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And   other  Ceremonies   of   moft  Nations  in  the  Known   World. 
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Sea  Fights, 
Hurricanes, 


Shipwrecks, 

Sieges, 

Tortures, 


Wonderful  Efcapes, 
MafTacres,  and 
Strange  Deliverances, 
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A  Defcription   of    the  Buildings,    Mountains,    Rivers,    Harbours,    Lakes,    Iflands, 
Peninfulas,  Creeks,  Sec.  of  various  Countries. 

The  Whole  forming  a  Hiflory  of  whatever  is  moft  worthy  of  Notice  in 

EUROPE,     ASIA,    AFRICA,     and     AMERICA. 

Illuftrated   with  Maps  from  the  lateft    Improvements,     and    beautiful   Plates,    by  Grignion, 

and  other  celebrated  Mailers. 
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TO    THE    RIGHT    HONOURABLE    THE 


LORDS    COMMISSIONERS 


FOR     EXECUTING     THE    OFFICE    OF 


LORDHIGH     ADMIRAL 


O    F 


GREAT      BRITAIN: 


This    AUTHENTIC     COLLECTION    of 


VOYAGES    and    TRAVELS 


IS     MOST    HUMBLY     INSCRIBED, 


BY     THEIR      LORDSHIPS     MOST     OBEDIENT, 


AND     DEVOTED     SERVANT, 


E.      C.      DRAKE. 


M  D  C  C  L  X  X.i. 


GEORGE      R. 


EORGE  the  Third  by  the  Gi ace  of  God,  King  of  Great  Britain,  France,  and 
Ireland,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  Sec.  To  all  to  whom  thefe  Prefents  (hall  come 
Greeting.  Whereas  our  Trufty  and  Well- beloved  John  Cooke,  of  Pater-Nofler- 
Row,  in  Our  City  of  London,  Bookfeller,  has,  by  his  Petition,  humbly  reprefented  unto 
Us,  that  he  hath  been  at  very  great  Labour  and  Expence  in  collecYing  Books  and  Manu- 
icripts,  and  in  fearching  for  authentic  Records,  and  hath  difburied  large  Sums  of  Money 
in  paying  for  the  Writing  and  Compiling  a  valuable  Work,  intituled,  "  A  New  and 
"Universal  COLLECTION  of  Authentic  and  Entertaining  VOYAGES 
"and  TRAVELS,  from  the  earlicft  Accounts  to  the  Prefent  Time;  judicioufly 
"  felected  from  the  bed:  Writers,  in  the  Engli/h,  French,  Spani/Jj,  Italian,  Dutch,  Ger- 
"  man,  Dani/I:,  and  other  Languages.  Comprehending  an  Account  of  whatever  is  curious 
"  in  the  Government,  Commerce,  Natural  Hiftory,  Ciutoms,  &c.  of  mod  Nations  in  the 
tc  known  World.  Including  an  Account  of  the  mod  remarkable  Difcoveries,  Conquefts, 
*•  Settlements,  Battles,  Sea  Fights,  Hurricanes,  Shipwrecks,  Sieges,  Tortures,  Wonderful 
"  Efeapes,  MafTacres,  and  ftrange  Deliverances,  both  by  Sea  and  Land.  Alfo  a  Defcrip- 
ct  tion  of  the  Buildings,  Mountains,  Rivers,  Harbours,  Lakes,  Iflands,  Peninfula?," 
,c  Creeks,  &c.  of  various  Countries.  The  whole  forming  a  Hiftory  of  whatever  is  moft 
<'  worthy  of  Notice  in  Europe,  Afia,  Africa,  and  America ;  and  illuftrated  with  Maps, 
<c  from  the  lateft  Improvements,  and  beautiful  Plates,  engraved  by  Grignion,  and  other 
"  celebrated  Mailers.  Written  by  Edward  Cavendish  Drake,  Efq."  Which  Work 
the  Petitioner  humbly  apprehends  will  be  of  the  greateft  Ufe  to  our  Subjects  in  general ; 
as  it  treats  of  Matters,  on  the  Knowledge  of  which  the  well-being  of  a  great  Naval  and 
Commercial  Empire,  more  immediately  depends.  Wherefore  he,  defirous  of  reaping 
fome  Advantage  from  his  great  Labour  and  Expence,' moft  humbly  folicits  Our  Royal 
Licence  and  Protection,  to  himfelf,  his  Heirs,  Executors,  and  Affigns,  for  the  fole  Print- 
ing, Publifhing  and  Fending  the  /aid  Work,  for  the  Term  of  Fourteen  Tears,  fo  far  as  may 
be  agreeable  to  the  Statute  in  that  Cafe  made  and  provided.  We  being  willing  to  give  all 
due  Encouragement  to  this  Undertaking,  are  gracioufly  pleafed  to  condefcend  to  his  Re- 
quest :  And  we  do  therefore,  by  thefe  Prefents,  as  far  as  may  be  agreeable  to  the  Statute 
in  that  Behalf  made  and  provided,  grant  unto  him  the  faid  John  Cooke,  his  Executors, 
A dminiftrators  and  Affigns,  Our  Licence  for  the  fole  Printing  and  Publifhing  of  the  faid 
Work  for  the  Term  of  Fourteen  Tears ;  ftriclly  forbidding  all  Our  Subjects  within  Our 
Kingdoms  or  Dominions,  to  reprint  or  abridge  ths  fame,  either  in  the  like,  or  in  any  Size 
or  Manner  whatfoeTer ;  or  to  import,  buy,  vend,  utter  or  diftribute  any  Copies  thereof, 
reprinted  beyond  the  Seas,  during  the  aforefaid  Term  of  fourteen  Years,  without  the 
Confent  or  Approbation  of  the  faid  John  Cooke,  his  Executors,  Adminiflrators  and  Af- 
figns, under  their  Hands  and  Seals,  firfl  had  and  obtained,  as  they  will  anfwer  the  con- 
trary at  their  Peril.  Whereof  the  Commiffioners,  and  other  Officers  of  our  Cuftoms,  the 
Mailer,  Warden  and  Company  of  Stationers,  are  to  take  Notice  that  due  Obedience  may 
be  rendered  to  Our  Pleafure  herein  declared. 


Given  at  Our  Court  at  St.  James's. 


By  His  Majefty's  Command, 


SHELBURNE. 
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CHAPTER       I. 

Preliminary  remarks.  Difcovery  of  the  Magnetic  Needle.  Hi/lory  of  the  Portuguefe  Na- 
vigators. An  account  of  the  firft  voyage  of  Chriftopher  Columbus,  with  the  Difcoveries 
made  in  that  voyage  :  his  return  to  Spain,  and  reception  from  their  Catholic  Majejlies. 


TH  E  defire  of  riches,  and  of  fame,  is 
the  great  incentive  to  all  our  actions. 
The  wifli  to  indulge  the  ardours  of 
ambition  with  the  reward  of  con- 
queft,  and  to  gratify  the  demands  of  avarice 
with  the  pofleflion  of  wealth,  has,  in  all  ages, 
given  birth  to  exploits,  always  dangerous  in 
their  nature,  and  not  feldom  fatal  in  their 
confequences.  The  pride  of  dominion  has  fti- 
mulated  to  daring  actions  ;  and  the  end  has 
been  too  often  purfued,  unregardful  of  the 
means. 

Of  all  the  arts  which  the  induftry  of  modern 
times  have  brought  to  perfection,  that  of  Navi- 
gation feems  to  claim  the  preference,  whether 
we  confider  the  difficulties  with  which  it  has 
been  attended,  or  the  wonderful  effects  which 
it  has  produced.  There  is  fomething  nobly  aflo- 
nifhing  in  the  thought  of  a  little  bark,  eroding 
the  mighty  ocean,  and  bringing  the  produce  of 
either  India  to  its  deftined  port. 

The  following  pages  will  fufficiently  fhew  the 
hazard  of  the  firft  attempts  to  unite  the  intereft 
of  far  diftant  nations  ;  and  we  muft  own  that, 
whatever  were  their  motives,  much  is  due  to  the 
memory  of  thofe  men,  by  whom  the  mighty 
work  was  firft  accomplifhed. 

We  have  no  certain  accounts  of  the  ancient 
voyages  ;  and  it  is  needlefs  to  trouble  the  reader 
with  the  conjectures  of  the  learned  about  them  ; 
fince  it  is  hardly  to  be  fuppofed,  that  Navigation 
could  make  any  coniiderable  advances,  till  the 
difcovery  of  the  powers  of  the  magnetic  needle, 
which  it  is  generally  allowed  was  made  by  John 
Gola,  of  the  town  of  Amalphi  in  Italy,  in  the 
year  1299. 

It  may  reafonably  be  imagined,  that  from 
this  time,  the  art  was  more  afliduoufly  cultiva- 
ted, though  we  do  not  find  the  advances  made 
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were  very  considerable,  till  near  two  hundred 
years  afterwards  ;  the  timidity  of  navigators  be- 
ing fuch,  that  they  were  unwilling  to  leave  the 
fight  of  land,  and  continued  to  creep  along  the 
coaft  without  courage  to.truft  themfelves  to  the 
boundlefs  ocean. 

The  honour  of  the  earlier  difcoveries  is  with 
juftice  given  to  the  Portuguefe,  fome  of  whom, 
at  the  expence,  and  under  the  protection  of 
Don  Henry,  fifth  fon  of  John  the  firft,  King  of 
Portugal,  made  feveral  voyages  on  the  coaft  of 
Africa  •,  but  none  of  them,  for  the  fpacc  of  ten 
years,  had  courage  to  venture  beyond  cape  Ba- 
jador,  which,  advancing  far  into  the  ocean,  oc- 
cafioned  the  waves  to  beat  with  fuch  violence 
againft  it,  that  as  they  were  too  unfkillful  to 
ftand  out  to  fea,  to  avoid  their  force,  fo  they 
were  afraid  of  the  violence  of  the  current  nearer 
the  fhore. 

In  the  year  141 8,  John  Gonzales  Zarco, 
and  Triftan  Vaz,  being  fent  to  pafs  Bajador, 
were  driven  into  the  wide  ocean  by  a  tempeft, 
and  when  they  thought  they  fhould  have  been 
loft,  they  unexpectedly  found  a  fmall  ifland,  to 
which  they  gave  the  name  of  Puerto  Sancto,  or 
the  Holy  Haven,  from  the  protection  it  afford- 
ed them.  In  a  fubfequent  voyage  to  Puerto  San- 
to, in  company  with  a  third  captain,  named  Pe- 
rello,  in  the  year  1419,  while  they  flood  on  the 
ifland,  looking  round  for  difcoveries,  they  faw, 
what  they  took  to  be  a  cloud,  till  obferving  it 
did  not  move,  they  fleered  immediately  to  it,  and 
found  it  to  be  an  ifland,  to  which  they  gave  the 
name  of  Madera,  from  the  gre.it  quantity  of 
wood  with  which  it  abounded. 

At  length,  in  the  year  1433,  Gilianes  paffed 
the  cape  of  Bajador,  which  had  been  an  infu- 
perable  obftack  to. the  proceedings  of  for- 
mer navigators  ;  and  his  countrymen  were  not 
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a  little  aftonilhed   at  his   fafe  arrival  in  Por- 

From  this  time  gradual  difcoveries  were  made 
on  the  coaft  of  Africa,  and  the  fame  of  the  Por- 
tuguefe  adventurers  began  to  reach  the  diftant 
parts  .of  Europe,  fo  that  many  peripns  repaired 
to  Portugal  with  a  view  to  fettle^n^he  countries : 
already  found,  or  go  in  fearch  of  farther  difco- 
veries. 

Perfons  of  wealth  began  to  form  themfelves 
into  companies  for  the  building  and  equipment 
of  veffels,  which  they  fitted  out  at  their  own  ex- 
pence,  agreeing  to  pay  the  Prince  a  fifth  part, 
and  fometimes  a  greater  fhare  of  the  profits  arif- 
ing  from  their  expedition. 

Prince  Henry  dying  in  1463,  in  the  third 
year  of  the  reign  of  John  the  fecond,  that  mo- 
narch profecuted  the  defigns  which  Henry  had 
begun,  and  was  equally  diligent  to  fecure  the 
polTelTton  of  places  already  found,  and  to  make 
new  difcoveries.  Henry's  people  had  built  a 
fort,  and  fettled  a  factory  in  the  ifle  of  Arguin, 
and  King  John  found  it  neceffary  to  "built"' ano- 
ther at  St.  Georgio  de  la  Mina,  which  is  fttuat- 
~ed  a  few  degrees  north  of  the  line,  for  the  fecu- 
rity  of  the  trade  of  gold-duft  ;  for  which  pur- 
pole  a  Beet  of  thirteen  fhips  was  fitted  out,  la- 
den with  timber,  {tones,  bricks,  and  all  mate- 
rials for  building,  which  let  fail  on  the  eleventh 
of  December  148 1,  under  the  command  of 
Don  Diego  d'  Azambue. 

After  fome  difputes  with  the  natives,  the  fort 
was  erected,  and  a  church  was  built,  in  which 
mafs  was  to  be  celebrated  once  a  day  for  ever 
for  the  repofe  of  the  foul  of  Prince  Henry. 

The  Portuguefe  now  continued  their  trade 
and  their  difcoveries  on  the  coaft  of  Africa,  till 
the  year  1492,  when  Columbus  made  his  firft 
voyage  in  fearch  of  the  new  world. 

The  honour  of  many  difcoveries  for  the  ad- 
vantage of  navigation  is  claimed  by  the  Portu- 
guefe, and  their  title  to  them  feems  to  be  un- 
doubted -,  but  as  their  whole  courfe  of  tailing  ap- 
pears to  have  been  little  elfe  than  coafting,  we 
fhall  fpend  no  time  in  reciting  farther  particu- 
lars, but  proceed  to  the  account  of  Columbus, 
and  his  voyages,  with  which  moll  works  of  this 
nature  with  propriety  begin. 

THE  territory  of  Genoa  had  the  honour 
of  giving  birth  to  Chriftopher  Columbus,  or 
as  he  is  called  by  the  Spaniards,  Colon  ;  but 
the  exact  time  and  place  of  his  birth  is  not  afcer- 
tained.  He  appears  to  have  had  an  early  at- 
tachment to  fea  affairs ;  he  fludied  navigation 
with  the  utmoft  induftry,  and  fupported  him- 
felf  by  making  charts  for  the  fea-fervice.  He 
had  the  universal  character  of  a  fober,  tempe- 
rate, and  devout  man  ;  he  was  a  good  mathe- 
matician, and  had,  in  other  refpects,  a  tolera- 
ble fhare  of  learning. 

The  fame  of  the  Portuguefe  in  naval  affairs 
having  drawn  him  to  Lisbon,  he  there  fettled, 
curried  on  a  trade  to  the  coaft  of  Guinea,  and 
at  length  married  a  woman  of  considerable  for- 
tune. 

The  reafons  which,  probably,  determined 
Columbus  to  attempt  the  difcovery  of  America 


were  the  following  :  he  had  obferved,  when  at 
the  Cape  de  Verd  lflands,  that  ar  a  particuiaj' 
feafon,  the  wind  always  "blew  from'  the  Weft, 
which  he  thought  was  occafioned  by  a  large 
tract  of  land  lying  that  way  ;  and  he  thought 
that  the  fpherical  figure  of  the  earth  demanded, 
that  the  lantjron  the  fide  mould  be  ballanc^i  by 
an  equal  quantity  on  the  other. 

He  flattered  himfelf  that  by  failing  Weft,  he 
fhould  find  a  nearer  pafiage  to  the  Indies,  than 
that  which  the  Portuguefe  hoped  to  difcover* 
by  failing  round  the  coaft  of  Africa,  of  a  great 
part  of  which  they  had  already  made  themfelves* 
matters.  "When  he  was  fully  convinced  of  the 
pofiibility  of  .carrying  his  fcheme  into  execution, 
he  propofed  it  to  the  ftate  of  Genoa  as  early  as 
the  year  1484  ;  but  they  having  rejected  it,  he 
applied  in  the  year  1485  to  John  the  fecond, 
King  of  Portugal,  in  whofe  -dominions  he  had 
now  refided  fome  years,  and  commiffioners  were 
appointed  to  treat  with  him ;  who  having  artfully 
drawn  his  fecret  from  him  ;  advifed  the  King  to 
fit  out  3  ihip  to  try  the  practicability  of  the  plan, 
and  to  rob  Columbus  of  the  honour  and  advan- 
tage of  it ;  but  the  defign  failed  •,  and  when  the 
King  would  have  treated  with  Columbus  a  fe- 
cond time,  his  indignation  at  the  treatment  he 
had  received,  determined  him  to  apply  elfe- 
where  :  and  that  very  year  he  fent  his  brother 
Bartholomew  with  propofals  to  Henry  VII,  King 
of  England,  while  he  himfelf  proceeded  to  Spain, 
to  offer  his  fervices  to  Ferdinand  and  Ifabella. 

Bartholomew  had  the  misfortune  to  fall  into 
the  hands  of  pirates,  who  ftripping  him  of  all  he 
had,  he  arrived  in  England  in  a  very  miferable 
condition,  where  he  was  taken  ill  of  a  fever,  and 
reduced  to  great  diftrefs.  On  his  recovery,  he 
applied  himfelf  with  great  induftry  to  the  mak- 
ing and  felling  of  maps  and  charts,  by  which  he 
at  length  in  the  year  1488,  put  himfelf  into  a 
proper  equipage  to  appear  before  the  King 
(Henry  VII)  with  whom  he  entered  into  an  a- 
greement,  in  the  name  and  on  the  behalf  of  his 
brother. 

When  Chriftopher  Columbus  arrived  in  Spain, 
he  communicated  his  plan  to  Martin  Alonfo 
Pinzon,  a  celebrated  pilot,  who  law  the  force 
of  his  arguments,  and  readily  agreed  to  go  with 
him,  if  his  application  at  court  fhould  be  luccefs- 
ful  ■,  but  fo  much  difficulty  attended  the  profe- 
cution  of  his  fuit,  and  he  met  with  fo  many  de- 
lays and  infults,  that  he  was  actually  an  the 
point  of  leaving  Spain  for  England,  to  fee  what 
fuccefs  his  brother  had  met  with,  and  in  cafe  his 
application's  had  been  equally  fruitlefs,  to  offer 
his.  propofals  to  the  court  of  France. 

At  this  interval  Queen  Ifabella  was  prevailed 
upon  to  encourage  his  plan  ;  and  articles  of  3- 
greement  were  figned  at  Santa  Fe,  in  the  King- 
dom of  Grenada,  on  the  feventeenth  of  April 
1492. 

By  this  agreement,  Columbus  was  to  be  ad- 
miral of  the  feas,  and  vice-roy  of  all  the  coun- 
tries he  fhould  difcover  :  he  was  to  have  a  tenth 
part  of  the  profits  redounding  to  their  Majefties 
from  his  labours  ;  and  an  eighth  of  what  he 
fhould  bring  home  in  his  fhips  j  himfelf  furnifh* 
ing  one  eighth  of  the  expence  of  the  equipment. 

When 
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When  t',::  agreement  was  concluded,  he  was 
allowed  three  veifels";  the  Galega,  which  he 
named  the  Santa  Maria,  a  c.ir.ac,  or  fhip  with 
a  deck,  commanded  by  himfelf ;  the  Pinra,  of 
which  Martin  Alonzo  Pinzon  was  captain  •,  and 
the  Nina,  under  the  command  of  Vincent  Yanez 
Pinzon,  brother  to  Martin  Alonzo*  who  fur- 
mflied  half  of  Columbus's  fhare  of  the  expence. 
Thefe  twoveflels  were  called  Caravels,  that  is, 
fhips  without  decks  •,  and  the  whole  fleet,  which 
carried  but  one  hundred  and  twenty  men,  put 
to  fea  from  Palos,  on  Friday  the  third  day  of 
Auguft  149Z. 

On  the  next  morning  the  rudder  of  the 
Pinta  breaking  loofe,  they  made  it  faft  in  the  bell 
manner  they  were  able  with  cords,  till  they  had 
an  opportunity  effectually  to  repair  it.  Several 
of  the  feamen  began  to  confider  this  as  an  ill 
omen  •,  but  the  Admiral  told  therri,  that,  "  no 
omen  could  be  evil  to  thofe  whofe  defigns  were 
good." 

He  alfo  took  pains  to  inftruft  them  in  the 
principles  of  navigation,  to  divert  their  attention 
from  objects  of  fuperftition  to  thofe  which  im- 
mediately concerned  the  prefent  defign. 

They  arrived  at  the  Canaries  on  the  eleventh 
of  Auguft,  where  they  remained,  refrefhing 
themfelves,  till  the  fixth  of  September  •,  when 
they  weighed  anchor,  and  proceeded  on  their 
voyage,  for  fear  of  the  Portuguefe,  who  had 
fitted  out  three  caravels  to  attack  them. 

On  the  feventh  they  loft  fight  of  land,  and 
With  it  all  their  courage,  bitterly  bemoaning 
their  fate,  as  that  of  wretches  deftined  to  cer- 
tain deftrucYion.  Columbus  comforted  thefe 
cowards  in  the  beft  manner  he  was  able  ;  fetting 
before  them  the  certain  profpe<5t  of  wealth  and 
happinefs,  as  the  reward  of  their  labours  ;  and 
that  they  might  not  think  themfelves  fo  far  from 
home,  as  they  really  were,  he  refolved,  during 
the  whole  voyage,  to  deceive  them  in  the  reck- 
oning ;  and  having  this  day  failed  eighteen 
leagues,  he  pretended  they  had  made  no  more 
than  fifteen. 

On  the  fourteenth  of  September,  they  took 
notice  of  the  variation  of  the  compafs,  and  the 
people  on  board  the  Nina  faw  a  heron,  and  fome 
tropic  birds,  and  the  hext  day  the  fea  was  co- 
vered with  yellow  and  green  weeds,  among 
which  they  faw  a  live  lobfter  •,  and  as  they  ad- 
vanced they  found  the  fea  water  lefs  fait,  from 
which  circumftances  they  imagined  they  were 
near  land. 

Alonzo  Pinzon,  who  had  been  a  head,  lay 
by  for  the  captain  on  the  eighteenth,  acquain- 
ting him  that  he  had  feen  a  large  number  of 
birds  flying  weftward,  and  imagined  he  faw 
land  fifteen  leagues  to  the  north  ;  but  Colum- 
bus, having  no  doubt  but  he  was  miftaken, 
would  not  alter  his  courfe,  tho'  moft  earneftly 
lolicited  fo  to  do  by  the  failors. 

On  the  nineteenth,  the  fight  of  a  great  num- 
ber of  fea  gulls,  which  it  was  imagined  could 
not  fly  far,  began  to  give  the  Admiral  himfelf 
fome  hopes  of  feeing  land  fpeedily  -,  but  on 
founding  with  a  line  of  two  hundred  fathom,  no 
bottom  could  be  found.  They  now  faw  abun- 
dance of  weeds,  and  three  days  afterwards  took 
a  bird  like  a  heron,  web-footed,  of  a  dark  co- 


lour, with  a  white  tuft  oh  the  head  ;  and  in  the 
evening,  faw  three  fmall  finging-birds,  which 
flew  away  at  break  of  day. 

They  now  encountered  fuch  a  quantity  of 
weeds,  that  they  were  apprehenfive  the  fhips 
would  not  long  be  able  to  make  their  way.  Till 
this  time  the  wind  had  been  always  right  aftern  j 
but  now  fhifting  to  the  fouth-weft,  gave  the 
Admiral  an  opportunity  of  expofing  the  ground- 
lefs  fears  of  the  failors,  who  had  imagined  they 
fhould  never  have  a  fair  wind  to  carry  them 
back  j  but  notwithftanding  all  he  could  fay  to 
them,  they  loudly  complained  of  the  danger 
they  were  in  of  perifhing  at  fea,  and  a  mutiny 
would,  in  all  probability,  have  been  the  confe- 
quence  of  their  clamours  ;  but  for  a  ftrong  gale, 
which  fprung  up  at  "Weft-north-weft,  and  con^ 
vinced  them  that  there  was  no  danger  of  their 
having  an  opportunity  to  return. 

Several  flights  of  fmall  birds,  which  they  ob- 
ferved  coming  from  the  Weft,  and  a  pigeon, 
which  flew  over  the  fhip,  gave  them  frefh  hopes 
of  making  land  •,  but  when  they  found  them- 
felves difappointed,  their  mortification  was  the 
greater,  and  their  complaints  increafed. 

They  cenfured  the  Admiral  as  a  perfon,  Who 
from  an  idle  ambition  of  aggrandifing  himfelf, 
and  his  own  family,  had  led  them  into  dangers 
and  difficulties,  in  fearch  of  a  country,  which 
no  where  exifted  :  they  faid  they  had  given 
fufficient  proofs  of  their  courage,  by  venturing 
fo  far  from  home,  and  began  to  entertain  ferious 
thoughts  of  CompellingColumbus  to  return.  Irt 
a  word,  fo  great  were  their  fears,  that  fome  of 
them  were  for  throwing  the  Admiral  overboard, 
and  afferting,  on  their  return  to  Spain,  that  he 
fell  into  the  fea,  as  he  was  gazing  at  the  ftars. 

Columbus  was  not  infenfible  of  the  fpirit  of 
mutiny,  by  which  they  were  actuated,  and  ex- 
erted himfelf,  partly  by  reprefenting  their  duty 
to  the  King,  partly  by  threats  of  punifhments  in 
cafe  of  difobedienee,  and  partly  by  promifes  of 
the  reward  of  their  perfeverance  •,  fo  that  the 
enterprize  received  no  detriment  from  their  ill- 
grounded  fears  and  apprehenfions. 

The  men  were  however  extremely  anxious 
and  difconfolate,  till  on  the  twenty-fifth  of  Sep- 
tember, about  fun-fetting,  while  Columbus  was 
talking  to  Vincent  Yanez  Pinzon*  he  cried, 
"  Land  !  Land !  Let  me  not  lofe  the  reward 
for  this  good  news  !"  And  immediately  pointed 
towards  the  South  Weft,  where  there  was  fome- 
thing  which  looked  like  an  illand,  at  the  diftance 
of  twenty-five  leagues> 

This,  which  was  afterwards  looked  on  as  a 
contrivance  between  Columbus  and  Pinzon,  fo 
animated  the  men,  that  they  returned  thanks  tta 
God  with  the  utmoft  fervency,  and  the  Admi- 
ral, at  the  earned  intreaty  of  the  crew,  fteered 
towards  the  fuppofed  ifland,  molt  part  of  the 
night  ;  but  in  the  morning  no  ifland  was  to  be 
feen,  and  the  men  were  as  loud  in  their  com- 
plaints as  ever. 

Columbus  continued  on  his  courfe  with  the 
utmoft  refohuion  i  and  on  the  twent>sninth  they 
faw  many  flying  fifties,  fome  of  which  fell  into 
the  fhip.  They  alfo  faw  a  gull,  feveral  wag- 
tails, and  other  birds,  and  were  encompaffed 
with  fo  great  a  quantity  of  weeds,  that  the  men 

though; 
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thought  they  were  near  land,  and  in  danger  of 
running  a-ground. 

On  the  thirtieth  they  alio  law  many  Wagtails, 
and  obferved  that  the  weeds  lay  in  a  line  from 
weft-north-weft,  to  eaft  fouth  eaft. 

At  break  of  day,  on  the  firft  of  October,  a 
wagtail  came  on  board  the  Admiral,  and  that 
day  the  pilot  told  the  Admiral,  that  they  were 
five  hundred  and  feventy- eight  leagues  weft  of 
the  ifland  of  Ferro  ;  but  by  Columbus's  account 
they  were  feven  hundred  and  feven  •,  but  he  took 
no  notice  of  the  error,  becaufe  he  would  not 
difcourage  the  failors. 

On  the  fecond  they  killed  a  tunny  fifh,  and 
fome  birds ;  but  feeing  no  birds  on  the  third 
day,  they  feared  they  had  milled  fome  ifland s, 
and  the  men  begged  the  Admiral  to  fteer  either 
to  the  right  or  the  left-,  but  regardlefs  of  their  en- 
treaties, he  refolved  to  keep  right  on  his  ccurfe, 
that  the  credit  of  his  undertaking  might 
not  fufter  by  an  idle  compliance  with  their  de- 
mands. 

Hereupon  the  men  began  to  mutiny,  and 
would  probably  have  taken  fome  deiperate  mea- 
fures,  had  not  the  flight  of  upwards  of  forty 
fparrows,  and  other  birds,  from  the  weft,  a- 
gain  given  them  hopes  that  they  were  near  land. 
Some  figns  of  land  appeared  to  the  weftward  on 
the  feventh  of  October,  but  the  weather  being 
hazy,  no  one  would  venture  to  cry  land. 

An  annuity  of  ten  thoufand  marvadies,  or 
thirty  crowns,  for  life,  had  been  offered  by  their 
Catholic  Majefties  to  the  perfon  who  fliould 
firft  difcover  land  ;  but  if  any  one  cried  out  land, 
and  it  did  not  prove  to  be  (o,  he  was  to  be  ex- 
cluded from  the  reward,  even  though  he  fhould 
afterwards  difcover  it.  But  the  people  of  the 
Nina,  which  was  generally  a-head,  fired  a  gun, 
and  hoifted  colours,  concluding  it  was  certainly 
land  ;  but  as  they  failed  farther  they  were  foon 
undeceived. 

Next  day  they  faw  many  birds,  both  large  and 
fmall,  among  which  were  fome  land-fowl,  fly- 
ing from  the  weft  to  the  fouth  weft,  and  Colum- 
bus thinking  they  could  not  fly  far,  imitated  the 
Portuguefe,  who  by  following  fuch  flights  of 
birds,  had  difcovered  feveral  iflands  :  he  there- 
fore changed  his  courfe,  and  flood  for  the  weft  ; 
and  having  already  failed  feven  hundred  and 
twenty  leagues  to  the  weftward  of  the  Canaries, 
imagined  he  fhculd  foon  find  land  ;  and  he  had 
often  told  the  failors  to  expect  it  at  that  di- 
ftance. 

They  faw  twelve  finging- birds,  and  many 
ducks,  gulls  and  jays  on  the  eighth  of  October  •, 
and  on  the  eleventh,  when  all  the  Admiral's 
fkill  and  addrefs  would  have  been  infuflicient  to 
withftand,  much  longer,  the  mutinous  difpofiti- 
on  of  the  crew,  he  was  comforted  with  indubi- 
table proofs  of  their  being  near  land  ;  for  on 
this  day  they  faw  a  green  rufti,  and  a  large  rock 
fifh  fwim  near  the  Admiral's  fhip  ;  and  thofe  on 
board  the  Pinta  took  up  a  ftaff  moft  curioufly 
wrought,  and  faw  a  cane  floating,  and  a  num- 
ber of  weeds  freih  torn  from  the  fhore. 

On  the  evening  of  this  day  the  Admiral  re- 
prefented  to  his  men,  how  merciful  God  had 
been  to  them,  in  conducting  them  fafe  to  long 
a   voyage  ;  and  faid,  that  fince  the  tokens  he 


now  faw  were  proofs  they  were  near  land,  he 
would  have  them  watch  all  night,  and  they 
would  moft  likely  difcover  it  before  the  morn- 
ing :  and  he  promifed  to  give  a  velvet  doublet, 
as  an  addition  to  their  Majefties  reward,  to  the 
perfon  who  fliould  make  the  difcovery. 

Two  hours  before  midnight,  Columbus  {land- 
ing on  the  poop,  faw  a  light  on  fhore,  and  cal- 
led Guitierres,  groom  of  the  privy  chamber  to 
the  King,  who  alfo  law  it.  It  appeared  like  a 
candle,  or  other  light,  carryed  in  a  perfon's  hand, 
ftom  one  houfe  to  another. 

About  two  o'clock  in  the  morning  land  was 
difcovered,  at  the  diftance  of  two  leagues,  by 
Roderic  de  Trians,  on  board  the  Pinta,  which 
was  confiderably  a-head  ;  but  the  reward  was 
afterwards  paid  to  Columbus,  by  order  of 
their  Catholic  Majefties,  for  haying  firft  difco- 
vered the  light. 

The  fhips  now  lay  too,  and  the  people 
waited  with  the  utmoft  anxiety  for  a  fight  of  that 
land  of  which  they  had  been  fo  long  in  fearch  ; 
and  at  break  of  day  they  had  the  pleafure  to  be- 
hold an  ifland  about  fifteen  leagues  in  length  ; 
of  a  flat  furface,  well  covered  with  wood  and 
watered,  with  a  large  lake  in  the  middle  of  it.  It 
appeared  to  be  full  of  inhabitants,  who  waited 
on  the  fhore ;  aftonifhed  at  the  fight  of  the  {hips, 
which  they  took  for  prodigious  lea  monfters. 

The  failors  were  extremely  eager  to  be  on 
fhore ;  and  as  foon  as  the  veffels  were  brought 
to  an  anchor,  the  Admiral  went  afhore,  with  the 
royal  colours  flying,  as  did  the  captains,  carry- 
ing the  colours  oftheir  enterprize,  being  a  green 
crofs  with  crowns,  2nd  the  names  of  their  Ca- 
tholic Majefties. 

They  were  no  fooner  on  fhore,  than  they  fell 
on  their  knees,  and  killing  the  ground,  with 
tears  of  joy,  gave  thanks  to  God  for  his  good- 
nefs,  when  the  Admiral  flood  up,  and  gave  the 
ifland  the  name  of  St.  Salvador  ;  which  the  na- 
tives called  Guanihani  ;  but  it  is  now  known  by 
the  name  of  Catt-ifland. 

Columbus  having  taken  poffeflion  of  the 
ifland,  for  the  King  and  Queen  of  Spain,  the 
failors  acknowledged  his  authority,  begged  par- 
don for  their  former  behaviour,  and  promif- 
ed the  utmoft  obedience  for  the  future. 

The  Indians  appearing  to  be  an  inoffenfive 
people,  the  Admiral  gave  them  red  caps,  glafs 
beads,  and  other  trifles,  which  they  feemed 
highly  to  efteem  :  and  when  he  went  on  board 
fome  of  them  (warn  after  him,  and  others  fol- 
lowed in  their  canoes,  which  were  made  of  one 
piece  of  wood,  in  the  form  of  a  butcher's  tray. 
They  carried  with  them  cotton,  parrots,  jave- 
lins armed  with  fifh  bones,  to  exchange  for 
glafs  toys,  hawks  bells,  and  other  tt  ifles  ;  and 
gladly  carried  off  bits  of  broken  earthen  plates 
which  they  found  in  the  fhip. 

Both  the  men  and  women  were  quite  naked, 
of  a  middle  ftature,  well  flnped,  with  black  hair 
cut  fhort  above  their  ears,  though  fome  of  them 
fufftred  it  to  grow,  and  tied  it  with  a  firing  be- 
hind. They  were  of  an  olive  colour,  had  high 
foreheads,  and  regular  features.  Some  of  them 
painted  their  bodies  black,  fome  white,  and 
ibme  red  ;  while  others  only  coloured  their 
faces,  eyes  or  nofe.     They  handled  the  naked 
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ecWs  of  the  fwords,  without  fear  of  hurt.     No 
creatures  were  teen  among  them  but  parrots. 

On  the  next  day  (October  thirteen)  they 
came  on  board  the  mips  in  their  canoes,  which 
w«re  of  various  fizes,  fome  (o  fmall  as  to  hold 
onlv  one  perfon,  and  others  large  enough  to  con- 
tain five  and  forty;  they  were  made  of  the  trunk 
of  a  tree,  hollowed  out ;  their  oars  were  fome- 
what  like  the  peel  of  an  oven,  and  if  the  boats 
overfet,  they  could  eafily  place  them  right  a 
gain  ;  and  they  uled  to  lave  out  the  water 
with  a  kind  of  bowls,  made  of  dried  gourds. 
They  had  no  jewels,  except  little  plates  of  gold 
hanging  at  their  noftrils,  which  they  figmfied 
came  from  the  fouthward,  where  a  king  go- 
verned, who  had  much  of  it. 

They  were  extremely  fond  of  any  memorial 
of  the  Spaniards,  and  would  exchange  twenty- 
five  pounds  of  fpun  cotton,  for  three  pieces  of 
brafs  coin,  not  worth  a  farthing, 

The  Admiral,  on  the  morning  of  the  fourth 
of  October,  began  to  coaft  along  the  ifland  in 
J  lis  boat,  towards  the  north  weft  ;  the  aftonifh- 
ed  inhabitants  followed  both  by  fea  and  land, 
exprefilng  their  wonder  and  efteem  by  every  me- 
thod  in  their  power,  and  afking  by  figns,  whe- 
ther the  ftrangers  came  from  heaven.  The  Ad- 
miral now  returned  to  his  fhip,  taking  feven 
Indians  as  interpreters,  and  failed  for  other  iflands 
which  were  within  fight. 

On  the  fifteenth  he  came  to  an  ifland,  feven 
leagues  from  the  firft,  which  he  called  St.  Ma- 
ry of  the  Conception  ;  where  the  natives  flock- 
ed to  him  in  great  numbers  •,  but  finding  very 
little  difference  between  them  and  thofe  of  St. 
Salvador,  he  proceeded  weftward,  and  anchored 
near  an  ifland  of  twenty-eight  leagues  in  length 
from  north  weft  to  fouth  eaft,  which  he  called 
Ternanda. 

In  his  way  to  this  ifland,  he  took  up  an  Indian 
in  a  fmall  canoe,  who  had  with  him  a  calabafh 
of  water,  a  piece  of  their  bread,  and  fome  red- 
difh  earth,  fuch  as  they  paint  their  bodies  with. 
He  had  alfo  two  fmall  pieces  of  Portugal  mo- 
ney, and  a  firing  of  glafs  beads  in  a  little  bafket, 
by  which  they  found  he  was  going  to  Ternanda, 
with  the  news  of  the  arrival  of  the  ftrangers. 
Columbus  took  him  on  board,  gave  him  wine 
to  drink,  and  bread  and  honey  to  eat,  and  when 
he  put  him  on  fhore,  gave  him  toys,  to  induce 
him  to  prepoffefs  the  inhabitants  in  favour  of  the 
Spaniards. 

In  this  circumftance  the  Admiral  judged 
rightly,  for  on  the  favourable  account  received 
from  the  Indian,  the  inhabitants  came  on  board 
to  barter  with  the  fame  kind  of  commodities  as 
the  other  inhabitants  had  done  ;  but  thefe  dealt 
with  more  caution,  and  appeared  to  be  a  more 
intelligent  people  than  the  other. 

This  ifland  abounded  in  water,  meadows  and 
groves,  and  was  diversified  with  agreeable  little 
hills  :  here  were  alfo  an  infinite  variety  of  fing- 
ing  birds.  The  women  wore  cotten  cloths  a- 
bout  their  middle.  Here  were  trees  which  ap- 
peared to  be  ingrafted,  bearing  leaves  of  four 
or  five  different  forts.  Their  houfes  were  a  kind 
of  tents,  covered  with  leaves  of  trees,  and  their 
beds  were  nets,  which  hung  from  two  pofts. 
Here  were  dogs  that  could  not  bark,  and  tame 
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fnakes,  alligators,  plenty  of  fifh,  and  a  kind  of 
fmall  rabbits. 

On  the  nineteenth  they  failed  to  another  ifland, 
which  Columbus  called  Ifabella,  a  place  more 
large  and  beautiful  than  either  of  the  former : 
here  the  failors  killed  an  alligator,  feven  feet 
long.  Having  bartered  with  fome  of  the  In- 
dians •,  but  finding  nothing  new  on  this  ifland, 
they  let  fail  to  the  fouth,  in  queft  of  a  large 
country,  which  the  Indians  called  Cuba ;  and  ar- 
riving on  the  twenty  eighth,  anchored  in  a  great 
river,  the  banks  of  which  were  adorned  with 
bloffoms,  and  fruit  of  variaus  kinds,  unknown 
in  Europe. 

The  Admiral  fent  on  fhore  to  two  houfes  for 
information  ;  but  the  inhabitants  fled,  leaving 
their  fifhing-tackle  behind  them,  and  the  failors 
reimbarked,  without  touching  any  thing,  and 
failed  to  another  river,  which  they  entered,  and 
proceeded  a  confidcrable  way  up  it;  but  the  in- 
habitants ftili,  as  Columbus  approached,  fled 
to  the  mountains  ;  whereupon  he  fent  two  Spa- 
niards, with  an  Indian  of  Cuba,  who  had  come 
aboard  in  his  canoe,  and  another  of  St.  Salva- 
dor, directing  them  to  go  up  into  the  country, 
and  by  their  kind  behaviour,  diffipate  tne  fears 
of  the  people. 

The  Admiral  in  the  mean  time  careened  his 
fhips,  during  which  he  found  that  the  only  fuel 
they  had  was  maftic  wood  :  and  on  the  fifth  of 
November  the  Spaniards  returned,  bringing 
with  them  the  Indian  King,  his  Ion,  and  a  fer- 
vant.  They  reported,  that  they  had  been  twen- 
ty-two leagues  up  the  country,  where  they 
found  a  village  of  fifty  houfes,  which  contain- 
ed about  a  thouiand  perfons  :  they  were  met  by 
the  principal  people,  who  led  them  to  their 
houfes,  and  caufed  them  to  fit  down  upon  wood- 
en benches,  made  in  the  fhape  of  ftrange  ani- 
mals, with  ears  and  eyes  of  gold,  and  tail;--  Jifted 
up  for  them  to  lean  upon.  The  Indians  'then 
fat  round  them,  and  killed  their  hands  and 
feet,  imagining  they  came  from  heaven.  They 
were  treated  with  boiled  roots,  that  tafted  like 
chefnuts.  When  they  were  thus  refrefhed,  the 
men  retired,  and  the  women  came  round  them, 
and  kifled  their  hands  and  feet. 

When  they  returned  to  their  fhip,  the  na- 
tives in  great  numbers  would  have  accompanied 
them,  but  they  would  fuffer  none  but  the  Caci- 
que or  King,  his  fon,  and  one  fervant. 

They  met  with  the  fame  hofpitable  entertain- 
ment at  feveral  petty  villages  ;  the  inhabitants 
meeting  them  with  firebrands  to  light  the  wood 
to  drefs  their  roots.  Among  a  great  variety  of 
birds,  they  faw  nightingales  and  partridges  ;  buc 
bo  beafts,  except  the  dogs,  which  could  not 
bark.  The  ground  produced  Indian  corn,  cal- 
led Maize,  of  which  the  inhabitants  made  good 
flour.  Their  cotton,  of  which  they  had  large 
quantities,  grew  wild,  without  being  planted, 
and  which  they  exchanged  for  leathern  thongs, 
bits  of  looking  glafs,  or  other  trifles. 

In  anfwerto  the  enquiry  of  the  Spaniards  af- 
ter gold  and  pearls,  the  Indians  pointed  to  the 
eaft,  where  was  a  country,  called  Bohio,  a- 
bounding  therein.  Hereupon  the  Admiral  de- 
termined to  fail  thither  ;  but  firft  feized  twelve 
of  the  natives,    men,    women,    and   children, 
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whom   lie   propofed   to   carry  to   Spain, 

As  they  were  ready  to  fail,  the  hufband  of 
one  of  the  women  came  on  board,  and  deiired 
to  be  taken  with  them,  which  the  Admiral  or- 
dered accordingly,  and  directed  that  they  fhould 
be  all  well  ufed.  The  Admiral  being  detained 
two  or  three  days  by  contrary  winds,  was  oblig- 
ed to  ply  for  that  time  between  Cuba  and 
Ifabella  •,  and  on  the  twenty-firft  of  the  month 
Martin  Alonzo  Pinzon,  who  had  learnt  from 
the  Indians,  that  Bohio  abounded  in  gold,  left 
Columbus  in  the  night,  and  fteered  thither, 
with  a  view  to  engrofs  that  valuable  commodity. 
The  wind  being  ftill  contrary,  and  the  weather 
rough,  Columbus  returned  to  Cuba,  and  an- 
chored in  a  commodious  harbour,  which  he  called 
St.  Catharine's,  where  he  discovered  fome  gold 
on  feveral  ftones  in  the  river,  and  obferved  the 
country  covered  with  fir-trees,  fit  to  make  mads 
of  fhips.  He  alio  law  a  canoe  drawn  on  fhore, 
capable  of  holding  fifty  men  ;  but  there  were 
no  inhabitants  in  that  part  of  the  country. 

On  the  fifth  of  December,  the  Admiral  fet 
fail  for  Bohio,  which  though  but  at  fixteen 
leagues  diftance,  he  could  not  reach  till  the  next 
day,  on  account  of  the  ftrength  of  the  current. 
When  he  entered  the  port,  he  called  it  St.  Ni- 
cholas, as  it  happened  on  the  feftivalof  that  faint. 

This  harbour  he  found  fpacious,  deep  and 
fafe,  and  furrounded  with  thick  woods  •,  but 
the  trees  were  much  lef3  than  thofe  of  Cuba. 
Finding  no  people,  they  proceeded  northward, 
to  a  port,  which  the  Admiral  named  the  Con- 
ception ;  and  obfervingthat  the  produce  of  the 
country,  greatly  refembled  that  of  Spain,  he 
named  it  La  Eipanola,  and  it  is  now  called 
Hifpaniola. 

They  here  faw  many  of  the  inhabitants,  who 
all  fled  from  them  ;  but  they  had  the  good  for- 
tune to  take  a  young  woman,  who  had  a  plate 
of  gold  hanging  at  her  nofe,  who  was  kindly 
entertained  by  the  Admiral,  prefented  with  bells 
and  glafs  toys,  and  civilly  dilmifled  to  her  ha- 
bitation, under  the  care  of  three  Indians  and 
three  Spaniards. 

Nine  men  going  on  fhore  the  next  day,  with  a 
St.  Salvador  Indian,  travelled  up  the  country, 
and  found  a  town  of  one  thoufand  houies ;  but 
the  inhabitants  fled  before  them,  till  the  Indian 
ran  after  them,  and  perfuaded  them  to  eome 
back,  from  the  favourable  account  which  he 
gave  of  the  Spaniards.  The  Indians,  in  the 
greateft  aftonifbment,  furveyed  the  Spaniards, 
laid  their  hands  on  their  heads,  by  way  of  re- 
fpeft,  and  brought  them  food,  requeiting  that 
they  would  flay  all  night ;  which  however  they 
declined,  and  returned  with  an  account,  that 
the  people  were  whiter  and  handfomer  than  any 
they  had  yet  feen  ;  that  the  country  abounded 
in  provifions,  and  that  they  had  learned  that 
farther,  to  the  eaftward,  was  the  land  which 
produced  gold  •,  whereupon  the  Admiral  fet  fail, 
and  near  an  ifland,  afterwards  called  Tortuga, 
took  up  an  Indian  in  his  canoe,  who  was  likely 
to  be  loft  in  a  very  rough  fea ;  and  giving  him 
fome  prefents,  put  him  afhore  on  the  coaft  of 
Hifpaniola  ;  and  on  the  information  this  man 
gave  his  countrymen,  many  of  them  came  on 


board,  and  informed  the  Admiral,  that  highetf 
up  the  country  were  great  quantities  of  gold. 

On  the  next  day  while  the  Spaniards  were; 
on  fhore,  trafficking  with  the  Cacique,  or  lord 
of  the  place,  for  a  plate  of  gold,  forty  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Tortuga  approached  them  in  a 
canoe,  whieh  the  Cacique  obferving,  he  and 
his  people  fat  down  on  the  ground,  as  a  fignal 
that  they  fhould  not  commit  hoftilities :  but  ne- 
verthelefs  they  landed  ■,  but  the  Cacique  imme- 
diately arofe,  and  obliged  them  to  reimbark  j 
at  the  fame  time  owing-  a  ftone  to  one  of  the 
Spaniards,  made  him  throw  it  at  them,  to  fig- 
nify  that  he  would  take  their  parts  againft  the 
Tortugans,  who  thereupon  departed. 

This  Cacique,  whofe  name  was  Guacanagarir 
vifited  Columbus  on  the  eighteenth  of  Decem- 
ber, being  carried  in  ftateon  apalankin,  attended 
by  two  hundred  men,  who,  as  well  as  himfelf, 
were  entirely  naked.  He  went  on  board  the 
fhip,  and,  with  two  old  men,  who  appeared  to 
be  his  counfellors,  fat  down  in  the  cabin  at  the 
feet  of  the  Admiral,  who  was  at  dinner. 

After  tailing  fome  wine  and  provifions,  which, 
the  Admiral  gave  him,  he  fent  it  to  his  men, 
v/ho  were  on  the  deck.  After  dinner,  he  gave 
Columbus  a  wrought  girdle,  and  two  thin  pieces 
of  gold,  and  received  in  return,  a  counterpane, 
a  pair  of  red  fhoes,  a  bottle  of  orange  flower  wa- 
ter, and  a  ftring  of  amber  beads. 

He  was  much  aftoniihed  at  the  fight  of  the 
effigies  of  the  King  and  Queen  of  Spain,  which 
the  Admiral  fhewed  him,  impreffed  on  gold. 

In  the  evening,  he  was  fent  on  fhore  in  the 
flap's  boat,  and  being  faluted  by  the  guns,  was 
extremely  furprifed  and  terrified  ;  but  upon  the 
whole,  much  pleafed  with  the  entertainment  he 
had  met  with  •,  and  ordering  his  people  to  re- 
frefh  the  Spaniards,  had  the  Admiral's  prefents 
carried  before  him  in  great  pomp  to  his  abode. 

The  admiral  on  the  twenty-fourth  of  Decem- 
ber, went  to  vifit  Guacanagari,  who  lived  at  the 
diftance  of  four  or  five  leagues  •,  and,  on  his  re- 
turn, the  weather  being  calm,  he  retired  to  reft, 
which  he  had  not  enjoyed  for  two  days  and 
nights.  The  crew  alfo  retired  to  their  ham- 
mocks, leaving  only  a  boy  at  the  helm,  con- 
trary to  the  Admiral's  repeated  orders. 

At  midnight  the  vefiel  ftruck  on  a  ridge  of 
rocks,  when  the  Admiral  hearing  the  boy  ciy 
our,  ran  upon  deck,  and  ordered  the  mafter  and 
three  failors  to  leap  into  the  boat,  and  carry  out 
an  anchor  aftern  •,  inftead  of  which  they  rowed 
off  to  the  other  fhips ;  whereupon  Columbus 
cut  away  the  mails,  and  lightened  the  vefiel  i 
but  the  water  ftill  ebbing,  the  feams  of  the  fhip 
opened.  The  other  fhip  having  refufed  to  take 
on  board  the  people,  who  had  fled  from  their 
duty,  they  returned  juft  at  this  diftrefsful  pe- 
riod, when  Columbus  going  with  his  men  on 
board  the  other  vefiel,  it  being  impoffible  to 
lave  his  own,  lent  mefiengers  to  acquaint  Gua-< 
caii3gari  with  his  misfortune,  and  to  beg  his 
alTift.ince  to  unlade  the  fhip.  The  Cacique 
wept  at  their  misfortune,  and  forthwith  fent 
people  with  canoes,  to  obey  the  directions  of 
the  Admiral,  whereby  the  moft  valuable effe<5ts 
were  preferred,  and  fafely  lodged  on  ihore. 

On 
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On  the  twenty-fix th  of  December,  the  wor- 
thy Guacanagari  went  on  board  the  Nina,  and 
made  the  Admiral  many  prefents,  endeavour- 
ing to  confole  him  for  the  lofs  of  his  fhip  j  pro- 
mised to  fend  for  ibme  gold  for  his  ui'efrom 
Cibao ;  and  invited  him  on  fhore  to  eat  axis  and 
cazabi,  which  was  their  chief  diet.  An  Indian 
alfo  came  on  fhore  with  a  piece  of  gold,  weigh- 
in"  four  ounces,  which  he  held  in  his  left  hand, 
ftretching  out  the  right,  into  which  one  of  the 
Spaniards  putting  a  hawk's  bell,  he  directly  let 
go  the  gold  and  ran  away,  imagining  he  had 
out-witted  the  other. 

Many  of  the  men  offering  to  remain  on  this 
ifland,  Columbus  determined  to  fettle  a  colony 
upon  it  •,  and,  with  the  cohfent  of  Guacanagari, 
who  confidered  him  as  a  valuable  ally,  ordered 
the  timber  of  the  wreck  to  be  drawn  on  fhore  to 
build  a  fort,  which  having  finifhed,  he  left  in 
it  a  garrifon  of  fix  and  thirty  men,  under  the 
command  of  Roderick  d'Efcovedo,  Peter  Gu- 
tieres  and  James  d'Arana,  whom  he  earheftly 
recommended  to  the  friendfhip  of  the  inhabi- 
tants. He  alfo  built  fome  houfes*  and  called 
the  place  the  town  of  the  Nativity,  and  deter- 
mined to  return  immediately  to  Spain,  to  ac- 
quaint their  Majefties  with  what  he  had  done, 
left  any  accident  fhould  happen  in  the  only  fhip 
he  now  commanded. 

As  foon  as  matters  were  prepared  for  Colum- 
bus's departure,  he  called  together  thofe  who 
were  to  remain  oh  the  ifland*  and  exhorted 
them  to  offer  up  their  thanks  to  God,  for  hav- 
ing conducted  them  to  fuch  a  country*  to  plant 
his  holy  faith ;  he  directed  them  to  obey  their 
commander,  and  to  love  and  refpect  Guacana- 
gari, and  his  people  *  defired  them  to  offer  no 
violence  to  the  natives*  but  to  deal  with  them 
honeftly  in  all  things  •,  that  their  opinion  of  their 
coming  from  heaven  might  be  confirmed  ,  and 
to  endeavour  to  learn  their  language,  and  fe- 
cure  their  friendfhip  :  and  as  they  had  opened 
the  way  to  the  new  world,  he  promifed  to  re- 
queft  their  Majefties  to  reward  them. 

The  people  having  engaged  to  do  all  that 
Columbus  defired  them,  he  dined  on  the  fecond 
of  January  with  Guacanagari,  recommending 
the  Chriftians  to  his  friendfhip  •,  and  on  the 
fourth  he  failed  from  port  Nativity,  taking  his 
courfe  eaftward,  by  a  high  mountain  in  the 
fhape  of  a  tent,  which  he  called  Monte  Chrifto  •, 
and  two  days  afterwards  difcovered  the  Pinta, 
under  the  command  of  Martin  Alonzo  Pinzon, 
who,  coming  on  board,  began  to  excufe  his 
leaving  the  Admiral,  whom  he  pretended  to 
have  loft  in  the  night :  but  though  Columbus 
faw  the  weaknefs  of  hisexcufes,  he  chofe  to  take 
no  notice  of  it,  left,  by  any  difagreement,  they 
might  weaken  the  common  cauie  *  but  he  learnt 
from  Pinzon,  that  having  failed  to  a  river  fif- 
teen leagues  eaftward  from  port  Nativity,  he 
had  bartered  with  the  natives  for  a  large  quan- 
tity of  gold,  half  of  which  he  had  taken  to  him- 
felf,  and  divided  the  reft  among  his  feamen. 

Pinzon  alfo  informed  the  Admiral,  that  ha- 
ving anchored  near  Monte  Chrifto,  he  went  in 
his  boat  up  a  river  to  the  fouth  weft  of  the 
mount,  which  he  called  Rio  de  Oro,  or  the 
Golden  P.i/er,  from  the  quantity  of  gold  which 


was  mixed  among  the  fahd.  Columbus  being 
near  cape  Enamorado,  on  the  thirteenth  of  Ja- 
nuary, feeing  fome  Indians*  in  whofe  faces  were 
mixed  figns  of  fear  and  fiercenefs,  fent  his  boat 
on  fhore  ,  when  the  natives*  who  were  armed 
with  bows,  arrows,  and  other  weapons,  began 
to  ftand  on  their  defence  *  but  a  St.  Salvador 
Indian,  fpeaking  to  them*  one  of  them  was  pre- 
vailed upon  to  go  on  board  the  Admiral's  fhip. 
His  face  was  fmutted  with  charcoal,  and  he  had 
a  very  favage  look  and  behaviour  *  but  having 
anfwered  feveral  queftions,  by  means  of  the  In- 
dian interpreter,  they  gave  him  glafs  beads,  and 
bits  of  red  and  green  cloth*  in  hopes  he  would 
prevail  on  others  to  bring  gold  on  board  to  ex- 
change :  and  then  feafting  him,  they  fet  him  on 
fhore.  Thofe  who  went  to  put  him  on  fhore 
found  fifty-five  naked  Indians,  with  long  hair, 
having  plumes  of  feathers  on  their  heads,  and 
bows  and  arrows  in  their  hands  *  thefe  having 
bartered  two  of  their  bows  and  arrows  with  the 
Spaniards,  refufed  to  fell  any  more*  and  began 
to  ftrike,  and  endeavour  to  feize  therh  *  but  the 
Spaniards,  who  were  only  feven  in  number,  fhot 
one  with  an  arrow,  and  wounded  another*  on 
which  the  Indians  fled.  As  this  fpecimen  of  the 
Spanifh  bravery  might  prevent  their  attacking 
the  fort  Nativity,  Columbus  was  not  difpleafed 
with  the  engagement; 

The  Admiral  fet-  fail  for  Spain  ort  the  fif- 
teenth of  January,  and  enjoyed  a  fair  gale  till 
the  fourteenth  of  February,  when  being  at  the 
diftance  of  two  hundred  and  fixty-three  leagues 
weftward  of  Ferro*  they  encountered  a  violent 
tempeft,  being  toffed  about  at  the  mercy  of  the 
waves,  which  ran  mountains  high.  Columbus, 
and  his  people,  thinking  themfelves  near  deaths 
betook  themfelves  to  their  devotions  *  the  Ad- 
miral vowed  to  go  a  pilgrimage  to  our  Lady  of 
Guadalupe,  and  the  whole  crew  joined  in  a  vow, 
that  in  the  fir  ft  chriftian  country  they  found, 
they  would  walk  barefoot  to  fome  church,  dedi- 
cated to  the  bleffed  Virgin. 

Provifions  were  very  fcarce,  and  the  fhip  was 
in  danger  of  overfetting,  from  the  want  of  bal- 
laft,  which  Columbus  prevented*  by  filling 
cafks  with  fea  water.  The  Admiral  had  now 
recourfe  to  a  method  of  attempting  to  preferve 
the  memory  of  his  difcovery,  which  is  a  re- 
markable proof  both  of  his  fortitude  and  pru- 
dence. He  wrote  two  brief  accounts  of  his 
voyage  on  two  fkins  of  parchment,  which  wrap- 
ping in  oil  cloaths,  he  covered  them  with  wax, 
and  putting  them  into  twowooden  veffels,  threw 
them  into  the  fea. 

On  the  fifteenth  of  February,  he  difcovered 
land  a-head,  bearing  from  them  eaft  north  eaft  ; 
fome  of  them  thought  it  was  Madera,  others 
imagined  it  to  be  the  rock  Cintra,  near  Lifbon  •, 
but  Columbus  laid,  it  was  one  of  the  Azores  : 
and  on  the  eighteenth,  they  came  to  an  anchor 
on  the  north  fide  of  the  ifland,  which  they  found 
to  be  St.  Mary's. 

The  fatigue  wk:ch  the  Admiral  had  under- 
gone, having  rendered  him  lame,  the  inhabi- 
tants brought  on  board  provifions  from  the  Go- 
vernor, expreffing  their  furprize  that  they  had 
weathered  the  ftorm. 

On  the  nineteenth,  Columbus  directed  half 
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the  men  to  go  on  fhore,  to  perform  their  vow, 
by  walking  in  proceffion  to  a  pilgrimage,  which 
Was  near,  propofing  to  go  himlelf,  with  the  o- 
ther  half,  on  their  return  ;  but  they  had  no 
fooner  undreft  theitifelves,  than  the  whole  town 
fell  upon  them,  and  made  them  prifoners*  Co- 
lumbus fufpecting  what  had  happened  from  his 
people's  not  returnirig,  failed  round  a  point  of 
land,  where  he  had  a  full  view  of  the  hermitage ; 
and  law  abundance  of  people  come  into  the  boat, 
and  make  towards  him. 

The  Governor  of  the  ifland  (landing  Up,  de- 
manded hoftages  •,  but  although  they  were  offer- 
ed him,  he  would  not  venture  on  board,  but 
keeping  at  adiftance,  Columbus  demanded  why 
he  fent  refrefhments,  and  perfons  on  board  to 
invite  them  on  more  •,  and  then,  notwithstand- 
ing the  nations  of  Caftile  and  Portugal  were  at 
peace,  fo  bafely  to  detain  his  men.  The  Por- 
tuguefe  Governor  replying,  thac  what  he  had 
done  was  by  command  of  the  King  ;  Columbus 
imagined  the  two  nations  were  at  war,  and  Cal- 
ling his  people  to  witnefs  what  was  faid,  he 
fwore,  that  if  they  did  not  reftore  his  men  and 
boat,  he  would  carry  an  hundred  Portuguefe, 
prifoners  into  Spain. 

Having  made  this  declaration,  and  the  wind 
blowing  frefh,  he  returned  and  anchored  at  his 
former  port.  He  ordered  the  cafks  to  be  filled 
with  fea  water,  by  way  of  ballaft,  and  ftood  to 
fea,  toward  the  ifland  of  St.  Michael ;  but  a 
ftorm  preventing  his  reaching  it,  he  returned  to 
that  of  St.  Mary,  when  a  boat  came  off  with 
two  clergymen,  a  notary,  and  five  feamen  :  and 
in  the  Governor's  name,  required  the  Admiral 
to  fhew  them  the  King  of  Spain's  commiffion ; 
with  which  being  fatisfied,  they  returned  and 
releafed  the  Spaniards  •,  the  King  of  Portugal 
having  fent  orders  to  all  his  Governors  to  feize 
Columbus,  which  fcheme  not  fucceeding,  by 
his  flaying  on  board,  they  difmiffed  his  men. 

Columbus  having  recovered  his  men,  and  the 
weather  being  fine,  they  left  the  ifland  on  the 
twenty-fourth  of  February,  and  fleered  to  the 
eaflward  •,  but  on  the  fecond  of  March,  they 
met  with  fo  dreadful  a  ftorm,  that  the  Admiral 
gave  directions  for  calling  lots  for  a  pilgrim  to 
go  to  St.  Mary  de  Cinta  en  Guelva,  and  the  lot 
fell  on  Columbus  himfelf. 

They  now  drove  with  their  fails  furled,  in  the 
utmofl  danger,  and  at  length  happily  difcovered 
the  rock  of  Lifbon,  which  they  weathered  with 
great  difficulty  •,  and  next  day  came  to  an  an- 
chor in  the  Tagus. 

Columbus  now  fent  an  exprefs  to  the  King 
of  Portugal,  defiring  leave  to  caft  anchor  be- 
fore the  city,  as  a  place  of  more  fafety  than 
his  prefent  fituation  •,  and  another  to  their 
Catholic  Majefties,  with  the  news  of  his  ar- 
rival. 

Bartholomew  Diaz  de  Lifboa,  in  an  armed 
boat,  filled  with  men,  came  to  Columbus  the 
filth  of  March,  and  ordered  him  to  give  an  ac- 
count of  himfelf  ro  the  King's  Officers.  Colum- 
bus anfwered,  that  he  was  Admiral  to  their 
Catholic  Majefties,  and  would  neither  leave  the 
fhip,  nor  fend  any  of  his  people  on  fuch  bufi- 
nefs.  The  Portuguefe  then  defired  to  fee  his 
commiffion  from  die  King  of  Spain,  with  which 


Columbus  having  complied,  they  departed. 

As  foon  as  it  was  known  at  Lifbon,  that  the 
Admiral  Was  arrived,  an  incredible  number  of 
people  flocked  to  fee  him,  and  the  Indians  :  the 
fiver  was  covered  with  boats,  and  many  of  the 
Portuguefe  lamented  that  the  avarice  or  incre- 
dulity of  their  Sovereign,  had  deprived  their 
nation  of  the  honour  and  advantage  of  Colum- 
bus's difcoveries. 

The  Admiral  now  received  a  letter  from  the 
King  of  Portugal,  who  congratulated  him  on 
his  return,  and  defired  to  fee  him.  After  fome 
deliberation,  Columbus  determined  to  vifit  his 
Majefly,  who  was  then  at  Val  Paraifo,  about 
nine  miles  from  Lifoon,  for  which  place  he  fet 
out  on  Saturday  the  ninth  of  March,  and  the 
King  ordered  the  whole  houfhold  to  go  out  to 
meet  him,  and  received  him  with  great  honour, 
ordered  him  to  be  covered,  and  to  fit  in  his  pre- 
fence  ;  and  having  heard  with  pleafure  the  par- 
ticulars of  the  voyage  •,  he'  obferved  that  as  Co- 
lumbus had  been  in  his  fervice  before,  the  con- 
q-uefl  rather  belonged  to  him  than  the  King  of 
Spain  ;  but  Columbus  declaring  himfelf  of  a 
different  opinion,  his  Majefly  faid,  "  he  did 
not  doubt  but  that  juilice  would  be  done 
him." 

The  King  having  in  vain  tried,  by  large  offers, 
to  engage  Columbus  again  in  his  fervice,  he  took 
his  leave,  attended  by  many  perfons  of  rank, 
on  the  eleventh  of  March,  when  pairing  through 
Villa  Franca,  where  the  Queen  was  in  a  mo- 
naftry,  her  Majefly  defiring  to  fee  him,  he 
waited  on  her,  and  gave  her  an  account  of  his 
voyage. 

A  fervant  of  the  King's  overtook  him,  and 
offered  him,  in  his  Majefty's  name,  a  fafe  con- 
duel  and  proper  accommodations,  if  he  chofe  to 
go  to  Caftile  by  land ;  but  this  offer  he  declin- 
ed, and  fetting  fail  on  Wednesday  the  thir- 
teenth of  March,  he  arrived  on  Friday  follow- 
ed at  Saltes,  and  came  to  an  anchor  in  the  port 
of  Palos,  from  whence  he  failed  on  the  third  of 
Auguft  preceeding. 

On  his. landing,  he  w.ts  received  amid  ft  the 
acclamations  of  the  people,  who  gave  thanks  to 
God  for  his  fuccefs.  Having  learnt,  that  their 
Majefties  were  at  Barcelona,  he  fent  advice  of 
his  arrival,  and  a  fummary  account  of  his  voyage. 
Pinzon,  who  had  already  arrived  in  Galicia,- 
determined  himfelf  to  carry  the  news  to  court ; 
but  receiving  orders  not  to  come,  without  the 
Admiral,  he  was  fo  affected  with  the  difappoint- 
ment,  that  he  died  of  grief  in  a  few  days  after- 
wards, at  the  place  of  his  birth. 

When  Columbus  was  at  Seville,  in  his  way 
to  Barcelona,  he  received  a  letter  from  their 
Majefties,  directed  "  To  Don  Chriftopher  Co- 
lumbus, our  Admiral  of  the  occean  •,  Viceroy 
and  Governor  of  the  iflands  that  have  been 
difcovered  in  the  Indies." 

The  roads  were  amazingly  crowded  to  fee 
him,  and  the  Indians  in  his  train ;  the  curiofi- 
ties  he  brought  were  carried  uncovered ;  and 
to  honour  the  Admiral,  their  Majefties  ordered 
the  royal  throne  to  be  placed  in  public,  under 
which  they  fat,  together  with  Prince  John.  The 
Admiral  came  in,  attended  by  many  gentle- 
men ;  and  when  he  approached  them,  the  King 
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flood  up,  gave  him  his  hand  to  kifs,  and  Co- 
lumbus kneeling,  he  bid  him  rife,  and  at  the 
fame  time  ordering  a  chair  to  be  brought,  direct- 
ed him  to  fit  by  his  fide. 

Columbus  gave  their  Majefties  an  account  of 
his  voyages,  and  difcoveries,  fhewed  the  In- 
dians as  they  appeared  in  their  own  country, 
and  exhibited  all  the  curiofities  he  had  brought. 
When  he  had  concluded  his  account,  their 
Majefties  knelt  down,  and  with  tears  in  their 
eyes,  returned  thanks  to  God,  and  immedi- 
ately the  chorifters  of  the  chapel  fung  Te  De- 
um. 

The  articles  heretofore  concluded  with  the 
Admiral  were  only  in  form  of  a  contract  •,  but 
as  he  had  performed  what  he  engaged  to  do, 
their  Majefties  now  paffed  grants,  making  good 
what  they  had  before  promifed  him. 

When  his  Majefty  rode  through  Barcelona,  he 
would  make  the  Admiral  ride  by  his  fide,  an 
honour,  till  then,  peculiar  to  the  princes  of  the 


blood.  The  importance  of  his  difcoveries  in* 
duced  their  Majefties  to  difpatch  an  Ambafiador 
to  Pope  Alexander  VI.  requefting  his  autho- 
rity for  an  exclufive  title  to  the  countries  which 
had  been,  or  might  be  difcovered  :  this  the 
Pope  readily  complied  with,  drawing  a  line 
from  pole  to  pole,  one  hundred  leagues  weft- 
ward  from  the  Cape  de  Verd  illands,  granting 
to  their  Majefties  all  the  dominions  beyond  that 
part  of  the  globe. 

As  this  voyage  of  Columbus  appeared  to  be 
of  the  higheft  confequence,  we  have  given  it 
almoft  literally  from  the  beft  Spanifh  hiftori- 
ans  ;  and  as  he  was  the  firft  navigator,  who 
ventured  in  a  fearlefs  manner,  far  from  fhore, 
we  lhall  purfue  the  fame  fcrupulous  exactnefs 
through  his  other  voyages,  and  then  proceed 
to  that  of  Magellan,  who  was  the  firft  cir- 
cum-navigator,  or  rather  the  firft  who  attempt- 
ed a  voyage  round  the  world,  for  he  did  not 
live  to  return  to  Europe. 


CHAP. 
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Columbus 's  fecond  voyage.  He  difcovers  the  ijlands  of  Dominica,  Marigalante  and  Guada- 
lupe ;  lands,  and  attempts  to  trade  with  the  inhabitants,  but  in  vain  :  difcovers  Mont" 
ferat,  Antigua,  and  other  ijlands  ;  arrives  at  Hijpaniola,  finds  the  colony  defiroyed,  and 
the  Spaniards  killed.  EfiabliJ/oes  a  new  fettlement  ;  fails  along  the  coaft  of  Cuba  ;  lands 
at,  and  leaves  Jamaica  ;  finds  a  great  number  of  f  nail  ijlands,  which  he  calls  the  Queen's 
Garden  ;  fails  to  Ifabella  in  Hijpaniola,  where  he  meets  his  brother  Bartholomew  ;  account 
of  irregularities  committed  in  his  abfence  ;  extraordinary  battle  between  the  Spaniards  and 
Indians ;  Columbus  returns  to  Spain,  to  give  the  King  and  Queen  an  account  of  his 
conduct. 


AS  foon  as  their  Catholic  Majefties  had 
received  the  Pope's  grant,  they  were 
defirous  that  Columbus  fhould  fail  on 
his  fecond  voyage,  for  which  reafon  they  took 
fuch  effectual  meafures  to  advance  the  ex- 
pedition, that  in  a  little  time,  feventeen  fail  of 
(hips  of  various  fizes  were  ready  to  put  "to  fea, 
and  no  lefs  than  fifteen  hundred  men,  many  of 
them  perfons  of  good  families,  offered  their  fer- 
vices;  taking  an  oath  of  obedience  to  their  Ma- 
jefties, and  to  the  Admiral. 

Columbus  having  taking  on  board  the  feeds 
of  plants,  and  trees  of  various  kinds,  wheat, 
barley,  oats,  and  other  grain,  lime,  bricks  and 
other  materials  for  building ;  horfes,  affes,  cows, 
and  other  animals  for  breeding,  in  the  new 
plantations ;  and  having  put  all  his  men  on 
board,  failed  on  the  twenty-fifth  of  September 
1493,  before  fun  rifing,  from  the  bay  of  Ca- 
diz, and  fleering  fouth  weft,  made  the  Grand 
Canaria  on  the  fecond  of  October  ;  and  on  the 
fifth  anchored  at  Gomera,  where  he  ftaid  two 
days,  taking  in  wood,  water,  and  cattle,  and 
particularly  he  purchafed  eight  fows,  from  which 
all  that  have  fince  been  in  the  Weft  Indies  were 
produced.  He  alio  took  in  poultry,  and'  all 
forts  of  feeds  for  fallading,  and  garden  ftuff  •, 
and  having  delivered  inftruflions  to  every  fhip, 
fealed  up,  which  were  not  to  be  opened,  un- 
N?  II.  D 


lefs  they  fhould  be  feparated  by  bad  weather, 
they  continued  the  voyage  from  the  feventh  of 
October  till  the  twenty-fourth,  when  being  four 
hundred  leagues  weft  of  the  Canaries,  they  were 
aftonifhed  at  not  feeing  any  of  thofe  weeds, 
which  in  their  former  voyage  they  had  met 
with,  at  the  diftance  of  two  hundred  and  fifty 
leagues. 

On  the  twenty-fourth  and  twenty- fifth  of  Oc- 
tober, a  fwallow  flew  conftanrly  about  the  fleet ', 
and  on  the  fecond  of  November  the  Admiral 
imagined  he  was  near  land,  from  the  falling  of 
a  violent  fhower,  and  his  obferving  a  great  al- 
teration in  the  winds  •,  wherefore  he  ordered  the 
fails  to  be  furled,  and  the  men  to  be  upon  the 
watch  all  night,  which  proved  a  neceffary  pre- 
caution ;  for,  at  day  break,  they  difcovered  a 
high  mountainous  ifland,  feven  leagues  to  the 
weft,  which  Columbus  named  Dominica,  from 
its  being  difcovered  on  a  Sunday  morning. 

Soon  afterwards  they  difcovered  three  more 
iflands,  to  the  north  and  north  eaft  of  Domini- 
ca, and  having  now  failed  near  eight  hundred 
leagues  in  twenty  days,  the  people  affembled  on 
the  poop,  and  gave  thanks  to  God  for  their  ex- 
traordinary fuccefs. 

Finding  no  good  anchoring  place  on  the  eaft 
fide  of  Dominica,  the  Admiral  flood  over  to 
Marigalante,  an  ifland  which  he  fo  named  after 
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his  own  fhip,  and  landing,  took  folemn  pofief- 
fion  of  it,  in  the  name,  and  for  the  ufe  of  their 
Catholic  Majefties. 

Sailing  onwards,  on  the  fourth  of  November, 
they  pafied  another  great  ifland,  which  he  cal- 
led Si.  Mary  of  Guadalupe,  at  the  requeft  of 
the  friars  of  the  houieof  that  name,  to  whom  he 
had  promifed  fuch  a  compliment. 

At  the  diftanceof  two  leagues  from  Guadalupe, 
they  difcovered  a  high  rock,  ending  in  a  point, 
whence  ifl'ued  a  violent  ftream  of  water,  the  fal- 
ling of  which  was  plainly  heard  on  board  the 
fhips.  A  party  going  on  fhore  to  a  little  town 
they  difcovered,  found  it  deferted  by  the  inha- 
bitants, who  had  left  fome  children  behind  them, 
to  whofe  arms  the  failors  tied  fome  baubles. 
They  here  found  a  great  number  of  very  large 
parrots,  and  fome  geefe  ;  alfo  pompions,  pine- 
apples, and  other  fruits,  of  which  they  knew 
not  the  name.  They  alio  found  bows  and  ar- 
rows, and  beds  of  cotton  ;  but  to  ingratiate 
themfelyes  with  the  inhabitants,  they  brought 
nothing  away  with  them. 

Columbus,  on  the  next  morning,  fent  two 
boats  on  Ihore,  to  endeavour  to  feize  fome  of 
the  natives,  of  whom  he  wanted  to  know  the 
diftance  to  Hiipaniola,  and  which  way  it  lay. 
Each  of  them  brought  orf  a  young  fellow,  who 
faid  they  were  of  another  ifland,  and  were  taken 
prifoners  by  thofe  of  Guadalupe,  whom  they 
called  Caribbees. 

Soon  after,  the  boats  returning  to  bring  oft' 
fome  of  their  people,  whom  they  had  left  be- 
hind, found  fix  women,  who  had  fled  from  the 
Caribbees,  and  defi-ed,  by  figns,  to  be  taken 
on  board  the  fhip.  The  Admiral  with  a  view 
to  invite  the  others,  would  not  detain  them 
on  board,  but  giving  them  bells  and  glafs 
beads,  put  them  on  fliore,  where  the  Caribbees 
robbed  them,  in  fight  of  the  Spaniards,  of  all 
the  Admiral  had  given  them. 

The  boat  going  again  back  to  the  ifland, 
thefe  poor  women  leaped  into  it,  and  by  the 
moft  expreffive  motions,  begged  the  afliftance  of 
the  failors  againft  the  Caribbees,  who  had  eaten 
their  hufbands,  and  children  :  upon  this,  the 
men  carried  them  back  to  the  fhips,  where 
they  acquainted  the  Admiral,  that  towards  the 
fouth,  there  were  many  iflands,  and  a  large  con- 
tinent. 

Columbus  now  intended  to  leave  the  ifland, 
but  was  prevented  by  the  captain  of  one  of  the 
vefiels  having  landed,  before  day  break,  with 
eight  men,  and  not  being  yet  returned,  where- 
upon he  fent  people  on  fhore,  with  trumpets 
and  mufkets,  who  not  finding  them,  he  lent 
forty  men  more,  under  the  command  of  a  cap- 
tain, directing  them  to  travel  through  the  coun- 
try, to  make  obiervations  ;  and  in  the  mean 
time,  the  others  returned,  when  the  captain  was 
put  in  irons,  and  the  men  ordered  to  Ihort  al- 
lowance, by  way  of  punifhment.  Thofe  who 
went  in  fearch  of  them  being  returned,  reported 
that  they  law  kites,  falcons,  herons,  geele,  par- 
tridges, daws  and  nightingales.  They  found  a 
great  plenty  of  cotton,  fome  trees  which  tailed 
and  fmelt  like  cinnamon  ;  alfo  frankincenfe, 
maftic,  aloes  and  ginger. 


The  Admiral  himfelf  going  on  fhore,  faw  a 
great  number  of  human  fkulls  and  bones  hung 
up  in  balkets,  and  remarked,  that  the  natives 
were  better  provided  with  food  and  lodgings, 
than  thole  in  the  other  iflands  he  had  difcovered. 
He  alfo  found  great  quantities  of  cotton. 

Having  made  what  obfervations  they  thought 
proper,  the  whole  fleet  weighed  anchor  on  the 
tenth  of  November  ;  and  coafting,  in  fearch  of 
Hifpaniola,  to  the  north  weft,  they  faw  an 
ifland,  to  which,  from  its  great  height,  the  Ad- 
miral gave  the  name  of  Montferat.  Thence  he 
proceeded  to  St.  Mary  Redonda,  lb  called  from 
its  being  round  ana  upright ;  and  failing  on- 
wards, they  came  to  St.  Maria  la  Antiqua,  now 
called  Antigua,  which  is  twenty  miles  long,  and 
nearly  as  many  broad.  Still  continuing  their 
couiie  north  weft,  they  faw  feveral  iflands 
ftretching  from  the  north  weft  to  the  fouth  eaft, 
near  one  of  which  the  Admiral  anchored,  and 
called  it  St.  Martin,  where  a  boat  was  fent  on 
fliore  to  take  fome  Indians,  of  whom  they  might 
make  fome  necellary  enquiries. 

The  failors  having  taken  four  men  and  three 
children,  were  met  on  their  return  to  the  fleet 
by  a  canoe,  in  which  were  four  men  and  a  wo- 
man, who  feeing  that  they  could  not  poflibly 
efcape,  flood  upon  their  guard,  when  the  wo- 
man let  fly  an  arrow  with  fuch  ftrength  and  dex- 
terity, that  it  fhot  a  target  quite  through  •,  but 
the  Spaniards  furioufly  boarding  the  canoe, 
overfet  it,  when  one  of  the  Indians,  while  they 
were  making  their  elcape  by  fwimming,  ufed 
his  bow  and  arrow  as  dexteroufly  as  if  he  had 
been  on  fhore. 

Departing  hence,  they  continued  their  voyage 
weft  north  weft,  leaving  above  fifty  iflands  to 
the  northward,  the  largeft  of  which  the  Admi- 
ral called  St.  Urfula,  and  to  the  reft  gave  the 
general  name  of  the  eleven  thoufand  Virgins. 

The  next  ifland  they  made,  they  called  St. 
John  Baptift,  and  the  fleet  anchoring  in  a  bay 
on  the  weft  fide  of  it,  they  took  feveral  forts  of 
fifh,  as  foles,  pilchards,  fkate  and  Iliads  •,  and 
to  the  eaft,  they  faw  falcons,  and  bullies  like 
wild  vines.  Some  of  the  failors  went  on  fliore 
to  fome  well  built  houfes,  with  a  fquare  before 
them,  and  a  broad  road  down  to  the  lea,  adorned 
on  each  fide  with  towers  made  of  cane,  which  at 
the  top  were  curioufly  interwoven  with  greens  ; 
and  a  balcony,  large  enough  to  hold  ten  or 
twelve  perlbns,  was  erected  at  the  end  of  the 
road  next  to  the  fea. 

The  Admiral  arrived  at  the  north  fide  of  Hif- 
paniola on  the  twenty-firft,  and  having  an  In- 
dian on  board,  who  being  a  native  of  thofe 
parts,  and  having  been  converted  to  Chriftiani- 
ty,  and  promifing  that  his  countrymen  fhould 
lubmit  to  the  Spaniards,  he  was  put  on  fliore  at 
the  bay  of  Samana. 

The  voyage  being  continued  towards  the  town 
of  Nativity.,  feveral  Indians  came  on  board  at 
cape  Angel,  to  barter  with  the  Chriftians.  The 
Admiral  coming  to  an  anchor  in  the  port  of 
Monte  Chrifto,  fent  fome  of  his  people  on 
fliore,  who  near  a  river  found  two  dead  men, 
who  had  a  rope  made  of  a  kind  of  broom  about 
their  necks  •,    their   arms  were  extended,    and 
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their  hands  tied  to  a  piece  of  wood  in  the  fhape 
of  a  crofs,  but  they  could  not  difcover  whether 
they  were  Indians  or  Chriftians. 

The  Admiral  fent  many  others  on  fhore  at 
feperate  places  the  next  day,  being  the  twenty- 
fixth,  when  feveral  of  the  Indians  came  to  the 
Spaniards  without  fear,  and  in  a  friendly  man- 
ner, and  pronounced  the  name  of  their  fhirts, 
and  other  words  in  Spanifh,  which  they  had 
learnt  of  thofe  who  had  fettled  oh  the  coaft, 
which  relieved  the  Admiral  from  his  apprehen- 
fions,  on  account  of  the  dead  bodies  that  had 
been  found. 

The  next  day  Columbus  anchored  near  the 
town  of  the  Nativity,  when  a  canoe  came  to  the 
fleet,  with  fome  Indians,  who  afked  for  the  Ad- 
miral, and  being  delired  to  come  on  board,  they 
refilled,  till  they  faw  and  knew  him  ;  lb  that 
he  was  obliged  to  go  to  the  fhip's  fide,  where 
they  prefented  him  with  two  mafks  from  the 
cacique  Guacanagari.  The  Admiral  enquir- 
ing concerning  the  Chriftians  left  there,  was  in- 
formed, that  fome  of  them  were  dead,  and  the 
reft  leparated,  and  gone  to  otheV  countries. 
Though  Columbus  was  not  without  his  fufpi- 
cions,  yet  he  took  no  notice,  but  giving  them 
fome  fmall  prefents,  made  of  tin,  he  difmifled 
them  ;  and  the  next  morning,  going  on  fhore, 
he  was  much  concerned  to  find  the  fort  and 
houfes  burnt,  and  nothing  left  belonging  to  the 
Spaniards,  but  a  few  ragged  cloaths,  and  other 
trifles. 

He  now  ordered  the  well  to  be  cleanfed, 
thinking  to  find  gold  in  it,  having,  at  his  de- 
parture, ordered  them  to  throw  all  their  gold 
into  the  well,  in  cafe  of  accidents.  But  they 
foon  found  the  bodies  of  eleven  of  the  Chrifti- 
ans, eight  of  them  on  the  fea  fhore,  who  ap- 
peared to  have  been  dead  about  a  month. 

While  they  were  continuing  the  fearch,  a  bro- 
ther of  Guacanagari  came  to  vifit  the  Admiral, 
attended  by  fome  Indians,  who  had  learnt  a 
little  Spanifh,  from  whom  he  underftood,  that 
foon  after  he  fet  fail,  the  people  at  the  fort  had 
quarrelled  among  themfelves,  every  one  graft- 
ing after  riches,  and  taking  as  many  women  as 
they  pleafed  from  among  the  natives.  That 
Peter  Gutierres  and  Efcovedo,  having  killed 
one  James,  they  and  nine  others  went  away  with 
their  women  to  a  cacique,  named  Caunabo,  who 
was  lord  of  the  mines,  and  had  deftroyed  them 
all.  That,  after  fome  time,  Caunabo  returned, 
with  a  great  number  of  men  to  the  fort,  where 
only  remained  James  de  Arana,  and  ten  men 
to  guard  it,  the  reft  being  difperfed  about  the 
ifland.  Caunabo,  arriving  by  night,  fet  fire  to 
the  houfes,  whereupon  the  Chriftians,  with  their 
women,  fled  towards  the  fea,  where  eight  of 
them  were  drowned,  and  the  other  three  flain 
on  fhore  :  that  Guacanagari  could  not  wait  on 
the  Admiral,  being  wounded  in  attempting  to 
revenge  the  death  of  the  Spaniards  on  Caunabo 
and  his  followers. 

Some  Spaniards  having  been  fent  up  the 
country,  had  vifited  Guacanagari,  and  found 
him  ill  of  his  wounds,  which  confirming  this 
account,  Columbus  determined  to  vifit  him  the 
next  day,  when  with  manifeft  token?  of  forrow, 


he  repeated  all  that  had  happened,  fhewing  his 
wounds,  which  did  not  appear  to  be  made  with 
European  arms,  but  with  wooden  fwords  and 
arrows,  pointed  with  fifh  bones. 

The  Admiral  having  condoled  with  Guaca- 
nagari, received  of  him,  by  way  of  prefent, 
eight  firings  of  fmall  beads,  compofed  of  white 
green  and  red  ftones,  a  firing  of  gold  beads,  a 
crown  of  the  fame  metal,  and  about  thirty-two 
ounces  of  gold  dull.  The  Admiral  in  return 
gave  him  abundance  of  baubles,  worth  about 
twenty  pence,  Englifh  money. 

The  poor  cacique,  though  very  ill,  would 
go  with  the  Admiral  to  fee  the  fleet,  where  he 
was  genteely  entertained,  and  appeared  highly 
delighted  with  the  fight  of  the  Spanifh  holies, 
of  which  he  had  before  heard  an  account. 

Guacanagari  afterwards  embraced  the  Chrif- 
tian  religion,  Columbus  himfelf  having  inftrudl- 
ed  him  in  the  moft  eflential  arcicles. 

On  the  feventh  of  December,  the  Admiral 
failed  with  his  whole  fleet  to  the  eaftward,  and 
foon  after  anchored  before  an  Indian  town,  where 
relblving  to  plant  a  colony,  he  landed  the  peo- 
ple he  intended  for  fettlers,  together  with  pro- 
vifions  and  utenfils,  in  a  plain  near  a  rock, 
where  he  built  a  town,  and  called  it  Ifabella,  in 
honour  of  the  queen. 

This  place  was  judged  convenient,  the  har- 
bour being  large,  and  an  excellent  river  running 
within  a  bow  ihot  of  it,  from  which  canals  of 
water  might  be  cut,  to  run  through  the  middle 
of  the  town,  beyond  which  was  a  plain,  from 
which  the  Indians  faid  it  was  not  far  to  the 
mines  of  Cebao. 

The  building  this  new  fettlement  employed 
the  Admiral  from  the  eleventh  of  December, 
till  the  twelfth  of  March,  in  the  year  1494  ;  but 
having  at  length  compleated  it,  he  lent  Alonzo 
de  Hojeda,  with  fifteen  men,  to  feek  out  the 
mines  of  Cebao. 

On  die  fecond  of  February,  the  affairs  of  the 
town  being  then  tolerably  well  fettled,  Colum- 
bus fent  twelve  of  his  fhips,  under  the  command 
of  Anthony  de  Torres,  to  Caftiie,  with  an  ac- 
count of  all  his  tranfadlions  in  this  fecond 
voyage,  in  a  letter  to  their  Catholic  Majefties. 
Hojeda  returned  in  a  fhort  time  with  an  account 
that  on  the  fecond  day,  after  he  left  the  town 
of  Ifabella,  he  lay  at  the  pais  of  a  mountain, 
which  was  very  difficult  of  accefs ;  that  after- 
wards he  found  caciques,  who  were  very  kind 
to  him,  almoft  at  every  league's  diftance,  that 
on  the  fixth  day  of  his  journey,  he  came  to  the 
mines  of  Cebao,  where  he  faw  the  Indians  take 
up  gold  out  of  a  fmall  river,  as  they  did  from 
feveral  others  in  the  fame  province. 

The  Admiral,  whowasjuft  recovered  from 
a  fit  of  illnefs,  was  highly  delighted  with 
this  news,  and  refolving  to  view  the  coun- 
try, having  ordered  all  the  ammunition  on 
board  his  own  fliip,  and  left  a  ftrong  guard  with 
the  veflels,  he  took  v/ith  him  all  the  reft  of 
the  people,  fome  on  horfeback,  fome  on  foot, 
and  fet  out  for  Cebao. 

The  reafon  why  the  Admiral  took  this  pre- 
caution refpecling  the  fhips  was,  that  one  Ber- 
nardo de  Pifa,  who  had  undertaken  the  voyage 
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as  comptroller  to  the  King  of  Spain,  had  taken 
the  opportunity  of  Columbus's  illnefs,  to  fpirit 
up  the  men  to  mutiny,  who  being  difappointed 
in  their  extravagant  expectation  of  finding  great 
quantities  of  gold,  without  trouble,  had  readily 
joined  him  in  a  defign  of  feizing  the  fhips,  and 
rerurning  to  Spain  ;  but  the  mutiny  being  dif- 
covered,  Columbus  feized  and  fecured  de  Pifa, 
in  order  to  fend  him  to  Spain,  to  take  his  trial 
for  the  offence. 

The  Admiral  leaving  his  brother  James  to 
lake  care  of  the  fleet,  and  taking  with  him  all 
neceffanes  for  building  a  fort  at  Cebao,  made 
his  men  march  in  regular  order,  with  trumpets 
founding,  and  colours  hying.  In  this  order 
they  marched  by  the  fide  of  the  river,  which  lay 
near  Ilabella,  and  at  a  league's  diftance  crofled 
another  river,  and  encamped  three  leagues  be- 
yond it,  in  a  delightful  plain,  which  extended 
to  the  foot  of  a  rock,  which  he  called  the  Gen- 
tleman's Pais,  becaufe  fome  gentlemen  went 
forward  to  direct  the  making  of  a  road  there. 

Beyond  this  pafs  he  entered  a  large  plain,  on 
which  they  travelled  fiv^  '^agues  that  day  ;  and 
at  night  encamped  near  a  great  river,  which  the 
men  paffed  upon  floats  and  canoes.  This  he 
called  the  x.iver  of  Canes,  which  falls  into  the 
lea  at  Monte  Chnfto. 

In  this  march  they  paffed  many  Indian  towns, 
formed  of  round  thatched  houfes,  with  doors  lb 
low  that  no  one  could  enter  without  Hooping. 

As  foo.i  as  the  Indians  from  Ilabella  entered 
thefe  towns  they  went  into  the  houfes,  and  took 
what  they  pleafed,  to  which  the  owners  feem- 
ed  to  have  no  objection,  and  feemed  difp leafed 
that  the  Spaniards  would  not  permit  them  to 
make  equally  free  with  their  effects. 

Procetding  from  the  River  of  Canes,  on  the 
fourteenth  of  March,  Columbus  at  a  diftance  of 
a  league  and  a  half,  found  a  great  river,  which 
he  called  the  River  of  Gold,  from  fome  grains 
of  that  metal  which  they  found  there. 

Pafllng  this  river,  he  proceeded  to  a  large 
town,  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  which  were 
fled  to  the  mountains,  and  the  reft  barred  the 
doors  againft  him  with  canes,  which  they  fup- 
pofed  a  fufTicient  defence ;  for,  according  to 
their  cuftoms,  no  man  dared  to  break  a  door  fo 
barred. 

Hence  he  went  to  another  river,  which  he 
called  the  Green  River,  the  banks  of  which 
was  covered  with  bright  round  ftones,  where 
he  refted  for  that  night.  In  this  manner  he 
continued  his  journey  through  feveral  towns,  the 
doors  of  which  were  barred  againft  him  by  canes 
placed  acrofs  each  other,  till,  on  the  fixteenth, 
he  entered  the  province  of  Cebao,  which  is 
rough  and  ftony,  yet  well  fupplied  with  grais, 
and  watered  by  feveral  rivers,  in  which  plenty 
of  gold  was  found. 

Here  the  Admiral  ordered  a  fort  to  be 
built  in  a  ftrong  and  pleafant  fituation,  and  cal- 
led it  the  caftle  of  St.  Thomas,  the  ufe  of  which 
was  to  protect  tlic  Spanifh  adventurers,  who 
fhould  come  to  work  the  mines. 

Having  placed  a  garrifon  of  fixty  men  in  this 
fort,  among  whom  were  many  workmen,  to 
compleat  the  building,  he  fat  out  on  his  return 


for  Ifabella,  which  was  at  eighteen  leagues  dif- 
tance •,  and  in  his  journey  was  met  by  many  of 
the  natives,  who  came  to  fell  their  provifions, 
which  were  chiefly  bread  and  garlick. 

On  the  twenty-ninth  of  March,  they  arrived 
fafely  at  Ifabella,  and  found  melons  fit  to  eat, 
the  feed  of  which  was  put  into  the  ground  but 
two  months  before  ;  their  cucumbers  came  to 
perfection  in  twenty  days,  and  a  vine  of  the 
country  being  pruned,  produced  large  grapes. 
"Wheat  fowed  at  the  end  of  January  was  already 
ripe  •,  fugar  canes,  and  the  ftones  of  fruit,  fprotit- 
ed  in  ieven  days  ;  vine  branches  produced  grapes 
fit  to  gather  in  twenty-five  days,  and  vetches 
produced  a  ripe  crop  in  the  fame  fpace  of  time ; 
the  water  was  clear  and  cool,  and  of  an  agree- 
able tafte,  and  the  air  of  the  climate  was  extreme- 
ly temperate. 

A  meffenger  arrived  at  Ifabella,  on  the  firft 
of  April,  with  an  account  that  the  cacique 
Caunabo  was  preparing  to  attack  the  fort  of  St. 
Thomas.  Columbus  knowing  that  the  people 
of  the  countiy  were  afraid,  even  of  the  fight  of 
his  horfes,was  under  no  great  apprehenfions  from 
their  attacks  ;  yet  as  he  propofed  to  go  to  fea 
with  three  of  his  vefiels,  he  thought  it  prudent 
to  leave  all  quiet  behind  him  ;  and  therefore 
fent  feventy  men  to  the  fort,  with  ammunition  and 
provifions,  twenty-five  of  whom  were  to  guard 
the  fort,  and  the  reft  to  be  employed  in  fearch- 
ing  for  the  fords  of  rivers,  and  making  the  roads 
more  paflable. 

In  the  mean  time,  as  bifcuit  began  to  grow 
fcarce,  and  they  had  none  but  wheaten  flour, 
the  Admiral  caufed  mills  to  be  erected  to  grind 
the  Indian  corn,  and  fent  out  parties  of  his  peo- 
ple to  traverfe  the  ifland,  that  they  might  be 
accuftomed  to  the  Indian  diet  •,  thefe  people 
Hojeda  was  to  conduct  to  St.  Thomas,  where, 
delivering  them  to  Peter  Margarite,  he  was  to 
proceed  round  the  ifland  with  them,  and  Ho- 
jeda to  take  the  command  of  St.  Thomas. 

This  party  of  upwards  of  four  hundred  men 
left  Ifabella  on  the  twenty-ninth  of  April,  and 
having  crofled  the  River  of  Gold,  they  appre- 
hended a  cacique,  and  his  brother,  whom  Ho- 
jeda fent  in  chains  to  Columbus.  This  cacique 
had  fupplied  three  Spaniards,  with  five  Indians, 
to  carry  their  cloaths  over  a  river  •,  but  being  in 
the  middle,  they  turned  back,  and  ran  awav 
with  the.  clo.iths,  which  the  cacique  feized  for 
his  own  ufe. 

Another  cacique,  who  lived  beyond  the  ri- 
ver, having  done  fome  fervices  to  the  Spaniards, 
refolved  to  go  to  Ifabella,  to  plead  in  their 
behalf.  Columbus  received  him  kindly,  but 
ordered  the  prifoners  to  be  put  to  death  in 
the  market-place,  which  the  honeft  cacique  fee- 
ing, burft  into  tears,  and  prevailed  with  the 
Admiral  to  give  them  their  lives. 

As  foon  as  they  were  pardoned,  a  man  on 
horfeback  arrived  from  St.  Thomas,  with  an 
account,  that  in  a  town  belonging  to  that  very 
cacique,  who  had  been  prifoner,  he  found  five 
Spaniards  taken  by  his  fubjects  as  they  were 
coming  from  Ilabella,  and  that  he,  frightning  the 
Indians  with  his  horfe,  had  releafed  them,  driv- 
ing four  hundred  men  before  him,  two  of  whom 
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he  wounded  in  the  purfuit.  Columbus  hav- 
ing now  determined  to  make  a  difcovery  of  the 
continent,  appointed  a  council,  confiding  of  his 
brother  James,  and  five  other  peribns,  to  go- 
vern the  ifland  in  his  abfence ;  and  then  fail 
with  three  fliips  for  Cuba,  and  coafting  along 
the  fouth  fide  of  that  ifland,  he  entered  a  bay, 
which,  from  its  largenefs  and  depth  of  water, 
he  called  Puerto  Grande,  or  the  Grand  Port. 

A  oreat  number  of  Indians  now  came  on  board, 
bringing  fifh,  bread  and  water,  for  which  they 
demanded  nothing  ;  but  the  Admiral  prefented 
them  with  beads,  bells,  and  other  baubles. 

On  the  third  of  May,  he  flood  over  for  Ja- 
maica, where  he  had  been  told  there  was  plenty 
of  gold,  and  he  reached  that  ifland  on  the  fifth, 
when  a  great  number  of  the  natives  came  in 
their  canoes  to  exchange  provifions  for  toys. 

He  coafted  along  the  ifland  the  next  day, 
fending  his  boats  to  found  the  mouths  of  the 
harbours,  when  there  came  fo  many  perfons 
armed  in  canoes,  that  the  Spaniards  thought  pro- 
per to  retire  to  their  fhips  to  prevent  coming  to 
hoftilitieswith  them-,  but  afterwards  confidering, 
that  if  they  fhewed  any  figns  of  fear,  it  would 
but  encourage  the  Indians,  they  refolved  to  en- 
ter the  harbour  of  Puerto  Bueno  •,  and,  as  the 
Indians  had  attempted  to  drive  them  off,  they 
faluted  them  with  a  flight  of  arrows,  which 
wounding  fixteen,  they  all  immediately  fled  ; 
after  which,  many  of  them  came  on  board  and 
dealt  in  a  peaceable  manner. 

The  Admiral  having  repaired  his  fhip,  re- 
folved to  re-vifit  Cuba,  to  difcover  whether  it 
was  an  ifland  or  a  continent. 

The  day  they  left  Jamaica,  a  young  Indian 
came  on  board,  defiring  to  go  with  them,  and 
his  fifters,  and  other  relations  following  him, 
entreated  him  with  tears  in  their  eyes  not  to  go, 
whereupon,  being  determined,  he  fecreted  him- 
felf  in  the  fhip,  that  he  might  not  fee  his  fifters 
weep.  The  Admiral  being  pleafed  with  his  re- 
folution,  gave  orders  that  he  fhould  be  ufed 
with  the  utmoft  kindnefs. 

Columbus  reached  the  point  of  Cuba  on  the 
fifteenth  of  May,  and  gave  it  the  name  of  Ca- 
bo  de  Santa  Cruz,  or  cape  Holy  Crofs ;  when 
running  along  the  coaft,  there  happened  a 
dreadful  ftorm  of  thunder  and  lightening,  and 
being  among  the  currents  and  flats,  they  were 
in  great  danger  •,  for  they  could  not  take  in  their 
fails,  which  fhould  be  always  done  in  cafe  of 
thunder. 

Continuing  their  courfe  north  and  north  eaft, 
they  found  an  immenfe  number  of  little  low 
fandy  iflands,  juft  appearing  above  the  furface 
of  the  water.  The  Admiral  gave  all  thefe  iflands 
the  general  name  of  the  Queen's  Garden. 

On  the  next  day,  they  counted  no  lefs  than 
one  hundred  and  fixty  of  the  iflands,  on  fome 
of  which  they  faw  abundance  of  turtle,  and  their 
eggs  •,  and  on  others,  a  number  of  large  red 
cranes,  and  fmall  finging-birds.  The  air  was 
remarkably  fweet,  and  fmelled  as  if  it  had  been 
perfumed, 

In  a  channel,  between  two  of  the  iflands,  they 

faw  a  canoe,  with  Indian  fifhermen,  who  fhewed 

no  figns   of  fear,  but  beckoned  to  them  not  to 

approach  till  they  had  done  fifhing,  with  which 
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the  Spaniards  complied,  and  obferved  their  man- 
ner of  fifhing  to  be  as  follows  ;  they  tied  fome 
fmall  fifh,  called  Reves,  by  the  tail,  which 
faftened  themlelves  by  means  of  a  kind  of 
fucker  at  its  head  to  another  fifh,  and  the  fifh- 
ermen drew  up  both  together. 

The  Admiral  on  the  twenty-fecond  of  May 
landed  on  an  ifland,  fomewhat  larger  than  the 
reft,  which  he  called  St.  Mary's  ;  and  going  in- 
to a  town,  the  inhabitants  fled,  when  the  Spa- 
niards entering  their  houfes,  found  nothing  but 
fifh,  which  was  all  their  food,  and  fome  dogs, 
which  alio  fed  upon  the  fame. 

They  now  failed  north  eaft  ;  but  were  ftill 
in  danger  from  the  incredible  number  of  fmall 
iflands,  and  notwithftanding  the  Admiral  con- 
ftantly  kept  men  on  the  round  top  to  look  out, 
the  fhip  often  touched  ground,  and  he  was  o- 
bliged  to  give  up  his  intention  of  failing  eaft 
about. 

The  Admiral  now  touched  at  Cuba  to  water, 
where  a  failor  going  on  fhor^,  and  getting  up 
in  a  tree,  with  his  crofs-bow,  to  kill  fome  bird 
or  beaft,  faw  about  thirty  Indians,  armed  with 
fpears  and  ftaves  •,  and  among  them  was  one, 
drefled  in  a  white  veft,  that  hung  down  to  his 
knees,  who  was  carried  by  two  others,  who  had 
vefts  down  to  their  feet,  all  three  of  them  as 
white  as  the  Spaniards  :  whereupon  being 
frightened  at  their  numbers,  he  called  out,  up- 
on which  they  all  ran  away,  without  once  look- 
ing back.  This  account  being  thought  extra- 
ordinary, the  Admiral  lent  others  on  fhore  the 
next  day,  to  know  the  truth  of  it :  but  the 
ground  was  fo  marihy,  and  the  woods  fo  thick, 
that  they  were  obliged  to  return,  after  travel- 
ling about  half  a  league. 

Sailing  hence  weftward,  about  ten  leagues, 
they  faw  houfes  on  fhore,  from  which  the  inha- 
bitants brought  them  food  and  water  in  canoes, 
for  which  the  Spaniards  paid  liberally ;  but  the 
Admiral  detained  one  of  the  people,  telling 
him  and  his  companions,  by  the  interpreter,  that 
he  would  difmifs  him  as  foon  as  he  had  given 
him  an  account  of  the  country,  and  directions 
for  their  voyage  ;  at  which  the  Indian  being 
pleafed,  informed  the  Admiral,  that  Cuba  was 
an  ifland  •,  that  the  coaft  was  low,  and  furround- 
ed  by  fmall  iflands ;  and  that  the  cacique,  or 
king  of  it,  never  ipoke  to  his  fubjects,  but  by 
figns. 

On  the  next  day  the  Admiral  was  obliged  to 
have  the  fhip  towed  over  a  flat,  where  there 
was  not  more  than  a  foot  of  water,  to  pafs  from 
one  channel  to  aaother.  Bearing  up  towards 
Cuba,  they  faw  fuch  a  number  of  large  turtles, 
that  the  fea  was  covered  with  them  ;  and  early 
in  the  morning  of  the  day  following,  the  day- 
light was  perfectly  obfcured,  by  a  prodigious 
number  of  fea  crows,  which  flew  in  a  kind  of 
cloud,  and  lighted  upon  the  ifland. 

On  the  next  day  they  faw  an  incredible  num- 
ber of  butterflies,  which  alfo  darkened  the  air, 
but  a  fhower  of  rain  carried  them  away. 

The  Admiral  obferving,  on  the  thirteenth, 
that  the  ifland  of  Cuba,  extended  a  great  way  to 
the  weftward,  determined  to  return  to  the  town 
he  had  began  to  build  at  Hifpaniola ;  and  in 
his  way  anchored  at  the  ifland  of  Evangeliua, 
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to  take  in  wood  and  water  :  having  failed  a  few 
leagues  to  the  fouth,  he  found  himfelf  in  a  chan- 
nel, through  which  he  could  not  pafs  ■,  and  as 
he  began  to  be  in  want  of  provifions,  was  great- 
ly alarmed ;  but  not  to  difcourage  his  men,  he 
appeared  chearful,  and  returned  again  to  Evan- 
gelilta,  and  on  the  twenty-fifth,  failed  thence  north- 
weft,  towards  fome  iflands  which  appeared  at 
the  diif  ance  of  five  leagues. 

On  their  way  to  Cape  Cruz,  in  the  ifland  of 
Cuba,  on  the  fixteenth  of  July,  they  encoun- 
tered fo  violent  a  ftorm,  that  the  fhip's  fide  was 
born  under  water,  and  the  men  were  unable  to 
keep  the  fhip  dry  by  pumping,  being  greatly 
reduc  d  for  want  of  provifions,  being  confined 
to  nali  a  pine  of  wine,  and  a  pound  of  rotten 
bif.uii:  a  day  for  each  man,  unlefs  they  had  the 
good  fortune  to  catch  fifli,  which  however  would 
not  keep  from  one  day  to  another. 

On  their  arrival  at  Cape  Cruz,  they  were 
kindly  entertained  by  the  Indians,  who  gave 
them  pienty  of  fruit,  fifh,  and  a  kind  of  bread 
made  of  Cazibi,  which  is  a  root  grated.  The 
wind  being  contrary,  they  now  ftood  over  to 
Jamaica,  which  ifland  they  found  full  of  in- 
habitants, and  abounding  in  excellent  har- 
bours. 

At  length,  the  Admiral  having  loft  fight  of 
the  two  other  fhips  under  his  command,  made  the 
fouth  fide  of  Hifpaniola,  and  anchored  at  a  fmall 
ifland,  where  the  men  killed  eight  feals  that 
were  afleep  on  the  fhore,  and  took  a  great  num- 
ber of  pigeons,  and  other  birds,  which  ftood 
ftill  till  the  men  came  near  enough  to  knock 
them  down. 

The  two  fhips  that  had  been  miffing,  arrived 
at  the  end  of  fix  days  j  and  coafting  near  Hif- 
paniola, fome  of  the  natives  came  on  board  in 
their  canoes,  and  acquainted  the  Admiral,  that 
they  had  been  at  Ifabella,  where  all  was  well  •, 
which  news  gave  him  great  pleafure,  and  he 
immediately  fent  nine  men  a-crofs  the  country 
with  news  of  his  fafe  return  •,  and,  continuing 
to  coaft  to  the  eaftward,  he  difcovered  a  great 
town,  and  fent  boats  thither  for  water,  when 
the  Indians  came  out  armed,  with  poifoned  ar- 
rows, and  threatened  to  bind  the  Spaniards  with 
cords  •,  but  as  foon  as  the  men  were  landed,  they 
laid  down  their  arms,  enquired  for  the  Admiral, 
and  carried  him  provifions. 

Columbus  held  on  his  courfe,  and  faw  a  large 
fifh  not  unlike  a  whale,  having  on  its  neck  a 
large  fhell,  like  that  of  a  tortoife  •,  it  had  two 
vaft  fins  on  its  fide,  a  tail  fomewhat  refembling 
that  of  a  tunny  fifh,  and  carried  its  head,  which 
was  prodigioufly  large,  above  the  water ;  from 
which,  and  other  circumftances,  the  Admiral 
expected  a  change  of  weather  •,  and,  by  way  of 
fecurity,  anchored  under  a  little  ifland,  which 
the  Spaniards  called  Saona  ;  where  they  faw  an 
eclipfe  of  the  moon,  which  was  fucceeded  by  a 
tempeft  that  held  eight  days,  at  the  end  of 
which,  the  other  fhips,  which  could  not  get  into 
the  harbour,  arriving,  they  continued  the 
voyage  •,  but  the  Admiral  being  feized  with  a 
lethargy,  that  deprived  him  of  his  fenfes,  they 
thought  he  could  not  live,  and  therefore  failed 
directly   to   Ifabella,    where  they    arrived   the 


twenty-ninth  of  September,  without  any  other 
certainty,  that  Cuba  was  an  ifland,  than  what 
they  had  learnt  from  the  Indians. 

Columbus's  health  began  to  mend  foon  after 
his  landing  •,  but  it  was  feveral  months  before 
he  was  perfectly  recovered. 

He  now  found  that  the  Natives  had  taken 
arms  againft  the  Spaniards ;  but  if  this  news 
gave  him  uneafinefs,  he  was  amply  recom- 
penfed,  by  finding  his  brother  Bartholomew  at 
Ifabella,  the  fight  of  whom  afforded  him  the 
higheft  pleafure. 

Bartholomew,  after  many  difficulties,  having 
got  all  his  demands  granted  by  the  King  of  En- 
gland, returned  to  Spain,  by  the  way  of  Paris, 
Charles,  King  of  France,  giving  him  an  hundred 
crowns  towards  the  expences  of  his  journey  ; 
and  informing  him,  that  Columbus  had  made 
his  firft  voyage  with  fuccefs ;  but  before  he  ar- 
rived at  Seville,  his  brother  being  failed  on  (his 
fecond  voyage,  he  waited  on  their  Catholic 
Majefties,  who  received  him  favourably,  and 
ordered  him  to  fail  with  three  fhips,  to  carry 
provifions  to  the  Admiral,  who  was  failed  for 
the  difcovery  of  Cuba,  before  his  arrival. 

Columbus  now  beftowed  on  his  brother  Bar- 
tholomew, the  tide  of  Lord  Lieutenant  of  the 
Indies,  which  was  highly  refented  by  the  King 
of  Spain,  who  laid,  he  had  no  power  to  grant 
fo  high  an  office  •,  but  fome  years  afterwards  the 
title  was  confirmed. 

At  this  time  Columbus  was  involved  in  great 
trouble,  by  the  conduct  of  Peter  Margarite,  un- 
der whofe  command  he  had  left  about  four  hun- 
dred men,  to  travel  about  the  ifland,  inftead  of 
which,  Margarite  encamped  on  a  plain  about 
ten  leagues  diftance  from  Ifabella,  from  whence 
he  wrote  to  the  council  in  terms  of  the  higheft 
infolence,  aiming  at  the  chief  command,  which 
not  being  able  to  obtain,  and  dreading  the  pu- 
nifhment  which  might  be  inflicted  on  him  at  the 
Admiral's  return,  he  embarked  with  father 
Boyle,  and  others  of  their  party  in  one  of  the 
three  fhips,  and  returned  to  Spain  •,  whereupon 
his  men  feparating  themfelves,  ran  through  the 
country,  robbing  the  natives,  feizing  the  wo- 
men, and  otherwife  behaving  in  fo  outrageous 
a  manner   as   to  induce  the  natives  to  think  of 


revenge. 


Some  fmall  parties  of  the  Spaniards  were  at- 
tacked, and  ten  of  them  killed  by  one  of  the 
caciques,  who  governed  a  large  town,  and 
whofe  people  let  fire  to  a  houfe  in  which  eleven 
Spaniards  were  fick. 

The  Indians,  in  the  other  parts  of  the  ifland, 
killed  fix  more  •,  and  if  the  Admiral  had  not 
returned,  many  more  muft  have  perifhed  •,  four 
of  the  principal  caciques  beginning  to  entertain 
thoughts  of  driving  the  Spaniards  out  of  the 
country,  becaufe  they  had  rendered  themfelves 
odious  by  their  infolense  and  barbarity. 

Guacanagari  alone,  continued  firm  in  the  in- 
terefts  of  the  Spaniards,  one  hundred  of  whom 
he  had  protected  and  maintained,  and  had 
thereby  made  the  other  caciques  his  enemies, 
two  of  whom  having  killed  one  of  his  women, 
and  carried  off  another,  he  begged  Columbus's 
affiftance  to  revenge  the  death  of  the  one,  and 
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recover  the  other  ;  which  the  Admiral  readily 
promifed,  and  having  fent  into  Spain,  fome  of 
the  Natives  who  had  killed  die  Spaniards,  and 
punifhed  others  with  death,  he  fet  out  from  Ifa- 
bella, in  company  with  Guacanagari  and  his 
Indians  :  with  two  hundred  foot,  twenty  horfe, 
-.and  twenty  wolf  dogs,  againft  the  united  forces 
•of  the  Indians,  who,  by  this  time,  were  affem- 
bled  to  the  number  of  one  hundred  thoufand. 

On  the  fecond  day  of  their  march,  they  came 
within  fight  of  the  enemy,  whereupon  Columbus 
divided  his  forces  into  two  bodies,  whereof  his 
brother  Bartholomew  commanded  one,  that  by 
attacking  the  Indians  in  two  places  at  once,  they 
might  the  more  eafily  overcome  them. 

The  Spaniards  difcharging  their  mufkets  and 
crofs-bows,  rufhed  upon  them  with  their  horfes 
and  c'ogs,  whereby  they  were  foon  routed,  ma- 
ny of  them  being  (lain,  and  taken  prisoners,  a- 
mong  whom  was  the  cacique  Caunabo,  with  his 
children  and  wives. 

Caunabo  acknowledged  that  he  had  killed  twenty 
Spaniards  at  the  town  of  the  Nativity,  and  in- 
tended the  fame  favour  to  thole  at  Ifabella, 
whereupon  the  Admiral  determined  to  fend  him 
to  Spam,  that  their  Majefties  might  difpofe  of 
him  as  they  thought  proper. 

The  confequence  of  this  victory  was  fuch, 
that  without  coming  to  any  other  engagement, 
Columbus  in  lels  than  a  year,  reduced  the  whole 
ifiand  to  obedience,  and  obliged  them  to  pay 
a  tax  to  the  King  of  Spain,  to  be  collected 
quarterly,  each  inhabitant  to  fupply  twenty- 
five  pounds  of  cotton,  except  thole  of  Cebao, 
who  were  to  pay  a  certain  quantity  of  gold. 

Matters  were  now  fo  well  adjufted,  that  a  fin- 
gle  Spaniard  might  travel  in  fafety  through  the 
ifiand,  and  be  certain  of  meeting  with  hofpita- 
ble  entertainment. 

By  this  time  the  colony  of  Ifabella  was  redu- 
ced to  lefs  than  a  third  of  its  original  number, 
by  change  of  diet,  and  the  difeales  of  the  cli- 
mate ;  but  the  Spaniards,  by  converfing  with 
the  natives,  had  learnt  their  manners  and  cuf- 
toms,  and  found  that  the  ifiand  produced  cop- 
per, ebony,  cedar,  frankincenle,  ginger,  long  pep- 
per, and  a  prodigious  quantity  of  mulberry  trees. 
But  let  us  return  to  father  Boyle  and  Peter 
Margarite,  who  being  arrived  in  Spain,  united 
to  abufe  Columbus,  and  to  milreprefent  every 
thing  that  was  done  in  the  Indies,  becaufe  they 
did  not  find  gold  growing  on  the  trees  to  fatisfy 
their  avarice ;  and  letters  written  by  fome  of  the 
malecontents,  having  reached  Spain,  their  Ma- 
jefties difpatched  John  Aguado,  groom  of  the 
bedchamber,  with  four  (hips  laden  with  provi- 
fions,  to  obierve  what  was  going  forward  in  Hif- 
paniola. 

Aguado  arriving  at  Ifabella,  during  Colum- 
bus's abfence,  began  to  interpole  in  matters  of 
government,  pretending  to  be  veiled  with  ex- 
traordinary powers.  He  feized  fome  perfons, 
cenfured  the  officers,  which  the  Admiral  had 
appointed,  and  afterwards  followed  him,  at- 
tended by  a  body  of  horfe  and  foot. 

Columbus  being  informed  that  Aguado  was 
in  fearch  of  him,  returned  to  Ifabella,  where  he 
treated  the  Admiral  with  grear  infolence.     His 


conduct  had  an  ill  effect  on  the  people,  who  be- 
ing difcontented  at  their  daily  allowance,  which 
was  only  a  porringer  of  wheat,  a  fiice  of  rotten 
cheefe,  or  rufty  bacon,  with  a  few  beans,  or 
Spanifh  peas  :  and  Columbus  compelling  them, 
as  they  received  the  King's  pay,  to  work  at  the 
fortifications,  or  other  buildings :  they  com- 
plained to  Aguado,  who  determined  to  acquaint 
their  Majefties  with  their  complaints. 

The  (hips  which  brought  Aguado  being  loft 
in  the  harbour  by  a  hurricane,  Columbus,  fear- 
ful that  his  prefumption  might  lead  him  to  feize 
his  two  vefiels  to  carry  him  back,  and  havino- 
learnt  how  his  own  conduct  had  been  mifrepre- 
fented  in  Spain,  determined  in  perfon  to  vindi- 
cate himfelf  to  their  Majefties,  and  to  acquaint 
them  with  his  difcoveries  in  his  fecond  voyao-e ; 
but  being  determined  to  leave  every  thino-  in  as 
good  a  lituation  as  pofiible,  he  directed  new 
forts  to  be  built  -,  and  having  learnt  that  on  the 
fouth  fide  of  the  ifiand  there  were  feveral  o-old 
mines,  he  fent  ltveral  perfons  with  Indian  guides 
in  fearch  of  them,  and  in  the  moft  ftmtherh 
province,  they  found  gold  in  all  the  brooks,  and 
met  with  fuch  plenty  of  it  by  digging,  that  one 
perfon  might  collect  above  three  Pefos  in 
a  day.  The  Admiral  caufed  a  fort  to  be  erect- 
ed, which  he  called  St.  Chriftopher,  from 
whence  the  mines  were  alfo  denominated. 

When  the  caravels  were  ready  to  fail,  Co- 
lumbus, having  deputed  his  brother  Bartholo- 
mew to  govern  in  his  abfence,  went  on  board 
one  of  the  veffels,  and  Aguado  in  the  other,  to- 
gether with  two  hundred  and  twenty-five  Spa- 
niards, who  were  defirous  of  returning,  and 
thirty  Indians. 

He  failed  from  Ifabella  on  the  tenth  of  March 
1469,  and  held  on  his  courfe  till  the  fixth  of 
April,  when  meeting  with  only  contrary  winds, 
provifions  growing  fcarce,  and  the  men  begin- 
ning to  complain,  he  (leered  for  the  Caribbee 
ifiands,  and  anchored  at  Guadalupe  on  the  tenth 
of  April,  when  a  number  of  women,  armed 
with  bows  aad  arrows,  came  to  oppofe  their 
landing  :  but  the  fea  running  high  fo  that  the 
boats  could  not  land,  two  Indians  were  ordered 
to  fwin  on  fhore,  to  acquaint  the  female  war- 
riors, that  they  only  wanted  to  purchafe  provi- 
fions j  whereupon  they  were  directed  to  the  o- 
ther  fide  of  the  ifiand,  where  they  faid  their 
hufbands  would  fupply  them. 

Having  failed  round  to  the  oppofite  fhore, 
great  numbers  of  men  came  to  the  fea  fide, 
fhooting  flights  of  arrows  at  the  boats  •,  but  as 
the  Spaniards  advanced  the  Indians  retired  into 
the  woods,  and  feveral  fmall  guns  beino-  fired 
from  the  boats,  they  all  fled  to  the  mountains, 
whereupon  the  failors  feized  their  effects,  and 
underftanding  the  method  of  making  bread, 
foon  made  as  much  as  was  wanted.  Amono- 
other  things  in  the  houfes,  they  found  iron, 
wax,  honey  and  parrots. 

While  the  people  were  making  bread,  Co- 
lumbus fent  forty  men  up  the  country,  who  re- 
turned the  next  day  with  ten  women,  and  three 
boys.  One  of  thele  women  was  the  wife  of  a 
cacique,  whom  a  very  nimble  fellow,  who  was 
born  in  the  Canaries,    had   great  difficulty  to 
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overtake,  and  fhe  would  certainly  have  got  from 
him,  but  feeing  him  alone,  fhe  turned  about, 
and  doling  with  him,  would  have  ftifled  him, 
if  others  had  not  come  to  his  affiftance. 

The  legs  of  thefe  women  were  fwathed  with 
cotton,  from  the  ancle  to  the  knee,  and  girded 
very  tight,  but  they  were  otherwife  quite  naked. 
The  cacique's  wife  faid,  that  the  ifland  was  in- 
habited only  by  women,  that  thofe  men  who 
had  oppofed  the  Sp.  .nards  landing,  were  only 
there  by  accident ;  „nd  that  at  a  fixed  time  of 
the  year,  they  came  to  perform  the  rights  of  love. 

When  they  had  provided  bread  for  twenty 
days,  befides  what  was  on  board,  Columbus 
made  his  prifoners  fome  prefents,  and  fet  them 
all  on  fhore,  except  the  chief  and  her  daughter, 
who  chofe  to  accompany  Caunabo  to  Spain  ; 
and  then  they  fet  fail  on  the  twentieth  of 
April. 

By  the  twentieth  of  May,  provifions  began 
to  run  inert  •,  and  as  they  were  then  one  hun- 
dred leagues  weft  of  the  Azores,  each  man  was 
allowed  only  iix  ounces  of  bread,  and  rather 
lefs  than  a  pint  of  water  a  day. 

On  the  eighth  of  June,  when  none  of  the 
pilots,  except  the  Admiral's,  knew  where  they 
were,  they  came  in  fight  of  Odemira,  between 
Lifbon  and  cape  St.  Vincent.     The  fcarcity  was 


now  fa  great,  that  fome  propofed  to  throw  the 
Indians  over-board,  to  fave  provifions,  while 
others  were  for  eating  them,  to  make  the  little 
food  they. had  laft  the  longer.  The  Admiral 
was  obliged  to  exert  all  his  authority  to  protect 
the  Indians  ;  and  the  next  morning  the  fight 
of  land  was  the  reward  of  his  humanity. 

As  foon  as  Columbus  fet  his  foot  on  Spanifh 
ground,  he  prepared  to  fet  out  for  Burgos,  where 
the  King  and  Queen  were  then  celebrating  the 
nuptials  of  prince  John,  with  Margaret,  daugh- 
ter to  the  Emperor  Maximillian.  The  Admiral 
prefented  their  Majefties  with  a  large  quantity 
of  gold-duft,  and  fome  gold  plates,  and  grains 
of  that  metal,  together  with  birds,  rich  woods 
and  fpices  ;  and  gave  them  his  opinion  relative 
to  the  culture  of  the  new  difcovered  colonies, 
and  the  improvement  of  the  Indies.  After 
which  he  earneftly  intreated  to  be  fent  back  as 
foon  as  pofiible,  becaufe  he  had  left  the  people 
in  great  want  of  neceflaries. 

Their  Majefties  were  perfectly  fatisfied  with 
Columbus's  conduct  •,  but,  notwithftanding 
his  moft  preffing  remonftances,  it  was  upwards 
of  ten  months  before  he  could  obtain  the  ne- 
ceflary  fupplies  for  the  colony,  which,  however, 
were  at  length  fent  in  two  fhips,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Peter  Fernandez  Coronel. 


CHAPTER     III. 

The  third  voyage  of  Columbus  to  the  Wejl  Indies ;  his  Jirjl  difcovery   of  the  Continent  of 
America  ;  trades  with  the  Indians  ;  arrives  at  Hifpaniola  ;  account  of  the  troubles  in  that 
ijland  ;  the  Admiral  fent  in  irons  to  Spain. 


AFTER  the  departure  of  Coronel,  Co- 
lumbus remained  at  court,  folliciting 
the  equipment  of  a  proper  fleet  for  the 
Weft  Indies  •,  and  it  was  not  till  after  many 
difficulties  and  delays,  that  he  was  at  length  a- 
ble  to  put  to  fea,  from  the  bay  of  St.  Lucarde 
Barameda,  on  the  thirteenth  of  May  1498.  He 
commanded  fix  fnips,  laden  with  provifions  and 
necefTaries  for  Hifpaniola  •,  and  embarked  with 
a  determined  rcfolution  to  difcover  the  con- 
tinent. 

He  touched  at  Puerto  Santo  on  the  feventh 
of  June,  and  found  the  inhabitants  in  great  con- 
fternation,  imagining  his  fhips  had  been  French. 
Having  taken  in  wood  and  water,  he  proceeded 
to  Gomera,  where  he  was  joyfully  received. 

At  this  place  a  French  fhip,  having  taken  two 
Spanifh  vefiels,  put  to  fea  with  them,  in  fight 
of  the  Admiral,  who  ordered  three  of  his  vefiels 
to  give  chafe  •,  but  the  French  outlailed  them  ; 
neverthelefs  fix  Spaniards  on  board  one  cf  the 
prizes,  drove  the  French  that  guarded  them  un- 
der the  hatches,  and  failed  back  to  the  port  of 
Gomera.  The  Admiral,  convinced  that'  the 
people  at  Hifpaniola  muft  be  in  want  of  provi- 
fions, fent  three  fhips  thither,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Alonfo  de  Carjaval,  Peter  de  Arana, 
and  John  Anthony  Columbus,  his  relation,  ap- 
pointing that  each  fhould  command  a  week  in 


his  turn,  while  he  failed  with  the  other  veflels 
to  the  Cape  de  Verd  Iflands,  and  from  thence 
to  the  continent. 

Columbus  having  furnifhed  himfelf  with  what 
he  wanted,  failed  on  the  twelfth  of  June  for  the 
ifland  of  Hiero,  one  of  the  Canaries,  and  en  the 
twenty-feventh,  difcovered  De  la  Sal,  the  firft 
of  the  Cape  de  Verd  Iflands,  and  pafling  it,  an- 
chored clofe  to  a  fmall  Ifland,  where  the  Por- 
tuguefe  lepers  are  fent  to  be  cured,  by  eating 
tortoifes,  and  wafhing  with  their  blood,  a  great 
number  of  which  animals  come  from  the  conti- 
nent to  that  ifland  in  the  months  of  June,  July 
and  Auguft,  to  lav  their  eggs  in  the  fand,  which 
being  covered  over,  the  fun  hatches  them,  and 
the  young  tortoifes  run  into  the  fea.  Thefe  ani- 
mals are  caught,  by  turning  them  on  their  backs 
while  they  fleep.  The  healthy  people  living  on 
that  illand  were  only  fix  or  feven,  whofe  whole 
employment  was  to  kill  wild  goats,  and  fend 
their  skins,  well  cured,  into  Portugal. 

The  Admiral  failed  from  hence  on  the  thir- 
tieth, for  the  ifland  of  St.  Jago,  where  he 
thought  to  have  taken  bulls  and  cows  on  board 
to  ftock  the  plantation  in  Hifpaniola,  but  was 
obliged  to  abandon  that  defign,  becaufe  the  air 
of  the  ifland  being  very  unhealthy,  the  men  be- 
gan to  ficken  ;  whereupon  he  flood  to  the  fouth 
weft,  which   courfe   he  propofed  to  follow,   till 
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he  fhould  be  under  the  line,  and  then  fleer  weft- 
ward,  in  learch  of  the  new  countries. 

Having  failed  one  hundred  and  twenty  leagues, 
he  found  fome  of  thofe  weeds  he  had  met  with 
in  the  way  to  Hifpaniola  •,  and  on  the  night  of 
the  thirteenth  of  July,  the  heat  was  lb  violent, 
that  he  feared  the  fhips  would  take  fire  ■,  and  at 
length  the  heat  increaied  to  fuch  a  degree,  that 
no  one  would  venture  between  decks,  to  take 
care  of  the  water  and  wine  cafks,  which  were 
falling  in  pieces,  from  the  hoops  flying  off".  The 
wheat  was  parched,  and  the  bacon  and  fait  meat 
fried. 

On  the  nineteenth,  the  air  was  lb  burning  hot, 
that  they  thought  they  nuift  have  been  deftroy- 
ed,  but  a  fair  gale  fpringing  up,  they  were 
much  relieved,  and  failed  for  feveral  days  to  the 
weftward. 

On  the  twenty-fecond,  a,  multitude  of  birds 
were  feen  flying  towards  the  north  eaft,  which 
gave  them  hopes  of  feeing  land  •,  jut  rio  fign 
thereof  appearing  by  the  thirty- firit,  they  ileer- 
ed  to  the  north  eaft,  when,  about  noon,  a  failor 
going  up  to  the  round  top,  fpied  land  at  the 
diftance  of  fifteen  leagues,  which  appeared  like 
three  mountains ;  whereupon,  having  named  the 
ifland  the  Trinity,  they  failed  due  weft,  and 
came  to  an  anchor  fives  league  beyond  a  point, 
which  the  Admiral  called  Punta  de  la  Galera, 
from  a  rock  which  looked  like  a  Galley  under 
fail ;  but  not  having  depth  of  water  fufficicnt 
to  enter  the  port,  they  anchored  again  at  ano- 
ther point,  farther  weft,  but  faw  no  people, 
tho'  they  had  paflfed  by  feveral  towns. 

On  the  firft  of  Auguil,  they  difcovered  the 
continent,  at  the  diftance  of  twenty-five  leagues, 
but  imagining  k  to  be  an  ifland,  the  Admiral 
called  it  Ilia  Santa,  or  the  Holy  Ifland. 

Seeking  for  the  harbour  on  the  twenty-fecond 
of  Auguft,  he  arrived  at  the  moft  wefterly  point 
of  the  ifland  of  Trinity,  which  he  called  Punta 
del  Arenal,  or  Sandy  Point,  where,  landing  to 
refrefh  themfelves,  a  cacique  came  to  them,  and 
obferving  that  the  Admiral  wore  a  cap  of  crim- 
fon  velvet,  he  took  oft'  a  circle  of  gold  he  had 
on  his  head,  and  placed  it  on  the  Admiral's, 
putting  the  velvet  cap  on  his  own  head  in 
return,  with  which  he  feemed  extremely  pleaf- 
cd. 

The  fame  day,  after  they  had  gone  on  board, 
there  came  a  canoe  with  twenty-five  men  from 
the  eaftward  ;  and  being  about  the  diftance  of 
a  mufket  fhot  from  the  fhips,  the  Indians  called 
out  aloud  ;  but  not  being  underftood,  the  Ad- 
miral fhewed  them  fome  little  brafs  bafons,  and 
other  glittering  things,  to  entice  them  to  come 
nearer  •,  but  as  they  feemed  afraid  to  advance, 
Columbus  ordered  one  of  his  men  to  play  on  a 
tabor  and  pipe,  while  others  danced  ;  but  die 
Indians  taking  this  for  a  fignal  of  war,  quit- 
cd  their  oars,  laid  hold    of  their  targets    and 
bows,  and  let  fly  their  arrows.     The^Admiral 
then  ordered  the  mufic  to  ceale,  and  fome  crofs 
bows  to   be  brought,  but  only  two  of  them  to 
be  fhot,  upon  which  the  Indians  laid  down  their 
arms,  and  ran   dole  under  the  ftem  of  one  of 
the  veffels,  the  pilot  of  which  went  down  into 
the  canoe,  and  gave  a  red  cap  to  one,  which  he 
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took  to  be  the  principal  perfon.  They  made 
figns  for  him  to  go  on  fhore  with  them,  but  took 
the  opportunity  of  rowing  away,  while  he  was 
gone  to  afk  the  Admiral's  permiflion. 

Thefe  Indians  were  handlbmer  and  fairer  thari 
any  they  had  feen  ;  they  wore  a  piece  of  cotton 
cloth  of  feveral  colours  about  the  waift,  and 
another  about  the  head  ;  their  hair  was  long 
and  ftrait.  As  it  was  now  the  dog  days,  and  they 
were  lb  near  the  line,  the  Admiral  was  amazed 
to  find  it  cold  every  morning  :  heobferved,  that 
the  rivers  ran  rapidly  to  the  weft  •,  that  the  wa- 
ter ebbed  and  flowed  above  fixty-five  paces  more 
than  at  St.  Lucar ;  and  that  the  current  ran 
like  a  rapid  river,  between  the  iflands  of  Tri- 
nity and  Santa,  which 
der.  .   , 

The  trees,  foil,  climate,  and  fruit,  appeared 
the  fame  as  at  Hifpaniola.  They  law  parrots  of 
various  colours,  as  large  as  pullets,  and  catched 
great  quantities  of  fifh,  particularly  oyfters. 

The  Admiral  now  faw  to  the  north  weft,  at 
the  diftance  of  fifteen  leagues,  the  point  of  that 
land,  which  til!  then  he  called  Ilia  Santa,  which 
proved  to  be  a  part  of  the  continent,  and  what 
he  afterwards  called  Paria. 

He  now  failed  to  a  channel,  which,  from  its 
danger,  he  called  Boca  de  la  Sierpe,  or  the  Ser- 
pent's Mouth,  which  name  it  retains  to  this  day. 
Here  the  narrownefs  of  the  place,  and  the  vio- 
lence of  two  contending  ftreams,  cauled  fuch  a 
hideous  noife,  and  fuch  a  fwell  of  the  fea,  that 
the  aftonifhed  Spaniards  expected  to  be  over- 
whelmed. 

From  this  place  they  failed  weftward,  a 
long  the  coaft  of  Paria,  where  they  faw  many 
monkies,  found  plantanes,  and  other  fruits,  and 
difcovered  many  excellent  rivers  and  harbours. 

They  failed  five  leagues  on  the  fixth  of  Au- 
guft, between  the  coaft  and  the  ifle  of  Trinidadj 
where  three  men  came  in  a  canoe,  whom  the 
Admiral  treated  with  great  kindnefs,  gave  them 
toys,  and  put  tnem  oh  fhofe,  where  there  were 
many  other  Indians,  who  finding  the  kindnefs  of 
the  Spaniards,  came  in  their  canoes  to  barter 
with  them. 

The  women  go  quite  naked,  but  the  men 
covered  their  heads  and  waifts  with  cotton  of 
different  colours :  they  drank  two  kinds  of  li- 
quor, one  white,  and  the  other  green,  made  of 
fruit  and  maize :  they  were  very  civil,  and 
feemed  remarkably  fond  of  bells  and  brafs  trin- 
kets. 

The  Admiral  detained  fix  of  them,  and  hold- 
ing on  his  courfe,  anchored  at  a  place,  which, 
from  its  beauty,  he  called  the  Gardens,  where 
abundance  of  people  came  on  board,  who  wore 
about  their  necks  pieces  of  gold  in  the  fhape  of 
a  horlhoe. 

Sailing  onwards,  they  faw  an  Indian,  who  had 
a  fingle  grain  of  gold,  as  big  as  an  apple. 

Many  Indians  ftill  came  to  the  fh'ip,  who 
wore  gold  collars,  adorned  with  beads  abouc 
their  necks,  with  cloths  round  their  heads,  and 
their  hair  was  cut  fhort.  Some  women,  who 
wore  firings  of  beads  about  their  arms,  inform- 
ed the  Admiral,  that  they  found  them  in  oyfters, 
to  the  weftward  of  Paria.     Some  of  thefe  firings, 
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having  fine  pearls  among  them,  the  Admiral  pur- 
chafed  for  their  Catholic  Majefties,  and  fent 
boats  to  make  farther  enquiry  about  them. 

The  failors  had  no  orders  to  land,  but  two 
Indians  chiefs  civilly  conftrairting  them,  took 
them  to  a  lioufe,  and  gave  them  bread,  fruit 
of  different  kinds,  the  white  liquor  before  men- 
tioned, and  another  fort,  very  good,  of  a  red 
Colour.  While  they  were  thus  treated,  the  men 
remained  at  one  end  of  the  houfe,  and  the  wo- 
men at  the  other.  The  eldeft  having  treated 
them,  they  were  taken  to  the  houfe  of  the 
youngeft,  and  entertained  in  the  fame  way.  The 
iailors  returned  on  board  highly  delighted  with 
the  kind  ufage  they  had  met  with  among  thefe 
Indians,  who  were  ofgoodftature  and  whiter 
then  the  others.  This  country,  though  near 
the  equinoctial,  was  delightfully  cool  and  plea- 
fant. 

Holding  on  their  courfe,  they  found  the  wa- 
ter grew  lhallower  ;  wherefore,  coming  to  an 
anchor,  the  Admiral,  fent  the  fmalleft  fhip  to 
difcover  whether  there  was  any  paflage  to  the 
weftward,  among  what  appeared  to  be  iflands  ; 
but  on  the  next  day  they  returned  with  advice, 
that  the  whole  was  a  continued  continent :  on 
which  they  flood  back  and  repaired  the  ftreights, 
called  the  Serpent's  or  Dragon's  Mouth  ;  but 
the  force  of  the  currents  rendered  this  paflage 
both  difficult  and  dangerous. 

Steering  weftward  along  the  coaft  of  Paria, 
they  found  feveral  iflands,  and  on  the  thirtieth 
of  Auguft,  entered  the  harhour  of  St.  Domingo 
in  Hifpaniola.      - 

Columbus,  who  was  almoft  blind  with  watch- 
ing, and  had  fuffered  the  moft  extreme  fatigvie, 
began  now  to  flatter  himfelf,  that  he  fhould  be 
able  to  fepofc  in  tranquility  •,  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, he  found  the  whole  ifland  in  diforder  -, 
thofe  he  had  left  behind  him  were  moftly  dead, 
upwards  of  one  hundred  and  fixty  were  dread- 
fully infected  with  the  venereal  difeafe,  and 
Francis  Roldan,  who  had  been  appointed  chief 
juftice,  had  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  a  number 
who  had  rebelled. 

In  the  interval  that  Columbus  loft,  while  in 
Spain,  before  he  could  obtain  a  fupply  for  the 
people  of  Hifpaniola,  provifions  running  fhort 
with  the  people  of  that  ifland,  they  had  begun 
to  murmur,  and  even  defpaired  of  the  Admiral's 
return.  Roldan  taking  advantage  of  their  mu- 
tinous difpofition,  encouraged  the  feditious  kn- 
timents  which  were  fpreading,  and  attributed 
their  fuffering  to  the  mifconduct  of  Bartholo- 
mew Columbus,  and  his  brother  Diego. 

In  this  fcheme  which  he  undertook  with  a 
view  to  get  the  government  into  his  own  hands, 
he  was  fo  fuccefsful,  that  feveral  attempts  were 
made  on  the  lives  of  Columbus's  brothers.  At 
length,  fixty-five  men,  under  the  command  of 
Roldan,  attempted  to  feize  the  town  and  fort 
of  the  Conception,  but  Ballefter,  the  com- 
mander, receiving  intelligence  of  their  defign, 
rendered  the  attempt  ineffectual. 

Bartholomew  Columbus  ordered  Roldan  to 
refigned  his  poft,  and  fubmit  to  a  trial  -,  but  he  re- 
fufed  to  obey  him,  and  repairing  to  Ifabella,  with 
his  mutineers,  tried  in  vain  to  launch  a  fhip, 


which  was  upon  the  flocks,  plundered  t  he  ma- 
gazines and  warehoufes,  obliged  Diego  Colum- 
bus to  retire  to  the  fort,  attacked  the  cattle,  ma- 
ny of  which  he  killed  for  provifions,  and  feized 
the  beafts  of  burden  for  the  ufe  of  the  people  in 
their  way  to  the  province  of  Xaragua,  where 
the  number  of  beautiful  women,  and  the  plenty 
and  pleafantnefs  of  the  place,  induced  him  to 
think  of  taking  up  his  refidence  ;  but  before  he 
fet  out  for  this  place,  he  determined  to  endea- 
vour to  furprize  the  town  of  the  Conception, 
propofing  to  murder  the  lieutenant,  after  which 
he  thought  it  would  be  eaiy  to  fubdue  the  men, 
to  whom  he  thought  an  idle  life  would  be  agree- 
able •,  but  Bartholomew  managed  fo  well,  that 
none  of  his  people  were  inclined  to  forfake  him, 
but  marched  out  againft  Roldan,  who  declined 
coming  to  an  engagement. 

Roldan's  next  ftep  was,  by  fcandalous  infi- 
nuaticns,  to  the  prejudice  of  Chriftopher  Co- 
lumbus, and  his  brothers,  to  engage  a  cacique, 
amed  Guarinoex,  and  feveral  other  Indian 
chiefs  in  his  intereft.  Thefe  people,  in  the 
hope  of  having  their  taxes  taken  oft",  entered  in- 
to an  agreement  to  murder  the  Spaniardsj  who 
lived  in  fmall  parties  among  them,  at  the  next 
full  moon  •,  but  the  ignorance  of  the  Indians, 
fome  of  whom  fell  on  the  Spaniards  before  the 
appointed  time,  rendered  this  fcheme  alfo  a- 
bortive. 

Mortified  by  thefe  mifcarriages,  Roldan  re* 
tired  to  Xaragua,  and  proclaimed  himfelf  pro- 
tector of  the  Indians,  againft  the  two  brothers  of 
Columbus  ;  and  fome  of  the  natives  refufed  to 
pay  the  tribute,  in  confequence  of  his  artful 
mifreprefentations,  and  many  of  thofe  Spaniards 
who  continued  under  the  government  of  the 
lieutenant,  being  difcontented  at  receiving  no 
fupplies  from  Spain,  and  inclined  by  the  warmth 
of  the  climate  to  a  life  of  idlenefs,  began  to  give 
evident  figns  of  diflatisfacYion,  which,  for  fear 
of  a  general  revolt,  the  lieutenant  did  not  dare 
to  punifh.  But  the  arrival  of  the  two  firft  fhips, 
with  a  fupply  of  men  and  provifions,  and  an 
account  that  the  Admiral  would  foon  follow, 
kept  the  men  to  their  duty. 

The  arrival  of  thefe  two  fhips' at  St.  Domin- 
go, drew  Roldan  that  way,  with  a  view  to  pro- 
cure neceflaries,  and  feduce  the  new  coiners ; 
but  the  lieutenant  reaching  the  place  before  him, 
prevented  his  fuccefs  ;  but  earneftly  wifhing 
that  his  brother  might  find  the  ifland  in  tran- 
quillity at  his  arrival,  he  offered  to  accomodate 
matters  with  Roldan  :  but  his  offer  was  refufed 
with  contempt. 

At  this  time,  the  three  fhips  which  Columbus 
had  fent  from  the  Canary  Iflands,  arrived  at 
Hifpaniola  ;  but  inftead  of  making  the  port  of 
St.  Domingo,  were  driven  by  the  currents  as  far 
as  Xaragua,  where  Roldan  prevailed  with  many 
of  the  people  to  join  him. 

The  captain  of  thefe  vefTeb  finding  that  Rol- 
dan was  at  variance  with  Bartholomew  Colum- 
bus, agreed  that  Arana  fhould  fail  round  with 
the  fhips  to  St.  Domingo,  that  John  Antonio 
Columbus  fhould  conduct  the  workmen  over 
land,  and  that  Carvajal  fhould  remain  at  Xara- 
gua, to  endeavour  to  bring  about  an  accommo- 
dation, 
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dauon.  Accordingly,  John  Antonio  Columbus 
landed  with  forty  men,  all  of  whom,  except 
fix  or  feven,  joined  Roldan  on  the  fecond  day 
of  his  march;  he  was  therefore  obliged  to  re- 
turn on  board,  with  the  few  that  had  not  de- 
ferted. 

They  arrived  at  St.  Domingo,  after  a  troU- 
blefome  voyage,  in  which  Carvajal's  fhip  was 
damaged,  and  their  provifions  fpoiled;  and  found 
Columbus  juft  arrived  before  them,  who  hav- 
ing learnt  the  particulars  of  Roldan's  revolt 
from  his  brother,  had  fent  him  word,  that  he 
was  very  defirous  of  healing  the  breach  which 
had  happened  between  him  and  the  lieutenant, 
and  would  grant  him  fafe  conduct,  if  he  would 
come  to  him.  Having  alfo  heard,  that  the  re- 
bels complained  of  being  detained  upon  the 
ifiand,  he  caufed  a  proclamation  to  be  publifh- 
ed,  offering  provifions,  and  a  free  paiiage  to 
thofe  who  mould  chufe  to  return  to  Spain. 

Roldan  treated  the  Admiral's  advances  with 
contempt,  and  faid,  he  could  at  any  time  fupprefs 
his  authority  ;  but  as  lie  was  allured  ol  Carva- 
jal's honour,  he  would  not  treat  without  his 
mediation. 

Columbus  was  fomewhat  doubtful  of  Carva- 
jal's fidelity,  as  he  had  fupplied  the  rebels  with 
arms  from  the  fhips,  while  they  lay  at  Xaragua : 
but  as  he  thought  him  a  man  of  fome  prudence, 
he  contented  that  he  fhould  negociate  the  affair 
between  them.  Still  Roldan  refilled  to  treat-, 
but  was  at  length  perfuaded  to  accept  a  fafe 
conduct  and  vifited  the  Admiral ;  when  his 
demands  were  fo  extraordinary,  that  Columbus 
could  not  accept  them  ;  but  publifhed  a  free 
pardon  to  all  who  would  return  to  their  duty 
within  thirty  days. 

Carvajal  carried  a  copy  of  the  overtures  of 
peace  to  the  rebels,  and  Columbus  drew  up  a 
ftate  of  the  whole  affair,  which  he  addrefied  to 
their  Majefties,  and  fent,  with  five  fhips  to 
Spain. 

The  Admiral,  at  length,  after  many  difputes, 
confented  to  allow  Roldan  two  fhips  to  carry 
him  and  his  party  to  Spain,  to  pay  them  their 
wages  to  the  day  of  their  departure,  and  to  re- 
ftore  fuch  of  their  effetfs  as  had  been  feized  by 
the  order  of  him,  or  his  brother. 

The  weather  proving  bad,  it  was  fome  time 
before  the  veflels  could  be  got  ready,  and  car- 
ried round  to  Xaragua,  during  which,  Roldan 
changed  his  mind,  and  refufed  to  embark  -,  but 
appearing   defirous   to   accomodate    all   differ- 
ences, granted  a  fafe  conduct  to  Columbus,  who 
was  fo  anxious  to  fettle  the  matter,  that  he  went 
round  to  Xaragua  with  two  fhips,  where,  in  a 
conference  with   Roldan,  it  was  finally  deter- 
mined, that  fifteen  of  his  followers  fhould  go 
home  in  the  firft  fhips  bound  for  Spain,  that 
thofe  who  remained,    fhould   have   land?   and 
houfes   inftead  of  pay,    that  an  acl:  of  general 
oblivion  fhould  be  publifhed,  and  Roldan  in- 
verted with  his  former  office  for  life. 

Columbus,  having  fettled  this  difagreeablc 
affair,  fent  a  party  of  men,  under  the  command 
of  a  captain,  to  march  round  the  ifiand  to  re- 
duce the  rebellious  Indians  :  and  to  prevent  fu- 
ture animofities  in  Hifpaniola,  propofed  to  take 


the  lieutenant  with  him  to  Spain  ;  but  while  he 
was  preparing  for  his  voyage,  Alonzo  de  Ho- 
jeda,  with  four  fhips,  arrived  in  the  ifiand,  from 
a  cruize  •,  and  putting  into  the  port  of  Yaqui- 
mo,  offered  violence  to  fome  of  the  Indians, 
and  began  to  tempt  the  Spaniards  from  their 
duty,  before  they  were  well  fixed  in  it.  He 
allured  them,  that  Queen  Ifabella  was  in  a  bad 
ftate  of  health,  that  Columbus's  intereft  would 
die  with  her,  and  that  the  bilhop  of  Burgos, 
his  (Hojeda's)  relation,  would  take  care  to  work 
the  Admiral's  ruin. 

News  of  thefe  proceedings  being  brought  to 
Columbus,  he  fent  Roldan,  with  twenty-one 
men  againft  Hojeda,  which  order  he  obeyed  fo 
expeditioufly,  that  Hojeda,  feeing  no  way  to 
efcape,  met  him  with  an  appearance  of  friend- 
fhip  •,  faid,  that  he  had  been  obliged  to  land 
for  want  of  provifions  ;  that  he  had  no  inten- 
tion of  making  any  difturbances,  but  would 
fpeedily  fail  for  Domingo,  and  acquaint  the 
Admiral  with  the  fuccefs  of  his  voyage  :  inftead 
of  which,  he  failed  to  Xatagua,  where  he  told 
dispeople,  that  he  and  Carvajal  were  appointed 
by  the  King  to  infpect  the  Admiral's  conduit  ; 
thus  feducing  many  under  a  pretence  of  doing 
themfelves  right  by  force.  But  fome  of  the 
Spaniards,  aftonifhed  at  his  prefumption,  op- 
pofed  him,  and  a  tumult  enfued,  in  which  fe- 
veral  were  killed  and  wounded  •,  whereupon 
Roldan  went  againft  him  a  fecond  time,  and  he 
retired  to  his  fhip. 

Roldan  not  being  able  to  come  at  him,  in- 
vited him  on  fhore,  to  accommodate  the  dif- 
pute  ;  but  Hojeda  refufing  him,  the  other  offered 
to  go  on  board  ;  on  which  a  boat  well  manned, 
being  fent  out,  Roldan,  and  fix  or  feven  of  his 
people  entered  it  on  a  iudden,  and  making 
themfelves  mafters  of  it,  returned  to  land,  fo 
that  Hojeda  was  obliged  to  fubmit,  and  gave 
fecurity  for  his  leaving  the  ifiand,  at  an  ap- 
pointed time,  which  Roldan  took  care  to  fee 
fulfilled. 

A  few  days  after  Hojeda's  departure,  Ferdi- 
nand Guevara,  whofe  feditious  practices  had 
brought  him  into  difgrace  with  the  Admiral, 
being  exafperated  againit  Roldan,  who  would 
not  permit  him  to  marry  the  daughter  of  Ana- 
caona,  Queen  of  Xaragua,  having  attached  fe- 
veral  perfons  to  his  intereft,  entered  into  a  con- 
fpiracy  to  furprize  and  murder  Roldan,  who 
having  intelligence  of  the  defign,  feized  the  con- 
fpirators  :  and,  having  the  Admiral's  permif- 
fion  to  punifh  them  according  to  law,  they  were 
brought  to  a  trial,  when  fome  of  them  were 
imprifoned,  others  banifhed,  and  Moxica  was 
hanged.  The  confequence  of  this  proceeding 
was,  that  the  whole  ifiand  was  reftored  to  a  ftate 
of  tranquillity. 

Such  rich,  gold  mines  were  now  found,  that 
every  man  left  the  King's  pay,  and  went  to  dig 
on  his  own  account,  allowing  his  Majefty  a 
third  of  their  gettings  ;  and  in  this  employ- 
ment, one  man  would  gather  forty  ounces  a 
day. 

The  Indians  were  become  fo  fbbmiffive,  that 
many  of  them  turned  Chriftians  to  oblige  the 
Admiral,    who   feeing  matters   fo  well  fettled, 
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refolved  co  make  a  progrefs  through  the  ifland 
and  accordingly  he  and  his  brother  fetting  out 
on  the  twentieth  of  February,  came  to  Ifabella  on 
the  nineteenth  of  March-,  from  whence  they  went 
on  the  fifth  of  Auguft  for  the  Conception,  from 
which  place  the  Admiral  intended  to  go  to  St. 
Domingo  on  the  third  of  February,  in  order  to 
return  to  Spain,  to  give  their  Majefties  an  ac- 
count of  the  (late  of  the  colonies. 
.  While  things  were  in  this  fituation  in  Hifpa- 
niola,  many  of  the  rebels,  and  fome  others  that 
were  returned  to  Spain,  did  not  ceafe  to  give  in 
falfe  information's  to  the  King  and  council,  a- 
gainft  Columbus,  whom  they  rep  relented  as  ig- 
norant of  the  Spanifh  cuitoms,  proud  of  his 
new  dignity,  avaritious,  cruel,  and  unjuft. 
They  afierted,  that  he  withheld  the  pay  due  to 
the  fervants  of  the  government,  and  concealed 
or  embezzled  the  riches  of  the  ifland.  They  al- 
io inveighed  bitterly  againft  his  two  brothers  : 
and  the  relations  and  friends  of  thofe  who  had  re- 
belled in  Hifpaniola,  together  with  many  perlbns 
at  court  encouraging  thele  reports,  fuch  clamours 
were  at  length  railed  among  the  people,  that 
the  King  and  Queen  were  daily  furrounded  by 
p.rfons  demanding  juftice  againft  the  tyranni- 
cal foreigner,  who  had  found-  out  falfe  and  de- 
ceitful countries,  to  be  the  ruin  and  burial- 
place  of  the  Spanifh  gentry; 

Their  complaints  ran  lb  high,  that  it  was  at 
length  refolved  to  fend  a  peribn  to  Hifpaniola, 
to  enquire  into  thefe  affairs  ;  and  if  the  Admiral 
vas  found  guilty  of  the  matters  laid  to  his 
charge,  to  fend  him  home,  and  remain  governor 
in  his  room. 

The  perfon  their  Majefties  made  choice  of  for 
this  purpofe,  was  Francis  de  Bovadilla,  a  knight 
of  the  order  of  Calatrava,  but  in  low  circum- 
ftances,  who  arrived  at  Domingo  towards  the 
end  of  Auguft  1 500,  while  Columbus,  and  his 
brother,  and  moft  of  the  people  of  confequence 
were  at  the  Conception  on  buiineis  of  import- 
ance. 

As  there  were  no  people  of  Domingo,  who 
could  check  his  proceedings,  Bovadilla  took 
poffeffion  of  the  Admiral's  palace,  laid  hands 
on  his  effects,  and  afi'embling  thofe  who  were 
his  known  enemies,  declared  himfelf  governor. 

He  forthwith  lent  for  Columbus  to  come  to 
him  without  delay,  and  to  back  his  fummons, 
lent  to  him  a  letter  figned  both  by  the  King  and 
Queen,  though  that  letter  contained  nothing 
more  than  that  they  had  fent  the  bearer  to  ac- 
quaint the  Admiral  with  their  pleafure,  which 
lie  was  directed  to  obey. 

On  fight  of  theirMajefty's  letter,  Columbus  im- 
mediately repaired  to  St.  Domingo,  where  without 
any  regal  procels,  he  and  his  brother  Diego  were 
fent  on  board  a  fhip,  put  into  irons,  and  by 
command  of  Bovadilla,  no  peribn  was  admitted 
to  fee  or  converfe  with  them. 

A  kind  of  trail  was  then  begun  againft  them, 
in  which  the  evidence  of  their  enemies  being  ad- 
mitted, was  -fo  falfe,  incoherent,  and  ablurd, 
that  they  would  have  met  with  no  credit,  ex- 
cept with  a  ptfrfon  predetermined  on  their  ruin  : 
but  Bovadilla  encouraged  their  prejudiced  ac- 
cufers,  and  even  the  rabble,  to  inlult  them,  by  J 


reading  the  moft  fcandalous  libels  in  the  mar- 
ket place,  and  blowing  horns  at  the  port  where 
the  fhips  lay  at  anchor. 

As  foon  as  Bovadilla  had  delivered  Columbus 
to  Andrew  Martin*  captain  of  the  veffel  that 
was  to  carry  him  to  Spain,  he  began  to  opprefs 
and  plunder  the  poor  Indians,  to  fquander  his 
Majefty's  revenue  among  his  own  adherents,  to 
oeftroy  all  the  Admiral's  prudent  regulations, 
-nd  to  countenance  univerfal  riot  and  diforder. 

Bovadilla  directed  the  captain  to  deliver  Co- 
lumbus  in  irons  to  the  bifhop  of  Fonfeea,  un- 
der whofe  direction  he  acted  ;  but  Martin  was 
-.0  fooner  at  fea,  than  afhamed  of  feeing  Colum- 
bus in  fuch  a  fkuatiop,  would  have  knocked  off 
his  irons;  which  the  Admiral  would  not  permit, 
faying,  that  iince  their  Majefties  directed  him  to 
fubmit  to  Bovadilla,  he  was  determined  to  wear 
them  during  the  voyage,  and  that  he  would 
keep  the  irons  as  precious  relicks  and  memo- 
rials of  the  reward  of  his  fervices :  and  in  this 
he  was  as  good  as  his  word,  preferring  the  irons 
in  his  own  chamber  to  the  day  of  his  death  ;  and 
giving  directions  for  them  to  be  buried  with  his 
body,  which  was  accordingly  performed. 

Columbus  wrote  to  their  Majefties  on  the 
twentieth  of  November,  informing  them  of  his 
arrival  at  Cadiz  ;  whereupon  they  gave  orders 
for  his  being  immediately  releafcd,  declaring 
themfelves  very  lorry  for  the  treatment  he  had 
met  with,  inviting  him  to  court,  and  promifing 
that  he  fhould  foon  be  lent  back  with  a  full  refti-* 
tution  of  honour. 

Upon  this*  the  Admiral  fet  out  for  Granada, 
where  he  was  favourably  received  by  their  Ma- 
jefties, who  allured  him,  that  they  had  not  or- 
dered him  to  be  imprifoned,  and  that  full  fa- 
tisfaction  fhould  be  made  for  the  injuries  he  had 
received.  In  the  mean  time,  enquiry  being- 
made  into  the  affair,  and  the  charge  againft 
him  appearing  to  be  malicious,  he  was  acquit- 
ted with  honour  •,  and  it  was  agreed,  that  a  new 
governor  fhould  be  fent  in  Hifpaniola,  who 
fhould  do  Columbus  and  his  brothers  juitice,  and 
compel  Bovadilla  to  reftore  their  effects  which 
he  had  unjuftly  feized. 

Nicholas  de  Obando  was  the  perfon  pitched 
upon  lor  this  office ;  a  man  of  abilities,  but  as 
it  afterwards  appeared,  partial,  cruel,  and  re- 
vengeful. 

Their  Majefties  having  refolved  to  fend  O- 
bando  to  Hifpaniola,  thought  it  wrong  to  keep 
Columbus  idle  ;  and  therefore  propofed  to  fend 
him  on  fome  voyage,  by  which  he  might  reap 
fome  advantages,  while  Obando  was  fettling 
affairs  in  the  Weft  Indies ;  as  they  had  no  in- 
tention of  depriving  the  Admiral  of  his  office  ; 
but  many  delays  intervening,  and  Columbus 
apprehending  fome  new  difgrace  from  the  ene- 
mies at  court,  applied  to  their  Majefties,  and 
befought  their  prote  lion  •,  which  was  taken  fo 
well,  that  they  made  him  fuch  favourable  grants 
and  conceffions,  as  in  fome  meafure  obliterated 
the  memory  of  his  former  ill-treatment,  and 
determined  him  to  make  another  voyage  to  the 
Weil  Indies,  with  a  view  of  perfecting  thofe 
difcoveries  he  had  fo  happily  begun. 

The  honour  of  difcovering  the  continent  of 

America 


CHRISTOPHER    COLUMBUS. 


'J 


America  indifpurably  belongs  to  Columbus, 
who  was  at  the  itland  of  Margarita  on  the  firft 
of  Auguft  1498.  "Whereas  Alonzo  Hojeda, 
who  has  been  fo  often  mentioned  in  the  courfe 
of  this  voyage,  and  Americus  Vefpucius,  did 
not  fail  from  Cadiz,  till  the  twentieth  of  May 
1498.  But  if  Columbus  had  not  made  this 
dilcovery,  they  could  not,  with  any  propriety, 
have   been  deemed   the  difcoverers,  fince  what 


they  performed  arofe  from  the  ufe  of  the  Admi- 
ral's draughts  and  projects,  which  he  had  put 
into  tire  hands  of  the  bifliop  of  Burgos,  by  their 
Majefties  command  \  and  which  the  bifhop, 
out  of  mere  hatred  to  the  Admiral,  had  com- 
municated to  them  5  for  which  reafon,  without 
taking  farther  notice  of  thefe  people,  we  fhall 
proceed  to  the  hiitory  of  Columbus's  fourth  and 
laft  Voyage. 


CHAPTER       IV. 


Columbus  s  fourth  voyage;  he  fails  from  Cadiz  ;  arrives  at  Hifpaniola  j  is  ill-treated  by 
the  new  governor  ;  Jails  to  the  Ijihmus  of  Darien,  and  from  thence  to  Porto  Bello  ;  fend? 
pcrfons  to  examine  the  mines  of  Vcragua,  ivho  are  dirccled  to  'other  mines ;  forms  ajettle- 
ment  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Be/em  ;  a  cacique,  named  ^uibio,  aud  his  family  arej'eized; 
fever  al  Spaniards  killed;  they  fail  to  "Jamaica,  and  Hifpaniola,  and  from  thence  to  Spain  •» 
the  death  of  Columbus,  with  an  account  of  his  perfon  and  characler. 


COLUMBUS  had  fo  many  enemies  at 
court,  that  h«  found  all  his  patience 
and  addrefs  neceifary  to  maintain  his 
ground.  Their  Majefties  entertained  fome  pre- 
judices againft  him,  becaufe  he  had  acquired 
.his  authority  by  way  of  a  contract,  rather  than 
by  leaving  the  reward  of  his  actions  to  their 
judgment. 

1  he  Admiral  obferving  they  were  dilatory  in 
the  preparations  for  his  voyage,  demanded  an 
audience  of  the  Queen,  in  which  he  infinuatedj 
that  what  he  had  yet  done  was  nothing  to  what 
he  hoped  to  do-,  that  his  difcoveries  on  the 
continent  were  made  with  a  view  to  find  a  paf- 
fage  to  the  Eaft  Indies,  which  in  another  voyage 
he  did  not  doubt  of  effecting,  and  thereby  make 
both  the  Indies  fubject  to  their  Majefties  au- 
thority. This  had  its  defired  effect  ;  a  fleet 
was  immediately  ordered  for  this  new  fervice, 
and  the  Admiral  was  much  careffed,  both  by  the 
King  and  Queen. 

Columbus  failed  from  Cadiz  on  the  ninth  of 
May  1 5c  2,  with  four  fmall  mips  under  his  com- 
mand, having  on  board  an  hundred  and  forty 
perfon s,  including  boys,  and  proceeded  to  St. 
Catharine's,  from  whence  he  failed  on  the  ele- 
venth, for  Arzilla  on  the  coaft  of  Morocco, 
to  relieve  the  Portuguefe,  who  were  fuppofed  to 
be  much  diftrefled  •,  but,  before  his  arrival,  the 
Moors  having  railed  the  liege,  he  proceeded  to 
the  Grand  Canaria,  at  which  place  he  call  an- 
chor on  the  twentieth,  and  having  taken  in  wood 
and  water,  failed  with  a  fair  wind,  and  arrived 
at  Martinico  on  the  fifteenth  of  June  ;  from 
whence,  ftanding  to  the  weftward,  he  proceed- 
ed to  St.  Domingo,  where  he  propofed  to  ex- 
change one  of  his  (hips,  which  was  a  bad  failer  : 
his  defign  being  to  fail  along  the  coaft  of  Paria, 
and  ktep  the  fhore,  till  he  came  to  the  ftreight 
which  he  imagined  to  be  near  the  places 
fince  denominated  Veragua  and  Nobre  de 
Bio?. 
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But  that  his  unexpected  arrival  might  not  fur- 
prize  the  judge,  who  had  been  lent  to  call  Bo- 
vadilla  to  an  account  for  his  conduct,  the  Ad- 
miral, being  near  the  port,  fent  Peter  de  Ter^ 
reros,  one  of  his  captains,  to  fignify  the  necef- 
fity  he  was  under  of  changing  a  Hup-,  to  re- 
prefent  that  he  fhould  fnelter  himfelf  in  that 
port  againft  a  ftorm,  which  he  forefaw  was  com- 
ing :  and  to  defire  that  the  homeward  bound 
fleet  might  not  fail  for  eight  days  ;  fince,  if  it 
did,  it  would  be  in  the  utmoft  danger.  But 
this  new  Governor  would  not  even  allow  the 
Admiral  to  enter  the  port,  and  permitted  the 
fleet,  which  confifted  of  eighteen  fail,  and  in 
which  were  Roldan,  Bovadilla,  and  the  major 
part  of  their  adherents,  to  put  to  fea. 

Scarce  had  they  weathered  the  eaft  point  of 
Hifpaniola,  when  fo  dreadful  a  ftorm  arofe, 
that  the  Admiral  of  the  fleet,  in  which  was  Bo- 
vadilla, with  moft  of  the  rebels,  funk,  and  the 
hurricane  made  fuch  havock  among  the  reft, 
that,  of  eighteen  fhips,  only  four  were  faved. 

As  Columbus  had  forefeen  the  ftorm,  but 
was  refufed  admittance  into  the  harbour,  he 
fheltered  himfelf  under  the  land  ;  but  the  ftorm 
increafing  the  next  day,  forced  three  of  his 
veflels  to  fea,  when  the  Bermuda,  the  fhip 
which  Columbus  wanted  to  have  changed  muft 
have  been  loft,  but  for  the  extraordinary  fkill 
of  his  brother  Bartholomew,  whole  naval  abi- 
lities were  fuperior  to  thofe  of  any  man  of  his 
time. 

All  the  fhips  having  fuffered  very  much,  each 
concluded  the  other  loft,  till  they  happily  met 
a  few  days  afterwards,  in  the  port  ofAzua,  to 
the  great  joy  of  the  Admiral,  who  was  heverthe- 
lefs  not  a  little  chagrined  fo  think  he  had  been 
refufed  admittance  into  the  very  port  he  had 
difcovered. 

Columbus,  having  forefeen  the  ftorm,  his 
enemies  afierted,  that  he  had  raifed  it  by  magic, 
in  order  to  deftroy  the  homeward  bound  fleet, 
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and  their  fuperftitious  notions  were  not  a  little 
ftrengthened  when  it  was  known,  that  the  only 
fhip  which  reached  Spain  in  fafety,  was  the 
Agnja,  having  on  board  four  thoufand  pefos  of 
gold,  belonging  to  the  Admiral  •,  the  other 
three  veflels  that  weathered  the  ftorm,  having 
put  back  to  St.  Domingo  in  a  mattered  con- 
dition. 

While  the  Admiral  lay  at  Azua,  the  men  di- 
verted themfelves  with  fifhing,  and  in  that  bay 
catched  the  Manita,  or  Sea  Cow,  the  flefh  of 
which  has  the  tafte  of  veal,  but  is  efteemed 
better ;  and  the  Saavina,  a  fifh  half  as  big  as  a 
common  church  bell,  which  lying  on  the  top 
of  the  water,  one  of  the  crew  ftruck  it  with  an 
harping  iron,  which  was  tied  to  a  rope,  the  o- 
ther  end  of  which  was  faftened  to  a  boat,  which 
the  hm  drew  after  it  as  fwift  as  an  arrow,  to  the 
great  aitonifhment  of  thofe  on  board  the  fhips, 
who  knew  not  the  occafion,  till  at  length  the 
Hfh  finking,  was  drawn  to  the  fhip's  fide,  and 
hawled  on  board. 

The  Admiral  having  refrefhed  his  men,  and 
repaired  his  fhips,  left  Azua,  and  failed  to  the 
ifiands  of  Guanaia,  near  the  province  now  cal- 
led Honduras,  where  his  brother  Bartholomew 
went  on  fhore  with  two  boats,  and  found  a  great 
number  of  pine  trees,  and  pieces  of  Lapis  Ca- 
laminaris,  which  being  mixed  with  copper,  the 
feamen  miftaking  for  gold,  kept  fome  of  it  a 
long  while.  The  people  refembled  thofe  of  the 
orher  ifiands,  only  their  foreheads  were  not  fo 
high.  _ 

While  Bartholomew  Columbus  was  on  fhore, 
a  canoe  put  in  there,  which  was  eight  feet  wide, 
as  long  as  a  galley,  and  had  an  awning  covered 
with  palm  leaves  in  the  middle,  refembling  the 
Venetian  Gondolas;  and  it  was  made  all  of  one 
tree.  Under  the  awning,  the  women,  children 
and  goods  were  defended  from  the  weather. 
There  were  twenty-five  men  on  board  this  vefiel, 
but  the  boats  purfuing  them,  they  made  no  de- 
fence, and  were  eafily  taken. 

Columbus  was  extremely  pleafed  to  have  an 
opportunity  of  knowing  the  commodities  of  the 
country,  without  expoiing  his  men  to  danger  ; 
and,  in  examining  the  cargo,  they  found  quilts, 
and  fhirts  of  cotton,  without  fieeves,  curioufly 
wrought,  and  dyed  of  feveral  colours  ;  alio 
large  fheets,  in  which  the  women  wrapt  them- 
felves, and  fmaller  cloths  of  the  fame  fort  : 
long  wooden  {words,  with  a  channel  on  e:.ch 
fide,  in  which  were  fixed  flints,  faftened  with 
fmall  cord,  and  a  kind  of  bituminous  matter  : 
likewife  copper  hatchets,  for  cleaving  of  wood, 
and  bells  of  the  fame  metal,  with  plates  and 
crucibles  for  melting  the  copper. 

Their  provifion  confifted  of  fuch  grain  and 
loots  as  are  eaten  in  Hifpaniola  ;  and  a  liqucr 
made  ofmaiz,  like  Englifh  beer.  They  had 
abundance  of  cocoa  nuts,  which  pafied  as  mo- 
ney,  on  which  they  fet  a  high  value  ;  for  not- 
withstanding their  fituation  as  prifoners,  if  one 
of  the  nuts  happen  to  fall  upon  the  deck,  they 
ftooped  to  match  it  up  with  the  utmoft  eager- 
nel's. 

They  behaved  with  the  greateft  decency, 
which  induced  the  Admirnl  to  reftore  their  ca- 


noe, to  give  them  things  in  exchange  for  thofe 
which  had  been  taken  from  them,  and  to  per- 
mit them  to  depart.  He  however  detained  one 
old  man,  who  appeared  to  be  their  chief,  with 
a  view  to  learn  what  he  could  of  the  country, 
along  which  he  failed,  by  engaging  others  to 
converfe  with  the  Spaniards,  in  "which  the  old 
man  chearfully  affifted,  as  long  as  his  language 
was  understood  ;  and  when  he  could  ferve  them 
no  longer,  he  was  difmified  with  a  hand  fome 
prefent. 

This  old  Indian  had  informed  Columbus, 
that  the  people  weilward,  towards  Mexico,  were 
rich,  polite,  and  affable  •,  but  confidering  that 
as  that  country  lay  to  the  leeward,  he  could 
fail  thither  whenever  he  pleafed  from  Cuba, 
he  now  determined  to  perfift  in  his  defign 
of  discovering  a  ftreight  in  the  continent,  to 
find  a  paflage  to  the  South  Sea,  in  order  to 
come  at  the  countries  which  produced  fpices  •, 
and  therefore  failed  eaftwards  towards  Veragua, 
and  Nombre  deDios,  where  he  was  informed  the 
ftreight  would  be  found;  but  the  Indians  meant 
the  Ifthmus  of  Darien,  which  the  Admiral  mif- 
took  for  a  paflage  from  fea  to  fea  •,  and  there- 
fore in  purfuit  of  the  fuppofed  paflage,  failed 
towards  a  point  on  the  continent,  which  he 
named  Cafinas,  from  a  fruit  which  grew  there 
which  the  natives  of  Hifpaniola  calied  by  that 
name. 

The  people  near  Cape  Cafinas  wear  thofe 
painted  fhirts  before  mentioned,  made  of  cot- 
ton, ftrong  enough  to  defend  them  againft  thefe 
weapons,  and  even  to  bear  off' the  ftrokes  of 
ours. 

Farther  eaftward  the  inhabitants  were  almcfl 
black,  and  of  very  'fierce  countenances ;  they 
go  naked,  and  eat  botli  flefh  and  fifh  quite  raw. 
They  have  their  ears  bored  fo  large,  that  a  hen's 
egg  might  be  put  into  the  orifice  ;  from  which 
the  Admiral  called  the  place  De  las  Orejas,  or 
Of  the  Ears. 

Bartholomew  Columbus,  at  this  place  went 
afhore,  attended  by  the  captains,  and  many  of 
the  men,  with  colours  flying,  to  hear  mafs,  on 
the  fourteenth  of  Auguii  in  the  morning;  and 
afterwards,  when  the  boats  were  going  on  fhore 
to  rake  pofTeffton  of  the  country  for  their  Catho- 
lic Majefties,  above  one  hundred  men  ran  down 
to  the  coait,  loaded  with  provisions,  and  as  foon 
as  the  boats  reached  the  fhore,  they  retired  back 
without  fpeaking  a  word.     The  lieutenant  en- 
deavoured to  entice  them  with  beads,  bells,  and 
other  things,  which  pleafed  them  fo  well,  that 
the  next  day  greater  numbers   came  down  with 
gcefe,  broiled  hfh,   red  and  white  beans,  and  a 
kinds  of  hen,  which  tailed  better  than  thofe  of 
Europe. 

The  fituation  of  the  country  was  low,  but  it 
was  very  beautiful,  and  produced  oaks,  palm 
trees,  pines,  and  mirabolans  ;  alfo  leopards, 
deer,  and  other  animals,  and  a  great  quantity 
of  fifh. 

The  inhabitants  appeared  to  have  no  religion, 
and  were  of  feveral  nations  which  (poke  differ- 
ent languages  ;  the  common  people  were  naked, 
except  a  cloth  round  the  middle  ;  but  thofe  of 
better  condition,  wore  red   and  white  cotton 
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cloths  round  their  heads,  and  a  few  of  them 
wore  fhort  jackets  without  fleeves.  Their  bo- 
dies were  marked  with  different  figures,  by 
pricking  the  fkin  ;  and,  on  days  of  feftival, 
they  painted  their  faces  of  divers  colours,  which 
gave  them  a  terrible  appearance. 

The  Admiral  failed  along  the  coaft  from  Cape 
Cafinas,  to  a  cape  he  called  Gracias  a  Dios,  or 
Thanks  to  God  •,  becaufe,  having  been  feventy 
d.iys  in  this  palfage,  which  is  but  fixty  leagues, 
the  land  now  bending  to  thelbuth,  enabled  him 
to  continue  his  voyage  with  the  affiftance  of  a 
trade  wind.  A  little  be>ond  this  head-land,  he 
palled  fome  dangerous  lands,  which  extended 
into  the  lea,  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach. 

Being  in  want  of  wood  and  water,  on  the  fix- 
teenth  of  September,  the  Admiral  fent  fome 
boats  into  a  river,  the  entrance  of  which  ap- 
peared to  be  good  and  deep  ;  but  on  their  at- 
tempting to  return,  the  winds  blowing  from  the 
fea  againft  the  current  of  the  river,  railed  fuch 
waves,  that  one  of  the  boats  with  all  her  men 
were  loft,  on  which  it  was  called  Rio  de  la  Dif- 
gracia,  or  the  River  of  Difafter.  In  this  river, 
and  near  it,  there  were  canes  as  thick  as  a  man's 
leg. 

On  the  twenty-fifth,  ftill  failing  fouthward, 
they  came  to  an  anchor  near  a  little  ifland,  cal- 
led Quiriviri,  and  a  town  on  the  continent,  cal- 
led Cariaii ;  the  inhabitants  of  which  town  and 
ifland,  were  the  civileft,  and  the  country  itfelf 
the  fined:  they  had  yet  feen. 

Cariaii  is  fituatednear  a  great  river,  whither 
a  great  number  of  people  relbrted,  fome  bring- 
ing bows  and  arrows,  and  other  ftaves  of  a 
palm  tree,  as  black  as  jet,  and  as  hard  as  horn, 
with  bones  of  fifh  at  the  end.  The  men  had 
their  hair  braided,  while  the  women  wore  theirs 
cut  lliort.  They  feemed  to  have  affembled  by 
way  of  defending  themfelves  ;  but  finding  the 
Spaniards  peaceable,  they  were  inclined  to  bar- 
ter their  commodities,  which  confided  cf  pale 
gold,  which  they  wore  about  their  necks,  and 
cotton  jerkins. 

As  the  Spaniards  did  not  go  on  fhore  that 
day  nor  the  next,  they  fwam  to  the  boats  with 
thefe  things,  when  the  Admiral  would  not  per- 
mit his  people  to  take  their  goods  ;  but  gave 
them  feveral  baubles.  They  appeared  the  more 
eager,  as  the  Spaniards  feemed  lefs  willing  to 
exchange  with  them  :  and  having  in  vain  beck- 
oned them  to  come  on  (bore,  they  left  ail  the 
things  they  had  received  in  a  heap,  where  the 
Spaniards  afterwards,  on  their  landing,  found 
them. 

The  Indians  at  length  imagining  the  Spa- 
niards would  not  confide  in  them,  fent  an  an- 
tient  man,  of  a  venerable  afpect,  who  carried 
a  rlag  upon  a  ftaff,  and  was  attended  by  two 
young  girls,  adorned  with  pieces  of  gold  about 
their  necks.  The  old  man  having  put  the  girls 
into  a  boat,  making  (igns  that  they  fhould  be 
taken  to  the  Admiral,  as  a  kind  of  fecurity,  that 
the  Spaniards  might  fafely  land  ;  Columbus  or- 
dered the  girls  to  be  fed  and  cloathed,  and  then 
lent  them  on  fhore,  where  the  old  man,  and  a- 
bout  fifty  of  the  natives  received  them  with  the 
higheft  iatisfaclion. 


The  next  day,  the  Admiral's  brother  going 
on  fhore,  to  learn  fomething  of  the  people,  and. 
the  country  -,  two  of  the  chief  men  came  to  his 
boat,  and  taking  him  by  the  arms  between  them 
made  him  fit  down  on  the  grafs  ;  when  asking 
them  feveral  queftions,  he  ordered  his  fecretary 
to  write  down  what  they  fuppofed  to  be  their 
aniwers  ;  but  feeing  the  pen,  ink  and  paper, 
they  were  greatly  frightened,  and  moft  of  them 
run  away,  as  dreading  the  effecls  of  witch-craft  ; 
and  it  had  been  oblerved  before  they  came  to 
them,  that  they  had  fcattered  a  powder  in  the 
air,  and  burning  fome  of  the  fame  endeavoured 
to  drive  the  fmoke  towards  the  Spaniards. 

On  the  fecond  of  October,  Columbus  fent 
his  brother  on  fhore  to  view  the  Indian  town 
and  learn  what  particulars  he  could,  concern- 
ing the  country  ;  when  he  faw  feveral  tombs  in 
one  of  which  was  a  dead  body  embalmed,  in 
a  large  wooden  building,  covered  with  canes ; 
in  another  tomb,  he  found  two  bodies  wrapt  in 
cotton  flieets,  but  they  had  no  offenlive  fmell  -, 
over  each  tomb  was  a  board  with  figures  of 
beads,  carved  on  it  ;  and  on  others  were  the 
effigies  of  theperfons  buried,  adorned  with  beads, 
bits  of  gold,  and  other  things,  moft  efteemed 
among  them. 

As  thefe  Indians  were  more  civilized  than  any 
they  had  met  with,  Columbus  ordered  fome  of 
them  to  be  taken,  out  of  which  he  felected  two, 
and  endeavouring  to  make  the  others  fenfible 
that  they  were  detained  only  as  guides  on  the 
coaft,  and  fhould  be  1'oon  fet  a  liberty,  he  made 
them  prefents  and  difmilTcd  them;  but  the  na- 
tives, imagining  they  were  detained  through  co- 
vetoufnefs,  four  of  them  came  on  board  the 
next  day,  and  brought  two  fmall  wild  hogs  for 
their  ranfom  ;  one  of  which  was  hunted  on  the 
deck  by  a  wild  cat,  which  one  of  the  lailors  had 
caught  in  the  woods ;  but  he  firft  cut  off 
one  of  the  cat's  fore  legs.  The  hogs  feeing  the 
cat,  ran  terrified  about  the  deck,  on  which 
the  Admiral  directed  one  of  them  to  be  brought 
near  the  cat,  which  immediately  twilling  its 
tail  about  the  hog's  fnout,  faftened  its  remain- 
ing fore  leg  upon  the  head,  and  if  the  men  had 
not  prevented,  it  would  foon  have  dilpatched 
him. 

Sailing  from  hence,  they  came  into  the  bay 
of  Caravaro,  on  the  fifth  of  October,  where  the 
fhips  failed  between  fome  little  illands,  forming 
a  kind  of  lanes  the  leaves  of  trees  brufhing  the 
fhrouds. 

Anchoring  in  this  bay,  the  boats  were  fent 
to  one  of  thefe  iflands,  where  the  people 
quite  naked,  except  gold  about  their  necks, 
were  lying  by  their  canoes  on  the  fhore.  They 
fhewed  no  figns  of  fear,  and  the  two  Indians 
from  Cariari,  giving  them  three  hav/k's  bells, 
they  gave  in  exchange,  a  plate  of  gold,  weigh- 
ing ten  ducats,  and  laid  there  was  great  plenty 
of  that  metal  on  the  oppofite  continent,  not  far 
from  thence,  whither  two  boats  were  fent  the 
next  day  ;  who  meeting  with  two  canoes  full 
of  people,  who  would  not  exchange  their  gold 
plates,  the  Spaniards  took  two  of  them,  that, 
by  the  help  of  the  interpreters  from  Cariaii,  the 
Admiral  might  get  what  intelligence  he  wanted. 

the 
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The  quantity  of  gold  to  be  found  in  this  conn- 
try,  appeared  from  the  weight  of  the  plates 
which  thefe  people  wore,  one  of  which  was 
fourteen,  and  the  other  twenty-two  ducats. 

In  the  bay  vaft  quantities  of  fifh  were  taken, 
and  plenty  of  roots,  grain  and  fruit,  was  found 
on  fhore.  Thefe  men  painted  themfelves  black, 
white  and  red,  and  wore  no  covering,  but  a 
narrow  cotton  cloth  about  the  middle  of  their 
bodies. 

The  Admiral  failed  from  this  bay  to  another 
very  near  it  •,  and  on  the  feventeenth  continued 
the  voyage  for  twelve  leagties  to  the  river  Guai- 
ga,  where,  the  boats  being  ordered  on  fhore, 
above  one  hundred  Indians  affaulted  them,  run- 
ning up  to  their  middles  in  the  fea,  brandifhing 
their  fpears,  blowing  horns,  beating  a  drum, 
throwing  lea  water  at  them,  and  fpurting  in  their 
faces  the  juice  of  a  herb  they  were  chewing. 

The  Spaniards,  without  ftirring,  endeavour- 
ed to  appeafe  them,  which  in  the  end  they  effec- 
ted •,  for  at  la  ft  they  drew  near  to  exchange 
the  gold  plates  they  had  about  their  neeks,  for 
two  or  three  hawke's  bells,  by  which  means 
they  got  fixteen  gold  plates,  worth  one  hundred 
and  fixty  ducats,  for  a  few  trifles. 

On  the  nineteenth,  the  boats  went  again  to- 
wards land  ;  but  before  the  Spaniards  went  a 
fhore,  they  called  to  fome  Indians,  who  lay  un- 
der huts  they  had  built  the  preceeding  night  ; 
but  none  of  them  would  come  ;  and  finding  the 
Spaniards  did  not  land,  they  ruihed  into  the 
water  as  before,  till  they  came  almoft  to  the 
boats,  and  even  offered  to  throw  their  javelins, 
whereupon  the  Spaniards  wounded  one  with  an 
arrow  in  the  arm,  and  the  Admiral  firing  a  can- 
non, they  all  ran  away  ;  bat  four  of  the  Chrif- 
tians  landing,  beckoned  them  back,  when  they 
came  peaceably,  and  exchanged  fuch  plates  as 
they  had,  which,  however,  were  very  few,  as 
they  came  rather  to  fight  than  to  trade. 

Columbus  having  obtained  fpecimens  of  what 
thefe  parts  afforded,  proceeded  on  his  voyage, 
and  anchored  at  the  mouth  of  a  great  river, 
where  the  people  affembled,  and  fent  two  men 
in  a  canoe  to  the  fhips,  who  having  converfed 
with  the  Cariari  Indianr,  came  readily  on  board, 
without  fear,  and  preftnted  their  gold  plates  to 
the  Admiral,  who  gave  them  fome  baubles  in 
return.  Thefe  going  back,  others  came  and 
traded  in  the  fame  manner  ;  after  which  the 
Spaniards  went  afhore,  where  they  met  with  a 
number  of  Indians,  with  their  king,  who  ex- 
changed his  plate  as  an  example  to  his  fubjeets 
to  barter  theirs  ;  and  the  Spaniards  obtained  in 
all,  nineteen  plates  of  pure  gold. 

The  Admiral  fleering  eaftwards,  came  to 
Cabravo  ;  but  as  none  of  the  people  came 
down,  he  held  on  his  courfe,  and  came  to  Ve- 
ragua,  where  the  Indians  laid  the  <:old  was  ga- 
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the red. 

Columbus  now  proceeded  to  a  place  which 
he  called  Porco  Bello,  or  the  Beamiful  Port, 
from  the  elegance  of  the  country  around  it. 

The  Admiral  paffing  by  tWo  iflands,  within 
which  the  fhips  may  lie  clofe  to  the  fhore,  en- 
tered the  harbour  of  Porto  Bello  on  the  fecond 
#i'  November  -,  and  on   the  ninth  failed  eight 


leagues  to  the  eaftward  ;  but  being  driven  bac*; 
by  ftrefs  of  weather,  put  in  among  the  iflands 
where  the  town  of  Nombre  de  Dios  was  after- 
wards  built  j  and  thefe  fmall'  iflands  abounding 
in  grain,  he  called  the  place  Puerto  de  Bafti- 
mentos,  or  the-  Port  of  Provifions.  At  this 
place  a  boat  well  manned  purfuing  a  canoe,  the 
Indians,  when  they  faw  it  within  a  ftone's  throw 
of  them,  caft  themfelves  into  the  Sea,  and  fwani 
away  to  faft,  that  the  boat  eould  not  overtake 
them  in  rowing  half  a  league. 

Here  they  continued  till  the  twenty-third  of 
November,  refitting  the  fhips,  and  then  laikd 
eaftward  to  Guaiga,  where  the  boats  going  a- 
fhore,  found  about  three  hundred  perfons,  with 
whom  they  traded  for  provifions,  and  for  little 
ornaments  of  gold,  which  hung  at  their  ears  and 
nofes . 

On  the  74th  the  Admiral  entered  a  fmall  ports 
which  he  named  the  Retreat,  b.caufe  it  was  not 
cap-able  of  containing  mere  than  fiveor  fix  fhips,. 
the  mouth  of  it  not  being  moiethan  twenty  paces 
over  ;  on  both  fides  of  it  rocks  appearing  above 
water,  fo  that  if  the  veifeb  laid  on  one  fide,  the 
men  might  leap  on  fhore,  yet  the  channels  were 
fo  deep  that  no  bottom  could  be  found.  The 
covetous  -  nnd  Info-lent  behavioar  of  the  com- 
mon failors  Induced  trie  Indians  to  break  the 
peace  with  them,  and  frequent  skirmifh-es  hap- 
pened between  them,  till  at  length,  their  coa- 
rage  increafing  with  their  numbers,  they  feemed; 
determined  to  board  the  fhips  ;  whereupon  the 
Admiral,  to  terrify  them,  ordered  a  cannon  to 
be  fired,  but  as  no  danger  attended  the  noiie, 
they  anfwered  with  fhouts,  thrafhing  the  trees 
with  ftaves,  and  by  threatening  figns  feemed  to- 
intimate  that  they  did  not  regard  the  noife  ; 
therefore,  effecr.uaJly  to  humble  them,  the  Ad- 
miral eaufed  a  fhot  to  be  fired  at  a  company  of 
them  upon  a  little  hill,  and  the  ball  falling  a- 
mong  them,  they  began  to  fear  the  thunder-bolt 
though  they  had  defpikd  the  thunder  ;  and  from 
that  time  forward,  none  of  them  appeared,  ever* 
on  the  hills.  The  people  of  this  country  were 
the  handfomeft  they  had  feen,  being  tall  and 
ilender  and  having  good  countenances. 

This  country  produced  but  few  trees  and  lit- 
tle grafs  ;  and  in  the  harbour  there  were  large 
alligators,  which  diffufed  a  prodigious  rtrong 
fcent  from  the  fhore  on  which  they  fiept.  Thefe 
creatures,  though  fearful  and  cowardly  when  at- 
tacked, yet  if  they  find  a  man  afleep,  they  drag 
him  to  the  water  to  devour  him  :  fome  affirm 
that  thefe  alligators  are  of  the  fame  fpecits  with 
the  crocodile  of  Egypt. 

The  Admiral  perceiving  that  the  violent  eaft 
and  north  eaft  winds  did  not  ceafe,  and  feeing 
no  probability  of  trading  any  more  with  thefe 
people,  determined  to  go  back  to  get  what  far- 
ther intelligence  he  could  about  the  mines  of 
Veragua,  and  accordingly,on  the  fifth  of  Decem- 
ber failed  back  to  Porto  Bello,  ten  leagues  to 
the  weftward,  and  continuing  his  courfe  the  next 
day  was  retarded  by  a  weft  wind, which  he  ima- 
gined would  not  laft  long,  and  therefore  bore 
up  againrt  it  for  fome  days  during  which  they 
had  inceffant  rains,  and  frequent  tiamder  and 
li-htning  ;  and  when  the  weaSker  feemed  to  fa- 
vour 
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Vcur  their  going  to  Veragua,  a  frefh  wind  drove 
them  toward  Porto  Bcllo,  and  when  they  were 
in  hopes  of  making  that  port,  they  were  beat  off 
again  and  all  the  while  the  weather  was  fo  un- 
settled and  unruly  that  the  Tailors  could  lcarcely 
keep  the  deck.  In  this  dreadful  fituation  they 
had  like  to  have  been  overwhelmed  with  a 
water  fpout,  and  had  the  additional  mortification 
to  loole  light  of  one  of  their  fhips,  which  they 
concluded  was  loit  :  but  at  the  end  of  three  dark 
and  difmal  days,  during  which  fhe  had  call  an- 
chor, and  been  driven  to  fea  with  lofs  of  her 
anchor  and  boat,  they  happily  got  fight  of  her 
again.  By  this  time  the  fhips  were  almoft  mat- 
tered to  pieces,  and  the  men  quite  fpent  with 
cold,  hunger  and  fatigue,  when  a  calm  which 
killed  two  days  afforded  them  fome  relief. 

Columbus  had  the  happinefs  to  enter  a  large 
harbouron  the  feventeenthofDecember,  which  the 
Indians  called  Huiva,  where,  going  afhore,  they 
found  the  inhabitants  dwelt  in  houles  built  on 
the  tops  of  trees,  by  laying  timbers  acrols  from 
bough  to  bough  ;  a  cullom  which  their  fears  of 
wild  beafls,  or  land-floods,  mull  have  rendered 
neceffary.  Having  repofed  fome  time  in  this 
place,  they  failed  again,  and  in  the  beginning 
of  January  1503,  call  anchor  near  a  river  which 
the  Admiral  called  Belem  or  Bethlem  from  his 
arriving  there  on  the  feaft  of  the  Epiphany. 

Near  this  river  to  the  weft  was  that  or  Vera- 
gua, up  which  the  boats  went  to  the  town  where 
they  were  informed  the  gold  mines  were.  At 
iirll  the  Indians  endeavoured  with  their  weapons 
to  oppofe  their  landing,  but  an  Indian,  who 
underllood  a  little  of  their  language,  going  a- 
fhore  with  the  Spaniards  the  next  day,  and  tell- 
ing them  that  they  wanted  nothing  but  what 
fhouki  be  paid  for,  they  were  willing  to  deal, 
and  exchanged  twenty  gold  plates,  alfo  fome 
hollow  pieces  like  the  joints  of  reeds,  and  fome 
grains  that  had  never  been  melted  •,  but  to  en- 
hance the  value  of  the  laft,  they  faid  they  were 
gathered  a  great  way  off  among  the  mountains. 

The  Admiral's  fhip,  with  one  of  the  others, 
failed  up  the  river  Belem  on  the  ninth,  and  the 
Indians  immediately  came  down  to  deal  for  fuch 
things  as  they  had,  particularly  fifh,  which  at 
fome  feafons  of  the  year,  go  from  the  fea  up 
thefe  rhers  in  prodigious  numbers.  Here  they 
got  gold  in  exchange  for  pins,  beads,  hawks- 
bells,  and  other  trifles,  and  the  next  day  they 
were  joined  by  the  two  other  lhips  which  had 
waited  for  the  flood  to  bring  them  into  the 
river. 

Bartholomew  Columbus  failed  up  the  river  on 
the  fame  day,  to  the  town  of  an  Indian  King, 
named  Quibio  ;  who  hearing  of  his  intention, 
came  to  meet  him  in  a  friendly  manner,  and 
they  converfed  by  means  of  an  interpreter,  and 
made  prefenrs  to  each  other.  The  next  day 
Quibio  vi'ited  the  Admiral  on  board  his  lliip, 
and  having  converfed  with  him  for  an  hour,  and 
his  people  exchanged  fome  gold  for  bells  with 
the  failors,  Columbus  made  him  fome  prefents, 
and  he  departed. 

On  the  twenty-  fourth  of  the  month,  when  they 
had  converfed  in  this  friendly  manner  for  feveral 
days,  the  river  fuddenly  fwelled  fo  high,  and  the 
tiny  of  the  waves  became  fo  impetuous,  that 
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Lhe  Admiral's  fhip  broke  one  of  her  anchors, 
and  drove  v/ith  fuch  force  againft  the  Gallega, 
that  the  foreman:  was  brought  by  the  board,  and 
both  veflels  were  in  danger  of  finking.  A  pro- 
digious fhower  of  rain  which  had  fallen  on  the 
mountains  of  Veragua,  was  fuppofed  to  have 
produced  this  fudden  fwell  of  the  river. 

On  the  fix'th  of  February,  the  weather  being 
calmer,  and  the  mips  repaired,  the  Admiral  lent 
his  brother  with  fixty-eight  men  to  the  mouth  of 
the  River  Veragua,  a  league  diftantfrom  Belem 
weft  ward  :  and  proceeding  a  league  and  a  half  up 
the  river,  to  the  cacique's  town,  they  thereenquir- 
ed  their  way  to  the  mines,  and  the  next  day  tra- 
velled four  leagues  and  a  half,  when  the  winding-, 
©fa  river  obliged  them  to  crofs  it  forty  four  times; 
a  league  and  a  half  beyond  this  river  they  found 
the  place  to  which  they  were  directed,  and  in 
two  hours  time  each  man  gathered  fome  gold 
which  they  found  about  the  roots  of  trees.  This 
famplc  was  much  efteemed,  as  the  men  dug 
without  tools,  and  were  quite  unufed  to  the 
bufinefs  ;  but  it  was  afterwards  discovered  that 
thefe  were  not  the  mines  of  Veragua,  but  thole 
of  Urira,  a  to.'n  whole  inhabitants  being  at 
war  with  Quibio,  he  had  artfully  fent  the  Spa- 
niards to  gather  his  enemies  gold. 

The  Admiral's  brother  with  forty  men,  followed 
by  a  boat  in  which  were  fourteen,  went  into  the 
country  on  the  fourteenth  of  February,  and 
the  next  day  coming  to  the  river  of  Urira,  the 
cacique  came  to  meet  him,  and  prefented  him 
with  food,  and  a  number  of  gold  plates.  It 
was  obferved  that  the  Indian  and  his  men  con- 
ftantly  chewed  a  dry  leaf,  and  fometimes  eat  a 
kind  of  powder  with  jit.  Abundance  of  people 
now  came  to  them  and  conducted  them  to  their 
town,  where  they  fupplied  them  with  provifions 
and  lodging,  Soon  after  came  the  cacique  of 
Dururi  a  neighbouring  town,  and  with  him  agreat 
many  Indians,  who  brought  gold  plates  to  barter, 
and  faid  that  farther  up  the  country  were  a 
number  of  caciques,  who  kept  armed  Men  like 
the  Spaniards,  and  had  great  quantities  of 
gold. 

Having  ordered  all  the  men,  except  thirty, 
to  return  to  the  lhips,  Don  Bartholomew,  the 
next  day,  marched  towards  Zobabra,  finding  all 
the  fields  for  fix  leagues  covered  with  maize  and 
well  cultivated.  From  hence  he  went  to  Cate- 
bra,  and  having  bought  fome  gold  plates,  and 
been  well  entertained  at  both  places,  but  finding 
no  harbour  or  river  more  proper  for  erctdno-  a 
colony  than  that  of  Belem,  he  returned  on  the 
twenty  fourth  of  February.  As  foon  as  he  came 
back,  they  began  to  build  houfes  of  timber 
which  they  covered  with  palm  trees  ;  a  large 
building  was  erected  as  a  flore-houfe,  in  which 
were  placed  cannon,  powder  and  other  things  ; 
but  the  chief  part  of  their  provifions,  as  grain4 
cheefe,  oil,  vinegar  and  wine,  with  all  forts  of 
fifhing  tackle  for  tire  ufe  of  the  colony,  was  put 
on  board  the  Gallega,  which  was  to  be  left  with 
the  lieutenant. 

The  Admiral  now  propofed  to  return  to 
Spain,  but  a  dreadful  furf  beating  on  the  fhore, 
rendered  it  dangerous  to  attempt  getting  out  of 
the  river:  befides  which,  the  rains  which  ufed 
to  fwell  the  river  were  paft,  and  they  had  inform 
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mation  that  Quibo  intended  to  fet  fire  to  the 
new  lettlement  ;  upon  which  Columbus  and  his 
brother  agreed  to  feize  the  cacique  and  fome  of 
his  principal  people,  and  carry  tl.em  to  Spain, 
as  a  fecurity  for  the  good  behaviour  of  the  reft. 

On  the  thirtieth  ofiMarch,  Bartholomew  Co- 
lumbus, attended  by  feventy  Men,  fet  out  for 
Veraeua,  at  a  little  diftance  from  which  a  mef- 
fenger  from  Quibiodefired  him  not  to  approach  his 
houfe,  but  the  lieutenant  determined  to  advance 
with  five  men,  directing  the  reft  to  follow  by  two 
and  two,  and  to  befet  the  houfes  when  they  heard 
a  mufket  fired,  and  let  no  one  efcape. 

On  his  advancing  nearer,  another  meffen- 
ger  defired  him  not  to  go  into  the  houfe,  for 
that  Quibio  himfelf,  though  wounded  by  an 
arrow  would  come  out  ;  which  he  did  accord- 
ingly, and  Bartholomew  Columbus  feizing  him, 
the  mufket  was  fired,  and  the  houfe  immedi- 
ately furrounded  by  the  Spaniards,  who  made 
about  thirty  perfons  prisoners,  including  the 
wives,  children,  and  principal  perfons  belong- 
ing to  the  cacique,  who  offered  to  redeem  them- 
felves with  a  large  quantity  of  gold  ;  but  the 
lieutenant  ordered  them  to  be  bound  and  taken 
on  board,  before  the  country  was  alarmed  ;  pro- 
pofing  to  remain  with  moft  of  his  men  to  take 
others  of  Quibio's  fubjeets  and  relations  :  the 
prifoners  were  therefore  delivered  to  a  pilot,  who 
immediately  embarked  with  them  in  a  boat, 
when  Quibio  complaining  that  his  hands  were 
bound  too  hard,  the  pilot  loofed  them,  when 
waiting  an  opportunity,  he  plunged  into  the 
river,  and  as  it  grew  dark  they  could  not  fee 
how  he  got  on  fhore. 

Bartholomew  Columbus,  being  unable  to  take 
any  more  Indians,  for  they  had  fled  the  country, 
returned  to  the  fhips  the  next  day,  and  delivered 
Quibio's  effects  to  the  Admiral,  which  were 
worth  about  three  hundred  ducats  in  gold  plates, 
four  fifths  of  which  was  divided  among  the  men 
who  had  been  with  the  lieutenant,  and  the  re- 
mainder kept  for  the  ufe  of  their  Catholic  Ma- 
jellies.  The  rains  falling,  and  the  floods  com- 
ing down,  opened  the  mouth  of  the  river,  where- 
upon the  Admiral  leaving  one  fhip  for  his  bro- 
ther's v.ie,  failed  out  of  the  harbour  with  three, 
but  anchored  at  a  league's  diftance  to  wait  for 
fair  weather,  employing  the  boat  to  go  back 
for  water  in  the  mean  time. 

The  cacique  Quibio  being  much  concerned 
for  the  lofs  of  his  wives  and  children,  and  ob- 
ferving  the  fhips  were  gone,  concealed  himfelf 
with  his  Indians,  in  the  woods  near  the  Spanifh 
colony,  from  whence  they  rufhed  on  the  Spa- 
niards, with  horrid  fhouts,  and  wounded  four 
or  five  of  them  in  a  dangerous  manner  before 
they  were  prepared  to  defend  themfelves  ;  but 
Don  Bartholomew,  fallying  out  with  feven  or 
fight  of  his  men  drove  them  back  into  the 
wood.  The  Indians  rallied  feveral  times,  and 
though  they  would  not  come  to  clofe  quarters 
after  they  had  been  bit  by  a  dog,  which  belong- 
ed to  the  Spaniards,  and  felt  the  edge  of  their 
iwords,  yet  they  continued  to  throv/  javelins  at 
a  diftance,  and  at  length  compelled  the  Spa- 
niards to  fly,  after  they  had  killed  one,  and 
wounded  the  lieutenant,  and  feven  others. 

The  Admiral  having  fent  a   boat  with   ten 


perfons  to  take  in  water,  they  arrived  at  the 
ipot  at  the  beginning  of  the  engagement,  but 
inftead  of  landing  to  affift  the  lieutenant,  they 
looked  on  with  the  greateft  unconcern,  and 
when  the  fkirmifh  was  over,  proceeded  a  full 
league  up  the  river,  where  the  Indians  attacked 
them  in  their  canoes,  and  befetting  the  boat  on 
all  fides,  let  fly  a  fhower  of  javelins,  which  killed 
every  perfon  but  one,  who  falling  into  the  wa- 
ter, dived  to  a  diftance,  unperceived  by  the 
Indians,  and  carried  the  news  of  the  misfortune 
to  the  people  of  the  colony,  who  were  fo  alarm- 
ed that  they  determined  to  abandon  the  fettle- 
ment  •,  but  the  fea  beat  with  fuch  violence  at 
the  mouth  of  the  harbour,  that  their  boat  could 
not  reach  the  admiral,  and  there  was  not  water 
fufficient  to  float  their  fhip. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Admiral  rode  in  a  dan- 
gerous open  road,  having  loft  his  long  boar, 
and  being  ignorant  of  the  fate  of  his  men,  till 
he  had  the  misfortune  to  lee  their  bodies  floating 
down  the  river,  covered  with  wounds,  and 
preyed  upon  by  crows ;  from  whence  the  peo- 
ple on  board  concluded  that  the  whole  colony 
had  perifhed.  To  add  to  thefe  misfortunes,  the 
Indians  that  were  confined  on  board,  burft  open 
the  hatches  in  the  night,  when  many  of  them, 
leaping  into  the  fea,  fwam  on  fhore,  and  thofe 
that  were  prevented  from  efcaping,  hanged 
themfelves  in  the  hold. 

At  this  time  fome  perfons  on  board  the  An- 
miral  offered  to  fwim  on  fhore  to  learn  the  fate 
of  their  companions,  provided  the  only  boat 
they  had  now  left  might  carry  them  beyond  the 
place  where  the  waves  broke.  This  offer  be- 
ing accepted  by  the  Admiral,  when  the  boat 
arrived  at  the  proper  place,  one  of  them  leapt 
into  the  fea,  and  making  his  way  to  the  fhore, 
learnt  the  particulars  ofwhat  had  happened,  and 
that  the  people  of  the  colony,  defpifing  Don 
Bartholomew's  authority,  were  determined  to 
leave  the  place,  and  if  the  Admiral  refufed  to 
take  them  on  board,  would  rather  truft  them- 
felves to  the  fea  in  their  own  rotten  vefTcl  than 
abide  the  fury  of  the  lavages. 

Columbus  having  agreed  to  take  them  on 
board  ;  as  foon  as  the  weather  became  more 
calm,  they  fattened  two  large  canoes  together, 
and  taking  their  own  boat  and  all  their  effects 
with  them,  left  nothing  behind  but  the  rotten 
hulk  of  the  fhip,  and  happily  arrived  fafe  on 
board,  when  the  admiral  immediately  fleered 
eaftward  for  Porto- bello,  where  they  left  one  of 
the  fhips,  which  was  fo  leaky  as  to  be  unfit  for 
fervice. 

They  held  on  their  courle  till  the  tenth  of 
May,  when  they  found  two  fmall  Iflands  which 
they  called  Tortugas,  from  the  number  of  turtles 
with  which  they  abounded.  Thirty  leagues  north- 
ward of  the  Tortugis  they  reached  the  iflands 
called  the  Queen's  Garden,  when  their  provisi- 
ons were  nearly  exhaufted,  the  men  obliged 
to  labour  day  and  night  to  pump  the  fhips  dry. 
In  this  reduced  condition  they  were  overtaken 
by  a  violent  ftwrm,  in  which  one  of  the  fhips 
runing  foul  of  the  Admiral,  tore  off  part  of  his 
poop,  the  cables  gave  way,  and  both  veflels  had 
like  to  have  been  foundered.  When  the  ftorm 
was  abated  they  failed  to  Macaca  a  port  in  the 
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Ifland  of  Cuba,  where,  having  been  fupplied 
with  provifions  by  the  Indians,  they  flood  for 
Jamaica,  where  they  arrived  on  Midfummer 
Eve,  having  been  obliged  to  pump  all  the  way, 
and  being,  with  much  difficulty,  able  to  keep  out 
the  water,  which  role  almott  up  to  the  deck. 

They  entered  the  harbour  of  Puerto  Bueno, 
but  finding  neither  inhabitants  nor  frefh  water 
there,  they  failed  the  next  day  to  another  called 
Santa  Gloria,  and  being  no  longer  able  to  keep 
the  fliips  above  water,  they  ran  them  aground, 
clofe  together,  2s  near  the  fhore  as  poffible  >, 
propped  them,  to  keepthemupright,  and  erected 
cabins  at  the  head  and  item  to  ihelter  the  men. 
"When  the  fliips  were  thus  fecured,  the  Indians 
came  on  board,  exchanging  two  cakes  of  their 
bread  for  two  little  green  or  yellow  beads,  two 
fmall  rabbits  for  a  bit  of  tin,  and  things  of 
greater  value  for  a  hawk's  bell.  The  Admiral, 
to  prevent  difputes,  appointed  two  perfons  to 
deal  with  the  Indians,  and  to  divide  what  was 
purchafed,  among  the  failors,  every  afternoon. 

Columbus  having  confulted  with  his  officers 
about  the  bell  method  of  leaving  Jamaica,  they 
agreed  to  fend  advice  to  Nicholas  de  Obando, 
governor  of  Hifpaniola,  and  to  Alonzo  Sanchez 
de  Carvajal,  who  was  the  Admiral's  factor  at 
that  place,  of  their  fituation  ;  defiring  a  vefiel 
might  he  fent  to  fetch  them  away,  at  the  Ad- 
miral's expence. 

This  being  a  matter  of  difficulty  and  danger, 
as  it  was  to  be  performed  in  canoes,  the  diftance 
being  full  thirty  leagues,  James  Mendez  de 
Segura,  chief  fecretary  to  the  Admiral,  and 
Bartholomew  Fiefco,  a  Genoefe,  were  each  of 
them  appointed  to  the  command  of  a  canoe, 
with  fix  Spaniards  and  ten  Indians  to  row ; 
Frefco  being  ordered  to  return  immediately  with 
the  news  of  their  arrival.  Between  thefe  two 
iflands,  there  is  no  land,  except  a  fmall  ifland 
or  rock,  called  Navafa,  eight  leagues  from  the 
coaft  of  Hifpaniola. 

The  Admiral's  brother  failing  with  them  to 
the  moft  eafterly  point  of  Jamaica,  they  waited 
for  a  calm,  and  being  fupplied  with  provifions, 
they  proceeded  on  their  Voyage. 

Having  recommended  themfelves  to  the  care 
of  heaven,  they  let  fail  at  night,  the  Indians 
who  rowed  frequently  leaping  into  the  water  to 
cool  themfelves,  and  then  returning  to  their 
work. 

On  the  fecond  day  they  were  extremely  fa- 
tigued, and  by  noon,  the  Indians  having  drank 
up  all  their  water,  had  no  ftrength  left :  but  the 
commanders  giving  them  fomething  to  drink  out 
of  their  rundlets,  fupported  them  till  the  cool  of 
the  evening,  when  they  began  to  fear  they  had 
miffed  the  ifland  of  Navafa,  where  they  hoped 
to  have  refrefhed  themfelves. 

In  the  afternoon,  anlndian  dying  of  thirft,they 
threw  him  overboard,  while  others  lay  fbretched' 
out,  quite  difabled,  and  all  of  them  held  fait 
water  in  their  mouths,  which  they  in  vain  hoped 
would  relieve  them.  After  the  moon  arofe  on 
the  fecond  night,  they  happily  difcovered  the 
ifland,  when  they  encouraged  the  Indians,  by 
fhewing  them  the  land,  and  giving  them  fmall 
fips  or  water  ;  whereupon,  taking  to  their  oars, 
they  arrived  at  the  ifland  by  break  of  day. 


They  found  this  ifland  was  all  a  folid  rock, 
having  no  tree  or  fpring  of  water  on  it,  but 
fearching  about,  they  at  length  found  water  in 
the  hollows,  of  which  the  Indians,  burnt  up 
with  thirfr,  drank,  with  fuch  eagernefs,  that 
fome  of  them  fell  fick,  and  others  died  on  the 
fpot.  They  remained  here  till  the  afternoon, 
gathering  fhell  fifli  on  the  fhore,  which  they  broil- 
ed and  eat,  one  of  them  having  brought  imple- 
ments to  make  a  fire. 

They  went  on  board  in  the  evening,  being  in 
fight  of  Hifpaniola,  which  they  reached  the  next 
morning;  where,  having  refrefhed  themfelves 
two  days,  Fiefco  propofed  to  return  to  the  Ad^ 
miral,  agreeable  to  his  promife  •,  but  neither 
the  Indians  nor  Spaniards  would  accompany 
him,  Mendez  immediately  proceeded  to  Xa- 
ragua,  where  he  found  the  governor  of  Hif- 
paniola; who,  after  much  intreaty,  permitted 
him  to  return  to  St.  Domingo,  to  purchafe  a 
fhip. 

But  let  us  look  back  to  Jamaica,  where  one 
would  apprehend  all  would  have  remained  quiet, 
as  the  fending  for  a  fhip  from  Hifpaniola,  had 
been  done  by  general  con  fen  t ;  but  the  men, 
having  fuffered  much  in  the  voyage,  began  to 
grow  fickly,  and  privately  murmured  and  ca- 
balled againft  the  Admiral,  to  whom  they  at* 
tributed  all  their  misfortunes. 

Two  brothers,  of  the  name  of  Porras,  one 
of  whom  was  a  captain*  were  the  principal  pro* 
rrtoters  of  thefe  complaints  ;  and  having  sot 
forty  of  the  moft  difcontented  to  join  them,  re- 
folved  to  declare  their  intentions  :  accordingly, 
on  the  fecond  of  January  1504,  captain  Francis 
de  Porras,  going  on  the  quarter  deck  to  the  Ad- 
miral, faid,  "  We  are  of  opinion,  my  lord, 
that  you  will  not  return  into  Spain,  but  keep  us 
here  to  perilh." 

This  fpeech  immediately  informed  the  Ad- 
miral, that  a  mutiny  was  formed  ;  but  he  ?.n- 
fwered  with  great  coolnefs,  That  he  knew  not 
how  they  could  return,  till  a  vefiel  arrived  from 
Hifpaniola,  for  which  he  had  fent  by  their  una- 
nimous advice ;  but  if  they  could  project  any 
better  method,  he  fhould  be  glad  to  hear  of  it, 
Francis  de  Porras  replied,  That  there  was  no 
need  of  much  advifing,  and  that  the  Admiral 
might  go  or  remain  as  he  pleafed  :  and  turning 
about,  faid,  "  I  will  go  to  Spain  with  all  thofe 
that  will  follow  me."  Whereupon  the  confpi- 
rators  cried  out,  "  One  and  all ;  one  and  all  •," 
and  having  caufed  much  confufion  on  board, 
they  feized  ten  canoes,  which  the  Admiral  had 
purchafed,  and  many  of  thofe  who  were  fick 
joining  them,  they  failed  to  the  eaftern  ^oint  of 
Jamaica,  where  Mendes  and  Fiefco  had  embark- 
ed for  Hifpaniola. 

Being  come  to  the  point  of  the  ifland,  they 
attempted  to  pafs  to  Hifpaniola,  compelling 
fome  of  the  natives  to  row  the  canoes  -,  but  the 
fea  growing  rough,  they  threw  all  they  had  over- 
board, except  water,  arms  and  provifions  ;  and 
laftly  the  poor  Indians,  who  fwimmingtiU  tht-y 
were  weary,  laid  hold  of  the  canoes  ;  where- 
upon thefe  barbarians  cut  off  their  hands,  and 
they  all  perifhed,  except  a  few,  whom  they 
kept  to  row  them  back  to  Jamaica. 

When  they   rp.me  on  fhore,   fome  were  for  re- 
turning 
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'turning,  and  making  their  peace  with  the  Ad- 
miral, or  depriving  him  by  force  of  all  he  pol- 
feffed  ;  while  others  were  for  making  another 
attempt  to  pafs  over  to  Hifpaniola,  which  par- 
ty prevailing,  they  waited  fix  weeks  for  calm 
weather,  during  which  time  they  twice  ventured 
to  fea,  hut  v/ere  forced  back ;  whereupon, 
quitting  their  canoes,  they  rambled  from  town 
to  town,  fometimes  Healing  provifions,  and 
ibmetimes  purchafing  them  of  the  inhabitants. 

During  this  interval,  the  Admiral  took  par- 
ticular care  of  the  fick,  all  of  whom  recover- 
ed ;  but  his  conftant  demand  for  provifions, 
produced  a  fcarcity  among  the  Indians,  who 
lowed  but  little  more  than  enough  to  fuppiy 
their  ov/n  wants,  and  therefore  grew  remifs  in 
their  attendance  ;  whereupon  many  of  his  men 
deferted  him,  and  the  Indians  began  to  look 
upon  him  as  a  perfon  of  much  Iels  confequence 
than  they  had  formerly  done. 

Trie  Admiral  being  reduced  to  great  ftreights, 
had  recourfe  to  a  very  extraordinary  expedient 
to  recover  his  affairs  ■,  knowing  that  there  would 
be  an  eclipfe  of  the  moon,  within  three  days,  he 
lent  an  Indian,  who  fpoke  Spanifh,  to  affembie 
the  cacique  and  principle  people,  on  an  affair  of 
the  utmoft  importance  to  their  welfare  :  being 
met  on  the  day  preceeding  the  eclipfe,  the  Indian 
told  them  that  the  chriltians  believed  in  God 
who  made  heaven  and  earth,  who  rewards  the 
good,  and  punifhes  the  wicked,  and  who  being 
angry  at  the  mutineers,  would  not  permit  them 
to  pals  over  to  Hifpaniola-,  that  God  was  an- 
gry with  them  for  not  fuppiy  ing  his  diftrefTed 
iervants  with  provifions,  and  would  therefore 
chaftife  them  with  famine  and  other  calamities, 
and,  as  a  proof  that  what  he  told  them,  was 
true,  they  ihould,  that  very  night,  obferve  the 
moon  riling  with  a  bloody  afpeel,  as  a  warn- 
ing of  the  punifhment  God  would  inflict  upon 
them. 

When  the  Indian  had  ended  his  fpeech,  fome 
of  them  were  terrified,  while  others  fcoffed  at 
the  prediction  ;  but  the  eclipfe  beginning  as  foon 
as  the  moon  was  up,  and  the  darkneis  continu- 
ing to  increafe,  it  put  them  in  fuch  a  confter- 
nation,  that  they  haftened  to  the  mips  loaded 
with  piovifions,  entreating  the  Admiral  that  he 
would  pray  to  God  to  be  no  longer  angry  with 
them,  and  they  would  bring  as  much  provifi- 
ons as  he  Ihould  have  occafion  for. 

In  anfwer  hereto,  Columbus  faid  he  would 
offer  up  his  prayers  for  them  ;  and  retiring  to 
his  cabin,  he  (hut  himfelf  up  till  the  eclipfe  was 
at  the  heighth,  when  he  came  out  and  told  them 
that  he  had  prayed  for  them,  promifing  they 
would  be  good  and  fuppiy  the  Chritlians  with 
what  thev  mould  have  occafion  for;  whereupon 
God  had  forgiven  them,  and  they  Ihould  fee  the 
moon,  bv  degrees,  recover  her  ulual  appear- 
ance. The  Indians  perceiving  the  eclipfe  was 
at  "an  end,  returned  thanks  to  the  Admiral, 
prailed  the  God  of  the  Chriflians,  and  were 
thenceforward  careful  to  fuppiy  the  ihips  with 
provifions  ;  and  thofe  among  them  who  had 
ffen  ecliples  before,  imagined  they  had  been 
tokens  of  the  anger  of  the  Deity. 

MondeznndFiefco  having  nowbeengoneeight 
months,  and  no  news  being  received  from  them, 
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the  Admiral  began  to- fear  that  they  had  eithe!* 
been  loft  at  fea  or  killed  by  the  Indians  of  Hif- 
paniola on  their  journey  to  St.  Domingo.  At 
length  one  Bernard  headed  a  fecond  fet  of  muti- 
neers, who  propofed  to  leave  the  Admiral,  bur 
the  arrival  of  a  veffel  from  Hifpaniola,  prevent-' 
ed  their  carrying  their  intentions  into  execution. 
The  captain  -of  this  vefiel,  James  de  Efcbb'ar. 
having  come  to  an  anchor,  delivered  the  Ad- 
miral a  letter  of  compliment,  with  two  nifches 
of  bacon,  and  a  calk  of  wine  from  the  governor 
of  Hifpaniola,  and  weighing  anchor,  failed  back 
again  the  fame  night.  The  fudden  departure 
of  Efcobar  was  a  difagreeable  circumftance  to 
the  Admiral,  but  he  from  thence  took  an  op- 
portunity of  quelling  the  fecond  mutiny,  by 
informing  the  men,  that  as  the  litde  caravel 
was  not  fufficient  to  carry  them  all,  and  as  he 
was  refolved  not  to  leave  them  behind,  Fkobar 
had  failed  fo  fuddenly,  that  no  time  might  be 
loft  in  affording  them  relief.  This  afiurancc, 
with  the  fight  of  the  vefiel,  and  the  knowledge 
that  Mendez  and  Fiefco  were  arrived  in  Hifpa- 
niola, gave  the  failors  a  pleafing  hope  that  the/ 
Ihould  yet  be  able  to  leave  the  ifiand. 

Columbus,  willing,  if  poflible,  to  reduce  the 
mutineers  by  fair  means,  lent  two  perfon s  to  ac- 
quaint them  with  the  intelligence  he  had  receiv- 
ed ;  but  Francis  de  Porras  fearing  the  confe- 
quences  of  his  people  fubmitting  themfelves, 
met  the  meffengers  at  a  difiance,  and  faid  that 
they  would  not  truft  the  admiral,  but  would  be- 
have peaceably  if  he  would  promife  to  find  a 
fhip  to  carry  them  off,  and  fhare  what  he  had 
with  them,  as  they  had  loft  all  their  own  effects. 
The  mefiengers  refufed  to  make  any  fuch  pro- 
pofal  to  the  Admiral  ;  whereupon  Porras  re- 
plied, that  if  they  would  not  confent  to  his 
propofal,  he  and  his  people  would  come  and 
take  all  they  had  by  force.  As  to  the  Ihip 
from  Hifpaniola,  they  all  faid  it  was  only  a  de- 
lufion,  which  the  Admiral  had  railed  by  the  art 


or  magic. 


Porras  having  confirmed  his  people  in  their 
rebellion,  they  determined  to  do  as  he  had 
threatened,  and  accordingly  marched  to  an 
Indian  town  within  a  quarter  of  a  league  of  the 
fhips.  Columbus,  being  apprized  of  their  in- 
tention, fent  his  brother  with  fifty  men,  toper- 
fuade  Porras  to  return  to  his  duty,  and  ordered 
them  not  to  proceed  to  extremities,  unlefs  they 
were  firft  attacked. 

The  lieutenant  coming  within  fight  of  them,- 
fent  two  mefiengers   to  offer  peace  ;   but   they 
would  not  hear  them,  and  advancing  in  fighting 
order,   tried  out,  "  Kill  him,  kill  him  ■"  fix  of  ' 
them  having  taken  an  oath  to  deftroy  the  lieute- 
nant, who  encouraged  his  men  to  follow  his  ex- 
ample, and  fear  nothing  fo  much  as  being  van- 
quished b)  rebels.     Five  of  the  fix  piu'tuieers 
were  killed  at  the  firft  onfet,  when  Francis  de 
Porras  fingled   out  the  lieutenant,  and  at  one 
blow,  cut  through  his  target  down  to  his  hand, 
which  he  wounded  •,  but  not  being  able  to  reco- 
ver his  f/.Oid,  he  received  feveral  wounds  and 
was  then  made  prifoner.     The  lieutenant  then 
fell  in  among  the  enemy,  many  of  whom  being 
wounded,  the  reft  fled  with  great  precipitation, 
and  the  conquerors  returning  with  feveral  prifqn- 
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crs,    were  joyfully   received   by  the    Admiral. 

The  day  after  the  battle,  thole  that  efcaped 
fent  a  petition  to  the  Admiral,  confeffing  their 
fault,  begging  pardon,  and  promifing  to  ferve 
him  faithfully  for  the  future  •,  their  fubmifiion 
was  accepted,  and  a  pardon  was  .grafted, 
but  the  Admiral  to  prevent  future  animo- 
fities,  kept  de  Porras  a  clofe  prilbner,  and 
lent  a  peribn  to  conduct  them  about  the 
ifland,  till  a  vefiel  ihould  arrive.  After  they 
had  been  a  full  year  at  Jamaica,  a  fhip  arrived, 
freighted  by  James  Mendez,  and  with  it  a' 
caravel  commanded  by  James  de  Salcedo  the 
Admiral's  iervant,  and  the  whole  company,  in- 
cluding the  rebels,  embarked  on  the  twenty 
eighth  of  June  1504,  and  arrived  at  St.  Domingo 
on  the  thirteenth  of  Auguft. 

When  they  came  to  St.  Domingo,  the  gover- 
nor, and  all  the  city  went  out  to  meet  the  Ad- 
miral, who  was  treated  with  the  utmoit  refpect, 
and  lodged  in  the  governor's  houfe;  but  this 
was  meer  affectation,  for  he  fet  de  Porras  at 
liberty,  and  threatened  to  punifh  thofe,  who  in 
the  time  of  greatefl  danger,  had  adhered  to  the 
Admiral. 

Columbus  had  too  much  penetration  not  to 
difcern  how  deceitfully  he  was  treated  ;  he  knew 
that  Obando  hated  him,  and  at  the  fame  time 
feared  his  great  credit  and  reputation ;  and 
therefore  he  prepared  for  his  departure  as  fall: 
as  poflible,  and  on  the  twelfth  of  September 
embarked  on  board  a  fhip  provided  by  his 
agents,  taking  alfo  with  him  the  vefiel  in  which 
they  came  from  Jamaica,  but  juft  as  they  were 
out  of  port  the  main  maft  of  the  lefTer  vefiel 
came  by  the  board,  whereupon  he  fent  her  back 
to  St.  Domingo,  and  continued  his  voyage  in 
the  other. 

Before  they  had  been  long  at  fea  they  encoun- 
tered a  violent  ftorm,  in  which  they  loll  their 
main  mall,  which  being  fupplied  by  a  jury  mail, 
they  continued  their  voyage,  and  foon  after  loft 
their  mizen  maft  in  a  fecond  ftorm,  notwith- 
ftanding  which  they  fafely  arrived  at  the  port  of 
St.  Lucar,  having  failed  feven  hundred  leagues 
after  they  loll  their  main  maft. 

All  the  Admiral's  misfortunes  at  fea  did  not 
affect  him  fo  much,  as  the  news  of  his  friend  and 
patronefs  Queen  Ifabella's  death  ;  of  which  he 
was  informed  at  his  firft  landing,  He  now 
knew  he  had  but  little  to  depend  on  ;  for  tho' 
the  king  had  treated  him  with  apparent  refpect, 
yet  he  never  had  entertained  any  real  kindnefs 
for  him,  and  was  even  backward  in  doing  him 
common  juftice.  Ferdinand,  thinking  that  the 
advantages  which  Columbus  had  ftipulated  for 
himfelf,  were  too  large,  offered  him,  in  lieu  of 
what  was  due  to  him  from  the  Weft  Indies,  a 
confiderable  eftate  in  Spain. 


Columbus  hid  been  for  fome  time  paft  very  ill, 
and  chiefly  imployed  in  fettling  the  affairs  of  his 
family  ;  but  the  behaviour  of  his  Majefty  gave 
him  great  uneafinefs,  and  he  complained  of  it 
to  the  archbilhop  of  Seville-,  but  the  King's 
taking  a  journey  from  Valladolid  to  Loredo, 
prevented  his  immediate  application  for  redrefs, 
and,  in  the  mean  time,  his  iilnels  increafing,  he 
died  on  the  twentieth  of  May  1509,  aged  fixty- 
four. 

His  body  was  conveyed  to  the  monafferyof  the 
Carthufians,  and  from  thence,  according  to 
fome  authors,  to  the  city  of  St.  Domingo  in 
Hilpaniola. 

A  monument  is  erected  to  his  memory  in  the 
cathedral  of  Seville,  with  this  infenption  : 

A  Castilia,  ya  Leon, 
Nuevo  Mundo  dio  Colon. 

In  Englifh  thus. 

To  Castile  and  Leon, 
Columbus  gave  a  new  World. 

Such  was  the  end  of  this  great  man,  to  whom 
the  Spaniards  are  indebted  for  all  their  Ame- 
rican pofiefflons,  and  who  from  the  boldnefs  of 
his  undertakings*  and  the  greatnefs  of  his  at- 
chievements,  may,  in  a  great  degree,  be  confider- 
as  the  Father  of  Navigation. 

Columbus  was  in  ftature  tall,  his  face  long, 
his  afpecr.  majeftic,  his  nofe  aquiline,  his  eyes 
grey,  his  complexion  ruddy  and  clear :  his 
beard  and  hair  was  fair  in  his  youth,  but  the 
many  hardihips  he  fuffered,  foon  turned  them 
grey.  He  was  a  man  of  wit  and  pleafantry,  yet 
modeftly  grave,  and  eloquent  in  difcourfe.  He 
was  affable  to  ftrangers,  and  kind  to  his  own 
family.  Pie  had  an  air  of  authority  and  gran- 
deur, that  commanded  refpect.  ;  he  was  tempe- 
rate in  eating  and  drinking,  and  modeft  in  his  - 
drefs.  He  was  ftricl  in  religion,  according  to 
the  mode  of  his  country,  and  obliged  thofe  un- 
der him  to  pay,  at  leall,  a  decent  regard  to  it. 
He  much  defired  the  converfion  of  the  Indians, 
and  did  what  he  could  to  allure  them,  by  obli- 
ging the  Spaniards  to  lead  a  life,  in  fome  mea- 
fure  agreeable  to  the  faith  they  profeifed.  He 
was  a  man  of  undaunted  courage,  and  fond  of 
great  enterprizes  ;  he  remained  unmoved  amidll 
the  many  troubles  and  adverfities  that  at- 
tended him,  ever  relying  on  the  Divine  Provi- 
dence. 

This  is  the  account  given  of  the  famous  Co- 
lumbus, by  a  Spanifh  writer  of  knowledge  and 
fidelity,  who  adds,    that 

"  His  name  will  be  renowed  as  long  as  the 
world  endures." 
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Account  of  Magellan  *,  he  arrives  on  the  coaft  of  Brazil ;  account  of  the  Bat agonians  ;  the 
flnps  proceed  on  their  voyage  ;  death  of 'Magellan  ;  defer iptions  of  the  if  es  of  Borneo,   Tir- 
ridore,  and  many  other  places,  and  their  inhabitants  ;   they  fail  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
and  from  thence  to  Europe. 


FERDINAND  MAGLIANES,  common- 
ly called  Magellan,  was  of  a  good  family 
in  Portugal,  and,,  having  from  his  youth, 
paid  great  attention  to  maritime  affairs,  he  ac- 
quired great  fkill,  both  in  the  theory  and  prac- 
tice of  Navigation. 

He  feemed  formed  by  nature  for  great  ex- 
ploits, for  with  the  moll  invincible  courage,  he 
pollened  a  calmnefs  of  temper,  and  a  fvveetnefs 
of  difpofition,  which  commanded  the  love  and 
efteem  of  all  who  knew  him. 

Magellan  had  ferved  under  the  famous  Al- 
buquerque m  the  Well;  Indies,  and  thought  he 
merited  fome  recompence  for  his  fervices  •,  but 
the  people  in  power  were  of  a  different  opinion, 
and  treated  him,  not  with  coldnefs  only,  but 
with  contempt.  He  therefore  affociated  him- 
fclf  with  one  Ruy  Falcro,  an  aftronomer,  with 
whom  he  retired  to  the  court  of  Spain,,  and 
made  propofals  for  new  difcoveries,  to  cardinal 
Ximenes. 

The  Portuguefe  embaffador  did  all  in  his 
power  to  render  their  defigns  ineffectual ;  he 
follicited  the  court  to  give  them  up  as  fugitives, 
and  got  perfons  to  reprefent  Magellan  as  a  tal- 
kative man,  who  wanted  both  capacity  and 
courage  to  carry  any  plan  of  confequence  into 
execution  ;  but  at  the  fame  time  he  privately 
applied  to  Magellan,  offering  him  pardon  and 
rewards,  if  he  would  return,  and  ferve  his  own 
Prince.  AH  this,  however,  availed  littfe,  the 
Spaniih  miniftry,  who  were  become  tolerable 
judges  of  naval  affairs,  hftened  to  the  Adven- 
turers, got  them  created  Knights  of  the  Order 
of  St.  James,:  and  granted  them  advantageous 
terms. 

Magellan  and  his  compan  ion  were  of  opinion, 
that  what  had  been  afferted  by  Columbus,  of 
the  poflibility  of  finding  the  Eaft  Indies,  by 
failing  Weft,  was  undoubtedly  true  ;  and  that 
a  paffage  might  be  found  to  the  South  Seas 
through  the  Rio  de  la  plata,  or  fome  other  o- 
pening  upon  that  coaft  •,  and,  if  this  could  be 
done,  the  profits  of  both  Indies  would  accrue 
to  Spain,  as  the  difcovery  being  made  from  the 
weft,,  it  would  fall  within  the  exprefs  terms  of 


the  Pope's  grant;  The  crown  agreed  that  the 
undertakers  fhould  have  a  twentieth  part  of  the 
clear  profits,  with  the  government  of  fuch: 
places  as  they  fhould  difcovcr,  to  them  and 
their  heirs  for  ever,  with  the  title  of  Lieute- 
nant. 

They  were  furnifhtd  with  five  fhips,  the' 
Trinidada,  under  she  commend  of  Magellan, 
having  on  board  Stephen  Gomez,  a  Portuguefe 
pilot ;  the  Sanna  Vittona,  under  Lewis  de  Men- 
doza-,  the  Saint  Antonio,  commanded  l"y  Juan 
de  Carthagena  ;  the  Saint  Jago,  of  which  Juan 
Serrano  was  captain,  and  the  Conception,  un- 
der Gaiparde  Quixida.  Some  writers  fay  they 
had  two  hundred  and  thirty  feven  men,  but 
moft  agree  that  the  mumber  was  two  hundred 
and  fifty,  among  whom  were  thirty  Portuguefe, 
on  whom  the  Admiral-  placed  his  chief  depen- 
dence. 

From  the  acknowledged  skill  and  experience 
'  of  the  commanders,  great  hopes  were  conceived 
of  this  voyage,  but-  their  deftination  was  a  fecret 
which  remained  with  the  Admiral,  who  only 
told  his  people,  iii  general  terms,  that  he  was 
I  going  in  fearch  of  new  countries  ;  which,  as 
they  confidertd  it  in  the  light  of  going  to  load 
themfelves  with  gold,  induced  them  to  embark 
with  the  utmoftchearfulnefs. 

On  the  tenth  of  Auguft  1519-,  they  failed 
!  from  Seville,  and  beating  along  the  coaft  of 
Guinea  met  with  fuch  eonftant  calms,  that  it 
was  feventy  days  before  they  paffed  the  line, 
whicli  having  done,  they  held  on  their  courfe, 
and  came  to  that  part  of  Brazil,  which  lies  in 
twenty  two  degrees  fouth  latitude. 

Here  they  found  fruit,  fup-ar  canes  and  van. - 
ous  forts  of  animals  in  great  plenty  •,  and  in 
two  degrees  and  a  half  more  of  foath  latitude, 
they  came  to  a  country  inhabited  by  wild  peo- 
ple of  a  prodigious  ftature,  and  ofgreit  fierce- 
nefs,  who  made  a  roaring  not  unlike  the  noife 
of  bulls.  Here  they  found  a  large  river,  v,  hich 
had  feven  iflands  at  the  mouth  of  it,  in  the' 
largeft  of  which  they  found  a  quantity  of  jewels, 
and  gave  it  the  name  of  St.  Mary. 

Coafting   onwards  towards    the   fouth  pole, 

they 
I 


F  E  R  D  I  N  A  N  D     M  A  G  E  L  L  A  N. 


25 


they  found  two  iflands,  fo  full  cf  feals  and  pen- 
guins, that  in  an  hour  they  could  have  catched 
enough  to  load  all  their  ihips.  The  penguin, 
are  a  large  black  fowl}  with  a  b:ii  like  ravens, 
extremely  fat,  covered  with  down  inltead  of 
feathers,  and  live  entirely  upon  fifh. 

Having  advanced  as  far  as  forty-nine  de- 
grees and  a  half  of  fouth  latitude,  the  feverity 
i>t~  the  weather  obliged  them  to  winter  at  a  port 
they  called  St.  Julian,  in  a  country,  winch  for  a 
confiderable  time,  they  fuppofed  to  be  uninha- 
bited, but  at  length  they  law  a  lavage  come 
finging  and  dancing  towards  them  ;  and  being 
arrived  upon  the  coaft,  he  threw  dull  upon  his 
head,  whereupon  lbme  of  the  failors  going  on 
fhore,  and  performing  the  fame  ceremony,  he 
went  on  board  with  them  without  lcruple.  His 
height  was  fuch,  that  the  head  of  a  middle 
fized  man  reached  but  to  his  waifb,  and  he  was 
proportionably  large.  His  hair  was  white,  his 
body  painted  yellow,  and  he  had  a  ftag;s  horn 
drawn  on  each  cheek,  and  great  red  circles  round 
his  eyes  ;  his  covering  was  the  fkin  of  a  beaft, 
which  appeared  to  have  the  fhape  of  a  camel, 
the  ears  of  a  mule,  and  the  tail  of  a  horfe  ■,  he 
was  armed  with  a  bow,  the  firing  of  which  was 
made  of  the  gut  of  the  above  bead:,  and  the 
heads  of  his  arrows  were  tipped  with  fharp 
ftones.  The  Admiral  entertained  him  well,  and 
he  leemed  to  enjoy  himlelf  very  much,  till  hap- 
pening to  ci.ft  his  eyes  on  a  looking  glafs,  he 
was  (o  frightened,  that,  itarting  backwards,  he 
beat  to  the  ground  two  men  who  Hood  behind 
him. 

The  civil  treatment  this  man  received,  in- 
duced others  to  come  on  board,  whofe  behavi- 
our afforded  great  entertainment  to  the  Admiral  •, 
and  one  of  whom  in  particular  eat  a  bafket  full 
of  fliip  bilcuit,  and  drank  a  large  bowl  of  water 
at  a  meal.  Magellan  ordering  his  people  to 
take  one  of  the  giants,  nine  men  with  difficul- 
ty got  him  down  and  bound  his  hands,  notwith- 
flanding  which  he  got  loofe  from  them  arid 
made  his  elcape.  Thefe  people,  whom  they 
called  Patagons,  *  have  no  fixed  place  of  abode, 
but  wandering  about,  ereel  themfelves  a  kind  of 
tents,  made  of  the  fame  fkins,  which  cover  their 
bodies.  Their  chief  food  is  raw  flefh,  and  a 
kind  of  fweet  root  called  Capar:  If  they  are  ill, 
they  either  take  vomits,  or  bleed  themfelves  by 
chopping  the  part  affected  with  a  fharp  inftru- 
ment.  They  are  faid  to  be  extremely  jealous  of 
their  women,  but  it  does  not  appear  that  our  ad- 
venturers faw  any  of  them. 

While  they  were  at  the  port  of  St.  Julian, 
a  confpiracy  againft  the  life  of  Magellan  was 
headed  by  Captain  Lewis  de  Mendoza,  who  be- 
ing brought  to  a  trial,  was  hanged,  and  captain 
Juan  de  Carthagenaand  others,  were  left  among 
the  Patagonians.  Having  taken  folemn  pofief- 
fion  of  the  country,  by  the  ereftion  of  a  crofs, 
and  the  weather  being  fine,  the  admiral  continu- 
ed his  courfe  till  they  arrived  in  fifty  one  degrees, 
torty  minutes  fouth  latitude,  where  he  found  a 


*  The  exiftence  of  the  Patagonians  was  much 
doubted,  and  confequently  the  credit  of  Magellan's 
hiftorian  was  brought  inte  difpute,  before  commodwe 


convenient  port,  and  plenty  of  wood,  water  and 
fiih.  in  fifty  two  degrees  fouth  latitude  they 
found  the  entrance  into  the  ftreights,  which  are 
about  one  hundred  and  ten  leagues  in  length,  in 
fomc  places  very  wide,  and  in  others  not  more 
than  half  a  league  over.  The  land  on  both  fides 
high  and  irregular,  and  the  mountains  covered 
with  lnow. 

When  they  came  to  the  end  of  the  ftreights, 
they  found  the  Pacific  Ocean,  or  great  South 
lea,  the  fight  of  which  gave  Magellan  the  ut- 
molt  joy.  The  point  of  land,  from  whence  he 
firft  law  this  defirable  profpect,  he  called  Cape 
Defiderato,  from  which  place  one  of  the  fhipS 
ftcle  away  fom  the  reft,  and  failed  home  alone. 

They  entered  the  pacific  fea  on  the  twenty 
eighth  of  November  1520,  in  which  they  failed 
three  months  and  twenty  days  without  fight  of 
land  -,  during  which  they  underwent  the  greateft 
hardlhips ;  their  water  ftunk,  and  their  bread 
being  all  gone,  they  were  reduced  to  feed  on 
fkins  and  bits  of  leather,  which  they  foaked  In 
fait  water  till  they  were  fo  foft  that  they  could 
bite  them-,  but  numbers  of  the  people  died  for 
want  of  better  provifions,  and  the  gums  of  others 
growing  over  their  teeth  with  the  fcurvy,  they 
were  unable  to  bite  the  pieces  of  leather,  and 
thereby  ftarved  to  death.  Their  only  comfort 
in  this  lituation  was,  that  they  had  a  fmoothfea 
and  a  fair  gale  during  the  whole  time. 

On  the  lixth  of  March,  they  fell  in  with  a 
number  of  fmall  iflands  in  twelve  degrees  north 
latitude,  where  they  went  on  fhore  to  refrefh 
themfelves  after  their  long  fatigue,  but  the 
people  of  thefe  iilands  were  all  thieves,  conti- 
nually ftealing  things  out  of  the  fhips,  while 
the  failors  were  repofing  themfelves  on  fhore ; 
wherefore  Magellan  called  them  Ifias  de  los 
Ladrones,  or  the  Iflands  of  Thieves.  A  party 
of  the  Spaniards  went  up  into  one  of  the  Iflands^ 
burnt  their  houfes,  and  killed  fome  of  the  inha- 
bitant's ;  but  this  had  no  effect,  the  thievifh  dif- 
pofition  continuing  in  its  full  force. 

The  people  cf  thefe  ifands  are  of  an  olive 
complexion,  trie  men  go  naked  except  a  few  of 
them  who  wear  a  kind  of  bonnet,  made  of  the 
leaves  of  the  palm  tree,  upon  their  heads.  Their 
hair  is  black  and  very  long,  reaching  down  to 
their  waifts.  They  anoint  themfelves  with  the 
oil  of  the  cocoa  nut;  and  paint  their  teeth  black 
or  red.  The  women  wearcoverings  made  of  the 
inner  bark  of  the  palm  tree  ;  they  are  hand- 
fomer  than  the  men,  and  have  long,  thick,  black 
hair,  whicii  reaches  almoft  to  the  ground  ;  they 
employ  themfelves  at  home  in  making  nets; 
and  mats  of  the  palm  tree,  while  the  men  are 
thieving  abroad.  Their  beds  are  palm  mats, 
laid  one  upon  another  ;  their  weapons  are  clubs 
on  which  they  fix  heads  of  horn.  Their  food  con- 
fills  of  fowls,  flying-fifh,  fig^  bananas,  and  cocoa 
nuts.  The  fails  of  their  canoes  are  made  of 
broad  date  leaves  fewed  together,  and  they  fail 
with  either  end  of  the  boat  foremoft.  Thefe 
people  are  painted  all  over,  black,  white,  red 


Byron's  late  voyage  to  the  South  Seas,  put  the  truth 
of  he  exigence  bevond  ;i  doubt, 
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and  other  colours.  Their  euriofity  is  fuch,  that 
when  the  failors  had  wounded  fome  of  them  with 
their  arrows,  they  would  pull  them  out  of  their 
bodies,  and  Hare  at  the  novelty  of  the  fight  till 
they  dropped  down  dead. 

Thev  failed  from  the  Ladrones  on  the  tenth 
of  March,  and  next  day  went  afhore  at  an  unin- 
habited ifland  called  Humuna,  which  the  Admi- 
ral named  the  ifland  of  Good  Signs,  where  they 
found  gold,  white  coral,  excellent  water,  and 
abundance  of  fruit  trees. 

Here  they  were  vifited  by  the  people  of  the 
ifland  of  Zulvan,  who  brought  them  prefents 
of  fifh,  and  wine  made  of  the  Cocoa  tree.  They 
invited  the  Admiral  into  their  barks,  and  being 
in  return  invited  on  board  the  Admiral's  {hip, 
a  cannon  was  fired  in  compliment  to  them,  at 
which  they  were  fo  frightened,  as  to  be  ready 
to  leap  overboard,  and  with  great  difficulty 
were  perfuaded  to  flay  on  board. 

The  ifland  of  Zulvan  produces  cinnamon, 
cloves,  nutmegs,  and  other  fpices.  The  peo- 
ple were  fhort  and  thick,  of  an  olive  colour, 
and  adorned  themfelves  with  gold  and  jewels  in 
their  ears,  and  pieces  of  gold  rattened  to  their 
arms  ;  they  had  alio  daggers,  knives  and  lances 
richly  ornamented  with  the  fame  metal.  Their 
chief  covering  was  a  kind  of  cloth  round  the 
middle,  made  out  of  the  rind  of  a  tree  •,  but  the 
principle  people  were  diftinguifhed  by  a  piece 
of  filk  needle  work,  wrapped  about  their 
heads. 

They  left  this  place  on  the  twenty-fifth  of 
March,  and  failing  weft  fouth  weft,  arrived  on 
the  twenty-eighth  at  the  ifle  of  Buthuan,  the 
King  of  which  coming  on  board  prefented  Ma- 
gellan with  confiderable  quantities  of  gold  and 
fpices  ;  and  the  Admiral  gave  him  in  return, 
two  garments  of  cloth,  made  in  the  Turkifh 
fafhion,  one  red,  and  the  other  yellow  •,  and 
among  the  principal  people  he  diftributed 
knives,  glaffes  and  chryftal  beads. 

The  Admiral  fent  two  perfons  on  fhore  with 
the  King,  whole  palace  refembled  a  hay  loft, 
and  was  built  fo  high,  on  pofts  of  timber,  that 
they  ufed  ladders  to  get  in.  They  fit  oofs-legged 
at  their  meals,  and  inftead  of  candles,  burn  the 
gum  of  a  tree,  wrapped  up  in  palm  leaves. 

The  King  having  entertained  them  in  leveral 
of  his  palaces,  difmified  them  with  valuable 
prefents,  being  much  aftonifhed  at  feveral  things 
he  law  them  do,  but  particularly  writing,  and 
then  leading  what  they  had  written,  which  was 
a  myftery  he  could  by  no  means  comprehend. 
The  perlon  of  his  Majefty  was  comely,  his  hair 
black  and  long,  and  his  complexion  olive  ;  he 
had  rings  of  gold  in  his  ears,  and  three  on  every 
finger  ;  his  head  was  covered  with  a  filken  veil, 
and  a  piece  of  cotton,  wrought  with  filk  and 
gold,  hung  down  to  the  knees  :  he  wore  a  dag- 
ger, with  a  handle  of  gold,  and  a  fcabbard  of 
fine  carved  wood. 

The  men  go  naked,  except  a  covering  of 
paint  •,  but  the  women  are  covering  from  the 
waift  downward,  and  they  all  wear  golden  ear- 
rings. They  conftantly  eat  a  fruit  like  a  pear, 
cut-  in  flices,  and  rolled  up  in  leaves  like  a  bay 
leaf;  and  they  fay,  they  cannot  live  without 
it. 


Leaving  this  place,  the  King's  pilots  conduct- 
ed  them  to  the  ifles  of  Zeilon,  Zubut  Mefiana, 
and  Caleghan.  In  MefTana  they  found  dogs, 
cats,  hogs,  poultry,  goats,  rice,  oranges,  wax, 
and  gold  in  great  plenty. 

From  Meifana  they  failed  to  Zubut  which  is 
about  leventy  leagues,  thd  King  of  the  place 
bearing  them  company,  and  entered  the  port 
on  the  feventh  of  April,  when  they  fired  their 
great  guns,  which  very  much  terrified  the  inha- 
bitants ;  but  they  fent  an  ambafTador  on  fhore, 
to  allure  the  King  that  it  was  their  cuftom  to 
pay  this  compliment  to  the  governor  on  enter- 
ing a  port,  and  to  acquaint  him  how  great  a 
Prince  they  were  fervants  to ;  that  their  defign 
was  to  find  the  Molucca  iflands,  that  they 
only  came  to  vifit  him  by  the  way,  having  heard 
of  his  fame  from  the  King  of  Meffana  ;  and  that 
they  defired  to  be  furniihed  with  provifions  in 
exchange  for  their  commodities.  The  King  told 
them,  he  expected  they  would  pay  tribute,  as 
was  cuftomary  for  all  vefiels  that  came  thither, 
to  do.' — This  the  ambafTador  refufed,  faying, 
that  his  Admiral,  was  fervant  to  a  great  Mo- 
narch, who  never  had,  nor  ever  would  pay  that 
acknowledgment  at  any  place  whatever;  that 
they  came  with  peaceable  intentions  ;  but  that 
if  he  was  difpofed  for  war,  they  were  ready  to 
engage  with  him. 

The  King  of  Mefiana,  went  on  fhore,  and 
reprelented  matters  in  fuch  a  light,  that  the 
King  of  Zubut  offered  terms  of  friendfhip  to 
Magellan,  which  he  was  ready  to  feal  with  his 
blood.  Then  he  and  his  nephew  went  on  board 
the  Admiral,  with  the  King  of  Mefiana,  and 
carried  him  prefents  ;  after  which  Magellan  vi- 
fited him  on  lhore,  and  found  him  in  his  palace 
fitting  upon  a  fine  mat,  made  of  date  leaves, 
with  a  roll  of  cotton  about  his  waift.  On  his 
head  he  had  a  veil  of  needle  work,  jewels  in  his 
ears,  and  a  chain  of  gold  about  his  neck.  Be- 
fore him  were  feveral  procelaine  veiTels,  fome 
filled  with  eggs,  fome  with  date  wine.  For 
their  diverlion,  the  King  made  his  daughters 
fing  and  dance  naked  before  them. 

The  people  of  this  countr r  ufe  weights  and 
meafures,  and  are  extremely  juft  in  all  their 
dealings.  Their  houfes  are  of  timber,  raifed 
high  above  the  ground,  to  which  they  afcend 
by  itairs. 

It  is  afTerted  but  we  give  it  not  as  a  fad)  that 
in  this  country  there  is  a  water  fowl,  as  big  as  a 
crow  which  being  fwallowed  by  a  whale,  ears 
up  the  heart,  and  thereby  kills  the  fifh,  which 
being  afterwards  taken,  the  bird  is  found  a- 
live. 

The  Admiral  perfuaded  the  King  of  Zubur, 
and  his  principal  fubjecTs  to  embrace  the  Chrif- 
tian  Religion,  and  their  baptifm  was  performed  . 
with  great  folemnity  ;  the  King  was  named 
Charles,  and  the  Prince,  Ferdinando  ;  the  Queen 
and  forty  ladies  were  alfo  baptized  at  the  fame  • 
time,  among  whom  was  the  Prince's  wife,  who 
was  young  and  beautiful  ;  her  body  was  cover- 
ed with  a  white  cloth,  and  her  head  adorned 
witli  a  triple  crown  of  date  leaves  :  after  the 
ceremony,  and  hearing  of  mafs,  the  King  and 
court  dined  on  board  the  Admiral's  fhip,  in  ho- 
nour 
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nour  of  whom  all  the  great  ordinance  was  dif- 
charged.  Above  five  hundred  perfons  of  in- 
ferior  rank  were  likewife  baptized,  and  in  eight 
days  time,  all  the  ifland,  except  the  people  of 
one  village,  became  Chriftians ;  whereupon  the 
Spaniards  burnt  the  vilhge,  and  erected  a  crols 
upon  the  ruins  of  it. 

The  idols  were  deftroyed  throughout  the 
ifland,  and  erodes  fet  up  in  many  places.  The 
Spaniards  had  great  advantages  in  their  dealings 
with  thefe  people,  who  exchanged  ten  pefos  of 
gold,  for  fourteen  pounds  weight  of  iron,  and 
iupplied  them  with  plenty  of  provifions  for  any 
kind  of  toys. 

From  Zubut,  they  failed  to  the  ifland  of  Ma- 
than,  the   inhabitants  of  which  go  naked,  ex- 
cept a  flight  covering  round   the  middle;  they 
nv.rry  as  many  wives  as  they   pleafe,  only  one 
of  whom  is  miftrefs  of  the  family.     They  offer 
facrifices  to  the  fun,  in  the  following  manner: 
they  ring  a  number  of  bells,  and  then  fpread  a 
cloth  upon  the  ground,  upon  which  they  place 
difhes,  filled  with  honey,  rice,  and  roafted  fifh. 
The  facrifice   is  a  hog :  two  old  women  acting 
as  priefteffes,  who  ling  and   dance  about  the 
animal,  and  found  a  kind  of  trumpets  made  of 
reeds.     Then,  having  faid  feveral  prayers  to  the 
fun,  and  made  many  antic  geftures,  one  of  the 
women  (hikes  the  hog  dead   with  a  lance,  and 
puts  a  lighted  lamp  into  its  mouth,  which  con- 
tinues burning  during  the  ceremony.     The  o- 
ther  woman  dips   the  trumpet  into  the  blood, 
and  with  her  finger  befmears  her  hufband's  fore- 
head, and  the  other  men  who  attend  the  facri- 
fice.    This  being  done,  they  change  their  gar- 
ments, and  began  eating  the  honey,  rice  and 
fifh,  which  only  the  women  partake  of,  and  then 
the  prie  defies   having  faid  grace  over  the  hog, 
they  all  eat  of  it. 

Their  funeral  ceremonies  are  likewife  very 
extraordinary:  when  a  man  of  confequence  dies, 
all  the  principal  women  repair  to  his  houfe, 
carrying  boughs  with  pieces  of  cotton  tied  to 
them,  which  they  faften  about  the  corps  •,  and 
then  fit  round  it,  doathed  in  white  cotton, 
fanning  themfrlves  with  the  branches  of  palm  ; 
the  room  be^g  perfumed  with  myrrh  and  fto- 
rax  :  the  wife  then  advances,  and  ftretches  her- 
felf  at  length,  face  to  face,  on  the  dead  body  of 
the  hufband,  crying  and  lamenting,  while  a  per- 
fon  cuts  his  hair  off;  but  when  that  is  done, 
fhe  fings  a  merry  fong.  This  ceremony  conti- 
nues five  days,  after  which  the  body  is  inclofed 
in  a  ftrong  vault,  built  of  wood. 

The  ifland  of  Mathan  being  governed  by  two 
Kings,  and  one  of  them  refufing  to  pay  tribute 
to  the  King  of  Spain,  Magellan  prepared  to  re- 
duce him,  and  with  a  company  of  fixty  Spa- 
niards, armed  with  coats  of  male  and  helmets, 
attacked  upwards  of  fix  thoufand  Indians,  who 
had  bows,  arrows,  darts,  and  javelins  ;  the  battle 
was  doubtful  for  a  considerable  time,  till  the 
Admiral's  impetuofity  carrying  him  too  far  a- 
mong  the  enemy,  he  was  wounded  with  a  poi- 
foned  arrow,  and  then  a  lance  was  thruft  into 
his  head,  which  put  an  end  to  his  life.  Eight 
or  nine  of  the  Spaniards,  and  fifteen  of  the  In- 
dians were  flain.  The  Spaniards  would  have  re- 
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deemed  the  body  of  the  Admiral,  but  the  In- 
dians would  not  part  from  it. 

The  King,  who  was  willing  to  have  paid 
tribute,  and  who  had  embraced  the  Chriftian  reli- 
gion, abandoned  it,  on  this  change  in  the  cir- 
cumftances  of  the  Spaniards,  and  laid  a  plan  for 
their  deftrudion,  which  he  executed  in  the  fol- 
lowing manner  :  he  invited  thofe  Spaniards, 
which  were  on  fhore,  to  a  grand  entertainment, 
and  while  they  were  feafting,  gave  private  or- 
ders to  murder  them  all,  except  Don  Juan  Ser- 
rano, whom  he  kept  in  hopes  of  getting  a  ran- 
fom  for  him  ;  which  thofe  on  board  would  rea- 
dily have  given  him,  but  they  difcovered  fo 
much  prevarication  in  his  behaviour,  that  find- 
ing their  whole  force  amounted  only  to  eighty 
men,  and  dreading  the  fate  of  their  companions 
they  determined  to  put  to  fea. 

When  Serrano  faw  them  about  to  weigh  an- 
chor, he  begged  on  his  knees,  in  the  moil  mov- 
ing manner,  that  they  would  not  1. .  i  a- 
mong  the  favages;  but  their  fears  made  them 
deaf  to  his  intreaties,  and  what  became  of  him 
afterwards  is  not  known. 

They  now-  found  that  their  fhips  were  in  a 
very  bad  condition,  and  that  it  would  be  necef- 
fary  to  make  ufe  of  one  to  repair  the  other  two; 
and  having,  a  little  before  the  Admiral's  death, 
heard  of  the  Moluccas,  they  failed  from  Mathan 
to  the  ifland  of  Bohol,  where  they  r  epairedtwo 
fhips  and  furnifhed  them  with   the  materials  of 
the   Conception,  burning  fuch  as  they   did  not 
ufe.    Sailing  hence  to  the  fouth  weft,  they  came 
to  Chippet,  which   is  a  large  ifland  about  fifty 
leagues  from  Zubut,  in  eight  degrees  north  lati- 
tude and  one  hundred  and  feventy  weft  longi- 
tude, from  their  firft  fetting  out.     This  ifland 
abounds  in  rice,  ginger,  goats,  bogs,  &c.  and 
they  were  received  in  a  friendly  manner  by  the 
king  of  it,   who -drawing    blood  from  his  left 
arm,  marked  his  body,  face,  and  the  tip  of  his 
tongue  with  it  in  token  of  peace  •,  in  which  ce- 
remony he  was  followed  by  the  Spaniards. 

Sailing  weft  and  fouth  weft  forty  leagues  from 
hence,  they  came  to  Caghaian  a  large  ifland, 
but  thinly  inhabited  by  Moors,  who  are  exiles 
from  Borneo,  who  poflefs  great  quantities  of 
gold  and  make  ufe  of  poifoned  arrows.  From 
hence  they  failed  to  Puloan,  an  ifland  in  nine 
degrees  twenty  minutes  north  latitude,  abound- 
ing in  figs,  battatos,  cocoas  and  fugar  canes. 
The  people  go  naked,  ufe  poifoned  arrows,  and 
are  great  lovers  of  the  cruel  fport  of  cock  fight- 
ing. Their  chief  drink  is  a  kind  of  wine,  (arrack) 
made  of  rice  which  is  very  intoxicating.  From 
Puloan  they  came  to  the  rich  ifland  of  Borneo, 
the  chief  city  of  which  contained  twenty  five 
thoufand  houfes.  It  was  govemed  by  a  Moorifh 
King,  who  kept  a  magnificent  court  •,  he  fent 
valuable  prefents  to  the  captains,  and  ordered 
two  elephants  adorned  with  filk  to  carry  the 
Spanifti  meffengers  with  their  prefents  to  his 
palace.  His  houfhold  is  governed  by  women, 
who  are  daughters  to  the  chief  courtiers.  When 
his  fubjects  approach  him,  they  lift  their  hands 
clofed  together,  three  times  over  their  heads  ; 
then  lift  up  each  foot,  and  laftly  kifs  their  hands. 
He  is  faid  to  employ  ten  fecretaries  who  write 
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on  the  barks  of  trees.  This  ifland  abounds  in 
cattle,  fowls,  melons,  cucumbers,  fugar,  lemons, 
oranges,  mirabolans,  ginger,  camphire,  and 
rice  ;  of  which  lafl.  they  make  great  quantities 
of  arrack. 

From  Borneo  they  failed  to  Cimbubon,  where 
they  were  detained  forty  days  in  repairing  their 
fhips,and  taking  in  wood  and  water.  Oftriches, 
hogs  and  crocodiles  are  found  in  great  plenty 
here  ;  and  they  took  a  fifh  whole  head  refem- 
bled  that  of  a  hog,  but  had  horns  on  it  ;  the 
body  appeared  to  be  an  entire  bone,  and  the 
back  of  it  was  fhaped  like  a  faddle  :  they  alio 
found  a  tree,  the  leaves  of  which  falling  to  the 
ground,  moved  about  as  if  they  were  alive  ; 
they  refembled  mulberry  leaves  with  fibres  like 
little  eggs  upon  them.  If  touched,  they  fud- 
denly  fpring  away,  and  if  cut  or  broken  pro- 
duce a  kind  of  blood ;  the  Spanifh  author  who 
wrote  this  account,  kept  one  of  thefe  leaf  ani- 
mals eigu  days.* 

Eending  their  courfe  hence,  to  the  fouth  eaft 
for  the  Moluccas,  they  came  to  the  iflands  of 
Solo  Taghima,  whence  the  king  of  Borneo  had 
received  two  pearls  nearly  as  big  as  hens  eggs  : 
from  hence  they  went  to  the  illand  of  Sarangani, 
where  they  prefied  two  pilots  for  the  Molucca 
voyage,  and  proceededtoabeautifulifiand,  called 
Sanger,  which  was  governed  by  four  kings;  and 
on  the  fixth  of  September,  in  the  twenty-ieventh 
month  after  their  departure  from  Spain,  they  dis- 
covered five  iflands,  which  the  pilots  faid  were 
the  Moluccas ;  which  the  Portuguefe,  who 
had  difcovered  them  before,  had  reprcfented 
as  fituated  among  rocks  and  fhelves,  furround- 
ed  with  continual  darknefs,  and  the  feas  about 
them  fo  (hallow,  that  there  was  no  failing  in 
fafety  near  them. 

They  founded  the  depth  of  the  water,  and 
found  it  full  a  hundred  yards  ;  and  on  the  eighth 
of  November  before  fun-rifing,  entered  the  port 
of  Tirridore,  one  of  the  chief  of  the  Molucca 
iflands.  The  king  of  the  ifland  was  a  Moor, 
but  extremely  kind  to  the  Spaniards,  giving 
them  leave  to  come  on  fhore,  and  calling  them 
his  brethren  and  children  ;  and  fome  authors 
aflert  that  he  changed  the  name  of  the  ifland 
from  Tirridore  to  Caftile,  in  compliment  to 
them. 

In  this  ifland  is  a  fort  of  tree,  the  bark  of 
which  being  fteeped,  is  drawn  out  in  fine  threads 
like  filks,  of  which  the  women  make  aprons, 
which  is  the  only  garment  they  wear.  From 
Tirridore  they  went  to  the  great  idand  of  Gilolo, 
which  is  inhabited  by  Moors  and  Pagans.  The 
Moors  are  governed  by  two  kings,  one  of 
which,  it  is  faid,  had,  by  different  concubines, 
fix  hundred  children,  and  the  other  fix  hundred 
and  fifty.  The  Pagans  here,worfhip  the  firfl  thing 
they  fee  in  a  morning.  In  this  ifle  grows  a  reed 
about  the  fize  of  a  man's  leg,  which  contains  a 
large  quantity  of  pure  water  of  a  very  good 
tafle. 

On  the  twelfth  of  November,  a  public  ware- 
houfe  being  opened,  for  the  exchange  of  their 
effects,  they  dealt  at  the   following  rates;  for 


*  This  account  however  improbable,  is  confirmed    by 


ten  yards  of  red  cloth  they  received  one  bahar 
of  cloves,  being  near  feventeen  hundred  weight; 
for  fifteen  yards  of  a  more  ordinary  cloth,  one 
bahar  ;  for  thirty-five  drinking  glaffes,  one  ba- 
har, and  the  fame  quantity  for  ieventeen  cathyls 
of  quickfilver.  The  inhabitants  brought  provi- 
fions  to  the  fliips  daily,  and  water  from  Iprino-s  on 
the  mountains  where  the  cloves  grow,  which  is 
hot  when  taken  up,  but  afterwards  grows  cold. 
A  prefent  was  made  them  for  the  king  of  Spain, 
of  two  dead  birds,  about  the  fize  of  turtles,  with 
long  bills,  fmall  heads  and  legs,  and  for  wings 
two  or  three  feathers  only,  of  different  colours, 
the  reft  of  the  body  being  a  light  brown  :  thefe 
birds  never  fly  but  when  the  wind  blows  to  affift 
them,  and  the  Moors  thinking  they  come  down 
from  heaven,  call  them  Birds  of  Paradife.  The 
Moluccas  produce  a  fruit  which  they  call  camu- 
lical,  which  has  a  very  cold  tafte  ;  alfo  fugar- 
canes,  melons,  gourds,  cloves,  ginger,  rice,  white 
and  red  figs,  almonds,  pomegranates,  oranges, 
lemons,  goats,  fheep,  poultry,  and  a  kind  of 
honey  which  is  made  by  flies  lefs  than  ants. 
When  they  left  thefe  iflands  they  were  at- 
tended by  the  feveral  kings  in  their  canoes,  who 
conduced  them  to  the  Ifle  of  Mare,  and  then 
took  leave  of  them. 

Their  numbers  were  now  fo  reduced  by  fick- 
nefs,  that  the  whole  company  confifted  only  of 
forty -fix  Spaniards,  and  thirteen  Indians  ;  when 
failing  by  a  great  number  of  iflands,  they  (laid 
fifteen  days  at  Mallua,  which  lies  in  eight  de- 
grees fouth  latitude,  to  repair  their  fliips. 

The  people  of  this  ifland  are  cannibals,  make 
ufe  of  bows  an  "I  arrows,  and  wear  their  hair  and 
beards  twifted  up  in  canes.  Sailing  hence  well: 
and  north-weft  a  long  courfe,  they  came  to  the 
ifland  of  Eude,  which  produces  great  plenty  of 
cinnamon. 

February  the  eleventh,  they  fleered  away  be- 
tween the  weft  and  fouth-weft,  leaving  the  north 
coaft  on  their  right  hand,  and  ftanding  far  out 
to  fea  to  avoid  the  Portuguefe  who  were  fettled 
at  Malacca  ;  and,  to  double  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  with  the  greater  fafety,  failed  as  low  as 
forty  two  degrees  fouth  latitude,  where  they 
were  obliged  to  wait  feven  weeks  for  a  wind. 

When  they  had  paffed  the  Cape,  they  were  fo 
did  re  fled  by  hunger  and  ficknefs,  that  many  of 
them  propofed  to  put  in  at  Mozambique  for  re- 
frefhment;  but  as  the  Portuguefe  were  there, 
the  majority  were  of  opinion  that  it  would  be 
more  prudent  to  fail  homewards  ;  whereupon 
they  held  their  courfe  towards  the  fouth  weft 
for  two  months,  without  touching  at  any  port, 
during  which  they  loft  twenty-one  perfons,  and 
the  reft  were  upon  the  point  of  ftarving. 

In  this  fituation  they  arrived  at  St.  James,  one 
of  the  Cape  de  Verd  iflands,  where,  on  their 
going  afhore,  and  reprefenting  their  deplorable 
fituation,  the  Portuguefe  relieved  their  necefii- 
ties,  but  on  their  landing  a  fecond  time  for  pro- 
vifions,  they  were  made  prifoners.  Thirteen  of 
the  company,  being  on  board  the  fhip,  and  find- 
ing the  fate  of  their  companions,  thought  pro- 
per to  depart  with  the   utmoft  expedition,  and 


hiftoiuns,  and  cited  in  various  treaties  of  natural  hiflory. 
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the  wind  being  fair,  they  weighed  anchor,  and 
arrived  in  fafety  in  the  harbour  of  St.  Lucar, 
near  Seville,  on  the  feventh  of  September,  1522, 
having  been  abfent  ever  fince  the  tenth  of 
Auguft  1 5 19. 

The  perfon  who  commanded  the  Victoria,  the 
only  verTel  which  had  the  good  fortune  to  return, 
was  John   Sebaftian  Cano,  whom  the  emperor, 


Charles  Vch.  nobly  rewarded,  giving  him  for 
his  arms,  the  terreftrial  globe,  with  this 
motto,  "Primus  me  circumded;fti ;""  Thou  firft 
furroundedft  rne."  The  new  difcover'd  ftreights 
were  at  firft  called  the  Sr.reights  of  Victoria, 
but  were  loon  after  known  by  the  name  of 
of    Magellan,    which   they  ftill 
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Some  account  of  Drake  and  hisjortntr  Voyages;  arrives  at  the  ijland  of  Magador ;  fails  to  the 
Cape  de  Verd  iflands ;  takes  a  Portugueje  vejjel;  defcription  of  the  Str eights  of  Magellan  1 


ijlands ;  the  Admiral  doubles  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  arrives  Jafe  in  England. 


MR.  Drake  was  apprenticed  to  the  mafter 
of  a  fmall  veflel  trading  to  France  and 
Zealand  •,  at  the  age  of  eighteen  he 
went  purfer  of  a  ihip,  to  the  bay  of  Bifcay,  and 
at  twenty  made  a  voyage  to  the  coaft  of  Guinea. 
In  1565,  he  went  to  the  Weft  Indies,  and  in 
1567,  ierved  under  his  kinfman  Sir  John  Haw- 
kins in  the  bay  of  Mexico  •,  being  a  confider- 
able  loofer  by  the  two  laft  voyages,  he  made  a 
third  in  1570,  with  two  (hips,  the  Dragon  and 
the  Swan  ;  and  in  the  following  year  failed  again 
to  the  fame  parts  with  the  Swan  only,  with  a 
view  to  gain  fuch  experience  and  information, 
as  might  qualify  him  to  undertake  fome  voyage 
of  more  importance. 

On  the  twenty-fourth  of  May,  1572,  he  failed 
from  Plymouth  in  the  Pafca,  burden  feventy 
tons,  in  company  with  the  Swan,  burden  two 
hundred  and  fifty  tons,  commanded  by  his  bro- 
ther John  Drake,  with  feventy  three  men  and 
boys,  and  provifions  for  a  year. 

In  this  voyage  he  facked  the  town  of  Nombre 
de  Dios,  and  afterwards  from  a  high  tree  faw 
the  fouth  feas,  which  infpired  him  with  an  ar- 
dent defire  of  carrying  an  Englilh  fhip  thither. 
Drake  was  a  great  gainer  by  this  expedition,  but 
his  generofity  and  love  of  juftice  were  very  ex- 
traordinary, an  inftance  of  which  is  worth  re- 
cording. Having  prefented  a  cutlafs  to  a  prince 
of  the  free  Indians  inhabiting  the  Ifthmus  of 
Darien ;  the  prince  gave  him  in  return  four  large 
wedges  of  gold  which  he  threw  into  the  com- 
mon ftock,  faying,  "  My  owners  gave  me  that 
cutlafs,  and  it  is  but  juft  they  fhould  have  their 
{hares  of  its  produce." 

In  his  return  to  England,  captain  Drake  fail- 


ed from  the  canes  of  Florida  to  the  ifles  of 
Scilly  in  twenty  three  Days ;  and  arrived  at  Ply- 
mouth on  Sunday  the  ninth  of  August,  1573, 
having  been  abfent  one  year  two  munths  and 
fome  days. 

The  riches  which  Drake  had  acquired,  he 
fpent  with  great  generofity  in  the  fervice  of  his 
country:  he  fitted  out  three  frgates,  at  his  own 
expence,  which  he  commanded  in  perfon,  under 
W  alter  Eari  of  E  Hex,  again  ft  the  rebels  in  Ireland. 

After  the  death  of  the  earl  of  EfTex,  Drake 
applied  himfelf  to  Sir  Chriftopher  Hatton,  vice 
chamberlain  to  the  Queen,  by  whofe  intsreft,  he 
at  length  obtained  the  Queen's  permifiion  for  an 
expedition  againft  the  Spaniards. 

Captain  Drake's  friends  contributed  largely 
towards  this  expedition,  for  which  five  fhips 
were  fitted  out.  The  Pelican,  which  Drake 
named  the  Hind,  burden  one  hundred  tons, 
commanded  by  himfelf ;  the  Elizabeth  of  eighty 
tons,  John  Winter,  captain;  theMarygold,  a 
bark  of  thirty  tons  burden,  John  Tho:nas,  com- 
mander; the  Swan,  a  fly-boat  of  fifty  tons,  com- 
manded by  John  Chefter;  and  a  Pinnace  of  fif- 
teen tons,  of  which  Thcmas  Moon  was  the  com- 
mander. The  fhips  had  one  hundred  and  fixty 
four  able  men  on  board,  and  a  large  quantity  of 
provifions  together  with  four  pinnaces  ftowed  in 
pieces,  to  be  put  together,  whenever  they  might 
be  wanted.  It  is  faid  that  all  the  vefiels  for  the 
captains  table,  and  many  belonging  to  the  cook- 
room  were  of  filver ;  and  other  furniture  on 
board  proportionably  grand. 

This  fleet  failed  out  of  Plymouth  Sound,  the 
fifth  of  November  1577  ;  but  meeting  with  a 
violent  ftorm,  in  which  feveral  of  die  fhips  were 
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damaged,  they  were  obliged  to  put  back,  and 
relic :  and  on  the  thirteenth  of  December  they 
failed  again,  with  a  favourable  wind,  and  law 
no  land  till  the  twenty-fifth,  when  they  palled 
cape  Cantin,  on  the  coaft  of  Barbary  ;  and  on 
the  twenty-feventh,  came  to  the  ifland  of  Ma- 
gador,  lying  one  mile  out  at  lea,  between 
which  and  the  continent  they  found  a  fafe  har- 
bour, where  the  Admiral  gave  directions  for 
putting  together  one  of  the  pinnaces,  which 
they  brought  from  England. 

While  the  men  were  engaged  in  this  bufinefs, 
fome  of  the  inhabitants  came  to  the  fhore,  and 
making  figns  of  peace,  the  admiral  fent  one  of 
his  men  on  fliore,  whereupon  two  of  them  ven- 
tured on  board,  and  told  them  by  figns,  that 
the  next  day  they  would  fnpply  the  (hips  with 
provifions;  for  which  kind  offer  the  Admiral 
gave  them  linen  cloth,  fhoes  and  a  javelin. 

The  next  day  they  came  to  the  fea-fide,  agree- 
able to  their  promife,  when  one  of  the  men, 
whole  name  was  Fry,  leaped  haftily  among  them, 
imagining  they  had  been  friends,  when  they 
feized  him,  and  threatening  to  ltab  him,  if  he 
made  any  refinance,  they  carried  him  up  into 
the  country. 

The  failors  were  about  to  attempt  to  refcue 
Fry,  but  feeing  others  of  the  natives  appear 
from  places  where  they  had  hid  themfelves, 
they  were  glad  to  recover  their  boat,  and  make 
off  to  thefhip. 

The  Admiral  fent  a  body  of  men  into  the 
country  to  recover  Fry,  and  punifh  the  trea- 
cherous Moors  ;  but  they  conftantly  avoided 
his  people-,  fo  that  after  fearching  in  vain,  they 
returned  to  the  (hip,  and  failed  from  the  coaft 
of  Morocco  on  the  thirtieth  of  December. 

In  the  mean  time,  Fry,  being  examined,  de- 
clared that  the  fleet  confifted  of  Englifh  fhips, 
under  the  command  of  Admiral  Drake,  bound 
to  the  Sjreights  •,  a  report  which  Drake  had 
caufed  to  be  circulated  to  conceal  his  real  de- 
fign  ;  whereupon  Fry  was  fent  back  with  pre- 
fents  for  the  Admiral,  and  an  aflurance  of 
friendfhip,  but  he  being  failed,  Fry  was  after- 
wards fent  to  England  in  a  merchant-fhip. 

The  Admiral  arriving  at  Cape  Blanco  on  the 
feventeenth  of  January,  found  a  fhip  at  anchor 
with  only  two  failors  left  to  guard  her,  which 
he  immediately  feized,  and  took  her  into  the 
haibour,  where  they  remained  four  days,  dur- 
ing which,  the  Admiral  exercifed  his  men  on 
fhore,  to  prepare  them  for  land  as  well  as  fea- 
fervice. 

In  this  place  they  bartered  with  the  fifhermen, 
for  fuch  provifions  as  they  had,  and  exchanged 
with  them  a  little  bark  of  their  own,  for  one  of 
about  forty  tons. 

They  left  this  harbour  on  the  twenty-fecond, 
the  mafter  of  the  bark  having  informed  the  Ad- 
miral, that  in  one  of  the  Cape  de  Verd  Iflands, 
called  Mayo,  there  was  plenty  of  dried  cabitos 
or  goats,  which  were  prepared  every  year,  for 
fuch  of  the  King's  fhips  as  called  there. 

They  arrived  at  this  ifland  on  the  twenty- 
feventh  of  January,  but  the  inhabitants  could 
not  trade  with  them,  being  forbidden  by  the 
King's  order,  and  had  left  their  villages.  The 


next  day  the  Admiral  landed  a  body  of  men, 
with  orders  to  march  into  the  country,  which 
they  found  extremely  fertile,  producing  great 
quantities  of  cocoas,  figs,  and  a  very  delicate 
fort  of  grapes.  This  ifland  abounded  with  fait, 
dried  by  the  heat  of  the  fun;  and  they  found 
many  goats  and  kids,  dead  and  dried,  which 
the  inhabitants  had  laid  in  their  way,  but  they 
did  not  think  proper  to  accept  of  them. 

Leaving  this  place  on  the  thirty-firft,  they 
failed  by  the  ifland  of  Jago,  and  feeing  two 
Po;  tuguefe  veffels  under  fail,  they  took  one  of 
them  which  was  laden  with  wine;  but  the  Ad- 
miral detained  only  the  pilot,  difcharging  the 
mailer  and  his  crew,  and  giving  them  fome  pro- 
vifions, a  butt  of  wine,  their  wearing  apparel, 
and  one  of  his  own  pinnaces.  Three  pieces  of 
cannon  were  fired  at  them  from  the  ifland,  but 
did  them  no  damage.  They  arrived  the  fame 
evening  at  Del  Fuego,  or  the  Burning  ifland,  fo 
called  from  a  Volcano  on  its  north  fide,  from 
which  conftantly  iffues  fmoke  and  flame. 

To  the  fouth  of  Del  Fuego  they  discovered 
the  beautiful  Ifland  of  Brava,  covered  with  ever- 
greens, and  watered  with  cooling  ftreams,  which 
pour  themfelves  into  the  fea,  which  is  fo  deep 
round  it,  that  there  is  no  poflibility  of  coming  to 
an  anchor ;  but  fome  of  the  failors  going  on 
fhore  found  a  poor  hermit,  whofe  cell  was  fur- 
nilhed  with  an  ilUcontrived  altar,  fome  images 
badly  carved,  and  a  crucifix  ;  and  this  man  ap- 
peared to  be  the  only  inhabitant  of  the  place. 

Leaving  the  Capede  Verd  iflands,  they  failed 
towards  the  line,  being  fometimes  tofled  by 
tempefts,  and  at  others  quite  becalmed.  They 
now  faw  numbers  of  dolphins,  bonitos,  and  fly- 
ing fifb.es,  which  being  purfued  by  the  fharks, 
frequently  flew  out  of  the  water,  and  their  fins 
drying,  they  dropped  on  the  fhips  and  were  un- 
able to  rife  again. 

Having  paffed  the  line,  they  at  length  difco- 
vered  the  coaft  of  Brazil  on  the  fifth  of  April, 
being  fifty  four  days  fince  they  faw  land.  As 
foon  as  the  people  on  fhore  faw  the  fhips,  they 
made  large  fires  in  different  parts,  and  performed 
various  ceremonies  to  prevail  on  the  gods  to 
fink  the  veffels,  or  at  leaft  to  prevent  their 
landing. 

On  the  feventh  in  a  ftorm  of  lightning,  rain 
and  thunder,  they  loft  the  Chriftopher,  but  hap- 
pily met  with  her  again  on  the  eleventh,  at  a 
place,  which  the  Admiral  called  Cape  Joy,  where 
thty  found  a  harbour  between  a  large  rock  and 
the  main,  in  which  the  fhips  rode  in  fafety.  Ac 
this  place  they  found  no  other  inhabitants,  but 
herds  of  wild  deer,  but  the  failors  difcovered 
the  print  of  human  feet  in  the  fand.  The  air 
was  mild,  and  the  foil  rich  and  fertile.  They 
killed  feveral  feals  on  the  rock,  which  they 
found  to  be  wholfome  food,  though  not  ex- 
tremely pleafant. 

Having  taken  in  water,  they  failed  for  the 
great  river  of  Plate  ;  where,  finding  no  good 
harbour,  they  put  to  fea  again,  and  failing  on 
came  to  a  good  bay,  in  which  were  feveral 
iflands,  flocked  with  feals  and  fowls,  and  a- 
bounding  in  frefh  water.  The  Admiral  going 
on  fhore,  the  natives  came  leaping  and  dancing 
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about  him,  and  feemed  extremely  willing  to 
trade,  but  would  touch  nothing  but  what  was 
firft  thrown  down  on  the  ground. 

The  Marygold  and  the  Chriftopher,  having 
been  fent  to  difcover  a  convenient  harbour,  re- 
turned with  the  agreeable  news  that  they  had 
found  one,  whereupon  all  the  fleet  failed  thither ; 
when  the  admiral,  having  no  farther  ufe  for  the 
Swan,  ordered  her  to  be  burnr,  having  firft  di- 
vided her  provifions  and  iron  work  among  the 
reft  of  the  fleet.  The  feals  here  abounded  to  fuch 
a  degree  that  they  killed  upwards  of  two  hundred 
in  the  fpace  of  an  hour.  While  they  were  em- 
ployed on  fliore,  the  natives  came  to  them  with- 
out fear :  they  had  a  covering  of  a  bead's  fkin 
about  the  middle,  wore  fomething  wrapped 
round  their  heads,  and  had  their  faces  and  bo- 
dies painted.  They  had  bows  of  an  ell  long,  and 
two  arrows  each.  Two  of  them  being  pleafed 
with  the  Admiral's  hat,  matched  it  off  his  head, 
and  ran  away  with  it,  dividing  the  pr'ze  between 
them,  one  taking  the  hat,  and  the  other  the  lace. 
Sailing  from  hence  they  anchored  in  port  St. 
Julian,  which  name  was  given  it  by  Magellan, 
where  the  Admiral  going  on  fhore  with  fix  of 
his  men,  fome  of  the  natives  flew  his  gunner, 
whole  death  was  revenged  by  the  Admiral,  who 
killed  the  murderer  with  his  own  hand. 

At  this  place  Magellan  having  executed  one 
of  his  company  who  confpired  againft  his  life, 
Drake  caused  one  Doughty  to  be  tried  for  the 
fame  offence  againft  himfclf,  and  executed  on 
the  fame  gibbet. 

On  the  feventeenth  of  Auguft,  they  left  the 
port  of  St.  Julian,  and  on  the  twentieth  fell  in 
with  the  ftreights  of  Magellan,  which  they  en- 
tered on  the  twenty-firfi,  and  found  fo  full  of 
intricate  turnings  and  windings,  that  the  fame 
wind  which  was  fomctimes  in  their  favour,  was 
at  others  againft  them.  This  paffage  is  dan- 
gerous, for  though  there  is  fevera!  good  har- 
bours and  plenty  of  frefh  water,  yet  the  depth 
of  the  fea  is  fo  great,  that  there  is  no  anchoring 
except  in  fome  very  narrow  river,  or  between 
the  rocks.  On  both  fides  are  vaft  mountains 
covered  with  fnow  to  a  prodigious  hright  above 
the  clouds,  notwithftanding  which  the  trees  and 
plants  near  the  fhore  maintain  a  conftant  ver- 
dure. The  breadth  of  the  ftreights  is  from  one 
league  to  four,  and  the  tides  rife  high  from  one 
end  to  the  other. 

On  the  twenty-fourth  of  Auguft  they  came  to 
an  ifland  in  the  ftreights,  where  they  found  fuch 
numbers  of  penguins  (a  kind  of  bird  as  big  as  a 
goofe)  that  they  killed  three  thoufand  in  one 
day. 

They  entered  the  fouth  fea  on  the  fixth  of 
September,  and  on  the  next  day  a  violent  ftorm 
drove  them  two  hundred  leagues  fouth  of  the 
ftreights,  where  thty  anchored  among  fome 
ifiands,  abounding  in  water  and  excellent 
herbs. 

Not  far  from  hence,  they  entered  another 
bay,  where  they  found  naked  people  failing 
in  canoes  from  one  ifland  to  another,  in  fearch 
of  provifions;  with  whom  they  traded  for  what 
they  had. 

On  the  third  of  October,  they    found  three 
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ifiands,  in  one  of  which  was  a  mod  incredible 
number  of  birds,  and  on  the  eighth  in  a  ftorm, 
they  loft  the  Elizabeth,  captain  Winter,  who 
being  driven  back  into  the  ftreights,  took  pof- 
feffion  of  the  country  in  the  name  of  queen  Eli- 
zabeth, and  afterwards  arrived  fafe  in  Eng- 
land. 

Being  now  arrived  at  the  other  mouth  of  the 
ftreights,  they  fleered  for  the  coaft  of  Chili,  and 
on  the  twenty-ninth  of  November  caft  anchor  at 
the  ifland  of  Mocha,  where  the  Admiral,  with 
ten  men,  went  on  fhore.  The  inhabitants  were 
fuch  as  the  extreme  cruelty  of  the  Spaniards  had 
obliged  to  feek  a  refuge  here  •,  and  they  behaved 
very  civilly,  giving  the  Admiral  two  fat  fheep 
and  fome  potatoes,  in  exchange  for  fome  trifling 
prefents  •,  they  alfo  promiied  them  water,  and 
the  next  day  two  men  going  on  fnore  with  barrels 
to  fetch  it,  they  were  feized  and  knocked  on  the 
head.  The  reafon  of  this  outrage  was,  that 
they  were  miitaken  for  Spaniards,  whom  thefe 
people  never  fpare. 

Continuing  their  courfe  for  Chili,  they  met  an 
Indian  in  a  canoe,  who  mirtaking  them  for 
Spaniards,  informed  them,  that  at  St.  JagOj 
there  was  a  large  fhip  laden  for  Peru.  The 
Admiral  rewarded  him  for  his  intelligence, 
whereupon  he  conducted  them  to  the  place 
where  the  fhip  lay  at  anchor.  There  were  only 
eight  Spaniards  and  three  negroes  on  board, 
who  miftaking  them  for  friends,  welcomed  them 
by  beat  of  drum,  and  invited  them  to  drink  Chili 
wine. 

The  Englifh  accepted  the  invitation,  and, 
going  on  board,  clapped  them  all  under  the 
hatches,  except  one,  who  leaping  overboard, 
fwam  on  fhore  to  give  notice  of  the  coming  of? 
the  Englifh  ;  upon  which,  the  inhabitants  quit- 
ting the  town,  the  Admiral  fecured  his  prize, 
and  then  going  on  fliore,  rifled  the  town  and 
chapel,  from  which  he  took  a  filver  chalice,  t  wo 
cruets,  and  an  altar  cloth,  which  he  gave  to 
his  chaplain.  They  alfo  found  in  the  town,  a 
large  quantity  of  Chili  wine,  which  the  Admi- 
ral fent  en  board,  and  then  fteered  for  Lima 
the  capital  of  Peru,  having  firft  difcharged  all 
his  pnibr.ers  except  one,  w  horn  he  kept  for  a 
pilot. 

Being  out  at  fea  the  Admiral  examined  the 
value  of  the  booty  which  he  had  taken,  which 
exceeded  thirty-feven  thoufand  Spanifh  du- 
cats, of  pure  gold  of  Baldivia.  Continuing 
their  courfe  they  put  into  the  harbour  of* 
Coquimbo,  where  the  Admiral  fending  four- 
teen men  on  fhore  to  fetch  water,  the  Spa- 
niards fent  three  hundred  horfe  and  two  hun- 
dred foot  to  attack  them  ;  but  the  Englifh  mak- 
ing a  good  retreat,  reached  their  veffels  with  the 
lofs  of  only  one  man,  who  svas  fhot,  and  the 
next  day,  the  Admiral  ordering  fome  of  his  peo- 
ple on  fhore  to  bury  him,  the  Spaniards  difplay- 
ed  a  flag  of  truce  ;  but  the  fadois  doubting  their 
fincerity,  returned  to  the  (hips  as  ibon  as  they 
had  buried  their  companion. 

From  hence  they  failed  to  the  port  of  Tara- 
paxa,  where  fome  of  them  going  afhore,  found 
a  Spaniard  afleep  with  eighteen  bars  of  filver, 
worth  four  thoufand  Spanifh  ducats,  lying   by 

him  > 


42 


SIR    FRANCIS    D  R  A  II  E's    VOYAGE 


him?  which  they  took  away  without  waking 
him  ;  and  not  far  from  the  fame  place,  g« 
afhore  i  water,  they  met  a  Spaniard  and  an 
Indian  driving  eight  Peruvian  (heep,  each  fheep 
having  on  his  back  two  leather  bags,  each  con- 
taining fifty-two  pounds  weight  of  very  fine 
fih  er.  They  took  away  the  load,  and  permitted 
the  Indian  and  Spaniard  to  drive  on  the  fheep. 
They  failed  from  hence  to  the  port  of  Arica, 
where  they  found  three  fmall  barks,  out  of  which 
they  took  fifty-feven  wedges  of  filver,  each 
of  which  weighed  about  twenty  pounds,  but 
they  took  no  prifoners  ;  for  the  men,  not  ex- 
pecting an  enemy,  were  all  on  more.  However, 
not  having  ftrength  to  attack  the  town,  they 
put  to  fea  again,  and  taking  a  little  bark  laden 
with  linen  (-loth,  they  took  a  part  of  it,  and 
difmified  her. 

They  entered  the  port  of  Lima,  on  the  thir- 
teenth of  February,  where  thev  found  twelve 
fail  of  (hips  at  anchor,  unguarded  ;  the  crews 
beinsr,  all  on  (hore.  Examining  thefe  veffels 
they  found  a  chert  filled  with  rials  of  plate,  which 
together  with  fome  fiiks  and  linnen,  they  made 
prize  of;  but  having  intelligence  that  a  rich 
fbip  called  the  Cacafuego  was  lately  failed  from 
that  harbour  for  Paita,  the  Admiral  determined 
to  follow  her,  but  on  his  arrival  at  Paita,  found 
fhe  was  failed  for  Panama-,  but  they  met  with 
another  prize,  in  which,  befides  ropes  and  other 
ufeful  tackling  for  fhips,  they  found  eighty 
pounds  weight  of  gold,  and  a  crucifix  of  the 
fame  metal,  adorned  with  emeralds  :  but  refold- 
ing ftill  to  proceed  in  fearch  of  the  Cacafuego, 
the  Admiral  promifed  a  golden  chain,  which  he 
ufually  wore  about  his  neck,  to  the  firft  perfon 
who  fiiould  difcoverher  ;  which  fell  to  the  fbare 
of  Mr.  John  Drake,  who  firft  faw  her  about 
three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  Having  come 
up  with  her  about  fix  o'clock,  they  gave  her 
three  fir.ts,  which  brought  away  her  mizen 
mall,  whereupon  they  boarded  her,  and  found 
thirteen  chefts  full  of  rials  of  plate,  eighty 
pounds  weight  of  gold,  a  quantity  of  jewels,  and 
t    enty  fix  tons  of  filver  in  bars 

The  Admiral  rinding,  among  other  rich  pieces 
of  plate,  two  large  filv'er  bowls  gilt,  which  be- 
longed to  the  pilot,  told  him  he  mult  have  one 
of  them,  which  the  pilot  readily  complied  with, 
delivering  the  other  to  the  Admiral's  fteward  at 
the  fame  time. 

Having  ranfacked  the  Cacafuego,  they  dif- 
mified her,  and  continuing  their  courfe  to  the 
weft,  they  met  with  a  fhip  laden  with  linen 
cloth,  china  difnes,  and  filks  •,  from  the  owner 
of  which,  a  Spaniard,  who  was  then  on  board, 
the  Admiral  took  a  falcon  of  mafly  gold,  with 
a  large  emerald  in  the  bread:  of  it  ;  after  which, 
they  feized  fuch  of  the  effects  as  they  chofe,  and 
difmified  the  vefiel,  keeping  the  pilot  of  her  for 
their  own  fervice. 

This  pilot  conducted  them  to  the  harbour  of 
Guarulco,  in  which  town  he  faid  there  were 
only  feventeen   Spaniards.     The  Admiral  and 

le  of  Iv.s  people  going  on  fhore,  entered  the 
town,  and  proceeding  directly  to  the  hall  of 
juftice,  founu  a  court  fitting,  and  the  judge  rea- 

;  j  pafs  fentence  on  feveral  poor  negroes,  who 
v,ere  accufed  of  a'plot  to  fire  the  town.     But 


the  Admiral  feized  every  perfon  prefent,  and 
fent  them  on  board  his  fhip  ;  from  whence  he 
compelled  the  judge  to  write  to  the  people  of  the 
town,  to  keep  at  a  distance,  and  not  attempt  to 
make  any  refiftance.  This  being  done,  they 
ranfacke  j  die  place,  but  found  nothing  of  value, 
excep:  a  bufhel  of  rials  of  plate,  and  a  chain  of 
gold  let  with  jewels,  which  an  Engli;h  failor 
took  from  a  rich  Spaniard  who  was  flying  out  of 
the  town. 

At  this  place  the  Admiral  put  on  fhore  his 
Spaniih  prifoners,  and  an  old  Portuguefe  pilot, 
whom  he  hid  brought  from  the  Cape  de  Verd 
iflands,  and  then  departed  for  the  ifland  of 
Canno,  where  a  Spanifh  fhip  bound  for  the  Phi- 
lipine  Iflmds,  putting  ;n,  they  took  part  of. her 
merchandize,  and  difmified  her. 

Mr.  Drake  having  now  revenged  both  him- 
felf  and  his  country  on  the  Spaniards,  began  to 
think  of  the  b^ft  way  of  returning  to  England. 
To  return  by  the  {freights  of  Magellan,  (and  as 
yet  no  other  paflage  had  been  difcovered)  would, 
he  thought,  be  to  throw  himfelf  into  the  hands 
of  the  Spaniards :  he  therefore  determined  to 
fail  weft  ward,  to  the  Eaft  Indies,  and  fo  follow- 
ing the  Portuguese  courfe,  to  return  home  by  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope;  but  wanting  wind,  he 
was  obliged  to  fail  toward  the  north,  in  which 
courfe,  having  continued  at  leaft  fix  hundred 
leagues,  and  being  got  into  forty-three  degrees 
north  latitude,  they  found  it  intolerably  cold  ; 
upon  which  they  fleered  fouthwards,  till  they 
got  into  thirty-eight  degrees  north  latitude, 
where  they  difcovered  a  country,  which  from 
its  white  cliffs,  they  called  Nova  Albion, 
though  it  is  now  known  by  the  name  of  Cali- 
fornia. 

They  here  difcovered  a  bay,  which  entering 
with  a  favourable  gale,  they  found  feveral  huts, 
by  the  water  fide,  well  defended  from  the  fe ve- 
rity of  the  weather.  Going  on  fhore,  they  found 
a  fire  in  the  middle  of  each  houfe,  and  the  peo- 
ple lying  round  it  upon  rufhes.  The  men  go 
quite  naked,  but  the  women  have  a  deer  fkin 
over  their  fhoulders,  and  round  their  waifts  a 
covering  of  bull-ruihes,  drcflcd  after  the  man- 
ner of  hemp. 

Thefe  people  bringing  the  Admiral  a  prefent 
of  feathers,  and  cauls  of  net  work,  he  enter- 
tained them  fo  kindly  and  generoulily,  that  they 
were  extremely  pleafed :  and  foon  afterwards 
they  fent  him  a  prefent  of  feathers  and  bags  of 
tobacco  ;  a  number  of  them  corning  to  deliver 
it,  gathered  themfelves  together  at  the  top  of  a 
frail  hill,  from  the  higheft  point  of  which  one 
of  them  harangued  the  Admiral,  vvhofe  tent  was 
placed  at  the  bottom  •,  when  the  fpeech  was 
ended,  they  laid  down  their  arms,  and  came 
down,  offering  their  prefents  ;  at  the  fame  time 
returning  what  the  Admiral  had  given  them. 
The  women  remaining  on  the  hill,  tearing  their 
hair,  and  making  dreadful  howlings,  the  Ad- 
..1  fuppofed  them  engaged  in  offering  facri- 
fices,  and  thereupon  ordered  divine  fervice  to 
be  performed  in  his  tent,  at  which  thefe  people 
attended  with  aftonifhmenr. 

The  arrival  of  the  Englifh  at  California,  be- 
ing foon  known  through  the  country,  two  per- 
fons,  in  the  character  of  ambaf  ad  rs,  came  i  i 
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the  Admiral,  and  informed  him  in  the  bed  man- 
ner they  were  able,  that  their  King  would  yifit 
him,  if  he  might  be  allured  of  coming  in  fafety. 
Being  fatisfied  in  this  point,  a  numerous  com- 
pany loon  appeared,  in  the  front  of  which  was  a 
very  comely  perlbn,  bearing  a  kind  of  fceptre, 
on  which  hung  two  crowns,  and  three  chains  of 
a  oreat  length.  The  chains  were  made  of  bones, 
and  the  crowns  of  net  work,  curioufly  wrought 
with  feathers  of  many  colours. 

Next  to  the  fceptre  bearer  came  the  King,  a 
handfome,  majeftic  perfon,  furrounded  by  a 
number  of  tall  men,  drefled  in  fkins,  who  were 
followed  by  the  common  people,  who  to  make 
the  orander  appearance,  had  painted  their  faces 
of  various  colours,  and  all  of  them,  even  the 
children,  being  loaded  with  prefents. 

The  men  being  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle, 
the  Admiral  flood  ready  to  receive  the  King 
within  the  fences  of  his  tent.  The  company 
having  halted  at  a  diftance,  the  fceptre-bearer 
made  afpeech,  half  an  hour  long,  at  the  end 
of  which  he -began  finging  and  dancing,  in 
which  he  was  followed  by  the  king,  and  ail  the 
people ;  who,  continuing  to  fing  and  dance, 
came  quite  up  to  the  tent  •,  when  lilting  dov/n, 
the  King  took  off  his  crown  of  feathers,  placed 
it  on  the  Admiral's  head,  and  put  on  him  the 
other  enfigns  of  royalty  •,  and,  it  is  faid,  that 
he  made  him  a  iblemn  tender  of  his  whole  king- 
dom ;  all  which  the  Admiral  accepted,  in  the 
name  of  the  Queen,  his  fovert  ign,  in  hopes  that 
thefe  proceedings  might,  one  time  or  other, 
contribute  to  the  advantage  of  England. 

The  common  people  difperfing  themfelves  a- 
mong  the  Admiral's  tents,  profeffed  the  utmofl 
admiration  of,  andefteem  for  the  Englifh,  whom 
they  confidered  as  more  than  mortal ;  and  ac- 
cordingly prepared  to  offer  facrifices  to  them, 
which  the  Englifh  rejected  with  abhorrence,  di- 
recting them,  by  figns,  that  their  religious  wor- 
fhip  was  alone  due  to  the  Supreme  Maker  and 
Prelerver  of  all  things. 

The  Admiral  and  fome  of  his  people  travel- 
ling to  a  diftance  up  the  country,  law  fuch  a 
number  of  rabbits,  that  it  appeared  an  entire 
warren  :  they  aifo  faw  deer  in  fuch  plenty  as  to 
run  a  thoufand  in  a  herd.  The  earth  of  the 
country  feemed  to  promife  rich  veins  of  gold 
and  filver,  fome  of  the  oar  being  cor.ftantly 
found  upon  digging. 

The  Admiral,  at  his  departure,  fet  up  a  pil- 
lar with  a  large  plate  on  it,  on  which  was  en- 
graved, her  majefty's  name,  picture,  arms  and 
title  to  the  country  •,  together  with  the  Ad- 
miral's name,  and  the  time  of  his  arrival 
there. 

Sailing  from  hence,  they  loft  fight  of  land  till 
the  thirteenth  of  October,  when  they  faw  the  La- 
drones,  from  whence  came  off  a  great  number 
of  fmall  veftels,  laden  with  cocoas,  and  other 
fruit.  Thefe  veffels  on  the  outfide  were  fmooth 
and  fhining,  like  burnifhed  horn,  on  each  fide 
of  them  lay  two  pieces  of  wood,  and  the  infide 


*  The  laitcr  part  of  this  compliment  is  fo  far 
overftrained,  that  there  is  the  higheil  reafon  to  be- 
lieve  the  writer   of  the  voyage  introduced  it  to  pleafe 


was  adorned  with  white  fhells.  The  people 
that  came  in  thefe  boats  had  the  lower  part  of 
their  ears  cut  round,  and  drawn  down  by  the 
weiaht  of  pendants.     Their  nails  v.  vn 

to  a  full  inch  in  length.  Their  teeth  were  black 
as  jet,  by  the  conftant  chewing  of  a  herb  which 
they  carry  with  them. 

Thefe  people  at  firft  dealt  fairly,  but  foon  be- 
gan to  ileal  whatever  they  could  get  at,  ftill 
refufing  to  give  up  whatever  they  had  feized  ; 
whereupon  the  Englifh  determined  they  fhould 
come  no  more  on  board  •,  which  fo  enraged 
them  that  the  y  began  to  fling  flones  ;  but  a  gun 
being  fired,  they  leaped  into  the  water,  ant?" 
flickered  themfelves  under  their  vefllls,  till  the 
fhip  was  at  a  diftance,  and  then  putting  their 
boats  right,  they  made  the  beft  of  their  way  to 
the  (here. 

They  came  to  other  iflands,  which  appear- 
ed to  be  very  populous,  on  the  eighteenth,  and 
pafied  by  the  illands  of  Tagulada,  Zewarraand 
Zelon,  whofe  inhabitants  were  friends  to  the 
Portuguefe,  The  firft  of  thefe  illands  produces 
great  quantities  of  cinnamon. 

The  Admiral  held  on  his  rourfe  without  de- 
lay, and  on  the  fourth  of  Noven.ber  fell  in 
with  the  Moluccas,  and  propofing  to  fail  for 
Tirridore,  coafted  along  the  ifland  of  M.utyr, 
which  belongs  to  the  King  of  Ternate  ;  but  in 
their  way  they  met  his  viceroy,  who,  feeing  the 
Admiral's  fhip,  went  on  board  without  fear, 
and  ad.ifed  him  not  to  go  to  Tirridore,  but  fail 
directly  for  Ternate,  becaufe  his  matter,  who 
Was  an  enemy  to  the  Portuguefe,  would  not 
deal  with  him,  if  he  had  any  concerns  with  the 
people  of  Tirridore,  or  the  Portuguefe  who 
were  fettled  there. 

The  Admiral,  upon  this,  refolved  for  Ter- 
nate, and  coming  to  an  anchor  before  the  town 
early  the  next  morning,  his  firft  Hep  was  to 
fend  a  meffenger  to  the  King,  with  a  velvet 
cloak,  as  a  prefent,  and  to  affure  him,  that  his 
only  defign  in  coming  thither,  was,  to  exchange 
his  merchandize  for  fuch  provifions  as  the  ifland 
afforded. 

The  King  returned  a  kind  anfwer  to  the  Ad- 
miral, alluring  him  that  a  friendly  correfpon- 
dence  with  the  Englifli,  would  be  highly  agree- 
able to  him,  that  they  were  welcome  to  the  pro- 
duce of  his  kingdom,  which  together  with  him- 
felf  hefhould  be  proud  to  lay  at  the  feet  of  his 
royal  miftrefs,  and  acknowledge  her  for  his  fo- 
vereign.* 

The  king  having  determined  to  vifit  the  Ad- 
miral on  board  his  fhip,  lent  a  number  of  his 
molt  confidcrable  peopie  in  four  large  pleafure 
barges,  who  fat  under  a  "large  canopy  of  perfum- 
ed mats,  which  reached  from  one  end  of  the 
vcllels  to  the  other  ;  and  was  fupported  by  a 
frame  made  of  reeds.  They  were  all  drefled  in 
white,  and  attended  by  a  number  of  fervants 
cloathtd  in  the  fame  colour,  behind  whom  ftood 
feveral  ranks  of  foldiers,  and  on  each  fide  of  the 
veffel  were  the  rowers,  in  three  galleries  one 


Queen  Elizabeth,  who,  with  all  her  great  qualities,  was 
one  of  the  vainJt  women  in  the  world. 

above 
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above  another.  The  foldiers  were  furnifhed 
with  warlike  inftruments  of  various  kinds,  and 
well  accoutered. 

Coming  along  fide  the  Admiral,  they  payed 
their  refpects  in  great  order,  and  informed  him 
that  the  ki:  g  had  lent  them  to  conduct  him  into 
a  fafec  road,  than  that  he  was  in  at  prefent. 
The  king  himfelf,  attended  by  fix  grave  eld  men, 
came  foon  afterwards,  and  appeared  to  be  much 
delighted  with  the  Engiifh  raufic. 

The  Admiral  having  made  the  king  and  his 
principal  people  lome  valuable  prefents,  his  ma- 
jefly  took  his  leave,  promifmgtocome  on  board 
again  the  next  day  ;  and  that  evening  fent  him  a 
quantity  of  rice,  fowls,  fruit,  fugar,  and  other 
provifions.  The  king  did  not  go  aboard  the 
next  morning,  but  fent  his  brother  and  the  vice- 
roy to  invite  the  Admiral  on  fhore,  while  they 
were  to  remain  on  board  as  hoftages  for  his  fafe 
return.  The  Admiral  did  not  think  proper  to 
accept  the  invitation,  but  fent  fomeof  his  officers 
on  fhore,  detaining  only  the  viceroy  till  they 
came  back. 

They  were  received,  on  their  landing,  by 
another  of  the  king's  brothers,  and  feveral  per- 
fons  of  quality,  and  conducted  to  the  caftle  in 
great  Hate,  where  they  found  a  court  of  at  leaft 
a  thouland  perfons,  the  chief  of  whom  were  fixty 
elderly  men,  who  formed  the  council,  and  four 
envoys  from  Turkey  in  fcarlet  robes  and  tur- 
bans, who  were  there  to  negociate  matters  of 
trade  between  Conftantinople  and  Ternate. 
The  king  came  in  guarded  by  twelve  perfons 
bearing  lances,  while  a  large  canopy  of  gold 
cloth  was  borne  over  his  head.  He  was  co .  ered 
with  a  gold  tifiue ;  in  his  hair  were  fattened  a 
number  of  gold  rings  by  way  of  ornament,  and 
a  large  chain  of  the  fame  metal  hung  round  his 
neck  ;  his  legs  were  uncovered,  but  he  wore 
fhoes  of  a  kind  of  red  leather,  and  feveral  rings 
fet  with  jewels  on  his  fingers.  A  page  flood  at 
the  right  hand  of  his  chair  of  (late,  to  cool  him 
with  a  fan  two  feet  long,  and  one  broad,  curi- 
oufiy  adorned  with  faphires,  and  fattened  to  a 
flaff  three  feet  in  length. 

He  received  the  Engiifh  gentlemen  with  great 
kindnefs,  and  fent  one  of  his  council  to  conduct 
them  back  to  the  fhip.  He  is  a  powerful  prince, 
having  the  government  of  feventy  iflands,  befides 
Ternate,  which  is  the  chief  of  the  Moluccas. 
The  religion  of  the  country  is  Mahometanifm. 

Mr.  Drake  having  difpatched  all  his  bufinefs 
at  Ternate,  weighed  anchor,  and  failed  to  a  little 
ifland  fouth  of  the  Celebes,  where  they  ftaid 
twenty  fix  days,  in  order  to  repair  the  iron  work 
of  the  fhip. 

In  this  ifland  are  bats  as  big  as  hens,  and  a 
fort  of  land  crayfifh,  which  dig  holes  in  the 
earth  hke  rabbits,  and  are  fo  large,  that  one  of 
them  is  fufficient  to  dine  four  perfons.  Here 
they  obferved  a  fort  of  fhining  flies  in  great 
multitudes,  which  flying  up  and  down  between 
the  trees  and  bufhes  in  the  night,  make  them 
appear  as  if  they  were  on  fire.  The  whole 
ifland  is  covered  with  trees  that  are  very  high  and 
ftrait,  without  boughs,  except  at  the  top,  the 
leaves  of  which  are  like  Engiifh  broom. 

Setting  fail  from  hence,  they  ran    among  a 


number  of  fmall  iflands,  and  the  wind  putting 
about  fuddenly,  they  ran  upon  a  rock,  at  eight 
in  the  evening,  of  the  ninth  of  January  1579, 
and  fluck  faft  till  four  in  the  afternoon  of  the 
next  day.  In  this  extremity  they  lightened  the 
veffel,  by  taking  out  eight  pieces  of  ordnance, 
fome  provifions,  and  three  tons  of  cloves  •,  and 
the  wind  fuddenly  changing,  they  hoifted  fail, 
and  happily  got  off. 

On  the  eighth  of  February,  they  fell  in 
with  the  fruitful  ifland  of  Baretene,  the  people 
of  which  have  very  comely  perfons,  and  their 
punctuality  in  all  their  dealing,  and  civil  and 
courteous  behaviour  to  ftrangers  is  very  extra, 
ordinary.  The  men  have  a  covering  for  their 
heads  and  another  round  their  waift,  and  the 
women  are  clothed  from  the  middle  to  the  feet, 
befides  which  they  load  their  arms  with  eight 
bracelets,  made  of  bone,  brafs  or  horn,  the 
leaft  of  which  weighs  two  ounces. 

The  ifland  abounds  in  gold,  filver,  copper, 
fulphur,  nutmeg,  ginger,  long-pepper,  lemons, 
oranges,  cucumbers,  &c.  and  a  fort  of  fruit  re- 
fembling  a  bayberry,  hard,  but  of  a  pleafant 
tafte  -,  and  when  boiled,  fofr,  and  eafy  of  di- 
geftion. 

Leaving  Baretene,  they  failed  for  Java  Major, 
where  they  met  with  courteous  and  honourable 
entertainment.  The  ifland  is  governed  by  five 
kings,  who  live  in  perfect  friendfhip  with  each 
other,  They  had  once  four  of  their  Majefties 
on  fhip-board  at  a  time,  and  the  company  of 
tv/o  or  three  of  them  very  ofren. 

The  people  of  Java  are  flout  and  warlike, 
and  go  well  armed  with  daggers,  fwords,  and 
targets,  of  their  own  manufacture,  which  is 
very  curious.  They  are  fo  little  delicate  with 
regard  to  their  women,  that  they  offer  their 
wives  as  bedfellows  to  ftrangers.  Their  focia- 
blencfs  is  fuch,  that  in  each  village  they  have  a 
public  houfe,  to  which  each  perfon  carries 
fuch  provifion  as  he  has,  and  they  daily  join  to 
make  a  ftaft,  for  the  promotion  of  good  fel- 
low fhip. 

They  have  a  method  of  boiling  rice  peculiar 
tothemlelvts  5  they  put  it  into  an  earthen  pot, 
in  the  figure  of  a  fugar-loaf,  open  at  the 
greater  end,  and  perforated  all  over  ;  and  fixing 
this  in  a  large  earthen  pot  full  of  boiling- 
water,  the  rice  fwells  and  fills  the  holes  of  the 
pot,  fo  that  only  a  fmall  quantity  of  water  can 
enter  ;  by  this  method  the  rice  is  brought  to  a 
firm  confiftence,  and  at  length  caked  into  a  fort 
of  bread  ;  of  which,  with  butter,  oil,  fugar  and 
fpices,  they  make  a  very  pleafant  food. 

When  our  Adventurers  came  on  the  ifland, 
the  venereal  difeafe  prevailed  very  much,  which 
they  cured  by  expofing  the  body  feveral  hours 
to  the  fcorching  heat  of  the  fun,  thus  giving 
vent  to  the  diibrder  by  natural  peripiration. 
The  inhabitants  of  this  ifland  wear  turbans  on 
their  heads,  the  upper  part  of  the  body  is  naked, 
but  from  the  waift  downwards  they  are  co- 
vered with  a  piece  of  filk  which  trads  on  the 
ground. 

They  failed  from  hence  on  the  twenty  fixth  of 
March  •,  on  the  eighteenth  of  June,  they  doubled 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  on  the  twenty-fe- 
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cond  of  July  arrived  at  Sierra  Leona  on  the 
coaft  of  Guinea,  where  they  found  a  great  num- 
ber of  elephants,  and  faw  trees  on  the  fhore  with 
oyfters  hanging  to  them,  on  which  they  lived 
and  multiplied  ;  they  alio  found  lemons  in  plen- 
ty, with  which,  and  the  oyfters,  they  were 
greatly  refrefhed  after  their  fatigue  ;  having 
put  in  at  no  place  fince  they  left  Java.  They 
flayed  here  two  days  taking  in  wood,  water  and 
refrefhments,  when  failing  homewards,  they 
were  off"  the  Canaries  on  the  twenty-fixth  ;  but 
being  in  no  want  of  provifions,  they  held  on 
their  courfe  for  Plymouth,  where  they  arrived 
on  Monday  the  twenty  fixthof  September,  1580. 
but,  according  to  their  own  reckoning,  on  Sun- 
day the  twenty  fifth,    having   gone  round  the 


world,    in  two  years  ten    months,  and   a  few . 
days. 

On  the  fourth  of  April  15S r,  Queen  Eliza- 
beth dined  on  board  Admiral  Drake's  {hip  at 
Deptford  ;  and  after  dinner  conferred  on-  him 
the  honour  of  Knighthood,  telling  him,  at  the 
fame  time,  that  his  actions  did  him  more  honour 
than  his  title. 

The  fhip  was  preferved  many  years,  and  when 
it  was  decayed,  a  chair  was  made  from  fome 
fmall  remains  of  it,  which  is  ftiii  lhewn  as  a 
curiofuy  at  Oxford.  By  this  voyage  England 
acquired  the  honour  of  having  the  firft  com- 
mander in  chief,  who  had  Jailed  round  the 
world  ;     Magellan   having   been  killed  on   his 


voyage, 


as  before  related. 
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Borne  account  of  Mr.  Cavendifh ;  fails  to  Virginia,  and  returns;  fails  from  Harwich;  pro* 
ceeds  to  the  coaft  of  Guinea,  and  jrom  tbe?ice  to  the  Cape  de  Verd  IJlands;  account  of  the 
Patagonians;  diftrefes  of  fome  Spaniards;  they  Jack  the  town  of  Putt  a;  defer iption  of  the 
ifland  of  Puna;  the  Englijl)  plunder  it;  they  barn  the  town  of  Nativity  ;  make  the  coajl  of 
California;  take  an  Acapulco  Jhip  ;  the  people  of  the  ifle  of  Guam  defcribed;  arrive  among 
thePhillippine  ifiands  ;  defer  iption  of  feve*al  iflands;  they  fail  to  the  if  and  of  St.  Helena, 
which  is  defcribed,  and  from  thence  to  England. 


THOMAS  CAVENDISH  of  Tremley 
in  the  county  of  Suffolk,  Efquire,  was 
a  gentleman  of  a  confid«-rable  family, 
and  pofTeffed  a  large  eftate  near  Ipfwich.  He 
had  an  early  inclination  to  the  fea,  which  he  in- 
dulged on  his  coming  of  age,  by  converting  part 
of  his  eftate  into  money,  with  which  he  fitted 
out  a  ftout  vefiel,  of  one  hundred  and  twenty 
tons  burden,  which  he  called  the  Tyger,  and  in 
which  he  accompanied  Sir  Richard  Greenville 
in  his  voyage  to  Virginia  in  1585  ;  and  having 
encountered  many  dangers  and  difficulties,  with- 
out making  any  advantage,  they  returned  fafeto 
Falmouth  on  the  fixth  of  October  in  the  fame 
year. 

Having  in  this  voyage  feen  a  great  part  of  the 
Spanifh  Weft  Indies,  and  had  an  opportunity 
of  converfing  with  feveral  perfons  who  had  failed 
through  the  South  Seas  with  Sir  Francis  Drake, 
who  was  by  this  time  railed  to  the  head  of  his 
profeffion;  he  became  emulous  of  attempting 
a  like  voyage,  and  therefore  as  foon  as  he  re- 
turned home,  fold  or  mortgaged  a  part  of  his 
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eftate  to  raife  money  for  the  equipping  two 
fhips  proper  for  the  expedition  ;  and  fo  intent 
was  he  on  the  bufinefs,  that  in  lefs  than  a  month, 
his  carpenters  began  to  work  on  the  large  vef- 
fel,  and  his  little  fquadron  was  entirely  com- 
pleated,  and  properly  furniihed  in  lefs  than  half 
a  year. 

Having  provided  himfelf  with  fea  charts, 
maps,  draughts,  and  fuch  accounts  of  former 
voyages  as  he  could  procure,  and  having,  by 
means  of  his  patron,  Lord  Hunfdon,  then  Lord 
Chamberlain,  obtained  acommiffion  from  Queen 
Elizabeth,  he  embarked  at  Harwich,  on  the 
tenth  of  July  1586,  on  board  his  largeft  fhip, 
called  the  Defire,  burden  one  hundred  and  forty 
tons,  having  with  him  the  Content,  burden  fix- 
ty  tons,  and  a  bark,  called  the  Hugh  Gallant, 
of  forty  tons,  well  fupplied,  at  his  own  expence 
with  provifions  for  two  years,  and  manned  with 
one  hundred  and  twenty-fix  officers  andfailors. 

From  Harwich  he  fteered  to  Plymouth,  from 
whence  he  failed  on  the  twenty-fitch,  and  on  the 
next  day  fell  in  with  eight  fhips  from  Bifcay, 

one 
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one  of  which  attacked  the  Admiral*  but  meeting 
with  a  warm  reception,  fhe  fheered  off. 

On  the  fifth  of  Auguft,  they  fell  in  with  the 
ifhnd  of  Forteventura,  from  which  they  con- 
tinued their  voyage  to  cape  Blanco,  on  the  coaft 
Of  Guienne  ;  by  which  time  the  officers  and  men 
beginning  to  complain  much  of  the  fcurvy,  it 
was  determined  to  put  them  on  lhore,  as  foon  as 
opportunity  offered. 

On  the  twenty-fifth,  they  fell  in  with  thefouth 
fide  of  Sierra  Leona,  v\  here,  going  on  fhore, 
they  deftroyed  a  negro  town,  and  a  negro  killed 
one  of  their  men  with  a  poifoned  arrow 

On  the  third  of  September,  their  boat  went 
four  miles  up  the  harbour,  where  they  got  a 
great  many  lemons,  and  catched  a  large  quan- 
tity of  fifli,  and,  on  their  return,  faw  a  great 
number  of  buffaloes. 

They  left  the  harbour  of  Sierra  Leona  on  the 
fixth  of  September,  and  the  next  day  anchored 
at  two  miles  diftance  from  one  of  the  Cape  de 
Verd  iflands,  where,  going  afhore,  they  found 
an  Indian  town,  delertcd  by  its  inhabitants,  who 
had  left  a  confiderable  quantity  of  their  prov.fi- 
ons  behind  them.  This  ifland  was  an  entire 
wood,  except  in  fome  few  places  where  the 
houfes  ftood,  which  were  lurrounded  with  plan- 
tane  trees. 

They  departed  from  this  ifiand  on  the  tenth, 
and  on  the  laft  day  of  October,  failing  weft 
fouth  weft,  on  the  coaft  of  Brazil,  they  difco- 
vered  a  mountain,  with  a  high  round  top,  which, 
at  a  diftance,  refembled  a  town. 

On  the  fii  ft  of  November,  they  failed  in  be- 
tween the  town  of  Sebaftian  and  the  main  land  •, 
and,  going  on  fhore,  employed  themfelves  till 
the  twenty  third  of  the  month,  in  erecting  a 
forge,  building  a  pinnace,  and  repairing  the  da- 
mages of  their  fhips. 

They  arrived  at  a  harbour  on  the  coaft  of 
America  on  the  twenty  ieventh  of  November, 
which  the  Admiral  entering  firft,  called  Port 
Defire,  from  the  name  of  his  ftiip :  near  this 
harbour,  which  is  very  convenient,  they  found  a 
great  quantity  of  feals,  and  grey  gulls.  Going 
on  fhore,  the  lavages  wounded  two  of  the  failors 
with  their  arrows,  which  were  made  of  canes, 
and  headed  with  flints. 

Thefe  people  are  of  prodigious  ftature,  the 
length  of  one  of  their  feet  being  eighteen  inches, 
and  their  height  feven  feet  and  a  half.  When 
one  of  them  dies,  he  is  buried  in  a  tomb  formed 
of  ftones  by  the  fea  fide,  and  a  number  of  (hells 
laid  under  his  head.  When  the  Admiral  left 
the  place  he  called  them  Pategonians,  and  the 
account  of  them  agrees  tolerably  well  with  that 
of  Magellan. 

They  left  Port  Defire  on  the  twenty  eighth 
of  December,  and  continuing  a  courfe  fouth 
weft  and  by  fouth,  they  fell  in  with  a  great 
cape  on  the  third  of  January,  which  reaches  to 
the  opening  of  the  (freights  of  Magellan.  An- 
choring under  this  cape,  a  violent  ltorm  arofe, 
which  lading  three  days,  they  parted  from 
their  cable,  and  on  the  fixth  they  entered  the 
(freights,  which  were  in  fome  places  very  narrow, 
and  in  others  five  or  fix  leagues  wide.  On  the 
next   day  they  met  with   a  Spaniard,    who  in- 


formed them,  that  there  were  twenty-two  more 
of  the  fame  nation,  which  were  all  that  remain- 
ed of  four  hundred,  which  had  been  left  there 
three  years  before.  Thefe  Spaniards  (hewed 
them  the  hulk  of  a  fmall  bark,  fuppofed  to  be 
one  that  Admiral  Drake  had  left. 

On  the  eighth  they  anchored  at  Penguin  ifiand, 
fo  called  from  that  bird,  great  numbers  of 
which  they  killed  and  faked  •,  and  next  failed 
fouth  and  fouth  weft  to  a  place  built  by  the 
Spaniards,  called  Cividad  del  Rey  Felippe,  or 
King  Philip's  City,  which  had  four  forts  or 
baltions,  each  fort  having  one  piece  of  cannon, 
which  had  been  buried,  and  the  carriages  lefc 
(landing  ;  but  on  digging  for  thefe  pieces,  they 
round  them  all.  There  were  feveral  churches 
in  this  city,  which  was  admirably  fituated  as  to 
the  conveniences  of  wood  and  water. 

In  this  place,  which  the  Spaniards  had  built 
as  a  fortification  to  prevent  other  nations  from 
palling  into  the  South  Sea,  this  milerable  rem- 
nant of  that  nation  had  fubfifted  for  a  long 
time  paft,  on  nothing  but  a  few  (hell  fifh  ;  ex- 
cept fometimes,  by  accident,  they  had  the 
good  fortune  to  kill  a  deer,  which  came  from 
the  mountains  to  drink  -,  the  inclemency  of  the 
weather,  and  badnefs  of  the  climate,  together 
with  the  inroads  of  the  Indians,  having  deftroyed 
great  numbers  of  them,  and  all  their  provifions 
being  gone,  without  a  profped  of  a  fupply  from 
Spain,  they  came  to  the  refolution  of  abandon- 
ing the  town,  and  living  upon  fuch  fea  herbs 
and  roots  as  they  might  find  upon  the  coaft, 
together  with  what  animals  they  might  catch 
by  chance.  They  had  determined  to  proceed 
as  far  as  the  River  of  Plate,  when  the  Englifh 
met  them  in  their  miferable  progrefs. 

This  place,  from  the  fcarcity  of  all  kinds 
of  provifion,  the  Admiral  named  Port  Famine, 
from  whence  failing  five  leagues  they  came  to 
Cape  Froward,  which  is  the  lbuthermoft  part 
of  the  (treights,  and  lies  in  fifty-four  degrees 
fouth  latitude,  from  whence  they  departed, 
and  proceeding  five  leagues  farther,  reached  a 
bay,  which  from  the  great  quantity  of  muicles 
with  which  it  abounds,  they  called  Mufcle  Cove: 
and  going  thence  two  leagues  farther,  the  Ad- 
miral ordcied  the  boat  to  be  rowed  three  miles 
up  a  river,  on  the  borders  of  which  was  a  plea- 
fant  open  country,  inhabited  by  wild  ferocious 
lavages,  who  had  eaten  many  of  the  Spaniards, 
and  laid  a  plot  for  fome  of  the  Englifh,  which 
the  Admiral  difcovering,  ordered  his  men  to 
fire  at  them;  by  which  feveral  of  them  were 
killed. 

They  failed  hence  through  feveral  channels, 
and  frequently  fteering  different  courfes,  to  the 
mouth  of  the  (freights  opening  to  the  South  Sea  j 
which,  owing  to  contrary  winds,  and  the  bad- 
nefs of  the  weather,  they  did  not  reach  till  the 
twenty  third  of  February. 

They  entered  the  South  Sea  on  the  twenty- 
fourth  of  February,  and  on  the  firft  of  March 
in  a  great  ftorm  at  night,  they  loft  the  Hugh 
Gallant  at  about  forty-five  leagues  from  land, 
and  in  forty-nine  degrees  fouth  latitude.  The 
ftorm  continued  about  three  days,  during  which 
the    Hugh  Gallant  fprung  a  leak,  and  it  was 
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with  the  utmoft  difficulty  that  the  men  could 
keep  her  from  finking;  but  on  the  fifteenth  in 
the  morning,  (he  met  the  other  fhips  between 
the  ifland  of  St.  Mary  and  the  main  land.  The 
Admiral  and  the  Content  had  fecured  them- 
felves two  days  during  the  violence  of  the  ftorm 
at  the  ifle  of  Mocha,  in  thirty-eight  degrees 
fouth  latitude,  where  fome  of  the  company 
going  on  fhore,  well  armed,  were  attacked  by 
the  Indians  armed  with  bows  and  arrows. 

Thefe  Indians  were  of  the  diftrict  of  Aranco, 
which  being  a  country  abounding  in  gold,  had 
frequently  tempted  the  Spaniards  to  invade  it, 
but  they  were  as  conftantly  r-pelled  by  the 
Indians,  who,  miftaking  the  Engliih  for  Spa- 
niards, had  attacked  them  as  above  mentioned. 
The  failors  coming  on  board  after  the  fkirmifh, 
the  Admiral  failed  to  the  welt  fide  of  St.  Mary 
Ifland,  where  they  rode  at  fafety  in  fix  fathom 
water. 

This  ifland  abounds  in  divers  forts  of  fruit, 
hogs  and  poultry  •,  but  the  Indian  inhabitants, 
who  have  been  converted  to  chriftianity,  are 
abfolute  flaves  to  the*  Spaniards,  who  will  not 
permit  them  to  kill  a  fowl  or  a  hog  for  their 
own  ufe. 

The  Admiral  went  a(horeon  the  fixteenth,  at- 
tended by  eighty  men  well  armed,  and  were 
met  by  two  Indians,  who  treated  them  with 
great  refpect,  and  conducted  them  to  a  chapel 
built  by  the  Spaniards,  near  which  were  many 
ftorehoufes,  filled  with  wheat  and  barley,  equal 
in  goodnefs  to  that  of  England. 

The  Admiral  invited  thetwo  Indians  on  board, 
who  after  fome  time  perceiving  they  were  not 
among  Spaniards,  began  to  talk  much  about  the 
gold  mines,  intimating  by  figns,  that  if  they 
would  go  acrofs  the  country  to  Aranco,  they 
might  furnifh  themfelves  with  as  much  of  that 
metal  as  they  pleafed  ;  but  the  Admiral  did  not 
think  fit  to  go  in  fearch  of  it,  but  having  fup- 
plied  himfelf  with  a  good  ftock  of  corn,  hogs, 
fowls,  potatoes  and  dried  dog-fi(h,  determined 
to  continue  his  voyage. 

They  left  this  place  on  the  eighteenth,  and 
the  next  day  anchored  at  an  ifland  called  the 
Conception,  failing  from  whence,  they  came  to 
the  bay  of  Quintero  on  the  thirtieth,  and  on  the 
laft  of  the  month,  fifty  men  well  armed,  marched 
feveral  miles  up  the  country,  which  they  found 
well  flocked  with  wild  cattle,  horfes,  dogs, 
hares,  rabbits,  and  partridges  :  they  alfo  faw 
feveral  rivers,  near  which  were  great  quantities 
of  wild  fowl.  Having  travelled  as  far  as  the 
mountains,  they  refrefhed  themfelves  on  the 
banks  of  a  pleafant  river,  and  returned  to  their 
fhips  at  night. 

A  party  of  two  hundred  Spanifli  horfe  were 
after  them  that  day,  but  having  feen,  would  not 
venture  to  attack  them  ;  but  on  the  firft  of  A- 
pril  while  the  Englifh  were  on  fhore  filling  water, 
the  Spaniards  poured  down  two  hundred  horfe 
from  the  hills,  upon  them,  who  killed  feveral  of 
them,  and  took  a  few  prifoners  ;  but  a  reinforce- 
ment of  fifteen  Englifh  coming  up,  refcued  their 
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companions,  killed  twenty -four  of  the  Spaniards, 
and  drove  the  reft  to  the  mountains;  after  which 
they  continued  taking  in  water  unmolefted  for 
four  days,  and  then  put  off  to  an  ifland  at  the 
dillance  of  a  league,  which  abounded  with  pen- 
guins and  other  fowl,  with  which  having  plenti- 
fully (locked  themfelves,  they  continued  their 
voyage  north  and  north  weft. 

On  the  fifteenth,  they  arrived  at  an  excellent 
harbour  called  Moro  Moreno,  which  is  lb  formed 
by  the  fituation  of  an  ifland,  as  to  admit  a  (hip 
at  either  end  of  it.  At  this  place,  the  Admiral 
went  on  fhore  with  thirty  of  his  men,  and  was 
plentifully  fupplied  with  wood  and  water,  by 
the  Indians,  who  brought  it  on  their  backs. 

Thefe  harmlefs  people  lived  in  a  very  wild 
manner,  but  were  greatly  in  fubjedtion  to  the 
Spaniards.  They  conducted  the  Admiral  and 
his  company  to  their  houfes,  which  were  about 
two  miles  from  the  harbour,  and  compofed  of 
two  or  three  forked  (ticks,  ituck  in  the  ground, 
a  few  rafters  being  laid  acrofs  from  one  to  the 
other;  and  the  whole  covered  with  boughs. 
They  fed  on  ftinking  filh,  and  their  beds  were 
the  fkins  of  wild  bealts,  fpreadon  the  floor. 

When  any  of  thefe  Indians  die,  all  their  ef- 
fects, including  their  bows,  arrows,  and  even 
their  canoes,  are  buried  with  them.  Thefe  ca- 
noes are  made  with  fkins  like  bladders,  which 
being  blowed  up  with  quills,  at  one  end,  two  of 
them  are  fattened  together  with  the  finews  of  a 
wild  bead,  and  then  put  into  the  water  :  and  in 
thefe  veflels  they  venture  to  fea,  loading  them 
with  fifh,  a  part  of  which  they  keep  till  it  ftinks 
for  their  own  eating,  and  the  reft  is  paid  as 
tribute  to  the  Spaniards. 

Leaving  Moro  Moreno,  they  failed  till  the 
third  of  May,  and  then  anchored  in  a  bay,  near 
three  fmall  towns,  in  about  thirteen  degrees 
fouth  latitude,  called  Pifca,  Chincha,  and  Pa- 
racca,  where,  going  on  fhore,  they  found  fome 
houfes  deferred  by  the  inhabitants,  where  they 
fupplied  themfelves  with  wine,  bread,  figs  and 
poultry  ;  but  the  fea  ran  fo  high  that  they  could 
not  get  on  fhore  at  Paracca,  which  was  the  prin- 
cipal place.  They  here  found  two  fhips  ladeio 
with  fugar,  melafles,  maize,  cordovan  (kins, 
and  other  effects  ;  out  of  which  they  took  what 
they  chofe,  put  the  people  on  fhore,  and  burnt 
the  veffels.  It  was  judged  that  the  cargo  of  one 
of  thefe  fhips  would  have  yielded  them  twenty 
thoufand  pounds,  had  they  had  a  proper  market 
for  it. 

Sailing  hence  they  came  on  the  twenty-fixth  to 
the  road  of  Paita,*  the  town  of  which  name  is  a 
neat  well  built  place,  containing  about  two 
hundred  houfes.  The  Admiral  landing,  with 
feventy  men,  drove  the  inhabitants  to  the  hills, 
from  whence  they  played  their  fmall  (hot  upon 
them,  but  would  not  come  to  clofe  quarters  ; 
whereupon  the  Engliih,  having  poffefied  them- 
felves of  the  town,  marched  after  them  up  the 
hills,  completely  routed  them,  and  brought  back 
many  of  their  effects,  which  they  had  hid  among 
the  mountains.  Havingfeized  twenty-five  pounds 
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weight  of  filverin  pieces  of  eight,  they  fet  fire 
to  the  town,  and  to  a  veflel,  which  lay  in  the 
harbour,  and  embarked  while  the  place  was  in 
flames. 

From  hence  they  failed  to  Puna,  an  ifland  in 
one  degree  fouth  latitude,  where  finding  a  fhip 
of  two  hundred  and  fifty  tons  burthen,  in  the 
harbour,  they  funk  her  and  went  afhore. 

Puna  was  governed  by  a  cacique,  who  was 
born  an  Indian,  but  having  married  a  Spanifh 
woman,  changed  his  religion,  and  obliged  his 
people  to  follow  his  example.  The  Indians  of 
tiiis  ifland  are  conftantly  employed  in  making 
cables  •,  and  veflels  ufing  the  fouth  fea  are 
chiefly  fupplied  from  hence.  The  cacique  had 
an  elegant  pa'ace  near  the  (bore,  commanding 
an  ejctenfive  profpedl  both  by  fea  and  land.  He 
had  alfo  curious  gardtns  and  orchards,  abound- 
ing in  oranges,  lemons,  figs,  pomegranates,  me- 
lons, cucumbers,  radifl)cs,rofemary,  thyme,  &c. 

One  of  the  gardens  was  planted  with  cotton- 
trees,  the  tops  of  which  are  full  of  pods  out  of 
which  the  cotton  grows.  In  the  cotton  lies  a 
feed  about  the  fize  of  a  pea,  and  in  every  pod 
there  are  feven  or  eight  of  thefe  feeds,  which,  if 
the  cotton  be  not  gathered  when  ripe,  take  root 
and  produce  a  new  plant. 

In  this  ifland,  wrichis  near  as  large  as  the 
Ifle  of  Wight,  there  is  plenty  of  good  paflure 
land,  and  the  place  abounds  in  horfes,  oxen, 
fheep,  and  tame  goats,  which  yeild  abundance 
of  mik  •,  befides  fowls,  ducks,  turkies  and  pi- 
geons of  a  very  large  fize. 

The  cacique  having  removed  the  valuable 
furniture  of  his  palace,  and  other  effects,  to  a 
neighbouring  ifland  ;  the  Admiral  went  thereon 
the  twenty-ninth,  and  feizing  what  he  thought 
proper,  had  it  conveyed  on  board  the  fhips. 
They  alfo  burnt  the  church,  and  took  away  five 
bells,  which  were  in  it.  The  Englifh  were  at- 
tacked on  the  fecond  of  June  by  a  hundred  Spa- 
niards, who,  with  the  lols  of  forty-fix  of  their 
own  men,  killed  and  took  priloners  about  twelve 
of  them  ;  but  feventy  failors  going  on  lhore  the 
fame  day,  attacked  and  routed  one  hundred 
Spaniards  armed  with  mufkets,  and  two  hundred 
Indians  with  bows  and  arrows  ;  and  _then,  de- 
ftroying  their  orchards,  they  burnt  four  large 
fbips  upon  the  (locks,  together  with  the  town, 
which  confifted  of  three  hundred  houfes,  which 
they  reduced  to  a  heap  of  rubbifh. 

They  left,  the  road  of  Puna,  on  the  fifth  of 
June,  and  pafl'ed  the  line  on  the  twelfth.  Sail- 
ing a  northerly  courfe  during  the  reft  of  the 
month. 

On  the  firft  of  July,  they  had  a  fight  of 
New  Spain,  at  the  diftance  of  four  leagues 
from  land  ;  and  on  the  ninth  took  a  new 
fhip  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  tons,  which 
having  rifled  and  taken  her  pilot,  one  Sancius, 
and  the  crew  on  board,  they  let  on  fire  ;  and  the 
next  day  they  took  a  bark,  which  was  deftined 
to  give  intelligence  of  their  arrival  along  the 
coali :   but  her  men  had  abandoned  her. 

On  the  twenty-fixth,  they  anchored  in  the  ri- 
ver Copalita,  and  in  the  evening,  thirty  men,  in 
the  pinnace,  went  to  Agatulco,  a  town  at  two 
leagues  diftance,  on  which  they  made  a  defcent, 
and  burnt  it,  together  with  the  cuftom   houfe, 


in  which  was  contained  fix  hundred  bags  of 
anife,  an  ingredient  ufed  for  the  dying  of  cloth, 
worth  twenty-four  thoufand  crowns  ;  and  four 
hundred  bags  of  cacaos,  valued  at  four  thoufand 
pounds.  Thefe  cacaos  were  fomething  like  al- 
monds, and  afforded  both  meat  and  drink  to 
the  inhabitants,  and  were  alfo  paid  as  money, 
one  hundred  and  fifty  of  them  being  valued  a:  a 
rial  of  plate. 

On  the  twenty  eighth,  the  fea  running  fo  high 
that  they  could  not  take  in  water  at  Copalita,  the 
fhip  filled  to  Agatulco,  which  fhe  reached  the 
fame  evening  ;  and  the  next  day  the  Admiral 
going  on  lhore,  with  thirty  men,  proceeded  two- 
miles  into  the  woods,  where  they  found  aperfon 
belonging  to  the  cuftom  houfe,  who  had  a  con- 
fiderable  quantity  of  goeds  with  him,  which,  to- 
gether with  the  man,  they  fent  on  board  the 
fhips. 

On  the  twenty  fourth  of  Auguft  the  Admiral 
and  thirty  men  went  in  the  pinnace  to  Port  Nati- 
vity, in  nineteen  degrees  north  latitude,  where 
Sanciu0,  the  pilot  of  the  former  fhip  they  had 
taken,  had  informed  him  that  a  rich  prize  would 
be  found ;  but  before  their  arrival,  fhe  was  failed 
twelve  leagues  farther,  to  fifn  for  pearls  •,  but 
they  took  a  mulatto,  that  had  been  fent  to  give 
notice  of  their  arrival  along  the  coaftof  Neuva 
Gallicia,  and  having  burnt  the  town  of  Nativity, 
with  two  veflels  of  two  hundred  tons  burden  that 
were  on  the  flocks,  they  returned  to  their 
fhips. 

On  the  twenty-fixth  they  failed  into  the  bay 
of  St.  Jago,  where  having  watered,  catched  a 
confiderable  quantity  of  filh,  and  taken  fome 
pearls,  they  left  it  on  the  fecond  of  September, 
and  next  day  failed  a  league  to  the  weftward  of 
Port  Nativity,  into  the  bay  of  Malacca,  where 
the  Admiral  and  about  thirty  of  his  men  went 
afhore  to  a  little  Indian  town,  called  Acatlan, 
confifting  of  .upwards  of  twenty  houfes  and  a 
church,  to  which  they  fet  fire,  and  went  aboard 
again  in  the  night. 

They  left  the  bay  of  Malacca  on  the  fourth, 
and  failing  along  the  coaft  with  a  fair  wind,  ar- 
rived in  the  road  of  Chacalla,  four  days  after- 
wards. 

On  the  day  after  their  arrival  the  Admiral  fent 
forty  men,  with  the  pilot  (Sancius)  as  a  guide, 
through  the  woods  into  the  country,  where  they 
found  a  few  Indian  and  Spanifh  families,  and 
one  of  Portuguefe  •,  all  of  whom  they  make 
prifoners  and  carried  on  board  the  fhips.  The 
Admiral  employed  the  women  to  fetch  plan- 
tanes,  lemons,  oranges,  and  other  fruit  on 
board,  and  as  a  reward  of  their  induflry,  dis- 
charged all  their  hufbands,  except  Diego,  a 
Portuguefe,  and  Sembrano  a  Spanifli  carpen- 
ter. 

On  the  twenty-fourth,  they  came  into  the  road 
of  Maflatlan,  which  lies  under  the  tropic  of  can- 
cer, where  they  found  plenty  of  fine  fifh,  and 
the  adjacent  country  abounded  with  fruit. 

They  left  Maflatlan  on  the  twenty- feventh, 
and  put  in  at  an  ifland  a  league  to  the  north- 
ward, where  they  cleaned  their  fhips,  and  new- 
built  their  pinnace :  being  now  in  much  want 
of  water,  one  Flores,  a  Spanifh  prifoner,  ad- 
vifed  them  to  dig  in  the  fand,  and,  at  the  depth 
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of  three  feet,  they  found  a  fufficient  quantity  for 
their  ufe. 

They  failed  from  this  idand  on  the  ninth  of 
October,  and  on  the  fourteenth  fell  in  with 
cape  St.  Lucar,  on  the  weft  point  of  California, 
a  place,  which,  as  Sir  Francis  Drake's  people 
had  obferved  before,  exactly  relemblcs  the 
Needles  at  thelfle  of  Wight.  A  fine  bay,  cal- 
led by  the  Spaniards,  Aguada  Segura,  the  banks 
of  which  are  inhabited  by  a  great  number  of 
Indians,  during  the  fummer  feafon,  is  fituated 
within  this  cape.  At  this  place  they  watered, 
and  waited  for  the  Acapulco  fhip,  till  the  fourth 
of  November,  on  which  day,  in  the  morning, 
one  of  the  Admiral's  crew,  going  up  the  top- 
mad,  fpied  a  veiTel  bearing  in  from  the  fea  with 
the  cape,  on  which  he  cried  out,  "  A  fail !  a 
fail!" 

Every  thing  being  immediately  prepared,  the 
Admiral  chafed  her  near  four  hours,  when  com- 
ing up  with  her,  he  faluted  her  with  a  broad- 
fide,  and  a  volley  of  fmall  fhot ;  Ihe  appeared  to 
be  the  St.  Anne,  a  Spanifh  veiTel,  of  feven 
hundred  tons  burthen  ;  and  fome  of  the  Ad- 
miral's people  immediately  boarding  her,  found 
the  crew  provided  with  javelens,  targets  and 
great  ltones,  with  which  the  Spaniards  attacked 
them,  and  forced  them  to  retire,  with  the  lofs 
of  two  men  killed,  and  feveral  wounded  ;  but 
the  Admiral  gave  them  a  fecond  falute,  with 
his  great  and  fmall  arms,  by  which  a  great  num- 
ber were  killed,  but  they  ftill  continued  fight- 
ing, till  a  third  broadfide  obliged  them  to  yield 
or  fink  ;  whereupon  they  hung  out  a  flag  of 
truce,  (truck  their  fails,  and  the  captain,  pilot, 
and  a  principal  merchant,  came  on  board  the 
Admiral. 

This  prize  contained  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
two  thoufand  pezoes  of  gold,  befides  great 
quantities  of  rich  filks,  fattins,  damafkand  mufk, 
and  a  good  ftock  of  provifions. 

Having  obtained  this  rich  prize,  they  put  in- 
to the  harbour  of  Puerto  Seguro,  on  the  fixth 
of  November,  where  the  Admiral  fet  all  the 
prifoners  on  fhore,  to  the  number  of  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty,  giving  them  wine,  provifions, 
and  the  fails  of  their  fhip,  with  planks  to  build 
them  houfes. 

The  prifoners  being  thus  difpofed  of,  they 
began  to  divide  the  booty,  when  the  avarice  of 
fome  of  the  failors  caufed  a  confiderable  dif- 
turbance,  which  threatened  a  mutiny  ;  but  the 
candid  and  generous  behaviour  of  the  Admiral 
at  length  compromifed  all  differences. 

The  Admiral  referved  of  the  prifoners  of  the 
St.  Anne,  two  Japanefe  boys,  three  that  were 
born  on  the  ifland  of  Manilla,  a  Portuguefe  who 
had  vifited  China  and  Japan,  and  a  Spanifh  pi- 
lot, who  was  well  acquainted  with  the  feas  be- 
tween Acapulco  and  New  Spain,  and  the  La- 
drone  Iflands. 

On  the  nineteenth  of  November,  the  Admi- 
ral having  made  a  prefent  to  the  captain  of  the 
St.  Anne,  put  him  on  fhore  with  arms  to  de- 
fend himfelf  againft  the  Indians;  and  then  burnt 
the  fhip,  with  five  hundred  tons  of  goods  in  her ; 
waiting  till  he  faw  her  dcftroyed  quite  down  to 
the  edge  of  the  water.  This  being  done,  they 
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propofed  to  fail  for  England  ;  and  at  this  time 
had  the  misfortune  to  lofe  the  Content,  which 
remaining  behind  them  fome  little  time  in  the 
road,  they  failed  on,  expecting  die  would  over- 
take them  ;  but  they  never  faw  her  again. 

They  now  directed  their  courfe  to  the  La- 
drones,  which  held  them  till  the  third  of  Ja- 
nuary, when,  early  in  the  morning,  they  had 
fight  of  one  of  them,  called  Guam,  and  failing 
on  with  a  gentle  gale,  came  within  two  leagues 
of  the  idand,  when  fixty  or  feventy  canoes,  fil- 
led with  favages,  came  off  to  the  fhips,  bringing 
fredi  fifh,  cocoas,  plantanes  and  potatoes,  to 
exchange  with  the  failors,  who  gave  them 
pieces  of  old  iron  in  return.  Thefe  bits  of  iron 
they  fattened  to  cords  and  fidiing  lines,  which 
they  threw  over  the  fliip's  fide  to  the  canoes, 
and  received  back  the  provifions  by  the  fame 
conveyance. 

Thefe  favages  crowded  about  the  diip  in  fuch 
a  manner,  that  twu  of  their  canoes  were  broke 
to  pieces,  but  the  people  diving  efcaped  un- 
hurt; and  they  would  not  leave  the  fhip  at  laft, 
till  fome  fmall  arms  were  fired  at  them.  They 
were  very  lufty  men,  of  a  tawny  colour,  re- 
markably fat  ;  mod  of  them  wore  their  hair 
very  long,  but  fome  of  them  tied  it  up  in  knots 
on  the  crown  of  the  head. 

Their  canoes  were  made  of  rafts  of  canes, 
were  feven  or  eight  yards  in  length,  and  half  a 
yard  in  breadth,  furnifhed  with  fquare  or  tri- 
angular fails,  made  of  fedges,  both  head  and 
ftern  of  the  veffel  being  alike,  and  failing  e- 
qually  with  or  againft  the  wind. 

Sailing  hence,  they  fell  in  with  the  headland 
of  the  Philippine  idands,  called  Cabadrl  Spirito 
Santo,  at  day-break,  on  the  fourteenth  of  January. 
The  idand  is  large,  high  in  the  middle,  run- 
ning a  great  way  in;o  the  fea  weftward.  It  is 
one  hundred  leagues  from  Guam,  and  fixty 
from  Manilla,  which  is  the  chief  of  the  Philip- 
pines, and  inhabited  by  fix  or  feven  hundred 
Spaniards.  The  place  has  no  great  ftrength, 
but  is  immenfely  rich  in  gold  and  other  valua- 
able  commodities.  It  has  a  conftant  annual  cor- 
refpondence  with  Acapulco,  and  employs  twen- 
ty or  thirty  diips  to  trade  to  China  with  the  San- 
gueloes,  who  are  Chinefe  merchants,  extreme 
good  mechanics,  and  the  beft  embroiderers  in 
iilk  and  fattin  in  the  world. 

The  people  of  Manilla  are  great  gainers  by 
their  trade  with  the  Sang-ueloes,  who  fend  oreat 
quantities  of  gold  thither,  and  exchange  it  for 
an  equal  weight  of  filver. 

On  the  next  day,  they  fell  in  with  the  idand 
of  Capul,  paffing  a  very  narrow  ftreight  be- 
tween that  idand  and  another.  Coming  to  an 
anchor  in  four  fathom  water,  within  a  cable's 
length  of  the  fhore,  a  canoe  came  up  to  them,  in 
which  was  one  of  feven  caciques,  who  are  joint 
governors  of  the  idand.  They  pafled  for  Spa- 
niards with  thefe  people,  who  brought  them 
provifions,  exchanging  a  quantity  of  potatoes, 
or  four  cocoas,  for  a  yard  of  fine  cloth.  The 
cacique  coming  on  board,  they  detained  him, 
and  defired  by  figns  that  he  would  fend  for  his  fix 
brother  caciques;  whereupon  the  fervants,  who 
managed  the  canoe,  went  for  them,  and  they 
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quickly  carre  with  a  great  number  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  ifland,  bringing  with  them  hogs, 
poultry,  cocoas  and  potatoes ;  fo  that  the  fail- 
ors  were  fully  employed  in  exchanging,  which 
thev  did  at  the  Spanilh  rate,  giving  eight  rials 
of  plate  for  a  hog,  and  one  for  a  fowl.  The 
pilot,  whom  they  took  on  board  the  St.  Anne, 
having  laid  a  plot  to  betray  them  to  the  Spa- 
niards, was  hanged  at  this  place. 

The  people  of  this  ifland  are  of  a  tawny  com- 
plexion, go  almoft  naked,  worfhip  the  devil, 
and  pra&ile  the  rite  of  circumcifion. 
.  The  people  of  this,  and  feveral  other  neigh- 
bouring iflands,  having  paid  tribute  to  the  En- 
lifh,  on  a  iuppofition  that  they  were  Spaniards, 
the  Admiral  iummoned  all  the  caciques  on  the 
twenty  third,  and  acquainting  them  that  they 
were  EngHfh,  and  the  mortal  foes  of  the  Spa- 
niards, at  the  fame  time  paying  them  in  money 
for  the  hogs,  and  other  provifions,  which  he  had 
received  as  tribute. 

The  caciques  admired  the  Admiral's  genero- 
fity,  and  promifed  to  afiift  him  with  all  their 
forces,  if  he  would  make  war  upon  the  Spa- 
niards. At  their  departure,  the  Admiral  fired 
a  gun,  in  compliment  to  them,  after  they  had 
feveral  times  rowed  round  his  Ihip,  to  afford 
him  diverfion. 

On  the  next  morning,  June  the  twenty-fourth, 
they  let  fail,  fleering  north  weft  by  feveral 
iflands,  where  the  Spaniards  having  been  alarm- 
ed, kept  fires  and  a  ftrift  watch  all  night,  conti- 
nually difcharging  their  pieces.  They  pafled 
the  ifland  of  Panama,  which  is  a  plain  level  coun- 
try, abounding  in  tall  trees,  proper  for  making 
mails  of  fhips,  and  having  feveral  mines  of  fine 
gold,  which  are  in  pofieffion  of  the  Indians. 
To  the  fouthward  of  this,  in  nine  degrees  north 
latitude  lies  the  large  ifland  of  negroes,  a  low 
and  fruitful  country,  where  the  natives  maintain 
their  independency.  At  fix  in  the  morning 
on  the  twenty  ninth  of  June,  they  pafled  through 
the  ft  rait  between  Panama  and  the  negro  ifland. 

They  met  with  nothing  remarkable  from  this 
time,  till  the  firft  of  March  following,  when 
having  pafled  the  flreights  of  Java  Major,  and 
Minor,  they  came  to  an  anchor  on  the  fouth 
weft  of  Java  Major,  where  they  favv  people 
fi.hing  in  a  bay  under  the  ifland,  to  whom  the 
Admiral  fent  out  a  boat  with  a  Negro,  who 
could  fpeak  the  Morefco  tongue,  which  is  much 
ufed  at  Java ;  but  the  people  being  frightened 
ran  away  into  the  woods,  but  one  of  them  af- 
terwards venturing  to  the  fea-fide,  the  Negro 
told  him  that  it  was  expected  they  would  find 
frefh  water  for  the  ufe  of  the  Ihip  ;  and  defired 
to  be  conducted  to  the  King  ;  whom,  having 
found,  he  acquainted  him  that  the  admiral 
was'come  thither  to  traffic  for  provifions,  or  any 
valuable  commodities  the  ifland  afforded. 

On  the  twelfth  day  of  the  month,  ten  of  the 
King's  canoes  came  off*  to  the  Admiral  laden 
with  oxen,  hogs,  poultry,  geefe,  eggs,  fugar, 
cocoas,  plantanes,  oranges,  lemons,  wine  and 
aqua  vitas.  Two  Porcuguefe  who  were  on  the 
ifland,  came  on  board,  and  gave  them  a  full 
account  of  the  manners  and  cuftoms  of  the. 
inhabitants. 


They  faid  that  the  king  was  an  abfolute 
monarch,  having  power  over  the  lives  and  all 
the  actions  of  his  fubjefts.  That  he  had  an 
hundred  wives  and  his  fons  fifty.  That  on  the 
death  of  the  King  his  body  is  burnt,  and  his 
allies  depofited  in  an  urn-,  and  five  days  after- 
wards, his  wives  go  to  an  appointed  place, 
where  the  favourite  wife  throws  a  ball  out  of 
her  hand,  and  where  it  refts  is  to  be  the  place 
of  their  death  •,  to  which  they  all  repair,  and 
turning  their  faces  to  the  eaft,  they  ftab  them- 
felves  to  the  heart  with  daggers,  and  dip- 
ping their  hands  in  their  own  blood,  befmear 
their  bodies  with  it,  and  in  that  condition  ex- 
pire. 

The  men  of  this  ifland  are  excellent  foldiers, 
hardy  and  valiant  in  the  higheft  degree,  and 
fo  devoted  to  their  fovereign,  that  mould  he 
command  them  to  leap  off-  a  precipice,  or  plunge 
a  dagger  into  their  breafts,  he  would  be  in- 
ftantly  obeyed  •,  and  indeed  this  is  the  lefs  to 
be  wondered  at,  as  an  immediate  death  would 
be  the  confequence>of  their  difobedience.  The 
people  of  Java  are  of  a  tawny  completion  and 
go  naked. 

The  Admiral  having  paid  them  for  the  pro- 
vifions they  brought  him,  failed  on  the  fixteenth 
of  March  for  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  on 
the  eleventh  of  May,  one  of  the  company  fpied 
land,  bearing  north  and  north  weft,  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  above  forty  leagues;  but  being  be- 
calmed on  the  two  following  days,  they  could 
not  get  near  enough  to  be  certain  what  land  it 
was;  bur  on  the  fourteenth  they  found  it  to  be 
Cape  Fallb,  from  which  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  bears  weft  and  by  fouth  at  near  fifty 
leagues  diftance.  On  the  fixteenth  they  faw  the 
Cape  of  good  Hope,  which  by  their  reckoning 
appeared  to  be  one  thoufand  eight  hundred  and 
fifty  leagues  from  Java. 

On  the  eighth  of  June  they  came  within  fight 
of  the  ifland  of  St.  Helena,  at  the  diftance  of 
eight  leagues,  but  having  little  wind,  could 
not  reach  it  till  the  next  day,  when  they  came 
to  an  anchor  near  the  fliore,  in  twelve  fathom 
water.  Going  on  fhore  they  entered  the  church, 
which  was.  hung  with  painted  cloths;  having 
an  altar  with  a  picture  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  and 
the  ftory  of  the  crucifixion.  This  church  ftands 
in  a  valley,  fo  filled  with  fruit  trees,  and  ex- 
cellent plants,  that  it  appears  like  a  well  culti— 
tivated  garden,  adorned  with  long-lemon, 
orange,  citron,  pomgranate,  date,  and  fig-trees ; 
prefenting  the  eye  with  bloflbms  and  green  and 
ripe  fruit,  all  at  the  fame  time.  The  trees  are 
kept  cut  in  a  curious  manner,  and  every  where 
fhading  the  walks,  afford  an  agreeable  retreat 
from  the  heat  of  the  fun.  A  fine  fpring  rifing 
at  a  diftance,  divides  itfeif  into  a  great  number 
of  beautiful  rivulets,  which,  wandering  through 
d  ffcrent  parts  of  the  valley,  waters  the  trees  and 
plants. 

The  ifland  affords  great  plenty  of  partridges 
and  pheafants,  larger  than  thofe  of  England, 
and  black  and  white  turkies,  whofe  eggs  are 
quite  white:  there  are  alio  plenty  of  cabritos 
wild  goats,  which  are  near  as    lar^e    as  an 


or 


afs,  have  a  main  like  that  of  a  horfe,  and  a  beard 
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that  reaches  down  to  the  ground.  Thefe  goats 
lives  chiefly  upon  the  mountains  which  alfo  a- 
bound  in  large  herds  of  wild  fwine. 

Having  taken  on  board  what  neceflaries  they 
wanted,  they  failed  for  England  on  the  twen- 
tieth of  June,  and  on  the  third  of  September 
they  met  with  a  Flemifh  veflel,  from  Lifbon, 
by  which  they  learnt  the  agreeable  news  of  the 


total  defeat  of  the  Spanifh  Armada.  On  the 
ninth  of  September,  after  a  violent  ftorm, 
which  carried  away  the  greater  part  of  their  fails, 
they  arrived  at, Plymouth,  from  which  they  had 
been  abfent  two  years,  and  fomething  lefs  than 
two  months  •,  andfoon  afterwards  Mr.  Cavendilh 
received  the  honour  of  knighthood  from  Queen 
Elizabeth. 
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(Being  the  Firft  attempted  by  the  Dutch.) 


The  flsips  fail  from  Goeree  ;  arrive  at  Prince's  IJland,  where  feme  of  the  men  are  dejiroyed 
by  the  perfidy  of  the  Portuguefe;  account  of the  J'avages  inhabiting  the  freights  of  Magellan; 
they  cruize  on  the  coaf  of  Chili;  account  of  the  Indians  in  thofe  parts  ;  they  fail  to  the 
Philippines,  engage  the  Spaniards  off  Manilla,  and  fink  their  Admiral;  arrive  at  Borneo,  and 
trade  with  the  inhabitants  ;  defer iption  of  the  ijland  of  Borneo ;  defer iption  of  Bantam;  their 
Jafe  arrival  at  Rotterdam. 


SEVERAL    eminent    Dutch    merchants 
about  the  beginning  of  the  year  1598, 
formed  a  defign  of  fending  fome  flout 
vefiels  through  the  ftreights  of  Magellan,  to 
cruize  on  the  Spaniards  in  the  fouthfeas,  to  which 
they  were  chiefly  induced  by  the  reports  of  many 
Englifh   feamen,  who  had  ferved  under  Drake, 
Cavendilh  and  others.     As   the  fuccefs  of  the 
enterprize  depended  in  a  great  meafure  on  the 
capacity  of  the  Admiral  •,  Oliver  Van  Noort, 
a  native  of  Utrecht,  a  man  in  the  flower   of 
his  age,  was  pitched  upon  to  take  charge  of 
the  expedition.  Two  ftout  veflels,  the  Maurice, 
and  the  Henry  Frederic,  and  two  yatchs,   the 
Concord,  and  the    Hope,  manned  by  two  hun- 
dred and  forty  eight  perfons,  were   appointed 
for  this  fervice.    The  Maurice  was  commanded 
by  Oliver  Van  Noort,  Admiral,  the  Henry  Fre- 
deric by  James  Claafz,  vice  Admiral,  the  Con- 
cord by  Peter  Van  Lint,  and  the  hope  by  John 
Huidecoope. 

When  all  things  were  in  readinefs,  and  the 
crews  complete,  the  proprietors  preftnted  a 
petition  to  the  board  of  Admiralty  at  Rotter- 
dam ;  upon  which  all  theparties  concerned  were 
fummoned  thither,  and  proper  rules  and  re- 
gulations for  their  government  in  this  expedi- 
tion, having  been  approved  by  the  ftadt-holder 
prince  Maurice ;  they  were  publicly  read  to 
them  on  the  twenty-eighth  of  June  159 8,  and 


every  man  fworn  to  the  due  obfervance  of  them. 
The  Dutch  call  thefe  kind  of  failing  orders 
Artykelbriefs,  and  never  permit  them  to  take 
place  till  they  have  received  the  fancYion  of  the 
ftate,  on  which  they  become  the  laws  of  the 
voyage,  and  whoever  breaks  them,  is  liable  to 
fuffer  the  penalties  mentioned  in  them. 

The  Maurice  and  the  Concord  •  failed  out  of 
the  port  of  Goeree  on  the  thirteenth  of  Septem- 
ber 1598,  and  being  joined  by  the  Henry  Fre- 
deric and  the  Hope  from  Amfterdam,  they 
continued  their  voyage  together  for  Flymouth, 
in  order  to  take  on  board  the  cloaths  and  other 
neceflaries  of  their  pilot,  Mr.  Mellifh,  an  Eng- 
lifh gentleman  who  had  been  abroad  before,  with 
Sir  Thomas  Cavendilh. 

On  the  twenty-firfr.  they  left  Plymouth  with  a 
frefh  gale  at  north  eaft,  and  next  morning 
miffed  the  vice  Admiral's  fhallop  with  fix  men 
on  board  her,  in  fearch  of  whom  they  began 
to  entertain  thoughts  of  returning  to  Plymouth, 
but  meeting  with  an  Englilh  privateer,  they 
learnt  that  the  fellows  had  defignedly  run  away 
with  the  boat  ;  whereupon  they  gave  them- 
felves  no  farther  concern  about  them;  but  the 
efcape  of  thefe  fellows  occafioned  fome  mur- 
murings  among  the  failors,  which  were  increafed 
the  next  day  by  the  vice  Admiral's  loofing  his 
other  fhallop,  which  he  had  in  tow,  with  a 
man  in  her  ;  lb  that  the  feamen  began  to  reflect 
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on  the  vice  Admiral's  conduct  and  capacity  •, 
and  thtir  reflections  on  him  were  increased  by 
the  infolence  of  his  behaviour. 

On  the  fourth  of  October  they  met  with  a 
fleet  of  Englifh,  French  and  Dutch,  by  whom 
they  were  informed  of  a  dreadful  peftilence 
which  had  lately  deftroyed  two  hundred  and 
fifty  thoufand  perfons  on  the  coaft  of  Barbary. 

On  the  fourth  of  December  they  were  off 
cape  Palma,  and  on  the  tenth  they  came  within 
fight  of  Prince's  ifland  pofiefTed  by  the  Portu- 
guefe  in  one  degree  of  north  latitude,  and  fend- 
ing their  boats  on  more,  they  carried  a  flag  of 
truce,  and  a  negro  with  fome  Portuguefe  met 
them  with  the  like  token  of  peace.  The  Dutch 
afked  for  a  fupply  of  provifions,  which  the 
others  teemed  willing  to  grant;  but  while  they 
were  talking  on  this  lubject,  a  number  of  per- 
fons, who  had  lain  in  ambufcade,  attacked  them 
fuddenly,  and  killed  feveral  of  them,  among 
whom  was  the  Admiral's  brother,  and  Mr. 
Mellifh,  the  Englifh  pilot. 

It  was  determined  in  a  council  of  war,  to 
revenge  this  outrage  by  attacking  the  caftle, 
but  upon  trial,  finding  themfelves  unequal  to 
this  bufineis,  they  burnt  the  fugar  houfts,  and 
having  taken  in  a  fupply  of  frefh  water,  they 
fct  fail  on  the  feventeenth  and  on  the  twenty-  fifth 
reached  cape  Gonlalvo,  where  the  wind  blows 
from  the  fea  in  the  day  time,  and  from  the  land, 
at  nigh<\. 

On  the  firft  of  January  1589,  they  paffed  the 
ifland  of  Annobon,  and  on  the  fifth  of  Febru- 
ary reached  cape  St.  Thomas,  on  the  coaft  of 
Brazil,  in  twenty-two  degrees  fouth  latitude. 

On  the  ninth,  they  came  to  Rio  Janeiro,  where 
the  Portuguefe  killed  feveral  of  their  company., 
From  Rio  Janeiro  they  went  to  St.  Sebaftian, 
where  they  harboured  in  fafety,  and  met  with 
plenty  of  wood  and  water. 

On  the  fourteenth  of  March,  they  encoun- 
tered a  violent  ftorm  in  which  they  were  parted 
from  the  Vice  Admital  and  th°  Hope,  but  they 
had  the  happinefs  to  meet  them  again  three  days 
afterwards.  By  this  time  winter  beginning  to 
approach,  and  the  fcurvy  making  fome  havock 
among  them,  they  propofed  to  put  in  at  St.  He- 
lena, but  miffing  that  place,  were  driven  on  a 
defoLue  and  barren  ifland,  where  they  found  no 
provifions  but  a  few  fowls,  which  they  knocked 
down  with  (licks  -;  they  therefore  put  to  fea 
agiin,  and  on  ti*  firft  of  June,  when  they 
thought  to  have  reached  the  Afcenfion,  they 
found  themfelves  on  the  continent  of  Brazil ; 
but  the  Portuguefe  not  permitting  them  to  land, 
they  failed  to  the  little  ifland  of  St.  Clara,  about 
a  mile  from  the  continent,  where  they  met  with 
fome  herbs,  and  a  kind  of  four  plumbs,  which 
cured  all  thofe  that  were  afflicted  with  the  fcurvy 
in  fifteen  days. 

On  the  fixteenth  of  June,  they  failed  for  Port 
Defire,  which  is  between  forty-feven  and  forty- 
eight  degrees  fouth  latitude,  but  having  very  bad 
weather,  they  did  not  arrive  there  till  the  twen- 
tieth of  September.  On  an  ifland  three  miles  to 
the  fouth  of  this  place,  they  catched  great  quan- 
tities of  fifh,  and  took  fifty  thoufand  penguins, 
and  a  vaft  number  of  their  eggs,  which  proved 


very  refrefhing  food  to  thofe  who  were  fick. 
•  On  the  fifth  of  October,  fome  of  the  company 
went  afhore  and  found  beafts  like  flags  and 
buffaloes,  and  a  great  number  of  ofirkhes,  in 
each  of  whofe  nefts  were  nineteen  eggs.  The 
Admiral  going  afhore,  to  take  a  view  of  the 
country,  left  ftrict  orders  for  thofe  who  attended 
the  boats  not  to  leave  them  :  but  difobeying  his 
injunctions,  fome  of  them  rambled  into  the  coun- 
try, where  they  fell  into  an  ambufsade  of  lavages 
who  killed  three  of  them  and  wounded  a  fourth. 
Thefe  favages  were  very  tall,  they  went  naked, 
painted  their  fkins  and  were  armed  with  bows 
and  arrows. 

Sailing  from  hence  on  the  twenty-ninth  of 
October,  they  reached  cape  Virgin  Mary,  on  the 
twenty-fourth  of  November,  and  attempted  to 
enter  the  Streights  of  Magellan,  but  were  pre- 
vented by  contrary  winds,  rain,  hail  and  fnowj 
and  the  weather  was  fo  bad  that  they  loft  their 
anchors,  and  broke  their  cables  ;  and  to  add  to 
their  misfortunes,  ficknefs  raged  much  among 
them,  and  the  men  grew  uneafy  and  begin  to 
complain  ;  all  which  accidents  uniting  together, 
made  it  near  fifteen  months  trom  the  beginning 
of  their  voyage,  before  they  were  able  to  enter 
the  ftreights. 

On  the  twenty-fifth  of  November,  they  faw 
two  iflands  near  cape  Naffau,  on  which  were 
fome  favages,  who  fhook  their  weapons  at 
them,  as  in  token  of  defiance  ;  but  the  Hol- 
landers landing,  purfued  them  to  a  cave,  which 
they  obftinately  defended,  every  man  of  them 
dying  on  the  fpot  •,  on  which  the  Dutchmen  en- 
tered the  cave,  where  they  found  their  wives 
and  children,  and  the  poor  women  expecting  im- 
mediate death,  covered  their  infants  with  their 
bodies,  refolving  to  meet  their  fate  in  that  pof- 
ture  ;  but  the  Dutchmen  only  took  from  them 
four  boys  and  two  girls,  whom  they  carried  on 
board  the  (hips.  Ont  of  thefe  boys  being  after- 
wards taught  to  fpeak  Dutch,  informed  them 
that  the  largeft  ifland  was  called  Caftemme,  and 
the  other  Talcke  ;  that  they  abounded  in  pen- 
guins, theflelhof  which  ferved  the  inhabitants 
for  food,  and  the  fkins  for  clothing  :  that  they 
catched  oftriches  on  the  neighbouring  continent, 
which  they  alio  eat ;  and  that  they  had  no  ha- 
bitations, but  thole  caves  underground.  That 
the  inhabitants  were  divided  into  four  tribes, 
three  of  which  were  people  of  moderate  flature, 
broad  over  the  breaft,  which  they  always  painted, 
and  went  naked  except  a  cloak  of  penguin- fkins 
which  reached  to  the.r  waift :  that  the  fourth 
tribe,  were  people  of  a  gigantic  ftature,  being 
full  ten  feet  high,  and  conftantly  at  war  with  the 
other  tribes. 

Leaving  this  place,  they  failed  toward  the 
continent  on  the  twenty-eighth,  feeing  fome 
whales  at  a  diftance,  and  obierved  a  beautiful 
river,  (haded  with  trees,  covered  with  a  num- 
ber of  parrots  ;  to  which  place  they  gave  the 
name  of  the  Summer  Bay. 

On  the  twenty-ninth,  they  failed  to  port  Fa- 
mine, where  they  cut  down  wood  to  make  a 
boat ;  but  finding  no  good  anchoring,  they 
doubled  Cape  Froward  on  the  lecond  of  De- 
cember, and  at  the  diftance  of  four  miles,   they 
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found  a  large  bay,  in  which  they  anchored  in 
fafety,  and  found  a  plant  like  fneezeworr,  which 
was  an  excellent  remedy  for  the  fcurvy ;  and  ano- 
ther plant,  which  being  tailed,  caufed  the  per- 
fons  who  eat  it  to  run  diftrafted  for  a  time,  but 
they  afterwards  recovered. 

On  the  fecond  of  January  1600,  they  failed  for 
Maurice  bay,  which  they  found  extended  far  to 
the  eallward,  and  received  into  it  feveral  rivers, 
the  mouths  of  which  were  rilled  with  ice,  which 
they  imagined  did.  not  melt  all  the  year  round  ; 
for  though  it  was  now  near  the  middle  of  dim- 
mer, they  found  it  ten  fathom  thick.  In  this 
place  they  were  greatly  diftrefied  by  continual 
rains,  and  the  want  of  provifions  •,  and  two  of 
their  company  going  on  Ihore  to  pick  mufcles, 
were  murdered  by  the  favages. 

Setting  fail  on  the  feventeenth,  they  were  driven 
by  a  ftorm  into  a  bay  at  three  miles  diftance, 
which  from  the  numbers  of  penguins  which  they 
found  there,  they  called  Goofeor  Penguin  Bay  ; 
at  wh'kh  place  the  vice  admiral  was  tried  by  a 
council  of  war,  for  divers  crimes,  and  fcntenced 
to  be  fet  on  fhore  to  fliift  for  himfelf  in  that  in- 
hofpitable  country. 

On  t'le  lad  day  of  February,  th«y  paflcd  Cape 
Defire,  into  the  South  Sea,  their  company  be- 
ing new  reduced  to  one  hundred  and  forty- 
feven  •,  and  foon  afterwards  they  loft  the  Henry 
Frederic,  of  which  the  vice  admiral  had  been 
commander.  Having  waited  fome  time  in  fruit- 
lefs  expectation  of  this  veflcl,  they  failed  on 
the  twelfth  of  March,  to  the  ifland  of  La 
Mccha,  which  lies  in  thirty-eight  degrees  fouth 
latitude,  and  about  two  leagues  from  the  con- 
tinent. This  ifland  is  remarkable  for  a  high 
mountain  in  the  middle  of  it,  through  which 
is  a  large  cleft,  from  whence  runs  a  ftream  to 
the  valiies  below.  Going  afhore  at  this  place, 
they  exchanged  hatchets  and  knives  for  fheep, 
fowls,  maize,  and  different  forts  of  fruit.  They 
alio  \ifued  the  town,  which  confifted  of  about 
fifty  houfes,  built  chiefly  of  Itraw  ;  where  the 
inhabitants  entertained  them  with  a  four  liquor, 
called  Cici,  which  is  chiefly  ufed  at  their  grand 
entertainments,  and  is  made  by  foaking  maize 
in  water.  The  people  of  this  ifland  purchafe 
their  wives,  and  every  one  may  buy  as  many 
as  he  can  keep;  lo  that  it  fometimes  happens, 
that  a  man  who  has  a  number  of  handfome 
daughters,  makes  a  fortune  by  the  fale  of  them. 
They  have  no  laws  or  magiftrates  among  them, 
but  if  a  man  kills  another,  the  relations  of  the 
murdered  perfon  are  both  his  judges  and  exe- 
cutioners, but  will  frequently  remit  his  fentence 
for  a  treat  of  Cici.  The  cloaths  of  the  inha- 
bitants are  made  of  the  wool  of  large  fheep, 
which  they  alfo  employ  to  carry  burdens. 

Off  St.  Mary's  ifland,  at  the  diftance  of  fix 
leagues  from  hence,  they  chafed  and  took  a 
Spanifh  fhip,  which  was  carrying  lard  and  meal 
to  Aranco  and  Conception  •,  the  pilot  of  which 
informed  them,  that  there  were  two  men  of 
war  waiting  for  their  coming  at  Arica  ;  on 
which  they  determined  to  fail  to  Valparaifo, 
where  they  took  two  ftiips,  and  killed  feveral 
Indians  ;  but  the  Spaniards  had  all  left  the 
place.  Eighteen  miles  from  Valparaifo,  up  the 
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country,  lies  St.  Jago,  which  abounds  in  red 
wine,  and  fheep,  which  they  kill  only  for  the 
fat,  with  which  alone  they  lade  many  vefiels 
every   year. 

At  St.  Jago  they  intercepted  fome  letters, 
by  which  they  learnt  that  the  Indians  of  Chili 
had  rifen  againft  the  Spaniards,  lacked  the 
town  of  Baldivia,  took  many  prifoners,  and 
dellroyed  great  numbers.  That  they  had 
burnt  the  houfes  and  churches,  and  (Truck  off* 
the  heads  of  the  popilh  images,  crying,  "Down 
go  the  Gods  of  the  Spaniards."  About  five 
thoufand  Indians,  were  concerned  in  this  ac- 
tion, who  bore  fo  perfect  an  enmity  to  the 
Spaniards,  that  they  ripped  open  the  breads 
of  all  they  conquered,  meerly  to  have  the 
pleafure  of  tearing  out  their  hearts  with  their 
teeth. 

Thefe  Indians  had  a  peculiar  method  of  elec- 
ting their  general:  the  man  who  carried  a  heavy 
log  of  timber  on  his  fhoulders,  for  the  longeft 
time,  was  to  command  in  chief.  Several  car- 
ried it  for  four,  five  or  fix  hours,  but  at  length 
one  was  found  who  bore  its  weight  twenty  four 
hours  without  refting ;  and  he  was  their  pre- 
fent  general.  That  part  of  Chili  between 
Baldivia  and  St.  Jago  is  one  of  the  fineft  fpots 
in  the  world  ;  having  a  fine  and  wholefom  air, 
being  remarkably  fertile,  abounding  in  cattle, 
and  fruits  of  various  kinds  ;  and  having  abun- 
dance of  gold  mines. 

On  the  fixteenth  of  September  they  arrived 
at  Guana,  one  of  the  Ladrones,  which  is  twen- 
ty miles  in  extent,  and  produces  fifh,  cocoas, 
bananas,  and  fugar  canes,  which  the  Indians 
brought  in  their  canoes  in  great  quantities  to 
the  fides  of  the  flvps.  Two  hundred  of  thefe 
vefiels  at  a  time,  having  each  of  them  four 
or  five  men  on  board,  would  come  bawling  to 
the  fides  of  the  fhips,  calling  out  Hiero,  Hiero, 
that  is  iron  ;  of  which  they  were  (o  eager,  that 
they  would  frequently  run  fowl  of  the  ftiips, 
and  overfet  the  canoes.  Both  the  men  and  wo- 
men were  great  cheats,  and  would  fell  a  bafket 
of  cocoa  ftiells  covered  with  rice  at  the  top,  as 
a  bafket  of  rice  :  or  would  ihatch  a  fword  out 
of  the  fcabbard,  or  take  any  thing  elfe  they 
could  lay  their  hands  on,  and  diving  into  the 
fea,   make  their  efcape. 

On  the  feventeenth  of  this  month  they  failed 
for  the  Philippines,  and  three  days  afterwards 
they  met  with  ice,  tho'  they  were  then  but  in 
three  degrees  of  north  latitude.  They  anchored  in 
Bayla  bay  on  the  fixteenth  of  October,  and  pre- 
tending to  be  Spaniards  got  well  fupplied  with 
what  provifions  they  wanted.  The  poor  In- 
dians of  this  place,  pay  a  tax  of  ten  rials  a  head, 
to  the  Spaniards,  for  every  one  who  is  above 
the  age  of  twenty.  Thefe  people  go  naked, 
and  mark  their  fkins  with  figures  fo  deep  that 
they  never  wear  out. 

The  Dutch  having  got  their  fupplies,  were 
difcovered,  whereupon  they  failed  for  the  ftreight 
of  Manilla,  and  in  their  way  met  with  a  fudden 
guft  of  wind,  which  carried  away  their  mafts 
and  fails. 

On  the  evening  of  the  twenty-third  they  went 
afhore,  and  eat  palmitos,  and  drank  plentifully 
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of  water,  foon  after  which  feveral  of  them  were 
feized  with  the  bloody-flux. 

On  the  twenty-fourth  they  entered  the  ftreight, 
and  in  the  evening  patted  the  ifland  Capul 
feven  miles  within  the  ftreight,  and  crouded 
all  their  fails  for  Manilla,  which  is  eighty  miles 
from  Capul,  but  the  wind  was  againft  them, 
and  they  wanted  both  the  affillance  of  maps 
and  a  good  pilot. 

On  the  feventh  of  November,  they  took  a 
junk  of  China,  laden  with  provifion  for  Manilla, 
the  mafter  of  which  informed  them  that  there 
were  at  that  time  at  Manilla  two  large  veffels, 
which  came  annually  from  New  Spain  thither; 
and  alfo  a  Dutch  fhip  from  Malacca  ;  that  there 
was  a  wall  round  the  town,  and  that  the  har- 
bour was  defended  by  two  forts  •,  that  a  prodi- 
gious trade  was  carried  on  in  fiiks  and  other 
valuable  commodities,  between  Manilla  and 
China,  in  which  not  lefs  than  four  hundred  (hips 
were  annually  employed  ;  and  that  two  Ihips 
were  daily  expected  from  Japan  laden  with 
provifions. 

On  the  fifteenth  they  took  two  barks  laden 
with  fwine  and  poultry  ;  which  were  intended 
as  tribute  to  the  Spaniards  ;  after  which  they 
lay  at  anchor  in  fifteen  degrees  north  latitude, 
waiting  for  the  Japan  Chips,  one  of  which  of 
about  fifty  tons  burden,  they  took  on  the  firft 
of  December  •,  this  veffel  was  of  a  very  uncouth 
fhape  ;  her  fails  were  made  of  reeds,  her  anchors 
of  wood,  and  her  ropes  of  twilled  ftraw  •,  the 
people  on  board  her  were  bald,  except  a  fmall 
tuft  of  hair  on  the  back  part  of  the  head. 

On  the  ninth  they  took  two  barks,  one  of 
which  was  laden  with  rice  and  poultry,  and  the 
other  with  cocoa-wine,  and  Aqua  Vita; ;  and  on 
the  fourteenth  they  fell  in  with  the  two  Spanifh 
fhipsfrom  Manilla  ;  on  which  a  warm  engage- 
ment enfued,  and  the  Dutch  Admiral  was  at- 
tacked, and  at  length  boarded  by  the  Spaniards ; 
whereupon  the  Admiral  declared  aloud  that 
he  would  immediately  blow  up  the  fhip  if  his 
men  did  not  clear  her  of  the  Spaniards,  and  re- 
cover the  fortune  of  the  day  •,  on  which  the 
Dutch,  animated  at  once  by  hope  and  defpair, 
fought  1  ke  tygers,  and  not  only  drove  the 
enemy  from  their  fhip,  but  in  return,  board- 
ing theirs,  they  foon  funk  her.  In  this  aftion 
the  Spaniards  loft  feveral  hundreds,  many  of 
whom  were  drowned,  while  the  lofs  of  the 
Dutch  amounted  only  to  five  killed,  and  twen- 
ty-fix wounded  ;  but  by  this  time  their  whole 
number  of  hands  able  to  do  duty  was  no  more 
than  thirty-five. 

Continuing  their  voyage  till  the  twenty-fixth, 
they  came  to  anchor  at  Borneo  in  a  commodious 
bay  three  miles  in  compafs ;  and  exchanged 
linen  cloth  for  fifh  with  the  neighbouring  fifh- 
ermen.  The  Admiral  fent  a  mefienger  to 
the  King,  defiring  leave  to  trade,  which  was 
granted,  after  the  proper  officers  had  been  on 
board  and  found  they  were  not  Spaniards. 

On  the  firft  of  January  1601,  the  Borneans 
having  laid  a  plot  to  feize  the  Dutch  fhip,  a 
great  number  of  them  advanced  towards  the 
veffels  in  a  hundred  little  boats  called  proas, 
and  pretending  to  have  prelents  f'^r*  *■'-"?  King, 


defircd  to  be  taken  on  board ;  but  the  Thitch»  ' 
fufpecting  their  intention,  threatened    to  fire  on 
them  if  they  did  not  keep  their  diflance  ;  upon 
which  they  defifted  from  the  attempt. 

The  ifland  of  Borneo  is  the  largeft  in  the 
Eaft  Indies :  and  the  capital  city  which  bears 
the  fame  name,  confifls  of  three  thoufand 
houfes,  but  is  built  in  fuch  a  low,  wet  fitu- 
ation,  that  the  inhabitants  are  commonly  ob- 
liged to  go  from  one  houfe  to  aiother  in  their 
proas.  Every  man  goes  armed  ;  and  even  the 
women  are  of  fo  warlike  a  difpofition,  that  if 
they  are  affronted,  they  feek  their  revenge  by 
the  dagger  orjavelin. 

One  of  the  Dutchmen  having  offended  one  of 
thefe  ladles,  fhe  attacked  him  with  a  javelin, 
and  would  foon  have  difpatched  him,  had  fhe 
not  been  withheld  by  force.  The  inhabitants 
profefs  the  Mahometan  religion,  in  the  rites  of 
which  they  are  extremely  fupcrftitious.  The 
people  of  falhion  wear  a  cotton  turban  on  the 
head,  and  a  covering  of  linen,  from  the  waift 
downward;  but  the  common  people  go  naked, 
and  are  conftantly  chewing  the  herbs  called  bee- 
tle and  aracca. 

In  the  night  of  the  fourth  of  January  ;  four 
Borneans  came  to  the  fhip,  defigning  to  have 
cut  the  cables,  that  fhe  might  drive  on  fhore, 
but  the  Dutch  difcovering  them,  fired  at  them, 
whereupon  they  made  their  efcape,  leaving  their 
proa  behind  them,  which  the  other  feized,  and 
being  weary  of  Borneo  and  its  inhabitants,  failed 
for  Bantam  ;  and  on  the  fixteenth  took  a  junk 
from  Jor,  on  board  of  which  was  a  fkilful  pilot, 
who  conducted  them  through  thofe  dangerous 
leas,  where  otherwife  they  would  probably  have 
been  loft ;  for  now  they  had  but  one  anchor 
left,  the  cable  of  which  was  almoft  worn  out, 
and  they  were  furrounded  with  a  great  number 
of  fmall  iflands  and  fhoals. 

On  the  twenty-eighth,  they  arrived  at  Jortan 
on  the  ifland  of  Java,  where  they  had  news  of 
Dutch  fhips  being  at  Bantam,  a  city  confifting 
of  about  a  thoufand  houfes,  built  of  timber. 
The  king  of  this  place  commands  a  considerable 
part  of  that  end  of  the  ifland.  The  people  are 
iaid  to  be  Mahometans,  but  from  the  Pagods 
ftill  in  uie  among  the  common  people,  it  ap- 
pears, that  the  fuperititious  practices  of  the  Muf- 
lelmen,  are  intermixed  with  thofe  of  the  Indian 
worfhip,  Their  chief  prieft  was  one  hundred 
and  twenty  years  of  age,  and  had  many  wives, 
the  milk  of  whofe  breads  was  all  his  food. 

Sailing  hence,  they  faw  aportuguefc  veffcl  of 
fix  hundred  tons  burden,  run  a  ground  on  the 
fhoals,  the  crew  of  which  faid  that  they  were 
going  to  Amboyna  to  engrofs  the  trade  of  that* 
place  ;  but  the  Admiral  fufpecting  that  fhe  put 
to  fea  to  cruize  againft  them,  left  the  crewr  to 
perifh  in  that  dreadful  fituation. 

They  pafled  the  ftreights  between  Balamboa 
and  Baty,  on  the  fifth  of  February,  and  leaving 
Java  on  the  north  eaft,  fleered  for  the  Cape  or" 
Good  Hope.  On  the  eighteenth  they  had  the 
fun  vertical  at  noon  ;  afier  which  they  were  be- 
calmed for  eleven  days. 

On  the  twenty-fourth  of  April  at  night,  they 
faw  a  light  like  lire  about  four  miles  to  the  north 
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weft,  being  near  land,  which  they  had  no  idea 
of,  as  they  were  full  two  hundred  miles  from 
the  Cape. 

On  the  twenty-fifth  at  night,  they  faw  another 
fire,  and  the  next  morning  difcovered  land  bear- 
ins  to  the  north  eaft,  but  they  continued  their 
courfe,  and  arrived  off  St.  Helena,  on  the  twen- 
ty-fixth,  where  they  refreftied  themfelves  with 
good  frefh  meat,  fifh  and  water ;  and  leaving 
the  ifland  on   the  thirtieth,  failed  homewards  ; 


but  by  the  twenty  fecond  of  July,  were  ex- 
tremely diftrcfied,  being  at  (hort  allowance  of 
bread,  and  what  they  had  was  worm  eaten. 
This  diftrefs  increafed  daily  till  the  eighteenth  of 
Auguft,  when  they  met  three  (hips  from  Emb- 
den,  who  gave  them  bread  and  frefh  meat,  for 
rice  and  pepper ;  and  on  the  twenty-fixth  of 
the  fame  month,  at  noon,  they  arrived  fafely 
before  the  city  of  Rotterdam,  having  been  very 
near  three  years  on  their  voyage. 
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CHAPTER     I. 

Some  account  of  Mr.  D ampler  s  birth  and  education',  his  firfi  voyages;  he  engages  in  the 
logwood  trade;  returns  to  England,  from  whence  he  goes  to  "Jamaica;  joins  captain  Coxoni 
travels  over  the  Ifthmus  of  Darien  with  the  Buccaneers;  enters  on  board  a  French  priva- 
teer; joins  captain  Cooke  at  Virginia;  fails  to  the  Salt  J/lands,  and  from  thence  to  the 
mouth  of  the  River  S  her  borough,  on  the  coajl  of  Guinea;  are  hofpitably  treated  there ;  en- 
counter  a  form ;  arrive  at  Juan  Fernandez ;  remarkable  hi/lory  of  an  Indian,  who  had  been 
left  there  three  years  before* 


WILLIAM  DAMPIER,  defcended  of 
a  reputable  family  in  Somerfetfnire, 
was  born  in  the  year  1652;  but  hav- 
ing the  misfortune  to  lofe  both  his  parents 
while  very  young,  his  relations  neglected  his 
education;  and  his  difpofition  ftro'ngly  incli- 
ning him  to  the  fea,  he  was,  at  the  age  of  fe- 
venteen,  put  apprentice  to  the  mafter  of  a  (hip 
at  Weymouth  in  Dorfetlhire,  with  whom  he 
made  a  voyage  to  France  in  the  year  1699,  and 
another  to  ISew  England  in  the  year  following  ; 
but  in  the  fecond  voyage  he  fuffered  lb  much 
■  from  the  extreme  cold,  that  he  loft  much  of 
that  ardor  for  a  maritime  life,  with  which  he  had 
before  been  infpired  ;  fo  that  on  his  return,  he 
retired  to  his  friends  in  the  country,  propofing 
not  to  goto  fea  any  more  •,  but  on  hearing  of  an 
outward  bound  Eaft  India  fhip,  which  was 
foon  to  fail,  he  came  to  London,  entered  him- 
felf  as  a  foremaft  man,  and  made  a  vovase  to 
Bantam,  by  which  he  acquired  confiderable  ex- 
perience ;  and  returning  to  England  in  Janua- 
ry 1672*  remained  during  the  following  fummer 
at  the  houfe  of  his  brother  in  Somerfetibire. 


In  1673,  he  ferved  under  Sir  Edward  Spragge, 
in  two  engagements  againft  the  Dutch;  after 
which  he  went  again  into  S;'merfetfhire,  where 
he  met  with  one  colonel  Hellier,  who  having  a 
large  eftate  in  Jamaica,  perfuaded  Mr.  Dampier 
to  go  over,  and  take  the  management  of  it ;  but 
being  foon  weary  of  the  life  of  a  planter,  he  en- 
gaged with  captain  Hodfell,  to  go  and  cut  log- 
wood in  the  bay  of  Campeachy  ;  which  bufi- 
nefs  being  attended  with  profit,  he  continued  it 
a  confiderable  time;  and  during  this  part  of  his 
life,  became  acquainted  with  the  buccaneers, 
with  whom  he  was  afterwards  engaged ;  but  of 
which  connections  he  was  at  length  much  a- 
fhamed. 

In  the  bay  of  Campeachy  he  formed  fome 
projects  for  advancing  his  fortune;  which,  how- 
ever, made  it  neceffary  for  him  to  return  to  En- 
gland, where  having  raifed  what  money  he  was 
able,  he  embarked  for  Jamaica,  in  the  begin- 
ning of  the  year  1679,  where  he  arrived  about 
the  end  of  April  following,  with  a  full  inten- 
tion to  have  furniflied  himielf  with  all  materials 
for  carrying  on  the  logwood  trade  ;  but  he  af- 
terwards 
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terwards  altered  his  refolurion,  and  laid  out  the 
greater  part  of  his  fortune  in  the  purchafe  of  a 
fmall  eftate  in  Dorfetfhire,  of  a  perfon  whofe 
title  he  knew  was  indifputable. 

Soon  after  this  purchafe,  he  made  an  agree- 
ment with  one  Mr.  Hobby,  to  make  a  voyage 
to  the  Mofkito  fhore,  before  he  went  to  Eng- 
land. Soon  after  their  fetting  out,  they  an- 
chored off  Nigral  bay  ;  at  the  weft  end  of  Ja- 
maica, where,  finding,  the  captains  Coxon, 
Sawkins,  Sharp,  and  others,  going  on  a  priva- 
teering expedition,  Hubby's  men  all  engaged 
with  them,  and  Dampicr  finding  no  one  left  with 
Hobby  but  himfelf,  confented  to  go  alfo.  Their 
firft  expedition  was  againft  Pcrr.0  bcllo,  which 
having  accomplimcd  they  came  to  a  retolution 
of  eroding  the  Ifthmus  of  Darien,  to  purfue 
their  defign  to  the  South  Seas. 

On  the  fifth  of  Apr.l  1680,  they  landed  near 
Golden  lfland,  being  in  number  upwards  of 
three  hundred,  and  carrying  with  them  ail  kinds 
of  provifions,  and  plenty  of  toys  to  gratify  the 
Indians. 

Marching  hence,  in  nine  days  they  came  to 
Santa  M'.r.a,  which  they  plundered  ;  but  find- 
ing very  little  booty,  after  remaining  three  days, 
thry  embarked  on  board  canoes  and  other  fmall 
veflcls  for  the  South  Seas. 

On  the  twenty  third  of  April  they  were  in 
fight  of  Panama,  and  made  an  unfuccefsful  at- 
tempt upon  Pucbha  Nova,  in  which  captain 
Sawkins,  who  was  commander  in  chief  was 
killed. 

On  the  fixth  of  June  they  fleered  for  the  coaft 
of  Peru,  and  touching  at  the  iflands  Gorgonia 
and  Plata  came  to  Ylo,  which  they  took  in 
the  month  of  October.  They  arrived  at  Juan 
FernanJez  about  Chriftmas,  where  they  dis- 
placed captain  Sharp,  who  had  commanded  in 
chef  fim.e  the  death  of  Sawkins,  and  made 
choice  of  captain  Watling  in  his  room  ;  foon 
after  which  they  made  a  Iruitlcfs  attempt  upon 
.Arica,  a  ftrong  town  on  the  coaft  of  Peru,  where 
Watling  and  twenty  eight  of  his  men  being 
killed,  the  crew  divided  themfclves  into  two 
factions,  fome  of  whom  were  for  reftoring  cap- 
tain Sharp,  and  others  for  excluding  him  ;  but 
the  former  party  prevailing,  Dampier  with  the 
latter,  bring  forty  feven  in  number,  determined 
upon  err  (Ting  the  Ifthmus :  which  bold  and  dan- 
gerous undertaking,  notwithstanding  they  had 
no  regular  commander,  they  accompliftied  in 
twenty-three  days.  They  fet  out  on  this  expe- 
dition at  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  on  the 
firft  of  May,  carrying  with  them  a  kettle  to 
drefs  their  provifions,  twenty  or  thirty  pounds 
of  chocolate,  fome  fugar,  and  a  quantity  of 
flour. 

On  the  fecond  day  they  travelled  only  about 
five  miles,  ftopping  atan Indian  plantation,  where 
they  found  only  women  whofe  language  they 
did  not  underftand,  one  of  whom  gave  them  a 
kind  of  beer  brewed  from  corn.  In  the  evening 
the  hufbands  of  thefe  women  came  home,  and 
treated  our  adventurers  with  fowls,  yams,  plan- 
tanes,  &c.  and  one  of  them,  whofpoke  a  little 
Spanifh,  agreed  to  guHe  them  to  an  Indian,  who 
being  matter  of  that  language  could  give  them 


full  directions ;  and  for  this  fervice  he  was  to  be 
rewarded  with  a  harchet. 

On  the  next  day,  about  noon,  he  introduced 
them  to  the  Indian  who  fpoke  Spanifh,  but  he 
gave  them  only  ill-natured  anfwers,  and  appear- 
ed to  be  their  enemy  ;  but  fome  of  them  giving 
his  wife  a  fine  petticoat,  (he  brought  him  into 
a  better  humour,  and  he  procured  them  a  guide 
for  two  days,  being  unable  to  attend  them  him- 
felf, for  a  wound  in  his  foot;  but  he  informed 
them  of  a  Spanifh  guardfhip  that  was  fent  out  to 
deftroy  them,  and  as  it  rained  very  hard,  would 
have  had  them  flay  in  his  hut  all  night  ;  but 
they  chofe  rather  to  abide  the  inclemency  of  the 
weather,  than  remain  io  near  their  enemies. 

They  at  length  arrived  at  Sound's  key,  after 
a  variety  of  accidents,  and  embarked  on  board 
captain  Triftian,  commander  of  a  French  Priva- 
teer, with  whom  they  failed  to  Springer's  key, 
where  they  joined  eight  privateers  more,  the  .. 
whole  fleet  having  on  board  near  fix  hundred 
men;  with  which  force  they  flattered  themfelves 
with  the  hope  of  doing  great  things  againft  the 
Spaniards ;  but  the  commanders  difagreeing, 
Dampier  and  his  companions  put  themfelves 
under  the  command  of  captain  Wright,  with 
whom  they  continued  cruizing  along  the  Spanifh 
coaft,  as  far  as  the  Dutch  fettlcrnent  of  Curacoa  ; 
from  whence  they  failed  to  Tortugas,  and  from 
thence  to  the  Caracca  coaft,  where  they  took 
three  prizes,  which  they  fliared ;  and  refolving  to 
feparate,  Dampier,  and  about  twenty  others 
took  one  of  the  barks  and  proceeded  for  Vir- 
ginia, where  they  arrived  in  July  1682. 

At  Virginia,  Dampier  affociated  himfelf  with 
captain  Cooke,  with  whom  he  had  formerly  been 
acquainted,  and  who  now  intended  to  fail  into 
the  South  Seas,  to  cruife  againft  the  Spaniards. 

They  fet  fail  from  Achamack,  on  the  twenty- 
third  of  Atiguft  1683,  fleering  for  the  Cape  de 
Verd  Iflands.  They  had  not  been  many  days 
at  fea  before  they  were  overtaken  by  a  violent 
ftorm,  which  continuing  for  a  week,  they  had 
fcarcely  any  hope  of  outliving  it  •,  but  at  length, 
they  made  the  lfland  of  Salt,  fo  called  from  the 
quantities  of  congealed  fait,  which  is  found  there, 
and  the  number  of  fait  ponds  with  which  it 
abounds. 

The  foil  of  this  ifland,  which  is  filiated  in 
fixteen  degrees  north  latitude,  is  extremely  bar- 
ren, producing  only  a  few  mean  fhrubs  near  the 
fea-fiae,  which  ferve  to  feed  a  fmall  number  of 
poor  goats.  There  are  fome  wild  fowl  on  the 
ifland,  the  chief  of  which  is  the  Flamingo,  a 
reddifh  bird,  fomewhat  like  a  heron,  which  fre- 
quents the  marfbes,  where  it  is  not  eafy  to  come 
near  enough  to  fhoot  them.  They  build  their 
nefts  of  mud,  which  they  fcrape  together  into 
little  hillocks,  tapering  to  the  top,  which  rifes 
near  two  feet  above  the  furtace  of  the  water. 

At  the  top  of  the  hillock  they  leave  they 
eggs,  of  which  they  lay  no  more  than  two,  and 
cover  them  with  their  rumps,  their  legs  being  at 
the  fame  time  in  the  water-,  a  pofitioa  which  na- 
ture has  rendered  eafy  to  them,  has  otherwile  the 
weight  of  their  bodies  would  break  the  eggs  or . 
fmother  the  young,  which  cannot  flv  till  they 
are  full  grown,  but  run  with  fuch  fwiftne  s,  thac 
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it  is  very  difficult  to  take  them.  Their  tongues 
are  efteemed  greac  d amies  •,  but  the  reft  of  the 
body  is  lean  and  black,  though  not  of  an  ill 
tafte.  Thefe  birds  generally  (land  clofe  to- 
gether at  the,/ide  of  a  pond,  and,  Mr.  Dampier 
obferves,  their  feathers  being  of  the  colour  of  a 
brick  wall,  they  very  much  refemble  it  at  a  dii- 
tance. 

All  the  inhabitants  of  this  ifland  amounted  to 
no  more  than  fix*,  the  chief  of  whom,  making  a 
molt  ragged  and  deplorable  figure,  prefented 
them  wuh  three  or  four  lean  goats  v  in  return 
for  which,  captain  Cooke  gave  him  a  coat  •,  and 
bought  a  quantity  of  fait  for  fdme  other  o!d 
cloaths.  The  traffic  being  over,  he  beggrd  a 
little  powder  and  ihot,  and  departed  well  fatis- 
fied,  but  one  of  the  others  unknown  to  the 
chief,  pretended  to  fell  a  piece  of  ambergrcaie 
to  a  Tailor,  which  proved  to  be  nothing  but  a 
preparation  of  goats  dung. 

Sailing  from  hence,  they  fleered  to  St.  Ni- 
cholas, another  of  the  Cape  de  Verd  Iflands,  at 
the  dtftance  of  twenty-two  leagues  to  the  fouth 
welt  ;  and  anchored  on  the  fouth  eaft  fide  of 
it. 

The  form  of  this  ifland  is  triangular,  it  is 
rocky  and  barren  near  the  ihore,  but  farther  in 
the  country  are  fome  vallies,  which  are  inha- 
bited by  Portuguefe,  who  had  planted  fome 
vineyards,  which  were  in  a  flouriihing  condition. 
They  are  of  a  dark  fwarthy  complexion,  and  from 
their  drefs  appeared  to  be  rather  poor,  but  the 
governor  and  thirty -four  gentlemen  with  him, 
who  vifited  captain  Cooke,  made  a  decent  ap- 
pearance; being  armed  with  (words  and  p'htois. 
They  prefented  the  captain  wi:h  feveral  gallons 
of  pale  wine,  rather  thick,  and  in  tafte  like 
Madeira. 

The  principal  village  was  fituated  about  four- 
teen miles  from  the  fea  fide,  and  contained  one 
hundred  families,  befides  whom  there  were 
others  fcattered  up  and  down  in  the  vallies.  This 
place  produced  a  few  poor  goats,  and  fome 
afies. 

They  remained  here  about  five  or  fix  days, 
digging  wells  for  frefh  water,  and  fcrubbing  the 
fhip's  bottom,  and  then  ftood  over  to  the  ifland 
of  Mayo,  another  of  the  Cape  de  Verds,  where 
they  propoled  to  have  purchafed  fome  goats  and 
cows  ;  but  one  captain  Bond  having,  fome  time 
before,  feized  the  governor  and  fome  other  gen- 
tlemen, and  refufing  a  ranfome  which  was  of- 
fered them,  carried  them  off;  the  inhabitants 
on  this  account  would  not  permit  any  of  captain 
Cooke's  men  to  land.  The  ifland  of  Mayo  a- 
bounds  in  goats  and  other  horned  cattle,  and 
fmall  turtle  are  to  be  found  here  in  May,  June, 
July  and  Auguft. 

Captain  Cooke  fteered  from  the  Cape  de  Verd 
iflands,  directly  for  the  ftreights  of  Magellan  ; 
but  the  wind  blowing  hard  at  fouth,  when  they 
were  in  ten  degrees  north  latitude,  they  ftood 
over  for  the  coaft  of  Guinea,  and  in  a  few  days 
anchored  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Sherborough, 
fouthward  of  Sierra  Leona.  Not  far  from  the 
fhore  they   fa//  a  pretty  large  village,  inhabited 
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by  negroes,  the  houfes  of  which  Were  all  low, 
except  one  in  the  middle,  where  they  were  en- 
tertained with  palm  wine  :  near  this  place  was  art 
Englifh  factory,  which  carried  on  a  confiderable 
trade  in  a  red  wood  uled  by  the  dyers,  called 
camwood. 

Thefe  people  behaved  with  great  civility, 
and  fupplkd  them  with  rice,  fowls,  honey  and 
fugar  canes.  They  continued  their  voyage 
tor  the  ftreights  of  Magellan,  about  the  middle 
of  November,  but  were  no  fooner  out  at  fea, 
than  they  met  with  violent  gulls  of  wind,  in- 
terchanged with  calms,  fo  that  they  proceed- 
ed very  flowly  ;  and  having  touched  at  the 
three  iflands  of  Sebald  de  Weert,  where  they 
found  nothing  but  a  few  busies,  and  fome 
fmall  red  loblters  about  the  fize  of  a  man's 
finger,  they  came  within  fight  of  the  ftreights 
of  Le  Maite  on  the  firft  of  February,  which 
they  found  mountainous  on  each  fide,  and  very 
narrow.  They  encountered  a  violent  ftorm  at 
weft  fouth  welt,  on  the  fourteenth,  which  held 
tili  the  third  of  March,  on  the  ninteenth  of 
which  month  they  difcovered  a  fail,  which  they 
fuppofed  to  be  a  Spanifh  merchantman  bound 
from  Baldivia  for  Lima  •,  but  it  proved  to  be 
an  Englifh  fhip  commanded  by  captain  Eaton, 
bound  from  London  for  the  South  Sea,  with 
whom  they  kept  company  quite  through  the 
ftreights,  and  were  lupplied  by  them  with 
water,  which  they  ftood  in  need  of,  in  return 
for  bread  and  beef  which  captain  Eaton 
wanted. 

On  the  twenty-fourth  they  came  to. an  anchor, 
in  a  bay  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  ifland  of  Juan 
Fernandez,*  within  two  cables  length  of  the 
fhore.  As  foon  as  they  had  anchored,  they  fent 
a  boat  with  a  Mofkito  and  two  or  three  failors, 
to  the  fhore,  in  fearch  of  a  Mofkito  Indian, 
whom  Captain  Watling  had  left  there  three 
years  before ;  having,  at  that  time,  concealed 
himfelf  in  the  woods  from  the  fearch  of  the 
Spaniards.  He  was  foon  found,  for  having 
the  day  before  difcovered  an  Englifh  fail,  he 
had  killed  three  goats  to  entertain  the  crew, 
running  to  the  fhore  to  meet  them.  As  foon 
as  he  faw  the  other  Indian,  he  ran  towards  him, 
and  having  thrown  himfelf  with  his  face  to  the 
ground,  embraced  him  with  all  the  marks  of 
tendernefs,  and  then  faluted  his  old  friends  the 
failors,  -who  he  thought  were  come  on  purpofe 
to  bring  him  off  the  ifland. 

Some  Spaniards  who  had  heard  of  his  being 
there,  had  often  fearched  fcr  him  in  vain,  as  he 
always  took  care  to  hide  himfelf  from  them. 
This  man  was  called  Will  and  the  other  Ro- 
bert, for  though  the  Mofkito  Indians  had  no 
names  by  which  they  diftinguifh  themfelves, 
they  take  it  as  a  favour  if  the  Europeans  will 
beftow  one  on  them. 

Will  had  built  himfelf  a  hut  about  half  a 
mile  from  the  lea  fide,  which  he  had  lined  with 
goats  fkin,  a  piece  of  which  he  wore  round 
him  inftead  of  his  cloaths,  which  had  been 
worn  out  for  fome  time  ;  he  alfo  made  his  bed 
of  the  fame  materials.     When  he  was  left  on 
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fhore,  he  had  with  him  a  knife,  a  gun  and  a  little 
powder  and  (hot. 

"When  his  ammunition  was  expended,  he 
made  a  faw  of  his  knife  by  notching  it,  with 
which  he  fawed  the  barrel  of  the  gun  into  fmall 
pieces  •,  then  kindling  a  fire  with  his  flint,  he 
worked  the  iron  into  a  lance,  filhing-hooks, 
and  harpoons.     Thefe   contrivances   were  the 


refult  of  neceffity,  founded  upon  what  he  re- 
membered of  the  workmanlhip  of  the  Englifh 
fmiths ;  and  indeed  all  the  Mofkito  Indians 
make  their  inftruments  without  forge  or  an- 
vil. With  the  help  of  thefe  inftruments  this 
poor  fellow  had  fubfifted  upwards  of  three 
years,  upon  goats,  and  fuch  fifh  as  he  could 
catch. 


CHAP. 


II. 


they  leave  the  ifland  of  Juan  Fernandez ;  take  a  prize  bound  to  Lima ;  bear  away  Jor  the. 
Gallapagos,  which  they  leave  and  arrive  at  cape  Blanco  ;  captain  Cooke  dies ;  the  failors 
during  the  interment  J eize  two  [pies  ;  fail  to  the  gulph  of  Amapella  ;  a  well  concert  edfc  heme 
there,  dejlroyed  by  folly  and  rajhnefs ;  defcriptton  of  the  ijland  of  Plata  ;  they  Jleer  to  point 
St.  Helena,  and  from  thence  to  Manta ;  burn  the  town  of  Fait  a  ;  determine  to  attack 
Guiaquil ;  but  tnifcarry  ;  take  t  wo  barks  with  a  thoufand  Negroes ;  enter  the  bay  of  Pana- 
ma ;  defcription  of  the  cabbage  and  cotton  trees ;  Mr.  Dampier  and  others  fail  up  the 
river  St.  Jago ;  they  take  Don  Diego  De  Pinas,  a  Spanijlo  knight,  pr'foner. 


THEY  fet  fail  from  the  ifland  of  Juan 
Fernandez,  after  a  flay  of  fourteen 
days,  on  the  eighth  of  April  1684,  in 
company  with  Captain  Eaton,  for  the  South 
Seas ;  fleering  towards  the  line  off  the  high  land 
of  Peru  and  Chili,  at  the  dillance  of  fifteen  or 
fixteen  leagues  from  the  fhore,  leaft  the  Spa- 
niards fhould  difcover  them. 

Captain  Eaton  took  a  prize  on  the  third  of 
May,  bound  from  Guiaquil  to  Lima,  laden 
with  timber ;  after  which  fleering  within  five 
leagues  of  the  continent,  on  the  nineteenth 
they  arrived  at  the  iflands  of  Lobos  de  la  Mar, 
which  abounds  in  penguins,  boobies  and  other 
fowls.  Thefe  iflands  are  each  about  a  mile 
round,  and  to  the  weft  of  one  of  them  is  a  fafe 
harbour,  where  Captain  Cooke  having  fcrubbed 
the  (hips,  and  examined  the  men  who  were  on 
board  the  prize,  learnt  that  the  Spaniards  hav- 
ing intelligence  of  their  being  in  thofe  feas, 
would  not  trufl  their  veflels  to  fea  without  a 
fufficient  guard,  and  therefore  propofed  to  his 
men,  to  make  a  defcent  upon  Truxillo,  a  po- 
pulous town  fix  miles  from  the  port  of  Guane- 
hagno  ;  to  which  the  crew  unanimoufly  agreed: 
but  they  changed  their  refolution,  on  being  ac- 
quainted that  the  people  of  Truxillo,  were  erec- 
ting a  fort  near  the  harbour  of  Guanehagno. 
This  information  they  received  from  the  crews 
of  three  Spanifh  veflels,  which  they  had  taken, 
and  which  were  bound  to  Panama  with  flour  ; 
on  board  one  of  which  was  a  letter  from  the 
viceroy  of  Lima  to  the  prefident  of  Panama,  in- 
forming him  that  thefe  fupplies  were  fent  on  ac- 
count of  there  being  fome  enemies  in  thofe 
feas. 

They  now  refolved  to  bear  away  for  the  Gal- 
lapagos, a  number  of  uninhabited  iflands,  lying 
under  and  near  the  line,  on  both  fides  of  it;  and 
on  the  evening  of  the  thirty-firft,  they  anchored 

*  A  farther  Account  of  the  Gallapago   iflands,  will  be 


in  fixteen  fathom  water,  on  the  eaft  fide  of  one 
of  the  eaftermofl  of  them. 

Some  of  thefe  iflands  are  feven  or  eight  leagues 
long,  and  three  or  four  broad  ;  they  are  moftly 
rocky  and  barren,  having  no  grafs  except juft 
on  the  fea  fhore  ;  but  they  have  tolerably  good 
water  in  the  cavities  of  the  rocks.* 

When  they  had  remained  twelve  days  among 
thefe  iflands,  one  of  the  Indian  prifoners  who 
was  born  at  Rio  Leja,  giving  them  an  advan- 
tageous account  of  the  riches  of  that  place,  and 
promifing  to  condudt  them  thither,  they  fet  fail 
on  the  twelfth  of  June,  but  by  the  beginning  of 
July  the  fmall  winds  and  fair  weather  brought 
them  within  view  of  Cape  Blanco,  in  the  Mexi- 
can fea.  Two  or  three  leagues  off  Cape  Blanco, 
Captain  Cooke,  who  had  been  ill  ever  fince  he 
left  Juan  Fernandez,  died  •,  and  they  unani- 
moufly chofe  Mr.  Edward  Davis,  the  company's 
quarter  mafler,  captain  in  his  room. 

As  they  came  to  an  anchor  in  about  four  hours 
afcer  captain  Cooke's  death,  near  the  mouth  of 
a  rivulet,  the  body  was  ordered  on  fhore  to  be 
buried  under  a  guard  of  twelve  men  ;  but  while 
they  were  employed  in  digging  his  grave,  three 
Spanifh  Indians  came  to  them ;  whom  the  fail- 
ors converfed  with  for  a  time,  and  then  fudden- 
ly  feized  them  all  ;  but  one  of  them  found 
means  to  make  his  efcape.  The  two  others  be- 
ing carried  on  board,  and  examined,  by  captain 
Eaton,  were  found  to  be  fpies  from  Nicoya,  a 
fmall  Mulatto  town,  about  fourteen  leagues  to 
the  eaftward  of  the  cape,  the  inhabitants  of 
which  lived  by  tilling  their  ground,  and  feeding 
their  cattle  on  the  plains,  of  which  they  had 
great  numbers. 

As  the  men  had  tafted  no  flefh  meat  fince  they 
left  the  Gallapagos  •,  twenty  four  perfons,  among 
whom  was  Dampier,  with  a  Spanifh  Indian  for  a 
pilot,  were  difpatched  in  two  boats  to  bring  off 
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fome  cows  and  bulls,  from  a  farm  at  about  a 
league's  diftance  from  the  fhip.  Haling  up  the 
boat  on  dry  land,  the  guide  conducted  them  to 
the  pen,  which  was  fuuated  in  a  large  favannah, 
where  there  were  a  great  number  of  horned  cat- 
tle which  appeared  very  fat. 

Being  weary,  and  night  coming  on,  fome  of 
them  were  for  refting  till  morning,  and  then 
killing  what  they  wanted  •,  while  others  were 
for  proceeding  to  bufinefs  immediately  •,  here- 
upon twelve  of  them,  among  whom  was  Dam- 
pier,  returned  on  board  the  fhip,  while  the  o- 
thers  chofe  to  remain  till  next  morning  •,  but 
they  had  realbn  to  repent  of  their  rafhnefs,  for 
at  break  of  day,  when  they  prepared  to  drive 
away  as  many  cattle  as  they  wanted,  they  were 
befct  by  forty  or  fifty  Spaniards,  who  had  con- 
cealed themfelves  among  the  bufhes,  and  dis- 
charged feveral  fhot  at  them  :  on  this  accident 
they  retired  in  as  regular  a  manner  as  they  were 
able  to  their  boat,  which,  to  their  great  con- 
fufion,  they  found  in  flames  •,  the  Spaniards 
keeping  at  a  diftance,  and  mocking  at  their 
diftrefs. 

They  now  waded  to  a  rock,  a  little  way  with- 
in the  water,  where  the  Spaniards  could  not  far- 
round  them,  and  remained  feveral  hours  in  this 
diftrefs,  in  danger  of  being  fwallowed  by  the 
fea,  which  flowed  in  very  faft  upon  them.  In 
the  mean  time,  thofe  on  board  the  fhip,  feeing 
nothing  of  them  by  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon, 
fent  a  canoe  with  ten  men  in  fearch  of  them, 
by  whom  they  were  found  up  to  the  middle  in 
water,  and  in  fuch  a  fituation,  as  the  fea  conti- 
nued to  flow  in  that  they  muft  have  been  drown- 
ed, if  the  canoe  had  come  an  hour  later. 

At  this  place  they  feized  three  good  canoes, 
and  having  provided  themfelves  with  a  quan- 
tity of  lance-wood,  which  is  ftrait  and  heavy, 
to  make  looms  for  oars,  and  fcouring  rods  for 
guns,  and  taken  in  what  water  they  wanted, 
they  failed  on  the  twentieth  of  July  for  Rio  Leja, 
which  may  be  difcerned  at  fea,  at  the  diftance 
of  twenty  leagues,  on  account  of  a  remarkable 
burning  mountain,  by  which  it  is  diftinguifhed. 
They  intended  to  have  landed  here,  but  having 
rowed  in  their  canoes,  and  taken  a  diftant  view 
of  the  town,  they  found,  by  fome  commotions 
on  fhore,  that  they  were  difcovered,  and  there- 
fore returned  on  board  the  Ihips. 

It  was  now  determined  in  a  conference  between 
the  captains,  Davis  and  Eaton,  to  fteer  for  the 
gulph  of  Amapalla ;  which  being  entered  by 
captain  Davis,  with  two  canoes,  in  order  to 
get  a  prifoner  and  obtain  intelligence,  he  came 
the  firft  night  to  Mangera;  and  in  the  morning 
obferved  feveral  canoes,  hailed  up  in  a  bay,  he 
landed  there,  and  (truck  into  a  path  which  led 
him  to  the  town  •,  but  all  the  inhabitants  fled 
to  the  woods,  except  an  old  priefl,  and  two 
Indian  boys,  who  attended  him  ;  who  being 
made  prifoners  by  captain  Davis,  he  brought 
them  to  the  fea-fide,  and  compelled  them  to 
conduct  him  to  the  ifland  of  Amapalla  ;  where, 
being  landed,  he  proceeded  to  a  town  on  the 
top  of  a  hill,  the  inhabitants  of  which  would 
have  fled  into  the  woods,  but  were  prevented 
by  the  fecretary  to  the  chief  magiftrate,  who, 


though  an  Indian,  could  read  and  write  the 
Spanifh  language,  but  was  an  enemy  to  the  Spa- 
niards. 

This  man  having  perfuaded  his  countrymen, 
that  captain  Davis  and  his  people  were  friends, 
who  dcfired  their  affiftance  againft  their  common 
enemy,  they  bid  them  welcome ;  whereupon 
captain  Davis  advanced  at  the  head  of  his  men 
towards  the  Indians,  who  came  forward,  led  by 
the  prieft,  and  received  them  in  a  very  friendly 
manner  •,  after  which  they  proceeded  towards 
the  church  to  confer  together. 

Throughout  the  Indian  towns  in  general,  all 
tranfa£tions  of  a  public  nature  are  carried  on  in 
the  church ;  there  their  plays  and  paftimes  are 
performed,  and  their  antique  habics,  malks, 
ftrumftrums,  hautboys,  &c.  are  carefully  laid 
up.  The  ftrumftrum  is  an  inftrument  formed 
out  of  the  half  of  a  gourd,  the  hollow  of  which 
is  covered  with  a  thin  board,  over  which  the 
firings  are  laid,  and  its  found  refembles  that  of 
a  cittern. 

In  the  church  the  Indians  meet  to  make  merry 
on  the  night  preceding  a  holiday  or  feftival  ;  and 
it  is  obfrrved  that  the  mufic  of  thole  who  are  in 
fubjection  to  the  Spaniards,  has  a  melancholy 
air  :  thofe  who  are  not  fo  conftrained,  exercife 
themfelves  in  dancing,  leaping,  and  playing 
tricks,  and  ufe  a  number  of  torches,  except  it 
happen  to  be  moon  light. 

Captain  Davis  intended,  as  foon  as  he  had 
got  into  the  church,  to  prevail  on  the  Indians 
to  lend  him  their  affiftance  againft  the  Spa- 
niards :  and  all  things  feemed  in  a  fair  way  to 
fucceed,  when  juft  as  they  were  entering  the 
church,  one  of  his  men,  who  thought  an  Indian 
before  him  went  on  too  flow,  pufhed  him  for- 
ward ;  upon  which,  the  poor  fellow  being  frigh- 
tened, ran  haftily  away,  and  all  the  others  fol- 
lowing him,  captain  Davis  and  the  prieft  were 
left  in  the  church  by  themfelves. 

The  captain,  not  knowing  what  caufed  the 
confufion,  ordered  the  men  to  fire  upon  the  fugi- 
tives ;  and  his  frienJ,  the  fecretary,  being  kil- 
led at  one  of  the  firft  fhots,  his  correfpondence 
with  thefe  people  was  entirely  at  an  end. 

Thefhips  coming  to  an  anchor  near  the  ifle 
of  Amapalla  the  fame  afternoon,  captain  Davis 
and  his  men  went  on  board,  taking  the  friar 
with  them  ;  who  told  them,  that  as  the  fecretary 
was  dead,  the  only  thing  they  could  do,  would 
be  to  fend  for  the  cacique  •,  which  being  done, 
he  came  on  board,  attended  by  fix  of  his  prin- 
cipal people,  and  being  received  in  a  very 
friendly  manner,  they  remained  on  board  as  long 
as  the  fhips  lay  in  the  gulph,  directing  them 
where  to  go  for  wood,  and  water,  and  cattle, 
and  readily  affording  them  all  the  affiftance  in 
their  power  ;  for  which  the  captain  rewarded 
them  with  fome  trifling  prefents,  with  which 
they  departed  highly  Satisfied. 

Having  put  the  friar  on  fhore,  captain  Davis 
failed  out  of  the  gulph  of  Amapalla  on  the  third 
of  September  1684,  leaving  the  cacique  and  his 
attendants  in  pofleffion  of  one  of  the  prizes, 
which  was  half  full  of  flour. 

Captain  Eaton  had  parted  company  the  pre- 
ceding day  •,     but   though  in   lefs    than  three 
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weeks  he  offered  to  join  captain  Davis  again  off 
the  ifland  of  Flata,  yet  Davis's  men  refuted  to 
fhare  with  Eaton's  people,  in  fuch  prizes  as 
might  fall  into  their  hands. 

The  ifland  of  Plata  is  pretty  high,  and  fur- 
rounded  with  rocky  clifts,  except  in  one  place, 
where  a  torrent  of  frcih  water  pours  down  from 
the  rocks.  Itproducesgra!s,andthreeorfourfmall 
kinds  of  trees,  which  Dampier  did  not  know  the 
name  of.  It  abounds  with  the  birds  called  boo- 
bies, and  the  man  of  war  bird  ;  and  near  the 
fhore  are  plenty  of  fmad  turtle.  It  is  faid  to 
have  been  named  La  Plata,  becaufe  here  the 
rich  prize  ot  plate,  called  the  Cac;fuego,  was 
divided  by  Sir  Francis  Drake  among  his  men. 

They  flayed  here  only  one  day,  and  then 
fleered  for  point  St.  Helena,  which  is  a  high 
flat  land,  beating  fouth  from  La  Plata  in 
twenty-three  degrees  fifteen  minutes  fouth  lati- 
tude. 

On  the  north  fide  is  a  large  bay,  on  the  fhore 
of  which  ftands  a  poor  village,  which  is  alfo 
called  St.  Helena,  inhabited  by  Indians,  who 
have  neither  grain,  plant,  or  fruit,  but  water 
melons,  which  are  very  large  and  fweet  :  they 
have  neither  fpring  nor  river  of  any  kind  near 
them  ;  and  are  obliged  to  fetch  their  frefh  wa- 
ter from  a  river  at  four  leagues  diftance.  They 
live  chiefly  upon  fi(h,  but  what  maize  they  get, 
is  in  exchange  for  a  bituminous  fubftance,  which 
the  Spaniards  call  Algatrane,  which  iffues  out 
of  the  earth  above  high  water  mark,  and 
which,  when  boiled,  anfwers  all  the  purpofes 
of  piich.  The  Captain  landed  fome  men 
here,  who  fcized  a  fmall  bark  which  they  p;e- 
ferved  from  being  burnt,  the  Indians  having 
f-t  it  on  fire,  as  they  affirmed,  by  command  of 
the  viceroy  j  they  alfo  took  fome  of  them  pri- 
foners,  from  whom  they  learnt  that  the  viceroy 
had  commanded  all  feamen  to  burn  their  veficis 
and  take  to  their  boats,  if  they  fhoiild  hap- 
pen to  fall  in  the  way  of  the  Englifh  Buc- 
caneers. 

The  men  coming  back  the  fame  evening, 
they  failed  again  for  the  ifland  of  Plata,  where 
they  anchored  on  the  twenty- fixth  of  September, 
and  immediately  fent  fome  of  the  men  to 
Manra,  an  In.iian  village  three  leagues  weft  of 
Cape  Lorenzo ;  but  the  inhabitants,  perceiv- 
ing their  approach,  fled  from  the  town,  ex- 
cept two  decripid  old  women,  who  declared 
that  the  viceroy  having  heard  that  a  number  of 
men  were  marched  over-land,  through  Darien, 
to  the  South  Seas,  had  ordered  the  fhips  to  be 
burnt,  the  goats  on  the  ifland  of  Plata  to  be 
deftroyed,  and  no  provifions  kept  there,  but 
what  was  wanted  for  immediate  ufc. 

Manta  is  fituated  on  an  eafy  afcent,  and 
though  it  con  fills  only  of  a  few  ftraggling 
houfes,  it  affords  an  agreeable  profpecl  from 
the  fea.  The  foil  is  dry  and  fandy,  producing 
only  a  few  fhrubs ,  fo  that  the  inhabitants  are 
fupplied  with  corn  and  roots  from  Panama  and 
Lima. 

The  town  was  formerly  inhabited  by  the 
Spaniards,  and  has  a  pretty  church  adorned 
with  carved  work  :  and  between  it  and  the  fea, 
is  a  fpring  of  excellent   water.     Behind   the 


town,  at  fome  diftance  up  the  country,  is  a 
high  hill  in  the  form  of  a  fugar  loaf,  called 
Monte  Chrifto.  About  a  mile  and  half  from 
the  fhore,  oppofite  the  village,  is  a  dangerous 
rock  which  never  appears  above  water. 

As  the  alarm  which  had  been  fpread  through 
the  country  prevented  their  finding  any  booty, 
they  returned  on  board,  and  the  next  day  failed 
back  to  the  ifland  of  Plata,  where  having  waited 
till  the  fecond  of  October,  and  being  undeter- 
mined what  courfe  to  take,  they  were  then  join- 
ed by  captain  Swan,  in  the  Cygnet,  a  fhip  from 
London,  who  came  on  a  trading  voyage,  but 
having  met  with  many  difappointments,  his  men 
had  forced  him  to  take  on  board  a  party  of 
Buccaneers,  who  had  travelled  over  the  Ifthmus 
of  Darien,  under  the  command  of  captain  Peter 
Harris,  who  having  a  fmall  bark,  and  being 
now  three  of  them  in  company,  they  earneftly 
wifhed  to  meet  with  captain  Eaton,  as  they  hop- 
ed, with  fuch  a  force,  to  be  abie  to  undertake 
an  expedition  cf  fome  confequence  ;  the  bark 
was  therefore  immediately  fent  in  fearch  of  him, 
with  a  letter  inviting  him  fhare  their  fortune  ; 
but  (he  had  not  the  good  fortune  to  meet  him, 
he  having  lately  quitted  thofe  feas,  and,  as  it 
was  imagined,  gone  for  the  Eaft  Indies  ;  a 
fcheme  which  he  had  for  a  long  time  propofed  to 
execute. 

The  bark  which  had  been  three  days  cruizing, 
took  a  prize  of  four  hundred  tons,  laden  with 
timber,  bound  from  Guiaquil  to  Lima  ;  the 
matter  of  which  told  them,  that  the  viceroy  of 
Peru,  was  fitting  out  ten  frigates,  to  drive  them 
out  of  thofe  feas.  This  news,  though  difagree- 
able,  did  not  difcourage  them  from  making  a 
defcent  upon  Payta,  where  on  the  fecond  of  No- 
vember they  landed  one  hundred  and  ten  men, 
and  having  feized  upon  the  town,  kept  poffef- 
lion  of  it  for  feveral  days,  in  hopes  that  the 
inhabitants  would  have  redeemed  it;  but  that 
not  being  done,  they  fet  the  town  on  fire,  and 
retired  to  the  fhips. 

The  captains  had  offered  to  fpare  the  town 
for  three  hundred  facks  of  flour,  three  thoufand 
pounds  of  fugar,  twenty-five  jars  of  wine,  and 
one  thoufand  jars  of  water  ;  but  thefe  moderate 
conditions  were  flighted. 

The  Buccaneers  left  the  bay  of  Payta,  on  the 
tenth  of  November  at  night,  fteering  by  the  be- 
nefit of  a  land  breeze,  towards  the  ifland  of 
Lobos  de  la  Mar,  and  on  the  fourteenth  came 
up  with  Lobos  de  la  Terra,  where  fome  of  the 
men  landing,  killed  a  number  of  feals,  boobies 
and  penguins,  which,  as  they  had  been  long 
without  frefh  meat,  proved  a  feafonable  refrefh- 
ment. 

They  arrived  at  Lobos  de  la  Mar,  on  the 
nineteenth,  where  the  Mofkito-men  ftruck  a 
great  number  of  turtle,  and  taking  on  board 
out  of  a  prize,  which  they  had  formerly  left 
there,  fome  planks  for  firing,  they  came  to  a  re- 
folution  of  attacking  Guiaquil,  which  is  fitua- 
ted in  a  bay  of  the  fame  name,  between  cape 
Blanco  on  the  fouth,  and  point  Chandy  on  the 
North  ;  and  at  the  bottom  of  the  bay  lies  a 
fmall  ifland,  fhaped  like  a  dead  man  in  a 
fhroud,  called  St.  Clara. 

Having 
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Having  heretofore  had  a  defign  againft  Guia- 
quil,  they  left  the  fhips  at  Cape  Blanco,  and 
fttered  with  a  bark  and  ibme  canoes  to  the  ifle  of 
St.  Clara,  and  thence  in  two  canoes  to  Point 
Arena,  where  they  the  next  day  took  ibme  of 
the  fifhermen  of  Puna,  and  afterwards  feized  the 
town.  The  next  ebb  they  took  a  bark  coming 
from  Guiaquil,  laden  with  Quito  cloth,  from 
the  mafter  of  which  they  learnt,  that  there  were 
three  barks  full  of  negroes  confine;  with  the 
next  tide. 

Leaving  five  men  on  board  the  bark,  they 
embarked  all  the  reft  in  canoes,  and  proceeded 
towards  Guiaquil,  but  the  canoes  being  heavily 
laden,  it  was  break  of  day  before  they  got  with- 
in two  leagues  of  the  town  ;  whereupon  they  hid 
themfelves  all  day  in  a  neighbouring  creek,  and 
lent  one  of  the  canoes  back  to  the  bark,  with 
orders  not  to  fire  at  any  thing  till  next  day  •,  but 
before  they  arrived  with  thefe  directions,  two 
barks  filled  with  negroes  coming  out  of  the  har- 
bour with  the  evening  tide,  and  falling  down 
with  the  ebb  towards  Puna,  coming  within  fight 
of  the  Engliih  bark,  they  fired  three  guns  at 
them  ;  which  put  the  Englifh  in  the  canoes  in 
great  confirmation,  not  doubting  but  the  peo- 
ple of  the  town  had  taken  the  alarm  •,  where- 
upon ibme  of  the  company  were  for  advancing 
to  the  town  immediately,  and  others  for  return- 
ing to  the  fhips  •,  but  as  the  ebb  tide  prevented 
their  going  upwards,  captain  Davis  with  fifty 
of  his  men,  determined  to  march  by  land  to  the 
place,  but  the  reft  judging  that  it  was  im- 
pofllble  they  ihould  fucceed,  continued  in  the 
creek  to  wait  the  event. 

After  an  abfence  of  four  hours,  captain  Davis 
and  his  men,  being  almoft  choaked  among  the 
mangrove  woods,  which  grew  in  the  marihes, 
and  finding  it  impofiible  to  proceed,  returned. 
It  was  then  determined  to  row  up  within  fight 
of  the  town,  and,  if  they  found  themfelves  dif- 
covered,  to  retire  without  attempting  to  land  -, 
therefore  rowing  through  the  north  eaft  channel, 
they  got  within  view  of  the  town  during  the 
night;  when,  on  a  fudden,  at  the  difcharge  of 
a  muiket,  they  perceived  the  whole  place  to  be 
full  of  lights,  and  as  they  had  feen  but  one  be- 
fore, they  certainly  concluded  that  they  were 
difcovered  ;  but  feveral  of  them  bbferving  that 
the  Spaniards  ufed  lights  on  the  evenings  pre- 
ceeding  their  feftivals,  and  that  the  next  was  a 
holiday,  they  upbraided  captain  Swan  and  his 
men  with  cowardice. 

On  this  they  landed  at  a  place  about  two 
miles  from  the  town,  which  being  over-run  with 
woods  they  were  forced  to  wait  for  day-light  ; 
when  having  an  Indian  guide,  whom  they  had 
taken  three  days  before,  a  cord  was  tied  to  him, 
and  he  was  led  by  one  of  captain  Davis's  men, 
who  feemed  one  of  the  moft  forward  in  the  en- 
terprize  ;  but  now,  perhaps,  beginning  to  re- 
pent his  raihnefs,  he  cut  the  rope,  ^nd  let  the 
Indian  efcape  into  the  town.  "When  he  thought 
the  fellow  was  at  a  proper  diftance,  he  cried  out 
that  fomebody  had  cut  the  rope  ;  when  the 
company  having  fearched  in  vain  for  the  fugi- 
tive, determined  to  abandon  the  enterprize  •, 
however  they  landed  on  the  oppofite  ftiore,  and 
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killed  a  cow,  which  they  dreiTed  and  ate,  undif- 
turbed  by  the  inhabitants. 

On  the  ninth  of  December  they  returned  to 
Puna,  and  in  their  way  took  the  two  barks 
abovementioned,  and  finding  a  thoufand  ne- 
groes on  board,  they  kept  about  fixty,  and  left 
the  reft,  with  the  barks,  behind,  and  foon  faw 
them  make  the  ihore.  Mr.  Dampier  feems  of 
opinion  that  this  was  a  very  impolitic  proceeding, 
and  that  if  they  had  taken  thefe  people  directly 
over  the  Ifthmus  of  Darien,  they  might  have 
been  able  to  have  worked  the  gold  mines  of  St. 
Maria  ;  an  undertaking  which  would  have  been 
fo  well  fupported  by  the  Englifii  and  French 
privateers,  from  all  parts  of  the  weft  Indies, 
that  they  might  have  been  able  to  have  ftood 
their  ground  againft  all  the  power  of  Spain  in 
that  part  of  the  world  •,  and  in  time  have  been 
ftrong  enough  to  have  extended  their  conquefts 
to  the  wealthy  gold  mines  of  the  province  of 
Quito. 

They  fet  fail  on  the  thirteenth,  and  in  three 
days  arrived  at  La  Plata,  in  their  way  to  which 
they  met  the  bark,  which  they  had  fent  in  fearch 
of  captain  Eaton,  of  whom  they  had  got  no  in- 
telligence ;  here  they  divided  the  eloth  which 
they  had  taken  on  board  the  bark  ;  and  hav- 
ing fupplied  themfelves  with  freih  water,  they 
refolved  to  fteer  for  Lavelia,  a  town  in  the  bay 
of  Panama. 

Accordingly  they  failed  on  the  twenty-third^ 
and  the  next  morning  pafied  in  fight  of  cape 
Pafiao,  a  high  round  point,  covered  with  fruit 
trees,  on  the  land  fide,  but  bare  towards  the  fea, 
Eetwixt  this  and  Cape  Francifco  are  abundance  of 
fmall  points,  full  of  various  kinds  of  trees,which 
inclofe  fo  many  fandy  creeks. 

As  their  defign  was  to  fearch  for  canoes  in- 
feme  river,  unfrequented  by  the  Spaniards,  they 
endeavoured  to  make  the  ifiand  of  St.  Jago,  on 
account  of  its  vicinity  to  the  ifie  of  Gailo,  where 
there  was  fafe  anchorage  for  the  fhips,  and  gold 
in  great  plenty. 

The  river  of  St.  Jago  is  large  and  navigable,, 
and  about  feven  leagues  from  the  fea  it  divides 
itielf  into  two  branches,  furrounding  a  large 
ifiand,  the  mould  of  which  is  of  a  deep  black, 
producing  a  number  of  tall  trees,  among  which, 
the  largeft  are  the  cabbage  trees,  and  thole  of 
red  and  white  cotton. 

The  cabbage  is  the  tailed,  and  Mr.  Dampier 
meafured  one  that  was  one  hundred  and  twenty 
feet  long.  It  has  no  branches  but  near  the  top, 
where  they  fprout  out  to  the  length  of  twelve  or 
fourteen  feet,  covered  with  fmall  long  leaves, 
in  fuch  regular  order,  that  at  a  diftance  they 
appear  but  as  one  leaf.  In  the  middle  of  thefe 
branches  grows  the  fruit,  which  is  as  big  as  a- 
man's  leg,  about  a  foot  long,  as  white  as  miik, 
and  very  fweet,  whether  eaten  raw  or  boiled. 
As  foon  as  the  head  is  gone,  the  tree  dies  •,  for 
which  reafon  they  cut  it  down  to  gather  the 
fruit.  Between  the  cabbage  and  ths  branches, 
many  fmall  twigs  fprout  forth,  about  two  feet 
long,  at  the  end  of  which  grow  hard  round  ber- 
ries, about  the  fize  of  a  cherry,  which  falling 
once  a  year,  afford  excellent  food  for  the  hogs. 
The  body  of  the  tree  is  full  of  round  rings  from 

top 
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top  to  bottom,  about  half  a  foot  afunder  •, 
the  bark  is  thin  and  brittle,  the  wood  black 
and  hard,  and  there  is  a  white  pith  in  the 
middle  of  the  tree.  The  pleafing  verdure  of 
thefe  trees  are  a  great  ornament  to  the  grove, 
and  they  are  much  ufed  by  the  planters  of  Ja- 
maica. 

The  white  cotton  tree  grows  to  a  confidera- 
ble  height,  branching  out  like  the  Englifh  oak, 
the  body  being  biggeft  in  the  middle,  like  a 
nine-pin,  and  the  bark  of  a  grey  colour,  and 
extremely  fmooth.  The  leaves  are  of  the  fize 
of  thole  of  a  plumb-tree,  are  oval,  fmooth,  jag- 
ged at  the  ends,  and  of  a  dark  green.  When 
the  cotton  is  ripe,  which  is  about  the  month  of 
November,  the  trees  look  like  apple-trees  in 
blofToin.  This  cotton  is  very  fine,  but  not  be- 
ing fubftantial,  the  people  in  the  Weft  Indies  do 
not  think  it  worth  gathering  •,  but  in  the  Eaft 
Indies  it  is  ufed  for  ftuffing  of  pillows. 

That  called  the  red  cotton  tree,  produces  no 
cotton,  and  its  wood  is  tougher  than  the  white, 
which,  in  other  refpedts,  it  very  much  refem- 
bles ;  and  the  wood  of  both  is  fomewhat  fpungy, 
and  fit  only  for  the  making  of  canoes,  nor 
will  it  laft  long,  even  for  that  purpofe,  unlefs 
it  is  often  tarred. 

The  continual  rains  which  fall  in  this  part  of 
Peru,  added  to  the  natural  ferocity  of  the  in- 
habitants, which  it  appears  impoffible  to  tame, 
have  prevented  the  Spaniards  from  making  any 
confiderable  difcoveries  on  this  coaft  •,  and  the 
people  bear  fo  mortal  a  hatred  to  the  Spaniards, 
and  are  fo  jealous  of  all  other  Europeans,  that 
whoever  attempts  to  row  up  the  river,  muft  lie 
expofed  to  their  ambufcades  on  each  fide  ■,  and 
they  are  fuch  excellent  markfmen,  that  their  ar- 
rows feldom  mifs  their  aim. 

Notvvithftanding  thefe  dangers,  Mr.  Dampier 


and  fon-e  others,  ventured  to  row  fix  leagues  up 
the  river,  till  they  came  to  two  huts,  where  they 
found  a  hog,  Which  appeared  to  be  of  the  Eu- 
ropean kind,  and  fome  fowls  and  plantanes, 
which  they  drefied  and  fed  very  heartily  upon  ; 
while  the  poor  Indians,  who  owned  them,  fee- 
ing their  approach,  took  their  wives  and  children 
into  their  canoes,  and  paddled  away  with  fuch 
expedition,  that  there  was  no  poffibility  of 
catching  them. 

On  the  oppofite  fide  they  faw  many  huts, 
which,  like  thefe,  were  covered  with  Palmeto 
leaves,  but  the  ftream  being  very  rapid  they 
were  afraid  to  venture  farther  up  •,  fo  that  after 
a  day's  excurfion,  they  returned  to  their  fhips, 
which  v/ere  ftationed  off  Gallo,  a  fmall  uninha- 
bited ifland,  about  three  leagues  from  the  mouth 
of  the  river  Tomaco  •,  and  four  and  a  half  from 
an  Indian  village  of  the  fame  name  ;  where,  at 
twelve  o'clock  on  the  following  night,  they 
made  a  defcent,  and  going  into  one  of  the  houfes, 
they  feized  upon  all  the  inhabitants  ;  among 
whom  was  Don  Diego  de  Pinas  a  Spaniih  knight, 
who  was  come  thither  to  lade  timber  -,  but  find- 
ing nothing  in  the  veiTel  that  brought  him, 
but  thirteen  jars  of  wine,  they  took  them  out, 
and  turned  the  Vefiel  adrift. 

The  fame  day  three  Indians,  in  a  canoe,  came 
on  board  ;  they  were  of  low  ftature,  ftrait  and 
well  limbed,  with  black  hair,  long  faces,  fmall 
eyes  and  nofes,  and  of  a  dark  complexion. 

On  the  thirty-firft  feveral  cf  the  men,  who  had 
been  fome  leagues  up  the  river,  with  two  canoes, 
returned  and  brought  with  them  feveral  ounces 
of  gold,  which  they  had  found  in  a  houfe  be- 
longing to  a  lady  of  Lima,  who  kept  fervants 
here,  to  trade  with  the  Indians  for  gold,  and 
who  at  fight  of  the 'canoes,  had  made  their  ef- 
cape  into  the  country. 


CHAPTER     III. 

They  take  a  Spani/b  packet  boat  bound  to  Lima  ;  defcription  of  the  Pearl  Ijlands ;  account  of 
New  Panama  ;  defcription  of  the  mammee  tree  ;  they  are  in  great  danger  of  being  defrayed ; 
are  joined  by  more  buccaneers ;  are  reinforced  by  captain   Townley  ;    defcription  of  fruits, 
which  grow  on  the  ijland  of  Chepelio  ;  account  of  the  town  and  river  of  Cheapo  ;  account  of 
an  unfuccefsful  attempt  upon  the  Spanijh  fleet  ;  the  city  of  Leon  defcribed ;  account  of  their 
taking  and  burning  that  city  ;  defcription  of  Rio  Leja,  and  the  taking  rf  it  ;   Davis  and 
Swan  part  company,  and  Dampier  goes  with  the  latter  ;  defcription  cf  Guatimala,  and  of 
the  port  of  Guatulco  ;  fome  of  the  people  narrowly  efcape  being  deflroyed ;  they  attempt 
tofeize  ajloip  in  the  harbour  of  Acapulco,  but  do  not  fucceed ;  feize  a  number  of  mules  laden 
with  provifions  ;  cruize  for  the   Manila  fl-'ip,  which  efcapes  them  ;  the  Captains  Townley 
and  Swanfeperate. 


AS  they  were  going  in  their  canoes  from 
Tomaco  towards  Gallo,  on  the  firft  of 
January  1685,  they  feized  a  Spaniih 
packet  boat  going  from  Panama  to  Lima,  by 
which  they  learnt  that  the  Armada  was  arrived 
from  Spain  at  Porto  Bello,  where  it  waited  for 
the  Plate  fleet  from  Lima :  on  which  they 
changed  their  refolution  of  going  to  Lavelia, 
and  refolvcd  to  rendezvous  among  the  King's  or 


Pearl  iflands,  by  which  the  fhips   bound  from 
Lima  to  Panama,  muft  necefianiy  pafs. 

Hereupon  they  failed  on  the  feventh  of  the 
month,  and  on  the  eighth  took  a  fhip  of  ninety 
tons,  laden  with  flour,  and  having  a  gentle  gale 
from  the  fouth,  they  continued  their  voyage,  and 
next  day  anchored  on  the  weft  fide  of  Go-gj- 
na,  an  ifland  twentv-five  leagues  diitant  from 
Gallo. 

Ther 
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T    .  :!  their  voyage  on  the  thirteenth, 

>  •       •.■nty-fifth,  tins  little  fleet,  which 
co;  two  flout  fhips,  commanded  by  Da- 

vis van,  the  prize  of  ninety  tons,  and  two 

tei  ders,  came  into  a  deep  well  -inclofed  channel, 
on  fie  north  fide  of  St.  Paul's  ifle,  which  is  a 
good  place  for  careening. 

The  Pearl  iflands  are  numerous,  low  and 
woody  •,  feven  leagues  from  the  continent,  and 
twelve  from  Panama.  Mr.  Dampier  fays,  that 
though  in  the  maps  they  are  called  Pearl  iflands, 
he  could  not  find  one  pearl  oyfter  near  them. 
The  moft  northern  ifland  is  called  Pachea  or 
Pacheque,  and  St.  Paul's  is  the  moft  foutherly  : 
all  the  reft  of  them,  though  large,  having  no 
names.  The  negroes  who  belong  to  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Panama  have  planted  fome  of  thefe 
iflands  with  plantanes,  bananas  and  rice.  The 
channel  betwixt  them  and  the  continent,  is  feven 
or  eight  leagues  broad,  of  a  moderate  depth, 
and  has  good  anchoring  all  along  it  ;  and  tho' 
'the  iflands  lie  dole  together,  there  are  good  chan- 
nels between  them,  proper  for  boats. 

Having  fent  their  barks  on  a  cruize  towards 
Panama,  they  returned  on  the  fourth  day,  with 
a  prize  laden  with  maize,  faked  beef  and 
fowls.  They  found  abundance  of  oyfters  in 
the  harbour,  together  with  mufcles,  limpers, 
and  clams,  which  laft  are  a  kind  of  oyfters 
that  cling  fo  clofe  to  the  rocks,  that,  to  be 
eaten,  they  muft  be  opened  on  the  fpot.  They 
alfo  found  turtle-doves  and  pigeons  here. 

The  fhips  being  well  careened  by  the  four- 
teenth of  February,  they  took  in  wood  and 
water,  and  failed  out  among  the  iflands,  where 
on  the  fixteenth  they  anchored  within  a  league 
of  the  ifland  of  Pacheque,  and  on  the  eighteenth 
fleered  with  a  north  eaft  wind,  directly  towards 
Panama,  and  anchored  oppolite  Old  Panama, 
once  a  place  of  confiderable  confequence,  but 
the  greateft  part  of  it  being  laid  in  afhes  by  Sir 
Henry  Morgan  in  1673,  it  was  never  rebuilt. 

New  Panama  which  ftands  on  the  river  fide, 
four  leagues  from  the  old  town,  is  a  handfome 
city  watered  by  feveral  rivers,  fome  of  which 
have  gold  in  them,  and  which  run  into  the  bay. 
The  houfes  are  chiefly  of  brick  ;  and  with  the 
churches,  monafteries,  and  prefident's  houfe,  our 
author  fays,  make  the  beft  appearance  of  any 
buildings  he  faw  in  that  country.  This  place 
has  a  view  of  many  pleafant  iflands,  and  from 
the  variety  of  hills,  vallies,  groves  and  plains 
around  it,  affords  a  moft  enchanting  profpect 
from  the  fea.  It  is  encompafled  by  a  high 
ftone  wall,  on  which  a  number  of  guns  are 
mounted,  which  formerly  were  placed  only  on 
the  land  fide,  but  now  are  alfo  planted  towards 
the  fea. 

This  city  has  a  vaft  trade,  being  the  ftaple 
for  all  goods,  to  and  from  all  parts  of  Peru 
and  Chili ;  befides  that  every  three  years,  when 
the  Spanifh  fhips  go  to  Porto  Bello,  the  Plate 
fleet  comes  hither  with  the  King's  plate,  as 
well  as  what  belongs  to  the  merchants,  whence 
it  is  carried  by  mules  to  Porto  Bello  •,  and  at 
that  time  every  thing  is  exceflive  dear  here. 

On  the  twentieth  of  March  they  anchored  about 
a  league  from  the  Perico  iflands,  and  on  the 


twenty-firft  another  prize  fell  into  their  hands, 
laden  with  hogs,  beef,  fowls,  and  fait  from 
Lavelia. 

Three  days  after   they  took  this  vefiel  they 
fteered  for  Tobago,    an    ifland  in  the  bay  of 
Panama,    three  miles  long  and  one  broad,  the 
foil  of  which   produces  plenty  of  plantains  and 
bananas,      together   with   cocoa   and   niammee 
trees  •,  which  laft  are  fixty  or  feventy  feet  high, 
are  without  knots  or   boughs,    except   at  the 
top,  where  fome  fmall  branches  fprout  out,  thick 
and  clofe  together-,  the  fruit  is  of  thebignefs  of  a 
large  quince  •,  round,  and  covered  with  a  grey 
rind,  which  before  it  is  ripe,  is  brittle  ;  but  when 
come  to  maturity,  turns  yellow,  and  will  peel 
with  eafe.      The  ripe  fruit  has  an  agreeable 
fmell   and  tafte,  and  has  two  rough  ftones  in 
the  middle,  each  of  which  is  about  the  fize  of 
a  large  almond.     The  fouth  weft  lide  of  this 
ifland  is  covered  with  trees  and  fire  wood,  and 
on  the  north  fide,  there  is  a  fine  frefli-water 
fpring    which    falls  into  the  fea.      Here  was 
formerly  a  handfome  church,  but  it  has  been 
deftroyed   by  the  Buccaneers,  and  to  the  north- 
weft  lies  a  fmall  town  called  Tobagilla,  near 
which  they  came  to  an  anchor  on  the  twenty- 
fifth,  and  had  like  to  have  been  deftroyed  by  a 
pretended  trader,  who  under  a  fliew  of  trading 
privately  with  them,    inftead  of  bringing   his 
bark  in  the  night  laden  with  merchandize,  ad- 
vanced towards  them  in  a  fire  fhip  •,  but  fome 
of  the  people  fufpecting  his  defign,  fired  upon 
the  vefiel,  whereupon  thofe  who  attended  her 
took  to  their  boats,  and  the  Englilh  cutting 
their  cables  to  avoid  her,  (lie  blew  up  without 
doing  any  damage  •,  at  the  fame  time  a  fmall 
float  which  was  in  fight,  guided  by  one  man, 
and  was  fuppofed  to  be  a  compound  of  com- 
buftibles  defigned  to  lay  hold  of  their  rudder, 
alfo  difappeared. 

Thefe  engines  are  faid  to  have  been  contriv- 
ed by  captain  Bond,  who  formerly  deferted 
from  them  to  the  Spaniards,  for  without  his 
afliftance  they  could  not  have  fitted  out  a  fire 
fhip.  The  ignorance  of  the  Spaniards  in  the 
South  Seas,  in  maritime  affairs,  being  altoge- 
ther aftonifhing  •,  and  it  is  common  for  the 
veflels  there  to  be  manned  with  Indians,  hav- 
ing only  one  Spaniard  on  board,  who  is  the 
commander. 

On  the  morning  of  the  twenty-eighth,  they 
were  joined  by  two  hundred  Englifh  and 
eighty  French  Buccaneers,  who  came  from  the 
north  fea  over  the  Ifthmus  of  Darien.  The 
Englifh  were  taken  on  board  by  the  Captains 
Davis  and  Swan,  and  the  reft  put  into  the 
prize  they  had  taken,  loaden  with  flour,  under 
the  command  of  a  Frenchman  called  Captain 
Gronet,  who  offered  Davis  and  Swan  each  a 
commiflion  from  the  governor  of  Petit  Guave  : 
but  Swan  having  a  commiflion  from  the  Duke 
of  York,  refufed  it,  and  Davis  accepted  one. 

It  was  very  common  about  this  time  for  this 
governor  to  furnifh  the  Buccaneers  with  com- 
miflions,  and  alfo  to  give  them  blank  ones  for 
any  other  perfons  with  whom  they  might  chance 
to  join  company  :  and  although  they  were  in 
fact  no  more  than  a  licence,  to  hunt  fowl  and 

fifh 
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fifh  on  the  iflaiid  of  Hifpaniola,  yet  under  the 
fan&ion  of  them,  they  had  committed  the  moft 
abominable  depredations  in  America,  both  by 
lea  and  land. 

With  this  additional  reinforcement,  they  fet 
fail  on  the  fecond  of  March,  towards  the  gulph 
of  St.  Michael,  in  fearch  of  Captain  Townley, 
who  was  faid  to  be  eroding  the  lfthmus  with 
one  hundred  and  eighty  men,  with  whom  they 
came  up  the  next  day  among  the  Pearl  iflands. 
Townley  had  taken  two  barks,  one  laden  with 
fugar  and  the  other  with  flour,  and  fome  jars 
of  wine  and  brandy*  which  he  divided  among 
the  men  belonging  to  Davis  and  Swan,  as  he 
wanted  the  jars  to  fill  them  with  water  •,  in  fearch 
of  which,  as  it  was  the  dry  feafon,  they  fleered 
to  point  Garachina,  where  the  natives  gave  them 
refrefhments,  but  meeting  with  no  water,  they 
flood  over  for  Port  Pines,  fo  called  from  the  great 
number  of  pines  which  grow  on  the  fhore  ;  but 
the  fea  ran  fo  high  that  the  boats  could  not  make 
land  ;  wherefore  they  fleered  for  Tobago,  and 

their  courfe   fell   in  with  four  Indians,  and  a 


in 


Mulattoe  in  a  canoe,  who  having  been  on  board 
the  fire  fhip  that  was  fent  to  burn  captain  Davis's 
vefiel,  they  were  immediately  hanged. 

"While  they  were  employed  in  taking  in  wood 
and  water,  at  the  ifland  of  Perico,  at  which  place 
they  caft  anchor  on  the  third  of  April,  they  fent 
four  canoes  to  the  continent  to  get  fugar  in  the 
adjacent  fugar  works,  to  make  up  their  cocoa 
into  chocolate,  and  to  get  fome  copper  kettles, 
which,  as  their  numbers  were  confiderably  in- 
creafed,  were  much  wanted  for  the  boiling  of 
provifions  ■,  and  they  brought  back  three  kettles 
with  them. 

In  the  interim  captain  Davis  fent  his  bark  to 
the  ifland  of  Otoque,  in  the  Bay  of  Panama, 
which  is  inhabited  only  by  few  negroes  who  breed 
fowls  and  hogs  •,  where  they  found  a  meflenger, 
who  was  difpatched  to  Panama,  with  an  account 
that  the  Lima  fleet  was  tailed.  Moft  of  the  let- 
ters had  been  thrown  into  the  fea,  but  from  the 
-  reft  they  learnt  that  the  fleet  was  coming  under 
a  convoy,  confifting  of  all  fuch  fhips  as  they  had 
been  able  to  get  together  from  Peru.  Being  in- 
formed by  the  pilot  that  the  king's  fliips  always 
came  that  way,  thty  failed  back  to  the  Pearl 
iilands  on  the  tenth,  and  on  the  twenty-fecond, 
arrived  at  Chepelio,  one  of  the  pleafanteft  iflands 
in  die  bay  of  Panama,  though  but  a  mile  in 
length  and  not  quite  fo  broad. 

The  foil  is  good,  and  produces  plenty  of  deli- 
cious fruits,  in  particular  plantanes,  fapadilloes, 
avogato-pears,  mammee  fapotas,  and  ftar-apples. 
The  Sapadillo  is  rather  longer,  but  about  the  fize 
of  a  bergamot  pear  -,  the  juice  of  it,  when  firft 
gathered,  is  white  and  clammy,  but  if  laid  by 
for  two  or  three  days,  it  grows  fweet,.  and  the 
fruit  becomes  foft  and  lufcious  •,  two  or  three 
black  ftones,  about  the  fize  of  a  pompion-feed 
are  found  within  it.  The  Avogato  Pear  is  about 
the  fize  of  a  lemon,  and  when  ripe  is  as  foft  as 
butter,  and  of  a  greenifli  yellow.  When  it  has 
been  gathered  three  or  four  days,  the  rind  comes 
q&"  with  cafe.  As  it  has  an  mfipid  tafte,  it  is 
rally  eaten  with  fugar  and  lime  juice,  or  a 
ntane  and  fait.     The  ftone  of  it  is  as 


big  as  a  horie-plumb.  This  fruit  being  efteemed 
agreat  provocative,  the  Spaniards  have  planted  it 
near  moft  of  their  habitations  on  the  north  fea. 

The  infide  of  the  mammee-fapota  is  of  a  deep 
red,  and  contains  a  rough,  flat,  long,  ftone. 
This  is  the  principal  fruit  of  the  Weft  Indies,  and 
is  very  pleafant  and  whclibme.  The  ftar-apple 
grows  to  the  height  of  our  quince-tree  •,  the 
fruit  is  about  the  fize  of  a  large  apple,  but  is  fo 
covered  with  the  broad  oval  leaves  of  the  tree, 
that  it  is  fcarcely  to  be  feen. 

The  river  Cheapo  rifing  in  the  mountains 
on  the  north  fide,  is  afterwards  inclofed  be- 
tween them  and  thofe  on  the  South  ;  and  run- 
ning gently  to  the  weft,  in  form  of  a  femi-circle, 
falls  into  the  fea  at  the  diftance  of  feveh  leagues 
from  Panama.  The  city  of  Cheapo  ftands 
on  the  left  bank  of  the  river,  about  fix 
leagues  from  the  fea,  in  a  fine  open  country,  which 
by  the  help  of  woods,  hills,  and  pafture  grounds, 
affords  a  very  delightful  proipecl  ;  but  the  whole 
is  woodland,  for  many  leagues  on  the  fouth  fide 
of  the  river. 

On  the  twenty-fourth,  the  two  hundred  and 
fifty  men,  who  had  been  fent  to  this  place,  re- 
turned, having  taken  it  without  oppofition  > 
but  found  nothing  worth  mentioning  in  it.  In 
their  way  thither,  they  took  a  canoe  with  armed 
men,  but  moft  of  them  made  their  efcape. 

Captain  Harris  joining  them  on  the  twenty- 
fifth,  they  failed  the  next  day  for  Tobago, where 
they  arrived  on  the  twenty-eighth,  and  having 
fome  thoughts  of  making  an  attempt  upon  Pa- 
nama, they  examined  fome  prifoners  they  had 
feized  as  to  its  ftrength  •,  and,  though  they  now 
vnuftered  one  thoufand  men,  they  were  diverted 
from  that  expedition,  on  being  informed  dian 
the  inhabitants  had  been  greatly  reinforced  from 
Porto  Bello,  and  that  the  height  of  the  walls,  and 
the  ftrength  of  the  place  was  very  confiderable. 

They  failed  again  for  the  Pearl  iflands,  on 
the  fourth  of  May,  where  they  cruifed  till  the 
twenty-fecond,  when  they  fent  three  canoes  to 
the  ifland  of  Chepelio,  to  take  fome  prifoners ; 
who  returned  on  the  twenty-fifth,  with  three 
feamen  of  Panama,  who  informed  them,  that  a 
ftrict  order  had  been  ifiued  there,  not  to  fetch 
any  plaintains  from  the  adjacent  iflands,  which 
had  occafioned  a  great  fcareity  •,  and  that  the 
arrival  of  the  fleet  from  Lima  was  every  day 
expected. 

On  the  fouth  fide  of  the  ifland  Pachequer 
are  two  or  three  fmall  iflands,  between  which 
the  fleet  lay  at  anchor  oh  the  twenty-eighth  of 
May,  and  then  confifled  of  ten  fail,  two  of 
which  only  were  men  of  war.  Captain  Davis's 
fhip  carried  thirty-nine  guns,  and  one  hundred 
and  fifty-fix  men  ;  captain  Swan's  fixteen  guns, 
and  one  hundred  and  forty  men.  The  reft  be- 
ing provided  only  with  fmall  arms  •,  and  they 
muftered  in  all  nine  hundred  and  fixty  men  : 
they  had  alfo  one  fire-fhip. 

About  eleven  o'clock,  the  weather,  which 
had  been  very  bad,  beginning  to  clear  up,  they 
difcovered  the  Spanifh  fleet,  at  the  diftance  of 
three  leagues  ;  and  about  three  in  the  afternoon, 
they  bore  down  right  upon  the  Spaniards,  who 
kept  clofe  on  a  wind,  to  come  up  with  them  •„ 

but 
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but  night  coming  on  before  they  came  to  clofe 
quarters,  they  could  only  exchange  a  few  fhot, 
one  of  which  took  place,  and  killed  a  man  in  one 
of  the  privateers. 

When  it  began  to  grow  dark,  the  Admiral 
put  out  a  light  at  his  top,  as  a  fignal  for  the 
fleet  to  come  to  an  anchor  •,  which  they  took 
t! own  again  in  about  half  an  hour,  but  it  foon 
appeared  as  before  -,  which  the  Englifh  fuppo- 
fing  to  be  in  the  Admiral's  top,  and  being  to  the 
windward,  kept  under  fail,  but  found  them- 
felves  deceived  in  their  expectations,  by  a  ftra- 
tagem  contrived  by  the  Spaniards  ;  who  having 
put  this  fecond  light  on  the  top-mart  head  of 
one  of  their  barks,  fent  her  to  the  leeward  ;  fo 
that  in  the  morning,  the  Englifh  found  that  the 
enemy  had  the  weather-gage  of  them,  and  com- 
ing up  with  a  full  fail,  lb  that  they  were  oblig- 
ed to  make  a  running  fight  of  it,  all  the  next 
day,  almoft  round  the  bay  of  Panama  •,  for,  in 
the  end,  they  anchored  againfl  the  ifle  of  Pache- 
que. 

Captain  Townley  being  hard  preffed  by  the 
enemy,  Was  forced  to  make  a  bold  run  through 
the  channel,  betwixt  Pacheque,  and  three  ad- 
jacent iflands.  Captain  Harris  was  forced  from 
them  during  the  fight  ;  and  captain  Gronet, 
with  three  hundred  and  eight  men  in  the  flour 
prize  of  ninety  tons  burthen,  kept  at  a  diftance, 
while  there  was  any  appearance  of  danger  ;  for 
which  it  was  the  next  day  agreed  to  difmifs  him 
w:th  his  men,  moft  of  whom  were  French;  and 
permitting  him  to  keep  the  fhip,  he  was  ordered 
to  leave  the  company  immediately. 

Though  the  Spanifh  fleet  confifted  of  four- 
teen fail,  befides  periaguas,  or  boats  of  twelve 
or  fourteen  oars  each  •,  yet  the  Englifh  had  but 
one  man  killed.  The  lofs  of  the  Spaniards  is 
not  known  •,  and  it  is  thought  that  if  Gronet  had 
continued  firm,  they  might  eafily  have  made 
themfelves  mailers  of  the  fleet  and  its  trea- 
fure. 

The  whole  fleet  fet  fail  from  Pacheque  on  the 
firft  of  June,  for  the  ifle  of  Quibo,  in  fearch  of 
captain  Harris,  whom  they  expected  to  meet 
there,  as  it  was  the  place  of  general  rendezvous, 
and  he  was  accordingly  there  before  their  arrival  •, 
■when  it  was  immediately  agreed,  that  as  they 
had  been  unfuccefsful  in  their  late  attempt,  they 
would  try  their  fortune  by  land,  by  attacking 
the  city  of  Leon,  on  the  coalt  of  Mexico. 

The  city  of  Leon  ftands  twenty  miles  up  the 
country,  in  a  plain  j  the  houfes,  which  have 
large  gardens,  are  built  of  done,  and  covered 
■with  pantiles :  it  has  a  cathedral  and  five 
churches,  and  from  the  pleafantnefs  of  its  fitua- 
tion,  fome  travellers  have  called  it  the  Paradife 
of  the  Weft-Indies.  Near  it  is  a  high  volcano, 
which,  at  times  cafts  forth  fmoke  and  flames, 
and  may  be  feen  from  the  fea  •,  it  has  a  good 
manufactory  of  hemp,  is  rich  in  fugar,  paftu- 
rage  and  cattle  ;  but  is  a  place  of  no  great 
trade. 

They  began  their  march  about  eight  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  captain  Townley,  with  one 
hundred  of  the  beft  men,  leading  the  van  ;  cap- 
tain Swan  followed  him  with  one  hundred  more-, 
and  the  captains,  Knight  and  Davis,  brought  up 
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the  rear  with  one  hundred  and  feventy. 

Captain  Townley  was  attacked  on  his  enter- 
ing the  town,  by  a  party  of  two  hundred  Spa- 
nifh horfe,  and  five  hundred  foot ;  but  two  or 
three  of  the  principal  officers  being  difmounted, 
the  horfe  fled,  and  the  foot  feeing  them  retire, 
followed  their  example,  and  abandoned  the 
city,  to  the  mercy  of  the  enemy.  In  about  four 
hours  all  the  Englifh  entered  the  town,  except 
a  few,  who  being  tired,  were  left  upon  the  road-, 
among  thefe  was  an  old  grey-headed  fellow,  of 
the  name  of  Swqn,  who  had  ferved  under  Oli- 
ver Cromwell  in  Ireland,  and  was  eighty-four 
years  of  age  ;  on  his  abfolutely  refufing  to  take 
quarter,  the  Spaniards  fhot  him  dead  -,  but  they 
took  feveral  others  prifone  rs,  among  whom  waS 
one  Mr.  Smith,  who,  having  lived  in  the  Ca- 
naries, fpoke  the  Spanifh  tongue  fluently.  Smith 
being  carried  before  the  governor,  and  examin- 
ed with  regard  to  the  ftrength  of  the  invaders, 
reprefented  them  to  be  fifteen  hundred  men,  one 
thouland  in  the  town,  and  five  hundred  in  ca- 
noes ;  which  well-timed  piece  of  deceit,  had 
fuch  an  effect  upon  his  excellency,  that  though 
he  was  at  the  head  of  more  than  one  thoufand 
men,  he  did  not  choofe  to  attack  the  enemy^ 
but  lent  a  flag  of  truce  the  next  day  to  propofe 
a  ranfom  for  the  town  ;  but  the  Englifh  de- 
manding provifions  for  one  thoufand  men  for 
four  months,  and  thirty  thouland  pieces  of 
eight,  he  did  not  chufe  to  comply  with  the  de- 
mand ;  and  therefore  they  fired  the  city  on  the 
fourteenth  of  Auguft,  and  the  next  morning 
marched  towards  their  canoes. 

A  Gentleman,  who  had  been  taken  prifoner, 
was  delivered  back  in  exchange  for  Mr.  Smith, 
and  a  Spanifh  Gentleman  was  releafed,  on  pro- 
mifing  to  deliver  one  hundred  and  fifty  oxen  at 
Rio  Leja,  where  they  intended  to  make  theif 
next  attempt. 

They  rowed  in  their  canoes  towards  Rio 
Leja  on  the  fixteenth  of  Auguft,  where  their 
fhips  were  by  that  time  come  to  an  anchor.  This 
is  a  beautiful  place,  feated  a  mile  from  the  har- 
bour, on  the  mouth  of  a  river,  on  a  fmall  plain, 
and  has  three  churches,  and  an  hofpital,  with 
a  handibme  garden  to  it ;  but  is  fituated  in 
an  unwholfome  air,  near  fome  fens  and  marfhes, 
which  occafion  a  noxious  fmell. 

The  creek  that  leads  from  Rio  Leja,  has  a 
broad  entrance,  but  afterwards  clofesintoa  nar- 
row deep  channel,  covered  on  both  fides  with 
cocoa  trees.  A  mile  from  the  entrance  of  the 
creek,  it  winds  to  the  weft,  where  the  Spaniards 
caft  up  an  intrenchment,  which  was  defended 
by  one  hundred  and  twenty  men,  and  farther 
down  had  laid  a  boom  of  trees  acrofs  the  creek  > 
but  as  foon  as  the  Englifh, had  fired  two  guns. 
the  Spaniards  quitted  their  poft,  and  left  the 
enemy  to  take  the  town,  which  they  did,  with- 
out opposition  -,  but  they  found  only  empty 
houfes,  except  five  hundred  lacks  of  flour,  fome 
pitch,  tar,  cordage,  and  fome  fugar  in  the 
neighbourhood,  together  with  the  hundred  and 
fifty  oxen,  which  had  been  promifed  by  the  Spa- 
nifh gentleman,  whom  they  releafed  at  Leon. 
The  buccaneers  ftaid  hers  a  week,  and  then  fet 
fire   to   the  town,    though    Mr.   Dampier   de- 
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clares  himfelf  ignorant  by  whole   order  it  was 
done. 

Among  the  many  forts  of  fruit  abounding 
here,  are  the  guava,  the  prickly-pear,  the  me- 
lon, and  the  pine-apple,  The  guava  is  a  fruit 
refembling  a  pear,  with  a  thin  nnd,  and  full  of 
fmall  hard  feeds.  It  may  be  either,  baked  or 
coddled,  and  is  very  good  in  pies.  If  eaten 
green,  it  is  an  aftringent  •,  but,  when  ripe,  has 
a  contrary  effect  on  the  human  body.  It  grows 
on  a  hard  fhrub,  with  a  fmooth  white  bark,  and 
long  flender  branches,  which  are  covered  with 
leaves  like  thofe  of  a  hazle  tree. 

The  prickly  pear  is  common  all  over  the 
Weft  Indies ;  it  thrives  beft  in  a  fandy  barren 
foil,  efpecially  near  the  fea,  where  the  ground 
may  partake  of  the  faline  particles.  It  grows 
on  a  fhrub,  which  is  feldom  higher  than  five 
i'sct,  fhooting  forth  two  or  three  branches, 
from  which  fpring  two  or  three  round  leaves  of 
the  breadth  of  a  man's  hand,  fenced  with  prick- 
les of  an  inch  long.  At  the  extremity  of  the 
leaf  grows  the  fruit,  which  is  of  the  lize  of  a 
large  plumb  ;  when  ripe,  it  is  of  a  deep  red 
colour,  full  of  fmall  black  feeds,  and  a  thick 
red  pulp,  very  cooling  and  refrefhing  :  Mr. 
Dampier  fays,  that  eating  a  number  of  thefe 
pears  will  make  the  urine  as  red  as  blood. 

On  the  twenty-fifth  of  Auguft,  Davis  and  Swan 
parted,  the  former  being  determined  to  try  his 
fortune  on  the  coaft  of  Peru,  and  the  latter  pro- 
pofing  to  proceed  farther  to  the  weft. 

The  captains  Knight  and  Harris  went  with 
Davis,  and  our  author  went  on  board  captain 
Swan,  who  was  joined  by  captain  Townley  with 
J  lis  two  barks. 

About  this  time  they  all  fuffered  very  confi- 
dcrably  by  a  malignant  fever,  which  carried  off 
many  of  the  men,  and  was  fuppofed  to  be  the 
remains  of  a  fever  contracted  at  Rio  Leja. 

On  the  twenty-feventh,  Davis  failed  out  of 
the  harbour,  Swan  complimenting  him  with  fif- 
teen guns,  which  he  anfwered  by  eleven. 

Swan  and  Townley  failed  on  the  third  of  Sep- 
tember, with  three  hundred  and  forty  men, 
fleering  weftward,  and  having  bad  weather  all 
along  the  coaft,  together  with  thunder  and 
lightning,  which  kept  them  out  at  fea,  till  the 
fourteenth,  when  they  difcovered  the  volcano 
of  Guatimala,  which  is  a  high  forked  hill, 
which,  before  bad  weather,  generally  emits 
fmoke  and  flames :  it  derives  its  name  from  the 
city  of  Guatimala,  which  ftands  at  she  foot  of 
it,  eight  leagues  from  the  South  Sea,  and  forty 
or  fifty  from  the  gulph  of  Matique  in  the  bay 
of  Honduras,  in  the  north  feas.  It  is  efteemed 
a  rich  city,  the  country  round  it  abounding  in 
feveral  commodities,  which  are  exported  thence 
into  Europe,  efpecially  the  four  ufeful  dyes, 
cochineal,  fylvefter,  anatta  and  indigo.  The 
fea  is  full  of  drift  wood  and  pumice  ftones,  even 
at  fome  leagues  diftance  from  Guatimala,  which 
are  fuppofed  to  be  brought  down  from  the  moun- 
tain by  the  frequent  and  violent  rains. 

On  the  twenty- fourth,  being  in  fourteen  de- 
grees,    and    thirteen     minutes    north    latitude, 
captain   Townley  went   on   fhore,  taking   with 
,  nnd  one  hundred  and  iix  men, 


propofing  to  have  marched  to  a  town  called  Te- 
guantapeque,  which  was  known  to  be  fituated 
lomewhere  in  the  neighbourhood  ;  in  hopes  to 
have  procured  fome  provifion  for  the  fick  men  •, 
a';  great  numbers  of  the  crew  were  in  a  very 
weak  condition  ;  but  not  being  able  to  find  the 
town,  captain  Townley  returned  on  board  the 
fecond  of  October;  but  being  determined  to 
try  his  fortune  once  more,  he  ran  his  canoes  a- 
fliore  in  a  fandy  bay,  where  he  landed  with  the 
lofs  of  one  man,  and  moft  of  his  powder  fpoilcd, 
by  the  canoes  overfetting  •,  and  was  no  fooner 
on  fhore,  than  he  was  attacked  by  a  party  of 
two  hundred  Indians  and  Spaniards,  whom  with 
fome  difficulty  he  repulfed. 

Captain  Townley  having  again  joined  cap- 
tain Swan,  they  fet  fail  with  fair  weather,  and 
the  wind  at  eaft  north  eaft,  keeping  a  weftward 
courfe,  and  having  run  about  twenty  leagues, 
they  came  to  the  iiland  of  Tangola,  where  there 
is  a  good  anchorage,  and  plenty  of  wood  and 
water  ;  and  failing  from  thence  one  league  far- 
ther, they  came  to  the  port  of  Guatulco,  one 
of  the  belt  in  the  kingdom  of  Mexico. 

About  a  mile  from  the  eaft  fide  of  the  har- 
bour, is  a  fmall  ifiand  ;  but  the  weft  fide  of  the 
harbour  is  the  fafeft  for  (hipping,  affording 
fhelter  from  the  fouth  weft  winds,  which  are 
frequently  violent,  and  the  water  dafhing  fu- 
rioufly  under  the  bottom  of  a  rock  which  it 
has  undermined,  and  which  is  perforated  quite 
through,  forms,  even  in  the  calmeft  feafon,  a 
natural  jet  d'eau  •,  and  affords  a  good  mark  to 
feamen  bound  for  this  port. 

At  the  bottom  of  this  harbour  ,  which  is  a 
mile  broad,  and  three  miles  in  depth,  there  is 
a  fine  brook  of  frefh  water,  near  which  for- 
merly ftood  a  town  that  was  facked  by  Sir  Fran- 
cis Drake,  all  that  retmains  of  which,  at  pre- 
fent,  is  an  old  chapel,  Handing  in  the  midft  of 
a  group  of  trees. 

Captain  Swan,  being  difordered,  went  on 
fhore  at  this  place,  with  the  fick  people  and  a 
furgecn  to  attend  them  ;  while  Townley  headed 
a  party  of  them,  who  marched  to  the  eaftward, 
in  fearch  of  houfes  and  inhabitants  ;  and  at  a 
about  a  league  from  Guatulco,  came  to  a  river 
called  Capulita,  which  has  a  fwift  current,  and 
is  very  deep  ;  fome  of  the  men  fwimming  acrofis 
the  ftream,  feized  two  Indians,  whom  they  ap- 
prehended were  placed  there  as  centinels  to 
watch  their  proceedings,  though  they  were  un- 
acquainted with  the  Spanifh  tongue.  Thev 
carried  one  of  thefe  on  board  the  fhip,  and  made 
ufe  of  the  other  to  conduct  them  to  an  Indian 
fettlement,  where  they  found  plenty  of  vinello, 
which  is  a  perfume  ufed  in  the  Weft  Indies, 
where  it  bears  a  high  price,  to  infufe  into  cho- 
colate, which  gives  it  a  delicate  flavour  ;  it  is  a 
pod  of  four  inches  long,  full  of  black  feed,  r- 
rifing  from  a  yellow  flower,  and  produced  by 
a  kind  of  vine  that  grows  up  the  trees  which  are 
near  it,  to  which  it  adheres  like  ivy. 

They  fent  four  canoes  to  the  weftward  on  the 
tenth  of  October,  in  hopes  of  taking  prilbn,;- . 
who  had  fome  knowledge  of  the  country.  The 
canoes  were  ordered  to  wait  at  Port  Angelo  for 
the  fhips,  which  on  the  twelfth  left  the  harb^ 
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ofGuatulco,  where  they  had  taker,  in  wood  and 
water,  and  catched  a  confiderable  number  of 
linall  turtle,  which,  as  they  had  eaten  no  meat 
for  a  confiderable  time,  were  a  great  refrelh- 
ment. 

Two  of  the  canoes  returned  on  board  on  the 
twenty-fecond,  being  feparated  from  the  reft, 
and  having  attempted  to  land  at  a  place  where 
they  law  many  black  cattle  feeding  upon  the 
Savannah  ;  but  the  fea  running  high,  they  were 
overturned  ;  four  guns  were  lo.t,  the  reft  of  the 
arms  fpciled  with  the  water,  and  one  man 
drowned. 

They  had  no  other  news  of  the  other  two 
canoes  till  the  thirty-firft,  when  captain  Town- 
ley,  who  lay  near  the  fliore,  hearing  the  firing 
of  guris,  manned  one  of  his  canoes,  and  flood 
i  the  land  ;  where,  in  the  middle  of  a  falt- 
water  lake,  at  a  diftance  within  land,  he  law 
the  two  canoes  lying  upon  their  oars,  and  per- 
ceiving by  their  diipoiition,  that  they  were  be- 
iet  on  both  lides,  immediately  put  his  men  on 
ihore,  upon  the  approach  of  whom,  fome  Spa- 
niard, who,  being  flickered  by  the  rocks,  had 
fired  upon  them,  took  to  their  heels,  leaving 
the  paffage  free  for  them  to  go  out  •,  but  they 
muft  certainly  have  flarved,  or  fallen  a  prey  to 
the  cruelty  of  the  enemy,  if  captain  Townley 
had  not  relieved  them  in  this  timely  man- 
ner. 

Having  thus  recovered  their  canoes,  they 
failed  on  the  iecond  of  November,  and  held 
a  weftward  courie,  till  they  arrived  at  a  large 
river,  two  leagues  from  the  rock  of  Algatrols, 
on  the  banks  of  which  the  Spaniards  had  raifed 
a  breaftwork,  which  was  defended  by  two-hun- 
dred men,  notwithftanding  which  the  Englifh 
landed,  and  obliged  them  to  fly,  after  they  had 
dilcharged  twenty  or  thirty  guns  without  effect:. 

At  this  place  they  found  a  confiderable  quan- 
tity of  fait,  ufed  in  curing  the  fhook,  a  thick 
round  fifh  about  a  foot  long,  with  which  the 
falt-water  lakes  abound. 

They  now  marched  about  three  leagues  up 
the  country,  and  having  taken  a  mulatto  pn- 
foner,  he  informed  them  that  a  ihip,  richly 
laden,  was  lately  arrived  at  Lima  from  Aca- 
pulco  •,  whereupon  Townley  propofed  cutting 
her  out  of  the  harbour,  and  notwithftandino; 
captain  Swan's  remonftances  on  the  danger  and 
difficulty'  of  the  attempt,  and  his  reprefenting 
the  necefiity  they  were  under  of  fupplying  them- 
felves  with  maize  and  other  proviiions,  which 
abounded  in  the  place  where  they  now  were, 
he  carried  his  point ;  and  the  canoes  were  ac- 
cordingly manned  for  the  expedition  ;  but  they 
were  much  damaged,  and  narrowly  efcaped 
being  loft  in  a  tornado  ;  and  were  afterwards 
obliged  to  wait  a  whole  day  in  Port  Marquis, 
a  league  to  the  eaftward  of  Acapulco  :  where 
having  dried  their  cloaths  and  arms,  they  row- 
ed fottly  on  the  following  night,  into  the  har- 
bour of  Acapulco  ;  but  on  their  arrival,  they 
tound  the  imp  lb  well  guarded  that  they  were 
obliged  to  abandon  the  enterprize,  and  return  in 
a  very  defponding  condition. 

Landing  afterwards   to    the   north   weft   of 
Pataplan-hill,  they  marched  to  the  number  of 


one  hundred  and  feventy,  a  few  mil<js  up  into 
the  ccuntry,  where  they  found  a  poor  Indian 
village,  in  which  there  was  no  provifions,  nor 
any  inhabitants  to  be  found,  but  a  poor  Mulatto 
woman  and  four  fmall  children  whom  they 
carried  aboard  •>  when  the  woman  declared 
that  a  number  of  mules  laden  with  flour,  and 
other  goods,  defigned  for  Acapulco,  had  flopped 
on  the  weft  cf  the  village-,  upon  which  information 
they  failed  to  a  harbour  called  Chequetan,  where 
on  the  ninth  of  the  month  they  landed  ninety-five 
men,  who  having  the  woman  for  their  guide, 
fhe  conducted  them  through  a  pathlefs  wood  into 
a  plain,  near  which,  at  a  farm  houfe,  they 
found  fixty  mules,  laden  with  flourj  cheefe, 
chocolate  and  earthen-ware  ;  all  which  they 
carried  ofFexccpt  the  earthen-ware.  They  alio 
discovered  plenty  of  black  cattle,  upon  which 
captain  Swan  went  afhore,  and  killed  eighteen 
cows. 

When  they  had  thus  flocked  themfelves,  they 
difmiffied  the  Woman  with  three  of  her  children, 
and  gave  her  fome  trifles  for  which  fiie  was 
very  thankful  •,  but  notwithftanding  her  tears 
and  intreaties,  captain  Swan  kept  one  of  her 
boys,  who  proved  to  be  a  very  good  lad,  and 
Swan  in  return  was  a  kind  mafler  to  him.  They 
found  plenty  of  turtle  on  this  coaft,  and  the 
Jew-fifh,  which  is  fo  called  becaufe  the  people 
of  that  profeflion  are  great  admirers  of  it.  The 
head  of  this  fifh  is  very  large,  it  is  very  fat  and 
fweet,  of  the  fhape  of  a  cod,  and  fometimes 
exceeds  four  hundred  pounds  weight. 

They  quitted  this  river  on  the  twenty-firft 
of  November,  and  by  the  help  of  a  land  wind 
from  the  north,  continued  their  courfe,  in  hopes 
to  difcover  the  town  of  Cupan,  which  was 
fuppofed  to  be  fituated  in  about  eighteen  de- 
grees north  latitude,  but  they  could  neither' 
find  this  place,  nor  the  City  cf  Colima,  which 
was  faid  to  be  very  rich.  They  now  rowed 
twenty  leagues  along  the  fliore,  in  all  which 
way  they  could  find  no  place  convenient  for 
landing,  nor  the  leaft  fign  of  inhabitants  •,  but 
at  length  they  faw  a  man  en  horfeback,  and 
having  made  the  ihore  with  feme  difficulty, 
they  purfued  him,  but  feen  loft  fight  of  him 
in  the  woods,  where  they  could  find  no  track. 

Difappointed  and  dejected,  they  returned 
back  to  their  fhips  on  the  twenty-eighth,  and 
the  next  day  two-hurdred  men  were  fent  in: 
canoes  in  learch  of  a  town  called  Sa'.lagua,  and 
as  they  rowed  along,  faw  two  horfemen  on 
fliore,  one  of  whom  drank  to  them  out  of  a 
pocket  bottle  through  clerificn,  in  return  for 
which  one  of  the  canoes  fired  a  fliot  which  killed 
the  horie  under  one  of  them,  whereupon  his  com- 
panion rode  away  from  him,  and  two  of  the" 
men  ftripping,  fwam  on  fhore  to  fecure  him, 
but  as  he  defended  himfelf  with  a  long  knife 
and  they  were  unarmed,  they  could  net  iucceed' 
in  the  attempt. 

On  the  thirtieth  they  returned  again  to  their 
fhips,  the  fea  running  fo  high  that  they  could 
find  no  convenient  place  for  landing  •,  but  en 
the  firft  of  December  they  came  in  fight  of  the 
port  of  Sallagua,  which  appears  like  two  harbours, 
being  parted  by  a  high  rocky  point  in  the  mid- 
dle* 
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die.  Here  they  faw  a  large  thatched  houfe, 
which  appeared  to  be  new,  arid  a  number  of 
Spaniards  both  horfe  and  ibot,  who  made  a  mili- 
tary parade  with  drums  beating  and  colours  fly- 
ing -,  but  two  hundred  of  the  buccaneers  land- 
ing the  next  morning  ;  the  Spaniih  foot  did  not 
Hand  a  lingle  charge,  and  the  horfe  foori  follow- 
ed them  •,  but  two  oi  the  Englifh  having  knock- 
ed two  of  the  Spaniards  off  their  hodes,  mounted 
and  purfued  the  others  lb  far  that  they  were  fur- 
rounded  by  them,  and  would  have  undoubtedly 
been  kdled,  if  fome  of  the  fwifteft  of  their  com- 
panions had  nut  come  to  their  refcue  juft  in  time-, 
for  they  had  flood  the  difcharge  of  feveral 
piftols  and  were  already  unhorfed. 

They  here  found  a  broad  ftony  road,  which 
they  were  informed  by  two  Mulattoes  whom 
they  made  prifoners,  led  to  the  city  of  Oarrah, 
which  was  four  long  days  journey  from  thence, 
.the  country  being  very  thin,  of  inhabitants  all 
the  way  ;  and  that  the  troops  they  had  put  to 
flight  were  fent  from  that  city  to  fecure  the  Ma- 
nilla fhip,  that  was  to  fet  ibme  pafTengers  on 
dhore  there. 

Hereupon  they  failed  on  the  fixth  of  October, 
intending  to  cruife  off  cape  Corientes,  and  wait 
for  the  fhip  ;  and  on  the  eleventh,  being  within 
fight  of  the  cape,  they  ftationed  themfelves  fo 
as  they  imagined  they  could  not  mifs  her  :  but 
being  in  want  of  provifions,  fifty  or  fixty  men 
went  in  a  bark,  to  procure  fome  to  the  weft  of 
the  cape,  but  being  unable  to  get  round  it,  were 
obliged  to  return  ■,  however  they  left  fome  men 
behind  them  in  four  canoes,  who  intended  to 
row  to  the  weft. 

On  the  twenty-fourth  the  four  canoes,  having 
met  with  very  indifferent  fuccefs,  returned  to  the 
fhips  near  the  cape  ;  they  having  by  the  help  of 
their  canoes  got  round  it,  and  landed  in  theVal- 
deras  or  valley  of  flags. 

This  valley,  which  lies  at  the  bottom  of  a 
deep  bay,  is  about  three  leagues  wide.  On  the 
land  fide,  it  is  bounded  by  a  green  hill,  which, 
defcending  gradually  into  the  valley  affords  a 
delightful  profpeel,  which  is  ftill  more  beauti- 
fied, by  the  wide-fpread  paftures  ftored  with 
'  cattle,  and  the  pleafant  groves  of  guavas,  orange 
and  lime-trees,  which  grow  wild  here  in  prodi- 
gious numbers. 

In  this  delightful  valley,  the  canoes  landed 
thirty  feven  men,    who  advancing  three  miles 


into  the  country,  were  attacked  by  one  hundred 
and  fifty  Spaniards  horfe  and  foot  ;  when  to 
avoid  the  trampling  of  the  horfes,  the  bucca- 
neers retired  to  a  clofe  wood,  where  they  fuftain- 
ed  the  attack  of  the  enemy  with  great  bravery, 
killing  the  leader  and  feventeen  of  the  horfe- 
me'n  ;  whereupon  the  reft  fled.  The  Englifh, 
loft  four  men,  and  had  two  wounded,  whom 
they  brought  down  to  their  canoes  upon  hoifes,. 
one  of  which  they  were  obliged  to  kill  and  eat  -, 
for  tho'  there  were  plenty  of  horned  cattle  upon 
the  Savannah,  they  were  afraid  to  venture  there 
again,  leaft  they  fhould  meet  with  their  ene- 
mies. 

On  the  twenty-fifth  being  Chriftmas  day, 
they  regaled  on  fome  Jew  nib,  and  on  the  twen- 
ty-eighth, Captain  Townley  returned  aboard 
with  forty  bufhels  of  maize,  which  he  had  taken 
at  an  Indian  village  up  the  country,  five  leagues 
to  the  eaft  of  cape  Corientes. 

On  the  firft  of  January,  their  provifions  being 
all  exhaufted,  they  fleered  to  the  valley  of  Val- 
deras,  to  provide  a  fupply  of  beef,  and  came  to 
an  anchor  about  a  mile  from  the  fhore,  in  fixty 
fathom  water.  Here  they  landed  two  hundred 
and  forty  men,  fifty  of  whom  were  appointed 
to  watch  the  motions  of  the  Spaniards  (who 
frequently  appeared  in  large  companies,  but 
dared  not  attack  them)  and  the  reft  were  em- 
ployed in  killing  and  falting_as  many  cows,  as 
would  Iaft  them  two  months  ;  and  they  might 
have  taken  a  larger  fupply,  but  their  fait  did 
not  hold  out. 

They  flayed  here  fix  or  feven  days,  during 
which  time  the  Manilla  fhip  paffed  by  them  u> 
the  eaftward,  as  they  afterwards  learnt  from 
fome  prifoners  whom  they  happened  to  feize. 
The  lofs  of  this  prize  is  attributed  to  the  wil- 
fulnefs  of  captain  Townley,  who  would  infill  on. 
attempting  to  take  the  Lima  fhip  in  the  harbour 
of  Acapulco,  when  they  ought  to  have  been 
providing  themfelves  with  beef  and  maize, which 
afterwards,  being  abfolutely  in  want  of  provi- 
fions, they  were  compelled  to  do,  while  the 
fhip  efcaped  them.  Townley's  chief  view  in 
cruifing  in  thefe  feas,  being  the  hope  of  meet- 
ing the  fhip,  and  that  being  now  at  an  end,  he 
and  Swan  parted  company  •,  Swan  keeping  on  a 
weftward  courfe,  and  Townley  going  back  to  the 
eaft ;  but  we  muft  purfue  our  author,  wh> 
failed  with  captain  Swan, 
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Defcription  of  the  Penguin  fruits  ;  they  take  a  prifoner,  who  conduSl  them  to  Santa  Pecaque\ 
where  they  loo fe fifty  of  their  men  ;  an  odd  method  by  which  Mr.  Dampier  was  relieved  in 
the  dropfy  ;  they  fail  for  the  Eaft  Indies  ;  arrive  at  the  ijland  of  Guam ;  proceed  to  the  Phi- 
lippine ijlands  ;  defcription  of  the  produce  of  the  ijland  of  Mindanao ,  and  of the  remarka- 
ble habits,  buildings,  cujloms  and  manners  of  the  people  ;  farther  proceedings  on  the  ijland, 
till  captain  Swan  is  deprived  of  the  command  ;  they  leave  Mindanao  ;  accoimt  of  bats  of 
an  extraordinary  fize ;  defcription  of  the  ijland  qj  Luconia  ;  account  of  the  if  and  of  Pulo 
Condore,  with  a  defcription  of  the  tar  tree,  and  its  other  extraordinary  productions  ;  they 
arrive  at  Siam,  and  return  to  Pulo  Condore,  where  fome  of  the  men  narrowly  ej'cape  being 
killed  in  an  attempt  upon  a  Malayan  bark. 


THEY  failed  from  the  bay  on  the  feventh 
of  January  1686,  with  a  good  wind  at 
north  eaft  ;  and  at  night  paflfed  by  point 
Pontique,  which  is  the  moft  wefterly  point   of 
the  valley  of  Valderas. 

On  the  twentieth  they  anchored  on  the  eaft 
fide  of  Chametly  iflands,  which  are  fix  in  num- 
ber, and  lie  in  twenty-three  degrees  eleven  mi- 
nutes north  latitude. 

On  one  or  two  of  thefe  iflands  grows  die  fruit 
called  Penguins,  which  are  of  two  forts,  the  red 
and  the  yellow.  The  red  penguin  has  no  ftem, 
but  fixty  or  feventy  of  them  rife  in  a  clufter 
from  one  root,  immediately  out  of  the  ground, 
and  are  encompafied  with  prickly  leaves,  a  foot 
and  a  half,  or  two  feet  long  ;  the  fruit  is  about 
the  fize  of  a  fmall  onion,  and  of  the  fhape  of  a 
nine-pin. 

The  yellow,  which  is  about  the  fize  of  a  hen's 
egg,  grows  in  clufters  of  eighteen  or  twenty 
out  of  a  green  ftem,  about  a  foot  high,  fur- 
rounded  with  ftiarp  prickly  leaves,  half  a  foot  long 
and  an  inch  broad  :  the  fruit  is  covered  with  a 
thick  rind,  and  is  full  of  fmall  black  feeds. 

The  tafte  of  both  forts  is  extremely  pleafant, 
and  pretty  much  alike.  On  thefe  iflands  are 
alfo  found  feme  guanoes,  and  a  few  feals. 

Here  captain  Swan,  taking  one  hundred  men 
with  him,  went  to  the  northward  to  diicover 
the  river  Cullacan,  which  is  fuppofed  to  lie  in 
a  province  of  the  fame  name,  in  twenty-four 
degrees  north  latitude,  and   to   have  a  wealthy 
town    on  its  banks  •,    but    they  rowed   thirty 
leagues  without  feeing  any  figns  of  the  river,   or 
any  place  where  they  could  land  with  fafety  •, 
but  they  afterwards  landed  on  the  weft  fide  of 
a  fak-lake,    feven  leagues  from  the  Chametly 
iflands,  where  they  found  fome  few  buftiels  of 
maize  in  a  farm  houfe,  and  took  a  prifoner, 
who  informed  them  that  there  were  generally  a 
confiderable  number   of  black    cattle    in    that 
place,    which   the   Spaniards   had  driven   off"; 
but  that  in    all  probability  they  would  find  pro- 
vifions  in  an  Indian  town  at  about  five  leagues 
diftance,  to  which  they  immediately  marched, 
but  were  oppofed  on  their  attempting  to  enter  it, 
by  a  confiderable  party  of  Spaniards  and  Indians 
whom  they  repulied  at  the  firft  charge  -,  and  en- 
tering the  place  they  found  two  or  three  wounded 
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Indians,  who  told  them  that  the  town  was  called 
Maflaclan,  and  that  there  were  two  rich  gold 
mines  about  five  leagues  from  thence.  They 
took  what  maize  they  could  find  at  this  place  ; 
and  remained  till  the  lecond  of  February,  when 
eighty  men  were  lent  to  a  town  called  Rofario, 
fituated  on  a  river  of  the  fame  name  ;  and 
though  they  were  told  the  mines  were  not  a- 
bove  two  leagues  from  thence,  as  they  were  more 
in  want  of  provifions  than  gold,  they  paid  no 
regard  to  the  information,  but  contented  therri- 
felves  with  carrying  off  about  ninety  bufhels  of 
maize.  They  failed  from  Rofario  to  the  river 
St.  Jago,  where  being  in  hopes  of  finding  a 
town  of  fome  confequence,  feventy  men  were 
fent  up  the  river  in  canoes,  while  the  fhips 
anchored  at  its  mouth.  They  foon  found  a 
corn  field,  and  while  they  were  bufy,  gather- 
ing maize,  they  took  an  Indian,  who  informed 
them  that  four  leagues  farther  was  a  town  called 
Santa  Pecaque.  As  foon  as  they  went  on  board, 
Captain  Swan  ordered  eight  canoes  and  one 
hundred  and  forty  men  to  proceed  with 
Indian  10  the  place. 

They  failed  fome  miles  up  the  river, 
then  landing,  marched  through  woods 
plains  for  three  or  four  hours,  and  then 
proaching  the  town,  the  Spaniards  quitted  it, 
and  the  Buccaneers  entered  without  oppofidon. 
The  town  of  Santa  Pecaque,  near  which  are 
fome  lilver  mines,  is  fituated  in  a  large  plain 
on  the  borders  of  a  wood.  It  is  neatly  built, 
but  not  large,  has  a  fquare  market  place  in 
the  middle  of  it,  and  two  churches. 

Here  they  found  plenty  of  falt-fifti,  fait, 
fugar,  and  maize,  and  the  captain  dividing  his 
people  into  two  companies,  ordered  half  of  them 
to  carry  the  provifions  on  board,  and  the  other 
half  to  take  care  of  the  town  :  they  continued 
this  bufinefs  for  two  days,  but  a  kind  of  muti- 
nous fpirit  getting  among  the  men,  they  refufed 
to  march  with  that  regularity,  which  the  captain 
had  directed,  fo  that  fifty  four  horfes  guided  by 
fifty  men,  which  were  conveying  maize  to  the 
canoes,  were  attacked  by  the  Spaniards,  who 
killed  them  every  one  on  the  fpot,  and  though 
captain  Swan  marched  to  their  relief,  the  ene- 
my, who  it  is  likely  had  paid  pretty  dear  for 
the  victory,  never  attempted  to  attack  him  ;  and 
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the   reft  of  the  men  returned  fafely   on  board, 
with  their  commander. 

On  the  day  following  this  unhappy  engage- 
ment, the  caotain  gave  orders  for  filling;  water, 
and  failing,  and  accordingly  they  got  under  fail 
the  twenty-firft,  fleering  towards  California. 

On  the  feventh  of  February,  they  anchored 
at  Prince  George's  ifiand,  the  'middlemoft  of  the 
Tres  Marias,*  at  which  place  our  author,  who 
was  much  afflicted  with  the  dropfy,  was"  buried 
for  about  half  an  hour,  up  to  the  neck  in  the 
hot  fand,  which  producing  a  plentiful  perfo- 
ration, he  was  then  wrapped  up  warm,  and  put 
to  bed  in  a  tent,  by  which  means  he  obtained 
great  relief  in  the  diforder. 

They  remained  here  careening  till  the  twen- 
ty-fixth  ;  but  as  they  could  get  no  frefh  water, 
it  being  the  dry  feafon,  they  failed  to  a  rivulet 
on  the  continent,  near  cape  Corientes,  where 
they  remained  lor  fome  time  ;  and  having  had 
but  indifferent  fuccefs  in  thefe  parts,  they  came 
to  a  refolution  of  fleering  for  the  Eaft  Indies, 
to  which  voyage  many  of  the  men  were  very  a- 
verfe  ;  but  captain  Swan,  Mr.  Dampier,  and 
a  majority  of  the  people,  declared  in  favour  of 
the  attempt. 

They  failed  from  cape  Corientes  on  the  thir- 
ty-firft  of  March  1686,  and  having  a  trade  wind, 
and  fair  weather,  proceeded  a-pace  in  their 
voyage. 

On  the  twentieth  of  May,  about  four  o'clock, 
they  difcovered  land,  at  eight  leagues  diftance, 
to  their  great  joy,  having  then  but  three  days 
provifions  left,  and  the  people  beginning  to 
'murmur  at  the  captain  for  carrying  them  fo  far 
out  of  their  knowledge. 

In  all  this  voyage,  which  according  to  Mr. 
Dampier's  calculation  is  five  thoufand,  nine  hun- 
dred, and  feventy-five  miles,  weft  of  cape  Co- 
rientes, they  faw  neither  fifh  nor  fowl,  except 
a  large  flight  of  boobies,  which  they  fuppofed 
came  from  fome  neighbouring  rocks. 

It  was  a  happy  circumftance  they  arrived 
here,  before  their  provifions  were  all  gone,  as 
'  thofe  men  who  were  againft  the  voyage,  had 
determined,  in  cafe  of  want,  to  kill  and  eat  the 
captain,  Mr.  Dampier,  and  fuch  other  perfons 
as  had  advifed  it. 

About  eleven  at  night,  on  the  twenty-firft  of 
May,  they  came  to  an  anchor  about  a  mile  from 
fhore,  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  ifiand  of  Guam, 
one  of  the  Ladrones  ;  and  the  next  morning 
captain  Swan  wrote  a  letter,  which  he  fent  with 
lome  prefents  to  the  governor  ;  who,  in  return, 
fent  him  plenty  of  hogs,  cocoa  nuts,  rice,  fifty 
pounds  of  fine  Manilla  tobacco,  and  other  re- 
frefhments. 

Here  the  captain  being  informed,  by  a  friar 
that  came  on  board  him,  that  the  Philippine 
iflands  abounded  with  provifions,  they  hoifted 
iaii  on  the  fecond  of  June,  and  on  the  twenty- 
firft,  arrived  at  the  ifiand  of  St.  John,  which  he 
paffed  by,  and  came  to  an  anchor  in  a  fmall 
bay,  on  the  eaft  fide   of  Mindanao,  which  had 


A   defej  iptfon  of  theft  iflands  will   be  found 


been  reprefented  as  "the  moil  plentiful  of  thefe 
iflands, 

The  Philippines  are  a  range  of  large  iflands, 
extending  from  five  to  nineteen  degrees  of  north 
latitude.  The  chief  of  them  is  called  Luconia, 
where  Magellan  was  killed  by  a  poifoned  arrow, 
and  is  now  in  poffeffion  of  the  Spaniards.  St. 
John  and  Mindanao  are  the  only  iflands  of  all 
the  Philippines,  which  are  not  under  Spanifh 
fubjecn'on  ;  and  are  fituated  moft  to  the  fouth. 
St.  John  is  in  length  about  thirty-tight  leagues  ; 
its  ereateft  breadth  is  about  twenty-four,  and 
the  foil  is  very  fertile.  Mindanao  is  iixty  leagues 
in  length,  and  between  forty  and  fifty  in  breadth; 
the  foil  is  good,  and  there  are  fome  ftony  hills 
which  produce  many  kinds  of  trees,  entirely  'un- 
known in  England.  The  valleys  are  well  wa- 
tered, and  abound  widi  yams,  potatoes,  pum- 
kins,  water-melons,  plantanes,  bananoes,-  gua- 
vas,  nutmegs,  cloves,  betel  nuts,  durians,  co- 
coas, oranges,  &c.  but  particularly  the  tree 
whence  fago  is  gathered,  which  the  inhabitants 
call  the  Libby-tree,  and  which  grows  wild  by 
the  water  fide,  in  groves  of  fevtral  miles  -ki 
length. 

This  tree  re  fern  bles  the  cabbage  tree,  but  is 
not  fo  high  •,  it  has  a  thin  hard  bark,  and  be- 
ing cut  down  and  fplit,  the  bark  is  taken  out, 
and  beat  well  in  a  mortar,  and  then  pouring  wa- 
ter upon  it,  it  is  ftrained  through  a  cloth,  thro' 
which  the  water  forcing  the  mealy  fubftar.ee,  the 
leaves  and  hufk  remain  behind,  and  are  thrown 
away.  After  the  fubftance  is  well  fettled,  they 
feparate  it  from  the  water,  and  form  it  into 
.  cakes,  which  when  baked,  eat  almoit  as  well  as 
bread;  and  for  three  or  four  months  in  the 
■  year,  the  natives  of  Mindanao  live  on  this  food. 
The  fago  being  dried  in  fmall  bits  like  cumfits, 
is  carried  to  other  parts  of  the  Eaft  Indies,  and 
is  now  generally  knOwn  as  a  ftrengthener,  thro' 
moft  parts  of  Europe. 

The  plantain-tree  grows  to  the  height  of  ten 
•  or  twelve  feet,  and  is  about  three  feet  in  cir- 
cumference. It  fpririgs  out  of  a  fucker  with 
only  two  leaves,  but  when  it  is  about  a  foot 
high,  another  pair  of  leaves  fprout  out,  and  fo 
on,  the  leaves  increafing,  both  in  fize  and  num- 
ber, to  the  very  top.  The  fruit,  which  is  fhap- 
ed  like  a  hog's  pudding,  arifes  from  the  heart 
of  the  tree  in  cods  of  fix  or  feven  inches  long, 
growing  in  clufters.  It  is  a  pure  pulp,  without 
feed  or  kernel,  is  foft,  and  of  the  colour  of  but- 
ter, melts  in  the  mouth  like  marmalade,  and  is 
'  as  nourifhing  as  it  is  plealant.  When  the  tree 
is  cut  dow'n,  the  trunk  is  fplit  in  the  middle, 
and  left  to  dry  in  the  fun,  when  it  appears  com- 
pofed  of  threads  of  equal  fize,  which  are  drawn 
out  by  perfons  who  make  a  living  of  that  em- 
ployment, and  woven  into  pieces  of  cloth,  fe- 
ven or  eight  yards  long.  Another  kind  of  plan- 
tain is  alfo  produced  on  this  ifiand,  the  fruit 
whereof  is  tinctured  with  a  black  feed,  which  is 
efteemed  a  great  aftringent. 

The  Banano  feems  to  be  a  leffer  fpecies  of  the 
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plantain,  but  is  not  fo  lufcious,  though  more 
foft  and  delicate  :  it  is  bed  eaten  raw,  as  a  fruit  ; 
but  it  is  diiacrreeable  -shen  roafted  or  boiled  : 
it  is  fometimes  mafhed  into  a  drink,  and  is  not 
unpleafant,  when  taken  that  way. 

The  betel  nut  is  larger  and  rounder  than  the 
nutmeg,  and  grows  upon  a  very  high  tree, 
which  has  no  leaves,  except  near  the  top.  It 
is  much  eiteemed  while  it  is  young,  being  grate- 
ful to  the  ftomach,  reddening  the  lips,  and  pre- 
ferving  the  gums  ;  but  it  dies  the  teeth  black  : 
it  is  generally  fplit  into  quarters,  and  each  quar- 
ter being  wrapped  in  the  arecca-leaf,  a  fhrub, 
refembling  the  willow,  which  being  firlt  be- 
fpread  with  a  foft  pafte  made  of  the  lime,  is 
chewed  all  over  the  call,  and  is  apt  to  make 
thofe  very  giddy  who  are  not  ufed  to  it. 

The  durian  fruit  is  produced  by  a  tree  which 
rt  fcmbles  the  apple-tree.  It  is  as  large  as  a 
pumkin  •,  but  is  not  to  be  eaten  till  it  is  quite 
ripe,  when  the  top  burfts  open,  and  yields  a 
11: oft  fr.igranr  fmell.  It  is  divided  into  cells  like 
a  wallnut  •,  and,  like  that,  is  covered  with  a 
thick  green  rind.  The  pulp,  which  is  very  de- 
licious, is  as  foft  and  as  white  as  cream.  In 
the  heart  of  it  is  a  ilone  as  big  as  a  bean,  which 
is  covered  with  a  thin  fhell  that  falls  off,  when 
it  is  roafted,  when  the  kernel  in  tafte  refembles 
a  cheihut. 

There  are  no  beafts  of  prey  in  this  ifland,  but 
it  abounds  in  horfes,  bulls,  cows,  goats,  buffa- 
loes, wild  hogs,  deer,  monkies,  guanoes,  li- 
zards, fnakes,  and  fcorpions.  A  creature  which 
is  called  Centipedes,  from  its  numerous  feet, 
abounds  here,  which  lurks  in  old  houfes  and 
dry  timber,  and  whole  fting  is  worfe  than  the 
fcorpion's. 

Their  hogs  feed  in  prodigious  herds  in  the 
woods,  and  have  thick  nobs  growing  over  their 
eyes.  Of  tame  fowls,  they  have  only  ducks  and 
hens  i  but  of  the  wild  kind,  pigeons,  turtle- 
doves, parrots,  paroquets,  bats  as  big  as  our 
kites,  and  fmall  birds  of  various  kinds,  in  pro- 
digious numbers. 

The  chief  fifh  are,  turtles,  mullets,  bremes, 
cavalies,  Ihooks,  and  bonitoes. 

In  the  heart  of  the  country  are  mountains  that 
afford  confiderable  quantities  of  gold,  and  the 
ifland  abounds  in  harbours,  creeks  and  rivers. 

The  weather  here  is  more  temperate  than  one 
would  imagine,  confidering  how  near  it  lies  to 
the  equinoctial  line. 

The  winds  are  eafterly,  from  October  to  May, 
with  fair  weather  ;  and  from  May  to  October, 
they  are  wefterly,  with  rains  and  tempefts,which 
tear  up  large  trees,  and  lay  the  whole  country 
under  water  -,  fo  that  the  inhabitants  are  oblig- 
ed to  pafs  from  houfe  to  houfe  in  canoes.  Thefe 
ftorms  are  ufually  in  July  and  Auguft  •,  but 
they  abate  in  September,  and  ceafe  entirely  in 
October.  In  September  they  have  heavy  fogs, 
which,  if  it  has  rained  the  preceeding  night,  ge- 
nerally laft  till  ten  or  eleven    o'clock    in   th/i 


morning. 


The  common  religion  of  the  people  of  the 
ifland,  is  Mahometanifm  ;  but  the  people  fpeak 
a  different  dialect,  according  to  the  principali- 
ties into  which  it  is  divided,  each  being  govern- 
ed by  its  own  king. 


The  people  in  general  refemble  each  other  in 
ftrength,  ftature  and  colour  •,  they  are  not  large, 
but  well  limbed,  'with  little  black  eyes,  oval 
faces,  fiat  foreheads,  fliort  nofes,  wide  mouths, 
black  teeth  and  hair,  and  bright  tawny  (kins. 
They  never  cut  their  thumb-nails,  but  fome- 
times fcrape  them,  and  that  of  the  left  hand  is 
generally  the  longeft.  They  are  thievifh  and 
indolent,  not  caring  to  work  hard,  except  they 
are  drove  to  it  •,  but  are  ingenious  and  nimble, 
and  very  civil  to  ftrangers. 

The  Men  neither  wear  fhoes  or  ftockino-s,  but 
breeches  and  frocks,  and  have  a  turban  tied 
once  round  the  head  in  a  knot,  the  ends  hanging 
down,  and  either  laced  or  fringed. 

The  women  have  fmaller  features  than  the 
men,  and  look  agreeable  enough  at  a  diftance  ; 
but  their  nofes  are  \'o  very  fmall,  that  in  fome 
of  them,  fcarce  any  rifing  between  the  eyes  can 
be  difcerned.  They  have  alfo  very  fmall  feet. 
They  wear  their  hair  tied  in  a  knot,  hanging 
down  their  backs. 

Their  garments  are  a  piece  of  cloth,  which 
forms  a  kind  of  petticoat,  and  a  loofe  frock  that 
reaches  a  little  below  the  waift,  the  fleeves  of 
which  are  fo  narrow  that  they  can  hardly  get 
their  hands  through,  but  are  longer  than  then- 
arms,  and  fet  in  plaits  round  their  wrifts. 

Thefe  women  would  be  fond  of  the  company 
of  the  while  men,  if  the  cuftom  of  the  country 
did  not  forbid  it  •,  but  their  hufbands  are  not 
jealous  of  their  affability  to  ftrangers. 

They  have  a  cuftom  peculiar  to  the  city  of 
Mindanao.  On  the  arrival  of  ftrangers,  the 
men  come  on  board  to  invite  them  to  their 
houfes,  where  they  enquire  if  they  chufe  a  Pa- 
gally  or  comrade,  which  the  ftranger,  through 
civility,  is  obliged  to  accept  of  •,  and  to  fhew 
their  gratitude  for  which,  they  muft  make  a 
fmall  prefent,  in  return  for  which  they  have 
the  liberty  of  eating  drinking  and  fleeping  in 
their  friend's  houfe,  as  often  as  they  pleale. 

A  female  friend  is  alfo  allowed  to  fome  ftrangers 
upon  the  Platonic  fyftem  ;  and  it  is  not  unulual 
even  for  the  wives  of  the  Sultan  and  his  nobles, 
who  take  greater  liberties  than  the  poorerwomen, 
to  enquire  of  a  ftranger,  whom  they  fee  by  acci- 
dent, if  he  has  got  a  pagally  or  comrade  •,  and 
if  he  replies  in  the  negative,  they  fend  him  a  pre- 
fent of  tobacco  and  betel  as  a  token  of  their 
efteem. 

The  moft  populous  and  extenfive  nation  in 
the  ifland  is  Mindanao,  whence  it  derives  its 
name  •,  and  the  people  of  that  place  are  tolera- 
bly well  civilized,  lying  near  the  lea,  and  being 
pretty  much  engaged  in  commerce.  Mr.  Dam- 
pier  does  not  pretend  to  defcribe  all  the  different 
people  of  this  ifland  •,  but  informs  us  that  the 
molt  remarkable  among  them  are  the  Hilla- 
noons,  who  inhabit  the  inland  mountainous  part 
of  the  country,  and  are  proprietors  of  the  gold 
mines. 

The  houfes  of  the  city  of  Mindanao,  are  built 
upon  pofts  eighteen  or  twenty  feet  high,  to 
which  they  afcend  by  a  ladder.  The  building 
confifts  only  of  one  floor,  which  is  divided  into 
feveral  rooms.  The  roof  is  of  palm  leaves,  and 
in  the  fpace  under  the  houfe  the  common  people 
keep  ducks  and  fowls,  and  others  empty  their 
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dirt,  where  it  lies  till  it  is  carried  away  by  the 
land-floods. 

The  houfe  of  the  fultan  Hands  upon  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  great  polls,  and  is  much  higher 
than  the  reft,  with  broad  fteps  leading  up  to  it. 
In  the  firft  room  are  twenty  iron  guns  on  car- 
riages, and  the  general  and  other  great  men  have 
guns  in  their  houfes. 

Near  this  houfe  is  another,  raifed  about  four 
feet  from  the  ground,  where  the  fultan  and  his 
council  fit  crofs-legged  on  rich  carpets,  to  give 
audience  to  ambaffadors  and  foreign  merchants. 
The  floors  of  the  houfes  in  general  are  well 
matted,  as  no  chairs  are  ufed  in  the  country. 

The  common  people  feed  on  fifti,  rice  and 
fago,  but  the  better  fort  have  buffalos  and  fowls, 
which  they  drefs  with  a  great  deal  of  rice  •,  but 
they  are  miferable  cooks.  They  ufe  no  fpoons, 
but  take  up  their  victuals  with  their  fingers. 
They  ufually  wafh  after  meals,  and  pour  all 
their  water  on  the  floor,  near  the  fire  fide,  thro' 
which  it  finks,  ftagnating  underneath,  and  pro- 
ducing a  very  difagreeable  fmell :  thole  who  are 
in  health,  eafe  themfelves  in  the  river,  but  the 
fick  perform  this  office  through  a  hole  made  for 
that  purpofe  in  the  floor  of  the  bed  chamber. 
Bathing  is  much  praclifed  among  thefe  people, 
a  beneficial  cuftom  in  hot  countries  ;  and  it  is 
common  for  them  to  go  into  the  river,  ftnp 
themfelves,  wafli  their  cloaths,  put  them  on 
again,  and  go  about  their  bufinefs. 

Some  of  thefe  people  fpeak  Spanifh,  bvit  the 
moft  common  languages  are  the  Malayan,  and 
that  of  Mindanao.  They  have  frequently  in- 
vited the  Englifh  to  fettle  among  them,  but  are 
afraid  of  the  Dutch  and  Spaniards. 

Almoft  every  perfon  here  is  a  goldfmith, 
blackfmith,  or  carpenter.  They  build  good 
ihips,  adapted  for  trade  or  pleafure,  and  deal 
in  gold,  bees-wax,  and  tobacco,  the  laft  of 
which  is  better  than  that  of  Manila,  which  may 
probably  be  owing  to  the  difference  of  the  foil. 
Agues,  fevers,  fluxes,  and  griping  of  the  guts 
arc  the  moft  common  diforders  ;  for  all  which 
difcafes,  the  country  affords  fufficient  medicines, 
which  the  people  very  well  know  how  to  pre- 
pare and  ufe.  They  are  alfo  fubjedl  to  lepro- 
fies  which  leave  large  blotches  upon  the  (kin 
after  the  cure  is  performed. 

The  fultan  is  defpotic,  but  fa  poor,  that  if  he 
knows  that  any  of  his  fubjecls  have  money,  he 
will  borrow  it  •,  nor  do  they  dare  refufe  him. 
He  had,  in  Dampier's  time,  befides  his  fultana, 
twenty  nine  concubines,  and  was  then  between 
fifty  and  fixty  years  of  age.  Several  of  the  con- 
cubines would  beg  trifles  of  the  failors,  whom 
they  met  in  the  ftreets.  When  the  fultan  went 
abroad  he  was  carried  in  a  litter  upon  four  men's 
{boulders,  attended  by  a  guard  of  eight  or  ten 
men,  but  he  never  went  far  from  the  city,  as 
the  adjacent  country  was  woody,  and  inconveni- 
ent for  travelling. 

Sometimes  he  took  his  pleafure  on  the  water 
with  his  women,  in  a  neat  veflel  built  for  that 
purpofe,  wirh  a  cabin  made  of  bambo,  and  di- 
vided into  three  rooms  ;  in  one  of  which  he  re- 
pofed  on  a  carpet,  whereon  little  pillows  were 
laid  for  his  head  ;  the  women  attended  \n  the 


fecond,  and  the  fervants,  with  betel  and  tobac- 
co, waited  in  the  third. 

He  fometimes  makes  war  with  the  moun- 
taineers •,  the  weapons  they  ufe  are  fwords,  lances 
and  a  fort  of  bayonet,  called  a  crefTet,  which  is 
worn  by  all  perions  from  the  higheft  to  the  low- 
eft.  They  fight  no  pitched  battles  in  the  field, 
but  make  fmall  wooden  forts,  which  they  defend 
by  guns,  and  from  which  they  fally  to  furprize 
each  other  in  fmall  parties  ;  but  neither  give  nor 
take  quarter. 

In  the  fultan's  mofque,  there  is  a  great  drum 
with  one  head,  which  ferves  inftead  of  a  clock, 
being  ftruck  about  twenty  times,  every  third, 
fixth,  ninth  and  twelfth  hour,  with  a  large  ftick 
knobbed  at  the  end  with  cotton. 

They  ufually  circumcife  their  children  at  ele- 
ven or  twelve  years  of  age,  and  there  is  com- 
monly a  great  number  circumcifed  together  •,  as 
the  common  people  keep  their  children  till  the 
operation  is  to  be  performed  on  a  fon  of  the 
fultan,  or  fome  perfon  of  confequence.  The 
ceremony  is  performed  by  a  mohometan  prieft, 
who  holding  the  forefkin  between  two  flicks, 
fnips  it  off  with  a  pair  of  fciflars.  After  this  all 
the  armed  men  that  attend,  form  themfelves  into 
a  ring,  and  one  of  them  ftepping  into  the  middle 
of  it,  ftamps,  gnafhes  his  teeth,  and  handles  his 
arms  as  if  he  was  engaged  with  an  enemy  ;  and 
then  flices  the  ground  as  if  he  had  conquered  his 
enemy,  and  was  cutting  off  his  head.  Thefe 
tricks  being  at  an  end,  he  retires  amidft  the  ac- 
clamations of  the  people,  and  is  fucceeded  by 
another,  who  a£ls  the  fame  farce. 

"When  the  day  is  far  fpent  in  this  diverfion, 
one  of  the  ric heft  men  about  the  court  performs 
the  ceremony,  who  being  fucceeded  by  the  ful- 
tan himfelf,  the  whole  concludes,  and  all  the 
people  attend  him  to  his  palace. 

The  only  mufic  thefe  people  have,  are  bells 
without  clappers,  which  are  commonly  fixteen 
in  number,  and  increafe  in  weight  from  three 
pounds  to  ten.  Thefe  being  placed  upon  a  table, 
are  ftruck  with  a  flick,  and  produce  an  uncouth 
difagreeable  noife. 

Mr.  Dampier  heard  a  fet  of  thefe  in  the  houfe 
of  the  king's  brother,  whofe  fon  being  to  be 
circumcifed,  occafioned  their  being  ufed  for  fe- 
veral  days  together,  previous  to  the  ceremony. 
They  have  women  who  fing,  and  dance  to  the 
mufic  of  their  own  voices,  and  others  dance  with 
them  •,  nor  are  the  fultan's  children  above  join- 
ing in  thefe  gambols.  Thefe  people  obferve  the 
Ramadam,  or  falling  time  in  the  month  of  Au- 
guft,  beginning  at  one  new  moon  and  continu- 
ing till  they  fee  the  next,  during  which  time,  they 
fall  till  the  evening,  then  go  to  prayers  for  an 
hour,  and  afterwards  feaft  heartily.  They  have 
fo  gveat  an  averfion  to  fwine's  flefh  that  they  will 
not  permit  a  perfon  who  has  touched  a  hog  to 
enter  their  houfes  for  fome  days  afterwards  ;  yet 
there  are  great  numbers  of  thefe  animals  run- 
ning wild  about  the  illand,  which  they  often  re- 
quelled  captain  Swan's  people  to  deftroy  ;  but 
would  not  converfe  with  them  for  fome  days 
after  they  had  complied  with  their  requeft. 

The  fultan's   brother  having  defired  to  have 
a  pair  of  fhoes  from  one  of  the  failors,  but  be- 
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ins  told  that  they  were  fewed  with  threads 
poinicd  with  hogs  briilles,  he  returned  them 
in  a  great  paflion,  and  defired  to  have  a  pair 
fewed  m  fome  other  manner,  and  was  extreme- 
ly p. cued  that  E>is  requefl  was  complied  with. 
As  rhe  people,  or"  the  ifland  were  very  civil,  and 
as  the  featon  c^~  the  year  was  far  advanced,  cap- 
tain Swan  began  to  entertain  thoughts  of  flay- 
ing at  Mindai  ad  for  a  confiderublc  time,  and 
thinking  that,  in  this  cafe,  it  would  be  proper 
to  make  a  friend  of  the  fultan,  he  fern  Mr. 
Moore  on  fbore,  with  three  yards  of  lcarlet 
Cloth,  and  three  of  filver  lace,  by  way  of  a 
pfefent.  An  audience  was  granted  to  him  about 
nine  o'clock  at  night,  the  fultan,  by  his  inter- 
preter cunverfing  with  him  above  an  hour  in 
Spanifh-,  after  which  he  and  his  people  were 
entertained  with  an  excellent  fupper.  Next 
day  captain  Sv.an  vifited  the  fultan,  and  was 
entertained  with  beetle  and  tobacco ;  and  two 
letters  were  (hewn  him,  one  from  the  Eaft  India 
company  of  London,  who  had  entertained 
thoughts  of  building  a  fort  there-,  and  the  o- 
thcr,  which  was  directed  to  any  Englishman 
who  might  happen  to  flop  there,  was  from  one 
captain  Goodlud,  and  concluded  with  thefe 
words,  "  Truft  none  of  them,  they  are  all 
thieves  •,  Tace  is  Latin  for  a  candle." 

One  of  the  general's  men  had  flolen  f)me 
goods  from  this  captain  Goodlud,  and  fled  into 
the  mountains.  This  fellow  being  taken  while 
captain  Swan  was  upon  the  ifland,  the  fultan 
would  have  delivered  him  to  the  captain  to  be 
punifhed ;  but  Swanrefufing  to  interfere  in  the 
affair,  the  fultan,  to  manifeft  his  love  of  juf- 
tice,  ordered  him  to  be  bound  to  a  poft,  by  the 
hands  and  feet,  where  he  was  expofed  the  whole 
day  to  the  heat  of  the  fun,  and  the  flinging  of 
the  Mofkitos.  In  confequence  of  this  equi- 
table behaviour  in  the  fultan,  captain  Swan  gave 
pofitive  orders  that  none  of  his  people  fhould 
offend  the  natives,  and  he  punifhed  Mr.  Teat, 
his  chief  mate,  for  fome  flight  fault  he  had  been 
guilty  of. 

The  chief  general  Raja  Laut,  being  at  vari- 
ance with  the  fultan,  was  not  prefent  when 
captain  Swan  held  his  conference  with  his  ma- 
jefty,  but  he  waited  his  return,  and  treated  him 
and  his  people,  very  hofpitably,  with  rice  and 
fowls  boiled.  Raja  was  a  perfon  of  exceeding 
good  underfl3nding,  wrote  the  Spanifh  lan- 
guage, and  fpoke  it  fluently,  was  converfant  in 
books  of  that  language,  and  not  unacquainted 
with  the  cuftoms  of  European  nations.  He  was 
very  friendly  to  captain  Swan,  gave  him  his  bell 
advice,  and  offered  him  the  life  of  his  houfe 
while  he  remained  on  the  ifland. 

Raja  Laut  kept  a  number  of  wives,  with 
whom  he  lay  by  turns,  and  always  fpent  two 
rights  fuccefllvely  with  her  who  had  brought 
him  the  firft  fon.  She  who  was  to  be  his  bed- 
fellow for  the  enfuing  night  wore  a  ftriped  hand- 
kerchief by  way  of  diftinclion,  and  was  at- 
tended all  the  day  with  particular  marks  of  re- 
fpect. 

As  the  tempeftuous  weather  began  to  ap- 
proach, the  failors,  by  the  help  of  fifty  or  fixty 
fifhermen,  hauled  the  fliip  up  the  river,  where 
N°  VII.  T 


they  dug  a  hole  and  moored  her,  fo  that  fhe 
was  always  afloat,  and  the  inhabitants  coming 
on  board,  all  the  men  were  foon  provided  with 
pagallys,  or  comrades  who  behaved  in  a  very 
friendly  manner  to  them:  captain  Swan  was 
ulually  attended  with  trumpets  at  his  dinner, 
the  mufic  of  which  afforded  Raja  Laut  the 
higheft  entertainment. 

The  city  of  Mindanao,  which  is  a  mile  in 
length,  and  fituated  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  is. 
a  perfect  pond  during  the  wet  feafon,  and  the 
fhip  would  have  been  in  the  utmolt  danger 
from  the  large  pieces  of  timber  which  were 
wafhed  down  by  the  floods,  had  net  great  care 
been  taken  to  preferve  her. 

When  the  floods  began  to  3bate,  captain  Swan 
hired  a  warehoufe,  where  he  kept  his  goods 
and  fails,  while  the  fhip  was  careening  -,  and 
remarking  that  Raja  Laut  was  exceedingly 
fond  of  dancing,  he  fent  for  h's  violins  on  fhore, 
and  fome  of  the  men  to  entertain  him.  A- 
mong  the  reft  one  John  Thacker  a  frugal  fel- 
low, who  had  faved  money  enough  to  drefs 
himfelf  genteely,  and  who  had  learned  to  dance 
at  fome  of  the  mufic  houfes  in  Wapping,  was 
miflaken  by  the  general  for  a  nobleman,  and 
one  of  the  failors  confirmed  him  in  his  error  ; 
but  the  affair  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
captain,  the  tar  was  thrafhed  for  the  impo- 
fition,  and  the  general  vvas  undeceived,  but 
could  never  afterwards  endure  the  fight  of  the 
fellow. 

When  they  came  to  careen  the  fhip,  they 
found  a  moft  aftonifhing  number  of  worms  had 
eaten  into  her  bottom  during  her  flay  in  the 
harbour-,  but  having  new  fheathed  her,  they 
fleered  out  on  the  tenth  of  December,  and  be- 
gan to  fill  water,  and  carry  rice  on  board  ;  but 
the  general,  who  had  his  views  in  detaining  the 
veflel,  kept  feveral  of  the  men  on  fhore,  hunt- 
ing with  him,  under  pretence  of  flocking  the 
fliip  with  beef-,  but  Mr.  Dampier,  who  was 
one  of  the  hunting  party,  fays,  that  in  ten  days 
excurlions  they  meet  with  only  four  cows,  and 
that  they  were  not  able  to  catch  any  one  of 
them. 

Our  author  is  of  opinion  that  captain  Swan 
now  began  to  entertain  thoughts  of  quitting 
the  ifland,  with  a  view  to  take  in  a  lading  of 
fpice,  at  an  adjacent  ifland,  which  has  been  fince 
in  poffefiion  of  the  Dutch-,  but  the  men  expec- 
ted he  would  have  continued  the  privateering, 
which  he  was  extremely  averfe  to,  though  he 
carefully  concealed  it  from  them. 

Raja  Laut  had  a  hunting  match  in  fearch  of 
black  cattle,  the  clay  after  Chriftmasday,  in 
which  he  was  accompanied  by  all  his  wives, 
and  five  or  fix  Englifhmen  :  in  this  expeditition 
they  killed  three  heifers,  but  he  and  his  com- 
pany took  care  to  drink  fo  plentifully,  of  a 
very  agreeable  liquor,  extracted  from  rice,  that 
they  were  drunk  two  or  three  times  before 
night. 

About  this  time  one  of  the  men  happening 
by  accident  to  find  captain  Swan's  journal, 
fhewed  it  to  his  companions  -,  and  as  they  found 
he  had  made  remarks  on  the  fmallefl  offences 
of  every   falor  on  board,  and    been  very  free 
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in  his  reflections  on  the  crew  in  general,  they  de- 
termined to  deprive  him  of  the  command,  which 
they  accordingly  did,  chufing  Mr.  Read,  Cap- 
tain, and  Mr.  Teat  rnafter-,  and  having  reiblv- 
ed  to  cruize  before  Manilla,  they  fet  fad  on  the 
fourteenth  of  January  1687,  leaving  captain 
Swan  and  thirty  fix  men  on  fhore. 

Mr.  Dampier  was  among  thofe  who  left  Min- 
danao, and  on  the  third  of  February  they  an- 
chored off  an  ifland  to  the  weft  of  the  ifle  of 
Sebo,  the  name  of  which  they  did  not  know, 
in  latitude  nine  degrees  fifteen  minutes,  where 
they  faw  neither  houfe  nor  inhabitants,  but  a 
prodigious  number  of  large  bats,  the  wings  of 
fome  of  which  when  extended,  meaiured  eight 
feet  from  tip  to  tip,  and  were  edged  with  fharp 
crooked  claws,  with  which  they  clung  faft  to 
any  thing  they  happened  to  touch. 

They  faded  from  this  place  on  the  tenth  of 
February,  coafting  along  the  weft  fide  of  the 
Philippine  IQands.  On  the  eighteenth  they 
came  to  an  anchor  at  the  north  weft  end  of 
Mindora,  an  ifland  forty  leagues  in  length.  Here 
they  found  a  fmall  river  of  frefh  water,  running 
into  the  fea,  near  the  place  where  they  lay  at 
anchor,  and  faw  plenty  of  oxen  and  hogs,  but 
they  were  fo  wild  rhey  coukl  not  catch  them. 
During  their  ftay  here,  a  canoe  from  Manilla, 
with  four  Indians  on  board,  came  and  told 
them,  that  in  the  harbour  of  Manilla  there  were 
generally  twenty  or  thirty  vefTels,  belonging  to 
the  Spaniards,  Portuguefe  and  Chinefe,  and  that 
if  they  had  a  mind  to  engage  in  a  clandeftine 
trade,  they  would  carry  their  letters  to  fome 
merchants  of  that  place. 

They  left  this  place  on  the  twenty- firft,  and 
on  the  twenty-third,  arrived  at  the  fouth-eaft 
end  of  the  ifland  of  Luconia,  where  they  took 
two  barks  bound  to  Manilla,  from  Pagaflanam, 
a  fmall  town  on  this  ifland. 

The  ifland  of  Luconia  is  near  fixty  leagues 
broad,  and  not  lefs  than  one  hundred  and  twen- 
ty in  length :  it  is  furrounded  by  many  fmall 
iflands,  of  which  Mindora,  the  principal,  lies 
neareft  to  it,  and  gives  its  name  to  a  channel, 
that  lies  between  that  ifland  and  Luconia. 

The  country  is  partly  compofed  of  mountains, 
which  afford  fome  gold,  and  partly  of  large  paf- 
turc  plains,  which  are  ftored  with  buffaloes, 
cows,  horfes,  (he:p,  goats  and  hogs.  Ic  is 
faid  to  be  extremely  heaithy,  though  fituated  in 
fifteen  degrees  north  latitude  •,  and  its  water  is 
efteemed  the  beft  in  the  world.  It  is  inhabited 
by  Indians,  who  live  in  fmall  towns,  and  are  in- 
ftructed  in  the  Roman  catholic  religion,  by  Spa- 
nifh  priefts. 

Manilla  is  the  chief,  if  not  the  only  city  of  the 
ifle  of  Luconia,  feated  at  the  foot  of  a  ridge  of 
high  hills.  It  is  defended  by  a  ftrong  wall ;  the 
houfes  are  fpacious,  ftrong,  and  covered  with 
tiles  ;  and  the  ftreets  are  large  and  regular,  with 
a  market  place  in  the  middle.  It  is  adorned 
with  feveral  churches  and  convents,  and  the 
harbour  is  very  large.  The  city  is  well  watered, 
and  the  country  about  it  is  fruitful  and  plentiful. 
Its  chief  trade  is  with  Acapulco. 

As  the  feafon  of  the  year  was  too  far  advanced 
for  them  to  think  of  trade,  they  determined  to 


fail  for  Pulo  Condore,  the  chief  of  a  clufter  of 
fmall  iflands  on  the  coaft  of  Cambodia,  and  to 
return  in  the  month  of  May  to  lie  in  wait  for 
the  Acapulco  fhip-,  accordingly  they  failed  from 
Luconia  on  the  twenty-fixth  of  February,  and 
anchored  on  the  north  fide  of  Pulo  Condore,  on 
the  fourteenth  of  March. 

This  ifland,  which  is  the  only  one  of  the  cluf- 
ter that  is  inhabited,  produces  feveral  kinds  of 
trees,  among  which  is  a  very  tall  one,  between 
three  and  four  feet  in  diameter,  from  an  incifion 
made  in  the  trunk  of  which,  there  diftilled  a  li- 
quor, that  when  heated  a  little,  had  the  virtues 
of  tar,  and  being  kept  longer  over  the  fire,  ac- 
quired the  confiftence  of  pitch,  inftead  of  which 
it  was  ufed  with  fuccefs.  One  of  thefe  trees 
affords  two  quarts  of  juice  for  a  month  together, 
after  which,- drying  up,  it  recovers  itfelf  a- 
gain. 

Mango  trees  are  alfo  produced  here,  the  fruit 
of  which  they  pickle  while  it  is  green,  with  fait, 
vinegar  and  garlick.  This  fruit  is  about  the 
fize  of  a  fmall  peach,  very  juicy  and  pleafant, 
and  is  fo  fragrant  as  to  perfume  the  air  at  fome 
diftance, 

In  this  ifland  there  grows  a  ftrait  tree,  about 
a  foot  diameter,  upon  which  grapes  grow  in 
clufters,  about  the  body  of  the  tree,  like  the 
■fruit  of  the  cocoa-tree,  and  have  a  very  pleafant 
tafte.  There  is  alio  a  kind  of  baftard  nutmeg, 
which  exactly  refembles  the  true,  but  has  nei- 
ther fmell  nor  tafte.  Here  are  hog1',  guanoes 
and  lizards,  together  with  level al  forts  of  fowl, 
as  parrots,  paroquets,  wild  rocks  and  hens,  tur- 
tle doves  and  pigeons.  The  fea  fhore  abounds 
with  mufcles  limpets  and  turtle. 

'I  ;  inhabitants,  who  came  originally  from 
Cochi.  China,  are  fmall,  but  well  fhaped -,  of  a 
dark  complexion,  long  vifage,  black  hair,  thin 
lips,  little  eyes,  and  white  teeth-,  they  are  very 
civil,  but  poor ;  their  chief  employment  con- 
fifting  in  fupplying  veffcls  with  the  juice  of  the 
tar-tree ;  and  making  turtle  oil,  by  boiling  the 
fat  of  the  fifh,  which  they  fend  to  Cochin  China. 
They  are  very  free  of  their  women,  whom  they 
brought  on  board,  and  permitted  the  ufe  of  them 
tothefailors,  for  a  very  fmall  acknowledgment-, 
nor  is  this  a  cuftom  peculiar  to  the  place,  be- 
ing alfo  common  at  Tonquin,  Pegu,  Siam  and 
other  parts  of  the  Eaft  Indies,  as  well  as  on  the 
coaft  of  Guinea,  where  almoft  every  failor  is  fur- 
nifhed  with  a  fine  black  girl,  during  his  ftay 
there. 

Thefe  people  are  moft  of  them  idolaters  -,  but 
Mr.  Dampier  does  not  pretend  to  be  acquainted 
with  the  ceremonies  of  their  religion  -,  only  he 
imagines  they  worfhip  the  elephant  and  the 
horfe,  having  obterved  a  representation  of  the 
latter  on  the  outfide,  and  of  the  former  in  the 
infide  of  a  temple,  which  was  a  mean  wooden 
building  in  a  fmall  village  on  the  fouth  fide  of 
the  ifland. 

They  ftaid  at  this  place  from  the  fixteenth  of 
March,  to  the  fixteenth  of  April,  during  which 
they  careened  the  fhip,  and  made  her  a  frelh 
fuit  of  fails,  out  of  the  cloth  taken  on  board  the 
Spanifh  prize. 

While  they  remained  here,  the  inhabitants 
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fupplied  them  with  plenty  of  hogs,  turtle  and 
fruit,  for  which  they  took  rice  in  exchange.  Ha- 
ving unloaded  the  prize  they  had  taken  at  Ma- 
nilla, they  went  to  the  north  fide  of  the  ifland, 
to  fupply  themfelves  with  water,  and  then  tak- 
ing on  board  a  perfon  who  underftood  the  Ma- 
layan language,  to  pilot  them  to  Siam,  with 
which  place,  as  well  as  the  iflands  lying  on  the 
road,  he  pretended  to  be  acquainted,  they  fet 
fail  on  the  feventh  of  April,  and  entered  the  bay 
of  Siam  on  the  twenty- fourth,  where  the  pilot 
ran  them  aground. 

At  this  place  captain  Read  went  on  fhore  a- 
mong  the  ifiands,  in  fearch  of  fifh,  but  return- 
ed without  fuccefs;  and  then  fleering  for  Pulo 
Ubi,  .at  which  place  they  had  touched  in  their 
paflage  hither,  they  found  two  veffels  at  anchor, 
laden  with  lacquer,  fuch  as  is  ufed  in  japanning  ; 
thefe  veffels,  one  of  which  was  remarkably  neat, 
had  on  board  forty  failors,  brifk  fociable  fellows, 
armed  with  guns  i'words  and  lances. 


They  returned  to  Pulo  Condore  on  the twen- 
ty-firfl  of  May,  where  they  found  a  fmall  bark 
at  anchor,  to  hail  which  captain  Read  fent  a 
canoe  along- fide  of  her  ;  but  charged  his  men 
not  to  venture  on  board  her,  w;thout  having  firft 
made  friends  of  the  people  ;  left  they  fliould  be 
Malayans,  whom  he  knew  to  be  remarkably 
treacherous ;  however,  the  men  neglecled  his 
orders,  and  boarded  her,  but  were  Toon  oblig- 
ed to  retreat,  being  attacked  with  a  kind  of 
bayonets,  called  CrelTets,  and  compelled  to 
leap  into  the  lea,  and  fwim  for  their  lives  ;  and 
it  is  not  a  little  extraordinary,  that  one  of  the 
men,  named  Daniel  Wallis,  i'wam,  on  that  oc- 
cafion,  though  he  could  never  fwim  before,  or 
was  able  to  repeat  it  afterwards. 

Captain  Read  manned  two  canoes,  in  order 
to  punifh  thefe  people  •,  but  as  foon  as  they  faw 
the  Englifh  advancing,  they  efcaped  into  the 
woods,  having  firfl  cut  a  hole  in  the  fhip's  bot- 
tom, and  funk  her. 


CHAP.       V. 

The  IJlandof  St.  John,  and  its  inhabitants  defcribed;  defer  iption  of  a  Chinefe  Junk',  jlory  of  a 
poor  Chinefe  who  wanted  to  feed  his  pagod;  they  meet  with  a  violent  form  ;  fail  for  the 
Pifcadores,  where  they  are  treated  in  a  friendly  manner  ;  account  of  the  Five  Jfes,  with  the 
buildings,  and  the  drefj'es  and  manners  of  the  inhabitants ;  they  fail  for  cape  Camorin  j 
anchor  near  Mindanao;  the  death  of  captain  Swan;  account  of  three  water  fpouts;  they 
arrive  at  Button-Jfla?id;  are  treated  with  hofpitality  ;  they  anchor  on  the  coajl  of  New 
Holland;  dejer  iption  of  the  country  and  inhabitants ;  they  take  a  fmall  prize ;  D  ampler  and 
others  left,  at  their  own  requejl,  on  the  Ifland  of  Nicobar,  which,  together  with  the  inhabi- 
tants, is  defcribed;  Mr.  Dampier  arrives  at  the  Englifo  factory  at  Achin ;  an  account  of 
the  painted  prince ;  our  author  arrives  in  England. 


THEY  failed  from  Pulo  Condore  with  a 
fouth  weft  wind,  on  the  fourth  of  June 
1 687,  intending  to  cruize  off  Manilla  ; 
but  the  wind  foon  changing  to  the  fouth  eaft, 
they  were  forced  on  thecoaft  of  China,  and  came 
to  an  anchor  on  the  north  eaft  of  St.  John's 
ifland,  lying  in  twenty-two  degrees  thirty  mi- 
nutes north  latitude,  on  the  twenty  fixth  day  of 
the  month. 

The  fkirts  of  this  ifland,  bordering  on  the 
fea,  are  for  the  moft  part  woody :  the  foil  in 
general  is  fertile  ;  and  in  the  inland  parts,  there 
are  good  paflure  grounds,  and  many  groves  of 
trees.  ^  They  have  plenty  of  tame  durks,  cocks 
and  hens,  but  no  wild  fowls;  and  buffaloes, 
bullocks,  goats,  and  China  hogs,  are  very  plen- 
ty. Thefe  hogs  are  black,  have  fbort  necks, 
fmall  heads,  fhort  legs,  and  bellies  which  fweep 
the  ground. 

The  natives  chiefly  maintain  themfelves  by 
cultivating  rice.  They  are  tall,  raw-boned, 
ftraight-bodied  men.  They  have  tawnycomplexi- 
ons,  long  faces,  acquiline  nofes,  fmall  eyes, 
black  hair,  and  thin  beards,  which  are  tied  up 
in  knots,  or  curled  in  whifkers  on  each  fide  of 
their  lips.  They  were  formerly  very  proud  of 
their  hair,  but  the  Tartars,  when  they  made  a 


conqueft  of  this  country,  compelled  them  to 
fhave  their  heads,  leaving  only  one  lock  on  the 
crown  of  the  head,  which  they  permit  to  grow 
to  a  great  length,  and  fometimes  it  flows  loofe, 
though  it  is  generally  platted.  It  is  as  much  as 
the  life  of  a  Chinefe  is  worth,  to  be  found  with 
long  hair ;  and  many  of  them  have  been  known 
to  abandon  their  country  rather  than  part  with 
it. 

They  wear  no  covering  for  the  head,  but  in- 
flead  of  it,  ufe  an  umbrella  to  fhade  them  from 
the  weather;  but  a  large  fan  is  ufed  for  this 
purpofe,  if  they  have  but  a  little  way  to  go. 
They  wear  no  ftockings,  but  flippers  on  their 
feet,  and  their  covering  is  a  light  frock  and 
breeches. 

The  women  of  this  ifland  as  well  as  thofe  on 
the  continent  of  China,  are  compelled  to  be 
much  at  home,  on  account  of  the  fmallnefs  of 
their  feet,  which  are  bound  up  prodigioufly 
tight  in  their  infancy,  to  prevent  their  growing, 
fmall  feet  being  efteemed  a  great  beauty;  for 
this  reafon  they  only  ftumble  about  their  houfes, 
being  obliged  to  fit  down  at  the  end  of  every 
two  or  three  fteps. 

They  make  very  curious  embroidery  for  their 
fhoes,  and  in  general  are  excellent  needle  wo- 
men. 
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men.  The  feet  of  the .  poorer  women  are  fuf- 
fered  to  grow  much  larger,  that  they  may  be 
able  to  go  about  to  procure  their  fubfiftence. 

There  is  a  fmall  town  in  the  ifland  of  St.  John, 
fituared  in  marfhy  ground,  the  houfes  of  which 
are  mean,  low,  badly  furniihed,  and  built  upon 
pofts. 

Whilft  they  lay  at  anchor  here,  a  Chinefe  junk 
lay  near  them,  fhe  was  flat  both  at  head  and 
flcin,  having  little  huts,  three  feet  high  on  the 
deck,  which  were  covered  with  palmetto-leaves. 
She  had  a  large  cabbin  with  an  altar  and  lamp 
burning  in  it.  The  hold  was  divided  into  fe- 
veral  partitions,  each  of  them  fo  tight,  that]  if  a 
leak  fhouid  Ipring  in  one,  the  goods  in  the  next 
would  receive  no  damage.  Every  merchant  has 
his  particular  room,  where  he  (lows  his  goods, 
and  fometimes  lodges  in  it  himfclr". 

Thefe  junks  have  only  two  mafts ;  a  main- 
maft  and  fore-mart  ;  the  laft  has  a  fquare 
fail  and  fquare  yard,  but  the  main-maft 
has  a  fail  narrow  aloft,  like  a  floop's  fail.  In 
fair  weather  they  ufe  alfo  a  top-fail,  which  in 
foul  weather  they  hale  down  on  the  deck,  yard 
and  all.  The  main-maft  of  the  biggeft  junks, 
is  as  large  as  that  of  our  third  rate  men  of  war, 
but  made  all  out  of  one  tree,  and  not  pieced  as 
ours  are. 

One  day  as  ftveral  of  the  failors  were  at  din- 
ner, on  a  hog,  which  they  had  juft  roafted,  a 
poor  man  begged  a  piece  of  it,  which  they  gave 
him:  and  after  he  had  eaten  it,  he  beckoned 
them  to  follow  him  into  a  neighbouring  wood, 
and  conducted  them  to  a  temple  where  flood  an 
idol,  to  which  he  would  fain  have  perfuaded 
them  to  have  given  fome  of  their  food  ;  which 
they  refufed,  as  well  as  to  worfhip  the  pagod,  to 
which,  by  his  example,  he  would  willingly  have 
incited  them. 

Perceiving  all  imaginable  figns  of  an  ap- 
proaching itorm,  on  the  third  of  July,  they 
weighed  anchor,  and  got  out  to  lea  with  all  pofli- 
ble  expedition,  that  they  might  not  want  room. 
About  eleven  o'clock  at  night,  the  ftorm  over- 
took them,  which  lafted  with  prodigious  fierce- 
nefs  till  about  four  in  the  morning,  when  the 
hopes  of  the  fuperftitious  failors  were  revived 
by  the  fight  of  a  Corpus  Sanctum  upon  the 
main-mall,  which  they  looked  upen  as  the  fore- 
runner of  good  weather,  but  had  it  been  upon 
deck,  they  would  have  efteemed  it  as  a  certain 
fign  that  they  fhouid  be  loft.  The  Corpus 
Sanctum  is  a  fmall  glittering  light  like  a  ftar, 
which  ufually  dances  about  a  fhip  in  hard  weather. 
By  eleven  o'clock  the  next  morning  it-was  a  flat 
calm,  after  which  the  ftorm  raged  more  vi- 
olently than  ever,  and  as  they  dreaded  the  con- 
tinuance of  bad  weather  during  this  moon, 
which  was  near  the  full,  they  determined  to 
fteer  away  for  the  Pifcadores,  or  Fifher  Iflands, 
which  lie  in  twenty- three  degrees  north  lati- 
tude. 

On  the  twentieth  of  July  they  gained  fight 
.of  the  Pifcadores,  and  came  to  an  anchor  be- 
tween the  two  eaftermoft  iflands,  on  the  weft 
fide  of  one  of  which,  they  were  agreeably  fur- 
prized  to  find  a  large  town,  with  a  fort  com- 
manding the  harbour,  the  houfes  of  which  were 
neatly  built  but  low. 


Some  of  the  men  who  went  on  fhore  were  car- 
ried before  thegovernor,whobeing  info  medthat 
they  were  Englifh,  and  intended  to  trade,  he  told 
them  they  muft  not  pretend  to  do  ir,  as  it  was 
a  thing  abfolutely  forbidden  there  -,  but  he 
treated  them  with  great  civility,  and  faid  he  would 
afiift  them  as  much  as  lay  in  his  power-,  and 
fent  a  prefent  to  the  captain,  of  a  fmall  jir  of 
flour,  fome  water-melons,  about  a  dozen  pine- 
apples, and  fome  cakes  of  fine  bread. 

They  were  vifued  the  next  day  by  an  officer 
of  a  very  grand  appearance,  drefled  in  a  loofe 
coat,  with  breeches  and  boots  of  black  filk, 
and  a  black  filk  cap,  on  which  was  a  plume 
of  black  and  white  feathers.  He  brought  on 
board  with  him  as  a  prefent  from  the  governor, 
a  very  fat  heifer,  two  large  hogs,  four  goats, 
two  bafkets  of  flour,  twenty  large  flat  cakes  of 
bread,  two  jars  of  fam-fhu,  or  arrack,  and  fifty 
five  jars  of  hoc-fhu,  a  ftrong  pleafant  liquor 
refembling  mum,  and  which  is  extracted  from 
wheat. 

In  return  for  thefe  prefents  captain  Read  fent 
the  governor  a  filver  hiked  fword,  a  carbine  and 
a  gold  chain ;  and  on  the  gentleman's  return, 
he  was  faluted  with  three  guns. 

They  failed  from  the  Pifcadores,  with' a 
fouth  weft  wind,  on  the  twenty-ninth  of  July, 
fleering  from  fome  little  iflands  between  Formula 
and JLuconia,  known  by  no  other  name  than 
the  "Five  Ifles,  which  they  imagined  to  be  un- 
inhabited -,  but  to  their  great  furprize  they  found 
three  populous  towns,  all  within  a  league  from 
the  fea. 

One  of  thefe  iflands,  which  is  about  eight 
leagues  long,  and  two  broad,  they  called  the 
Prince  of  Orange  Ifland,  in  honour  of  the  Prince 
of  Orange,  afterwards  King  William  the  third. 
To  another  Mr.  Dampier  gave  the  name  of 
Grafton,  in  honour  of  the  Duke  of  Grafton,  in 
whofe  family  his  wife  then  lived,  and  a  third 
was  called  Monmouth  Ifland,  in  honour  of  the 
Duke  of  Monmouth;  thefe  were  the  three  largeff, 
and  of  the  others,  one  they  called  Goat  Ifland, 
from  the  number  of  goats  they  faw  upon  it,  and 
and  the  other  Bafliee,  from  a  pleafant  liquor  of 
that  name,  which  they  drank  there. 

Orange  Ifland,  though  the  largeft  of  them 
all,  is  uninhabited,  being  rocky  and  barren  ; 
on  Goat  Ifland  there  is  one  town,  but  Mon- ' 
mouth  and  Grafton  Iflands  contain  a  great 
number  of  inhabitants.  The  hills  of  thefe  ifles 
are  rocky,  but  the  valleys  are  fertile  in  grafs, 
plantanes,  banana?,  pine-apples,  pompions,fugar 
canes,  potatoes  and  cotton.  They  are  well 
watered  with  running  ftreams,  and  are  well 
ftored  with  goats  and  hogs,  but  have  fcarce  any 
fowl  either  wild  or  tame. 

The  natives  are  fhort  and  thick,  round  viAic- 
ed,  with  low  foreheads,  and  thick  eye  brows. 
Their  nofes  are  flattifh  and  fhort,  their  eyes  of 
a  hazel  colour  and  final),  but  not  fo  fmall  as 
thofe  of  the  Chinefe  ;  their  lips  and  mouths 
are  of  the  middle  fize,  they  have  white  teeth, 
and  black  thick  ftrait  hair,  which  they  cut  fhort, 
fo  as  not  to  permit  it  to  cover  their  ears.  Their 
complexion  is  a  dark  copper  colour. 

The  men  go  bare-heackd,  fome  of  them  wear 
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ho  cloaths  but  a  cloth  about  the  middle,  but 
others  have  a  kind  of  jacket  made  of  plantain- 
leaves,  which  is  as  rough  as  a  bear's  ("kin.  The 
women  have  a  fhort  petticoat  of  coarfe  Callico 
of  their  own  making,  which  reaches  a  little  be- 
low the  knees.  Both  fexes  wear  ear-rings  made 
of  a  yellow  metal,  which  they  dig  out  of  the 
mountains,  which  is  of  the  weight  of  true  gold, 
but  rather  paler. 

Our  author  is  not  abfolutely  certain  whether 
it  was  real  gold  or  not,  for  it  was  of  a  fine 
colour  at  firft,  but  afterwards  faded,  which 
making  the  people  on  board  fuipect  ic,  they  did 
not  buy  much  of  it.  They  obl'ei  ved  the  na- 
tives cover  it  with  a  kind  of  red  earth,  and  then 
put  it  into  a  quick  fire  till  it  was  red  hot,  which 
brought  it  to  its  former  colour  again. 

Their  houfes  are  very  frnall  and  not  above  five 
feet  in  height-,  they  are  built  with  fmali  polls 
fattened  together  with  boughs.  At  one  end  of  the 
houfe  is  the  fire  place,  near  which  they  lay  a 
number  of  boards,  on  which  they  fleep.  They 
inhabit  villages  built  on  the  fides  of  rocky  hills,- 
three  or  four  rows  of  houfes  being  one  above 
another. 

Thefe  rocky  precipices  are  framed  by  nature 
into  deep  fteps  or  ftories,  upon  each  of  which 
they  build  a  row  of  their  houfes,  and  afcend 
from  one  row  or  ftreec  to  the  other  by  ladders, 
which  being  drawn  up,  there  is  no  pofiibility  of 
climbing  to  attack  them.  The  ftreet  to  every 
row  of  houles  runs  parallel  to  the  tops  of  the 
houfes  of  the  row  beneath,  and  the  ladder  by 
which  they  afcend  is  placed  in  the  middle  of 
the  ltreet.  Thefe  people  live  moftly  by  fifhing, 
and  are  very  expert  in  build  ng  boats,  which 
relemble  o'ur  yawls.  They  have  alio  larger 
veflels,  which  aie  managed  with  twelve  or  four- 
teen oars. 

What  hufbandry  affairs  they  carry  on,  are 
managed  chiefly  by  the  women.  It  was  cuf- 
tomary  for  them  to  beg  the  paunches  of  the 
hogs  and  goats  that  were  killed  by  the  fhip's 
crew,  the  contents  of  which  they  put  into  a  pot 
and  then  boiling  it,  eat  it  with  raw  fiih ,j  but 
they  have  a  difh  made  of  locufts,  which  is  not  ill 
tailed-,  thefe  inledls  coming  at  certain  fcafons 
to  devour  their  plants,  they  catch  them  with 
ne;s,  and  bake  or  broil  them  in  an  earthen  pan. 
Their  common  drink  is  water,  but  they  have 
alfo  a  ftrong  and  intoxicating  liquor  called 
Bafhce,  which  is  made  of  the  fugar  cane  boiled 
and  mixed  with  fome  blackberries,  which  is 
put  into  jars  and  kept  five  or  fix  days,  and  then 
it  greatly  refembles  Englilh  beer  both  in  colour 
and  tafte. 

Mr,  Dampier  does  not  pretend  to  be  acquain- 
ted with  their  language,  which  is  neither  like 
the  Chinefe  nor  Malayan  ;  but  he  obferves  that 
the  yellow  metal  already  mentioned,  is  called  by 
the  name  of  Bullawar,  which  is  the  word  that 
the  Indians  of  the  Philippine  Iflands  ufe  for 
gold.  They  have  no  arms  but  lances,  which  are 
headed  with  iron,  but  they  wear  a  kind  of  coat 
of  mail  made  of  the  fkin  of  the  buffalo, 
vhich  is  as  thick  as  a  board,  has  no  fleeves, 
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and  reaches  down  to  the  calves  of  their  legs; 

Our  author  fays  thefe  people  appeared  to  have 
no  religion  or  government,  nor  any  precedency 
among  them,  except  that  the  children  were  very 
obedient  to  their  parents;  but  he  fancies  they 
have  ancient  cufioms  which  fcrve  them  for  laws* 
tor  they  faw  a  young  lad  buried  alive,  as  they 
fup poled  for  theft; 

Each  man  has  only  one  wife,  who  is  very  obe- 
dient to  her  hufband.  Their  boys  are  brought 
up  to  fifhing,  and  the  girls  work  in  the  planta- 
tions, with  their  mothers,  where  each  family 
cultivates  as  much  ground  as  is  neceflary  for  its 
own  fupply. 

They  are  civil  good  tempered  people,  nei- 
ther quarrelling  among  themfelves  nor  with  o- 
thers.  They  have  no  coin,  but  pals  their  yel- 
low metal  as  money,  which  they  pay  away  by 
guefs. 

On  the  fhip's  firft  anchoring  here,  about  a 
hundred  boats,  filled  with  the  natives,  came 
round  her  at  once,  and  made  no  fcruple  of  go- 
ing on  board,  exchanging  yams,  potatoes  and 
balhee  for  leaden  bullets,  lpikes  and  old  nails  ; 
a  fat  goat  for  an  old  iron  hoop  ;  and  a  fat  hog  of 
eighty  pounds  weight,  for  two  or  three  pounds 
of  iron. 

On  the  twenty-fifth  of  September  ovir  adven- 
turers were  driven  out  to  fea  by  a  violent  Itorm, 
which  continued  to  fuch  a  degree  till  the  twenty- 
ninth,  that  they  were  every  moment  in  danger 
of  being  fwallowed  by  the  waves  -,  and  it  was 
the  firft  of  October,  before  they  could  get  back 
to  Bafhee  ifknd. 

The  men  were  fo  difcouraged  by  this  ftorm 
that  they  determined  to  lay  afide  all  thoughts  of 
cruizing  before  Manilla,  and  were  more  inclined  - 
to  a  homeward  voyage  than  to  any  other  enter- 
prize  -,  but  captain  Read,  and  Mr.  Teate,  at 
length  perfuaded  them  to  fleer  for  cape  Camo- 
rin,  by  going  round  to  the  eaft  of  the  Philip- 
pine iflands,  and  fo  keeping  fottth  of  the  fpice 
iflands,  to  pals  into  the  Indian  ocean,  about  the 
ifland  of  Timor;  inflead  of  which,  as  the  eaf- 
tern  Monlbon  was  at  hand,  our  author  obferves, 
that  their  neareft  and  belt  way  had  been  to  have 
palled  through  the  ftrcets  of  .Malacca. 

They  quitted  thefe  iflands  with  fair  weather, 
and  the  wind  at  weft,  on  the  third  of  October 
1 68 7;  and  on  the  fixteenth  of  the  fame  month, 
anchored  between  two  final!  iflands  to  the  fouth 
of  Mindanao,  where  they  haled  the  fhip  on 
fhore  to  clean  her  bottom,  and  made  for  her  a 
new  fore-top-maft,  a  pump,  a  fore  yard,  and  a 
boltfprir. 

At  this  place  a  young  prince  belonging  to 
one  of  the  adjacent  fpice- iflands,  came  on  board 
and  informed  them  that  captain  Swan  and  his 
men,  whom  they  left  behind  them,  had  fought 
under  Raja  Laut  with  good  fuccefs  againft  the 
mountaineers,  and  the  captain  was  in  great  ef- 
teem  at  Mindanao. 

Being  now  fo  near  the  captain,  our  author 
would  have  perfuaded  the  men,  to  fubmit  once 
more  to  his  authority  -,  but  the  affair  coming  to 
the  knowledge  of  captain  Read,  he  took  care  to 
prevent  it. 

After 
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After  this,  Mr.  Dampier  learnt  that  mod  of 
Swan's  men  got  on  board  different  fhips,  but 
that  he  himfelf  and  the  furgeon  going  on  board 
a  Dutch  veffel,  were  overfet  by  the  natives  and 
drowned  ;  and  that  there  was  fome  grounds  to 
imagine  that  this  murder  was  perpetrated  by 
order  of  Raja  Laut,  partly  in  revenge  for  fome 
flighting  expreflions  which  Swan  had  impru- 
dently uttered,  and  partly  for  the  fake  of  fome 
gold  which  the  captain  had  amafled,  and  which, 
by  his  death,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  general. 

They  failed  hence  on  the  fecond  of  Novem- 
ber, and  on  the  twenty-fecond,  being  three 
leagues  to  the  fouthward  of  the  ifland  of  Celebes, 
they  faw  a  large  proa,  in  which  were  fixty  men, 
attended  by  fix  fmaller  ones,  to  whom  they 
hoifted  Dutch  colours,  but  in  vain,  with  a  view 
to  allure  them  on  board. 

On  the  coaft  of  Celebes,  they  faw  cockles  fo 
prcdigioufly  large,  that  one  of  them  was  fuffi- 
cient  to  feed  feven  or  eight  people.  A  kind  of 
vine  alio  grew  here,  the  leaves  of  which  being 
pounded  with  hog's  lard,  made  an  excellent  falve 
for  wounds. 

In  three  degrees  fouth  latitude,  on  the  thir- 
tieth of  November,  they  difcovered  three  water 
fpouts  :  thefe  are  very  dangerous  to  fhipping ; 
but  the  ill  confequences  of  them  are  fometimes 
prevented  by  firing  great  guns  at  them  in  order 
to  break  thern.  They  are  firft  formed  upon  the 
furface  of  the  fea,  the  water  of  which,  after 
whirling  about  a  long  time  in  the  circumference 
cf,  perhaps,  a  hundred  paces,  flies  up  in  a  py- 
ramidical  form  to  a  cloud,  which  crowns  it,  and 
along  with  which  it  drives  upon  the  water,  un- 
til the  faction  being  fpent,  the  fpout  feparates 
from  the  cloud,  and  the  water  falls  again  into 
the  fea  with  a  dreadful  noife,  and  deftroys  what- 
ever may  happen  to  be  beneath  it. 

On  the  firft  of  December,  they  fleered  a 
fouthern  courfe,  and  on  the  fixth  came  to  an 
anchor  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  ifland  of  Button, 
lying  infour  degrees,  fifty- four  minutes,  fouth 
latitude. 

The  ifland  is  flat  and  woody,  about  twenty- 
five  leagues  long,  and  ten  broad.  About  half  a 
mile  from  the  fea  is  Callafufur.g,  which  is  the 
refidtnee  of  the  faltan  :  it  is  a  long  town,  feated 
on  the  top  of  a  fmall  hill,  in  a  pleafant  plain, 
inclofed  with  a  ftrong  ftone  wall,  within  which 
is  a  walk  of  cocoa  trees. 

The  inhabitants  are  neat,  cleanly,  fmall,  and 
well  fhaped  ;  in  manners  and  complexion,  re- 
femble  thofe  of  Mindanao.  They  are  Mahome- 
tans, and  fpeak  the  Malayan  tongue. 

The  faltan,  hearing  that  the  fhip  was  Englifh, 
came  on  board  with  three  of  his  fons,  attended 
by  fome  of  his  nobles,  and  affured  captain  Read 
that  he  would  ferve  him  to  the  beftof  his  power, 
and  that  he  was  welcome  to  trade  with  his  fub- 
je£t.s  for  whatever  he  pleafed.  The  captain 
caufed  him  to  be  faluted  with  five  guns  on  his 
coming  on  board,  and  the  fame  number  when  he 
"went  on  lhcre. 

The  people  brought  on  board  plenty  of  pota- 
toes, eggs,  fowls  and  other  provifions  :  and  the 
next  day  captain  Read,  agreeable  to  an    invita- 


t'on,  vifited  the  faltan  at  his  palace,  which  was 
a  very  neat  building.  He  was  received  in  a 
room  on  the  ground  floor,  covered  with  mats, 
after  having  firft  paffed  through  a  lane  of  forty 
foldiers,  armed  with  lances,  who  were  quite 
naked  ;  and  was  entertained  with  tobacco,  betel 
and  cocoa-nuts. 

Some  time  after  this,  the  fultan  made  him  a 
preftnt  of  two  he  goats,  and  a  boy,  each  of 
whofe  jaws  were  lined  with  two  rows  of  teeth. 

This  ifland  abounded  in  rice  and  potatoes, 
and  feveral beautiful  birds,  particularly  paroquets, 
and  cockadores.  The  cockadore  is  as  white  as 
fnow,  with  the  fhape  and  bill  of  a  parrot,  and  has 
a  bunch  of  feathers  like  a  crown  on  his  head. 

Captain  Read  remained  here  till  the  twelfth, 
but  in  attempting  to  weigh,  they  broke  their 
cable,  and  loft  their  anchor,  which  had  hooked 
on  a  rock. 

On  the  fixteenth,  they  got  clear  of  the  fhoals, 
which  lie  in  great  numbers  about  this  ifland  ; 
and  on  the  twentieth  paffed  by  the  iflancLof  Om- 
ba,  which  in  fome  maps  is  called  Pentara, 
where  they  faw  thick  fmokes  by  day,  and  large 
fires  by  night.  There  is  a  good  town  on  the 
north  fide  of  this  ifland,  near  the  fea  ;  but  they 
could  not  ftand  in  for  it,  on  account  of  the 
badnefs  of  the  weather. 

Being  clear  of  all  the  iflands,  by  the  twenty- 
feventh,  they  fleered  for  New  Holland,  which 
land  they  fell  in  with  on  the  fourth  of  January 
1688,  in  latitude  fixteen  degrees,  fifty  minutes 
fouth.  They  ran  twelve  leagues  along  the  fhore 
before  they  could  find  a  proper  place  to  anchor 
in  ;  but  the  following  day  they  found  a  good 
harbour,  and  came  to  an  anchor  at  the  diftance 
of  two  miles  from  the  fhore. 

New  Holland  is  a  vaft  tract  of  land,  which 
Dampier  fays  he  is  certain  joins  neither  to  Afia, 
Africa,  nor  America  •,  but  he  is  uncertain  whe- 
ther it  is  a  part  of  the  main  continent,  or  an 
ifland.  The  land  is  dry  and  fandy,  and  near 
where  they  anchored  there  were  no  rivers;  fo 
that  what  frefh  water  they  had,  was  got  by  dig- 
ging- 

The  country  produces  many  kinds  of  trees, 
which  grow  at  a  diftance  from  each  other,  hav- 
ing under  them  pretty  long  grafs.  From  one  of 
thefe  trees  diftilled  a  gum,  which,  on  examina- 
tion, appeared  to  be  gum  dragon. 

They  faw  no  animal?,  but  difcovered  the  foot- 
ftep  of  fome  beaft  that  appeared  to  be  like  a 
large  maftiff  dog's.  They  found  no  fruits,  and 
very  few  birds,  the  largeft  of  which  was  no  big- 
ger than  a  thrufh,  and  the  fea  appeared  almoffc 
deftitute  of  fifh,  except  the  manatee  and 
turtle. 

The  inhabitants  of  this  country  appear  to  be 
the  moft  miferable  people  on  earth  •,  having  no 
garments  except  a  piece  of  the  bark  of  a  tree 
tied  like  a  girdle  round  the  waift  ;  no  houfes 
or  coverings,  but  the  heavens;  nofheep,  poultry, 
or  fruits  ;  their  food  being  a  fmall  fort  of  fifh, 
brought  in  with  every  tide,  and  left  in  ftone 
weirs,  which  are  erected  on  the  fhore  at  low  wa- 
ter-mark for  that  purpofe  ;  and  they  have  fome- 
times a  few  cockles,  mufeks   and  periwinklrs ; 

what- 
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whatever  thev  catch  is  equally  divided,  and  if 
their  fi  pplj  fail-,  they  arc  in  danger  or"  darv- 
ing;  b^'  this,  through  the  care  of  providence, 
feklo-n  happens. 

Thefe  people  are  tall,  thin,  and  drong  limb- 
ed, with  iai<.-,e  heads,  bu!hy  eye-brows,  broad 
far  nofes,  thick  lips,  wide  mouths,  ihort  black 
curled  hair,  and  complexion  as  dark  as  the  ne- 
groes of  Africa  ;  and  like  them  alfo  they  have 
no  beards.  Their  features  are  difagreeable,  and 
it  is  remarkable  thac  the  two  fore  teeth  of  the 
upper  jaw  are  wanting  both  in  men  and  women  ; 
but  whether  thefe  were  taken  out  by  way  of  or- 
nament, or  whether  it  was  a  natural  defect, 
Mr.  Dampier  does  not  pretend  to  be  certain. 

There  appeared  to  be  no  marriages  or  other 
particular  connections  between  the  men  and  wo- 
men, but  they  lived  together  in  a  promileuous 
manner. 

Our  author  could  not  obferve  that  they  were 
under  any  government  or  praclifed  any  kind  of 
religious  ceremonies.  Their  only  weapons  were 
wooden  fwords,  and  wooden  lances  formed  of  a 
ftrair  pole,  made  fharp  and  hardened  at  the  end. 
Their  language  is  intirely  gutteral,  and  none  of 
the  lhip's  company  could  even  guefs  at  the 
meaning  of  a  fingle  word  they  uttered. 

The  flies  here  were  fo  extremely  troublefome 
that  they  were  apt  to  get  into  the  eyes,  nofe  or 
mouth,  for  which  realon  the  natives  commonly 
kept  their  eyes  half  (hut,  and  are  obliged,  when 
they  look  at  any  thing,  to  hold  their  hands  be- 
fore their  eyes,  as  a  perfon  does  when  he  at- 
tempts to  look  at  the  fun. 

The  firft  appearance  of  the  (hip's  crew  upon 
the  coaft,  terribly  alarmed  thefe  poor  people  ; 
but  their  fears  fubfided  on  finding  that  they  had 
no  intention  to  hurt  them.  Some  of  the  failors 
gave  them  cloaths,  with  a  view  to  prevail  upon 
them  to  aflid  in  carrying  water  to  their  canoes, 
but  they  could  not  by  no  means  make  themfelves 
underdood,  and  the  natives  having  examined 
the  cloaths  with  feeming  amazement,  grinned  at 
each  other  like  monkeys,  and  hid  them  down 
on  the  ground. 

Mr.  Dampier  was  threatened  to  be  put  on 
fhore  at  this  inhofpitable  place,  for  endeavour- 
ing to  perfuade  fome  of  the  men  to  leave  the 
fhip,  and  go  to  fome  Englifh  factory  ;  a  defign 
which  he  had  long  harboured,  but  now  gave 
over  all  thoughts  of  it,  till  fome  convenient  op- 
portunity (hould  prefent  itfelf. 

They  left  the  coaft  of  New  Holland,  on  the 
twelfth  of  March,  taking  their  courie  north  ; 
and  on  the  twenty  eighth,  they  fell  in  with  a 
fmall  ifland  covered  with  wood,  in  ten  degrees 
thirty  minutes  fouth  latitude,  where  they  caught 
a  number  of  boobies,  and  land  crabs,  and  took 
in  fre(h  water. 

On  the  twelfth  of  April,  they  came  to  the 
ifland  of  Tried,  which  is  about  a  mile  in  cir- 
cumference, and  fo  very  low  that  the  tide  at 
flood  flows  quite  over  it;  but  neverthelefs  it 
bears  great  plenty  of  cocoa  nuts,  with  which 
they  fupplied  themfelves,  and  catched  a  quan- 
tity of  fifh,  and  two  young  alligators. 

They  left  this  ifland  on  the  eighteenth,  and  on 
the  twenty-ninth,  they  faw  a  proa  at  anchor, 


with  four  men  in  her,  whom  captain  Read  very 
inhumanly  detained  prifoners,  after  having  feized 
the  cargo,  which  confided  of  oil  and  cocoa  nuts, 
and  funk  the  vefiel,  which  was  done  to  prevent 
Mr.  Dampier,  and  others  whom  they  fuipected, 
from  making  their  efcape. 

On  the  fourth  of  May  they  had  fight  cf  the 
Nicobar  iflands,  which  lie  forty  leagues  north- 
wed  of  the  ifland  of  Sumatra.  The  chief  com- 
modities of  thefe  iflands  are  ambergreaie  and 
fruit,  which  the  natives  carry  in  proas,  on  board 
filch  (hips  as  come  into  the  road. 

They  came  to  an  anchor  in  eight  fathom  wa- 
ter, on  the  fixth,  at  the  wed  fide  of  the  ifland  of 
Nicobar,  properly  fo  called,  and  which  gives 
name  to  the  others.  It  lies  in  feven  degrees, 
thirty  minutes  north  latitude,  is  twelve  leagues 
in  length,  and  three  or  four  broad.  It  forms  a 
beautiful  landfcape  when  feen  from  the  lea  ;  the 
foil  is  fertile,  and  it  is  well  watered.  Many 
forts  of  trees  flourifh  here,  among  which  are  co- 
coas and  mallories,  the  latter  being  a  fruit  of  a 
light  green  colour,  with  a  tough,  fmooth  rind  $ 
it  eats  like  an  apple,  and  is  about  the  fize  of  the 
bread  fruit. 

The  natives  are  tall  and  well  proportioned, 
with  black  eyes,  handibme  nofes,  long  faces, 
lank  black  hair,  and  a  deep  copper-colour  com- 
plexion. The  women  have  no  hair  on  their 
eye-brows,  which  it  is  imagined  they  pluck  off- 
to  increafe  their  brauty-,  their  only  dreis  is  a 
fiiort  petticoat,  which  reaches  no  lower  than 
their  knees,  and  the  men  have  only  a  piece  of 
cloth  wrapt  round  their  waifts,  and  iwathed 
two  or  three  times  about  their  thighs.  Their 
houfes  confid  only  of  one  room,  which  is  about 
eight  feet  high  from  the  ground,  being  raifed 
upon  pods,  and  are  covered  with  palmetto 
leaves. 

Their  language  was  altogether  unintelligible, 
nor  could  ourauthor  difcover  any  fort  of  religion 
ameng  them,  nor  any  kind  of  fettled  govern- 
ment; everyone  appearing  on  the  equal  foot- 
ing. They  live  in  houfes  fcattered  about  the 
ifland,  feldom  more  than  four  or  five  being 
found  together.  They  have  neither  rice,  yams 
nor  potatoes,  but  have  plantar.es  in  a  moderate 
quantity,  and  fome  cocks,  hens  and  fmall 
hogs.  Their  canoes,  or  proas,  will  contain  twen- 
ty or  thirty  men,  and  they  fit  upon  benches 
made  of  fplit  bambo,  and  row  them  in  the  fame 
manner  that  the  watermen-  on  the  Thames  do 
the  wherries, 

At  this  place  captain  Read  ordered  the  men 
to  heel  the  (hip,  in  order  to  clean  her ;  and  took 
in  a  frefh  fupply  of  water,  Here  Mr.  Dampier 
obtained  leave  of  captain  Read  to  go  on  fhore 
with  his  ched  and  bedding,  being  refolved  to 
leave  fo  wicked  a  crew  ;  and  two  other  perfons, 
named  Ambrofe  and  Hall,  followed  his  ex- 
ample. 

Mr.  Coppinge,  their  furgeon,  an  Irifli  gen- 
tleman, was  very  defirous  of  bearing  them  com- 
pany, but  he  was  detained  by  force.  There 
was  but  two  houfes  at  the  place  where  they 
landed,  the  mailer  of  one  of  which,  invited  Mr. 
Dampier,  by  figns,  to  enter;  intimating  that  he 
would  be  expofed  to  danger,  from  the  wnd  beads 
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of  the  woods,  during  the  darknefs  of  the  night. 
The  four  men  that  had  been  taken  in  the  proa 
off  Sumatra,  and  the  pilot  they  brought  from 
Pulo  Condore,  were  alio  left  upon  this  ifland. 

The  pilot,  who  was  a  Portuguefe,  proved  a 
ufeful  member  of  their  community,  as  he  un- 
derstood the  Indian  and  Malayan  tongues. 
Captain  Read  got  under  fail  about  twelve 
o'clock  at  night,  after  which  Dampier  and  his 
friends  lay  down  to  fleep,  which  they  were  afraid 
to  do  before,  left  the  captain  mould  have  re- 
pented having  given  them  their  liberty,  and  lent 
fome  of  his  people  to  force  them  on  board  again; 
and  perhaps  he  would  fcarcely  have  permitted 
them  to  go  on  fhore,  had  he  imagined  they 
could  have  got  off  the  ifland,  as  they  afterwards 
did. 

Mr.  Dampier  was  vifited  by  his  friendly  hoft 
early  in  the  morning,  together  with  four  or  five 
friends,  who  brought  with  them  a  large  calabafh 
filled  with  toddy.  The  Indian  feemed  furprized 
at  firft  to  fee  the  number  of  his  guefts  lb  much 
increafed,  but  he  foon  appeared  well  fatisfied, 
and  fold  them  a  proa  for  an  ax,  which  one  of 
the  failors,  knowing  it  to  be  a  valuable  com- 
modity among  the  Indians,  had  ftolen  and 
brought  away  with  him  from  the  (hip. 

This  proa  was  about  the  fize  of  a  wherry,  but 
they  had  no  fooner  got  on  board  her  with  all 
their  effects,  than  fhe  overfet,  and  it  coft  them 
three  days  time  to  dry  their  papers,  cloaths  and 
other  goods. 

At  length,  with  the  aftiftance  of  the  Achin 
failors,  jhey  fet  the  vefiel  to  rights,  and  fitted 
her  out  with  a  good  mail,  and  ballance  logs 
or  out-liggers -,  after  which  they  fteered  for 
the  eaft  fide  of  the  ifland,  being  followed  by 
the  inhabitants  in  eight  or  ten  canoes,  whom 
Mr.  Hall  frightened  away  by  firing  a  gun  over 
their  heads,  being  apprehenfive  that  fuch  a 
large  company  would  enhance  the  price  of  pro- 
vifions.  This  inconfiderate  action  had  like  to 
have  been  productive  of  ill-confequences,  for 
their  moft  ufeful  hands,  the  Achin  men,  were 
fo  frightened,  that  they  leaped  out  of  the  canoe, 
and  it  was  fome  time  before  they  could  be  con- 
vinced that  no  injury  was  intended  to  them ;  it 
alfo  intimidated  the  inhabitants,  who  till  then 
had  brought  them  provifions,  which  they  ufed 
to  purchafe  for  old  rags,  and  fmall  pieces  of 
cloth. 

After  this  the  inhabitants  appeared  in  great 
numbers  every  where,  to  oppole  their  landing; 
however,  in  a  day  cr  two,  Dampier  and  Hall 
leaped  on  fhore  in  fight  of  a  great  many  of  them, 
with  whom  they  foon  made  peace  by  fhaking 
hands,  upon  which  they  were  fupplied  with 
provifions  in  the  fame  abundance  as  before. 
Their  provifions  confuted  of  mallories,  the  pulp 
of  which  being  feparated  from  the  rind  and  the 
core,  and  prefied  together,  will  keep  fix  or 
feven  days  ;  fome  cocoas,  and  a  few  hens.  Thefe 
with  twelve  large  cocoa-nutlhclls,  and  two  or 
three  bamboes,  all  which  contained  about  eight 
gallons  of  water,  were  their  only  fea-ftore,  with 
v.  hxh  they  left  the  ifland  of  Nicobar  on  the 
fifteenth  of  May  1688,  and  directed  their  courfe 
towards  Achin. 


After  they  had  been  three  days  at   fea,  they 
obferved  the  fky   began  to  be  cloudy,  and    a 
halo   or   bright   circle    encompafling    the    fon, 
which   is    an   infallible  prognostication   of  bad 
weather;  and  accordingly  they  were  attacked  by 
fo  dreadful  a  ftorm,  that   they  expected  every 
moment   to  be   fwallowed  by  the  fea  ;  but   the 
next  day,  after  fuch  a  tempeft  of  wind,  thun- 
der, lightning   and  rain,  as  it  was   aftoniflfing 
their  vefiel  could  outlive,  they  were   agreeably 
furprized  to   hear   one  of  their   Achin    failors 
cry    Pulo- Way,  (that   is   the  ifland   of  Way,) 
which    is    fituated    near   the    north    weft   end 
of  Sumatra  ;   but  after  fome  hours  they   dif- 
covered    that    what   they    had   taken    for   the 
ifland  of  Way,  was  the  golden  mountain   of 
Sumatra. 

The  next  day  they  anchored  near  the  mouth  of 
the  river  PalTange  Ionca,  in  the  ifland  of  Sumatra, 
thirty-fix  leagues  from  Achin  •,  and  as  they  were 
half  dead  with  the  fatigues  of  the  voyage,  they 
were  carried  to  a  fmall  fiihing  town  near  the 
river,  where  they  were  entertained  with  great 
kindnefs  by  the  inhabitants-,  and  the  news  of 
their  arrival  being  carried  to  feveral  of  the 
Oramkis,  or  noblemen  of  the  ifland,  they  came 
to  fee  them;  and  having  heard  their  adventures, 
they  ordered  a  houfe  to  be  provided  for  them, 
and  fent  them  plenty  of  rice,  fifli,  eggs,  iowls, 
plantains  and  cocoas. 

They  remained  here  till  June,  but  they  re- 
covered their  health  but  very  flowly  :  they  then 
determined  to  proceed  to  Achin,  where  there  is 
an  Englifh  factory  ;  for  which  purpofe  they 
embarked  on  board  a  proa,  which  in  three 
days  carried  them  fafe  to  that  place. 

They  were  received  at  Achin  with  great 
friendfhip,  and  treated  with  great  hofpitality 
by  Mr.  Dennis  Drifcol,  an  Irifhman,  in  the 
fervice  of  the  Eift  India  company,  who  acted  as 
interpreter  between  them  and  the  chief  magi- 
ftrate,  who  is  called  the  Sabandar.  At  this 
place  Mr.  Dampier  commenced  an  acquain- 
tance with  Captain  Bowrey,  who  wanted  him 
to  make  a  voyage  to  Perfia  with  him,  as  boat- 
fwain  -,  but  our  author's  ill  ftate  of  hearth  would 
not  permit  him  to  accept  the  offer. 

Mr.  Ambrofe  and  Mr.  Hall  entered  on  board 
captain  Bowrey's  (hip  ;  and  when  Mr.  Dampier 
had  recovered  his  health,  he  engaged  with  one 
captain  Weldon,  with  whom  he  remained  fif- 
teen months,  and  made  feveral  trading  voyages; 
after  which  he  entered  as  gunner  to  the  Englifh 
factory  at  Bencoolen,  in  which  ftation  he  conti- 
nued five  months,  but  difliking  the  governor 
of  the  fort,  he  then  quitted  it. 

He  remained  upon  this  coaft  till  the  year 
1691,  and  then  embarked  on  board  the  De- 
fence, captain  Heath,  which  lay  in  the  road  or 
Bencoolen  ;  as  the  governor  had  given  him  a 
commifiion  to  depart,  but  afterwards  revoked  it, 
he  was  obliged  to  make  his  efcape  by  creeping 
through  one  of  the  port  holes  of  the  fort,  but 
he  carried  off  with  him  his  moil  valuable  papers, 
and  in  particular,  his  journal. 

Pie  got  on  board  the  Defence  on  the  fecond 
of  January  1691,  and  they  failed  on  the  twentv- 
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fifth,  but  had  not  been  many  days  at  lea  before 
a  fatal  diftemper  raged  on  board,  by  which 
they  loft  about  thirty  of  their  men.  This  dil- 
temper  was  attributed  to  the  badnefs  of  the 
water,  which  they  had  taken  in  at  Bencoolen, 
during  the  land  floods,  when  it  is  often  impreg- 
nated by  the  tinctures  of  poifonous  roots  or 
herbs  •,  and  perhaps  its  lying  in  the  hold  among 
the  pepper,  might  contribute  to  make  it  un- 
wholefome. 

Captain  Heath,  on  this  occafion  behaved 
with  great  humanity,  keeping  watch  conftantly 
himfelf,  and  fupplying  the  men  with  his  own 
tamarinds,  which  being  mixed  with  what  rice 
they  eat,  produced  a  good  effect,  notwithftand- 
ing  which  they  would  fcarce  have  been  able  to 
have  navigated  the  fhip  to  the  cape  of  Good 
Hope,  but  for  the  alfiftance  of  a  Dutch  captain 
who  permitted  iome  of  his  men  to  come  on 
board  them.  They  reached  the  cape  in  the 
beginning  of  April,  when  the  fick  went  on 
fhore,  and  were  fupplied  with  mutton,  beef, 
and  other  refrelhmems. 

Our  author  went  on  fhore  at  the  cape  of 
Good  Hope,  taking  with  him  an  extraordinary 
perfon  called  the  Tainted  Prince,  whofe  name 
was  Joeily,  and  had  together  with  his  mother, 
been  purchaftd  by  one  Mr.  Moody  at  Minda- 
nao, who  afterwards  went  with  Mr.  Dampier  to 
Bencoolen,  and  at  parting,  gave  him  the  half 
fhare  of  the  painted  prince  and  his  mother,  and 
left  them  in  his  cuilody. 

Thefe  people  were  born  in  the  illand  of  Mean- 
gis,  which  abounds  in  gold,  cloves  and  nutmegs. 
The  prince  was  curioully  painted  after  the  man- 
ner of  flower  work,  on  the  bread,  on  his  back 
betwixt  his  (houlders,  and  on  the  fore  part  of 
his  thighs.  According  to  what  our  author  could 
learn,  this  painting  was  performed  by  pricking  the 
fkin,  and  rubbing  on  it  the  gum  of  a  tree  call- 
ed damurer,  which  is  ufed  inftead  of  pitch  in 
f  jme  parts  of  the  Indies.  He  told  Mr.  Dam- 
pier,  that  the  people   of  his   country   fed   on 


fowl,  fifh  and  potatoes,  and  wore  golden  ear- 
rings, and  bracelets  about  their  arms  and 
legs. 

As  to  his  being  made  captive,  he  faid,  that, 
as  one  day,  he,  his  father  and  mother,  were  go- 
ing in  a  canoe  to  one"  of  the  adjacent  iflands, 
they  were'taken  byfome  fifhermen  of  Mindanao, 
who  fold  them  all  to  the  interpreter  of  Raja, 
Laut,  with  whom  he  and  his  mother  lived  as 
(laves  five  years,  and  were  then  fold  to  Mr. 
Moody  for  fixty  dollars. 

After  a  while  Mr.  Moody  gave  his  other 
fhare  of  thefe  people  to  Mr.  Dampier,  who 
tells  us  that  the  mother  foon  died,  and  that  ic 
was  not  without  difficulty  that  he  was  able 
to  preferve  the  life  of  the  fon  •,  whofe  hiltory 
we  may  as  well  conclude  here,  by  obferving, 
that  Mr.  Dampier,  after  his  arrival  in  the 
Thames,  being  in  want  of  money,  fold  a  part 
of  his  property  in  him  at  firft,  and  afterwards 
the  whole,  from  which  time  the  poor  Indian 
was  carried  rro-n  place  to  p'ace,  and  (hewn  for 
money,  till  at  length  he  died  of  the  fmall  pox 
at  Oxford. 

Having  remained  fix  weeks  at  the  cape  of 
Good  Hope,  captain  Heath  failed  on  the  twenty- 
third  of  May,  and  arrived  at  St.  Helena,  on  the 
Twentieth  of  June.  The  lfland  of  St.  Helena 
has  been  before  defcribeci,  but  it  may  not  be 
improper  to  add,  that  the  women  of  this  place 
are  well  (haped  and  agreeable,  and  fo  fond  of 
the  Engliih  failors,  thac  they  are  exremely  ready 
to  quit  their  native  place  with  them  on  the  leaft 
encouragement. 

They  left  this  iiland  on  the  feoond  of  July,  in 
company  with  other  (hips  bound  for  England, 
and  on  the  fixteenth  of  September,  1691,  they 
anchored  in  the  Downs,  where  they  found  fe- 
veral  Englifh  and  Dutch  Ihips  preparing  to 
cru'-ze  againif.  the  French,  wkh  whom  we  were 
then  at  war-,  and  our  adventurers  thought  them- 
felves  very  happy  that  they  did  not  fall  into  the 
hands  of  their  enemies. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

The  Duke  and  Dutchefs  privateers  fail  from  Brijiol;  account  of  the  fuppreflion  of  a  Mutiny, 
take  a  Spanijh  bark;  ceremony  of  ducking  under  the  tropic  ;  account  of  the  Cape  de  Verd 
Iflands;  Dejcription  of  the  if  and  of  Grande,  and  its  produce;  they  leave  the  bay  of  Grande, 
and  arrive  at  Juan  Fernandez,  where  they  find  Alexander  Selkirk;  hijiory  of  his  extraor- 
dinary manner  of  living  alone  on  that  ifland;  fome  account  of  their  tranfaclions  at  the  ifland 
of  Juan  Fernandez  ;  with  a  jew  matters  obferved  by  Selkirkt  which  were  unknown 
before. 


THERE  are  few  voyages  which  have 
been  undertaken  with  equal  prudence, 
or  for  which  fuch  careful  and  ample 
preparations  have  been  made  as  for  the  follow- 
ing, which  was  in  a  great  meafure  owing  to  the 
fpirit  of  the  gentlemen  of  Briftol,  at  whofe  ex- 
pence,  and  for  whofe  emolument  the  undertak- 
ing was  fet  on  foot.  The  firft  care  of  the  gen- 
tlemen concerned  was,  to  make  a  proper  choice 
of  officers,  in  which  they  were  extremely  fortu- 
nate. 

Captain  Woodes  Rogers,  who  commanded 
in  chief,  was  a  bold,  acYive,  indefatigable 
officer ;  and  was  chofen  by  the  proprietors  for 
the  peculiar  art  he  had  of  maintaining  his  autho- 
rity over  the  failors,  and  his  readineis  in  find- 
ing out  expedients  in  the  moft  difficult  conjunc- 
tures. 

Captain  Stephen  Courtney  was  a  man  of  birth, 
fortune,  and  many  amiable  qualities ;  and  had 
contributed  largely  to  the  expence  of  the 
voyage. 

Mr.  Thomas  Dover,  who  was  third  in  com- 
mand, was  alfo  a  proprietor :  he  was  by  pro- 
feffion  a  phyfician,  and  the  fame  who  afterwards 
made  a  considerable  noife  in  the  world,  by  re- 
commending the  ufe  of  crude  mercury  •,  he  was 
a  man  of  a  rough  temper,  and  not  eafily  pleafed ; 
but  as  he  had  not  the  chief  command,  this  was 
of  the  lefs  confequence. 

Mr.  Edward  Cooke,  who  had  been  twice  ta- 
ken by  the  French,  was  fecond  captain  to  Mr. 
Courtney,  and  the  chief  pilot  was  captain  Wil- 
liam Dampier,  whofe  voyage  we  have  juft  con- 
cluded, and  whofe  name  was  fufficiently  terri- 
ble to  the  Spaniards  in  the  South  Seas. 

The  proprietors  having  fixed  on  their  officers, 
proceeded  to  lay  down  rules  for  the  conduct  of 


the  voyage,  which  were  digefled  into  the  follow- 
ing form,  and  ftiled  the  Conftitution. 

"  For  the  government,  and  regulating  of 
"  affairs  of  the  prefent  voyage,  we,  whole  names 
"  are  underwritten,  owners,  and  appointed  di- 
"  refbors  for  the  fhips  Duke  and  Duc.hefs, 
"  do  hereby  appoint  and  conftitute  captain 
"  Woodc-s  Rogers,  captain  Thomas  Dover, 
"  captain  William  Dampier,  Mr.  Cailton  Van- 
"  burgh,  Mr.  Green,  Mr.  Fry,  Mr.  Charles 
"  Pope,  Mr.  Glendall,  Mr.  Bullet,  and  Mr. 
"  Waffe,  all  officers  on  board  the  Duke,  to  be 
"  council  on  board  the  fa:d  fhip ;  and  captain 
"  Stephen  Courtney,  captain  Cooke,  Mr.  Wil- 
"  liam  Scretton,  Mr.  Bathe,  Mr.  John  Rogers, 
"  Mr.  White,  and  the  mafter,  officers  on  board 
"  the  Dutchefs,  to  be  council  on  board  the  faid 
"  fhip, in  cafe  they  fbould  be  feparated  from  each 
"  other;  but,  when  in  company,  the  officers 
"  of  both  fhips  above-named  are,  conjunctly, 
"  at  the  fummons  of  the  captains  Rogers,  Do- 
"  ver  and  Courtney,  or  any  two  of  them,  to 
"  come  on  board  either  fhip,  and  be  the  coun- 
"  cil  referred  to  in  our  general  orders,  to  de- 
"  termine  all  matters  and  things  whatfoever 
"  that  may  arife,  or  be  neceffary  for  the  gene- 
"  ral  good,  during  the  whole  voyage. 

"  In  cafe  of  death,  ficknefs  or  defertion,  of 
"  any  of  the  above  officers  of  either  fhip,  the 
"  reft  that  are  of  the  council  appointed  as  a- 
"  forefaid  for  the  fhip,  fhall  convene  on  board 
"  their  fhip,  and  chufe  another  fit  perfon  into 
"  that  office  and  council. 

"  We  farther  require  and  direct,  that  all  at- 
"  tempts,  attacks  and  defigns  upon  the  enemy, 
"  either  by  fea  or  land,  (hall  be  firft  confuked  and 
**  debated,  either  in  the  particular,  if  feparated, 

"  or 
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"  or  in  the  general  council,  if  together*,  and 
"  as  the  majority  thereof  fball  conclude,  how 
"  or  when  to  aft  or  do,  it  mall  be  indifpenfably, 
"  and  without  unneceifary  delay,  put  chearfully 
**  in  execution. 

"  In  cafe  of  any  difcontents,  differences,  or 
"  mifbehaviour,  amongft  the  officers  and  men, 
"  which  may  tend  to  the  disturbance  of  the  good 
*'  concord  and  government  on  board ,  either  the 
"  men,  or  perfons,  may  appeal  to  the  captain 
"  to  have  a  hearing,  and  decifion  by  council  •, 
"  or  the  captain  (hall  call  a  council,  and  have  it 
"  heard  and  decided,  and  may  prefer  or  dil- 
**  place  any  man  according  to  defert.  All  de- 
"  cifion  and  judgment  of  this  council  fhall  be 
"  finally  determined  by  the  majority  of  voices: 
■'  and  in  cafe  of  an  equality,  captain  Dover  is 
"  to  have  the  double  voice,  as  prefident  of  the 
"  council ;  and  do  accordingly  order  him  to  be 
"  prefident. 

"  All  matters  tranfacted  in  this  council,  fhall 
"  b:  regiftered  in  a  book,  by  the  clerk,  appoint- 
"  ed  for  that  purpofe. 

"  Dated  in  Briftol,  July  the  14th,  1708." 

This  inflrument  being  figned  by  all  the  pro- 
prietors, and  all  other  necefiary  preparations  be- 
ing made,  they  failed  from  King-Road  on  the 
firft  of  Auguft  1708,  their  force  confiding  of 
the  Duke,  a  fhip  of  three  hundred  tons  burden, 
thirty  guns,  and  one  hundred  and  feventy  men, 
commanded  by  captain  Woodes  Rogers ;  and 
the  Dutchels  of  two  hundred  and  feventy  tons, 
twenty-fix  guns,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty-one 
men,  under  the  command  of  captain  Scephen 
Courtney;  both  fhips  having  legal  commiffions 
from  his  royal  highnefs  prince  George  of  Den- 
mark, Lord  High  Admiral  of  England,  to 
cruize  on  the  coalts  of  Peru  and  Mexico,  in  the 
South  Seas,  againft  her  majefties  enemies,  the 
French  and  Spaniards,  and  to  act  jointly,  as 
belonging  to  the  fame  owners,  the  merchants  of 
Briftol. 

On  the  fifth  of  Auguft  they  faw  the  Irifh 
fhore,  and  came  to  an  anchor  in  fight  of  King- 
fale,  where  a  pilot  came  on  board  the  Duke, 
and  undertook  to  fteer  her  into  the  cove  of 
Corke;  inftead  of  which,  on  the  morning  of  the 
fixth,  while  it  was  yet  dark,  and  the  weather 
foggy,  he  would  have  carried  her  into  a  bay,  to 
the  weftwardof  Corke,  had  not  captain  Rogers, 
who  happened  to  be  well  acquainted  with  the 
coaft,  chaftifed  and  prevented  him,  and  brought 
her  into  the  cove  himfelf,  where  fhe  came  to  an 
anchor  the  fame  day. 

While  they  remained  in  this  harbour  they 
took  in  a  good  quantity  of  provifions,  and  en- 
lifted  a  number  of  feamen,  in  the  room  of  about 
forty  fellows,  fome  of  whom  ran  away,  and  o- 
thers  were  diicharged  as  unfit  for  the  fervice  in 
which  they  were  engaged.  Though  they  ex- 
pected to  fail  immediately,  a  great  number  of 
the  failors  provided  themfelves  with  wives,  with 
whom  they  continued  drinking  to  the  laft  mi- 
nute, to  the  fuccefs  of  their  voyage,  and  then 
parted  without  any  apparent  concern,  wifhing 
each  other  a  happy  meeting  on  their  return. 

Among  the  reft  was  a  Dane,  who  was  mar- 


ried to  an  Irifh  woman,  by  a  Roman  catholic 
prieft,  without  their  underftanding  a  fingie  word 
of  each  others  language,  fo  that  they  were  com- 
pelled to  converfe  by  an  interpreter  •,  yet  thi3 
pair  appeared  to  be  really  afflicted  with  thcif 
feparation,  and  parted  with  great  regret,  and 
they  were  fome  time  at  lea  before  the  poor  fel- 
low could  recover  his  iprits. 

The  compliment  or  railqfs  was  now  three  hun- 
dred and  thirty  three,  among  whom,  above  a 
third  of  the  number,  were  foreigners  of  various 
nations  :  there  was  one  negro,  and  ten  boys  j 
and  ot  the  Englifh  and  Irifh  a  great  many  were 
tinkers,  taylors,  haymakers,  pedlars  and  fid- 
lers. 

With  this  mxed  crew  they  failed  from  Corke 
on  the  firft  of  September,  in  company  with  the 
Haftings  man  of  war,  which  failed  with  them 
till  the  fixth,  when  captain  Paul,  who  com- 
manded htr,  fupplied  them  with  federal  neceffa- 
ries,  which  they  had  omitted  to  bring  with  them, 
fuch  as  afpeaking  trumpet,  lcrubbers,  and  iron 
fcrapers  for  the  fhip's  bottom  ;  nor  would  he 
accept  of  any  retaliation,  only  defired  that  their 
owners  might  be  made  acquainted  with  his  ci- 
vilities ;  whereupon  they  gave  him  a  letter  to 
alderman  Batchelor,  and  the  reft  of  the  proprie- 
tors at  Briftol. 

Before  captain  Paul  left  them,  the  fhips  crews 
were  called  upon  the  deck,  and  informed  whi- 
ther they  were  bound,  that  they  might  exchange 
any  hands  that  might  be  averie  to  fo  long  and 
dangerous  a  voyage  j  when  it  is  remarkable, 
that  only  one  poor  fellow  appeared  to  be  dif- 
contented,  and  his  grief  arofe  from  his  having 
been  chofen  tything-man  that  year,  and  was  a-> 
fraid  that  his  wife,  in  confequence  of  his  ab-> 
fence,  muft  pay  a  fine  of  forty  fhillingS;  but 
when  he  found  all  the  reft  determined  to  go, 
he  would  not  be  left  behind,  but  drank  as 
heartily  as  any  of  them  to  the  fuccefs  of  the 
voyage. 

About  fix  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  tenth, 
they  dilcovered  a  fail,  to  which  they  immediate- 
ly gave  chafe,  and  came  up  with  her  about 
three  in  the  afternoon,  when  fhe  bore  down 
right  upon  them,  fhewing  Sweedifh  colours* 
They  fired  at  her  twice,  after  which  fhe  brought 
too,  and  they  fufpected,  from  lome  expreffions 
uttered  by  two  or  three  of  her  hands,  whom 
they  found  drunk,  that  fhe  had  contraband 
goods  on  board;  .but  finding,  after  a  ftnet  exa- 
mination of  the  mailer  and  feveral  of  his  men* 
that  it  would  be  difficult  to  prove  her  a  prize  j 
and  being  unwilling  to  loofe  time  by  carrying 
her  into  port,  they  let  her  depart  without  the 
leaft  embezzlement.  The  mafter  appeared  to 
be  very  thankful  that  he  was  detained  fo  fhort 
a  time,  and  at  his  departure,  prefented  captain 
Rogers  with  fome  dried  beef  and  two  hams; 
in  return  for  which  he  received  a  dozen  bottles 
of  red  ft  reak  cyder.  She  was  a  fhip  belonging  to 
Stadt,  of  two  hundred  and  feventy  tons  burden, 
and  twenty-two  guns,  and  had  failed  round 
Scotland  and  Ireland.  On  hef  leaving  the 
Duke  and  Dutchels  fhe  faluted  them  with  four 
guns. 

During  the  time  this  fhip  was  in  cuftody,  a 
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defign  had  been  privately  formed  on  board  the 
Duke,  by  the  boatfwain  and  three  other  in- 
ferior officers,  to  make  a  prize  of  her  j  and 
•when  they  found  fhe  was  given  up  they  began 
to  mutiny;  but  Gyles  Cafh  the  boatfwain  being 
difplaced,  and,  with  ten  of  them,  put  in  ironc,  and 
a  fevere  whipping  given  to  fome  of  the  prin- 
cipal leaders  of  the  disturbance,  all  was  quiet 
again,  and  things  began  once  more  to  move  in 
their  proper  channel.  A  like  inclination  had 
appeared  among  the  hands  on  board  theDutch- 
efs,  but  when  thofe  on  board  the  other  fhip  were 
brought  to  obedience,  it  fubfided. 

After  this,  however,  they  had  fome  trouble 
with  thefe  mutineers,  and  on  the  fourteenth  of 
September  fome  of  the  fhip's  company,  headed 
by  a  bold  daring  fellow,  came  up  to  captain 
Rogers  at  the  ftecrage  door  and  demanded  the 
difcarded  boatfwain  out  of  irons.  The  captain 
gave  them  good  words,  and  having  taken  the 
ringleader  aiide,  as  if  to  fpeak  privately  with 
him  on  the  quarter  deck,  he  had  him  faddenly 
feized  by  the  help  of  the  officers,  and  lathed  by 
one  of  his  own  followers. 

•  The  next  day  he  fent  Gyles  Cafh  the  boat- 
fwain in  irons,  on  board  the  crown  galley  of 
Bid  Jeford,  which  had  kept  them  company  fince 
the  fixth  inftant,  and  left  them  on  the  fifteenth  ; 
and  on  the  fixteenth,  the  captain  difcharged  the 
prifoners  out  of  irons,  on  their  acknowledging 
their  forrow  for  what  was  pall,  and  promifing 
better  behaviour  for  the  time  to  come. 

In  the  afternoon  of  the  feventeenth  they  gain- 
ed fight  of  the  peak  of  TenerifF,  and  the  next 
day  took  a  Spanish  bark  of  twenty-five  tons, 
bound  from  Oratavia  to  Fuerteventura,  with 
forty-five  paffengcrs,  men  and  wo.nen,  on  board, 
among  whom  was  a  pjrieft,  who  was  one  of  the 
agents  for  the  owners. 

On  the  nineteenth  they  boe  away  for  Ontan 
via  road,  and  fent  the  matter  of  the  Spaniih 
veffrl  on  Ihore,  with  the  prieft,  to  agree  about 
her  ranfom ;  and  to  get  wine,  provisions,  and 
other  neceffaties  for  ben  mips.  They  were  ac- 
companied by  Mr.  Carlton  Vanburgh,  who  went 
on  this  errand  contrary  to  the  opinion  and  incli- 
nation of  captain  !:    gers. 

On  the  twentieth,  a  boat  came  from  the  town, 
•with  a  letter  directed  to  the  captains  Rogers  and 
Courtney,  expoftulating  with  them  for  making 
a  prize  ot  the  bark,  aid  ailed, ging  that  Mr. 
Vanburgh  fhould  be  detained  till  the  bark  was 
rcftored,  to  keep  which  was  not  only  againft  a 
j  rivate  contract:  entereei  into  between  Spain  and 
England,  relative  to  the  Canaries  •,  but  would 
be  of  the  utmoft  detriment,  as  well  to  the  trad- 
ing fuojeds  of  both  crowns,  as  to  feveral  En- 
gliffi  merchants  refiding  on  thefe  ifLnds ;  of 
•whom  a  tenfold  latisiuction  would  be  ex- 
aded. 

This  letter  was  figned  by  John  Pou'den,  vice- 
ponful,  and  three  merchants,  Bernard  Walfti, 
John  Croffe,  and  George  Fitzgerald. 

The  captains  agreed  on  an  anlwer  to  this  let- 
ter, to  this  effect  •,  that  in  keeping  the  bark 
they  acted  up  to  their  inftrudions  ;  that  they 
knew  nothing  of  any  private  articles  in  favour 
of  the  fhips  of  thefe  ifiands  i  that   in  cafe  Mr. 


Vanburgh  was  not  reftored,  they  would  carry 
away  all  the  prifoiters  they  had  ■,  and  if  they 
apprehended  any  detriment  to  the  factory,  they 
might  ranfom  the  bark,  and  feek  their  rcdrr  s 
in  England.  They  defired  difpatch,  'here  being 
no  time  to  lofe ;  and  faid,  mat  upon  fending 
back  Mr.  Vanburgh,  they  would  releafe  their 
prifoners. 

At  length,  after  other  letters  had  paffed  be- 
tween   them,  Mr.  Croffe,  one  of  the  Enslifh 
merchants,  who  had  figned  the  abovementioned 
letters,  came  off  to  them  in  a  boat  on  the  twenty- 
fecond,  bringing  with  him  Mr.  Vanburgh,  to- 
gether with  five  buts  of  wine,  fome  hogs,  grapes, 
and  other  things.      Upon  which    the  captains 
ordered  the  goods  to  be  taken  out  of  the  prize, 
which  they  fold  to  Mr.  Crolfe  for  four  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars,  and  put  the  prifoners  on  board 
her ;  but  at  the  requeftcf  Mr.  Vanburgh,  what- 
ever could  be  recovered  of  tiie   effects   belong- 
ing to  any  cf  the   prifoners,  were    returned  to 
them  ;  parncu'arly    their  crofl'es,  reliques    and 
books  -,  and  captain  Rogers  made  a  prelent  of 
a  cheefe  to  the  prieft. 

On  the  t.venty  fifth  of  September,  they  paffed 
the  tropic,  when  about  fixty  of  the  cre.v,  who 
h id  never  been  this  courfe  before,  were  ducked 
three  times,  by  hoiiting  them  up  halfway  the 
main  yard,  with  a  rope  to  which  they  were 
made  fait,  and  foufing  them  into  the  water : 
this  dipping  was  of  great  fervice  to  fome  of 
them,  as  it  cleanfed  them  from  the  dirt  and  filch 
which  they  had  contracted  in  the  voyage.  Thofe 
who  chole  to  Day  half  a  crown,  to  be  fpent  in  a 
merry-makincT  among  the  fhip's  crew,  on  their 
return  to  England,  were  excufed  from  this  ce- 
remony. 

On  the  twenty  ninth  a  failor,  who  it  was  ima- 
gined  was  Suddenly  feized  with  a  fit,  fell  from 
the  main  top-gallant,  into  the  fea,  and  was 
drowned. 

On  the  thirtieth  of  September,  they  difcover- 
ed  St.  Lucia,  one  of  the  Cape  de  Verd  ifiands-, 
and  about  eleven  o'clock,  anchored  in  the  har- 
bour of  St.  Vincent,  where,  as  they  knew  the 
ifland  wis  uninhabited,  and  faw  feveral  men  on 
more,  captain  Cooke  went  in  the  pinnance,  to 
learn  who  they  were,  and  found  them  to  be 
Portuguese  from  the  iiland  of  St.  Antonio,  come 
to  catch  turtle. 

This  ifland  abounds  in  hogs,  goats,  and  gui- 
nea hens  •,  and  in  the  road  they  caught  great 
plenty  of  filh.  Some  of  the  Duke's  people  went 
on  ihore  here,  in  fearch  of  game,  but  could  find 
none,  except  a  wiidafs,  which,  though  wound- 
ed, efcaped,  after  having  led  them  a  moit  fa- 
tiguing chafe. 

In  the  woods  they  found  a  number  cf  large 
fpiders,  the  bodies  of  which  were  as  large  as  a 
irnall  walnut,  and  their  webs  fo  ftrong  that 
they  were  not  broken  through  without  diffi- 
culty. 

On  the  third,  it  was  determined  to  fend  Jo- 
feph  Alexander,  their  linguift,  with  a  refpectful 
letter  to  the  governor  of  thefe  ifiands,  defiring 
leave  to  traae  for  refrefhments,  as  being  fub- 
jecTts  of  Great  Britain,  and  allies  of  the  crown  of 
Portugal.     During  their  Itay  here,  the  linguift 
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deferted ;  but  his  reafons  for  fo  doing,  were  never 
known. 

The  deputy  governor,  who  was  a  negro,  came 
on  board  the  Duke,  and  brought  with  him,  to- 
bacco, brandy,  hogs,  fowls,  oranges,  limes, 
mufk-melons,  and  water-melons ;  for  which  he 
was  paid  in  prize  goods  of  fmall  value. 

While  they  lay  here  to  clean  their  fhips  and 
take  in  wood  and  water,  a  committee  was  held 
on  board  the  Dutchefs,  in  which  certain  regu- 
lations were  made  relative  to  prizes  and  plunder, 
which  were  agreed  to  by  all  parties  ;  and  care 
■was  taken  to  prevent  a  too-common  practice  a- 
mong  the  failors,  of  felling  their  cloaths  to  the 
negroes  and  natives  of  thefe  iflands,  for  brandy 
and  other  trifles.  There  are  ten  of  thefe  idands, 
only  feven  of  which  are  inhabited  :  which 
are  St.  Jago,  St.  Nicholas,  Bonavifta,  St.  An- 
tonio, Brava,  Mayo,  and  Fuego,  which  laft 
is  fo  called  from  its  volcano  :  St.  Nicholas, 
and  St.  Jago,  are  the  mod  populous,  the  latter 
of  which  is  a  bifhop's  fee,  which  bears  the  fame 
name  with  the  ifland.  Here  is  alfo  a  con- 
fiderable  town,  faid  to  contain  upwards  of  five 
hundred  houfes,  the  principal  commodities  of 
which  are  tobacco,  fugar,  indigo,  and  goat- 
fkins,  from  which  the  fine  maroquin  leather  is 
made.  Their  goats,  which  are  fat  and  well- 
tafled,  yean  once  in  four  months,  and  have 
three  or  four  kids  at  a  time.  The  foil  in  this 
neighbourhood  is  but  indifferent,  but  the  vallies 
produce  fome  corn  and  grapes. 

The  fhips  fet  fail  on  the  eighth  of  October 
in  the  evening,  after  having  put  the  deputy  go- 
vernor on  fhore,  near  a  rocky  cavern,  where 
he  was  obliged  to  take  up  his  abode  for  that 
night,  there  being  no  houfes  any  where  near 
him.  On  the  twenty-fecond,  Mr.  Page,  fecond 
mate  of  the  Dutchefs,  being  ordered  to  a  birth 
aboard  the  Duke,  from  whence  Mr.  Ballet 
was  to  remove  on  board  the  Dutchefs,  he  (Page) 
rcfufed  to  change  his  fhip,  and  captain  Cooke 
infilling  that  he  fhould,  he  ftruck  him,  but  he 
was  at  length  brought  on  board  the  Duke,  and 
captain  Rogers  condemned  him  to  the  bilboes  : 
but  before  the  fentence  was  put  in  execution, 
he  defired  to  go  to  the  head  to  eafe  himfelf, 
when  he  jumped  overboard,  and  endeavoured 
to  fwim  back  to  the  Dutchefs,  where,  as  the 
captains  were  both  abfent  he  might  have  excited 
the  men  to  mutiny;  but  the  boat  which  was 
along-fidefollowed,and  brought  him  back,  when 
he  was  heartily  lafhed,  and  then  confined  in 
irons  till  the  twenty-ninth,  when  he  was  fet  at 
liberty  on  promife  of  better  behaviour. 

Two  of  the  failors  having  ftolen  two  fhirts, 
a  wig,  and  a  pair  of  ftockings,  part  of  the  plun- 
der of  the  Canary  prize,  they  were  ordered  into 
the  bilboes  on  the  fecond  of  November,  but 
afterwards  difcharged  on  begging  pardon. 

On  the  fourteenth  they  came  within  fight  of 
the  land  of  Brazil,  and  on  the  eighteenth  came 
to  an  anchor  before  the  ifland  of  Grande  in 
eleven  fathoms  water.  While  they  lay  here,  new 
quarrels  arofe,  and  things  had  certainly  come  to  an 
extremity  on  board  the  Dutchefs,  if  captain 
Courtney  had  not  put  eight  of  the  ringleaders 
into  irons,  which  frightened  the  reft,  and,  in 
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all  probability  prevented  an  attempt  to  run  away 
with  the  fhip. 

On  the  twentieth  Mr.  Dampier  and  a  lieute- 
nant commanded  two  boats,  which  were  fent  to 
the  watering  place,  to  fee  that  it  was  clear  of 
enemies,  where  they  found  a  Portuguefe  boar, 
the  people  of  which  complained  that  they  had 
lately  been  robbed  by  the  French. 

On  this  day  four  men,  who  had  been  obferv- 
ed  to  be  very  forward  in  mutinies,  were  put  into 
irons-,  and  in  the  evening  captain  Cooke  and 
lieutenant  Pope  went  to  Angre  de  Reys,  a 
village  about  three  leagues  diftant,  called  by 
the  Portuguefe,  Noftta  Seniora  de  la  Concep- 
tione,  with  a  prefent  of  butter  and  cheefe  to  the 
governor,  and  a  requeft  of  his  friendfhip;  but 
as  they  approached  the  fhore,  the  inhabitants 
miftaking  them  for  French,  fired  at  them  feveral 
times,  but  did  them  no  damage,  and  entreated 
their  pardon  as  foon  as  they  difcovered  their 
miftake. 

The  governor  being  at  a  city  called  Rio  de 
Janeiro,  about  twelve  leagues  diftant,  they  were 
holpitably  entertained  by  a  friar,  who  informed 
them  that  the  French  had  lately  plundered,  and 
ufed  them  very  ill.  Several  of  the  inhabitants  came 
from  the  town  on  the  twenty-fecond  with  canoes 
laden  with  corn,  fowls,  limes,  and  other  provi- 
fions,  which  they  exchanged  for  a  few  trifles  : 
to  thefe  people  the  captain  behaved  with  the 
utmoft  civility,  and  promifed  a  handfome  re- 
ward to  thofe  who  fhould  fecure  any  of  the  de- 
ferters  from  the  fhips. 

A  Portuguefe  veffel  coming  to  an  anchor  near 
the  fhips  on  the  twenty-third,  laden  with  negroes, 
who  were  brought  to  work  in  the  gold  mines 
up  the  country,  captain  Rogers  fitted  out  and 
armed  the  pinnace,  to  go  and  enquire  whence 
fhe  came,  to  which  the  captain  replied  in  a  very 
fatisfaclory  manner,  and  fent  back  fome  very 
fine  fugar,  and  a  pot  of  fweetmeats,  as  a  prefent 
to  the  Englifh  captains.  The  Portuguefe  are 
extremely  careful  to  conceal  the  roads  leading 
to  their  mines  from  all  other  nations,  and  they 
affirm,  that  the  diftance  from  the  fea  ports  to 
thefe  fources  of  wealth,  is  prodigioufly  great. 

It  was  not  long  before  this  that  fome  French 
Buccaneers,  who  put  in  here  to  water,  fcized  a- 
bove  twelve  hundred  weight  of  gold  in  boats, 
the  land  road  being  almoft  impaffable,  that  leads 
from  Rio  de  Janeiro  to  the  mines.  Captain 
Dover  and  Mr.  Vanburgh  having  been  out  to 
take  their  pleafure  in  the  pinnace  on  the  twenty- 
fourth  of  this  month,  returned  with  a  creature 
that  flunk  intolerably,  the  fkin  of  which  was 
covered  with  fur,  fluck  full  of  quills  or  prickles, 
like  a  hedge-hog,  and  its  head  refembled  that  of 
a  monkey. 

Several  Portuguefe,  and  among  them  fome 
Francifan  Friars,  who  came  along  fide  the 
fhip,  affirmed  that  the  naufeous  frnell  arofe 
only  from  the  fkin,  and  that  the  flefh  was  very 
fine  eating;  but  it  was  fo  very  offenfive,  that 
none  of  the  failors  could  be  prevailed  upon  to 
try  it. 

On  the  twenty-fifth,  two  men  deferted  from 
the  Dutchefs,  and  made  their  efcape  into  the 
woods,  but  in  the  night,  they  were  fo  terrified 
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by  the  noife  made  by  the  baboons  and  monkies, 
which  they  miftook  for  the  howling  of  tygers, 
that  they  ran  back  and  plunged  into  the  water, 
hailing  the  fhip,  and  praying  to  be  taken  on 
board  again. 

On  the  fame  day  two  Irifh  land-men  got 
away  from  the  Duke,  but  they  were  taken  on 
the  fhore  two  days  afterwards,  while  they  were 
waiting  for  a  Portuguese  canoe  to  carry  them  to 
fome  other  place  ;  and  being  brought  on  board, 
captain  Rogers  ordered  them  to  be  feverely 
whipped  and  then  hid  in  irons. 

About  four  o'clock  in  the  morning,  the  day 
before  thefe  fellows  were  retaken,  the  watch 
on  the  quarter-deck,  efpied  a  canoe,  and  call- 
ed to  1  er  to  come  on  board,  but  the  people  not 
anfwering,  and  driving  to  get  away,  caufed  a 
fufpicion  that  they  had  either  got  the  deicrters, 
or  were  °oing,  by  agreement,  to  fetch  them  off 
the  ifland-,  whereupon  the  pinnace  and  yawl 
were  immediately  difpatched  after  them  :  the 
pinnace  coming  up  near  the  canoe,  fired,  to  flop 
them,  but  to  no  purpofe  ;  at  length  one  of  the 
Indians  who  rowed  the  canoe,  was  wounded  ; 
the  perfon  who  owned  and  (leered  her,  was  a 
friar,  who  had  a  quantity  of  gold  which  he  had 
got  in  the  mines  •,  as  captain  Rogers  imagines, 
by  confeffing  the  ignorant. 

This  friar  ran  the  canoe  afhore  on  a  little 
ifland  full  of  wood,  juft  as  his  purfuers  landed, 
and  was  attempting  to  make  his  efcape,  but  a 
Portuguefe,  who  had  no  gold  to  loole,  called 
him  back  ;  and  he  was  taken  with  the  other 
prifoners  on  board  the  fhip,  where  he  was  civilly 
entertained  by  captain  Rogers;  the  poor  Indian 
died  in  about  two  hours  afterwards,  and  the 
friar  was  inconfolable,  threatening  to  feek  re- 
drefs  either  in  England  or  Portugal,  for  the 
death  of  his  flave,  and  the  lofs  of  his  gold, 
which  poffibly  he  had  dropt  in  the  buftle,  or 
buried  at  the  place  where  the  canoe  ran  on 
fhore. 

The  captains  Rogers  and  Courtney,  and  fome 
of  the  other  officers,  on  the  twenty-feventh  of 
O&ober,  went  in  a  boat  to  the  town  of  Angre 
de  Reys,  to  fee  a  proceffion  in  honour  of  the 
Virgin  Mary.  The  Portuguefe  governor,  who 
treated  them  with  the  utmoit  politenefs,requefted 
that  their  mufic,  which  confuted  of  a  hautboy 
and  two  trumpets,  might  be  permitted  to  affift 
at  divine  fervice  inftead  of  an  organ  ;  which  re- 
queft  was  readily  complied  with. 

When  the  fervice  of  the  church  was  ended, 
the  muficians,  who  were  by  this  time  half  drunk, 
marched  at  the  head  of  the  proceffion,  in  which 
was  carried  lamps  of  incenfe,  a  hoft,  and  an 
image  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  adorned  with  flow- 
ers, and  furrounded  with  wax  candles ;  borne 
i .  a  bier  by  four  men,  and  followed  by  the 
cruardian  of  the  convent,  about  forty  priefh' 
and  friars,  the  governor  of  the  town,  captain 
Rogers,  captain  Courtney  and  the  other  officers 
of  their  company,  every  one  of  whom  carried 
a  wax  taper,  through  complaifance;  fome  junior 
pritfts,  and  the  principal  inhabitants  of  the 
place,  every  one  with  his  confecrated  candle, 
clofed  the  proceffion. 

When  the  ceremony  was  at  an  end,  a  gen- 


teel entertainment  was  provided  for  the  Englifh 
gentlemen  at  the  convent ;  and  the  governor, 
whofe  houfe  was  at  three  miles  diftance,  accom- 
modated the  reft  of  the  company  at  the  guard 
houfe,  where  twenty  foldiers  were  ftationed, 
under  the  command  of  a  lieutenant  and  an  en- 
fign. 

The  town  of  Angre  de  Reys,  confifts  of  a- 
bour  fixty  low  houfes,  poorly  built,  ill  furnifhed, 
and  covered  with  palmetto  leaves;  it  has  two 
churches  and  a  monaftery  of  Francifcan  friars, 
plainly  furnifhed  but  neat  and  decent.  The 
friars  poffeffed  fome  black  cattle,  but  they  did 
not  chufe  to  fell  any  of  them.  Perhaps  the 
mean  appearance  of  the  place,  might  have  been 
owing  to  their  having  fecreted  their  beft  effects, 
as  they  had  fo  lately  been  plundered  by  the 
French. 

The  officers  having  returned  on  board,  fent 
the  boat  back  to  the  town  for  liquor,  together 
with  an  invitation  to  the  principal  gentlemen 
of  the  place  to  return  the  vifit  on  board,  with 
which  they  complied  and  were  extremely  merry. 
When  the  liquor  began  to  operate,  they  toated 
the  pope's  health,  and  captain  Rogers  in  return 
gave  the  archbilhop  or  Canterbury  and  Wil- 
liam Penn  the  famous  quaker,  which  they  rea- 
dily pledged. 

The  weather  being  hazy  the  company  re- 
mained on  board  all  night,  and  in  the  morn- 
ing were  put  on  fhore  in  the  boat,  when  the 
captain,  at  parting,  made  a  prefent  of  fome 
bucter  and  cheele  to  the  fathers  of  the  convent. 
Some  letters  were  alfo  delivered  to  them,  which 
they  promifed  fhould  be  fafcly  conveyed  to  Eng- 
land, and  they  departed  highly  delighted  w  h 
the  agreeable  treatment  the\  had  met  with. 

A  committee  was  held  on  !x>ard  the  Dutchefs, 
on  the  thirtieth  of  November,  in  which  Mr. 
Vanburgh's  conduct  in  firing  at  the  Portugutfe 
canoe,  was  enquired  into  and  highly  cenfured ; 
and  to  prevent  ill-blood,  it  was  unanimoufly 
agreed  that  he  fhould  be  turned  over  to  the 
Dutchefs,  and  that  Mr.  William  Bath,  the  com- 
pany's agent  in  that  fhip,  fhould  take  his  place 
in  the  Duke. 

The  ifland'of  Grande  is  remarkably  high  land, 
and  about  nine  leagues  long.  It  abounds  with 
monkeys  and  other  wild  beafts;  it  has  plenty 
of  timber  and  excellent  water,  and  oranges, 
lemons,  and  guavas  grow  wild  in  the  woods. 
The  rivers  and  bays  abound  with  fifh,  among 
which  the  fhark  is  reckoned  the  moft  remark- 
able ;  it  has  three  rows  of  teeth,  a,  very  rough 
fkin,  and  the  old  ones  efpecially,  tafte  very 
ftrong:  they  are  ten  feet  long,  and  ufually  at- 
tended by  a  fifh  called  the  pilot  fifh,  which  finds 
out  their  prey  for  them,  and  whom,  it  is  laid, 
they  never  devour. 

The  fhark  is  a  very  heavy  fifh,  and  his  mouth 
lying  under  the  head,  he  is  obliged  to  turn  him- 
felf  on  his  back  to  catch  his  prey;  and  in  this 
manner  he  often  catches  hold  of  the  limb  of  a 
man  who  is  fwimming,  which  he  takes  off  at 
a  bite-,  he  is  however,  foon  fickened  by  playing 
with  a  line,  though  extremely  ftrong  under 
water. 

The  pilot  fifh  is  exceedingly  like  a  mackerel 
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when  fwimming  in  the  water,  and  looks  as  if 
he  were  painted  blue  and  white  in  a  circular 
form,  fomething  like  a  barber's  pole  :  but  there 
is  another  kind  of  pilot  fifh,  which  is  of  a  deep 
blue  when  out  of  the  water,  the  back  is  fpeck- 
led  like  a  feal's  fkin,  the  belly  is  of  a  higher  co- 
lour than  the  back  and  fides,  and  the  fcales 
are  l'mooth  like  thofe  of  a  tench.  One  of  thefe, 
which  was  eight  inches  long  and  three  broad, 
was  ftruck  by  captain  Cooke  with  a  harping 
iron. 

The  provifions  wherewith  the  (hips  were  fup- 
plied,  they  got  from  Angre  de  Reys,  which  is 
lituated  on  the  other  fide  of  the  harbour,  form- 
ed by  this  ifland,  on  the  continent  of  Brazil. 
Thefe  confifted  of  Indian  corn,  pine-apples, 
bananas,  plantains,  guavas,  lemons,  oranges, 
rum,  fugar,  tobacco,  beef,  mutton,  hogs  and 
fowls  ;  but  they  have  no  kind  of  fallading  here, 
nor  any  bread  except  cafiado,  which  they  call 
Faranada  Pan,  or  Bread  of  Wood.  While  they 
remained  here,  the  wind  veered  but  little  be- 
tween north  and  eaft,  and  the  weather  was  ex- 
ceflively  hot. 

They  failed  out  of  the  bay  of  Grande  on  the 
firft  of  December,  fleering  for  Juan  Fernandez; 
and  on  the  fifth  of  January,  encountered  a  vio- 
lent ftorm,    which  drove  fuch  a   quantity    of 
water  into  the  Dutchefs,    that  they   expected 
fhe  would  fink  every  moment,  and  as  the  men 
were  going  to  fupper  about  nine  o'clock  at  night, 
fhe  fhipped  a  feaat  the  poop,  which  beat  in  the 
bul  khead  and  all  the  cab-bin  windows,  and  drove 
the  firft  lieutenant  half  way  between  the  decks, 
together  with  feveral  piftols  and  mufkets  that 
hung  there ;  darting  a  fword  that  was   againft 
the  bulk  head  of  the  cabbin,  through  a  ham- 
mock and  rug  that  hung  againft  the  bulk  head 
of  the  fteerage  ;  and  if  the  bulk  head  of  the 
great  cabbin  had  not  given  way,  thofe  who  were 
in  the  other  cabbin  muft  certainly   have  been 
drowned,  before  the  water  could  have  run  off. 
It  is  aftonifhing  that  many  of  the  men  were 
not  killed,  with  thefhutters,  the  bulk  head  and 
the  arms  which  were  driven  with  amazing  vio- 
lence.    However,  the  yawl  was   ftaved  on  the 
deck,  and  one  or  two  of  the  me*n  were  wounded, 
and  all  the  cloaths  in  the  fhip  were  exceffive  wet, 
the  chefts,  hammocks  and  bedding  being  foak- 
ed  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  they  had  not  a  rag  of 
any  thing  dry  to  cover  them. 

On  the  fevemeenth  they  took  an  obfervation, 
by  which  they  found  that  they  had  got  round 
Cape  Horn,  Terra  del  Fuego,  and  the  ftreights 
of  Magellan,  being  then  to  the  northward  of 
Cape  Victoria.  About  this  time  the  fcurvy 
began  to  make  a  great  havock  among  the  crews, 
but  on  the  twenty-fixth  they  faw  land,  which 
they  took  to  be  part  of  the  coaft  of  Chili. 

They  now  bore  away  for  the  ifland  of  Juan 
Fernandez,  which  they  got  fight  of  on  the  laft 
day  of  January,  and  on  the  firft  of  February, 
captain  Dover,  fecond  captain  of  the  Duke, 
manned  the  pinnace  and  went  off  in  fearch  of 
provifions,  and  to  find  a  convenient  place  for 
the  fhips  to  come  to  an  anchor,  but  perceiving  as 
foon  as  it  grew  dark,  a  fire  kindled  on  the  ifland, 
it  was  imagined  thatthere  were  fhips  in  the  road ; 


this  light  was  alfo  feen  by  thofe  on  board  the 
fhips,  who  thought  that  it  proceeded  from 
French  vefl'els  at  anchor,  and  imagined  they 
fhould  be  under  a  neceflity  of  fighting  them, 
or  remain  in  want  of  water,  whereupon  the 
fhips  were  ordered  to  prepare  for  an  engage- 
ment. Captain  Dover  returned  on  board  with 
the  pinnace,  about  two  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
having  been  afraid  to  land,  on  feeing  the  fire  on 
fhore. 

On  the  next  day,  while  they  were  ftill  under 
apprehenfions  of  an  enemy,  they  flood  in  for 
the  fhore,  from  whence  blew  fuch  fudden  and 
frequent  gufts  of  wind,  that  they  were  forced 
to  reef  their  topfail,  and  ftand  by  the  mafts, 
left  they  fhould  go  by  the  board  •,  they  now 
expected  to  find,  the  enemy  ;  but  feeing  all 
clear,  and  no  fhips  either  in  that  bay  or  in  ano- 
ther to  the  northward,  they  gueffed  that  fome 
fhips  had  been  there,  but  were  gone  on  fight  of 
them. 

About  noon  they  fent  the  yawl  afhore,.  with 
captain  Dover,  Mr.  Fry,  and  fix  men  well  arm- 
ed •,  but  as  they  did  not  fpeedily  return,  captain 
Rogers  fent  his  pinnace  well  manned  to  en- 
quire into  the  occafion  of  their  flay  ;  for  he  be- 
gan to  fear  that  the  Spaniards  might  have  a 
garriibn  there,  and  had  made  them  prifoners  ; 
they  therefore  put  out  a  fignal  for  the  yawl,  and 
the  Dutchefs  fhe  wed  a  French  enfign.  The 
boats  returned  towards  evening,  and  brought 
with  them  abundance  of  cray  fifti,  and  a  man 
cloathed  in  goats  fkins,  who  appeared  wilder 
than  the  goats  themfelves. 

This  man  had  been  on  the  ifland  four  years 
and  four  months,  having  been  left  there  by  cap- 
tain Straddling,  commander  of  a  vefiel  called 
the  Cinque  Ports,  of  which  this  perfon,  whofe 
name  was  Alexander  Selkirk,  had  been  mafter. 
captain  Dampier,  who  had  been  at  that  time 
on  board  captain  Straddling's  fhip,  informed 
captain  Rogers  that  Selkirk  was  the  beft  failor 
on  board  her;  whereupon  he  was  immediately 
made  mate  of  the  Duke.  It  was  he  who  had 
made  the  fire  the  laft  nighr,  when  he  faw  the 
fhips,  which  he  imagined  to  be  Englifh. 

During  his  abode  on  the  ifland,  he  had  feen 
feveral  fhips  pais  by,  but  only  two  of  them  came 
to  an  anchor;  on  which  he  went  to  view  them, 
and  finding  them  to  be  Spaniards,  he  retired 
from  them,  and  efcapc-d,  notwithftanding  they 
fliot  at  him.  If  they  had  been  French,  he  would 
have  fubmitted,  but  he  chofe  rather  to  run 
the  rifle  of  dying  alone  on  the  ifland,  than  fall 
into  the  hands  of  the  Spaniards  ;  apprehending 
that  they  would  either  make  him  a  (lave  in  the 
mines  or  murder  him,  as  he  could  by  no 
means  fuppofe  they  would  fpare  any  ftranger 
who  was  fo  well  acquainted  with  the  fouth 
feas. 

Thefe  Spaniards  had  landed  before  he  knew 
what  they  were ;  and  they  came  Co  near  him, 
that  it  was  with  great  difficulty  he  efcaped,  for 
after  they  had  fhot  at  him,  they  purfued 
him  to  the  woods,  where  he  climbed  to 
the  top  of  a  tree,  at  the  foot  of  which  fome 
who  were  fearching  for  him  made  water, 
and  they  killed  feveral  goats  within  his  fight  j 
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but    at   length   departed    without    difcovering 
him. 

Mr.  Selkirk  faid,  he  was  a  native  of  Largo  in 
the  county  of  Fife  in  Scotland  ;  and  was  bred 
a  Sailor  from  his  youth.  That  the  reafon  of 
his  being  left  on  the  ifland,  was  a  difference  be- 
tween him  and  his  captain,  which,  together 
with  the  fhip's  being  leaky,  made  him  at  firft 
willing  to  flay  there,  rather  than  go  with  him  ; 
and  that  atterwards  when  he  altered  his 
mind  and  would  gladly  have  gone  on  board, 
the  captain  would  not  receive  him.  He  had 
been  at  this  ifland  before  to  wood  and  water, 
at  which  time  their  fhip  was  chafed  thence 
by  two  French  (hips,  while  two  of  the  crew 
were  on  the  ifland ;  but  after  they  had  been 
there  fix  months,  their  (hip  returned  and  took 
them  on  board.  He  had  his  cloaths  and  bed- 
ding with  him,  alfo  a  firelock,  a  little  pow- 
der, fome  bullets,  and  tobacco ;  a  hatchet,  a 
kettle,  a  knife,  a  bible,  fome  books  of  practi- 
cal divinity,  and  his  mathematical  inftruments 
and  books. 

He  diverted  and  provided  for  himfelf  as  well 
as  he  could,  but  for  the  firft  eight  months  he 
was  extremely  melancholy  and  could  hardly  fup- 
port  the  terror  of  being  alone  in  fuch  a  defolate 
place. 

He  built  himfef  two  huts  with  pimento  trees, 
covered  them  with  long  grafs,  and  lined  them 
with  the  (kins  of  goats,  which  he  killed  with 
his  gun,  as  he  wanted  them,  as  long  as  his  pow- 
der, which  was  but  a  pound,  lafted.  He  pro- 
cured fire,  by  rubbing  two  (licks  of  pimento 
wood  upon  his  knee. 

In  the  fmaller  hut  which  was  at  fome  dift- 
ance  from  the  other,  he  drefied  his  victuals ; 
and  in  the  larger  he  flept,  and  employed  him- 
felf in  reading,  finging  pfalms,  and  praying ; 
fo  that  he  faid  he  was  a  better  chriftian,  while 
in  this  folitude,  than  he  was  before,  or  than,  he 
feared,  he  ever  (hould  be  again. 

When  he  was  firft  left  on  the  ifland,  he  eat 
nothing,  till  he  was  conftrained  to  it  by  mere 
hunger,  which  arofe  partly  from  the  want  of 
bread  and  fait,  and  partly  from  the  excefs  of  his 
grief;  nor  did  he  go  to  bed,  till  he  was  able  to 
keep  awake  no  longer. 

The  pimento  wood,  which  burnt  very  clear, 
ftrved  him  both  for  fire  and  candle,  and  refrefh- 
ed  him  with  its  fragrant  fmell.  He  could  have 
procured  fifh  enough,  but  would  not  eat  them, 
for  want  of  fait,  becaufe  they  occafioned 
a  loofenefs,  except  a  fort  of  cray-fi(h,  which 
were  extremely  good,  and  as  large  as  our  lob- 
(leis.  Thefe  he  fometimes  broiled,  and  at  o- 
ther  times  boiled,  as  he  alfo  did  the  goat's  flefh, 
and  made  very  good  broth  of  it,  for  the  tafte 
of  it  is  much  more  pleafant  than  that  of  the 
goats  of  England  and  Wales.  He  kept  an 
account  of  five  hundred  of  thefe  animals  which 
he  had  killed,  and  as  many  more  which  he 
caught  •,  and  having  marked  them  on  the  ear, 
let  them  go  again. 

When  his  powder  was  gone,  he  took  them  by 
outrunning  them,  for  his  way  of  living,  and 
his  continual  exercife  of  walking  and  running, 
had  fo   cleared  his  body  of  all  grofs  humours, 


that  he  ran  with  wonderful  fwiftnefs  through 
the  woods,  and  up  the  rocks  and  hills;  as  the 
people  belonging  to  the  (hips  perceived,  when 
they  employed  him  to  catch  goats  for  them ; 
they  had  a  bull  dog  which  they  fent,  with  fe- 
veral  of  their  nimbleft  runners,  to  afilft  him  in 
catching  goats ;  but  he  diftanced  and  tired  both 
men  and  dog,  catching  the  goats  and  bringing 
them  on  his  back. 

He  told  them  that  his  agility  in  purfuing  a 
goat  had  once  like  to  have  coft  him  his  life  ;  he 
purfued  it  with  fo  much  eagernefs,  that  he 
catched  hold  of  it  on  the  brink  of  a  precipice, 
of  which  he  was  not  aware,  as  the  bulhes  con- 
cealed it  from  his  fight ;  fo  that  he  fell  with  the 
goat  down  the  precipice  a  prodigious  height ; 
and  was  fo  (tunned  and  bruifed  with  the  fall,  that 
he  lay  there,  infenfible,  as  he  imagined,  about 
twenty-four  hours,  and  when  he  came  to  his 
fenfes,  he  found  the  goat  dead  under  him  ;  but 
he  was  fo  hurt  that  he  was  hardly  able  to  crawl 
to  his  hut,  which  was  about  a  mile  diftant,  nor 
was  he  able  to  go  abroad  again  in  lefs  than  ten 
days. 

He  came  at  length  to  reliih  his  meat  well 
enough  without  fait  or  bread,  and  found  plenty 
of  good  turnips  which  had  been  fowed  there  by 
captain  Dampier's  men,  and  had  now  overfpread 
fome  acres  of  ground.  He  had  plenty  of  good 
cabbage  from  the  cabbage-trees,  and  feafoned 
his  meat  with  the  fruit  of  pimento  trees,  com- 
monly called  Jamaica  pepper.  He  found  alfo  a 
black  pepper,  called  Malageta,  which  was  very 
good  to  expel  wind,  and  prevent  a  griping  in  the 
guts. 

He  foon  wore  out  his  (hoes,  and  all  his  cloaths 
by  running  in  the  woods,  and  at  length  his  feet 
became  lb  hard,  that  he  ran  every  where  without 
difficulty  ;  and  it  was  fome  time  after  he  was 
found  before  he  could  wear  (hoes  again,  for  not 
being  ufed  to  any  fo  long,  his  feet  fwelled  when 
he  came  firft  to  put  them  on. 

After  he  had  conquered  his  melancholy,  he 
diverted  himfelf  fometimes  with  cutting  his  name 
on  the  trees,  together  with  the  time  of  his  being 
left,  and  continuance  there.  He  was  at  firft 
much  peftered  with  rats,  which  had  bred  in 
great  numbers,  from  fome  which  had  got  on 
(hore  from  (hips,  which  put  in  there  for  wood  and 
water. 

The  rats  gnawed  his  feet  and  cloaths  while  he 
flept,  fo  that  he  was  obliged  to  cherifh  fome 
cats,  which  had  alio  bred  from  fome  that  had 
got  afhore  from  different  (hips  ;  thefe  he  fed 
with  goat's  fie(h,  by  which  many  of  them  be- 
came lb  tame,  that  they  would  lie  about  him  in 
hundreds,  and  foon  delivered  him  from  the  rats. 

He  likewife  tamed  fome  kids;  and,  to  divert 
himfelf,  he  would  frequently  fing  and  dance 
with  them  and  his  cats ;  fo  that  by  the  favour  of 
Providence,  and  the  vigour  of  his  youth,  he  be- 
ing novv  only  thirty  years  of  age,  he  at  length 
was  enabled  to  conquer  all  the  inconveniences 
of  his  folitude,  and  became  extremely  eafy. 

When  his  cloaths  were  worn  out  he  made 
himfelf  a  coat  and  a  cap  of  goat's  (kins,  which 
he  fewed  together  with  little  thongs  of  the  fame, 
which  he  cut  with  his  knife.     He  had  no  other 
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needle  but  a  nail,  and  when  his  knife  was  worn 
out,  he  made  others  as  well  as  he  could  of  fome 
iron  hoops  that  were  left  afhore,  which  he  beat 
ftrait  and  thin,  and  ground  upon  ftones. 

Having  fome  linen  cloth  by  him,  he  cut  out 
fome  fhirts,  which  he  fewed  with  the  worfted  of 
his  old  {lockings,  pulled  out  on  purpofe,  ufing 
an  old  nail  to  make  holes,  inftead  of  a  needle, 
and  he  had  his  laft  fhirt  on  when  he  was 
found. 

At  his  firft  going  on  board,  he  feemed  much 
rejoiced,  but  had  lo  far  forgot  his  native  language 
for  want  of  ufe,  that  he  could  not  ipeak  plainly, 
only  dropping  a  few  words  of  Englilh  now  and 
then,  and  without  much  connection;  but  in 
two  or  three  days  he  began  to  talk,  and  then 
told  them  that  his  filence  was  involuntary  •,  for 
that  having  been  fo  long  on  the  ifland,  without 
any  perfon  with  whom  to  converie,  he  had  for- 
got the  ufe  of  his  tongue.  A  dram  was  offered 
him,  but  he  would  not  tafte  it,  having  drank 
nothing  but  water  for  fo  long  a  time,  and  it 
was  a  good  while  before  he  could  relifh  the 
victuals  on  board. 

He  gave  no  account  of  any  produce  of  the 
Ifland,  *which  had  not  been  difcovered  before, 
except  fome  black  plumbs,  which  were  very 
good,  but  difficult  to  come  at;  the  trees  on 
which  they  grow  being  on  high  mountains  and 
rocks.  Pimento  trees  were  plenty  here,  fome 
of  which  were  fixty-fect  high,  and  two  yards 
in  circumference  •,  the  cotton  trees  were  ftill 
higher,  and  near  four  fathoms  round  at  the 
bottom.  The  climate  of  this  ifland  is  fo  good, 
that  the  trees  and  grafs  continue  green  all  the 
year  round.  The  winter  lads  no  longer  than 
June  or  July,  and  is  not  then  fevere,  there 
being  only  a  fmall  froft,  and  a  little  hail,  but 
fometimes  great  rains.  The  heat  of  the  fum- 
mer  is  equally  moderate,  and  there  is  not 
much  thunder  or  tempcftuous  weather  of  any 
fort. 

Mr.  Selkirk  law  no  venemous  creature  on  the 


ifland,  nor  any  fort  of  beafls  but  goats,  which 
had  originally  been  put  on  fhore  here  on  pur- 
pofe for  a  breed  by  Juan  Fernando,  who  fettled 
here  with  fome  families,  till  the  continent  of 
Chili  began  to  fubmit  to  the  Spaniards,  which 
being  a  more  profitable  foil,  the  planters  were 
tempted  to  remove  thither. 

They  got  the  fmith's  forge  on  fhore,  on  the 
third  of  February,  fet  the  coopers  to  work,  and 
made  a  little  tent  for  captain  Rogers  to  have 
the  benefit  of  the  air.  The  people  of  the 
Dutchefs  alfo  erected  a  tent  for  their  fick  men  : 
thofe  in  health  were  employed  in  providing  fifh 
both  for  themfelves  and  the  fick,  and  were 
fometimes  able,  fo  great  was  the  abundance,  to 
catch  as  many  in  a  few  hours,  as  would  ferve 
two  hundred  people.  The  bay  abounded  with 
fea  fowls,  which  are  as  large  as  geefe,  but  they 
had  a  fifhy  tafte. 

Mr.  Selkirk,  to  whom  they  gave  the  name 
of  Governor,  never  failed  to  procure  two  or 
three  goats  a  day,  for  the  ufe  of  the  fick  men, 
by  which,  together  with  the  wholfome  air,  and 
the  help  of  the  greens,  they  foon  got  rid  of  the 
fcurvy. 

They  fpent  the  time  till  the  tenth  in  taking 
in  wood  and  water,  and  refitting  their  fhips. 
They  hkewife  boiled  up  about  eighty  gallons 
of  fea  lions  oil,  as  they  might  have  done  feveral 
tons  had  they  been  provided  with  veffels. 

This  they  refined  for  their  lamps,  to  fave 
candles;  and  it  was  fometimes  ufed  by  the 
failors  inftead  of  butter,  to  fry  their  meat,  and 
they  found  it  far  from  difagreeable. 

The  healthy  men  eat  the  flefh  of  young  feals, 
which  they  preferred  to  the  fhips  provifions,  and 
faid  was  as  good  as  Englifh  lamb;  though,  cap- 
tain Rogers  obfcrves,  he  fhould  have  been  very 
glad  of  the  exchange.  They  now  made  all 
poffible  hafte  to  get  the  necefiaries  on  board, 
being  unwilling  to  lofe  time,  as  they  had  been 
informed  at  the  Canaries  of  five  ftout  French 
fhips  that  were  coming  into  thofe  feas. 


CHAP.       IL 

They  fail  from  Juan  Fernandez  ;  defcription  of  the  birds  called  boobies,  and  the  flying  fifh  ; 
account  of  their  taken  feveral  prizes ;  defcription  of  the  Iflands  of  Lobos  de  la  Mar  ;  a 
defcent  upon  Guiaquil  concerted;  the  town  of  Puna  taken  by  furprize.  The  town  of  Guiaquil 
taken,  which  is  afterwards  ranfomed  and  evacuated. 


ON  the  thirteenth  of  February,  a  conful- 
tation  was  held  on  board  the  Dutchefs, 
in  which  they  made  feveral  regulations 
for  prefcrving  ftricr.  honefly,  difcipline  and  fe- 
crecy  on  board  both  veffels,  and  agreed  to  fail 
to  the  ifland  of  Lobos  de  la  Mar;  and  that  fhip 
which  arrived  there  firft,  was  to  leave  directions 
for  the  other  how  to  proceed,  buried  in  a  glafs 
bottle  at  the  diftance  of  twenty  yards  from 
the  fhore,  at  certain  places  which  they  named. 
On  the  fourteenth  they  weighed  anchor,  with 


*  A   parties! 2r   defcription  of   this    ifland  will   be 
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a  fair  gale  at  fouth  eaft,  having  buried  only 
two  men  at  the  ifland  of  Juan  Fernandez.  On 
the  twenty-fourth  of  the  month,  they  crofled 
the  tropic  of  Capricorn,  when  they  faw  feveral 
tropical  birds,  among  which  were  the  boobies, 
which  are  about  the  fize  of  a  m3gpy  ;  the  eyes 
are  large,  the  back  red,  and  the  tail  confifts 
only  of  one  feather,  about  eighteen  inches  in 
length  ;  the  feathers  are  black  and  white  on  the 
top  of  the  back  and  wings,  and  white  under- 
neath ;  they  are  fuppofed  to  live  on  fifh,  they 
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fly  high,  and  are  fcarce  ever  feen  but  near  the 
tropics. 

On  the  third  of  March,  when  the  weather 
was  extremely  hot,  they  faw  feveral  pieces  of 
wood,  and  fome  trees  floating  on  the  water,  to- 
gether with  abundance  of  weeds,  about  which 
were  feen  a  considerable  number  of  fea-larks, 
fome  of  which  captain  Cooke  (hot,  as  he  did  a 
boobic  that  was  almoft  white,  and  a  feal,  which 
immediately  funk  ;  a  large  funfifh  coming  near 
the  boat,  they  ftruck  it  with  the  fifgig,  but 
it  got  away  from  them.  They  alfo  faw  feveral 
flying  filh,  which  are  long  and  (lender,  having 
a  very  large  eye,  and  a  body  which  in  fhape  and 
colour  reiembles  that  of  a  mullet.  They  fome- 
times  fly  near  the  length  of  a  mufket  (hot  be- 
fore they  touch  the  water,  and  then,  wetting 
their  wings,  rife  up  again ;  their  enemies,  the 
dolphins,  chafing  them  and  fwimming  after 
them  with  fuch  fwiftnefs,  that  they  frequently 
catch  them  on  their  falling  into  the  water; 
and  fometimes  the  flying  filh  will  drop  into  the 
(hips. 

On  the  fourth  of  March  every  man  was 
put  to  an  allowance  of  three  pints  of  water  per- 
day,  that  their  flock  might  hold  out,  they  be- 
ing determined  to  keep  out  at  fea,  in  the  hope 
of  taking  fome  prize  from  Lima  or  eJfewhere  •, 
and  according  to  their  hopes,  on  the  evening 
of  the  fifteenth  they  faw  a  fail,  and  the 
Dutchefs  being  neareft,  foon  took  her.  She  was 
a  little  veffel,  of  fixteen  tons,  from  Payta,  bound 
to  Cheripe,  to  take  in  flour,  with  a  fmall  fum 
of  money  on  board  to  purchafe  it.  The  matter's 
name  was  Antonio  Heliagos,  a  Meftizo,  that 
is,  one  begotten  between  an  Indian  and  a 
Spaniard  ;  the  crew,  which  confided  of  eight 
men,  where  a  Spaniard,  a  Negro,  and  fix  In- 
dians. They  faid  that  all  the  French  (hips, 
being  feven  in  number,  were  failed  out  of  thofe 
feas  fix  months  before,  and  that  no  more  were 
to  come  there  •,  adding,  that  the  Spaniards  had 
fuch  an  antipathy  to  the  French,  that  at  Callo, 
the  fea-port  for  Lima,  they  quarrelled  fo  fre- 
quently with  them,  and  killed  io  many  of  them, 
that  none  tvere  differed  to  go  on  fhore  there,  for 
fome  time  before  they  failed  from  thence. 

The  prifoners  likewife  faid,  that  there  had 
been  no  enemies  in  thofe  parts  fince  captain 
Dampier  was  there  four  years  before  ;  and  that 
captain  Straddling's  (hip,  the  Cinque  Ports,  who 
was  Dampier's  confort,  foundered  on  the  coaft 
of  Barbacom,  where  he  and  about  fix  or  feven 
of  his  men  were  faved,  but  being  taken  in  their 
boat,  had  been  kept  prifoners  at  Lima  ever 
fince,  where  they  nad  fared  much  worfe  than 
poor  Selkirk,  whom  they  had  left  afhore  at 
Juan  Fernandez,  had  done. 

When  they  had  manned  the  prize  with  Eng- 
lifh  failors,  they  haled  off  clofe  on  a  wind  for 
Lobos,  having  (hot  within  it-,  and  had  not  the 
crew  of  the  prize  informed  them  better,  they 
might  have  endangered  their  fhips  by  running 
in  farther,  as  there  are  fnoals  between  the  ifland 
and  the  main. 

On  the  feventeenth,  they  anchored  between 
the  two  iflands  of  Lobos  de  la  Mar,  together 


with  their  prize,  which  on  the  day  following 
they  prepared  to  fit  out  as  a  cruifer,  under  the 
command  of  Mr.  Stratton,  giving  her  the  name 
of  the  Beginning :  on  the  twentieth,  being  man- 
ned with  thirty  two  men,  and  flocked  with  pro- 
vifions,  fhe  put  to  fea  with  the  Dutchefs  ;  and 
on  the  twenty-fixth  they  brought  in  a  prize 
which  they  had  taken  in  company ;  her  bur- 
den was  fifty  tons,  and  (he  was  laden  with  tim- 
ber, cocoa  nuts,  and  tobacco,  which  laft  article 
was  diftributed  among  the  crews  of  the  Duke 
and  Dutchefs. 

Having  cleaned  and  refitted  the  lad  prize, 
they  made  Mr.  Selkirk  mafter  of  her,  and  remov- 
ed the  fick  of  both  (hips  on  board  her,  under  the 
care  of  a  furgeon.  The  two  largeft  of  thefe 
iflands,  called  Lobos  de  la  Mar,  (to  diftinguifh 
them  from  thofe  called  Lobos  de  la  Terra,)  are 
about  fixteen  leagues  from  the  continent,  and 
fix  miles  in  length. 

The  foil  is  a  white  clay,  mixed  with  fand  and 
rocks.  They  afford  no  frefh  water  nor  any 
thing  green,  and  have  no  kind  of  wood.  There 
are  a  vad  plenty  of  a  kind  of  vultures  or  carrion 
crows,  which  at  a  diftance,  looked  fo  like  tur- 
keys, that  one  of  the  (hip's  officers,  bleffed  him- 
fclf  at  the  fight  of  them,  thinking  he  fhould 
fare  delicioufly ;  nay,  fo  very  eager  was  he 
to  tafte  them,  that  he  had  not  patience  till  the 
boat  could  put  him  afhore,  but  jumped  into  the 
water,  with  his  gun  in  his  hand,  and  getting 
near  enough,  let  fly  at  two  of  them  •,  but  when 
he  came  to  take  up  his  game,  it  dunk  fo  into- 
lerably, that  he  was  laughed  at  for  his  fruitlefs 
impatience  by  his  brother  officers. 

Befides  thefe  birds,  here  are  penguins,  boo- 
bies, gulls,  pellicans,  and  a  fort  of  fowls  like 
teal,  that  neflle  in  holes  in  the  land.  Of  thefe 
lad:  the  crews  got  prodigious  numbers,  which 
when  fkinned,  they  affirmed  to  be  excellent  eat- 
ing. They  alfo  found  abundance  of  bull  rufhes 
and  empty  jars  which  the  Spanifh  filhermen  had 
left  on  fhore,  for  all  over  this  coaft  they  ufe 
jars  for  their  oil,  wine,  and  other  liquids,  in- 
flead  of  cafks. 

On  the  iflands  are  abundance  of  feals,  and 
fome  fea-lions ;  the  feals  are  much  larger  than 
thofe  at  Juan  Fernandez,  but  the  fur  is  not  fo 
fine.  They  killed  many  of  them  to  eat  their 
livers,  but  one  of  the  crew,  a  Spaniard,  dying 
fuddenly  after  eating  of  them,  the  ufe  of  this 
fort  of  food  was  forbidden.  The  prilbners  faid 
that  old  feals  were  very  unwholfome. 

The  wind  always  blowing  frefh  over  land, 
brought  an  ugly  noifome  fmell  from  the  feals  on 
fhore,  which  gave  captain  Rogers  a  violent 
head-ach,  and  this  fmell  was  complained  of  by 
every  body  elfe  on  board  ;  but  no  complaint  of 
this  kind  had  been  made  from  the  fmell  of  the 
feals  at  Juan  Fernandez. 

The  prifoners  told  them,  that  it  was  expected 
that  the  widow  of  the  late  viceroy  of  Peru,  with 
her  family  and  riches,  would  fhortly  embark 
for  Acapulco,  and  flop  at  Payta  to  refrefh,  or 
fail  near  in  fight,  as  cuflomary,  in  one  of  the 
king's  (hips  of  thirty-fix  guns  •,  and  that  about 
eight   months  before,  a  (hip  with  two  hundred 
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thoufand  pieces  of  eight  on  board,  befides  a 
cargo  of  liquors  and  flour,  had  pafled  by  Payta 
for  Acapulco. 

They  alio  faid,  that  they  had  left  feignior 
Morel  in  a  ftout  fhip,  with  dry  goods  for  Lima, 
recruiting  at  Payta,  where  he  expected  in  a  few 
days,  a  French  built  fhip,  belonging  to  the  Spa- 
niards to  come  from  Panama  richly  laden,  with  a 
bifhop  on  board. 

Upon  this  advice  they  agreed  to  fpend  as 
much  time  as  poffible  cruifing  off  Payta,  with- 
out difcovering  themfclves,  tor  fear  of  hinder- 
ing their  other  deligns. 

On  the  firft  of  April,  they  found  the  fea  of  the 
colour  of  blood,  which,  on  infpection  appeared 
to  be  caufed  by  the  fpawn  of  fifh  lwimming  on 
the  furface  of  the  water. 

On  the  fecond,  Mr.  Fry  was  fent  in  the  pin- 
nace, after  a  veiTel,  which  they  then  difcovered  ; 
he  foon  took  her  and  brought  her  in,  when  fhe 
appeared  to  be  the  fhip  already  mentioned,  com- 
manded by  feignior  Morel  and  his  brother ;  her 
burthen  was  five  hundred  tons,  and  befides  her 
cargo,  fhe  had  on  board  fifty  negroes,  and  many 
paifcngers  bound  from  Panama  to  Lima,  with  a 
fine  flock  of  frefh  provifions;  the  command  of 
this  veffel  was  given  to  lieutenant  Fry  ;  and  the 
following  day  the  Beginning  took  a  prize  of 
thirty-five  tons  burden,  bound  from  Guiaquil  to 
Chancay;  by  which  veffel  they  learnt  that  the 
bifhop  already  mentioned  was  flill  at  Payta,  but 
would  foon  pafs  the  road  in  which  they  now 
•were,  in  his  way  to  Lima  •,  whereupon  the 
cruizers  were  ftationed  in  fuch  a  manner  as  feem- 
ed  to  bid  fair  for  fhortening  his  lordfhip's 
voyage. 

On  the  feventh  of  April,  Mr.  Vanburgh  ft  ill 
continuing  to  behave  in  a  very  riotous  and  im- 
proper manner,  was,  in  a  full  council  of  the  offi- 
cers of  both  fhips,  turned  out  of  his  poft  as  a 
perfon  unfit  to  be  trufted.  It  was  refolved  in  a 
committee,  on  the  twelfth  of  April,  not  to  fend 
the  Beginning  prize  into  Payta,  as  had  been 
agreed  on,  for  fear  of  being  difcovered  ;  but  to 
attempt  the  town  of  Guiaquil  ;  the  enterprize 
to  be  conducted  by  the  three  captains  Rogers, 
Courtney  and  Dover;  Rogers  to  command  a 
company  of  feventy-one  officers  and  failors ; 
Courtney  to  be  at  the  head  of  feven ty-  three  men; 
and  Dover  to  have  feventy  mariners  under  his 
command :  Captain  Dampier  to  command  the 
artillery,  with  a  referve  of  twenty-two  men  to 
act  upon  occafion  ;  captain  Cooke  to  command 
the  Dutchefs  with  forty-two  men,  and  captain 
Fry  the  Duke  with  forty  men. 

They  haled  in  for  cape  Blanco  on  the  thir- 
teenth, when  a  committee  was  held,  in  which  it 
was  agreed,  that  for  the  encouragement  of  offi- 
cers and  men,  all  bedding  and  cloaths,  gold 
rings,  buckles  and  buttons,  liquors  and  provi- 
fions,  with  all  forts  of  arms,  except  great  guns 
for  fhips,  fhould  be  allowed  as  plunder,  to  be 
tqually  divided  between  all  the  men  on  board, 
or  on  fhore,  according  to  their  whole  fhares  : 
that  all  wrought  gold  or  filver,  crucifixes, 
watches  found  about  the  prifoners,  or  wearing 
apparel  of  any  kind,  fhould  alfo  be  plunder,  ex- 
cept money,  women's  ear  rings,  loole  diamonds, 


pearls  and  precious  (tones;  and,  in  cafe   any 
thing  was  not  fufficiently  explained,  a  committee 
fhould,  upon  application  being  made  for  that 
purpofe,  meet  after  the  expedition,  and  deter- 
mine what  further  ought  to  be  reputed  plunder, 
without  fraud  to  the  owners,  or  prejudice  to  the 
officers  and  men  :  that  no  perfons  fhould   mif- 
interpret  this  allowance,  fo  as  to  fecure  or  con- 
ceal either  wrought  or  unwrought  gold  or  filver, 
pearls,  jewels,  diamonds,  or  precious  ftones,  not 
found  about  prifoners,  or  their  wearing  apparel, 
which  fhould  be  looked  upon  as  a  high  mifde- 
meanor  and  feverely  punifhed:  that  none  fhould 
keep  any  plunder,    but  deliver  it  to  his  officer 
publicly,  and  carry  it  to  the  place  appointed  to 
depofit  it:  that  in  cafe  any    town,  fort  or   fhip 
were  taken  by  ftorm,  the  encouragement  agreed 
on  at  the  ifland  of  St.  Vincent,  fhould  be  allowed 
to  each  man,  over  and  above  the  gratuity   pro- 
mifed   by  the  owners  to  thofe  that  fignalized 
themfclves;  but  if  any  party  fhould  be  engaged 
with  another  of  the  enemy,    and  defeat  them* 
then  all  the  prifoners,  and  the  arms  and  move- 
ables about    them,  fhould   be   divided    among 
them  only  who  were  in  the  action:  all  the  plun- 
der taken  afhore,  to  be  carried  on   board  by 
pedbns  appointed  for  that  purpofe,  and  entered 
in  public  books  for  the  fatisfaction  of  all  con- 
cerned.    That  thofe  who  fhould  commit  any 
diforder  on  fhore,  difobey  command,  quit  their 
poft,   difcourage  the  men,    behave  themfelveS 
cowardly  in  any  action,  burn  or  deftroy  any  thing 
without  orders,  or  debauch  the  prifoners,  fhould 
lofe  all  their  fhares  of  the  plunder,  and  be  fe- 
verely punifhed  otherwife. 

On  the  morning  of  the  fifteenth,  the  French- 
built  prize,  which  they  had  fo  long  expected; 
appeared  within  fight  near  the  fhore,  and  as 
they  had  but  little  wind,  the  boat  and  pinnace 
rowed  after  and  attacked  her,  but  fhe  repulfed 
them,  with  the  lofs  of  two  men,  one  of  whom 
was  captain  Rogers's  brother,  who  was  flioc 
through  the  head  ;  and  three  were  wounded : 
but  the  fhips  coming  up,  fhe  ftruck  to  the 
Dutchefs,  after  receiving  a  fhot  or  two.  The 
men  begged  for  quarter,  which  was  readily 
promifed.  There  were  feventy  blacks,  and  a 
confiderable  number  of  pafiengers  on  board  \ 
the  lading  confifted  of  bale  goods  ;  and  there 
was  a  confiderable  quantity  of  pearls. 

The  veffel  was  about  two  hundred  and  feven- 
ty tons  burden,  commanded  by  Don  Jofeph 
Arizabala,  who  informed  them  that  the  bifhop 
and  his  attendants,  had  been  landed  at  point 
St.  Helena,  and  were  gone  by  land  to  Guia- 
quil. 

On  the  feventeenth  all  the  men  intended  for 
the  defcent  upon  Guiaquil,  to  the  number  of 
two  hundred  and  one,  went  on  board  the  barks, 
each  having  a  ticket  delivered  to  him,  fignifying 
what  company  he  belonged  to,  and  his  particular 
ftation,  which  was  thought  neceffary  to  pre- 
vent the  men  from  ftraggling.  As  there  were 
three  hundred  prifoners  tn  cuftody,  and  the  men 
to  guard  them  being  but  little  more  than  a  third 
of  that  number,  irons  were  fent  on  board  the 
Duke  and  the  other  veffels  in  order  to  intimidate 
them. 

The 
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The  captains  Fry  and  Cooke,  to  whom  were 
committed  the  care  of  the  Duke  and  Dutchefs, 
were  directed  to  keep  out  at  fea  for  forty-eight 
hours,  to  prevent  their  being  diicovered  by 
the  enemy  •,  and  afterwards  to  wait  the  event 
of  the  expedition  at  Punta  Arena,  off  which 
place  captain  Rogers  and  his  barks,  together 
with  captain  Courtney, came  to  an  anchor  at  ten 
o'clock  at  night,  when  taking  to  their  boats 
with  about  forty  men,  they  made  for  Puna,  an 
ifland  covered  with  fwamps,  and  ovct-run  with 
mangrove?,  and  in  the  morning  came  to  a  grap- 
pling dole  under  the  land,  out  of  light  of  the 
look-out. 

At  (even  in  the  evening  of  the  nineteenth,  the 
fhips  came  to  an  anchor  between  St.  Clara  and 
Tumbcz,  when  the  boats  weighing,  rowed  with- 
in half  a  mile  of  the  town,  and  came  again  to  a 
grapp!:ng,  difpofing  themfelves,  for  fear  of  be- 
ing diicovered,  in  luch  a  manner,  that  they 
had  the  appearance  of  drift  timber  upon  the 
water. 

By  break  of  day  on  the  twentieth  theygotclofe 
up  with  the  town,  and  fecured  all  the  canoes, 
and  notwkht' anding  an  alarm  was  fpread,  by  an 
Indian  who  efcaped  them,  they  feized  the  go- 
vernor of  the  town,  and  with  him  about  twenty 
people,  w  ho  allured  them  that  the  inhabitants 
of  Guiaquil  could  have  no  information  of 
their  being  fo  near,  thofe  who  had  fled  from 
Puna,  having  taken  refuge  in  the  woods. 

In  this  town  ihcy  found  a  paper  that  had  been 
fent  from  Lima,  copies  of  which  were  alfo  dif- 
perftd  all  along  the  coaft,  to  give  notice  that 
captain  Dampier  was  again  arrived  in  thofe  leas  ; 
they  were  however  convinced  that  they  lhould 
be  able  to  execute  what  they  intended  before  any 
forces  could  arrive  from  Lima  to  oppofe  their 
defigns. 

On  the  morning  of  the  twenty-firft,  the  Be- 
ginning was  fent  a-head  towards  Punta  Arena, 
on  the  ifland  of  Puna,  for  fear  of  any  danger  ; 
but  Ihe  round  there  only  an  empty  vefiel  riding 
clofe  under  the  point :  Ihe  proved  to  be  a  new 
Spanifh  bark  that  had  been  fent  to  load  fait-, 
but  her  crew,  on  light  of  the  Englilh,  thought 
proper  to  abandon  her. 

All  apprehenlions  being  now  totally  remov- 
ed, the  boats  and  barks  rowed  for  the  town 
of  Guiaquil,  and  at  eleven  faw  a  light  in  the 
town ;  whereupon  they  rowed  as  eafily  as  pof- 
lible,  till  they  came  within  a  mile  of  it,  for 
fear  of  a  difcovery,  and  then  heard  a  centinel 
call  to  another,  talk  fome  time,  and  bid  him 
bring  fire.  Finding  they  were  diicovered,  they 
rowed  over  to  the  other  fide  againft  the  town, 
Jaw  a  fire  made  at  the  place  where  the  centinels 
talked,  and  foon  after  many  lights  at  the  water 
fide,  and  all  over  the  town  ;  heard  them  ring  the 
alarm  bell,  fire  fcveral  vollies,  and  faw  them 
light  a  fire  on  the  hill  where  the  beacon  was 
kept,  to  give  the  town  notice  that  they  were 
tome  up  the  river. 

Hereupon  the  boats  came  to  a  grappling,  and 
fuch  a  violent  dilpute  aroie  among  fome  of  the 
chief  officers,  that  they  were  heard  afhore,  but 
thr  Spaniards  not  understanding  what  they  faid, 
ictched  an  Englifhman  to  the  water  fide  to  inter- 


pret what  they  heard ;  but  before  he  came  the 
debate  was  at  an  end.  This  account  they  had 
from  that  very  Engli(hman,whoafterwardscame 
over  to  them,  and  proceeded  on  the  voyage. 

A  council  was  held  in  the  ftern  of  one  of  the 
boats,  to  refolve  whether  they  fhould  land  im- 
mediately, or  ftay  till  day-break  *  and  as  the 
officers  differed  in  their  opinions,  it  was  agreed, 
fince  they  did  not  know  the  ground,  and  the 
barks  were  not  come  up,  which  had  near  half 
the  men,  and  the  artillery  on  board,  to  ftay  till 
day-light,  by  which  time  it  was  hoped  the 
barks  would  join  them  ;  and  therefore  they  fell 
a  little  way  down  the  river  to  meet  them,  hearing 
feveral  mufket-fhots  in  their  way,  which  they  at 
fir  ft  thought  were  fired  by  the  Spaniards  along 
the  (hore. 

At  break  of  day,  on  the  twenty- fecond,  they 
law  one  of  their  barks  at  anchor  clofe  under  the 
fhore,  within  a  mile  of  the  town,  and  at  flood 
they  defcried  the  other  coming  up  the  river ; 
they  then  rowed  back  to  the  bark,  which  had 
fired  the  mufquets  abovementioned,  at  fome 
fifhermen  who  were  pafling,  and  whom  they 
made  prifoners.  When  their  forces  were  thus 
reaffembled,  they  held  a  council  in  the  pinnace, 
failed  up  the  river,  and  fent  a  flag  of  truce  with 
the  captain  of  the  French-built  fhip,  the  gover- 
nor of  Puna,  and  another  prifoner  ;  then  towed 
up  the  barks  a-breaft,  and  came  to  an  anchor 
againft  the  town. 

When  the  captain  of  the  French- built  fhip 
came  to  the  corregidor  or  mayor  of  the  town, 
heafked  the  number  of  the  Englifh,  which  the 
captain  pretended  to  be  greater  than  it  really 
was.  The  corregidor  faid  they  were  boys  and 
not  men  •,  to  which  the  captain  replied,  he. 
would  find  they  were  men  ;  for  they  had  fought 
him  bravely  in  their  open  boats,  though  he  had 
killed  the  brother  of  one  of  the  captains,  and 
wounded  and  killed  others :  and,  therefore,  ad- 
vifed  him  to  agree  for  the  ranfom  of  the  town, 
for  though  he  had  three  thoufand  men,  he  would 
not  be  able  to  withftand  them.  To  this  the 
corregidor  replied,  "  My  horle  is  ready." 

On  the  twenty-third,  they  went  up  the  river 
after  fome  veffels,  in  their  pinnace,  fix  of  which 
they  took  and  brought  to  an  anchor  by  the 
barks  ;  they  alfo  feized  two  new  veffels  of  about 
four  hundred  tons  each,  and  then  went  afhore 
with  a  flag  of  truce,  and  the  governor  came  on 
board  one  of  the  prizes,  to  confult  concerning 
the  ranfom  of  the  town  and  fhips  ;  which  they 
could  not  agree  about,  and  he  promifed  to  re- 
turn again  at  feven  in  the  evening,  but  was  not 
as  good  as  his  word.  The  boats  now  went  up 
the  river  again,  to  fearch  for  more  fhips,  but 
returned  without  finding  any,  but  they  took 
feveral  canoes  with  fome  plate  aboard.  The 
centinels  hailed  aboataftermidnight  which  came 
on  board  with  one  gentleman,  who  faid  he  was 
fent  by  the  corregidor,  with  a  prefent  of  two  bags 
of  flour,  two  fheep,  and  two  hogs  ready  killed 
alfo  two  jars  of  brandy,  and  two  of  wine  •,  and 
to  allure  them  that  the  governor  would  have  been 
with  them  according  to  his  appointment,  but 
was  prevented  by  the  abfence  of  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal merchants  concerned  :  but  he  would  come 
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off  in  the  morning  by  feven  o'clock  ;  and  hoped 
they  would  do  him  the  juftice  to  believe  he 
was  a  man  of  honour  •,  for  though  he  had  been 
greatly  reinforced  fince  he  left  them,  he  was  de- 
termined to  wait  on  them  agreeable  to  his  pro- 
mile. 

'I  he  captains  fent  their  compliments  to  the 
corregidor,  and  thanks  for  hisprefcnt,  and  faid, 
they  were  forry  they  had  nothing  to  fend  him 
by  way  of  return  ;  but  denied  he  might  be  told, 
that  they  were  lurprized  he  had  not  kept  his 
word,  but  depended  that  he  would  convince 
them  ot  his  being  a  man  of  honour,  by  meeting 
them  at  feven  o'clock  in  the  morning,  or  there 
lhould  be  a  final  end  of  the  treaty. 

They  waited  with  impatience  till  feven  in  the 
morning,  when  they  law  a  flag  of  truce,  on 
beard  one  of  the  new  fhips,  where  they  fuppofed 
the  governor  to  be,  and  therelore  manned  their 
pinnace,  and  lent  their  linguift  to  give  their 
promife,  that  if  the  corregidor  would  come  on 
board  the  prize,  he  fhould  have  full  liberty  to 
return  •,  on  which  he  came  on  board  with  three 
ether  perfons. 

The  barks  belonging  to  the  two  frigates  were 
now  ordered  to  go  dole  under  the  Jhore,  near 
the  belt  part  of  the  town,  and  every  thing  to 
be  held  in  readincls  for  landing,  in  cafe  they 
fhould  not  agree  with  the  corregidor.  The 
three  captains  at  the  fnft  demanded  that  fifty- 
thoufand  pieces  of  eight  fhould  be  paid  for  the 
ranlom  or.  the  town,  the  two  new  fhips  and  the 
fix  barks  ;  befides  which,  the  governor  was  to 
obhge  himlelf  to  purchafe  the  goods  and  ne- 
groes, which  were  taken  in  the  prizes,  at  cer- 
tain fitipulated  prices,  to  be  paid  within  nine 
days. 

The  Spaniards  agreed  to  this  latter  article, 
offering  to  leave  two  hoftages  for  the  perform- 
ance ot  it,  which  were  thought  infufficient  ;  but 
they  refufed  to  give  near  the  ium  demanded  for 
the  town  and  fhips,  faying  that  they  had  men 
and  arms  fufficient  to  defend  themfclves.  From 
this  delay  the  captain  iuipectcd  that  they  only 
•wanted  to  gain  time,  and  therefore  informed 
them,  that  they  could  take  the  town,  or  feize 
the  fhips  at  j  lealure  -,  that  they  looked  on  both 
the  one  and  the  other,  as  much  their  own,  as 
if  already  in  their  pollefiion,  and  that  if  their 
demands  were  not  inftantly  complied  with,  they 
would  fire  both  town  and  fhips  before  night. 

After  fome  little  confederation,  the  corregidor 
and  his  companions  agreed  to  buy  the  cargoes, 
and  to  give  hoftages  tor  forty  thoufand  pieces 
of  eight  for  the  town,  the  two  new  fhips  and  the 
barks  ;  but  they  declined  figning  this  agreement 
till  they  had  the  confent  of  the  principal  per- 
fuis  of  the  town,  which  the  corregidor  under- 
took to  procure  in  the  fpace  of  an  hour. 

About  one  in  the  afternoon  the  corregidor  was 
put  on  fho;e  in  captain  Roger's  pinnace  •,  fome 
of  the  men  were  for  flopping  him,  becaufe 
not  long  before,  an  Indian  came  off  in  a  canoe, 
to  know  whether  he  had  agreed  with  the  Eng- 
lifh, as,  in  cafe  he  had  not,  his  men  were  in 
readincls  to  begin  the  fight,  and  waited  only 
for  his  orders  ;  but  the  coiregidor  infilling  that 
the  detaining  him  would  be  contrary  to  the  flag 
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of  truce,  he  was  permitted  to  depart ;  but  the 
three  gentlemen  remained  as  hoftages,  at  the 
requeft  of  the  corregidor,  who  did  not  doubt 
but  the  agreement  would  foon  be  ratified. 

When  the  time  allotted  for  the  anlwer  was 
expired,  a  meffenger  came  from  the  town  to 
inform  them,  that  they  could  raife  but  thirty 
thoufand  pieces  of  eight,  and  he  did  not  men- 
tion a  fingle  word  of  trade. 

On  this  they  fent  their  linguift  and  one  pri- 
foner  with  their  final  meffage,  which  was,  that 
if  in  half  an  hour,  they  did  not  fend  three  more 
good  hoftages  for  the  forty  thoufand  pieces 
of  eight  agreed  on,  they  would  ftrike  the  flag 
ot  truce,  land,  give  no  quarter,  and  fire  the  town 
and  fhips.  In  the  mean  time  they  faw  the  Spa- 
niards quit  the  two  new  (hips,  and  they  imme- 
diately took  poffeffion  of  them. 

Their  mefienger  returned,  and  in  about  half" 
an  hour,  three  men  more  came  from  the  town, 
to  the  bank  oppofite  the  captain's  barks,  where 
they  held  out  a  white  handkerchief,  as  if  to 
treat  further.  They  faid  that  their  refolution 
was  to  give  thirty-two  thoufand  pieces  of  eight, 
and  no  more  :  to  which  th°  Englifh  replied  that 
they  had  done  treating,  and  bid  them  retire  im- 
mediately out  of  the  reach  of  their  (hot,  as  they 
valued  their  lives.  They  now  ftruck  their  white 
flag,  and  let  fly  their  martial  colours. 

Captain  Rogers  ordered  two  guns  of  about 
fix  hundred  weight  each,  mounted  on  carriages, 
into  the  great  launch,  and  filled  their  three  boats 
with  men  in  order  to  land  ;  he  then  went  him- 
felf  in  a  pinnace,  captain  Courtney  in  another, 
and  captain  Dover  in  the  launch,  the  three  boats 
carrying  about  feventy  men. 

They  towed  the  launch  afhore :  the  third, 
lieutenant  remained  on  board  the  bark  with 
ten  men,  to  play  their  guns  into  the  town  as 
they  landed  -,  where  the  Spaniards,  compared 
with  their  little  army,  made  a  formidable  ap- 
pearance. 

As  foon  as  they  landed,  which  was  about  four 
in  the  afternoon,  the  men  fired  on  their  knees, 
at  the  brink  of  the  bank,  and  then  loading,  ad- 
vanced, having  called  to  their  bark  to  forbear 
firing  left  they  fhould  hurt  their  own  men.  They 
pufhed  forward  with  fuch  bravery,  that  the  Spa- 
niards fired  but  one  volley,  and  retired  back  to 
their  guns,  where  their  horfe  drew  up  a  fecond 
time  ;  while  the  Englifh,  (till  preffing  on  with 
the  utmoft  intrepidity,  came  to  the  ftreets  of  the 
town,  where  they  faw  four  guns  pointed  at  them, 
before  a  fpacious  church  ;  but  as  foon  as  they 
came  in  fight,  the  horfe  moved  off  with  great 
precipitation. 

Hereupon  captain  Rogers  called  out  to  his 
men  to  run  and  feize  the  guns,  he  himfelf  ad- 
vancing with  about  ten  men  within  piftol  (hot  of 
them  ;  at  which  boldnefs  the  enemy  were  fo 
intimidated,  that  after  one  general  difcharge 
they  all  fled,  except  the  gunner,  an  Irifhman, 
who  kept  his  poft  till  he  received  four  wounds,- 
of  which  he  afterwards  died. 

Many  more  of  the  Englifh  now  corning  up, 
under  the  command  of  captain  Dover  and  cap- 
tain Courtney  ;  Mr.  Rogers  remained  to  fecure 
the  poft  he  had  fo  bravely  gained,  and  took 
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poffeffion  of  the  church,  where  they  made  about 
twelve  prifoners,  while  the  reft  marched  to  the 
other  end  of  the  town. 

From  the  time  they  landed,  till  their  feizing 
the  guns,  and  taking  poffeffion  of  the  church, 
was  not  more  than  half  an  hour. 

Captain  Dampier  with  twenty-five  men  was 
now  pofted  at  the  guns,  which  he  turned  againft 
the  enemy,  who  foon  fled  from  the  town.  By 
this  time  the  reft  of  the  Englifh  being  landed, 
marched  after  captain  Courtney  and  captain 
Dover. 

The  men  in  general  behaved  with  the  utmoft 
courage,  but,  as  is  generally  the  cafe  with  fail- 
ors,  they  were  kept  but  little  under  command, 
after  the  firft  piece  was  fired  ;  but  after  the  at- 
tack, they  forbore  hard  drinking,  and  kept 
properly  together. 

Captain  Rogers  oveno-k  Courtney  and  Dover, 
at  the  other  end  of  the  town,  where  he  left 
Courtney  to  keep  guard  at  a  church,  and  then 
returned  to  his  firit  poft,  whilft  Dampier  and 
his  men  went  to  reinforce  Dover  and  Court- 
ney. 

Thus  they  were  in  quiet  poffeffion  of  the 
town  by  fun  fet,  having  met  with  no  oppositi- 
on after  the  enemy  quitted  the  great  church. 
They  now  made  a  proper  difpofition  of  their 
guards,  and  in  the  evening,  captain  Rogers 
went  on  board  the  bark,  fettled  a  watch,  and 
then  returned  afhore  to  the  church. 

Captain  Dover  now  fet  fire  to  five  or  fix 
houfes  which  fronted  the  church,  which  burnt 
all  night  and  the  next  day.  The  reafon  of  burn- 
ing thefe  houfes  was,  that  there  was  a  hill  near 
this  quarter,  and  thick  woods  within  a  mufket 
fhot  of  the  church,  from  whence  the  enemy  were 
almoft  continually  firing  at  him  during  the  whole 
night,  but  without  doing  any  damage  :  and  the 
next  day  feveral  final!  parties  of  horfe  and  foot 
came  down,  but  retired  without  making  any 
attempt. 

Had  the  Spaniards  been  courageous,  they 
might  have  done  great  milchicfto  captain  Dover, 
as  his  friends  were  not  near  enough  to  affift  him; 
for  the  town  being  long,  the  whole  of  it  could 
not  be  kept  without  dividing  the  men  into  par- 
ties at  considerable  diftances ;  but  his  firing  the 
houfes  did  him  great  fervice,  by  covering  the 
worft  part  of  his  quarters  for  that  night;  and  at 
day-break  captain  Courtney  relieved  him,  when 
they  both  quitted  thole  quarters,  as  a  place  too 
much  expofed  to  the  enemy. 

An  Indian  who  had  been  taken  prifoner,  in- 
formed Rogers,  that  he  knew  of  much  money 
up  the  river  in  houfes  and  bark-logs  ;  where- 
upon the  Dutchels's  pinnace,  with  twenty-one 
men,  commanded  by  lieutenant  Connelly,  were 
fent  up  the  river, 

As  they  had  found  but  little  wealth  in  the 
town,  captain  Rogers  was  for  fending  both  the 
pinnaces  tofeize  that  which  the  Indian  had  fpoken 
of;  but  the  others  would  by  no  means  confent 
to  it,  left  the  enemy  fhould  engage  them  in  the 
abfencc  of  their  boats  and  fo  many  of  their  peo- 
ple. 

The  Englifh  now  began  with  iron  crows  and 
other  inftruments,  to  break  open  the  churches 


and  all  the  ftore-houfes,  cellars,  &c.  but  in  this 
they  had  very  little  fuccefs,  as  fcarce  any  thing 
was  left  in  the  iown  except  flour,  beans,  peafe, 
and  jars  of  wine  and  brandy.  Thefe,  however, 
they  began  to  carry  to  the  water-fide,  but  as  the 
weather  was  wet,  hot  and  unhealthy,  the  men 
were  fo  fatigued,  and  became  fo  weak,  that 
they  could  not  well  work  at  this  employment. 
Numbers  of  the  people  were  for  taking  up  the 
boarded  floor  of  the  church,  to  fearch  for  trea- 
lure  among  the  dead  ;  but  captain  Rogers  abfo- 
lutely  forbad  its  being  done,  becaufe  not  long 
before  their  arrival,  a  peftilential  difeafe  had 
carried  off*  great  numbers  of  people. 

They  found  only  two  of  the  enemy  killed  in 
the  town,  one  of  whom  was  the  Infh  gunner 
abovemenlioned  ;  and  made  one  prifoner,  who 
was  wounded  in  the  head  ;  but  on  enquiry  they 
were  told,  that  fifteen  of  them  were  killed  and 
wounded.  Among  the  Englifh  only  two  were 
wounded. 

On  the  twenty-fourth,  the  Englifh  colours 
were  kept  flying  all  day,  on  the  towers  of  the 
church,  where  captain  Dover  kept  guard,  while 
Rogers  and  Courcney  took  care  to  have  what 
thev  iound  moft  ufeful,  conveyed  to  the  water- 
fide. 

On  this  day  the  governor  of  Puna,  and  ano- 
ther prifoner  were  len:  to  the  enemy,  who  were 
in  the  woods  at  about  a  league's  diftance,  with 
propofals  for  ranfoming  the  town.  They  re- 
turned in  the  evening,  with  an  ambiguous  an- 
fwer,  but  defired  to  be  fent  back  again  the 
next  morning,  in  hopes  to  prevent  the  burning 
of  the  town. 

They  had  intelligence  this  day  that  the  ene- 
my were  coming  down  the  hill ;  on  which  an 
alarm  was  given,  and  part  of  the  men  being  lefc 
with  the  guns,  captain  Rogers  marched  with  the 
reft,  and  met  captain  Courtney  on  the  bridge, 
retiring,  who  reported  that  the  enemy  were  nu- 
merous and  well  armed  at  the  north  end  of  the 
town  ;  but  Rogers  defiring  that  they  mighc 
march  againft  them,  Courtney  confented;  where- 
upon they  went  forward  with  their  whole  force, 
which  did  not  exceed  feventy  men  ;  but  on  their 
advancing,  the  Spaniards  retired  into  the  woods, 
from  whence  they  affailed  them  with  firing  fhots, 
which  the  Englifh  returned  at  random  ;  and 
the  captains  not  agreeing  about  keeping  pof- 
feffion of  that  end  of  the  town,  marched  back, 
taking  fome  of  the  moft  valuable  effects,  which 
they  lent  on  board  the  barks. 

About  ten  o'clock  this  night,  the  boat  which 
had  been  fent  up  the  river,  returned,  having 
been  abfent  about  twenty-four  hours.  They 
had  proceeded  about  feven  leagues,  and  fixteen 
of  the  men  had  landed  at  fix  different  places,  the 
others  taking  care  of  the  boat,  having  a  fwivel 
gun  to  defend  themfelves. 

At  one  place  they  feparated,  and  four  of  the 
men  rambled  fo  far  into  the  woods  in  fearch  of 
wealth,  that  after  wandering  about  three  hours, 
they  could  not  find  their  way  back  to  their  com- 
panions, but  they  met  them  again  afcerwards, 
by  mere  accident,  and  got  to  the  boat.  They 
had,  at  different  places,  fome  fkirmifhes  with 
the  enemy  ;  and,  in   particuler,  chafed    thirty* 
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five  horfemen,  who  were  well  armed,  and  com- 
ing to  affift  the  inhabitants  of  Guiaquil. 

They  found  the  houtes  up  the  river  full  of 
women,  and  at  one  place  there  were  above  a 
dozen  well-drefled,  handibme  young  women, 
from  whom  they  took  feveral  gold  chains,  and 
ear-rings;  but  were  in  other  refpects  fo  civil  to 
them,  that  the  ladies  brought  them  a  cafk  of 
good  liquor,  and  offered  to  drefs  victuals  for 
them. 

Several  of  the  largeft  gold  chains  they  had 
concealed,  by  faftening  them  round  their  mid- 
dles, legs  and  thighs  •,  but  as  in  thofe  hot  coun- 
tries, the  women  go  extremely  thinly  cloathed, 
in  fine  linen  and  filk,  the  men,  by  prefT'ing  on 
theoutfideof  their  cloaths,  felt  the  chains,  and, 
by  means  of  their  linguift,  modeftly  defired 
them  to  take  them  off  with  their  own  hands. 

As  they  returned  down  the  river,  they  called 
at  this  houfe  for  provifions;  and  as  they  had 
been  lb  civil  at  firft,  the  ladies  exprefTed  neither 
furprize  nor  uneafinefs  at  a  lecond  vifit. 

In  their  progrefs,  they  had  feized  a  large 
empty  bark,  but  thought  proper  to  abandon  her. 
They  brought  back  with  them,  in  plate,  ear- 
rings, and  gold  chains,  to  the  value  of  one  thou- 
fand  pounds;  but  they  were  of  opinion,  that 
they  loft  much  more  than  they  got,  for  want  of 
another  boat;  for  while  they  were  upon  the 
fearch,  on  one  fide,  the  bark  logs  and  canoes 
crofted  the  river  in  their  fight,  carrying  many 
perfons  with  their  effects,  out  of  their  reach. 

They  alfo  acquainted  captain  Rogers,  that  in 
the  places  where  they  had  been  above  the  town, 
they  had  feen  more  than  three  hundred  armed 
horfe  and  foot,  in  feveral  parties,  fo  that  they 
apprehended  the  defign  of  the  enemy,  in  pre 
tending  to  ranfome,  was  to  gain  time  till  they 
were  able  to  attack  them  with  great  fuperiority 
of  numbers. 

Hereupon  the  En  glim,  for  fear  of  a  furprize, 
agreed  to  affemble  in  a  body  at  every  alarm, 
which,  on  the  fight  of  any  large  parties,  was 
beat  feveral  times  in  a  day. 

Three  drums,  feveral  iwords  and  lances,  and 
a  quantity  of  arms,  five  jars  of  powder,  toge- 
ther with  fome  matches  and  (hot,  were  found 
in  the  church,  where  captain  Rogers  alfo  found 
the  corregidor's  gold-headed  cane,  and  another 
with  a  filver  head;  for  among  the  Spaniards, 
none  carry  a  cane  but  the  chief  officers,  and  no 
perfon  muft  ufc  one  with  a  filver,  and  gold  head, 
who  is  under  the  degree  of  a  captain. 

About  one  in  the  afternoon  of  the  twenty- 
fifth  of  April,  the  prifbners  returned  with  an 
offer  of  thirty  thousand  pieces  of  eight,  as  -a 
ranfome  for  the  town,  (hips,  and  barks,  to  be 
paid  within  the  fpace  of  twelve  days  ;  which  the 
captains  did  not  approve,  nor  would  they  have 
Waited  fo  long  for  a  much  larger  fum,  as  they 
had  received  undoubted  intelligence,  that  the 
Spaniards  had  fent  an  exprefs  to  Lima,  to  haften 
the  fuccours  expected  from  thence.  The  cap- 
tains therefore  agreed  upon  fending  this  final 
anfwer;  that  the  town  fhould  be  let  on  fire  by 
three  o'clock  the  next  afternoon,  if  fufficient 
hoftages  were  not  immediately  delivered  for  the 
payment  of  thirty  thoufand  pieces  of  eight  with- 


in fix  days  ;  and  that  in  the  interim,  a  cefiatioh 
of  arms  fhould  be  granted. 

This  day  the  enemy  appeared  thick  in  the 
woods;  and  in  the  afternoon,  an  officer  and 
nine  men  were  engaged  at  the  north  end  of  the 
town,  with  a  party  of  Spaniards,  whom  they 
drove  into  the  woods  ;  but  following  them  too 
far,  they  were  attacked  by  others,  when  one  of 
the  Englifhmen  was  fhot  through  the  calf  of 
his  leg;  and  another,  who  was  endeavouring  to 
re-charge  his  piece,  received  a  fhot  upon  the 
middle  of  the  pole-ax  that  hung  by  his  fide, 
which  made  an  impreffion  upon  the  iron,  and 
bruifed  the  flelh  direftly  under  it,  but  did  him 
ho  material  injury.  The  perfon  who  was 
fhot  in  the  leg,  living  irregularly,  and  drink- 
ing hard,  fell  into  a  fever,  which  coft  him  his 
life. 

Captain  Courtney's  chief  lieutenant,  having 
his  piftols  hanging  at  his  fide,  one  of  them  went 
off  againft  the  outfide  of  the  calf  of  his  leg,  and 
left  the  bullet  in  the  flefh.  Thefe  accidents, 
added  to  the  increafing  boldnefs  of  the  enemy, 
determined  captain  Courtney  to  join  his  ftrength 
to  that  of  captain  Rogers. 

They  laid  this  night  in  the  churchy  keeping 
centinels  round  it,  within  a  mufket  of  fhot  each 
other,  with  a  charge  to  challenge  each  other 
every  quarter  of  an  hour;  and  every  man  to 
keep  his  arms  and  ammunition  in  the  moft  ex- 
act order,  and  be  ready  to  rife  at  the  lead 
alarm. 

A  Frenchman  belonging  to  captain  Roger's 
company,  who,  with  fome  others,  had  been 
fent  to  ftrengthen  captain  Courtney's  quarters^ 
Handing  centry  in  the  night,  fhot  one  of  the 
failors  dead.  This  accident  was  occafioned  by 
a  ftnet  order  that  had  been  given  to  (hoot  every 
perfon  in  the  night,  who  did  not  anfwer  on  be- 
ing challenged,  which  as  the  challenge  was  gi- 
ven  in  French,  the  Englifh  failor  was  not  able 
to  do. 

At  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the 
twenty-fixth,  the  prifbners  returned  from  the 
enemy  with  two  horfemen,  who  informed  them, 
that  their  laft  propofal  was  agreed  to ;  and  that 
the  governor  of  Puna  who  had  been  very  in- 
ftrumental  in  bringing  the  affair  to  aconclufion, 
together  with  an  old  gentleman  on  board  one  of 
the  barks,  were  to  remain  as  hoftages  for  the 
performance  of"  it  :  but  the  meffengers  faid^ 
that  if  thefe  gentlemen  Were  not  thought  fuffi- 
cient fecurity,  they  themfelves  were  willing  to 
remain  prifbners;  which  was  not  infilled  upon, 
but  they  were  permitted  to  return  to  the  camp, 
to  bring  back  the  agreement  figned,  which  ran 
in  the  following  terms. 

Contract    for    the    ranfome  of   the    town   of 
Guiaquil. 

Whereas  the  city  of  Guiaquil,  lately  in  fub- 
jettion  to  Philip  V.  King  of  Spain,  is  now  ta- 
ken by  ftorm,  and  in  the  pofTeffion  of  the  cap- 
tains Thomas  Dover,  Woodes  Rogers,  and 
Stephen  Courtney,  commanding  a  body  of  her 
Majefty  of  Great  Britain's  fubjects  ;  we  the  un» 
der  written  are  content  to  become  hoftages  for 
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the  faiJ  city,  and  to  continue  in  the  cuftody  of 
the  laid  captains,  Thomas  Dover,  Woodes  Ro- 
gers, and  Stephen  Courtney,  till  thirty  thou- 
land  pieces  of  eight  fhould  be  paid  to  them,  for 
the  ranfom  of  the  faid  city,  two  new  fhips,  and 
fix  barks-,  during  which  time  no  hoftility  is  to 
be  committed  on  either  fide,  between  this  and 
Puna;  the  faid  fum  to  be  paid  at  Puna,  within 
fix  days  from  the  date  hereof-,  and  then  the 
hoflages  to  be  difcharged,  and  all  the  prifoners, 
to  be  delivered  immediately  :  otherwife  the  faid 
hoftages  do  agree  to  remain  prifoners,  till  the 
faid  lum  is  difcharged  in  any  other  part  of  the 
world. 

In  witnefs  whereof,  we  have  voluntary  fet 
our  hands,  this  twenty-feventh  day  of 
April,  old  ftile,  and  the  feventh  of 
May,  new  ftile,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
1709. 

The  two  hcftages  lay  this  night  at  the  Eng- 
lifh  quarters,  and  the  next  morning  were  put  on 
board  one  of  the  fhips,  while  the  Englifh  re- 
tired from  the  city  with  drums  beating  and  co- 
lours flying,  leaving  the  Spaniards  at  full  liber- 
ty to  return  to  their  houfes. 

Captain  Rogers,  who  with  a  few  men  brought 
up  the. rear,  picked  up  many  cutlafies,  pole-axes 
and  piftols,  which  the  men,  who  were  grown 
quite  weary  of  a  military  life,  dropped  through 
lazinefs  as  they  marched.  Their  greateft  diffi- 
culty was  in  getting  the  guns  down  to  the  wa- 
ter fide,  the  grourTd  being  foft,  that  the  men 
who  helped  to  carry  them  funk  in  to  the  depth 
of  half  a  leg. 

To  remedy  as  much  as  poffible  this  incon- 
venience, they  contrived  a  frame  of  bambo 
canes,  under  which  fix  men  could  ftand  and 
bear  an  equal  weight  on  the  fhoulders.  Tho' 
they  were  large  four  pounders,  the  gun  and 
frame  not  exceeding  fifteen  hundred  weight,  yet 
they  would  not  have  been  able  to  have  performed 
their  work  if  the  prifoners  had  not  aflifted 
them. 

As  captain  Rogers  was  marching  out  of  the 
town,  he  miffed  one  John  Gabriel,  a  Dutch- 
man, whom  he  apprehended  was  either  killed 
or  made  prifbner:  but  the  fellow  had  taken  up 
his  quarters  in  a  certain  houfe  where  there  was 
fome  excellent  brandy  -,  of  which  he  drank  fo 
freely,  that,  at  laft,  it  laid  him  on  the  floor,  and 
in  this  condition  he  was  when  captain  Rogers 
and  his  men  left  the  town. 

A  little  while  afterwards  the  mafter  of  the 
houfe  returned, and  found  the  Dutchman  ftretch- 
ed  at  his  full  length,  and  fo  drunk  that  it  was 


difficult  to  diftinguifh  whether  he  was  dead  or 
afleep  •,  the  Spaniard,  however,  determined 
to  make  the  experiment:  but  firft  of  all  called 
in  his  neighbours,  who  advifed  him  to  fecure 
the  Dutchman's  arms,  which  being  done  with- 
out any  difficulty,  they  then  raifed  him  up  and 
fet  him  on  his  feet,  when,  after  a  little  totter- 
ing, he  opened  his  eyes,  and  began  to  flare 
about  him,  not  being  very  well  fatisfied  to  find 
himfclf  awake  in  fuch  company. 

His  landlord  however  foon  fet  his  heart  at  reft, 
by  restoring  him  his  arms,  and  advifing  him  to 
make  all  the  hafte  he  could  to  join  his  com- 
panions, who  were  not  yet  embarked.  There 
needed  not  much  intreaty  to  fet  the  Dutchman 
forward  i  he  moved  with  all  imaginable  alacrity, 
and  foon  got  fafe  on  board.  Captain  Rogers 
informs  us  that  this  was  the  only  man,  who 
had  drank  to  an  extraordinary  degree,  fince 
their  firft  entering  the  town. 

The  plunder  which  they  took,  exclufive  of 
the  ranfom  which  they  received  for  the  town, 
was  very  confiderable ;  being  about  two  hun- 
dred and  thirty  bags  of  flour,  bear,s,  peafe  and 
rice  •,  fifteen  jars  of  oil ;  one  hundred  and  fixty 
jars  of  other  liquors ;  fome  cordage,  iron  ware 
and  fmall  nails;  about  four  half  jars  of  pow- 
der, about  a  ton  of  pitch  and  tar,  a  parcel 
of  cloathing  and  necefiaries  ;  about  twelve  hun- 
dred pounds  in  plate,  ear-rings,  &c  ;  one 
hundred  and  fifty  bales  of  dry  goods-,  four 
guns ;  about  two  hundred  ordinary  Spanifh 
arms  and  mufket  barrels  ;  a  few  packs  of  in- 
dico,  cocoa  and  anatto,  with  about  a  ton  of  loaf 
fugar. 

They  left  abundance  of  goods  in  the  town, 
befides  liquors  of  moft  forts,  and  fea  ftores, 
with  feveral  warehoufes  full  of  cocoa  ;  feveral 
fhips  on  the  flocks,  and  two  new  fhips  unrigged, 
lying  at  anchor. 

The  hoftages  informed  them,  that  during  the 
treaty,  eighty-thoufand  pieces  of  eight  of  the 
king's  money  were  fent  out  of  the  town,  be- 
fides their  plate,  jewels,  and  other  things  of  the 
greateft  value;  from  which  it  appears,  that  if 
they  had  landed  at  firft,  and  allowed  the  enemy 
no  time,  they  had  been  much  greater  gainers 
than  they  were;  and,  in  that  cafe,  they  were 
well  affured  that  they  might  have  made  to 
the  value  of  two  hundred  thoufand  pieces  of 
eight  in  money,  plate,  and  jewels ;  and  yet  the 
place  was  then  poorer  than  it  had  been  for  forty 
years  paft,  having  been  almoft  burnt  down 
about  a  year  and  a  half  before,  which  had  oc- 
cafioned  a  very  great  expence  in  the  rebuilding 
it. 
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Description    of  Guiaquil  and  parts  adjacent;  they  leave  Gidaquil ;  account  of  the  Jicknefs  of 
fome  of  the  men  ;   th-y  arrive  at  Gorgona ;  proceedings  at  Gorgona,  and  a  defcription  of  that 
Ifland ;    they  fail  to  the   bay   of   Tecames,  and  trade    with   the  inhabitants ;     defcription 
of  the  village  of  Tecatnes ;   they  make  the  Gallapagos  Jfands ;  defcription  of  the  //lands  of 
T'res  Marias. 


GUIAQUIL,  the  metropolis  of  a  province 
of  that  name  in  Pern,  is  in  length,  about 
a  mile  and  a  half,  and  divided  into  two 
parts,  called  the  Old  and  New  Town,  which 
are  joined  by  a  bridge,  about  half  a  mile  long, 
for  the  ufe  only  of  foot  paffengers.  On  each  fide 
of  the  bridge  are  fome  houfes  at  a  diftance,  and 
the  number  of  houfes  in  both  towns,  amount  to 
above  five  hundred  •,  and  the  inhabitants  are 
about  two  thouiand. 

It  is  fituated  in  a  low  boggy  ground,  which 
renders  it  exceffively  dirty  in  winter.  There  is 
but  one  regular  ftreet  along  the  river  fide  to  the 
bridge,  and  from  thence  along  the  Old  Town. 
There  are  four  churches,  St.  Jago,  St.  Francis, 
St.  Auguftine,  and  St.  Dominic. 

There  is  a  handfome  parade  before  the  church 
of  St.  Jago,  and  another  before  that  of  Domi- 
nic, with  a  half  moon,  upon  which  they  for- 
merly planted  guns,  but  there  was  none  mount- 
ed when  the  Englifh  took  it.  There  is  alfo  a 
chapel,  which,  as  well  as  the  churches,  is  adorn- 
ed with  altars,  carved  work  and  pictures.  There 
was  a  good  organ  in  the  church  of  St.  Auguftine, 
but  the  priefts  had  carried  off  all  the  plate  into 
the  woods. 

Some  of  the  houles  were  lofty  brick  build- 
ings, but  moft  of  them  were  of  timber  or  bam- 
boes  fplit,  and  many  of  them  were  decently  fur- 
nifhed.  In  the  merchants  ftorehoufes  there  were 
great  quantities  of  meal,  brandy,  fugar,  cloath- 
ing,  cordage  and  iron.  Some  of  the  inhabitants 
had  calafhes,which  captain  Cooke  obferves  could 
be  but  of  little  ufe,  unlefs  to  carry  them  a  ftone's 
throw  to  church,  for  the  ground  is  fo  boggy,  ef- 
pecially  in  winter,  that  no  road  could  be  made 
for  them.  This  morals  ground  was  full  of  large 
toads,  fome  or  them  as  big  as  an  Englifh  two- 
penny  loaf. 

The  town  is  governed  by  a  corregidor,  who 
is  the  chief  magiftrate,.  and  appointed  by  the 
king.  It  is  well  fituated  for  trade  and  fhip- 
buikling,  lying  feven  leagues  from  Puna  and 
fourteen  from  Punta  Arena,  upon  a  large  river 
which  receives  many  fmall  ones  that  fall  into  it ; 
this  river  has  many  villages  and  farm  houfes  on 
its  banks,  on  which  grow  abundance  of  man- 
groves and  farfaparilla,  which  impregnating 
with  its  waters,  are  faid  to  render  them  effica- 
cious againft  the  French  difeafe  •,  but  when  the 
floods  came  down  from  the  mountains,  the  wa- 
ter is  reckoned  unwholfome,  on  account  of  its 
bringing  down  with  it  feveral  poifonous  plants 
and  fruits,  among  which  is  the  machanilla,  a 
kind  of  poifonous  apple,  which  kills  all  birds 
that  tafte  of  it  ;  and  the  Englifti,  while  they 
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were  there,  faw  hundreds  of  them  dead  upori 
the  water. 

They    have   plenty   of  oxen,    goats,  fheep$ 

poultry,  Mufcovy  ducks,  feveral  kinds  of  fowls 

unknown   in   Europe,     and    great    numbers   of 

horl'es.     Carrion  crows  abound  here,  which  the 

inhabitants  will  not  fuffer  to  be  killed,  but  pre- 

ferve   them  to   deltroy  the   carrion.     The  fliips 

are  built  under  iheds  to   fhelter  the  men  from 

the  fun  ;  and,  at  low  water,  the  river  is  frefli  al- 

moft  as  far  as  Puna.      An  Englifhman  who  had 

lived  at  Guiaquil  for  fome  time,  acquainted  the 

captain    that  in    the    month    of  December  pre- 

ceeding  they   had   three  weeks  rejoicing  for  the 

birth  of  the  prince  of  Altunas,  when  they  muf- 

tered  eleven  hundred   foot,    and  five   hundred 

horle  in  arms,  tefides  a  much  greater  number 

unarmed,  but  moft  of  thole  troops  came  from 

the    country.     During  this    folemnity  they  had 

two  hundred  bulls  baited   to  death,  after  the 

Spanifh  manner,  and  run  at  the  ring  withfpears, 

which  are  their  principal  diverfions. 

Captain  Rogers  took  his  leave  of  the  barks  a 
mile  below  the  town,  with  J:he  pinnace  double 
manned,  defigning  to  get  before  them  to  the 
fhips  at  Punta  Arena.  The  day  proved  excef- 
five  hot,  and  they  faw  many  alligators  in  the  ri- 
ver. On  the  following  day,  which  was  the  28th 
of  April,  captain  Rogers  reached  Puna,  where 
he  met  Mr.  Duck,  and  Mr.  Hatley,  in  the  Be- 
ginning, with  an  empty  bark  they  had  taken  ; 
the  Spaniards,  having  gone  afhore  and  left  her 
at  anchor  off  Punta  Arena. 

The  people  who  had  been  left  behind  were 
much  concerned  at  the  delay  of  their  compani- 
ons, and  the  fcarcity  of  water  was  fo  great  that 
for  fome  time  paft  the  prifoners  had  been  allow- 
ed but  a  pint  a  day.  They  had  alfo  been  obliged 
to  fink  a  fmall  prize  which  they  had  taken,  to 
prevent  the  prifoners  running  away  with  her,  as 
they  could  not  fpare  hands  fufficient  for  manning 
her. 

Captain  Rogers  got  on  board  by  day-light, 
and  found  his  people  heartily  rejoiced  at  his 
return,  after  an  abience  of  twelve  days,  on  an 
expedition,  fubjecl-  to  fo  many  dangers  and 
diificulties,  all  which  he  had  happily  furmounted.' 
The  lieutenants  Cooke  and  Fry  had,  during  this 
time,  been  under  great  uneafinefs  on  account  of 
the  prifoners,  to  whom  they  allowed  their  liber- 
ty in  the  day  time,  but  at  night  they  were  fruit 
up  in  the  forec.iftle  or  between  the  decks  ;  but 
on  board  the  prize,  which  was  not  fo  fecure, 
they  put  them  in  irons  every  evening,  and  fet 
them  free  in  the  morning ;  but  they  never  al- 
lowed any  correspondence  between  the  prifoners 
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in  the  feveral  {hips,  by  which  means  they  were 
ignorant  of  their  own  ftrength,  and  the  weaknefs 
of  their  mailers. 

On  the  twentieth  of  the  month  died  Roger 
Booth,  one  of  the  Dutchefs's  men,  who  had 
been  ihot  through  the  windpipe,  and  on  the 
twenty-fourth  died  William  Eflex,  a  flout  failor; 
fo  that  out  of  both  mips  only  four  men  were  loft 
in  this  expedition. 

Mr.  Stratton,  a  quarter-mafler,  aboard  the 
Dutchefs,  who  had  been  wounded  in  the  thigh, 
was  now  out  of  danger.  Wounds  are  more  fre- 
quently attended  with  fevers,  and  are  therefore 
more  dangerous  in  that  part  of  the  world,  than 
they  are  in  colder  climates. 

A  veflfel  coming  in  fight  about  three  in  the 
afternoon  of  the  twenty-ninth  of  April,  captain 
Cooke  defpatched  the  Havre  de  Grace's  boat, 
well  manned,  in  puriuit  for  her,  and  fhe  im- 
mediately iurrendered.  She  proved  to  be  a  bark 
of  thirty  tons  burden,  laden  with  beans,  peafe, 
quinces,  marmalade,  plumbs,  apples,  oranges, 
pomegranates,  Guiaquil  fheep,  two  hundred  and 
feventy  facks  of  flour,  two  hundred  fugar  loaves, 
and  fome  dried  beef. 

She  had  fix  men  on  board,  betides  the  mafler  ; 
they  had  been  out  feven  days  from  Pulania, 
where  they  had  left  fome  flout  French  fhips,  and 
orders  had  been  lately  received  from  Lima,  di- 
recting them  to  keep  a  good  look  out,  as  an  En- 
glifh  fquadron  was  loon  expected  in  thofe  leas, 
but  that  it  was  not  known  againfl  what  particular 
place  they  were  bound. 

From  this  intelligence  it  was  evident  that  the 
arrival  of  the  conibrt-fhips  was  not  generally 
known. 

They  waited  with  impatience  from  this  time 
to  the  lecond  of  May,  in  expectation  of  the  ran- 
fom  for  .the  town  of  Guiaquil,  and  they  now  be 
gan  to  think  that  the  corregidor  meant  to  dilap- 
point  them,  and  put  them  off  till  forces  fhould 
arrive  from  Lima  ;  and  the  hoflages  expected 
no  better  fate  than  to  be  carried  prilbners  to 
England  •,  but  they  were  in  fome  degree  reliev- 
ed from  thtie  uneafy  reflections,  by  the  arrival 
of  a  boat  in  the  evening,  with  twenty-two  thou- 
fand  pieces  of  eight,  in  part  of  payment ;  where- 
upon many  of  the  priibners  were  put  on  fliore, 
and  a  meflage  to  the  corregidor  lent  back  by  the 
lame  boat,  informing  him  that  they  intended 
to  fail  the  following  day,  and  would  carry  the 
hoflages  away  with  them,  if  the  remainder  of 
the  money  was  not  lent  before  their  depar- 
ture. 

In  a  fhort  time  after  this,  captain  Courtney 
took  charge  of  the  Havre  de  Grace,  and  fell 
down  with  her  to  Punta  Arena,  to  which  place 
captain  Rogers  agreed  to  follow  him  the  next 
morning,  waiting  only  to  take  on  board  fome 
hogs,  fheep,  black  cattle-,  plantains,  cocoas,  wa- 
ter, lails,  and  other  neceflary  matters,  which 
were  fall  on  fhore.  Before  his  departure  he  put 
on  fliore  the  governor  of  Puna,  who  was  one  of 
the  hoflages,  making  him  a  preient  of  a  bale  of 
damaged  goods,  and  four  lick  negroes  :  he  alio 
gave  an  old  prieft  his  liberty. 

A  boat  came  on  the  next  day,  with  three 
thoufand  dollars  more,    and  the  perfons  who 


brought  it  declared  that  the  remainder,  and  alfo 
twelve  hundred  dollars  to  trade  for  goods  fhould 
foon  come  •,  but  captain  Courtney  being  of  o- 
pinion  that  this  was  only  a  pretence  for  detain- 
ing them  till  a  fquadron  cf  fhips  could  be  fitted 
out  againfl  them  at  Lima,  infilled  that  they 
fhould  immediately  hoifl  fail  and  quit  this  fta- 
tion,  in  which  he  was  feconded  by  a  majority  of 
the  officers  ;  whereupon  they  refolved  to  make 
all  poflible  difpatch  :  but  the  Beginning  being 
fmall  and  of  no  farther  ufe,  they  fold  her  to  the 
Spaniards  for  about  the  value  of  fifty  pounds 
llerling,  which  was  paid  in  gold  chains,  pearls, 
&c.  and  they  put  the  prilbners  aboard  her  ;  but 
kept  the  pilots,  togtther  with  a  perfon  who  could 
lpeak  Enghfh,  the  prefident  of  Panama's  ion, 
and  three  remaining  hoflages. 

They  now  bore  away  for  the  Gallapagos 
iflands,  with  a  flrong  gale  at  foutri  fouth-weft. 
On  the  eleventh  of  May,  upwards  of  twen;y 
men  on  board  the  Duke,  and  near  fifty  on  board 
the  Dutchefs,  were  feized  with  a  malignant  fe- 
ver, which  they  had  contracted  at  Guiaquil, 
re,  not  long  before  they  took  the  place,  a 
contagious  difeafe  had  carried  eff  ten  or  twelve 
perions  every  day  for  a  confi  er.-.ble  time  -,  fo 
that  the  vaults  under  their  churches,  which  are 
their  ufual  burying  places,  were  filled  fo  i 
that  they  were  obliged  to  dig  a  large  and  deep 
hole,  cloie  to  the  great  church,  where  they  kept 
guard,  and  this  hole  being  ahnoft  filled  with  the 
bodies  half  putrified,  the  Englifh  were  furround- 
ed  with  inch  a  corrupted  air,  as  to  lay  the 
foundation  of  thofe  diforders  which  now^ap- 
peared. 

They  discovered  land  on  the  feventeenth,  and 
by  day-break  the  next  morning  were  within  four 
leagues  of  two  large  iflands,  which  almofl 
joined  rogerher.     Having  rti  ed  where  to 

mec  ,,_-  of  feparation,  they  now  lent  their 

boat  afhore  two  different  times  in  (catch  of  wa- 
ter, but  fhe  returned  with  a  melancholy  account 
that  none  was  to  be  found,  and  that  the  ifland 
was  nothing  but  loofe  earth,  very  rotten  and 
heavy,  which  broke  like  cinders  under  their  feet, 
and  that  the  ground  was  k  parched  that  it  would 
not  bear  the  weight  of  aman,which  induced  cap- 
tain Rogers  to  believe  that  it  had  been  avolcano, 
though,  he  fays,  then:  was  fome  greens  and  much 
fhrubby  wood  upon  it. 

The  Dutchefs  having  caught  a  confiderable 
quantity  of  turtle  and  other  filh,  diftributed  it 
on  the  twenty-firil,  among  the  lick  of  both  (hips, 
which,  as  their  proviiions  were  nearly  exhaufted, 
was  of  the  utmofl  fervice  to  them  ;  but  their 
prefent  unhappinefs  was  not  a  little  increafed,  by 
finding  their  medicines  began  to  run  fhorc,  while 
the  lick  people  dropped  off  apace  ;  but  it  was 
dbferved  that  none  died,  except  thofe  who  were 
afhore  at(Guiaquil. 

On  the  twenty-fecond,  Mr.  Hatley  with  five 
men  on  board  one  of   the   prize  ba  ing 

water  on  board  for  only  two  days,  together  with 
a  galleon,  which  was  another  of  the  prise  fhips, 
were  milling  :  nor  was  there  any  fi'gn  of  their 
returning,  though  lights  were  kept  at  the  top- 
mall-head  of  the  Duke  and  Dutchefs  all  night, 
and  guns  continually  tired  ;  whereupon  captain 
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Rogers  with  th:  Duke,  the  Havre  de  Grace  and 
the  bark,  went  in  fearch  of  them,  and  came  up 
with  the  galleon  in  a  few  hours,  near  the  ealter- 
jnoft  ifland;  bu:  coold  obtain  no  intelligence 
of  Hatley,  whom  they  be;  an  to  give  up  for 
loir. 

It  was  agreed  in  a  council  of  officers  on  the 

twenty-fixth,  to  Handover  to  the  main  in  fearch 

of  water,   which  they  could  not  find   on  any  of 

the  illands  •,  and  on  the  fixth  of  June,  a  difcourfe 

was  overheard  by  one. of  the  iailor:  ,  between  the 

Indian    and   black   prifoners,   who  propofed   to 

murder  all  the  Englifh   failors,   and    run   away 

with  the   fliip  :   but  on   being  charged  with  it, 

•    denied    their   having   defigned    any   fuch 

thing  ;  but  acknowledged  they  had  feme  ccn- 

iation  of  that  kind,  in  which,  however,  they 

had  no    ferious  intentions  •,   but  to   prevent  any 

evil  confequences  that  might  arife  from   t! 

ca     Is,  captain  Rogers  divided  them  among  the 

er  fhips. 

On  this  day  the  Dutchefs,  after  a  (hart  chace, 
took  a  velfel  of  ninety  tons  burden,  named  the 
St.  la  Nova,  Juan   Navarro  Na- 

varet  c  jmmander,  bounded  from  Panama  toGuia- 
quil  -,  there  were  on  board  her  about  forty  paf- 
iengers  among  whom  w?s  Don  Juan  Cardolh, 
who  was  going  to  take  upon  him  the  command 
of  Baldivia,  of  which  place  he  had  been  appoint- 
ed governor. 

On  the  lcvenih  of  June,  they  anchored  about 
a  cable's  length  from  the  more,  on  the  eaft  fide 
of  the  ifland  of  Gorgona,  and  on  the  eighth,  the 
boat-  of  the  Duke  and  Dutchefs  feizc-d  a  bark  of 
fifteen  tons  burden,  called  the  Golden  Sun, 
AntfVos  Enriquis,  mailer,  with  ten  Spaniards 
and  Indians  on  board,  together  with  a  few  ne- 
groes. She  had  no  cargo  except  a  lmall  quan- 
tity of  gold  dull,  and  a  large  gold  chain,  with 
which  they  were  going  to  Guiaqui!,  to  purchafe 
fait  and  bran 

On  the  ninth!  in  the  evening  a  council  of  all 
the  officers,  except  captain  -  s,  wh    was  in- 

difpofed,  was  held  on  board  the  Dutchefs  where- 
in, after  i  id  been  examined,  it  \\ ..:,; 
rtfolved,  from  the   accounts    tie/   gave  of   its 
fituation  and  advantages,  to  fleer  for  the  ifland 
laga,  «  here  they  defigned   to  leave   their 
,  m  a  lafe  road,  and  then  row  up  the  river  in 
their  boats,  till  they  could  furprize  fome  canoes, 
it    more    effectually    ftem 
the              I  the  river  ;   and  in  thefe  canoes  they 
were  to  proceed  to    the  golden  mines  of  Barba- 
core  or  St.  Juan,  where  they  expected   to  find  a 
confiderable    booty,    as  the    Spaniards   in  that 
nei    .      urhood  had  no  kind  of  intelligence  that 
an  enemy  was  fj  near. 

As  captain  Rogers  had  previoufly  agreed  to 
yield  his  aflent  to  whatever  they  fhould  deter- 
mine, they  hoifted  fail  for  Malaga  about  twelve 
o'clock  the  fame  night  ;  but  when  Rogers  came 
to  hear  the  refuk  of  their  deliberations,  he  de- 
termined  to  difcourfe  with  Mr.  Morell,  and 
fome  other  of  the  prifoners,  of  whole  know- 
ledge "refpecting  the  place  of  their  dellination, 
he  was  wed  allured  ;  and  thefe  informed  him 
that  whoever  acivilcd  the  council  to  thofe  mea- 
fures  which  they  now  intended  to  purfiie,  either 


defigned  to  betray  them  to  ruin,  or  were  totally 
unacquainted  with  the  affair  •,  for  the  ifland  of 
Malaga,  was  not  only  unfrequented  and  barren, 
but  the  r      I  extremely   narrow  and  full  of 

fhoals  :  that  if  the  fliips  got  over,  which  could 
only  be  effected  at  fpring  tides,  there  was  the  ut- 
moti  danger  of  their  being  run  afhore. 

They  like  wife  afilired  him  that  the  banks  of 
the  river  all  the  way  up  to  St.  Juan,  were  well 
inhabited,  by  a  race  of  people  flrongly  attached 
Spaniards,  who  would  take  all  poflible. 
methods,  to  annoy  an  enemy,  particularly  by 
their  poifoned  arrows  from  the  covert  of  the 
woods  ;  and  that  the  channel  was  lb  narrow,  that 
by  felling  trees  acrofs  it,  they  might  effectually 
prevent  the  retreat  of  the  invaders,  and  cut  them 
all  to  pieces. 

Captain  Rogers,  was  fo  flrongly  aft'tcled  with 
this  i  i,  and  faw  the  danger  to  which 

they  .  ..:  ut  to  expofe  themielves,  in  fo 
clear  a  light,  that  he  immediately  lent  for  the 
captains  Courtney  and  Cooke,  and  acquaint- 
ing them  with  what  he  had  heard,  they  imme- 
diately changed  their  courfe,  in  order  to  return 
to  Gorgona,  where  they  determined  to  careen, 
and  fit  up  the  Ha\  rede  Giace,  as  a  twenty  gun 
fhip,  to  be  commanded  by  captain  Cooke,  and 
manned  out  of  the  Duke  and  Dutchefs,  to  act 
as  a  third  confort. 

They  came  to  an  anchor  on  the  thirteenth  of 
June,  near  the  fhore  of  Gorgona,  in  forty  fa- 
thoms water,  and  having  held  a  committee,  the 
Dutchefs  was  appointed  to  careen,  and  the  Duke 
to  lie  on  guard,  left  they  fhould  be  furprized  by 
an  enemy. 

The  Duke  was  careened  as  foon  as  fire  was 
turned  out,  fo  that  in  about  a  fortnight  they 
were  again  in  prime  order  for  failing,  to  the  great 
aftonifhment  of  the  Spaniards,  who  declared 
that  careening  one  of  the  King's  fliips,  at  Lima, 
ufually  took  up  fix  weeks,  though  they  had  all 
kinds  of  neceflaries,  and  artificers  ready  to  give 
their  afliftance. 

On  the  twenty-ninth,  they  fet  up  tents  on 
inure  for  the  fick,  who  were  even  by  this  time 
much  better  than  when  they  came  to  the  ifland, 
notwithstanding  the  Spaniards  reprefented  it  as 
a  very  fickly  and  vnwholfome  place  ;  but  the 
bare  lying  aihore,  and  having  the  opportunity 
of  walking  about,  had  fo  good  an  efteel,  that 
while  the  men  in  health  were  employed  in  fitting 
out  the  fhips  for  the  fea,  the  fick  men  gathered 
flrength  enough  to  return  to  their  duty. 

The  Spaniih  prifoners  went  into  the  woods 
with  them,  fhewed  them  what  timber  was  pro- 
per to  be  cut,  and  gave  them  every  other  aflift- 
ance in  their  power. 

They  now  not  only  erected  coopers  and  ar- 
mourers tents,  but  laid  out  ground  for  a  rope- 
y.od,  erecled  a  tent  for  a  fmrth,  another  for  a 
block-maker,  and  a  third  for  a  fail-mailer,  and 
each  had  his  crew  to  act  under  him  for  the  bet- 
ter difpatch  of  bufineis. 

It  is  not  to  be  imagined  that  thefe  people  were 
all  excellent  in  their  feveral  profeffions  ;  but 
they  made  a  fhift  to  carry  on  things  very  well, 
necefllty  and  practice  having  taught  them  many 
refources,  which  the  ableft  man  in  their  feveral 

branches 
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branches  of  bufinefs,  would  never  have  thought 
of  •,  or  perhaps  have  fuppofed  practicable,  had 
he  been  told  of  them  by  others. 

Thus  they  fetded  a  manufactory  on  the  little 
iQand  of  Gorgona,  and  as  every  officer  had  his 
charge,  and  overlooked  a  particular  fort  of  ar- 
tizans,  they  had  fufficient  bufinefs  on  their 
hands,  and  were  very  agreeably  employed. 

The  bufinefs  which  chiefly  engaged  them 
from  the  twenty-ninth  of  June,  to  the  ninth  of 
July,  was  the  fitting  out  the  Havre  de  Grace, 
which  being  compleatly  finifhed,  they  gave  her 
the  name  of  the  Marquis  •,  and  a  good  enter- 
tainment being  provided,  they  faluted  each  of 
the  other  fhips  with  three  Huzzas  from  on  board 
her,  diftributed  liquor  among  the  company, 
drank  the  healths  of  her  Majefty  and  their 
owners,  and  to  their  own  fuccefs  in  conjunc- 
tion. 

They  foon  after  fent  on  board  her  two  of  the 
main  deck  guns  from  the  Duke,  and  two  from 
the  Dutcheis,  which,  with  four  taken  at  Guia- 
quil,  and  twelve  that  were  in  the  fhip,  made 
twenty  very  good  ones,  the  carriages  all  new,  or 
fo  well  repaired  that  they  were  as  ftrong  and 
good  as  if  mounted  in  England.  Her  compli- 
ment of  men,  was  fixty  one7  befides  twenty  ne- 
groes, and  the  captain,  officers  and  men,  were 
allowed  the  fame  wages  as  thole  in  the  other 
fhips. 

The  next  thing  of  importance  appeared  to  be 
the  getting  rid  of  the  prifoners,  who  began  to 
be  a  great  burden  upon  them,  and  were  of  no 
ufe  at  all  ■,  therefore  in  a  committee  held  on 
the  ninth  it  was  agreed  that  Captain  Dover,  Mr. 
Fry  and  Mr.  Stratton,  with  forty-five  brave 
tailors  under  their  command,  fhould  have  the 
care  of  tranfporting  them  to  the  continent, 
which  was  immediately  put  in  practice.  The 
two  Morells,  Don  Antonio,  and  Don  Juan 
Cardofa,  were  difmified  among  the  reft,  and  at 
their  departure  appeared  to  be  highly  fatisfied 
with  the  treatment  they  had  met  with  •.  and  the 
latter,  in  particular,  was  very  ready  to  acknow- 
ledge this,  as  he  had  been  once  very  ill  ufed  by 
a  Jamaica  privateer,  which  he  had  fallen  in  with 
not  far  from  Porto  Bello. 

The  reader  may  remember  that  this  gentle- 
man, when  he  was  taken,  was  bound  to  Baldi- 
via,  of  which  place  he  was  governor.  He  was  a 
genteel  lively  man  of  about  thirty-five  years  old, 
and  had  been  a  colonel  in  the  fervice  of  Spain. 
The  brothers,  Morell,  promifed,  that  if  the  fhips 
would  wait  for  them  they  would  return  in  a  day 
or  two,  with  as  much  money  as  they  could  raife, 
to  purchafe  fome  of  the  prize-goods  which  re- 
mained on  hand  ;  which  otherwife,  as  they  were 
only  valuable  on  that  coaft,  the  captains  declared 
they  would  burn,  together  with  the  galleon  in 
which  they  were  contained,  as  they  had  ample 
room  on  board  the  confort  fhips  for  all  neceffary 
commodities. 

The  vefTcls  which  had  been  employed  in 
landing  the  prifoners,  took  a  fmall  village,  where 
they  made  prize  of  fourteen  hogs,  a  few  goats, 
and  icven  horned  cattle,  with  which  they  re- 
turned to  the  fhips. 

On  themorning  of  the  feventeenth,   the  two 


Morells,  and  fome  other  gentlemen  came  off  in 
a  large  canoe,  with  fome  money  and  fruit,  with 
which  they  purchafed  goods  at  fo  reafonable  a 
rate,  that  they  requelted  to  be  permitted  to 
come  again,  with  as  much  more  money  as  they 
could  raife  •,  a  requeft,  which,  as  there  appear- 
ed to  be  no  danger  of  an  enemy,  capable  of 
hurting  them,  was  extremely  agreeable  to  the 
captains. 

On  the  eighteenth,  a  negro,  who  had  been 
bit  by  a  fpeckled  fnake,  died  in  lefs  than  twelve 
hours,  notwithftanding  the  utmoft  exertion  of 
the  furgeon's  ikill  to  lave  his  life.  There  are  a 
great  abundance  of  thefe  fnakes  on  the  ifland  of 
Gorgona,  fome  of  which  are  three  or  four  yards 
long,  and  as  thick  as  a  man's  leg.  They  are  of 
an  amphibious  nature,  and  one  of  them  having 
on  the  fame  day,  conveyed  himfelf  on  board  the 
fhip,  by  the  help  of  the  cable,  was  killed  upon  the 
forecaftle  by  the  men. 

As  they  were  rummaging  the  Marquis,  on 
the  nineteenth,  they  fourd  on  beard  five  hun- 
dred nam;  of  Pope's  bids,  w  h  e\  bring  a  free 
gift  frcm  his  Holinefs  to  the  King  of  Spain, 
produce  a  very  confiderab!e  revenue  in  the  Weft 
Indies,  rs  they  are  fold  from  thiee  rials  to  fifty 
pieces  of  eight  each,  accciding  to  the  circum- 
fiar.ces  of  the  purcl  af.-r,  who  is  thereby  excufed 
from  hearing  mafs,  from  falling  on  particular 
days,  and  fome]  other  ecclefiaflical  injunctions, 
the  neglect:  of  which  would  otherwife  have  been 
deemed  mortal  tranfgreffions. 

Some  of  thelc  were  thrown  overboard,  and 
the  reft  ufed  as  fuel  to  the  fires  which  they 
kept  under  their  kettles.  It  is  probable  the 
renfom  of  thefe  would  have  turned  to  a  good  ac- 
count, if  the  bifhop  had  not  efcaped  them. 

On  the  twentieth  and  twenty-hrft,  two  canoes 
came  orr  board  to  trade,  bringing  with  them 
money,  limes,  fowls,  and  other  provifions. 

On  the  twenty- fecond,  five  of  the  negroes  be- 
longing to  the  fhip  hid  themfelves  in  the  woods 
with  a  view  of  deferting  to  the  Spaniards,  when 
their  matters  had  left  that  ftaticn  ;  but  one  of 
them  being  retaken  the  lame  day  was  fevealy 
punifhed  5  and  three  mere  of  them,  being 
forced  by  hunger  to  quit  their  afylum,  were  ta- 
ken two  days  afterwards. 

On  the  twenty-feventh,  the  two  Morells  came 
on  board  again,  with  what  money  they  could 
raife,  and  told  the  captains,  that  the  country 
being  much  alarmed,  it  was  with  great  difficulty 
they  had  obtained  leave  to  come  to  them  :  that 
the  governor  of  Barbacore,  with  two  hundred 
men,  was  at  the  water-fide,  to  prevent  their  be- 
ing traded  with,  and  to  hinder  their  landing  -, 
and  that  all  the  coaft  was  lined  with  men  ali'tm- 
bled  for  the  fame  purpofe. 

In  leaching  the  galleon,  they  found  three 
hundred  and  twenty  bales  of  linen,  woollen, 
filks,  &c.  befides  boxes  of  knives,  hatchets  and 
fciflars  :  they  alio  difcovered  great  quantities  of 
bones  in  fmall  boxes,  ticketed  with  the  names 
of  faints,  fome  of  which  had  been  dead  feven  or 
eight  hundred  years  ;  with  a  prodigious  num- 
ber of  crofles,  beads,  medals,  religious  toys 
in  wax,  images  of  faints,  made  of  all  forts 
of  wood,  ftone  and  other  materials,    to  the  a- 
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mount  of  thirty  tons,  with  one  hundred  and 
fifty  boxes  of  books  in  Latin,  Spanish,  &c.  all 
which  effects  had  been  brought  from  Italy,  and 
Were  intended  f  r  the  jefuits  of  PcrU  ;  but  being 
of  trifling  value  to  the  failors,  they  only  took  a 
fample  of  the  feveral  forts  to  mew  their  friends 
in  England,  anil  left  the  reft. 

One  circum!ta:ice,  however,  is  worth  re- 
cov.nting.  A  huge  wooden  image  of  the  Virgin 
Mary,  having  dfOpt,  or  been  thrown  overboard, 
.  happening  to  drive  towards  the  north  point 
of  the  ifland,  lb  me  Indians  from  the  main  land, 
who  happened  to  befifhing  on  the  coalt,  took  it 
up,  and  brought  it  to  the  fhore,  iuit  oppofite 
fhip,  where  fettingit  up  with  great  apparent 
devotion,  they  wiped  it  dry  with  cotton,  while 
others  flood  around  greatly  aftonifhed,  praying, 
and  telling  over  their  beads,  imagining  that  the 
imaoe  fweat  :  after  which,  fome  of  them  came 
on  board,  and  told  the  {hip's  crew,  that  as  they 
wiped  it  off,  the  fweat  continued  to  increafe. 
They  'alio  (hewed  the  cotton  to  the  linguitt, 
which  they  fondly  believed,  was  wet  with  the 
exctffive  fweat  of  the  holy  Virgin,  and  faid  they 
mould  therefore  prefenre  it  a  precious  and  valua- 
ble relic. 

As  captain  Rogers  feemed  to  laugh  .at  this  idle 
{lory,  the  two  Morells  told  him  one,  if  poffible, 
more   abfurd  and   ridiculous,  in  order   to   con- 
vince him  of  the  truth  of  it.     They  faid  that,  a 
few  years  before,  at  a  proceflion   in   the  cathe- 
dral church  of  Lima,  which  was  at  that  time  fo 
richly  furnifhed,  as  to  be  worth  feveral  millions 
cf  pieces  of  eight  in  gold  and  fiver  and  jewels. 
The  image  of  the  Virgin  was  moft  magnificent- 
ly adorned  with  pearls  and  diamonds  ;  and  thofe 
ornaments  were,  according  to  cuttom,  left  in  the 
church,  till  the  night  after  their  proceflion,with- 
out  any  guard  ;    as   the   people   imagined   that 
none  would  dare  to  be  fo  facrilegious  as    to   rob 
the  church  ;  but  an  unfortunate  thief,  determin- 
ed to  enrich  himfelf  by  one  bold  action,  broke 
into  the  church  at   midnight,  and  advanced  to 
the  image  :  but  whiltt  he  was   endeavouring  to 
take  off  a   rich  firing  of  pearls  from  the  Virgin's 
wriit,  fhe  catched  him  faft  by  the  arm,  and  held 
him  till  the  next  day  ■,  when  being  found  in  that 
poflure,  he  was  condemned  and  executed,  on  the 
credit  of  the  miracle. 

A  committee  was  held  on  board  the  Duke  on 
the  twenty-ninth,  in  which  it  was  agreed  to  dil- 
tribute  rewards  to  thofe  who  had  moft  diftin- 
guifhed  themfelves  :  when  Mr.  James  Stratton 
was  allowed  forty  rupees  :  William  Davis,  and 
Derrick  Derrickfon,  had  twenty  rupees  each  -, 
(a  rupee  is  about  the  value  of  half  a  crown)  the 
boat's  crew  that  engaged  the  Marquis,  when  ta- 
ken, had  two  bales  of  bays,  one  of  ferges,  and 
one  of  linen,  to  be  fold  by  them,  when  and 
where  they  fhould  think  proper  ;  and  to  each  of 
the  men,  who  went  up  the  river  beyond  Guia- 
quil,  a  fuitof  cloaths  was  given. 

Thefe  rewards,  over  and  above  the  refpective 
(hare  of  each  man,  were  given,  to  encourage 
them  to  behave  gallantly  for  the  future  •,  but 
notwithstanding  the  generofity  fhewn  by  the 
commanders,  on  this  occafion,  a  dangerous  mu- 
tiny was  let  on  foot  a  few  days  afterwards,  which 
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might  have  proved  of  very  fatal  confequence, 
had  it  not  been  difcovered  by  the  Iteward  of  the 
Dutchefe,  who  accidently  overheard  the  ring- 
leaders holding  a  council  on  the  manner  in  which 
they  fhould  proceed  •,  above  fixty  of  them  had 
ligned  articles,  by  which  they  bound  themfelves 
to  ftand  by  one  another,  till  they  had  obtained 
what  they  called  Juftice,  with  refpedt  to  the 
plunder,  which  they  imagined  had  not  been  fairly 
diltributed. 

Four  of  the  principal  promoters  of  this  de- 
ftrucxive  fcheme,  among  whom  was  the  perfon 
who  had  drawn  up  the  articles,  were  immediate- 
ly fecured,  and  laid  in  irons ;  but  upon  expref- 
fing  their  forrow  for  the  crime,  afking  pardon, 
and  promifing  to  behave  better  for  the  future, 
thev  were  loon  afterwards  fet  at  liberty.  The  cap- 
t  ins'thought  it  moft  prudent  to  proceed  in  a  mild 
manner  ;  for  to  have  punifhed  a  few  with  great 
feverity,  when  fo  many  were  concerned,  might 
have  been  attended  with  very  difagreeable  con- 
fcquences. 

Captain  Rogers,  to  remove  all  feeds  of  dif- 
content,  gave  them  all  poffible  affurance  that 
they  fhould  be  fatisfied  to  the  utmoft,  in  every 
legal  demand  whatfoever  •,  promifing  them  n 
increafe  of  their  refpective  fhares  of  plunder,  and 
concluded  by  remonftrating  to  them  in  a  moft 
pathetic  manner,  on  the  danger  of  engaging  in 
fuch  rafh  and  unjuft  confpiracies.  After  this, 
affairs  began  to  move  once  more  in  their  proper 
channel. 

In  a  council  of  the  principal  officers  of  the 
three  lhips,  held  on  board  the  Dutchefs  on  the 
fixth  of  Auguft,  they  bound  themfelves  by  an 
oath,  never  to  part  company  while  there  was  a 
poffibility  of  their  keeping  together. 

On  the  feventh  it  was  agreed  to  give  up  to 
Meffrs:  Morell  and  Navarre,  their  refpective 
fhips,  and  fuch  goods  as  were  not  worth  their 
carrying  away,  together  with  fome  negroes  ; 
which  was  done  accordingly. 

With  regard  to  the  effects  in  the  baric,  they  a- 
greed  with  M. Navarre  for  twelve  thoufand  pieces 
of  eight,  which  with  three  thoufand  that  remain- 
ed for  the  ranfom  of  Guiaquil,  he  was  to  bring 
to  them  at  Manta  within  twelve  days. 

Captain  Cooke  now  ^valued  the  money  and 
plate  on  board,  for  the  ufe  of  the  owners,  at 
twenty  thoufand  pound?,  and  the  goods  at  fixty 
thoufand. 

Among  theprifoners  on  board  Navarre's  fhip, 
were  feveral  ladies,  who,  at  their  departure,  ac- 
knowledged the  civility  with  which  they  had 
been  treated,  which,  they  faid,  had  much  ex- 
ceeded what  the  Englim  would  have  received 
from  their  countrymen,  on  a  fimilar  occa- 
fion. 

The  ifland  of  Gorgona  lies  in  three  degrees 
north  latitude  •,  it  is  three  leagues  in  length,  ly- 
ing north  eaft  and  fouth  weft,  very  narrow,  and 
aoout  fix  leagues  from  the  continent.  It  is  full 
of  wood  and  tall  trees,  one  of  which,  called 
is  proper  for  malts  ;  and  from 
a  bo-lfam  that  is   efficacious  in  fe- 


Palma-Maria, 
this  tree  i flues 
veral  dileafes. 

The  ifland,  at  a  diftance,  appears    like  three 
little  hills  :  and  along  the  north  fide  of  it,  there 
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is  riding  for  fhips  ■,    but  in   fome  places  foul 
ground  and  fhoals  near  the  fhore. 

The  Spanifh  hiftorians  mention  violent  ftorms 
and  heavy  tornadoes  of  wind  which  happen  near 
this  ifland  •,  but  captain  Rogers  found  nothing 
of  the  kind,  meeting  only  with  a  few  fhowers, 
and  fometimes  thunder  :  but  from  fpring,  till 
the  beginning  of  May,  ftrong  breezes  from  the 
northward  are  frequent.  There  are  feveral  re- 
markable rocks  about  this  ifland,  particularly 
one  to  the  fouth  well,  which,  if  viewed  half  a 
mile  from  the  fhore,  looks  like  the  fail  of  a  fhip; 
and  at  the  north  eait  end,  are  feveral  high  ones, 
very  ileep  and  round,  at  almoft  the  diftance  of 
a  cable's  length  from  the  fhore,  where  fea  fowls 
breed  in  great  abundance. 

The  animals  found  here  are  monkies,  guinea- 
pigs,  hares,  lizards,  and  lion-lizards,  which  lall 
change  their  colours,  and  are  beautiful  crea- 
tures. Befides  a  great  variety  of  plants  and 
trees,  peculiar  to  the  hot  climates  :  here  are  fe- 
veral forts  of  fifh,  not  to  be  found  in  our  feas, 
and  mullets  in  great  plenty,  but  which  it  is 
difficult  to  catch  with  hooks  and  lines,  on  ac- 
count of  the  extraordinary  clearness  of  the  water, 
which  enables  them  to  fee  the  hook,  and  avoid 
it.  Hcie  is  alfo  fome  white  coral,  and  abun- 
dance of  pearl  oy Iters.  There  are  but  few 
birds,  except  a  large  fort  of  fowls,  called  Ca- 
racafos  ;  but  in  the  rocks  there  are  great  num- 
bers of  bats,  which  fly  about  the  ifland  in  the 
night.  Here  are  alfo  feveral  fpecies  of  fnakes  •, 
and  thofe  in  fuch  numbers,  that  it  is  not  very 
fafe  walking  the  ifland  for  fear  of  treading  on 
them. 

Some  of  the  Duke's  people  caught  here  an 
ugly  creature,  which  Mr.  Rogers  iuppofes  to 
be  of  the  monkey  kind  •,  it,  in  fome  degree,  re- 
fembled  one  of  thofe  animals,  only  its  hair  was 
thicker  and  longer  •,  its  face,  eyes  and  nofe 
were  lefs,  and  more  wrinkled  and  deformed  ; 
its  ears  were  notib  large  •,  its  teeth  longer  and 
{harper-,  irs  hinder  parts  more  clumfy,  its  body 
thicker  in  proportion  •,  its  tail  very  fhort  •,  be- 
fides, inftead  of  live  claws,  like  ringers,  which 
a  monkey  has,  this  animal  has  only  three  on 
each  paw,  which  are  {harper  and  longer.  On 
their  letting  this  animal  go,  at  the  lower  part  of 
the  mizen  fhrouds,  it  was  two  hours  in  getting 
to  the  which  a  monkey  would  have 

performed  in  lefs  than  half  a  minute.  It  walked 
an  equal  and  flow  pace,  as  if  all  its  movements 
had  been  direded  by -clockwork.  The  Spaniards 
with  great  propriety  call  it  a  Sloth,  and  fay  it 
as  on  the  leaves  of  a  certain  lofty  tree,  which 
when  it  has  cleared,  before  it  can  get  down,walk 
to,  apd  climb  another,  it  becomes  lean,  and  is 
almoft  ftarved. 

Their  bufinefs  at  Gorgona  being  finifhed,  they 
failed  from  thence  on  the  feventeenth  of  Auguit, 
and  on  the  tenth,  captain  Rogers  propoled  to 
fend  the  Marquis  to  Brazil,  to  diipofe  of  her  car- 
go of  prize  goods,  and  get  frefh  provifions,while 
the  Duke  and  Dutchefs  fliouid  continue  in  their 
prel'ent  latitude,  in  expectation  of  the  Manila 
Ihip  ;  but  his  propofal  was  rejected  by  the  ma- 
jority. 
On  the  twelfth  they  found  themfelves  only  thir- 


teen leagues  diftance  from  Gorgona,  which  bore 
from  them  fouth  and  by  eaft ;  and  on  the  eigh- 
teenth, the  Dutchefs  took  a  bark  of  feventy  tons 
burden,  bound  from  Panama  to  Lima  •,  but  (he 
had  nothing  valuable  on  board,  but  twenty-four 
negroes,  from  whom  they  learnt,  that  the  whole 
coaft  was  alarmed  with  their  being  in  the  South 
Seas,  and  that  ever  fince  their  taking  of  Guia- 
quil,  the  inhabitants  were  in  the  utmoft  appre- 
henfions  of  a  vifit  from  them. 

The  two  barks  firft  entered  the  bay  of  Te- 
cames  on  the  twenty-fifth  of  Auguft,  and  the 
confort  fhips  anchored  near  them  in  a  few  hours 
afterwards.  (It  was  at  this  place  that  Sir  Fran- 
cis Drake    took  the  valuable    plate  prize    in 

15/8) 

Juft  as  it  grew  dark,  Mr.  White  the  lir.guifr, 

having  ventured  afho:e  without  orders,  with  a 
Spanifh  prifoner,  had  like  to  have  fuffered  for 
his  rafhnefs  ;  for  landing  oppcfite  fome  hot; 
feveral  Indians  attacked  them  from  an  ambuf- 
cade,  with  fire  arms,  bows,  arrows  and  lances ; 
though  they  called  out  to  them  in  Spanifh,  r.nd 
told  them  they  were  friends  :  but  they  had  the 
happihefs  to  efcape  being  fhot,  hiding  themfelves 
all  night  in  the  wood,  while  the  people  on 
board  imagined  they  were  either  killed,  or  taken 
prifoners  •,  but  ?.t  break  of  day  they  ventured 
to  call  again  on  the  Indians,  whom  they  prevail- 
ed on  to  trade,  provided  they  could  obtain  the 
eonfent  of  their  padre,  who  lived  at  fix  leagues 
diftance. 
s  The  linguift  informed  them  that  there  was  a 
padre  on  board,  whom  they  defired  to  fee  ; 
whereupon  he  was  fent  on  fhore,  and  wrote  a 
letter  to  the  prieft  of  the  place,  informing  him 
how  extremely  well  himfelf,  and  the  other  Spa- 
nifh prifoners  were  ufed,  and  earneftly  recom- 
mending a  trade. 

At  the  fame  time  he  informed  the  inh; 
what  an  eafy  matter  it  would  be  for  the  Englifh 
to  burn  the  church   and  houfes,  but  that  they 
were  of  a  charitable  difpofition,  and  extremely 
kind  to  thofe  in  their  power. 

Through  the  mediation  of  this  friar,  they 
promifed  that  they  would  trade  with  them  the 
next  day,  whether  the  padre  gave  his  content  or 
not ;  and  the  Indians  having  accepted  of  a  pre- 
fent  of  three  images  of  faints,  and  a  feathered 
cap,  to  be  given  to  the  wife  of  their  chief,  they 
wafbed  off  the  red  paint,  with  which  they  had 
daubed  themfelves,  and  which  while  they  wear, 
is  to  be  confidered  as  a  declaration  of  war  -,  and 
then  they  fent  captain  Rogers  a  prefent  of  feveral 
bows  and  arrows. 

When  the  boat  returned  with  the  prieft  to  the 
Ihip,  lie  took  with  him  one  of  the  Indians,  who 
entered  it  with  a  look  of  aftonifhment,  ajid  be- 
ing much  pleafld  with  the  great  cabin,  laid  him- 
felf down  in  it  on  his  fide,  gazing  wildly  about 
him  for  an  hour  together,  till  captain  Rogers, 
having  given  him  fome  old  baize  for  cloathing, 
a  few  toys,  and  a  dram  of  brandy,  Jled  him  out, 
and  he  was  taken  on  fhore. 

At  night  a  letter  was  received  from  the  padre, 
allowing  them  full  permiflion  to  trade,  and  the 
next  day  they  received  hogs,  and  black  cattle, 
in  exchange  for  bays. 

The 
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The  boats  were  now  fent  up  a  creek,  laden 
with  cafks  to  he  filled  with  frefh  water,  when  the 
people  meeting  by  chance  with  one  of  the  chiefs 
of  the  Indians,  v. 

bows  and  arrows,  he  advifed  them  to  go  hi. 
up  the  river,  or  t!;cy  would  find  the  water  to  be 
h  ;  for  this  him!  advice,  they  offered  him 
a  dram  out  of  a  quart  bottle  of  ftrong  b*andy, 
but  h  'hi    of  the   battle,  he  drank   the 

■.  .  rid  departed  extreme- 

:11  pleafed,  alluring  them  that  they  fhould 

applied  from  the  village,  with  whatever  they 

.  for. 
The   boats   I  brought    a  cpnfiderable 

quantity  of  water,  plaintains,  hogs,  black  cattle 
and  other  provifions  ;  and  the  (hips  being  he< 
and  cleaned,  they  fet  the  prieft  on  fhore,  givi 
him  by  way  of  acknowledgement,  a   black  fe- 
le  flave,  o  i  he  appeared  to  be  more  fond 

than  became  his  character.  They  alio  lent  to 
the  friar  or  prieft  of  the  village,  in  return  for 
his  kindnefs,  a  male  negro,  and  a  piece  of  bays. 
They  now  put  all  their  prifoners  into  an  un- 
them  at  liberty  to  run  her 
afhore  at  high  water,  keeping  with  them  only 
of  the  hoftages  detained  on  account  of  the 
ranfom  of  Guiaquil  not  being  fully  paid  ■,  and 
thefe  they  determined  to  carry  with  them  to 
England.  The  villa  e  of  Tecames  lies  in  a  bot- 
tom, dole  to  the  water  fide,  and  confilts  only 
of  [even  houfes  and  a  church;  the  houfes  are 
built  with  fplit  bamboes,  covered  with  palmetto 
ka\  es,  and  railed  upon  polls,  with  hog-llies  be- 
neath them,  and  they  afcend  to  them  by  the 
help  of  pieces  of  wood  notched,  inflead  of 
flairs. 

The  men  are  employed  in  killing  wild  fwine 
with  bows  and  arrows,  and  in  ftriking  fifh  with 
their  lances  ;  at  both  which  they  are  very  dex- 
trous. 

The  place  where  the  prieft  already  mencioned 
lives,  is  a  larger  village,  and  the  country  between 
one  place  and  the  other  is  tolerably  well  peo- 
pled. There  are  two  or  three  rivers  in  the 
neighbourhood,  which  difcharge  themfelves  into 
fea. 
The  inhabitants  are  barbarous  and  refolute, 
ufi.  .  rms  and  poifoned  arrows  in  their  en- 

:nts,  and  at  adepts  at  bufh-nghting! 

There  is   no  dealing  with  them  by  compulfive 
hods,   and  whoever  is  under  the  neceffity  of 
ucliing  on  this  coaft,  mult  endeavour  to  make 

n  friends  by  gentle  methods. 
The  women  carry  their  children  at  their  backs 
and  have  no  covering  but  a  piece  of  bays  tied 
about  their  waill.  A  land  breeze  generally 
fprings  up  about  midnight  at  fouth  and  by  eaft, 
which  dies  away  about  noon  •,  and  in  the  after- 
noon a  fea  breeze  comes  on,  which  continues  at 
weft  and  weft  fouth  weft  till  midnight.  From 
January  to  May,  they  have  light  fhowers  to 
the  northward,  but  from  June  to  December  the 
weather  is  generally  dry. 

The  three  confort  fhips  made  one  of  the  Gal- 
lapagos  iflands  on  the  tenth  of  September,  where 
they  continued  for  a  week,  taking  in  turtle  and 


fait,  of  both  which  there  is  great  plenty.  The 
Spaniards  reckon  fifty  of  thefe  iflands,  only  one 
of  which  yields  frefh  water.  They  abound  as 
well  with  fea  as  land  birds-,  and  the  latter  are 
hawks  and  turtle-doves,  which  are  fo  tame  that 
they  fuffer  themfelves  to  be  knocked  dov/n  with 

The  feats  here  are  fo  fierce  as  to  attack  any 
one  who  happens  to  come  in  their  way  ;  which 
captain  Rogers  experienced,  who  being  on  fhore, 
one  of  theie  animals  advanced  to  him  with  all 
the  rage  of  a  incenfed  mail  iff  dog;  the  cap- 
tain defended  himfelf  by  flicking  a  pike  he  had 
in  his  hand  into  the  creatures  breafl,  on  which 
he  retired  a  little,  and  then  advanced  again,  till 
he  had  received  three  feveral  wounds,  when  he 
r  treated  to  the  fea,  fnarling  and  fhewing  his 
long  teeth  above  the  water.  While  they  re- 
ined  here,  ten  negroes  being  fent  on  fhore  to 
cut  firing,  (even  of  them  deferted  into  the 
woods. 

They  failed  hence  on  the  feventeenth  of  Sep- 
tember,  and  on  the  fecond  of  October,  when 
t  ley  were  ten  leagues  fouth  weft  of  the  land   of 
eral  of  the  men  began  to  grow  faint 
and  fickly,    but  they  were  recovered  by  bleed- 
;   th<  ir  diforder  arofe  from  their  fcanty  al- 
nce  of  bread,  which  was  but  four  ounces  a 
day  to  each  man,    the  reft  of  their  food   being 
chiefly  turtle. 

On  the  fourth  of  October,  they  came  up  with 
the  iflands  called  Tres  Marias,  where  they  re- 
mained till  the  twenty-fourth,  to  take  in  wood 
and  warter,  and  catch  turtle  ;  but  it  was  not 
without  difficulty  that  they  found  a  ftream  that 
was  wholfome ;  ali  the  fprings  which  they  met 
with,  two  only  excepted,  out  of  which  they 
fupplied  themfelves,  being  not  only  bitter,  but 
violent  purgatives,  occafioned  by  fame  neigh- 
bouring minerals  or  bitter  roots. 

The  middlemoft  of  thefe  iflands  is  fituated  in 
t  enty-one  degrees,  thirty-five  minutes  north 
latitude,  at  a  final!  diftance  from  the  coaft  of 
Mexico  •,  they  are  about  four  leagues  afunder, 
and  lie  ranged  at  nearly  equal  dillances  from 
each  other.  The  largeil  is  about  five  leagues 
in  length,  the  fecond  about  three  leagues,  and 
the  fmallefl  fcarcely  two. 

There  are  two  or  three  broken  white  iflands 
r  them,  one  of  which,  at  a  diftance,  appear- 
ed fo  like  a  fhip  under  fail,  that  ngnal  was  made 
for   a  chace  :   but  the  miftake  was   foon  difco- 
vercd. 

They  here  faw  a  great  many  different  kind  of 
parrots,  alio  wood-pigeons,  doves,  thrufhes, 
black-birds,  red-birds,  humming-birds,  many 
hawks  of  various  beautiful  colours,  and  bats 
with  the  ears  and  nofe  refembling  thofe  of  a 
moufe  •,  -a  number  of  guanas,  lome  racoons, 
rabbits,  and  excellent  hares,  but  confiderably 
fmaller  than  thofe  of  England.  The  fifh  in  thefe 
iflands  were  old  wifes,  gar-fifh,  cavallos,  yel- 
low tails,  (kip-jacks,  bonitos,  and  albacores. 
There  were  likewife  great  numbers  of  trees  and 
fhrubs,  among  which  were  lignum-vitse,  birch, 
filk-grafs,  prickle-pear  and  euphorbium. 
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IV. 


The  confort-Jhips  fail  for  California ;  a  defer iption  of  that  country,  and  the  natives  ;  they 
take  one  of  the  Manila  flips  ;  they  fail  from  Puerto  Seguro,  a?id  arrive  at  the  if  and  of 
Guam,  where  they  pur  chafe  provijions  ;  defer  iption  of  that  if  and;  they  fail  to  Bouton- 
ifiand,  and  from  thence  to  Batavia,  where  they  refit  their  vefiels ;  the  ungenerous  behaviour 
of  the  Dutch  at  that  place  ;  the  confer  t-fjips fails  to  the  Cape  of  Good  hope;  and  from  thence, 
under  convoy,  to  Europe. 


^~4  H  E  Y  failed  from  the  i  (lands  of  Tres 
Marias  on  the  twenty-fifth  of  October, 
and  on  the  firft  of  November,  being  in 
latitude  twenty -two  degrees  fifty-five  minutes, 
they  difcovered  the  land  of  California,  bearing 
about  eight  leagues  diftant,  weft  and  by  north  ; 
on  the  feventeenth,  lb  me  Indians  were  difcover- 
ed at  a  diftance  on  a  bark  log,  who  paddled  to- 
wards them  •,  they  were  at  firft  afraid  to  ap- 
proach too  near,  but  were  at  length  prevailed 
upon  by  a  prefent  of  a  knife  and  fome  bays,  for 
which  they  returned  two  live  foxes, two  bladders 
of  water,  and  fome  deer-fkins. 

Thefe  people  were  quite  naked,  and  ftrangers 
to  the  European  manner  of  trafficking.  Some 
of  the  fhips  crew  ventured  affiore  on  the  nine- 
teenth on  barklogs,  for  the  fea  ran  too  high  for 
them  to  attempt  landing  with  their  boats.  The 
good  matured  natives  leaped  into  the  fea  to 
guide  the  bark-logs  in  the  belt  manner  they 
were  able  •,  and  on  their  making  the  fhore,  the 
Indians  led  each  of  the  Englifh  up  the  bank, 
where  was  an  old  man,  with  a  deer's-fkin  fpread 
on  the  ground,  on  which  they  kneeled  before 
the  Enolifh,  who  alfo  kneeling,  the  Indians 
wiped  the  water  off  the  faces  of  the  Englifh  with 
their  hands. 

This  ceremony  being  ended,  each  of  the  fail- 
ors,  fupported  by  two  of  the  lavages,  was  led 
through  a  narrow  path,  of  about  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  in  length,  to  their  huts,  where  they  were 
welcomed  by  the  mufic  of  a  very  uncouth  in- 
ftrument,  being  only  two  jagged  flicks,  which 
an  Indian  rubbed  acrofs  each  other,  and  accom- 
panied the  noife  with  a  voice  ftill  more  inharmo- 
nious than  the  found  of  the  inftrument.  They 
then  all  fat  down  on  the  ground,  and  having 
been  regaled  with  broiled  fifh,  the  Indians  at- 
tended them  back  in  the  fame  manner  with  their 
mufic.  The  natives  prelented  them  with  knives 
made  of  iharks  teeth,  and  feveral  ether  little 
curiofities,  and  permitted  them  to  fhare  in  all 
they  had,  except  their  women,  children  and  arms. 
Above  two  hundred  Indians  inhabited  the 
place  where  they  landed,  and  lived  in  huts  made 
of  boughs  of  trees  and  leaves  erected  in  the  form 
of  bowers,  with  a  fire  before  the  door,  round 
which  they  lay  and  flepr. 

The  men  went  naked,  and  the  women  had 
only  a  fhort  petticoat  reaching  fcarcely  to  the 
knee,  made  of  lilk  grafs  or  the  fkins  of  pelicans 
or  deers  •,  fome  of  them  wore  pearls  about  their 
neck?,  which  they  faftened  witha  firing  of  lilk 


grafs  having  firft  notched  them  round,  and  cap- 
tain Rogers  imagined  they  did  not  know  how  to 
bore  them. 

Thefe  pearls  were  mixed  with  flicks,  bits  of 
fhells,  and  little  red  berries,  which  they  thought 
fo  great  an  ornament,  that  they  would  not  accept 
of  glafs  beads  of  various  colours,  which  the 
Englifh  would  have  given  them. 

The  men  are  ftrait  and  well  built,  have  long 
black  hair,  and  are  of  a  dark  brown  complexion. 
They  live  by  hunting  and  fifbing,  and  have  a 
greater  eilcem  for  European  fciflars,  nails  and 
knives,  than  for  filver  or  gold.  They  ufe  bows 
and  arrows,  and  are  fuch  excellent  markfmen, 
that  they  will  fhoot  a  fmall  bird  as  it  flies. 
Their  bows  are  made  of  a  hard,  yet  pliant  wood, 
and  are  about  fix  feet  in  length  :  the  firing  is 
made  of  filk  grafs,  and  the  arrows,  which  are 
four  feet  and  a  half  long,  are  made  of  a  jointed 
cane,  with  four  long  feathers  about  a  foot  from 
the  hotch,  for  the  firing  •,  at  the  other  end  is 
fixed  a  piece  of  hard  wood,  which  is  pointed  with 
a  fharp  taper  flint. 

The  women,  whofe  features  are  rather  difa- 
greeable,  are  employed  in  making  fifhing  lines 
or  in  gathering  grain,  which  they  grind  upon  a 
flone.  They  were  willing  to  aflill  the  Englifh 
in  filling  water,  and  would  fupply  them  with 
whatever  they  could  get :  they  were  a  very  honeft 
people,  and  would  not  take  the  leaft  thing  with- 
out permiflion. 

In  the  bay  of  Puerto  Seguro,  there  are  great 
numbers  of  albacores,  mullets,  dolphins,  bream, 
and  other  fifh,  which  the  natives  are  extremely 
expert  at  ftrikingwith  their  wooden  inftruments 
from  their  floats,  which  are  made  of  five  pieces 
of  wood,  and  are  moved  with  fhort  paddles  : 
from  thefe  floats  they  would  often  leap,  and 
flrike  the  fifh,  when  near  the  bottom  of  the  wa- 
ter. They  alio  dive  and  fetch  up  pearl-oyfters 
from  the  rocks. 

Some  of  the  failors1  informed  captain  Rogers, 
that  they  law  one  of  them  dive  with  his  inllru- 
ments,  and  while  he  was  under  water,  put  up 
his  ftriker,  with  a  fifh  upon  the  point  of  it, 
which  was  taken  off  by  another,  who  attended 
his  motions  on  a  bark  iog :  and  this  account  the 
captain  was  the  rather  induced  to  believe,  be- 
caufe  he  himfelf  had  thrown  fome  rully  knives 
overboard  on  purpofe  to  try  the  fkill  of  thefe 
excellent  divers  ;  and  they  feldom  miffed  catch- 
ing the  knife,  before  it  was  more  than  three  or 
four  fathoms  under  the  water. 

The 
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The  land  from  the  mountains  down  to  the 
fea  is  reeky,  but  intermixed  with  pleafant  vales 
and  plants.  The  foil,  which  i>  finely,  produces 
only  a  few  flirubbv  bullies  of  different  kinds, 
which  afford  the  inhabitant;,  feveral  forts  of  fruit 
and  berries,  which  fupuly  the  place  of  bread  : 
and  in  particular  they  have  a  fort  of  round  ber- 
ry, not  unlike  that  of  the  ivy,  which  they  dry  at 
the  fire,  and  the  infide  of  which  has  both  the  look 
and  tafte  of  parched  peas. 

There  is  another  berry  like  a  currant,  which 
has  a  white  pulp  that  eats  fourilh,  having  a  large 
ftone  within  it  that  relembles  a  bird's  eye,  and  a 
kernel  of  an  agreeable  tafte.  They  have  likewife 
a  fmall  black  feecLwhich  they  grind  upon  a  (lone, 
and  then  eat  it  by  hands  full  ;  when  boiled  in 
water  this  relembles  the  taite  of  coffee  ;  but 
without  boiling,  captain  Cooke's  men  ufed  to 
thicken  their  broth  with  it,  and  laid  it  anfwered 
the  end  of  flour. 

nit  likewife  grows  here  in  cods,  the  out- 
fide  of  which  is  green  and  peels  off,  and  on  a 
{talk  within  it,  are  a  great  number  of  black  feeds, 
like  the  head  of  a  clove,  which  relembles  green 
pea?,  both  in  tafte  and  fmell. 

They  have  befides  thefe,  a  fort  of  yams,  re- 
fembling  thofe  of  the  Weft  Indies,  and  various 
other  forts  of  roots,  plants  and  feeds.  They  have 
alio  a  variety  of  different  birds,  among  which  are 
wild  ducks,  heron,  and  teal,  and  a  fine  bird 
of  the  fize  of  a  black-bird,  the  belly  of  which  is 
yellowdfh,  the  back  of  a  dark  green,  the  tail  and 
bill  black,  and  the  head  covered  with  dark  fea- 
thers, with  a  tuft  of  red  ones  in  the  middle 
of  them. 

While  the  (hips  remained  here,  the  weather 
was  remarkably  ferene  and  pleafant,  and  forne 
of  the  men  who  went  in  the  bark  to  view  the 
country  about  fifteen  leagues  to  the  northward, 
faid  it  was  there  covered  wirh  lofty  trees,  and 
that  the  inhabitants  were  poffefied  of  fkins, 
from  whence  they  inferred  that  they  iometimes 
engaged  in  hunting  (till  farther  to  the  north- 
ward. 

Thefe  people  had  neither  plantations  nor 
gardens.  The  natives  grew  familiar  with  the  En- 
glifn  from  their  long  ftay  among  them,  and  went 
frequently  on  board  the  Ihips,  with  which  they 
feemed  exceedingly  delighted.  One  of  them, 
who  had  a  fhirt  given  him,  tore  it  in  pieces,  and 
e  it  to  his  companions  to  hold  thofe  feeds 
which  they  ate  inftead  of  bread. 

On  the  twenty- firft  of  November,  captain 
Rog*ers  fent  afliore  the  boat,  with  a  mufician  in 
it ;  but  he  does  not  acquaint  us  what  effect  har- 
monious founds  had  upon  thofe  rough  unciviliz- 
e  i  people. 

On  the  twenty-eighth,  two  men  were  feverely 
puniihed  for  ftealing  the  key  of  the  ftore-room 
out  of  the  pocket  of  the  fteward  as  he  lay  afleep, 
and  taking  bread  and  fugar  from  thence  :  as  the 
the  flock  of  bread  began  to  run  very  fliort,  this 
crime  was  the  more  inexcuieable,  efpecially  as 
they  had  no  profpect  of  recruiting  it  till  their  ar- 
rival at  Guam,  whither  they  intended  to  fail  on 
their  leaving  this  coaft. 

By  this  time  they  all  began  to  defpair  of  tak- 
l  the  Manila  ftiip,  it  being  a  month  beyond 
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her  ufual  time  of  bailing  that  way  ;  but  on  the 
twenty-firft  of  December,  about  nine  in  the 
morning,  the  man  at  the  maft  head  cried  our, 
that  he  faw  a  fail,  at  the  diftance  of  feven 
leagues  •,  but  as  they  had  little  wind,  they  did 
not  come  up  with  her  till  the  next  day  ;  when 
captain  Rogers,  having  no  fpirituous  liquors  on 
board,  ordered  a  large  kettle  of  chocolate  to  be 
made  for  the  fhip's  company  ;  and,  after  pray- 
ers, began  the  engagement ;  the  Dutchefs  be- 
ing yet  confiderably  to  the  leeward,  the  enemy 
fired  her  ftern-chafe  firft,  which  the  Duke  re- 
turned with  her  fore  chafe ;  and  then  getting 
clofe  on  board  her,  gave  her  feveral  broadfides, 
at  the  fame  time  plying  their  fmall  arms  very 
brifkly,  which  the  Spaniards  for  a  while  return- 
ed, and  then  [truck  her  colours,  juft  as  the  Dut- 
chefs had  come  up,  and  fired  five  guns,  and  a 
volley  of  fmall  fhot. 

They  then  lent  the  pinnace  aboard  the  enemy, 
and  brought  the  captain,  with  the  officers  away  ; 
and  having  examined  them,  found  that  a  larger 
fhip  had  come  out  of  Manila  with  them,  but  that 
lhe  being  a  better  failor,  had  parted  company 
with  them  three  months  before. 

The  Spaniards  in  the  above  engagement,  loll 
nine  men,  and  had  feveral  wounded.  On  the 
part  of  the  Englifh,  one  man  was  wounded,  be- 
fides captain  Rogers,  who  received  a  fhot  thro' 
the  left  cheek,  that  carried  away  a  great  part 
of  his  upper  jaw,  with  feveral  of  his  teeth, 
fome  of  which  dropped  on  the  deck  where  he 
fell. 

This  prize  was  called  Nueftra  Senora  de  la 
Incarnation,  commanded  by  Sir  John  Pichberty, 
a  gallant  Frenchman  •,  and  the  prifoners  faid, 
that  the  cargo  in  India  amounted  to  two  mil- 
lion  of  dollars  :  fhe  carried  one  hundred  and 
ninety-three  men,  and  mounted  twenty  guns. 

On  Chriftmas-day,  the  Dutchefs  and  Mar- 
quis went  out  of  the  harbour  to  cruize  for  the 
great  Manila  fhip  •,  ?.nd  en  the  fame  day  two 
centinels  were  polled  on  the  top  of  a  hill,  from 
whence  they  had  a  good  view  of  the  fea,  with 
instructions,  that  if  they  law  three  fail  of  fhips 
in  the  offing,  they  fnould  wave  their  colours 
three  times. 

On  the  twenty-fixth,  in  the  afternoon,  the 
centries  made  three  wafts,  whereupon  they  in- 
flantly  put  all  the  prifoners,  amounting  to  one 
hundred  and  feventy,  on  board  the  bark,  with- 
out arms,  rudder,  fails,  or  a  boat  :  and  leav- 
ing twenty-two  hands  to  guard  them,  captain 
Rogers,  who  was  ftill  in  a  very  weak  condition, 
get  under  fail  at  feven  in  the  evening,  and  con- 
tinued the  chace  all  night,  and  the  next  day  ; 
but  having  little  wind,  did  not  come  up  with 
them  till  the  day  after  •,  and  as  the  other  fhips 
had  engaged  the  enemy  feveral  times  in  the 
interim,  the  Marquis  was  by  this  time  difa- 
bled. 

Captain  Rogers,  however,  inftantly  engaged, 
and  the  attack  was  frequently  renewed,  till  a 
cheft  of  arms  and  cartouch-box  took  fire,  and 
all  the  three  fhips  were  damaged  •,  when  it  was 
determined,  confidering  the  number  of  the  ene- 
my's men,  and  the  force  of  the  fhip,  to  purfue 
her  no  farther. 

In 
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In  this  bloody  engagement,  the  Englifh  loft 
many  of  their  men,  and  captain  Rogers  was  a- 
gain  wounded,  having  the  heel  bone  of  his  left 
foot  taken  or?  by  a  Splinter.  Thus  ended  their 
fruitlefs  attempt  on  this  large  fhip  :  after  which 
they  returned  to  the  harbour  of  Puerto  Seguro, 
where  they  Spent  lbme  days  in  refitting,  and  ta- 
king in  wood  and  water. 

For  fome  time  paft  they  had  been  at  fhort 
allowance  of  bread,  but  had  the  happinefs  to 
find  fuch  a  quantity  on  board  the  Manila  fhip, 
which  they  had  taken,  as,  with  their  former 
ltock,  they  hoped  would  Serve  them  in  the  long 
run  which  they  intended  to  take  acrofs  the  South 
Sea. 

On  the  firft  of  January,  the  bark,  with  captain 
Pichbertv,  the  hoftages,  &c.  being  well  fupplied 
with  a  ftock  of  provifions  and  water,  failed  from 
Puerto  Seguro  ;  and  Pichbertv,  together  with 
his  officers  and  chaplain,  acknowledged,  with 
the  utmoit  gratitude,  the  civility  fhewn  them, 
in  having  all  their  books,  cloathes  and  inftru- 
ments  reftorcd  to  them. 

A  few  days  afterwards,  a  committee  of  offi- 
cers was  held,  in  which  the  majority  appointed 
captain  Dover  to  the  command  or  the  prize, 
which  was  named  the  Batchelor  Frigate  ;  but 
againft  this  nomination,  captain  Rogers,  who 
had  a  very  indifFeient  opinion  of  Mr.  Dover's  a- 
bilities,  as  a  fea  officer,  entered  a  folemn  pro- 
tcft,  which  was  alfo  lubfcribed  by  the  principal 
officers  on  board  the  Duke  •,  whereupon  to  pre- 
vent the  inconveniencies  that  might  arife  from 
heart-burnings,  and  the  incouragement  of  dis- 
putes among  each  other,  a  new  committee  was 
appointed  to  be  held,  wherein  it  was  determined 
that  captain  Dover  ffiould  be  confidered  as  chief 
captain  on  board  the  prize,  but  without  any 
power  with  regard  to  failing,  engaging,  or  other 
affairs  immediately  rcfpedUng  the  fhip  :  the  care 
of  which  was  committed  to  Mr.  Fry  and  Mr. 
Stratton  ;  while  Dover  was  to  fee  that  nothing 
was  done  contrary  to  the  intereft  of  the  owners. 
Thus  was  unanimity  again  reftored,  and  captain 
Rogers  and  his  people  declared  themielves  well 
fatisfied. 

It  was  now  determined  that,  as  their  bufinefs 
in  thole  leas  was  pretty  well  at  an  end,  they 
ffiould  prepare  to  fail  for  the  Eaft-Indies  ;  and 
that  in  cafe  of  Separation,  the  place  of  rendez- 
vous ffiould  be  Guam,  one  of  the  Ladrone 
i Hands. 

They  weighed  from  the  port  of  Seguro  on  the 
tenth" of  January,  but  were  becalmed  under  the 
ffiore  till  the  twelfth  in  the  afternoon,  when  a 
breeze  fprung  up,  which  ran  them  out  of  fight 
oi  land. 

On  the  twenty  eighth  of  the  month,  the  ftew- 
ard  miffed  fome  pork,  and  the  thief  being  dis- 
covered, captain  Rogers  ordered  him  to  be  tied 
to  the  main  geers,  where  every  man  upon  the 
watch  gave  him  a  flroke  with  a  cat  of  nine  tails. 
There  was  an  abfokue  neceffity  for  this  fevere 
punifhment,  at  this  time,  as  all  the  provifions 
on  board  would  not  laft  above  two  and  thirty 
days.  Some  of  his  companions,  who  were  privy 
to  the  theft,  were  laid  in  irons. 

On  the  fourteenth  of  February,  the  allowance, 


for  that  day,  was  increafed  to  half  a  pound  of 
bread  or  flour,  to  every  mefs  ;  and  the  captains 
having  put  the  men  on  drawing  valentines,  gave 
them  cans  of  punch  to  toaft  the  healths  of  their 
refpe&ive  miftrefles. 

On  the  feventeenth  a  piece  of  captain  Rogers's 
jaw  bone,  which  had  lodged  in  his  throat  from 
the  time  he  was  wounded,was  happily  extracted, 
which  freed  him  in  a  confiderable degree  from  the 
exceffive  pain  he  had  before  felt. 

On  the  tenth  of  March  they  made  the  illands 
of  Serpana  and  Guam,  and  anchored  near  the 
latter  in  twelve  fathom  water,  the  natives  con- 
tinually paffing  them  in  their  proas,  withafto- 
niffiing  fwiftnefs  :  but  none  of  them  would,  on 
any  account,  be  prevailed  upon  to  come  on 
board.  As  there  was  now  an  abfolute  neceffity 
of  their  procuring  a  Supply  of  provifions  to  pre- 
vent them  from  Starving,  not  having  at  the  ffiort- 
eft  allowance,  bread  and  flour  Sufficient  for  four- 
teen days,  they  determined,  if  poffible,  to  get 
fome  of  the  inhabitants  on  board,  and  detain 
them  as  hoftages,  in  cafe  they  fliould  be  under 
the  neceffity  of  fending  any  of  their  people  to  the 
governor. 

In  confequence  of  this  refohition  they  feized 
two  Spaniards,  who  hailed  them,  and  came  on 
board  on  a  fuppofition  that  the  Englifh  came 
from  New  Spain.  They  detained  one  of  thefe 
by  way  of  hoftage,  and  Sent  two  linguifts  affiore 
with  the  other,  who  carried  a  letter  to  the  go- 
vernor of  the  place,  in  which  they  demanded  a 
liberty  to  deal,  in  a  peaceable  manner,  for  pro- 
vifions and  refrefhments,  for  which  they  pro- 
mifed  not  only  to  pay  immediately,  but  to  be- 
have in  all  other  reipects  in  a  friendly  manner  ■> 
but  they  threatned,  that,  if  the  requeft  was  re- 
futed, they  would  aft  openly  as  enemies,  a  pro- 
ceeding, which,  however,  they  wiihed  rather  to 
avoid. 

On  the  eleventh  in  the  morning  the  Duke's 
pinnace  was  fent  on  Shore  with  a  flag  of  truce  •, 
and  the  iflanders  behaved  with  the  utmoft 
Sriendfhip  to  the  crew,  promifing  to  Supply  them 
plentifully  with  provifions,  provided  the  gover- 
nor would  give  them  permiffion.  About  noon 
a  letter  was  brought  on  board  by  the  linguifts, 
accompanied  by  three  Spanifh  gentlemen,  in 
which  the  governor  obligingly  promifed  to  ac- 
commodate them  with  whatever  the  ifland  pro- 
duced. A  fuitable  anfwer  to  this  obliging  let- 
ter was  immediately  lent  to  his  excellency,  Signed 
by  all  the  captains,  expreffing  their  own  thanks 
and  thole  of  the  crews,  for  his  polite  and  friendly 
offer. 

On  the  thirteenth  each  fhip  was  fupplied  with 
a  bullock,  befides  limes.  oranges,  cocoa  nuts,. 
and  other  fruits ;  and  an  entertainment  was 
provided  on  board  the  Batchelor  for  Several 
SpaniSh  gentlemen,  at  which  all  the  officers  of 
the  Several  Snips  were  preSent,  not  excepting 
captain  Rogers,  who  was  unable  to  go  on  board 
without  being  hoifted  up  and  down  in  a 
chair. 

In  the  morning  of  the  Sixteenth  Several  of 
the  officers  went  in  the  pinnace,  to  dine  with  the 
governor  on  fhore,  agreeable  to  an  invitation 
he   had    given  them.      On  their   landing   they 
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were  received  by  two  hundred  men  drawn  up 
in  arms,  and  the  clergy  and  other  principal 
people  of  the  ifland  attended  to  conduct  them 
to  the  governor's  houfe,  which,  eonfldering  its 
fituatioft,  is  a  very  noble  building. 

They  were  here  treated  with  the  utmoft 
friendfhip  and  refpefl:,  and  treated  with  ac  leaft 
fixty  different  difhes  •,  and  when  they  departed, 
were  faluted  with  a  vo'ley  of  fmall  arms.  In 
return  for  thefe  civilities  they  made  the  gover- 
nor a  prefent  of  twenty  yards  of  Icarlet  ferge, 
fix  pieces  of  cambrick,  and  two  negroe  boys 
dreffed  in  liveries. 

The  ifland  of  Guam  is  about  forty  leagues 
In  circumference  :  the  anchoring  place  is  on 
the  weft  fide,  and  about  the  middle  there  is 
a  large  cove  with  feveral  houfes,  built  in  the 
iriifh  fafhion,  with  accommodations  for  the 
Officers  and  crew  of  the  Acapulco  fliip  ;  the 
fettlement  here  having  been  made  on  purpofe 
for  that  fhip  to  rerrefh,  and  take  in  neceffaries 
in  her  paffage  to  Manila.  On  this,  and  the 
neighbouring  ifiands  are  about  three  hundred 
Spaniards,  who  have  converted  moft  of  the 
natives^  to  the  roman  catholic  religion. 

There  were  at  this  time  eight  priefts,  fix  of 
whom  kept  fchools,  belkies  performing  their 
offices  as  clergymen.  They  had  fchools  alfo 
taught  by  Mullattoes  and  Indians,  who  had 
attained  to  a  knowledge  ^of  the  Spanifh  lan- 
guage, which  is  underftood  by  moft  of  the 
natives.  This  ifland,  which  is  full  of  hills,  val- 
lies,  and  ftreams  of  good  water,  produces 
oranges,  lemons,  citrons,  mufk-meJons  and  wa- 
ter-melons, which  were  originally  brought  thi- 
ther by  the  Spaniards,  befides  the  bread-fruit, 
the  cocoa  nut,  and  other  fruits  natural  to  the 
foil  and  climate.  Of  the  exotics,  oranges  in  par- 
ti, ular  thrive  very  well. 

The  indigo  plant  grows  will  in  fuch  greit 
abundance,  that  if  the  people  had  coppers  to 
boil  it,  and  we:e  induftrious,  they  might  make 
great  quantities  of  this  valuable  article  of  com- 
merce •,  but  lying  lb  far  out  of  the  way  of  trade, 
they  make  no  ufe  of  it ;  nor  indeed  do  they  take 
much  pains  to  improve  any  thing  but  what  con- 
Qtes  to  their  prefent  fubfiftance. 
Money  is  little  ufed,  and  lb  lcarce  among 
them,  that  they  could  not  raife  a  thoufand  dol- 
lars, which  they  wanted  to  do,  in  order  to  pur- 
chafe  commodities  of  captain  Rogers.  They 
have  about  two  hundred  ibldiers,  who  receive 
their  pay  from  Manila  by  a  fmall  ihip  which 
arrives  once  a  year. 

This  fhip  brings  them  cloaths,  fugar,  rice 
and  liquor  •,  lb  that  moft  of  the  money  paid 
is  immediately  laid  out  in  thefe  necefiaries,  and 
the  fliip  takes  it  back  again  ;  but  of  late  they 
have  fown  rice  in  the  vallies,  and  made  fome 
other  improvements. 

They  have  plenty  of  cattle,  which  are  fmall, 
lean,  and  generally  white.     Their  hogs   make 
the  belt  pork  in  the  world,  on  account  of  their  | 
feeding  chiefly   on    the  bread-fruit    and  cocoa- 
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nuts  ;  and  if  the  Spaniards  were  not  extremely 
indolent,  they  might  have,  of  their  own  growth, 
moft  of  the  neceffaries  and  even  delicacies  of 
life. 

The  native  Indians  are  ftrong  and  tall,  and 
go  naked,  except  a  kind  of  clout  worn  by  the 
men,  and  a  fhort  petticoat  by  the  women,  round 
their  middle.  The  men  burn  fmall  lumps  of 
clay  of  an  oval  form,  till  they  are  as  hard  as 
marble,  which  they  are  extremely  dextrous  at 
flinging  •,  and  the  Spaniards  fay  that  they  fel- 
dom  mifs  hitting  a  mark,  and  throw  with  fuch 
force,  as  to  kill  a  man  at  a  confiderable  dil- 
tance. 

The  moft  remarkable  thing  on  the  ifland  is 
the  bread-fruit,  which  refembles  an  orange,  and 
when  ripe  is  about  three  times  as  big.  The 
leaves  are  of  a  brown  colour,  about  as  large, 
and  not  unlike  thole  of  the  fig-tree.  The  wind 
here  blows  conflantly  from  the  fouth-eaft,  ex- 
cept during  the  weftiv  monfoons,  which  Lift 
from  the  middle  of  June  to  the  middle  of  Au- 
guft. 

The  governor  Lvc's  on  the  north  fide  of  the 
ifland,  where  there  is  a  fmall  village  and  a  con- 
vent -,  and  this  is  the  chief  fettlement  of  the 
Spaniards  who  intermarry  with  the  natives ; 
and  at  the  time  the  conlbrt-fhips  were  there, 
there  were  not  above  four  Spanifh  women  on  the 
ifland. 

They  have  no  other  weapons  but  a  ftick  or 
lance,  which  is  made  of  the  heavieft  wood  that 
grows  on  the  ifland.  The  governor  made  cap- 
tain Rogers  a  prefent  of  one  of  their  flying 
proas,  which  the  Spaniards  laid  would  run 
twenty  leagues  in  an  hour :  this  account  was 
probably  exaggerated,  but  captain  Rogers  fays 
that  from  what  he  law  they  may  run  twenty- 
miles  or  more  in  that  fpace  of  time  ;  for  when 
the  natives  came  in  thefe  vcffcls  to  take  a  view* 
of  the  fhips,  they  paffed  by  them  like  a  bird 
that  was  flying.* 

They  got  under  fail  to  leave  the  ifland  of 
Guam,  on  the  twenty-firft  of  March,  hav- 
ing firft  taken  in  plenty  of  wood  and  wat:r, 
and  each  fhip  received  its  proportion  of  provi- 
fions,  which  in  that  commanded  by  captain 
Rogers  amounted  to  fixty  hogs,  fourteen  fmall 
bullocks,  ninety-nine  fowls,  twenty-four  bafkets 
of  Indian  corn,  forty-four  bafkets  of  yams, 
fourteen  bags  of  rice,  and  eight  hundred  cocoa- 
nuts. 

On  the  fourteenth  of  April,  being  in  twenty 
three  degrees  north  latitude,  they  came  fo  near 
to  three  water  fpouts,  that  one  of  them  had 
like  to  have  broke  over  the  Marquis  •,  but  it 
was  happily  difperfed  by  two  fhots  from  the 
Dutchefs. 

On  the  twenty-third  the  Marquis  and 
Batchelor  received  confiderable  damage  in  their 
rigging,  by  a  violent  ttorm  which  lafted  four 
or  five  days  ;  and  thefe  veffels  being  both  but 
indifferent  failers,  were  a  confiderable  hindrance 
to  the  voyage,  which  was  rendered  very  fatigu- 


of  this  and  the  other   Ladrone  ifiands,   will   be  found 
in  Anion's  Voyage. 
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ing  to  the  crew  of  the  Duke,  who  were  conti- 
nually obliged  to  ply  their  pumps,  on  account 
of  a  leak  on  board,  which,  at  prefent,  they  had 
no  opportunity  of  flopping. 

Having  coafted  for  feveral  days  along  the 
high  lands  of  New  Guinea,  they  on  the  twenty- 
fifth  of  May  made  Bouton,  to  which  ifiand  the 
Duke  and  Dutchefs  immediately  lent  their  pin- 
naces, which  foon  returned  with  plenty  of  cocoa- 
nuts,  and  reported,  that  tne  inhabitants,  who 
ipoke  the  Malayan  tongue,  were  very  civil  and 
hoipitable. 

At  this  time  they  endeavoured  in  vain  to  find 
ground  proper  to  anchor  in,  though  the  Duke 
founded  with  a  line  of  eighty  fathoms,  and  run 
her  boltfprit  almoft  on  fhore.  In  the  interim  the 
inhabitants  came  off  in  canoes,  bringing  with 
them,  fowls,  In  ian  corn,  cocoa-nuts,  pump- 
kins, &c.  which  they  trucked  for  goods  with 
the  failors. 

Captain  Rogers  fent  fome  of  his  officers  in  the 
yawl  and  pinnace  to  land,  where  the  king  and 
his  nobility  received  them  in  a  very  hofpitable 
manner,  and  promiled  that  they  fhould  be  fup- 
plied  with  fuch  necefiaries  as  the  place  afforded. 
His  majefty  and  all  his  attendants  were  bare- 
footed, and  had  r.o  other  covering  than  a  clcth 
wrapped  round  the  middle. 

After  founding  for  three  or  four  days,  as  they 
cruized  round  the  head-lands,  they  at  length  got 
anehoring  ground  in  between  thirty  and  forty 
fathoms  water,  and  the  Duke  and  Dutchefs 
came  to  their  moorings. 

About  this  time  the  Duke's  boat,  which  had 
been  fent  on  fhore,  returned  with  fome  Malay- 
ans in  a  canoe,  who,  by  prefents,  had  been  pre- 
vailed upon  to  come  on  board  ;  but  thefe  people 
were  of  no  ufe,  there  being  no  perfon  on  board 
who  could  underfiand  them  •,  and  captain  Dover 
who  had  a  linguift,  refilled  to  lend  him,  not- 
withftanding  the  evident  neceffity  of  the  cafe  ; 
neither  would  the  Malayans  be  prevailed  upon 
to  go  on  board  the  Batchelor,  fhe  being  in  dan- 
ger  of  running  en  the  fhcals,  though  captain 
Rogers  treated  them  with  lweetmcats  •,  but  on 
their  quitting  the  Duke,  they  made  figns,  point- 
ing to  the  land  which  lay  to  the  northward 
which  they  called  Bootoo. 

Captain  Dampier  having  formerly  been  thro' 
the  (freights  of  Bouton,  was  examined  reflecting 
his  knowledge  of  the  place,  but  he  feemed  to 
remember  very  little  of  it  :  however  on  the 
twenty-ninth  of  May,  it  was  agreed  to  fend  him, 
together  with  Mr.  Vanburgh,  Mr.  Connelly  and 
the  linguift,  bv  way  of  deputation  to  the  King, 
defiring  a  fupply  of  provifiens,  for  which  they 
would  very  readily  pay. 

The  king  received  thtfe  gentlemen  in  a  cour- 
teous manner,  and  he  feemed  pleafed  with  the 
iamples  which  they  fhewed  him  of  fuch  goods  as 
they  chofe  to  exchange  for  provifions  ;  and  was 
exceedingly  delighted  with  a  biihep's  mitre 
which  was  lent  him  as  a  prefent.  The  inhabi- 
tants now  began  to  flock  on  board,  bringing 
fowls,  Indian  corn,  and  cocoa-nuts,  to  exchange 
with  the  Englifh,  but  they  demanded  too  high 
a  price  for  them. 

On  the  firft  of  June,  Mr.  Dampier  returned 


from  the  town  in  the  pinnace,  bringing  a  myfte- 
rious  account  of  the  proceedings  on  fhore,  and 
a  fmall  quantity  of  provifions,  as  a  prefent  to 
the  captains  •,  but  the  two  other  officers  re- 
mained behind,  to  difpatch  what  they  could 
agree  for. 

Several  of  the  principal  inhabitants  with  a 
Portuguefe  linguift,  came  from  the  town  the  next 
day,  under  pretence  of  looking  at  the  goods  and 
carrying  famples  to  the  king  ;  but  captain  Ro- 
gers 2nd  the  reft  of  the  gentlemen  began  to  be 
afraid,  by  their  thus  trifling,  that  they  fhould 
get  nothing  of  them  at  laft,  and  therefore  fent 
theDutchefs's  pinnace  to  hurry  away  the  officers 
as  faft  as  poffible,  with  what  provifions  they  had 
got. 

The  country  people  had  pretty  well  fiipplied 
them  with  provifions  by  the  fourth  of  June,  and 
therefore  they  were  determined  to  wafte  no  n 
time   in    that   place,   but   fail    immediately  for 
Batavia. 

On  the  fifth,  .Mr.  Conneliv  returned  in  the 
pinnace,  and  informed  them  that  the  King  was 
for  compelling  them  to  take  a  quantity  of  pro- 
vifions at  an  exorbitant  price,  and  for  detaining 
Mr.  Vanburgh  till  the  money  was  paid.  The 
fame  day  feveral  of  the  nobility  came  on  board 
with  four  lafts  of  rice,  and  a  cask  of  arrack, 
which  was  immediately  agreed  for;  and,  asfe<  n 
as  they  were  departed,  the  Portuguefe  linguift 
came  to  difpofe  of  fome  provifions  of  his  own  ; 
but  as  he  brought  no  news  of  the  Englifh  on 
fhore,  a  fufpicion  began  to  arife  that  fome  mif- 
chief  was  intended  -,  whereupon  they  determined 
to  keep  him  till  the  boat  returned  ;  and  they 
the  rather  chofe  to  fix  en  him,  as  he  was  of  fuch 
ufe  to  the  king,  in  all  commercial  matters,  that 
he  could  not  poffiblv  fpare  him  -,  but  the  Por- 
tuguefe being  apprehenfive  of  their  rfefign,  got 
out  of  the  fhip  into  his  own  canoe,  and  rowed 
away  as  faft  as  poffible  ;  but  he  was  foon  over- 
taken by  the  yawl ;  en  which  all  the  people  who 
worked  in  the  canoe,  jumped  into  the  lea,  but 
they  were  taken  up  by  the  Du'chefs's  pinnace, 
and  the  linguift  was  encemore  broughton  board, 
where  finding  himfelf  likely  to  be  detained,  he 
difpatched  his  cance  to  the  King,  defiring 
that  the  Englifh  might  be  immediately  difmil- 
fed. 

Upon  this  Mr.  Vanburgh  and  the  failors  with 
him  came  on  board  en  the  leventh,  having  part- 
ed with  the  king  in  a  very  friendly  manner  ; 
but  he  could  not  prevail  upon  his  majefty  to 
furnifh  them  with  a  pilot  to  conduct  them  thro' 
the  ftreights,  at  any  rate.  On  Mr.  Vanburgh's 
coming  on  board  the  linguift  was  immediately 
difmified. 

The  ifiand  of  Bouton  is  near  thirty  leagues 
in  length,  and  is  fituated  in  five  degrees  twenty 
minutes  fouth  latitude. .  The  inhabitants  fay 
that  all  the  adjacent  illands  are  fubjeft  to  their 
king,  who  can  raife  fifty  thoufand  men.  They 
are  well  made  people,  of  the  fmallifh  middle fize, 
have  very  indifferent  features  and  a  dark  olive 
complexion.  They  fpeak  the  Malayan  lan- 
guage, and  profefs  the  Mahometan  religion,  of 
which,  however  they  know  very  little,  except 
bathing,  abftaining  from  fwine's  flefh,  and  hav- 
ing 
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ing  a  number  of  wives.  The  only  fpice  pro- 
duced on  this  ifland  is  a  few  nutmegs  ;  and  the 
inhabitants  are  not  afraid  of  the  Dutch,  againft 
whom  their  poverty  is  a  fufficient  fecurity. 

They  weighed  anchor  from  the  ifland  of  Bou- 
ton,  on  the  eighth  of  June,  and  the  next  day 
came  up  with  a  vefTel  bound  for  MaccafTarts, 
a  dutch  fettlement  on  the  fouth  part  of  Celebes. 
The  mailer,  who  was  a  Malayan,  promiled  to 
pilot  them  not  only  through  the  ftreights,  but 
even  to  Batavia,  for  a  fmall  gratuity,  provided 
it  was  kept  iecret  from  the  Dutch ;  and  the 
captain  readily  agreed  to  his  demands,  this  being 
a  happy  incident  in  their  favour,  as  thereby  they 
avoided  feveral  dangerous  fhoals,  the  fhunning 
of  which  properly,  is  belt  known  to  the  Holland 
traders. 

On  the  feventeenth  they  hailed  a  Dutch  fhip 
of  fix  hundred  tons,  and  fifty  guns,  by  whom 
they  were  informed  that  prince  George  of  Den- 
mark was  dead.,  and  that  the  powers  of  Europe 
were  ftill  at  war. 

On  the  twentieth  they  entered  the  road  of 
Batavia,  and  came  to  an  anchor  in  about  fix  fa- 
thom water  among  upwards  of  thirty  fail  of 
fhips. 

On  the  twenty-fecond,  the  captains  waited  on 
the  p-overnor,  who  having  examined  and  ap- 
proved of  their  commiffion  as  private  fhips  of 
war,  promiled  them  all  polTible  affifbance,  but 
was  not  over  lcrupulous  in  keeping  his  word  ; 
for  it  was  a  confiderable  time  before  they  could 
obtain  leave  to  careen  their  veffels  :  but  at 
length,  on  the  twenty-third  of  July,  they  hove 
down  upon  Horn  ifland. 

They  were  obliged  to  buy  their  provifions  at 
moil  extravagant  prices,  and  though  their  hav- 
ing an  audience  with  the  governor  was  necelfary 
on  feveral  occafions,  they  could  never  obtain  it 
without  bribing  his  guards  and  fecretary,  nor 
was  it  always  that  even  this  method  was  effica- 
and  indeed   this   is  the  cafe  at  almofl  all 
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the  Dutch  fettlements,  where  the  chief  people 
treat  the  captains  of  the  Englifh  fhips  as  enemies, 
while  they  receive  them  with  all  the  outward  ap- 
pearance of  friendfhip. 

Horn  ifland  being  a  very  inconvenient  place 
,  to  careen  at,  the  commanders  petitioned  the  go- 
vernor for  leave  to  perform  that  bufinefs  at  Un- 
herft,  which  is  the  place  where  the  Dutch  careen 
their  veffels  ;  but  this  was  a  favour  they  could 
not  on  any  terms  obtain,  nor  even  the  affiftance 
of  the  Dutch  carpenters,  fo  that  they  were  com- 
pelled to  employ  eight  or  ten  Malayan  carpen- 
ters. 

That  the  Dutch  government  might  complete 
their  opprefiive  mealures  •,  they  abfblutely  forbad 
any  or  their  people  to  purchale  the  Marquis, 
which  the  captains  had  agreed  to  fell  ;  fo  that 
,  they  were  obliged  to  part  with  her  to  the  firfl 
Englifh  bidder,  who  happened  to  be  captain 
Opey,  of  the  Oley  frigate  from  London  ;  who 


bought  her  at  the  low  price  of  five  hundred  and 
feventy-five  Dutch  dollars. 

During  the  time  they  flaid  at  Batavia,  cap- 
tain Rogers,  who  recovered  his  health  but 
very  flowly,  had  a  mufket  fhot  cut  out  of  his 
cheek,  which  the  furgeon  had  hitherto  miftaken 
for  a  piece  of  his  broken-jaw,  and  had  alio  feve- 
ral fplinters  extracted  from  his  heel. 

Several  of  the  men  were  here  carried  off  by 
fluxes,  which  the  water  of  this  ifland  is  apt 
to  occafion  •,  and  yet  they  took  care  to  correct 
its  ill  qualities  with  a  fufficient  quantity  of 
arrack  and  fugar,  the  laft  article  of  which  they 
purchafed  at  one  penny  per  pound,  and  the 
other  at  eight  pence  the  gallon.  The  officers; 
and  men  having  fupplied  themfelves  with  fuch 
neceflaries  as  they  wanted,  and  a  proper  flock 
of  provifions  being  laid  in,  they  left  Batavia 
on  the  twelfth  of  October,  and  failed  for  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

On  the  feventeenth,  having  taken  in  wood 
and  water  at  Java  head,  within  Princes  ifland, 
they  proceeded  on  their  voyage,  and  came  to  an 
anchor  in  the  Cape  harbour,  on  the  twenty-eighth 
of  December.  The  Englifh  fainted  the  Dutch 
fort  with  nine  guns  ;  which  compliment  was 
returned  with  feven.  At  this  place  they  waited 
for  the  convoy  of  the  Dutch  fleet  to  Europe  till 
the  beginning  of  April,  and  though  Captain 
Rogers  ftrongly  oppofed  this  delay,  a  ma- 
jority of  the  committee  of  officers  carried  it  a- 
gainfl  him. 

On  the  fifth  of  April  the  Dutch  admiral  hoift- 
ed  a  blue  flag,  and  loofened  his  fore-top-fail, 
as  a  fignal  to  unmoor ;  and  the  next  day  the 
whole  fleet,  confifting  of  fixteen  Dutch  and  nine 
Englifh  fhips,  failed  with  a  frefli  breeze  at  fouth 
fourh-eafl. 

Captain  Rogers  remarks  that  during  the 
whole  voyage  from  the  Cape  to  Holland,  the 
moft  exact  difcipline  was  obferved  by  the  fleet, 
and  the  utmoft  refpect  paid  to  the  admiral, 
though  he  only  commanded  a  trading  vefTel, 
which  had  been  to  the  Eafl-Indies  on  the  Dutch 
Eafl  India  company's  account. 

This  admiral  is  reprefented  as  a  man  of  great 
abilities  and  good  nature,  and  particularly  re- 
fpectful  to  the  Englifh,  frequently  entertaining 
the  captains  on  board  his  own  fhip. 

On  the  twenty- third  of  July  they  arrived  in  the 
Texel,  on  which  the  Dutch  fired  all  their  guns, 
and  the  Englifh  complimented  the  Admiral  with 
feveral  rounds  of  cannon.  In  the  afternoon  of 
the  twenty-fourth  captain  Rogers  went  up  to 
Amflerdam  to  buy  provifions  for  the  fhip,  and 
tranfact  other  neceffary  bufinefs. 

They  failed  from  the  Texel  on  the  twenty- 
fecond  of  September,  and  on  the  fecond  of 
October  1 711,  came  to  their  moorings  in  the 
downs,  where  fome  of  their  owners  came  on 
board  to  congratulate  them  on  their  fafe  ar- 
rival. 
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(From  an  Authentic  Journal.) 


CHAPTER     I. 

The  reafon  of  undertaking  this  voyage  ;  copy  of  the  emperor  s  permifjicn,  which  is  ?iot  ufed; 
rules  for  the  voyage  ;  the  flips  fail  from  Plymouth  ;  are  Jeperated  in  a  form  ;  Clip- 
pcrton  fails  to  the  Canaries ;  defcription  of  thofe  ijlands  ;  arrives  at  the  Cape  de  Verd 
IJlands,  which  are  defcribcd ;  fails  to  the  freights  of  Magellan  ;  they  arrive  at  Juan  Fer- 
nandez ■,  they  fail  from  thence,  and  take  fever al  prizes,  one  of  which  efcapes  and  alarms 
the  coafl. 


ABOUT  the  beginning  of  the  year 
17 1 8,  fome  Englifh  merchants,  forefee- 
ing  that  it  could  not  be  long  before  there 
■would  be  a  war  between  England  and  Spain,  refolv- 
ed  to  fit  out  two  fhips  for  the  fouth  feas,  in  hopes 
that  they  might  make  as  fuccefsful  a  voyage  as 
the  Duke  and  Dutchels  had  done,  under  the 
command  of  captain  Rogers.  Two  fhips  were 
accordingly  provided,  one  called  the  Speedwell 
and  the  other  the  Succtis  •,  but  as  the  war  be- 
tween the  two  crowns,  did  not  break  out  fo  foon 
as  was  expected,  it  was  thought  proper  to  have 
his  imperial  majefty's  commiflion.  This  being 
determined  on,  the  proprietors  made  choice  of 
Eajfl  George  Sheivocke,  to  command  the 
Expedition.  This  gentleman  had  been  a  lieu- 
tenant in  the  royal  navy,  had  the  character  of 
being  a  good  officer,  and  was  univerfally  ef- 
teemed  an  accomplished  feaman.  He  was  a 
man  of"  coniidcrable  abilities,  had  great  volu- 
bility of  fpeech,  and  a  very  winning  addrefs. 
His  inftructions  were  to  proceed  with  the  Speed- 
well, then  commanded  by  captain  Robert  Mit- 
chell to  Oflend  ;  there  to  wait  for  the  em- 
peror's commiflion,  and  to  receive  his  Elemifh 
officers  on  board  the  fhip,  together  with  as  much 
wine  and  brandy  as  might  be  neceJTary  for  both 
ihips  during  the  voyage. 

Captain  Sheivocke  failed  to  execute  this  part 
of  his  commiflion,  in  the  month  of  November 
1718,  and  to  ihew  the  greater  refpeft  to  the  im- 
perial court,  it  was  refolved  to  change  the 
names  of  the  fnips  ;  whereupon  the  larger  was 
was  called  the  Prince  Eugene,  and  the  latter 
the  Starenberg,  after  Count  Starenberg,  who 
was  then  prime  minifter  to  his  imperial  majefty. 
Captain    Sheivocke  was  ordered    to   take  on 


board  fixty  Flemifh  Tailors,  under  three  officers? 
and  when  he  had  got  his  commiflion  to  pro- 
ceed directly  for  the  Downs,  to  meet  the  other 
fhip,  which  had  been  fitted  and  manned  in  the 
Thames. 

He  was  likewife  inftructed,  to  make  no  fhew 
or  parade,  by  hoifting  colours,  giving  enter- 
tainments, inviting  ftrangers  aboard,  or  doing 
any  tiling  that  might  give  inquihtive  people  an 
opportunity  of  learning  the  ftrength  of  the  fhip, 
or  prying  into  the  defign  of  the  voyage  ■,  but  it 
appears  that  Sheivocke,  coniidering  his  power 
as  difcretionary,  did  noc  properly  obey  the  or- 
ders he  had  received,  and  at  length  failed  for 
the  Downs,  with  ninety  Flemings,  and  fix  offi- 
cers on  board,  where  he  found  the  other  fhip, 
which  had  been  waiting  for  him  a  confiderabie 
time. 

His  having  flayed  much  longer  than  was 
expected,  created  fome  uneafinefs,  feveral  of 
his  owners  having  waited  fome  days  at  Deal  in 
expectation  of  him  :  but  difputes  quickly  grew 
very  high,  when  it  was  found  that  the  Flemifh 
ieamen,  confiding  in  their  numbers,  and  fonei 
of  being  commanded  by  their  own  officers,  be- 
haved in  fuch  a  manner,  that  the  Englifh  knew 
not  how  to  act  with  them  :  and  as  there  was 
conftantly  a  mixed  command,  at  length  the 
whole  fhips  crew  was  in  a  flame ;  and  the 
owners  faw  that  to  fend  out  a  mixed  company 
of  Englifhmen  and  Flemings,  to  cruize  with 
fuccefs  againft  the  Spaniards,  was  an  impractica- 
ble thing  •,  fo  that  they  found  themfelves  obliged 
to  lay  afide  all  thoughts  of  proceeding  under 
the  Emperor's  commiflion,  which  was,  indeed, 
no  longer  neceflary,  as  the  war  between  Great 
Britain  and  Spain  was.  by  this  time  begun. 

It 
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It  was  therefore  refolved  to  procure  the  King 
of  England's  commiffion,  and  to  fend  back  all 
the  men  and  officers  to  Flanders,  paying  their 
charges,  and  allowing  two  months  wages  to 
the  men  •,  a  refolution  which  was  immediately 
put  in  execution. 

But  before  we  proceed  it  may  be  proper  to 
give  our  readers  a  fight  of  the  emperor's  commif- 
iion,  not  only  as  it  is  in  itielf  a  curiofity  in 
point  of  ftile,  but  as  it  is  faid  to  be  the  only 
one  of  the  kind,  that  was  ever  procured  by  Britifh 
fubjects. 

A  Tranflation  of  the  Imperial  Commiffion. 

"  Charles  VI.  by  the  grace  of  God,  Em- 
"  pcror  of  the  Romans,  always  Auguft  •,  King 
"  of  Germany,  Caftile,  Leon,  Arragon,  Na- 
"  pies,  Sicily,  Jerulalem,  Hungary,  Bohemia, 
"  Dalmatia,  Croatia,  Navarre,  Granada,  To- 
<;  ledo,  Valentia,  Galicia,  the  Balearic  Iflands, 
"  Seville,  Sardinia,  Corduba,  Corfica,  Mur- 
"  cii,  Juan  Algarve,  Algier,  Gibralter,  the 
*'  Canary  Iflands,  alfo  of  the  Eaft  Indies,  the  I- 
"  Hands  and  Foreign  Lands  of  the  Weitern  Sea, 
"  &c.  Arch-Duke  of  Auftria;  Duke  of  Bur- 
"  gundy,  Brabant,  Milan,  Stiria,  Carinthia, 
"  Carniola,  Luxemberg,  Wirtembergh,  the 
"  Upper  and  Lower  Sileiia,  Athens,  and  Nea- 
"  patita  i  Prince  of  Suabia  ;  Marquis  of  the 
"  facred  Roman  Empire,  Burgau,  and  Mora- 
"  via-,  Earl  of  Hablburgh,  Flanders,  Tyrol, 
"  Barcelona,  &c. 

"  We  make  known  and  teftify  to  all  the 
"  world,  by  the  tenor  of  thefe  preients,  that  of 
"  our  own  motion,  and  from  the  fulnefs  of  our 
"  power,  we  have  allowed  and  granted  our  im- 
"  perial  permiffion,  and  free  liberty,  to  the 
"  raithfuL,  and  (of  us)  moll  deferving  man, 
"  George  Shelvocke,  upon  a  certain  and  expe- 
"  rienced  opinion  of  his  honefty,  confirmed  by 
"  a  long  fe lies  of  good  actions,  to  prepare  and 
"  fit  out  for  war,  the  fhip  called  the  Prince 
"  Eugene,  able  to  carry  thirty  guns,  or  there - 
"  abouts,  aiid  to  fail  with  her,  well  fitted  and 
"  furniihed  with  arms,  through  any  feas  far  and 
"  wide,  to  follow  and  puriue  any  fuch  as  are 
"  the  enemies  of  our  molt  Auguft  Houfe,  but 
"  chiefly  the  enemies  of  the  Chriltian  name, 
"  and  to  take  and  feize  their  fhips,  to  the  end 
"  that  our  fubjects,  and  our  fhores,  may  be 
"  freed  from  the  incurfions  of  the  Turks,  and 
"  be  rendered  fafe  from  all  enemies ;  or  that 
"  our  enemies  may  be  punifhed  for  their  info 
"  lence,  fhould  they  offer  any  injury  to  our  do- 
"  minions  or  fubjects. 

"  But  we  have  not  otherwife  granted  and  al- 
"  lowed  this  power  and  Csefarean  permiffion  to 
"  the  aforelaid  George  Shelvocke,  than  upon 
"  condition  that  he  fuffer  the  aforenamed  fhip, 
"  with  all  the  effects  wherewith  fhe  is  laden,  to 
"  be  eftimated  and  valued  by  our  General  Archi- 
"  thalaffic  College,  commonly  called  the  Office 
u  of  Admiralty  of  the  Spanifh  Flanders;  and  that 
"  he  fit  out  and  furnilh  the  laid  fhip  for  war, 
"  by  order  and  appointment  of  the  faid  office 
'  or  Admiralty  •,  and  alfo  give  the  proper  fe- 
"  curity,  and  take  the  ufual  oath  required  by 


"  the  faid  office,  or  to  whomfoever  the  Admi- 
"  ralty  fhall  authorize  and  impower,  by  order 
"  of  our  governor,  or  our  plenipotentiary  in 
"  Flanders,  viz.  that  he  is  the  true  commander1 

"  of  the  fhip  ;  and  that  he  will  exactly  obferve 
"  our  orders  and  rules  relating  to  naval  affairs 
"  and  holtilities  ■,  and  take  care  they  be  invio- 
"  lably  obferved  by  the  feamen,  and  fuch  as 
"  fail  with  him. 

"  Likewife,  that  a  lift  or  catalogue  be  made, 
"  in  which  the  names  and  firnames  of  the  per-* 
"  fons  who  ferve  in  the  faid  fhip,  with  their 
"  birth,  country  and  habitation,  be  clearly  ex- 
"  preffed,  that  the  commerce  of  our  fubje>£t9 
"  own  confederates  fhall  not  be  difturbed,  or 
"  any  ways  hindered  ;  that  the  fhips  taken  from 
"  the  enemy  fhall  not  be  funk  in  the  fea,  nor 
"  the  prifoners  fet  on  fhore,  or  difperfed  on 
"  iflands,  or  diftant  or  remote  countries,  to 
"  hide  and  conceal  the  nature  of  their  booty. 

"  That  no  cheits,  boxes  or  trunks,  which 
"  fhall  be  found  in  the  fhip,  when  taken,  fhall 
"  be  opened,  or  any  part  of  the  prize  goods  ta- 
"  ken  away,  moved  or  clandettinely  fold. 

"  Laftly,  that  he  ufe  his  beft  endeavours 
"  to  procure  the  writings  and  proofs,  relating  to 
"  the  goods  aboard  the  prize  fhips,  that  the 
"  action  and  feizures  may  be  approved  by  the 
"  officers  of  the  Admiralty  above-mentioned, 
"  to  which  officers  he  is  to  deliver  thofe  proofs 
"  together  with  the  prize  ;  and  alfo  to  acquaint 
•'  them  with  the  day,  hour,  and  place  of  the 
"  fea,  in  which  the  fhip  was  taken. 

"  But  if  he  fhould  be  compelled  by  ftrefs  of 
"  weather,  or  enemies,  to  make  into  another 
"  port,  he  muft  inform  the  above-mentioned 
"  Office  of  Admiralty  of  all  thefe  things  ;  and, 
"  by  the  direction  and  appointment  of  the  fame, 
"  pay  the  tenth  part  of  the  value  of  the  prize, 
"  the  expences  in  unloading  the  goods,  and 
"  warehoufe-room  being  firft  deducted. 

"  Upon  thefe  conditions  we  do  allow  and 
"  grant,  to  the  above-named  captain  George 
"  Shelvocke,  the  free  ufe  of  our  Caffarean  and 
"  imperial  flag,  arms,  and  enfign  :  and  we  com- 
"  mand  our  generals,  governors,  and  chief  com- 
"  manders,  by  fea  or  land,  and  all  the  officers  and 
"  attendants  of  our  ports,  (and  we  alfo  defire 
"  of  the  governors,  commanders  and  atten- 
"  dants,  and  officers  of  our  allies,  and  neutral 
'•  princes,)  that  they  kindly  receive  the  laid 
"  captain  George  Shelvocke  into  the  ports  or 
"  ftations  of  their  jurifdictions,  protect  him 
"  with  their  patronage,  and  allow  and  permit 
"  him  freely  to  fail,  pals  and  repafs,  and  act  in 
"  an  hoftile  manner  againft  our  enemies,  under 
"  the  limitations  above-mentioned  ;  for  we 
"  think  it  expedient  for  our  imperial  fervice  •, 
"  nor  fhall  we  act  otherwife  towards  the  fub- 
"  jects,  or  any  commanders  of  fhips  of  our  al- 
"  lies,  or  neutral  princes,  but  treat  them  witli 
"  the  fame  favour  and  protection. 

"  In  teftimony  of  which,  we  have  ordered 
"  and  commanded  thefe  prefents,  fubferibed  by 
"  our  own  hand,  and  authorized  by  the  feal  of 
"  our  imperial  arms,  and  under-written  by 
"  Ramundus  a  Vilina  Perlas,  marquis  of  Rialp, 
"  our  fecretary  of  ftate,  as  ufual  to  be  made. 

"  Given 
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"  Given  in  our  city  of  Vienna,  1 6th  July, 
"  A.  D.  1 718,  of  our  government  of  the 
"  Empire  5.  of  Spain  13.  of  Bohemia  and 
"  Hungaria  5. 

"  Charles." 

"  The  faid  captain  George  Shelvocke  may 
"  make  ufe  of  this  imperial  commifiion  in  war- 
"  ring  againft  the  Spaniards,  and  any  fubjects 
"  of  the  pofTeflbr  of  that  crown  ;  but  not  a- 
"  gainft  any  other  power,  though  even  enemies 
"  to  the  chriftian  name,  on  either  fide  of  the 
"  equinoctial  line,  nor  do  them  the  leaft  in- 
"  jury. 

"  Done  at  Bruffels,  the  28th  of  September, 
"   1718, 

"    CASTIt-LON." 

When  the  owners  had  obtained  the  defired 
commifiion  from  King  George  the  firft,  they 
determined  that  their  fhips  fhould  be  called  by 
their  old  names,  the  Succefs  and  Speedwell  ; 
and  that  captain  Shelvocke,  who  had  been  hi- 
therto confidered  as  principal,  fhould  be  only 
fecond  in  command. 

This  ciixumftance  was  fuppofed  to  be  owing 
partly  to  foine  impropriety  in  his  conduct,  when 
he  went  to  obtain  the  Emperor's  commifiion  ; 
and  partly  to  fome  change  in  the  circumftances 
of  affairs,  which  rendered  it  neceffary  that  the 
commander  in  chief  fiiould  have  a  perfect  know- 
ledge of  the  South  Seas.  The  perfon  therefore 
who  was  preferred  to  captain  Shelvocke,  was 
captain  John  Clipperton,  who  had  ferved  under 
captain  Dampier,  in  the  capacity  of  a  mate. 

Captain  Clipperton  was  born  at  Yarmouth, 
in  the  countv  of  Norfolk  -,  and  his  relations  be- 
ing moft  of  them  feafaring  people,  he  was  bred 
a  iailor  from  his  infancy  ;  and  having  failed  in 
all  kinds  of  veffels  to  moft  parts  of  Europe,  once 
to  the  Weft  Indies,  and  once  round  the  world, 
he  had  by  that  means  gained  fo  much  experience 
as  to  be  efteemed  one  of  the  beft  naval  officers 
then  in  Great  Britain. 

He  was  a  blunt  rough  failor,  had  a  ftrict  re- 
gard to  what  he  confidered  as  his  duty,  was  a 
man  of  honcft  principles,  and  of  a  very  humane 
dilpofition.  His  circumftances  were  but  indif- 
ferent, which  induced  him  to  undertake  this 
voyage,  for  the  benefit  of  his  family,  which,  in 
the  mean  time,  he  left  in  Ireland. 

The  command  of  the  Succefs  was  given  to 
captain  Clipperton,  and  captain  Shelvocke  was 
appointed  to  command  the  Speedwell,  having 
under  him,  as  fecond  captain,  Mr.  Simon  Hat- 
ley,  the  fame  perfon  whom  captain  Woodes 
Rogers  loft  among  the  Gallapagos  ifiands,  and 
who  was  a  prifoner  among  the  Spaniards  for  a 
confiderable  time  afterwards. 

The  inftructions  the  captains  received,  were 
to  proceed  immediately  to  Plymouth  ;  and  to 
fail  from  thence  with  the  firft  fair  wind  for  Cape 
Horn,  or  the  ftreights  of  Magellan,  and  then, 
either  to  double  the  Cape,  or  pafs  through  the 
ftreights,  as  fhould  be  moft  convenient.  Then 
to  fail  into  the  South  Seas,  cruife  on  the  coafts 
of  Chili,   Peru  and   Mexico,  and  endeavour  to 


meet  the  Acapulco  fhip.  To  be  careful  above 
all  things  not  to  feparate  from  each  other  ;  to 
undertake  nothing  of  importance  without  hold- 
ing a  council  of  officers,  ftating  the  queftion  in 
writing  that  was  to  be  debated,  drawing  up  the 
refolution,  with  the  reafons  upon  which  it  was 
grounded,  in  concife  terms,  and  obliging  eveiy 
officer  prefent  to  fign  it.  They  were  alio  to  call 
a  council  in  the  fame  manner,  as  foon  as  pofiible 
after  any  action  had  happened,  or  any  prize  of 
conlcquence  been  taken,  in  which  the  conduct 
of  the  officers  concerned  might  be  examined,  and 
a  true  judgment  of  it  immediately  pafied,  which 
was  to  be  fubferibed  by  the  perlons  affifting  at 
the  council. 

That  the  captains  might  net  be  at  a  lofs  for 
precedents,  the  proprietors  prefented  each  of 
them  with  captain  Rogers's  account  of  his  voy- 
age :  but  all  theie  precautions  proved  in  a  great 
mealure  ufelefs  ;  and  this  expedition  wore  an 
unfortunate  afpect  from  the  beginning.  The 
fhips  were  obliged  to  remain  three  months  at 
Plymouth,  waiting  for  a  wind  ;  during  which 
time  all  things  fell  into  confulion,  and  factions 
were  formed  in  which  the  crews  of  both  fhips 
were  involved  from  the  captains  down  to  the 
cabin  boys ;  fo  that  every  poft  carried  up  com- 
plaints to  the  proprieters,  and  brought  down  in- 
ftructions, reproofs,  and  exhortations  to  har- 
mony and  concord.  It  is  in  fome  meafure  ne- 
ceffary to  premife  thefe  matters  for  the  right 
underftanding  of  what  follows. 

At  length,  on  the  thirteenth  of  February  17 19, 
the  Succefs,  captain  Clipperton,  sr.d  the  Speed- 
well, captain  Shelvocke,  failed  from  Plymouth 
with  a  fair  wind,  but  the  whole  ftock  of  wine, 
brandy  and  other  liquors  for  the  ufe  of  both 
fhips,  was  ftill  on  board  the  Speedwell  ;  and 
how  fatal  a  miftake  it  was,  not  to  divide  it  be- 
fore this  time,  will  loon  appear. 

On  the  fifteenth  they  had  fqually  weather 
with  rain  -,  and  in  the  evening  they  unbent 
their  beft  and  fmalleft  bowers  in  the  Succcis, 
flowed  their  anchors,  and  found  themfelvcs 
often  obliged  to  fiiorten  fail  for  the  Speedwell. 
Captain  Shelvocke  tell  us  that  he  came  this  day 
under  the  Lee  of  the  Succefs,  and  complained  to 
Captain  Clipperton  of  the  cranknefs  of  his  fhip, 
which  proceeded  from  their  having  too  much 
weight  aloft  •,  and  therefore  defired  him  to  fend 
for  his  wine  and  brandy,  which  would  give 
him  (Shelvocke)  an  opportunity  of  ftriking 
down  fome  of  his  guns  into  the  hold,  which 
would  have  enableei  him  to  have  failed  much 
better  than  he  did  ;  but  this  was  not  done, 
which  if  it  is  a  proof  of  Captain  Clipperton's 
negligence,  is  alio  a  proof  that  he  had  no 
fulpicion  of  Shelvocke's  leaving  him,  and  that, 
on  his  part,  he  had  no  intention  to  defert  the 
Speedwell. 

Between  nine  and  ten  o'clock  at  night  on  the 
nineteenth,  there  arofe  fo  violent  a  ftorm  as 
obliged  both  fhips  to  take  in  their  top-fails. 
The  gale  increafinc-  the  Succefs  made  a  fio-nai 
for  the  Speedwell  to  bring  to,  which  Shel- 
vocke readily  obeyed,  and  by  feven  o'clock 
botli    fhips  were    under  bare   poles,    nor    able 

to 
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to.,  fuffer    one  knot    of  canvas   all   the  night 
through. 

On  the  twentieth,  about  two  in  the  afternoon, 
the  florin  abated,  when  Clipperton  made  fail, 
fleering  fouth  and  by  eaft,  whereas  Shelvocke, 
according  to  his  own  account,  flood  away  to 
the  noi.ii  weft,  fo  th.it  from  this  day,  they 
never  law  each  other  till  they  met  by  accident 
in  the  South  Seas.  Here  then  properly  begins 
the  hiftory  of  Captain  Clipperton's  voyage  round 
the  world  in  the  Succefs. 

As  his  confort  had  now  left  him,  Captain 
Clipperton,  who  was  but  indifferently  provid- 
ed, was  obliged  to  take  upon  him  a  difcre- 
tionary  power  of  difpenfing,  in  fome  refpects, 
i  his  inftructions  ■,  but  this  he  did  but  very 
ill. lorn  and  with  great  caution. 

The  Canaries  being  the  firft  place  appointed 
for  a  rendezvous,  he  failed  thither  with  Such  ex- 
pedition  that  he  arrived  there   on  the  fifth  of 
Fch,  and   having   taken  en  board  fome  re- 
hments,    he  continued  agreeable  to  his  in- 
ftructions  to  cruize  in  that  ltation  for  ten  days, 
in   hopes  of  feeing   his  confort  •,  but  being  dil- 
appointed,  he  determined  to  continue  his  voyage, 
lcaft    he   fhould  mils   her  at  the  next  place   of 
rendezvous,  which  was  the  Cape  de  Verd  Iflands, 
and  accordingly  he  left  Gomera  on  the  fifteenth, 
in  order  to  be  early  at  his  next  ftation. 

Thefe  iflands,  which  from  their  fertility,  and 
the  temperature  of  the  air,  the  antients  call- 
ed the  Fortunate  Iflands,  having  been  difcover- 
thc  Spaniards  in  the  Year  1402,  they 
called  them  the  Canaries,  orlflands  of  Dogs,  from 
the  number  of  thofe  creatures  which  they  found 
there.  They  are  feven  in  number,  Lancerota, 
Forte  Ventura,  Teneriff,  Gomera,  Hiero  or 
Ferro,  Palma,  and  the  Great  Canary. 

The  Great  Canary,  which  is  at  a  confiderable 
diftance  from  the  others,  is  the  refidence  of 
the  bifhop,  and  fuppofed  to  contain  nine  thou- 
iand  inhabitants.  Here  alio  is  the  inquifition, 
and  the  council  royal,  which  governs  all  the 
feven  iflands. 

On  the  illand  of  Teneriff  there  is  a  moun- 
tain called  the  Peak  of  Teneriff,  fuppofed  to 
be  the  higheft  in  the  world ;  which  may 
be  diftinccly  feen  at  the  diftance   of  lixty  lea- 
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There  is  no  travelling  to  the  top  of  it  but 
in  the  months  of  July  and  Auguft,  becaufe  it 
is  covered  wicli  mow  during  the  reft  of  the 
year,  though  there  is  none  to  be  feen  on 
other  parts  of  that  ifland,  nor  on  the  other  fix, 
during  any  time  of  the  year. 

It  is  laid  to  be  three  days  journey  to 
the  top  of  it,  from  whence  the  reft  of  the 
iflands  may  be  diftinctly  feen,  though  fome  of 
them  are  not  lefs  than  a  hundred  miles  diftant 
from  it. 

Hiero  or  Ferro,  is  one  of  the  largeft  of  the 
iflands,  but  very  barren,  and  fo  diy  that  there 
is  not  a  drop  of  frefh  water  to  be  found  on  it, 
except  in  fome  places  near  the  fea  fide,  from 
whence  it  is  both  troublefome  and  dangerous 
to  fetch  it,  but  this  inconvenience  is  amply 
made  amends  for  by  providence,  and  the  inha- 
le 10.  .  Ff 


bitants  are  fupplied  with  water  in  the  following 
manner :  All  over  the  ifland  there  grows  a  tree 
which  is  extremely  thick  of  branches,  and  the 
leaves- of  which  are  long  and  narrow,  and  main- 
tain a  perpetual  verdtire.  Over  this  tree  al- 
ways hangs  a  little  cloud,  which  wets  the  leaves 
with  its  dew,  fo  that  a  fine  clear  water  diftils  from 
them  into  little  pails  which  the  inhabitants  fet 
to  catch  it.  This  water  falls  in  fuch  quantities 
that  it  not  only  abundantly  fupplies  the  ne- 
ceflities  of  the  people,  but  is  fufficient  alfo  for 
the  cattle. 

The  Canaries  in  general  are  very  fertile,  and 
abound  with  all  forts  of  provifions.  They  afford 
great  plenty  of  cattle,  corn,  honey,  wax,  fugar, 
cheefe  and  fkins.  The  wine  of  thefe  iflands, 
which  is  ftrong  and  pleafaht,  is  carried  into  all 
parts  of  the  world. 

On  the  twenty-firft  of  March  in  the  evening, 
they  faw  St.  Vincent,  one  of  the  Cape  de  Verd 
iflands,  and  the  next  morning  anchored  in  the 
bay,  where  they  found  a  French  merchant  fhip, 
and  a  fhip  from  Briltol,  taking  in  a  cargo  of 
afies  for  Jamaica. 

They  remained  here  ten  days  in  hopes  of 
meeting  the  other  fhip,  but  in  vain,  which  fo 
difcouraged  the  crew,  that  Captain  Clipperton 
found  it  no  eafy  matter  to  engage  them  to  con- 
tinue the  voyage  ;  and  indeed  confidering  that 
they  were  fo  much  in  want  of  liquors,  and  that 
their  force  was  To  inconfiderable,  it  is  no  wonder 
that  they  were  diffident  of  the  fuccefs  of  the 
voyage"; 

The  Cape  de  Verd  Iflands,  which  the  Dutch 
call  the  Salt  Iflands,  from  the  great  quantities  of 
fait  which  are  found  there,  were  difcovered  by 
the  Portuguefe  in  the  year  1572,  who  inhabit 
fome  of  them  to  this  day. 

They  are  ten  in  number,  viz.  St.  Jago, 
St.  Lucia,  St.  Vincent,  St.  Antonio,  St.  Nicho^ 
las,  Blanca,  de  Sal,  Maio,  de  Fogo,  and  Eona- 
vifta.  They  extend  from  the  Green  Cape,  of 
which  we  inall  (peak  hereafter,  one  hundred  and 
fixty  leagues  into  the  lea. 

Some  are  of  opinion  that  they  were  named 
Verd,  or  Green  Iflands,  from  the  Green  Cape  ; 
others  think  they  take  their  name  from  the  fea 
which  furrounds  them  being  covered  with  a 
green  herb,  which  the  Portuguefe  call  Sergalfo 
or  creffes,  which  much  refernbles  Englifh.  water- 
creffes. 

This  herb  fo  covers  the  fea,  that  the  water 
can  hardly  be  feen  for  it,  nor  can  fhips  fail 
through  it  without  a  ftrong  gale  of  wind.  It 
produces  berries  much  relembiing-  white  p-oofe- 
berries,  but  without  any  tafte.  This  herb  is 
firft  difcovered  in  thirty  four  degrees  north  lati- 
tude, where  it  lies  fo  thick,  that  it  refernbles  a 
number  of  iflands,  but  it  is  not  found  in  any 
other  part  of  the  world. 

When  the  Portuguefe  difcovered  thefe  iflands, 
they  were  uninhabited,  and  almoft  a  defart ;  but 
they  now  afford  plenty  of  rice,  meal,  Tartarian 
wheat,  oranges,  lemons,  citrons,  bananas,  ana- 
nas, ignanes,  bataras,  melons,  cucumbers,  pom- 
pions,  and  feveral  other  forts  of  fruits.  They 
alfo  oroduce  garden  and  wild  figs,  have  vine- 

yards, 
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yards,  which  produce  grapes  twice  a  year,  and 
abundance  of  great  and  fmall  cattle,  but  espe- 
cially kids. 

The  iflands  of  Bonavifta,  Maio,  and  de  Sal, 
produce  cattle  eno'ugh  to  furnifh  the  fhips  which 
go  to  Brazil  with  meat. 

The  capital  city  of  thefe  iflands  is  St.  Jago, 
the  governor  or  which  commands  all  the  iflands 
under  the  dominion  of  Portugual.  It  is  alfo  the 
fee  of  an  archbifhop,  and  the  juriSdicton  of  that 
prelate  extends  not  only  over  all  the  iflands,  but 
over  all  the  conquefts  the  PortugueSe  have  made 
on  this  fide  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  The 
Cape  de  Verd  Iflands  are  extremely  convenient 
for  taking  in  water  upon  a  long  voyage. 

On  the  twenty-ninth  of  May  they  found  them- 
felves  in  fifty  two  degrees  fifteen  minutes  fouth 
latitude,  being  off  Cape  Virgin  Mary,  the  north 
point  of  the  entrance  of  the  Streights  of  Magel- 
lan ;  and  the  next  day  they  entered  the  ftreights, 
and  failing  up  as  far  as  Queen  Elizabeth's  Ifland, 
they  fent  their  pinnace  on  fhore  to  a  frefh  water- 
river,  which  was  at  this  time  frozen  up.  They 
faw  great  flocks  of  geefe  and  ducks  here,  but 
they  were  fo  fhy  that  they  could  not  take  many 
of  them.  They  flayed  fome  time  at  this  ifland, 
which  produces  little  elie  but  fallads,  of  which, 
however,  they  found  great  quantities,  which 
was  of  the  utmoft  Service  to  Such  of  the  men  as 
were  ill  of  the  fcurvy.  The  only  herb  that  de- 
Serves  to  be  particularly  taken  notice  of  is  Smal- 
lage,  fome  of  which  they  ate  raw,  boiled  fome 
of  it  in  their  foups,  and  kept  the  juice  of  it  in 
bottles. 

On  the  fourteenth  of  June,  they  fent  their 
carpenter  on  fhore,  to  fill  the  empty  cafks,  and 
look  for  a  piece  of  timber  to  make  a  mizen 
mart.  They  found  plenty  of  wild  fowl  and 
fhell  fifh  on  the  fhore,  which,  as  they  had  been  for 
fome  time  at  fhort  allowance,  was  a  welcome 
treat  to  the  Ship's  company. 

On  the  twenty-Second  they  anchored  in  a  fine 
bay,  which,  from  its  depth,  they  called  No- 
Bottom  Bay  :  the  trees  on  the  fhore  of  which 
were  very  high,  and  fo  loaded  with  fnow  as  to 
afford  an  aftonifhing  profpect. 

A  canoe  came  off  on  the  twenty-ninth,  with 
two  men,  a  woman,  and  a  boy  on  board  it. 
they  were  of  a  middle  ftature,  and  dark  com- 
plexions ;  their  faces  were  round,  their  fore- 
heads low ;  their  hair  was  black,  ltrait  and 
fhort,  and  they  had  no  cloathing,  except  a  piece 
of  Skin  about  the  waift.  They  had  a  remark- 
able fine  Streak  of  a  bright  blue  colour,  round 
their  wrifts  ;  and  the  men  were  fo  extremely 
jealous,  that  they  could  by  no  means  be  pre- 
vailed on  to  let  the  women  go  on  board. 

Captain  Clipperton  ordered  them  fome  bif- 
cuit  and  cheele,  and  a  dram  of  brandy,  which 
laft  was  a  very  fcarce  article.  The  biicuit  and 
cheeSe  they  eat  greedily,  but  the  brandy  was  So 
offenfive  to  their  Smell,  that  they  could  not, 
on  any  account,  be  induced  to  tafte  it. 

They  brought  with  them  wild  geefe  and 
ducks,  which  they  exchanged  for  knives  ;  and 
had  a  fire  in  the  middle  of  their  canoe,  which 
was  built  of  the  bark  of  trees  Sewed  together. 
They  had  alio  with  them  bows  and  arrows,  and 
implements  for  fifhing. 


After  remaining  on  board  two   hours,  they 
rowed   afhore,  making   Signs   that   they   would 


come  again. 


On  the  afternoon  of  the  day  following,  the 
pinnace  was  fent  on  Shore,  and  returned  in  the 
evening,  with  the  canoe,  laden  with  muScles, 
which  the  Indians  had  given  in  exchange  for 
biScuits,  knives,  and  other  things. 

After  this,  another  Indian  canoe  came  on  board, 
having  feveral  women  in  it,  each  of  whom  had 
a  necklace  of  five  or  fix  rows  of  very  Small  min- 
ing Shells,  very  nicely  Strung,  which  greatly  re- 
Sembled  mother-of-pearl. 

All  this  time  the  Ship's  company  was  very 
fickly,  and  Scarce  a  day  pafled  without  the  death 
of  one  or  more  of  them,  which  was  fuppoSed 
to  be  owing  to  the  want  of  warm  liquors  in  (b 
rigorous  a  climate  :  for  tho'  they  had  Sometimes 
moderate  weather  for  two  or  three  days,  yet  it 
was  continually  varying,  and  they  had  frequently 
nothing  but  fnow,  rain  and  fleet,  with  fharp 
winds  from  the  fhore,  which  were  intolerably 
keen. 

On  the  eighth  of  July  they  buried  their  maf- 
ter  gunner  afhore,  under  a  tnpple  diScharge  of 
Small  arms  •,  and  driving  a  Strong  plank  at  the 
head  of  his  grave,  had  the  following  infeription 
put  upon  it  : 

"  Mr.  William  Pridham,  gunner  of  the  Suc- 
"  cefs,  deceafed  July  the  7th,  1719,  in  this 
"  ftreight,.  and  lies  buried  here." 

Qn  the  twentieth  of  this  month,  fome  perfons 
were  fent  in  the  pinnace,  in  order  to  make  a 
difcovery  of  a  paflage,  which  a  French  Tartan 
is  Said  to  have  went  through  into  the  South  Sea, 
in  May  1 7 1 3  ;  and  they  returned  on  the  twenty- 
ninth,  having  found  the  palfage,  which  was  fo 
narrow  that  they  judged  it  hazardous  to  attempt 
going  far  that  way. 

On  the  morning  of  the  fir  ft  of  Auguft,  four 
officers  went  to  look  for  this  paflage  a  Second 
time  ;  but  after  the  ftricteft  examination,  they 
could  not  find  that  it  led  into  the  South  Seas  ; 
and,  even  if  it  had,  the  paflage  was  So  narrow 
that  the  fhip  could  not  have  made  way  through 
it ;  they  therefore  refolved  to  profecute  their 
voyage  through  the  ftreight?,  winch  with  much 
danger  and  difficulty  they  at  length  accomplish- 
ed, being  all  the  way  at  fhort  allowance. 

They  arrived  in  the  South  Seas  on  the  eigh- 
teenth of  Auguft,  but  in  .  fo  weak  a  condition, 
that  it  was  impofiible  for  them  to  undertake 
any  thing  of  confequence  ;  befides,  captain 
Clipperton  was  refolved,  in  purfuance  of  his  in- 
structions, to  fleer  for  the  ifland  of  Juan  Fer- 
nandez, which  was  the  third  and  laft  place  ap- 
pointed as  a  rendezvous  ;  and  before  which 
ifland,  they  call  anchor  on  the  Seventh  of  Sep- 
tember ;  and  fent  perfons  on  fhore  to  fearch  for 
fome  teftimony  of  the  Speedwell's  having  been 
there  ;  but  they  met  with  no  fuccefs  ;  where- 
upon captain  Clipperton  ordered  an  infeription 
to  be  cut  on  a  remarkable  tree,  fronting  the 
landing  place  ;  fo  that  it  was  impofiible  for  any 
Ship's  crew  to  go  afhore  and  not  See  it.  The  in- 
scription  ran  thus  ;    "  Captain    John »>W, 


Magee, 
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719. 


This   William    Magee,    was 

1  perSon 

extremely 


Surgeon  on  board  the.Succefs,  and  was  a  perfon 


Hound   the  world. 


us 


extremely  well  known  to  captain  Shclvocke  and 
all  his  (hip's  company. 

The  reafon  why  Clipperton's  name  was  not 
"mfcrted,  was,  that  as  he  had  before  cruifed  in 
the  South  Seas,  and  had  been  a  long  time  a  pri- 
foner  among  the  Spaniards,  he  did  not  think 
proper  to  let  them  know  of  his  return  into  thofe 
parts. 

Captain  Clipperton  fent  moft  of  his  fick  peo- 
ple on  fhore,  and  made  ufe  of  what  conveniences 
the  ifland  afforded  for  their  recovery,  in  which 
he  fucceeded  but  very  indifferently,  having  nei- 
ther wine,  brandy,  or  other  ftrong  liquor,  to 
cheer  their  fpirits. 

They  here  took  a  great  number  of  goats, 
which  not  only  ferved  them  for  prefent  eating, 
bat  likewile  to  encreafe  their  lea  ftore,  as  they 
had  an  opportunity  of  faking  them;  fome  French 
Vefiels  which  had  lately  touched  at  the  ifland 
having  left  a  confiderabk  quantity  of  fait,  which 
they  had  made  there,  behind  them. 

They  took  in  wood  and  water  and  repaired 
their  fhip  for  a  cruife  in  the  South  Seas,  where  it 
was  now  apparent  they  were  to  aft  alone,  and 
captain  Clipperton  gave  it  as  his  opinion  that 
the  Speedwell  was  loft  •,  which,  if  it  was 
not  his  real  fentiments,  he  did  it  to  pacify  the 
tailors,  fome  of  whom,  with  their  dying  breaths, 
curled  captain  Shelvocke  for  running  away  with 
their  liquors- 

The  beauty  and  fertility  of  this  ifland,  com- 
pared with  the  difficulties  they  expefted  to  en- 
counter in  the  South  Seas,  tempted  four  of  the 
men  to  run  away  from  the  fhip,  and  fly  to  the 
mountains.  As  they  were  in  want  of  hands,  and 
as  it  would  have  been  inhuman  to  leave  them 
behind,  the  captain  gave  orders  to  make  dili- 
gent fearch  for  them,  but  for  fome  time  with- 
out effeft. 

At  length,  the  day  before  the  fhip  was  to  leave 
the  ifland,  fome  of  the  officers  went  in  the  pin- 
nace to  look  for  thefe  men,  who  had  now  been 
abient  a  fortnight ;  and  failing  round  to  the  eaft 
part  of  the  ifland,  they  found  two  of  them  in 
cuftody  of  the  goat  hunters,  who  had  met  with 
them  while  in  purfuit  of  their  game  ;  and  who 
affirmed  that  they  had  more  difficulty  in  fecuring 
thefe  fellows,  than  in  killing  double  the  num- 
ber of  goats  •,  having  been  obliged  to  fire  at 
them  feveral  times  before  they  would  furrender. 
The  prifoners  faid  that  for  the  firft  five  days 
they  were  hard  put  to  it,  being  obliged  to  fub- 
fift  wholly  on  the  cabbage  trees,  with  which  the 
ifland  abounds  •,  but  that  having  one  night  by 
good  fortune,  difcovered  a  fire  that  was  left  by 
the  hunters,  they  drefied  fome  meat  by  it,  and 
eat  plentifully. 

The  crew  being  aboard  and  muftered,  they 
prepared  to  fail  on  the  feventh  of  October,  and 
in  the  mean  time  a  perfon  went  afhore  in  the 
long-boat,  to  ereft  a  crofs,  which  had  been  al- 
ready cut  for  that  purpofe  •,  and  at  the  foot  of 
the  crofs  a  bottle  was  buried  in  which  was  a 
letter  direfted  for  captain  Shelvocke,  appointing 
another  place  of  rendezvous,  and  fome  fignal  by 
which  they  fhould  know  each  other  at  fea. 

On  the  eighth  of  October  at  eight  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  they  weighed  from  the  ifland  of 
Juan  Fernandez,  leaving  behind  them  two  of 


the  deferters  whom  they  had  not  been  able  to 
find. 

Captain  Clipperton  now  failed  northward  till 
he  was  in  the  parallel  of  Lima,  where  he  in- 
tended to  aft,  though,  at  this  time,  they  were 
very  weak,  having  loft  no  lef;  than  thirty  men* 
from  the  time  of  their  paffing  the  equinoftial 
line,  to  their  leaving  the  ifland  of  Juan  Fer- 
nandez. 

The  men  now  beginning  to  entertain  fome 
expectations  of  plunder,  the  captain  fixed  a 
paper,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy,  to  the 
main  mail,  and  which  was  agreed  to  by  the 
whole  fhip's  company. 

i.  The  man  who  firft  fpies  a  fail,  proving  a 
prize,  to  have  five  dollars  for  every  hundred  ton 
the  prize  meafures. 

2.  Every  man  aboard  a  prize,  found  drunk, 
or  in  any  indecent  aft  with  a  white  or  black  wo- 
man, to  be  punifhed  according  to  the  nature  of 
his  offence. 

3.  Every  man,  of  whatfoever  degree,  con- 
cealing any  money,  or  other  things  above  the 
value  of  half  a  dollar,  (hall  forfeit  his  ffiare  of 
fuch  prize,  and  twenty  dollars  out  of  his  fhare  in 
the  next  that  ffiall  be  taken. 

On  the  twenty-fifth  of  Oftober  they  chaced  a 
fmall  veflel,  which  they  foon  came  up  with  and 
took  •,  fhe  proved,  however,  a  very  indifferent 
prize,  being  a  fnow  of  forty  tons  burden,  laden 
with  fand  and  rubbifh  for  manure  ;  and  captain 
Clipperton's  people  could  find  nothing  aboard 
her  worth  taking,  but  a  couple  of  jars  of  trea- 
cle, the  fame  quantity  of  eggs,  and  two  pieces 
of  eight :  but  the  next  day  they  met  with  a  bet- 
ter prize,  which  was  a  fhip  called  the  St.  Vin- 
cent, of  one  hundred  and  fifty  tons,  laden  with 
wood  from  Guiaquil  •,  and  having  on  board  two 
friars,  fixteen  Indians  and  four  negroes. 

On  the  thirtieth  they  took  a  large  fhip  bound 
from  Panama  to  Lima:  fhe  was  called  the 
Trinity,  burden  four  hundred  tons,  and  had 
been  taken  by  captain  Rogers,  when  he  plun- 
dered Guiaquil,  leveral  years  before  :  fhe  had 
many  paflengers  on  board,  and  her  lading  wa.s 
of  very  confiderable  value. 

On  the  fecond  of  November  they  took  a  vef- 
fel  of  feventy  tons,  on  board  of  which  were  the 
countefs  of  Laguna  and  feveral  other  paflengers, 
a  great  quantity  of  ready  money,  and  upwards 
of  four  hundred  jars  of  wine  and  brandy,  which 
were  articles  they  very  much  wanted.  Captain 
Clipperton  offered  the  countefs  her  choice  to  re- 
main on  board  the  prize,  or  to  accept  fuch  accom- 
modations as  he  was  able  to  afford  her  on  board 
the  Succefs  ;  and  as'fhe  preferred  the  former,  he 
font  an  officer  of  Marines  with  a  guard  on  board 
the  prize,  to  prevent  her  being  molefted  ;  with 
ftrift  orders  that  nobody  fhould  enter  her  cabin 
but  her  own  domeftics  :  he  likewife  diftributed 
part  of  the  wine  and  brandy  on  board  the  other 
prizes,  for  the  ufe  of  fuch  of  the  feamen  as  were 
in  poffeffion  of  them. 

Captain  Clipperton,  though  he  had  already 
detached  feveral  of  his  officers,  and  above  a  third 
part  of  his  company,  to  take  care  of  the  prizes, 
was  yet  as  eager  to  take  more,  as  if  he  had  com- 
manded a  fquadron  of  fhips  of  war,  inftead  of  a 
S    privateer  weakly  manned. 

On 


n6        CAPTAIN     JOHN     CLIPPERTON's     VOYAGE 


On  the  twelfth  they  difcovered  a  vefTel  at 
fome  diftance,  >  which  was  of  two  hundred  tons 
burden,  and  bound  from  Panama  to  Lima,  with 
a  lading  of  wood,  which  though  of  very  little 
value  to  them,  they  took  her. 

The  mafter  of  this  veiTel  faw  Clipperton's 
error,  and  judged  by  the  number  of  prizes  which 
were  already  in  his  poffefTjpn,  that  he  could  not 
fpare  many  hands  to  fend  on  board  him  •,  and 
and  having  about  a  dozen  paffengers,  he  directed 
them,  under  the  command  of  a  French  boat- 
fwain,  to  hide  themfelves  in  the  hold,  with  or- 
ders, on  his  making  a  certain  fignal,  to  feize  as 
many  of  the  Englifh  as  came  down ;  alluring 
them  that  he,  with  the  fhip's  company,  mould 
be  able  to  manage  the  reft. 

As  ibon  as  the  vefTel  (truck,  captain  Clipper- 
ton  fent  a  lieutenant  and  eight  men  to  take  pofTef- 
fion  of  her.  When  the  lieutenant  came  on  board 
her,  he  ordered  all  the  perfons  he  faw  into  the 
great  cabin,  and  placed  a  centinel  at  the  doer 
of  it. 

Thinking  that  all  things  were  now  fecure,  he 
commanded  the  topfails  to  be  hoifted,  in  or- 
der to  ftand  towards  captain  Clipperton  :  while 
the  men  net  in  the  leaft  apprehenfive  of  danger, 
went  down  into  the  hold,  to  fee  what  was  on 
board  the  fhip  ;  when  the  paffengers  who  were 
concealed,  rufned  out  and  knocked  moft  of 
them  down  •,  and  the  French  boatfwain,  coming 
behind  the  Englifh  lieutenant,  knocked  him 
down  likewife,  and  then  ordered  them  all  to  be 
bound.     In  the  mean  time  •,  the  Spaniards  burft 


the  door  of  the  great  cabin,  and  fecured  the 
centinel. 

The  captain  having  thus  got  pofTefflon  of  his 
fhip,  determined  to  get  a  fhore  at  all  events  •,  a 
a  refolution  which  he  purfued  with  fucheagernefs, 
as  to  run  his  fhip  among  the  rocks,  where  they 
were  in  the  utmoft  danger  ;  which  he  no  fooner 
perceived,  than  he  ordered  his  pnfoners  to  be 
unbound,  and  by  good  providence  every  one  of 
them  got  fafe  on  fhore  ;  and  the  Englifh  lieute- 
nant and  failors  were  immediately  lent  prifoners 
to  Lima.  As  foon  as  the  viceroy  of  Peru  was 
acquainted  with  this  gallant  action,  he  iffued  or- 
ders for  the  building  a  new  fhip  at  Guiaquil,  for 
the  ufe  of  the  captain,  and  directed  that  all  tra- 
ders fhould  be  taxed  towards  the  expence  of  her. 
This  he  did  to  encourage  others  to  follow  the 
captain's  example,  as  well  as  to  reward  him  for 
the  fervice  he  had  rendered  the  public. 

The  prifoners  on  their  arrival  at  Lima,  being 
ftri&ly  examined,  one  of  them  gave  an  account 
of  all  he  knew,  particularly  of  the  two  men  be- 
ing left  on  the  ifland  of  Juan  Fernandez,  and  of 
the  letter  b  .iried  in  the  bottle,  direfled  for  cap- 
tain Shelvocke.  Hereupon  the  viceroy  order- 
ed a  fmall  veflel  to  be  fitted  out,  to  fetch  away 
the  men  and  the  letter,  which  was  done  accord- 
ingly. 

It  has  been  thought  proper  to  throw  the  whole 
of  this  relation  together,  that  the  reader  might 
fee  it  entire :  we  will  now  therefore  purfue  cap- 
tain Clipperton,  and  fee  what  fteps  he  took, 
after  this  unfortunate  affair. 


CHAP. 


II. 


Captain  Clipperton  fets  his  prifoners  at  liberty  ;  continues  to  cruize  with  fuccefs  ;  a  conf piracy 
among  the  crew  defeated  ;  Jails  to  the  Gallapagos  ijlands  ;  meets  with  captain  SJbelyocJke  ; 
fails  to  the  Eaji  Indies  ;  arrives  at  Guam,  whei'e  he  is  ill  ufd  by  the  Governor  ;  fails  for 
China  ;  makes  the  port  of  Amoy  ;  where  there  is  a  mutiny  in  which  captain  Clipperton  is 
deprived  of  the  command  ;  they  arrive  at  Macao  ;  the  crewfeperate,  and  captain  Clipperton 
returning  home,  dies  of  a  broken  heart. 


HEN  captain  Clipperton  faw  that  the 
laft  mentioned  prize,  in  difobedience 
to  a  fignal  that  he  made,  flood  in  for 
the  fhore,  he  began  to  fufpect  what  had  happen- 
ed-, and  finding  it  impoffible  to  come  up  with 
her,  he  began  to  confider  the  moft  likely  means 
of  preventing  the  ill  effects  that  might  be  ap- 
prehended from  her  crew  getting  on  fhore  ; 
the  firft  thing  he  did  therefore,  was  to  difcharge 
all  his  Spanifh  prifoners,  by  which  he  faved 
provifions,  which  at  that  time  he  could  very 
ill  fpare,  and  thought  he  might  engage  the 
gratitude  of  the  Spaniards,  to  return  the  good 
ufage  to  fuch  of  his  people  as  were  in  their 
power. 

On  the  twenty-fourth  of  November,  they  took 
a  prize,  of  about  two  hundred  tons  burden,  la- 
den with  wood,  from  Panama  to  Lima,  having 
on  board  forty  negroes,  and  thirty  Spaniards, 
who  were  chiefly  paffengers. 


On  the  twenty-feventh,  they  came  to  an  an- 
chor with  all  their  prizes  at  the  ifland  La  Plata, 
where  the  captain  began  ferioufly  to  confider 
how  he  fhould  make  the  voyage  turn  out  to  the 
greateft  poflible  advantage  to  his  owners,  as 
well  as  to  himfelf,  and  the  fhip's  company.  He 
knew  that  the  coaft  was  alarmed,  and  had  cer- 
tain intelligence  that  two  men  of  war,  one  of 
fifty,  and  the  other  of  thirty  four  guns,  were 
fitted  out  on  purpofe  to  take  him.  Fie  had  no 
expectation  of  getting  the  goods  which  he  had 
taken,  ranibmed,  in  that  part  of  the  world,  and 
was  fenfible  that  they  would  prove  of  very  little 
value  if  brought  to  England.  Fie  therefore 
determined  to  try  a  project,  winch  captain  Ro- 
gers had  fuccefsfully  practiied  before  >  that  of 
lending  a  cargo  of  prize  goods  to  Brazil  •,  and 
accordingly  he  fitted  out  the  bark  in  which  he 
had  taken  the  countefs  of  Laguna  ;  mounted  her 
with  eight  guns,  and  putting  on  board  her  thir- 
teen 
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teen  Englifhmen  and  ten  negroes,  with  what 
provifions  and  necelTarics  he  could  (pare, 'he 
loaded  her  with  a  cargo  valued  at  ten  thoufand 
pounds  and  upwards  ;  and  on  the  twenty-feventh 
Ihe  failed  for  Brazil  under  the  command  of  cap- 
tain Mitchel. 

When  this  veflel  was  failed  the  captain  deter- 
mined to  part  with  his  other  prizes,  both  of 
which  he  prefented  to  the  Spaniards,  after  tak- 
ing out  of  them  what  he  thought  moft  valuable, 
and  detaining  the  captain  of  one  of  the  prizes 
for  a  pilot,  and  all  the  negroes. 

Captain  Clipperton  now  failed  from  La  Plata, 
in  order  to  cruize  in  his  former  ftation  ;  and  on 
the  twelfth  of  December,  about  five  in  the  even- 
,  he  law  a  fail  which  he  foon  took  ;  (lie  was 
called  the  Rofary,  bound  from  Cherrippe  for 
Panama,  laden  with  provifions. 

On  the  thirteenth  the  launch  and  pinnace 
were  employed  all  day  in  taking  the  flour  and 
other  provisions  from  oh  board  the  prize  •,  and 
when  they  had  got  as  much  out  of  her,  as  they 
could  well  flow,  they  cut  her  mainmalt  by  the 
board,  left  (he  fhould  overict,  and  let  her  go. 
It  was  from  the  priibners  on  board  this  veflel, 
that  they  learnt  that  the  Englifh  priibners  had 
been  lent  to  Lima  by  land,  as  mentioned  above. 

They  continued  to  cruife  in  this  (lation,  ly- 
ing in  towards  the  ihore  at  night,  and  (landing 
off  all  the  day  ;  but  they  met  with  no  adventure 
til!  the  twenty-feventh,  when  they  anchored  in 
Guanchaco  Bay,  where  they  found  two  (hips  at 
anchor,  and  fired  a  (hot  at  each,  but  no  return 
was  made.  They  then  Cent  their  boats  on  board, 
and  found  the  veffels  abandoned  ■,  and  could 
difcover  that  the  lading  had  been  juft  taken  out, 
and  nothing  left  on  board  but  feme  bread,  and 
a  few  jars  of  water. 

The  Englifli  now  hung:  out  a  flag  of  truce, 
and  nredtwo  guns,  hoping  the  Spaniards  would 
have  come  on  board  to  ranfom  their  (hips.  Thefe 
guns  were  anfwered  from  the  fhore  ;  but  no 
boat  coming  off",  captain  Clipperton's  people 
fired  again,  and  remained  till  the  next  day, 
when  finding  it  was  in  vain  to  wait  any  longer, 
they  pulled  down  the  flag,  and  fet  the  (hips  on 
lire. 

It  was  now  refolved  to  bear  away  for  the  Gal- 
lapagos  iflands,  in  order  to  reftefh  ;  and  ac- 
cordingly en  the  ninth  of  January  1720,  they 
anchored  in  York  road,  on  the  north  fide  of  the 
Duke  of  York's  ifland,  directly  under  the  equi- 
noctial line,  where  they  found  good  water, 
lcrubbed  and  cleaned  their  (hip  •,  and  after  a 
(lay  often  days,  left  thole  iflands,  and  failed  to 
the  northward. 

They  difcovered  a  fail  on  the  twenty-firft  of 
January,  which  they  continued  to  chafe  till 
eleven  o'clock  at  night,  when  they  came  up  with 
her,  and  (he  (truck  on  their  firing  a  fingle  gun. 
This  (hip  was  called  the  Prince  Eugene^  bound 
irom  Panama  to  Lima,  having  on  board  the 
Marquis  de  Villa  Roche,  who  had  been  preli- 
dent  of  Panama,  and  all  his  Family. 

On  the  twenty-fixth  of  February,  a  Spanifli 
prifoner  dying,  the  Marquis  defired  he  might 
be  buried  according  to  their  ceremonies,  which 
was  readily  granted.     When  the  office  for  the 
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dead  had  been  performed,  the  corpfe,  which 
lay  ready  on  a  grating,  was  thrown  overboard, 
with  a  large  bag  of  ballalt  tied  at  its  feet  ;  the 
Spaniards,  according  to  their  cuftom,  cried  out 
three  times,  Bon  Viage  ;  that  is,  a  good  voyage. 
Every  one  was  aftonilhed  to  fee  that  the  body 
floated,  and  continued  floating  as  far  as  they 
could  fee  it  ;  which  the  Marquis  efteemed  as  an 
ill  omen,  and  (aid,  that  he  expected  fome  fa- 
tal accident  as  the  confequence  of  it. 

On  the  eighth  of  March,  the  boatfwain  of  the 
Prince  Eugene,  and  a  pricft  that  was  on  board 
that  (hip,  defired  leave  to  go  on  (hore  at  the 
ifland  of  Velas,  which  captain  Clipperton  rea- 
dily permitted,  on  condition  that  they  would 
perfuade  the  inhabitants  to  drive  fome  black 
cattle  to  the  (hore,  to  exchange  for  fuch  goods 
as  were  on  board  the  (hip  :  this  they  readily  pro-1 
miled  ;  and  on  the  fixteenth  returned  with  four 
head  of  black  cattle,  and  alfo  fome  fowls  and 
fruit,  as  a  prefent  to  the  Marquis  •,  but  they 
brought  word  that  the  Alcalde,  or  governor, 
would  not  fuller  them  to  trade.  They  alfo 
brought  intelligence,  that  captain  Mitchell's 
men  had  been  afhore  on  that  ifland,  and  had 
(hot  fome  of  their  cattle  ;  but  that  two  hundred 
men  appearing  under  arms,  they  was  com- 
pelled to  retire  ;  and  this  account  had  been  con- 
firmed from  fome  of  the  inhabitants,  having  in 
their  cuftody,  fome  cloaths  2nd  linen  belonging 
to  Captain  Mitchell's  men. 

On  the  twentieth  of  April  they  anchored  in 
the  gulph  of  Amapalla,  with  a  view  to  have  ta- 
ken in  water  ;  but  not  being  able  to  get  any 
there,  they  (leered  to  the  ifland  of  Tygers,  where 
they  procured  plenty. 

From  this  time  till  the  twenty-fourth  of  June, 
they  met  with  no  fuccefs  •,  but  on  that  day  they 
took  a  prize,  laden  with  timber  and  cocoa-nuts : 
and  on  the  eleventh  of  Auguft  they  anchored* 
with  their  p.ize,  at  the  ifland  of  Lobos  de  la 
Mar,  where  they  took  what  they  thought  valua- 
ble out  of  the  prize,  creeled  tents  on  (hore,  and 
fcrilbbed  and  cleaned  their  (hip. 

While  they  remained  here,  a  confpiracy,  head- 
ed by  the  boatfwain,  and  another  bufy  fellow, 
was  formed,  for  feizing  the  captain,  and  the  reft 
of  the  officers,  and  running  away  with  the  (hip. 
The  confpirators  agreed  to  fet  all  the  officers  on 
fhore  on  the  ifland  of  Lobos ;  and  then,  without 
diftinction,  to  (hoot  every  man  who  oppofed 
their  proceedings  :  but  the  plot  being  difcover- 
ed on  the  fixth  of  September,  the  two  ring-lea- 
ders were  feverely  punifhed,  and  the  reft  par- 
doned, which  put  an  end  to  the  confpiracy. 

On  the  feventeenth  they  took  a  fifhing  boat, 
with  a  confiderable  quantity  of  fait  fifh,  well 
cured  •,  but  returning  to  the  ifland  of  Lobos, 
they  found  that  their  laft  prize,  which  they  had 
left  at  anchor  under  the  ifland,  had  been  driven 
afhore  and  funk  •,  on  which  they  put  thirty-eight 
Spanifh  prifoners  on  board  the  fifhing  boat,  and 
gave  them  their  liberty. 

On  the  firft  of  November,  they  failed  for  the 
bay  of  Conception  •,  and  in  their  pafiage  they 
took  a  fhip,  laden  with  tobacco,  fugar  and 
cloth.  They  made  the  bay  on  the  fixth  in  the 
afternoon,  where  thev  few  three  men  of  war  ly- 
ing 
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ing,  ■  with  their  top-fails  loofe  ;  who  no  fooner 
difcovered  them  than  they  cut  their  cables,  and 
flood  after  them. 

At  this  time  captain  Clipperton  had  one  prize 
with  him,  which,  as  well  as  the  Succefs,  haled 
clofe  upon  a  wind  •,  on  which  the  beft  failer  a- 
mong  the.  Spanifh  men  of  war,  gave  chace  to 
the  prize,  which  ihe  foon  came  up  with,  and 
took.  The  other  mips  crouded  all  the  fail  they 
could  for  fome  time,  till  the  largeft,  having  her 
mizen-top-maft  carried  away,  fired  a  gun,  tack- 
ed, and  flood  in  for  the  fhore  •,  which  gave  the 
Succefs  an  opportunity  of  making  her  efcape. 
In  the  Spanifh  prize  captain  Clipperton  loft  his 
third  lieutenant  Mr.  Milne,  and  twelve  of  his 
men. 

The  captain  of  the  Spanifh  man  of  war,  who 
retook  the  prize,  was  the  famous  Don  Bias  de 
LefTo,  who  was  governor  of  Carthagena,  when 
it  was  attacked  by  Admiral  Vernon.  Don  Bias, 
enraged  to  think  he  had  only  retaken  a  Spanifh 
prize,  and  miifed  the  Englifh  privateer,  in  the 
rirft  tranfport  of  his  paflion,  ftruck  Mr.  Milne 
on  the  head,  with  the  flat  of  his  fword  ;  but 
when  his  paflion  abated,  he  fent  for  him  to  the 
cabin,  and  afked  his  pardon  :  and  finding  that 
the  men  had  ftripped  him,  he  orded  him  a  fuit 
of  cloaths,  and  kept  him  for  fome  time  on  board 
his  fhip.  He  afterwards  procured  his  liberty  at 
Lima,  giving  him  a  jar  of  wine,  and  another  of 
brandy  for  fea  ftore,  paid  for  his  pafiage  to  Pa- 
nama, and  put  two  hundred  pieces  of  eight  in  his 
pocket,  to  defray  the  expence  of  his  voyage  to 
Eng-land. 

The  circumftance  of  loofing  their  prize  re- 
vived the  ill  difpofitions  of  captain  Clipperton's 
men,  who  though  they  did  not  enter  into  any 
new  confpiracy,  became  exceedingly  dejecled. 

On  the  fixteenth  they  faw  another  fail,  to 
which  they  gave  chace,  but  after  a  few  guns 
fired  on  both  fides,  fhe  bore  away  and  out-failed 
them,  which  was  a  happy  circumftance,  as  fhe 
was  a  fhip  of  force  fitted  out  to  take  Captain 
Shelvocke  ;  but  the  captain  knowing  this  was 
not  Shelvocke's  fhip,  and  doubting  her  ftrength, 
was  unwilling  to  engage  her. 

They  now  continued  cruizing  ta  the  north- 
ward, not  in  fearch  of  plunder  only,  but  pro- 
vifions,  particularly  flour,  of  which  they  had 
none  left,  and  were  at  this  time  reduced  to  an 
allowance,  of  half  a  pound  of  Indian  corn  a 
d\y,  to  each  man.  Meeting  with  no  fuccefs  in 
this  cruize,  and  being,  on  the  twenty-feventh, 
in  light  of  Point  Helena,  they  determined  to  fet 
afhore  the  Spanifh  prifoners  which  had  been 
n  in  that  prize  in  which  the  lieutenant  Mr. 
Milne,  had  been  afterwards  loft  :  having  put 
the  Spaniards  afhore,  they  determined  to  fail 
once  more  to  the  Gallapagos  iflands,  to  refrelh 
quietly,  and  recover  the  health  and  fpirits  of 
the  people. 

On  the  fourth  of  December  they  found  them- 
felves  very  near  the  Gallapagos,  and  on  the  fixth 
they  lent  the  pinnace  to  difcover  an  anchoring- 
place,  near  one  of  the  iflands,  which  returned 
without  finding  any,  but  reported  that  they  faw 
a  great  number  of  turtle  on  fhore  ;  on  which  the 
pinnace  and   yawl  were  fent  to  get  fome,  and 


returned  with  fifh  fufficient  to  ferve  the  whole 
fhip's  company  a  day.  As  there  was  a  prodigi- 
ous furf  they  could  not  land,  but  kept  plying  on 
and  off,  till  being  unwilling  to  loofe  more  time, 
they  determined  to  fteer  for  the  ifland  of  Cocos, 
where  they  hoped  to  get  frefh  provifions,  which 
the  number  of  fick  people  on  board  rendered 
very  neceffary. 

On  the  feventeenth  in  the  morning  they  had 
the  fatisfaclion  of  feeing  the  ifland  of  Cocos,  at 
the  diftance  of  nine  leagues  to  the  north  weft, 
which  filled  them  with  inexpreffible  ioy ;  and 
the  next  day,  all  who  could  with  fafety  be  fpared 
from  the  fhip,  went  on  fhcre  to  build  a  large  tent 
for  the  reception  of  the  fick,  who  were  carried 
afhore  and  lodged  there  as  foon  as  it  was  finifhed. 
Here  they  got  plenty  of  fifh,  fowls,  eggs,  cocoa- 
nuts,  and  other  reYrefhments  •,  and  the  captain 
opened  the  laft  jar  of  brandy,  diftributing  to 
every  man  a  dram  a  day  •,  and  on  New- Year's 
day  he  allowed  a  gallon  of  ftrong  beer  to  every 
mefs  -,  fo  that  by  proper  refreshments  and  eafe 
the  crew  began  to  recover  apace,  and  at  length 
got  their  wood  and  water  on  board. 

On  the  feventeenth  of  January  1721,  the 
captain  made  the  neceffary  difpofitions  for  fail- 
ing •,  but  it  was  three  days  before  he  could  get 
his  people  on  board,  and  even  then  there  were 
no  lefs  than  eleven  miffing,  viz.  three  Englifh  - 
men,  and  eight  negroes,who  preferred  an  idle  life 
in  that  folitary  place,  to  the  dread  of  the  dangers 
and  fatigues,  to  which  they  were  continually 
expofed  on  board. 

On  the  25th  of  this  month  they  arrived  on  the 
coaft  of  Mexico,  where,  diicovering  a  fail  about  fe- 
ven  in  the  evening,  they  fent  their  pinnace  to  give 
chace,  to  whom  fhe  ftruck  about  eleven ;  and  on 
the  return  of  the  pinnace  they  had  the  furpriz- 
ing  account,  that  this  was  a  Spanifh  fhip  called 
the  Jefu  Maria,  now  commanded  by  captain  Shel- 
vocke, who  gave  the  following  account :  that 
he  had  no  more  than  forty  of  his  men  on  board, 
the  reft  being  all  dead  or  difperfed,  that  he  loft 
the  Speedwell  at  Juan  Fernandez,  where  they 
ftaid  five  months,  and  built  a  bark  out  of  her 
wreck,  with  which  they  put  to  fea,  and  coafted 
along  Chili  and  Peru,  meeting  feveral  fhips, 
but  could  take  nothing  till  they  came  to  Pifco, 
near  Lima,  where  they  made  this  prize  :  there 
was,  however,  a  confiderable  difference  in  their 
accounts,  and  it  appeared  that  they  had  no 
regular  command  among  them,  but  had  chofen 
a  quarter  mailer,  and  carried  every  thing  by  a 
majority  of  votes  •,  fo  that  they  had  entirely 
broken  their  articles  with  re i peel  to  their 
owners,  and  had  fhared  what  they  had  among 
themfelves. 

On  the  twenty-feventh  Captain  Shelvocke 
hoifted  St.  George's  colours,  and  fired  three 
guns  as  a  fignal  to  fpeak  with  them  -,  on  which 
the  Succefs  lay  to  for  his  boat,  which  came 
aboard  with  a  letter  to  captain  Clipperton,  who 
immediately  fent  back  the  boat  for  the  purfer, 
who  came,  and  gave  but  a  very  indifferent  ac- 
count of  their  proceedings,  faying  that  he  had  not 
been  allowed  to  take  any  of  the  treafure  for  the 
ufe  of  the  owners. 

At  eight  of  the  clock  this  evening,  captain 
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Shelvocke  came  on  board,  having  been  fent 
far  by  captain  Clipperton  and  the  agent,  to 
give  an  account  of  his  tranfactions  :  this  boat 
alio  brought  Mr.  Dod,  their  lieutenant  of 
tries,  to  remain  on  board  the  Succefs -,  who 
afferted  that  lie  had  been  very  ill-ulcd  fur  his 
attachment  to  the  owners  intcreft. 

The    next  day  Captain    Shelvocke    fent   on 
board  them  fix  chefts  of  pitch  and  dammer,  two 
barrels   of  tar,  and   fix   llabs   of  copper  (    and 
Captain    Clipperton     fpared    him    twenty    four 
quarter-deck  guns,  fome   great    fhot,    a   com- 
pafe,  and   a  few  other  neceffaries.     Shelvocke's 
lie   alio  laid  out  a  great  deal  of  money  with 
i  ew  of  the  Succel's,  for  cloaths,  fhoes,  hats, 
other  things  which  they  wanted. 
'i  he  Succefs  ftill   keeping  to  tl-c  nortltwnrd, 
ki\v    captain   Shelvocke  fcveral   times,    but   in 
die   beginning  of  the  month  of  March,    con- 
sidering  that   they  had   a  fair   opportunity  of 
coming   up   with  the   Manila  fhip,    before  fne 
entered  Acapuko,    the  officers  determined,  the 
next  tiirc  vhey   law  captain  Shelvocke,  to  pro- 
pole  to  him  the  making  an  attempt. 

On  the  thirteenth  they  difcovered  a  fail,  which 
from  the  fignals,  appearing  to  be  Shelvocke, 
they  brought  to,  and  the  captain  and  his  lieu- 
tenants came  on  board  them  ■,  when  a  general 
confukation  was  held,  at  which  the  officers  be- 
longing to  both  fliips,  agreed,  that  the  attempt 
I  be  made  jointly,  and  that  if  they  were 
happy  enough  to  meet  with  her,  they  fhould 
run  her  aboard  at  once,  which  they  fuppofed  to 
be  their  only  chance  for  taking  her. 

Hereupon  they  cruiicd  for  her,  and  on  the 
fifteenth  captain  Clipperton  held  another  con- 
iultation, in  which  the  following  propofals  were 
agreed  to,  iigned,  and  fent  to  captain  Shel- 
yocke  •,  that  if  he,  and  his  crew,  would  refund 
all  the  money  fhared  among  themfelves,  con- 
trary to  the  articles  with  the  owners,  and  agree 
to  put  it  into  a  joint  ftock,  then  ail  faults  fhould 
be  forgiven,  both  companies  would  unite,  and 
proceed  to  cruife  for  the  Manila  fhip.  How- 
ever captain  Shelvocke  and  his  people,  not 
caring  to  part  with  any  thing  theypoffeffed,  de- 
clined giving  any  aniwer  to  this  propofal. 

Captain  Clipperton,  now  finding  that  no- 
thing was  to  be  done  with  Shelvocke,  and  hav- 
ing waited  till  fome  days  were  elapied  beyond 
the  ufual  time  of  meeting  with  the  Manila  fhip, 
determined  to  go  directly  to  the  Eaft  Indies, 
and  therefore,  without  confnlting  Shelvocke 
any  more,  immediately  fet  fail,  and  on  the 
tenth  of  May  arrived  in  fight  of  the  illand  of 
Serpana,  which,  gave  the  greateft  joy  imagin- 
able to  the  crew,  who  were  very  weak  and 
fickly;  but  it  was  determined  to  freer  to  the 
illand  of  Guam,  as  a  place  beft  known  to 
Europeans,  and  where  they  thought  they  were 
moft  likely  to  meet  with  provifions. 

On  the  thirteenth  of  May  they  anchored  in 
the  road  of  Guam,  and  fent  their  pinnace  afhore, 
with  a  flag  of  truce,  in  order  to  obtain  fome 
provifions  •,  but  the  inhabitants  fent  them  word 
that  they  could  not  trade  with  them  for  fifh, 
fowl  or  greens,  without  the  Governor's  permif- 


fion ',  and  therefore  it   was  thought  proper  to 
make  immediate  application  to  him. 

Mr.  Godfrey,  who  was  agent  for  the  owners 
on  board  the  Succefs,  having  been  fent  to  the 
governors  refidence  at  Umatta,  returned  on  the 
fixteenth,  on  board  of  one  of  their  proas,  with  a 
meffage,  importing  that  they  fhould  be  fup- 
plied  with  provifions,  provided  they  behaved 
civilly  and  paid  honcftly. 

On  the  fame  day  their  own  launch  arrived,  and 
brought  on  board,  bread,  greens,  fruit,  fugar, 
brandy,  and  cattle  •,  and  on  the  next  day  the 
governor  lent  them  a  handfome  prefent  of  fugar, 
brandy  and  palm  wine,  with  a  confiderable  quan- 
tity of  chocolate  ;  in  acknowledgement  of  which 
kindnefs,  the  whole  fhip's  cempany  drank  his 
health  under  a  discharge  of  feven  guns. 

This  ifiand  lies  directly  north  and  fouth,  k 
near  ten  leagues  in  length,  and  five  in  breadth, 
and  has  feveral  confiderable  villages  upon  it. 
The  native  inhabitants  were  formerly  faid  to 
have  been  fifteen  thoufand,but  at  prefent  they  are 
not  more  than  a  tenth  part  of  that  number,  at 
leaft  under  the  dominion  of  the  Spaniards,  for 
there  are  ftill  fome  hundreds,  who  have  taken 
up  tneir  refidence  in  the  mountains,  and  pre- 
ferve  their  freedom,  notwithftanding  all  the  en- 
deavours of  the  governor  to  reduce  them. 

Thefe  Indians  are  a  ftrong,  active,  vigorous 
and  warlike  people,  but  reputed  equally  cruel 
and  treacherous  •,  at  leaft  fo  the  Spaniards  report 
of  them,  who  perhaps  exaggerate  their  ill  quali- 
ties to  exten.iate  their  own  •,  for  it  is  certain  that 
they  have  treated  thefe  people  with  great  feve- 
rity.  The  Spanifh  Garrifon  confifts  of  three 
hundred  men,  who  are  relieved  from  time  to  time 
from  the  Manillas  •,  and  his  catholic  majefty 
allows  thirty  thoufand  pieces  of  eight  per  annum 
for  their  maintenance. 

The  governor  having  agreed  with  them  for 
the  ranfom  of  the  Marquis  de  Villa  Roche,  who 
had  been  fo  long  their  prifoner,  he  went  a  fhore 
on  the  eighteenth  of  May,  in  company  with  the 
agent,  firft  lieutenant  and  furgcon,  and  was 
complimented  with  five  guns  on  his  landing. 
After  this  their  launch  was  employed  for  fix 
days  in  bringing  wood,  water  and  provifion  on 
board,  during  which  time  the  governor  defired 
to  have  fome  arms  and  ammunition  in  exchange  : 
whereupon  captain  Clipperton  fent  him  twelve 
fuzees,  three  jars  of  powder,  fixty  round  fhot, 
four  pair  of  piftols,  befides  cutlaffes,  fwords  and 
daggers. 

On  the  twenty-fifth  they  received  a  letter, 
wherein  the  governor  demanded  the  marquis's 
jewels,  fome  confecrated  plate,  and  two  negroes, 
who,  he  alledged,  were  Chriftians,  and  fubjedls 
to  his  catholic  majefty  ;  he  alfo  infifted  upon  a 
certificate  under  the  hands  of  the  captain  and 
officers,  that  peace  was  proclaimed  between 
England  and  Spain  ;  and  threatened  to  detain 
Mr.  Godfrey  and  Mr.  Pritty  till  thefe  demands 
were  complied  with. 

On  this  the  captain  fent  a  letter  to  the  go- 
vernor, in  which  he  acknowledged,  that  they 
were  informed,  by  the  people  on  board  the  kit 
prize  they  took  on  the  coaft  of  Chili,  that  there 
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was  a  peace  between  the  two  crowns  •,  but  he 
allured  the  governor,  that  if  he  did  not,  in  twen- 
ty four  hours,  fend  the  ranfom  for  the  marquis, 
together  with  the  two  gentlemen,  he  would 
burn  the  lhip  in  the  harbour,  demolifh  the 
houfes  on  the  fhore,  and  do  all  the  damage  he 
could  at  the  Phillippine  iflands. 

Soon  after  this  they  received  a  letter,  in 
which  the  governor  agreed  to  pay  for  the  con- 
fecrated  plate,  and  defired  more  powder  and 
fhot :  to  which  the  captain  replied,  that  he  would 
not  fpare  any  more,  nor  fend  back  the  ne- 
groes. 

Their  yawl  went  afhore  on  the  twenty-eighth, 
for  more  provifions  •,  but  the  officer  who  had 
the  government  of  the  village  told  them  they 
fhould  have  no  more,  unlefs  they  fent  a  quantity 
of  powder  and  fhot. 

On  this  captain  Clipperton  immediately 
weiohed  anchor,  fending  the  pinnace  a-head  to 
found,  and  making  the  bell  of  his  way  to  his 
fhip  in  the  harbour.  During  this  kind  of  lham 
treaty,  the  people  on  fhore  had  raifed  a  bat- 
tery, from  whence  they  now  began  to  fire  at  the 
pinnace  ;  which,  being  returned,  gave  an  ac- 
count that  what  channel  they  found,  was 
within  piitol  fhot  of  the  fhore.  About  fix  in 
the  afternoon,  making  up  to  the  fhip,  they 
ran  a-ground,  the  Spaniards  having  carried  her 
into  fhoal  water  ;  fo  that  they  now  fuftained 
two  fires,  one  from  the  fhip,  and  another  from 
the  battery  over  their  heads.  At  nine  o'clock 
they  got  foul  of  the  rocks,  and  endeavouring 
to  get  off,  cut  away  two  of  their  anchors ;  and 
the  enemy  now  fired  fo  warmly  with  ftones  and 
fhot,  from  a  new  battery  erected  on  a  hill,  that 
they  fuffered  extremely  in  their  hull  and  rig- 
ging; and  loft  their  firft  lieutenant,  and  had  three 
men  wounded. 

Thus  they  lay  in  a  miferable  condition,  ex- 
pofed  to  the  continual  fire  of  the  enemy,  who, 
in  the  night,  had  a  very  confiderable  advantage 
over  them,  for  the  water  being  as  fmooth  as  a 
pond,  eafily  fhev/ed  their  pofition  •,  whereas 
they  had  no  other  direction  for  their  aim, 
than  the  flafhes  of  the  guns  from  the  Spanifh 
battery. 

While  they  were  in  this  fituation,  the  Cap- 
tain, who  for  fome  time  paft  had  taken  to 
drinking,  being  overcome  with  liquor,  and 
quite  unable  to  command  the  fhip  j  the  officers 
came  to  the  refolution  of  running  out  clear  of 
the  enemy,  as  foon  as  they  could  get  the  fhip  a 
float ;  and  figned  a  paper,  to  indemnify  Mr. 
Cooke,  if  he  would  take  upon  him  the  com- 
mand. 

At  four  in  the  afternoon  they  fet  her  float- 
ing, and  cut  away  the  fmall  bower  anchor  ; 
but  in  ten  minutes  they  run  a-ground  again  •, 
at  nine  they  carried  out  the  kedge-anchor,  but, 
in  heaving,  the  hawfer  broke;  they  immediate- 
ly carried  out  another  hawfer,  with  a  lower 
deck  gun  to  it,  having  now  loft  all  their  anchors, 
and  being  ftill  a  ground.  At  two  o'clock  in 
the  morning  the  enemy  hailed  them  feveral 
times  to  flu-render,  or  expect  no  quarter ;  and 
at  eleven  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  they  carried 
out  the  reft  of  the  fmall  bower,  with  two  lower 


deck  guiis,  right  a  head,  into  five  fathom 
water  :  they  then  cleared  away  the  hold,  ready 
to  ftart  their  water,  to  make  the  fhip  lighter  ; 
got  their  upper  and  lower  deck  guns  forward, 
to  bring  her  by  the  head,  the  Jhip  hanging  a- 
baft  upon  the  rock  :  during  the  iaft  four  and 
twenty  hours  they  had  happily  but  one  per- 
fon  wounded  •,  but  the  fhip  was  wretchedly  torn 
and  mangled  between  wind  and  water. 

On  the  thirtieth  at  fix  in  the  afternoon,  juft 
as  they  got  a  float,  the  enemy  fired  fo  brifkly 
from  the  new  battery,  that  their  fhot  raked 
them  thro'  between  wind  and  water,  killing  one 
of  their  people  and  wounding  two  others.  Thus 
they  loft  both  their  bower  anchors  and  cables, the 
ftern  and  kedge  anchors,  four  hawfers,  four  of 
their  lower  deck  guns,  and  nineteen  barrels  of 
powder ;  and  had  two  men  killed  and  fix 
wounded  ;  having  flood  no  lefs  than  fifty  hours, 
a  fair  mark  for  the  enemy  to  fire  at ;  and,  if  they 
had  not  got  clear,  it  was  believed  they  would 
have  funk  them  before  morning. 

The  whole  crew  were  concerned  to  leave 
Godfrey  and  Pritty  behind  them,  but  there  was 
no  remedy.  They  now  brought  to,  and  began 
to  fplice  their  riggmg,  not  a  rope  of  which  had 
efcaped  a  fhot ;  and  the  carpenters  worked  all 
night  flopping  the  holes  in  the  fhip's  bottom,  and 
in  fixing  the  mails  and  yards  ;  and  the  reft  of 
the  people  were  employed  in  fixing  the  rig- 
ging- 

On  the  twenty  third  of  June,  on  a  ftrict  exa- 
mination, they  found  the  fhip  in  a  very  fhattered 
condition,  having  fcarce  a  whole  timber  in  her 
upper  works  :  and  as  it  blew  pretty  frefh,  they 
durft  not  carry  fail  but  were  forced,  for  a  week 
together,  to  feud  under  bare  poles,  through  va- 
riable winds,  and  in  bad  weather.  This  indeed 
was  a  melancholy  fituation  for  people  to  be  in, 
who  were  in  feas  with  which  they  were  but  little 
acquainted,  and  failing  by  draughts  on  which 
they  could  not  abfolutely  depend. 

On  the  twenty-fourth  they  were  in  fight  of  the 
Bafhee  iflands  ;  and  on  the  laft  day  of  the  month 
they  faw  the  ifland-fhoals  of  Prata. 

On  the  firft  of  July  they  fell  in  with  other 
iflands,  and  found  feveral  boats  that  were  fifhing, 
but  as  none  of  thefe  iflands  were  laid  down  in 
any  chart,  they  were  quite  at  a  lofs ;  and  not 
being  able  to  form  any  judgment  of  their  true 
courfe,  they  anchored  under  one  of  thefe  iflands, 
in  thirteen  fathom  water,  and  difpatched  their 
pinnace  for  intelligence  how  Macao  bore  from 
them,  for  which  port  they  now  intended  to 
proceed. 

The  pinnace  returned  en  the  next  day  with  a 
boat,  in  which  were  three  Chinefe  failors,  from 
whom  they  could  learn  nothing  more  than  that 
Canton  lay  to  the  fouth  weft. 

On  the  third,  finding  they  were  too  far  to  the 
leeward  of  Macao,  and  not  being  able  to  get  a 
pilot,  they  refolved  to  fail  for  Amoy,  before 
which  port  they  arrived  on  the  fifth  in  the  even- 
ing, but  being  afraid  to  enter  it  in  the  night, 
they  plied  on  and  off  till  day  light.  They  here 
took  notice  of  a  great  number  of  fnakes  in  the 
fea,  which  were  brought  down  by  the  rivers 
that  empty  themfclves  at  that  coaft. 

The 
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The  entrance  of  the  port  of  Amoy  is  remark- 
able, having  a  high  mountain,  on  the  top  of 
which  is  a  tower  which  may  be  feen  twenty 
leao-ues  at  lea  ;  and  on  one  fide  of  it  is  a  little 
ifland,  which  lies  immediately  before  the  bay. 
They  entered  this  bay  on  the  fixth  of  July,  and 
were  no  fooner  anchored,  than  they  had  ten 
cuftom-houfe  officers  put  on  board  them. 

At  Amoy,  as  in  molt  other  ports  in  China, 
the  cufloms  are  under  the  direction  of  a  fingle 
mandarin,  filled  the  Hoppo,  or  mafter  general 
of  the  cufhoms.  The  Chinefe  in  general  are 
efteemed  the  moft  (harping  people  in  the  world, 
and  it  is  an  invariable  maxim  of  their  policy, 
to  chufe  the  mod  crafty  man  they  can  find  to 
execute  the  office  of  hoppo. 

The  Eirft  thing  thefe  cuftom-houfe  officers  de- 
manded, was,  what  fhip  fhe  was,  and  what  bu- 
iinels  ftie  had  there  ;  to  which  captain  Clipper- 
ton  replied,  that  the  fhip  belonged  to  the  king 
of  Great  Britain,  that  fhe  put  in  there  thro' 
ftrefs  of  weather,  and  that  they  were  in  want  of 
provifions  and  other  necefiaries.  The  cuftom- 
houfe  officers  next  demanded,  an  exact  account 
of  the  number  of  their  men  and  guns,  their 
cargo,  and  the  time  they  intended  to  ftay  ;  all 
which  they  wrote  down  an  account  of,  and  then 
departed. 

The  day  after  this  the  men  mutinied,  and 
infifted  that  the  captain  fhould  pay  them  their 
prize  money  immediately,  as  they  knew  that 
the  Succefs  was  in  no  condition  to  put  to  fea. 
This  demand  was  made  by  one  John  Den- 
nifon,  and  Mr.  Taylor  interpofing  in  the  cap- 
tain's behalf,  another  of  the  failors  told  him  he 
had  better  defift,  unlefs  he  had  a  mind  to  have 
a  brace  of  balls  through  his  head  ;  lb  that  here 
was  evidently  an  end  of  the  captain's  authority, 
and  of  all  regular  proceedings.  The  Chinefe 
now  brought  on  board  plenty  of  rice  •,  alfo  fome 
tattle,  fowls,  wood  and  water,  for  which  they 
were  paid. 

On  the  twelfth  the  officers  went  on  fhore  to 
wait  on  the  hoppo,  who  received  them  in  a  very 
fine  palace,  treated  them  with  great  civility,  and 
rave  them  permiflion  to  remain  in  the  harbour 
till  the  monibons  were  over  •,  for  which,  how- 
ever, he  demanded,  and  foon  afterwards  was 
paid,  in  ready  money,  a  very  extraordinary 
compenfation,  under  the  name  of  the  port  charges, 
amounting  to  feventeen  hundred  dollars,  which 
is  about  four  hundred  pounds  fterling. 

It  may  be  proper  to  remark,  that  Mr.  Cook, 
who  was  now  firft  lieutenant,  demanded  thitty 
fhares  of  prize-money  in  right  of  his  office,  in 
which  he  was  fupported  by  the  men,  whofe 
[-oed  opinion  he  had  gained  by  a  continual  com- 
pliance with  their  humours. 

Captain  Clipperton,  and  the  reft  of  the  officers, 
feeing  what  turn  affairs  were  likely  to  take,  were 
very  defirous  that  fome  allowance  fhould  be 
made  to  Mr.  Hendric,  and  Mr.  Dod,  who 
came  on  board  them  from  the  Speedwell,  but 
their  endeavours  were  fruitlefs,  for  the  men 
would  not  content  to  any  fuch  allowance. 

During  thefe  difputes,  fome  of  the  men  hav- 
ing gone  afhore  without  leave,  captain  Clipper- 
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ton  would  have  corrected  them,  but  the  whole 
company  declaring  on  their  fide,  prevented  it  j 
fo  that  all  things  fell  into  confufion  ,  and  the 
men  refufed  to  work  till  they  had  received  their 
prize-money ;  and  to  fhew  that  they  had  no 
more  regard  to  the  credit  of  their  country,  than 
they  had  to  the  refpect  due  to  their  officer,  they 
applied  to  the  chief  mandarin  of  the  place,  and 
defiredthat  lie  would  do  them  juftice  againftthe 
captain. 

Hereupon  Mr.  Clipperton  was  fummoned 
before  him  ;  and  on  the  mandarin's  demanding 
a  reafon  why  he  refufed  to  comply  with  the  de- 
fires  of  the  crew,  he  produced  the  articles,  by 
which  it  appeared  that  the  prize-money  was 
not  to  be  fhared  till  their  return  to  London. 
But  captain  Cook,  (for  fo  he  was  now  called) 
being  examined,  gave  the  mandarin  a  different 
account  •,  on  which  a  guard  of  foldiers  was  fent 
on  board  the  fhip,  with  a  ftricf  order  from  the 
mandarin  to  captain  Clipperton,  to  fettle  the 
fhares,  and  pay  the  men ;  with  which  he  was 
obliged  to  comply. 

Purfuant  to  the  mandarin's  orders  this  diftri- 
bution  was  made  on  the  fixteenth  of  Septem- 
ber ;  but  though  Mr.  Cook  and  his  aflbciates 
carried  their  point  in  this  manner,  captain  Clip- 
perton's  arguments  had  fo  much  weight  with  the 
chief  mandarin,  that  before  he  permitted  them 
to  proceed  to  the  diftribution,  he  obliged  them 
to  lay  by  one  half  of  the  cargo,  for  the  benefit: 
of  the  owners  ;  which  in  ready  money  wrought 
filver,  gold  and  jewels,  amounted  to  between  fix 
and  feven  thoufand  pounds  fterling  ;  which  was 
immediately  put  on  board  a  Portuguefe  Eaft 
Indiaman,  called  the  Queen  of  Angels,  which 
fhip  was  afterwards  unfortunately  burnt  at 
Rio  Janeiro,  on  the  coaft  of  Brafil ;  fo  that,  of 
thefe  effects,  the  owners  received  no  more,  the 
charges  of  falvade  being  deducted,  than  eighteen 
hundred  pounds. 

They  weighed  anchor  from  the  bay  of  Amoy 
on  the  thirtieth  of  September,  in  order  to  pro- 
ceed to  Macao,  in  the  road  of  which  they  an- 
chored on  the  fourth  of  October.  This  was 
formerly  one  of  the  moft  confiderable  places  in 
China,  though  it  is  now  much  decayed.  This, 
place  has  been  now  above  one  hundred  and. 
fifty  years  in  the  hands  of  the  Portuguefe,  and  the 
manner  in  which  they  became  pofiefied  of  it» 
exhibits  an  excellent  fpecimen  of  Chinefe  ge- 
nerofity. 

The  Portuguefe  going  from  Malacca  and 
India  to  trade  with  the  Chinefe,  and  meeting 
with  bad  weather,  fome  of  the  fhips  miferably 
perifhed,  for  want  of  fecure  harbours,  in  the 
Iflands  about  Macao  •,  on  which  the  others  re- 
quefted  fome  place  of  fafety  to  winter  in,  till 
the  feafon  would  allow  them  to  return  home  -r 
when  the  Chinefe,  for  their  own  advantage, 
gave  them  a  fpot  of  rocky  land,  then  in- 
habited by  robbers,  that  the  Portuguefe  might 
expel  them,  which  in  fact  they  did.  At  firft 
they  were  only  permitted  to  build  thatched, 
houfes,  but  afterwards,  having  bribed  the 
madarins,  they  erected  fubftantial  houfes  and 
forts ;  one  of  which  is  at  the  mouth  of  the  har- 
bour. 


APTAIN     JOHN    CLlPPERTON's    VOYAGE 


122 

bour,  called  the  Fort  of  the  Bar,  the  wall  of 
which  terminates  at  the  rock  called  Appenha, 
which  is  an  hermitage  of  the  fathers  of  the  or- 
der of  St.  Auguftin  on  the  hill. 

They  have  a  very  large  one,  called  the  Fort  of 
the  mountain,  bccaufe  fituated  on  the  very  top  of 
a  hill.  There  is  alfo  a  third  fort,  very  high, 
called  Nueftra  Senorade  Guia,  or  Our  Lady  of 
Guidance.  , 

The  city  of  Macao  ftands  on  a  penmfula-,  and 
there  is  a  very  ftrong  wall  built  acrois  the 
Ifthmus,  with  a  gate  in  the  middle  of  it, 
through  which  the  Chincfe  pafs  when  they 
pleafe°  but  it  is  death  for  any  of  the  Portugueie 
to  go  that  way.  .  . 

This  city  is  very  ftrongly  fortified,  having 
upwards  of  two  hundred  pieces  of  brafs  canon 
upon  its  walls.  The  Portuguefe  have  the  go- 
vernment of  their  own  people  within  the  city 
walls,  and  yet  Macao  is,  ftriftly  fpeakmg,  a 
Chinefe  city,  for  there  is  a  governor  refident 
upon  the  fpot,  and  a  hoppo,  or  commiffioner 
of  the  cuftoms-,  and  thefe,  together  with ^then- 
officers  and  fervants,  are  maintained  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  the  city,,  which  is  alfo  at  the  charge  or 
fupporting  the  Portuguefe  government. 

Notwithstanding  all  this,  the  inhabitants  were 
formerly  extremely  rich,  which  was  owing  to 
the  crreat  trade  they  carried  on  to  Japan  •,  which 
is  now  almoft  loft :  but  as  they  are  fituated  near 
Canton,  and  are  allowed  to  go  to  the  two  annual 
fairs  at  that  city,  and  to  make  trading  voyages 
at  other  times,  they  find  a  way  to  fubfift,  but 
can  do  very  little  more,  for  the  enormous  pre- 
fents  they  are  forced  to  make  to  the  Chinefe 
mandarins  on  all  occafions,  in  a  great  mealure 
devour  their  profits.  A  veffel  that  goes  to 
Canton,  pays  in  the  firft  place,  to  the  amount 
of  one  hundred  pounds  fterling,  for  leave  to 
trade-,  and  they  are  then  obliged  to  make  a 
considerable  prelent  for  permiffion  to  have  fuch 


articles  as  they  buy  brought  on  board  by  the 
Chinefe,  to  whom  they  not  only  pay  ready 
money  for  what  they  buy,  but  fometimes  ad- 
vance it  a  year  before  hand.  After  this,  a  far- 
ther prefent  is  neceffary  for  leave  to  depart, 
which  is  at  leaft  double  what  was  given  for 
leave  to  trade-,  over  and  above  thefe  prefents 
to  the  minifters,  certain  duties  are  paid  to  the 
emperor  for  all  that  is  bought. 

As  foon  as  Captain  Clipperton  entered  the 
port  of  Macao,  he  went  on  fhore  and  found  the 
captain  of  the  lhip  called  the  Queen  of  Angels, 
mentioned  above,  who  had  undertaken  the 
charge  of  what  effe&s  belonged  to  the  owners  ; 
and  as  this  gentleman  declared  himfelf  entirely 
of  captain  Clipperton's  opinion,  with  regard  to 
the  ftrength  of  the  veffel,  the  mutinous  crew 
were  a  little  at  a  lofs  ;  whereupon  Mr.  Cook, 
and  another  gentleman,  propofed  going  to  Can- 
ton, to  confult  Mr.  Winder,  fuper-cargo  to  an 
Eaft  Indiaman,  who  was  fon  to  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal proprietors,  as  to  what  fhould  be  done  with 
the  Succefs  ;  and  on  their  return,  the  fhip  was 
furveyed,  condemned,  and  fold  for  four  thou- 
fand  dollars. 

After  fhe  was  fold,  captain  Clipperton  agreed 
with  the  purchafer  for  a  paffage  in  her  to  Bata- 
via :  and  in  the  mean  time  the  crew  difperfed 
themfelves,  fome  going  to  Canton,  and  fome  to 
other  places,  from  whence,  at  different  times, 
they  procured  their  paffage  to  England. 

When  captain  Clipperton  arrived  at  Batavia, 
he  procured  a  paffage  in  a  Dutch  fhip  to  Eu- 
rope, and  on  his  arrival  in  Holland,  finding 
himfelf  in  a  declining  ftate  of  health,  he  took 
the  firft  opportunity  of  getting  to  Galway  in 
Ireland,  where  he  had  left  his  family,  but  the 
fatisfadtion  he  received  in  feeing  them,  was  of 
a  very  fhort  duration,  for  with  a  broken  fortune, 
he  died  of  a  broken  heart,  within  a  week  after 
his  landing. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

Thefrength  of  the  Squadron  ;  they  fail  from  St.  He/ens  to  Madera ;  defcription  of  that  if  and  ; 
the  hiftory  of  the  Spani/h  fqnadron  under  the  command  of  Don  Jofeph  Pizarro  ;  Mr.  Anfon 
arrives  at  the  if  and  of  St.  Catherine  ;  they  proceed  to  port   St.  Julian  ;  a  defcription  of 
that  port  and  country  ;  their  difrejfes   in  doubling    Cape  Horn  ;  they  arrive  at  Juan 
Fernandez. 


AS  inftruction  joined  with  entertainment 
is  the  principal  view  of  this  publication, 
it  will  be  unneceffary  for  us  to  give  an 
account  of  the  various  delays  which  Mr.  Anfon 
met  with  from  feveral  quarters,  after  his  being 
named  as  commander  in  chief  of  an  expedition, 
the  moft  interefting  particulars  of  which  will  be 
recited  in  the  following  pages. 

As  it  was  forefeen  in  the  latter  end  of  the 
fummerof  the  year  1739,  that  a  war  with  Spain 
was  inevitable,  it  was  the  opinion  of  feveral 
perfons  then  in  the  adminiftration,  that  it  would 
be  a  ftroke  of  admirable  policy  to  attack  the 
enemy  in  fome  of  her  diftant  fettlements,  there- 
by to  deprive  her  of  that  treafure  by  which  alone 
fhe  could  be  enabled  to  carry  on  the  war. 

The  fquadron  under  Mr.  Anion's  command, 
confifted  of  five  men  of  war,  a  fioop  of  war,  and 
two  victuallers.     Thefe  were  the 


Ships. 
Centurion 
Gloucefter 
Severn 
Pearl 


Commanders.  1 

George  Anfon,  Efq; 
Richard  Norris 
Edward  Legge 
Matt.  Mitchell 
Dandy  Kidd 
Tryal  Sloop    John  Murray 


Wager 


uns. 

Men. 

60 

400 

50 

300 

5° 

300 

40 

250 

28 

1  bo 

8 

100 

The  two  victuallers  were  pinks,  the  largeft  of 
about  four  hundred,  and  the  other  of  about  two 
hundred  tons  burden.  Thefe  were  to  attend  the 
fleet  till  its  provilions  were  lb  far  confumed,  *s 


to  make  room  for  the  additional  quantity  they 
carried  with  them,  which  was  to  be  taken  on 
board  the  ihips,  and  then  they  were  to  be  dif- 
charged. 

On  the  eighteenth  of  September  1 740,  the 
fquadron  weighed  from  St.  Helen's  with  a  con- 
trary wind,  the  commodore  propofing  to  tide  it 
down  the  channel,  lefs  dreading  the  inconveni- 
ences he  fhould  thereby  have  to  ftruggle  with, 
than  the  rifk  of  ruining  the  enterprize  by  wait- 
ing longer  for  a  fair  wind. 

On  board  this  fquadron  it  had  been  propofed 
to  embark  three  independant  companies  of  one 
hundred  men  each,  and  colonel  Bland,  with  his 
own  regiment,  as  commander  in  chief  of  the 
land  forces  ;  but  by  fome  unaccountable  infa- 
tuation, this  appointment  dwindled  into  four 
hundred  and  feventy  invalids,  draughted  from 
Chelfea,  and  commanded  by  lieutenant  colonel 
Cracherode  •,  and  moft  of  thefe  were  lb  old  and 
infirm  as  to  be  totally  unfit  to  furmount  the 
difficulties  of  a  voyage,  which  required  all  fhe 
advantages  of  health,  ftrength  and  youth. 

On  the  twentieth  in  the  morning,  being  off 
the  ram-head,  they  uncovered  the  Dragon, 
Winchefter,  South  fea  Caftle  and  Rye,  with  a 
number  of  merchantmen  under  their  convoy  •, 
thefe  they  joined  about  noon  the  fame  day,  the 
commodore  having  orders  tj  fee  them,  together 
with  the  St.  Alban's  and  Lark,  which  had 
weighed  from  St.  Helens  with  him,  a:  far  into 
the   fea   as   their   courfe  and  his  lay    together. 

W 


124        THE    VOYAGE     OF    GEORGE    ANSON,    Efq3 


When  they  came  in  fight  of  this  laft  men- 
tioned fleet,  Mr.  Anfon  firft  hoifted  his  broad 
pendant,  and  was  faluted  by  all  the  men  of  war 
in  company. 

By  the  twenty-ninth  of  September,  the  feveral 
men  of  war  having  parted  in  their  appointed 
latitudes,  Mr.  Anfon  made  the  beft  of  his  way 
for  Madera,  but  had  the  mortification  not  to 
reach  that  Ifland  till  the  twenty-fifth  of  October, 
when  he  came  to  an  anchor  in  forty  fathom- 
water.  They  had  hardly  let  go  their  anchor, 
when  an  Englifh  privateer  floop,  ran  under 
their  ftern  and  faluted  the  commodore  with 
nine  guns,  which  he  returned  with  five.  The 
next  day  the  conful  of  the  Ifland,  vifited  the 
commodore,  and  was  faluted  with  nine  guns  on 
his  going  a-board. 

The  climate  of  Madera  is  extremely  health- 
ful and  pleafant.  The  ifland,  which  is  fituated 
in  thirty  two  degrees  feventeen-  minutes  north 
latitude,  is  compofed  of  one  continued  hill, 
of  a  confiderable  height,  extending  itfelf  from 
eaft  to  weft;  the  declivity  of  which,  on  the 
fouth  fide,  is  cultivated  and  interfperfed  with 
vineyards  -,  and  in  the  midft  of  this  flope,  the 
merchants  have  fixed  their  country  feats,  which 
help  to  form  a  very  agreeable  proipect. 

The  only  town  of  any  confequence  on  the 
Ifland,  is  Fonchiale,  which  is  fituated  on  the 
fouth  part  of  k,  at  the  bottom  of  a  large  bay, 
and  is  defended  by  a  high  wall,  and  a  battery 
of  cannon,  befides  a  fortified  caftle,  ftanding  on 
the  Loo,  which  is  a  rock  fituated  in  the  water 
at  a  fmall  diftance  from  the  fhore.  This  town 
is  the  only  place  of  trade,  nor  indeed  is  there 
any  other  place  where  it  is  pofiible  for  a  boat 
to  land  •,  and  even  here  the  beach  is  covered 
with  large  ftones,  and  a  violent  furf  continually 
beats  upon  it ;  fo  that  the  commodore  not  care- 
ing  to  his  ufe  own  boats,  made  ufe  of  thole  of  the 
Portuguefe,  to  bring  off  water  and  other  ne- 
ceflaries  for  the  ufe  of  the  fleet. 

The  ifland  of  Madera  is  famous  for  its  ex- 
cellent wine,  which,  leems  peculiarly  adapted  by 
providence  for  the  refrefhfrient  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  torrid  zone. 

While  they  were  at  this  ifland,  taking  in 
wine  and  other  refrefhments,  captain  Norris, 
on  the  third  of  November,  fignified,  in  a  letter  to 
the  commodore,  his  defire  to  quit  his  command 
en  board  the  Gloucefter,  in  order  to  return  to 
England  for  the  recovery  of  his  health,  which  be- 
ing complied  with,  Mr.  Anfon  appointed  captain 
Mitchell  to  command  the  Gloucefter,  removed 
captain  Kidd  from  the  Wager  to  the  Pearl,  and 
captain  Murray  from  the  Tryal  Sloop  to  the 
Wager,  promoting  lieutenant  Cheap  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  Tryal. 

The  next  day  Mr.  Anfon  gave  to  the  Cap- 
tains their  orders,  appointing  St.  J  ago,  one  of 
the  Cape  de  Verd  Iflands,  to  be  the  firft  place 
of  rendezvous  in  cafe  of  feperation  -,  with  direc- 
tions that  if  they  did  not  meet  the  Centurion 
there,  they  fhould  proceed  immediately  to 
the  Ifland  of  St.  Catherine's  on  the  coaft  of 
Brazil. 

The  refrefhments  being  taken  on  board,  they 
weighed  anchor,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  third 


of  November,  and  left  the  Ifland  of  Madera ; 
but  before  we  purfue  them,  it  may  be  proper 
to  give  fome  account  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
enemy,  and  the  meafures  they  took  to  fuftrate 
the  deiign  of  the  Englifh. 

Mr.  Anfon,  on  a  vifit  to  the  governor  of 
Madera,  received  information  that  for  three 
or  four  days  in  the  latter  end  of  October, 
there  had  appeared  to  the  weftward  of  that 
ifland  feveral  fhips  of  the  line,  and  a  patache  ; 
which  laft  was  fent  every  day  clofe  in  to  make 
the  land.  On  this  intelligence  the  commodore 
fent  an  officer  in  a  clean  floop,  eight  leagues  to 
the  weftward,  to  reconnoitre  them,  but  he  re- 
turned without  being  able  to  get  a  fight  of 
them.  In  the  courle  of  their  expedition^  how- 
ever, they  were  perfuaded  that  this  was  the 
Spanifh  fquadron,  commanded  by  Don  Jofeph 
Pizarro,  which  was  fent  out  on  purpofe  to  tra- 
verfe  the  views  of  the'  Enghfh  Fleet,  to  which 
they  were  considerably  fuperior. 

As  this  armament  was  lb  clofely  connected 
with  Mr.  Anibn's  expedition,  and  as  the  cataf- 
trophe  it  underwent  was  a  confiderable  advan- 
tage to  this  nation,  we  will  here  give  a  fum- 
mary  account  of  their  proceedings,  as  it  has 
been  learnt  from  intercepted  letters  and  other 
informations,  from  their  firft  fetting  out  from 
Spain,  in  the  year  1 740,  till  the  return  of  the 
onlyfhip  of  the  Squadron,  which  reached  Eurcpev 
in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1 746. 

The  fquadron  under  the  command  of  Don 
■  Jofeph  Pizarro,  confifted  of  the  Afia,  of  fixty-fix 
guns  and  feven  hundred  men,  which  was  the 
Admiral's  fliip  •,  the  Guipofcoa,  of  feventy  four 
guns  and  feven  hundred  men  ;  the  Hermionc, 
of  fifty-four  guns  and  five  hundred  men  ;  the 
Efperanza,  of  fifty  guns  and  four  hundred  and 
fifty  men  ;  the  St.  Eitevan,  of  forty  guns  and 
three  hundred  and  fifty  men  ;  and  a  patache  of 
twenty  guns.  Thele  fhips,  befides  their  full  com- 
plement of  failors  and  marines,  had  on  board  an 
old  Spanifh  regiment  of  foot,  intended  to  rein- 
force the  garrilbns  on  the  coaft  of  the  South 
Seas. 

This  fleet  failed  from  Spain  with  only  four 
months  provifions  on  board,  and  having  cruized 
for  fome  days  to  the  leeward  of  die  Madera 
iflands,  fleered  for  the  River  of  Plate,  where 
they  arrived  in  January,  and  caft  anchor  at  the 
mouth  of  that  river,  in  the  bay  of  Maldonado. 

Pizarro  immediately  fent  to  Buenos  Ayres, 
for  a  fupply  of  provifions,  but  receiving  intel- 
ligence from  the  Portuguefe  governor  of  St. 
Catherine's,  of  Mr.  Anfon's  arrival  at  that 
ifland  on  the  twenty-firft  of  December  preceed- 
ing,  and  of  his  preparing  to  put  to  fea  again, 
Pizarro  refolved  to  get  round  Cape  Horn,  and 
therefore  weighed'  anchor,  with  the  whole 
fleet  except  the  patache,  without  waiting  for  his 
provifions. 

As  the  Spanifh  failors,  being  for  the  mofh 
part  accuftomed  to  a  fair  weather  country,  might 
be  expected  to  be  very  averfe  to  fo  dangerous 
and  fatiguing  a  navigation  ;  the  better  to  en- 
courage them,  fome  part  of  their  pay  was  ad- 
vanced to  them  in  European  goods,  which  they 
were  to  be  allowed  to  difpofeof  in  the  South  Seas. 

Pizarro. 
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Pizarro  with  his  fquadron,  having,  towards 
the  latter  end  of  February,  run  the  length  of 
Cape  Horn,  he  then  flood  to  the  weftward  in 
order  to  double  it  ;  but  in  the  night  of  the  laft 
of  that  month,  old  ftile,  the  Guipufcoa,  the 
Herrhione,  and  the  Elperanza,  were  feperated 
from  the  admiral  ;  and  on  the  fixth  of  March 
following  the  Guipufcoa  was  feperated  from 
the  other  two ;  and  next  day  there  came  on  a 
furious  ftorm  which  drove  the  whole  fquadron 
to  the  caftward. 

Aftonifhing  and  almoft  incredible  were  the 
hardmips  they  now  endured  ;  their  veffels  were 
leaky,  and  the  famine  was  lb  great,  that  a  rat 
on  board  the  Afia  fold  for  four  dollars,  and  a 
Jailor  who  died  on  board,  had  his  death  con- 
ceded for  four  days,  by  his  brother,  who  lay 
with  the  corpfe  in  the  hammock,  only  for  the 
fake:  of  receiving  the  dead  man's  provilions. 

In  this  dreadful  fituation  they  were  alarmed 
by  the  difco'very  oi'  a  confpiracy  among  the 
marines  on  board  the  admiral's  lhip-,  which 
had  taken  its  rife  from  the  miferies  they  en- 
dured ;  and  though  the  confpirators  propofed 
nothing  lets  thari  the  murder  of  the  officers  and 
the  whole  crew,  yet  it  dees  not  appear  that 
l  hey  were  ftlmulated  by  any  other  motive,  than 
the  hope  of  appropriating  the  provifions  of  the 
whole  Ihip's  crew  to  themfelves  :  but  the  bloody 
defign  being  difcovered  by  one  of  their  con- 
feffors,  when  juft  on  the  point  of  execution, 
three  of  the  ringleaders  were  immediately  put 
to  death. 

Although  the  confpiracy  was  fuppreffed, 
their  other  calamities  admitted  of  no  allevia- 
tion, but  grew  every  day  more  and  more  de- 
ftruftive  ;  lb  that  through  ficknefs,  fatigue  and 
hunger,  the  Afia  arrived  at  Monte  Vedio  in 
the  River  of  Plate,  with  only  half  her  crew; 
the  St.  Eftavan  had,  in  like  manner  loft  half 
her  hands,  when  fhe  anchored  in  the  bay  of 
Baragan  •,  and  the  Elperanza,  a  fifty  gun  fhip, 
was  [till  more  unfortunate,  for  only  fifty  eight 
perfons  remained  alive,  of  four  hundred  and 
fifty  which  fhe  had  brought  from  Spain  -,  and 
the  whole  regiment  of  foot  perifhed  except 
fixty  men.  The  Hermione  was  fuppofed  to 
fourtder  at  fea,  for  fhe  was  never  heard  of 
more  ;  and  the  hiftory  of  the  Guipufcoa  is  as 
follows. 

By  the  fourth  of  April  they  had  loft  two 
hundred  and  fifty  men  by  hunger  and  fatigue, 
and  though  the  veffel  was  extremely  fhattered, 
and  let  in  great  quantities  of  water,  thofe  who 
were  capable  of  working  at  the  pumps,  at 
which  all  the  officers  without  exception  took 
their  turns,  yet  provifions  were  fo  fcarce,  that 
thefe  were  allowed  only  an  ounce  and  a  half  of 
bifcuit  a  day  ;  fo  that  the  men  frequently  dropt 
down  dead  at  the  pumps  •,  and  thofe  who 
where  too  fick  to  labour  at  the  pumps  had  only 
an  ounce  of  wheat  a  day. 

The  fhip  having  loft  her  mafts  and  rigging, 
the  butt-ends  of  her  planks  being  ftarted,  her 
bolts  drawn,  her  feams  all  open,  and  only  kept 
together  by  fix  turns  of  cable  tightened  round 
her,  was  drove  like  a  wreck  till  the  twenty-fourth 
of  April,  on  which  day  they  made  the  coaft  of 
N"   11.  I  i 


Brazil,  ten  leagues  to  the  fouthward  of  St.  Ca- 
therine's. The  captain  was  very  defirous  of 
reaching  that  ifiand,  in  order  to  fave  the  hull  of 
the  fhip,  and  the  ftores  that  were  on  board  :  but 
the  crew,  exafperated  at  the  hardfhips  they  had 
undergone,  unanimoufly  cried  out,  "  On  fhore, 
On  fhore,"  and  compelled  the  captain  to  run  the 
fhip  directly  in  for  land  :  fo  that  the  crew  who 
had  furvived  their  diftreffes,  to  the  number  of 
four  hundred,  got  fafe  on  fhore  •,  but  the  veffel, 
with  all  her  ftores  on  board,  funk  on  the  fifth 
day  afterwards.  As  to  the  twenty-gun  tender, 
Ihe  had  been  broken  up  before  they  fet  out  from 
the  bay  of  Maldonado. 

But  Pizarro's  misfortunes  were  by  no  means 
yet  compleated  ;  for  in  the  year  1 745,  coming 
over  land  (with  Mindinuetta,  who  had  com- 
manded the  Guipufcoa,)  from  Chili  to  Buenos. 
Ayres,  they  found  the  Afia  at  Monte  Vedio, 
which  they  had  left  there  three  years  before  ; 
and  refolved,  if  poffible,  to  return  with  her  to 
Europe  ;  but  not  having  above  one  hundred 
of  their  old  hands  to  navigate  her,  they  fupplied 
the  deficiency  by  preffing  feveral  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Buenos  Ayres,  putting  on  board  all  the 
Englifh  prifoners  then  in  their  cuftody,  feveral 
Portuguefe  fmugglers,  and  fome  Indians  of  the 
country,  among  whom  were  Orellana  and  ten 
of  his  followers.  He  was  chief  of  a  powerful 
tribe  which  had  committed  great  ravages  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Buenos  Ayres,  and  had 
lately  been  made  prifoner  by  a  party  of  Spanifh 
horfe: 

With  this  mixed  crew  they  fet  fail  about  the 
beginning  of  November  1 745,  and  the  native 
Spaniards,  knowing  the  difiatisfaclion  of  the 
men  they  had  forced  on  board,  treated  both 
Englifh  and  Indians  with  the  utmoft  inhu- 
manity -,  but  in  particular  the  Indians,  who  were 
frequently  beaten  in  the  moft  cruel  manner  by 
the  meaneft  officers  on  board.  In  the  mean 
time  Orellana  and  his  companions  appeared  to 
bear  their  fufferings  with  patience,  but  medi- 
tated a  fevere  revenge  on  their  oppreffors. 

As  Orellana  fpoke  the  Spanifh  language  flu- 
ently, he  endeavoured  to  cultivate  an  acquain- 
tance with  fuch  of  the  Englifh  as  underftood 
that  tongue  ;  and  knowing  them  to  be  enemies 
to  the  Spaniards  as  well  as  himfelf,  it  is  fuppofed 
he  would  have  difclofed  his  fcheme  to  them,  had 
he  found  their  inclinations  fufficiently  vindictive  j 
but  being  difappointed  in  this  expectation,  he 
refolved  to  truft,  for  the  execution  of  his  plan, 
to  his  ten  faithful  followers  only. 

They  now  therefore  made  it  their  bufinefs  to 
furnifh  themfelves  with  Dutch  knives,  fharp 
at  the  point,  which  being  commonly  ufed  on 
board,  were  eafily  procured.  At  proper  oppor- 
tunities they  fecretly  cut  thongs  from  raw  hides 
which  were  on  board,  and  to  each  end  of  thefe 
thongs,  fixed  the  double  headed  (hot  of  the  fmall 
quarter-deck  guns.  This  weapon  is  very  mif- 
chievous,  when  fwung  round  the  head  accord- 
ing to  the  practice  of  their  country  •,  and  the  In- 
dians about  Buenos  Ayres,  being  trained  to  this 
way  of  fighting  from  their  infancy,  are  very  ex- 
pert at  it.  While  Orellana  and  his  companions 
were   making  their  preparations,  their  revenge 
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was  doubtlcfs  precipitated  by  the  following  cir- 
cumftance. 

A  very  brutal  fellow,  one  of  the  officers,  hav- 
ing ordered  Orellana  aloft,  a  talk  which  he  was 
incapable  of  performing,  the  officer,  on  pretence 
of  difobedience,  knocked  him  down,  and  beat 
him  at  fo  unmerciful  a  rate,  that  he  left  him 
bleeding  on  the  deck,  where  he  lay  for  two 
hours,  ftunned  with  his  wounds  and  bruifes. 

About  nine  o'clock  in  the  Evening,  two  or 
three  days  after  this  affair,  many  of  the  princi- 
cipal  officers  were  enjoying  the  cool  air  on  the 
quarter  deck  •,  the  forecaftle  was  manned  with 
its  cuftomary  watch,  and  the  wafte  of  the  fliip 
was  rilled  with  live  cattle.  Orellana  and  his, 
companions,  having  thrown  off  the  more  cum- 
brous part  of  their  drefs,  and  prepared  their 
weapons,  came  all  together  towards  the  door  of 
the  great  cabin. 

As  they  approached,  the  boatfwain  repri- 
manded them  for  their  encroachment,  and  or- 
dered them  to  withdraw  :  whereupon  Orellana 
fpoke  to  his  followers  in  their  native  Language, 
when  four  of  them  drew  off,  two  to  each  gang- 
way, while  the  other  fix,  with  their  chief,  affec- 
ted to  retire  flowly,  till  Orellana  law  the  gang- 
ways poffeffed  by  the  detached  parties  ;  when 
clapping  his  hand  hollow  to  his  mouth,  he  fet 
up  the  war  cry,  which  is  perhaps  the  moft  ter- 
rifying found  in  nature  ;  on  which  they  all  drew 
their  knives,  and  brandiihed  their  flings  fo  fuc- 
cefsfully,  that  they  laid  above  twenty  Spaniards 
dead  at  their  feet,  and  difabled  as  many  more. 

It  is  impoflible  to  defcribe  the  confufion  which 
this  fuddtn  attack  fpread  among  the  ihips  crew  : 
moft  of  the  principal  officers  in  the  beginning  of 
the  tumult,  rufhed  into  the  great  cabin,  where 
they  extinguifhed  die  light,  and  made  the  door 
fail  •,  while  others  endeavoured  to  make  their 
efcape  along  the  gang-ways  into  the  forecaftle  : 
but  the  Indians,  who  were  ftationed  on  purpofe, 
ftabbed  the  greater  part  of  them,  as  they  at- 
tempted to  pafs  by,  or  forced  them  off  the 
gang-ways  into  the  wafte.  Some  threw  them- 
felves  over  the  barricadoes  into  the  wafte,  happy 
to  lie  concealed  among  the  cattle  ;  while  the 
greater  part  ran  up  the  main-lhrouds,  and  fe- 
cured  themfelves  in  the  tops  or  rigging.  The 
watch  in  the  forecaftle,  finding  their  communica- 
tion cut  off,  ran  up  into  the  rigging  of  the  fore- 
maft  and  bowfprit,  in  the  utmoft  confufion. 

Thus  did  eleven  Indians,  with  unexampled 
refolution,  poffefs  themfelves  almoft  in  an  in- 
ftant,  of  the  quarter  deck  of  a  fliip  mounting 
fixty-fix  guns,  and  manned  with  near  five  hun- 
dred hands.  The  officers  in  the  great  cabin, 
among  whom  were  Pizarro  and  Mindinuetta, 
the  crew  between  decks,  and  thole  who  had  I 
efcaped  into  the  tops  and  rigging,  were  only  | 
anxious  for  their  own  fafety ;  and  were  for  a  long 
time  incapable  of  forming  any  project  for  fur- 
preffing  the  infurrection. 

The  yells  of  the  Indians,  the  confufed  cla- 
mours of  the  crew,  and  the  groans  of  the  wound- 
ed, all  heightened  by  the  obfeurity  of  the  night, 
had,  at  firft,  greatly  magnified  their  danger, 
and  filled  them  with  imaginary  terrors.  For  as 
the  Spaniards  were  fenfible  of  the  disaffection  of 
their  preft  hands,  and  were  confeious  of  their 


barbarity  to  their  priibners,  they  imagined  the 
confpiracy  was  general,  and  confidered  them- 
felves as  devoted  to  deftruclion  ;  fome  of  them 
were  even  fo  terrified  as  to  have  taken  the  refo- 
lution of  jumping  into  the  fea,  had  not  the  ar- 
guments of  their  companions  diverted  them 
from  it. 

Orellana  having  cleared  the  quarter  deck, 
broke  open  the  cheft  of  arms,  which,  a  few- 
days  before,  had  been  removed  to  that  place  on 
a  flight  fufpicion  of  mutiny  ;  but,  to  his  great 
difappointment,  he  found  only  fire  arms  ;  but 
had  he  thought  to  have  removed  thefe,  he  would 
have  come  at  the  cutlaffes  of  which  he  was  in 
learch,  in  the  ule  of  which  weapons  the  Indians 
are  extremely  well  {killed  ;  and  with  thefe,  it  is 
luppofed,  they  intended  to  have  forced  the  great 
cabin. 

By  this  time  Pizarro  and  his  companions  in 
the  great  cabin,  were  capable  of  converfing  aloud 
through  the  windows  and  port-holes,  with  thofe  in 
the  gun  room  and  between  decks  ;  from  whom 
they  learnt,  that  the  Englifh,  whom  they  had 
chiefly  fufpecled,  were  all  fate  below,  and  had 
not  been  concerned  in  the  mutiny  ;  and,  at 
length,  they  came  to  underftand  that  there  were 
no  confpirators  but  Orellana  and  his  people. 
On  this,  Pizarro  and  his  officers,  refolved  to  attack 
them,  before  any  of  the  malecontents  on  board 
fhould  recover  their  furprize  and  join  them  ;  for 
which  purpofe  they  lowered  down  a  bucket  out 
of  the  cabin  window,  into  which  the  gunner 
handed  out  of  one  of  the  gun-room  ports,  a 
quantity  of  piftol  cartridges,  with  which  they 
loaded  their  piftols,  being  the  only  arms  they 
had  in  the  cabin  ;  and  then  venturing  to  fet  the 
door  a  little  open,  they  fired  among  the  Indians, 
but  for  fome  time  without  effect,  till  Mindinuet- 
ta  had  the  good  fortune  to  (hoot  Orellana  dead  on 
the  fpot,  upon  which  his  companions  inftantly 
leaped  into  the  fea,  and  were  every  one  of  diem 
drowned. 

Thus  after  the  thip  had  been  upwards  of  two 
hours  in  poflefilon  of  thefe  gallant  Indians,  did 
Pizarro  regain  the  command  of  it,  and  arrived 
with  it  in  fafety  on  the  coaft  of  Galicia,  in  the 
beginning  of  the  year  1746,  after  his  having 
been  abfent  from  Europe  near  five  years,  and 
having  by  his  affiduity  in  watching  the  motions 
of  Mr.  Anfon,  occafioned  the  deftruclion  of  four 
fine  fhips  of  war  and  a  tender,  and  curtailed  the 
naval  power  of  Spain  of  more  than  three  thou- 
fand  of  her  ableft  hands  ;  a  lots  which,  alone, 
would  have  heen  fufficient  to  have  indemnified 
this  nation  for  the  expence  of  the  equipment  of 
Mr.  Anion's  fquadron. 

iWe  left  Mr,  Anfon  on  the  third  of  Novem- 
ber,   having  juft  weighed  from  the  ifland  of 
Madera,    and  intending  for  St.  Jago,    one  of 
the    Cape  de  Verd  Iflands ;    but     next    day, 
when  they  were  at  fea,  on  confideration   how 
far  the  feafon  was  advanced,  he  altered  this  re^ 
folution,  and   appointed  St.  Catherine's  on  the 
coaft  of  Brazil  to  be  thefirft  place  of  rendezvous 
in  cafe  of  feperation.     On  the  fixteenth  of  De- 
cember in  the  morning  they  difcovered  the  land 
of  Brazil,  and  on  the  evening  of  the  eighueenth 
they  caft  anchor  at  the  north  weft  point  of  the 
ifland  of  St.  Catherine's. 

As 
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As  the  forts  began  to  fire  their  guns  and 
noill  their  colours,  the  commodore,  to  prevent 
the  alarm  from  fpreading,  difpatched  an  officer 
to  compliment  the  governor,  and  defire  a  pilot 
to  carry  them  into  the  road ;  a  requeft  which 
was  immediately  complied  with  ;  and  on  fun- 
day  the  twenty-firft  they  were  brought  up  pall 
the  caftle  of  Santa  Cruz,  which  they  fainted 
with  eleven  guns,  and  the  compliment  was  re- 
turned with  an  equal  number. 

Former  navigators  have  celebrated  this  ifland 
for  the  whole (bmenefs  of  its  air,  the  plenty  of 
refrefhments  which  it  yields,  and  the  holpitalityof 
its  inhabitants  •,  but  Mr.  Anion's  people  found  the 
direct  contrary  in  every  particular:  their  firft  care, 
after  having  moored  their  fhips,  was  to  get  the 
lick  men  on  more,  into  tents  which  were  erected 
for  their  reception. 

The  difeaied  on  board  the  Centurion  amount- 
ed to  eighty  perfons,  nor  were  their  numbers 
proportionally  lefs  on  board  the  other  veffels  : 
vet  the  land  air  was  of  fo  little  advantage  to 
them,  that  they  buried  twenty-eight  hands  from 
the  commodore's  fhip,  and  carried  away  ninety- 
fix  in  a  very  weak  condition ;  their  chief  dilbrders 
being  calentures  which  they  had  contracted  in 
their  run  from  Madera,  cccafioned  by  the 
warmth  of  the  climate,  and  the  offenfive  fmell 
that  prevailed  among  fuch  a  number  of  men. 

When  the  fick  were  taken  care  of,  their  next 
employment  was  to  wood  anu  water  their 
fquadron,  caulk  their  fhips  fides  and  decks,  and 
fecure  the  mails  and  rigging  againft  the  tem- 
pcftuous  weather  they  expecled  to  meet  with 
in  a  voyage  round  Cape  Horn  ;  the  dangers  of 
which  were  lb  evident,  that  Mr.  Anfon  appoint- 
ed three  different  places  of  rendezvous,  the  firll 
of  which  was  port  St.  Julian,  where  they  were  to 
be  flationcd  for  ten  days  and  take  in  fait ;  the  fe- 
cond  the  ifland  of  NoftraSenora  del  Socoro,  where 
they  were  to  ply  off  and  on  from  five  to  twelve 
leagues  diilant,  as  long-  as  their  ilore  of  wood 
and  water  would  permit ;  and  then  to  proceed 
to  Juan  Fernandez,  to  take  in  a  frefh  fupply  •,  and 
there,  if  they  were  not  joined  by  the  commodore, 
they  were  to  give  him  up  for  loft  ;  and  were  to 
put  themielves  under  the  command  of  the  fenior 
officer,  who  was  to  ufe  his  utmoft  endeavours 
to  annoy  the  enemy  by  fea  and  land,  as  long 
as  his  provifions  lafted,  or  as  long  as  they  were 
recruited  by  what  he  fhould  take  from  the  ene- 
my ;  referving  only  a  fufficient  quantity  to  carry 
him  and  the  lhips  under  his  command  to  Macao, 
it  the  entrance  of  the  river  of  Canton,  on  the 
coaft  of  China  ;  where,  having  taken  in  a  frefh 
flock  of  provifions,  he  was  to  fail  to  England 
with  all  pofiible  expedition. 

Under  thefe  orders  the  fquadron  left  St. 
Catherine's  on  Sunday  the  eighteenth  of  January, 
and  three  days  afterwards  they  had  a  mofl  vio- 
lent florm,  attended  with  fo  thick  a  fog,  that 
it  was  impoffiblc  to  fee  at  the  diflance  of  two 
fhip's  length,  fo  that  the  fleet  was  totally  dif- 
perfed,  but  they  were  all  in  fight  again  by  the 
next  day  at  noon,  except  the  Pearl,  which  did 
not  join  them  till  near  a  month  afterwards,  when 
they  were  almoft  arrived  at  Port  St.  Julian, 
where  they  were  obliged  to  make  fome  delay 


to  refit  the  Trial,  which  had  loft  her  main-maft, 
in  the  abovementioned  florm. 

On  the  eighteenth  of  February  the  fquadron 
came  to  an  anchor  in  the  bay  of  St.  Julian,  on 
the  coaft  of  Patagonia,  where  the  Trial  was  im- 
mediately put  in  repair,  being  fupplied  by  the 
Wager  with  a  fpare  main-top-mail,  which  was 
converted  into  a  foremaft. 

That  part  of  the  fouthern  continent  of 
America,  which  is  unoccupied  by  the  Spaniards, 
and  extends  from  their  fettlements  to  the  ftreights 
of  Magellan,  is  called  Patagonia;  it  is  re- 
markable for  being  one  continued  chain  of 
downs,  covered  with  long  tufts  of  coarfe  grafs, 
interperfed  with  barren  fpots,  where  only  gravel 
is  to  be  feen. 

The  whole  coaft,  which  is  twelve  hundred 
miles  in  length,  and  as  far  back  as  any  dis- 
coveries have  yet  been  made,  has  no  other  wood 
than  a  few  infignificant  fhrubs. 

A  few  horfes  and  black  cattle  having  been 
put  on  fhore  here  by  the  Spaniards,  when  they 
firft  fettled  at  Buenos  Ayres,  they  have  in- 
creafed  to  that  degree  that  they  extend  in  vaft 
herds  over  the  continent,  and  are  no  longer 
confidered  as  private  property,  but  taken  by 
whoever  chufes  to  hunt  them  down  •,  many 
thoufands  of  them  being  annually  flau^htered 
by  the  hunters,  merely  for  their  hides  and  tallow. 

Thefe  hunters  are  mounted  on  horfe-back, 
and  armed  with  a  kind  of  fpear,  with  a  blade 
at  the  end  of  it,  which  inftead  of  being  fixed  in 
a  line  with  the  wood,  is  fixed  acrofs.  With 
this  inftrument  they  purfue  the  beafts,  ahd  the 
hunter  that  comes  neareft  him,  hamftrings 
him  •,  after  which  he  foon  falls,  without  beino- 
able  to  rife  again,  when  the  hunters  inhuman- 
ly leave  him,  and  follow  others  which  they 
treat  in  the  fame  manner.  Sometimes  a  fecond 
party  attends  the  hunters  to  fkin  the  cattle  as 
they  fall,  but  they  oftener  leave  them  to  lan- 
guifh  in  torment,  from  an  imagination  that  the 
anguifh  the  beaft  indures,  will  burft  the  lym- 
phatic veffels,  and  thereby  facilitate  the  fepara- 
tion  of  the  fkin  from  the  carcafe.  Againft 
this  horrid  practice  their  priefts  have  loudly 
exclaimed,  but  all  they  have  yet  faid  on  the 
fubjeel  has  not  put  a  flop  to  it. 

The  carcafes  of  the  beafts  killed  in  this  man- 
ner are  left  to  putrify,  or  to  be  devoured  by 
the  wild  dogs,  of  which  there  are  immenfa 
numbers,  which  are  fuppofed  to  have  been  ori- 
ginally produced  by  Spanifh  dogs  from  Buenos 
Ayres,  but  being  allured  by  the  abundance  of 
carrion,  they  left  their  matters,  and  run  wild 
among  the  cattle. 

Many  black  cattle  are  alfo  annually  taken 
alive  for  the  ufes  of  agriculture  and  other  pur- 
poles.  The  method  of  taking  them  is  very  cu- 
rious. The  hunters,  who  are  on  horfeback, 
take  a  ftrong  thong  of  feveral  fathoms  in  length, 
at  one  end  of  which  is  a  running  noofe  •,  they 
hold  it  in  their  right  hand,  and  it  being  pro- 
perly coiled  up,  and  the  oppoiite  end  fattened 
to  the  faddle,  they  ride  at  a  herd  of  cattle,  and 
when  they  come  within  a  proper  diflance  of 
the  beaft  they  intend  to  catch,  throw  the  thong; 
with  fuch  exactnefs,  that  they  fcarce  ever  fail 

to 
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to  fix  the  noofe  about  his  horns.  The  beafl 
when  he  finds  himfelf  entangled,  generally  runs, 
but  the  horfe  keeps  pace  with  him,  till  a  fe- 
cond  hunter  throws  another  noofe  about  one  of 
his  hind  legs  •,  and  then  the  horfes  turning  dif- 
ferent ways,  the  beaft  is  foon  overthrown,  and 
each  horfe  keeps  upon  the  ftretch,till  the  hunters 
.difmount,  and  fecure  him  as  they  think  proper  : 
and  if  the  affertior.s  of  peribns  of  credit  may 
be  believed,  even  tigers  are  taken  in  this  man- 


ner. 


A  principle  difadvantage  in  this  country  is 
the  fcarcity  of  frefh  water,  which  hitherto  has 
been  found  only  in  final!  quantities ;  that  wnich 
is  common  in  the  ponds  and  ftreams  being 
brackiih  and  ill-tafted. 

There  are  confiderable  numbers  of  Peruvian 
iheep  throughout  the  country,  which  are  extreme- 
ly fhy  and  difficult  to  be  taken. 

On  the  eaftern  coaft  there  are  abundance  of 
feals,  and  a  great  variety  of  fea  fowls,  the  moft 
remarkable  of  which  are  penguins,  which  are 
about  the  fhape  and  fize  of  a  goofe  ;  but  inftead 
of  wings  have  fhort  flumps  like  fins,  which  are  of 
no  ufe  to  them  except  in  the  water:  their  bills  are 
narrow,  their  bellies  white,  and  as  they  ftand 
and  walk  in  an  erect  pofture,  Sir  John  Narbo- 
rough  has  whimfically  compared  them  to  little 
children  in  white  aprons. 

There  are  but  few  inhabitants  on  this  fide  of 
the  coaft,  which  at  port  St.  Julian  is  not  more 
than  three  hundred  miles  over  -,  but  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Buenos  Ayres,  where  the 
continent  is  near  four  hundred  leagues  broad, 
the  natives  are  numerous,  active  and  fpirited, 
and  oftentimes  very  troublefome  to  the  Spa- 
niards-, in  their  bravery  they  nearly  refemble'the 
gallant  Indians  of  Chili,  who  have  often  fet  the 
Spaniih  power  at  defiance,  and  ftill  nobly  main- 
tain their  independence.  They  are  ufually  ex- 
cellent horfemen,  and  extremely  expert  in  the 
vvfe  of  all  military  weapons  except  fire  arms,  which 
the  Spaniards  are  very  follicitous  to  keep  out 
of  their  hands. 

It  is  certain  that  the  moft  effectual  flep  to 
fubvert  the  Spanifh  power  in  America,  would 
be  to  cultivate  a  fricndlhip  with,  and  give  due 
encouragement  to  thefe  Indians,  and  thole  of 
Chili. 

Sir  John  Narborough  has  obferved  that  the 
port  of  St.  Julian  produces  excellent  fait,  and 
that  in  the  month  or  February,  fulficient  may  be 
found  there  to  fill  a  thoufand  fhips  -,  Mr.  Anfon, 
however,  did  not  find  this  report  verified  ;  for 
on  fending  an  officer  to  the  fait  pond,  to  get  a 
quantity  for  the  ufe  of  the  fquadron,  it  was 
found  to  be  fcarce  and  bad  ;  which,  perhaps, 
was  occafioned  by  the  uncommon  wetnefs  of  the 
weather. 

The  principal  matter  which  detained  the  fqua- 
dron at  Port  St.  Julian,  being  the  refitting  of 
the  Trial,  and  that  bufinefs  being  compleated, 
the  commodore  held  a  council  of  the  officers  on 
board  the  Centurion,  and  informed  them  that  his 
orders  were  to  fecure  fome  port  in  the  South 
Seas,  where  the  fhips  in  the  fquadron  might 
careen  and  refit ;  and  propofed  to  attack  Baldi- 
via,  the  principal  frontier  of  Chili ;  to   which 


every  member  confenting,  new  inft.ruC~r.ions  were 
given  to  the  captains  of  the  fquadron,  import- 
ing that  in  cafe  of  feperation,  they  were  to  cruize 
ten  days  off  the  ifland  of  Noftra  Senora  del  So- 
coro  •,  when  if  they  were  not  joined  by  the  com- 
modore, they  were  to  proceed  and  cruize  for 
fourteen  days  off  the  harbour  of  Baldivia  •,  after 
which  time,  if  they  were  not  joined  by  the  other 
fhips,  they  were  to  direct  their  courfe  to  Juan 
Fernandez.  Each  captain  was  at  the  fame  time 
directed,  not  to  feperate  from  the  Centurion, 
unlefs  in  cafe  of  unavoidable  neceffity,  more 
than  two  miles. 

Thefe  orders  being  iffued,  the  fquadron  ftood 
to  fea  on  the  twenty-feventh  of  February  in  the 
morning,  when  the  Gloucefter  not  being  able  to 
purchafe  her  anchor,  was  obliged  to  cut  her 
cable,  and  leave  her  beft  bower  behind  her. 

On  the  fourth  of  Mnrch,  the  day  being  re- 
markably ferene,  moft  of  the  captains  paid  a 
vifit  to  the  commodore  •,  but  while  they  were  in 
company,  they  were  alarmed  by  a  fudden  flame 
from  the  Gloucefter,  which  was  followed  by  a 
cloud  of  fmoke  ;  but  they  foon  learnt  that  the 
blaft  was  occafioned  by  a  fpark  from  the  forge, 
flying  into  fome  gun-powder  and  other  com- 
buftibles,  which  an  officer  on  board  was  pre- 
paring for  ufe,  in  cafe  they  fhould  chance  to 
engage  the  Spaniih  fleet ;  but  that  it  had  been 
extinguifhed  before  any  damage  had  happened 
to  the  fhip. 

On  the  fifth  of  March  they  firft  difcovered 
the  land  of  Terra  del  Fuego,  which  affords  a 
moft  dreary  profpeel ;  it  appears  without  the 
leaft  mixture  of  earth  or  mold,  like  one  con- 
tinued chain  of  inacceflible  rocks,  terminating, 
at  a  prodigious  height,  in  innumerable  ragged 
points,  which  are  covered  with  perpetual  fnow,and 
the  hills  on  which  th~y  rife,  appear  to  have  been 
cleft  afunder  as  if  by  earthquakes ;  thefe  ftup.en- 
dous  chafms  extend  through  the  main  fubftance 
of  the  rocks  almoft  to  the  very  bottom. 

On  the  feventhth-y  opened  ftreights  leMaire, 
through  which,  though  feven  or  eight  leagues 
long,  they  were  hurried  by  the  rapidity  of  the 
tide  in  about  two  hours  ;  and  as  thefe  are  gene- 
rally reckoned  the  boundaries  of  the  atlantic 
and  pacific  oceans,  the  men  began  to  flatter 
themfelves,  that  their  dangers  were  almoft  at  an 
end,  and  that  they  fhould  foon  take  poffeffion  of 
thole  riches,  on  which,  in  imagination,  they  had 
fo  long  feafted. 

Thefe  agreeable  ideas  were  confiderably 
heightened  by  the  brightnefs  of  the  fky,  and  the 
ferenity  of  the  weather  ;  for  though  winter  was 
coming  on,  yet  the  morning  of  that  day  was 
as  mild  and  agreeable,  as  any  they  had  feen  fince 
they  left  England :  but  they  had  icarcely  reached 
the  fouthern  extremity  of  the  ftreights  before  their 
agreeable  profpects  entirely  vanifhed  ;  the  wind 
fhifted  and  blew  in  violent  fqualls,  and  the  tide 
turned  furioufly  againft  them,  and  drove  to  the 
eaftward,with  fuch  rapidity,  that  the  twofternmoft 
vefTels,  the  Wager,  and  the  Anna  Pink,  with 
the  utmoft  difficulty  efcaped  being  dafhed  in 
pieces  on  the  fhore  of  Staten-hnd. 

For  above  three   months  from  this  time  they 

ftruggled  with  fuch  dangers  and  diftreffes  as  are 
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Tcarcely  to  be  paralleled,  and  had  fuch  a  conti- 
nual fucceflion  of  tempeftuous  weather,  as  afto- 
nifhed  the  oldeft  failors  on  board,  who  unani- 
moufly  confefled,  that  what  they  had  hitherto 
called  ftorms,  were  inconfiderable  gales,  com- 
pared to  the  violence  ofthefe  winds,  which  railed 
fuch  fhort  and  mountainous  waves,  as  filled 
them  with  continual  terror  ;  for  had  but  one  of 
theft  waves  broke  over  them,  it  muft  in  all  pro- 
bability have  fent  them  to  the  bottom. 

The  fhips  now  rolled  gun-whale  too,  with 
motions  fo  quick  and  violent,  that  unlefs  the 
men  were  happy  enough  to  graip  fome  fixed 
body,  they  ran  a  rifle  of  being  dafhed  to  pieces 
againft  the  decks  or  fides  of  the  fhips  ;  and  even 
\  h  all  their  care,  many  ufeful  hands  were  either 
killed  or  difabled. 

Theft  tempefts  were  rendered  ftillmore  dread- 
ful from  Ac  manner  of  their  approach,  which 
was  generally  without  any  previous  notice,  after 
a  continued  calm,  which  had  encouraged  them 
to  venture  to  make  tail  with  the  fore-top-fail  fet, 
or  the  courfes  double- reefed  •,  and  to  augment 
the  diftrefs,  thele  blafts  ufually  brought  with 
them  great  quantities  of  fnow  and  fleet,  which 
freezing  the  fails  and  cordage,  rendered  them 
apt  to  map  at  the  flighteft  ftrain,  and  benumb- 
ing the  limbs  of  the  failors,  mortified  the  fingers 
and  toes  of  feveral  of  them. 

On  the  firft  of  April,  the  weather,  after  hav- 
ing been  a  little  more  moderate,  returned  to  its 
former  violence,  the  iky  looked  dark  and  gloomy, 
and  the  wind  began  to  frefhen  and  blow  in 
fqualls  ;  and  appearances  were  fuch  as  plainly 
indicated  a  fevere  tempeft  at  hand  :  and  accord- 
ingly, on  the  third,  there  came  on  a  ftorm  which 
exceeded  in  violence  and  duration,  all  they  had 
hitherto  encountered. 

In  this  ftorm  the  Wager  loft  her  mizen-maft,  and 
main-top-fail  yard  ;  and  the  Anna  Pink  had  her 
fore-ftay  and  the  gammon  of  her  bow-iprit  broke, 
and  was  in  danger  of  having;  all  her  mafts  come 
by  the  board. 

On  the  thirteenth  of  April  they  all  expecled, 
by  their  reckoning,  in  a  few  days  to  have  enjoyed 
fome  eafe  in  the  pacific  ocean  ;  but  the  next 
morning  between  one  and  two  o'clock  the  wea- 
ther clearing  up  a  little,  and  the  moon  fhining 
out  on  a  hidden,  the  Anna  Pink  made  a  fignal 
for  feeing  land  right  a-head  :  and  it  being  then 
only  two  miles  diilant,  they  were  under  the  moft 
dreadful  apprehenfions  of  running  on  fnore,  and 
had  not  the  wind  fuddenly  fhifted,  or  had  not 
the  moon  fhone  out,  every  ihip  muft  have  pe- 
rifhed. 

They  found  this  land,  to  their  great  aftonifb- 
ment,  to  be  Cape  Noir,  though  they  imagined 
they  were  ten  degrees  more  to  the  weft  :  for  the 
currents  had  driven  them  fo  ftrongly,  that  when 
they  thought  they  ran  down  nineteen  degrees 
weft,  they  had  not  really  advanced  half  that 
diftance. 

After  this  mortifying  difappointment  they 
flood  away  to  the  fouthward,  with  the  weather 
tolerably  favourable,  till  the  twenty-fourth  of 
April,  on  the  evening  of  which  day  the  wind 
increafed  to  a  prodigious  ftorm,  and  about  mid- 
night the  weather  was  fo  thick  that  the  whole 
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fquadron  feperated,  nor  did  they  meet  again  till 
they  reached  the  ifland  of  Juan  Fernandez. 

To  add  to  their  other  misfortunes,  the  fcurvy 
began  to  make  fuch  havock  among  them,  that  on 
board  the  Centurion  only,  it  carried  off  forty- 
three  men  in  the  month  of  April,  and  twice  that 
number  in  May.  This  ftrange  diforder,  fo 
ufual  on  long  voyages,  appears  in  manydifferent 
and  horrid  fhapes  ;  it  is  generally  attended  with 
fwelled  legs,  putrid  gums,  deje&ion  offpirits, 
lhiverings  and  tremblings,  with  a  difpofition  to 
be  feized  with  unaccountable  terrors  upon  the 
flighteft  accidents.  It  opened  the  wounds  of  an 
old  marine  in  fuch  a  manner  as  if  they  had  never 
been  healed,  though  they  had  been  clofed  up 
fifty  years  :  where  a  leg  had  been  formerly  bro- 
ken and  afterwards  confolidated,  it  diflblved  the 
callofity  of  the  bone,  and  the  fraclure  appeared 
as  if  it  had  never  been  cured. 

Many  of  the  failors,  though  confined  to  their 
hammocks,  were  chearful,  talked  in  a  loud, 
ftrong  tone  cf  voice,  and  eat  and  drank  hear- 
tily ;  but  on  being  only  moved  in  their  ham- 
mocks, from  one  part  of  the  fhip  to  another, 
immediately  expired  ;  and  others,  confiding  in 
their  feeming  ftrength,  have  left  their  ham- 
mocks to  go  upon  deck,  but  expired  on  the 
way  •,  while  upon  the  deck  nothing  was  more 
common  than  to  fee  the  men  drop  down  dead, 
on  an  attempt  to  exert  themfelves  with  any 
unufual  vigour. 

On  the  eighth  of  May  the  Centurion  arrived 
off  the  ifland  of  Socoro,  in  which  ftation  they 
cruized  for  feveral  days  in  hope  of  being  joined 
by  fome  of  the  fcattered  fhips,  but  to  no  pur  - 
pofe  i  and  during  this  time  they  were  often  in, 
danger  of  being  driven  upon  the  rocks,  for  the 
fqualls  were  fo  violent  that  with  the  utmoft  dif- 
ficulty they  kept  clear  of  the  fhore.  In  one  of 
thefe  fqualls,  which  was  attended  with  violent 
claps  of  thunder,  a  hidden  fiafh  darted  along 
the  decks,  with  an  explofion  like  that  of  feveral 
piftcls,  and  wounded  feveral  perfons  by  whom  it 
pafTed. 

It  would  be  an  endlefs  tafk  to  recount  the 
difafters,  fatigues  and  terrors  they  fuftained  upon 
this  coaft  till  the  twenty-fecond  of  May,  when 
the  fury  of  all  the  ftorms  they  had  hitherto  en- 
countered, feemed  to  combine  and  confpire  their 
deftruclion  ;  almoft  all  their  fails  were  fplit,. 
their  rigging  deftroyed,  and  a  mountainous  wave 
breaking  over  them  on  the  ftarboard  quarter, 
gave  the  veflel  fo  prodigious  a  fhock,  that  feve- 
ral of  the  fhrouds  were  broke,  and  the  ballaft 
and  ftores  fo  ftrangely  fhifted,  that  fhe  lay  on 
her  larboard  fide.  The  wind  at  length  abating 
a  little,  they  began  to  exert  themfelves  to  ftir- 
rup  the  fhrouds,  reeve  new  lanyards,  and  mend 
the  fails  ;  during  which  operations,  they  ran 
great  rifk  of  being  driven  on  fhore  on  the  ifland 
of  Chiloe  •,  but  the  wind  happily  fhifting  to  the 
fouthward,  they  fleered  off"  land  with  only  a 
main-fail,  there  being  no  perfon  left  to  manage: 
the  helm  but  the  mailer,  and  the  reverend  Mr. 
Walter  the  commodore's  chaplain  ;  the  reft  be- 
ing all  bufily  employed,  in  fecuring  the  mafts 
and  bending  the  fails. 

They  met  with  no  more  ftormy  weather  in  this 
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climate,  for  after  a  fortnights  cruife  without  fee- 
ing any  of  the  other  mips,  the  Centurion  that 
day  got  clear  of  the  land,  and  the  weather  prov- 
ing tolerably  moderate,  bore  away  for  Juan  Fer- 
nandez, which  was  thought  to  be  the  only  chance 
left  them  to  avoid  periihing  at  lea,  and  the  moft 
probable  place  they  could  think  of  to  recover  the 
lick,  and  refit  their  veffel  j  for  though  Baldi- 
via  was  the  appointed  place  of  rendezvous,  it 
was  no  longer  thought  on ;  the  only  hope  now 
left  being  that  of  laving  the  fhip  and  the  few 


remaining  lives  en  board. 


After  encountering  many  difficulties,  they  at 
length  reached  theilland  of  Juan  Fernandez,  on 


the  ninth  of  June,  in  a  moft  defponding  condi- 
tion, with  great  Scarcity  of  frelh  water,  and  the 
crew  fo  difeaSed,  that  there  were  not  more  than 
ten  fore  mail  men  in  a  watch,  capable  of  doing 
duty  •,  and  even  fome  of  thefe  were  lame  and 
incapable  of  going  aloft. 

Had  Mr.  Anfon's  directions  been  followed, 
they  would  have  made  the  defired  port  on  the 
twenty-eighth  of  May  ;  but  his  opinion  being 
over-ruled  by  the  majority  of  officers,  the  fhip 
remained  twelve  days  longer  at  lea  than  other- 
wile  fhe  would  have  done,  and  loft  between 
feventy  and  eighty  men,  which  might  have  been 
faved,  but  from  this  circumftance. 


CHAP. 


II. 


Dcfcription  of  the  ifland  of  Juan  Fernandez  ;  the  arrival  of  the  Tryal,  Gloucejier  and  An?ia 
Pink  there  ;  an  account  ofthedifirejj'es  they  underwent,  before  they  reached  the  ifland;  a  ?iar- 
rative  of  the  lofs  of  the  Wager,  and  the  adventures  of  her  crew  till  they  arrived  in  England; 
a  defer iption  of  Mafa-Fuero  ;  the  Anna  Fink  broke  up  ;  fever al  prizes  taken  ;  the  Tryal 
being  unfit for  fervice,  is  funk;  an  attempt  upon  Fait  a  determined  on  ;  the  taking  and  burn- 
ing the  town  of  Fait  a. 


THE  ifland of  Juan  Fernandez,  when  firft 
discovered  appears  to  be  furrounded  with 
craggy  broken  precipices, the proipecl: how- 
ever, on  a  nearer  approach,  changes  into  a  land- 
fcape  the  moft  beautiful  that  can  be  imagined  ;  a 
profpect,  which,  though  at  any  time  Sufficient- 
ly delightful,  was  uncommonly  lb  to  the  few 
Surviving  failors,  who  now  beheld  a  land  cover- 
ed with  woods,  interfperfed  with  carpets  of  the 
lovelieft  verdure,  and  watered  with  numerous 
ftreams  and  cafcades,  the  idea  of  tailing  which, 
revived  the  Spirits  of  thofe  who  were  almoft  dy- 
ing of  thirft. 

The  nothern  fide  of  this  ifland  is  compofed 
of  a  rangeoof  craggy  hills,  covered  with  aroma- 
tic trees,  none  of  which  are  large  enough  to  yield 
timber  of  any  ccnfiderable  fize. 

The  largeft  among  them  is  the  myrtle,  the 
top  of  which  grows  in  a  circular  form,  as  re- 
gular as  if  it  was  clipped  by  art ;  and  the  bark 
of  it  yields  an  excrefcence,  which  in  tafte  and 
fmell  refembles  garlick,  and  inftead  of  which 
it  was  uled  by  the  people  of  the  Centurion ;  but 
even  this  tree  cannot  be  cut  to  a  greater  length 
than  forty  feet.  Some  pimento  and  cabbage 
trees  are  found  here,  but  not  in  any  great  num- 
bers •,  and  Mr.  Anfon  fewed  fome  apricots 
peaches  and  plumbs,  which  have  fince  thriven 
prodigioufly.  The  trees  cannot  take  any  deep 
root,  for  the  foil  is  loofe,  gravelly  and  fhallow, 
lb  that  very  large  trees  are  eafily  overturned  ; 
which  occafioned  the  death  of  one  of  the  failors, 
who  being  upon  the  hills  in  fearch  of  goats, 
caught  hold  of  a  tree  upon  a  declivity,  to 
aflift  him  in  his  alcent,  which  giving  way,  he 
immediately  relied  down  the  hill,  and  though 
in  his  fall  he  laid  hold  of  another  tree  of  con- 


siderable bulk,  yet  that  too  gave  way,  and 
he  fell  among  the  rocks  and  was  dallied  to 
pieces. 

It  was  remarked  that  fome  of  thefe  hills, 
refembled  thole  of  Chili,  where  gold  is  found :  . 
fo  that,  Mr.  Anfon's  hiftorian  oblerves,  it  is 
not  improbable  but  mines  might  be  difcovered 
here.  In  fome  places  they  obierved  feveral 
hills,  of  a  peculiar  fort  of  red  earth,  in  colour 
exceeding  vermillion,  which,  perhaps,  on  exa- 
mination, might  prove  ufeful  for  many  pur- 
poles. 

Water-creffes,  purflain,  wild  forrel,  turnips, 
Sicilian  radifhes,  and  many  other  vegetables  pe- 
culiarly adapted  to  the  cure  cf  the  fcurvy,  a- 
bound  every  where  on  the  iiland  -,  the  num- 
berlefs  beauties  of  which  cannot  fail  to  charm 
all  thofe  who  have  a  true  tafte  for  the  beauties 
of  unaffifted  na:ure,  which  greatly  excel  the  la- 
boured efforts  of  art. 

There  are  fome  particular  Spots  in  the  vallies, 
where  the  fhade  and  fragrance  of  the  neighbour- 
ing  woocte,  the  lofcinefs  of  the  over-hanging 
rocks,  and  the  transparency  and  frequent  falls 
of  the  neighbouring  ftreams,  prefented  Scenes 
cf  Such  elegance  and  grandeur,  as  poflibly  may 
not  be  rivalled  in  any  part  of  the  world. 

The  great  number  of  goats  which  Former 
navigators  have  found  on  this  ifland,  have  becu 
much  diminished  by  the  dogs  fet  on  Shore  here 
by  the  Spaniards. 

Among  the  goats  which  fell  into  the  hands 
of  Mr.  Anion's  men,  were  found  two  or  three 
of  a  very   venerable  afpect,  which  from  having 
their  ears  flit,  they  imagined  had  formerly  be- 
longed to  Mr.  Selkirk* 

The   dogs   having  encreafed  to  a  prodigious 

nam- 
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number,  have  niade  themfclves  mailers  of  all 
the  accefilble  parts  of  the  ifland,  while  the  few- 
remaining  goats,  inhabit  the  high  grounds  and 
fecure  the  narrow  pafles  by  a  conftant  guard. 

The  Reverend  Mr.  Walter  in  his  account 
of  this  voyage,  tells  us  that  he  faw  a  number 
of  dogs  endeavouring  to  gain  a  hill,  and  look- 
ing a  little  farther,  oblerved  upon  the  ridge  of 
it,  a  hefd  of  goats,  which  feemed  to  be  drawn 
up  for  their  reception.  There  was  a  very  nar- 
row path  fkirted  on  each  fide  by  precipices, 
where  the  mailer  of  tire  herd  polled  himfelf 
fronting  the  enemy,  the  reft  of  the  goats  being 
all  behind  him  where  the  ground  was  more 
open  ;  as  this  lpot  was  inacceflible  by  any  other 
path  except  where  this  champioi  had  placed 
himfelf,  the  dogs,  though  they  ran  up  the  hill 
with  great  alacrity,  yet  when  they  came  within 
about  twenty  yards  of  him,  being  afraid  to  at- 
tack him,  (for  he  would  infallibly  have  driven 
them  down  the  precipice)  they  laid  themfelves 
down  panting  for  bieath,  and  having  recon- 
noitred the  foe,  marched  back  to  the  deilruclion 
of  lbme  young  feals,  on  which  they  now  prin- 
cipally fublift. 

The  people  of  the  Centurion  fed  en  the  fea 
lion,  under  the  denomination  of  beef.  Great 
numbers  of  thefe  animals  haunt  this  coall  during 
the  winter.  They  are  in  fize,  when  at  the  full 
growth,  from  twelve  to  twenty  feet  in  length, 
and  from  eight  to  fifteen  in  circumference  : 
they  are  fo  extremely  fat,  that  after  having  cut 
through  the  skin,  there  is  at  leaft  twelve  inches 
of  fat  before  either  lean  or  bone  is  found,  and 
the  fat  of  the  largeft  of  them  frequently  yield- 
ed a  butt  of  oil.  Their  skins  are  covered  with 
fhert  hair  of  a  light  dun  colour  ;  but  their  tails 
and  feet,  which  at  fea  ferve  them  for  fins,  are 
almoil  black.  Their  feet  are  divided  at  the 
ends  like  fingers,  and  are  joined  together  by  a 
web.  They  in  fome  degree  refemble  an  over- 
grown leal  ■,  but  the  males  have  a  large  trunk 
'"  out  that  hangs  down  five  or  fix  inches  be- 


or 


low  the  end  of  the  upper  jaw,  which  the 
females  have  not ;  the  males  are  alfo  confidcra- 
bly  larger  than  the  females. 

The  largeft  lea  lion  was  mailer  of  the  herd, 
nr.d  the  faiiors  ftiled  him  the  baihaw,  from  the 
number  of  females  he  kept  to  himfelf,  and  his 
driving  oft"  the  other  males.  Thefe  animals 
continue  at  fea  all  the  fummer,  and  come  on 
/hore  at  the  beginning  of  winter,  where  they  re- 
fide  ail  that  feafon. 

In  this  interval  they  engender,  and  bring 
forth  their  young,  and  have  generally  two  at 
a  birth,  of  about  the  fize  of  a  full  grown  feal, 
which  they  fuckle  with  their  milk.  As  they 
are  of  a  lethargic  difpofition,  and  not  eafily 
awakened,  each  herd  was  oblerved  to  place 
lbme  of  their  males  at  a  diftance,  by  way  of 
centinels,  who  never  failed  to  alarm  them 
when  any  one  attempted  to  approach  them,  by 
.  making  a  loud  grunting  noile  like  a  hog,  or 
lhorting  like  a  horJe  in  full  vigour. 

The  males  had  often  furious  battles  with  each 
other,  chiefly  about  the  females.  The  faiiors 
killed  many  of  them  for  food,  particularly  for 
their  tongues  and  hearts,  which  were  thought 


preferable  to  thofe  of  a  bullock.  They  were 
eafily  killed,  being  incapable  of  refilling  or  es- 
caping, their  motion  being  more  unweildy  than 
can  well  be  imagined:  their  blubber,  all  the  time 
they  are  moving,  is  agitated  in  large  waves,  un- 
der the  fkin  ;  and  they  are  fo  full  of  blood,  that 
on  being  deeply  wounded  in  a  dozen  places, 
there  will  inftantly  guih  out  as  many  fountains 
of  blood,  fpouting  to  a  confiderable  diftance. 

But  though  thefe  unweildy  creatures  are  eafily 
killed,  they  are  capable  of  doing  much  mifchief ; 
for  a  failor  being  carelefsly  employed  in  fkin- 
ning  a  young  lea  lion,  the  female  from  whom 
he  had  taken  it,  approached  him  unperceived, 
and  getting  his  head  in  her  mouth,  fcored  his 
lkull  in  notches  with  her  teeth,  by  which  he  was 
fo  defperately  wounded,  that  he  died  in  two  or 
three  days  afterwards,  notwithftanding  all  poffi- 
care  was  taken  to  preferve  his  life. 

The  bay  abounds  with  plenty  of  delicious  fifh, 
and  in  particular  with  a  fort  of  cray-fifh,  which 
weigh  eight  or  nine  pounds  apiece,  of  a  moll 
excellent  tafte.  They  faw  but  few  birds,  which 
were  chiefly  hawks,  humming-birds,  owls,  and 
black-birds.  There  were  formerly  great  num- 
bers of  cats  here,  but  they  have  been  deftroyed 
by  the  dogs,  as  have  alfo  the  Pardela,  a  fort  of 
bird  that  ufed  to  burrow  in  the  ground. 

As  foon  as  the  fhip  was  brought  to  a  fafe 
birth,  their  firft  care  was  to  erect  tents  for  the 
reception  of  the  fick,  the  number  of  whom 
amounted  to  one  hundred  and  fi^ty  feven  per- 
fons,  twelve  or  fourteen  of  whom  died  in  the 
boats  on  being  expofed  to  the  frefh  air.  As  the 
greater  part  of  them  were  quite  helplefs,  it  was 
neceflary  to  remove  them  in  their  hammocks  ; 
in  which  laborious  employment  the  commodore 
and  his  officers  aflifted. 

So  inveterate  was  the  diforder  which  raged  a- 
among  the  men,  that  its  firft  fury  did  not  abate 
in  lefs  than  twenty  days  after  the  landing  ;  and 
for  the  firft  ten  or  twelve  days,  they  buried  fix 
or  feven  people  daily  ;  and  it  feemed  as  if  no 
remedy  could  have  repelled  the  power  of  the 
difeafe. 

Proper  meafures  having  been  taken  for  the 
recovery  of  the  fick,  their  next  care  was  tho- 
roughly to  cleanle  the  fhip,  which  was  become 
extremely  loathfome  •,  and  when  that  was  done, 
they  proceeded  with  all  poffible  expedition  to 
lay  in  wood  and  water  ;  in  doing  which  they 
made  the  more  hafte,  as  they  feared  the  return 
of  Pizarro's  fquadron;  for  it  was  evident  from 
the  heaps  of  frefh  afhes,  and  fcattered  fragments  of 
fifh  bones,  that  they  had  been  lately  here,  and  it 
was  impoffible  that  Mr.  Anfon  fhould  be  as  yet 
acquainted  with  their  melancholy  Situation  ;  and 
the  commodore,  in  his  prefent  circumftances, 
with  only  about  thirty  healthy  hands  to  man  a 
fixty  gun  fhip,  was  not  a  match  for  any  velTel  of 
force. 

A  few  days  after  the  Centurion  had  arrived 
here,  the  Tryal  Hoop  appeared  in  fight,  and 
was  brought  into  the  harbour  by  the  help  of 
fome  men  difpatched  to  her  affiftance  by  Mr. 
Anfon  in  the  long  boat,  as  the  Tryal  had  only 
three  men,  befides  captain  Saunders,  her  com- 
mander, and  her  lieutenant,    abls  to  iland  to 
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the  fails  •,  having  buried  thirty  of  her  hands, 
and  the  reft  being  down  with  the  fcurvy. 

In  the  beginning  of  July,  fome  of  the  men 
being  tolerably  well  recovered,  the  ftrongeft  of 
them  were  ordered  to  cut  down  trees,  and  iplit 
them  into  billets,  while  others,  who  were  not 
ftrcngenough  for  this  employment, undertook  to 
carry  the  billets  by  one  at  a  time  to  the  water 
fide  ;  and  fome  of  them  performed  this  with  the 
help  of  crutches,  while  others  fupported  them- 
felves  with  a  fingle  ftick. 

The  Gloucefter  was  difcovered  to  the  lee- 
ward on  the  twenty-firft  of  June,  making  the 
beft  of  her  way  for  the  iiland,  though  they  were 
not  convinced  that  it  was  her  till  the  twenty- 
fixth,  when  Ihe  appeard  full  in  view,  and  Mr. 
Anfon  immediately  difpatched  his  long-boat  on 
board  her,  with  a  fupply  of  frefh  water  and  ve- 
getables, of  which  ihe  was  in  the  utmoft  need, 
as  without  this  timely  relief,  her  people  had 
certainly  expired  through  thirft  ;  being  then  at 
the  allowance  of  a  pint  of  water  each  man  per 
day  ;  and  having  no  more  than  enough  to  ferve 
them  twenty-four  hours,  even  at  that  quan- 
tity. 

It  was  the  misfortune  of  this  veffel  to  be  con- 
tinually driving  on  and  off  the  ifland  till  the 
twenty-third  of  July,  fometimes  out  of  fight  of 
the  land  in  the  greateft  diftrefs  imaginable,  and 
the  utmoft  danger  of  foundering.  Thefe  diffi- 
culties were  occafioned  by  the  winds  and  cur- 
rents fettingoftrongly  againft  her  ;  but  at  length 
however  ihe  made  the  north-weft  point  of  the 
iiland,  and  came  to  an  anchor  at  a  time  when 
her  people  began  to  defpair  of  almoft  ever  gain- 
ing land,  or  feeing  any  period  to  their  calamities 
but  bydtarh. 

The  Anna  pink  arrived  about  the  middle  of 
Auguft,  which,  with  the  Tryal  and  Gloucefter, 
mentioned  above,  were  the  only  veflels  that 
ever  joined  the  fquadron  •,  for  the  Severn  and 
Pearl,  having  been  parted  from  the  commodore 
off  Cape  Horn,  with  difficulty  reached  Brazil, 
from  whence  they  made  the  beft  of  their  way 
back  to  Europe. 

We  mail  have  occafion  to  fpeak  of  the  lofs  of 
the  Wager  hereafter,  but  firft  we  will  give  a 
view  of  the  adventures  of  the  Anna,  before  ihe 
reached  this  ifland.  This  veffel  fell  in  with  the 
land  on  the  fixteenth  of  May,  in  forty-five  de- 
grees, fifteen  minutes,  fouth  latitude  •,  on  the 
firft  fight  of  which  they  ftcod  to  the  fouthward  ; 
but  their  fore  top-faii  fplitting,  a  hard  gale  at 
weft  fouth  weft,  drove  them  towards  the  fhore, 
which  ihe  was  unable,  or,  as  fome  fay,  the  cap- 
tain was  unwilling  to  avoid,  hoping  for  fome 
refiefhment  among  the  many  iflands  then  in 
fight. 

In  about  four  hours  fhe  dropped  anchor  off 
the  ifland  of  Inchin  -,  but  neither  being  near 
enough  to  the  fhore,  nor  having  a  fufficient 
number  of  hands  to  veer  away  the  cable  brifkiy, 
they  continued  to  drive  for  two  days,  till  they 
came  within  a  mile  of  land,  and  expected  every 
moment  to  be  forced  on  fhore ;  when  they  ob- 
ferved  a  fmall  opening  in  the  land",  and  inltantly 
cutting  away  their  two  anchors,  they  fleered  for 
it,  and  found  it  to  be  a  fmall  channel,  betwixt 


an  ifland  and  the  continent,  that  led  them  into 
an  excellent  harbour,  which  fecured  them  a- 
gainft  all  weathers. 

This  was  a  happy  turn  of  fortune  for  a  crew 
which  juft  before  had  given  themfelves  up  for 
loft  •,  for  their  boats  were  leaky,  and  even  if 
they  mould  chance  to  reach  the  fhore,  they 
feared  they  fhould  fall  a  prey  to  the  favage  dif- 
pofition  of  the  inhabitants  :  but  their  fears  were 
ill  founded,  for  all  the  time  they  remained  here, 
they  law  but  one  Indian  family,  which  entered 
the  harbour  in  a  periagua  about  a  month  after 
their  arrival. 

This  family  confifted  of  an  Indian,  his  wife, 
and  two  young  children  ;  having  with  them  a 
dog,  a  cat,  a  fifhing  net,  a. hatchet,  a  knife,  a 
reel  with  worfted,  a  flint  and  fteel,  a  cradle, 
fome  roots  of  a  yellow  colour  and  difagreeable 
tafte,  which  ferved  them  for  bread,  and  fome 
bark  of  trees  intended  for  the  covering;  of  a 
hut. 

As  foon  as  the  mafter  of  the  pink  perceived 
them,  he  lent  his  yawl,  which  brought  them  on 
board,  and  being  apprehenfive  of  their  difco- 
vering  him,  if  they  were  permitted  to  go  away, 
he  was  careful  to  lecure  them,  but  without  any 
mixture  cf  violence  or  ill-ufage,  permitting  them 
the  free  ufe  of  the  deck  all  day  ;  but  at  night 
locking  them  up  in  the  forecaltle.  They  were 
fed  with  the  fame  provisions  as  the  fnip's  crew, 
and  fometimes  indulged  with  brandy,  of  which 
they  were  very  fond. 

It  was  Icon  perceived  that  though  the  woman 
continued  chearful  and  eajy,  the  man  grew  pen- 
five  and  reftleis  at  his  confinement.  He  was  a 
perfon  of  good  natural  parts,  and  though  in- 
capable cf  converfing,  otherwife  than  by  figns, 
was  very  dextrous  in  making  himfelf  under- 
ftood  ;  but  the  beft  proof  of  his  fagacity  was  the 
manner  of  his  efcape  ;  for  after  being  eight 
days  on  board  the  pink,  the  fcuttle  of  the  fore- 
caltle, where  they  were  every  night  locked  up, 
happened  to  be  unnailed  ;  a'nd  the  following 
night  being. very  dark  and  llormy,  he  conveyed 
his  wife  and  children  through  the  unnailed  fcut- 
tle, and  then  over  the  fhip's  fide  into  the  yawl, 
in  which  he  rowed  afhore,  having  firft  turned 
adrift  the  long-boat  and  his  own  periagua,  to 
prevent  his  being  purfued. 

All  this  he  conducted  with  fuch  diligence  and 
fecrecy,  that  though  there  was  a  watch  on  the 
quarter  deck,  he  v/as  not  difcovered  by  them, 
till  the  noife  of  his  oars  in  the  water,  as  he  was 
rowing  away,  gave  them  notice  of  his  efcape  ; 
and  then  it  was  too  late  to  prevent  him.  The 
people  on  board,  who  could  not  but  admire  the 
refolution  and  fagacity  which  the  Indian  had 
difplayed,  imagining  that  he  was  concealed  in 
the  woods  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  port, 
and  fearing  he  might  want  food,  left  provifions 
for  him  in  places  from  whence  they  had  after- 
wards reafen  to  fuppofe  he  took  it. 

His  efcape,  however,  influenced  them  to 
haften  their  departure,  fearing  he  might  difcover 
them  to  the  Spaniards,  or  to  fome  of  the  bar- 
barous inhabitants  ;  and  of  the  latter,  in  parti- 
cular they  were  under  violent  apprehenlions  ; 
wherefore,    taking  in   wood    and  water,    they 
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made  the  beft  of  their  way  to  Juan  Fernandez. 

It  now  remains  for  us  to  give  fome  account  of 
the  Wager,  and  her  various  diftrefles.  The 
Wager  was  commanded  by  captain  Cheap,  who 
was  extremely  anxious  to  reach  Baldivia,  having 
on  board  fome  few  field  pieces,  cohorn  mortars, 
pioneer's  tools,  and  feveral  kinds  of  military 
llorcs,  all  which  would  have  been  much  wanted, 
if  the  pr  jected  attack  upon  that  place  had  been 
adhered  to.  Thefc  confederations  induced  the 
captain  to  haften  towards  the  firft  place  of  ren- 
dezvous, which  was  Socoro,  from  whence  he 
intended  to  have  failed  for  Baldivia,  in  cafe  he 
did  not  find  the  fquadron  at  the  firft  mentioned 
place. 

This  was  his  fixed  refolution  when  he  made 
land  on  the  fourteenth  of  May,  in  about  forty- 
feven  degrees  fouth  latitude,  when  exerting  him- 
Jelf  to  gc:  clear,  he  had  the  misfortune   to   fall 

/a  and  dillocate  his  fhouider,  which  rendered 
him  incapable  of  acting,  and  the  crew  not  tak- 
ing proper   pains  to  work  her  off  the  coaft,  fhe 
(truck  on  a  funken  rock,  and  bulged  foon  afcer, 
mded  between  two  fmall  ifiands. 

The  cenfufbn  produced  by  this  accident,  was 
greatly  heightened  by  the  rebellious  difpofition 
of  the  crew,  who  imagining  the. lofs  of  the  fhip 
deftroyed  the  captain's  fupericrity,  and  put  them 
all  on  an  equal  footing,  rell  to  rifling  the  ftores, 
and  drinking  the  liquors,  without  any  confidera- 
tion  of  their  unhappy  condition.  Many  of  them 
got  fo  drunk,  that  falling  down  between  decks, 
they  were  drowned  in  the  water  which  Mowed  in- 
to the  wreck. 

The  captain,  having  ufed  his  utmeft  endea- 
vours to  get  the  whole  crew  en  fhore,  was  at 
length  obliged  to  leave  the  mutineers,  and  to 
follow  his  officers,  and  fuch  as  fubmitted  to  his 
authority  •,  afcer  which  he  fent  back  the  boats, 
to  perfua  ;e  thofe  who  ftaid  behind,  to  con- 
fult  their  own  fafety  by  coining  on  fhore,  but  in 
vain. 

The  next  day  proving  very  ftOrrriy,  and  the 

P  being  in  r  of  parting,  they  began  to 

'•■"•  land;  but'the  boats  not  ap- 

Fc;'  rrofffo  '  they  expect- 

ed, they  madly  pointed  a  foi  r  pounder  from  the 
<!"•'  gainft  the  hut  whe  e  the  captain 

had  knfelf,  and  fired  two  Jhot  which 

*d  :  ;      '      nay,  fovery  mutinous 

was  l  when  they  landed,  that  there 

was  ho  poflib      ;      .'  huft'anding  fuch  provifions 
-  of  the  wreck,  or  of  mak- 
m   thereof,  for  there  were 
continua  and    oncealmehts  among  them, 

ich     produced    perpetual    h-ids    and    dif- 
cords. 

:e  of  hart-burrtirigs  and 
difputes,  v.  in's  SfifFering   in   opinion 

from  air  .  m  the  meafures  to 

^  .  ncv.     The  com- 

Ir'°"  to   lengthen  the 

lon-  at  and  the  other  boats,  to 

fteer  to  1 

' 
rail,  from  wh  efbein* 

for  fittiria 


up  the  boat?  in  the  be  ft  manner  poflible,  and  pro- 
reeding  with  them  to  the  northward,  where,  as 
he  had  above  a  hundred  men  in  "good  health, 
with  fome  fire  arms  and  ammunition,  he  did  not 
fear  feizing  upon  fome  Spaniih  veflel,  and  hoping 
to  meet  with  one  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Chiloe 
cr  Baldivia,  he  refolved,  when  he  had  taken  her, 
to  proceed  to  Juan  Fernandez  ;  and  he  infilled 
that  even  if  they  fliould  not  meet  with  a  prize, 
yet  the  boats  alone  would  eafily  carry  them  thi- 
ther. 

This  project,  which  was  almoft  uppermoft  in 
the  captain's  thoughts,  led  him  fecretly  to  ob- 
ftruct,  as  much  as  poflible,  the  meafures  of  his 
opponents,  altho' he  outwardly  appeared  to  com- 
ply with  them. 

The  diflentions  between  the  captain  and  his 
people,  were  confiderably  increafed  by  the  fol- 
lowing unhappy  accident.  One  Cozens,  a  mid- 
firpman,  who  had  involved  himfelf  in  broils 
with  mod  of  the  officers  who  had  adhered  to 
the  captain's  authority,  and  feveral  times  in- 
fulted  even  the  captain  himfelf,  took  upon  him 
to  abufe  the  purfer,  who  was  delivering  out  the 
provifions  clofe  to  the  captain's  tent,  for  flop- 
ping the  y.llowsnce  of  a  fellow  who  would  not 
work. 

The  purfer,  enraged  at  his  infolence,  cried  out 
"  a  mutiny,  a  mutiny,  the  dog  has  piflols  ;*'  and 
at  the  fame  time  fired  a  piflol  himfelf,  the  report 
of  which  being  heard  by  the  captain,  he  rufhed 
out  of  his  tent,  and  not  doubting  but  it  was  Co- 
zens who  had  fired,  he  immediately  fhot  him  in 
the  head,  and  the  wound  proving  mortal,  he  died 
at  the  end  of  fourteen  days. 

The  crew,  though  exafperatcd,  were  for  fome 
time  rendered  more  fubmiflive  by  this  affair  : 
but  about  the  middle  of  October, when  the  boats 
were  almoft  ready  to  put  to  fea,  the  majority  of 
them  put  the  captain  under  a  guard,  pretending 
they  would  carry  him  to  England,  to  be  tried 
for  murder.  But  when  they  were  quite  ready 
to  fail,  they  fhowed  that  this  had  never  been 
their  intention,  by  fetting  him  at  liberty,  and 
leaving  him,  and  the  few  who  chofe  to  'follow 
his  fortune,  with  r.o  other  veflel  than  the  yawl, 
to  which  the  barge  was  afterwards  added,  the 
people  on  board  her  being  prevailed  to  return 
back. 

When  the  Wager  was  wrecked,  there  were  near 
one  hundred  and  thirty  perfons  on  board,  thirty 
of  whom  died  during  their  ftay,  and  eighty  em- 
barked in  the  long-boat  and  the  cutter  for  the 
fouthward  ;  who,  at  their  going  off",  gave  the 
captain  and  his  company,  confifting  of  nineteen 
perfons,  three  cheers.  This  happened  on  the 
thirteenth  of  October,  five  months  after  the 
fhipwreck  ;  and  on  the  twenty-ninth  of  January 
following,  thirty  out  of  the  eighty  arrived  in  the 
utmoft  diftrefs  for  want  of  food  and  water,  at 
Rio  Grande  on  the  coaft  of  Brazil,  having  put 
on  fhore  about  twenty  of  their  people  at  the  dif- 
ferent places  of  which  they  touched,  and  the  reft 
having  perifhed  thro'  hunger,  during  the  courfe 
of  this  tedious  voyage. 

Through  the  badhefs  of  the  weather,  and 
other  difficulties,  the  captain  and  thole  who 
were  with  him,  were  not  able  to  fit  their  barge 

and 
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and  yawl  for  their  expedition  northward,  till  the 
fourteenth  of  December,  and  they  had  fcarcely 
been  an  hour  at  lea,  when  the  winds  began  to 
blow  lb  hard,  and  the  lea  ran  fo  high,  chat  they 
were  under  the  neceffity  of  throwing  over- 
board moil  of  their  provificns  they  had  faved 
from  the  wreck,  to  prevent  their  going  to  the 
bottom. 

Their  progrefs  was  now  greatly  retarded,  as 
they  were  obliged  vo  make  every  Ihore  they 
poflibly  could,  to  procure  lubfiftance.  To  add 
to  their  di  s,  the  v  v.l  funk  as  fhe  lay  at 
anchor,  With  one  of  tie  men  on  board  her,  who 
was  drowned;  ar.d  the  barge  not  having  room 
fufficient  for  the  whole  company,  they  were 
reduced  to  the  difagreeable  neceflity  of  leav- 
ing four  marines  behind  them  on  a  defolate 
more. 

Infpite  of  thefe  difafters,  they  frill  continued 
their  courle  to  the  northward,  till  the  end  of 
January,  when  having  made  three  unfucceisful 
attempts  to  double  a  heuu-land,  fuppofed  by 
them  to  be  cape  Tres  Mbntejs,  they  put  back, 
in  a  defpuiring  condition,  to  their  former  {ra- 
tion, which  they  named  Wager's  Ifland,  where 
they  arrived  in  the  middle  of  February,  almoft 
perifhed  with  fatigue  and  hunger  ;  but  met 
itiil  with  a  molt  feafonable  relief,  by  finding 
feveral  pieces  of  beef,  which  had  been  lately 
warned  out  of  the  wreck,  and  fv.am  upon  the 
water. 

Not  long  after  this  piece  of  good  fortune,  two 
canoes  arrived,  onboard  of  one  cf  which  was 
a  native  of  Chiloe,  who  underftandin^  a  little 
Spanifh,  was  induced  by  Mr.  Elliot,  thefurgeon, 
who  fpoke  the  language,  to  carry  captain  Cheap 
and  his  people  to  Chiloe  •,  in  coniideration  of 
which.,  his  was  to  have  the  barge  and  all  that  be- 
longed to  her. 

reemeftt  being  made,  eleven  peffons, 
to  which  the  company  were  now  reduced,  em- 
b  trked  on  board  the  barge  :  but  after  a  few 
days  voyage,  fix  of  them,  together  with  an 
[fodian,  wen:  off  in  a  little  vefiel,  leaving afhore 
the  i,    heutenan*  Hamilton  of  the  ma- 

rines, IN  iOt  the  furgeon,  and  the  honour- 

abl.  n  'nd  Mr.  Campbell,  midfnipmen, 

.  o  were  now  in  a  molt  deplorable  nidation  on 
a  defolate  coaft,  v  ithout  provifions,  or  the  means 
p£.procurin'g,any  ;  fur  their  arms,  ammunition, 
and  :'.  I  ther  cunveniencies,  were  carried  oft  in 
-e. 

i  ruminating  on  their  unhappy 
fate,  and  almoft  without  hope  of  relief,  they 
law  a  can  :e  at  a  diilance,   which    proved   to   be 

iat  '    dian,  who  had  agreed  to  convey 

them  to  Chile e,  he  ar.d  his  family  being  on 
board.  This  hofteft  fellow  had  been  out  a  fi fil- 
ing, and  left  the  care  of  the  barge  to  the  other 
i  in,  whom  the  hulo.s  had  forced  out  to 
lea. 

When  he  fifft  rriifled  the  barge  and  Ids  com- 
panion, lie  concluded  that  the  other  was  mur- 
dered •,  but  being  at  length  fatisfied  of  the  con- 
trary, he  undertook  to  carry  them  to  the  Spa- 
n.ili  fettlemerttsi  and  to  ibpply  them  with  pro- 
vifibns  all  the  way  ;  for  which  purpofe  he  got 
together   Several   of   his    neighbours    in   other 


canoes,  with  whom  the  captain  and  his  four  com- 
panions embarked  in  the  middle  of  March,  and 
arrived  at  the  ifland  of  Chiloe  in  the  beginning 
of  J urie  •,  but  Mr.  Elliot  died  on  his  paflage, 
and  the  reft  were  fo  reduced  by  the  fufferings 
they  had  undergone,  that  it  was  not  without 
difficulty  they  were  recovered  by  the  Spa- 
niards, who  treated  them  with  the  utmoft  huma- 
nity. 

From  Chiloe  they  were  fent  to  Valparaifo,  and 
from  thence  to  Jago,  where,  having  continued 
upwards  of  a  year,  captain  Cheap,  Mr.  Byron, 
and  Mr.  Hamilton,  were  permitted  to  embark 
for  Europe  on  board  a  French  fhip,  on  the  news 
of  a  cartel  being  fettled  between  Great  Britain 
and  Spain  ;  but  Mr.  Campbell  having  changed 
his  religion,  whilft  at  St.  Jago,  went  back  to 
Buenos  Ayres,  with  Pizarro  and  his  officers  with 
whom  he  afterwards  went  to  Spain,  and  from 
thence  to  England. 

The  Gloucester,  before  fne  made  the  ifland 
of  Juan  Fernandez,  having  been  in  fight  of 
Mafa-Fuero,  Mr.  Anfon,  imagining  that  either 
the  Pearl  or  Severn  might  touch  there,  dispatch- 
ed the  Try al  to  enquire  if  his  fufpicions  were 
well  founded  ;  but  fhe  returned,  after  having 
failed  quite  round  the  ifland,  without  getting  any 
intelligence  of  them.  The  Spaniards  have  al- 
ways reprefented  Mafa-Fuero,  which  they  call 
the  LefTer-  Fernandez,  as  a  barren  rock  without 
wood,  water,  or  any  kind  of  provifions  ;  but 
this  is  not  true. 

It  bears  from  Juan  Fernandez,  weft  and  by; 
fouth,  about  twenty- two  leagues  diftant;  it  has 
feveral  ftreams  of  frefh  water,  is  covered  with 
trees  and  abounds  with  goats,  which  not  having 
been  much  difturbed,  have  no  apprehenfion  of 
danger,  and  are  eafily  taken.  On  the  fhore  are 
plenty  of  feals  and  fea  lions,  and  on  the  north 
fide  is  a  place  where  a  fhip  may  come  to  anchor, 
but  net  very  fecure,_ 
winds,  except  the  fouth 

The  latter  part  cf  the  month  of  Anguft,  was1 
taken  up  in  unloading  the  Anna  pink,  which, 
upon  a  clofe  examination  by  the  carpenters,  was 
iudged  unfit  for  fervice,  and  therefore  upon  a 
petition  of  Mr.  Gerard,  her  mailer,  to  the  com- 
modore,  fhe  was  purchased,  with  all  her  fortune, 
for  the  ufe  of  the  Squadron,  for  three  hundred 
pounds,  to  he  paid  to  her  owners  -,  and  her 
crew,  together  with  the  rnafter,  were  fent  on 
board  the  Gloucefter. 

It  was  found  that   all  the   r  lg  crews, 

which  were  now  to  be  diftributed  among  three 
mips,  amounted  only  to  three  hundred  and  fifty, 
a  number  infufficient  to  have  manned  the  Gen* 
turion  alone,  and  at  the  beft  fcarcely  enough 
to  navigate  the  three  flips. 

As  the  feafon  for  navigating  in  thefe 
now  drew  near,  every  one  exerted  hi: 
getting  the  lhips  ready.  About  eleven  in  the 
morning  of  the  eighth  of  September,  they  dif- 
covered  a  fail  ■,  when  the  Centurion,  being  in 
the  greateft  forwardness,  made  after  her  as  faft 
as  poffible  ;  but  night  coming  oo,  they  loft 
light  of  her,  and  the  next  morning  could  not 
difcern  her  from  the  mail  head  -,  bu:  they  kept 
on  a   fouth  eaft  courfe,  in  hope   of  coming  up 

with 


being  expofed   to  all  the 
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with  her,  as  thev  fuppofed  her  bound  to  Val- 
paraifo  ;  but  not  getting  fight  of  her  again, 
they  refoived  to  return  to  Juan  Fernandez-, 
but  about  three  in  the  morning  of  the  twelfth, 
a  brilk  gale  fprinf  ng  up  at  weft  fouth  weft, 
obWd  them  to  lie  upon  a  north  weft  tack, 
Which,  at  break  or  day,  brought  them  within 
fight  of  a  fail,  at  about  five  leagues  diftant, 
but  not  the  lame  they  had  \ecn  before. 

She  appeared  to  be  a  large  vefiel,  and  upon 
her  hoifting  Spanifh  colours,  and  bearing  to- 
ward the  Centurion,  the  commodore  ordered 
every  thing  ready  for  an  engagement  •,  but, 
upon  her  coming  nearer*  fee  appeared  to  be  a 
merchant-man,  without  a  angle  tier  or  guns 
ttod   had   i  1    the     commodore    tor    her 

confort.  She  furrendercd  at  the  fire  of  only 
four  ft  I  Mn   Saumarez,   firft  lieutenant 

of  the  Centurion,  was  ordered  to  take  poifeinon 
of  the  prize,  and  to  fend  all  the  prilbners  on 
boaro  me  commodore. 

This  veffel  was  called  the  Nucftra  Senora  del 
Monte  Carmelp,  and  her  cargo  confiiled  of  fu- 
ear,  cloth  cotton  and  tobacco  •,  having  alio  on 
board  fome  trunks  of  wrought  plate,  and  twemy- 
thret  fer  js  of  dollars,  each  weighing  upwards 
of  two  hundred  pounds  averdupois  :  her  burden 
was  four  hundred  and  fifty  tons  fte  was  man- 
ned with  fifty-three  failors,  black  and  white 
and  bound  from  Callao  to  Vaiparailb. 

The  intelUs-ence  obtained  from  the  pnfoners 
was  of  the  utmoft  confequence  tp  the  Enghfti 
fquadrcn  ;  for  they  now  firft  learned  part  of  the 
fate  of  Pizarro's  fquadron,  and  alio  that  the 
viceroy  of  Mexico  had  juft  taken  off  an  em- 
bargo, that  had  been  laid  upon  all  fhipping  in 
thole  feas,  iuppofing  that  the  Englifh  fquadron 
had  pertfhed  'in  doubling  Cape  Horn  ;  and  it 
was  iok-ly  on  their  account  that  the  embargo  had 
been  laid. 

They  now  alio  found  that  if  they  had  made 

in  Fernandez,  when  it  was  firft  difcovered  on 

thetwenty-  .J  certainly  fallen 

in  with  fame  Spanifh  fnips,  which  had  been  fitted 

out  by  the  viceroy  of  Peru,  and  had  been  lent 

her  to  ctuize,  in  expectation  of  meeting  with 

fvich  of  them  as  might  chr.r.ce  to  get  rcunJ  Cape 

Morn-,  and  that  theft:  vehils   had  not   quitted 

their  ftation  til!  the  fixth   of  June,  when,  tak- 

;   it  for  granted  that  the  Engiiih  fhips  were 

loft,  they   bad  returned  to  CaiLo  :  fo  that  this 

dtlar,  which  to  "    fore  conlkiered  as  fo 

ful  a  misfortune,  and  v.  hichoccafioned  the 

lofsof  near  eigl       1      1,  was  in   reality,  a  mod 

hapoy  circo      -  -eh  ?he  Hup  and  the 

rellof  the  crew  wt  it  [  r<  i  -  •  ed. 

As  it  appeared  toon  letters  on  board  the 
prize,  that  ieveral  pther  n^rehantmen  were  at 
fra  between  Callao  and  Valparaifo,  the  commo- 
dore, having  put  ten  of  his  own  hands  ori  board 
iheTryal  Hoop,  lent  her  to  cruize  off  the  laft 
mentioned  port  -,  and  at  toe  fame  ordered  cap- 
tain Mitchel  m  toe  Gtovceiier,  to  proceed  to 
fifty  degrees  fouth  latitude,  and  ennze  off  the 
iQand  of  Paita,  till  he  mould  be  joined  by  the 
Centurion  •,  and  he  put  en  board  her^  twenty 
three  failors  and  fix pafiengers  iiem  theCarmelo, 


which  was  fitted  out  as  a  cruizer  with  four  fix 
pounders,  and  two  i'wivels. 

The  Centurion  and  her  prize,  wcigheel  from 
the  bay  of  Juan  Fernandez  on  the  nineteenth  of 
September,  to  make  her  courfe  to  the  eafi  ward, 
propofing  to  join  the  Try  al  off  Vaiparailb. 

On  the  twenty-fourth  in  the  evening  they  came 
up  with  her,  having  at  firft  taken  her  for  an  ene- 
my and  made  preparations  for  an  engagement. 
She  had  taken  a  prize  of  fix  hundred  tons  bur- 
then, laden  with  a  cargo  like  that  of  the  Carme- 
lo,  with  about  five  thoufand  pounds  in  ready 
money  ;  but  this  fuccefs  was  counter-ballanced 
by  the  TryaPs  main-top  maft  coming  by  the 
board,  and  her  having  the  misfortune  to  ipring 
both  her  main  and  foremafts. 

At  this  time  the  wind  blew  fo  hard,  and  there 
waj  fuch  a  hollow  fea,  that  there  was  no  pofiibi- 
lity  of  affording  her  any  afiiftance,  nor  could 
they  think  of  leaving  her  in  fuch  a  fituation. 

On  the  twenty-feventh  the  weather  proving 
more  moderate,  the  captain  of  the  Tryal  came 
on  board  the  Centurion,  bunging  with  him  an 
inftrument,  fubfenbed  by  himleif,  and  all  his 
officers,  letting  forth  that  the  veffel  was  fo 
leaky  and  defective,  that  it  was  at  the  hazard  of 
their  lives  they  ftayed  on  board  her  •,  whereupon 
the  commodore  having  ordered  every  thing  ufe- 
ful  in  her  to  be  put  on  board  the  prize  ftie  had 
taken,  together  with  captain  Saunders  and  her 
crew,  flie  was  fcuttled  and  funk. 

After  captain  Saunders  had  feen  her  deftroy- 
ed,  he  proceeded  in  his  new  frigate,  now  called 
the  Tryal's  Prize,  to  her  flation  off  Valparaifo, 
attended  by  lieutenant  Saumarez  in  the  Cen- 
turion's prize  ;  while  the  commodore  bore  away 
to  the  fouthward,  propofing  to  cruize  fome 
days  to  the  windward  of  Valparaifo,  from 
whence  he  intended  to  proceed  down  the  coaft, 
to  the  high  land  of  Nafco,  which  was  the  place 
where  captain    Saunders   was  directed  to   join 

him. 

The  commodore  being  joined  by  the  Tryal's 
and  Centurion's  prize,  it  was  refoived  to  join 
captain  Mitchel,  who  was  ftationed  off  Paita, 
that  if  a  Spanifti  fquadron  fhould  be  fitted  out 
at  Callao,  they  might  be  able  to  give  it  a  warm 
reception.  With  this  view  they  flood  to  the 
northward,  and  on  the  fifth  of  November  fell 
in  with  a  fail,  which  after  purfuing  till  an  hour 
and  a  half  after  it  was  dark,  ftruck  to  them  on 
the  firing  of  fourteen  (hot. 

Mr.  Dennis,  third  lieutenant  of  the  Centu- 
rion, was  fent  in  the  boat,  with  fixteen  men,  to 
take  poflefiion  of  her.  She  was  called  the  Santa 
Terefa  de  Jelbs,  burthen  about  three  hundred 
tons,  bound  from  Guiaquil  to  Callao,  laden 
with  hides,  timber,  tobacco,  cocoa,  cocoa-nuts, 
Quito  thread  (which  is  very  ftrong,  and  made 
of  a  fpecies  of  grafs)  Quito  cloth,  and  about 
one  hundred  and  feventy  pounds  in  money.  Be- 
fides  the  crew,  which  amounted  to  forty-five 
hands,  there  were  ten  paffengers  on  board  ;  four 
men,  three  v  omen,  and  three  black  flaves  to 
attend  them.  The  women  were  a  mother  and 
her  two  daughters,  the  eldeft  about  twenty-one, 
and  the  younger  about  fourteen, 

}        D  They 
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They  were  exceffively  alarmed  at  falling  into 
the  hands  of  an  enemy,  whom,  from  the  former 
outrages  of  the  buccaneers,  and  the  artful  re- 
presentations of  their  priefts,  they  had  been 
taught  to  confider  as  the  moil  brutal  of  all  man- 
kind. Their  apprehenfions  were  not  a  little 
heightened  by  the  Angular  beauty  of  the  young- 
eft  of  the  women,  and  the  riotous  diipofition, 
which  they  might  well  expect  to  find,  in  a  fet  of 
failors,  who  had  not  feen  a  woman  for  near  a 
twelvemonth.  Full  of  terror,  therefore,  the  wo- 
men all  hid  themfclves  on  the  officer's  firft  go- 
ing on  board,  and  it  was  not  without  difficulty 
that  he  perfuaded  them  to  approach  the  light  •, 
when  he  foon  Satisfied  them  by  his  polite  and 
humane  behaviour,  that  they  had  nothing  to 
fear. 

By  the  commodore's  order,  thefe  ladies  had 
the  free  ufe  of  their  apartments,  the  attendance 
of  their  flaves,  and  every  convenience  that  could 
be  afforded  them.  He  alio  permitted  the  pilot, 
who  is  ufually  the  fecond  perfon  on  board  the 
Spanifh  (hip's,  to  continue  with  them,  as  a  kind 
of  guardian.  This  man  had,  at  firft,  pretended 
to  be  the  hufband  of  theyoungeft  lady,  but  this 
was  only  an  honeft  deceit,  pradtiled  with  a  view 
to  preferve  her  from  ill  ufage  ;  and  to  do  jui- 
tice  to  thefe  ladies,  it  may  be  proper  to  obServe 
that  they  were  extremely  fenfible  of  the  tender 
and  polite  behaviour  of  the  commodore,  upon 
whom  they  begged  leave  to  wait,  when  he  af- 
terwards gave  them  their  liberties,  that  they 
might  affure  him  of  the  grateful  SenSe  they  en- 
tertained of  the  favours  they  had  received. 

All  the  prifoners,  on  their  firft  failing  into  the 
hands  of  the  Englifh,  had  exhibited  the  utmoft 
figns  of  fear,  expecting  nothing  but  the  moft 
barbarous  treatment  •,  and  they  even  acknow- 
ledged, So  Strong  were  their  prepoffefiions,  that 
after  having  for  ibme  time  experienced  Mr.  An- 
ion's civil  and  polite  behaviour,  they  could 
fcarcely  credit  their  own  feelings. 

Among  the  reft,  there  was  a  lad  of  about  Se- 
venteen, fen  to  the  vice-prefident  of  Chili,  who 
taking  it  for  granted  that  he  was  enfiaved  for 
life,-  among  the  moft  abandoned  of  mankind, 
lamented,  in  the  rroft  moving  terms,  his  fepa- 
ntion  from  his  country,  his  parents*  and  his 
friends  ;  but  when  he  had  been  Some  time  on 
board,  the  obliging  treatment  he  had  received 
from  every  one,  and  the  care  Mr.  Anion  took 
of  him,  h.id  Such  an  effect  upon  him,  that  he 
declared  he  would  willingly  have  Spent  his  life 
with  the  commodore. 

It  is, indeed,  but  juftice  to  all  the  prifoners  to 
obScrve,  that  after  they  went  on  more,  thev  were 
loud  in  the  praifes  of  the  Engliih  :  and  a  jefuit 
'  i  Some  distinction,  who  had  been  a  pi  iSoner  on 
board  one  cf  the  prizes,  omitted  no  opportunity 
■  f  mentioning  the  noblenefs  of  Mr.  Anfon's  be- 
haviour, and  laid  that  his  treatment  of  the  men 
would  always  call  for  the  moit  grateful  acknow- 
ledgment •,  but  that  his  conduct  towards  the  la- 
dies exceeded  all  belief. 

Mr.  Anion  now  gave  orders  for  the  boats  to 
be  repaired,  as  there  was  timber  enough  in  the 
laft  prize  ;  and  to  facilitate  their  boarding  an 
enemy's  veffel,  in  caSe  of  necefiity,  he  ordered 


a  fwivel  gun-ftock  to  be  fixed  in  the  bow  of  the. 
large  and  Small  pinnace. 

About  this  time  they  found  the  fea  for  many 
miles  round  them  of  a  beautiful  red  colour, 
which,  upon  examination,  was  imputed  to  an 
immenie  quantity  of  fpawn,  fwimming  on  its 
Surface  •,  for  iome  of  the  water  being  taken  up 
in  a  wine  glafs,  it  had  a  dirty  appearance  ;  but 
foon  changed  to  a  clear  cryftal,  with  only  Some 
red  globules  floating  on  the  top. 

On  the  tenth  of  November,  lying  at  three 
leagues  distance  from  the  ifland  of  Lobos,  look- 
ing out  for  the  Gloucefter,  whoSe  Station  had 
been  appointed  hereabouts,  they  discovered  a 
Sail,  which  lieutenant  Brett  was  ordered  to  chafe, 
with  the  TryaPs  pinnace  and  barge.  It  was  Soon 
diicovered  that  it  was  not  the  Gloucester  ;  and 
as  there  was  no  wind  Stirring,  the  lieutenant 
Soon  came  up  with,  and  boarded  her,  without 
any  refiftaftce  on  the  part  of  the  enemy. 

The  Prize  was  called  the  Nueftra  Senora  del 
Carmin,  bound  from  Panama  to  Callao,  was 
about  two  hundred  and  Seventy  tons  burden, 
had  forty-three  mariners  on  board,  with  a  cargo 
of  fteel,  iron,  cedar,  plank,  pepper,  cinnamon, 
powder  blue,  Romifh  indulgences,  and  other 
kinds  of  merchandize,  of  little  value  to  the 
captors  -,  but  was  a  greater  loSs  to  the  Spaniards' 
than  any  capture  they  had  made  in  that  part  of 
the  world  •,  for  the  cargo  was  of  more  than  four 
hundred  thoufand  dollars  value,  prime  coft,  at 
Panama. 

Onboard  this  veffel  was  an  Irifhman,  named 
John  Williams,  who  had  travelled  all  over  the 
kingdom  of  Mexico  as  a  pedlar,  by  which  he 
had  acquired  a  considerable  Sum  of  money,  which 
by  fome  accident  he  had  again  loft  ;  he  had  been 
for  fome  time  confined  in  the  gaol  of  Paita  for 
a  misdemeanour,  and  expreffed  great  Satistaction 
at  falling  into  the  hands  of  his  countrymen. 

From  this  man  they  learnt  that,  a  few  days 
before,  a  veffel  had  entered  Paita,  the  mafter  of 
which  told  the  governor  that  he  had  been  cha- 
ced  by  a  very  large  Ship,  which,  from  her  fize 
and  appearance,  he  imagined  to  be  one  cf  the 
Engliih  fquadron  ;  and  that  the  governor  had 
immediately  Sent  an  expreSs  to  Lima,  to  carry 
the  news  to  the  vicc-roy,  while  the  royal  officer 
refiding  at  Paita,  had  been  bufily  employed  in 
removing,  both  the  King's  treaSure  and  his  own, 
to  Piura,  a  town  fourteen  leagues  within  land  ; 
but  that  there  was  a  large  Sum  of  money  be- 
longing to  the  merchants  lodged  in  the  Cuftom- 
houfe,  which  was  intended  to  be  Skipped  on 
board  a  veffel  then  in  the  port,  which  was  to 
Sail  with  all  expedition  for  Sonfonnate  on  the 
coaft  of  Mexico,  to  purchafe  part  of  the  cargo 
of  the  Manila  fhip. 

It  was  at  once  conjectured  that  the  Ship  w 
had  chaced  the  veffel  into  Paita,  was  the  Glou- 
cester ;  and  as.  the  veffel  in  which  the  money  wa5 
to  be  Shipped  was  efteemed  a  prime  Sailer,  they 
concluded  that  they  had  no  chance  of  coming  up 
widi  her,  if  they  Suffered  her  to  efcape  out  of 
the  port'. 

As  they  were  now  discovered,   and  the  coaft 
would  Soon  be  alarmed,  So   as  to  prevent  then" 
cruizing  to  any  advantage,  the   commodore  re- 
folded 
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folved  to  endeavour  to  furprize  the  place  that 
very  night.  This  attack,  upon  Paita,  befides 
the  treasure  it  prorriiled,  afforded  them  a  pro- 
fpect  of  fupplying  themfelves  with  live  provi- 
iions,  of  which  they  were  in  great  want  ;  and  an 
opportunity  of  fetting  their  priibners  on  fliore, 
who  were  now  very  numerous,  and  made  a 
greater  COrifumptidrt  of  provifions  than  their 
llock  was  capable  ot  fur.nilfung  for  any  confide- 
rable  time. 

The  town  of  Paita  is  fituated  in  five  degrees 
twelve  minutes  louth  latitude,  on  a  barren  foil, 
compofed  of  land  and  Hate,  not  having  a  drop 
of  frelh  water,  or  any  kind  of  greens,  or  provi- 
fions,  except  fome  fifh  and  a  few  goats  :  but  at 
the  dilhmce  of  fomewhat  more  than  two  leagues, 
is  a  town  called  Colan,  from  whence  water, 
maize,  greens,  fowls,  Sec.  are  conveyed  on  floats 
t.>  Paita;  for  the  conveyance  of  the  fhips  that 
touch  there,  and  cattle  are  brought  from  the 
above  mentioned  town  <  f  Piura.  The  water 
brought  from  Colan  is  of  a  whitifh  difagjreeable 
afpecr,  but  is  faid  to  be  very  wholfome,  being 
itrongly  impregnated  with  farfiparilla,  with  which 
the  country  through  which  it  runs  is  faid  to  a- 
bound. 

Paita  is  efteemed  the  belt  bay  in  that  part  of 
the  coaft,  affording  very  fecure  and  commodious 
anchorage,  and  is  therefore  much  frequented  by 
all  veifcls  coming  from  the  north,  fince  it  is  the 
only  place  for  fhips  from  Acapulco,  Sonfonate, 
Panama,  &c.  to  take  in  reffefhmens  in  the  paf- 
fage  to  Callao,  and  the  wind  being  full  againfl 
them  for  the  greateit  part  of  the  year,  renders 
it  impoffible  for  them  to  perform  thefe  long 
voyages,  without  flopping  for  a  recruit  of  frefh 
water. 

This  town  co'nfifts  of  about  two  hundred 
houfes,  each  one  ftory  high,  the  walls  being 
made  of  fplit  cane  and  mud,  and  the  roofs  only 
a  covering  of  leave's  :  thefe  buildings,  flight  as 
they  are,  may  be  allowed  fufficient  for  a  climate 
in  which  ram  is  unknown.  There  fell  indeed  a 
fmall  quantity  in  the  year  172S,  which  was  con- 
lidered  as  a  prodigy,  and  proved  the  deftruction 
of  many  buildings.  The  only  defence  of  Paita, 
when  Mr.  Anion  was  there,  was  a  fort  v-ithout 
either  ditch  or  outwork,  furrounded  with  a  brick 
w?ll  of  fmall  ftrength,  in  v. Inch  were  mounted 
eight  pieces  of  cannon,  and  the  garrifon  confift ed 
of  only  one  weak  company  •,  though  it  was 
thought  the  town  was  able  to  arm  three  hundred 
men. 

Mr.  Anfon  confidering  that  the  flrength  of  the 
place  did  not  require  his  whole  force,  and  that 
the  fhips  might  be  eafily  feeh  at  a  diftance,  evert 
in  the  night,  which  would  alarm  the  inhabitants, 
and  give  them  an  opportunity  of  fecuring  their 
moft  valuable  effects,  refolved  to  make  the  at- 
tempt with  the  boats  only,  and  ordered  the 
eighteen  oared  barges,  with  his  own  and  the 
Tryal  pinnaces  on  that  fervice,  which  were  man- 
ned with  fifty-eight  choice  men,  well  armed,  un- 
der the  care  of  Mr.  Brett,  to  whom  the  conduct 
of  the  expedition  was  left. 

To  prevent  any  cortfufion  which  might  arife 
from  their  ignorance  of  the  ftreets,  two  Spanifh 
pilots  were  ordered  1.0  conduct  the  lieutenant  to 
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the  befl  landing  place,  and  to  be  his  guides  on 
fhore  ;  and  to  fecure  their  fidelity,  an  afiurance 
given  to  the  priibners,  that  they  fhould  be 
all  here  fet  on  fhore,  provided  the  pilot*  acted 
faithfully.  And  the  pilots  were  threatened  that 
if  they  acted  treacherouOy  they  fhould  be  im- 
mediately fhot,  and  the  reft  of  the  Spaniards 
fhould  be  carried  prifoners  to  Eno-hnd. 

it  was  particularly  remarkable,  that  one  of 
thefe  pilots  bad  been  about  twenty  years  before 
a  prifoner  with  captain  Clippenon,  who  com- 
pelled him,  in  like  manner,  to  guide  his  men  to 
Truxillo,  an  inland  town  to  the  fouthwawl  of 
Paita,  which  they  then  furprized  and  pillaged. 

When  the  fhips  were  within  five  leagues  of 
Paita  about  ten  o'clock  at  night,  lieutenantBrett 
with  the  boats  under  his  command  put  off,  and 
arrived  without  being  difcovered,  at  the  mouth, 
of  the  bay  ;  though  he  had  no  fooner  entered  it, 
than  fome  of  the  people  on  board  a  veflfel  ri- 
ding at  anchor  there,  perceived  him,  and  in, me- 
diately getting  into  their  boar,  rowed  towards  the 
fliore,  crying  out,  "  The  Englifh,  the  Englifh 
dogs,  &c."  by  which  the  town  was  alarmed,  and 
the  men  in  the  boats  could  perceive  feveral  lights 
hurrying  backwards  and  forwards  in  the  fort, 
and  other  marks  of  the  inhabitants  being  in  mo- 
tion; 

On  this  Mr.  Brett  encouraged  his  men  to  pull 
up  brifkly,  and  go  on  fhore  before  two  guns  could 
be  fired  from  the  fort  ;  when  drawino-  up  his 
men  under  the  fhelter  of  a  narrow  ftreet,  they  in- 
ftantly  marched  to  the  parade,  a  large  fquare  at 
the  end  of  this  ftreet,  with  drums  beating,  and 
loud  fhouts  cf  joy ;  and  were  there  faluted  with 
a  volley  of  fmall  fhot  from  fome  merchants,  who 
had  polled  themfelves  in  a  gallery  that  ran  round 
the  governor's  houfe  ;  but  upon  the  fire  beino- 
returned,  they  abandoned  the  poft,  and.  left  the 
Englifh  in  poffeffion  of  the  parade. 

Mr.  Brett  now  divided  his  men  into  two  par- 
ties, one  of  which  he  ordered  to  furround  the  00- 
vernor's  houfe,  and  if  poffible  to  fecure  the  go- 
vernor, while  he  marched  at  the  head  of  the  o- 
ther  to  the 'fort,  with  an  intention  to  have  forced 
it,  but  the  enemy  had  made  their  efcape  over  the 
wails  on  his  approach,  fo  that  he  entered  it  with- 
out oppofuion. 

Thus  the  town  was  taken  in  lefs  than  a  quar- 
ter of  an  hour  from  their  firft  landing,  with  the 
lofs  of  one  man  killed  and  two  wounded.  As  moft 
of  the  inhabitants  were  in  bed  when  the  place 
was  furprized,  they  had  fled  in  their  firft  fright, 
without  flaying  to  diefs  ;  and  as  the  failors  could 
not  be  reftrained  from  breaking  into  the  houfes, 
they  eagerly  feized  upon  their  cloaths,  which  ac- 
cording to  the  fafhion  of  the  country,  were  moll 
of  them  embroidered  or  laced  •,  and  throwing 
thefe  over  their  greafy  jackets,  cutfo  ridiculous  a 
figure  when  they  appeared  before  the  lieutenant, 
that  he  lcarcely  knew  them  •,  and  what  rendered 
their  appearance  ftill  more  uncouth,  was  that 
feveral  of  them,  not  finding  men's  apparel,  had 
flipped  on  the  women's  embroidered  gowns  and 
petticoats. 

In  the  interim,  the  Centurion,  and  the  other 
fhips,  making  an  eafy  fail  towards  Paita,  opened 
the  bay  about  feven    in   the   morning,  and    at 

twelve 


13 


8 


THE  VOYAGE  OF  GEORGE  ANSON,  Eia; 


twelve  came  to  an  anchor  at  a  mile  and  a  half 
distance  frcm  the  town.  This  day  and  the  fol- 
lowing were  fpent  in  fending  on  board  the  trea- 
sure, confiftingof  the  moft  valuable  things  to  be 
found  in  the  town,  and  beat  loads  of  hogs,  fowls, 
and  other  refrefhments  •,  and  this  was  done  with- 
out any  moleftation  from  the  enemy,  a  confide- 
rable  number  of  whom  aSfembled  from  all  parts 
of  the  country  on  a  hill  at  the  back  of  the  town, 
and  among  them  were  two  hundred  horfe  that 
appeared  to  be  well  armed,  and  furmfhed  with 
trumpets  and  drums  and  Standards. 

They  paraded  about  the  hill  with  great  often- 
tation,  an  !  were  headed  by  the  governor  who  had 
been  one  of  the  firft  that  fled,  leaving  behind 
him  his  wife,  a  lady  of  about  feventeen,  to  whom 
he  had  been  married  but  a  few  days,  and  who 
was  afterwaids  carried  off  in  her  Shift  by  two  of 
his  people,  juft  as  the  Englifh  arrived  before  his 
ho  ufe. 

The  commodore,  to  prevent  any  furprize  in  the 
nicht,  Sent  a  rtinforcement  on  Shore,  which  was 
polled  in  all  the  paflages  leading  to  the  parade, 
and  the  Streets  were  fortified  with  barricadoes 
Six  feet  high,  for  their  better  fecurity  :  but  as 
the  enemy  remained  quiet  ail  night,  they  refum- 
ed  their  former  employment  of  loading  and  fend- 
ing off  their  boats  early  in  the  morning. 

The  ei'cape  of  the  governor  was  a  great  mor- 
tification to  the  commodore,  as  well  as  to  Mr. 
Brett,  becaule  if  they  had  feeured  him,  they  might 
probably  have  obtained  a  considerable  ranfom 
for  the  town,  as  there  were  in  it  Several  ware  houfes 
filled  with  valuable  goods  which  were  confumed 
with  it,  when  it  was  let  on  fire,  upon  his  (the  go- 
vernor's) I'tfufing  to  liften  to  any  overtures  that 
were  made  him  •,  for  tho'  Mr.  Anfon  fent  Several 
meSTages  to  him  by  Some  who  had  been  taken 
prifonerSj  offering  to  ranfom  the  town  upon  eafy 
terms,  yet  he  did  not  deign  even  to  return  an  an- 
fwer,  and  was  fo  S'ond  of  his  new  military  com- 
mand, that  he  Seemed  to  have  loft  all  concern  for 
the  fate  of  his  government. 

On  the  Second  day  after  the  EngliSh  had  taken 
poffefiion  of  the  place,  the  Spaniards  on  the  hill 
were  in  Such  want  of  water,  that  many  of  their 
Slaves  crept  into  the  town  by  Stealth,  and  car- 
ried off  Several  jars  of  water  for  their  ufe;  and 
Mr.  Brett  was  informed  both  by  feme  deferters 
and  prilbners  that  he  took  as  they  were  carrying 
off  the  water,  that  the  Spaniards  on  the  hill  hav- 
ing increaSed  to  a  very  confiderable  number,  had 
refolved  to  Storm  the  town  and  fort  on  the  Suc- 
ceeding night,  under  the  command  of  one  Gor- 
don a  Scotch  catholic.  Notwithstanding  this  he 
continued  lending  off  the  boats  without  the  leaft 
hurry  till  the  evening,  when  the  commodore  a- 
gain  fent  a  reinforcement  on  Shore,  and  Mr. 
Brett  doubled  his  guards  at  each  of  the  barrica- 
does. 

The  bufinefs  at  Paita  being  pretty  well  over 
on  the  third  day,  which  was  the  fifteenth  of  No- 
vember, the  commodore  put  all  his  prifoners, 
being  eighty-eight  in  number,  on  Shore,  agreea- 
ble to  Ins  promiSe,  giving  orders  that  they  Should 
be  Secured  in  one  of  the  churches,  till  the  men 
were  ready  to  embark. 

Mr.  Brett  then,  agreeable  to  his  orders,  dis- 
tributed pitch,  tar:  and  other  combultibles,  of 


which  there  were  great  quantities  in  the  town, 
into  houfes  Situated  in  different  Streets  ;  that  the 
place  being  fired  in  different  parts  at  the  fame 
time,  the  destruction  might  be  the  more  violent 
and  fudden,  and  that  the  Spaniards  might  not  be 
able  to  extinguish  it  when  he  was  gone.  Then, 
having  fpiked  up  the  cannon  in  the  fort,  and  fet 
fire  to  fuch  houfes  as  were  to  the  windward,  he 
collected  his  men,  of  whom  there  was  only  one 
miffing,  and  marched  towards  the  boats  which 
were  ready  to  carry  them  off. 

At  this  time  a  body  of  Spaniards  upon  the  hill 
put  themfelves  in  motion,  and  marched  towards 
the  town  with  great  feeming  refolution  ;  but  Mr. 
Brett  ordering  his  men  to»  halt  and  face  about, 
this  heroic  troop  made  a  full  Stop,  and  did  not 
dare  to  advance. 

They  were  now  ready  to  put  off  from  the 
beach,  and  the  lait  man  was  actually  embarked, 
when  they  heard  the  voice  of  a  perfon  intreating 
them  to  take  him  on  board  -,  (for  by  this  time 
the  beach  was  fo  covered  with  Smoke  that  they 
could  not  difcern  any  one)  when  one  of  the  boats 
advancing  to  the  place  from  whence  the  found 
ilTned,  found  the  man  whom  they  had  miffed, 
up  to  the  chin  in  water,  having  waded  as  far  as 
he  durlt  (for  he  could  not  fwim)  and  exceflively 
terrified,  left  he  Should  fall  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy.  On  enquiry  into  the  caufe  of  his  delay, 
it  was  found  that  he  had  taken  too  large  a  dofe 
of  brandy,  and  falling  afieep,  did  not  awake  till 
the  fire  came  near  enough  to  fcoreh  him.  He  Said 
that  on  his  firlt  opening  his  eyes,  he  was  Strange- 
ly amazed  to  fee  the  houfes  all  in  a  blaze  about 
him  on  one  fide,  and  on  the  other,  Several  Spa- 
niards and  Indians  near  him,  but  that,  recollect- 
ing his  dangerous  Situation,  he  puShed  thro'  the 
thickeft  of  the  Smoke,  as  the  likelieft  means  of 
efcaping  the  enemy,  and  arrived  on  the  beach 
juft  in  time  to  lave  himfelf. 

It  ought  to  be  obferved  in  juftice  to  the  reft 
of  thefe  gallant  fellows,  that,  tho' there  was  plen- 
ty of  wine  and  fpiritu  his  liquors  ready  at  their 
hands,  this  was  the  only  man  who  went  on  Shore 
that  was  known  to  be  drunk  during  the  expedi- 
tion. 

The  Sailors  having  helped  their  comrade  out 
of  the  water,  Mr.  Brett  and  his  detachment  put 
off  to  the  Ship.  The  acquisition  they  made  in 
wrought  plate,  dollars,  and  other  coin,  amount- 
ed to  upwards  of  thirty  thouSand  pounds,  befides 
Several  rings,  bracelets  and  jewels,  whofe  value 
could  not  then  be  determined.  The  plunder  that 
became  the  immediate  property  of  the  captors, 
was  alio  very  confiderable.  It  appeared  by  a 
memorial  prelented  to  the  court  of  M.'.drid,  that 
the  lofs  of  the  Spaniards  by  this  action  amount- 
ed to  half  a  million  of  dollars. 

When  the  commodore  firft  came  into  bay,  he 
found  fix  of  the  enemy's  veffels  at  anchor,  one 
of  which,  called  the  Solidad,  being  the  Ship  that 
was  to  have  conveyed  the  trealure  to  the  coalt  of 
Mexico,  he  refolved  to  take  her  with  him  ■>  and 
gave  the  command  of  her  to  Mr.  Hughes,  the 
lieutenant  of  the  Tryal.  The  other  five,  being 
two  fnows,  a  bark,  and  two  row  galleys,  were 
towed  out  of  the  harbour,  fcuttled  and  Sunk,  by 
the  command  of  the  commodore. 

CHAP. 
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They  fail  from  Paita  ;  dfputes  about  the  plunder  adjuficd  by  the  commodore  -,  they  Jleer for 

!%uibo;  the  Tcrefa  and  Solidad  burned  ;  defer  ipt  ion  of  the  ifland  of  §>uibo,  and  its  produce  j 

they  fail  from  Quibo,  and  cruize  for  the  Manila  fhip  ;  Jleer  for  Chequetan  ;  the  harbour 

of  Chequetan,  and  the  adjacent  country  defcribed  ;  extraordinary  qualities  of  the  torpedo- 

jijh  ;  they  fail  for  China. 
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LHEY  weighed  anchor  from  the  co?.ft 
of  Paita,  about  midnight,  on  the  fix- 
teenth  of  November,  the  fquadron  be- 
ing increafed  to  fix  fail,  that  is,  the  Centurion, 
the  Tryal's  prize,  the  Carmelo,  the  Carmin, 
the  Terefa,  and  the  Solidad.  They  now  flood 
to  the  weftward,  and  in  the  morning  the  com- 
modore ordered  the  fhips  to  fland  at  a  con- 
fiderable  diftance  from  each  other,  in  order  to 
look  out  for  the  Gloucefter,  for  they  then  drew 
near  the  ilation  where  lhe  had  been  ordered  to 
cruize. 

And  now  a  dilpute  arofe  between  the  men 
who  had  been  afhore  at  Paita,  and  thole  who 
had  remained  on  board  ;  the  latter  maintain- 
ing that  they  had  an  undoubted  right  to  fhare 
in  the  plunder  which  had  been  taken  ;  which 
the  former  confidered  as  a  reward  for  the 
rifks  they  had  run,  and,  the  intrepidity  they  had 
fhewn. 

To  this  it  was  replied,  by  thole  who  had  re- 
mained on  board,  that  if  it  had  been  left  to 
their  choice,  they  fhould  have  preferred  act- 
ing on  Ihore  to  continuing  on  board  •,  and  that 
while  the  others  were  on  land,  their  duty  was 
extremely  fatiguing  ;  for  befides  the  labour  of 
the  day,  they  were  constantly  under  arms  all 
night  to  fecure  the  prilbners,  whofe  numbers 
exceeded  their  own  ;  and  of  whom  it  was  then 
neceflary  to  be  extremely  watchful  ■,  left,  at  fo 
critical  a  juncture,  they  might  have  been  tempt- 
ed to  form  fome  dangerous  attempt.  They  aifo 
urged  that  a  fufficient  force  on  board  was  as  ne- 
ceflary  to  the  fuccefs  of  the  enterprize,  as  the 
action  cf  the  others  on  more. 

Thefe  arguments  were  warmly  oppofed  by 
the  obftinacy  of  fome  and  thefelfifhntfsof  others  j 
fo  that  the  commodore  thought  it  neceflary  to 
interpofe  his  authority  before  any  mifchievious 
coniequences  enfued  ;  and  therefore  ordering 
all  hands  to  afienible  on  the  quarter  deck,  he 
addrefled  himfelf  to  thofe  who  had  been  on  fhore-, 
commended  their  behaviour,  thanked  them  for 
their  fervices,  and  then  reafoned  with  them  in 
luch  a  manner,  as  made  it  evident  that  their 
companions  on  board  had  an  equal  right  with 
them  to  the  plunder. 

He  therefore  infilled  that  both  officers  and 
private  men  fhould  immediately  produce  the 
whole  of  the  plunder  upon  the  quarter  deck, 
where  he  divided  it  in  the  moft  impartial  man- 
ner, among  the  whole  crew,  in  proportion  to 
each  man's  rank  and  commiffion :  and  to  prevent 
the  captors  from  murmuring  at  this  diftribu- 


tion,  as  well  as  to  encourage  others  who  might 
be  hereafter  employed  in  like  fervices,  Mr. 
Anfon  gave  his  own  entire  fhare  of  the  booty 
to  be  divided  among  thofe  who  had  been  upon 
the  attack  j  by  which  prudent  meafures,  all 
matters  were  adjufted  to  the  general  fatisfac- 
tion  of  the  fhip's  company. 

On  the  morning  of  the  eighteenth  they  dif- 
covered  the  Gloucefter,  with  a  fmall  vefiel  in 
tow,  which  joined  them  about  three  in  the  af- 
ternoon: when  they  learnt  that  captain  Mitchel, 
in  the  whole  of  his  cruize  had  only  taken  two 
prizes,  one  of  which  was  a  fnow,  whofe  cargo 
confided  of  wine,  brandy,  and  olives  in  jars,  and 
about  feven  thoufand  pounds  in  fpecie  •,  and 
the  other  was  a  launch,  the  people  on  board 
which,  when  taken  by  the  Gloucefter's  barge 
were  at  dinner  upon  pigeon-pye  ferved  up  in 
filver  dilhes. 

Notwithftanding  this  circumftance,  the  pri- 
foners  alledged  that  they  were  very  poor  :  hav- 
ing nothing  on  board  but  cotton  made  up  in 
jars,  which  being  removed  on  board  the  Glou- 
cefter, were  ftrittly  examined,  when  the  whole 
appeared  to  be  a  very  cxtraodinary  piece  of 
fali'e  package  •,  there  being  concealed  among 
the  cotton,  doubloons  and  dollars,  to  the  amount 
of  twelve  thoufand  pounds  which  were  the  pro- 
perty of  thofe  very  merchants  at  Paita,  who  had 
owned  the  greattft  part  of  the  money  which  Mr,' 
Brett  and  his  detachment  had  taken  there.  The 
Gloucefter's  people  had  alio  been  in  fight  of  two 
or  three  more  of  the  enemy's  fhips,  one  of  which 
there  was  reaion  to  apprehend  was  of  immenfe 
value  ;  but  they  had  efcaped  them. 

The  Gloucefter  and  her  prize  having  now 
joined  the  fquadron,  which  was  much  in  want  of 
water,  they  fleered  for  Quibo,  an  ifland  fituat- 
ed  in  the  mouth  of  the  bay  of  Panama  •,  and  the 
commodore  propofed,  after  they  had  fupplied 
themfelves  with  water,  to  fleer  for  the  fouthern 
pai  ts  of  California  or  the  adjacent  coaft  of  Me- 
xico, there  to  cruize  for  the  Manila  galleon, 
which  was  known  to  be  at  fea,  on  her  way  to  A- 
capulco  •,  and  as  it  was  now  only  the  middle  of 
November,  and  the  fhip  did  not  ufually  arrive 
till  the  middle  of  January,  they  did  not  doubt  of 
getting  on  that  flation  time  enough  to  intercept 
her. 

They  were  now  eight  fail  in  all ;  but  the  Soli- 
dad and  the  Santa  Terefa  being  bad  failers,  and 
delaying  the  reft  of  the  fquadron,  the  commo- 
dore ordered  them  to  be  cleared  of  every  thing 
that  might  be  ufeful  to  the  other  fhips,  and  then 
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burnt  ;  and  having  given  proper  inftructions  to 
the  Gloucefter  and  the  other  veffels,  the  Cen- 
turion held  on  her  way  for  Quibo. 

On  the  2  2d  they  made  the  ifland  of  Plata,  and 
about  three  in  the  afternoon  they  faw  the  point 
of  Manta,  and  as  there  was  a  town  of  the  lame 
name  in  the  neighbourhood,  the  captain  of  the 
Gloucefter  took  that  opportunity  of  lending  away 
feveral  of  his  prifoners  in  the  Spanifii  launch. 

Having  now  paffed  the  equinoctial,  they  found 
in  a  few  days  an  extraordinary  alteration  in-  the 
climate  -,  for  inftead  of  uniform  temperate  wea- 
ther, it  was  for  feveral  days  very  clofe  and  ftil- 
try,  with  frequent  calms,  and  heavy  rains,  which 
rendered  it  neceffary  to  caulk  the  fides  and  decks 
of  the  Centurion,  to  prevent  the  rain  water 
from  running  into  her. 

On  the  third  of  December  they  came  in  fight 
of  Quibo,  and  on  the  fourth  in  the  evening  they 
came  to  an  anchor. 

The  ifland  of  Quibo  is  extremely  convenient 
for  wooding  and  watering,  as  the  trees  grow  clofe 
to  the  high  wattr  mark,  and  a  rapid  ftream  of 
frefh  water  runs  over  the  fandy  beach  into  the 
fea  ;  fo  thai  in  two  days  the  Centurion  was  able 
to  lay  in  a  fufrkient  ftock  of  wood  and  water. 
The  whole  ifland  is  pretty  lofty  excepting  one 
part  :  it  confifts  of  a  continued  wood  fpread  all 
over  the  furface  of  the  country,  which  main- 
tains, a  perpetual  verdure.  A  few  limes,  and 
abundance  of  Caffia  were  found  in  the  woods, 
but  notwithftanding  the  flicker  afforded  for 
birds,  they  faw  no  other  forts  but  parrots,  paro- 
quets and  mackaws,  but  of  thefe  laft  there  were 
prodigious  flights. 

The  animals  they  found  in  the  greateft  plenty 
were  monkeys  and  guanoes,  which  they  often 
killed  for  food  ;  for  notwithftanding  they  faw 
many  herds  of  deer,  they  killed  only  two  during 
their  ftay  upon  the  ifland,  the  difficulty  of  pene- 
trating the  woods  preventing  their  coming  at 
them.  The  Spaniards  fay  that  a  flying  fnake  is 
often  found  on  this  ifland,  which  clings-  to  the 
boughs  of  trees,  from  which  it  darts  upon  either 
man  or  beaft  that  comes  within  its  reach,  and  its 
fifing  is  laid  to  produce  inevitable  death. 

The  fi-a  around  the  ifland  is  infefted  with  num- 
bers of  alligators,  of  an  extraordinary  fize,  and 
the  crew  frequently  obferved  a  flat  fifih  of  confi- 
derable  fize  jumping  to  a  great  height  out  of  the 
water,  which  they  fuppofed  to  be  a  fifth  that  is 
laid  frequently  to  deftroy  the  pearl  divers,  by 
clalping  them  in  its  fins,  as  they  rife  from  the 
bottom  ■,  howe\er,  to  free  themielves  from  this 
dangerous  embrace,  they  now  arm  themielves 
with  a  fliarp  knife,  which  they  flick  into  the 
belly  of  the  fifti,   and  thus  regain  their  liberty. 

While  the  fhip  continued  at  anchor  here,  the 
commodore,  attended  by  fome  of  his  officers, 
went  in  a  boat  to  examine  a  bay  which  lay  to 
the  northward  ;  and  afterwards  ranged  all  along 
the  eaftern  fide  of  the  ifland  ;  and  wherever  they 
put  on  fliore  they  generally  found  the  foil  to  be 
extremely  rich,  and  met  with  plenty  of  excellent 
water.  There  were  no  inhabitants  on  this 
ifland,  but  there  were  many  huts  erected  to  fliel- 
ter  the  pearl  divers,  who  frequent  the  place  in 
the  fummer  feafon  ;   for  the  pearl  oyfters,  which 


are  found  every  where  in  the  bay  of  Panama, 
are  fo  numerous  at  Quibo,  that  a  perfon  advanc- 
ing a  little  v/ay  into  the  fea,  may  ftoop  down  and 
reach  them  from  the  bottom.  They  are  gene- 
rally large,  but  very  unpalatable. 

It  is  laid  -that  the  pearl  partakes  of  the  nature 
of  the  bottom  whereon  it  is  found,  fo  that  if  the 
bottom  be  muddy,  the  pearl  is  of  a  clufky  hue. 
The  bufinefs  of  taking  up  oyfters  for  the  fake 
of  the  pearls,  is  practifed  by  negro  flaves  care- 
fully trained  to  the  bufinefs  by  the  inhabitants  of 
Panama.  Thefe  poor  creatures  are  not  efteemed 
compleat  divers  till  they  have  learnt  to  ftay  un- 
der the  water  fo  long  that  the  blood  gufties  out 
at  their  mouth,  ears  and  nofe  ;  an  accident  that 
is  faid  never  to  happen  a  fecond  time.  They 
have  no  idea  that  any  ill  confequence  will  refult 
from  this  violer.ee  offered  to  nature,  as  the  bleed- 
ing generally  ftops  of  itfelf. 

Along  the  coaft  are  great  quantities  of  turtle'*, 
rhany  of  which  they  difcovercd  faft  afleep,  in  the 
heat  of  the  Day,  on  the  furface  of  the  water  ; 
on  this  they  ufually  fentout  a  boat  with  a  man 
in  the  bow,  who  was  an  excellent  diver  ;  and 
when  the  boat  came  within  a  few  yards  of  the 
turtle,  the  diver  plunged  into  the  water,  and  ri- 
fing  almoft  under  it,  feized  the  fhell  near  the 
tail,  and  prelling  down  the  hinder  parts,  the 
pain  awakened  the  animal,  which  ftrikingout  its 
feet,  ftipported  both  itfelf  and  the  diver  till  the 
boat  came  up  and  took  them  in. 

Green  turtle  is  undoubtedly  a  very  wholfome' 
food,  as  appears  from  their  loofing  only  two- 
men  in  their  run  from  Juan  Fernandez  to  the 
bay  of  Chcquetan,  which  took  up  feven  months^ 
for  the  laft  four  of  which  they  had  no  other  frefli> 
provifion. 

Extraordinary  as  it  may  appear,  it  is  undoubt- 
edly true,  that  the  eating  of  turtle  is  forbid  by 
the  Spaniards,  as  an  unwholfome,  if  not  a  poi- 
fonous  food  •,  and  this  prejudice  lias  'deitended 
to  their  negro  flaves,  fome  of  whom  on  board 
the  Centurion  were  aftoniftied  at  feeing  the 
failors  feed  on  it,  being  fully  perfuaded  that  it 
would  prove  mortal  ;  but  finding  that  none  of 
them  died,  they  were  at  laft  tempted  to  partake 
of  it ;  and  at  length,  grew  fo  fond  of  it,  that 
they  preferred  it  to  all  other  kind  of  food  -,  and 
frequently  congratulated  each  other  on  the  ex- 
perience they  had  acquired,  which  would  enable 
them  to  fare  luxurioufly  on  their  return  to  their 
own  country. 

Sailing  from  this  ifland  on  the  ninth  of  De- 
cember, they  on  the  next  day  took  a  fmall  bark 
from  Panama,  which  had  nothing  on  board,  but 
fome  rock  fait,  oakum,  and  about  thirty  pounds 
in  money. 

On  the  twelfth  of  December  they  flood  from 
Quibo  to  the  weftward,  having  fcuttled  and 
funk  the  laft  prize,  and  beingjoined  by  the  Glou- 
cefter, which  having  fprung  her  fore-top-maft, 
had  been  feperated  from  them.  The  commo- 
dore proceeded  to  cruize  for  the  Manila  fhip, 
having  firft  given  dirctions  to  his  fquadron  to 
ufe  all  poflible  difpatch  in  getting  to  the  north- 
ward of  the  harbour  of  Acapulco  ;  and  in  cafe 
of  feparation,  to  rendezvous  at  the  middle  ifland 
oftheTres  Marias-,  and,  if  they  miffed  him 
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there,  at  the  ifland  of  Macao  on  the  coaft  of 

China. 

Thcfe  orders  being  given,  they  made  no  doubt 
but  they  mould  foon  arrive  at  their  intended 
ftation,  as  they  expected  to  fall  in  with  the  re- 
gular trade  wind  ;  but  to  their  great  mortifica- 
tion, they  were  harraffed  with  contrary  winds, 
heavy  rains,  or  dead  calms,  for  near  a  month  •, 
and  began  to  defpair  of  intercepting  the  Manila 
fhip  ;  but  at  length  their  fpirits  were  fomewhat 
revived  by  a  favourable  change  in  the  wind  -,  on 
which  the  Centurion  took  the  Carrnelo  in  tow, 
as  the  Gloucefter  did  the  Carmin  ;  and  they 
were  now  fo  unreafonable  as  to  flatter  themfeives 
that  fome  accidental  delay  might  have  lengthen- 
ed the  pafikge  of  the  Galleon,  though  the  ufual 
time  of  her  arrival  at  Acapuko  was  already  e- 

lapfed. 

On  the  twenty -fixth  of  January,  about  ten  at 
night,  the  Centurion  difcovered  a  light  on  the 
larboard  bow,  and  the  Tryal's  prize,  which  was 
about  a  mile  a-head,  made  a  fignal  at  the  fame 
time  for  feeing  a  fail  :  and  as  nobody  doubted 
but  what  they  lav,-  was  a  {hip's  light,  they  were 
extremely  animated  with  a  firm  perfuafion  that 
it  was  the  Manila  Gaileon  ;  and  what  added  to 
their  alacrity,  was  their  expectation  of  meeting 
v  ith  two  Chips  inftead  of  one  •,  for  they  took  it 
for  granted,  that  the  light  in  view,  was  carried 
in  the  top  of  one  fhip  for  a  direction  to  her  con- 
fort. 

The  Centurion  therefore  call  off  the  Carrnelo, 
and  prciied  forward  with  all  her  canvas,  making 
a  fignal  for  the  Glouccfter  to  do  the  fame  •,  and 
thus  they  chaced  the  light,  keeping  all  hands  at 
their  respective  quarters,  in  expectation  of  en- 
gaging within  half  an  hour  •,  as  they  fometimes 
conceived  the  chace  to  be  within  a  mile  diftant, 
and  fometimes  within  reach  of  their  guns  •,  fome 
of  the  people  affirming  that  they  could  plainly 
difcern  her  fails. 

Mr.  Anfon  himfelf  was  fo  fully  perluaded  that 
they  ftiould  foon  be  along  fide  of  her,  that  he 
font  for  his  firit  lieutenant,  and  directed  him  to 
fee  all  the  great  guns  loade.i  with  two  round  foot 
for  the  firit  broad  fidej  and  after  that  with  one 
round  lhotandone  grape  •,  charging  him  not  to 
fuffer  a  fhot  to  be  fired  till  the  commodore  lhould 
give  orders,  wh  ch  he  laid  would  not  be  till  he 
arrived  within  piftol-fliot  of  die  enemy. Thus  they 
continued  chafing  all  night,  firmly  perfuaded 
that  another  quarter  of  an  hour  would  bring  them 
up  with  the  fhip,  whole  wealth  they  eftimated  at 
millions  :  but  the  morning  fhewed  it  to  be  no 
more  than  a  mountain  within  land,  the  ftubble 
of  which  having  been  let  on  fire,  produced  the 
effect  which  thus  deceived  them. 

The  commodore  lent  his  barge  on  the  twelfth 
of  February  in  fearch  of  the  harbour  of  Acapul- 
co,  and  to  cKfcover  whether  the  Gaileon  was  ar- 
rived, which  returned  on  the  nineteenth  with 
news  that  they  had  difcovered  the  harbour,  and 
that  having  got  within  the  ifland  that  lies  at  the 
mouth  of  it,  they  were  doubtful  how  to  pro- 
ceed •,  but  while  they  were  lying  upon  their  oars, 
being  ignorant  that  they  were  then  at  the  very 
place  they  fought  for,  they  difcerned  a  light 
near  the  furface  of  the  water  ;    on  which  they 
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plied  their  paddles,  and  moving  as  fuently  a i 
pofiible  towards  it,  they  found  it  to  be  a  fifbing 
canoe,  which  they  furprized,  with  three  negroes 
that  belonged  to  it. 

The  negroes  at  firit  attempted  to  jump  over- 
board, but  were  prevented  by  prefenting  a  piece 
at  them,  and  taken  into  the  barge  :  after  which 
the  canoe  was  turned  a  drift  among  the  rocks, 
that  from  its  being  dafhed  in  pieces,  the  Spaniards 
might  imagine  the  owners  of  it  Were  drowned., 
and  not  impute  their  lofs  to  the  real  caufe. 

From  thefe  three  negro  prifoners  the  commo- 
dore learnt  that  the  Galleon  arrived  at  Acapulco 
on  the  ninth  of  January  old  ftile  •,  that  fhe  had 
delivered  her  cargo,  Was  taking  in  Water  and  pro- 
vifions  in  order  to  return,  and  that  the  viceroy 
of  Mexico  had,  by  proclamation,  fixed  her  de- 
parture from  Acapulco,  on  the  fourteenth  of 
March  new  ftile. 

This  news  gave  them  great  joy,  as  they  had  no 
doubt  but  fhe  muft  certainly  fall  into  their  hands; 
and  it  would  be  much  more  eligible  to  feizc  her 
on  her  return,  than  it  would  have  been  to  have 
taken  her  before,  as  the  fpecie  for  which  the 
cargo  had  been  fold,  would  be  much  more  valu- 
able to  them  than  the  cargo  itfelf. 

Satisfied  that  they  were  undifcovered,  and  that 
the  day  was  fixed  for  the  departure  of  the  Gal- 
leon from  Acapulco,  they  waited  with  the  uimoft 
impatience  for  the  important  moment. 

On  the  firft  of  March,  the  time  for  her  de- 
parture drawing  nigh,  the  commodore  difpoled 
his  five  Ships  in  fuch  a  manner^  that  they  took  up 
a  compafs  of  at  leaft  twenty-four  leagues,  with- 
in which  nothing  could  pafs  without  its  being 
known  by  the  whole  fquadron  •,  theveffels  being 
fo  judicially  ranged,  that  by  fignals,  information 
could  be  eafily  and  fpeedily  given  of  what  paffed 
in  any  part  of  the  line. 

The  better  to  prepare  for  the  reception  of  the 
'  Galleon,  there  were  left  on  board  the  Carrnelo, 
the  Carmin,  and  the  Tryal's  prize,  no  more  hands 
than  were  fufficient  to  navigate  them,  the  reft 
being  fent  on  board  the  Gloucefter  and  Centu- 
rion, which  fnips  only  were  intended  for  the  at- 
tack :  and  as  there  were  a  confiderable  number 
of  negroes  on  board,  who,  for  two  months  paft, 
had  been  trained  to  the  management  of  the  great 
guns,  and  were  well  qualified  to  be  of  fervice  •, 
thefe  were  promised  their  liberty,  provided  they 
behaved  well  during  the  engagement. 

All  poffible  methods  having  thus  been  taken 
to  prevent  the  fhip  from  efcaping,  they  waited 
with  the  utmoft  impatience  for  the  long  expect- 
ed third  of  March-,  and  no  fooner  did  that  day 
dawn,  than  they  were  all  moft  eagerly  engaged 
in  looking  towards  Acapulco,  from  whence 
neither  their  duty  nor  the  calls  of  hunger 
could  divert  their  eyes ;  but  to  their  great  mor- 
tification, the  night  came,  and  no  news  of  the 
fhip. 

From  this  day  to  the  twenty-third  of  March 
old  ftile,  they  were  in  hopes  of  her,  as  they 
were  fatisfied  fhe  had  not  quitted  the  harbour  ; 
but  by  this  time  the  whole  fleet  beginning  to  be 
in  want  of  water,  it  was  agreed  to  proceed  to 
Chequetan  to  fupply  themfeives  •,  and  left  the 
galleon,  taking  advantage  of  their  abfence,  might 
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flip  out  to  fea,  Mr.  Hughes,  lieutenant  of  the 
Tryal's  prize,  was  ordered  to  cruize  off  the  port 
of  Acapulco  for  twenty-four  days,  that  if  ihe 
fhould  let  fail,  they  might  be  fpeedily  informed 
of  it. 

On  the  firft  of  April  they  were  advanced  fo 
far  towards  Chequetan,  that  the  commodore 
lent  out  two  boats  to  difcover  the  watering 
place  ;  which  being  gone  feveral  days,  their 
water  ran  fo  fhort,  that  if  they  had  not  met 
with  a  daily  fupply  of  turtle,  which  prevented 
their  being  confined  to  fait  provifions,  they  muft 
have  fuffered  very  confiderably  in  fo  warm  a  cli- 
mate. 

The  long  abfence  of  the  boats  began  to  fill 
them  with  gloomy  apprehenfions  ;  v.  hich,  how- 
ever, were  difpelled  by  their  return  on  the  fifth 
of  April,  with  an  account  that  they  had  found 
a  proper  watering  place  feven  miles  to  the  weft- 
ward  of  the  recks  of  Seguataneio  ;  for  which 
place  the  fquadron  immediately  fteered,  and 
the  Centurion  and  Gloucefter  came  to  an  anchor 
on  the  evening  of  the  feventh  in  eleven  fathom 
water. 

The  harbour  of  Chequetan  lies  in  feventeen 
degrees,  thirty-fix  minutes  north  latitude,  and 
is  about  thirty  leagues  to  the  weftward  of  Aca- 
pulco •,  from  which  laft  place  there  is  a  bank  of 
fand,which  extends  eighteen  leagues  to  the  weft- 
ward,  againft  which  the  fea  breaks  fo  violently, 
that  it  is  impoffible  to  land  with  boats  on  any 
part  of  it ;  yet  the  ground  is  fo  clean,  that  during 
the  fair  feafon,  fhips  may  anchor  in  great  fafety 
at  the  diftance  of  a  mile  or  two  from  the 
fhore. 

The  land  adjacent  to  this  beach,  is  generally 
low,  full  of  villages,  and  planted  with  a  great 
number  of  trees  •,  and  on  the  tops  of  feveral 
fmall  eminences  are  feveral  watch-towers,  fo  that 
the  face  of  the  country  affords  a  delightful  prof- 
peel:. 

It  is  a  very  fingular  circumftance,  that  in  this 
whole  extent,  which  in  appearance  is  the  moft 
populous  and  belt  cultivated  of  the  whole  coaft, 
there  fhculd  be  neither  canoes,  boars,  or  other 
vcffels,  for  fifhing,  ccafting  or  pieafure. 

The  watering  place  of  Chequetan,  is  a  ftand- 
ing  lake,  derived  from  a  fpring  about  a  mile  up 
at  the  other  end,  where  it  was  of  a  much  better 
tafte. 

As  the  country  appeared  to  be  fo  well  culti- 
vated and  inhabited,  the  commodore  had  hopes 
to  have  eafily  procured  fome  frefh  provifions, 
and  other  reitefhments,  which  they  were  in  want 
of  ;  and  therefore  on  the  morning  after  his  com- 
ing to  an  anchor,  difpatched  a  company  of  forty 
men  well  armed  into  the  country,  to  try  if  they 
could  difcover  any  town  or  village,  and  fettle  a 
correlpondence  with  the  inhabitants. 

Thefemen  having  proceeded  about  five  miles 
from  the  harbour,  found  two  roads,  leading  eaft 
and  weft  •,  and  chufing  the  latter,  they  marched 
along  a  beaten  track,  which  led  them  into  a 
large  plain,  on  one  fide  of  which  they  law  a  cen- 
tinel  on  horfeback,  with  a  piftol  in  his  hand  •, 
but  the  horfe  ftarting  at  the  glittering  of  their 
arms,    turned   fuddenly   round,  and  ran   away 

a  great  rate ;  the  man  being  very    near  un- 


horfed,  and  dropping  his  hat  and  piftol   on  the 


ground. 


The  failors  having  in  vain  purfued  him,  to 
difcover  the  place  of  his  retreat,  tHl  they  wei;e 
quite  wearied  out,  and  finding  no  water  to 
quench  their  thirft,  they  refolved  to  return  ba 
but  that  every  means  might  be  ufed  to"  procure 
fome  intercourfe  with  the  inhabitants,  they  e- 
rected  poles  in  feveral  places,  to  which  they  af- 
fixed declarations,  written  in  Spanifh,  inviting 
the  inhabitants  to  come  down  to  the  fhips  to 
traffic,  affuring  them  of  fafegmrd,  and  faithful 
payment  for  all  the  provifions  they  brought ;  but 
this  proceeding  had  not  the  defired  effect,  for 
none  of  them  ever  came. 

Some  time  after  Mr.  Anfon's  arrival  at  Che- 
quetan, he  fent  lieutenant  Brett,  with  two  boats, 
to  examine  the  coaft  to  the  eaftward  ;  and  in 
particular  to  make  obfervations  on  the  bay  and 
watering  place  of  Petaplan. 

As  Mr.  Brett  with  one  of  the  boats  was  pre- 
paring to  land,  he  accidentally  caft  his  eyes  a- 
crofs  the  bay,  and  difcovered  three  fmall  fqua- 
drons  of  horfe  parading  upon  the  beach,  and 
feermng  to  advance  towards  the  place  where  he 
propofed  to  land.  On  which,  tho'  he  had  onlv 
fixteen  men  with  him,  he  immediately  put  off 
the  boat,  flood  over  the  bay  towards  them,  and 
foon  came  near  enough  to  perceive  that  they 
were  mounted  on  handfome  horfes,  and  armed 
with  lances  and  carbines. 

On  feeing  him  make  towards  them, they  form- 
ed upon  the  beach,  and  feemed  determined  to 
difpute  his  landing,  firing  feveral  diftant  fhot  at 
him  as  he  advanced ;  till  at  length  the  boat 
coming  within  a  reafonable  diftance  of  the  moft 
advanced  fquadron,  Mr.  Brett  ordered  his  peo- 
ple to  fire  •,  whereupon  this  refolute  cavalry  fled 
with  great  precipitation  into  the  wood.  In  their 
flight,  one  of  the  horfes  fell  down,  and  threw  his 
rider,  but  both  man  and  horfe  were  foon  up  a- 
gain,  and  followed  the  reft. 

-In  the  mean  time  the  ,two  other  fquadrons 
were  calm  fpeclators  of  the  flight  of  their  com- 
rades, being  drawn  up  at  a  confiderable  diftance 
out  of  the  reach  of  the  fhot.  It  was  a  happy 
circumftance  that  the  enemy  acted  with  fo  little 
fpirit  and  conduct,  for  had  they  concealed  them- 
felves  till  Mr.  Brett  and  his  people  landed,  it  is 
fcarce  poflible  but  they  muft  have  fallen  into 
their  hands. 

As  they  found  it  in  vain  to  attempt  to  prevail 
on  the  inhabitants  to  furnifh  the  fquadron  with 
neceffaries,  they  were  obliged  to  content  them- 
felves  with  what  they  could  procure  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  port, where  they  caught  breams, 
cavallies,  mullets,  foals,  fiddle-fifh,  fea-eggs  and 
lobfters  :  and  they  here  met  with  the.  torpedo, 
which  is  a  flat  fifth  like  a  thornback,  and  is  fo 
much  like  the  fiddle-fifh,  that  it  is  only  to  be 
diftinguifhed  from  it  by  a  brown  circular  fpot 
near  the  center  of  its  back  about  the  fize  of  a 
crown  piece. 

.Whoever  happens  to  touch  this  fifh,  feels  an 
inftantaneous  numbnefs  over  his  whole  body,  but 
more  particularly  affecting  that  limb  which  was 
in  immediate  contact  with  it.  Mr.Walter  fays  that 
he  had  a  confiderable  degree  of  numbnefs  con- 
veyed 
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vcyed  to  his  right  arm,  through  a  walking  cane, 
which  he  retted  on  the  body  of  the  fifli  for  a 
fhort  time  only  •,  and  he  has  no  doubt,  but  he 
fhould  have  been  much  more  fenfibly  affected, 
had  not  the  fifh  been  near  expiring  when  he 
made  the  experiment  ;  as  it  is  obfervable  that 
this  influence  acts  with  the  greateft  vigour  on 
the  fifh's  being  firft  taken  out  of  the  water,  and 
entirely  ceafes  as  foon  as  it  is  dead  •,  fo  that  it 
may  be  then  handled,  or  even  eaten,  without 
any  inconvenience. 

Mr.  Walter  adds,  that  the  numbnefs  of  his 
arm  did  not  go  off  on  a  iudden,  as  the  accounts 
of  fome  naturalifts  had  given  him  reafon  to  ex- 
pect, but  diminifhed  gradually,  fo  that  he  had 
fome  fenfation  of  it  remaining  till  the  next 
day. 

The  animals,  they  met  with  on  more  were 
chiefly  guanoes,  with  which  the  country  abounds, 
and  which  fome  people  eitcem  delicious  food. 

They  faw  no  other  beafts  of  prey,  except 
alligators,  kveral  of  which  were  difcovered,  but 
none  very  large  ;  but  they  were  convinced  that 
there  were  great  numbers  of  tigers  in  the  woods, 
though  none  of  them  appeared ;  for  they  e- 
very  morning  found  the  beach  near  the  water- 
ing place  imprinted  very  thick  with  their  foot- 
fteps. 

They  found  birds  in  fuffkient  plenty,  parti- 
cularly pheafants  of  different  kinds,  fome  of 
•which  were  very  large  :  but  they  were  dry  and 
taftelefs  eating  :  belldes  thefe,  they  had  variety 
of  fmaller  birds,  particularly  parrots,  which 
they  often  killed  for  food. 

"Whil^  they  were  in  this  harbour,  Lewis  Le- 
ger,  the  commodore's  cook,  wandering  into  the 
woods,  was  taken  prifoner  by  four  Indians,  who 
ftripped  him  naked,  and  in  that  condition,  con- 
ducted him  to  Acapulco,  where  he  was  expofed 
to  the  lcorching  heat  of  the  fun,  which  was  al- 
moft  intolerable* 

From  thence  he  was  carried  to  Mexico,  and 
from  Mexico  was  fent  to  Vera  Cruz,  from 
whence  he  was  fhipped  for  Old  Spain  j  but  the 
veflel  touching  at  Lifbon,  he  made  his  eicape  to 
the  houfe  of  the  Britifh  conful,  who  procured 
him  a  paflage  to  England,  where  he  brought 
the  firft  account  of  Mr.  Anfon's  fafety,  which 
for  fome  time  pail:  had  been  a  matter  of  doubt. 

Lcger,  being  a  Frenchman,  and  fufpecled  to 
be  a  catholic,  it  was,  at  firft  imagined,  that  he 
had  deierted,  with  a  view  of  betraying  all  he 
knew  to  the  enemy.  His  treatment  in  prifon  at 
Mexico,  was  very  fevere,  and  the  Spaniards 
gave  him  continual  proofs  of  the  hatred  they 
bear  all  thofe  who  feek  to  difturb  their  quiet  in 
the  South  Seas.  This  man  had  afterwards  the 
misfortune  to  be  killed  in  an  infignificant  quar- 
rel in  a  night-houfe  in  London. 

Though  the  enemy  never  appeared  in  view 
while  the  fquadron  lay  at  anchor,  yet  it  was  evi- 
dent from  different  clouds  offmoke,  that  large 
parties  of  them  were  encamped  in  the  woods, 
on  every  fide  of  the  harbour.  As  it  now  ap- 
peared that  they  had  not  more  hands  than  were 
neceffary  to  man  a  fourth  rate  man  of  war,  it 
was  refolved  to  fcuttle  and  deftroy  the  Tryal's 
Prize,  the  Carmelo,    and  the  Carmin,  and  to 


divide  their  crews,  and  the  richeft  pah  of  their 
cargoes,  between  the  Centurion  and  Gloucefter  \ 
which  was  done  accordingly  on  the  twenty-fe- 
venth  of  April  -,  and  the  next  morning  the  Cen- 
turion and  Gloucefter  weighed  anchor,  leaving 
behind  them  a  letter  corked  up  in  a  bottle,  and 
placed  in  a  canoe,  which  was  fixed  to  a  grapnel 
in  the  middle  of  the  harbour,  directed  to  Mr. 
Hughes,  and  acquainting  him  that  the  Commo- 
dore was  returned  to  his  ftation  off  Acapulco; 
that  he  intended  to  quit  it  in  a  few  days,  and  re- 
turn to  the  reft  of  his  fquadron,  which  continued 
cruizing  to  the  fouthward.  Thefe  laft  words 
were  inferted  to  deceive  the  Spaniards,  in  cafe 
the  canoe  fhould  fall  into  their  hands,  as  it  after- 
wards' happened  ;  with  regard  to  Mr.  Hughes, 
he  knew  that  Mr.  Anfon  had  no  fquadron  to 
join,  nor  any  intention  of  fteering  back  to  Peru; 
fo  that  it  could  have  no  effect  upon  him. 

As  their  views  in  the  American  leas  were  now 
at  an  end,  it  was  a  mortifying  circumftance  to 
be  detained  by  the  abfence  of  the  cutter,  in 
fearch  of  which  they  failed  towards  Acapulco, 
and  cruized  all  along  the  coaft  to  no  purpofc. 

On  Sunday  the  fecond  of  May,  they  were  ad- 
vanced within  three  leagues  of  Acapulco,  and 
finding  nothing  of  the  cutter,  Mr.  Anfon  took 
it  for  granted  that  it  was  taken,  and  carried  in- 
to Acapulco  ;  and  therefore  wrote  a  polite  letter 
to  the  governor,  requefting  him  to  deliver  up 
Mr.  Hughes  and  his  people  •,  and  in  return,  pro- 
mifing  to  releafe  all  the  Spanifh  prifoners  now 
in  his  hands,  fome  of  whom  were  people  of  fi- 
gure. This  letter  was  carried  by  a  Spanifh 
officer,  who  was  furnifhed  with  a  launch  belong- 
ing to  one  of  the  prizes,  and  a  crew  of  fix  other 
prifoners  :  who  gave  their  parole  for  their  re- 
turn. 

The  governor  5f  Acapulco  fent  a  polite  an- 
fwer  to  the  commodore's  letter,  and  two  boats 
loaded  with  refrefhments  and  provifions,  but  the 
boats  not  finding  the  fhips,  which  had  been 
driven  out  to  fea,  were  obliged  to  return,  after 
meeting  with  a  ftorm,  in  which  they  were  com- 
pelled to  throw  all  their  provifions  overboard. 

While  the  commodore  was  waiting  for  an  an- 
fwer  to  his  letter,  the  centihel  from  the  maft 
head,  called  out  that  he  faw  a  boat  under  fail,  at 
a  confiderable  diftance  to  the  foutheaft  •,  and  on 
their  nearer  approach,  they  found,  to  the  great 
joy,  that  it  was  their  own  cutter.  They  foon 
perceived  by  the  pale  and  meagre  countenances 
of  the  crew,  the  length  of  their  beards,  and  the 
feeble  tone  of  their  voices*  that  they  had  under- 
gone greater  hardfhips  than  they  would  have 
done  even  in  a  Spanifh  prifon. 

Thefe  poor  men  were  obliged  to  be  helped 
into  the  fhip,  where  they  were  immediately  put 
to  bed  ;  and  being  fupplied  with  food  from  the 
Commodore's  table,  and  otherwife  properly  ta- 
ken care  of,  they  foon  recovered  their  ftrength. 
It  appeared,  that  having  finifhed  their  cruize 
before  Acapulco,  they  plied  to  the  weftward, 
in  order  to  join  the  fquadron  ;  but  a  ftrong 
current  drove  them  to  the  eaftward,  till,  at 
length,  their  water  being  all  expended,  they  en- 
deavoured to  find  a  convenient  landing  place» 
where  they  might  get  a  fupply,  but  to  no  pur- 
pole 
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pofe,  there  being  fo  large  a  furf  for  eighty 
leagues,  that  there  was  not  the  leaft  poffibility 
of  their  landing. 

In  this  diftrefs,  they  had  no  other  method  of 
allaying  their  thirft,  than  catching  the  turtle, 
and  fucking  their  blood  :  but  when  they  began 
to  defpair  of  all  relief,  and  expected  to  perifh, 
there  fell  a  violent  fhower  of  rain,  the  water  of 
which  being  catched  in  their  fails,  fpread  hori- 
zontally, with  bullets  placed  in  the  center  to 
draw  them  to  a  point,  filled  all  their  cafks  ;  and 
immediately  upon  this  happy  fupply,  being 
favoured  by  a  ftrong  current,  they  joined  the 
commodore  in  fifty  hours,  after  an  able  nee  of 
forty-three  days. 


Mr.  Anfon  now  difcharged  his  prifoners,  be- 
ing fifty-feven  in  number,  whom  he  fumifhed 
with  two  launches,  well  equipped  with  molls, 
fails  and  oars,  and  flocked  with  provirons  for 
fourteen  days.  They  afterwards  learnt  that  the 
two  launches  arrived  in  fafety  at  Acapulco,  where 
they  extolled  the  humanity  with  which  they  had 
been  treated. 

On  the  fixth  of  May  the  Centurion  and  Glou- 
cefter, for  the  laft  time,  loll  fight  of  the  moun- 
tains of  Mexico,  being  bound  to  the  river  of 
Canton  in  China,  where  they  expected  to  mee: 
many  Englifh  fnips,  and  have  the  long-wifhed 
for  happinefs  of  enjoying  the  company  of  fome 
of  their  countrymen. 


CHAP. 


IV; 


The  Centurion  and  Gloucejier  much  damaged;  the  Gloucejler  burnt ;  they  anchor  at  Tinian  ;  a 
defer ipl 'ion  of  that  ifiland;  of  the  bread  fruit  and  its  other  prod-tfions  ;  the  Centurion  dri- 
ven out  tofea  i  tranfaclions  at  Tinian,  till  their  final  departure  from  thence. 


WHEN  they  left  the  coaft  of  America  on 
the  fixth  of  May  1742,  they  flood  over 
to  the  fouth  weft,  with  a  view  of  meet- 
ing with  a  north-eaft  trade  wind,  which  the  ac- 
counts of  former  writers  had  taught  them  to 
expe<5l  at  the  diftance  of  feventy  or  eighty  leagues 
from  the  land. 

It  was,  however,  the  middle  of  June,  before 
they  fell  in  with  the  trade  wind,  at  which  time 
they  had  been  feven  weeks  at  fea,  and  not  made 
above  one  third  of  their  run,  tho'  it  was  common 
to  make  the  whole  in  leis  than  two  months. 

On  the  twenty-fixth  of  July,  when  they  were 
about  three  hundred  leagues  from  the  Ladrones; 
the  wind  came  about  to  the  weft,  and  continu- 
ing in  that  point  four  days,  confiderably  retard- 
ed their  progrels  •,  and  a  few  days  after  this,  the 
Gloucefter  began  to  grow  more  crazy  than  ever. 
She  had  been  a  conftant  trouble  to  the  crew  of 
the  Centurion,  as  well  as  to  her  own  people,  ever 
fince  thty  left  Chequetan  •,  and  now  fhe  had 
feven  feet  water  in  her  hold,  befides  bringing 
her  fore-top-maft,  and  main-top-maft  by  the 
board  •,  it  blew  a  hurricane  from  the  weft,  and 
at  the  fame  time  the  Centurion  fprung  a  leak, 
which  iequired  all  the  attendance  both  of  officers 
and  men  to  cure,  fo  that  they  could  give  but 
little  affiftance  to  the  Gloucefter  :  but  Mr.  An- 
fon lent  his  boat  on  board  her,  which  foon  re- 
turned with  a  remonftrance  figned  by  captain 
Mitchel,  and  all  his  officers,  reprefenting  that 
the  leaks  in  the  fhip  were  irreparable  ;  that  they 
had  no  fpare  mails  to  fupply  the  place  of  thole 
that  were  deilroyed  ;  that  fhe  was  quite  decayed 
in  many  places  ;  that  her  crew  were  reduced  to 
ninety-five,  including  officers,  boys,  and  two 
prifoners  •,  and  that  out  of  thefe,  only  fixteen 
men  and  eleven  boys  were  able  to  keep  the  deck, 
and  even  they  were  in  but  indifferent  health  : 
that  their  ffefh  water  and  prcvifions  were  co- 
vered over,  by   the   fea  water  pouring  in  upon 


them  •,  fo  that  there  was  no  coming  at  refrefh- 
ment. 

On  this  reprefentation  the  commodore  fent  a 
boat  load  of  water  and  provifions  on  board  the 
Gloucefter,  and  defired  his  own  people  to  ex- 
amine into  the  affair ;  which,  as  they  reported 
not  to  be  at  all  exaggerated,  he  gave  orders 
that  captain  Mitchel  fhould  put  his  people  on 
board  the  Centurion,  as  expeditioufiy  as  poffi- 
ble :  which  was  immediately  performed,  and  it 
was  with  the  greateft  difficulty  that  the  prize 
money  which  the  Gloucefter  had  taken  in  the 
South  Seas  was  fecured  and  fent  on  board  the 
Centurion  •,  but  the  prize  goods  on  board  the 
Gloucefter,  which  amounted  to  feveral  thoufand 
pounds  value,  and  belonged  to  the  Centurion, 
were  forced  to  be  abandoned  ;  nor  could  any 
more  of  her  provifions  be  preferved,  than  five 
cafks  of  flour,  three  of  which  were  much  da- 
maged by  the  fait  water  ;  and  though  the  Glou- 
cefter's  fick  men,  amounting  to  feventy,  were 
put  on  board  the  Centurion  with  all  poffible 
tendernefs,  three  or  four  of  them  expired  as 
they  were  hoifting  them  up. 

The  Gloucefter  was  cleared  of  every  thing 
that  was  propofed  to  be  removed,  by  the  fif- 
teenth of  Auguft,  and  then  fet  on  fire,  but  fhe 
continued  burning  all  night,  the  flames  gaining 
upon  her  gradually,  and  her  guns  going  off 
one  by  one,  as  the  flames  reached  them  ;  till 
at  length,  about  fix  in  the  morning,  fhe  blew 
up  with  a  fmall  report,  and  a  black  pillar  of 
fmoke  arifing  from  the  blaft,  fhot  up  into  the 
air  to  a  very  confiderable  height. 

Thus  perifhed  the  Gloucefter  :  and  Mr.  An- 
fon was  reduced  to  one  fhip,  with  which  he 
hoped  to  have  better  fuccefs  than  he  had  hither- 
to met  with,  as  he  was  no  longer  clogged  with 
any  embarrafTments  that  might  contribute  to  his 
delay. 

As  it  was  now  calm,  the  carpenters  were  em- 
ployed 
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ployed  in  fearching  for  the  Centurion's  leak, 
which  was  at  length  difcovered  to  be  in  the  gun- 
ner's fore  ftore-ioom,  where  the  water  rufhed  in 
under  the  breaft-hook,  on  each  fide  of  the  item ; 
but  as  it  was  impolfible  to  ftop  it  effectually,  till 
they  could  get  on  the  outfide  of  the  (hip,  they 
patched  it  up  as  well  as  they  could,  and  reduced 
it  very  confiderably. 

On  the  twenty-third  of  Auguft,  at  day  break, 
they  had  the  pleafure  of  discovering  two  illands 
to  the  weftward,  and  the  next  morning  a  third  •, 
on  which  their  boat  was  difpatched  to  one  of 
them,  which  returned  in  the  evening,  with  an 
account  that  they  could  find  no  anchoring  ground 
for  fliips  ;  that  they  had  landed,  and  found  a- 
bundance  of  groves  of  cocoa-nut  trees  ;  but  they 
believed  that  the  place  produced  no  water,  and 
was  uninhabited. 

The  account  of  the  impoflibility  of  anchoring 
at  this  ifland,  occafioned  the  grcateft  dejection 
on  board  ;  for  the  fcurvy  had  attended  them  for 
three  months  paft,  making  prodigious  havock  : 
and  the  fatigue  of  the  officers  and  men,  who  la- 
boured hard  at  the  pump,  on  account  of  the 
leak,  became  almoft  infiipportable. 

They  now  ftood  from  Annatacan,  which  was 
the  name  of  the  ifland  to  which  the  men  had  been 
fent  to  examine  the  anchoring  ground  ;  hoping 
to  fall  in  with  lb  me  other  of  the  Ladrones,  bet- 
ter prepared  for  their  accommodation  :  but  as 
there  was  no  perlbn  on  board  who  had  any  know- 
ledge of  them,  they  were  to  truft  almoft  entirely 
to  chance  for  their  guidance. 

On  the  twenty-fixth  they  loft  fight  of  Anna- 
tacan, dreading  it  would  be  the  laft  land  they 
fhould  ever  fee  •,  but  the  next  morning  they  dif- 
covered three  other  iflands,  which  they  after- 
wards found  to  be  Sayan,  Tinian,  and  Aguigan, 
and  immediately  fteered  towards  the  middlemoft 
of  the  three,  which  was  Tinian,  hoifting  Spanifh 
colours,with  a  red  flag  at  the  fore-top-maft  head, 
in  hope  that  by  giving  their  fhip  the  appearance 
of  the  Manila  galleon,  they  might  decoy  fome  of 
the  inhabitants  on  board  them. 

Thus  prepared,  they  ftood  towards  land,  and 
difpatched  the  cutter  to  find  out  a  proper  birth 
for  the  fhip  •,  and  as  they  foon  faw  the  cutter  re- 
turning, with  a  proa  in  low,  they  fent  their  pin- 
nace to  receive  the  proa,  which  brought  her  on 
board,  with  four  Indians  and  a  Spaniard,  who 
had  miftaken  the  Centurion  for  the  Manila 
fhip. 

The  Spaniard  being  immediately  examined  as 
to  the  circumfb.nces  and  produce  of  Tinian  •,  his 
account  far  furpafled  their  moft  fanguine  hopes. 
He  faid  that  the  ifland- was  uninhabited,  notwith- 
standing which  it  wanted  but  few  of  the  accom- 
modations that  could  be  expected  in  the  moft 
cultivated  country.  That  the  air  was  good,  and 
there  was  plenty  of  excellent  water.  That  the 
woods  afforded  fweet  and  four  oranges,  limes, 
lemons,  and  cocca  nurs  in  great  abundance ; 
befides  a  fruit  peculiar  to  thefe  iflands,  which 
llrvecl  inftead  of  bread  ;  an  1  that  hogs,  poultry 
and  black  cattle  ran  w  ild  in  prodigious  numbers. 
That  the  Spaniards  at  Guam  made  ufeof  it  as  a 
itore  for  fupplying  the  garrifon,  of  which  he  was 
aferjeant,  and  was  now  fent  thither  with  twenty - 
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two  Indians  to  jerk  beef,  which  he  was  to  load 
for  Guam  on  board  a  bark  of  fifteen  tons,  which 
was  then  at  anchor  near  the  fhore. 

As  they  approached  the  ifland,  they  found  it 
had  more  the  air  of  a  magnificent  plantation, 
than  an  uninhabited  place  :  the  lofty  trees,  the 
verdant  lawns,  and  the  Hoping  hills,  were  fo  ele- 
gantly adapted  to  fet  off  each  other,  as  to  appear 
the  refult  of  the  moft  ingenious  contrivance. 

The  commodore  defirous  of  preventing  the 
governor  of  Guam  from  obtaining  intelligence  of 
his  arrival,  fent  his  pinnace  to  fecure  the  bark  to 
prevent  if  poflible  the  efcape  of  the  Indians,  and 
then  caft  anchor  in  twenty-two  fathom  ;  and  or- 
dered the  fhip  to  lie  by  for  that  night  with  her 
fails  furled  that  the  men  might  repole  themfelves, 
for  out  of  near  a  thcufand  hands  that  he  had 
brought  from  England,  he  could  mufter  only 
fevent\ -one,  who  were  capable  of  ftanding  to  a 
gun,  and  even  many  of  theie  were  incapable  cf 
duty  except  on  extraordinary  occafions. 

On  the  next  morning  a  party  of  men  well 
armed  were  fent  on  fhore  to  fecure  the  landing 
place,  which  was  done  without  difficulty,  as  the 
Indians  were  fled  into  the  woods. 

They  found  on  fhore  many  huts,  which  faved 
them  the  trouble  of  erecting  tents  ;  and  the  larg- 
eft  of  thefe  being  twenty  feet  long,  and  fifteen 
broad,  was  immediately  fitted  up  as  an  hofpital, 
to  which  they  removed  the  fick,  amounting  to 
one  hundred  and  twenty-eight. 

Many  of  thefe  were  fo  helplefs,  that  they  were 
obliged  to  be  carried  on  the  fhoulders  of  others 
from  the  boats  to  the  hofpital,  in  which  employ- 
ment Mr.  Anfon,  and  all  his  officers,  were  en- 
gaged, without  diftinction;  but  notwithstanding 
the  extreme  weaknefs  of  the  fick,  they  foon  re- 
covered, by  the  falutary  influence  of  the  land  air, 
and  the  products  of  the  ifland,  fo  happily  adapt- 
ed to  the  cure  of  the  fcurvy. 

Tinian  lies  in  fifteen  degrees  eight  minutes 
north  latitude,  it  is  about  twelve  miles  long,  and 
fix  broad,  and  is  one  of  the  Ladrone  iflands, 
which,  altogether,  are  upwards  of  twenty  in 
number. 

The  foil  is  every  where  dry  and  healthy  ;  the 
land  rifes  in  gentle  flopes  to  the  middle  of  the 
ifland,  though  the  general  courfe  of  its  afcent  is 
often  interrupted  by  vallies  of  an  eafy  defcent, 
many  of  which  wind  irregularly  thro'  the  country. 
Thefe  vallies  and  the  gradual  fwellings  of  the 
ground,  occafioned  by  their  different  combinati- 
ons,were  moft  elegantly  diverfified  by  the  mutual 
encroachments  of  woods  and  lawns,  which  bor- 
dered on  each  other,"  and  ran  in  large  tracts  thro' 
the  ifland. 

The  woods  are  compofed  of  tall,  fpreading 
trees,  remarkable  either  for  their  beauty  or  their 
fruit,  while  the  lawns  are  ufually  of  a  considera- 
ble breadth,  the  turf  of  which  is  quite  clean  and 
uniform,  compofed  of  a  very  fine  trefoil,  inter- 
mixed with  a  variety  of  flowers.  - 

The  woods  are  in  many  places  open  and  free 
from  all  bufhes  and  underwood,  and  the  neat- 
nefs  of  the  adjacent  turf  is  frequently  extended 
to  a  considerable  diftance  under  the  hollow  fhade 
formed  by  the  trees. 

Hence  arifes  a  great  number  of  the  moft  ele- 
gant 
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gant  profpecls,  according  to  the  different  blsnd- 
ihgs  of  the  woods  and  lawns,  and  their  various 
interferons  with  each  other,  as  they  fpread 
themfelves  thro'  the  vallies,  and  over  the  Hopes 
an  1  declivities  with  which  the  place  abounds. 

The  cattle,  of  which  it  is  not  uncommon  to 
fee  herds  of  feveral  hundreds  feeding  together 
in  a  large  meadow,  are  all  of  them  milk  white, 
except  their  ears,  which  are  generally  brown  or 
Hack  •,  ana  though  there  are  no  inhabitants,  yet 
the  clamour  and  frequent  appearance  of  dome- 
flic  poultry,  which  range  the  woods  in  great 
numbers,  perpetually  excites  the  idea  of  the 
neighbourhood  of  farms  and  villages,  and  great- 
ly cc  ^tributes  to  the  chearfulnefs  and  beauty  of 
the  place. 

'j  he  number  of  cattl  on  the  iflarrd  were  fup- 
pofed  to  be  at  leafl  ten  thoufand;  and  the  fail- 
ors  had  no  difficulty  of  coming  at  them,  as  they 
were  not  at  all  my.  The  firft  method  of  taking 
them  was  by  fhooting  ;  but,  afterwards,  when 
they  found  it  neceffary  to  hufband  their  ammu- 
nition, the  men  ran  them  down  with  eafe.  The 
fiefh,  which  was  extremely  good,  they  thought 
more  eafy  of  digeftion,  than  any  they  had  ever 
tailed.  The  fowls  were  like  wife  very  good,  and 
were  run  down  with  little  trouble,  for  they  could 
fcarce  fly  farther  than  an  hundred  yards  at  a 
time,  and  even  that  fatigued  them  to  fuch  a  de- 
gree that  they  could  not  eafily  rife  again;  fo  that 
thro'  the  opennefs  of  the  woods,  they  could  at 
all  times  furnifh  themfelves  with  what  number 
they  wanted. 

They  likewife  found  abundance  of  wild  hogs, 
which  were  excellent  food  ;  but  as  they  were  a 
very  fierce  animal,  it  was  neceffary  to  fhoot  them, 
or  hunt  them  with  large  dogs,  which  they  found 
upon  the  place  at  their  landing,  and  which  be- 
longed to  the  detachment  lent  to  procure  provi- 
fions  for  the  garrifon  at  Guam.  As  thei'e  dogs 
had  been  trained  to  the  killing  of  the  wild  hogs, 
they  readily  followed  the  Jailors,  and  hunted  for 
them:  but  tho'  they  were  a  large  bold  breed, 
the  hogs  fought  with  fo  much  fury,  that  by  de- 
grees they  deftroyed  the  greatefl  part  of  them. 

The. bread-fruit  above-mentioned,  which  the 
Indians  call  Rhyrnay,  was  conftantly  eaten  by 
the  Centurion's  people  inllead  cf  bread,  and  fo 
univerfaliy  preferred  to  it,  that  none  of  the  fhip's 
bread  was  expended  during  their  flay  en  the 
ill  and. 

It  grows  on  a  lofty  tree,  which  towards  the 
top  divides  into  large  and  fpreading  branches  : 
the  leaves  are  of  a  deep  green,  notched  about 
the  edaes,  and  from  afoot  to  eighteen  inches  in 
length.  The  fruit  which  is  found  indifferently 
on  all  parts  jof  the  branches,  is  in  form  nearly 
oval,  is  cove  red  with  a  rough  rind,  is  generally 
feyen  or  eight  inches  long,  and  each  of  them 
grows  hngly,  and  not  in  chillers. 

This  fruit  is  fitteft  to  be  uled  when  it  is  full 
grown,  but  flill  green,  when  being  roafled  in  the 
embers,  it  has  a  diftant  lefernblance  of  the  taite 
of  an  artichoke's  bottom,  like  which  alio  it  is  foft 
and  ipungy.  As  it  ripens,  it  becomes  fofter-,  and 
ol  a  yellow  colour,  when  it  has  a  lofcious  tafte, 
and  agreeal  I,  like  a  ripe- peach  ;  but  it  is 

then  efteemed  unv.hpllomc,    and  is  laid  10  pro- 
ciuce.  fluxes. 


Befdes  the  fruits  already  mentioned, the  ifland 
alio  produces  fcurvy-grafs,  forrel,  mint,  dande- 
lion, creeping  purflain,  and  water  melons,  all 
which  the  people  eagerly  devoured,  as  powerful 
remedies  againfl  the  fcurvy,  under  which  they 
had  fo  long-  laboured. 

Near  the  center  of  the  ifland,  are  two  large 
pieces  of  frefh  water,  which  abounded  in  duck, 
teal  and  curlew  •,  and  they  found  the  whiflling 
plover  in  great  plenty. 

This  ifland  was  formerly  well  peopled,  but  a 
contagious  ficknefs,  having  about  fifty  years  be- 
fore Mr.  Anion's  arrival,  ivvept  away  almoft  all 
the  inhabitants  of  Guam,  Rota  and  Tinian,  the 
Spaniards  compelled  the  iurvivors  on  the  twolaft 
iflands,  to  remove  to  Guam,  where  theylanguifh- 
ed  after  their  native  ifland,  till  in  a  few  years  the 
greatefl  part  of  them  died  of  grief. 

In  many  parts  of  Tinian  are  found  ruins  of  a 
remarkable  kind,  which  generally  confifl  of  two 
rows  of  pyramidical  pillars,  the  height  of  which 
is  thirteen  feet,  and  their  bafe  five  feet  fquare  : 
on  the  top  of  each  pillar  is  a  femi-globe,with  the 
flat  furface  upwards  •,  both  the  pillars  and  femi- 
globe  are  folid,  and  compofed  of  fand  and  flone 
cemented  together,  and  plaiflered  over  :  the  rows 
of  pillars  are  about  feven  feet  diflance  from  each 
other,  and  each  pillar  flands  about  fix  feet  from 
the  next.  Thefe,  according  to  the  report  of 
the  Indian  prifoners,  are  the  foundations  of 
buildings,  formerly  fet  a  part  for  religious  pur- 
pofes. 

The  greatefl  inconvenience  attending  thofe 
who  refide  on  this  ifland,  arifes  from  the  num- 
bers of  molkitos,  and  other  fmall  flies,  which 
are  very  troublefome,  particularly  a  tick,  which 
darting  its  head  under  the  fkin,  raifes  a  very 
painful  inflammation.  There  are  alfo  fcorpions 
and  centipedes,  which  Mr.  Anion's  people  ima- 
gined were  venemous,  though  they  received  no . 
injury  from  them.  But  the  greatefl  exception  to 
this  place  is  the  inconvenience  of  the  road,  and 
the  little  fecurity  there  is  in  fome  feafons  for  a 
fhip  at  anchor. 

The  only  proper  anchoring  place  is  at  the 
fouth  weft  end  of  the  ifland,  oppofite  to  a  fandy 
bay,  about  a  mile  and  a  half  diflance  from  the 
fhore  •,  but  even  this  is  unlafe,  from  the  middle 
of  June  to  the  middh  of  Oclober,  which  is  the 
feafon  of  the  weftern  monfoons  ■,  and  what  in- 
creases the  danger,  is  the  great  rapidity  of  the 
tide  of  flood,  which  fets  to  the   fouth  eaft,  be- 


tween this  ifland  and  Aguigan 


but  during  the 


remaining  eight  months  of  the  year,  the  weather 
is  fo  fettled,  that  if  the  cables  are  well  armed, 
there  is  fcarcely  any  danger. 

While  they  were  removing  their  flck  on  fhore, 
four  of  the  Indians  on  the  ifland  came  and  fur- 
rendered  themfelves,  fo  that  Mr.  Anfon  had  now 
eight  in  his  cuflody.     One   of  thefe   offered  to 
fhew  the  moll  convenient  places   for  killing  cat- 
tle •,    and  two  of  the  failors  were  ordered  to  at- 
tend him  on  that  fervice  ;  but  one  of  them  mill- 
ing the  Indian  with  his  firelock    and  piflol,  he 
ran  away  with  them   into   the  woods.     The  o- 
!   ther  Indians  apprehending  they  fhould  fuffer  for 
this  behaviour  of  their  countryman,  defired  leave 
j  to  fend  one  of  their  own  party  into  the  country, 
I  "i        who 
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who  they  engaged  fhould  both  bring  back  the 
arms,  and  perfuade  the  whole  detachment  from 
Guam  to  iubmit. 

This  requeft  being  granted,  one  of  them  was 
difpatched,  who  returned  the  nrxt  day  with  the 
firelock  and  piftol,  which  he  laid  he  had  found 
in  the  wood  •,  and  declared  he  had  not  been  able 
to  find  any  of  his  countrymen  :  but  this  report 
had  lb  little  the  air  of  truth,  that  it  occalioned  a 
fufpicion  that  fome  treachery  was  carrying  on, 
whereupon  the  commodore  ordered  the  other  In- 
dians on  board  thefhip,  and  did  not  permit  them 
to  go  on  lhore  any  more. 

On  the  night  of  the  twenty-fecond  of  Septem- 
ber, when  it  was  excefiive  dark,  the  wind  blew 
from  the  eaftward  with  fuch  fury  that  thole  on 
board  defpaired  of  riding  out  the  ftorm. 

At  this  time  Mr.  Anion,  who  was  ill  of  the 
fcurvy,  and  molt  of  the  hands  were  on  more,  and 
all  their  hopes  of  fafety  feemed  to  depend  en 
putting  immediately  to  fea.  All  communica- 
tion between  the  iliip  and  the  ifland  was  deftroy- 
ed  ;  for  it  was  imporiible  a  boat  could  live.  The 
fea  now  broke  in  a  furprifing  manner  all  round 
the  fhip,  by  which  the  long  boat,  which  was 
moored  aftern,  was  tofTed  lb  high,  that  it  broke 
the  tranfome  of  the  commodore's  gallery,  whole 
cabin  was  on  the  quarter  deck,  and  the  violence 
of  the  ftroke  mattered  the  boat  all  to  pieces, 
yet  the  boat-keeper  was  laved,  tho'  extremely 
bruited. 

At  length  the  tide  flackened,  but  the  wind  not 
abating,  their  cables  broke,  and  being  in  the  ut- 
moft  danger,  they  fired  guns,  and  ihewed  lights, 
as  fignals  of  diftrefs. 

About  one  o'clock  aftrong  guft,  attended  with 
rain  and  lightning,  drove  them  out  to  lea,  where, 
being  unprepared  to  ftruggle  with  the  fury  of 
the  winds  and  waves,  they  expected  each  moment 
to  be  their  lafl.  The  ftorm  which  drove  the  fhip 
to  fea,  blew  with  too  much  violence  to  permit 
the  people  on  flioie  to  hear  the  guns  which  were 
fired  as  fignals  of  diftrefs,  and  the  frequent  glare 
of  the  lightning  had  prevented  the  explofions 
from  being  oblerved  ;  fo  that,  when  at  day 
break,  it  was  perceived  from  the  fhore  that  the 
fhip  was  mining,  they  concluded  that  fhe  was 
loft,  and  moft  of  them  begged  the  commodore 
to  fend  the  boat  round  the  illand  to  look  for  the 
wreck. 

There  were,  however,  a  few  among  them  who 
imagined  fhe  might  be  lafe,  but  they  had  hardly 
any  expectation  of  her  ever  being  able  to  return  : 
in  either  of  which  cafes,  they  thought  they  were 
in  a  moft  dreadful  fituation,  as  they  looked  on 
themfelves  as  prifoners  for  life  on  the  ifland,  cut 
off  from  all  intercourfc  with  their  country,  their 
families,  and  their  friends. 

In  the  midft  of  their  gloomy  reflections,  the 
commodore  formed  a  plan  for  extricating  them 
from  their  prefent  fituation  ;  which  was  by  haul- 
ing the  Spanifh  bark  on  fhore,  fawing  her  afun- 
der,  and  lengthening  her  twelve  feet  ;  which 
would  enlarge  her  to  near  forty  tens  burden, 
and  enable  her  to  carry  -them  ait  to  China.  The 
fecple  being  at  length  fatisfied  that  the  Centu- 
rion would,  at  all  events,  never  be  able  to  re- 
gain the  iliand,  begc  n  to  apply   themfelves   to 


their  different  talks  with  the  utmoft  eagernefs  and 
induftry, afTembling  at  their  rendezvous  by  break 
of  day,  and  working  till  night  with  the  utmoft 
vigour. 

An  exi*aordinary  incident  happened  about 
this  time.  Mr.  Anion,  and  fome  of  his  officers, 
were  on  a  tour  thro'  the  ifland  :  and  being  on  a 
riling  ground,  oblerved  in  the  valley  beneath 
them,  a  thicket  which  had  a  progreflive  motion. 
Tho'  they  were  at  firft  fomewhat  furprized,  they 
foon  perceived  it  was  nothing  more  than  fome 
large  cocoa-bufhes,  dragged  along  by  pcrfons 
who  were  beneath  them.  They  at  once  conclud- 
ed that  thefe  were  of  the  party  they  had  found 
there  at  their  arrival  •,  and  therefore  Mr.  Anfon 
and  his  people  hurried  after  them  in  hopes  of 
difcovering  their  retreat :  when  the  Indians  find- 
ing they  were  difcovered,  ran  away  with  the  ut- 
moft expedition  ;  but  the  commodore  was  fo 
near  as  not  to  lofe  fight  of  them  till  they  reach- 
ed their  cell,  which  he  and  his  officers  entering, 
found  there  was  a  paffage  through  it,  which  led 
down  a  precirice,  and  which  had  been  contrived 
for  the  conveniency  of  flight.  They  here  met 
with  an  old  firelock  or  two,  but  no  other 
arms. 

There  were  however  a  large  quantity  of  pro- 
vifions,  particularly  lalted  fpare-ribs  of  pork, 
which  were  excellent  ;  and  from  what  they  law, 
they  concluded  that  the  extraordinary  appetite 
which  they  had  acquired  at  this  ifland,  was  not 
confined  to  themfelves  •,  for  it  being  about  noon, 
the  Indians,  confidering  their  number,  had  laid 
out  a  very  plentiful  repaft,  and  had  their  bread 
fruit  and  cocoa-nuts  prepared  for  eating,  in  fuch 
a  manner,  as  feemed  to  indicate  that  a  good  meal 
was  neither  an  uncommon,  nor  a  difregarded  ar- 
ticle with  them. 

The  commodore  having;  fearched  in  vain  for 
the  path  by  which  the  Indians  had  eicaped,  he 
and  his  people  fat  down  to  the  dinner,  thus  hap- 
pily fuited  to  their  hunger. 

It  was  no  fmall  degree  of  difficulty  that  at- 
tended the  lengthening  of  the  bark,  many  of 
the  materials  being  wanting,  and  fome  of  the 
tools  were  to  be  made.  And  when  fhe  fhould 
be  compleated,  they  were  to  rig,  victual  and  na- 
vigate her  for  fix  or  feven  hundred  leagues,  thro' 
unknown  feas,  where  not  one  of  the  company 
had  ever  been  before.  But  their  hopes  were  kept 
up  by  feveral  extraordinary  and  unexpected  acci- 
dents. 

The  carpenters  of  the  Gloucefter  and  Tryal 
were  both  on  inore  with  their  cheft  of  tools  ; 
the  fmith  alio  was  on  fhore,  with  his  forge,  and 
feveral  of  his  tools,  but  his  bellows  were  on  board 
the  fhip  ;  wherefore  they  firft  of  all  refolved  to 
make  him  a  pair  of  bellows  •,  but  where  for  fome 
time  at  a  lofs  for  want  of  leather  ;  but  having 
plenty  of  hide,,  and  finding  a  hogfhead  of  lime, 
which  belonged  to  the  Indians  or  Spaniards,  they 
tanned  a  few  hides  with  it,  and  making  a  gun- 
barrel  ferve  for  a  pipe,  the  bellows  anfwered  the 
intention  tolerably  well. 

While  the  fmith  was  preparing  the  iron  work, 
others  were  employed  in  cutting  down  trees, 
and  fawing  them  into  planks,  and  this  being 
the  hardeft  work,  the  commodore,  for  the  en- 
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couragement  of  his  people  employed  himfelf  in 
it.  A  new  difficulty  now  arofe  from  their  being 
neither  blocks  nor  cordage  for  hauling  the  bark 
on  fhore;  but  their  place  was  fupplied  by  making 
rollers  of  the  body  of  the  cocoa-nut  tree,  which, 
from  its  roundnefs  and  fmoothnefs,  was  well  a- 
dapted  to  the  purpofe. 

In  the  mean  time  a  dry  dock  was  dug  to  re- 
ceive the  bark,  and  ways  were  laid  from  thence 
quite  into  the  fea,  to  facilitate  the  bringing  her 
up.  A  party  was  ordered  conftantlv  to  kill  and 
provide  provifions  for  the  company,  and  as  there 
was  neither  wine  nor  brandy  on  fhore,  the  juice  of 
the  cocoa-nut  was  their  conftant  drink  ;  which 
keeping  the  men  temperate  and  orderly,  all  their 
preparations  advanced  apace. 

It  was  now  found  on  examination,  that  the 
tents  on  fliore,  with  the  fails  and  rigging  belong- 
ing to  the  bark,  and  the  fpare  cordage  which  had 
been  accidentally  landed  from  the  Centurion, 
would  be  fufficient  to  new  rig  the  vefiel  ;  the 
bottom  of  which  they  propofed  to  pay  with  a 
mixture  of  tallow  and  lime, 

They  were  generally  perplexed  about  procur- 
ing a  ftock  of  provifions,  as  they  had  neither 
grain  nor  bread  of  any  kind  on  fliore,  and  the 
bread  fruit  would  not  keep  at  fea  :  and  tho'  they 
had  plenty  of  live  cattle,  they  had  hardly  any 
fait. 

They  had  however  preferved  a  fmall  quantity 
of  the  jerked  beef  which  they  found  on  the ifland 
at  their  landing,  which  they  determined  to  pro- 
long by  carrying  as  many  cocoa-nuts  as  poffible, 
and  by  ufing  it  very  fparingly ;  and  to  fupply 
the  place  of  bread  by  rice,  which  they  intended 
to  obtain  by  force  at  the  ifland  of  Rota,  where 
the  Spaniards  had  large  plantations  of  it  ;  but 
this  lchenie  they  were  obliged  to  give  up  all 
thoughts  of,  for  on  examining  their  ftock  of  am- 
munition, ir  appeared  that  their  powder  did  not 
amount  to  a  fingle  charge  for  each  of  the  com- 

Pan>'- 

But  a  moil  dilcourasing  circumftance  now  oc- 

cured,  which  was  that  they  had  neither  compafs 
nor  quadrant  on  the  ifland,  At  length,  on  rum- 
maging a  cheft  belonging  to  the  Spanifh  bark, 
they  found  a  fmall  compafs,  which  tho'  not  much 
Superior  to  thcfe  made  for  tat  amukment  of 
fchool-boys,  was  to  them  of  the  utmoft  value  ■, 
and  a  quadrant  was  accidentally  found  on  the 
fea  fhore,  which  had  been  thrown  over- board  a- 
mong  other  lumber  belonging  to  the  dead  :  this 
was  eagerly  ieized,  but  it  i  nluckily  wanted  vones, 
and  was  therefore  entirely  ufelefs  ;  however,  for- 
tune ftill  continuing  favourable,  it  was  not  long 
before  a  perfon  pulling  out  the  drawer  of  an  old 
table  which  had  been  driven  on  fhore,  found  fome 
vanes  in  it,  which  fitted  the  quadrant  very  well; 
and  being  examined  by  the  known  latkude  of  the 
place,  was  found  to  anfwer  to  a  fufficient  degree 
of  exactnefs. 

When  thefe  feveral  obftacles  were  removed, 
and  all  things  were  fo  forward  that  they  had  fix- 
ed on  the  fifth  of  November  as  the  day  on  which 
they  intended  to  put  to  lea  :  it  happened  on  the 
afternoon  of  the  eleventh  of  October,  that  one  of 


the  Gloucefter's  men  being  upon  a  hill,    lav  the 

Centurion  at  a  diftance  ;  who  running  with 
utmoft    fpeed   towards    the    landing   place,   he,  . 
in  the  way,  faw  fome  of  his  comrades,  to  whom 
he  cried  out  in   great  exafy,     "  The  fhip,  the  • 
fhip  !" 

This  being  heard  by  Mr.  Gordan,  a  lieutenant 
of  marines,  who  from  the  fellow's  tranfport,  was 
convinced  that  his  report  was  true,  he  ran  to  the 
place  where  the  commodore  and  his  men  was  at 
work,  with  the  happy  news  ;  whereupon  Mr. 
Anfon  threw  down  his  axe  in  a  iranfport  of  joy, 
and  they  all  ran  to  the  fea  fide  to  feaft  their  eyes 
with  a  fight  for  which  they  fo  much  longed,  but 
never  more  expected.  By  five"o'clock  the  fhip 
was  vifible  to  them  all,  after  an  abfence  of  nine- 
teen days  ;  and  a  boat  was  fent  off  with  eighteen 
men,  to  reinforce  her,  and  with  frefh  meats  and 
fruit  for  the  refreshment  of  the  crew  :  fhe  the 
next  afternoon  caft  anchor  in  the  road,  where  the 
commodore  went  on  board  her,  and  was  received 
with  the  heartieft  and  fincereft  congratulations. 

The  Centurion  being  thus  happily  got  back 
to  the  ifland,  the  commodore  refolved  to  ftay  no 
longer  than  was  neceflary  to  compleat  his  ftock 
of  water,  and  the  long  boat  being  ftaved,  on  the 
night  they  were  driven  out  to  fea,  as  before  men- 
tioned, they  were  obliged  to  make  ufe  of  rafts, 
which  as  the  tide  ran  prodigioufly  ftrong,  occa- 
fioned  frequent  delays,  and  more  than  once  they' 
loft  the  whole  raft  :  nor  was  this  their  only  mif- 
fortune,  for  on  the  fourteenth  of  October,  being 
the  third  day  after  their  arrival,  a  fudden  guft  of 
wind  drove  the  fhip  out  to  fea  a  fecond  time  ; 
but  in  about  five  days  time,  the  weather  being 
fair,  they  returned  again  to  anchor,  and  relieved 
thole  they  had  left  behind  them  from  their  fe- 
cond fears  of  being  deferted  by  their  fhip. 

On  their  arrival  it  appeared  that  the  Spanifh 
bark  had  undergone  a  new  metamorphofis  ;  for 
the  people  on  fhore  having  defpaired  of  the  fhip's 
return,  had  determined  to  join  the  bark  again, 
and  reftore  her  to  her  firft  ftate,  and  they  had 
made  fuchprogrefs,  that  they  would  foon  have 
finifhed  her,  had  not  the  Centurion's  return  put 
a  period  to  their  labours. 

On  their  coming  to  an  anchor  after  their  fe- 
cond driving  off  to  fea,  they  laboured  inceflantly 
to  get  in  a  ftock  of  water  fufficient  for  their  paf- 
iage  to  Macao,  which  having  compleated  by  the 
twentieth  of  October,  they  the  next  day  fent  one 
of  each  mefs  on  fhore,  to  gather  as  large  a  quan- 
tity of  oranges,  lemons,  cocoa-nuts,  and  other 
fruits  as  they  poflibly  could  for  the  ufe  of  them- 
felves  and  their  mefTmates  when  at  fea  :  and  thefe 
returning  on  the  evening  of  the  fame  day.,  they 
let  fire  to  the  bark  and  proa,  hoifted  in  their 
boats,  and  got  under  fail,  fleering  away  towards 
the  fouth  end  of  the  ifland  of  Macao,  and  taking 
a  final  leave  of  Tinian  :  "  An  ifland  (fays  Mr. 
Walter)  which,  whether  we  confider  the  excel- 
lence of  its  productions,  the  beauty  of  its  appear- 
ance, the  elegance  of  its  woods  and  lawns,  the 
healthinefs  of  its  air,  or  the  adventures  it  gave  rife 
to,  may  in  all  thefe  views  be  juftly  ftiled  roman- 
tic." 

CHAP. 
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A  Defcription  of  (he  Ladrone  ijlands  ;  the  flying  proa  defcribcd ;  the  Centurion  fails  to  Macao- 
Mr.  Anforis  proceedings  there ;  he  takes  the  Manila  Galleon  ;  his  tranfaclions  in  the  river 
of  Canton  ;  a  dreadjul  fire  extinguijloed  by  the  Englijh  failors  ;  Mr.  Ahfon  fais  from  China, 
and  arrives  fafely  at  Spithead. 


HAVING  juft  left  Tinian,  which  is  one  of 
the  Ladrone  iflands,  it  may  not  be  im- 
proper to  give  a  fhort  account  of  them. 
The  Ladrones,  or  Marian  iflands,  were  firft  dif- 
covered  by  Magellan  in  the  year  152  1,  and  from 
the  account  given  of  the  two  firft  he  fell  in  with, 
it  fhould  feem  that  there  were  thole  of  Saypan 
and  Tinian,  for  they  are  delcribed  as  very  beau- 
tiful iflands,  and  as  lying  between  fifteen  and 
fixteen  degrees  of  north  latitude,  which  agrees 
with  the  fituation  and  appearance  of  thefe  iflands, 
the  Spaniards  having  given  Tinian  the  name  of 
Buen.a  Vifta  from  its  pleafing  appearance  ;  and 
Saypan,  which  lies  in  fifteen  degrees  twenty-two 
minute  north  latitude,  affords, when  it  is  viewed 
from  the  fea,  an  agreeable  proipecT:. 

There  are  generally  reckoned  twelve  of  thefe 
iflanus  •,  but  if  the  fmall  iflets  and  .rocks  are 
counted,  their  whole  number  will  amount  to  a- 
bove  twenty.  They  were  formerly  moft  of  them 
well  inhabited,  cnd  about  the  beginning  of  the 
pr^ent  century,  Guam,  Rota  and  Tinian,  are 
laid  to  have  contained  above  fifty  thoufand  peo- 
ple ;  but  fince  that  time  Tinian  hath  been  en- 
tirely depopulated,  and  no  more  than  two  or 
three  hundred  Indians  have  been  left  at  Rota,  to 
cultivate  rice  for  the  ifland  of  Guam,  which  is  a 
fettlement  for  the  Spaniards,  where  they  keep  a 
governor  and  garrifon,  and  where  the  Manila 
galleon  generally  touches  for  refrefhment,  in 
her  paiTage  from  Acapulco  to  the  Phillipine 
iflands. 

Guam  is  efteemed  to  be  about  thirty  leagues 
in  circumference,  and  contains  near  four  thou- 
fand inhabitants,  of  which  a  thoufand  are  fup- 
poled  to  live  in  the  city  of  San  Ignatio  de  Agana, 
where  the  governor  ufually  refides,  and  where 
the  houfes  are  built  with  ftone  and  timber,  and 
covered  with  tiles,which  is  very  unuiual  in  thefe 
warm  climates.  As  Guam,  on  account  of  the 
refrefhment  it  yields  to  the  Manila  fhip,  is  reck- 
oned a  poft  of  fome  confequence,  it  has  two  cat- 
ties, and  a  battery  of  five  pieces  of  cannon  near 
the  fea  fhore. 

The  Spanifh  troops  employed  at  this  ifland, 
confilt  of  three  companies  of  foot,  of  between 
forty  and  fifty  men  each  ;  and  this  is  the  princi- 
pal icrength  the  governor  has  to  depend  on  }  for 
he  is  generally  upon  ill  terms  with  the  Indian 
inhabitants,  and  fo  apprehenfive  of  them,  that 
he  has  debarred  them  the  ufe  both  of  fire  arms 
and  lances. 

Though  the  reft  of  the  iflands  are  uninha- 
bited, yet  they  abound  with  many  kinds  of  pro- 
vifion  i  but  there  is  not  a  good  harbour  or  road 
among  them  all  ;  inibmuch  that   it    is  not   un- 
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common  for  the  Manila  fliip,  tho'  flie  is  to  ftay 
but  twenty-two  hours  at  Guam,  to  be  forced  out 
to  fea,  and  to  leave  her  boat  behind  her  :  an  in- 
convenience which  is  fo  feverely  felt  by  the  com- 
merce at  Manila^  that  it  is  always  recommended 
to  the  governor  of  Guam,  to  ufe  his  beft  endea- 
vours for  the  difcovery  of  fome  fecure  port  in 
the  neighbouring  ocean. 

Thele  Indians  are  a  ftrong,  bold,  well  made 
people,  and  from  fome  of  their  practices,  parti- 
cularly the  contrivance  of  the  flying  proa,  feem 
to  be  no  ways  defective  in  underftanding.  Thefe 
flying  proas,  which  for  ages  paft  have°been  the 
only  veflels  they  have  ufed,  are  of  a  very  extra- 
ordinary fabric,  and  are  faid  with  the  help  of  a 
trade  wind,  to  be  capable  of  running  near  twenty 
miles  in  an  hour. 

The  head  and  ftern  of  this  vefiel  are  exactly 
alike,  but  her  two  fides  are  widely  different.  That 
intended  to  be  always  the  lee  fide  being  flat, 
whilft  the  windward  fide  is  built  rounding&in  the 
manner  of  other  veflels  :  and  to  prevent  her  o- 
verletting,  which  from  her  fmall  breadth,  and  the 
ftrait  run  of  her  leeward  fide  would  otherwife 
infallibly  happen,  there  is  a  frame  laid  out  from 
her  to  the  windward,  to  the  end  of  which  is  fas- 
tened a  hollow  log,  fafhioned  into  the  fhape  of  a 
boat.  The  weight  of  the  frame  is  intended  to 
ballance  the  proa,  and  the  fmall  boat,  which  is 
always  in  the  water,  is  to  prevent  her  overfettino- 
to  the  windward. 

The  body  of  the  proa  is  formed  of  two  pieces 
joined  end-ways,  and  lewed  together  with  bark, 
lor  there  is  no  iron  ufed  in  her  cenftruction.  She 
is  about  two  inches  thick  at  the  bottom,  which 
at  the  gunwhale  is  reduced  to  lefs  than  one. 

The  proa  ufually  carries  fix  or  feven  Indians  ;' 
two  of  which  are  phced  in  the  head  and  ftern] 
who  fleer  the  veflel  alternately  with  a  paddle,  ac- 
cording to  the  tack  fhe  goes  on  ;  he  in  the  ftern 
being  the  fleerfman  ;  while  the  other  Indians 
are  employed  either  in  baling  out  the  water 
which  fhe  accidentally  fhips,  or  in  fettino-  and 
trimming  the  fail. 

From  the  defcription  of  thefe  veflels,  it  is 
fuffkiently  obvious,  how  excellently  they  are 
adapted  for  ranging  the  Ladrone  iflands,  which, 
being  fituated  nearly  north  and  fouth  of  each 
other,  and  lying  within  the  limits  of  the  trade 
wind,  the  proas,  by  failing  moft  excellently  on  a 
wind,  and  with  either  end  foremoft,  can  run  from 
one  ifland  to  another,  and  back  again,  only  by 
fhirting  the  fail,  without  ever  putting  about ; 
and  by  the  flatnefs  of  their  lee  fide,  and  their 
imall  breadth,  they  are  capable  of  lying  much 
nearer   the  wind  than  any  other  veffel  hitherto 

known; 
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known  :  and  have  befides,  the  advantage  of 
running  wich  a  velocity  nearly  as  great,  and 
perhaps  fome times  greater,  than  what  the  wind 
blows  with. 

On  the  twenty-firft  of  October  in  the  evening, 
the  Centurion  having  left  the  idand  of  Tinian, 
as  readily  mentioned,  and  the  eaitern  monioon   | 
being  fettled,  we  generally  run  from  forty  to 
fifty  leagues  a  day. 

Having  doubled  the   fouthern  extremity  of 
Formofa,    as  they  were  paffing  by  the  rockj  of  , 
Veh   Rete,  there   was  an  outcry   of  fire  on  the   j 
fore-caftle,  on  which    the   whole  crew  irllantly   j 
flocked  together   in   the  utmofl  confulion  ;     fo   j 
that   the  officers  were   for  fome  time  arable  to 
reduce  the  people   to   order:  wh.ch,  however, 
being   at  length   effected,  it  was  perceived  that 
th      fire    proceeded    from    the    bricks   in   the 
furnace    being     over-heated,    which  had   on- 
municated  the  fire  to  the  adjacent  wood  work  ■, 
but    by    pulling    down   the   brick-work,  it  was 
eafily  extinguilhed. 

About  midnight  on  the  fifth  of  November 
they  made  the  main  land  of  China,  and  not 
rightly  knowing  their  couile,  lay  by  for  thai 
nio-ht,  and  before  iun-nie,  were  furpnled  to 
find  themlelves  in  the  miuft  of  an  incredible 
number  of  fifhing  boats,  which  fpread  over 
the  Lea  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach  •,  and  though 
feme  of  the  boats  had  five,  and  none  lefs  than 
three  men  in  them  •,  the  commodore  could  nei- 
ther  by  iigns,  by  pronouncing  the  word  Ma- 
f  ■,  nni  by  fhewing  a  number  of  dollars,  en- 
t  :e  any  one  of  them  to  come  on  board  and 
pilot  him  -,  for  the  difregard  thefe  people  paid 
to  every  thing  but  their  own  employment, 
and  their  want  of  curiofity,  was  perfectly  fur- 
grizjng, 

On  the  fixth,  as  they  were  Handing  to  the 
weftward,  within  two  leagues  of  the  coaft, 
they  perceived  a  boat  a  head  blow  a  horn  and 
wave  a  red  flag,  which  they  confidered  as  a 
fignal  of  fome  fort  intended  for  them  ;  but  in 
this  they  were  miftaken,  for  it  was  only  a  fignal 
to  order  the  people  to  leave  off  fifhing,  and 
retire  to  the  Inore  •,  which  was  inftantly  obey- 
ed. It  was  a  difagreeable  circumftance  not  to 
be  able  to  procure  a  pilot  :  however  they 
held  on  their  courfe  through  many  channels 
formed  by  fmall  iflands  and  little  rocks,  fol- 
lowing the  belt  inftruclions  of  former  navi- 
gators. 

About  four  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the 
ninth,  a  Chinefe  pilot  put  on  board  the  Centu- 
rion, and  told  them,  in  broken  Portuguefe, 
that  he  would  carry  the  fhip  into  Macao,  for 
thirty  dollars  •,  which  being  paid  him  they  pro- 
ceeded, foon  after  which  feveral  other  pilots, 
came  on  board,  who,  to  recommend  them- 
felves,  produced  certificates  of  their  abilities, 
figned  by  feveral  European  captains. 

About  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the 
twelfth  they  came  to  the  harbour  of  Macao, 
a  i,r..;il  aland  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Canton  : 
which  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Portuguefe,  who 
have  a  governor  here  •,  who  however,  fubfifts 
merely  by  the  courtefy  of  the  Chinefe,  who 
can  ltarve  tne  piace'and    difpoflefs   the    Por- 


tuguefe, whenever  they  pleafe -,  which  obliges 
the  governor  carefully  to  avoid  giving  them  of- 
fence. 

Mr.  Anfon  being  determined  to  fupport  the 
honour  of  the  Bntifh  flag,  was  refolyed  not  to 
lubmn  to  the  payment  of  the  duties  exacted  by 
the  Chinele  from  trading  vellcls ;  men  of  war 
having  immunities  of  that  nature  in  every 
civilized  port.  For  this  reafun  the  Portuguefe 
governor  of  Macao  adviied  him  not  to  enter  the 
River  Canton,  where  the  ulual  demand  would 
undoubtedly  be  made  upon  him  ;  but  to  heave 
down  and  careen  at  Typa,  an  obfeure,  but  fafe 
and  convei.ient  harbour,  about  fix  miles  from 
Macao ;  whe.e,  in  all  prouaoiiity,  the  duty 
woulo  rKver  be  demanded. 

T.  his  propofai  Mr.  Anion  agreed  to,  becaufe 
he  itared  invoivirg  the  European  fhips,  in  the 
eliipuie  which  would  have  anien  irom  his  refil- 
ling to  Comply  with  the  cuftom.  Kis  tenber- 
neis  for  the  merchants  induced  him  to  eoniulr. 
with  them  the  manner  in  which  it  was  neceflary 
for  him  to  add;  els  the  viceroy  of  Canton,  for 
a  fupply  of  provifiens,  and  hands  to  affiit  him 
in  heaving  cicwn  his  fhip.  The  merchants  re- 
ferred huii  to  fome  Chinefe  agent.-,  who  after 
having  from  day  to  day  promiled  him  to  lay 
the  hate  of  his  account  before  the  viceroy,  and 
adjufl  matters  in  his  favour  ;  at  length,  after 
more  than  a  month  haa  been  ioftin  fruitlefs  ex- 
pectations, they  threw  off  the  malic,  and  de- 
clared they  neither  would  addrefs  the  viceroy, 
nor  did  they  dare  to  do  it,  as  he  was  much 
too  great  a  man  tor  them  to  pretend  to  ap- 
proach. 

Mr.  Anfon  now  perceived  his  error  in  hav- 
ing fo  much  conlulted  the  intereft  of  the  Ealt 
India  company,  and  therefore  wrote  a  letter  to 
the  viceroy,  to  acquaint  him  that  he  was  com- 
mander in  chief  of  a  Britifh  fquadron,  which 
had  been  cruifing  againft  the  Spaniards,  who 
were  at  enmity  with  the  King  his  matter,  and 
that  he  was  obliged  to  enter  the  Port  of  Macao, 
to  flop  a  leak,  and  fupply  himfelf  with  provi- 
fions  to  purfue  his  voyage.  This  letter  being 
tranflated  into  the  Chinele  language,  was  given 
to  the  hoppo,  or  chief  officer  of  the  cuftoms, 
who  feeming  unwilling  to  take  charge  of  it, 
Mr.  Anfon  refented  the  refufal,  and  declared 
himfelf  determined  to  fend  it.  On  this  the 
hoppo,  finding  he  was  in  earned,  begged  to 
be  intruded  with  it,  and  promiled  to  procure  an 
anfwer  as  foon  as  poflible. 

Two  days  after  this,  a  Mandarine  of  the  firff 
rank,  with  two  of  an  inferior  clals,  came  along- 
fide  of  the  Centurion,  with  a  large  retinue  of 
officers  and  fervants  and  a  band  of  mufic.  The 
Centurion's  boat  was  fent  to  bring  him  on  board, 
and  a  hundred  of  the  crew,  drefled  in  the  re- 
gimentals of  the  Marines,  were  drawn  up  under- 
arms upon  the  main  deck,  againft  his  arrival. 
On  his  entering  the  fhip,  he  was  faluted  by  the 
drums  and  trumpets,  and  palling  through  the 
guard,  was  met  on  the  quarter  deck  by  the 
commodore,  who  conducted  him  to  the  great 
cabbin.  He  was  governor  of  the  city  of  J  anion* 
and  appeared  to  be  a  man  of  fenfe,  and  more 
honefty  than  is  found  among  the  Chinefe  in  ge- 
neral 
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neral.  He  brought  with  him  two  carpenters, who 
examined  the  ftate  of  the  fhip  very  carefully,  and 
were  remarkably  exact  in  viewing  the  leak.  He 
appeared  greatly  furprized  at  the  largenefs 
of  the  guns,  and  the  weight  and  lize  of  the 
fhot. 

The  commodore  obferving  his  aftonifhment, 
harrangued  on  the  ftrength  of  his  veflel  ;  and 
obferved,  that  his  thus  civilly  requefting  a  lup- 
ply,  which  he  was  fo  well  able  to  take  by  force, 
was  a  proof  of  the  friendfhip  of  his  difpofition  ; 
and  therefore  defired  that  a  daily  fupply  of  pro- 
vifions  might  be  ordered  him,  left  his  men  mould 
be  :  educed  by  famine  to  turn  cannibals  and  prey 
upon  their  own  fpecies  ;  in  which  cafe,  it  was 
eafy  to  be  forefeen,  that  independent  of  their 
friendfhip  to  their  comrades,  they  would,  in 
point  of  luxury,  prefer  the  plump  well  fed 
Chinele,  to  their  own  emaciated  ihipmates. 

This  dilcourie  produced  the  defired  effect  ; 
the  Mandarine  allowed  the  juftnefs  of  Mr.  An- 
fon's  obfervations,  and  promifed  that  he  fhould 
have  every  neceffary  affiflance,  as  foon  as  the 
ftate  of  his  circumftances  had  been  confidered  by 
a  councd  of  mandarins  at  Canton  :  and  in  the 
mean  time,  ordered  one  of  his  attendants  to  fee 
a  certain  quantity  of  provifions,  of  which  Mr. 
Anion  delivered  a  lift  in  writing,  to  be  put  on 
board  the  Centurion  every  day  ;  and  this  order 
■was  punctually  complied  with. 

This  matter  being  fettled,  Mr.  Anfon  invit- 
ed him  and  the  two  other  mandarines  to  dinner  : 
at  which  they  were  greatly  embarrafTed  with 
the  knives  and  forks  :  lb  that  after  fome  fruit- 
lels  attempts  to  help  themielves,  one  of  the  at- 
tendants was  obliged  to  cut  the  meat  in  pieces 
for  them. 

They  feemed  to  have  a  prodigious  averfion 
to  beef,  founded  on  a  fuperftition  which  is 
very  prevalent  in  India.  Though  they  diflike 
the  meat,  they  fhewed  no  averfion  to  the  liquor; 
and  having  helped  to  difpatch  four  or  five  bot- 
tles of  frontiniac,  and  one  of  citron  water,  they 
arofe  from  table,  without  feeming  in  the  leait 
difordered  ;  and  Mr.  Anfon  having  according 
to  the  cuftom  of  China,  made  the  mandarine  a 
handlbme  prefent,  they  departed  in  their  own 
vefiels. 

After  this  conference  feveral  days  elapfed 
without  its  producing  any  effect-,  and  Mr.  An- 
ion learnt  that  the  delay  was  occafioned  by  the 
intrigues  of  a  Frenchman,  who  endeavoured  un- 
derhand to  poftpone  as  much  as  poffible  the  af- 
fairs of  the  Englifh,  fearing  that  if  the  Centu- 
rion fhould  be  allowed  any  particular  diftinction, 
2s  bearing  the  King  of  England's  commiflion, 
the  French  traders  which  had  always  pretended 
to  be  men  of  war,  would  lofe  part  of  their  con- 
iequence. 

However,  on  the  fixth  of  January,  the  above- 
mentioned  mandarine  fent  the  viceroy  of  Can- 
ton's warrant  for  refitting  the  Centurion,  and 
fupplyingall  her  wants;  in  confequence  of  which 
a  number  of  Chinele  carpenters  and  fmiths  went 
immediately  on  board,  to  treat  about  the  work 
they  were  to  perform  ;  when  after  fome  debates 
about  prices,  the  carpenters  agreed  to  take  a- 
bout  the  value  of  fix  hundred  pounds   for  their 


work ;  and  the  fmiths  bargained  to  furnifn  the 
imall  iron  work  ac  the  rate  of  three  pounis  per 
hundred  weight,  and  the  large  at  forty-fix 
ihiliings. 

Two  vefiels  called  juncts  being  provided,  one 
to  heave  down  by,  and  the  other  to  ferve  as  a 
magazine  for  powder  and  ammunition  ;  the  fhip 
was  immediately  hove  down  ;  but  as  the  Chinele 
work  but  (lowly,  it  was  the  beginning  of  April 
before  lhe  was  fitted  for  fea  ;  during  which  the 
Chincfe  frequently  preffed  her  departure,  leem- 
ing  conftantly  to  apprehend  fome  danger  while 
fhe  remained  among  them. 

On  the  fixth  of  April,  the  Centurion  weighed 
from  theTypa,  and  having  ^ot  into  Macao  road, 
complied  her  water  as  lhe  pafled  along  ■  and 
her  whole  bufinefs  being  finilhed  by  the  nine- 
teenth, fhe  flood  out  to  fea.  While  the  commo- 
dore was  at  Macao,  he  gave  out  that  he  was 
bound  for  Batavia,  and  from  thence  for  England; 
and  tho'  the  v.  efterly  monfoon  was  fet  in,  which 
rendered  that  pafiage  almoft  imp-acttcabie,  yet 
he  found  means  to  raife  a  Eelief  that  he  intend- 
ed to  try  it  ;  but  his  real  dtiign  was  10  cruife  off 
the  Phillipine  iflands  for  the  Manila  fhips  ;  for 
he  fuppofed  that  this  year  there  would  be  two, 
as  he  had  prevented  one  of  them  from  putting 
to  fea  the  preceeding  feafon. 

When  they  were  out  of  fight  of  land  he  fum- 
moneo  all  his  people  upon  the  quarter  deck,  and 
told  them  his  reiolution  ;  which  was  heard  with 
great  pleafure,  and  the  men  exprefled  their  iauf- 
faction  by  three  hearty  cheers. 

It  happened  foon  after  this,  that  the  commo- 
dore, who  had  taken  fome  Chineefe  fheep  to  fea, 
enquiring  of  his  butcher,  why  he  had  lately  feen 
no  mutton  at  his  table  ;  the  fellow  ferioufly  an- 
fwered  that  there  were  but  two  fheep  alive,  and, 
if  his  honour  would  give  him  leave,  he  proposed 
to  keep  thole  for  the  entertainment  of  the  gene- 
ral of  the  galleon. 

On  the  laft  day  of  May  new  ftik-,  they  came 
in  fight  of  Cape  Elpiritu  Santo,  where  they  con- 
tinued to  crude  till  the  twentieth  of  June  old  ' 
ftile,  when  about  fun-riiing,  the  long  expected 
vefTel  came  in  fight,  having  the  ftandacd  of 
Spain  flying  at  the  top-gallant-maft-head  ;  and 
to  the  commodore's  great  furprize,  bore  down 
upon  him,  for  he  could  hardly  believe,  what 
afterwards  appeared  to  be  the  cafe,  that  fhe  knew 
his  fhip,  and  was  refolved  to  fight  him. 

The  engagement  foon  began,  and  lafted  3n 
hour  and  a  half,  when  the  galieon  (truck  to  the 
Centurion,  after  having  had  fixty-feven  men 
killed  and  eighty-four  wounded,  among  whom 
was  the  general  Don  Jeronimo  de  Montero,  a 
Portuguefe  gentleman,  who  acted  with  the  ut- 
moft  bravery.  The  Centurion  iiad  only  two  kil- 
led, and  feventeen  wounded,  all  of  whom,  except 
one,  afterwards  recovered. 

The  great  flaughter  on  board  the  galieon  was 
chiefly  owing  to  tnirty  excellent  marklmen,  who 
being  placed  in  the  tops  before  the  engagement 
began,  did  execution  with  almoft  every  fhot  they 
fired. 

This  prize,  which  was  named  the  Noftra  Sig- 
nora  de  Cabadonga,  carried  five   hundred  and 
fifty  men,  and  thirty-fix  guns   mounted  for   ac- 
tion 
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tion,  befides  twcn-y-eight  pedrcroes,    each   of 
which  was  adapted  to  carry  a  four  pound  ball,   j 
Her  cargo  was  worth    tour    hundred  thouiand 
pounds  fterhng. 

It  is  impoflible  to  defcribe  the  tranfport  on 
board,  when  after  all  their  reiterated  difappoint- 
mems,  they  at  length  faw  their  wifhes  accom- 
pl'fhed :  but  their  joy  was  near  being  fuddenly 
damped  by  a  very  alarming  accident  ;  for  no 
fooncr  had  the  galleon  (truck,  than  one  of  the 
lieutenants  •  oming  to  Mr.  Anion  to  congratulate 
him  on  his  prize,  whilpered  him  that  the  Cen- 
turion was  dangerouily  on  fire  near  the  powder 
room. 

The  commodore  received  this  mocking  intel- 
ligence  without  any  apparent  emotion,  and  tak- 
ing care  not  to  alarm  his  people,  gave  the  necef- 
fary  orders  for  extinguifhing  the  fire,  which  was 
foon  clone,  though  its  firft  appearance  was-  very 
terrible. 

Some  cartridges  having  been  blown  up  by  ac- 
cident between  decks,  theblaft  had  communica- 
ted its  flame  to  a  quantity  of  oakum  in  the  after 
hatch-way,  near  the  after  powder  room,  where 
the  fmoke  of  the  oakum  occafioned  the  appre- 
henfion  of  a  more  mifchievous  conflagration. 

The  commodore  appointed  the  Manila  veffel 
to  be  a  poll  fhip  in  his  majeity's  fervice,  and  gave 
the  command  of  her  to  Mr.  Saumarez,  his  firft 
lieutenant;  and  having  taken  proper  meafures 
for  fecuring  the  priioners,  whole  numbers  great- 
ly exceeded  thofe  of  his  own  people,  he  fleer- 
ed back  for  the  river  of  Canton  ;  and  on  the 
eleventh  of  July  came  to  an  anchor  off  the  city 
of  Macao. 

On  the  fourteenth  the  Centurion  caft  anchor 
fhort  of  Bocca  Tigris,  which  is  a  narrow  paflage 
forming  the  mouth  of  that  river  ;  and  here  they 
were  viiited  by  the  mandarine,  who  commanded 
the  forts  at  Bocca  Tigris,  to  enquire  what  the 
fhips  were,  and  whence  they  came  ?  and  to  take 
an  account  of  Mr.  Anfon's  force,  which  he  was 
to  fen.  to  the  governor  of  Canton  :  but  on  be- 
in»  informed,  that  on  board  the  Centurion,  there 
were  between  three  or  four  hundred  barrels  of 
powder,  and  four  hundred  firelocks,  he  fhrug- 
oed  up  his  fhoulders,  and  feemed  terrified  with 
the  bare  recital  ;  faying,  that  no  fhips  ever  came 
into  Canton  river*  armed  in  that  manner  ;  and 
that  he  durlt  not  fet  down  the  whole  force  of 
the  fiiip,  left  it  ihould  too  much  alarm  the  re- 
gency. 

The  mandarine  feemed  amazed  at  Mr.  Anfon's 
expectation  of  being  exempted  from  all  duties  ; 
and  faid,  that  the  emperor's  duty  mull  be  paid 
by  eveiy  ihip  that  came  into  his  ports  •,  and  it  is 
imagined  that  private  directions  were  given  by 
him  to  the  Chin-fe  pilot,  not  to  carry  the  com- 
modore thro'  t;.c  Bocca  Tigris,which  is  a  narrow 
paflage,  little  more  than  amufket  fhot  over,  on 
each  hoe  of  w  hich  there  is  a  fort,  but  not  of  fuf- 
ficient  ftrtr-gth  to  prevent  an  enemy  from  forcing 
his  way  thr.  "gh. 

T.ie  pilot,  after  the  mandarine  had  been  on 
board,  ! efukti  at  firft  to  take  charge  of  the  Chip, 
till  he  had  it.  vt  from  the  fort ;  but  as  it  was 
abljiutely  neceflary  to  haltcn  thro',  for  fear  of 
bad  weather,  the   commodore  weighed  on  the 


fifteenth,  and  ordered  the  pilot  to  carry  him  by 
the  forts  ;  threatening  him,  that  if  the  fhip  ran 
aground,  he  would  immediately  hang  him  up  aE 
the  yard  arm  ;  on  which  the  fellow  carried  the 
fhip  thro'  fafely,  the  foits  not  attempting  to  dif- 
pute  the  paflage  :  however,  when  the  pilot  went 
aihore,  he  was  feized,  lent  toprii'on,  and  feverely 
dikiphned  by  the  bamboo  ;  but  he  afterwards 
found  means  to  get  at  Mr.  Anion,  when  he  re- 
ceived fo  handiome  a  preient  in  recompence  for 
his  fuffi-  rings,  as  would  at  any  time  have  induced 
a  Chinele  to  have  undergone  a  dozen  baftinad- 
.ngs. 

Mr.  Anfort  difpatched  his  lecond  lieutenant 
to  Canton  on  the  fixteenth,  with  a  letter  to  the 
viceroy,  requefting  a  fupply  of  provifions,  and 
informing  his  excellency  that  the  commodore 
propofed  to  pav  him  a  vifit. 

Three  mandarines  brought  a  meflage  in  an- 
lwer  to  th*s  letter  granting  the  neceflary  fupplies", 
mtreating  Mr.  Anion  to  poftpone  his  vifit  till 
the  weather  ihould  become  more  moderate,  and 
requefting  it  as  a  favour  that  theSpanifh  prifon- 
ers  mighi  be  fet  at  liberty,  left  the  emp'eror  be- 
ing informed  that  his  allies  were  in  priibn  in  hi« 
dominions,  Ihould  relent  it. 

But  tho'  Mr.  Anion  was  very  defirous  of  get- 
ting rid  of  the  Spaniards,  yet  to  enhance  the  obli- 
gation, he  at  firit  railed  fome  objections,  but  fuf- 
fering  himfelf  to  be  prevailed  on,  he  told  the 
mandarines  that  to  oblige  the  viceroy,  he  would 
releafe  the  prifoners  whenever  he  would  order 
boats  to  fetch  them  off  :  but  when  the  manda- 
rines talked  of  duties  ufually  paid  by  fhips,  the 
commodore  pofitively  declared  that  he  would  not 
fubmit  to  pay  any,  which  was  only  done  by  trad- 
ing vefiels,  and  that  as  he  neither  inttnied  to 
buy  nor  fell,  he  did  not  imagine  himfelf  affected 
by  the  emperor's  orders. 

There  would  be  no  end  of  recounting  the  nu- 
merous artifices,  frauds  and  extortions,  practifed 
by  the  Chineie  upon  Mr.  Anfon,  and  his  people, 
from  this  time  to  the  thirteenth  of  October  ; 
when  being  difappointed  of  a  quantity  of  bifcuit 
and  other  provifions,  he  determined  in  perfon  to 
vifit  the  viceroy  of  Canton  ;  and  leaving  Mr. 
Brett  to  command  the  fhip,  he  embarked  on 
board  his  own  boat,  rowed  by  eighteen  of  his 
hands,  uniformly  drefled  in  fcarlet  jackets  and 
blue  filk  waiftcoats,  the  whole  trimmed  with 
filver  buttons,  befides  filver  badges  on  theirjack- 
ets  and  caps. 

He  was  attended  by  the  fupercargoes  of  the 
Englilh,  Sweedifh,  and  Danifti  fhips,  befides  his 
own  boats,  and  by  thofe  of  all  the  trading  vefiels. 
As  he  pafied  by  Wampo,  where  the  European 
vefiels  lay,  he  was  falluted  by  all  of  them  except 
the  French,  and  in  the  evening  he  arrived  fafely 
at  Canton. 

The  commodore  had  not  been  long  at  Canton 
before  he  faw  his  bread  and  other  provifions, 
which  he  had  paid  for  beforehand,  in  great  for- 
wardnefs  ;  and  as  he  was  upon  the  fpot,  had  an 
opportunity  of  preventing  thofe  delays,  which 
would  otherwife  have  taken  place. 

While  he  remained  in  this  city  a  fire  broke 
out  in  the  fuburbs.  On  the  firft  alarm  Mr.  An- 
ion went,  with  his  officers   and  boat's  crew,  to 

eive 


ROUND     THE     WORLD. 


r53 


give  his  affiftance  ;  and  found  that  the  fire  had 
begun  in  a  failor's  thed,  and  that  by  the  fiight- 
nefs  of  the  buildings,  and  the  awkwardnefs  of 
the  Chinefe,  it  was  getting  head  apace  :  but  ob- 
ferving  that  it  was  running  along  a  wooden  cor- 
nice, which  blazed  fiercely,  and  would  foon 
communicate  the  flame  to  a  confiderablediltance, 
he  ordered  his  people  to  begin  with  tearing  away 
that  cornice,  which  would  loon  have  been  done  ; 
but  Mr.  Anion  was  informed,  that  as  there  was 
no  mandarine  there,  who  alone  has  power  to 
command  on  thefe  occafions,  the  Chinefe  would 
make  him  anfwerable  for  whatever  was  pulled 
down  under  his  directions;  whereupon  he  order- 
ed his  people  todefift,  and  lent  them  to  theEng- 
iifh  factory  to  afiift  in  taking  care  of  the  compa- 
ny's trealure  and  effects,  as  it  was  eafy  to  forefee 
that  no  diftance  could  be  a  protection  againft  the 
rage  of  fuch  a  fire,  where  fo  little  was  done  to 
put  a  flop  to  it. 

The  Chinefe  contented  themfelves  with  view- 
ing the  fire,  and  holding  one  of  their  idols  near 
it,  which  they  feemed  to  expect  fhould  check  its 
progrefs.  At  length  a  mandarine  came,  attended 
by  four  or  five  hundred  firemen,  who  made  fome 
feeble  efforts  to  pull  down  the  neighbouring 
houfes  ;  but  by  this  time  the  fire,  being  greatly 
extended,  had  got  among  the  merchants  ware- 
houfes ;  and  the  firemen  wanting  both  fkill  and 
fpirit,  were  incapable  of  checking  its  violence, 
fo  that  it  was  feared  the  whole  city  would  be  de- 
ftroycd. 

In  this  confufion  the  viceroy  went  thither,  and 
immediately  fent  to  beg  Mr.  Anion's  afiiftance, 
who  was  told  he  might  take  what  methods  he 
thought  proper  to  extinguifh  the  conflagration. 
On  this,  the  commodore  went  a  fecond  time, 
taking  with  him  about  forty  of  his  people,  who 
exerting  themfelves  with  the  agility  and  boldnefs 
peculiar  to  failors,  foon  put  a  period  to  the  fire  : 
and  as  the  buildings  were  moft  of  them  on  one 
floor,  and  the  materials  flight,  the  men  efcaped 
without  any  other  injury  than  a  few  inconfidera- 
ble  bruifes. 

One  hundred  fhops,  and  eleven  ftpeets  full  of 
warehoufes,  were  confumed  by  this  fire  ;  fothat 
the  damage  amounted  to  a  prodigious  fum,  and 
one  of  the  Chinefe  merchants  was  fuppofed  to 
loofe,  to  his  own  fhare,  near  two  hundred  thou- 
fand  pounds  fterling. 

This  fire  raged  with  uncommon  violence,  ow- 
ing to  great  quantities  of  camphire  in  fome  of 
the  warehoufes,  which  produced  a  column  of 
white  flame,  that  blazed  up  in  the  air  to  fuch  a 
prodigious  height,  that  it  was  diftinctly  feen  on 
board  the  Centurion,  at  the  diftance  of  at  leaft 
thirty  miles. 

The  thirtieth  of  November  being  at  length 
appointed  for  Mr.  Anfon's  vifit  to  the  viceroy, 
he  was  attended  from  the  cuter  gate  of  the  city 
to  the  great  parade  before  the  emperor's  palace, 
where  the  viceroy  refided,  by  a  guard  of  two 
hundred  foldiers  ;  and  in  the  parade  he  found  a 
body  of  troops,  to  the  number  of  ten  thouland, 
drawn  up  under  arms,  and  making  a  fine  ap- 
pearance, being  all  new  cloathed  on  the  occa- 
sion. 

Mr.  Anfon  with  his  retinue  having  paffed  thro' 
the  middle  of  them,  was  conducted  to  the  great 
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hall  of  audience,  where  he  found  the  viceroy  feat- 
ed  in  the  emperor's  chair  of  ftate,  under  a  rich 
canopy,  with  his  council  of  mandarines  attend- 
ing him.  Mr.  Anfon  was  placed  in  the  third  feat 
from  the  viceroy,  which  had  been  left  vacant  for 
him  :  there  being  above  him  only  the  chiefs  of 
the  law  and  the  treafury,  who  in  China  precede 
all  military  officers. 

When  the  commodore  was  feated,  he  addrefled 
himfelfto  the  viceroy  by  his  interpreter  •,  men- 
tioned the  various  methods  he  had  taken  to  ob- 
tain an  audience  •,  faid  he  imputed  the  delays  he 
had  met  with,  to  the  infincerity  of  thofe  he  had 
employed,  and  that  he  had  therefore  no  other 
means  left  than  to  fend  his  own  officer  with  a  let- 
ter to  the  gate. 

On  the  mention  of  this,  the  viceroy  interrupt- 
ed the  interpreter,  and  bid  him  allure  Mr.  An- 
fon, that  the  firft  knowledge  they  had  of  his  be- 
ing at  Canton  was  from  that  letter. 

The  commodore  then  complained  of  the  grie- 
vances fuffered  by  the  Eaft-india  company,  from 
the  vexatious  impofitions  of  the  merchants,  and 
inferior  cuftom-houfe  officers  •,  and  at  length  en- 
tering on  his  own  affairs,  told  the  viceroy,  that 
this  being  the  proper  feafon  for  returning  to  Eu- 
rope, he  wanted  only  a  licence  to  fhip  off  his 
ftores  and  provifions,  which  were  all  ready  •,  and 
that  as  foon  as  they  were  on  board,  he  intended 
to  fail  for  England. 

The  viceroy  anfwered,  that  the  licence  fhould 
be  immediately  iffued,  and  that  the  next  day  e- 
very  thing  fhould  be  ordered  on  board  •,  thank- 
ed him  in  very  genteel  terms,  for  the  fignal  fer- 
vices  he  had  done  the  Chinefe  in  faving  the  city 
from  being  deftroyed  by  the  fire  ;  but  did  not 
mention  a  word  of  the  duties  ufually  exacted 
from  fhips. 

As  foon  as  Mr.  Anfon  was  out  of  the  hall  of 
audience,  he  was  earneftly  invited  to  go  into  an- 
other apartment,  where  an  entertainment  was 
provided  ;  but  finding,  on  enquiry,  that  the 
viceroy  was  not  to  be  prefent,  he  declined  the 
invitation,  and  departed,  attended  in  the  fame 
manner  as  at  his  arrival,  only  on  his  leaving  the 
city,  he  was  faluted  by  three  guns,  which  are  as 
many  as  are  ever  fired  by  the  Chinefe  on  any  ce- 
remony. 

The  commodre  having  now  obtained  a  licence 
for  fhipping  his  provifions,  which  were  immedi- 
ately fupplied,  had  nothing  to  detain  him  longer 
in  China,  and  fuch  expedition  was  ufed  that  on 
the  feventh  of  September  the  Centurion  and  her 
prize  unmoored,  and  on  the  twelfth  anchored 
before  Macao,where  the  galleon  was  fold  to  fome 
merchants  of  that  place,  for  fix  thoufand  dollars, 
which  was  much  below  her  value  ;  but  the  pur- 
chafers  knowing  Mr.  Anfon's  impatience  to  put 
to  fea,  made  almoft  their  own  terms. 

The  Centurion  got  under  fail  on  the  fifteenth 
of  October  1743,  and  on  the  3d  of  January  came 
to  an  anchor  at  Prince's  ifland  in  the  {freights  of 
Sunda,  and  continued  there  till  the  eighth,  taking 
in  wood  and  water,  when  ftie  weighed  and  flood 
for  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  where  on  the  ele- 
venth of  March  fhe  came  to  an  anchor  in  Table- 
bay. 

Mr.  Anfon  continued  here  till  the  third  of 
April   1744,  when  he   put  to   fea,  and  on  the 
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nineteenth  of  the  month  was  in  fight  of  the  ifland 
of  St.  Helena,  but  did  not  touch  at  it. 

On  the  tenth  of  June  they  fpoke  with  an  Eng- 
lifh  (hip  bound  for  Philadelphia,  from  whom 
they  received  the  firft  intelligence  of  a  war  with 
France. 

On  the  twelfth  they  got  fight  of  the  Lizard, 
and  on  the  evening  of  the  fifteenth,  to  their  inex- 
preflible  )oj,  came  fafe  to  anchor  at  Spithead. 
On  his  arrival  Mr.  Anfon  learnt,  that  underco- 
ver of  a  thick  fog  he  had  run  through  a  French 
fleet,which  was  at  that  time  cruizing  in  the  chops 
of  the  channel. 


Having  now  recited  the  adventures  of  the 
principal  circum-navigators,  which  for  the  fake 
of  uniformity  we  have  given  in  regular  order 
from  Magellan  •,  we  {hall  go  back  to  the  difco- 
veries  of  the  Spaniards  immediately  after  the 
death  of  Columbus,  and  give  the  whole  remain- 
der of  our  work,  with  the  like  ftric"l  regard  to 
uniformity,  leaving  what  we  have  to  fay  of  com- 
modore Byron's  expedition,  till  towards  the  clofe 
of  the  volume,  by  which  time  it  is  poflible  fome 
intelligence  may  arrive,  which,  befides  what  is 
already  in  print,  may  be  worth  communicating 
to  the  public. 


DISCOVERIES 


OF     THE 


SPANIARDS, 

FROM    THE 

Death  of  Columbus  to  the  Expedition  of  Hernando  Cortes. 


CHAP. 


I. 


The  value  of  the  gold  mines  of  Hifpaniola,  during  the  government  of  Nicho  'as  de  Obando  ;  the 
fett lenient  of  Porto  Rico  hy  fuan  Ponce  de  Leon  ;  afettlement  made  by  Diego  Columbus  on 
the  ifland  of  Cubagua,  and  a  pearl f fiery  formed  near  it ;  Hojeda  and  Nicueffa  fail to  the 
Wejl  Indies  -,  Hojeda  lands  at  Carthagena ;  his  extraordinary  efcape  ;  the  fettlement  of  St. 
Sebafiian  formed  by  Hojeda,  who  afterwards  dies  of  want  in  Hifpanio'a;  the  colony  faved  by 
the  advice  of  Nunez  de  Balboa;  the  colony  of  Nombrc  de  Dios  is  in  the  mean  time  planted  by 
Nicueffa  ;  an  account  of  his  misfortunes  and  death. 


NICHOLAS  DE  OBANDO  being  go- 
vernor of  Hiipaniola,  at  the  death  of 
Chriftopher  Columbus,  employed  a 
fkilful  pilot  to  fail  round  the  ifiand,  and  defcribe 
its  coafls,  and  then  divided  the  Indians  among 
the  Spaniards,  who  confidered  them  as  their 
flaves.  Such  quantities  of  gold  were  found  that 
there  was  annually  melted  on  the  ifland  to  the 
value  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  pounds; 
yet  it  was  remarked,  that  fuch  as  were  concerned 
in  amafiing  it  were  no  gainers  ;  for  living  luxu- 
riously, and  upon  credit,  their  gold  at  the  melt- 
ins  times  was  often  feized  for  their  debts, which 
verv  frequently  it  was  infufficient  to  diicharge. 

Obando  having  appointed  Juan  Ponce  de  Le- 
on, a  Spanifh  gentleman,  to  be  governor  of  the 
province  of  Higuey,  and  he  (Ponce)  having  heard 
from  the  Indians,  that  St.  John  de  Porto  Rico 
abounded  in  gold,  procured  a  licence  from  O- 
bando  for  fettling  a  colony  upon  it  :  in  confe- 
quence  of  which  he  failed  with  fome  Spaniards 
and  Indians  that  knew  the  place,  and  landed  in 


the  territories  of  the  greateft  lori  or  cacique  of 
the  ifland,  who  received  him  in  an  hofpitable 
manner,  and  changed  names  with  him  as  a  mark 
of  friendfhip. 

Ponce  having  made  enquiries  concerning  the 
gold, the  cacique  condudf.edhimallovertheifland,,_ 
fhewing  him  the  rivers  where  that  metal  was 
found,  and  among  them  two  that  were  very  rich. 
Ponce  now  left  fome  of  his  people  behind  him, 
whom  he  recommended  to  the  friendfhip  of  the 
cacique  and  his  family,  took  with  him  famples  of 
the  gold,  and  failing  back  to  Hiipaniola,  ihewed 
them  to  Obando,  who  fending  other  people  with 
him  to  fettle,  he  had  on  his  return,  the  pleature  to 
find,thatduringhis  abfence  the  cacique  had  treat- 
ed thofe  he  left  behind  him  in  a  friendly  manner. 
Obando  was  at  this  time  recalled  to  Spain,  and 
Don  Diego  Columbus  appointed  governor  of 
Hiipaniola  in  his  room,  who  brought  with  him 
a  new  governor  of  Porto-Rico  ;  but  Ponce  dif- 
puting  this  appointment,  Columbus  fet  them 
both  afide,    and    appointed   Michael    Cerron 
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governor,  and  Michael  Diaz  his  lieutenant. 

However  by  the  intereft  of  Obando,  Ponce 
procured  a  new  commiflion  Irom  Spain,  and 
going  to  Porto  Rico,  round  means  of  quarrelling 
with  Cerron  and  Diaz,  whom  he  fent  prifoners 
into  Spain. 

Thefe  people  being  out  of  his  way,  Ponce 
profecuted  his  firft  defign  of  conquering  the 
ifland,  which,  though  a  work  of  more  difficulty 
than  he  had  at  firft  imagined,  he,  at  length,  ac- 
compliihed  it  ,  and  the  poor  Indians  were  made 
flaves  •,  and  at  length  entirely  extirpated  by 
the  cruelty  of  the  Spaniards,  even  after  all  the 
gold  was  exha  fted,  which  they  had  been  em- 
ployed in  gathering. 

Cerron  and  Diaz  having  prefented  a  petition 
to  the  court  of  Spain,  and  being  fupported  by 
the  intereft  of  Columbus,  were  appointed  to 
reafiiime  their  former  employments  ;  on  which 
Ponce  de  Leon  being  deprived  of  his  poft,  and 
reduced  to  the  condition  of  a  private  man, 
fitted  out  twofhips  for  making  new  difcoveries  •, 
and  on  the  fecond  of  April  r5i2,  difcovered 
land  unknown  to  the  Spaniards,  which,  be- 
lieving to  be  an  ifland,  he  called  Florida,  from 
its  pleafant  groves  and  beautiful  appearance, 
or  from  the  difcovery  being  made  on  Eafter 
Sunday,  which  the  Spaniards  call  Pafcha 
Florida,  becaufe  the  fineft  flowers  are  then  in 
fealbn . 

The  court  of  Spain  being  follicitous  to  make 
all  pofiible  advanuge  of  the  New  World,  or- 
dered Diego  Columbus  to  make  a  fettlement 
on  the  ifland  of  Cubagua,  which  he  called  the 
ifland  of  Pearls,  and  eftablifhed  a  pearl  fifhery 
on  the  coaft,  which  in  a  few  years  became 
fo  confiderable,  that  the  kings  fifth  fometimes 
amounted  to  fifteen  thoufand  ducats  per  annum. 

The  ifland  of  Cubagua  is  fituated  in  about 
ten  degrees  of  north  latitude,  is  upwards  of 
three  hundred  leagues  from  Hifpaniola,  and 
about  three  leagues  in  circumference.  The 
Toil  is  very  barren  and  dry,  producing  no  grafs, 
but  affording  fome  guiacum  trees  and  fhrubs, 
and  plenty  of  fait  petre.  As  the  land  is  flat, 
without  any  fprings  of  frefh  water,  there 
are  no  birds,  but  fuch  as  are  proper  to  the  lea  ; 
and  no  land  animals  are  found  on  it,  except  a 
few  rabbits. 

Among  other  adventurers  who  petitioned 
the  court  of  Spain  for  leave  to  make  difco- 
veries, was  Alonzo  de  Hojeda ;  to  whom  a 
grant  was  promiled  of  all  that  had  been  dif- 
covered on  the  continent  ;  but  Diego  Nicuefla, 
who  was  a  man  of  much  larger  fortune  and 
greater  intereft,  interpofing,  the  patent  was 
flopped,  and  he  procured  half  the  grant  for 
himlelf.  To  Hojeda  was  given  all  the  country 
between  Cape  de  la  Vela  and  the  Gulph  of 
Darien,  under  the  name  of  New  Andalufia-, 
and  to  Nicuefla,  all  the  land  from  the  above 
mentioned  gulp  to  Cape  Gracias  a  Dios,  under 
the  name  of  Caftilla  del  Oro,  of  Golden  Caf- 
tile ;  without  a  word  in  the  grants  reflecting 
Diego  Columbus,  to  whom,  as  difcovered  by 
his  father,  thefe  countries  of  right  belonged. 

Hojeda  and  Nicuefla  each  fitted  out  two 
ffiips,  with  which  they  failed  to  St.  Domingo 


in  Hifpaniola,  where  they  quarrelled  about 
their  rights ;  and  it  was  with  difficulty  their 
difputes  were  adjufted  ;  which  being,  however, 
accomplifhcd,  they  failed  for  their  refpe6live 
governments,  towards  the  end  of  the  year  1510 
Francis  Pizarro,  who  alterwards  conquered 
Peru,  failed  with  Hojeda  ;  who  in  a  few  days 
arrived  at  Carimari,  which  is  now  called  Car- 
thagena,  where  the  natives  were  prepared  to 
oppofe  him,  on  account  of  the  injuries  done 
them  by  Chriftopher  Guerra,  and  other  Spa- 
niards, who  having  pafled  that  way,  had,  under 
pretence  of  trading,  feized  many  of  the  natives, 
and  made  flaves  of  them.  Thefe  Indians  were 
of  large  ftature,  the  women  wore  their  hair 
very  long,  the  men  only  wore  theirs  down 
to  their  ears ;  but  both  fexes  were  extremely 
dextrous  at  fliootincr  with  the  bow. 

Hojeda  fent  fome  priefts  among  them,  with 
fome  Indians  of  Hifpaniola,  who  fpake  the 
language,  to  advile  them  to  fubmit  peaceably, 
and  to  leave  off  their  cruelty,  idolatry,  and  o- 
ther  vices  :  but  the  Indians  paid  no  regard  to 
their  pe-rfuafions. 

Hojeda,  agreeable  to  his  inftrucYiens,  tried 
all  poiiible  means  to  allure,  but  he  had  orders, 
in  cafe  they  proved  obftinate,  to  make  war  up- 
on them,  and  make  them  flaves.  Hojeda  now 
began  to  exchange  Spanifh  toys  with  them  for 
gold  -,  but  finding  they  were  preparing  to  at- 
tack him,  he  fell  upon  them,  took  lome  of 
them  prifoners,  killed  a  confiderable  number, 
and  found  a  frnall  quantity  of  gold  in  fome  of 
the  places  which  he  had  conquered. 

After  this,  taking  fome  of  his  prifoners  for 
his  guide,  he  went  to  a  tjwn  four  leagues  up 
the  country,  where  thole  had  fled  who  efcaped 
from  the  laft  battle :  whom  he  found  upon 
their  guard,  being  armed  with  targets,  fwords 
of  extraordinary  hard  wood,  bows,  poifoned 
arrows,  and  rods  which  they  threw  like  darts. 
Hojeda,  however,  attacked  them,  killing  many, 
and  taking  flxty  prifoners,  which  he  fent  on 
board  his  fhips.  Eight  Indians,  during  the 
battle,  retired  into  one  of  their  thatched  houfes, 
where  they  defended  themfelves  a  confiderable 
time,  and  killed  one  Spaniard  :  at  which 
Hojeda  was  fo  enraged,  that  he  ordered  the 
houfe  to  be  let  on  fire,  and  they  all  perifhed  in 
the  flames, 

Hojeda  now  purfuing  thofe  who  fled,  the 
inhabitants  of  a  town  called  Yarbaco,  having 
notice  of  his  approach,  fled  to  the  moun- 
tains with  their  effects,  and  when  the  Spa- 
niards arrived,  and  found  the  place  aban- 
doned, they  difperfed  themfelves  about  the 
country  in  fmall  parties  ;  which  the  Indians 
oblerving,  fell  upon  them  in  many  different 
places,  and  deftroyed  them  with  flights  of  poi- 
foned arrows  :  however,  Hojeda,  with  fome  of 
his  companions  maintained  the  fight;  often 
kneeling,  the  better  to  cover  himfelf  with  his 
target ;  but  when  he  law  moft  of  his  men  kill- 
ed, he  ruffled  through  the  thickeft  of  the  In- 
dians, and  running  with  prodigious  fwiftnefs, 
efcaped  into  the  woods,  from  whence  he  made 
the   beft  of  his  way  towards  his  fhip. 

John  de  la  Caia,  who  was  Hojeda's  Pilot,  and 
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particular  friend,  got  into  a  houfe,  and  de- 
fended himfelf  at  the  door,  till  his  men  were 
(lain,  and  himfelf  fo  wounded  with  poifoned 
arrows,  that  he  could  no  longer  ftand  -,  when 
looking  about  him  he  faw  one  of  his  people 
who  ftill  fought  courageously  ;  to  whom  he 
called  out  and  bid  him  fly  immediately,  and 
tell  Hojeda  all  that  had  happened  ;  which 
advice  was  followed,  and  this  men  and  Hojeda 
were  all  who  efcaped,  the  reft  of  the  Spa- 
niards, to  the  number  of  feventy,  being  every 
one  flain. 

Things  were  in  this  fituation,  when  happily 
for  Hojeda,  Nicuefla  with  his  two  fhips,  arrived 
on  the  coal",  and  was  no  fooner  informed  of 
what  had  befallen  his  rival,  than  he  generoufl) 
told  him,  they  ought  to  forget  their  dilputes. 
and  only  remember  ihey  were  gentlemen  ..a. 
Spaniards  •,  offering  at  the  fame  time  to  lane; 
his  men,  and  revenge  his  lofs.  Accordingly 
they  united,  and  marching  againft  the  Indian', 
with  four  hundred  men,  burnt  the  town  or 
Yarbaco,  took  a  great  number  of  prifoners, 
and  gold  to  the  value  of  fourteen  thouland  pieces 
of  eight. 

This  victory  being  accomplished,  they  agreed 
to  part,  to  purfue  their  former  plan  :  Hojeda 
failed  for  the  gulph  of  Darien,  on  the  eailern 
promontory  of  which  he  fixed  a  fettlement,  an_ 
gave  his  town  the  name  of  St.  Sebaftian  ;  be- 
caufe,  as  that  faint  is  faid  to  have  been  martyr- 
ed by  the  arrows  of  the  infidels,  he  thought 
him  a  fit  patron  to  defend  him  from  the  poifon- 
ed arrows  of  the  Inoians.  He  was  no  fooner 
fettled  here,  than  finding  the  inhabitants  de- 
termined to  do  him  all  polTible  mifchief,  he  fent 
captain  Encifo,  with  one  of  his  fhips,  to  Hif- 
paniola,  to  bring  him  as  great  a  reinforcement  of 
men  as  he  could  poffibly  obtain  •,  and  during 
his  abfence  he  intrenched  himfelf  as  well  as 
he  could,  the  better  to  fecure  his  people  ;  but 
his  provifions  being  foon  exhaufted,  he  found 
himfelf  under  a  neceflity  of  making  fome  excur- 
fions  into  the  country  to  obtain  a  fupply  ;  in 
which  he  loft  many  of  his  men  by  the  arrows 
of  the  Indians  ;  fo  that  the  colony  was  foon 
reduced  to  a  very  wretched  condition  ;  certain 
of  being  ftarved  if  they  remained  within  their 
works,  and  almoft  fure  of  meeting. with  death, 
if  they  ventured  out  of  them. 

In  this  depiorable  ltate,  when  they  were  juft 
reduced  to  defpair,  they,  to  their  unfpeakable 
joy  and  aftonifhment,  beheld  a  fhip  enter  the 
port.  It  belonged  to  a  pirate,  named  Bernard 
de  Talavera,  who,  flying  from  juftice,  acci- 
dentally took  fhelter  there.  Hojeda,  bought 
the  ihip's  cargo,  and  treated  the  captain  with 
fuch  civility,  that  he  willingly  entered  into  his 
fervice.  However  advantageous  this  relief  might 
be,  it  was  but  of  fhort  continuance,  all  their 
provifions  being  foon  conlumed,  no  fupply  ar- 
riving from  Hifpaniola,  and  the  Indians  becom- 
ing more  troublefome  than  ever,  they  were  a- 
gain  reduced  to  ex'.reme  diftrefs. 

Alter  various  ichemes  formed  to  no  purpofe, 
it  was  at  length  refo'ved,  that  Hojeda  himfelf 
fhould  fail  to  St.  Domingo,  in  order  to  procure 
fupplies  i    and    accordingly    he    embarked  on 


board  Talavera' s  veffel,  and  put  tofer.  leav- 
ing the  colony  under  the  command  of  Francis 
Pizarro. 

Hojeda  now  behaving  haughtily  towards  Ta- 
lavera, and  ufing  too  much  feveritv  towards  the 
crew,-  Talavera  deprived  him  of  all  command, 
and  clapped  him  in  irons  ;  but  a  ftorm  foon  a- 
rifing,  the  civw,  who  knew  him  to  be  a  good 
feaman,  let  him  at  liberty  ;  and  by  his  fkill  they 
fived  their  lives,  by  running  the  fhip  on  fhore 
on  the  iiland  of  Cuba. 

It  was  but  a  very  fhort  pafiage  from  thence 
to  Hifpaniola  •,  but  Talavera  not  daring  to  go 
thither,  prevailed  upon  Hojeda  to  venture  a 
voyage  with  him  of  a  hundred  leagues  to  Ja- 
maica in  a  canoe,  and  they  were  fortunate  enough 
to  accompliih  it. 

When  Hojeda  had  been  a  fhort  time  at  Ja- 
maica, he  prevailed  on  the  governor  to  fend  him 
to  St.  Domingo-,  and  on  his  arrival  there,  found 
that  captain  Encifo  had  let  fail  for  St.  Sebaftian  ; 
but  his  own  credit  there  was  fo  low,  that  he 
could  fcarce  raife  money  to  buy  him  bread,  and 
he  foon  afterwards  actually  died  of  want. 

Thus  perifntd  one  of  the  braveft  men  that 
ever  failed  from  Spain  to  America.  Talavera 
alio  came  to  an  unhappy  end  •,  for  ftaying  too 
long  at  Jamaica,  Columbus  had  him  apprehend- 
ed for  piracy,  in  coniequence  of  which  he  was 
condemned  and  hanged. 

In  the  mean  time  Pizarro,  and  the  people 
under  his  command,  quitted  St.  Sebaftian,  and 
railed  to  Carthagena,  where  captain  Encifo  be- 
ing juft  arrived.,  with  two  fhips  and  a  confidera- 
ble  reinforcement,  they  joined  him,  and  return- 
ed to  St.  Sebaftian,  where  they  had  the  misfor- 
tune to  be  fhipwrecked  •,  and  getting  a  fhore 
with  much  difficulty,  they  found  that  the  In- 
dians had  reduced  the  town  to  afhes. 

They  laved  out  of  their  ftranded  velTels  what 
provifnns  and  neceflaries  they  could,  end  re- 
built the  town  in  the  beft  manner  they  were  able-, 
but  they  were  foon  reduced  to  the  greateft  dif- 
trefs both  by  war  and  famine  •,  for  hunger  fre- 
quently forcing  them  out,  they  were  conftantly 
repulfed  by  the  natives,  with  the  lofs  of  fome  of 
their  number  :  but  a  very  extraordinary  perlbn, 
whom  Encifo  had  brought  with  him,  relieved 
them  in  fome  meafure  from  their  diftreis,  by  his 
dexterity  and  prefence  of  mind. 

The  name  of  this  perfon  was  Nunez  de  Balboa; 
he  was  of  a  good  family,  and  had  great  abili- 
ties and  a  liberal  education  :  he  had  formerly 
failed  on  this  coaft  with  Baftidas,  and  had  after- 
wards obtained  a  very  good  fettlement  in  Hil- 
paniola-,  but  having  committed  fome  excefles 
there,  was  in  danger  of  being  put  to  death.  In 
thefe  unfortunate  circumftances  he  procured 
himfelf  to  be  put  on  board  captain  Encifo's  fhip, 
in  a  bread  cafk,  and  having  remained  there 
fome  days,  he  ventured  at  laft  to  make  his  ap- 
pearance, when  the  fhip  was  a  hundred  leagues 
at  lea. 

The  captain,  who'had  been  pofitively  order- 
ed not  to  carry  any  offenders  out  of  the  iiland, 
was  extremely  vexed  at  this  adventure,  and 
threatened  to  put  him  on  fhore  at  the  firft  de 
fart  ifland  he  came  to  3  but  the  principal  per- 
fon s 


AFTER     THE     DEATH     O  F    C  O  L  U  M  B  U  S 


J5: 


Tons  on  board  interceeding  for  him,  the  captain 
was  at  length  pacified,  and  granted  him  his  pro- 
tection ;  but  this  did  not  efface  from  Nunez's 
memory,  the  treatment  he  had  met  with,  as  we 
fhall  fee  in  its  proper  place. 

This  Nunez  de  Balboa,  obferving  that  the 
company  were  in  a  defpairing  condition,  and 
knew  not  how  to  proceed,  began  to  encourage 
them,  by  faying  that  they  were  not  in  lb  defpe- 
-rate  a  fituation  as  they  imagined  ;  for  that  when 
he  was  upon  this  coaft  before,  with  Baftidas, 
they  had  failed  to  the  bottom  of  the  gulph, 
where  they  had  feen  a  very  large  town,  fituated 
in  a  fruitful  foil,  and  a  fine  climate,  which  was 
indeed  inhabited  by  warlike  Indians,  but  they 
did  not  make  ufe  of  poifoned  darts  :  he  there- 
fore adviled  them  to  get  off  their  ftranded  vef- 
lels,  and  endeavour  to  purfue  their  voyage  to  this 
p3  ice. 

Nunez's  advice  being  approved,  they  failed 
to  the  river  which  the  Indians  call  Darien,  and 
found  every  thing  as  he  had  defcribed  it.  The 
inhabitants  and  their  cacique,  underftanding  that 
the  Spaniards  were  coming,  fecured  their  wives 
and  children  ;  and  then,  to  the  number  of  five 
hundred,  waited  the  invafion  on  a  little  hill ; 
but  the  Spaniards  eafily  routed  them,  and  go- 
ing to  the  town,  found  it  full  of  provifions. 

The  next  day  they  traverfed  the  country,  and 
afcended  the  mountains,  where  they  found  many 
houfes  •,  but  the  inhabitants  were  all  fled  •,  but 
they  feized  houfhold  goods,  plates  of  gold,  cot- 
ton, fpun  and  unfpun,  and  other  things,  to  a 
confiderable  amount.  Nunez  gained  great  cre- 
dit by  the  fuccefs  of  the  expedition,  and  began 
to  be  in  very  great  efteem. 

They  now  agreed  to  eftablifh  a  colony  here, 
which  they  called  Santa  Mafia  el  antiqua  del 
Darien,  or  St.  Mary  the  ancient  of  Darien  ;  the 
firft  being  the  name  of  a  church  of  Seville,  and 
the  latter  the  Indian  name  of  the  river.  Nunez's 
credit  being  now  eftablifhed,  he  fecretly  con- 
trived with  his  friends  to  depofe  Encifo  from  the 
command. 

While  thefe  things  were  in  agitation,  Encifo 
ordered,  that  no  man,  upon  pain  of  death, 
fhould  trade  with  the  Indians  for  gold  ;  which 
caufing  a  fufpicion  that  he  intended  to  engrofs 
that  trade  to  himfelf,  they  unanimoufiy  threw 
off  all  fubjection  to  him  •,  alledging,  that,  as 
they  were  out  of  the  limits  of  Hojeda's  govern- 
ment, he  had  no  longer  any  authority. 

Encifo  being  thus  deprived  of  the  govern- 
ment, they  determined  to  choofe  magiftrat.es  in 
the  fame  manner  as  is  done  in  Spain  •,  where- 
upon Nunez  de  Balboa  and  Zamadis  were  e- 
lected  alcaldes,  and  Valdivia  was  appointed  re- 
gidore  ;  but  this  form  of  government  not  giv- 
ing fatisfaction,  new  difputes  arofcj  one  party 
being  for  reftoring  Encifo  •,  a  fecond  for  fub- 
mitting  to  Nicueffa,  as  that  country  was  within 
his  diftricl ;  and  a  third  for  giving  the  fole  com- 
mand to  N  unez  de  Balboa. 

In  the  midft  of  thefe  debates,  Roderic  Hen- 
riquez  de  Colmenares  arrived  with  two  fhips, 
having  on  board  provifions,  military  ftores,  and 
feventy  men.  This  gentleman  who  was  carry- 
ing fupplies  to  Nicueffa,  was  forced  by  a  ftorm 
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into  a  port  about  fifty  or  fixty  leagues  from 
thence,  and  fending  his  men  aihore  to  get  wa- 
ter, on  a  fudden,  as  they  were  filling  their 
cafks,  about  feventy  Indians  ruihed  on  them, 
and  wounded  forty-five  of  them  with  poifoned 
arrows,  and  ftaved  their  boat.  The  wounded 
Spaniards  fwam  to  their  ihip,  where  they  all 
died,  except  one  :  but  k-vtn  of  the  Spaniards 
who  had  not  been  wounded,  hid  themfelves  in 
a  large  hollow  tree,  intending  to  fwim  to  the 
ihip  at  night ;  but  the  people  on  board  fuppo- 
fing  them  to  be  killed,  failed  for  the  bay  of 
Darien,  to  enquire  after  Nicuefia  :  but  finding 
no  perfon  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  bay,  where  they 
expected  to  have  met  with  Hojeda's  or  Nicuefi- 
fa's  people,  Colmenares  was  greatly  furprized, 
and  began  to  apprehend  that  they  were  all  dead : 
however,  he  cauled  fome  pieces  of  cmnon  to  Le 
fired,  and  fires  to  be  lighted  on  the  tops  of  the 
rocks  •,  and  the  cannon  being  heard  by  the  peo- 
ple of  Santa  Maria,  they  made  fignals  ;  where- 
upon he  came  to  them,  as  already  mentioned, 
and  generoufly  dirtributing  his  provifions  among 
them,  gained  their  affection,  and  prevailed  up- 
on them  to  fend  for  Nicueffa,  to  take  upon  him 
the  government. 

It  is  now  requifite  that  we  return  to  Diego 
Nicueffa,  to  fee  how  he  paffed  his  time  after 
leaving  Hojeda,  whom  he  had  fo  generoufly  af- 
fifted.  He  had  not  left  Hojeda  many  days,  be- 
fore he  met  with  a  violent  tempeft,  when  Lo- 
pez de  Olano,  his  firft  lieutenant,  obferving  the 
fqtiadron  feparated,  formed  the  defign  of  fetting 
up  for  himfelf,  and  left  his  patron  to  fh if t  a3 
he  could  $  but  after  fome  very  unlucky  adven- 
tures, he  failed  to  Veragua,  which  was  the  place" 
of  rendezvous  -,  and  there  laboured  to  perfuade 
the  people  to  abandon  their  original  defign,  as 
impracticable,  and  to  fail  to  Hfnaniola,  there 
to  make  the  moft  of  what  they  had  left -,  alledg- 
ing, that,  without  doubt,  Nicueffa  and  his  peo- 
ple had  perifhed. 

While  the  m'en  were  meditatihg  on  this  pro- 
ject, there  came  a  fhallop  into  the  port,  With 
four  men  on  board,  who  brought  advice  that 
Nicueffa  was  not  far  off";  that  he  had  been 
ftranded  on  an  unknown  coaft,  and  having 
marched  a  long  way  with  incredible  fatigue,  was 
now,  with  his  followers,  in  a  moft  miferable 
condition. 

On  hearing. this  news,  Olano's  heart  relent- 
ed, and  he  directly  fent  the  fhallop  with  pro- 
vifions and  refreshments,  which  came  juft  in 
time  to  fave  Nicuefia  and  his  men  from  ftarv- 
ina;  ;  but  his  refentment  ap:ainft  the  lieutenant 
was  not  in  the  leaft  abated  by  this  timely  fup- 
ply  ;  and  ordering  him  into  irons,  he  threaten- 
ed to  fend  him  to  Spain  in  that  condition. 

Soon  after  this  Nicueffa  fettled  a  colony  on 
the  banks  of  the  river  Belem  or  Bethlehem  •,  but 
icon  became  fo  ftreightened  for  provifions,  that 
he  was  obliged  to  leave  a  part  of  his  men  there, 
and  fail  with  the  reft  to  Porto  Bello  ;  but  the 
Indians  not  fuffering  them  to  land,  they  pro- 
ceeded four  or  five  leagues  farther  to  the  port 
which  Columbus  had  named  Baftimentos  •,  and 
as  foon  as  he  entered  it,  he  cried  out,  "  Pare 
mos    aqui    en   il   nombre  de  Dios" ;    that    i^, 
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"  Let  us  flay  here  in  the  name  of  God"  ;  from 
whence  the  place  was  called  Nombre  de  Dios. 
Debarking  his  men  at  this  place,  he  began  to 
erect  a  fortrefs  -,  but  had  not  been  long  there 
before  he  found  himfelf  in  the  fame  diftrefs  as  at 
the  former  colony  ;  fo  that  he  was  obliged  to 
fend  one  of  his  velfels  to  Hifpaniola,  to  befeech 
the  governor  to  grant  him  feme  affiitance.    This 

CO 

veflel  was  fcarcc  out  of  the  port,  before  that 
with  Colmenares  on  board,  arrived,  with  the 
mefTage  abovementioned  from  the  Spanifh  co- 
lony. Colmenares  and  his  men  were  fo  affected 
to  fee  Nicueffa  and  his  company  lean,  ragged 
and  barefooted,  that  they  could  not  forbear 
fhedding  tears,  cfpecially  at  hearing  how  many 
had  died,  and  the  great  difafters  they  had  fuffered. 
Colmenares  therefore  endeavoured  to  do 
all  he  could  to  comfort  Nicueffa,  telling  him 
that  the  people  of  Santa  Maria  defired  he  would 
come  and  govern  them  •,  that  they  were  in  no 
want  of  gold,  had  plenty  of  provifions,  and  lived 
in  a  fine  and  fertile  country. 

Nicueffa  now  began  to  be  in  fpirits,  and  re- 
turned thanks  to  heaven  for  this  great  and  un- 
expected news  •,  but  foon  forgetting  the  misera- 
ble lltuation  he  had  been  in,  and  the  obligati- 
ons he  owed  to  thefe  people,  for  having  volun- 
tarily chofen  him  their  governor,  he  was  fo  im- 
prudent as  to  declare  publickly,  that  he  would 
take  all  their  gold  from  them,  and  punifli  them 
for  landing  on  his  territories.  Nor  was  this  the 
only  error  he  was  guilty  of ;  for  being  defirous 
of  viewing  fbme  iflands  in  the  way,  he  permit- 
ed  a  veffel  to  fail  before  him,  in  which  were 
perfons  who  told  the  people  of  the  colony  what 


he  had  faid  ;  whereupon,  being  fpirited  up  by 
Nunez  de  Balboa  and  others,  they  refolved  not 
to  admit  him  among  them. 

Having  fpent  eight  days  among  the  iflands, 
Nicueffa  failed  for  Santa  Maria  ;  but  when  he 
arrived  at  the  landing  place,  he  found  many  of 
the  Spaniards  on  the  fhore,  one  of  whom,  in  the 
name  of  the  reft,  required  him  to  return  to  his 
own  government  at  Nombre  de  Dios.  This  was 
a  fhocking  affair  to  Nicueffa,  who  defired  they 
would  hear  him  ;  and  for  that  purpofe  went  on 
fhore  the  next  day,  when  the  people  attempted 
to  feize  him  ;  but  he  efcaped  by  Bight. 

Nunez  de  Balboa  now  interpofing,  to  pre- 
vent any  perfbnal  mifchief  happening  to  him, 
Nicueffa  intreated,  that  if  they  would  not  ac- 
cept of  him  as  their  governor,  he  might,  at  leaft, 
be  admitted  as  a  companion  ;  which  being  re- 
fufed,  he  begged  them  to  keep  him  as  a  pri- 
foner,  as  he  had  rather  die  there,  than  to  go  back 
to  ftarve  at  Nombre  de  Dios. 

But  notwithftanding  all  this,  they  forced  him, 
and  about  feventeen  of  his  men,  into  an  old 
rotten  bark,  and  ordered  them  to  go  back  to  the 
place  they  had  quitted,  on  pain  of  being  funk. 
There  is  no  doubt  but  they  endeavoured  to 
comply  with  this  cruel  order  ;  but  with  what 
fuccefs  is  not  known,  as  they  were  never  feen  any 
more. 

There  was,  however,  a  ftory  current  in  the 
Weft  Indies,  that  when  the  Spaniards  came  to 
fettle  themielves  in  Cuba,  they  found  this  in- 
fcription  cut  on  the  bark  of  a  large  tree  ;  "  Here 
the  unfortunate  Nicueffa  finifhed  his  miferies  and 
his  life  together." 


CHAP. 


II. 


Diego  Velafquez  fent  by  Diego  Columbus  to  plant  a  colony  in  Cuba  ;  a  defcriptipn  of  that  ifiand; 
difcoveries  made  on  the  continent  under  the  command  of  Diego  Velajquez,  by  his  lieutenant 
Hernandez  de  Cordova,  with  an  account  of  Cordova  s  hardjkips  and  misfortunes  tilt  his 
return  to  Cuba,  where  he  die;  ;  difcoveries  on  the  continent  made  by  Velafquez  under  'jch;i 
Grijalva  ;  they  land  en  the  ifiand  of  Cczumcl;  defeat  the  Indians  of  Pot onchan  ;  trade  with 
the  Mexicans  for  gold  ;  return  to  Cuba,  where  Grijalva  is  difgraced  by  Velajquez  for  pur- 
filing  his  orders  too  Jlriclly. 


TH  E  Admiral  Don  Diego  Columbus,  was 
very  much  cenfured  for  not  aflifting  the 
abovementioned  adventurers  to  the  ut- 
moft  of  his  power,  notwithftanding  that  the 
grants  given  them  were  in  violation  of  his  juft 
rights  ;  and  his  enemies  made  ufe  of  this  com- 
plaint to  his  prejudice  at  the  court  of  Spain, 
which  being  always  jealous  of  him,  readily  liften- 
ed  to  any  accufations  that  were  brought  againft 
him  :  of  which  Columbus  was  fo  fenfible,  that 
he  took  eveiy  poffible  method  to  fecure  to  him- 
felf thofe  countries,  to  which,  from  the  con- 
tract made  with  his  father,  he  had  juft  preten- 
tions. 

Columbus  having  learnt,  in  the  beginning  of 
the  year  151 1,  that  the  court  were  very  defirous 
of  planting  a  colony  on  the  ifiand  of  Cuba,  he 


was  refolved  to  be  beforehand  with  them,  and  to 
fend  a  number  of  men  thither,  under  the  com- 
mand of  a  perfon  on  whom  he  could  rely  -,  that 
having  a  lieutenant  there  of  his  own,  the  court 
might  have  no  pretence  for  granting  it  to  any 
new  adventurers  •,  as  they  had  done  that  part  of 
the  continent  which  his  father  had  difcovered, 
and  even  the  ifiand  of  Jamaica,  which,  how- 
ever, he  had  recovered. 

He  therefore  made  choice  of  James  Velafquez, 
who  was  the  richeft  and  moft  efteemed  of  all 
the  firft  inhabitants  of  Hifpaniola  ;  and  was  a 
man  of  great  experience  and  difcretion. 

It  may  be  here  proper  to  obferve  that  the  pro- 
vince of  Guatiaba,  lying  next  to  Cuba,  the  dis- 
tance between  the  two  points  being  but  eighteen 
leagues,  many  of  the  Indians  had  paffed  over 
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thither  in  their  canoes  :   arfel  5  the  reft,  a 

cacique  of  the  province  of  Guatiaba,  named 
Hatuey,  a  brave  and  difcrcet  man,  who  taking 
with  him  as  many  of  his  dependents  as  poffible, 
fettled  on  the  neareft  country,  known  by  the 
name  of  Mayci,  where  he  governed  the  inhabi- 
tants, treating  them  as  fubjetts,  but  not  as  (laves. 

Hatuey,  fearing  that  the  Spaniards  would 
fome  time  or  other  pafs  into  Cuba,  always  kept 
1'uies  in  Hifpaniola,  to  know  what  was  done 
there  ;  and  being  informed  of  Columbus's  de- 
iign,  he  afiembled  the  moft  warlike  of  his  peo- 
j)le,  and  putting  them  in  mind  of  their  many 
fufferings  under  the  Spaniards,  told  them  that 
they  committed  all  thele  outrages  for  the  fake  of 
a  "T»at  lord  they  were  very  fond  of,  and  which 
he  would  fhew  them  5  and  then  taking  fome 
gold  out  of  a  little  palm-tree  bafket,  added, 
"  This  is  the  lord  whom  they  ferve  j  him  they 
"  follow,  and  as  you  have  already  heard,  they 
"  are  coming  hither  only  to  feek  him  ;  therefore 
"  let  us  make  a  feftival,  and  dance  to  him,  that 
"  wlien  they  come,  he  may  command  them  to 
"  do  us  no  harm." 

Accordingly  they  began  to  fing  and  dance, 
for  their  dances,  as  in  Hifpaniola,  were  to  the 
muiick  of  their  tongs,  When  they  were  tired 
of  ringing  and  dancing,  Hatuey  bid  them  not 
keep  the  Lord  of  the  Chriftians  in  any  place 
whatibever,  for  though  they  fhould  hide  him  in 
their  very  bowels,  the  Spaniards  would  fetch 
him  out ;  and  therefore  adviied  them  to  throw 
him  into  the  river,  which  advice  was  immediate- 
ly followed. 

As  foon  as  it  was  known  in  Hifpaniola,  that 
Velafquez  was  going  to  eftabliih  a  colony  in 
Cuba,  a  number  of  people  refolved  to  accom- 
pany him,  and  three  hundred  perfons  affembling 
at  the  town  of  Salvatierra  de  la  Zavana,  at  the 
extremity  of  Hiipaniola,  they  embarked  on 
board  four  fhips  •,  and  failing  in  the  month  of 
November  151 1,  they  landed  at  a  port  called 
Palina,  in  the  territories  of  the  cacique  Hatuey, 
who  defended  himfelf  by  taking  advantage  of 
the  woods,  Where  the  Spaniards  could  not  make 
ufe  of  their  horfes. 

When  the  Spaniards  had  been  afnore  about 
two  months,  the  Indians  hid  themlelves  in  the 
thickelt  parts  of  the  forefts-j  but  when  the  Spa- 
niards law  any  of  them,  they  hunted  them  down, 
and  carried  them  to  Velafquez,  who  diftributed 
them  among  his  people,  not  as  (laves,  but  fer- 
vants. 

At  length  Hatuey  withdrew  into  the  mod  in- 
acceflible  places-,  but  after  much  time  .(pent,  he 
was  taken  with  great  difficulty,  and  carried  to 
Velafquez,  who  bafely  ordered  him  to  be  burnt 
alive  ;  whereupon  all  the  province  of  Mayci 
fubmitted  -,  none  of  them  daring  to  hold  out, 
after  fuch  an  example  of  feverity. 

The  Indians  being  quite  fupprefied,  Velafquez 
began  to  think  of  dividing  them  among  the  Spa- 
niards, as  Obando  had  done  by  thofe  in  Hiipa- 
niola :  and  to  this  purpofe  he  founded  a  town 
near  a  harbour  on  the  north  fide  of  the  idand, 
at  a  place  which  the  natives  called  Barracoa ; 
and  this  was  the  firft  Spaniih  colony  en  the 
ifland. 


When  it  was  known  at  Jamaica  that  Velafquez 
was  at  Cuba,  a  number  of  people  who  were  with 
Juan  de  Efquibel,  who  was  Columbus's  lieute- 
nant there,  afked  permidion  to  go  and  ferve  un- 
der him  ;  and,  among  the  red,  was  Pamphilo 
de  Narvaez,  with  a  company  of  thirty  archers  ; 
he  was  a  gentleman  born,  and  being  a  man  of 
genteel  appearance  and  behaviour,  was  well  re- 
ceived by  Velafquez,  who  gave  him  the  chief 
command,  next  himfelf,  and  fent  him  with  his 
thirty  men,  to  the  province  of  Bayamo,  a  fine 
open  county,  fifty  leagues  diftance  from  Barra- 
coa :  on  his  way  he  was  met  by  a  very  large  body 
of  the  Indians  ;  but  mounting  a  fine  mare  which 
he  had  brought  with  him,  the  natives  were  fo 
frighted  at  the  fight  of  the  bead,  and  at  the 
lound  of  the  bells,  which  were  then  a  part  of  the 
trappings  of  the  Spanidi  horfes,  that  they  fied 
with  the  utmoft  precipitation,  far  up  the  coun- 
try, leaving  none  behind  them  but  old  and  de- 
crepid  people. 

Velafquez  being  informed  of  this,  fent  a  de-' 
tachment  to  join  Narvaez,  by  which  means  that 
province  was  eafily  conquered. 

The  idand  of  Cuba,  is  upwards  of  eight  hun- 
dred miles  in  length  from  eaft  to  weft,  and  in 
mod:  places  about  feventy  broad.  It  is  fituated 
between  twenty  and  twenty-three  degrees  north 
latitude.  It  lies  about  feventy-five  miles  north  of 
Jamaica,  and  fifty  weft  of  Hifpaniola. 

On  the  eaftermoft  point  there  are  mountains 
of  a  very  confiderable  height,  which  extend 
ninety  Miles  ;  and  through  the  middle  is  a  ridge 
of  hills  from  eaft  to  weft,  from  which  very  fine 
rivers  abounding  in  fifh,  (which  go  up  from  the 
fea)  run  down,  both  on  the  north  and  fouth  fides, 
till  after  a  fhort  courfe,  they  difcharge  them- 
felves  into  the  fea. 

On  the  fouth  of  Cuba  are  a  vaft  number  of 
little  idands  to  which  Chriftopher  Columbus 
gave  the  name  of  the  Queen's  Garden,  and  there 
are  a  fmaller  number  on  the  north  fide,  which 
V e'aiquez  called  the  King's  Garden.  The  whole 
idand  or  Cuba  is  extremely  pleafant,  and  more 
temperate  than  Hiipaniola.  It  has  many  fine 
harbours,  particularly  on  the  fouth  fide,  more 
convenient  for  dfips  than  if  they  had  been  made 
by  art:  in  particular  that  of  St.  J  ago  in  the 
form  of  a  crofs,  and  that  of  Xaquas,  which  is 
fcarcely  to  be  matched  in  the  world,  the  fhips  pal- 
ling to  it  through  a  narrow  channel,  not  above 
a  crofs-bcw  fhot  (over,  and  then  turn  into  the 
open  part  of  it,  which  is  about  ten  leagues  in 
circumference,  and  where  there  are  three  fmall 
ida«ids,  fo  fituated,  that  fnips  being  faftened  to 
ftakes  fixed  in  them,  lie  fafe  under  fiielter  of  the 
mountains,  from  ail  the  winds  of  the  compafs. 
On  the  north  fide  there  are  alio  good  harbours, 
among  which,  that  now  called  the  Havannah, 
is  the  largeft. 

At  the  time  the  Spaniards  made  the  firft  de- 
fcent  upon  this  idand,  it  was  fo  covered  with 
woods  that  a  perfon  might  travel  near  two 
hundred  and  thirty  leagues  under  trees  of  feveral 
forts,  and  particularly  fweet  fcented  red  cedars, 
of  which  the  inhabitants  made  canoes,  large 
enough  to  hold  fifty  or  fixty  perfons.     Indian 
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corn  was  produced  here  in  greater  plenty  than 
in  any  other  part  of  the  weft  Indies  :  there  were 
alfo  ftorax  trees  in  great  abundance,  and  wild 
vines,  the  Items  of  which  were  as  thick  as  a 
man's  body. 

When  the  Spaniards  firft  came  on  the  ifland, 
it  was  ftocked  with  birds  in  great  plenty,  parti- 
cularly partridges,  flamingoes,  pigeons  and 
paroquets,  of  which  laft  there  were  inconceiv- 
able numbers,  which  when  young  were  reckon- 
ed fine  food :  there  were  few  land  animals 
except  a  kind  of  rabbits  like  thofe  of  Hifpaniola  ; 
but  there  was  plenty  of  lea  and  river  fifh,  par- 
ticularly turtle,  which  were  excellent  of  their 
kind. 

When  the  Spaniards  had  been  fome  time 
fettled  on  the  ifland,  they  found  confiderable 
quantities  of  gold  in  the  rivers,  fome  of  which 
was  very  pure,  but  for  the  moit  part,  it  was 
of  lefs  value  than  that  of  Hifpaniola  or  Porto 
Rico.  The  original  inhabitants  of  this  ifland, 
who  have  long  fince  fallen  a  facrince  to  Spanifh 
cruelty,  were  a  worthy  good  tempered  people, 
who  lived  in  towns  of  two  or  three  hundred 
houfes  each,  and  were  governed  by  caciques  : 
they  appeared  to  have  no  religion,  having 
neither  temples  nor  idols,  nor  making  facrifices, 
but  they  had  a  kind  of  conjuring  phyficians, 
called  Behiques,  who  perluaded  the  people 
that  they  held  communication  with  the  devil, 
from  whom  they  pretended  to  obtain  an  an- 
fwer  to  fuch  queftions  as  were  put  to  him. 

Velafquez  having  reduced  the  greateft  part 
of  the  ifland  of  Cuba,  and  planted  feveral  colonies 
upon  it,  began  to  think  of  acting  independent 
of  the  authority  of  Columbus,  by  whom  he  had 
been  lent  there. 

The  admiral,  who  was  by  this  time  recalled 
into  Spain,  oppofed  this  project  of  Velafquez, 
to  the  utmoft  of  his  power  ;  but  the  ingrati- 
tude of  that  court  was  fuch,  that  he  was  not 
able  to  carry  his  point  •,  for  though  Velafquez 
was  ftill  left  accountable  to  him  for  the  exer- 
cife  of  his  authority,  yet  he  was  not  allowed 
to  recall  him  without  the  King's  content  •,  which 
lb  well  anfwered  the  purpofe  of  Velafquez, 
that  he  refolved  to  execute,  without  far- 
ther delay,  a  project  which  he  had  long  me- 
ditated, of  fitting  out  fhips  for  making  dif- 
coveries* 

He  no  fooner  made  known  his  intentions, 
than  numbers  of  Spanifh  planters,  who  were 
grown  rich,  embraced  the  propofal,  and  offer- 
ed to  contribute  largely  towards  carrying  it 
into  execution  :  among  thofe  wiio  were  molt 
forward  on  his  occaiion,  was  Francis  Hernandez 
de  Cordova,  whofe  offers  being  accepted  by 
Velafquez,  he  fitted  out  two  fhips  and  a  brigan- 
tine,  and  taking  one  hundred  and  ten  foldiers 
on  board,  failed  from  the  Havannah  on  the 
eighth  of  February  1517. 

When  Cordova  had  been  twenty  one  days 
at  fea,  during  which  they  lay  by  in  the  night, 
they  faw  land,  and  difcovered  a  town  about 
two  leagues  from  the  coaft  :  and  as  they  drew 
nearer,  two  canoes  full  of  men  appeared,  whom 
the  Spaniards  haled ;  on  which  thirty  Indian 
went  on  board  Cordova's  fhip,  having  jackets 


without  fleeves,  and  pieces  of  cloths  wrapped 
about  their  wafte.  The  Spaniards  gave  them 
firings  of  beads,  and  treated  them  with  meat 
and  wine ;  after  which  the  Indians  departed, 
making  figns  that  they  would  return  the  next 
day,  with  more  canoes,  to  take  the  Spaniards 
on  fhore  •,  feeming  much  to  admire  the  fliips, 
the  men,  their  beard?,  cloaths,  arms  and  other 
things ;  and,  according  to  their  promife,  the 
Indians  returned  the  next  day,  with  twelve 
canoes,  in  one  of  which  was  the  cacique,  who 
invited  them  home  with  him  faying  "  Conez 
cotoche",    that  is  "  come  to  my  houfe." 

On  this  the  Spaniards  hoifted  out  their  boats,  and 
taking  their  arms,went  afhore,  where  a  prodigious 
multitude  of  the  inhabitants  waited  to  fee  them. 
The  cacique  ftill  prefled  them  to  go  to  his  houfe, 
and  at  laft  they  confented,  in  order  to  take  a 
view  of  the  country  •,  but  when  they  came  to 
a  wood,  the  cacique  gave  a  fignal,  on  which  a 
great  number  who  had  been  concealed,  rufhed 
out  on  the  Spaniards. 

They  were  dreffed  in  a  kind  of  armour 
made  of  quilted  cotton,  to  fecure  them  from  the 
arrows,  and  had  wooden  lwords  edged  with 
flint,  flings,  targets,  fpears,  bows,  and  arrows  : 
they  wore  plumes  of  feathers  on  their  heads, 
and  their  faces  were  painted  of  feveral  colours. 
Thefe  men  gave  a  hideous  fhout,  pouring  in 
at  the  fame  time  fuch  a  fhower  of  ftones  and 
arrows,  that  they  wounded  fifteen  Spaniards : 
after  which  they  fell  on  fword  in  hand,  and 
fought  with  great  refolution,  till  feeling  the  fharp- 
nefs  of  the  Spanifh  fwords,  they  fled  with  preci- 
pition,  many  of  them  being  wounded,  and 
leventeen  killed.  There  were  taken  in  this 
action  two  youths,  who  becoming  chnftians, 
were  baptized  by  the  names  of  Julian  and 
Melchior. 

The  battle  being  ended,  the  Spaniards  re- 
turned to  their  fliips,  plealed  at  having  found 
a  people  different  from  what  they  had  ieen  at 
other  places,  and  feen  things  different  from 
thofe  on  the  other  iflands  -,  particularly  houfes 
built  v/ith  ftone  and  lime,  which  had  not  been 
obferved  in  the  Weft  Indies  before  that  time. 
Cordova  now  failed  on  for  fifteen  days  along 
the  coaftj  and  then  entering  a  bay,  landed,  in 
order  to  take  in  frefh  water.  This  place  the 
Indians  called  Quimpeche,  from  whence  it  ob- 
tained the  name  of  Campeche. 

When  they  had  taken  in  their  water,  and 
were  ready  to  return  to  their  fhips,  fifty  Indians 
dreffed  in  -jackets,  with  large  cotton  cloths 
inftead  of  cloaks,  came,  and  enquired,  by  figns, 
whether  they  came  from  the  place  where  the 
fun-rifes  ;  and  conducted  them  to  fome  temples 
built  with  ftone,  where  the  Spaniards  obferved 
feveral  idols  of  various  ugly  lhapes,  with  blood 
frefh  fpilt  ;  and  from  one  of  thefe  temples 
came  ten  men  in  long  white  mantles,  having 
their  hair,  which  was  long  and  black,  twifted 
up  in  rolls  behind,  thefe  men  held  in  their  hands 
little  earthen  fire-pans,  into  which  they  caft  a 
gum,  and  then  perfuming  the  Spaniards,  bid 
them  depart  the  country  as  they  valued  their 
lives  :  on  which  they  retired  to  the  fea  fhore, 
and  immediately  embarked. 
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T  hev  now  failed  fix  days  along  the  coaft,  and 
then  lan-led  at  the  diftance  of  a  league  from  a 
town  c.iiled  Potonchan,  and  having  rilled  their 
cafks  with  water,  and  night  coming  on,  they  im- 
prudently refolved  to  ftay  on  fhore  :  but  in  the 
nio-ht  were  greatly  alarmed  by  the  Indians  •,  and 
at°break  of  day  found  that  they  were  entirely 
furrounded  by  a  great  army,  againft  which  they 
determined  to  make  the  bed  defence  they  were 
able. 

As  foon  as  it  was  broad  day  light  the  Indians 
encompafied  them,  and  poured  in  a  fiiower  of 
arrows,  darts  and  ftones,  by  which  about  eighty 
Spaniards  were  wounded,  among  whom  was  Cor- 
dova -,  but  at  length  the  Spaniards  rufhing  thro' 
the  enemy,  ran  '.owards  their  boats,  while  the 
Indians  purfued  them  with  dreadful  fhouts  and 
fcreamings. 

They  crouded  into  the  boats  fo  haftily,  that 
they  had  like  to  have  overfet  them,  and  io  eager 
were  the  Indians  to  attack  them  that  they  plung- 
ed into  the  water,  endeavouring  to  wound  them 
with  their  fear.;. 

The  Spaniards  had  forty-feven  men  killed  in 
this  action,  five  died  of  their  wounds  on  board 
the  fliip  .  and,  in  fhort,  every  man  of  them  was 
wounded,  except  one.  In  this  extremity  they 
refolved  to  burn  one  of  their  fhips  for  want  of 
hands,  and  to  return  to  Cuba. 

Having  been  obliged  in  the  hurry  to  leave 
their  cafks  afhore  at  Potonchan,  they  were  foon 
reduced  to  the  greateft  dittrefs  for  want  of  wa- 
ter •,  whereupon  fome  of  the  founder!  men  went 
on  fhore  with  jars  in  fearch  of  a  fupply,  but  could 
find  none  but  what  was  brackiflv,  on  which  they 
determined  to  (land. over  to  Florida,  where  one 
of  the  pilots  had  been  with  Ponce  de  Leon.  They 
here  landed  near  a  creek,  and  having  placed 
centinels  for  their  fecurity,  they  dug  pits,  and 
finding  good  water,  drank  fome,  and  wafhed 
linen  for  their  wounded  men  :  but  when  they 
were  about  to  return,  one  of  the  centinels  came 
running  and  crying  out,  "  to  fea,  to  fea,  the 
Indians  are  coming." 

They  now  law  great  numbers  of  canoes  row- 
ing down  the  creek,  filled  with  Indians  of  a 
large  and  robuit  appearance,  drefTed  in  deer-fkins 
and  armed  with  fpears,  fwords,  bows  and  arrows: 
and  thefe  landinsr,  difcharged  their  arrows  and 
wounded  fix  of  the  Spaniards-,  but  foon  feeling 
the  effects  of  the  crols-bows,  mufkets  and  fwords, 
they  hurried  back  to  their  canoes  ;  and  the  Spa- 
niards got  all  fafe  back  to  their  fhips,  except 
the  centinel  who  had  given  the  alarm,  who  was 
killed  by  the  Indians. 

The  people  on  board  were  fo  diftrefied  for  want 
of  water,  that  as  foon  as  they  came  to  the  fliip's 
fide,  a  foldier  leaped  into  the  boat,  and  feizing  a 
jar,  drank  fo  much  that  he  fwelled  and  died  in 
two  days  afterwards.  After  many  other  fufier- 
ings  they  arrived  at  the  Havannah,  from  whence 
Cordova  fent  an  account  of  his  voyage  to  Diego 
Velafquez,  and  died  in  ten  days  afterwards  of  the 
wounds  he  had  received. 

Velafquez  received  great  pleafure  from  Cor- 
dova's account  of  his  voyage,  and  notwithftand- 
ing  the  ill  fuccefs  of  this  adventurer,  determin- 
ed to  purfue  thefe  difcoveries  the  firlt  opportu- 
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nity  ;  taking  it  for  granted,  that  as  thefe  Indi- 
ans appeared  to  be  more  civilized  than  any  o- 
thers  they  had  met  with,  they  were  alfo  richer  ; 
and  as  foon  as  Velafquez's  fentiments  were 
known,  feveral  of  the  principal  inhabitants  of- 
fered him  their  alTiftance,  fo  that  he  was  foon 
able  to  fend  out  three  fhips  and  a  brigantine,  un- 
der the  command  of  John  Grijalva,  having  with 
him  the  captains  Alvaredo,  Montejo  and  d' 
Avila  ;  who  had  ft  rift  rders  to  make  all  the 
difcoveries  they  could,  but  not  attempt  a  fettle- 
men  t. 

They  failed  from  C  ba  on  the  eighth  of  May 
1518,  and  having  vifited  the  coaft  of  Florida, 
they  landed 'at  Cozumel,  where  feeing  no  in- 
habitants, except  two  old  men,  who  underftood 
the  language  of  Julian  and  Melchoir,  who  had 
been  taken  as  before  mentioned,  Grijalva  gave 
them  beads  and  looking-glafies,  and  fent  them 
in  fearch  of  their  cacique  ;  but  they  never  re- 
turned. 

"Whilft  they  waited  for  them,  came  a  young 
Indian  woman  of  Jamaica,  who  reported,  that 
two  years  before,  as  fhe  was  with  her  hufband, 
and  nine  other  men  in  a  canoe,  they  had  been 
driven  in  a  ftorm  to  Cozumel,  where  the  inha- 
bitants had  facrificed  all  the  men  to  their  idols  : 
at  this  woman's  earneft  requeit,  Grijalva  took  her 
with  him. 

Sailing  hence,  they  in  eight  days  arrived  on 
the  fhore  near  the  town  of  Potonchan,  where 
they  came  to  an  anchor  -,  which  being  perceived 
by  the  inhabitants,who  were  vain  of  having  dri- 
ven Cordova's  men  out  of  the  country,  they 
took  up  arms,  and  advanced  to  the  fhore,  to 
hinder  the  Spaniards  from  landing  ;  fhouting 
and  making  a  great  noife  with  their  trumpets 
and  kettle  drums,  and  running  into  the  water 
to  wound  the  Spaniards  with  their  fpears-,  but 
the  latter  were  no  fooner  landed,  than  rufhing 
upon  them,  fword  in  hand,  they  obliged  them 
to  give  way  ;  for  the  Spaniards  being  taught  by 
experience,  began  to  ufe  the  fame  fort  of  cotton 
jackets  as  the  Indians,  as  a  defenfive  armour  a- 
gainft  their  arrows  •,  yet  three  of  them  were  kil- 
led, and  fixty  wounded,  among  whom  was  GrijaL 
va,  who  was  (hot  with  three  arrows,  one  of  which 
broke  fome  of  his  teeth. 

By  this  time  the  boats,  with  the  remainder  of 
the  foldiers,  who  "had  been  left  on  board,  com- 
ing to  their  afliftance,  the  Indians  quitted  the 
field,  and  the  Spaniards  went  ro  the  town,  dref- 
led  the  wounded  men,  and  buried  the  dead  -,  but 
found  only  three  of  the  natives,  whom  Grijalva 
ufed  kindly,  and  gave  them  toys  to  induce  them 
to  prevail  on  the  inhabitants  to  come  back,  pro- 
mifing  not  to  hurt  them  ;  but  the  meflengers 
never  returned. 

They  now  embarked  again,  lying  by  every 
night,  to  avoid  falling  in  among  the  fiats  or 
rocks,  and  foon  difcovered  a  large  river,  which 
was  not  deep  enough  to  admit  the  two  largeft 
vefTels,  and  therefore  they  fent  up  the  two  fmal- 
ler  ones  and  their  boats  well  manned,  who  pro- 
ceeded wi'h  great  caution,  as  they  faw  many 
armed  Indians  in  canoes  along  the  fhore. 

The  natives  called  this  river  Tabafco,  but  the 
Spaniards  named  it  Rio  de  Grijalva,  in  compli- 
ment 
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ment  to  their  commander,  and  landed  at  a  grove 
of  pal  it:  trees  about  half  a  league  from  the  town. 
The  Indians  oblerving  the  Spaniards  land,  about 
fifty  cances,  full  of  armed  men,  moved  forward, 
and  then  flopped  at  a  final!  diftance  from  the , 
Spaniards  ;  on  which  the  latter  lent  Melchior 
and  Julian,  to  acquaint  them  that  they  only  came 
to  treat  about  affairs  which  would  give  them 
pleafure. 

On  this  four  cances  with  Indians  drew  nearer, 
when  Grijalva  ordered  his  interpreters  to  tell 
them,  thai  he  and  his  people  were  the  fubjecls 
of  a  great  king,  to  whom  mighty  princes  paid 
obedience,  and  that  it  was  realonable  they  alio 
fhould  fuhmit  to  him,becaufe  it  would  be  much 
to  their  advantage  •,  but  that  till  the  Spaniards 
could  explain  thefe  matters  more  particularly, 
they  expected  a  fupply  of  provifions. 

The  Indians,  in  anlwer  hereto,  faid,  that  they 
would  give  them  provifions,  but  that  they  had  a 
lord  of  their  own,  and  did  not  know  what  right 
ftrari'ge'rs  had  to  impofe  a  new  lord  upon  them  ; 
that  they  fhould  take  heed  how  they  made  war 
on  thern,  as  they  had  done  at  Potonchan  •,  for 
they  had  affembled  an  army  of  twenty-four  thou- 
fand  men  ;  that  they  knew  the  Spaniards  had 
killed  and  wounded  about  two  hundred  at  Po- 
tonchan ;  but  that  they  were  not  fo  weak  as 
thaie  people. 

They  concluded  by  faying,  that  they  were 
come  thither  to  know  their  will,  and  would  make 
a  faithful  report  of  what  they  faid  to  a  number 
of  very  great  men,  who  were  affembled  either  to 
treat  of  peace  or  commence  hoftilities.  Hereup- 
on Grijalva  gave  them  firings  of  beads,  looking 
glafles  and  other  things,  expreffed  his  peaceable 
intentions,  and  charged  them  to  bring  back  an 
anfwer,  becaufe  if  they  did  not,  he  fhould  pro- 
ceed to  the  town,  though  he  would  not  do  it  any 
harm. 

Grijalva  new  returned  to  his  fhips,  and  the 
meflenge.fs  having  informed  the  chiefs  of  what 
the  Spaniards  faid,  it  was  concluded  that  peace 
was  preferable  to  war  ;  on  which  they  immedi- 
ately fent  Indians  loaded  w-,h  rqafted  nfh,  poul- 
try, feveral  forts  of  fruit,  and  bread. 

Having  delivered  thefe  things,  they  laid  fome 
mats  on  the  ground,  and  placed  on  themaprefent 
for  Grijalva,  confuting  of  feveral  forts  of  beau- 
tiful feather  vsorks,  and  a  mafk  of  wood  ;  and 
then  informed  the  Spaniards  that  their  lord  would 
tome  and  pay  them  a  vifit  the  next  day. 

/<.  _'ieeabie  to  this  appointment  he  came,  at- 
tended by  a  number  of  his  people  unarmed,  and 
going  on  board  Grijalva's  fhip  without  the  lead 
fear,  that  commander  received  him  with  great 
reipect  ;  and  both  parties  being  feated,  they  be- 
gan a  dilloui  ie,  of  which  neither  of  them  un- 
derfiood  more  than  a  few  words  which  were  in- 
terpreted by  Julian  and  Melchior.  An  Indian 
had  attended  the  cacique  with  a  trunk,  out  of 
whkh  he  was  now  ordered  to  take  fome  plates  of 
1,  and  thin  boards  for  armour  covered  with 
the  lame  metaj.  Thefe  the  cacique  himfelf  tried 
upon  G.ljalva,  taking  off  fome,  and  putting  on 
Qther$,  tij  he  hajj  turnilhcd  him  with  a  corn- 
plea;  fuit  of  golden  armour,  chat  fitte  i  him  as 
well   as  if  it  had  been   made  for  him.     He  ai,b 


gave  him  feveral  curious  works'  in  gold  and  fea- 
thers. 

Grijalva,  in  return  for  thefe  prefents,  called 
for  a  little  fine  fhirr,  which  he  put  upon  the  ca- 
cique, as  he  did  alio  a  fine  great  coat  of  crimfon 
velvet  with  which  he  had  dreffed  himfelf  to  re- 
ceive his  vifiror.  He  then  put  on  his  feet  a  pair 
of  new  fhoes,  and  gave  him  fome  of  the  bed 
firings  of  beads,  fome  looking-glaffes,  fciffars, 
knives,  and  feveral  toys  made  of  tin  •,  and  dif- 
tributed  prefents  of  the  like  kind  among  his  at- 
tendants. What  the  cacique  gave  to  Gri]alva  was 
eiteemed  worth  three  thoufand  pieces  of  eight; 
and  among  the  reft  were  a  wooden  head-piece 
covered  with  thin  plates  of  gold,  and  three  or  four 
maiks,  fome  of  which  were  covered  with  ftones 
which  reiembled  emeralds  ;  the  fight  of  which 
valuable  commodities  made  the  Spaniards  eager 
to  fettle  in  a  country  which  produced  fo  much 
wealth. 

Grijalva  being  fenfible  that  the  Indians  were 
unwilling  that  he  fhould  remain  long  among 
them  proceeded  farther,  and  in  two  days  came 
to  a  town  called  Aqualunco,which  the  Spaniards 
named  La  Rambla,  the  inhabitants  of  which 
appearing  at  a  diftance  with  targets  of  tortoife- 
fnell  glittering  in  the  fun,  fome  of  the  Spaniards' 
imagined  they  were  of  pale  gold. 

Sailing  onwards,  the  Spaniards  difcovered  fe- 
veral rivers,  in  one  of  which  were  a  number  of 
Indians  waving  large  pieces  of  white  cloth  fatt- 
ened to  poles,  as  if  inviting  them  to  land  :  on 
which  Grijalva  ordered  captain  de  Montejo  to 
go  on  fhore  with  all  the  mufketeers  and  twenty 
other  foldiers  ;  and  that  in  cafe  the  Indians  ap- 
peared in  a  warlike  pofture,  he  fhould  give  no- 
tice of  it,  that  more  reople  might  be  fent  to 
him. 

It  may  be  proper  to  inform  the  reader  that  the 
country  on  the  coaft  of  which  they  now  were, 
was  a  province  of  the  great  empire  of  Mexico, 
and  that  Motezuma,who  was  then  on  the  throne, 
having  heard  of  the  exploits  of  the  Spaniards, 
and  of  the  pains  they  took  to  become  acquainted 
with  the  maritime  parts  of  his  empire,  began  to 
grow  jealous  of  their  proceedings,  and  defirous 
of  knowing  why  they  took  fo  much  pains  to  vifit 
countries  which  did  not  belong  to  them. 

To  procure  this  intelligence  he  had  given  di- 
rections to  the  governors  of  thefe  provinces  to 
entertain  thefe  itrangers  with  civility,  to  take 
all  opportunities  of  trading  with  them,  and  to 
lend  him,  from  time  to  time,  fuch  an  account 
of  their  motions  as  might  enable  him  to  judge 
what  opinion  he  ought  to  entertain  of  them.  It 
was  in  confequence  of  theie  inftructions  that  the 
Indians  had  waved  their  colours  as  abovementi- 
oned. 

Montejo  and  his  men  being  landed,  the  Mexi- 
cans gave  them  fowls,  bread,  and  fruit,  and 
burning  a  gum  in  little  fire-pans,  they  perfum- 
ed the  Spaniards  •,  of  this  friendly  reception 
Montejo  lent  immediate  advice  to  Grijalva;  on 
which  that  commander  came  clofe  in  with  his 
fhips,  landed,  and  prefer. ted  the  inhabitants  with 
fome  glafs  beads  and  necklaces.  He  was  treated 
with  the  utmoft  refpecl  by  the  emperor  of  Mexi- 
co's governor,  and   the  other  principal  people, 

who 
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who  ordered  the  Indians  to  bring  gold  to  barter, 
fo  that  in  the  fpace  of  fix  days  which  the  Spa- 
niards remained  here,  they  purchafed  gold  toys 
of  ieveral  fhapes  to  the  value  of  fifteen  thouland 
pieces  of  eight. 

Grijalva  made  preients  to  the  principal  peo- 
ple, and  then  taking  pofieffion  of  the  country 
for  the  king  of  Spain,  in  the  name  of  Diego  Ve- 
lafquez,  he  embarked  and  touched  at  feveral 
ifiands,  on  one  of  which  they  found  an  altar  on 
which  there  were  idols,  and  perceived  that  five 
men  had  been  jult  iacrificed,  their  breafts  being 
ripped  open,  their  legs  and  thighs  cut  off,  and 
the  walls  bloody  ;  and  on  another  ifland  Grijalva 
landed  with  thirty  foldiers,  where  he  found  a 
temple  in  which  were  feveral  idols,  and  four 
priefts  of  the  temple  drefied  in  long  black  man- 
tles with  hoods,  who  that  very  day  had  facrificed 
two  boys,  who  were  found  ripped  open,  and 
their  hearts  taken  out  :  thefe  circumftances  fil- 
led the  Spaniards  with  horror. 

This  ifland  was  called  Ulua,  but  Grijalva 
gave   it   the   name  of  St.  John   Baptiff,     fince 

ich  it  has  been  called  St.  John  de  Ulua,  to 
diftinguifh  it  from  St.  John  de  Porto  Rico. 

Here  Grijalva  Hayed  feven'days,  during  which 
he  bartered  for  a  fmall  quantity  of  gold,  and 
then  lent  Alverado  to  Velafquez,  with  all  the 
oold  and  other  things  which  he  had  obtained 
from  the  Indians,-  and  an  account  of  his  difco- 
ries. 

Velafquez  was  extremely  pleafed  with  the  ac- 
count he  received  ;  but  Alverado,  who  was 
always  defirous  of  fettling  a  colony,  gave  him  a 
difadvantageous  character  of  Grijalva,  who  had 
ferved  him  with  the  utmoft  fidelity,  and  punc- 
tually obeyed  the  orders  received  at  his  departure. 

Grijalva  confidering  that  his  orders  were  po- 
fitive  not  to  fettle,  now  coafted  along  in  fight 
of  the  mountains  bfTufpa,  and  then  failed  to 
the  mountains  of  the  river  Tonala,  where  he  ca- 
reened one  of  the  fhips  that  was  leaky  :  and 
while  the  people  were  thus  employed,  many 
Indians  came  to  them  from  a  town  at  a  league's 


diftance,  bringing  fowls,  bread,  and  other  provi- 
fions,  which  they  exchanged  for  Spanifh  toys  : 
and  the  news  of  this  traffic  being  fpread  abroad, 
others  came  from  Gua/acoallo,  and  other  neigh- 
bouring towns;  bringing  provifions,  fome  fmall 
plates  of  gold,  and  very  bright  copper  axes  with 
painted  handles  :  the  Spaniards,  miftaking  thefe 
axes  for  gold,  purchaied  fix  hundred  of  them, 
and  might  have  had  more,  for  the  Indians  were 
very  willing  to  part  with  them. 

While  they  remained  at  this  place,  a  foldier 
went  into  a  temple  that  flood  in  the  fields,  from 
whence,  among  other  things  he  took  the  facri- 
fici  g  knives,  and  fome  idols,  and  having  (tap- 
ped them  of  their  ornaments  of  gold,  to  the  va- 
lue of  ninety  pieces  of  eight,  he  delivered  them 
to  the  commander  in  chief ;  but  being  unable 
to  conceal  his  joy  at  obtaining  fuch  a  treafure, 
information  was  given  to  Grijalva  of  what  he 
had  done  ;  whereupon  every  thing  was  taken 
from  him,  but  afterwards  given  to  him  again, 
on  his  paying  the  king's  fifth. 

The  ihip  being  refitted,  they  failed  to  the  port 
of  Matancas  in  the  ifland  of  Cuba,  with  gold  to 
the  value  of  four  thoufand  pieces  of  eight,  be- 
fides  what  Alverado  had  carried  ;  but  on  their 
going  to  pay  the  king's  fifth  on  the  copper  axes, 
they  to  their  great  mortification,  found  them  rufty. 

At  this  place  Grijalva  received  a  letter  from 
Velafquez,  directing  him  to  haften  immediately 
to  St.  Jago,  and  to  tell  his  men  that  another 
fleet  was  fitting  out,  in  order  to  make  a  fettle- 
ment.  On  receiving  this  order  Grijalva  repaired 
to  St.  Jago  where  he  met  with  a  very  unfriendly 
reception  from  Velafquez,  who  was  weak  enough 
to  infult  him  for  having  obeyed  his  orders  ftricl:- 
ly  in  not  making  a  fettlement. 

In  anfwer  to  this  fcandalous  treatment,  Gri- 
jalva only  fhewed  the  inftrudtions  he  had  receiv- 
ed, which  Velafquez  looking  upon  as  an  affront 
offered  to  himfelf,  beftowed  the  command  of  the 
fleet  which  was  preparing,  on  Hernando  Cortes; 
the  particulars  of  whofe  celebrated  expedition, 
we  fhall  now  proceed  to  relate. 
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Velafquez,  governor  of  Cuba,  appoints  Hernando  Cortes  commander  in  chief  of  a  feet  for 
making  new  difcoveries  ;  he  departs  from  Cuba  ;  lands  in  the  if  and  of  Cozumel ;  demo'ifcs 
the  Indian  idols  ;  meets  with  a  captive  Spaniard;  extraordinary  flory  ofjerom  D'jlguilar  ; 
Cortes  fails  from  Cozumel }  enters  the  river  Grijaha  ;  lands  in  fpite  of  the  Jndians  ;  takes 
the  town  of  Tcbafca  ;  obtains  a  great  victory  ;  makes  peace  with  the  Indians  ;  receives 
Donna  Marina,  and  other  faves  as  a  prefent ;  embarks  to  continue  his  voyage  ;  gives 
audience  to  two  Mexican  officers  ;  fends  a  prefent  to  Motezuma,  and  receives  one  from  him  ; 
Motezuma  being  perplexed  by  Cortes' s  perfeverance,  fends  him  a  fecond  prefent  with  poftive 
orders  to  leave  the  coafl  ;   Cortes  artfu  ly  quiets  the  murmurs  of  his  people. 


E  V  ERAL  Spanifh  authors  have  written 
an  account  of  this  expedition;  but  we  fhall 
follow  that  of  the  learned  Antonio  de  Solis, 
not  only  as  he  is  the  moft  elegant  writer  on  the 
fubjecT:,  but  as  he  was  at  the  pains  to  confult 
original  papers,  and  to  collate  and  compare  the 
different  accounts,  by  which  he  has  removed 
fome  difficulties  that  occured  in  other  hiftories 
of  thi;  memorable  event. 

Hernando  Cortes  was  born  at  MeJelin,  a 
town  of  Eftremadura  in  Spain,  and  educated  for 
a  military  life.  His  parents  intended  to  have 
lent  him  to  Italy,  to  ferve  under  Gonfalvo  de 
Cordova  ;  but  juft  as  he  was  ready  to  embark  a 
dangerous  illnefs  prevented  that  expedition  ;  and 
afterwards  refolving  to  try  his  fortune  in  the 
Weft  Indies,  he  failed  thither  in  the  year  1504, 
with  letters  of  recommendation  to  Nicholas  de 
Obando,  who  was  his  kinfman,  and  at  that  time 
governor  of  Hilpaniola. 

Obando  received  him  in  a  very  friendly  man- 
ner ;  but  as  Hifpaniola  was  now  wholly  fubjec- 
ted  to  the  Spaniards  he  lbon  grew  tired  of  an  in- 
active lift,  and  obtained  leave  to  go  the  ifland 
of  Cuba,  where  the  war  was  ftill  carritd  on,  and 
where  he  %n;dized  his  valour  in  fuch  a  manner, 
that  he  was  choien  Alcaide,  or  chief  magiftrate 


of  the  town  of  St.  Jago,  an  employment'ufually 
conferred  on  thofe  who  had  diftinguifhed  them- 
felves  in  the  conqueft  of  thofe  countries. 

In  this  fituation  was  Cortes,  when  he  was 
made  choice  of  by  Velafquez,  governor  of  Cuba, 
as  a  proper  perfon  to  conduct  the  propofed  en- 
terprize  ■,  and  a  commiffion  was  immediately 
figned,  appointing  him  captain  general  of  the 
fleet,  and  of  the  countries  he  fhould  dilcover 
and  fubdue. 

As  foon  as  this  nomination  was  known,  it' 
was  refented  by  many  perfons  who  had  flattered 
themfelves  with  the  hope  of  obtaining  the  poft  \ 
and  in  particular  by  the  relations  of  Velafquez  : 
but  in  the  mean  time  Cortes  employed  his  own 
fortune,  and  all  the  money  he  could  borrow, 
in  the  purchafe  of  proviflons,  arms  and  ammu- 
nition, and  inlifted  foldiers  with  fuch  expedi- 
tion, that  in  a  few  days  above  three  hundred 
perfons  were  engaged.  Thefe,  together  with 
the  failors,  and  all  neceffaries,  being  embarked 
in  ten  vefiels,  from  eighty  to  one  hundred  tons 
each,  they  failed  frcm  the  Port  of  St.  Jago  de 
Cuba,  on  the  eighteenth  of  November,  151S, 
and  coafting  along  the  ifland,  arrived  in  a  few 
d.iys  at  the  port  of  La  Trinidad,  where  Cortes 
was  joined  by  fevecal  petfons  of  diftin.'lion,  who 
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determined  to  follow  his  fortunes :  but  he  had 
no  fooner  left  St.  Jago,  than  his  enemies  pre- 
vailed upon  Velafquez  to  revoke  his  commif- 
fion,  who  thereupon  difpatched  couriers  to 
La  Trinidad,  with  orders  for  the  alcalde  of 
that  place  to  difpoffefs  Cortes  of  the  com- 
mand :  but  Cortes  being  apprized  hereof, 
confulted  with  his  friends,  who  vehemently 
declared  that  they  would  (land  by  him  to  the 
lafl  extremity. 

On  this  Cortes  vifited  the  alcalde,  complain- 
ing of  the  governor's  behaviour,  and  alluring 
him  that  his  friends  were  fo  much  iiicenfed  at 
the  affront,  that  it  was  not  without  difficulty  they 
were  reftrained  from  committing  acts  of  vio- 
lence •,  and  he  tiled  fuch  other  arguments  to  fliew 
what  prejudice  his  majefty's  intefeft  would  fuffer 
from  the  execution  of  the  governor's  order,  that 
the  alcalde  was  convinced,  and  wrote  to  Velaf- 
quez, adviling  him  to  defift  from  his  purpofe  •, 
which  advice  was  backed  by  letters  from  Diego 
de  Ordaz  and  others,  who  enjoyed  ibme  degree 
of  the  governor's  favour. 

In  the  mean  time  Cortes  ftfolved  to  purfue 
his  voyage,  and  having  fent  Pedro  de  Alverado 
by  land,  with  a  party  of  foldiers  to  take  care  of 
the  liorfes,  and  raife  recruits  in  the  fettlements  ; 
he  failed  with  the  fleet  for  the  Havannah  ;  but  in 
the  night,  the  Capitana,  ih  which  lhip  Cortes 
embarked,  feperated  from  the  reff,  while  the 
other  vefftls  continued  their  courie  to  the  Ha- 
vannah,  where  Pedro  de  Barba,  the  governor 
under  Velafquez,  received  the  people  with  great 
kindnefs. 

They  remained  here  feverai  days,  without 
hearing  any  news  of  Cortes,  lb  that  they  conclud- 
ed he  was  loft,  and  were  proceeding  to  chufe 
another  commander,  when  the  election  was  hap- 
pily prevented  bv  his  fafe  arrival. 

Cortes  was  received  at  the  Havanriah,  with 
the  loud  acclamations  of  his  men,  and  treated 
with  the  utmeft  refpeel  by  the  governor  :  and 
during  the  few  days  he  remained  at  that  place, 
he  cleaned  and  proved  his  artillery,  ordered  a 
number  of  cotton  quilts  to  be  made  as  coats  of 
mail,  to  defend  his  people  from  the  'Indian  ar- 
rows j  exercifed  his  foldiers  in  the  ufe  of  their 
fire  arms  and  crofs-bows,  as  well  as  in  the  ma- 
nagement of  their  pikes,  and  taught  them  to 
form,  file  off,  attack  and  retreat,  according  to 
the  approved  practice  of  war  :  but  while  he  was 
thus  employed,  a  mefienger  arrived  with  dif- 
patches  to  the  governor  of  the  Havannah,  con- 
taining exprefs  orders  to  diveft  Cortes  of  his 
command,  and  fend  him  prifoner  to  St.  Jago, 
■under  a  ftrong  guard. 

Cortes  was  equally  fhocked  and  incenfed  at 
this  frefh  inftance  of  the  folly  and  infolence  of 
Velafquez,  which  fo  evidently  tended  to  the 
ruin  of  an  enterprize  in  which  he  and  his  friends 
had  embarked  their  whole  fortunes  :  and  there- 
fore he  refolved  to  provide  for  himfelf  and  make 
ufe  of  the  force  he  was  mafter  of,  if  he  found  it 
necefiary  :  he  took  the  precaution  of  explaining 
his  fituation  to  his  foldiers,  who  expreffed  the 
utmoft  indignation  againft  his  enemies,  and  raif- 
ed  fuch  a  tumult,  that  the  governor  of  the  Ha- 
Tannah  was  obliged  publicity  to  declare,  that 
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he  did  not  intend  to  execute  the  orders  he  had 
received  from  Velafquez,  which  he  looked  upon 
as  a  flagrant  piece  of  injuftice. 

The  tumult  being  thus  quelled,  and  aBrigan- 
tine  added  to  the  fleet,  Cortes  divided  his  men 
into  eleven  companies,  delivered  inftrudlions  to 
his  officers,  and  after  a  folemn  mafs,  at  which  all 
the  foldiers  affifted,  departed  from  the  Havan- 
nah on  the  tenth  of  February  15191  but  at  fun- 
fet  a  furious  ftorm  arofe,  which  put  the  whole 
fleet  into  diforder. 

Diego  de  Ordaz,  whofe  fidelity  Cortes  had  fuf- 
pedled,  had  been  fent  before  toGuanicanico,afet- 
tlement  on  the  other  fide  of  cape  St.  Antonio,  and 
a  little  before  the  ftorm  he  difpatched  Pedro  de 
Alverado  in  fearch  of  him,  with  orders  to  wait 
for  the  fleet  at  Cape  St.  Antonio  ±  but  Alverado 
finding  that  the  ftorm  had  driven  him  fo  far 
into  the  gulph  that  it  would  be  very  difficult  to 
weather  the  Cape,  fleered  for  Cozumel,  where 
he  landed  and  found  a  town  abandoned  by  the 
inhabitants,  who  had  fled  farther  into  the  country 
on  his  approach. 

Alverado,  whofe  enterprizing  difpofition  out- 
ran his  difcretion,  imagining  that  nothing  could 
fo  ill  become  a  foldier  as  inadlion,  ordered  his 
men  to  march  farther  into  the  ifland  :  and  at 
the  diftance  of  a  league  they  found  another 
town,  abandoned  like  the  firft,  and  here  the 
foldiers  feized  fome  provifions,  and  plundered 
an  idol  temple  of  its  ornamental  jewels,  and 
fome  inftruments  for  facrificing,  made  of  gold 
mixed  with  copper.  This  proceeding,  ren- 
dered it  more  difficult  to  gain  the  friendfhip 
and  afliftance  of  the  Indians,  and  therefore 
rather  hindered  than  promoted  the  fervice. 

Cortes  having  fent  another  veffel  with  di- 
rections to  Ordaz,  on  afuppofitionthat  Alverado 
had  been  prevented  by  the  florm,  arrived  with 
his  fleet  the  next  day ;  and  though  he  was  well 
pleafed  to  find  that  young  captain  in  fafety  at 
Cozumel,  he  publicly  reprimanded  him  for  his 
rafh  behaviour,  and  difmiffed  three  Indian 
prifoners  whom  he  had  taken,  after  having 
ordered  their  effects  to  be  reftored,  and  made 
them  fome  prefents  for  their  cacique,  in  token 
of  peace  and  friendfhip. 

The  Spaniards  continued  three  days  encamp- 
ed on  the  fea  fide,  during  which  they  were  muf- 
tered,  when  it  appeared  that  they  amounted  to 
five  hundred  and  eight  foldiers  and  officers, 
fixteen  horfe,  two  chaplains,  and  one  hundred 
and  nine  mariners  and  mechanics.  The  people 
being  affembled,  Cortes  addreffed  them  in  a 
fpeech,  in  which  he  endeavoured  to  animate 
them  with  courage,  by  the  promife  of  honour 
and  wealth  •,  fet  before  them  the  dangers  they 
muft  expect  to  encounter,  and  reprefented  in 
the  flrongeft  terms,  the  neceffity  of  obedience, 
unanimity  and  refolution. 

Cortes  had  no  fooner  finifhed  his  harangue, 
than  notice  was  brought  him,  that  confiderable 
numbers  of  unarmed  Indians  were  approaching, 
in  feverai  detached  parties ;  whereupon  he  drew 
up  his  men,  and  directed  them  to  prepare  them- 
felves  for  whatever  might  happen.  The  Indians 
having  approached  the  Spaniards,  continued 
without  motion  for  fome  time,  but  percieving 
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no  figns  of  hoftilities,  they  at  length  boldly  ad- 
vanced, and  entering  the  camp,  mingled  among 
the  foldiers,  in  the  moft  familiar  and  fearleis 
manner. 

The  principal  cacique  of  the  ifland,  attended 
by  a  numerous  retinue,  came  the  next  day  to 
vifit  Cortes,  who  received  him  in  the  moft 
refpectful  manner  :  and  while  they  converted 
by  means  of  an  interpreter,  one  of  the  Indians 
was  heard  to  pronounce  the  word  Castilla,  of 
which  Cortes  demanding  the  meaning,  was.  in- 
formed that  the  Indian  faid  the  Spaniards  re- 
fembled  lb  me  prifoners  in  Yucatan,  who  came 
from  a  country  called  Caftilla. 

Cortes  had  no  doubt  but  that  thefe  prifoners 
were  his  countrymen,  whom  he  determined  to 
let  at  liberty ;  and  talking  farther  on  the  fub- 
ie$f,  the  cacique  informed  him  that  they  were 
in  the  power  of  fome  Indians  of  the  higheft 
rank,  who  refided  at  Yucatan;  and  that  the 
moft  certain  and  expeditious  method  of  pro- 
curing their  liberty,  would  be  to  offer  a  ran- 
fom  -,&for  if  he  fhould  have  recourfe  to  arms, 
they  would  run  the  rift  of  being  murthered  by 
their  matters. 

In  ccniequence  of  this  advice,  Cortes  ordered 
Diego  de  Ordaz,  to  fail  to  the  coaft  of  Yuca- 
tan, with  a  letter  to  the  prifoners,  and  fome 
trifles  for  their  ranfom,  and  to  ftay  eight  days, 
within  which  time  the  Indians  whom  the  ca- 
cique fent  for  that  purpofe,  undertook  to  return 
with  an  anfwer. 

In  the  mean  time  Cortes  marched  with  his 
men  in  a  body  round  the  ifland,  in  order  to 
view  the  country,  and  keep  the  people  in  action. 
In  this  circuit  he  was  accompanied  by  the  ca- 
cique and  a  great  number  of  Indians,  who  fup- 
plied  him  provifions,  and  exchanged  gold  for 
glafs  beads,  of  which  they  were  fo  fond,  that 
they  believed  they  could  never  purchafe  them  at 
too  high  a  price. 

Not  far  from  the  coaft  they  found  the  tem- 
ple of  an  idol,  which  was  much  revered  by  the 
Indians  :  it  was  a  fqUare  ftone  building  of  a  to- 
lerable ftruclure  •,  and  the  idol,  which  was  called 
Cozumel,  appeared  in  the  figure  of  a  man 
of  a  moft  hideous  afpeft.  Here  was  a  great 
number  of  people,  liftening  very  attentively 
to  a  prieft,  who  was  drelled  in  a  kind  of 
ornament  that  fcarcely  covered  his  nakednefs, 
and  who  feemed  to  preach  with  great  eajneft- 

nefs. 

Cortes,  being  {hocked  at  the  abfurdity  of 
fuch  worfhip,  told  the  cacique  that  in  order 
to  prefcrve  the  friendfhip  fubfifting  between 
them,  it  would  be  ablblutely  neceffary  for  him 
to  abolifh  fuch  a  diabolical  religion,  and  pre- 
vail on  his  fubjects  to  follow  his  example.  The 
cacique  replied  that,  as  to  religion,  he  left  it 
wholly  to  the  priefts,  to  whom  he  begged  to 
communicate  the  affair  :  and  thefe  being  brought 
before  Cortes,  were  no  fooner  informed  of  ,the 
matter  in  debate,  than  one  of  them  began  with 
hideous  outcries  to  proteft  againft  thole  who 
fhould  be  lb  audacious  as  to  difturb  their  wor- 
lhip, denouncing  the  immediate  vengeance  of 
heaven  on  the  impious  innovators  •,  but  Cortes, 
without  paying  the  leaft  regard  to  his  menaces, 
immediately  ordered  all  the  idols  to  be  broke, 


and  all  the  temples  to  be  demolifhed,  except 
the  largeft,  which  he  preferved  entire,  and  hav- 
ing erected  a  neat  altar,  caufed  mafs  to  be  ce- 
lebrated in  it,  at  which  the  cacique  and  his  people 
attended,  with  marks  cf  aftonilhment,  rever- 
ence and  devotion. 

At  the  end  of  eight  days  Diego  de  Ordaz 
returned  from  Yucatan,  without  finding  the  . 
Caftillians  for  whom  he  was  lent,  and  without 
the  Indians,  who  had  not  returned  according 
to  their  promife  •,  whereupon  Cortes  fet  fail 
with  a  fair  wind,  but  one  of  the  fhips  fpringing 
a  leak,  he  was  obliged  to  return  to  the  Iiland 
the  fame  day. 

The  fhip  being  repaired,  they  were  upon  the 
point  of  reimbarking,  when  they  difcovered  a 
canoe,    croffmg   the   gulph  of  Yucatan,    and  . 
(landing   direcTly  towards   the  ifland.      Cortes 
'  perceiving  that  fhe  was  full  cf  armedlndians,  or- 
i  dered  Andrea  de  Tapia  to  lie  under  the  ihelter 
of  the  fhore,  near  the  place  to  which  they  row- 
ed ;  and  as  foon  as  they  landed,  he  got  between, 
them  and   the  canoe,  fo  as  to  cut  oft"  their  re- 
treat.    Four  men  had  landed  from   the  boat,  ; 
three  of  whom   were  about   to  run  away,  but 
the  fourth  bid  them  not  be  afraid,  and  advanc-  . 
ing  towards  the   Spaniards,    called   out  aloud 
in  the  Caftillian  tongue,  "  gentlemen,  I  am  a. 
chriftian."     On  this  Tapia  embraced  him  with 
joy  and  furorize,  and   attended  him  tp  Cortes,  . 
together  with  the  Indians,  who  were  the  very 
meflengers    left    by   Diego  de  Ordaz  on   the 
coaft  of  Yucatan. 

Cortes  carefled  the  firanger  extremely,  and 
having  given  orders  that  he  fhould  be  clcathed 
and  fed,  enquired  by  what  accidents  he  had  been 
reduced  to  that  condition  :  he  faid  that  his  name 
was  Jerom  de  Aguilar,  that  he  was  born  atEija, . 
where  he  had  received  deacon's  orders:  that, 
eight  years  before  this  deliverance,  he  had  been 
flupwrecked  near  Jamaica,  and  with  twenty  other 
perfons,  taking  to  the  boat,  had,  after  great  dif- 
treffes,  reached  the  fhore  of  Yucatan,  where  they 
fell  into  the  hands  of  a  cacique,  who  made  choice 
of  fix  of  the  fatteft  of  them  as  facrifices  to  his 
idols  ;  after  which  they  were  eaten  :  that  him- 
felf  and  his  companions  were  referved  for  a 
future  banquet,  to  prepare  them  for  which, 
they  were  fhut  up  in  a  wooden  cage,  and  fed 
with  dainties  •,  but  finding  means  to  efcape, 
they  fled  over  the  mountains,  and  fubfifte<4 
for  fome  time  on  what  the  herbs  and  trees  af- 
forded, till  they  arrived  in  the  dominions  of 
another  prince,  who  was  at  war  with  him  from 
whom  they  had  made  their  efcape :  That  moft 
of  his  companions  foon  died,  and  this  mafter 
proving  lefs  barbarous  than  the  former,  he  had 
the  happinefs,  after  fome  years  of  fervitude, 
to  acquire  fuch  a  degree  of  his  favour,  that  he 
gave  him  an  employment  near  his  perfon,  and 
honoured  him  with  his  confidence  ;  that  this 
cacique;  on  his  death  bed,  recommended 
him  to  his  fon,  under  whom  he  pollefTed 
the  fame  office  ;  and  in  a  war  with  the  neigh- 
bouring caciques,  had  fignalized  his  valour 
in  fuch  a  manner,  that  he  became  the  favourite 
both  of  the  prince  and  people :  and  therefore 
on  his  receiving  the  letter  from  Cortes,  he  ob- 
tained  his  liberty  as    the  reward  of  his  paft 
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fervices,  and  had  prefented  to  the  cacique,  as 
his  own  gift,  the  prefents  which  had  been  fent 
to  redeem  him. 

On  the  fourth  of  May  1519,  the  fleet  failed 
from  Cozumel,  and  doubling  the  point  of 
Catoche,  reached  the  river  of  Grijalva,  where 
the  good  treatment  which  the  Spaniards  had 
formerly  received  from  the  Indians  of  Tabafco, 
and  the  gold  brought  from  thence,  were  irre- 
iiftible  motives  for  their  landing  ;  Cortes  there- 
fore, leaving  the  larger  veficls  at  anchor,  em- 
barked his  foldiers  on  board  the  linailer,  and 
in  the  boats,  and  began  to  item  the  current, 
when  he  perceived  both  fides  of  the  river  co- 
vered with  canoes  full  of  armed  Indians,  (im- 
ported by  large  numbers  on  fhore  :  when  guef- 
fi.ng,  from  their  motions  and  horrible  outcries, 
that  their  intentions  were  of  a  hoftile  nature, 
he  fent  Aguilar  to  them  in  a  canoe  with  offers 
of  peace,  which  being  rejected,  he  determined 
to  chaitize  them  for  what  he  called  their  pre- 
fumption,  in  daring  to  defend  their  country: 
but  night  coming  en,  he  thought  proper  to 
fey  by  till  the  next  day,  and  in  the  mean  time 
he  ordered  all  his  foldiers  to  put  on  their  quilt- 
ed coats,  to  fecure  them  from  the  enemy's 
arrows,  to  remove  the  artillery  into  the  fmaller 
veffels,  and  to  make  the  neceffary  preparations 
for  an  engagement. 

At  the  break  of  day,  the  veffels  being  rang- 
ed in  the  figure  of  a  half  moon  ;  advanced 
(lowly   towards  the  enemy  ■,  when   Cortes  fent 
Aguilar  a  fecond  time,  with  proposals  of  peace 
and  friendfhip,  to   which  the  Indians  made  no 
anfwer,  but   giving  the  fignal  for  the  attack, 
rowed  down  with  great  expedition,  by  favour 
of  the  current,  till  they  were  near  enough  to 
ufe  their    arrows,  cf  which   they   difcharged 
fuch  a  number,  as  well  from  the  canoes  as  the 
banks  of  the  river,    that  the  Spaniards  were 
much  embarraffed  in  their  endeavours  to  cover 
themfelves :    having,    however,    fuftained  the 
firft  charge,    they  attacked  the  Indians  with 
liich  vigour,  that  the  canoes  quickly  left  the 
paffage  free. 

The  Spanifh  veffels  now  approached  the 
fhore,  and  the  men  endeavoured  to  land,  but 
the  place  being  marfhy,  and  covered  with  brarh- 
bles,  they  were  affaulted  by  a  number  of  Indians 
who  lay  in  ambufh  •,  but  Cortes  having  formed 
his  battalion  in  fight  of  the  enemy,  whofe  num- 
bers continually  increafed,  ordered  Alonzo  Da- 
vila  to  advance  through  the  wood  with  one  hun- 
dred foldiers,  and  take  poffeflion  of  the  town  of 
Tabafco,  which  was  near  the  place  of  action. 
This  officer  being  derached,  Cortes  attacked 
that  prodigious  multitude,  and  though  he  was 
cbliged  to  fight  up  to  his  knees  in  mud,  he  put 
the  Indians  to  flight,  who  having  by  this  time 
difcovered  the  march  of  Davila  againft  their 
town,  they  haftened  to  defend  it. 

Cortes  purfued  the  enemy  to  Tabafco,  but 
reached  it  before  Davila,  and  found  it  fortified 
with  large  trunks  of  trees,  fixed  in  the  ground 
like  palifadoes,  with  fpaces  between  them  for 
the  convenience  of  fhooting  arrows  :  and  at  the 
extremity  of  the  circle  one  line  covered  the  other, 
forming  a  narrow  winding  lane,  in  which  were 
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Cortes  being  joined  by  Davila,  vhci'c  march 
had  been  retarded  by  maiihcs  r.r.d  lakes,  gave 
inihuetions  for  breaking  down  the  palifadee--, 
and  drawing  his  fword,  led  his  men  on  to  the 
attack,  crying,  "  My  friends,  here  we  muft 
lodge  to  night."  Having  received  a  fhower  cf 
arrow  s  en  their  fhields,  they  advanced  to  the 
fortification,  and  difcharging  their  fire-arms  and 
crofs-brows  through  the  openings,  fcon  drove 
the  enemy  from  their  polls,  fo  as  to  be  at  liberty 
to  demoiifh  the  palifadoes ;  and  entering,'  found 
the  Indians  had  formed  banicadoes  in  the 
ftreets  ;  but  they  were  fo  embarrafied  by  their 
own  numbers,  that  their  refiftance  had  little 
effect.  They  made  their  hit  effort  in  a  wide 
fpace  in  the  center  of  the  town,  from  whence 
being  loon  repulfed,  they  fled  to  the  woods  in 
great  diforder  ;  but  Cortes  would  not  let  his 
men  purlue  them,  that  they  might  have  time  to 
refrefh  themfelves,  and  the  Indians  an  opportu- 
nity to  fue  for  peace. 

Thus  did  the  Spaniards  become  matters  o£ 
Tabafco,  which  was  well  flored  with  previfiens, 
though  the  natives  had  removed  their  families 
and  effects.  In  this  engagement  fourteen  or  fif- 
teen cf  the  Spaniards  were  wounded,  but  the 
lcf  of  the  Indians  was  very  confidera-ble.  The 
troops  were  lodged  that  night  in  three  temples, 
and  the  next  day  the  country  appeared  quite  de- 
ferted,  there  net  being  the  leaft  fign  of  an  ene- 
my :  but  Cortes  began  to  be  fufpicicus  of  this 
ftiilnefs,  and  his  apprehenf  ens  were  confirmed 
on  learning  that  Melchior  his  interpreter,  one  cf 
the  Indians  taken  by  Cordova,  had  left  his 
cloaths  hanging  on  a  tree,  and  deferted  to  the 
Indians  that  very  night. 

Hereupon,  Cortes  fent  Pedro  de  Alverado, 
and  Franciico  de  Lugo  with  one  hundred  men 
each,  to  view  the  country,  and  with  orflers  to 
retire  if  they  faw  any  army  in  the  field  ;  but 
after  an  hour's  march,  de  Lugo  fell  into  an  am- 
bufcade,  and  was  attacked  en  all  fides  with  fuch 
fury,  that  he  was  obliged  to  form  his  imail  com- 
pany into  a  hollow  i'quare,  and  the  enemy  dill 
increafing,  he  muft  have  been  overpowered  by 
numbers,  had  not  Alverado  heard  the  report  cr 
the  fire  arms,  and  haflened  to  his  alfiftance,  after 
having  fent  an  Indian  of  Cuba  to  apprize  Cortes 
cf  this  event. 

Alverado  perceiving,  as  he  advanced,  the 
diftrefs  of  de  Lugo,  whole  people  were  now 
quite  fatigued,  fell  upon  the  enemy  with  fuch 
refolution,  that  they  fled  with  the  utmoft  preci- 
pitation ;  but  fcon  recovering  their  furprize, 
they  formed  again  to  obftruct  the  retreat  or  the 
two  captains,  who  being  joined,  and  having  en- 
joyed a  little  breathing  time,  cut  their  way  thro* 
a  vaft  multitude  of  the  Indians,  whofe  motion 
refembled  the  rolling  cfthe  waves  of  the  lea. 
At  length  Cortes  appeared  at  adiitance,  march* 
ing  to  their  relief  •,  whereupen  the  Indiana  dif- 
perfed,  leaving  the  Spaniards,  who  had  two  men 
killed  snd  nine  wounded,  in  pofiefiion  of  the 
the  field. . 

Cortes  now  ordered  Jercm  de  Aguilar  to  exa- 
mine  feperately  fome  priicners  that  were  taken, 
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and  they  agreed  in  declaring  that  all  the  caciques 
of  the  neighbouring;  countries  were  marching  to 
the  affiftance  ot  the  inhabitants  of  Tabaico,  aad 
that  a  very  powerful  army  would  take  the  field 
next  day,  to  deftroy  the  Spaniards  at  once.  In 
confequence  of  this  intelligence  Cortes  called  a 
council  of  his  captains,  and  demanded  their  ad- 
vice i  having  firft  reprefented  the  weaknefs  and 
ignorance  of  the  enemy,  and  the  ill  confequence 
of  turning  their  backs  upon  them,  which  would 
be  fuch  a  difgrace  as  would  prevent  all  their 
future  conquefts. 

The  officers  unanimoufly  agreeing  that  it  was 
necefiary  to  fubdue  thefe  people  •,  Cortes  ordered 
the  wounded  men  to  be  carried  on  board,  the 
horfes  to  be  landed,  the  artillery  to  be  in  readi- 
nefs,  and  every  thing  prepared  for  a  decifive 
battle,  againit  the  next  morning. 

At  day  break  the  men  heard  mafs,  and  Cortes 
giving  the  command  of  the  infantry  to  Diego  de 
Ordaz,  he  and  the  other  commanders  mounted 
on  horfeback  and  marched  with  the  artillery, 
which,  from  the  ground  being  boggy  and  une- 
ven, proceeded  very  flowly,  till  arriving  at  a 
place  called  Cinthla,  about  the  diftance  of  a 
league  from  their  quarters,  they  defcried  the 
Indian  army,  which  was  io  numerous  and  ex- 
tenfive,  as  to  cover  the  country  as  tar  as  the  eye 
could  reach. 

As  the  art  of  war  is  nearly  the  fame  in  all  the 
nations  of  New  Spain,  it  may  be  proper  to  ex- 
plain the  Indian  manner  of  marching  and  engag- 
ing, by  which  the  reader  may  form  fome  idea 
of  their  appearance  through  the  whole  of  this 
conqueft.  Their  principal  weapons  were  bows 
and  arrows,  the  bow  ftnngs  being  made  of  the 
finews  of  beafts  or  thongs  of  decr-fkin  twifted, 
aud  the  arrows  headed  with  fifh  bones  :  they 
ufed  alfo  a  kind  of  javelins,  which  they  fome- 
times  threw,  and  fometimes  managed  as  a  pike  ; 
likewife  long  two-handed  wooden  fwords,  edged 
with  iharp  flints  :  fome  of  the  ftrongeft  of  them 
had  clubs  pointed  with  flints,  and  there  were 
(lingers  who  threw  ftcnes  with  great  force  and 
dexterity. 

Their  defenfive  armour,  which  was  worn  by 
none  but  commanders  and  peribns  of  diftinction 
confifted  of  quilted  cotton  coats,  breait  plates, 
and  fhields  of  wood  or  tortoifefhell,  adorned 
with  plates  of  metal.  The  reft  of  the  people 
were  naked,  only  having  plumes  of  feathers  on 
their  heads,  to  make  them  look  taller  than  they 
really  were  ;  and  all  of  them  had  their  faces  and 
bodies  painted  of  various  colours,  in  order  to 
ftrike  terror  into  their  enemies.  Their  warlike 
inftruments  were  pipes  made  of  large  canes,  fea 
fhells,  and  drums  made  of  the  bark  of  a  tree 
holloweJ,  which  being  beaten  with  a  ftick,  yielded 
a  very  difagreeable  ibund.  Their  battalions 
were  formed  without  order,  out  they  had  bodies 
of  referve  to  aniwer  all  emergencies,  and  they 
made  their  attacks  with  great  fury,  and  horrid 
outcries,  with  which  they  thought  to  intimidate 
their  enemies  •,  it  is  true  they  were  divided  into 
companies  commanded  by  their  refpective  offi- 
cers, who  could  not  however,  govern  them  in 
an  engagement,  when  they  were  animated  only 
by  rage  or  defpair,  and  were  confequently  equal- 
ly eager  to  engage  or  to  run  away. 


Such  was  the  army,  or  rather  inundation  of  In- 
dians that  now  poured  down  upon  the  Spaniards, 
whom  Cortes  ported  under  the  Ihelter  of  a  rifing 
ground  that  covered  the  rear,  and  having  placed 
his  artillery  to  the  greateft  advantage,  he  ad- 
vanced with  his  fifteen  horfe  to  a  wood,  from 
whence  he  intended  to  fally,  and  attack  the  ene- 
my in  the  flank. 

The  Indians  having  advanced  within  a  proper 
diftance  discharged  their  arrows,  and  then  at- 
tacked with  fuch  exoeditious  furv,  that  the 
Spaniards,  finding  their  guns  and  crois  bows  un- 
able to  flop  them,  had  recourfe  to  their  fwords, 
and  as  the  enemy  prefled  on,  the  artillery  deftroy- 
edthem  by  whole  companies:  yet  they  continued 
to  fight  with  the  moft  obftinate  bravery,  conceal- 
ing the  damage  they  fuftained,  by  clofing  as  foon 
as  the  ball  was  paft,  and  drowning  by  their  out- 
cries the  groans  of  the  wounded. 

Diego  de  Ordaz  behaved  with  great  courage  and 
conduct ;  but  fuch  were  the  numbers  of  the  ene- 
my, that  he  could  fcarcely  keep  his  ground,  when 
Cortes  with  his  fifteen  horfe,  rufhing  fuddenlv 
from  the  wood,  broke  through  the  thickeft  of 
their  battalions,  doing  infinite  execution  among 
the  Indians,  who  feeling  themleives  wounded 
and  trampled  on  by  fuch  dreadful  animals,  threw 
down  their  arms  and  Med  in  the  utmoft  diibrder. 

Diego  de  Ordaz  being  loon  apprized  of  what 
was  going  forward  from  the  weak  refiftance  cf 
the  enemy's  van,  which  now  began  to  turn  their 
backs,  advanced  with  his  infantry,  and  charged 
this  huge  body  with  fuch  refolution,  that  he  com- 
pelled them  to  retire,  and  forced  his  way  to  the 
place  where  Cones  and  his  captains  had  difperfed 
the  enemy,  who  now  retreated,  making  a  run- 
ning fight,  but  the  Spaniards  ftill  purfuing  them, 
they  at  length  fled  in  the  utmoft  confufion,  leav- 
ing above  eight  hundred  dead  on  the  fpot,  while 
the  Spaniards,  in  obtaining  this  victory  over  forty 
thouland  Indians,  had  oniy  leventy  men  wound- 
ed and  two  killed. 

On  the  next  day  Cortes  ordered  two  or  three 
Indian  officers,  who  were  prifoners,  to  be  brought 
before  him,  and  perceiving  by  their  looks  that 
they  were  under  great  apprehenfions,  received 
them  courteoufiy,  told  them  he  knew  how  to 
conquer  and  to  forgive,  and  making  them  fome 
trifling  prefents,  fet  them  at  libertv. 

This  piece  of  humanity  had  lb  good  an  effect, 
that  in  a  few  hours  leveral  of  the  natives  came 
to  the  Spaniards,  loaded  with  Indian  corn,  fowls 
and  other  provifions,  as  a  prefent  from  the  prin- , 
cipal  cacique  of  Tabaico,  who  made  propoials 
of  peace  by  thefe  meffengers ;  but  Jerom  de 
Aguilar  remarking  that  thefe  were  mean  peo- 
ple, Cortes,  though  very  defirous  of  peace,  would 
not  admit  them  to  his  prefence,  but  lent  them 
back  to  the  cacique,  with  a  mefTage  importing 
that  if  he  defired  his  friendfhip,  he  mult  fend 
perfons  of  greater  confequence  to  lolicit  it. 
The  Indian  chief,  feeing  his  error,  fent,  the 
next  day,  thirty  of  his  principal  people,  adorn- 
ed with  plumes  and  jewels,  who  carried  the 
Spanifh  general  another  prefent  of  the  fame 
kind. 

On   this  occafion,    Cortes,    laying  afide  his 
natural  affability  put  on  a  fevere  and  item  look ; 
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and  being  attended  by  his  officers,  gave  au- 
dience to  thefe  ambafladors,  who,  advancing 
towards  him  in  the  moil  fubmimve  manner, 
perfumed  him  with  incenfe,  apologized  for  the 
war,  and  iued  for  peace  in  the  mod  enrneft 
manner.  The  general  remarked  that  he  had 
fufficient  caufe  to  be  offended,  but  condefcend- 
ing  to  grant  their  requefl,  gave  them  a  few  bau- 
bles as  a  token  of  his  friendfhip  ;  on  which 
they  departed,  well  pleafed  that  their  negotia- 
tion had  met  with  fuch  fuccefs. 

After  this  Cortes  was  vifited  by  the  cacique, 
attended  by  a  numerous  train  of  officers,  and 
followed  by  aprefent  of  cotton  cloth,  plumes  of 
feveral  colours  and  fome  pieces  of  gold  of  exqui- 
fite  workmanfhip.  The  general  received  him  with 
open  arms,  and  they  made  mutual  proteftations 
of  inviolable  friertdfhip  :  the  Spanifh  captains 
treated  the  Indians  of  diftinclion,  and  the  day 
was  lpent  in  the  utmoft  harmony.  At  partino- 
the  cacique  promifed  another  vifit,  and  ordered 
his  fubjecls  to  return  with  their  families  to 
Tabafeo,  and  maintain  a  Uriel  friendfhip  with 
the  Spaniards.  The  next  day  the  cacique 
waited  on  Cortes  with  a  prefent  of  twenty  In- 
dian women,  who  were  fkilled  in  making  bread 
of  Indian  corn,  and  dreffing  provifions  :  among 
thefe  women  was  one  of  extraordinary  beauty, 
who  was  afterwards  baptized  by  the  name  of 
Marina,  became  Cortes's  miftrefs,  and  was  very 
ferviceable  in  the  conqueil  of  Mexico. 

The  pilots  now  preffing  the  departure  of  the 
fleet,  they  fet  fail  for  Mexico  on  Palm  Sunday, 
and  coafted  along  to  the  weftward  till  Thurfday, 
when  they  arrived  at  St.  John  de  Ulua,  and 
had  no  looner  come  to  an  anchor  between  the 
ifland  and  the  main,  than  they  faw  two  large 
canoes  called  Piraguas,  coming  towards  the 
ffiips,  with  Indians  in  them  from  the  neigh- 
bouring coaft  •,  and  on  their  nearer  approach, 
began  to  ipeak  in  a  language  which  Aguiiar 
did  not  underftand  ;  a  circumftance  that  much 
chagrined  Cortes,  who  forefaw  that  the  want 
of  an  interpreter  would  greatly  impede  the 
fuccefs  of  his  enterprize  ;  but  Marina  feeina 
that  Ccrtes  was  uneafy,  and  p;ueffing  the  caufe^- 
told  Aguiiar  in  the  Yucatan  'tonguef  that  thofe 
people  fpoke  the  Mexican  language,  and  defired 
audience  of  the  general,  on  the  part  of  the  go- 
vernor of  that  province  :  and  Cortes,  rejoiced 
to  find  that  fhe  underftood  their  meaning,  de- 
fired them  to  come  on  board  and  deliver  their 
mefTage. 

Marina  was  the  daughter  of  a  cacique  of  one 
of  the  provinces  fubjeft  to  the  emperor  of 
Mexico,  but  had  when  young  been  carried  away 
to  a  Mexican  garrifon,  on  the  confines  of 
Yucatan,  where  fhe  learnt  the  language  of  that 
people,  after  which,  by  fome  misfortune,  fhe 
became  a  flave  to  the  cacique  of  Tabafeo,  who 
preiented  her  to  Cortes  as  abovementioned. 
As  Marina  was  yet  unacquainted  with  the 
Spanifh  language,  fhe  interpreted  what  the 
Mexicans  laid  in  the  Yucatan  tongue  to 
Aguiiar,  and  he  imparted  it  to  Cortes  in  the 
Caftilian.  By  means  of  this  double  interpre- 
tation, Cortes  learnt  that  Pilpatoe  the  gover- 
nor, andTuetile  the  captain  general  of  that  pro- 
vince, had  fent  to  know  his  intention  in  corn- 
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ing  upon  that  coaft.  Cortes  having  treated 
them  with  a  Spanifh  collation,  and  given  them 
fome  few  baubles,  told  them  he  came  as  a  friend, 
and  would  meet  the  two  governors,  to  treat  of 
matters  of  great  importance  to  their  prince  and 
the  whole  empire. 

The  Spaniards  landed  the  next  morning, 
being  Good  Friday,  and  having  got  the  hories 
and  artillery  on  fhore,  Cortes  ordered  the 
foldiers  to  cut  fafcines  and  fortify  their  camp, 
within  which  they  built  a  number  of  huts  to 
fhelter  them  from  the  prodigious  heat  of  the 
fun  ;  and  in  a  fhort  time  they  were  all  under 
cover,  for  Tuetile  fent  to  their  affiilance  many 
of  the  Indians,  who  were  of  great  fervice  in 
cutting  flakes,  and  interweaving  them  with 
boughs.  They  likewife  brought  cotton  cloths, 
to  cover  the  tents  erecled  for  the  officers,  and 
fupplied  the  Spaniards  with  plenty  of  pro- 
vifions :  but  notwithflanding  this  appearance 
of  friend  fliip,  Cortes  kept  himfelf  upon  his 
guard,  and  planted  his  artillery  in  the  moft  ad- 
vantageous manner. 

On  Eafter  Sunday  Pilpatoe  and  Tuetile,  at- 
tended by  a  great  retinue,  paid  a  vifit  to  Cortes, 
who  received  them  with  equal  flate,  furround- 
ed  by  his  officers  and  foldiers.  After  the  firft 
compliments,  he  conducted  them  to  a  large 
hut,  which  ferved  as  a  chapel,  and  the  hour  of 
divine  fervice  approaching,  he  told  them  by 
his  interpreters,  that  before  he  acquainted  them 
with  the  defign  of  his  voyage,  it  was  fit  that 
he  fhould  obey  the  duties  of  his  religion,  and 
pray  to  the  God  of  all  other  gods  for  fuccefs  to 
his  propofal. 

After  the  worfhip,  at  which  the  Indians  at- 
tended with  afronifhment,  they  returned  to  the 
general's  quarters,  where  a  fplendid  dinner  was 
•  provided,  after  which,  Cortes,  by  his'  interpre- 
ters, told  them  that  his  bufinefs  was  to  treat  with 
the  emperor  Motezuma,  on  the  part  of  Don 
Carlos  of  Auftria,  monarch  of  the  eafc,  on  mat- 
ters of  great  importance,  refpecling  his  own  wel- 
fare and  that  of  his  fubjecls  ;  for  which  reafori 
it  was  neceffary  that  he  fhould  be  introduced  to 
the  emperor,  with  all  the  refpeel  due  to  the 
greatnels  of  the  king  his  mafler. 

On  hearing  this  declaration  Cortes's  guefts  ap- 
peared to  be  greatly  alarmed,  and  before  they 
made  any  reply  ordered  their  people  to  bring  in 
a  prefent  of  provifions,  fine  cloths,  feathers°  of 
various  colours,  and  a  large  box,  containing  fe- 
veral pieces  of  gold  curioufly  wrought :  then, 
addreffing_  Cortes,  Tuetile  begged  he°would  ac- 
cept that  fmall  prefent  from  two  of  Motezuma's 
flaves,  who  were  commanded  to  entertain  fuch. 
ftrangers  as  landed  upon  his  coaft  :  but  intreated 
him  not  to  think  of  profecuting  their  defign,  for 
it  would  be  no  eafy  matter  to  fpeak  with  their 
prince.  Cortes,  anfwered  warmly,  that  minifters. 
ought  not  to  advife  in  fuch  cafes  >  and  that  it 
was  their  bufinefs  to  inform  Motezuma  of  his  ar- 
rival and  his  determined  refolution  to  fee  him. 

Ailonifhed  and  confounded  at   this  boldnefs, 
the  Indian  chiefs  intreated  Cortes  to  remain  in , 
his  quarters,  till  the  return  of  a  meflenger  from  . 
Motezuma  ;  promifing  in  the  mean  time  to  fup- 
ply  him  with  proper  necefiaries  for  the  fupport 
of  his  people. 

During 
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During  this  conference  fome Mexican  painters, 
whom  Tuetile  had  brought  with  him,  were  dili- 
gently employed  in  drawing  upon  cotton  cloths, 
the  mips,  lbldiers,  arms,  artillery  and  horfes,  by 
way  of  giving  Motezuma  an  idea  of  what  feemed 
too  extraordinary  to  be  deicribed  by  words  •,  and 
to  render  their  defcription  more  intelligible,  cer- 
tain characters  were  placed  in  different  parts, 
which  feemed  to  explain  the  pictures,  which 
were  not  at  all  contemptible  cither  for  colouring 
or  defign. 

Cortes  obferving  their  work,  remarked  that 
thofe  images  wanted  action  to  exprefs  the  valour 
of  his  foldiers,  and  therefore,  telling  Tuetile  and 
Pilpatoe  that  he  would  entertain  them  after  the 
manner  of  his  country,  lie  ordered  his  men  to  be 
exercifed  and  the  artillery  loaded,  while  he  and 
his  captains,  mounting  their  horfes,  maintained 
a  mock  fight,  to  the  altonifbment  of  the  Indians, 
who  feeing  fuch  llately  animals  fo  obedient  to 
their  riders,  thought  there  muft  be  fomething  | 
fupernatiiral  in  thofe  who  could  manage  them 
with  fuch  eafe  and  dexterity  •,  but  when,  upon  a 
fignal  given,  firft  the mufkets  were  fired,  and  then 
the  artillery  difcharged,  they  were  fo  confounded 
and  aftoniihed,  that  fome  fell  down  on  the 
ground,  others  fled  precipitately,  and  thofe  who 
had  moft  preience  of  mind,  were  fixed  to  the 
ipot  with  terror  and  admiration. 

Cortes  now  endeavoured  to  difpel  their  fears, 
by  telling  them  that  thefe  were  only  military  di- 
verfions ;  upon  which  the  painters  began  to  re- 
prefent  the  Spaniards  drawn  up  in  ranks,  the 
attitudes  of  the  horfes,  and  the  fire  and  fmoke 
iffuing  from  the  mouth  of  the  cannon  :  while 
Cortes  returned  to  his  tent  with  his  vifitors, 
where  he  gave  them  fome  fmall  Spanifh  jewels, 
and  prepared  a  prefent  for  Motezuma,  confift- 
ing  of  a  tapeftry  chair,  feveral  looking  glaffes,  a 
hoiland  Hurt,  and  a  cap  of  crimfon  velvet  adorn- 
ed with  a  gold  medal. 

Tuetile  and  Pilpatoe,  feemingly  well  pleafed 
with  their  entertainment,  now  took  their  leave  ; 
but  retiring  only  to  a  fmall  diftance,  converted 
together  for  fome  time,  and  came  to  an  agree- 
ment that  Pilpatoe  fhould  remain  in  that  place 
to  watch  the  motions  of  the  ftrangers  ;  and  im- 
mediately the  men  began  to  build  huts,  fo  that 
in  a  few  hours  a  confiderable  village  was  erec- 
ted -,  but  left  this  proceeding  fhould  give  offence, 
he  fent  to  inform  Cortes  that  his  reafon  for  flay- 
ing there,  was,  that  he  might  be  at  hand  to  pro- 
vide for  his  entertainment,  and  fupply  his  troops 
with  provifions. 

Although  Cortes  fufpected  their  real  intention, 
he  took  no  notice  of  his  fufpicions,  and  they 
were  extremely  punctual  in  fupplying  him  with 
all  neceffaries.  In  the  interim  Tuetile  repaired 
to  his  own  houfe,  from  whence  he  difpatched 
rriefTengers  to  Motezuma,  with  Cortes's  prefent, 
the  pictures  which  had  been  drawn  by  his  order, 
and  a  full  account  of  all  that  had  happened. 

Motezuma  was  provided  with  a  great  num- 
ber of  couriers,  distributed  along  the  prin- 
cipal roads  of  the  kingdom,  and  thefe  were 
choien  from  among  the  fwiftett  of  the  In- 
dians, who  were  bred  up  to  that  occupation 
from  their  childhood  ;  rewards  were  allotted  out 
of  the  public  creafury  to  thofe  who  firft  arrived 


at  the  appointed  place.  Thefe  couriers  were 
relieved  at  every  town  •,  fo  that  all  difpatches 
were  carried  with  the  utmoft  expedition,  as  is 
evident  from  the  prefent  inftance,  an  anfwer 
being  received  from  Mexico  in  feven  days,  tho* 
the  diftance  from  that  city  to  Juan  de  Ulua 
amounts  to  full  fixty  leagues. 

Motezuma's  mefiage  to  Cortes  was  brought 
to  the  Spanifh  quarters  by  Teutile,  together 
with  a  prefent  from  that  prince,  which  was  car- 
ried by  one  hundred  Indians,  and  confifted  of 
very  fine  cotton  robes  -,  a  number  of  curiofities 
made  of  feathers,  fo  artificially  difpofed  as  to 
reprefent  natural  objects  in  the  moft  lively  man- 
ner ;  great  numbers  of  bows,  arrows  and  tar- 
gets •,  a  large  plate  of  emboffed  gold  reprefenting 
the  fun  ;  another  of  filver  with  the  figure  of  the 
moon -,  and  a  confiderable  quantity  of  precious 
ftones,  collars  of  gold,  rings,  pendants  and  other 
ornaments  of  the  fame  metal,  of  moft  exquilite 
workmanfhip. 

Thefe  articles  being  difplayed  in  order,  upori 
matts  of  palm  tree  leaves,  Tuetile  addrefTed 
Cortes,  and  informed  him,  that  the  great  em- 
peror Motezuma  had  lint  him  thofe  things  in 
return  for  his  prefent,  and  as  a  tellimony  of 
his  regard  for  the  King  his  fovereign  ;  but  that 
it  was  neither  convenient  nor  poffible  at  that  time 
to  admit  him  to  his  court. 

Cortes  received  the  prefent  in  the  moft  re- 
fpectful  manner,  and  anfwered  in  a  refolute 
tone,  that  though  he  was  unwilling  to  be  want- 
ing in  obedience  to  Motezuma,  he  could  not  dif- 
honour  his  own  fovereign,  by  returning  without 
having  fulfilled  his  orders  ;  and  therefore  muft 
ablblutely  infift  on  being  admitted  to  an  au- 
dience. After  this  he  difmitfed  them,  with, 
another  prefent,  promifing  to  wait  a  certain  time 
for  Motezuma's  anfwer,  and  alluring  them  he 
fhould  be  very  unwilling  to  advance  farther  with- 
out his  permiffion. 

In  this  interval  Cortes  ordered  Francifco  de 
Montejo,  to  cruize  for  ten  days  along  the 
coaft  with  two  vefl'els,  to  take  a  view  of  the 
towns  without  landing,  and  to  lock  out  for 
fome  harbour,  where  the  fhips  might  be  bet- 
ter fheltered  from  the  winds  than  in  their  pre- 
fent fituation. 

Cortes's  perfeverance  in  his  demand  greatly  in- 
cenfed  Motezuma,  who  in  the  firft  tranfports 
of  his  paffion,  was  for  immediately  deftroying 
the  inlblent  ftrangers  who  prefumed  to  difpute 
his  will  •,  but  when  his  rage  fubfided,  it  was 
fucceeded  by  forrow  and  confternation  :  he  held 
private  councils  with  his  minifters  •,  public  fa- 
crifices  were  made  in  the  temples  ;  and  in  all 
his  behaviour  he  difcovered  fuch  evident  marks 
of  difturbance  and  confufion,  that  the  people 
began  to  talk  without  referve  of  the  approach- 
ing ruin  of  the  empire  •,  and  of  the  figns  and 
prefages  by  which  it  was  forefeen. 

At  this  time  Mexico  was  in  the  zenith  of  its 
glory,  comprehending  a  prodigious  extent  of 
country,  governed  either  by  Motezuma  in 
perfon,  or  many  petty  caciques  or  kings  who 
were  tributary  to  him  :  It  extended  from  eaft 
to  weft  fifteen  hundred  miles,  and  in  fome 
places  was  fix  hundred  broad  from  north  to 
louth  -,  the  whole  being  fertile,  rich  and  popu- 
lous. 
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lous.  This  empire,  from  a  very  fmall  begin- 
ning, had  rifen  to  fuch  a  pitch  of  power  and 
oreatneis  in  little  more  than  one  hundred  and 
thirty  years,  during  which  the  Mexicans  had 
fubdued  all  their  neighbours.  At  firll  they 
were  governed  by  a  military  chief,  but  in  the 
progrefs  of  their  conquefts  they  chofe  a  King, 
and  always  gave  the  preference  to  him  who 
had  the  greateft  reputation  for  valour,  without 
paying  any  farther  regard  to  hereditary  fuccef- 
lion,  than  that  of  preferring  thofe  of  the  royal 
family,  when  they  were  not  excelled  by  the 
merit  of  any  other  competitor. 

Motezuma,  the  fecond  of  that  name,  and  the 
eleventh  emperor  of  Mexico,  was  of  the  blood 
royal,  and  in  his  youth  had  fignalized  himfelf 
in  war,  lb  as  to  acquire  the  reputation  of  a 
valiant  commander  ;  which,  together  with  his 
exerting  the  arts  of  popularity,  occafioned  his 
being  unanimoufly  elected  lbvereign.  When 
Cortes  arrived  on  the  coaft  he  had  reigned 
fourteen  years,  and  is  laid  to  have  been  one  of 
the  greateft  tyrants  recorded  in  hiftory. 

He  palled  the  laft  twelvemonth  in  great  fear 
and  anxiety  ;  for  immediately  after  Juan  de  Gri- 
jalva's  expedition,  he  was  terrified  with  prodigies 
which  were  iuppofed  to  prefage  the  ruin  of  his 
empire.  A  dreadful  comet  appeared  in  the 
night  •,  the  lake  of  Mexico  overflowed  its  banks, 
though  the  weather  was  calm  and  dry  •,  and  the 
people  imagined  that  they  heard  frighful  voices 
in  the  air,  foretelling  the  downfall  of  the  mo- 
narchy. 

Thefe  figns  and  portents,  fome  of  which,  per- 
haps, were  invented  or  magnified,  made  deep 
impreflions  on  the  mind  of  Motezuma,  and  dil- 
mayed  his  counfellors  to  fuch  a  degree,  that 
when  the  fecond  meffage  arrived  from  Cortes, 
they  concluded  themfelves  undone,  and  were 
diftradted  in  their  opinions.  Some  propofed 
that  the  ftrangers  fhould  be  treated  as  enemies, 
imagining  that  the  portents  were  lent  as  warnings 
to  prevent  their  deftruction,  by  putting  them 
upon  theif  guard  •,  while  others  thought  the 
Spaniards  ought  to  be  received  with  reverence 
and  refpecl,  as  creatures  of  a  higher  fpecies,  who 
had  already  given  fuch  dreadful  proofs  of  invin- 
cible courage  and  power,  fupported  by  the 
thunder  and  lightening  of  heaven. 

Motezuma,  having  heard  their  debates,  re- 
folved  to  purfue  a  middle  courfe,  by  fending 
another  prefent  to  Cortes,  with  orders  to  leave 
the  coaft  ;  and  in  cafe  of  his  refufal,  to  affemble 
a  numerous  army,  and  act  againft  him  with  all 
his  power. 

While  the  court  of  Mexico  was  employed  in 
thefe  deliberations,  Francifco  de  Montejo,  whom 
Cortes  had  fent  to  view  the  coaft,  returned  from 
his  cruize,  having  found,  at  the  diftance  of  fome 
leagues,  a  town  called  Quiabiflan,  fituated  in  a 
ferule  foil,  well  cultivated,  near  a  bay  where  the 
fiiips  could  ride  in  fafety  ;  and  Cortes  began  to 
think  of  removing  to  that  place,  when  his  inten- 
tion was  fulpended  by  the  arrival  of  Tuetile  and 
the  principal  captains,  who  advanced  towards 
him  with  their  little  perfuming  pans,  and  after 
the  ceremony  of  fumigation,  produced  Mote- 
zuma's  fecond  prefent,  being  things  of  the  fame 


kind  as  the  firft,  but  in  fmaller  quantity,  toge- 
ther with  three  green  ftones  like  emeralds,  to  be 
prefented  to  the  king  of  Spain  as  jewels  of  im- 
menfe  value. 

Thefe  articles  were  delivered  with  pofitive  or- 
ders to  Cortes  and  his  followers  to  depart  with- 
out delay  ;  but  that  officer  ftill  infifting  that  he 
would  fee  Motezuma  in  perfon,  Tuetile  ftarted 
tip  with  marks  of  anger  and  confufion,  and  told 
him  that  their  fovereign  had  hitherto  treated  him 
as  a  gueft,  but  it  would  be  his  own  fault  if  he 
was  ufed  as  an  enemy :  fo  faying,  he  departed 
haftily,  without  waiting  for  an  anfwer. 

In  confequence  of  this  abrupt  departure, 
Cortes  ordered  the  guards  to  be  doubled,  and 
the  next  day  had  the  mortification  to  find  that 
thofe  who  ufed  to  fupply  them  with  provifions 
were  gone,  and  not  an  Indian  was  to  be  feen  in 
all  the  country.  The  fear  of  want  foon  produc- 
ed diffatisfaction  among  the  foldiers,  which  was 
fomented  by  fome  who  were  friends  of  Velafquez, 
who  infinuated  that  Cortes  had,  from  meer  am- 
bition, purlued  a  rafh  defign,  which  would  cer- 
tainly end  in  the  deftru&ion  of  himfelf  and  all 
his  followers,  unlefs  they  fhould  return  to  Cuba, 
to  refit  the  fleet,  and  reinforce  the  army,  fo  as 
to  render  it  lefs  unequal  to  fuch  an  important 
undertaking. 

Cortes  was  not  ignorant  of  their  murmurs, 
but  being  informed  by  his  friends  that  the  majo- 
rity were  on  his  fide,  he  appeared  before  the 
malecontents  ;  when  Diego  de  Ordaz,  in  the 
name  of  his  companions  warmly  remonftrated, 
that  as  their  force  was  by  no  means  proportion- 
ed to  the  defign  of  fubduing  a  mighty  empire,  it 
was  high  time  to  return  to  Cuba,  where  they 
might  be  reinforced  by  Velafquez,  whofe  pro- 
vince it  was  to  take  proper  meafures  for  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  an  enterprize  of  fo  much  importance. 

Cortes,  though  greatly  provoked  at  this  ad- 
drefs,  replied  with  the  utmoft  compofure,  that 
thofe  who  complained  muft  be  weary  of  good 
fortune  ;  witnefs  their  fuccefs  at  Cozumel,  and 
their  victory  at  Tabafco ;  but  that  he  had  no  in- 
clination to  put  the  leaft  conftraint  upon  his 
foldiers,  and  as  they  refufed  to  proceed,  he  would 
prepare  for  their  return  to  Cuba,  without  lofs  of 
time. 

Having  made  this  declaration,  he  ordered  the 
captains  to  embark  with  their  refpeftive  compa- 
nies, and  hold  themfelves  in  readinefs  to  fail  the 
next  morning  :  but  thefe  orders  were  no  fooner 
known,  than  his  emiflaries,  according  to  direc- 
tions he  had  given  them,  began  to  exclaim  with, 
great  warmth,  that  Cortes  had  deceived  them 
by  pretending  that  he  was  refolved  to  make  a 
fettlement  in  that  country,  which  he  was  now 
going  to  defert,  notwithftanding  their  unexpect- 
ed fuccefs  :  that  if  he  had  a  mind  to  abandon 
the  enterprize,  he  and  his  party  might  retire, 
and  they  would  foon  find  another  gentleman 
willing  to  take  the  command  upon  him. 

Thefe  infinuations  were  fo  artfully  thrown 
out,  as  to  bring  over  many  of  thofe  who  had 
efpoufed  the  contrary  party,  and  the  clamour 
increafed  to  that  degree,  that  fome  of  Cortes's 
friends  were  obliged  to  interpofe,  to  quell  the 
difturbance  they  themfelves  had  raifed.     They 
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applauded  the  refolution  of  thefe  men,  and  with- 
out giving  them  time  to  cool,  led  them  directly 
to  Cortes,  to  whom  they  repreiented  in  high 
terms,  that  the  foldiers  were  ready  to  mutiny, 
on  account  of  the  order  for  reimbarkation, 
which  they  imagined  to  be  contrary  to  the  ad- 
vice of  their  captains,  and  was  altogether  un- 
worthy of  Spanifh  courage,  which  no  dangers  or 
difficulties  ought  to  overcome. 

Cortes  was  enraptured  at  the  fuccefs  of  the 


expedient,  but  concealed  his  joy,  and  coolly  re- 
plied, that  he  had  been  mifinformed*  for  that 
he  was  told  all  the  men  exclaimed  againft  the 
expedition ;  but  that  he  would  proceed  with 
iuch  as  were  willing,  and  immediately  provide  a 
fliip  for  tranfporting  to  Cuba  thoie  who  were 
unwilling  to  follow  his  fortune.  This  anfwer 
was  received  with  loud  acclamations,  and  the 
difcontented  party,  either  changed  their  fenti- 
ments,  or  carefully  difguifed  them. 


CHAP. 


II. 


Cortes  makes  afettlement,  which  he  calls  Villa  Rica  de  la  Vera  Cruz  ;  fends  th? flips  round  to 
Quiabiflan,  and  begins  his  march  thither  ;  enters  Zempoalla,  and  makes  an  alliance  with  the 
cacique  ;  proceeds  to  ^uiabijlan  ;  feizes  Motezuma's  commifjaries  ;  forms  a  fir ong  confederacy 
of  the  Indian  caciques ;  builds  the  town  of  Vera  Cruz  ;  receives  an  embajjyfrom  Motezuma  -, 
Cortes  makes  an  expedition  to  Zimpazingo  ;  demolijhes  the  idols  of  Ze?npoalla,  and  converts 
the  temple  into  a  church  ;  returns  to  Vera  Cruz  ;  a  con/piracy  formed  againjl  Cortes,  who 
orders  his  fhips  to  be  funk  ;  he  begins  his  march  for  Mexico  ;  remains  fome  days  at  Zocothlan 
and  Xacazingo  ;  fends  ambajjadors  to  Tlafcala. 


HE  difturbance 


among  the  foldiers  was 


np 

no  fooner  quelled,  than  Cortes  was  vifit- 
ed  by  five  deputies  from  the  cacique  of 
Zempoalla,  with  offers  of  the  friendfhip  and 
alliance  of  their  mailer  ;  which  he  readily  em- 
braced, and  was  not  a  little  pleafed  at  hearing 
that  the  Zempoallans,  though  tributary  to  Mo- 
tezuma, deteited  that  prince  for  his  cruelty  and 
pride.  He  therefore  received  the  deputies  in 
a  very  friendly  manner  gave  them  prefents  at  part- 
ing, and  madeprofefiions  of  his  friend  (hip  for  the 
cacique,  whom  he  promiied  to  vifit  in  his  way 
to  Quiabiflan. 

In  the  mean  time  Cortes,  with  a  view  to 
divert  himfelf  of  his  uneafy  dependence  upon 
Velafquez,  laid,  in  concert  with  his  friends, 
the  plan  of  a  corporation  to  be  eftabliihed  fome- 
where  on  this  continent  >  and  feveral  perfons 
being  chofen  to  fill  the  offices  of  government, 
they  appointed  a  clerk  of  the  council,  and 
other  inferior  officers,  and  having  taken  the 
cuftomary  oath,  to  act  according  to  the  rules 
of  juftice  and  their  duty  to  God  and  the  King, 
they  began  to  exercife  their  functions,  and 
called  their  new  fettlement  by  the  name  of  Villa 
Rica  de  la  Vera  Cruz. 

The  council  being  aflembled  the  next  morn- 
ing, Cortes  defired  admittance,  and  having 
paid  his  refpedts  to  the  Magiftracy,  gave  his 
reafans  for  being  difTatified  with  the  commiffion 
under  which  he  acted,  and  declared  his  refolu- 
tion of  refigning  his  command  into  their  hands, 
that,  as  representatives  of  his  Majefty,  they 
might  proceed  to  the  election  of  a  new  leader. 
He  then  laid  on  the  table  the  commiffion  he  had 
received  from  Velafquez  •,  killed  the  truncheon, 
and  delivering  it  to  the  alcaldes,  returned  to  his 
.  habitation  in  the  capacity  of  a  private  man. 

The  council,  agreeable  to  a  preconcerted 
plan,  unanimoufly  admitted  of  his  resignation  ; 
but  immediately  voted  that  he  fhould  be  ap- 


pointed general  of  the  army,  in  confequence  of 
a  new  commiffion  to  be  made  out  by  them  in 
the  King's  name,  to  be  in  force  till  his  Ma- 
jeity's  pleafure  Ihould  be  known. 

The  people  were  now  called  together  by  a 
public  crier,  and  made  acquainted  with  Cortes's 
refignation,  and  the  determination  of  the  coun- 
cil :  at  which  they  teftified  the  higheftjoy,  and 
immediately  proceeded  to  Cortes's  quarters,with 
the  alcaides  and  regidores,  who  acquainted  him 
that  the  town  of  Villa  Rica  had,  in  the  name  of 
Don  Carlos  King  of  Spain,  and  with  the  con- 
fent  and  approbation  of  the  inhabitants  in  full 
council,  chofen  and  appointed  him  general  of 
the  army  in  New  Spain  •,  and,  in  cale  it  were 
neceflary,  they  required  and  commanded  him  to 
take  upon  him  that  office,  for  the  fervice  of  his 
Majefty,  and  the  welfare  of  the  public. 

Cortes  accepted  the  command  with  great  re- 
fpect,  and  began  to  govern  the  foldiers  with  a 
kind  of  authority  that  fecured  their  obedience  :. 
but  the  friends  of  Velafquez,  unable  to  conceal 
their  vexation,  refented  this  alteration  in  a  very 
imprudent  manner  :  they  denied  the  authority 
of  the  council ;  openly  inveighed  againft  the 
ambition  of  Cortes ;  talked  with  contempt  of 
thofe  who  adhered  to  his  intereft ;  and  began  to 
kindle  a  flame  of  difiention,  that  leemed  to  * 
portend  the  ruin  of  the  expedition. 

Hereupon  Cortes  ordered  Diego  de  Ordaz, 
Pedro  Eicudero,  and  Juan  Velafquez  de  Leon, 
to  be  publicly  feized,  carried  on  board  the 
fhips,  and  put  in  irons :  and  perceiving  that 
this  proceeding  terrified  the  foldiers,  he  farther 
declared  he  would  punifh  them  with  death,  as 
difturbers  of  the  public  peace,  and  promoters  of 
fedition.  He  continued  to  affecl:  all  this  fcverity 
for  feveral  days,  during  which  he  would  fuffer 
no  perfons  to  vifit  the  prifoners  •,  but  at  length 
fome  of  their  friends  were  admitted  to  them, 
and  among  the  reft  fome  of  Cortes's  confidents, 
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who  found  means  to  reduce  them  to  reafon  : 
whereupon  Cortes  fuffered  himfelf  to  be  pacifi- 
ed, and  fo  entirely  conciliated  their  affections, 
that,  thenceforward,  they  llood  by  him  with 
unifiaken  fidelity  and  zeal. 

Cortes  now  ordered  the  fhips  to  fail  for  the 
bay  of  Quiabifian,  to  which  place  he  intended 
to  march  by  land  ;  and  accordingly  fetting  out, 
he,  in  a  few  hours,  reached  the  river  of  Zem- 
poalla, which  the  foldiefs  pafled  in  canoes  and 
other  veflels  which  they  found  on  the  fhore,  the 
horfes  being  obliged  to  fwim.  Soon  afterwards 
they  arrived  at  fume  houfes  inthediftrict  of  Zem- 
poalla, which  they  found  entirely  abandoned 
and  unfurnifhed  ;  but  the  natives  had  left  in 
their  temples  feveral  idols,  with  fome  knives 
made  of  flint,  and  fome  miferable  remains  of 
human  victims.  Here  likewife  they  faw  three 
or  four  Mexican  books,  made  of  thin  varnifhed 
cloth  folded  in  leaves,  upon  which  were  painted 
hieroglyphics  and  characters,  iuppofed  to  explain 
the  rites  of  their  religion. 

The  Spaniards  having  placed  proper  guards, 
took  up  their  lodgings  in  thefe  empty  houfes, 
and  the  next  day  continuing  their  march,  faw 
not  one  perfon  during  the  morning  ;  but  at 
length  entering  fome  very  delightful  meadows, 
they  were  met  by  twelve  Indians  loaded  with 
fowls  and  bread,  as  apreferit  to  Cortes  from  the 
cacique  of  Zempoalla,  who  invited  him  to  his 
town,  where  he  had  provided  quarters  for  the 
foldiers.  Six  of  thefe  Indians  Cortes  fent  back 
to  their  chief,  with  thanks  for  his  hofpitality, 
and  kept  the  other  fix  as  guides  to  the  town, 
which  they  informed  him  was  at  the  diftance  of 
a  day's  journey. 

They  halted  that  night  at  a  fmall  village, 
where  they  were  kindly  entertained,  and  in  the 
morning  marched  onwards  for  Zempoalla,  fol- 
lowing their  guides  with  the  utmoft  caution,  for 
Cortes  ftill  doubted  the  finceritv  of  the  Indians. 
In  the  evening,  as  they  approached  the  town, 
they  were  met  by  twenty  Indians,  who  came  to 
welcome  Cortes,  with  an  apology  from  the  caci- 
que, who  was  prevented  from  coming  by  a  na- 
tural infirmity.  Zempoalla  was  a  large  city, 
fituated  between  two  rivers,  and  affording  an 
agreeable  profpect  :  the  walls  of  the  houfes  were 
whitened  with  a  bright  fhining  lime,  which  ex- 

•i    •  •  • 

hibited  fuch  a  noble  view  at  a  diftance,  that  one 
of  the  fcouts  returned  in  hafte  to  Cortes,  crying 
aloud  that  the  walls  were  of  filver. 

On  their  entering  the  city,  they  found  the 
fquares  and  ftreets  filled  with  prodigious  mul- 
titudes, and  the  cacique  appeared  at  the  gate  of 
his  palace,  fupported  by  fome  of  his  nobles,  for 
he  was  fo  extremely  fat,  that  he  could  neither 
ftand  nor  move  without  great  difficulty.  He  wore 
pendants  in  his  ears  and  lips,  and  was  covered 
with  a  mantle  of  fine  Cotton  adorned  with  vari- 
ous jewels  •,  and  when  he  was  brought  forwards 
his  appearance  was  fo  clumfy  and  uncouth,  that 
the  foldiers  could  with  difficulty  maintain  that 
gravity  which  is  the  characteriftic  of  the  Spanifh 
nation.  He  welcomed  Cortes  and  his  captains  in 
fuch  fenfible  terms  as  created  refpect,  and  hav- 
ing defired  them  to  repofe  after  their  journey, 
told  Cortes  he  would  vifit  him  at  his  lodgings, 
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when  they  would  converfe  more  at  leifure  about 
their  mutual  intereft. 

The  troops  immediately  departed  to  the  quar- 
ters which  had  been  provided  for  them,  in  fquare 
courts  furniflied  with  a  number  of  apartments, 
where  they  found  prOvifions  and  neceflaries  in 
great  plenty.  Soon  after  this  the  cacique  fent  a 
prefent  to  Cortes,  confiding  of  gold,  jewels  and 
cUriofities  to  the  value  of  two  thoufand  pefoes  ; 
and  followed  this  prefent  in  perfon,  being  car- 
ried in  a  chair  on  the  fhouldersof  the  chiefs  of  his 
family,  and  attended  by  a  fpendid  retinue. 

Cortes,  attended  by  his  captains,  went  out  to 
receive  him,  and  retiring  to  a  private  apartment, 
with  him  and  the  interpreters,  expatiated  on  the 
grandeur  of  the  king  of  Spain,  and  the  errors  of 
idolatry  -,  and  told  him  the  defign  of  his  coming 
was  to  redrefs  wrongs,  punifh  violence,  and  vin- 
dicate the  caufe  of  juftice  and  reafon. 

This  fubject  Cortes  artfully  touched  upon,  in 
order  to  hear  his  fentiments  refpefting  Motezu- 
ma,  that  he  might  difcover  what  advantages 
might  be  made  of  his  refentment  ;  and  indeed 
the  words  were  no  fooner  pronounced,  than  the 
cacique  changed  colour,  and  began  to  figh  as 
if  afraid  of  difclofing  his  fentiments  •,  but  at 
length  broke  forth  into  bitter  complaints,  im- 
porting, that  he  and  all  the  neighbouring  caci- 
ques groaned  under  the  tyranny  of  Motezuma, 
who  oppreffed  thofe  in  fubjeftion  to  him,  and 
caufed  himfelf  to  be  adored  as  if  he  was  one  of 
their  gods  :  but  he  concluded  with  obferving, 
that  he  did  not  wifh  to  engage  Cortes  in  a  quar- 
rel with  an  emperor  whole  power  was  irrefifti- 
ble. 

Cortes  replied,  that  in  a  juft  caufe,  the  Spa- 
niards would  little  regard  the  power  of  Motezu- 
ma •,  but  at  prefent  he  was  on  his  march  to 
Quiabifian,  where  thofe  who  were  injured  fhould 
find  him  ready  to  redrefs  their  wrongs ;  and  in 
the  mean  time  he  might  affure  his  friends  and 
allies,  that  he  would  immediately  undertake 
their  defence.  The  converfation  being  ended, 
the  cacique  departed  extremely  well  fatisfied, 
nor  was  Cortes  lefs  pleafed  at  the  profpect  of  fo 
powerful  an  alliance,  by  which  he  hoped  to 
ftrengthen  his  intereft. 

The  Spaniards  being  ready  to  march,  found 
four  hundred  Indians,  whom  the  cacique  had 
provided  to  carry  the  baggage  and  provifions, 
and  help  to  conduct  the  artillery.  Thefe  por- 
ters, which  were  called  Tamenes,  were  able  to 
travel,  with  three  quarters  of  a  hundred  weight, 
five  or  fix  leagues  in  a  day.  The  country  they 
now  entered  was  fertile  and  pleafant,  partly  co- 
vered with  trees,  and  partly  laid  out  in  corn 
fields,  and  cultivated. 

They  flopped  all  night  at  a  little  village  which 
was  deferred,  and  arrived  the  next  day  at  Quia- 
bifian, a  town  advantageoufly  fituated  upon  a 
rocky  eminence  that  rendered  it  very  difficult  of 
accefs  :  they  however  entered  it  without  oppofi- 
tion,  and  found  no  perfon  in  the  place,  till  com- 
ing to  a  fquare  in  which  the  temples  were  fituat- 
ed, fifteen  Indians  adorned  with  feathers  came 
out  with  their  perfuming  pans  with  looks  of 
fear  and  terror  ;  but  Cortes  encouraging  them 
by  his  affability,  gave  them  fome  glafs  beads,  on 

which 
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which  they  recovered  their  fpirits,  and  informed 
him  that  the  cacique  had  withdrawn  himfelf,  in 
order  to  avoid  danger  •,  as  he  neither  chofe  to 
deny  them  admittance,  nor  truft  his  perfon  a- 
mono-  armed  troops,  whom  he  did  not  know  •, 
and  that  the  inhabitants  had  followed  the  exam- 
ple of  the  cacique. 

As  for  themielves  they  had  ftaid  to  know  the 
intention  of  the  ftrangers  -,  and  as  they  found 
them  to  be  of  a  quiet  and  peaceable  dilpofitiqn, 
they  would  acquaint  the  fugitives,  who  might 
return  in  peace  to  their  habitations. 

Cortes  allured  them  of  his  friendfhip,  and 
while  they  were  gone  with  the  news,  ifiued  orders 
that  his  Ibldiers  fhould  behave  with  the  utmoft 
civility  to  the  Indians,  who  foon  fhewed  the 
confidence  they  repofed  in  the  Spaniards,  for 
fome  of  the  families  returned  that  very  night, 
and  the  whole  town  was  filled  with  inhabitants 
in  a  fhort  time. 

In  a  few  days  the  cacique  himfelf  returned, 
and  was  introduced  to  Cortes  by  the  cacique  of 
Zcmpoalla,  who  made  the  belt  excufe  he  was 
able  for  his  friend.  The  converfation  turned 
upon  the  cruelty  of  Motezuma,  whom  they  in- 
veighed againft  with  great  bitternefs,  as  a  mon- 
ger who  net  only  impoverifhed  them  by  the 
impofition  of  taxes,  but  robbed  them  of  their 
wives  and  daughters  ;  and  having  facrified  their 
honour  to  the  moft  fhameful  purpofes,  ftained 
the  altars  of  his  gods  with  their  blood. 

Their  difcourie  was  interrupted  by  die  entrance 
of  three  Indians,  who  feemed  in  a  great  fright, 
and  whifpering  to  the  caciques,  put  them  in  fuch 
confuficn,  that  they  changed  colour,  and  in- 
ftantly  retired.  Their  diforder  was  occafion- 
ed  by  the  arrival  of  fix  commifTaries  from  Mo- 
tezuma, who  were  feen  palling  before  the  quar- 
ters of  the  Spaniards^  in  great  pomp,  richly 
adorned  with  plumes  and  pendants,  and  at- 
tended by  many  inferior  officers  and  fervants, 
who  cooled  them  with  fans  made  of  feathers. 

Cortes  went  to  the  gate  to  fee  them,  while 
they  proceeded  with  fuch  infolent  and  contemp- 
tuous looks,  that  the  foldiers  would  have  chaf- 
tifed  them  on  the  fpot,  had  they  not  been  pre- 
vented by  the  general,  who  contented  himfelf 
with  fending  Marina,  properly  guarded,  to  know 
the  caufe  of  their  coming. 

By  Marina,  Cortes  learnt  that  the  commif- 
faries  having  feated  themfelves  in  the  town-houfe, 
had  fummoned  the'  caciques  to  appear  before 
them  ;  and  having  feverely  reprimanded  them 
for  entertaining  ftrangers  who  were  enemies  to 
their  fovereign,  demanded,  over  and  above 
the  ufual  tribute,  twenty  Indians  to  be  fa- 
crified to  their  gods,  as  an  atonement  for  the 
crime. 

As  foon  as  Cortes  had  received  this  inform  a- 

t    :;,  he  directed  his  ibldiers  to  bring  the  ca- 

c-      js  to  him  dire&ly,  when,  telling  them  that 

knew  the  inhuman  purpofe  of  the  comrnil- 

ies,  which  he  would  not  luffer  them  to  obey, 

.    •.ommanded  them  to  affcmble  their  people, 

^i^i   feize  the  Mexicans,  and  to  leave  the  reft 

to  his  management.     At  firft  the  caciques  re- 

...~cd  to  comply  with  this  command,  till  Cortes 

mating  his  order  in  a  peremptory  manner, 


they  w7ent  and  executed  it ;  and  having  feized 
the  minifters  of  Motezuma,  put  themin  a  kind 
of  pillory,  to  the  great  fatisfaftion  of  the 
people,  who  demanded  that  they  might  die  the 
death  of  traitors,  or  be  facrificed  to  the  gods 
without  delay. 

Though  this  requeft  was  enforced  by  the  ca- 
ciques, Cortes  refufed  to  grant  it  ;  but  having 
fecured  them  by  a  guard  of  Spanifh  foldiers, 
retired  to  his  quarters,  in  order  to  contrive  fome 
method  of  extricating  himfelf  from  the  difficulty 
in  which  he  was  involved.  He  was  unwilling 
to  come  to  an  open  rupture  with  Motezuma, 
and  he  thought  it,  at  the  fame  time,  a  point 
of  prudence  to  fupport  the  party  he  had  al- 
ready formed  againft  that  prince  •.  and  therefore 
he  refolved  to  do  fomething  of  which  he  might 
make  a  merit  with  Motezuma,  without  difgufc- 
ing  the  caciques. 

In  confequence  of  thefe  reflections,  he  fent 
privately  at  midnight  for  two  of  the  pri- 
foners,  and  having  treated  them  with  great 
civility,  informed  them  that  they  were  now 
at  liberty,  and  as  they  had  received  their 
freedom  lblely  from  him,  they  might  allure 
their  prince  that  he  would  endeavour  to  releafe 
their  companions,  and  convince  the  caciques 
of  their  fault  •,  for  he  was  extremely  anxious 
of  deferving  by  his  own  conduct:,  that  civility 
from  Motezuma,  which  was  due  to  the  ambaf- 
fador  of  fo  mighty  a  prince.  This  declaration 
the  Mexicans  heard  With  equal  a~cn  fhment  and 
joy  •,  but  as  they  were  afraid  to  let  out  on  their 
journey  left  they  mould  be  killed  or  taken, 
the  Spanifn  foldiers  conducted  them  to  the 
bay,  and  they  were  conveyed  beyond  the  dis- 
trict of  Zempoalla,  in  one  of  the  (hip's  boats. 

The  next  morning  the  caciques  came  to 
Cortes,  very  much  concerned  for  the  eftape 
of  the  two  prilbners  •,  when  he  received  the 
news  with  apparent  furprize,  and  blamed  their 
want  of  vigilance  :  but  to  prevent  any  acci- 
dent of  the  like  kind  for  the  future,  he  faid 
that  he  would  take  care  of  the  others  himfelf, 
and  inftantly  ordered  them  to  be  carried  on 
board  the  fleet,  where  private  directions  were 
given  that  they  fhould  be  well  entertained. 

The  kind  behaviour  of  tiie  Spaniards  towards 
their  allies,  was  foon  known  among  the  neigh- 
bouring  diftricts ;  and  the  caciques  of  Zempoalla 
and  Quiabiflan  publicly  declared  the  happinefs, 
they  enjoyed  under  the  protection  of  the  Spa- 
niard* ;  fo  that  in  a  few  days  Cortes  was  vifitecj 
by  above  thirty  caciques  of  the  mountains 
within  fight  of  Quiabiflan,  en  which  were  nu- 
merous fettlements  of  a  rude  people  called  To- 
tonaques,  who  were  remarkable  for  their  ftrength 
and  courage,  and  who  fwore  fidelity  to  the 
King  of  Spain,  and  offered  to  affift  Cortes  with 
an  incredible  number  of  armed  Indians  againft 
the  tyranny  of  Motezuma. 

This  confederacy  being  formed,  the  chiefs 
returned  to  their  habitations ;  and  Cortes  now 
refolved  to  fettle  the  corporation  of  Villa  Rica 
de  la  Vera  Cruz,  which  hitherto  had  moved 
with  the  army,  though  under  proper  diftinc- 
tion  as  a  republic  :  for  this  purpofe  he  pitched 
upon  a  plain  between  Quiabiflan  and  the  fea, 

where. 
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where  the  foil  was  extremely  fertile,  well  water- 
ed, and  abounding  with  timber  proper  for  build- 
ing. Their  firft  work  was  to  lay  the  foun- 
dation of  a  church,  and  the  Indians  affiiting 
the  Spaniards,  both  that  and  the  houfes  were 
foon  finifbed,  and  the  town  was  encompafied 
by  a  wall  of  mud,  fufficient  to  defend  it  againit 
all  the  methods  of  attack  ufed  in  that  country. 

Motezuma  being  in  the  mean  time  informed, 
that  the  cacique  of  Zempoalla,  whofe  fidelity 
he  fufpected,  had  admitted  the  Spaniards  into 
his  town  ;  refolved  to  affemble  his  forces,  as 
we'd  to  ehaftize  this  rebellious  cacique,  as  to 
go  in  perfon  againil  Corres  and  his  people, 
whom  lie  deftined  as  a  facrifice  to  his  gods : 
but  his  preparations  were  fufpended  by  phe 
arrival  of  the  two  Indians,  whom  Cortes  had 
rekafed  Thefe'  gave  an  account  of  their  im- 
priibnment,  and  of  the  behaviour  of  the  Spanifh 
general,  to  whom  they  owed  their  liberty  ;  upon 
whic.i  Motezuma's  anger  was  appealed,  and 
lie  refolved  to  have  recourfe  again  to  negotia- 
tion, and  endeavour  to  divert  Cortes  from  his 
'i  by  a  new  embaiiy  and  prcfenr. 

The  fettlement  and  fortrefs  of  Vera  Cruz 
was  juft  finifhed  when  the  Mexican  ambafiadors 
arrived  :  thefe  were  two  young  men,  nephews 
tc  the  emperer,  and  four  ancient  caciques  who 
attended  them  as  councilors.  Their  retinue 
was  extremely  fplendid  »  the  prefent,  which  con- 
fined of  gold,  feathers  and  cotton,  was  valued 
at  two  thoufand  pieces  of  eight  •,  and  the  mef- 
fage  delivered  to  Cortes,  imported,  that  Mo- 
tezuma had  determined  to  ehaftize  in  perfon 
the  infolence  of  the  caciques,  who  had  com- 
mitted fuch  an  outrage  upon  his  officers  •,  but 
the  account  he  had  received  of  Cortes's  beha- 
viour, had   induced   him  to  fufpend  his   ven- 

iice  :  but  at  the  fame  time  he  hoped  he 
would  foon  quit  that  country,  becaufe  the  ob- 
ftacles  which  oppofed  his  coming  to  court,  were 
in  their  own  nature  infurmountable. 

Cortes  received  the  embafly  and  prefects  with 
great  relpect,  and  having"  ordered  the  im- 
prifoned  officers  to  be  brought  on  fhore,  deli- 
vered them  to  the  ambafiadors  ;  declaring  that 
ire  was  proud  of  that  opportunity  of  teftifying 
his  regaud  for  the  emperor  :  that  thougli  he 
muft  acknowledge  the  infolence  of  the  caciques, 
yet  he  thought  they  were  in  1'ome  degree  excu- 
sable, from  the  behaviour  of  the  officers  them- 
felves,  who,  not  contented  with  the  cuftomary 
tribute,  had  the  inhumanity  to  demand  twenty 
Indians  for  their  facrifices  •,  a  demand  that  mult 
fhock  human  nature  :  that  as  he  thought  him- 
felf  obliged  to  the  caciques  for  admitting  and  en- 
tertaining him  in  their  territories,  he  could  not 
help  interceding  with  Motezuma  in  their  be- 
half, efpecially  as  they,  together  with  the  peo- 
ple of  the  mountains,  were  now  in  a  particular 
manner  under  his  protection  :  that  when  he 
mould  be  fo  happy  as  to  appear  before  the  em- 
peror, he  would  communicate  the  particulars  of 
his  embafTy  ;  and  that,  in  the  mean  time,  he 
fhould  defpife  all  difficulties  and  dangers  that 
might  lay  in  his  way  •,  which  would  only  ferve 
as  a  fpur  to  his  refol'ution. 

With  this  refolute  anfwer,  and  a  prefent  of 
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feme  trifles  for  Motezuma,  and  others  to  the 
ambafiadors,  they  departed,  not  a  little  difTatif- 
fied  at  the  obftinacy  of  Cortes  •,  while  the  admi- 
ration of  the  Indians  was  increafed  ;  for  they 
thought  that  the  perfon  whole  friendfhip  the 
proud  Motezuma  thus  folicited  with  prefents 
could  be  little  lefs  than  a  deity. 

Not  long  after  this  occurrence,  the  cacique  of 
Zempoalla,  coming  to  Vera  Cruz,  told  him  that 
the  period  was  arrived  for  defending  their  coun- 
try again  ft  the  Mexicans,  fome  of  whom  having 
arrived  at  Zimpazingo,  had  made  excurfions 
into  his  diftrict,  where  they  had  deftroyed  the 
corn  fields,  and  committed  other  ads  of  hofti- 
lity. 

Cortes  thinking  it  incumbent  on  him  to  pro- 
tect Ids  new  allies,  defired  the  cacique  to  provide 
Indians  to  carry  Ids  baggage  and  draw  his  artil- 
lery •  and  having  made  a  proper  difpofition, 
began  his  march  at  the  head  of  four  hundred 
Spaniards,  leaving  the  reft  at  Vera  Cruz.  As  he 
paflfed  by  Zempoalla,  he  was  joined  by  two  thou- 
fand armed  Indians,  whom  the  cacique  had  af- 
fembled  to  ferve  under  him  :  he  quartered  his 
troops  the  fame  night  in  fome  houfes  within 
three  leagues  of  Zimpazingo,  and  in  the  after- 
noon of  the  next  day  he  difcovered  the  town, 
lituated  on  the  topofafmall  hill,  among  rocks, 
which  hid  part  of  the  buildings,  and  rendered  the 
accefs  very  difficult. 

Neverthelefs  the  Spaniards  paffed  the  rocks,' 
without  having  met  With  any  refiftance  ;  but 
juft  as  they  were  preparing  to  attack  the  place 
in  feveral  different  parts,  eight  ancient  priefts 
appeared,  cloathed  in  long  black  mantles,  the 
upper  part  of  which  was  gathered  and  platted 
about  the  neck,  and  a  piece  hung  loofe  in  the 
form  of  a  hood. 

Thefe  venerable  ambafiadors,  who  had  long 
hair  clotted,  and  whole  hands  and  faces  were 
ftained  with  the  blood  of  human  facrifices,  ap- 
proached the  general  with  marks  of  the  utrnoft 
iubmiffion,  and  foon  convinced  him  that  he  had 
been  impofed  upon  •,  that  the  Mexican  troops 
had  retired  farther  up  into  the  country,  and 
that  this  was  only  an  artifice  of  their  inveterate 
enemies  the  Zempoallans,  in  order  to  make  him 
the  inftrument  of  their  revenge. 

Cortes,  provoked  at  the  deceit,  immediately 
difpatched  two  of  his  captains  with  their  compa- 
nies, to  bring  back  the  Indians,  who  had  by  this: 
time  begun  to  plunder  and  make  prifoners  ;  and 
thefe  being  brought  into  his  prefence,  loaded 
with  booty,  and  followed  by  the  miferable  inha- 
bitants crying  aloud  for  juftice,  he  ordered  them, 
to  unbind  their  captives,  and  reftore  the  goods, 
to  the  right  owners  :  then  calling  the  Zempoal- 
Ian  captains,  he  told  them  in  high  terms,  that 
they  had  forfeited  their  lives  by  prefuming  to 
make  him  a  party  in  their  revenge  :  but  at 
.  length  he  fuffered  himfelf  to  be  appeafed  by  his 
own  officers,  who  had  been  previoufly  inftructed 
for  the  purpofe,  though  in  fact,  he  did  not  dare 
to  proceed  rigoroufiy,  for  fear  of  looting  the 
friendfhip  of  his  new  allies. 

Cortes,  having  reprimanded  the  Zempoallans,' 
commanded  them  to  lodge  without  the  town,while 
he  himfelf  entering  it  with  his  Spaniards,  was  re- 
ceived 
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ceived  as  a  deliverer,  and  vifited  by  the  cacique, 
accompanied  by  others  of  the  neighbourhood, 
who  voluntarily  acknowledged  the  King  of  Spain 
for  their  Sovereign. 

Cortes's  next  lcheme  was  to  compromize  the 
differences  between  thele  people  and  the  Zem- 
poallans,  a  work  which  he  had  the  happinefs  to 
accomplifh  •,  after  which  he  returned  to  Vera 
Cruz,  leaving  his  intereft  and  reputation  highly 
advanced  by  the  iffue  of  an  affair  which  had 
been  undertaken  with  too  much  precipitation  : 
Thus,  like  a  consummate  politician,  making  his 
very  errors  contribute  to  the  promotion  of  his 
e;rand  deSign. 

In  the  march  back  to  Zempoalla,  they  paffed 
by  two  towns  belonging  to  thofe  who  had  lately 
entered  into  the  confederacy,  when  Cortes  ob- 
ferving  a  foldier  Ileal  two  fowls,  was  fo  enraged, 
that  he  ordered  him  to  be  hanged  on  the  fpot  ; 
but  Suffered  him  to  be  cut  down  before  he  was 
dead  by  one  of  the  captains. 

As  he  advanced  to  Zempoalla,  he  found  the 
cacique  waiting  for  him  at  fome  distance  from 
his  town,  with  plenty  of  provifions  for  the  re- 
freihment  of  the  army  ;  when  eblerving  that 
chief  appeared  afhamed  of  his  conduct,  he 
allured  him  his  own  anger  had  fubfided,  and 
they  went  into  the  town  together,  where  the 
cacique  had  provided  a  prelent  of  eight  beau- 
tiful virgins,  feven  of  whom  were  intended  for 
the  officers,  and  the  eighth,  being  his  own  niece, 
he  recommended  as  a  wife  to  Cortes,  that  their 
friendfhip  might  be  Strengthened  by  the  ties  of 
blood.  The  general  thanked  him  for  this  proof 
of  his  regard  ;  but  informed  him,  that  it  was 
unlawful  for  a  Spaniard  to  marry  any  woman, 
who  differed  from  him  in  point  of  religion,  and 
took  this  opportunity  of  exclaiming  againSt  the 
idolatrous  practices  of  the  Zempoallans. 

About  this  time  the  people  of  Zempoalla, 
alTembled  on  one  of  their  moft  folemn  festivals, 
in  order  to  offer  human  Sacrifices,  which  beino- 
performed  with  Shocking  ceremonies,  the  vic- 
tims were  cut  in  pieces,  and  fold  to  the  people 
as  Sacred  food.  Cortes  being  made  acquainted 
with  this  tranSaction,  was  So  enraged,  that  for- 
getting every  other  motive,  he  gave  orders  for 
the  cacique  and  his  principal  people  to  be  im- 
mediately brought  before  him,  and  proceeded 
with  them  to  the  temple,  followed  by  his  troops-, 
when  the  prieSts,  hearing  of  his  approach,  came 
running  to  the  gate,  and  with  loud  and  hideous 
outcries,  called  the  people  to  the  defence  of 
their  gods  •,  on  which  Some  armed  Indians  placed 
themielves  in  the  avenues  of  the  temple  ;  when 
Cortes  obferving  the  inhabitants  began  to  alTem- 
ble  in  great  numbers,  ordered  Marina  to  tell 
them  aloud,  that  on  the  flrSt  arrow  they  Should 
let  fly,  he  would  cauSe  the  throats  of  the  caci- 
que and  all  the  principal  Indians  in  his  power  to 
be  cut,  and  then  punifh  their  preSumption  with 
fire  and  Sword. 

The  cacique  trembling  at  this  dreadful  threat, 
commanded  them  to  lay  down  their  arms  and 
retire  •,  which  they  immediately  obeying,  Cortes 
began  to  exclaim  againSt  the  barbarous  abSur- 
dity  of  their  religion  ;  and  at  length  propofed 
that  they  Should  directly  aScend  the   Steps,  and 


deftroy  the  idols  with  their  own  hands  ;  but' 
they  immediately  threw  themfelves  upon  the 
ground,  and  with  tears  and  lamentations  de- 
clared that  they  would  Suffer  the  moSt  extreme 
torture,  rather  than  commit  Such  impious  Sacri- 
lege ;  whereupon  Cortes  ordered  the  Soldiers  to 
perform  the  talk,  and  inftantly  the  idols  were 
thrown  down  and  broke  to  pieces,  to  the  inex- 
prefTible  horror  of  the  Indians,  who  Stood  mo- 
tionlels,  expecting  to  See  the  inftant  vengeance 
of  heaven  fall  on  the  christians  :  but  perceiv- 
ing how  unable  their  gods  were  to  protect  them- 
ielves, their  horror  and  fear  turned  into  Such 
contempt,  that  they  affiSted  the  Spaniards  in 
burning  the  fragments  of  the  idols  ;  and  the 
temple  being  cleanfed,  maSs  was  celebrated  in 
it  the  very  next  day. 

The  Spaniards  having  taken  this  Step,  return- 
ed to  Vera  Cruz  -,  and  the  very  day  of  their  ar- 
rival there,  a  veSTel  arrived  from  Cuba,  com- 
manded by  FranciSco  de  Salcedo,  which  brought 
captain  Luis  Martin,  ten  Soldiers,  and  two 
horSes.  By  theSe  gentlemen  the  general  learnt, 
that  VelaSquez  had  obtained  the  title  of  King's 
lieutenant  of  the  ifland  of  Cuba,  with  a  power 
to  trade  and  make  fettlements  in  the  new  dis- 
covered countries,  by  which  his  pride  was  So 
augmented,  that  he  reiblved  to  put  a  Stop  to 
Cortes's  proceedings.  Hereupon  the  latter  re- 
Solved  to  lay  the  affair  before  the  king  ;  and  ac- 
cordingly the  council  of  Vera  Cruz  wrote  a. 
letter,  containing  an  account  of  the  expedition, 
and  a  detail  of  the  behaviour  of  Velalquez  to- 
wards Cortes,  in  consideration  of  whole  merit, 
they  beSought  his  majefty  to  grant  him  the  com- 
miifion  of  captain-general,  that  he  might  exert 
himlelf  in  his  country's  Service,  independent  of 
the  governor  of  Cuba. 

Cortes  himlelf  wrote  a  letter,  in  which  he 
explained  his  reafons  for  hoping  that  he  Should 
be  able  to  reduce  the  whole  Mexican  empire  to 
the  obedience  of  the  king  of  Spain.  TheSe  dii- 
patches  were  committed  to  the  care  of  Alonzo 
Hernandes  Portocarrero,  and  FranciSco  Mon- 
tejo,  who  embarked  for  Spain  on  the  Sixteenth  of 
July  1519  •,  but  Cortes  thinking  that  the  fifth 
part  of  the  gold  they  had  collected  would  be  but  ;\ 
trifling  prelent  for  his  majeSty,  prevailed  on  all 
his  people  to  refign  their  Shares,  and  according- 
ly all  their  gold  jewels  and  curiofites  were  put 
on  board,  together  with  Some  Indians,  who 
voluntarily  undertook  the  voyage,  and  a  par- 
ticular preSent  from  Cortes  to  his  father. 

Soon  after  this  fome  cf  the  people  privately 
concerted  the  means  of  efcaping  to  Cuba,  to  give 
VelaSquez  intelligence  of  theSe  proceedings  ; 
for  which  purpofe  they  had  Secured  a  veiiel, 
and  laid  in  provifions  for  the  voyage  ;  but  the 
very  night  on  which  they  had  appointed  to 
embark.,  one  of  the  parties  concerned,  went  to 
Cortes,  and  revealed  the  whole  affair  •,  who 
took  his  meafures  with  Such  SucceSs,  that  all  the 
accomplices  were  Seized  on  board  the  veSTel, 
and  being  brought  to  their  trial,  two  of  the 
ringleaders  were  condemned  to  die,  two  others 
were  whipped,  as  old  offenders,  the  principal 
mariner  of  the  Ship  was  Sentenced  to  looSe  one 
of  his  feet  -,  and  the  reft  obtained  a  pardon  :  the 
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warrant  for  the  execution  was  no  fooner  figned, 
than  Cortes  let  out  for  Zempoalla,  to  avoid  be- 
ing follicited  to  pardon  the  principal  offenders. 

This  confpiracy  gave  great  uneafinels  to 
Cortes,  as  he  feared  others  of  the  like  kind  might 
take  place,  fo  as  to  difconcert  his  whole  fcheme  •, 
his  mind  was  now  agitated  by  the  moft  difagree- 
able  reflections  ;  but  at  length  lie  formed  a 
fcheme  which  fufficiently  evinced  the  greatneis 
of  his  foul :  this  was  no  other  than  to  delbroy  the 
ihips,  that  his  people  being  bereft  of  all  means 
to  efcape,  and  having  no  other  choice  but  to 
conquer  or  to  die,  might  adl  with  more  vigour 
and  unanimity. 

He  communicated  this  fcheme  to  his  particu- 
lar friends,  who  exerted  themfelves  among  the 
troops  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  they  themlclves 
went  to  perluade  him  to  agree  to  it  :  fo  that 
Cortes  feemed  but  to  comply  with  their  own  de- 
fircs  when  he  ordered  all  the  iron  work,  fails, 
and  every  thing  that  might  be  of  ufe,  to  be 
brought  on  fhore,  and  all  the  fliips  to  be  lunk, 
referving  only  the  boats  for  fifhing  :  by  this  de- 
ftrucnen  of  the  fleet,  a  reinforcement  was  gained 
of  above  one  hundred  men,  who  had  acted  as 
pilots  and  manners  on  board. 

This  ftep  was  no  fooner  taken,  than  a  fmall 
fquadron  arrived  on  the  ccaft,  of  which  Cortes 
received  advice  by  an  exprefs  -,  whereupon  he 
■went  immediately  to  Vera  Cruz,  and  on  his 
arrival,  perceived  one  of  the  vefiels  at  anchor, 
at  a  confiderable  diftance  from  the  land  •,  and 
on  the  fnore  were  four  Spaniards,  one  of  whom 
being  a  notary,  delivered  Cortes  a  writing,  im- 
porting that  the  governor  of  Jamaica  laid  claim 
to  a  part  of  that  country,  and  therefore  Cortes 
was  to  make  no  fettlement  there. 

Cortes  declined  keeping  the  paper,  and  told 
him  that  he  fhould  be  glad  to  meet  captain 
Pineda,  who  he  underftood  was  commander  of 
the  fquadron,  in  order  to  fettle  the  affair  in  an 
amicable  manner  •,  but  the  notary  relufing  to 
carry  this  meffage,  and  infilling  in  a  difrepecl- 
ful  manner  on  an  anfwer  to  his  notification, 
Cortes  ordered  him  to  be  feized,  and  conceal- 
ing himfelf  and  his  men  behind  fome  land-hills, 
near  the  fnore,  flayed  all  night,  and  part  of  the 
next  day,  in  hopes  that  others  would  land  from 
the  Ihip  :  but  finding  that  none  came,  he  direc- 
ted three  of  his  men  to  put  on  the  cloaths  of  the 
prifoners,  and  to  go  down  to  the  lea  fide,  where 
they  were  to  make  fignals  with  their  cloaks. 

In  conlequence  of  this  ftratagem  twelve  arm- 
ed men  came  off  from  the  Ihip,  and  as  they  ap- 
proached, the  others  gradually  retired,  but  all 
of  them  refufed  to  land  except  three,  who  were 
immediately  taken  :  the  boats  crew  feeing  what 
had  happened,  rowed  back  to  the  ihip,  which 
foon  after  weighed  anchor  and  flood  to  fea ;  and 
thefe  men  readily  engaging  with  Cortes,  he  re- 
turned to  Zempoalla  with  this  reinforcement, 
which  though  confiding  but  of  feven  Spaniards, 
was  then  eiteemed  a  valuable  acquifition. 

Soon  after  Cortes  returned  to  Zempoalla,  he 
drew  up  his  army,  placing  a  body  of  Spaniards 
in  the  van,  and  another  of  Indians  in  the  rear, 
commanded  by  three  caciques  of  the  mountains ; 
the  flrongeft  carriers  drew  the  artillery,  and  the 
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reft  took  charge  of  the  baggage.  In  this  difpo- 
fition,  with  an  advanced  party  to  reconnoitre, 
they  began  their  march  towards  Mexico,  on  the 
fixteenth  of  Auguft  1519,  and  in  their  route 
were  hofpitably  entertained  at  Jalapa,  Socochi- 
ma  and  Tcxucla,  towns  belonging  to  their  con- 
lederacy. 

They  now  entered  upon  the  rough  part  of 
the  mountains,  where  they  were  obliged  to 
march  for  three  days  over  rocks  and  precipices, 
in  very  cold  and  rainy  weather,  from  the  incle- 
mency of  which  the  foldiers  had  no  fhelter  :  and 
their  provifions  began  to  fail  juft  as  they  reached 
the  fummit,  where  they  found  a  temple,  and  a 
great  quantity  of  wood  •,  but  obferving  fome; 
villages  on  the  other  fide  of  the  mountain  they 
hurried  thither  with  all  pofiible  expedition. 

They  now  entered  the  large  and  well-peopled 
province  of  Zocothlan,  the  cacique  of  which 
refid'ed  in  a  city  of  the  fame  name,  fituated  in  a 
valley  at  the  foot  of  the  mountain.  To  this 
prince  Cortes  fent  two  of  the  Zempoallans,  with 
notice  of  his  arrival,  who  foon  returned  with  a 
favourable  anfwer  •,  and  in  a  little  time  they  dif- 
covered  the  city  which  made  a  magnificent  ap- 
pearance :  the  cacique  with  a  great  number  of 
attendants  came  out  of  the  city,  and  received 
the  general  with  a  kind  of  forced  civility.  The 
Spaniards  here  found  very  incommodious  quar- 
ters, and  a  great  fcarcity  of  provifions  •,  but 
Cortes  took  no  notice  thereof,  becaufe  he  was 
unwilling  to  engage  the  cacique  in  any  hoftilities, 
which  might  retard  his  journey,  or  prejudice  his 
caufe. 

The  cacique  vifited  Cortes  the  next  day,  who 
received  him  with  great  politenefs,  and  among 
other  queftios  afked  him  if  he  was  fubjedr.  to 
the  emperor  of  Mexico ;  to  which  the  cacique 
replied,  "  Is  there  any  man  upon  earth  who  is 
not  a  flave  to  Motezuma  ?"  when  Cortes  dis- 
dainfully laid,  that  himfelf  and  thefe  who  fol- 
lowed him,  obeyed  another  king  who  had  many 
fubjects  more  powerful  than  Motezuma :  but 
the  cacique  raying  no  attention  to  thefe  words, 
proceeded  to  difplay  the  grandeur  of  his  em- 
peror ;  he  laid  the  provinces  under  his  dominion, 
were  not  to  be  reckoned,  that  he  had  many  no- 
blemen who  ferved  barefoot  in  his  palace,  with. 
their  eyes  fixed  on  the  ground  :  that  he  refided 
in  the  moft  beautiful,  largeft  and  ftrongeft  city 
in  the  world,  founded  in  the  midft  of  lakes.  He 
then  began  to  expatiate  on  his  prodigious  riches, 
the  ftrength  of  his  armies,  and  the  mifery  of  his 
enemies,  above  twenty  thoufand  of  whom  were 
annually  facrificed  upon  the  altars  of  his  gods. 

Cortes  at  once  faw  that  this  fpeech  had  been 
dictated  by  the  court  of  Mexico,  in  order  to 
deter  him  from  proceeding  ;  but  without  feem- 
ing  to  fee  the  drift  of  the  cacique's  defign,  he 
anlwered  that  he  was  already  well  informed  of 
the  grandeur  of  Motezuma  •,  that  his  own  ern- 
baffy  was  peaceable,  his  men  being  appointed 
rather  as  a  mark  of  authority  than  a  martial 
guard  •,  but  neverthelefs  he  defired  peace  with- 
out being  afraid  of  war  ;  for  the  moft  inconfi-, 
derable  Spaniard  was  able  to  conquer  a  whole 
army  of  Indians  :  that  if  he  was  compelled  to> 
adts  of  hoftility,  he  would  deftroy  his  enemies 
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with  fire  and  fvvord  ;  for  nature  would  aflift  him 
with  her  prodigies,  and  heaven  with  its  lighten- 
ing, in  defence  of  thecaufe  of  religion  and  truth. 
This  rodomontade,  had  a  prodigious  effect  on 
the  cacique,  who  entirely  altered  his  conduct,  and 
plentifully  fupplied  them  with  provifions  for  the 
fpaceof  five  days,  during  which  they  remained 
there  ;  and  treated  Cortes  with  prodigious  re- 
fpect,  making  him  a  prefent  of  four  female  flaves, 
and  offering  to  give  him  twenty  noble  Indians, 
as  guides  to  his  army. 

Cortes  now  proceeded  on  his  march  to  the  pro- 
vince of  Tlafcala  that  bordered  upon  Zocothlan ; 
and  for  fome  days  nothing  material  occurred  •, 
but  afterwards,  hearing  that  the  whole  country 
was  in  arms,  he  refolved  to  halt  at  a  fmall  town 
called  Xacazingo,  until  he  Ihould  be  fully  ap- 
prized of  their  intention. 

The  province  of  Tlafcala  was  about  fifty 
leagues  in  circumference,  and  the  country  was 
well  peopled,  though  it  was  mountainous  and 
uneven,  and  the  city  was  built  upon  different 
eminences.  At  firft  the  people  were  governed 
by  kings,  till  growing  weary  of  their  tyranny, 
they  lhook  off  the  yoke  and  formed  themfelves 
into  a  commonwealth  :  they  divided  the  towns 
into  a  certain  number  of  diftricts,  each  of  which 
fending  a  reprefentative  to  Tlaicala,  a  fenate  was 
thereby  formed,  whofe  refolutions  were  obeyed 
by  the  whole  province. 

Under  this  form  of  government  they  had  long 
defended  themfelves  againft  the  emperors  of 
Mexico,  and  were  then  in  the  zenith  of  their 
power  •,  for  the  cruelty  of  Motezuma  had  aug- 
mented the  number  of  their  confederates,  among 
whom  were  the  Otomies,  a  warlike  nation,  not 
lefs  famous  for  their  valour  than  barbarity. 

To  this  republic  Cortes  fent  four  of  the  prin- 
cipal Zempoallans,  who  received  ample  inftruc- 
tions  from  Marina  and  Aguilar,  how  to  addrefs 
the  fenate  in  demanding  a  paffage  for  the  Spa- 
niards through  the  territories  of  Tlafcala.  They 
affumed  the  appearance  of  ambaffadors  •,  each 
putting  on  his  moulder  a  wreathred  cotton  tip- 
pet, knotted  at  the  ends,  carrying  in  the  right 
hand  a  large  arrow,  and  having  on  the  left  arm 
a  target  made  of  tortoifefhell :  when  the  purport 
of  the  cmbafiy  was  war,  the  feathers  of  the  ar- 
rows were  red,  but  white  when  their  errand  was 
peace.  By  thefe  fymbols  they  were  known  and 
refpeftcd  on  the  high  roads,  but  if  they  turned 
afiac  their  privileges  were  thereby  forfeited. 

In  this  manner  the  four  ambaffadors  entered 
Tlaicala,  where  they  were  conducted  to  a  houfe 
fet  apart  for  the  reception  of  ambaffadors,  and 
the  next  day  were  introduced  into  the  fenate,  the 
members  of  which  being  feated  on  little  chairs, 
called  yopales,  rofe  to  bid  them  welcome.  As 
the  ambaffadors  entered,  they  raifed  their  ar- 
rows on  high,  and  wore  their  tippets  on  their 
heads,  as  a  mark  of  extraordinary  veneration  ; 
then  having  paid  their  refpects  to  the  fenate, 
they  proceeded  flowly  to  the  middle  of  the  hall, 
where  they  kneeled  with  their  eyes  fixed  upon 
the  ground,  waiting  for  permiflion  to  fpeak  ; 
till  the  eldeft  fenator  bidding  them  declare 
their  bufinefs,  they  feated  themfelves  upon  their 
hams,  and  he  who  was  chofen  the  orator,  ex- 
prefied  himfelf  to  this  effect : 


"  Noble  republic,  valiant  Tlafcalans,  the 
v"  lord  of  Zempoalla,  and  the  mountain  caci- 
"  ques,  your  friends  and  allies,  wifhing  you 
"  health,  abundance,  and  the  deftruction  of 
"  your  enemies,  fend  us  to  inform  you,  that  an 
"  invincible  race  of  men  are  arrived  from  the 
"  eaft,  who  appear  to  be  more  than  human  ; 
"  for  they  iail  upon  palaces,  and  weild  the 
"  thunder  and  lightening  :  yet  they  worfhip  an 
"  Almighty  Being,  who  is  offended  at  human  fa- 
"  crifices.  Their  general  is  ambaifador  from  a 
"  powerful  prince,  who  defires  to  reform  the 
"  abufes  of  our  country,  and  rcprefs  the  tyran- 
"  ny  of  Motezuma.  He  has  already  refcued 
"  our  provinces  from  oppreffion  •,  and  as  he  in- 
"  tends  to  pafs  through  your  territories,  in  his 
"  way  to  Mexico,  he  defires  to  know  wherein 
"  you  have  been  aggrieved  by  the  tyrant,  that 
"  he  may  redrefs  your  wrongs.  We  have  ex- 
"  perienced  his  valour,  and  in  the  name  of  our 
"  caciques  and  confederates,  requeft  you  to 
"  entertain  thefe  ftrangers  as  the  friends  of  your 
"  allies." 

The  fpeech  being  ended,  the  four  ambaffadors 
raifed  themfelves  upon  their  knees,  and  pro- 
foundly bowing  to  the  fenate,  fat  down  as  be- 
before,  in  expectation  of  an  anfwer.  The  fena- 
tors  having  conferred  among  themfelves,  told  the 
ambaffadors  that  they  received  the  falutation  of 
the  confederates  with  the  utmoft  gratitude  •,  but 
that  they  muft  deliberate  upon  what  anfwer  they 
fhould  return  to  the  ftrangers. 

Then  the  Indians  repaired  to  their  lodging, 
and  the  fenate  began  to  difcufs  the  demand  of 
Cortes,  which  produced  very  obftinate  debates, 
fome  propping  to  comply  with  his  requeft,  and 
others  imrftlrig  on  repelling  him  by  force  of 
arms. 

The  chief  of  thofe  who  were  for  peace,  was 
an  eld  fenator,  called  Magifcatzen,  a  man   of 
great  authority ,who  reminded  them  of  aprophecy, 
importing  that  an  invincible  race  of  men  would 
come  from  the  eaft,  which  fuch  dominion  over 
the  elements  that  they  Ihould  found  floating  ci- 
ties upon  the  feas,  and  ufe  fire  and  air  to  fubdue 
the  earth  :  he  faid  thefe  ftrangers  were  certainly 
the  very  people  foretold  •,  they  came  from  the 
eaft,  their  arms  were  fire,  they  dwelt  in  floating 
houfes  ;  and  had  proved  themfelves  invincible 
by  their  actions  in  Tabafco.     He   alledged  that 
their  arrival  was  predicted  by  fignals  from  hea- 
ven, which  it  were   impious  to  difregard  :  that 
allowing  the   fignals  to   be  cafual,  the  ftrangers 
had  afiifted  their  allies,  and  were  now  come  in 
a  peaceable  manner,  to  requeft  a  paffage  thro* 
their  country,  which   they  could  not  in   reafon 
refufe,  to  perfons  who  had   never  injured  them, 
nor  without  difrefpect  to  their  allies,  who  had  fo 
earneftly  recommended  thefe  ftrangers. 

The  fpeech  of  Magifcatzen  was  received  with 
applaufe  ;  but  the  fentiments  it  had  infpired, 
were  totally  changed  by  the  interpofition  of  Xi- 
cotental  their  general,  a  young  man  of  an  am- 
bitious dilpofition,  who  ridiculed  the  prophecv, 
or  at  leaft  the  fuppofiticn  of  its  being  verified  in 
the  Spaniards,  whom  he  reprefented  as  no  more 
than  common  men,  whofe  arms  and  fhips  were 
the  effect  of  human  induftry,  whofe  valour  was 
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nothing  extraordinary,  and  whofe  pride,  cruelty, 
and  avarice,  were  intolerable,  fince  they  defpifed 
the  laws  and  cuftoms  of  the  Indians,  thirfted 
after  their  gold,  demolifhed  their  temples,  and 
blafphemed  their  gods  ;  and  that  with  refpecr.  to 
the  fignals  from  heaven,  they  were  always  deem- 
ed as  fore-runners  of  calamity,  and  ought  to  be 


interpreted  as  warnings  to  oppofe  thole  prefump- 
tuous  ftrangers. 

The  arguments  of  Xicotental  preponderated 
with  a  people  trained  to  war,  and  ambitious  of 
glory  :  they  therefore  detained  the  ambafladors, 
and  ordered  the  general  to  form  the  army,  and 
try  his  flrength  with  the  Spaniards. 


CHAP. 


III. 


Cortes  fights  an  objlinate  battle  with  the  Tlafcalans  ;  Xicotental  attacks  the  Spanift  quarters 
by  night  ;  his  army  deferts  him  ;  the  republic  fues  for  peace  ;  Cortes  receive  an  embaffy  from 
Motezuma;  makes  his  entrance  into  T/afca/a  ;  Diego  de  Ordaz  vifts  the  volcano  of  Popo- 
catepec  •,  another  embaffy  from  Mexico  ;  Cortes  marches  to  Cbolula,  where  afchemefor  his 
dfrucTion  is  difcovered  and  defeated,  by  the  fidelity  and  difcretion  of  Marina. 


THE  Spaniards  having  waited' at  Xacazin- 
go  for  the  return  of  the  ambaiTadors, 
Cortes  relblved  to  continue  his  march  to- 
wards Tlafcala,  that  if  they  were  determined  on 
hoftile  meafures,  he  might  attack  them  before 
they  were  joined  by  their  allies  ;  by  which  refo- 
lution  he  prevented  their  obtaining  time  to  guard 
a  ftrong  (tone  wall,  which  was  twenty  feet  thick 
and  nine  feet  high,  with  a  parapet  on  the  top  ; 
it  reached  acrofs  the  valley,  extending  from  one 
mountain  to  another,  and  having  no  entrance 
but  in  the  middle,  where  the  two  ends  circularly 
crofied  each  other  for  the  fpace  often  paces,  and 
might  eafily  have  been  defended  againft  all  in- 
vaders. 

The  Spaniards  having  pafTed  this  wall  without 
oppofition,  continued  their  march,  having  ad- 
vanced parties  to  prevent  furprize  ;  fome  of 
which  difcovered  twenty  or  thirty  Indians  at  adif- 
tarice,  who  by  their  plumes  appeared  to  be  fol- 
diers:  whereupon  Cortes  lent  his  fcouts  with 
figns  of  peace,  while  he  hirnfelf  followed  with 
eight  hoife,  and  ordered  the  infantry  to  ad- 
vance at  leifure  ;  when  the  horfe  came  near 
r.heny  the  Indians  took  to  their  heels,  till  hav- 
ing joined  the  main  body,  they  faced  about,  and 
ftood  in  a  pofture  of  defence. 

The  eight  horfe  were  now  joined  by  fix 
others,  but  the  Indians  flood  their  ground  till 
they  were  reinforced  by  a  body  of  rive  thou- 
sand men,  who  had  lain  in  atnbufcade  :  at  that 
inftant  the  Spanifh  infantry  came  up,  and  form- 
ed themfelves  into  a  battalion  to  fuftain  the 
fury  with  which  the  enemy  advanced  ;  but  at 
the  firft  volley  of  the  fire  arms,  which  did  great 
execution,  the  Indians  turned  their  backs,  and 
the  Spaniards  taking  advantage  of  their  con- 
fufion,  fell  upon  them  fo  furioufly,  that  in  a 
fhort  time  they  quitted  the  field,  with  the  lofs 
of  fixty  men  killed,  and  fome  prifoners  who 
were  taken  by  the  Spaniards.  Cortes  did  not 
purfue  them,  but  took  pofleflion  of  fome  houies 
that  were  in  fight,  where  he  found  plenty  of 
provisions,  and  remained  all  night. 

The  next  day,  the  Spaniards  proceeding  on 
their  march,  were  oppoled  bv  a  larger  body  of 
the  enemy,  which  advanced 'with  great  noife, 
and  difcharging  a  flight  of  arrows,  and  a  great 


quantity  of  flones  from  flings,  began  to  retreat, 
making  a  kind  of  running  fight  •,  but  Cortes 
imagining  that  their  retreat  was  only  a  ftrata- 
gem,  advanced  in  clofe  order,  till  he  gained 
the  top  of  an  eminence,  from  whence  he  dif- 
covered a  plain,  almoft  covered  with  an  army 
of  near  forty  thoufand  men,  compofed  of  feveral 
nations,  diftinguifhed  by  the  different  colours 
of  their  enfigns  and  plumes. 

The  Spaniards,  undifmayed  at  the  fight, 
marched  down  the  hill,  and  forming  on  the 
even  ground,  moved  on  to  the  attack,  while 
the  Indians  kept  retiring,  till  finding  them  at 
a  diftance  from  the  hill,  they  opened  to  the 
right  and  left,  and  running  furioufly  to  oc- 
cupy the  ground  on  the  fide  of  the  hill,  they 
clofed  in  a  circle,  and  furrounded  the  Spa- 
niards, who  threw  themfelves  into  the  form  of 
a  hollow  fquare,  to  fuftain  the  fury  of  the  af- 
failants. 

The  air  was  now  darkened  with  arrows,  and  a 
prodigious  number  of  darts  and  (tones  fell  upon 
the  Spaniards,  till  the  Indians  perceiving  the 
little  effect  of  thefe  weapons,  boldly  attacked 
them  with  pikes  and  (words.  Cortes  with  his 
horfe,  breaking  in  among  them,  flew  and  tram- 
pled under  foot  all  that  came  in  his  way,  the 
artillery  fvvept  down  whole  companies,  and 
the  fmall  arms  killed  them  in  heaps  :  at  lenoth. 
Cortes  obferving  the  enemy  fall  back,  placed  his 
horfe  on  the  wings,  and  being  accompanied  by 
the  foot,  charged  them  with  redoubled  vio-our. 
At  firft  they  made  a  gallant  refiftance,  bu°  the 
men  on  horleback  feeming  fupernatural,  threw 
them  into  diforder,  fo  that  they  began  to 
give  way  on  all  fides,  wounding  and  treading 
one  another  under  foot,  in  the  confufion  of 
their  flight. 

During  the  battle,  Pedro  de  Moron,  being 
mounted  on  a  mare,  was  furrounded  and  taken, 
after  having  received  feveral  wounds,  and  though 
he  was  foon  releafed  by  the  cavalry,  his  mare 
was  killed,  and  the  Indiaas  had  time  to  clofe 


again. 


The  Spaniards  were  by  this  time  tired  of  the 
action,  and  began  to  doubt  of  fuccefs,  when  on 
a  fudden  the  cries  of  the  enemies  ceafed,  and 
this  filence  was  followed  by  the  noife  of  drums 
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and  horns  founding  a  retreac ;  in  confequence 
of  which  they  moved  (lowly  off,  leaving  the 
field  to  the  Spaniards. 

The  retreat  was  founded  on  account  of  mod 
of  the  Indian  officers  being  killed;  but  notwith- 
ftanding  their  lofs,  they  entered  their  quarters 
triumphantly,  the  mare's  head  being  carried  as 
a  trophy  before  the  general,  who  fent  it  to 
Tlafcala,  where  it  was  facrificed  in  one  of 
their  temples,  with  extraordinary  folemnity.  In 
this  battle  nine  or  ten  Spanifh  foldiers,  and 
many  of  the  Zempoallans,  who  were  animated 
by  the  example  of  the  Spaniards,  were 
wounded. 

Cortes  perceiving  a  fmall  town  on  a  rifing 
ground  that  commanded  the  country,  marched 
thither,  where  he  found  a  great  quantity  of 
provifions ;  but  as  there  was  not  room  fufficient 
to  accommodate  the  whole  army,  the  Zem- 
poallans erected  huts  for  themfelves,  and  raif- 
ed  fome  works  of  earth  to  fecure  the  place, 
which  was,  however,  of  difficult  accefs,  and 
ftrongly  fortified  by  nature. 

The  Tiafcaians  were  now  divided  in  their 
fentiments,  for  while  fome  cried  out  for  a  con- 
tinuance of  the  war,  others  were  equally  zea- 
lous for  peace.  Magifcatzen  valued  himfelf 
upon  having  forefeen  the  difafter  •,  but  Xicoten- 
tal  demanded  fupplies  to  revenge  the  lofs  they 
had  fuftained  ;  and  one  of  their  confederates  ar- 
riving at  this  period  with  ten  thouland  men,  they 
were  encouraged  to  profecute  the  war  with  frefh 
vigour. 

In  the  mean  time  the  four  Zempoallan  am- 
baffadors,  having  made  their  efcape,  returned 
by  different  ways  to  the  Spanifh  camp,  and  in- 
formed Cortes  that  as  foon  as  Xicotental  took 
the  field,  they  were  put  in  prifon,  and  deftin- 
ed  by  the  Tlafcalans  as  facrifices  to  the  god  of 
war. 

This  information  had  Rich  an  effect  upon  their 
companions,  that  Cortes,  who  would  willingly 
have  renewed  his  offers  of  peace,  could  not  find 
meffengers  to  carry  the  propofals. 

At  this  time  a  profound  ftlllnefs  reigned 
throughout  the  country,  and  Cortes,  thinking 
he  was  (till  in  danger  of  being  attacked  by  the 
Tlafcalans,  refolved  to  maintain  his  pod  ;  but 
thinking  the  Indians  would  imagine  his  in- 
action  to  be  the  refult  of  fear,  he  determined 
to  fall/  from  his  quarters  the  very  next  morn- 
ing, to  recenroitre  the  country,  and  gain  intel- 
ligence :  and  therefore  marched  out  with  all 
his  horle,  and  two  hundred  foot,  confiding 
equally  of  Spaniards  and  Zempoallans.  Ha 
proceeded  as  far  as  fome  villages  in  the  roaci 
to  Tlafcala,  where  he  found  great  plenty  of 
provifions,  and  took  feveral  prifoners,  from 
whom  he  learnt  that  Xicotental  was  encamped 
about  two  leagues  from  thence,  where  he  was 
employed  in  raifing  recruits  to  augment  his 
army. 

Cortes  now  permitted  the  Zempoallans,  who 
were  incenfed  againft  the  Tlafcalans,  to  deftroy 
the  country  with  fire  and  (word  :  and  returned 
to  his  camp,  from  whence  he  relealed  all  his 
prifoners,  and  chofe  two-  or  three  of  thofe  who 
had  been  taken  on  the  day  of  battle,,  to  carry 


a  meffage  to  Xicotental,  expreffing  his  concern 
for  the  lofs  he  had  fuftained,  which  was  owing 
to  the  obftinacy  of  his  nation,  in  rejecting  the 
peaceable  terms  that  had  been  offered  them  ; 
and  defiring  that  he  would  now  liften  to  terms 
of  accommodation,  or  he  fhould  make  the 
name  of  Tlafcala,  a  terror  to  the  neighbouring 
kingdoms. 

1'he  prifoners  promifed  faithfully  to  return 
with  an  aniwer,  in  which  they  were  as  good  as 
their  word,  for  in  a  few  hours  they  came  back 
in  a  bloody  condition,  having  been  mangled 
by  order  of  Xicotental,  for  their  prefumption 
in  delivering  fuch  a  meffage  •,  and  bringing  an 
anfwer  that  he  would,  at  fun  rifing,  meet  the 
chriftians  in  the  field,  when  he  made  no  doubt 
but  he  fhould  carry  them  alive  to  the  altars  of 
his  gods  ;  and  he  gave  notice  of  his  refolution, 
that  their  captain  might  have  time  to  prepare 
himfelr ;  for  it  was  not  his  cuftom  to  leffen  the 
glory  of  hisvictories,  by  attacking  an  unguarded 
enemy; 

Though  Cortes  Was  greatly  vexed  at  the  in- 
folence  of  Xicotental,  yet  he  would  not  (light 
his  advice  •,  on  the  contrary,  at  day  break  he 
led  his  troops  into  the  field,  leaving  fuch  a 
force  in  the  quarters  as  he  thought  fufficient 
for  its  defence,  and  advancing  about  half  a 
league,  poffeffed  himfelf  of  a  fpot,  where  he 
could  receive  the  enemy  with  advantage. 

There  he  formed  his  men,  fecured  his 
flanks  with  the  artillery,  and  put  himfelf  at 
the  head  of  the  horfe,  in  order  to  give  affif- 
tance  wherever  it  fhould  be  wanted.  The 
fcouts,  in  a  little  time,  returned  with  intelli- 
gence that  the  enemy  was  upon  the  march, 
and  prefently  they  appeared,  to  the  number  of 
above  fifty-thoufand  men,  confifting  of  all  the 
forces  of  the  republic,  and  its  allies.  They 
difplayed  the  emblem  of  Tlafcala,  which  was 
a  large  golden  eagle,  that  was  never  carried 
into  the  field,  but  upon  their  greateft  undertak- 
ings, and  they  came  forward  with  equal  courage 
and  expedition. 

As  foon  as  they  came  within  cannon  (hot, 
the  artillery  ftruck  fuch  a  terror  into  them,  that 
theyhalted  for  a  confiderable  time  ;  but  at  length 
rufhed  forward  in  a  throng,  till  they  were  near 
enough  to  ufe  their  arrows  and  flings,  and  then 
they  were  ftopt  a  fecond  time  by  the  difcharge 
of  the  crofs-bows  and  fire-arms.  The  Tlafcalans 
at  length  perceiving  the  carnage  that  was  made 
among  them  by  the  Spaniards  and  Zempoallans, 
burft  upon  them  like  a  torrent,  and  broke  their 
ranks  by  meer  dint  of  weight  and  multitude  ; 
but  they  formed  again  by  main  force,  bear- 
ing down  all  that  did  not  give  way  to  their  ef- 
forts. 

At  this  juncture  a  very  great  diflurbance  was 
obferved  among  the  enemy,whofe  troops  moved 
to  and  fro,  turning  their  arms  againft  each 
other,  till  at  length  they  fled  in  a  tumultuous, 
manner,  with  the  utmoft  precipitation.  It  was 
afterwards  known  that  this  difturbance  and  re- 
treat, was  occafioned  by  the  infolence  of  Xico- 
tental, who  charged  one  of  the  confederate 
caciques  with  cowardice,  becaufe  he  did  not 
advance  when  the  reft  were  engaged.      The 
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cacique,  who  commanded  ten  thoufand  men, 
replied  with  anger,  and  a  perfonal  challenge 
enfued,  when  the  other  caciques  eipoufing  their 
friends  quarrel,  tumult  and  uproar  prevailed: 
at  length  the  confederates  retired,  and  Xicoten- 
tal  finding  himlelr"  abandoned  by  his  allies,  left 
the  field  to  the  Spaniards,  after  having  feen 
a  prodigious  number  of  his  people  flain  upon 
the  fpot. 

Though  it  is  faid  that  Cortes  loft  only  one 
man  upon  this  cccafion,  feveral  of  his  people 
were  greatly  difcouraged  by  their  having  been 
put  into  dilbrder,  and  declared  that  they  would 
not  facrifice  their  lives  to  the  obftinacy  of  Cortes, 
but  return  by  themfelves  to  Vera  Cruz,  and 
leave  him  to  purlue  his  ambitious  proje&s 
alone. 

This  mutinous  difpofition  increafed  to  fuch 
a  degree  that  Cortes  found  it  necefiary  to  afiem- 
ble  and  harangue  his  ibldiers,  whom  he  re- 
minded of  their  having  already  vanquifhed  the 
Tlafcalans,  who  would  undoubtedly  fue  for 
peace  •,  fo  that  they  mould  proceed  to  Mexico 
with  the  additional  reputation  of  having  over- 
come fo  warlike  a  people,  whereas  if  they  at- 
tempted to  retreat,  they  would  only  bring 
themfelves  into  difgrace,  and  run  the  hazard 
of  total  deftruftion.  In  a  word,  he  exerted  his 
eloquence  fo  fuccefsfully,  that  one  of  the  mu- 
tineers cried  out  aloud-  "  Fellow  foldiers,  our 
"  general  is  in  the  right,  we  cannot  now  re- 
"  tire  without  being  inevitably  loftj"  and  the 
whole  army  immediately  aflented  to  this  opi- 
nion. 

The  inhabitants  of  Tlafcala,  were  fo  terrified 
by  the  event  of  the  fecond  battle,  that  they  cried 
aloud  for  peace  with  the  ftrangers,  whom  they 
confidered  as  invincible.  The  fenate  conclud- 
ed that  they  were  magicians,  and  refolving  to  op- 
pofe  inchantment  againft  inchantment,  confulted 
their  wizards,  who  pretending  to  have  difcover- 
ed  the  caufe  of  their  own  mifcarriage,  affirmed 
that  the  Spaniards  being  the  children  of  the  fun, 
derived  a  iuperior  power  from  the  invigorating 
beams  of  their  father  ;  but  that  when  he  difap- 
peared,  they  remained  dilpirited  and  weak  :  they 
therefore  propokd  that  the  Spaniards  fhould  be 
attacked  in  the  night,  and  utterly  deftroyed  be- 
fore they  could  be  reanimated  by  the  rifing  of 
the  fun.  This  important  intelligence  the  fenate 
communicated  to  Xicotental,  with  orders  to 
execute  it,  and  he  began  immediately  to  make 
his  preparations. 

Cortes  in  the  mean  time  was  particularly  care- 
ful to  preferve  ftrict  difcipline  ;  he  kept  centi- 
nels  pofted  at  a  diftance  from  the  quarters,  the 
guards  were  regularly  mounted  and  relieved, 
the  foldiers  re'fted  upon  their  arms,  and  the 
horfes  ftood  faddled  all  night. 

Thefe  precautions  were  of  the  utmoft  confe- 
quence  ;  for  on  the  night  deftined  for  the  pro- 
jected attack,  the  out-centinels  difcovered  a 
large  number  of  the  enemy  marching  towards 
their  quarters,  in  a  very  flow  and  filent  manner-, 
and  notice  being  given  of  their  approach,  the 
foldiers,  without  noife  or  confuiion,  manned  the 
works,  and  chearfully  waited  to  give  them  a 
warm  reception. 
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Xicotental  had  brought  ten-thoufand  men 
with  him,  whom  he  ordered  to  attack  the  Spa- 
niards on  three  fides  at  once,  an  order  which  they 
obeyed  with  equal  fpeed  and  refolution  :  but 
they  met  with  a  refiftance  fo  great  and  unexpect- 
ed, that  many  were  killed  on  the  fpot,  and  the 
reft  were  the  more  terrified,  as  they  had  come  in 
full  confidence  of  finding  the  Spaniards  weak 
and  unprepared. 

Xicotental  was  now  convinced  of  the  delufion 
of  the  forcerers  •,  but  animated  by  rage,  he  re- 
turned to  the  aflault  with  double  fury  :  his  In- 
dians helping  one  another  to  climb  over  the 
walls,  and  one  party  fucceeding  as  another  was 
flain  ;  till  at  length  the  general,  finding  it  im- 
poflible  to  carry  his  point,  ordered  the  fignal 
for  a  retreat  to  be  given  :  but  Cortes  perceiving 
them  on  the  point  of  retreating,  fent  out  part  of 
his  infantry,  and  all  his  horle,  furnifhed  with 
breaft-plates  full  of  bells,  to  charge  the  Indi- 
ans, who  were  fo  terrified  at  the  unufual  noife, 
that  they  fled  in  confufion,  leaving  a  conside- 
rable number  dead,  and  fome  wounded,  whom 
they  had  not  time  to  carry  oft".  This  victory 
coft  them  only  one  fingle  man,  who  was  a  Zem- 
poallan  j  a  circumftance  altogether  furpriz- 
ing  ! 

As  foon  as  the  news  of  this  action  reached 
Tlafcala,  the  inhabitants  were  unanimous  in 
their  clamours  for  peace,  and  their  demands  for 
juftice  on  the  magicians  who  had  deceived  them. 
The  fenate  afiembling,  unanimoufly  agreed  to 
punifh  the  impoftors,  two  of  whom  they  imme- 
diately facrificed  to  their  gods,  and  to  implore 
forgivenefs  of  the  ftrangers,  whom  they  now 
believed  were  certainly  the  heavenly  people 
mentioned  in  their  prophecy. 

In  the  mean  time  a  meflenger  was  difpatched 
to  Xicotental,  to  acquaint  him  with  the  refo- 
lution of  the  fenate,  and  to  command  him  to 
profecute  the  war  no  farther ;  but  that  general 
being  exafperated  againft  the  Spaniards,  from 
whom  he  longed  to  retrieve  his  honour,  abfo- 
lutely  refufed  to  comply  with  this  command  j 
and  refolved  to  attack  the  Spaniards  a  fecond 
time  by  night,  having  firft  informed  himfelf  of 
the  ftrength  and  nature  of  their  fortifications* 
for  which  purpofe  he  employed  forty  foldiers  to 
enter  the  Spanifti  quarters  among  the  country 
people,  who  reibrted  thither  to  exchange  pro- 
vifions  for  baubles. 

Thefe  fpies  had  fpent  the  greateft  part  of  the 
morning  among  the  Spaniards,  unlufpefted  ; 
till  a  Zempoallan,  who  had  obferved  one  of 
them  examining  the  fortifications  very  narrowly, 
communicated  his  fufpicion  to  Cortes,  who  or- 
dering the  man  to  be  feized  and  put  to  the  tor- 
ture, he  made  an  ample  confeflion,  in  confe- 
quence  of  which  his  confederates  were  appre- 
hended, and  the  whole  plan  difcovered.  Cortes 
then  ordered  fifteen  of  the  moftobflinate  of  thefe- 
fpies  to  be  punifhed  ■,  fome  by  lofing  a  hand, 
and  others  their  thumbs,  and  difmifled  them  to 
tell  Xicotental  that  he  was  prepared  for  his  com- 
ing, and  had  fent  thole  fpies  alive,  that  he 
might  not  lofe  their  information  refpedting  the 
Spanifti  works. 

The  Indian  army  was  ftruck  with  horror  and 
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aftonifliment  at  the  fight  of  this  bloody  Spectacle, 
and  their  meffage  deeply  impreffed  the  general's 
mind,  who  now  began  to  think  that  the.  Spa- 
niards could  not  have  difcovered  his  defign  with- 
out fome  fupernatural  intelligence  :  but  while 
he  ruminated  on  this  fubject,  he  was  accofted 
by  feveral  perlbns,  whom  the  fenate  had  fent  to 
divert  him  of  his  command  :  and  he  was  imme- 
diately deferted  by  the  captains  and  private  men, 
who  being  agitated  with  a  thoufand.  fears,  dif- 
peried  different  ways,  leaving  him  to  return  to 
Tlafcala  in  the  capacity  of  a  private  man. 

All  that  night,  and  the  fucceeding  day,  the 
Spaniards  expected  an  attack  ;  but  on  the  fe- 
cond  morning  the  advanced  centinels  difcovered 
four  perfons  of  rank,  coming  along  the  road, 
adorned  with  white  feathers  in  token  of  peace, 
and  followed  by  thirty  Indians  loaded  with  pro- 
vifions. 

As  they  approached,  they  halted  from  time 
to  time,  as  if  afraid  to  advance,  bowing  their 
bodies,  and  touching  the  earth  with  their  hands, 
which  they  afterwards  applied  to  their  lips,  as 
fignals  of  refpeft  and  humility.  Marina  ap- 
pearing upon  the  wall,  aiked  from  whom  and 
for  what  purpofe  they  came  ?  and  when  they 
had  anfwered,  "  From  the  fenate  and  republic 
of  Tlafcala,  to  treat  of  peace,"  they  were  per- 
mitted to  enter  •,  and  being  introduced  to  Cortes, 
who  received  them  with  great  ftate,  they  made 
many  apologies  for  what  was  paft,  lued  for 
peace,  and  earneftly  befought  him  to  march  into 
their  city,  where  the  Spaniards  mould  be  ferved 
and  refpe&ed  as  children  of  the  fun,  and  brothers 
of  the  gods. 

Cortes,  with  an  affected  feverity  of  counte- 
nance, defired  them  to  tell  the  fenate,  that  their 
being  admitted  to  his  prefence,  ought  to  be  con- 
f.dered  as  a  mark  of  his  condefcenfion  ;  that 
though  peace  was  agreeable  to  his  inclination, 
they  had  no  right  to  expect  he  lhould  grant  it 
immediately-,  that  he  would,  however,  endeavour 
to  appeafe  the  anger  of  his  captains,  and  in  the 
mean  time  the  Tlafcalans  would  do  well  to  faci- 
litate an  accommodation  by  an  amendment  in 
their  conduct. 

The  fame  of  the  Spaniards  increafed  with 
their  victories  ;  and  Motezuma,  whole  couriers 
informed  him  of  every  thing  that  palled,  was 
extremely  alarmed  at  Cortes's  victories  over  the 
Tlafcalans,  fearing  that  if  they  mould  unite  their 
forces,  they  might  be  able  to  overturn  his  whole 
empire:  notwithstanding  which,  he  was  fo  infa- 
tuated, that  inftead  of  raifing  an  army  in  his 
own  defence,  he  fent  another  prefent  to  Cortes, 
by  five  Mexicans  of  the  firft  rank,  who  were 
commiffioned  to  watch  over  his  actions,  to  divert 
him  from  his  intended.journey,  and,  if  poffible, 
to  prevent  his  coming  to  an  accommodation  with 
the  Thfcalans. 

Theie  an  the  Spanifh  quar- 

ters, directly  after  the  Tiaicalsn  numfters  had 
departed,  and  were  farourably  received  by 
Cortes.  .   the  ;uefent,  which   was 

worth  a  the  .'  .eces  of  eight,  but  would  not 

dilmib  then  .diateiy,  being   deiirous  that 

they  it:.        ■  .  wkneffesto  the  humiliation  of  the 

part  till  they 
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lhould   be  able  to  accomplish  the  intention  of 
their  embaffy. 

The  neighbouring  villages,  were,  in  the  mean 
time,  ordered  by  the  republic,  to  furnifh  provi- 
fions  gratis  for  the  Spanifh  army  ;  and  in  two 
days  Cortes  was  vifited  by  Xicotental,  at  the 
head  of  fifty  noblemen  who  attended  him  with 
the  enfigns  of  peace.  He  was  a  well  made  man, 
above  the  middle  ftature,  and  of  an  agreeable  af- 
pect  :  he  was  dreffed  in  a  white  mantle  adorned 
with  jewels  -,  he  appeared  before  Cortes  with  the 
free  air  of  a  foldier,  and  having  taken  his  feat 
and  mentioned  his  name,  readily  acknowledged 
himfelf  to  have  been  the  caufe  of  the  war,  ima- 
gining the  Spaniards  to  have  been  the  friends  of 
Motezuma,  whom  he  detefted  ;  but  faid  he  was 
come  to  put  himfeTintothe  handsof  hisconquer- 
or,  hoping  by  this  fubmiffion  to  obtain  peace 
and  pardon  for  his  country  :  he  likewife  intreat- 
ed  Cortes  to  enter  the  city,  where  he  would  find 
quarters  provided  for  his  men  ;  and  he  begged 
ineir  wives  and  gods  might  be  protected  from 
violence. 

Alter  having,  in  the  hearing  of  the  Mexican 
ambaifadors,  warmly  complained  of  the  unjuft 
war  they  had  carried  on  ;  Cortes  granted  the 
peace  they  defired,  and  promifed  that  no  vio- 
lence lhould  be  committed  by  the  foldiers  :  the 
conference  then  broke  up,  Cortes  giving  Xico- 
tental his  hand  at  parting,  and  telling  him  that 
when  he  had  difpatched  Motezuma's  ambaifa- 
dors, he  would  return  his  vifit. 

This  peace  was  ridiculed  by  the  Mexicans, 
who  feemed  to  wonder  that  Cortes  fho.uld  fuffer 
himfelf  to  be  impofed  upon  by  the  Tlafcalans, 
who  only  fought  to  lull  him  into  fecurity,  that 
they  might  deftroy  him  and  his  foldiers  with  the 
greater  eafe  :  but  when  they  fawthat  he  was  de- 
termined to  grant  the  peace,  they  requefted  that 
he  would  poftpone  his  march  to  Tlafcala  for  fix 
days,  while  two  of  their  number  went  to  inform 
the  emperor  of  this  tranfaction,  and  the  reft 
would  remain  there  to  expect  his  relblution  :  to 
which  requeft  Cortes  confented,  for  he  did  net 
think  it  prudent  to  break  with  Motezuma. 

The  ambaffadors  returned  within  the  limited 
time,  together  with  fix  gentlemen  of  great  rank, 
and  a  fplendid  train  of  attendants,  bringing  with 
them  a  prefent  of  greater  value  than  the  former, 
and  declaring  that  Motezuma  defired  to  be  the 
friend  and  confederate  of  the  great  prince  whom 
the  Spaniards  obeyed,  and  would  pay  him  an 
annual  tribute,  on  condition  that  they  would  en- 
ter into  no  league  with  the  Tlafcalans,  and  give 
over  all  thoughts  of  comino-  to  Mexico,  for  his 
people  were  refolved  that  no  ftrangers  lhould 
approach  their  fovereign. 

Cortes  delayed  giving  them  his  anfwer,  be- 
caufe  they  lhould  be  witnefies  of  the  peace  with 
Tlafcaja,  and  he  determined  to  detain  them  as 
long  as  poffible,  that  Motezuma  might  have  the 
lefs  time  to  prepare  for  hoftilities.  The  Tlafca- 
lans were  fo  alarmed  by  thefe  embaffies,  that  the 
government  came  to  the  refolution  of  vifiting 
Cortes  in  the  form  of  a  fenate,  in  order  to  con- 
vince him  of  their  fincerity,  and  induce  him  to 
break  off  his  negotiation  with  the  Mexicans. 
Accordingly  the  fenators  were  carried  upon 
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the  ihoulders  of  inferior  officers,  and  arrived  in 
lolemn  proceifion,  at  the  quarters  of  the  Spa- 
niards, where  Cortes  received  them  with  his 
ufual  ilate  and  civility,  and  after  they  were  feat- 
ed,  he  was  harrangued  by  the  father  of  Xico- 
tental,  an  old  blind  man,  of  a  venerable  ap- 
pearance, who  acquainted  him  that  the  lenate  ot 
Tlafcala  were  come  to  fue  for  peace  on  his  own 
terms  •,  to  perfuade  him  from  engaging  in  any 
league  with  Motezuma,  whom  he  repreiented  as 
a  tyrant  •,  and  to  intreat  him  to  honour  their  city 
with  his  prefence  ;  which  lait  circumtlance  he 
urged  lb  warmly,  that  Cortes  promifed  to  march 
to  Tlafcala,  as  foon  as  the  people  of  the  neigh- 
ing villages  were  ready  to  conduct  his  artillery 
and  baggage. 

In  coniequence  of  this  declaration,  five  hun- 
dred Tamenes,  or  carriers,  appeared  at  his  quar- 
ters the  next  morning,  and  having  made  the  pro- 
per difpofitions,he  immediately  began  his  march. 
The  fields  were  rilled  with  prodigious  numbers 
of  people,  who  made  fuch  motions  and  outcries, 
as  the  Spaniard;  miitcok  for  threats  of  war,  till 
they  were  undeceived  by  Marina,  who  informed 
them  that  the  Indians,  at  their  feltivals,  ufually 
exprefled  their  joy  in  this  manner. 

At    a   confider.ible   diftance  frorti  the   town 

the   Spaniards   were  met   by  the  fenators    and 

nobles,  who  having  paid  their  refpects  to  Cortes, 

turned  about  and  marched   before.     At  their 

entrance   the  city  refonndtd  with  acclamations,  i 

and  the  difagreeable  noife  of  their  drums,  pipes, 

and   horns ;  and  fo  great  was  the  concourfe  of 

people   that  the   magiftrat.es  could  hardly  keep 

the   pafiage  free.     Some  of  the  women  threw 

flowers  on  the  Spaniards,  while  others,    more 

bold,    put   nofegays    into    their    hands.      The" 

priefts  dreffed  in  long  garments,  came  with  their 

copper  cenfers,    fumigating  the    Spaniards   as 

they  palled,  and  the  countenances   of  all   the 

ipectators  were  expreffive    of  joy,    admiration 

and  awe. 

Quarters  were  provided  in  a  large  building, 
which  had  three  or  four  fpacious  courts,  and 
a  great  number  of  rooms,  where  the  whole 
army  was  lodged,  and  where  Motezuma's  am- 
baffadors  were  fafe  under  the  protection  of 
Cortes,  who  made  this  public  entrance  into 
Tlafcala,  on  the  twenty-third  of  September 
1 5 19,  having  concluded  a  peace,  by  which  the 
inhabitants  of  that  province  enjoy  feveral  pri- 
veleges  and  exemptions  to  this  day. 

Cortes  confidering  the  character  of  the  Tlafca- 
lans,  acted  with  the  utmoft  circumfpection  and 
vigilance  ;  a  regular  guard  was  kept  in  his  quar- 
ters, he  never  went  abroad  without  a  number 
of  armed  attendants,  and  the  foldiers  never  ap- 
peared but  in  companies,  with  their  fire-arms 
on  their  ihoulders. 

The  Indians  were  mortified  at  thefe  marks 
of  diftruft,  and  Magifcatzen,  in  the  name  of 
the  fenates  complained  to  Cortes  that  his  foldiers 
paffing  through  the  city  with  lightning  on  their 
Ihoulders,  gave  more  offence  by  that  mark  of 
fufpicion,  than  they  would  do  by  committing  real 
acts  of  violence. 

Cortes  allured  him  that  he  was  well  convinc- 
ed of  the  fincerity  and  good  will  of  the  repub- 


lic, but  that  thefe  circumftances  which  gave 
offence,  were  only  the  effects  of  that  difcipline 
by  which  the  Spaniards  were  rendered  invinci- 
ble. The  fenate  was  fatisfied  with  this  anfwer; 
and  the  Spaniards  received  every  day  frefh  proofs 
of  the  friendfhip  and  fidelity  of  their  new  allies; 
being  conftantly  fupplied  with  plenty  of  provi- 
fions,  and  having  prefents  poured  in  upon  them 
from  all  quarters. 

Cortes  ordered  his  principal  apartment  to  be 
turned  into  a  chapel,  where  mafs  was  often  ce- 
lebrated in  the  prefence  of  the  principal  Indians, 
among  whom  Magifcatzen  defired  to  be  in- 
formed of  the  chief  articles  of  the  chriftian  re- 
ligion ;  and  being  inftructed  by  father  de  Ol- 
medo,  approved  of  the  worfhip,  but  could  not 
by  any  means  be  prevailed  upon  to  abandon 
his  own  gods  :  obferving,  that  though  the  God 
of  the  chriftians  might  be  very  powerful,  thofe 
of  the  Indians  were  likewife  mighty  enough  to 
protect  their  worfhippers. 

Cortes,  whole  zeal  fometimes  got  the  better 
of  his  prudence,  propofed  to  deftroy  all  their 
idols  •,  but  his  fervour  was  moderated  by  the 
wifdom  of  de  Olmedoj  who  told  him  that  per- 
fection but  ill  agreed  with  the  doctrines  of 
the  gofpel,  and  that  the  converfion  of  the  In- 
dians required  time  and  gentler  ufage :  He 
however  prevailed  with  the  Tlafcalans  to  de- 
fift  from  offering  human  facrifices,  which  were 
fo  fhocking  a  violation  of  the  laws  of  nature  : 
whereupon  they  inftantly  fet  at  liberty  the 
wretches  who  had  been  fed  in  cages  in  order  to 
be  facrificed.  .     . 

The  peace  being  eftablifhed,  and  the  fenate  of 
Tlafcala  having  fworn  obedience  to  the  King 
of  Spain,  Cortes  fent  away  the  Mexican  am- 
bafladors,  defiring  them  to  inform  their  em- 
peror of  what  had  paffed  in  their  prefence  ;  of 
the  follicitations  and  fidelity  of  the  Tlafcalans, 
over  whom  his  influence  was  now  fo  great,  that  he 
hoped  in  time  to  reduce  them  to  the  obedience 
of  Motezuma  :  and  of  his  determination  to  con- 
tinue his  journey,  that  he  might  confer  with  their 
prince  on  that  fubjec>,  and  others  of  ftill  greater 
confequence. 

While  Cortes  remained  at  Tlafcala,  receiv- 
ing homage  in  the  name  of  the  King  of  Spain, 
from  the  different  towns  and  the  confederates, 
of  the  republic,  there  was  a  furprizing  erup- 
tion of  fire  and  fmoke  from  the  Volcano  of  Po- 
pocatepec,  a  very  high  mountain  eight  leagues 
from  the  city,  which  filled  the  people  with  great 
terror  and  confternatioh :  for  they  imagined  it 
a  prefage  of  misfortunes,  fuppofing  the 
of  fire  to    be    the    fouls    of    tyrants, 
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Magifcatzen  and  fome  of  the  chief  noblemen, 
were  rehearfing  thefe  idle  fancies  to  Cortes,  when 
Diego  de  Ordaz  came  to  afk  leave  to  afcend  the; 
mountain  to  examine  the  Volcano.  The  In- 
dians were  aftoniilied  at  the  requeft,  and  en- 
deavoured to  perfuade  him  from  fo  dangerous 
an  enterprize,  laying  that  the  mod  courageous 
people  of  their  nation,  had  never  ventured  be- 
vond  fome  hermitages  of  their  gods,  which  were 
fituated  about  the  middle  of  the  eminence,  and 
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that  dreadful  roarings  and  tremblings  forbad  all 
farther  approach. 

This  account  inflamed  the  curiofity  of  Diego 
<de  Ordaz  •,  and  Cortes,  willing  to  give  a  ixefh 
proof  of  Spanifh.  courage,  having  granted  his 
requeft,  he  let  out,  in  company  with  two 
foldiers,  and  fome  of  the  Indian  chiefs,  who  en- 
gaged to  attend  him  as  far  as  the  hermitages. 
He  found  the  bottom  of  the  mountain,  and  a 
confiderable  part  of  its  aicent,  covered  on  all 
fides  with  green  trees  ;  then  the  earth  grew  bar- 
ren by  degrees,  and  fome  parts  of  the  mountain 
■were  whitened  with  afb.es  difcharged  from  the 
volcano. 

The  Indians  flopped  at  the  hermitages,  to 
which  they  never  expected  to  fee  the  Spaniards 
return  ;  and  Ordaz  with  his  two  foldiers,  pro- 
ceeded, climbing  courageoufly  among  the  rocks, 
till  they  attained  a  place  at  a  fmall  diftance  from 
the  top,  where  they  felt  the  earth  greatly  agi- 
tated under  them,  and  heard  a  dreadful  roaring 
from  the  mouth  of  the  Volcano,  which  in  a  lit- 
tle time,  with  redoubled  noife,  difcharged  a  vaft 
quantity  of  fire  and  fmoke,  which  darting  up- 
wards to  a  prodigious  height,  fell  down  upon  the 
Spaniards,  in  fhowers  of  afhes  fo  hot  and  thick, 
that  they  were  compelled  to  take  fhelter  in  the 
[hollow  of  a  rock,  where  they  were  almoft  ftifled : 
but  Diego  de  Ordaz  perceiving  that  the  earth- 
quake was  paft,  encouraged  his  companions-  to 
profecute  the  difcovery,  till  they  came  to  the 
mouth  of  the  volcano,  which  was  upwards  of  a 
mile  in  circumference  :  when  they  obierved  at 
the  bottom  a  large  mafsof  fire,  which  boiled  up 
dike  fome  fhining  metal  in  fufion. 

They  returned  fafe  with  this  account,  to  the 
amazement  of  the  Indians,  whofe  efleem  for  the 
Spaniards  was  not  a  little  increaied  by  this  ad- 
venture, which  afterwards  proved  of  the  utmoft 
fervice,  for  Ordaz  found  a  large  quantity  of 
fulphur  in  the  mountain,  of  which  gunpowder 
was  made,  at  a  time  when  the  army  were  in  the 
greatell  want  of  it. 

Cortes  having  fpent  twenty  days  at  Tlafeala, 
during  which  he  was  entertained  with  feftivals, 
dances,  and  feats  of  agility,  declared  his  inten- 
tion of  proceeding  for  Cholula  ;  but  in  this  he 
was  oppofed  by  the  Tlafcalans,  who  urged  the 
lame  arguments  formerly  made  ufe  of  by  die 
Zempoallans  ;  faying  that  Cholula  was  a  facred 
place,  in  which  were  four  hundred  temples,  and 
fuch  malignant  gods,  that  they  terrified  the  world 
with  prodigies  •,  and  therefore  it  would  be  dan- 
gerous to  enter  their  territories,  without  fome 
aiTurance  of  their  being  propitious. 

At  this  time  new  ambafiadors  arrived  from 
Motezuma,  with  permifiion  for  the  Spaniards  to 
proceed  by  the  way  of  Cholula,  where  he  had 
provided  quarters  for  the  army. 

The  Tlafcalans  hereupon  concluded  that  there 
was  treachery  in  the  cade,  and  Magifcatzen  re- 
peated his  remonftrances,  with  fuch  demonftra- 
tions  of  concern,  that  Cortes  called  a  council  in 
his  prefence,  in  which  it  was  agreed  that  they 
could  not  poffibly  avoid  the  road  propofed  by 
Motezuma,  without  difcovering  their  fufpicions 
of  his  fincerity  ;  that  let  this  fufpicion  be  well  or 
;H  founded  it  would  be  improper,  to  difclofe  it, 


and  no  lefs  dangerous  to  leave  enemies  behind 
them  ;  fo  that  it  was  necefiary  for  them  to  go 
to  Cholula,  to  difcover  the  intentions  of  Mote- 
zuma, and  add  new  reputation  to  their  arms,  by 
:  chaftizing  the  perfidy  of  his  fubjecls. 

The  opinion  which  the  Tlafcalans  had  formed 
of  Motezuma,  was,  however,  juft.  That  prince, 
terrified  at  the  victories  of  the  Spaniards,  and 
afhamed  of  employing  his  armies  againft  fuch  a 
fmall  number,  had  refolved  to  deftroy  them  by 
artifice,  and  had  chofen  Cholula  for  that  pur- 
pofe  ;  but  the  inhabitants  of  that  city  appear  to 
have  been  ftrangers  to  the  arts  of  diffimulation, 
for  they  neglected  to  fend  deputies  to  Cortes,, 
who  complained  to  the  Mexican  ambafiadors  of 
this  inftance  of  difrefpeft  •,  and  even  when  they 
were  acquainted  with  his  difpleafure,  they  fent 
four  perfor.s  with  fuch  mean  equipage,  that 
Cortes  refufed  to  admit  them  to  his  prefence. 

The  day  of  his  departure  being  come,  he  arofe 
early  in  the  morning,  to  draw  up  his  own  men 
and  the  Zempoallan  auxiliaries  ;  when  he  was 
furprked  to  find  the  whole  force  of  the  republic 
and  her  allies,  diitinguifhed  by  their  various  en- 
figns,  and  the  colour  of  their  feathers,  ready  in 
the  field.  Cortes  acknowledged  their  care  and 
aired  ion  in  terms  of  the  warmeft  gratitude,  but 
infilled  on  taking  only  fix  thoufand  of  the  re- 
public's troops,  with  which  he  began  his  march. 
towards  Cholula,  which  was  about  five  leagues 
from  Tlafeala  :  and  that  fame  evening  halted 
near  a  pleafant  river,  within  three  miles  of  the 
town,  which  he  did  not  chufe  to  enter  by 
night. 

Here  he  was  vifited  by  feveral  perfons  of  con- 
fequence,  deputed  by  the  city  to  cany  him  pro- 
vifions,  and  exeufe  thecnielves  for  not  waiting 
upon  him  at  Tlafeala,  as  he  was  then  in  the 
midil  of  their  enemies.  Thefe  gentlemen,  wel- 
comed him  and  his  people  to  their  city  ;  and 
Cortes,  giving  them  a  favourable  reception,  ad- 
mitted their  exeufe,  though  he  was  by  no  means 
convinced  of  their  fincerity. 

The  next  day  he  continued  his  march  towards 
the  city,  where  he  was  met  by  the  caciques  and 
prieils,  attended  by  a  multitude  of  unarmed 
people,  who  appeared  to  be  filled  with  joy  and 
reverence  ;  but  when  they  perceived  the  body  of 
Tlafcalans  that  marched  in  the  rear,  their  coun- 
tenances changed,  and  a  murmur  of  difcontent 
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na  being  ordered  to  afk  the  reafon  of  it,  was  an- 
fwered  that  the  Tlafcalans  being  their  enemies, 
mufl  not  enter  the  city  in  arms,  wherefore  they 
earneftly  intreated  that  Cortes  would  order  them 
to  return.  He  was  a  little  difconcerted  at  this 
requeft  ;  however  he  defired  the  Tlafcalans  to 
lie  without  the  city,  with  which  they  readily 
complied,  and  took  up  their  lodgings  at  a  place, 
from  which,  in  cafe  of  neceflity,  they  might 
readily  come  to  the  affiftance  of  the  Spa-- 
niards. 

The  Spaniards  entered  Cholula,  as  they  had 
done  Tlafeala,  paffing  through  an  amazing 
croud  of  people,  who  rent  the  air  with  accla- 
mations :  the  women  prefented  nofegays  and 
ftrewed  flowers,  the  caciques  reverenced  them, 
the  priefts  perfumed  them :  the  noife  was  heigh- 
tened 
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tened  by  a  number  of  inflruments,  and  every 
thing  feemed  to  denote  univerfal  joy,  which  the 
Spaniards  now  began  to  think  fincere,  though 
they  at  firft  advanced  to  the  place  filled  with 
jealous  apprehenfions. 

The  city  of  Cholula  flood  in  an  open  and  de- 
lightful plain,  and  contained  twenty  thoufand 
inhabitants,  with  about  an  equal  number  in  the 
luburbs.  It  was  greatly  frequented  by  ftrangers, 
on  account  of  its  being  a  place  of  great  trade, 
and  efteemed  a  fanctuary  of  the  gods.  The 
ftreets  were  lpacious  and  well  planned,  the  build- 
ings larger  and  more  beautiful  thanthofe  of  Tlaf- 
cala,  and  the  great  number  of  lumptuous  towers 
which  adorned  the  city,  fhewed  the  multitude 
of  their  temples.  The  quarters  appointed  for 
the  Spaniards  were  three  or  four  large  buildings 
contiguous  to  each  other,  and  fufficient  to  hold 
both  them  and  the  Zempoallans.  The  Tlafca- 
lans  pitched  upon  a  place  at  a  fmall  diftance 
from  the  town,  which  they  fecured  with  fome 
works,  formed  guards,  and  placed  centinels,  in 
imitation  of  the  Spaniards,  from  whom  by  this 
time  they  had  acquired  fome  degree  of  military 
knowledge. 

For  the  firft  three  or  four  days  there  was  the 
utmoft  appearance  of  fnendfhip  and  tranquillity  •, 
but  after  that,  provifions  grew  gradually  icarcer, 
and  the  entertainments  of  the  caciques  totally 
ceafed  ;  Motezuma's  ambaffadors  held  private 
conferences  with  the  priefts,  and  the  people  be- 
gan to  look  on  the  Spaniards  with  an  air  of  fcorn 
and  diflike ;  which  circumftances  naturally  a- 
wakened  the  fufpicion  of  the  latter,  and  Cortes 
was  contriving  means  to  difcover  the  defigns  of 
the  Cholulans,when  the  whole  affair  was  brought 
to  light  by  meer  accident. 

Marina  had  contracted  an  acquaintance  with 
an  old  Indian  woman  of  diftinction,  who  coming 
one  morning  to  her  apartment,  begged,  with 
marks  of  the  greateft  earneftnefs  and  affection, 
that  fhe  would  immediately  leave  thole  a- 
bominable  ftrangers,  and  come  to  her  houfe, 
where  fhe  fhould  find  entertainment  and  pro- 
tection. 

Marina  thinking  there  was  fomething  extra- 
ordinary in  this  requeft,  difguifed  her  fentiments, 
bemoaned  her  captivity,  and  acted  her  part  with 
fuch  dexterity,  that  the  Indian  lady,  believing 
her  fincere,  told  her  in  plain  terms  that  there 
was  no  time  to  be  loft,  for  the  Spaniards  were 
devoted  to  deftruction  •,  that  Motezuma  had 
provided  twenty  thoufand  Mexicans  to  fecure 
the  fuccefs  of  the  defign  ;  that  of  this  number 
fix  thoufand  chofen  men  had  already  entered  the 
city  in  fmall  parties  •,  that  abundance  of  arms 
were  diftributed  among  the  inhabitants,  who 
had  carried  up  large  quantities  of  ftones  to  the 
tops  of  their  houfes,  and  cut  deep  trenches  a- 
crofs  the  ftreets,  in  which  fharp  flakes  were 
fixed,  which  were  flightly  covered  with  earth, 
for  the  deftruction  of  the  horfes  :  that  Motezu- 
ma had  determined  to  deflroy  all  the  Spaniards  •, 
but  had  given  orders  that  fome  of  them  fhould 
be  taken  alive,  to  fatisfy  his  curiofity  and  zeal 
for  religion  •,  and  that  he  had  preferred  the  Cho- 
lulans  with  a  curious  golden  drum  to  excite  their 
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Marina  having  gained  this  intelligence,  de- 
clared herfelf  ready  to  attend  her  deliverer  ;  and 
on  pretence  of  going  to  fetch  her  jewels,  haften- 
ed  immediately  and  related  the  whole  affair  to 
Cortes,  who  ordered  the  Indian  woman  to  be 
feized,  and  by  threats  extorted  from  her  a  reci- 
tal of  all  the  particulars. 

At  the  fame  time  fome  Tlafcalan  foldiers,  en- 
tering the  city  in  the  difguife  of  peafants,  warn- 
ed him  to  be  upon  his  guard,  for  they  had  feen 
the  Cholulans  carrying  their  women  and  chil- 
dren to  the  neighbouring  villages. 

Two  or  three  Zempoallans  had  by  accident 
difcovered  the  trenches,  and  fome  works  made 
to  guide  the  horfes  to  unfufpected  precipices  ; 
and  Cortes  learnt  that  there  had  in  the  morning 
been  a  facrifice  of  ten  children,  male  and  female, 
a  ceremony  never  performed  but  when  they  were 
on  the  eve  of  fome  military  action. 

Cortes,  now  fully  convinced  of  the  reality  of 
their  defign,  thinking  it  neceffary  to  juftify  his 
conduct  by  the  teftimony  of  fome  unexceptiona- 
ble witneffes  of  their  own  nation,  fent  for  three 
of  dieir  chief  priefts,  and  talking  with  i.hem  fe- 
perately,  mentioned  all  the  particulars  of  the 
defign  without  difclofing  the  authors  of  the  in- 
formation ;  fo  that  believing  hirn  endued  with 
the  power  of  penetrating  their  very  thoughts, 
they  acknowledged  the  truth,  and  laid  the  blame 
of  the  whole  defign  upon  Motezuma.  Thefe 
priefts  were  then  fecretly  imprifoned ;  and  Mo- 
tezuma's ambaffaciors  being  excluded  from  all 
communication  with  the  people,  Cortes  affem- 
bled  his  captains  ;  and  having  informed  them  of 
the  confpiracy,  propofed  a  plan  for  punifhing 
the  Cholulans,  which  met  with  their  unanimous, 
approbation. 

In  confequence  of  this  plan  he  acquainted  the 
magiftrates  that  he  fhould  depart  the  next  day ; 
demanded  provifions  for  his  march,  Indians  to 
carry  his  baggage,  and  two  thoufand  armed  men 
to  join  the  Tlafcalans  and  Zempoallans  in  hisfer- 
vice.  Thefe  laft  he  demanded  with  a  view  to  difun  ite 
their  forces,  and  they  readily  granted  his  requeft, 
in  order  to  introduce  among  his  troops  concealed 
enemies,  to  be  ufed  as  occafion  might  offer.  Or- 
ders were  then  given  for  the  Tlafcalans  to  draw 
near  the  city  at  the  break  of  day  ;  and  on  the 
firft  difcharge  of  the  fire  arms,  to  enter  the  city, 
and  join  the  Spaniards  and  Zempoallans. 

At  night  the  quarters  were  fecured  with  cen- 
tinels and  guards  ;  and  then  Cortes  fending  for 
Motezuma's  ambaffadors,  told  them  that  he  had 
difcovered  a  confpiracy  formed  againft  him  by 
the  people  of  Cholula,  whom  he  was  determin- 
ed to  punifh  for  the  violation  of  the  laws  of  hof- 
pitality,  and  the  rather  becaufe  they  had  pre- 
tended to  have  received  orders  and  affiftance 
from  the  emperor  to  deflroy  the  Spaniards  in 
that  infamous  manner  :  and  he  declared  that  he 
was  not  fo  much  incenfed  at  their  treacherous 
intentions  towards  hirnfelf,  as  at  their  infolence 
in  pretending  to  fan&ify  their  crime  by  the 
name  of  Motezuma. 

The  ambaffadors  appeared  to  be  overwhelmed 
with  terror  and  confufion  •,  but  declared  they 
knew  nothing  of  the  confpiracy ;  and  endea- 
voured to  fave  the  credit  of  their  prince  ;  while 
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Cortes  rejoiced  in  this  opportunity  of  defeating 
Motezuma's  arts,  and  at  the  fame  time  raifing 
the  reputation  of  his  arms. 

The  carriers  came  early  in   the  morning  with 
provifions,  though  in  a  fmall  quantity  ;  and  af- 
terwards   came  the  armed  Indians,    but  in   a 
greater  number  than    Cortes   had  demanded  : 
thefe  he  fecured  in  the  feveral  parts  of  his  quar- 
ters, feperating  them  under  pretence  of  forming 
his  battalions  in  his  cuftomary  manner.     Theie 
being   fecured,  he  put  his  men  in  order,  and 
mounting  his  horfe,  fent  for  the  caciques,  and 
told  them  in  a  loud  and  angry  tone  of  voice, 
(Marina  interpreting  his  words,-)  that  as  he  had 
difcovered   their  confpiracy,    he  would  punifh 
them  with  fuch  feverity  as  fhould  make   them 
repent  the  treachery  of  their  conduct . 
r        They  no  fooner  heard  his    declaration,  than 
they  retired  with  great  expedition  to  join  their 
own  forces,  infulting  him  with  abules  and  threats, 
which  they  uttered  as  they   fled.     Cortes  then 
ordered  his   infantry  to  fall   upon  their  foldiers, 
whom   he  kept  divided   in   the  iquares,  all  of 
whom  were  foon  deilroyed,  except  a  few  who 
efcaped    by     throwing    themielves    from    the 
walls. 

This  bloody  (laughter  being  finifhed,  he  gave 
the  fignal   for  the  Tlafcalans  to   advance,  and 
then  moved  flowly  into  the  principal  ftreet,  ha- 
ving firft  left  a  guard  in  the  quarters,  and  fent 
forward  fome  Zempoallans  to  dilcover  the  tren- 
ches, that  the  horfes  might  avoid  the  danger. 
The  Cholulans  in  the  mean  time,  called  in  the 
Mexicans,  to  join  in  a  great  fquare,  in  which 
were  three  temples,  pofted  a  number  of  people 
on  the  tops  of  the  towers,  and  in  the  porches, 
while  the  reft  were  divided  into  feveral  bodies 
to  engage  the  Spaniards  :  but  juft  as  the  troops 
of  Cortes  entered  the   fquare,  and  the    charge 
was  given,  the  Tlafcalans  clofing  with  the  ene- 
my's rear,    they  were  fo  difordered  that  they 
could  not  fly,  and  unable  to  defend  themfelves, 
fell  in  heaps  without  refiftance.     The  fteps  and 
terraces  of  the  temple  were   covered  with  mul- 
titudes of  armed  men,  who  were   lo   crowded 
that  they  had  hardly  room  to  turn,  or  diicharge 
their  arrrows  ;  when  Cortes   advancing  to  the 
largeft  temple,  ordered  his   interpreters  to  pro- 
claim free   pafiage   and  pardon   to  all  fuch  as 
Ihould  voluntarily   come   down   and    furrender 
themielves ;  and  this  offer,  though  twice  repeat- 
ed, being  rejected  by  all  but  one  Indian,  he  or- 
dered the  artillery  to  play  upon  the  temples  and 
towers,  fo   that  great  numbers  perifhed  in  the 
ruins ;  and,  upon  the  whole,  about  fix  thoufand 
of  the  Mexicans  and  natives  were  {lain. 


The  Tlafcalans  inftantly  pillaged  the  place,  and 
feizing  upon  fome  magazines  of  fait,  fent  feveral 
loads  of  it  to  their  own  city,  where  it  was  much 
wanted.  Cortes  having  affigned  them  quarters 
without  the  city,  retired  to  his  own  lodgings, 
and  ordered  the  principal  people  of  the  town, 
whom  he  had  taken  prifoners,  togetiier  with  the 
Indian  woman  and  the  prieils,  whom  he  had 
kept  confined,  to  be  brought  into  his  prefence, 
he  expreffed  his  concern  at  having  been  com- 
pelled to  punifh  the  city  fo  fcverely,  publifhed  a 
general  pandon,  and  begged  the  caciques  would 
call  back  thofe  who  had  fled. 

The  ambafladors  complimented  Cortes  on  the 
fuccefs  of  the  day,  and  the  citizens,  encouraged 
by  his  lenity,  returned  to  their  reipe&ive  em- 
ployments, fo  that  the  tumult  entirely  ceafed. 

On  the  day  after  the  battle,  Xicotental  arrived 
with  twenty  thoufand  men,  who  had  been  fenc 
by  the  Tlafcalans  to  the  fen/ice  of  the  Spaniard* 
who  on  all  occafions  experienced  the  fidelity  of 
thofe  allies  :  but  Cortes  having  acknowledged 
the  favour  intended  him,  told  the  general,  that 
as  he  propofed  foon  to  begin  his  march  to  Mexi- 
co, it  would  be  highly  improper  to  exafperate 
Motezuma  by  bringing  into  his  dominions  fuch 
a  number  of  his  declared  enemies  ;  and  Xico- 
tental, owning  the  propriety  of  this  obfervation, 
promifed  to  retire,  and  keep  the  troops  in  readi- 
nefs  for  his  fervice,  in  cafe  they  were  wanted: 
but  before  they  returned,  Cortes  meditated  a 
peace  between  the  republic  and  the  Cholulans, 
by  which  he  opened  a  way  for  the  Tlafcalans  to 
fupply  him  with  fuccours,  and  fecured  to  him- 
felf  a  retreat,  in  cafe  the  expedition  fhould  prove 
unfuccefsful. 

The  day  of  Cortes's  departure  from  Cholula 
approaching,  fome  of  the  Zempoallans  defired 
leave  to  return  home ;  to  which  he  not  only 
readily  confented,  but  took  the  opportunity  of 
fending  by  them  fome  prefents  for  their  cacique  : 
he  alio  wrote  a  fhort  account  of  his  fuccefs  to 
Juan  de  Efcalante,  defiring  him  to  add  new  for- 
tifications to  the  town  of  Vera  Cruz,  to  fecure 
it  from  any  attempts  that  Diego  Velafquez 
might  make  againft  it. 

New  ambafladors  arrived  about  this  time  from 
Motezuma,  who  having  been  acquainted  with 
what  had  pafled  at  Cholula,  and  defirous  of 
avoiding  all  fufpicion  of  having  had  any  concern 
in  that  affair,  not  only  fent  his  thanks  to  Cortes 
for  chaftifing  thofe  traitors,  but  alfo  a  confider- 
ablc  prefent,  hoping  by  thefe  means  to  lead  the 
Spaniards  in  a  blind  fecurity,  that  they  might 
fall  into  a  fnare  which  he  had  provided  for 
them. 
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Cortes  leaves  Cbolula  ;  baffles  a  treacherous  defign  of  the  Mexicans  ;  Motezuma  Is  difpirited  by 
his  oracles  ;  Cortes  is  vifited  by  the  cacique  ofTezueco  ;  arrives  at  that  city,  from  whence 
he  proceeds  to  Jztapalapa  ;  Cortes  enters  Mexico  ;  is  met  by  Motezuma,  who  confers  with 
him  at  his  quarters,  and  g  rants  htm  an  audience  in  the  Royal  Palace ;  A  defcription  of 
Mexico,  with  an  account  of  the  grandeur,  wealth  and  power  of  the  emperor,  and  the  religion, 
and  policy  of  the  Mexican  government. 


HAVING  remained  fourteen  days  at  Cho- 
lula,  Cortes  proceeded  towards  Mexico, 
and  the  firft  night  of  his  march  lodged  at 
a  village,  to  which  the  chiefs  of  the  neighbour- 
ing town  repaired  with  prefents  and  provifions  •, 
and  among  theie  people  he  heard  the  fame  com- 
plaints of  Motezuma,  as  in  the  more  remote 
provinces ;  and  was  told  by  one  of  the  caciques, 
that  the  Mexicans  had  placed  an  ambufcac'e  on 
the  other  fide  of  the  mountain  which  he  was  to 
pafs  the  next  day  :  that  they  had  flopped  up  the 
high  road,  and  opened  another  ending  in  preci- 
pices •,  and  that  the  Spanifh  army  was  to  be 
fuddenly  attacked  at  a  place  where  their  horfe 
could  be  of  no  fervice,  and  the  foot  have  no 
room  to  form  themfelves. 

Although  Cortes  was  highly  incenfed  at  the 
repeated  treachery  of  the  Mexicans,  yet  he  con- 
cealed his  refentment,  and  fetting  out  the  next 
day,  proceeded  with  the  utmoft  caution,  till  he 
reached  the  top  of  the  mountain  ;  when  perceiv- 
ing the  two  roads  which  had  been  defcribed  to 
him,  he  with  great  compofure  turned  to  the 
Mexican  ambafiadors,  and  demanded  the  reafon 
why  one  road  was  newly  made,  and  the  other 
blocked  up  with  trees  and  ftones  •,  in  anfwer  to 
which  they  faid  that  the  old  road  being  fteep 
and  difficult,  had  been  flopped  up,  and  the 
new  one  opened  for  his  convenience.  "  You 
"  are  but  little  acquainted  (cried  Cortes)  with 
"  the  genius  of  our  nation  ;  we  will  march  in 
"  this  road  you  have  broke,  for  no  other  rea- 
"  fon  than  becaufe  it  is  the  moft  difficult."  So 
laying,  he  dcfired  his  Indian  friends  to  march 
forward,  and  remove  the  obftacles  to  his  paf- 
fage  :  which,  to  the  aftonifhment  of  the  ambaf- 
fadors,  was  foon  executed,  for  they  had  no 
idea  that  he  had  the  leaft  knowledge  of  their 
defign :  but  the  Indians  in  ambufcade,  per- 
ceiving that  the  Spaniards  marched  in  the  royal 
road,  concluded  that  they  were  difcovered, 
and  retired  in  diforder,  fo  that  Cortes  defend- 
ed into  the  plain,  without  oppofition,  and 
took  up  his  quarters  for  that  night,  in  fome 
houfes  eredted  for  the  accomodation  of  the 
Mexican  merchants  who  frequented  the  fairs 
of  Cholula. 

Thefe  repeated  difappointments  fo  difpirited 
Motezuma,  that  all  his  courage  forfook  him, 
and  he  grew  daily  more  and  more  devout  •,  he 
reforted  to  the  temples,  increased  the  number  of 
human  facrifices,  and  at  length,  afTembling 
his  Magicians,    commanded  them,  upon  pain 


of  death,  to  meet  the  Spaniards,  and  either 
overcome  or  ftupify  them  by  the  force  of  their 
enchantments. 

In  obedience  to  his  command,  feveralcompa- 
nies  of  necromancers  fetout;  but  having  perform- 
ed their  conjurations  without  fuccefs,  returned, 
and  told  Motezuma,  that  the  god  Tecatlepuca 
from  whom  proceeded  plagues  and  famine,  had 
appeared  to  them  in  a  garment  girt  with  a  rope 
of  wicker,  and  with  a  frowning  afpeft  declared, 
that  the  difolution  of  the  empire  was  at  hand, 
and  Motezuma's  ruin  decreed. 

At  this  report  the  King  was  ftruck  dumb  ; 
but  at  length,  fummoning  all  his  fortitude,  he 
cried  out,  "  If  our  gods  forfake  us,  let  the 
'•'  'ftrangers  come ;  it  would  be  difhonourable 
"  to  turn  our  backs  upon  misfortunes  •,"  and,  af- 
ter a  little  paufe  "  I  lament,  (faid  he)  the  old 
"  men,  women,  and  children,  who  cannot  defend 
"  themfelves  •,"  a  flood  of  tears  running  down 
his  checks  as  he  fpoke. 

From  this  inftant  he  began  to  make  prepara- 
tions for  receiving  the  Spaniards  •,  the  whole 
difcourfe  of  Mexico  turned  upon  their  amaz- 
ing a&ions  ;  the  refemblance  they  bore  to  thofe 
men  of  the  eaft  who  had  been  defcribed  in 
their  prophecies  ;  and  the  prodigies  by  which 
their  coming  had  been  foretold  :  fubjects  of 
converfation  abfolutely  neceflary  to  produce 
fuch  a  prepoffefllon,  as  might  enable  a  handful 
of  men  to  penetrate  to  the  very  court  of  fuch  a 
powerful  and  abfolute  monarch. 

The  next  day  Cortes  advanced  about  two 
leagues,  to  a  village  in  the  jurifdi&ion  of  Chalco, 
where  he  was  vifited  by  the  principal  cacique, 
and  others  of  the  neighbourhood,  who  brought 
him  prefents  and  provifions,  and  in  the  abfence 
of  the  Mexican  ambafiadors,  complained  of 
the  tyranny  of  Motezuma,  and  the  weight  of 
their  taxes  :  adding,  with  tears  in  their  eyes, 
that  he  took  their  women  to  gratify  his  own 
lufl,  and  that  of  his  minifrers ;  fo  that  the 
daughter  was  infecure  in  the  arms  of  her  mo- 
ther, nor  did  the  wife  find  protection  in  her 
husband's  bed. 

Cortes  having  comforted  them  with  the  hope 
of  relief,  continued  his  march  the  next  day 
for  four  leagues,  through  a  pleafant  country, 
adorned  with  beautiful  gardens  and  groves,  till 
he  arrived  at  a  village,  build  on  a  creek  of  the 
great  lake,  where  he  lodged  for  that  night : 
and  to  this  place  the  Mexicans  reforted  in  fuch 
numbers,  with  their  arms  and  military  orna- 
ments. 
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ments,  that  Cortes  began  to  be  fufpic  us  •,  and 
in  orucr  to  keep  them  at  a  p  r  djifcanjcg  he 
order*  :  fome  fire-ai  ns  «nd  pieces  of  artillery, 
to  b  Sired  in  the  air,  the  fight  and  report  of 
v.  :h  io  terrified  ihem,  that  they  retired  with  • 
precipitation. 

In  che  ...  ■  ..v  Cortes  was  vifited  by  the 
lor3,   oi  •        ,  who  was  a  nephew  of  Mo- 

tezuma;  a  ybu^ng  r.an  of  an  engaging  pre- 
ience,  who  ••  irried  on  the  ihoulders  of 
fdrpe  ot  his  'laves,  :n  a  chair  adorned  with  a 
v,,kiy  u!  feathers  curioufly  diverfified. 

As  foon  as  he  alighted,  his  fervants  went 
before  to  fweep  the  ground,  and  keep  back 
the  people  on  each  fide  j  and  Cortes  going  to 
the  door  of  his  apartmen.,  made  a  profound  re- 
verence,which  the  prince  returned  by  firit  touch- 
ing the  earth  and  afterwards  his  lips  with  his 
right-hand,  after  which  he  took  his  feat  with 
an  eafy  air,  and  welcomed  Cortes  and  all  his 
captains  •,  informed  him  of  the  friendly  difpo- 
fition  of  Motezuma  •,  and  mentioned  the  diffi- 
culties attending  his  coming  to  Mexico,  on 
account  of  that  year's  barrennefs,  which  had 
reduced  the  people  to  great  dilirefs,  fo  that 
ftrangers  could  be  but  ill  accommodated,  where 
the  inhabitants  wanted  necefiaries. 

Ir.  anfwer  *o  this  declaration,  Cortes  faid, 
thai  the  King  his'  mailer  having  fome  important 
realons  for  offering  friendf] wp  to  Motezuma, 
and  communicating  feveral  circumftances,  which 
regarded  his  perfon  and  dignity,  he,  his  fer- 
vant,  did  with  great  refpe<ft  accept  the  liberty 
that  had  been  granted  him  of  delivering  his  em- 
bafiy,  regardlefs  of  the  prefent  fcarcity  •,  fince  the 
Spaniards,  inured  to  hardfbips,  deipifed  thofe 
inconveniences  which  diftrefled  people  of  an 
inferior  fpecies. 

The  prince  then  receiving  a  prefent  of  fome 
falfe  jewels  made  of  glafs,  with  which  he  feem- 
ed  highly  delighted,  accompanied  the  army 
as  far  as  Tezueco,  the  capital  of  his  dominions, 
and  then  fet  forward  for  Mexico,  to  give  an  ac- 
count of  his  embafly  to  Motezuma. 

Tezueco  was  one  of  the  largeft  cities  of  the 
empire,  and  was  little  inferior  to  Mexico  itfelf 
in  point  of  grandeur.  The  principal  front  ex- 
tended along  the  banks  of  a  fpacious  lake,  at 
the  beginning  of  the  Mexican  caufeway.  The 
ftreets  were  regular,  the  houfes  very  beautifi  1, 
and  frefh  water  was  conveyed  in  pipes  to  every 
houfe.  Cortes  continued  his  march  along  the 
caufeway,  which  was  compofed  of  (lone  and 
lime ;  and  in  the  midway  upon  it,  came  to  ano- 
ther town,  of  about  two  thoufand  houfes,  called 
Qiutlavaca,  which  was  founded  in  the  water, 
whence  it  was  afterwards  called  Venezula,  or 
little  Venice.  Here  the  caciques,  with  a  grand 
retinue,  came  out  to  meet  Cortes,  and  intreat- 
cd  him  to  fpend  the  night  in  the  city,  which 
he  conlented  to  do,  for  he  began  to  fufped 
that  the  Mexicans  might  break  the  caufeway, 
or  take  away  the  bridges  to  obilrucl  his  march.' 

The  Spaniards  from  this  town  had  a  view  of 
the  grearcil  part  of  the  lake,  which  was  beauti- 
fully diverfifcied  with  towns  and  caufeways,  towers 
and  pinnacles,  trees  and  gardens  that  leemed 
10  float  upon  the  water  :  multitudes  of  Indians 


advanced  in  their  canoes  to  behold  the  Spa* 
niards,  and  a  ftill  greater  number  appeared  on 
the  battlements  of  the  houfes  ;  the  whole  form- 
ing a  profpeel,  which  was  noble,  new  and 
elegant.  The  army  was  entertained  with  a  po- 
litenefs  that  indicated  its  neighbourhood  to 
the  court,  but  the  cacique  could  not  help  in- 
finuating  to  Cortes,  his  hatred  to  Motezuma, 
from  whole  fubjeclion  he  wifhed  to  be  de- 
livered. 

Very  early  the  next  morning  the  Spaniards 
formed  themfelves  upon  the  caufeway,  which 
at  that  place  was  wide  enough  to  allow  eight 
horfes  to  march  in  front ;  and  the  army,  con* 
filling  of  four  hundred  and  fifty  Spaniards,  and 
fix  thoufand  Indian  allies,  continued  their 
march  to  Iztapalapa,  a  city  confuting  of  ten 
thoufand  houfes,  moll  delightfully  fituated ; 
part  of  them  being  built  on  the  fhore,  and  part 
on  the  lake. 

Before  the  Spaniards  reached  this  city,  the 
lord  of  it,  accompanied  by  the  princes  of 
two  other  towns  bordering  on  the  lake,  came 
to  meet  Cortes,  with  three  feperate  prefents  of 
fruit,  fowls,  and  other  provifions,  and  fome 
pieces  of  gold.  The  Spaniards  on  their  enter- 
ing the  city,  were  received  amidfl  the  acclama- 
tions of  the  people -,  lodgings  were  affigned 
them  in  the  prince's  palace,  which  was  large 
and  well  built,  having  a  great  number  of  apart- 
ments both  above  and  below,  among  which 
were  many  chambers  with  flat  roofs  of  Cedar, 
and  furnifhed  with  cotton  hangings  curioufly 
painted.  Here  were  many  fountains  of  excel- 
lent water,  conveyed  by  aquedudls  from  the 
mountains  in  the  neighbourhood  ;  and  among 
a  number  of  fpacious  and  well  cultivated  gar- 
dens, was  one  much  larger  and  more  beautiful 
than  the  reft,  fet  apart  for  the  particular  ufe  of 
the  cacique  :  it  abounded  with  fruit-trees  dif- 
pofed  into  walks,  and  there  was  alfo  a  parterre, 
with  divifions  made  of  canes  interwoven  with 
odoriferous  herbs,  and  feveral  fquares  adorned 
with  variety  of  flowers.  In  the  middle  of  the 
garden  was  a  fquare  pond  of  frefn  water,  each 
fide  of  which  extended  four  hundred  paces,  and 
had  flairs  to  the  bottom  :  the  moll  delicate 
fifh  were  kept  in  this  refervoir,  which  at  the 
fame  time  ferved  as  a  retreat  for  feveral 
forts  of  wild  fowls,  among  which  were  herons 
and  wild  ducks. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the'eighih  of  Novem- 
ber 15 19,  the  Spaniards  left  Iztapalapa,  and 
beginning  their  march  in  the  ufual  order,  foon 
difcovered  the  city  of  Mexico,  confpicious 
above  the  reft,  by  the  height  of  its  towers,  and 
the  grandeur  and  number  of  it3  buildings. 
When  they  marched  about  half  way,  ihey  were 
met  by  above  four  thoufand  nobles  and  officers 
of  the  city,  who  came  out  to  receive  them,  and 
having  paid  their  obedience,  turned  about,  and 
walked  before  the  army.  At  a  little  diftance 
from  Mexico  was  a  bulwark  of  ftone  which 
crofied  the  caufeway,  upon  another  part  of  which 
were  the  gates,  terminated  by  a  drawn  bridge, 
which,  with  a  fecond  fortification,  defended  the 
entrance  of  the  city.  The  nobles  having  pafled 
to  the  other  fide  cf  the   bridge,  fell  back  on 
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each  fide,  making  a  lane  for  the  army  \  and 
then  a  fpacious  ftreet  appeared,  the  hoiifes  of 
■which  were  uniformly  built,  and  the  windows 
and  battlements  were  rilled  with  fpedators,  but 
the  ftreet  was  quite  clear  of  people,  by  the 
order  of  Motezuma,  who  had  determined  to 
meet  Cortes,  as  a  particular  mark  of  his  favour 
and  efteem.  ,     , 

As  foon  as  the  Spaniards  entered  the  city, 
they  faw  the  firft  troop  of  the  royal  retinue, 
confiding  of    two    hundred  gentlemen  of  the 
emperor's    houfhold,     uniformly    dreffed,    and 
adorned  with  feathers,  who  approached  in  filence 
with  their  eyes  fixed  on  the  ground  •,  but  as 
they  came  near  the  Spaniards,  they  fell  back 
on  each  fide  •,  when  at  a  confiderable  diftance 
appeared  a  company,  more  richly  dreffed,  in 
the  midft  of  whom  was  Motezuma,  carried  on 
the  ftioulders  of  his  favourites,  in  a  chariot  of 
burnifhed  gold,  while  four  perfons  of  diftinftion 
held  over  him  a  canopy  of  green  feathers  inter- 
woven with  ornaments  of  filver.     He  was  pre- 
ceeded  by  three  officers,  carrying  rods  of  gold, 
which  they  lifted  up  from  time  to  time  as  a 
fignal  of  the  emperor's  approach,  that  all  per- 
fons might  proftrate  themfelves,  and  hide  their 
heads.     Cortes  diimounted  at  a  fmall  diftance, 
and  Motezuma  at  the  fame  time  alighted  from 
his  chariot,  when  fome  of  the  Indians  advan- 
ced and  fpread  carpets,  that  his  feet  might  not 
touch  the  ground.     He  advanced  with  a  flow 
and  folemn    pace,    leaning  upon  his   coufins, 
the  princes  of  Iztapalapa  and  Tezeuco.     He 
was  about  forty  years  of  age,  of  a  good  pre- 
fence,  about  the  middle  ftature  •,  arid  his  con- 
ftitution  feemed   rather  delicate    than    robuft. 
His    complexion  was  remarkably  fair  for   a 
Mexican,  his  hofe  was  aquiline,  his  eyes  were 
lively,  his  hair  reached  a  little  way  below  his 
ears,    and  his  look,    though  thoughtful,    was 
full  of  majefty;     He  wore  a  mantle  of  the  fineft 
cotton,    which    being    tied    carelefsly  on   his 
fhoulders  covered  the  greateft  part  of  his  body, 
and  it  was  almoft  covered  with  gold,  pearls, 
and  precious  ftones.     He  wore  on  his  head  a 
kind  of  mitre  of  light  gold,  and  his  fhoes  were 
of  the  fame  metal,  bound  with  ftudded  ftraps 
that  came  round  part  of  the  leg,  like  the  Ro- 
man fandals. 

Cortes  feeing  the  emperor  alighted,  advan- 
ced with  fome  hafte,  and  made  a  profound  re- 
verence, which  Motezuma  returned  after  the 
cuftom  of  his  country,  by  touching  the 
ground  with  his  hand,  arid  kiffing  it,  to  the 
aftonifhment  of  the  Mexicans,  who  had  never 
before  feen  fuch  an  inftance  of  condefcenfion  in 
any  of  their  emperors. 

Cortes  had  put  a  chain  of  glafs  about  his  neck, 
curiouily  fet  in  imitation  of  diamonds  and  eme- 
ralds, which  he  had  referved  as  a  prefent  on  his 
firft  audience,  and  coming  clofe  to  the  emperor, 
he  threw  it  round  his  neck.  The  princes  who 
fupported  him  interpofed  with  fome  emotion, 
fignifying  that  it  was  unlawful  to  approach  fo 
near  ;  but  Motezuma  reprimanded  them,  bow- 
ing his  head  in  token  of  his  accepting  the  pre- 
fent i  and  returned  it  by  putting  about  the  gene-" 
ral's  neck  a  very  rich  ornament  of  a-imfonfhelbj 
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joined  together  with  great  art,  to  each  of  which 
hung  four  crabs  of  gold,  of  exquifite  workman- 
fliip.  Cortes  having  made  a  fhort  fpeech  proper 
for  the  occafion,  Was  anfwered  by  Motezuma, 
who  then  commanded  one  of  his  fupporters  to 
conduct  the  ftranger  to  his  lodging,  and  leaning 
on  the  other*  went  to  his  chair,  and  returned  to 
the  palace. 

The  Spaniards  were  lodged  in  one  of  the  royal 
palaces,  which  was  built  by  Motezuma's  father, 
and  was  large  enough  to  accommodate  the  whole 
armyi  The  walls  were  of  ftone,  very  thick,  ic 
was  flanked  with  towers,  and  many  of  the  cham- 
bers Were  furnifhed  with  cotton  hangings,  and 
feather  work  of  various  colours  •,  the  chairs  were 
of  wood,  each  being  cut  out  of  one  piece  •,  the 
bedfteads  were  furnifhed  with  curtains  like  pa- 
vilions, the  beds  were  of  palm-tree  mats,  and 
the  bolfters  of  the  fame  rolled  up. 

Cortes  entered  thefe  quarters  at  a  little  after 
twelve  at  noon,  and  having  diftributed  his  guards, 
and  placed  his  artillery  before  the  gate,  he  found 
an  elegant  dinner  prepared  for  him  and  his  capx 
tains,  and  great  plenty  of  provifions  for  the 
foldiers,  with  many  Mexicans,  who  ferved  them 
in  profound  filence  and  exact  order. 

In  the  evening  he  was  vifited  by  Motezuma-,' 
who  came  with  the  fame  pomp  and  equipage  as 
before*  and  was  met  in  the  principal  fquare  of 
the  building  by  Cortes,  who  having  made  a  pro- 
found reverence,  entered  the  apartment  with  the 
emperor.  Motezuma,  taking  his  feat  with  an 
air  of  dignity,  ordered  a  chair  to  be  brought  for 
Cortes,  and  the  company  retiring  to  a  diftance^ 
he  is  faid  to  have  fpoke  to  the  following  pur- 
pofe« 

"  Before  yob  mention  the  particulars  of  your 
"  embaffy,  illuftrious  captain  and  valiant  ftrang- 
"  er,    let  you  and  I  lay  afide  thofe  prejudices, 
"  which  we  have  each  imbibed  of  the  other  from 
"  the   mifreprefentatioils    of  common    report. 
"  In  fome  places  you  have  been  told  that  I  am 
"  a  god,  that  my  power  is  invincible*  and  my 
"  riches  immenfe  ,  that  my  palaces  are  covered 
"  Vcith  gold,  and  that  the  earth  groans  beneath 
"  the  weight  of  my  treafure.     Upon  other  oc- 
"  cafions  you  have  heard  that  I  am  a  tyrant,   in- 
"  folent,  cruel  and  unjuft  ;  but  you  have  been 
"  impofed  upon  by  both  reprefentations  :  this 
"  arm  of  flefh  and  blood  fhews  that  I  am  mor- 
"  tal,  and  thefe  walls  and  roofs  of  ftone  and 
"  lime,demonftrate  that  my  palaces  are  not  made 
"  or  covered  with  gold.      From  thefe  inftancea 
"  you  may  conclude,  that  the  account  of  my 
"  vice  is  likewife  exaggerated,  by  the  malice  o£ 
"  my  enemies  and  ingratitude  of  my  fubjects. 
"  In  like  manner  we  have  received  different 
"  accounts  of  you :  fome  have  affirmed,  that 
"  yoii  are  gods  who  grafp  the  thunder,  com- 
**  mand  the  elements,    and  compel   the  wild 
"  beafts  to  obey  your  directions  :  others  have 
"  reprefented  you  as   proud,    vindictive,    vo- 
"  luptuous,  and  tranfported  with  an  infatiable 
"  thirft  after  the  gold  which  our  country  pro- 
"  duces  :  yet  now  I  fee  that  I  have  been  alike 
"  deceived  by  thefe  different  accounts.     You 
"  are   made  like  other  men,  and  only  dlftin- 
"  guifhed  from  us  by  the  peculiarities  of  your 
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"  own  country.  The  beafts  that  obey  yovi  are 
"  large  deer,  tamed,  and  trained  up  to  difci- 
"  pline.  Your  arms  that  refemble  lightning, 
"  I  conceive  to  be  barrels  of"  metal,  and  their 
"  effect,  like  our  farbacans,  proceeds  from  com- 
"  prefled  air,  ftriving  for  a  vent  :  the  fire,- 
"  fmoke  and  noife,  are  certainly  owing  to  en- 
"  chantment.  I  am  alfo  informed  that  you  are 
"  courteous  and  religious,  and  that  your  refent- 
"  ments  are  founded  on  reafon :  that  you  are 
"  valiant  and  inured  to  hardfhips,  and,  among 
"  other  virtues,  difplay  liberality,  which  never 
"  exifts  in  a  covetous  mind.  In  a  word,  we 
"  believe  that  the  great  prince  you  obey  is  de- 
*'  fcended  from  Quezalcoal,  lord  of  the  feven 
"  caves  of  Navatlaques,  and  lawful  fovereign  of 
"  the  feven  nations  that  gave  rife  to  the  Mexi- 
'•  can  empire  :  for  from  the  tradition  of  many 
"  ages,  we  know  that  he  departed  from  thefe 
*'  countries,  to  conquer  new  regions  in  the  ealt, 
"  prcmifing  that,  in  procefs  of  time,  his  de- 
"  icendants  fhould  return,  to  model  our  laws, 
*'  and  reform  our  government  :  therefore  we 
"  have  already  determined,  that  every  thing 
"  mail  be  done  for  the  honour  of  your  prince, 
*'  who  is  the  offspring  of  fuch  an  illuftrious 
**  progenitor." 

To  this  harangue,  which  was  pronounced 
with  great  gravity,  Cortes  replied  in  the  follow- 
ing terms.  "  True  it  is,  fir,  we  have  heard 
"  different  accounts  of  your  character,  which 
"  fome  have  vilified,  and  others  extolled  ;  but 
"  as  the  Spaniards  have  penetration  enough 
*'  to  diftinguifh  the  colours  of  difcourfe,  we 
*••  have  given  no  credit  either  to  your  rebels  or 
"  flatterers,  but  come  into  your  prefence  with  a 
"  full  alTurance  of  your  being  a  juft  and  equita- 
"  ble  prince.  You  juftly  conclude  that  we  are 
"  mortal,  though  more  valiant  and  intelligent 
"  than  your  vaifals,  becaufe  born  in  a  climate  of 
*'  more  powerful  influence.  Our  beafts  are  not 
"  deer,  but  of  a  fpecies  more  generous,  inclined 
"  to  war,  and  afpiring,  with  a  fort  of  ambition, 
"  to  the  glory  of  their  matters  •,  and  as  to  our 
"  arms,  they  are  made  by  human  induftry,  with- 
*'  out  any  afliftance  from  magic,  an  abominable' 
*'•  art  which  we  deteft.  I  am  come  to  your  ma- 
"  jefty  from  the  moil  powerful  monarch  that  the 
"  fun  fhines  on  at  his  firft  rifing  :  he  defires  to 
"  be  vour  frieiad  ?.nd  confederate;  and  though 
"he  might,  according  to  your  own  traditions, 
**  pretend  to  be  more  abfolute  in  thefe  domini- 
"  ons,  he  makes  ufe  of  his  authority,  only  to 
"  promote  your  own  advantage,  and  to  convince 
"  you  that  you  have  departed  from  the  worfhip 
"  of  the  true  God,  to  pay  your  adoration  to  in- 
"  fenfible  pieces  of  wood,  the  work  of  your  own 
"  hands,  to  whom  ycu  cruelly  and  impioufly 
*'  facrifice  your  fellow  creatures. 

Cortes  added  other  arguments  to  perfuade 
Motezuma  to  renounce  his  idolatry ;  and  when 
he  had  finifhed  his  fpeech,  the  emperor  rifing 
from  his  feat,  faid  "  I  accept  the  confederacy 
"  and  friendfhip  of  the  great  defcendant  of  Que- 
"  zalcoal  ;  but  all  gods  are  good,  and  yours 
"  may  be  lb  without  offence  to  mine.  In  the 
*'  mean  time  repofe  yourfelves,  you  are  in  your 
^  own  houfe,  where  you  fhall  be  ferved  with 


"  punctuality  and  regard."  tie  then  ordered 
fome  Mexicans  who  attended  without,  to  bring 
in  a  valuable  prefent  that  he  had  prepared  for 
Cortes,  confuting  of  cotton  robes,  pieces  of 
gold,  and  other  curiofities  :  and  at  the  fame 
time  diftributed  fome  jewels  among  the  Spaniards 
who  were  prefent,  with  an  air  of  chearfulnefa 
and  generofity. 

Cortes  demanded  an  audience  on  the  follow- 
ing day,  which  being  readily  granted,  he  drefTed 
himfelf  in  his  moft  fumptuous  apparel,  without' 
quitting  bis  arms,  and  fet  out  for  the  palace 
with  Pedro  de  Alvarado,  Gonzalo  de  Sandoval, 
Diego  de  Ordaz,  Juan  Velafquez  de  Leon,  and 
fix  or  feven  favourite  foldiers.  Prodigious  num- 
bers of  people  crouded  the  ftreets,  and  opening 
with  reverence  to  let  them  pafs,  often  pronoun- 
ced the  word  Teule,  which  iignificdGod,  a  found 
pleafing  to  the  Spaniards,  who  expected  that  the 
veneration  with  which  they  were  treated,  would 
promote  their  fuccefs. 

At  a  diftance  appeared  the  palace  of  Motezu- 
ma, an  immenfe  pile  of  building,  having  thirty 
gates,  which  opened  to  thirty  different  ftreets.' 
The  principal  front  covered  one  fide  of  a  very 
fpacious  fquare,  and  was  built  of  black,  white, 
and  red  jafper,  highly  polifhed,  and  elegantly 
difpofed  :  over  the  gate,  in  a  large  fhield,  were 
the  arms  of  Motezuma,  being  a  griffin  with  its 
wings  extended,  holding  a  tyger  in  its  talons. 

As  the  Spaniards  came  near  this  entrance,  the 
Mexicans  who  accompanied  Cortes,  walked  up 
to  one  fide  of  it,  and  then  retiring,  formed  a 
femicircle,  that  they  might  enter  by  two  and 
two,  for  it  was  deemed  ill  manners  to  enter  the 
royal  palace  in  a  croud.  After  having  pafTed 
three  fquares,  they  came  to  Motezuma' s  apart- 
ments, which  were  remarkable  both  for  their 
fize  and  furniture  :  the  floors  were  covered 
with  mats  and  the  walls  with  cotton  hangings, 
interwoven  with  the  furs  of  rabbits  :  the  roofs 
were  of  cyprefs,  cedar,  and  other  odoriferous 
woods,  ornamented  with  foliage  and  relievos  -, 
and  though  the  Mexicans  were  unacquainted 
.with  the  ufe  of  nails,  the  cielings  were  contrived 
in  fuch  a  manner,  that  the  planks  fupported 
each  other  :  the  innermoft  rooms  were  adorned 
with  a-kindof  tapeftry  made  of  feathers,  varie- 
gated and  arranged  with  great  art. 

In  the  feveral  rooms  were  officers  who  guarded 
the  entrance  according  to  their  rank  and  qua- 
■  litry  ;  and  at  the  door  of  the  antichamber  waited 
the  nobility  and  magiltrates,  who  received  Cortes 
with  great  civility,  though  they  detained  him 
till  they  had  taken  off  the  fandals,  and  rich, 
robes  of  the  Spaniards,  and  put  on  others  that 
were  lefs  fumptuous  ;  for  they  thought  it  pre- 
fumptuous  to  appear  before  the  emperor  in  their 
richeft  apparel. 

Motezuma,  who  appeared  (landing,  with  all 
his  enfigns  of  royalty  about  him,  advanced  fome. 
fteps  to  receive  Cortes,  who  making  a  low  bow, 
the  emperor  laid  his  hands  upon  his  fhoulders, 
and  fmiling  on  the  reft  of  the  Spaniards  took 
his  feat  :  He  then  defired  Cortes  and  his  atten- 
dants to  fit,  and  entered  into  converfation  with, 
great  familiarity,  afking  many  queftions  con- 
cerning the  manners  and  cuftoms  of  the  eaftern 
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nations,  and  making  very  judicious  remarks 
upon  Cortes's  replies.  He  then  mentioned  the 
obligation  of  the  Mexicans  to  the  defcendants  of 
their  firft  king,  and  exprefied  a  feeming  fatis- 
faclion  in  feeing  the  prophecy  fulfilled  in  his 
reign. 

Cortes  then  turning  the  difcourfe  upon  religi- 
on, exclaimed  with  fuch  ftrength  of  argument 
againft  the  horrible  cuftom  of  offering  human 
facrifices,  that  the  emperor  from  that  day  ba- 
nifhed   dimes   of    human   flefh    from     his   ta- 
ble •,     though    he  infilled  that  there   was  no 
cruelty  in  facrificing  the  prifoners  of  war  to  the 
gods,  fince  they  were   already   condemned  to 
death  :  after  this   converfation,  Cortes  and  his 
attendants  departed.     Not  many  days  after  this, 
Motezuma,  who  was  much  attached  to  his  own 
religion,  conduced  Cortes,  and  fome  of  his  prin- 
cipal officers,  together  with  father  Bartholome 
de  Olmedo,  to  the  chief  temple,  that  they  might 
be  eye-witnefies  of  its  magnificence  •,  but  before 
they  were  admitted  he  advifed  them  to  behave 
with  decency  and  refpeft :  then  the  gates  of  this 
fpacious  buildingbeing  opened;Motezumahimfelt 
explained  the  particulars  of  the  worfhip,  with 
fuch  folemnity  as  excited  the  laughter  of  the  Spa- 
niards i  a  circumftance  much  to  their  difcredit. 
Here  Cortes,  iuffering  himfclf  to  be  tranfported 
by  a  ridiculous   zeal,  addreffed  himfelf  to  the 
emperor,  faying,  "  Permit  me,   fir,   to  fix  the 
"  crofs  of  Chrift  before   thefe  images   of  the 
"  devil,  and  you  will  Ice  whether  they  deferve 
"  adoration  or  contempt."     The  priefts  were 
enraged  at  this  propoial,  which  alfo  gave  great 
offence  to  the  emperor,  who  told  the  Spaniards 
that  they  might  have  fhewn  more  refpect  to  his 
perfon;  and  then  defiring  them   to  withdraw, 
followed  them  to  the  door,  faying,  "  You  may 
"  return  to  your  houfe,  my  friends,  but  I  fhall 
*'  flay  to  afk  pardon  of  my  gods,  for  having 
**  fuffered  you  to  proceed  fo  far."     Yet  devoted 
as  he  was  to  his  own  errors,  he  never  thought  of 
tyrannizing  over  the  confeiences  of  others  ;  on 
the  contrary,  he  ordered  his  workmen  to  affift 
the  Spaniards  in  fitting  up  a  chapel,  in  which  he 
and  his  chiefs  frequently  attended  at  mafs. 

Our  readers  will  not  be  diipleafed  with  a  de- 
fcriptiori  of  the  city  of  Mexico,  the  refidence 
of  the  great  Motezuma.  The  city  of  Mexico, 
which  contained  fixty  thoufand  families,  was 
divided  into  two  parts,  one  of  which,  called 
Tlatelulco,  was  inhabited  by  the  meaner  fort, 
while  the  court  and  nobility  refided  in  the 
other,  which  had  the  appellation  of  Mexico, 
which  from  thence  was  given  to  the  whole 
city. 

It  flood  in  a  fpacious  plain,  furrounded  by 
high  rocks  and  mountains,  from  which  many  rivu- 
lets falling  down  into  the  valley,  formed  feveral 
lakes,  and  among  thefe  were  two  that  extended 
about  thirty  leagues  in  circumference,  and  were 
furrounded  by  fifty  towns.  Thefe  lakes  com- 
municated with  each  other,  through  openings 
left  in  a  ftone  wall,  by  which  they  were  di- 
vided, and  over  thefe  openings  were  wooden 
bridges,  with  flukes  on  each  fide,  by  which 
the  lower  lake  was  fupplied  from  the  other  : 
the  water  of  the  uppermoft  was  frefh,  while 


that  of  the  lower  was  fait,  a  circumftance  pro-* 
ceeding  from  the  nature  of  the  foil. 

In  the  .middle  of  the  fait  lake,  flood  the 
city  of  Mexico,  in  nineteen  degrees  thirteen, 
minutes  north  latitude,  yet  the  climate  was 
mild  and  healthy,  for  the  natural  moillure  of  the 
fituation  was  corrected  by  frequent  breezes  of 
wind. 

It  Was  joined  to  the  main  land  by  three  noble 
caufeways ;  the  ftreets  were  large  and  ftrait, 
and  had  a  great  number  of  canals  for  the  con- 
venience of  water  carriage,  in  canoes  and  barks  of 
various  fizes,  above  fifty  thoufand  of  which 
veffels  belonged  to  the  city. 

All  the  public  buildings  and  houfes  of  the 
nobility  were  ftone,  and  even  the  habitations 
of  the  common  people,  though  more  mean  and 
irregular,  were  difpoied  in  fuch  a  manner  as 
to  form  feveral  large  courts,  in  which  their 
merchandize  was  expofed  to  fale. 

The  fquare  of  Tlatelulco,  in  which  they 
kept  fairs  on  particular  days  of  the  year, 
though  one  of  the  largeft  in  the  world,  was, 
on  thefe  occafions,  quite  filled  with  tents, 
containing  a  variety  of  goods,  and  covered 
with  courfe  cotton  cloths,  which  were  proof 
againft  fun  and  rain. 

Here  they  fold  by  barter,  jewels,  chains  of 
gold,  and  different  utenfils  of  filver  curioufly 
wrought,  together  with  paintings,  landfcapes 
made  of  feathers  beautifully  arranged,  different 
forts  of  cloth,  drinking  cups  of  a  kind  of  por- 
celain, fruit,  fifh,  and  all  manner  of  provi- 
iions.  Maiz  or  cocoa  ferved  as  money  for 
things  of  fmall  value  ;  they  had  no  weights, 
but  a  variety  of  meafures  •,  and  inftead  of  num- 
bers, certain  characters,  by  which  they  adjuft- 
ed  the  prices  of  goods.  There  was  a  houfe 
appointed  for  judges  of  commerce,  who  decid- 
ed all  differences  arifing  among  the  merchants, 
and  thefe  appointed  inferior  officers  to  main- 
tain juftice  and  good  order  in  the  fair. 

Their  temples  were  magnificent  and  fpacious,' 
particularly  that  dedicated  to  Vitziputzli  their 
god  of  war,  who  was  efteemed  the  fupreme  of 
all  their  deities.  The  firft  part  of  this  edifice 
was  a  great  fquare,  encloled  within  a  wall  of 
hewn  ftone,  on  the  outfide  of  which  were  cut 
wreaths  of  ferpents. 

At  a  little  diftance  from  the  principal  gate* 
was  a  place  of  worfhip,  with  a  fiat  roof,  in 
which  were  fixed  many  trunks  of  trees  in  a  row, 
with  holes  bored  in  them  at  equal  diftances, 
through  which  paffed  feveral  bars  run  through, 
the  heads  of  men  who  had  been  facrificed. 

On  each  fide  of  the  fquare,  was  a  gate  over 
Which  flood  four  ftatues  of  ftone,  reprefenting 
inferior  deities,  to  whom  the  peopie  on  their 
entrance  paid  reverence  :  and  though  the  dwel- 
lings of  the  priefts  and  their  attendants  were 
built  on  the  infide  of  this  wail,  there  was  fpace 
fufficient  for  ten  thoufand  people  to  dance  on 
their  folemh  feftivals. 

In  the  middle  of  the  fquare  flood  a  lofty 
ftone  tower,  having  a  flair-cafe  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty  fteps,  by  which  people  afcended 
to  the  top,  which  formed  a  flat  pavement  forty 
feet  fquare,  beautifully  paved  with  jafper,  and 
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furrounded  with  rails  of  a  Terpentine  form.  At 
the  top  of  thefe  ftairs  flood  two  marble  flames 
well  executed,  fupporting  two  large  candleflicks 
of  an  extraordinary  fafhion. 

A  little  farther  was  a  green  flone,  about 
three  feet  high,  and  terminating  in  an  angle, 
on  which  the  priefls  extended  the  wretched 
victim,  while  they  opened  his  breafl,  and 
plucked  out  his  heart.  Beyond  this  flone, 
fronting  the  flair-cafe,  flood  a  chapel  of  ad- 
mirable workmanfhip,  in  which  was  placed 
the  idol,  upon  a  high  altar,  furrounded  with 
curtains  :  It  was  of  the  figure  of  a  man,  fit- 
ting in  a  chair,  fuftained  by  a  blue  globe  fur- 
nifhed  with  four  rods  jetting  out  from  the 
fides,  each  terminating  in  the  likenefs  of  a 
ferpent's  head  ;  and  thefe  rods  the  priefls  pla- 
ced on  their  fhoulders  when  they  expofed  the 
idol  to  the  view  of  the  public.  The  head  of 
the  figure  was  covered  with  a  helmet,  compofed 
of  plumes  in  the  form  of  a  bird,  with  a  bill  and 
crefl  of  burnifhed  gold. 

The  countenance  of  this  idol  was  horrible, 
the  nofe  and  forehead  being  fwathed  with  bands 
of  a  blue  colour :  in  the  right  hand  it  held  a 
curling  ferpenr,  and  in  the  left  a  fhield  of  four 
arrows,  with  five  white  plumes  placed  in  the 
form  of  a  crofs,  and  the  Mexicans  related 
many  extravagant  flories  refpecling  thefe  or- 
naments. 

There  was  placed  on  the  left  hand  of  this 
idol,  another  of  the  fame  fize  and  form,  made 
for  Tlalock,  the  fuppofed  brother  of  the  for- 
mer, and  equally  revered  by  the  Mexicans. 
The  ornament  of  thefe  chapels  were  of  ineflim- 
able  value,  and  there  were  in  the  city,  eight 
temples  built  nearly  in  the  fame  manner,  and 
almoft  as  rich :  thole  of  a  fmaller  fize  amounted 
to  two  thoufand,  dedicated  to  as  many  idols  of 
different  names. 

Befides  the  palace  in  which  Motezuma  kept 
his  court,  he  had  feveral  magnificent  pleafure 
houfes,  in  one  of  which,  a  mofl  elegant  building 
fupported  by  pillars  of  Jafper,  he  kept  a»- 
aviary  of  birds,  remarkable  either  for  their  ring- 
ing or  plumage,  fo  numerous,  that  three  hun- 
dred men  were  employed  in  attending  them. 

Not  far  from  this  was  another  vafl  edifice, 
where  the  emperor's  fowlers  refided,  and  took 
care  of  the  birds  of  prey,  among  which  were 
fome  bred  to  the  game  like  our  hawks,  and 
in  the  fame  place  were  voracious  eagles  of  a 
very  extraordinary  fize.  In  the  fecond  fquare 
of  this  houfe  his  wild  beafls  were  kept,  confif- 
ting  of  bears,  tygers,  lions,  and  Mexican  bulls, 
which  are  extremely  flrong,  nimble  and  fierce  : 
and  over  their  dens  was  a  large  apartment 
for  buffoons  and  monflers,  who  were  kept 
and  inflrudled  for  the  entertainment  of  the  em- 
peror. 

Motezuma's  grandeur  was  equally  confpicu- 
ous  in  his  armories.  In  one  building  a  num- 
ber of.  workmen  were  employed  in  making 
fhafts  for  arrows,  grinding  Hints  for  the  points, 
and  forming  all  forts  of  arms,  offenlive  and 
defenfive  5  in  another  building  the  arms  were 
laid  up  in  great  order  ;  thefe  confifled  of  bows, 
arrows  and  quivers,  two  handed  fwords  edged 


I  with  flints,  darts  and  javelins,  head-pieces, 
breafl-plates,  quilted  jackets,  and  bucklers  made 
of  impenetrable  fkins  to  cover  the  whole  body, 
which  they  carried  rolled  upon  their  fhoulders 
till  they  were  ready  to  engage.  To  all  thefe 
buildings  there  were  large  gardens  well  culti- 
vated, producing  a  great  variety  of  fragrant 
flowers  and  medicinal  herbs,  let  in  fquares,  and 
adorned  with  beatiful  iummer  houfes  and  foun- 
tains of  water. 

But  of  all  Motezuma's  buildings,  the  moft 
remarkable  was  his  houfe  of  forrow,  to  which 
he  retired  on  the  death  of  any  favourite  relation, 
or  in  cafe  of  public  calamity :  this  place  was 
very  well  adapted  to  promote  gloomy  fenti- 
ments ;  the  walls,  roofs,  and  ornaments  were 
black  i  inflead  of  windows,  it  had  only  narrow 
openings  in  the  walls,  which  admitted  no  more 
light,  than  was  juft  fufficient  to  make  the  whole 
place  appear  more  difmal. 

This  emperor  had  alfo  feveral  pleafant 
country  feats,  with  large  forefls  for  the  chafe  of 
lions  and  tygers,  in  which  he  took  great  de- 
light. In  thefe  fports  a  number  of  men  were 
employed  to  furround  the  game,  and  contract 
the  circle  into  a  certain  ipace,  where  he  beheld 
the  combats  of  his  huntfmen  with  the  wild 
beafls,  in  which  exercifc  the  Mexicans  were  not 
lefs  daring  than  dextrous. 

Motezuma  had  two  forts  of  guards,  one  of 
common  foldiers  who  filled  the  courts  of  the 
palace,  and  were  pofted  in  bodies  at  the  prin- 
cipal gates  :  the  other  confifled  of  two  hun- 
dred nobles  of  diflinguifhed  rank,  who  were 
obliged  to  attend  every  day  at  the  palace,  to 
guard  his  perfon. 

This  attendance  of  the  nobility  was  divided 
between  two  bodies,  who  were  upon  duty  by 
turns,  comprehending  the  lords  of  the  whole 
empire,  who  were  obliged  to  repair  to  court 
from  the  mofl-  diflant  provinces  ;  a  fcheme 
contrived  by  Motezuma,  who  thereby  kept 
the  nobility  in  dependence,  and  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  becoming  acquainted  with  their  per-  ' 
fons,  capacities  and  difpofitions. 

The  emperor  had  two  wives,  the  daughters  of 
tributary  princes,  who  bore  the  titles  of  queens, 
were  lodged  in  feperate  apartments,  and  lived 
in  equal  flate :  but  the  number  of  his  concu- 
bines exceeded  three  thoufand,  who  were  felect- 
ed  from  the  mofl  beautiful  women  in  his  domi- 
nions :  when  thefe  were  difmifTed  they  found 
hufbands  among  the  firfl  quality,  for  they 
were  ufually  rich,  and  deemed  highly  honour- 
ed in  having  been  admitted  to  the  embraces  of 
the  emperor. 

He  very  feldom  granted  audience,  and  when 
any  one  was  fo  far  honoured,  he  entered  bare- 
foot, a'nd  made  three  reverences,  faying  at  firfl, 
"  lord,"  at  the  fecond,  "  my  lord",  and  at 
the  third,  "  great  lord."  He  appeared  in  great 
flate  on  thefe  occafions,  being  furrounded  by 
his  courtiers ;  he  liflened  attentively,  and  an- 
fwered  with  feverity,  feeming  delighted  with 
the  confufion  of  the  fpeaker. 

Motezuma  frequently  dined  in  public,  but 
always  fat  alone  at  the  table,  which  was  ufually 
covered  with  upwards  of  two   hundred  difhes 
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cf  different  meats;  out  of  which  he  fixed  on 
a  certain  number  tor  his  own  use,  and  order- 
ed the  reft  to  be  divided  among  the  nobi- 
lity. He  fat  on  a  little  ftool  at  a  large  low 
table,  which  was  covered  with  napkins  and 
cloths  of  fine  cotton.  His  dining  room  was 
divided  in  the  middle  by  a  rail,  which,  with- 
out obftructing  the  view,  kept  the  domeftics 
and  crowd  at  a  distance.  Within  the  rails 
he  was  attended  by  three  or  four  old  fa- 
vourite ilrvan is  :  the  dimes  were  brought  in 
by  twenty  women,  richly  drefied,  who  ferved 
up  the  meat,  and  prefented  him  with  the  cup  : 
the  diihes,  which  were  of  fine  earthen  ware,  as 
well  as  the  cloths  and  napkins,  having  been 
once  uied,  were  dittributed  among  the  fervants  : 
he  had  cups  and  lalvers  of  gold,  and  fome- 
times  drank  out  of  cocoa  and  other  fhclls,  richly 
ornamented  with  jewels. 

He  drank  feveral  lerts  of  liquor?,  one  of 
which  was  a  kind  of  beer  made  of  maiz  •,  other: 
were  perfumed  with  rich  odours,  and  a  third 
fort  mixed  with  the  juice  of  ialutiferous  herbs. 
After  eating  he  drank  a  kind  of  chocolate,  and 
tiled  to  iinoke  a  fort  of  tobacco  perfumed  with 
liquid  amber :  indeed  the  juice  of  this  herb 
was  one  of  the  ingredienu,  with  which  the  priefts 
wrought  themlelves  up  to  a  fit  of  enthufiafm, 
whenever  they  were  obliged  to  deliver  an  oracu- 
lar anfwer. 

Among  other  attendants  at  his  table,  were 
generally  three  or  four  buffoons,  who  diverted 
him  with  their  ludicrous  talents,  and  at  pro- 
per intervals  he  was  entertained  with  mufic 
produced  by  pipes  and  lea  ftiellr.,  accompanied 
by  voices  that  formed  an  agreeable  concert. 
The  fubje£t  of  thele  longs  was  generally  the 
exploits  of  their  ancestors,  and  the  memorable 
actions  of  their  kings. 

They  had  alio  merry  longs  ufed  in  dancing, 
accompanied  with  the  mufic  of  two  little  drums, 
made  of  hollow  pieces  oi  wood  of  different  fizes 
and  founds  :  thele  were  molt  commonly  ufed  in 
a  dance  called  Mitatcs,  pracYlfed  at  feftivals,  in 
which  the  nobility  and  the  vulgar,  mingling 
without  diftincticn,  ufed  to  fhout,  make  odd 
geiticulations,  and  drink  to  each  other  till  they 
were  drunk. 

The  people,  at  other  times,  affembling  in  the 
fquares  and  porches  of  the  temple,  made  matches 
for  wreftling,  fhooting  at  the   mark,  and  run- 
ning races.     Here  were  alio   rope-dancers,   per- 
forming in  an  aftoniihing  manner,  without  the 
aififtance  of  poles,  and  numbers  of  people  play- 
ing at  ball,  near  the  ftatue  of  an  idol,  which  the 
pnefts    brought  out,  as  the   fuperintendant  of 
that   diverfion.     In   a  word,  the  inhabitants  of 
Mexico  -were   almoft  every  day  entertained  with 
Ihows  and   amufements,  contrived  by   Motezu- 
ma, to  divert  their  imaginations,  which  might 
otherwife   have  been  employed  to  his  difadvan- 
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The  prodigious  wealth  of  Motezuma,  which 
enabled  him  to  fupport  the  expence  of  his  court, 
and  to  keep  two  large  armies  always  in  the  field, 
arofe  from  the  falt-works  and  other  taxes,  efta- 
blifhed  from  time  immemorial,  from  the  pro- 
duce of  the  gold  and  filver  mines,  and  from  the 
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contributions  levied  on  the  fubject,  amounting 
to  one  third  of  the  annual  produce  of  that  vaft 
and  populous  empire.  Thefe  taxes  were  col- 
lected by  officers  depending  on  the  tribunal  of 
tiie  royal  revenue,  that  refided  in  the  court,  and 
punifhed  the  lealt  neglect  or  fraud  with  the  lofs 
of  life. 

All  the  towns  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Mexi- 
co furnilhed  fuel  for  the  royal  palace,  and  men 
for  the  emperor's  works.  The  nobility  were 
obliged  to  guard  his  perfon,  to  ferve  in  his  army 
with  a  (tipulated  number  of  vaffals,  and  to  make 
him  many  prefents,  which  though  he  received 
as  gifts,  they  durft  not  neglect  to  offer.  He  had 
different  treafurers  for  the  feveral  kinds  of  con- 
tributions ;  and  the  tribunal  of  the  crown  reve- 
nue, having  iffued  out  what  was  wanted  for  the 
expences  of  the  war,  and  the  royal  palaces,  con- 
verted the  reft  into  ingots  of  gold. 

Befides  this  tribunal,  there  was  a  council  of 
juftice,  which  received  appeals  from  inferior 
courts  •,  a  council  of  ftate,  and  a  council  of  war, 
judges  of  commerce,  and  other  officers,  each  of 
whom  carried  a  ftaff  as  a  bad£?e  of  diftincticn. 
As  the  Mexicans  Lad  no  written  laws,  but 
were  governed  by  the  cuftoms  and  institutions 
of  their  anceftors,  their  trials  were  fhort  and 
verbal  ;  murder,  theft,  adultery,  and  any  dif- 
refpect,  even  the  flighteft,  towards  the  emperor^ 
were  capital  crimes,  and  puniffied  with  death ; 
but  all  other  mifdemeanors  found  an  eafy  par- 
don. 

The  children  of  the  common  people  were  in- 
ftructed  in  public  fchcols,   and   thofe  of  the  no- 
bility in   well    endowed  colleges,    where   they 
paffed  through  three  claffes  ;  in  the  firft  of  which 
they  were  taught  to  decypher  the  characters  and 
hieroglyphics,  and  to  repeat  the  hiftorical  longs  -r 
in  the  fecond  they  learnt  to  acquire  a  modeft> 
civil,  and  polite  deportment ;  and   in  the  third 
they  were  employed  in  robuft  exercifes,  as  wreft- 
ling, managing  their  arms,  and  carrying  weights  -, 
and  inured  to  the  hardfhips  of  fuffering  hunger 
and  thirft,  and   bearing  the  inclemencies  of  the 
weather.     Thefe   qualifications  being  acquired, 
the  young  noblemen  who  were  defigned  for  war, 
were  fent  as  volunteers  to  the  army,  to  accuftom 
themlelves  to   the  dangers    and  hardfhips  of  a 
campaign,  and  were  often  placed  among  the 
baggage-men,    and  loaded  with  provifions,  to> 
mortify  their  pride  and  inure  their  bodies  to  fa- 
tigue, before  they  were  inrolled  as  foldiers,  an 
honour  to  which  none  were  admitted,  who  had 
not  given  proofs  of  their  intrepidity. 

In  every  town  there  was  a  regular  militia,  fa 
that  their  armies  were  formed  with  eafe  ;  for  the 
princes,  caciques  and  governors,  were  obliged  to- 
repair  to  the  rendezvous,  with  a  certain  number 
of  foldiers.      Their   troops    were   better    riifci- 
plined  than  thofe  of  the   other  Indian  nations  ? 
and  the  emperor,  with  a  view  to  reward  acts  of 
valour,  inltituted  feveral  orders  cf  knighthood. 
It  has  been  afferted,  as  a  proof  of  the  gran- 
deur of  the  Mexican  empire,  that  Motezuma  had 
thirty  vaffals,  each  of  whom  could   bring  one 
hundred   thoufand  armed   men  into   the  fiekh 
The   Mexican   year,  like   ours,   confifted  of 
three  hundred  and  fixty-five  days,  but  was  di- 
vided 
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v'icled  into  eighteen  month?,  of  twenty  days  each, 
..pd  at  the  end  of  the  year  five  days  were  added 
to  make  it  anfwer  the  courfe  of  the  fun,  and  thefe 
were  entirely  appropriated  to  pleafures  and  di- 
verfions.  They  had  likewife  weeks  of  thirteen 
days,  to  which 'were  given  different  names  •,  and 
a  longer  period,  called  ages,  which  confifted  of 
four  weeks  of  years. 

This  period  of  time  was  reprefented  in  a  very 
fingular  manner :  In  the  center  of  a  large  circle, 
divided  into  fifty  two  decrees,  allowing  a  year 
for  rverv  degree,  they  painted  the  iun,  from 
whole  rays  proceeded  four  lines  of  different  co- 
lours, which  equally  divided  the  circumference, 
leaving  thirteen  degrees  to  each  femi-diameter  •, 
and  thefe  divifions  ferved  asfigrts  of  their  zodiac, 
upon  which  the  ages  had  their  revolutions,  and 
the  fun  his  afpefts,  adverfe  or  profperous,  ac- 
cording to  the  colour  of  the  line.  In  a  larger 
circle  which  inclofed  the  other,  they  marked  with 
their  characters  the  principal  occurrences  of  the 
age,  and  thefe  fccular  annals  were  confulered 
as  public  infti  uments,  ferving  for  proofs  of  their 

hiftory. 

The  Mexican  marriages  were  celebrated  in  the 
following  manner.  The  contract  being  fettled, 
the  parties  appeared  in  the  temple,  and  the  prieft 
having  examined  them  relpetting  their  mutual 
pafilon,  tied  the  tip  of  the  woman's  veil,  and 
the  corner  of  the  bridegroom's  garment  together, 
and  accompanied  them,  joined  in  this  manner, 
to  their  dwelling,  where  they  went  round  the 
fire  feven  times,  and  then  fitting  down  to  re- 
ceive a  fhare  of  the  heat,  the  marriage  was  ac- 
compliihed.  Then  the  hufband  demanded  the 
bride's  portion,  which  he  was  obliged  to  return 
in  cafe  of  feperation,  which  often  took  place  by 
mutual  content :  in  that  cafe  the  father  took 
care  of  the  boys,  and  the  mother  of  the  girls  •, 
and  the  marriage  being  thus  difiblyed,  the  par- 
ties were  forbid  to  join  again  on  pain  of  death  : 
an  inftitution  wifely  calculated  to  check  the 
natural  levity  of  the  people. 

New  born  infants  were  carried  with  great  fo- 
lemnity  to  the  temples,  where  the  priefts  re- 
ceived them  with  certain  admonitions,  refpect- 
ing  the  troubles  to  which  they  were  born. 

When  the  child  was  afon  of  one  of  the  nobles, 
they  put  in  his  right  hand  a  fword,  and  a  fhield 
on  his  left  arm,  which  were  kept  for  that  pur- 
pofein  the  temple  :  if  he  was  the  fon  of  one  of 
the  common  people,  they  put  mechanical  inftru- 
ments  into  his  hands  •,  but  the  females  of  both 
ranks  were  prefented  with  a  ipindle  and  diftaff. 

After  this  ceremony,  they  were  brought  up 


to  the  altar,  and  their  privities  pricked  with  a 
thorn,  or  cut  with  a  lancet  of  flint,  fo  as  to 
yeild  fome  drops  of  blood,  which  were  no  fboner 
ihed  than  they  were  fprinkled  with  water,  while 
the  priefts  uttered  certain  invocations. 

The  Mexican  priefts  adminiftered  a  fort  of 
communion  on  certain  days  of  the  year,  dividing 
into  fmall  bits  an  idol  made  of  flour  and  honey, 
which  they  called  the  God  of  Penitence.  They 
had  alfo  offerings  of  incenfe,  proceflions,  jubilees, 
and  other  kinds  of  divine  worfhip. 

After  an  emperor  had  been  elected,  he  was 
obliged  to  take  the  field,  and  obtain  fome  victory 
over  his  enemies,  before  he  was  permitted  to 
afcend  the  throne  •,  and  having  thus,  by  his 
fuccefs,  proved  himfelf  qualified  to  hold  the 
reio-ns  of  government,  he  returned,  and  made 
his°public  entry  into  the  city  in  triumph,  with 
great  flate  and  magnificence  :  after  which  all 
the  nobility,  priefts  and  minifters,  accompanied 
him  to  the  temple  of  the  god  of  war,  where  he 
alighted  from  his  chariot,  and  having  offered 
the  ufual  facrifice,  was  clothed  in  royal  robes  by 
the  ele&ors,  who  armed  his  right  hand  with  a 
fword  of  gold,  as  an  enfign  of  juftice,  and  put 
into  his  left,  a  bow  and  arrows,  fignifying  his 
power  and  '  command  in  war.  Then  the  caci- 
que of  Tezeuco,  as  principal  elector,  placed  on 
his  head  a  kind  of  golden  mitre. 

This  ceremony  being  ended,  he  was  addreffed 
by  one  of  the  moft  eloquent  of  the  magiftrates, 
who  congratulated  him  on  his  new  dignity  ; 
expatiated  on  thf  duty  of  a  fovereign,  and  the 
cares  and  troubles  that  attend  a  throne  :  then 
the  chief  prieft  coming  forwards,  adminiftered 
an  oath,  by  which  the  emperor  engaged  to 
maintain  the  religion  of  his  anceftors,  and  the 
laws  and  cuftoms  of  the  empire  •,  to  treat  his 
vaflals  with  lenity,  to  procure  feafonable  rains, 
to  prevent  inundations,  fierility,  and  the  ma- 
lignant influences  of  the  fun  and  planets. 

The  Mexicans  believed  the  doctrine  of  the 
immortality  of  the  foul,  and  a  future  ftate  of 
rewards  and  punifhments:  but  they  buried  gold 
and  filver  with  the  deceafed,  to  defray  the  ex- 
pence  of  the  journey,  which  they  fuppofed  to  be 
troublefome  and  tedious  :  nay  they  flew  fome 
of  their  fervants  to  accompany  them,  and  the 
wives  frequently  put  themfelves  to  death  to  at- 
tend their  hufbands.  Princes  were  under  a  ne- 
ceffity  of  having  very  large  burial-places,  for 
the  greateft  part  of  their  riches  and  family  were 
interred  with  them  •,  and  when  the  emperor  died, 
all  his  favourites,  and  houfhold  officers,  were 
oblised  to  follow  him  to  the  other  world. 
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Cortes  receives  an  alarm' ng  letter  from  Vera  Cruz,  in  confequence  of  which  he  qffembles  a 
council  cf  his  captains  ;  makes  Motczuma  prifoncr  ;  that  emperor  appeafes  the  clamours  of 
i he  people ;  Motczuma  laid  in  fetters  ;  the  Spaniards  build  twojljips  upon  the  lake  ;  a  con- 
fpiracy  is  fet  onjoot  agah./l  Ccrtes,  but  being  difcovered  by  Motezuma,  the  principal  con- 
ductor of  it  is  punijhed ;  Motezuma  declares  the  King  of  Spain  his  fucceffor,  and  gains  the 
confent  of  the  fates  to  become  tributary  to  that  prince  ;  inffts  on  Cortes' s  leaving  Mexico, 
who,  however,  takes  meafures  to  prejerve  his  Jooting  ;  Velafquez  fends  a  fleet  to  oppofe 
Cortes  ;  the  proceedings  of  the  cemmif'aries  fent  by  Cortes  to  the  court  of  Spfiin,  and  the 
rije  ofthefecond  expedition  fent  againjl  him  by  Diego  de  Velafquez. 


THE  Spaniards  took  pains  to  conceal  the 
admiration  with  which  the  above-recited 
circumftances  inlpired  them  •,  and  the 
Mexicans  feemed  to  vie  with  each  other  in  ex- 
prefilng  their  regard  for  their  guefts  :  they  were 
entertained  day  after  day,  with  a  round  of  di- 
verfions,  at  which  Motezuma  appeared  in  per- 
fon  :  a  condeicenfion,  which,  as  it  was  wholly 
unprecedented,  ierved  to  infpire  his  fubjedrs  with 
a  greater  degree  of  efteem  and  veneration  for  the 
Spaniards.  The  emperor  was  particularly  at- 
tached to  Cortes,  with  whom  he  fpent  a  confider- 
able  part  of  his  time,  and  contraclied  an  acquain- 
tance with  the  captains,  to  whom  he  made  fre- 
quent preients,  diftir.guifning  the  merit  of  each, 
in  a  manner  that  fufficiently  evinced  his  difcern- 
ment. 

In  this  manner  the  Spaniards  enjoyed  for  fome 
•time  an  agreeable  repofe  ;  but  at  length  they 
were  alarmed  by  a  letter  from  Vera  Cruz,  which 
was  brought  by  two  Tlafcalan  foldiers,  who 
having  diiguifed  themielves  in  the  habits  of 
Mexicans,  entered  the  city  unnoticed. 

Cortes  learnt  from  this  letter,  that  fome  of 
the  Indians  in  alliance  with  the  Spaniards,  com-  j 
plained  to  Juan  de  Efcalante,  that  one  of  Mote- 
zuma's  generals,  called  Qualpopoca,  had  aftem- 
bled  all  the  troops  upon  the  frontiers  of  Zem- 
poalla,  and  levied  contributions  with  great  cru- 
elty :  upon  which  Efcalante  lent  deputies  to 
clefire  the  Mexican  general  to  fufpend  hoftilities 
till  farther  orders  arrived  from  court,  as  Mote- 
zuma, at  that  very  time,  was  entertaining  the 
Spaniards,  who  were  the  allies  of  thofe  people, 
with  friendfhip  and  holpitality. 

To  this  meflage  Qualpopoca  made  an  info- 
lent  reply,  which  lb  provoked  Efcalante,  that 
he  marched  againft  him  at  the  head  of  two 
thoufand  Indians,  and  forty  Spaniards,  and 
notwithilanding  he  was  almolt  totally  deferted 
by  the  Indians,  he  came  to  an  engagement,  and 
put  the  Mexicans  to  flight,  and  purfuing  them 
to  the  next  town,  he  attacked  them  with  fuch 
refolution,  that  they  were  entirely  diflodged  and 
routed :  but  this  vi&ory  coft  the  Spaniards 
very  dear,  for  Juan  de  Efcalante  was  mortally 
wounded,  fix  of  the  foldiers  were  alfo  wounded 
in  feveral  places,  and  Juan  de  Arguillo,  a  man 


of  extraordinary  ftature  and  ftrength,  was  car- 
ried oft"  alive. 

In  this  letter,  which  came  from  the  council 
of  Vera  Cruz,  they  defired  Cortes  would  give 
them  his  advice  refpecling  the  pofture  of  affairs, 
and  appoint  them  a  new  governor. 

Cortes,  who  fincercly  regretted  the  lofs  of 
Juan  de  Efcalante,  communicated  the  letter 
to  his  captains,  defiring  each  of  them  to  give  his 
opinion  freely  at  their  next  meeting  •,  and  on  the 
following  morning  he  fent  for  fome  of  the 
moft  intelligent  Indians  in  his  army,  and  afked 
if  they  had  lately  obferved  any  change  in  the 
difcourfe  or  behaviour  of  the  Mexicans.  They 
faid  that  the  behaviour  of  the  nobles  was  pen- 
five  and  myftcrious,  that  they  had  heard  fome 
of  the  people  mention  the  breaking  down  the 
caufeway*  and  that  it  was  reported  that  a  Spa- 
niard's head  had  been  prefented  to  Motezuma, 
who  viewed  with  aftonilhment  the  largenefs 
of  its  fize,  and  fierceaefs  of  its  afpecT,  and 
gave  orders  that  it  fhould  be  concealed  imme- 
diately. 

Cortes  at  once  concluded  from  thefe  circum- 
ftances, and  in  particular  from  that  of  the  head, 
which  doubtkls  had  belonged  to  Arguillo,  that 
the  Mexicans  had  determined  on  his  deftruction, 
and  that  the  plan  was  authorized  by  Motezuma  j 
on  which  he  inftantly  aflembled  his  council, 
compofed  of  the  captains  and  fome  favourite 
foldiers,  and  having  told  them  what  the  Indians 
had  hinted,  demanded  their  advice :  when 
fome  of  them  propoled  to  obtain  a  paiTport 
from  Motezuma,  and  march  publickly  to  the 
'relief  of  Vera  Cruz  •,  others  were  for  retiring 
privately  in  the  night ;  but  the  majority  were 
of  opinion  that  they  fhould  continue  at  Mexico, 
without  feeming  to  know  what  had  palled  at: 
Vera  Cruz,  till  they  fhould  find  a  proper  op- 
portunity of  retreating  with  fafety. 

Cortes  however,  approved  of  none  of  thefe 
fchemes,  and  reprelented  that  nothing  could 
fink  them  lower  in  the  opinion  of  the  Mexicans, 
than  demanding  a  paflport  to  leave  a  city  which, 
they  had  entered  againft  all  oppofition  :  that 
if  Motezuma  really  intended  their  prejudice, 
he  would  readily  grant  them  a  fafe  conduct  with 
a   view  of  leading  them  into  a  blind  fecurity, 

that 
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that  he  might  afterwards  attack  them  unawares 


Chat  retreating  by  Health  would  be  attended 
with  equal  danger  and  difgrace,  as  it  would 
lefTen  them  in  the  opinion  of  their  allies,  who 
might  deiert  them  as  cowardly  fugitives,  and 
poiiibly  recommend  themielves  to  Motezuma, 
by  joining  his  forces  to  cut  off  their  retreat  •, 
and  as  to  their  remaining  at  Mexico,  he  thought 
it  would  he  highly  imprudent,  without  taking 
fome  bold  ftep  for  their  fecurity  :  wherefore 
he  propofed  to  feize  the  peribn  of  Motezuma, 
and  convey  him  to  their  own  quarters,  where 
he  might  be  detained  as  a  hoftage  for  the  fin- 
cerity  of  his  people. 

■He  infifted  that  fuch  a  daring  action  would 
fill  the  Mexicans  with  aftonifhment  and  fear, 
and  fo  greatly  aggrandize  the  character  of  the 
Spaniards,  that  they  would  never  think  of 
combining  againft  them  for  the  future  ;  efpe- 
cially  when  they  mould  come  to  know  that 
the  tranfactkflis  at  Vera  Cruz  were  difcovered 
by  Cortes,  which  they  would  believe  nuift  be 
owing  to  fome  fupernatural  means.  This  dar- 
ing propofal  lie  fupported  with  fuch  a  ftrengt! 
of  eloquence,  that  at  length,  all  the  hearers 
applauded  the  fcheine,  the  execution  of  which 
they  left  to  his  own  management. 

Having  fixed  on  the  hour  when  the  Spa- 
niards were  accuftomtd  to  wait  upon  Mo- 
tezuma, for  the  execution  of  his  plan,  Cortes 
ordered  his  men  to  arm  themielves  in  their 
quarters,  laddie  their  horfes  privately,  and 
wait  without  noife  for  farther  orders.  He 
then  placed  fmall  fcattered  detachments  in 
all  the  avenues  to  the  palace,  and  directing 
thirtv  chofen  men  to  follow  him  at  a  diftance, 
went  thither  in  company  ot  four  of  his  cap- 
tains, who  carried  their  arms  with  them,  which 
gave  no  fufpicion,  as  it  was  their  common 
cuftom. 

Motezuma,  as  ufual,  came  out  of  his  apart- 
ment to  receive  the  vifit,  and  his  fervants  re- 
tiring, according  to  cuftom,  to  another  part  of 
the  palace,  Cortes,  in  a  tone  of  refentment, 
began  to  complain  of  the  Mexican  general,  for 
attacking  his  confederates  in  violation  of  the 
peace,  murdering  a  Spaniard  in  cold  blood, 
and  endeavouring  to  juftify  his  perfidious  be- 
haviour, by  faying  that  he  had  acted  in  obedience 
to  his  majefty's  order. 

Motezuma  changed  colour  at  hearing  this 
charge,  which  he  denied  with  evident  figns 
of  confufion,  when  Cortes  pretending  to  be- 
lieve him  innocent,  laid,  "  Nevertheless,  nei- 
"  ther  your  own  fubjects  nor  the  Spaniards, 
*•  will  be  undeceived,  after  fuch  a  declaration  of 
*'  your  general,  unlefs  you  take  fome  extra- 
"  ordinary  ftep  to  efface  the  imprefiion  of  fuch 
"  a  calumny  :  I  am  therefore  come  to  beg  you 
*'  will,  without  any  difturbance,  repair  with  us 
"  to  the  Spanifh  quarters,  where  your  majefty 
"  fliall  be  treated  with  all  the  refpect  and  rever- 
"  ence  due  to  your  high  rank,  until  your 
"  charader  fhall  he  cleared  to  the  conviction 
"  of  all  mankind." 

>tezumai  amazed  and  incenfed  at  the  bold- 

the  propofal,  haftily  replied,  that  princes 

of  his  rank  were  not  accuftomed  to  go  tame- 


ly to  prifon,  nor  would  his  fubjects  permit  him 
fo  far  to  forget  his  dignity  as  to  ftoop  to  fo  bale 
a  compliance. 

Cortes  then  acquainted  him  that  if  he  would 
but  comply,  without  laying  the  Spaniards  under 
a  neceffity  of  forgetting  the  refpect  they  had  for 
his  peribn,  he  fhould  not  regard  the  oppofition 
of  his  fubjects.  Still  however,  the  emperor 
refufed  to  leave  his  palace -,  but  being  fenfible  of 
the  danger  to  which  he  was  expoled,  he  offered 
to  fend  for  Qualpopoca,  and  deliver  him  with 
all  his  officers  into  the  hands  of  Cortes,  and  in 
the  interim,  to  fend  two  of  his  fons  to  the  Spanifh 
quarters,  as  hoftages  for  the  performance  of 
his  promife. 

Cortes  was  frill  unfatisfied  widi  thefe  expe- 
dients, and  his  captains  fearing  that  the  delay 
might  prove  dangerous,  began  to  grow  clamo- 
rous ;  and  in  particular  Juan  Velafquez  de  Leon 
cried  out  aloud,  "  fince  he  will  not  hear  rea- 
"  fon,  let  us  feize  him  by  force,  or  kill  him  on 
"  the  lpot." 

Motezuma  hearing  him  fpeak  in  angry  tone, 
enquired  what  he  laid  ;  when  Marina,  to  whom 
he  addreffed  himfrlf,  earneftly  exhorted  him, 
as  his  own  vaffal  and  fubject,  to  comply  with- 
out farther  hefitation,  or  his  life  would  be  in 
danger  •,  and  what  fhe  faid  had  fuch  an  effect 
upon  him,  that  inftahtly  rifing  from  his  feat, 
he  faid  to  Cortes,  "  1  truft  myfelf  in  your 
"  hands,  let  us  go  to  your  quarters,  for  fo  the 
"  gods  have  decreed." 

He  then  ordered  his  equipage  to  be  got 
ready,  telling  his  minifters,  that,  for  fome  rea- 
fons  of  ftate,  he  had  determined  to  pafs  fome 
days  at  the  Spanifh  quarters  :  and  ordered  the 
captain  of  his  guard  to  march  with  a  body  of 
troops,  and  take  Qualpopoca  and  his  officers 
prifoners,  that  they  might  be  punifhed  for  hav- 
ing invaded  Zempoalla. 

Having  iffued  thefe  orders,  which  Marina  inter- 
preted to  Cortes,  Motezuma  left  the  palace  with 
his  ufual  attendants,  the  Spaniards  marching 
clofe  to  his  chair  on  pretence  of  refpect  •,  but 
a  report  that  the  Spaniards  had  feized  the  em- 
peror's perfon  being  inftantly  fpread,  the  ftreets 
were  fuddenly  filled  v/ith  crowds  of  people,  who 
rending  the  air  with  their  cries,  threw  them- 
ielves on  the  ground  in  deipair,  fhedding  floods 
of  tears  for  the  unhappy  prince,  and  a  ge- 
neral infurrection  would  have  undoubtedly 
enfued,  had  not  Motezuma,  with  a  chear- 
ful  countenance,  commanded  filence,  and  allur- 
ed his  people  that  he  was  going  of  his  own 
accord,  to  pafs  a  few  days  with  his  friends  the 
Spaniards. 

When  he  came  to  the  Spanifh  quarters,  he 
ordered  his  guards  to  difperle  the  populace, 
and  bid  his  minifters  declare  that  he  would 
punifh  with  death  any  perfon  who  was  guilty 
of  the  leaft  riot  or  difturbance.  He  behaved 
with  an  eafy  freedom  to  the  Spanifh  foldiers 
who  came  out  to  receive  him,  and  having  fixed 
on  an  apartment  at  a  diftance  from  thole  which 
the  Spaniards  made  ufe  of,  it  was  immediately 
turnifhed  for  his  accommodation. 

Centinels  were  now  placed  at  all  the  avenues, 
the  guards  were  doubled,   and  Cortes,  under 

pre- 
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pretence  of  keeping  his  majefty  from  being 
crouded,  reftrifted  to  a  certain  number,  the 
miftifters  and  courtiers  that  waited  upon  him. 
At  the  fame  time  he  prcferved  all  the  formalities 
of  decorum,  treatedMotezuma  with  his  accuflom- 
ed  refpefl  ;  and  indeed  his  majeity's  good  hu- 
mour and  fchearfulnefs,  feemed  to  teilify  that  he 
was  pleated  with  his  fituation. 

Notwithstanding  his  imprilbhmerit,  he  exer- 
cifed  all  the  functions  of  royalty  ;  granted  au- 
diences, held  councils,  and  regulated  the  civil 
and  military  government  of  his  kingdom,  with 
the  fame  freedom  as  ufual.  His  table  was  fup- 
plied  in  great  abundance  from  his  palace,  that 
the  Spaniards  might  featl  on  the  overplus,  and 
he  lent  delicacies  every  day  to  Cortes  arid  his 
captains,  whom  he  would  call  by  their  feveral 
names ;  nay  he  even  ltiidied  their  tempers,  as 
he  occafionally  convericd  with  them,  and  fre- 
quently difcourfed  in  a  facetious  manner, 
without  defcendilig  from  the  dignity  of  his 
character. 

Motezuma  parted  with  the  Spanifh  officers 
all   the   time  that  was   not  dedicated   to   bufi- 
nefs,  and  ufed  to  fay  that  he  was  not  ealy  except 
in  company  of  thefe  flrartgers,  who  vied  with 
each  other  in  demonflration  of  refpedt  to  him. 

Sometimes  he  played  with  Cortes,  at  Tolo- 
loque,  a  game  which  connfled  of  tipping  down 
fmall  pins  of  gold,  with  little  bowls  of  the  fame 
metal;  and  as  they  played  for  trinkets  and  jewels, 
Motezuma  gave  his  winnings  to  the  Spaniards, 
while  Cortes  diftributed  his  good  fortune  among 
the  inferior  fervants  of  the  emperor: 

During  thefe  amufemerits,  he  ufed  to  rally 
Pedro  de  Alvarado,  for  being  a  partial  marker, 
but  when  ferious,  expreffed  the  utmoil  regard 
for  that  gentleman. 

About  twenty  days  after  the  emperor's  con- 
finement, the  captain  of  the  guard  returned 
with  Qualpopoca,  and  the  other  officers,  who 
had  quietly  furrendered  on  fight  of  the  royal 
fignet:  and  being  brought  before  Motezuma,  he 
upbraided  him  with  having  killed  the  Spaniard, 
and  delivered  both  him  and  his  companions 
into  the  hands  of  Cortes,  to  whom  they  con- 
fefTed  themfelves  guilty  of  having  violated  the 
peace  of  their  owll  accord,  and  alfo  Ordering 
Arguillo  to  be  put  to  death  in  cold  blood  : 
till  finding  that  Cortes  determined  to  punifh 
them  with  death,  they  accufed  the  emperor 
of  being  the  caufe  of  the  whole,  and  declared 
that  they  had  only  obeyed  his  orders.  Though 
this  in  all  probability  was  the  truth,  Cortes  af- 
fected to  treat  it  as  a  malicious  afperfion  •,  and 
having  brought  them  to  a  public  trial,  in 
which  the  Spaniards  were  both  judges  and  ac- 
cofers,  they  were  convicted,  and  condemned 
to  be  burnt  alive. 

Cortes  now  refolved  on  taking  another  bold 
ftep,  in  order  to  deter  Motezuma  from  ufing 
any  endeavours  to  prevent  the  execution  of  the 
fentence  :  he  therefore  went  into  that  prince's 
prefence,  attended  by  Marina,  and  three  or  four 
captains,  with  a  common  foldier  carrying  fet- 
ters ;  and  having  faluted  his  majefly  in  the  ufual 
manner,  he  put  on  a  peremptory  look,  and  told 
him  in  a  refolute  tone,  that  Qualpopoca  and  his 
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officers  had  confeffed  the  crime  for  which  they 
were  condemned  to  die,  but  as  they  affirmed 
that  they  had  done  nothing  but  by  his  majefty's 
order,  it  was  neceffary  that  he  fhould  undergo  a 
little  perfonal  mortification.  Saying  this,  he, 
with  an  air  of  authority,  ordered  the  foldier  to 
fhackle  Motezuma,  and  then  leaving  him,  or- 
dered the  guards  to  prevent  his  courtiers  from 
coming  near  him. 

The  aftoniihment  of  the  emperor,  at  being 
treated  in  this  ignominious  manner  was  fo  great, 
that  he  had  neither  power  to  refill,  nor  fpeech  to 
complain  ;  while  his  attendants,  in  filent  grief, 
threw  themfelves  at  his  feet,  with  marks  of  the 
utmofl  forrow,  lupporting  his  fetters  to  prevent 
their  hurting  his  legs.  When  his  firft  amaze- 
ment was  fomewhat  abated,  he  flew  into  a  tran- 
lport  of  rage,  but  foon  recovered  himfelf,  and 
apprehending  his  life  was  in  danger,  waited  his 
fate  with  the  mofl  intrepid  fortitude. 

Cortes,  in  the  mean  time,  having  taken  pro- 
per precautions  to  prevent  any  difturbance,  or- 
dered the  Mexican  general  and  his  officers  to  be 
brought  forth,  and  conducted  under  a  ftrong 
guard  to  a  large  fquare,  where  their  hands  and 
feet  were  bound,  after  which  they  were  placed 
on  a  large  pile  of  broken  bows  and  arrows,  and 
fire  being  fet  to  it,  they  were  foon  burnt  in  the 
prelehce  of  an  innumerable  concourfe  of  people, 
who  beheld  the  amazing  fpectacle  in  filent  ad- 
miration and  awe. 

Cortes  then  returning  to  the  emperor's  apart- 
ment, told  him  with  a  chearful  countenance  that 
the  traytors,  who  had  been  fo  bold  as  to  blemifli 
his  character  having  received  condign  punifh- 
ment,  his  majefty  was  how  at  liberty  :  and  im- 
mediately flooped  down  and  took  off  the  fetters 
with  his  dwn  hands. 

Motezuma  received  his  liberty  with  the  molt 
tumultuous  joy,  and  embraced  Cortes  feveral 
times,  after  which  they  both  fat  down  together, 
and  entered  into  a  friendly  convcrfation,  during 
which  Cortes  told  him  that  he  might  return  to 
his  palace  whenever  he  pleafed,  as  the  caufe  of 
his  being  detained  now  no  longer  fubfifted. 

This  however,  was  merely  a  political  offer, 
which  he  knew  Motezuma  would  not  accept, 
for  he  had  taken  care  before-hand,  by  means  of 
Marina,  to  poffefs  him  with  a  firrri  belief,  that 
if  he  left  the  Spanifh  quarters  before  the  depar- 
ture of  Cortes,  he  would  fuffer  greatly  in  his. 
reputation,  as  foon  as  it  fhould  be  known  to 
his  fubjefts  that  he  had  accepted  his  liberty  from, 
the  hands  of  another. 

He  therefore  declined  the  offer,  making  a. 
merit  of  his  flay,  by  faying,  that  if  he  fhould  re- 
turn to  his  palace,  his  minifters  and  nobility 
would  urge  him  to  take  up  arms,  to  obtain  fa- 
tisfaction  for  the  affront  he  had  received  ;  and 
therefore  he  would  continue  where  he  was,  thro* 
friendfhip  for  the  Spaniards.  Cortes  allowed 
the  force  of  his  reafons,  commended  his  refolu- 
tion,  and  returned  him  many  thanks  for  the 
care  he  expreffed  on  their  account :  thus  both 
parties  were  well  pleafed  with  the  fineffe  they 
were  pracrifing  on  each  other. 

Henceforward  the  emperor  itemed  perfectly 
pleafed  with  his  fituation,  and  when  he  thought 
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he  had  given  fufficient  proofs  of  his  fincerity,  he 
reprefented  to  Cortes,  the  expediency  of  per- 
mitting him  to  vifit  his  temples,  that  his  people 
might  no  longer  continue  in  a  belief  they  al- 
ready entertained,  of  his  being  kept  a  prifoner  : 
and  Cortes,  feeing  the  force  of  this  argument, 
readily  confented,  on  condition  that  human  fa- 
crifices  fhould  be  abolifhed. 

His  majefty's  firft  excurfion  was  to  the  prin- 
cipal temple,  which  he  entered  with  his  cufto- 
mary  pomp  and  attendance,  and  diftributed  with 
unufual  liberality,  his  bounty  among  the  people, 
who  celebrated  his  appearance  with  the  loudeft 
acclamations.  Having  paid  his  worfhip,  he 
returned  to  his  quarters,  and  from  this  day  went 
abroad  occafionally,  fometimes  to  the  palace  of 
his  wives,  and  fometimes  to  his  pleafure-houies  •> 
but  he  never  went  without  the  permiffion  of 
Cortes,  who  commonly  attended  him  in  his  par- 
ties of  diverfion,  and  feemed  fo  entirely  to  have 
engrafTed  his  favour,  that  the  nobles,  who  had 
any  thing  to  afk  of  the  emperor,  conftantly  ap- 
plied themfelves  to  the  general,  as  the  fureft  way 
to  meet  with  luccels. 

In  the  midft  of  this  fuccefs,  and  apparent 
tranquillity,  the  broken  expreffions"  which  the 
Tlafcalans  had  heard  about  removing  the  bridges 
and  ruining  the  caufeways,  made  luch  an  im- 
preffion  on  the  mind  of  Cortes,  that  he  deter- 
mined to  make  himfelf  mafter  of  the  lake,  by 
building  two  brigantines  out  of  the  wrecks  of 
his  fhips  which  had  been  bored. 

To  accomplifh  this  plan,  he  made  it  his  bu- 
finefs  to  excite  the  curiofity  of  the  emperor,  by 
defcribing  the  manner  of  failing  with  the  wind, 
which  was  altogether  unknown  to  the  Mexicans  •, 
and  at  length  obtained  his  nermifficn  to  build 
two  fhips  for  his  majefty's  amufement,  and  the 
inftrudtion  of  his  fubjects.  Accordingly  the 
nails,  cordage,  canvas  and  other  tackle  belong- 
ing to  the  Spanifh  fhips,  were  brought  from 
Vera  Cruz,  and  fome  builders  who  had  enlifted 
as  foldiers  being  fet  to  work,  together  with  many 
of  the  carpenters  of  Mexico,  who  followed  the 
directions  of  the  Spaniards,  the  veffels  were 
compleated  in  a  fhort  time,  and  Motezuma  re- 
folved  to  embark  in  perfon,  with  Cortes,  that 
he  might  have  the  better  fight  of  this  ftrange 
navigation. 

Great  preparations  were  made  for  this  ex- 
traordinary exhibition  •,  a  vaft  number  of  ca- 
noes, belonging  to  the  emperor  and  others, 
were  manned  with  the  moft  expert  rowers  •,  and 
the  Mexicans  firmly  believed  that  their  boats 
would  excel  the  brigantines  in  fwiftnefs  •,  but  no 
fooner  did  a  breeze  fpring  up,  than  the  Spaniards 
unfurled  their  fails  •,  and  foon  left  the  canoes  at 
a  diftance,  to  the  aftonifhment  of  the  Indians, 
who  were  unable  to  comprehend  the  manner  of 
fleering  and  working  fuch  floating  houfes,  and 
firmly  believed  that  by  means  of  thefe  wonderful 
machines,  the  Spaniards  had  abfohue  dominion 
over  the  elements  of  wind  and  water  :  Motezu- 
ma's  aftonifhment  was  mingled  with  rapture, 
and  though  the  victory  was  obtained  againft  his 
own  fubjects,  he  beheld  it  with  the  utmoft  de- 
light. 

Motezuma  now  became  more  attached  than 


ever  to  Cortes,  who  took  this  opportunity  of 
enquiring  minutely  into  the  ftate  of  the  country, 
the  knowledge  of  the  gold  mines  •,  their  fitua- 
tion  •,  how  they  were  wrought,  and  the  quan- 
tity of  metal  they  produced  :  to  which  enquiries 
the  emperor  gave  diftinct  anfwers  •,  ordered  his 
painters  to  draw  an  exact  reprefentation  of  all 
the  bays,  harbours,  and  creeks  upon  the  coaft  * 
and  even  permitted  fome  Spaniards  to  go  and 
examine  fome  of  the  principal  mines,  and  take 
an  accurate  furvey  of  the  country.  The  pretence 
of  Cortes  for  making  thefe  enquiries  was,  that 
he  might  give  his  fovereign  a  more  full  idea  of 
the  grandeur  and  power  ot  his  new  ally  •,  but  his 
real  view  was  to  become  acquainted  with  fome 
port  to  which  fupplies  might  be  fent  him. 

It  is  related  by  fome  Spanifh  hiftorians,  that 
at  this  juncture,  when  iuch  perfect  harmony 
ought  to  have  prevailed  between  the  Chriftians 
and  Spaniards,  fome  of  Corces's  foldiers  deter- 
mined to  demolifh  all  the  idols  of  Mexico,  and 
convert  the  principal  temple  into  a  church  :  that 
the  whole  city  role  in  defence  of  their  gods,  and 
even  the  priefts  had  recourfe  to  arms  •,  that  after 
a  long  conteft,  in  which,  however,  no  lives 
were  loft,  the  Mexicans  confented  that  a  part 
of  the  temple  fhould  be  cenverted  into  a  chrif- 
tain  chapel,  where  an  altar  was  erected,  with 
the  crofs  of  Chrift,  and  an  image  of  the  Virgin 
Mary ;  that  even  the  idolatrous  priefts  employ- 
ed themfelves  in  cleaning  and  adorning  this 
chapel,  in  which  mafs  was  celebrated  with  great 
lolemnity  :  but  at  length  the  Mexicans  being 
in  want  of  rain,  came  to  Cortes  in  a  tumultu- 
ous manner,  complaining  that  their  gods  had 
refufed  to  refrcfh  the  earth,  becaufe  ftrange  dei- 
ties were  introduced  into  their  temples  :  and  in 
order  to  appeafe  the  tumult,  he  premifed  that 
they  fhould  have  a  plentiful  fhower,  which  actu- 
ally fell  in  a  few  hour?,  to  the  unfpeakable  ad- 
miration of  the  emperor  and  his  fubjects.  But 
it  is  by  no  means  likely  that  Cortes,  confidering 
his  precarious  fituation,  fhould  permit  his  fol- 
diers to  engage  in  fo  rafh  an  enterprize  ;  and  in 
fact,  the  whole  ftory  appears  to  be  calculated 
with  no  other  view  than  to  raife  the  character  of 
Cortes,  by  having  a  miracle  wrought  in  his 
favour* 

Notwithftanding  the  progrefs  that  Cortes  had 
made  in  the  emperor's  favour,  a  plot  was  now 
formed  which  bid  fair  to  have  been  attended 
with  very  difagreeable  confequences,  Cacuma- 
zin,  the  nephew  of  Motezuma,  who  was  cacique 
of  Tezueco,  a  young  man  of  great  vivacity,  art 
and  ambition,  under  pretence  of  fetting  his  un- 
cle at  liberty,  entertained  the  defign  of  afcending 
the  throne  of  Mexico,  either  by  bringing  about 
an  immediate  revolution,  or  by  fecuring  the  po- 
pular favour  at  the  next  election.  With  thefe 
views  he  took  all  private  opportunities  of  repre- 
fenting  the  cowardice  of  Motezuma,  who  tamely 
fubjected  himfelf  to  the  tyranny  of  a  few  info- 
lent  ftrangers  ;  and  at  the  fame  time  endeavoured 
to  vilify  Cortes,  who  had  acted  as  fuprcme  ma- 
giftrate  in  the  midft  of  Mexico,  and  had  even 
put  an  Indian  general  to  death  in  the  moft  igno- 
minious manner ;  he  laid  it  was  high  time  to 
ftand  up  for  their   religion,  their  liberty,    and 
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their  fovereign,  before  the  flrangers  received 
{implies  from  their  own  country,  from  Tlafcala, 
or  cllcwhere  •,  and  therefore  propofed  that  they 
lhould  inilantly  take  arm;,  and  attack  the  Spa- 
niards in  their  quarters. 

But  the  cacique  of  Matalcingo,  who  was  alfo 
Motezuma's  nephew,  plainly  perceived  the  driit 
of  Cacumazin,  which  interfered  with  his  own 
pretenfions  ■,  and  therefore  oppofed  the  execu- 
tion of  this  fcheme,  till  they  had  taken  fome 
fteps  to  iecurethe  emperor's  perfon,  which  would 
be  expoied  to  great  danger  from  fuch  an  attack  : 
but  rinding  that  his  expedient  was  -rejected  as 
impracticable,  he  determined  to  acquaint  Mote- 
zuma with  the  confpiracy,  though  he  appeared 
to  act  in  concert  with  the  confpirators,  who  had 
aihially  appointed  the  day  for  carrying  the  plan 
into  execution,  and  recommended  to  each  other 
the  moll:  profound  fecrecy. 

As  foon  as  this  plot  was  intimated  to  Mote- 
zuma,  he  communicated  the  particulars  to  Cortes, 
who  had  been  already  informed  of  the  whole,  by 
means  of  his  fpies  :  however  he  thanked  the 
emperor  for  this  proof  of  his  friendfhip,  and  de- 
lired  his  permifiion  to  march  out  with  his  Spa- 
niards, to  chaftize  Cacumazin.  Motezuma  ar- 
gued againft  this  propofal  •,  and  defiring  that  the 
punifhment  of  the  delinquent  might  be  left  to 
his  care,  loon  took  fuch  meafures,  that  Cacu- 
mazin was  feized  at  his  own  houfe,  and  brought 
prifoner  to  Mexico,  where  he  was  clofely  con- 
fined. 

At  this  very  period  there  was  at  Mexico,  a 
brother  of  Cacumazin,  a  youth  cf  great  courage, 
who  but  a  few  days  before  had  elcaped  a  fnare 
which  his  brother  had  laid  for  his  life.  This 
youth  Motezuma  had  taken  under  his  protec- 
tion, and  confidered  him  as  one  of  his  own 
family  :  and  Cortes  taking  advantage  of  thefe 
circumftances,  difluaded  him  from  putting  a 
prince  of  the  blood  to  death  by  a  public  execu- 
tion ;  and  advifed  him  to  deprive  Cacumazin 
of  his  rank  and  dominions,  and  give  them  to  his 
brother,  who  lb  well  defcrved  that  mark  of  his 
favour. 

The  Emperor  was  highly  pleafed  with  this 
advice,  of  which  he  immediately  informed  his 
council,  who  extolled  it  as  equally  juft  and  mer- 
ciful ;  and  by  a  royal  decree,  Cacumazin  was 
deprived  of  all  his  honours,  which  were  confer- 
ed  upon  his  brother  :  and  this  manner  of  chaf- 
tifing  without  blood-fhed,  being  applauded  thro- 
out  the  whole  empire,  operated  lb  forcibly  on 
the  reft  of  the  confpirators,  that  they  difbanded 
their  troops,  and  had  recourfe  to  the  mercy  of 
the  Emperor,  whole  pardon  they  obtained  thro' 
the  mediation  of  Cortes.  Thus  thofe  very  fteps 
that  had  been  taken  to  effect  his  ruin,  eventu- 
ally ferved  to  raife  his  reputation. 

Though  Motezuma  was  pleafed  to  fee  this 
ftorm  blown  over,  and  appeared  lb  well  fatisfi- 
ed  with  Cortes  ;  yet  he  could  not  compare  his 
iormer  fituation  with  his  prefent,  without  hav- 
ing very  humbling  thoughts.  At  length  he 
fummoned  all  his  relblution,  and  refolving,  if 
pofiible,  to  get  rid  of  the  reftraint  under  which 
he  languished,  he  told  Cortes  that  he  now  in- 
tended to  make  a  voluntary  acknowledgment  of 


that  vafialage  which  he  owed  to  the  King  of 
Spain  as  fuccefibr  of  Quezalcoal ;  that  he  would 
fummon  a  general  afiembly  of  his  nobles  for 
that  purpofe,  and  as  a  mark  of  that  vafialage, 
would  prefent  the  moll  valuable  jewels  of  his 
treafury  to  Don  Carlos  ;  and  he  did  not  doubt 
but  all  his  caciques  would  follow  his  example^ 
in  contributing  according  to  their  circumftan- 
ces. 

Cortes,  who  did  hot  perceive  his  whole  aim, 
thanked  him  for  his  generofity,  without  appear- 
ing to  be  furprized  at  the  propofal,  and  fecretly 
rejoiced  at  the  profpedt  of  being  able  to  give  his 
fovereign  fuch  an  important  earneft  of  the 
wealth  he  might  one  day  reap  from  this  acqui- 
fition. 

Motezuma  thought  that  after  this,  Cortes 
cbuld  have  no  pretence  for  ftaying  longer  in  his 
dominions  •,  while  Cortes,  on  the  other  hand, 
had  no  intention  to  depart,  and  imagined  he 
could  eafily  maintain  the  footing  he  had  ob- 
tained i»  Mexico,  till  he  lhould  receive  orders 
from  Spain. 

The  emperor,  according  to  his  promife,  dis- 
patched couriers  to  convene  all  the  caciques  of 
the  empire  ;  who  accordingly  came  with  equal 
fplendor  and  expedition  ;  and  being  afiembled 
in  the  king's  apartments,  in  the  prefence  of 
Cortes  and  his  captains,  Motezuma  made  a  ftu- 
died  harangue,  in  which,  after  having  reminded 
them  of  the  obligations  they  owed  him,  as  their 
fovereign  and  benefactor,  and  afiured  them  he 
had  confulted  and  obtained  the  approbation  of 
the  gods,  refpecting  the  caufe  of  their  meeting  i 
he  repeated  the  ftory  and  prophecy  of  Quezal- 
coal, declared  the  king  of  Spain  was  the  decend- 
ant  of  that  mighty  prince,  and  in  confequence 
the  lawful  fovereign  of  Mexico,  to  whom  both 
he  and  they  were  bound  in  duty  to  pay  obedi- 
ence :  as  a  token  of  which  he  had  feledted  the 
moft  precious  jewels  of  his  treafury  for  an  offer- 
ing to  the  king  of  Spain  ;  and  he  did  not  doubt 
but  that  they  would  follow  his  example,  in  ap- 
propriating fome  of  their  riches  to  the  fame  pur- 
pofe. 

This  fpeech  Motezuma  was  unable  to  pro- 
nounce without  interruption  :  he  could  not  re- 
frain frequent  fighs ;  and  when  he  owned  him- 
felf  the  vafial  of  another  prince,  the  tears  ran 
down  his  cheeks,  and  he  was  unable  to  pro- 
ceed. 

Cortes  then  arifing,  declared  that  it  was  by 
no  means  the  intention  of  his  fovereign  to  dif- 
pofiefs  Motezuma,  or  make  the  leaft  innova- 
tion in  his  government  •,  but  all  he  defired  was, 
that  he  Would  fettle  his  right  to  the  fuccefiion, 
in  favour  of  his  defendants.  Upon  which 
Motezuma  took  frelh  courage,  and  rinilhed  his 
fpeech. 

The  afiembly  were  aftonifhed  and  confounded  at 
a  propofal  which  appeared  fo  inconfifient  with  the 
known  character,  and  the  dignity  of  the  empe- 
ror i  and  confideringit  as  the  effectof  compulsion, 
they  groaned  bitterly,  exhibited  many  marks  of 
anxiety,  and  looked  at  each  other  with  the  moft: 
emphatic  filence  ■,  till  the  prime  minifter,  who 
better  knew  Motezuma's  diipofition  than  any 
of  the  reft,  took   upon  him  to  anfwer  for  the 
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whole  affembly  •,  and  affined  the  emperor,  that 
as  they  all  looked  on  him  as  their  rightful 
lord  and  fovereign,  they  would  readily  obey 
whatever  he  thought  proper  to  propofe,  and 
follow  his  example  to  the  utmoft  of  their  abili- 
ties. 

The  whole  council  fignified  their  afTent  to  this 
declaration,  when  Cortes,  by  means  of  his  inter- 
preter, made  an  artful  fpeech,  in  which  he  gave 
thanks  to  Motezuma  and  all  the  company,  for 
this  demonftration  of  their  refpect,  which  he 
accepted  in  the  name  of  his  King  :  but  by  his 
manner  feemed  to  imply,  that  they  had  done 
nothing  more  than  what  was  their  duty. 

Perhaps  Motezuma's  whole  aim  in  this  tranf- 
a&ion,  was  only  to  forward  the  departure  of  his 
vifitors,  without  any  intention  of  fulfilling  the 
terms  of  this  fubmiffion  for  the  future  :  but  be 
this  as  it  will,  it  is  certain  that  •  thence-for- 
ward, Charles  the  fifth  was  acknowledged,  and 
believed  by  the  people,  to  be  the  lawful  heredi- 
tary fovereign  of  the  Mexican  empire  -,  and  their 
homage  was  authenticated  by  a  public  inftru- 
ment,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  their  coun- 
try. 

This  affair  being  tranfacted  to  the  fatisfactioh 
of  the  emperor,  he  determined  to  lofe  no  time 
in  recovering  that  liberty  and  independance  for 
which  he  had  fo  long  pined  in  fecret  j  and  there- 
fore fpeedily  delivered  to  Cortes,  the  prefent  he 
had  provided,  confifting  of  curiofities  in  gold, 
in  the  fhape  of  animals,  birds  and  fifhes,  and  a 
great  number  of  precious  ftones,  many  of  which 
were  of  a  particular  fort,  efteemed  by  the  Mexi-: 
cans  above  all  others,  in  colour  reiembling  e- 
meralds  ;  together  with  many  beautiful  pictures 
made  of  variegated  feathers.  In  fact,  the  whole 
looked  like  the  ranibm  of  a  great  prince,  who 
thought  he  could  not  buy  his  liberty  too  dear  : 
the  contribution  of  the  nobles  correfponded  with 
the  liberality  of  the  prince  :  and  was  fuch  as 
might  be  expected  from  wealthy  chiefs,  who 
vied  Avith  each  other  in  liberality  and  orienta- 
tion. 

Cortes  appointed  a  receiver  and  treafurer  to 
take  an  exact  account  of  what  was  received  ;  and 
in  a  few  days,  exclufive  of  jewels,  precious 
ftones,  and  pieces  of  curious  workmanfhip,  they 
had  afhafled  as  much  gold  as,  when  melted 
down,  amounted  to  fix  hundred  thoufand  pefoes 
in  bars;  out  or  which  treafure,  one  fifth  part 
was  fet  afide  for  the  King,  and  a  fifth  of  the 
remainder  for  the  ufe  of  Cortes,  and  to  defray 
the  expence  of  providing  neceffaries  for  the 
army  :  another  part  was  allotted  to  reimburfe 
Diego  Velafquez  and  Cortes's  friends  in  the 
ifland  of  Cuba,  who  had  fupplied  him  with 
money  for  the  voyage  •,  and  the  reft  was  divi- 
ded amongft  the  officers  and  foldiers, '  including 
thofe  who  were  at  Vera  Cruz. 

All  thofe  who  were  in  the  fame  degree  of 
rank  had  equal  fliares  -,  but  among  the  private 
men,  thofe  who  had  moft  diftinguifhed  them- 
felves  in  the  fervice  wtre  beft  rewarded  :  this 
difference  however,  produced  murmurs  and' 
complaints,  which  were  at  length  filertced  by 
the  generofity  of  Cortes,  who  gave  a  part  of 
his  own  fiiare  to  the  malecontents. 


Motezuma  having  given  this  full  proof  of 
his  fubjection  to  Spain,  lent  for  Cortes,  and  in 
a  more  refolute  manner  than  he  had  lately  fpoke, 
told  him  that  as  his  bufinefs  was  difpatched, 
he  fhould  take  meafures  for  his  departure,  as 
his  longer  ftay  would  be  attributed  to  finifter 
motives  ;  nor  could  he  any  longer  fupport  him, 
when  reafon  was  not  of  his  fide. 

Both  the  fubftance  and  manner  of  this  inti- 
mation were  fo  unexpected,  that  it  was  not  till 
after  a  paufe  that  Cortes  could  recollect  him- 
felf  fo  as  to  make  a  proper  reply  :  He  now,  for 
the  firft  time,  law  the  reafon  why  the  affembly 
had  been  convoked,  and  fufpefting  that  Mo- 
tezuma had  privately  affembled  his  forces,  he 
inftantly  lent  one  of  his  captains  to  order  the 
foldiers  to  take  to  their  arms,  and  in  the  mean 
time  excufed  his  embarraffment,  on  the  fcore  of 
feeing  his  majefty  more  moved  than  ufualj 
alluring  him,  that  he  was  fo  far  from  intend- 
ing to  put  off  his  departure,  that  he  came  with 
a  defign  of  afking  permiffion  to  built  fhips  to 
carry  them  to  their  own  country,  as  his  Majefty 
well  knew  that  they  had  loft  the  veffeis  in 
which  they  failed  to  that  coaft. 

Motezuma  is  faid  to  have  affembled  fifty 
thoufand  men  to  lupport  his  determination  j 
but  be  that  ;;s  :i  will,  it  is  certain  that  he  was 
defirous  cf  avoiding  a  rupture  with  Cortes, 
and  even  apprehenfive  of  the  anfwer  he  might 
receive  ;  for  he  no  fooner  heard  this  artful 
reply,  than  he  embraced  him  with  fingular 
marks  of  affection-,  and  being  now  rid  of  his 
fears,  he  told  him  with  the  utmoft  complacen- 
cy, that  he  had  no  delire  to  haften  his  depar- 
ture, before  he  was  provided  for  the  voyage  ; 
and  that  he  fhould  be  fpeedily  furmihed  with 
all  neceffaries. 

Motezuma  now  iffued  immediate  orders  for 
affembling  all  the  carpenters  of  the  country 
to  cut  wood,  and  work  under  the  direction  of 
the  Spaniards  -,  and  Cortes  on  his  part  affected 
to  be  in  equal  hafte,  fending  his  builders  to 
Vera  Cruz  to  collect  the  iron-work,  rigging  and 
fails  of  the  veffeis  that  had  been  funk  ;  but  at 
the  fame  time  fent  private  directions  to  Martin 
Lopez,  his  mafter  builder,  to  proceed  flowly,, 
and  protract  the  work  as  much  as  he  could, 
without  giving  the  Mexicans  any  fufpicion  : 
for  his  real  defign  was  to  maintain  his  footing 
at  Mexico,  till  his  commiffiaries  fhould  arrive 
from  Spain,  as  he  expected  they  would  bring 
him  a  fupply  of  troops,  and  orders  how  he 
fhould  proceed  for  the  future. 

By  this  management  he  for  the  prefent  quiet- 
ed the  minds  of  Motezuma  and  his  people  ; 
but  in  a  few  days  an  affair  happened,  which 
called  for  the  exertion  of  all  his  abilities.  In- 
telligence was  brought  to  the  emperor,  that  eigh- 
teen fhips  had  been  feen  upon  the  coaft  of 
Pilleca-,  and  by  the  paintings  which  had  been 
made  for  Motezuma's  information,  thefe  fhips 
appeared  to  be  manned  with  Spaniards ;  a  eir- 
cumftance  that  could  not  fail  to  alarm  the  whole 
empire,  and  revive  thofe  fufpicions  they  hM 
already  harboured  againft  Cortes. 

Motezuma  immediately  communicated  his 
information  to  Cortes, obferving  that"  it  would  be 
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now  unneceflary  to  proceed  in  building  fhips, 
fince  he  might  embark  in  thofe  from  his  own 
country. 

Cortes  having  furveyed  the  paintings,was  fully 
convinced  chat  they  were  Spanifh  fhips,  and 
fuppofing  that  they  were  come  from  Spain  with 
a  lupply  of  trOops  and  ammunition',  he  anfwer- 
ed  with  great  compofure,  that  he  would  embark 
immediately,  provided  thofe  veffels  were  bound 
to  any  of  his  lbvereign's  dominions  ;  but  at  the 
fame  time  obferved,  that  it  would  be  proper  to 
continue  building,  till  a  meffenger  whom  he  had 
fent  to  Zempoalla,  brought  him  the  particulars", 
and  whofe  return  he  hourly  expected. 

Cortes  was  not  a  little  concerned  when,  a  few 
days  after  this  converfation,  he  received  a  letter 
from  Gonzalvo  de  Sandoval,  importing  that  this 
fieet  contained  eight  hundred  men,  who  were 
fent  by  Diego  Velafquez,  to  oppofe  him  and  his 
defigns  in  Mexico.  This  difagreeable  intelli- 
gence was  put  into  his  hand  while  he  was  in 
converfation  with  Motezuma,  and  all  his  cir- 
cumfpeclioh  was  necefTary  to  conceal  from  that 
prince,  the  emotions  he  felt  on  the  occafion : 
but  however  he  fucceeded  in  his  endeavours, 
Motezuma  fufpecting  nothing  of  the  truth  ;  and 
Cortes  retired  to  deliberate  upon  this  unexpected 
incident. 

But  we  muft  now  look  back  to  the  reception 
vhich  the  commifTaries  of  Cortes  found  at  the 
court  of  Spain,  and  the  caufes  by  which  Velaf- 
quez was  prompted  to  fend  fuch  a  fleet  againft 
him. 

Alonzo  Hernandez  Portocarrero,  and  Ffan- 
cifco  de  Montejo,  who  failed  from  Vera  Cruz, 
with  letters  for  the  King  of  Spain,  together  with 
the  firft  tribute  fent  from  New  Spain,  touched 
at  the  iiland  of  Cuba,  though  contrary  to  the 
orders  they  had  received,  in  order  that  Mon- 
tejo might  have  the  fatisfadtion  of  vifiting  his 
family  and  relations,  who  lived  near  the  Havan- 
nah,  at  fuch  a  diftance  from  Velafquez,  that  they 
thought  they  had  nothing  to  apprehend,  either 
irom  his  vigilance  or  refentment. 

This  dangerous  ftep,  however,  had  like  to 
have  prevented  their  voyage  to  Spain ;  for  Ve- 
lafquez imagining  that  Cortes  would  fend  fome 
of  his  fhips  to  the  iiland  of  St.  Domingo,  to  fol- 
licit  fuccours  of  the  religious  governors,  had 
ftationed  fpies  along  the  coaft,  who  having  made 
him  acquainted  with  what  had  paffed  at  Monte- 
jo's  houfe,  he  inftantly  difpatched  two  light  vef- 
fels, well  manned  and  armed,  with  orders  to  take 
the  fhip,  and  every  rerfon  on  board  ;  and  Mon- 
tejo no  fooner  reimbarked,  in  confequence  of 
the  full  notice  he  received  of  the  governor's  de- 
fign,  than  he  ventured  to  fail  through  the  gulph 
of  Florida,  a  thing  hitherto  unattempted,  as  the 
only  means  to  avoid  the  purfuit. 

After  a  profperous  voyage,  this  fhip  arrived 
tafe  at  Seville ;  but  at  a  very  unlucky  time  ;  for 
the  chaplain  Benito  Martin,  whom  Velafquez 
had  fent  to  follicit  the  commiffion  of  King's  lieu- 
tenant, had  obtained  his  fuit,  fent  the  commiffi- 
on to  Cuba,  and  was  then  at  Seville,  waiting  fcr 
a  velTel  in  which  he  himfelf  might  return  rhi- 
ther. 

This  man  reprefented  Cortes  as  a  pirate,  who 
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had  clandestinely  failed  with  feveral  Veflels  be- 
longing to  Cortes .:  and  Martin's  ir.tereft  was  fo> 
great  at  Seville,  that  the  directors  of  trade,  in. 
confequence  of  his  impeachment,  ordered  the 
vefTel  and  cargo  to  be  .feized  ;  bat  as"ja  great 
favour,  permitted  the  two :  captains,  ,and  the  pi- 
lot lent  by  Cortes,  to  apply  to  his  Majefty  for 
redrefs. 

Accordingly  they  repaired  to  Barcelona, 
where  they  expected  to  find  the  court ;  but 
underftanding  that  his  majefty  was  at  Corunna  j 
from  whence  he  was  preparing  to  pafs  over 
into  Flanders',  to  accept  the  imperial  crown, 
they  fet  out  for  that  city,  and  in  their  way  vifit- 
ed  Martin  Cortes,  who  with  equal  joy  and  fur- 
furprize,  heard  of  the  glory  and  fuccefs  of  his 
fon,  whofe  death  he  had  long  mourned  •,  and 
they  perfuaded  the  old  gentlernan  to  go  with 
them  to  the  emperor,  in  the  hope  that  his 
character  and  grey  hairs  might  enforce  their 
petitions.  They  were  happy  enough  to  over- 
take the  court  at  Tordeiillas,  juft  as  the  pre- 
lents  f.Om  Cortes,  with  the  Indians  of  the  new 
conqueft,  arrived  from  Seville  -,  for  thefe  the 
directors  did  not  dare  to  detain,  as  they  were 
upon  the  emperor's  own  account. 

They  met  with  a  very  favourable  reception 
from  his  Majefty,  who  exprefled  his  fatisfactiork 
and  aftonifhment  at  their  account  of  the  new 
difcovered  empire,  and  made  a  minute  enquiry 
into  every  particular  of  the  conqueft,  while 
the  Indians  and  prefents  gave  a  fanction  and 
credit  to  their  wonderful  relation  :  but  as  his 
Tnajefty  Was  then  On  the  point  of  departing  for 
Germany*  he  referred  the  letters  and  follicita- 
tions  of  Cortes  to  cardinal  Adrian,  and  the 
council  to  whom  he  had  left  the  adminift ration 
of  affairs  during  his  own  abferice :  defiring 
that  they  would  hit  upon  fome  method  of  en- 
couraging Cortes,  without  doing  any  injuftice  to 
the  pretenfions  of  Velafquez. 

But  Juan  Rodriquez  de  Fonfenca,  bifhop  of 
Burgos,  being  prefident  of  the  council,  and  a 
warm  friend  to  Velafquez,  reprefented  Cortes 
as  a  rebel  and  feditious  perfon,  upon  whom 
they  could  have  no  reliance  :  notwithftanding 
which  they  did  not  think  proper  to  give  him  an 
immediate  caufe  of  difcontent,  though  they  re- 
folved  not  to  fend  him  any  part  of  the  fupplies 
he  fo  earneftly  requefted  •,  fo  that  all  his  de- 
puties obtained,  was  a  fmall  fhare  of  the  cargo 
they  had  brought  for  their  fubfiftence;  and  they 
afterwards  attended  the  court,  without  the  leaft. 
fuccefs  for  two  years. 

Diego  Velafquez  in  the  mean  time,  received 
his  commiffion  of  King's  lieutenant,  not  of 
Cuba  only,  but  of  all  places  which  fhould  be 
difcovered  and  conquered  through  his  means. 
This  title,  together  with  affurance  of  protection 
from  the  Bifhop  of  Burgos,  prefident  of  the 
Indies,  enabled  him  to  obey  the  dictates  of  his 
ambition  and  refentment :  whereupon  he  de- 
termined to  appropriate  to  himfelf  the  honour  of 
conquering  Mexico,  and  to  punifh  Cortes  as 
a  deferter  and  rebel.  Full  of  this  defign,  he 
exerted  his  whole  influence,  and  expended  the 
greater  part  of  his  fortune,  in  equipping  an 
armament,  which  confifted  of  eight  hundred. 
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Spanifli  infantry,  eighty  horfe,  twelve  pieces 
of  cannon,  together  with  great  ftore  of  provi* 
fiort,  artns  and  ammunition. 

The  command  of  this  fquadron  he  beftowed 
upon  Pamphilo  de  Narvaez,  a  man  of  diftinc- 
tion  and  capacity  >  but  paffionate,  proud,  and 
bigotted  to  his  own  opinions  <  and  this  perfon, 
with  the  title  of  Diego's  lieutenant,  had  pri- 
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The  monks  of  St.   Gcronlmo  endeavour  in  vain 
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vate  inftructions  to  apprehend  Cortes,  and  fend 
him  to  Cuba  in  irons,  together  with  his  prin- 
cipal officers,,  provided  they  refufed  to  abandon 
his  intefeft  •,  after  which  he  was  to  take  poflef- 
fion  of  the  countries  which  had  been  conquered, 
in  the  name  of  Diego  Velafquez,  as  they  were 
within  his  jurifdiction,  in  confequence  of  the 
royal  grant. 


P. 


VI. 


to  prevail  on  Velafquez  to  abandon  bis  projeEl  ; 


the  fleet  under  Narvaez  arrives  at   Vera  Cruz,  but  is  cppofed  by  the  governor ;  Cortes 
acls  'With  great  precaution,  and  finding  he  cannot  bring  Narvaez  to  accept  terms  of  ac- 
commodation,, attacks  him  and  his  army,  obtains  a  complete  victory \  and  thereby  procures  con- 
fide r  able  reinforcements. 
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H  E  monks  of  St.  Geronimo,  who  pre- 
sided over  the  Royal  Audience  at  St. 
Domingo,  and  whofe  jurifdiftion  ex- 
tended over  the  other  iflands,  hearing  of  thefe  pre- 
parations, and  forfeeing  the  ill  confequences 
that  might  attend  them,  lent  Lucas  Velafquez 
de  Leon,  to  diiTuade  Diego  from  his  enter- 
prize,  and  in  cafe  his  arguments  failed,  to  com- 
mand him,  under  great  penalties,  to  defilt  from 
a  proceeding  that  might  diftufb  the  meafures 
which  Cortes  was  taking. 

De  Ayllon  arrived  in  the  ifland  of  Cuba 
when  the  fleet  was  upon  the  point  of  failing, 
and  ufed  all  his  influence  and  elocution  to  in- 
duce Velafquez  to  change  his  refolution  :  he 
expatiated  on  the  danger  which  might  arife, 
if  Cortes  fnould  ftand  upon  the  defenfive,  and 
among  other  arguments,  reprefented  the  injur)' 
that  the  Spanifh  intereft  would  fuftain,  fhould 
the  Indians  be  witnefs  of  a  civil  war  among 
their  conquerors  :  and  exhorted  him  to  leave 
his  complaints  to  the  determination  of  the  royal 
chamber,  from  whom  he  might  expect  ample 
]uftice  :  but  Velafquez,  whole  pride  and  info- 
lence  were  not  a  little  increafed  by  the  title  he 
had  acquired,  being  deaf  to  all  his  remon- 
ftances,  De  Ayllon  cauied  his  orders  and  pro- 
teft  to  be  notified  by  a  fcrivener,  and  though 
he  was  treated  with  contempt,  he  dhTembled  his 
refentment,  and  then  defired  leave  to  accom- 
pany the  expedition,  with  a  view  of  gratifying 
his  curiofity. 

Velafquez  having  granted  this  requeft,  De 
Ayllon  embarked  with  the  view  of  acting  as 
a  mediator  between  Narvaez  and  Cortes,  and 
thus  preventing  the  ill  confequences  of  Ve- 
lafquez's  refentment.  With  the  fame  view  Andres 
de  Duero,  fecretary  to  Velafquez,  who  had 
greatly  befriended  Cortes  in  the  beginning  of 
his  fortune,  engaged  in  the  expedition  ;  and 
the  fleet  failing  with  a  favourable  wind,  foon 
came  to  an  anchor  in  the  port  of  Ulua  •,  where 
Narvaez  lent  afnore  fome  foldiers  to  procure 
intelligence,  who  in  a  little  time  returned  with 
two  or  three  Spaniards,  whom  they  found  ftrol- 
ling  about  the  cpuntry  ;  and  from  thefe  he  re- 


ceived information  of  all  that  had  pafTed  at  Vera 
Cruz  and  Mexico. 

On  receiving  this  intelligence,  Narvaez  de- 
termined to  endeavour  to  obtain  the  fortrefs 
of  Vera  Cruz  by  treaty,  and  therefore  lent  a 
clergyman  named  Juan  Ruis  de  Guevara,  at- 
tended by  three  foldiers  and  a  public  notary, 
to  Gonzalo  de  Sandoval,  to  perfuade  him  to 
join  the  army  with  his  garrifon,  and  give  up 
the  fortrefs. 

Gonzalo,  whofe  centinels  had  informed  him 
of  their  coming,  was  prepared  for  their  recep- 
tion ;  hut  when  Guevara  delivered  his  meffage, 
and  informed  him  that  Narvaez  was  come  to 
fend  Cortes  in  chains  to  Cuba,  he  could  fcarce- 
ly  reftrain  himfelf  within  the  bounds  of  modera- 
tion ;  but  anfwered  with  great  warmth,  that 
he  could  not  imagine  that  Narvaez,  whom  he 
took  to  be  a  good  fubject,  would  attempt  to 
interrupt  Cortes  in  a  conqueft  from  which  Spain 
would  necefiarily  reap  fuch  advantages,  but 
would  rather  join  him  with  all  his  forces,  to 
perfect  fo  noble  a  fcheme  •,  but  however,  if 
he  was  actually  bent  upon  offering  violence  to 
Cortes,  he  would  find  the  garrifon  of  Vera  Cruz 
determined  to  oppofe  him  with  thfir  utmoft 
power. 

Guevara,  who  was  a  paffionate  man,  was 
fo  incenfed  at  a  reply  fo  different  from  what  he 
had  expected,  that  he  broke  out  in  the  molr. 
opprobrious  language,  threatning  Cortes  and  all 
his  adherents,  whom  he  branded  with  the  names 
of  traitors  and  felons-,  and  then  commanded  the 
notary  to  do  his  office  in  publifhing  that  all  the 
Spaniards  at  Vera  Cruz,  lbould,  on  pain  of  death, 
pay  obedience  to  Narvaez. 

Sandoval  attempted  to  perfuade  this  fiery 
churchman,  of  the  indecency  and  impropriety 
of  fuch  behaviour  in  a  perfon  of  his  profef- 
fion  ;  but  finding  that  his  remonftrances  had 
no  effect,  he  put  on  a  peremptory  air,  and 
told  the  notary  that  he  would  caufe  him  to  be 
inftantly  hanged,  if  he  prefumed  to  publilh  any 
order  that. did  not  come  from  the  King.  He 
even  caufed  the  prieft  and  his  attendants  to  be 
feized  ;  and  havine  lent  information  to  Cones 
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of  thefe  proceedings,  he  fummoned  his  Indian 
allies  to  Ms  afliftance  in  cafe  he  fhould  be  at- 
tacked, put  his  fbrtrefs  in  the  bell  order  he 
could,  and  made  the  proper  difpofitions  for 
fuftaining  a  feige,  as  became  an  able  com- 
mander, 

The  account  of  thefe  tranfactions  gave  Cortes 
the  utmoft  uneafinefs,  when  he  reflected  on  the 
danger  of  his  fituation  between  the  Mexicans 
and  Narvaez,  who  were  equally  his  enemies  •, 
and  yet  he  put  on  an  air  of  tranquillity  when  in 
the  prefence  of  Motezuma,  telling  him  that  the 
Spaniards  who  were  lately  arrived,  came  with  a 
fecond  embaffy  to  fupport  the  propofltions  he 
had  already  made,  and  had  brought  an  army 
with  them,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  their' 
country  ;  but  that  he  would  prevail  on  them  to 
return,  and  even  go  along  with  them;  as  his 
majefty's  generofity  had  left  nothing  either  for 
him  or  them  to  aik. 

Though  Corflrs  Was  tineafy,  lie  was  by  no 

means  idle,    but  determined  to  endeavour   to 

effect  a  reconciliation  with  Narvaez,  and  in  the 

mean  time  make  provifion  for  war,  in  cafe  his 

negotiation  fhould  not  fucceed.     He  fent  a  mef- 

fage  to  his  friends  the  Tlafcalans,  defiring  them 

to  affemble  fix  thoufand  men  for  an  enterprize  in. 

which  he  might  pofiibly  want  their  afliftance  •, 

and  he  gave    private    directions    to   three  or 

four  of  his  foldiers,    who    were  permitted   to 

vifit  the  mines  of  Chinantla,   to  perfuade  the 

caciques  of  that  country,  who  had  already  made 

offers  of  their  friendfhip,   to  levy  two  thoufand 

men  for  his  fervice. 

At  the  fame  time  he  purchafed  of  them  three 
hundred  lances  made  of  a  very  tough  wood, 
armed  with  points  of  tempered  copper  ;  and 
thefe  he  diftributed  among  his  foldiers,  to  guard 
them  againft  the  horfe  of  Narvaez,  which  he 
very  much  dreaded. 

In  the  interim   Pedro  de  Solis  arrived  fr«m 
Vera  Cruz,  with  the  prieft  and   other  prifoners 
whom  Gonzalo  de  Sandoval  had  taken,  and  fent 
to   Mexico  tied  in  chairs,  and  carried  on  the 
fhoulders  of  the  Indians.     Cortes  being  informed 
of  their  coming,  went  out  to  meet  them,  with 
more   attendants  than  ufual  ;    embraced   them 
with  great  appearance  of  cftecm,  and  was  par- 
ticularly obliging  to  father  Guevara,  to  whom 
he  laid  that  he  would  chaftife  Gonzalo  de  Sando- 
val, for  paying  fo  little  regard  to  his  perfon  and 
funftion.     He  then  took  him  to  his  own  apart- 
ment, honoured  him  with  a  place  at  his  table, 
and  took  frequent  opportunities  of  hinting  that 
he  felt  the  utmoft  fatisfaction  at  the  arrival  of 
Narvaez,  with  whom  he  had  formerly  lived  in 
the  greateft  friendfliip.     He  made  him  a  wit- 
nefs  of  the  favours  he  received  from  Motezuma, 
and  the  refpect  with  which  he  was  treated  by  the 
Mexican   princes :  he  alio  prefented  him  with 
fome  jewels  of  value,  which  greatly  allayed  the 
violence  of  his  temper  •,  his  companions  alfo  par- 
took of  his  bounty  •,  and  having  thus  artfully 
engaged  them  in  his   intereft,  he  in   four  days 
permitted  them  to  return,  without  giving  the 
leaft  hint  of  his  being  defirous  of  their  employ- 
ing their  good  offices  with  Narvaez,  towards  an 
accommodation. 


Having  difmiffed  them  in  this  obliging  man- 
ner, Cortes  allowed  fome  time  for  his  judicious 
behaviour  to  produce  the  defired  effect ,  and  then 
difpatched  the  friar  Bartholome  de  Olmedo  with 
letters  for  Narvaez,  de  Ayllon,  and  the  fecre- 
tary  Andres  de  Duero,  and  delivered  to  him  a 
number  of  jewels,  which  he  was  directed  to> 
diftribute  according  to  his  own  penetration  and 
fagacity. 

In  the  letter  to  Narvaez^  having  firft  welcom- 
ed him  to  the  coaft  of  Mexico,  he  gave  him  an 
account  of  the  conqueft  ;  defcribed  the  power 
and  grandeur  of  Motezuma,  and   the  warlike 
genius  of  the  Indians  \  enlarged  upon  the  bad 
confequehces  that  would  be  produced  by  a  mif- 
underftahding  among  the  Spaniards  •,  reminded 
him  Of  his  duty  to  his  King,  and  the  friendfhip 
formerly   fubfifting  between  them  j  defired  to- 
know  his  orders,  which  he  promifed  to  obey  if 
they  came  from   the  King,  even  if  they  fhould 
order  him  to  defift  from  the  enterprize,  in  which, 
he  had  fo  far  fucceeded  i  but  gave  hints  of  the 
mifchief  that  would  enfue  if  he  only  meant  to 
profecute  the  unjuft  refentments  of  Velafquez, 
whom  he  refolved  not  only  to  indemnify  for  the 
expence  of  equipping  the  fleet  with  which  he  had 
arrived,  but  alfo  to  gratify  him  with  a  fhare  of 
the   glory  and  advantage  of  his  fuccefs;  and 
laftly,  he  informed  Narvaez  that  he  did  not  ufe 
arguments  becaufe  he  wanted  ftrength,  but  was 
as  able  to  maintain  his  own  rights,  as  ready  to 
offer  terms  of  accommodation. 

Narvaez  had  taken  up  his  quarters  in  ZenW 
poalla,  where  the  fat  cacique  received  him  with 
the  utmoft  hofpirality,  and  at  firft  thought  that 
he  came  in  order  to  aflift  Cortes ;  but  to  his 
mortification,  he  was  foon  undeceived,  for  tho* 
Narvaez  had  no  interpreters,  his  actions  fpoke 
but  too  plainly  :  he  treated  the  Zempoallans  in 
the  moft  imperious  and  oppreflive  manner,  feiz- 
ed  the  jewels  and  furniture  which  Cortes  had  left 
in  his  own  houfe,  and  permitted  his  foldiers  to 
be  guilty  of  all  kind  of  violent  and  rapacious 
actions. 

When  Guevara  returned  from  Mexico,  he 
waited  upon  Narvaez,  informed  him  of  the 
magnificence  of  that  city,  the  kind  reception 
Cortes  had  given  him,  the  prodigious  degree  of 
favour  that  general  was  in  with  Motezuma,  and 
his  earneft  defire  of  living  in  friendfhip  with 
Narvaez  :  when  that  infolent  officer  interrupting 
his  difcourfe,  bid  him  return  to  Cortes,  by  whofe 
artifices  he  had  been  cajoled,  and  thruft  him 
from  his  prefence  with  marks  of  the  moft  afto- 
nifhing  rudenefs  and  difrefpect. 

But  though  Guevara  met  with  a  repulfe  from 
this  quarter,  he  and  his  companions  did  not  fail 
of  making  great  impreflions  on  die  minds  of  the 
foldiers,  among  whom  they  extolled  the  charac- 
ter of  Cortes  in  fuch  a  degree  as  not  only  dif- 
pofcd  them  to  wifh  for  an  accommodation  with 
that  general,  but  gave  them  an  unfavourable 
opinion  of  their  own  commander. 

Guevara  was  foon  followed  by  father  de  Ol- 
medo, who  delivered  Cortes's  letter  to  Narvaez  -, 
but  could  fcarce  prevail  on  him  to  examine  the 
contents,  which  however  he  fuperficially  glanced 
over,  in  compliment  to  the  bearer.     In  vain  did 
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the  friar  make  a  very  elegant  and  pathetic  re- 
-monftrance,  on  the  fatal  effects  that  would  attend 
their  animofity,  and  the  neceffity  of  their  acting 
ifi  concert,  for  the  advantage  of  their  country  : 
Narvaez  replied  in  a  paflionate  manner,  that  the 
chief  defign  of  his  coming  thither,  was  to  chaf- 
tife  Cortes  as  a  rebellious  fubject  ;  that  he  would 
immediately  fet  a  price  upon  his  head,  and  pro- 
claim all  his  adherents  traitors  ;  and  that  he  had 
fufficient  force  to  wreft  the  conqueft  from  his 
hands,  without  having  any  occafion  to  confult 
thofe  who  were  the  abettors  and  accomplices  of 
his  rebellion. 

The  friar,  ftill  preferving  his  temper,  exhort- 
ed him  to  confider  well  the  ftep  he  was  about  to 
take  -,  and  informed  him  that  before  he  could 
arrive  at  Mexico,  he  would  be  under  the  necef- 
fity  of  fighting  his  way  through  whole  provinces 
of  warlike  Indians,  who  were  the  firm  friends 
and  allies  of  Cortes  :  that  his  Spaniards  were 
determined  to  die  by  his  fide,  and  that  his  caufe 
would  be  fupported  by  Motezuma,  a  prince  fo 
powerful,  that  he  could  raiie  a  numerous  army, 
for  every  fingle  foldier  that  Narvaez  had  under 
his  command. 

The  friar  now  took  his  leave,  and  proceeded 
to  execute  the  other  part  of  his  commifilcn  :  he 
vifited  de  Ayllon,  and  the  fecretary  Andres  de 
Duero,  who  engaged  to  exert  all  their  influence 
to  effect,  an  accommodation.  The  father  then 
went  among  the  captains  and  foldiers  of  his  ac- 
quaintance, explained  the  nature  of  his  embafTy, 
mewed  the  necefiity  of  reconciling  the  two  com- 
manders, diftributed  the  jewels  and  other  curio- 
fities  with  great  judgment  ;  and,  in  a  word, 
would  foon  have  made  a  ftrong  party  in  favour 
of  Cortes,  had  he  not  been  prevented  by  Nar- 
vaez, who  hearing  of  his  proceedings,  ordered 
him  to  be  brought  before  him,  reviled  him  in  the 
moft  injurious  manner,  called  him  a  mutinous 
and  feditious  traitor,  and  ordered  him  to  leave 
Zempoalla  without  delay. 

At  this  juncture  de  Ayllon  entered  the  room, 
and  propofed  that  before  de  Olmedo  was  difmif- 
ied,  the  officers  fhould  be  called  together,  in 
order  to  fix  on  a  proper  anfwer  to  be  given  to 
Cortes,  whofe  inclinations  appeared  to  be  lb 
peaceable  :  but  Narvaez  rejected  the  propofal 
with  fcorn,  and  to  prevent  any  farther  alterca- 
tion, immediately  ordered  war  to  be  declared 
againft  Cortes,  as  a  rebel  and  traitor  to  the 
King ;  promifed  a  confiderable  reward  to  the 
perfon  who  fhould  take  him  dead  or  alive,  and 
commanded  the  army  to  make  preparations  for 
marching  immediately. 

De  Ayllon  incenfed  at  this  violent  and  irre- 
gular proceeding,  commanded  the  crier  to  defiit, 
and  forbad  Narvaez  to  ftir  a  foot  from  Zem- 
poalla, on  pain  of  death,  or  to  employ  the  troops 
without  the  full  confent  of  the  whole  army  : 
upon  which  Narvaez  ordered  him  to  be  appre- 
hended, lent  on  board  a  (hip,  and  carried  to 
Cuba  without  delay :  and  in  the  mean  time 
Olmedo  returned  to  Mexico,  without  any  fa- 
vourable anfwer,  leaving  the  principal  officers 
in  the  army  of  Narvaez,  Ihocked  at  his  behavi- 
our ;  and  the  common  foldiers  loudly  exclaim- 
ing againft  his  conduct. 


Cortes  found  his  fears  of  Narvaez  but  too  well  • 
founded,  from  the  account  that  father  de  Ol- 
medo gave  of  the  implacable  temper  of  that'' 
officer  :  but  he  was  greatly  pleaied  when  he 
heard  of  the  difpofition  of  the  foldiers,  and  re- 
folved  to  take  immediate  advantage  of  this  fa- 
vourable circumftance ;  and  having  communica- 
ted his  refolution  to  his  officers  and  foldiers,  they 
exprefTed  the  utmoft  zeal  and  impatience  to  be 
in  action  •,  for  in  fpite  of  the  inferiority  of  their 
number,  they  had  fo  high  an  opinion  of  the  va- 
lour and  difcretion  of  Cortes,  that  they  imagined 
themfelves  almoft  certain  of  conqueft,  when  led 
on  by  fuch  a  general. 

Cortes  determined  not  to""damp  their  ardour 
by  any  unnecerlary  delay,  went  inftantly  to  the 
emperor  to  inform  him  of  his  intended  march  ; 
but  was  greatly  furprized  when  Motezuma  an- 
ticipated his  difcourfe,  by  telling  him  that  he 
had  received  information  from  different  parts, 
that  the  Spanifh  general  at  Zempoalla,  was  come 
with  finifter  defigns  againft  him  and  his  follow- 
ers ;  and  that  though  he  did  not  at  all  wonder ' 
that  the  two  commanders  fhould,  from  private 
animofity,  be  enemies  to  each  other,  yet  he 
could  not  help  being  of  opinion,  that  as  they 
were  both  vafials  of  the  fame  fovereign,  and 
headed  contrary  factions,  one  of  them  muft  con- 
iequently  be  a  rebel  to  his  prince. 

Though  not  a  little  ftartled  at  this  declara- 
tion, Cortes,  whofe  prefence  of  mind  never  for- 
fook  him  on  an  emergency,  anfwered  without 
hefitation,  that  the  information  his  majefty  had 
received  was  undoubtedly  true,  and  he  was 
come  to  give  him  the  fame  intelligence,  as  au- 
thenticated by  the  return  of  father  de  Olmedo  : 
that  however  Narvaez  was  not  to  be  confidered 
in  the  light  of  a  rebel  to  his  fovereign,  but  rather 
as  a  perfon  who  through  miftake,  proceeded 
upon  wrong  principles  •,  for  he  was  come  as  a 
lieutenant  or  fubftitute  from  a  mif-informed  go- 
vernor, who  living  in  a  remote  province,  was 
not  acquainted  with  the  laft  refolutions  of  the 
court  of  Spain,  and  thought  that  an  embafTy  to 
the  emperor  of  Mexico  was  a  matter  appertain- 
ing to  his  office  •,  but  that  the  whole  would  be 
fet  right,  as  foon  as  he  (Cortes)  fhould  lay  his 
difpatcljes  before  that  lieutenant  :  wherefore  he 
determined  to  march  directly  to  Zempoalla,  with 
part  of  his  forces,  to  induce  the  new-comers  to 
return  on  board  their  fhips,  and  he  would  foon 
make  them  fenfible  that  they  ought  to  refpecr. 
the  fubjects  of  Motezuma,  as  people  under  the 
immediate  protection  of  the  King  of  Spain. 

The  profped  of  the  departure  of  fuch  dila- 
greeable  vifitors,  to  whofe  acts  of  oppreffion  he 
was  no  ftranger,  was  very  pleafing  to  the  em- 
peror ;  but  he  thought  that  Cortes's  engaging 
againft  fuch  odds  might  be  attended  with  danger, 
and  therefore  offered  to  fupply  him  with  an  ar- 
my that  fhould  be  entirely  under  his  command  ; 
and  repeated  this  offer  with  fuch  marks  of  af- 
fectionate regard,  that  Cortes  had  no  doubt  of 
his  fincerity,  though  he  declined  the  offer  with 
due  acknowledgement,  becaufe  he  feared  the 
Mexican  foldiers  were  by  no  means  attached 
to  him  or  his  caufe. 

He  therefore  determined  to  leave  eighty  folr 

diers 


BY     HERNANDO     CORTES. 


205 


diers  in  Mexico,  under  the  command  of  Pedro 
de  Alverado,  an  accomplished  officer,  whole 
engaging  manners  had  already  fecured  him  an 
ample  ffiare  of  the  emperor's  favour. 

He  gave  him  directions  respecting  his  con- 
duct towards  Motezuma  ;  and  the  foldiers  were 
ordered  to  obey  their  captain,  and  Serve  the  em- 
peror with  the  molt  zealous  attachment. 

Cortes  having  taken  thefe  precautions,  fent  a 
meflenger  to  Gonzalo  de  Sandoval,  with  direc- 
tions for  him  to  leave  the  fortrefs  of  Vera  Cruz 
to  the  care  of  the  confederate  Indians,  and  march 
out  with  his  Spaniards  to  meet  him  at  an  ap- 
pointed place.  He  then  ifllied  the  neceffary 
orders  for  fupplies  of  provifion  to  be  ready  upon 
rhe  road,  and  commanded  his  people  to  hold  them- 
fclves  in  readinefs  for  marching  the  next  morn- 
ing. 

A  number  of  Indians  being  appointed  to  car- 
ry the  baggage,  the  Spaniards  began  their  march 
with  the  chearfulnefs  and  circumspection  of  ve- 
terans, takirg  the  road  to  Cholula,  where  they 
were  hoipitably  received  •,  and  marching  on- 
wards towards  Tlalcala,  they  found  at  the  dist- 
ance of  half  a  league  from  that  city,  a  fplendid 
appearance  of  the  nobility,  and  the  whole  fe- 
nate,  who  celebrated  their  entrance  with  great 
demonstrations  of  joy  and  reipect. 

Having  remained  here  a  Short  time,  they  pro- 
ceeded to  Matalequita,  a  town  of  Indian  friends, 
about  twelve  leagues  from  Zempoalla,  where 
Gonzalo  de  Sandoval  and  his  people  met  them, 
together  with  feven  Soldiers  who  had  deSerted 
from  the  army  of  Narvaez  :  from  thefe  Cortes 
received  information  of  all  that  had  been  trans- 
acted in  the  enemy's  quarters  before  they  had 
left  them  :  he  had  likewife  intelligence  of  a 
freSher  date,  from  two  foldiers  who  had  gone 
from  Vera  Cruz  to  Zempoalla,  in  the  difguife 
of  Indians  carrying  fruit,  which  they  trucked 
with  the  Spaniards  for  glais  beads  and  other 
toys  ■,  and  fo  admirably  affected  the  Simplicity 
of  the  natives,  that  they  were  allowed  to  range 
through  every  part  of  the  quarters,  and  make 
their  obfervations  without  giving  the  lealt  fuf- 
picion  ;  nay,  they  even  ventured  to  go  a  fecond 
time,  and  as  a  proof  of  the  carelefs  watch  that 
Narvaez  kept,  took  away  from  the  parade  a 
horSe  belonging  to  a  captain,  named  Salva- 
tierra,  one  of  the  molt  inveterate  enemies  of 
Cortes. 

Cortes,  with  a  view  of  gaining  Time  till  the 
Indians  trom  Chinantla  Should  arrive,  fent  fa- 
ther de  Olmedo  with  frefh  propofals  for  an  ac- 
commodation -,  but  as  he  made  no  progreSs,  the 
general  fent  Juan  Velafquez  de  Leon,  hoping 
that  his  affinity  to  Diego  de  Velafquez,  would 
render  his  mediation  the  more  acceptable.  Nar- 
vaez had  written  to  this  officer,  conjuring  him 
to  efpoufe  the  caufe  of  his  kinfman,  and  offer- 
ing him  a  very  advantageous  poft  in  his  army  ; 
and  this  letter  Juan  delivered  to  Cortes,  affuring 
him  in  the  molt  Solemn  manner,  that  he  would 
die  by  his  fide  rather  than  delert  his  colours  •, 
which  generous  proceeding  won  the  confidence 
of  the  general,  who  thought  it  an  additional 
reafon  for  fending  him  on  this  negotiation. 

"When  he  came  near   Zempoalla,    Narvaez 
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thinking  he  was  come  to  join  his  army,  went  out 
with  a  grand  retinue  to  meet  him,  and  was  ex- 
tremely mortified  to  find  himfelf  miltaken.  How- 
ever, he  ufed  every  argument  he  could  think 
of  to  detach  him  from  Cortes,  and  had  the 
whole  army  reviewed  before  him,  that  he  might 
be  an  eye-witnefs  of  his  Superior  force. 

The  next  day  he  invited  him  to  dinner,  with 
thofe  of  his  own  officers  in  whom  he  chiefly  con- 
fided, that  they  might,  if  poffible,  induce  him 
to  join  them.  At  firlt  he  was  treated  with  great 
civility  and  compliment ;  but  in  the  midft  of 
their  mirth  Some  farcaSms  were  thrown  out  a- 
gainft  Cortes ;  and  although  Juan  at  firSt  dif- 
fembled  his  refentment,  that  he  might  not  pre- 
judice the  bufinefs  in  which  he  was  employed  -T 
the  abufe  at  length  became  fo  illiberal  and  in- 
decent, that  unable  any  longer  to  restrain  his 
indignation,  he  declared,  that  if  any  perfon  in 
that  company,  who  did  not  efteem  Hernando 
Cortes,  and  all  his  followers,  as  loyal  Subjects  to 
the  King  of  Spain,  would  declare  his  Sentiments, 
before  fewer  witneffes,  he  would  undeceive  him 
in  whatever  manner  he  thought  proper. 

This  declaration,  which  diSconcerted  Nar- 
vaez, was  anSwered  by  a  young  officer  of  the 
name  and  family  of  VelaSquez,  who  faid,  that 
no  man  was  worthy  of  bearing  that  name,  who 
attempted  to  vindicate  a  traitor. 

Juan,  incenfed  at  this  reproach,  gave  him  the 
lie,  and  drew  his  fword  to  chaStiSe  his  infolencej 
when  the  company  interpofed  ;  but  found  it  no 
eafy  taSk  to  prevent  mifchief :  at  length,  how- 
ever, Juan  was  prevailed  on  to  Sheath  his  fword,' 
when  he  left  the  company  abruptly,  and  return- 
ed inftantly  to  Cortes,  breathing  nothing  but  re- 
venge and  defiance. 

Such  murmurs  were  occasioned  among  the 
officers  and  foldiers,  by  this  circumstance,  that 
Narvaez,  in  order  to  put  a  Stop  to  their  cla- 
mour, was  under  the  neceffity  of  fending  a  per- 
fon to  Cortes,  to  apologize  for  what  had  hap- 
pended  to  Juan  de  Velafquez,  and  to  learn  the 
fubftance  of  his  commission,  which  had  not  been 
fully  explained.  For  this  fervice  he  chofe  the 
Secretary  Andres  de  Duero,  who  met  Cortes  on 
his  march  to  an  advantageous  poSt,  which  he 
propofed  to  occupy  till  the  arrival  of  the  Chi- 
nantlans  •,  for  by  this  time  his  hopes  of  accom- 
modation were  at  an  end.  Cortes  and  Duero 
embraced  each  other  like  intimate  friends  meet- 
ing after  a  long  feperation  ;  and  the  Stranger 
was  received  with  joy  and  reipect  by  all  the 
officers. 

Before  they  proceeded  to  bufinefs,  Cortes 
prefented  him  with  fome  jewels  of  value  :  he 
was  regaled  with  the  utmoSt  magnificence  and 
hofpitality,  and  Staid  till  the  following  day> 
conferring  about  meafures  to  prevent  a  rup- 
ture, which  would  be  fo  prejudicial  to  the  in- 
terests of  Spain. 

On  this  occafion  Cortes  manifested  the  ut- 
moSt moderation,  offering  to  give  up  the 
Mexican  conquefts  to  his  competitor,  while  he 
and  his  followers  would  engage  in  fome  new 
expedition.  Struck  with  this  inftance  of  his 
modeSty  and  Self-denial,  Andres  de  Duero  pro- 
pofed an  interview  with  Narvaez,  being  per- 

fuaded 
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fuaded  that  all  their  animofities  would  be  fur-  | 
mounted  by  a  perlbnal  conference  :  and  Cortes 
inltantly  aflenting  to  the  propofal,  the  fecretary 
returned  to  Zempoalla,  where  he  likewife  ob- 
tained the  conient  of  Narvaez :  but  after  the 
time  and  place  were  appointed  where  they 
were  to  meet,  accompanied  by  ten  friends  only 
on  each  fide,  Duero  lent  private  information 
to  Cortes,  that  Narvaez  had  determined  to  lay 
an  ambufcade  for  his  life  :  which  account  be- 
in°-  confirmed  by  others  of  Narvaez's  people 
who  were  fecretly  his  friends,  he  wrote  to  that 
treacherous  enemy,  informing  him  that  he  was 
no  ftranger  to  his  c:efign,  and  reproaching  him 
with  his  bafenefs. 

Cortes  now  continued  his  march,  and  {ra- 
tioned himfelf  within  a  league  of  Zempoalla, 
his  front  being  defended  by  a  river,  and  the 
neighbourhood  of  Vera  Cruz  protecting  his 
rear.  Having  polled  fome  centinels  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  river,  and  detached  a  number 
of  fcouts,  he  allowed  his  people  to  repofe  thern- 
felves  in  fome  cottages,  where  they  were  fhel- 
tered  from  the  fun. 

As  foon  as  Narvaez  was  made  acquainted 
with  this  difpofition,  he  drew  up  his  army  in 
the  field,  ordered  war  to  be  declared  at  the 
head  of  his  troops  ;  offered  a  reward  of  two 
thoufand  pieces  of  eight  to  any  perfon  who 
fhould  bring  him  the  head  of  Cortes,  and  alio 
fet  a  prize  upon  the  lives  of  Gonzalo  de  Sando- 
val, and  Juan  Velafquez  de  Leon.  Then  he 
marched  about  a  quarter  of  a  league  to  an  open 
field,  where  he  waited  for  Cortes,  idly  imagin- 
ing that  he  would  give  up  his  advantageous 
fituation,  to  attack  an  enemy  who  had  three 
times  his  own  number  of  men. 

Towards  the  evening,  the  weather,  on  a  Rid- 
den, grew  dark  and  cloudy,  and  fo  great  a  quan- 
tity of  rain  fell,  that  the  lbldiers  were  inftantly 
wet  to  the  fkin,  and  their  arms  rendered  ufe- 
lefs,  fo  that  they  curfed  the  author  of  their  ex- 
pedition, grew  clamorous,  and  infilled  upon 
going  back  to  their  quarters  immediately. 

Narvaez  was  obliged  to  comply  with  this  de- 
mand, and,  little  imagining  that  Cortes  would 
attempt  to  pals  the  river  in  fuch  a  night,  retreated 
to  Zempoalla  in  great  diforder  •,  but  intending 
to  take  the  field  again  early  in  the  morning, 
he  would  not  allow  his  troops  to  feperate,  but 
lodged  them  in  the  principal  temple  of  the  city, 
which  was  built  upon  an  eminence  that  had  an 
afcent  of  many  ill  contrived  fteps,  by  which  it 
was  rendered  very  difficult  of  accefs. 

On  the  top  of  thefe  he  planted  his  artillery  •, 
and  fixed  his  head  quarters  in  the  middle  of 
the  tower,  to  which  he  retired  with  fome 
officers,  and  about  one  hundred  lbldiers  in 
whom  he  chiefly  confided  •,  the  reft  of  the  army 
was  diftributed  in  the  other  towers,  centinels 
were  placed  in  the  avenues,  and  fome  horfe 
fent  out  to  patrole  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
town. 

Thefe  difpofitions  being  made,  Andres  de 
Duero  fent  one  of  the  foldiers  whom  he  could 
truft,  to  inform  Cortes  of  their  retreat  and 
fituation,     merely    with     a    friendly    view    to 


make  him  eafy,  that  he  might  pafs  the  nigfiC 
without  apprehenfion  of  being  attacked  in  hi3 
quarters. 

Cortes,  however,  no  fooner  received  this  in- 
telligence, than  refolving  to  take  advantage 
of  the  favourable  moment,  he  affembled  his 
people  without  delay,  and  notwithftanding  the 
continuance  of  the  tempeft.  Having  pafied 
the  river,  with  the  water  above  their  middle, 
he  addrefied  them  in  a  fhort  fpeech,  in  which 
he  defcribed  the  enemy's  fituation,  and  explain- 
ed the  facility  with  which  they  might  be  attack- 
ed and  routed  in  the  dark,  before  they  could 
have  time  to  join,  or  be  drawn  up  in  their  de- 
fence :  in  this  fpeech  he  mingled  proper  in- 
centives, refpecting  the  juftice  of  his  own 
caufe,  and  the  infolence  and  treachery  of  Nar- 
vaez ;  fo  that  the  foldiers,  being  fired  with  re- 
fentment,  called  aloud  to  him  to  lead  them  to 
the  enemy. 

The  troops  were  now  formed  into  three  bat- 
talions, the  firft  of  which  was  commanded  by 
Gonzalo  de  Sandoval,  the  fecond  by  Chriftoval 
de  Oled,  and  the  third  by  Cortes  himfelf. 

Gonzalo  was  directed  to  begin  the  attack, 
by  mounting  the  ftairs,  feizing  the  artillery, 
and  preventing  all  communication  between  the 
towers  :  Chriftoval  was  directed  to  afiault  the 
tower  in  which  Narvaez  lodged,  while  Cortes 
propofed  to  aid  both  attacks  as  occafion  fhould 
require. 

He  likewife  gave  orders,  that  as  foon  as  the 
attack  was  begun,  the  drums  fhould  beat,  and 
the  trumpets  found,  in  order  to  increafe  the  ter- 
ror and  confufion  of  the  enemy  •,  and  after  fa- 
ther de  Olmedo  had  given  them  his  benediction, 
and  the  moft  profound  filence  had  been  recom- 
mended to  them,  they  began  their  march  at  a 
very  flow  pace,  to  prevent  their  being  fatigued 
before  the  action  begun,  and  that  the  enemy 
might  have  time  to  be  lulled  in  fecurity  and 
deep. 

Cortes  had  not  advanced  above  half  a  league, 
when  his  fcouts  returned  with  a  centinel  of  Nar- 
vaez, whom  they  had  taken,  though  his  com- 
panion efcaped  among  the  bufhes.  In  conle- 
quence  of  this  circumftance  the  officers  held  a 
fhort  confultation,  in  which  it  was  the  general 
opinion,  that  even  if  the  foldier  had  difcovered 
their  march,  he  would  not  go  directly  to  the 
town,  but  take  a  circuit  to  avoid  danger  ;  in 
which  cafe  if  they  haftened  their  march,  they 
would  probably  arrive  at  Zempoalla  as  foon  as 
he  •,  or  allowing  that  he  arrived  a  little  before 
them,  they  fhould  have  the  advantage  of  attack- 
ing the  enemy  on  their  firft  waking. 

They  therefore  haftened  forwards,  leaving 
their  baggage  and  other  incumbrances,  near  a 
little  brook  on  the  road  fide  :  but  notwithftand- 
ing their  expedition,  the  centinel  had  arrived  a 
few  minutes  before  them,  and  given  the  alarm, 
crying  aloud,  "  The  Enemy  is  upon  us."  He 
was  directly  taken  to  Narvaez,  who  flighted  his 
information,  judging  it  impofiible  that  Cortes 
fhould  think  of  attacking  him  with  fuch  a  fmall 
number  of  men,  or  even  march  in  fuch  a  dark 
and  tempeftuous  night, 

Cortes 
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Cortes  reached  Zempoalla  foon  after  mkl- 
blgtlt,  without  having  been  difcovered  by  the 
enemy's  cavalry  ;  lie  entered  the  town  and  came 
even  within  fight  of  the  temple,  without  meeting 
with  any  guards,  or  being  challenged  by  a  fin- 
<de  centinel,  at  the  very  inftant  when  the  foldier 
was  telling  Narvaez  that  he  had  feen  the  whole 
army  of  Cortes  upon  a  hafty  march.  Though 
that  felf-fufficient  officer  flighted  and  difcredited 
the  afiertion,  his  foldiers  took  to  their  arms, 
and  were  in  fome  meafure  prepared  for  their  de- 
fence. 

Cortes  feeing  that  he  Was  difcovered,  and 
that  he  had  not  a  moment  to  lofe,  gave  the 
fi'Tial  for  the  attack  ;  in  confequence  of  which 
Gonzalo  de  Sandoval  began  to  mount  the  ftairs, 
when  thofe  who  belonged  to  the  artillery  fired 
two  or  three  pieces,  the  noife  of  which  was  in- 
fbntly  fucceeded  by  the  found  of  drums  and 
trumpets,  and  the  cries  of  the  foldiers  who 
haftened  to  the  defence  of  the  ftairs; 

The  aclion  began  with  great  violence;  the  dif- 
pute  foon  came  to  fword  and  pike  ;  and  Sando- 
val was  hard  prefied  in  attempting  to  force  his 
way,  againft  the  diladvantage  of  the  ground, 
and  fuperior  numbers  of  the  enemy^  but  de  Oled 
foon  came  to  his  relief,  and  Cortes,  quitting  the 
rear,  threw  himfelf  into  the  hotteft  of  the  en- 
o-atrement  fword  in  hand,  with  fuch  impetuous 
relblution  that  nothing  could  withftand  him  :  fo 
that  the  enemy,  in  a  few  moments,  began  to 
give  ground,  and  foon  retreated  in  great  difor- 
der,  abandoning  the  porch  and  artillery;  Many 
fled  to  their  quarters,  while  others  haftened  to 
the  gate  of  the  principal  tower,  where  the  difpute 
being  renewed,  was  continued  with  great  ob- 
ftinacy  for  fome  time. 

Narvaez  now  put  on  his  armour,  and  exerted 
all  his  endeavours  to  rally  his  troops,  rufhing 
with  great  refolution  into  the  midft  of  the  battle, 
where  his  eye  being  thruft  out  with  a  pike,  he 
fell  to  the  ground,  faying,  "  I  am  a  dead  man." 
This  accident  compleated  the  confufion  of  his 
foldiers,  fome  of  whom  ran  away,  others  flood 
like  ftatues,  as  if  they  had  been  thunder-ftruck, 
;:nd  the  reft  continued  the  fight  in  fuch  diforder, 
that  they  were  eafily  routed,  and  their  general 
made  pnfoner. 

The  difpute  was  now  at  an  end,  for  the  ene- 
my fhut  themfelves  up  in  the  towers,  where  they 
remained  in  the  utmoft  confternation,  while  the 
followers  of  Cortes  increafed  their  fears,  by  pro- 
claiming the  victory  with  loud  acclamations. 

Their  terror  was  alio  not  a  little  augmented 
by  the  fight  of  a  great  number  of  lights  in  the 
country,  which  though  only  produced  from  a 
kind  of  glow-worms,  exhibited,  to  their  difor- 
dered  imaginations,  the  appearance  of  an  army 
of  arquebufiers  with  lighted  matches,  marching 
to  the  affiftance  of  Cortes. 

The  fhouts  of  the  people  being  at  length 
filenced,  Cortes  ordered  the  artillery  to  be  turned 
againft  the  towers  ;  a  pardon  to  be  proclaimed 
for  thofe  who  would  furrender  •,  advantageous 
conditions  to  thofe  who  would  engage  in  his  fer- 
vice,  and  a  free  paflage  to  thofe  who  chofe  ra- 
ther to  return  to  Cuba. 


This,  prudent  ftep  being  taken  during  the  firft 
impreffions  of  their  fear,  before  they  had  time 
to  reflect  on  the  weaknefs  of  his  army,  was  at- 
tended with  prodigious  fuccefs ;  for  no  fooner 
were  thefe  terms  propofed  at  the  three  towers,, 
than  both  officers  and  foldiers  came  to  furrender 
in  whole  companies  •,  and  were  kindly  received 
by  Cortes,  who  took  care  to  have  them  divided 
and  guarded,  till  day  light  fhould  enable  him  to 
difcover  who  they  were. 

He  now  went  to  vifit  Narvaez,  who  had  been 
committed  to  the  care  of  Sandavol,  and  whofe 
wound  was  already  dreffed  :  and  that  gentlemaa 
feeing  him  enter  the  arartment,  cried,  "Thank 
"  God,  captain  Cortes,  for  your  good  fortune 
"  in  making  me  your  prifoner.  "  Thanks  be 
"  to  God  for  all  things,  friend  Narvaez,"  re- 
plied Cortes,  "  but,  vanity  apart,  I  look  upon 
"  this  victory  and  your  imprifonment,  among 
"  the  leaft  confiderable  actions  that  have  been 
"  performed  in  this  country," 

Intelligence  being  now  brought  to  Cortes, 
that  one  of  the  towers,  commanded  by  Salva- 
tierra, and  Diego  Velafquez  the  younger,  made 
an  obftinate  defence,  he  ordered  two  pieces  of 
cannon  to  be  planted  againft  it,  and  at  the  firft 
difcharge  the  defendants  called  for  quarter,  leav- 
ing the  entrance  open  to  Juan  Velafquez  de 
Leon,  who  entering  with  a  fmall  party,  feized 
Salvatierra  and  Diego,  who  were  the  profeiTed 
enemies  of  Cortes. 

Thus  was  this  victory  obtained  with  the  lols 
of  four  men  ;  whereas  the  enemy  had  a  captain, 
an  enfign,  and  fifteen  private  men  killed  on  the 
fpot,  and  a  confiderable  number  wounded. 

Narvaez  and  Salvatierra  were  fent  to  Vera 
Cruz,  under  a  ftrong  guard,  and  young  Diego, 
remained  prifoner  with  Juan  de  Velafquez,  who, 
notwithftanding  their  former  quarrel,  treated 
him  with  the  utmofl  humanity.  At  day  break 
the  two  thoufand  Chinantlan's  arrived,  and  tho* 
they  came  too  late,  Cortes  was  glad  to  let  his 
prifoners  fee  that  he  did  not  want  friends. 

In  the  mean  time  the  vanquished  were  over- 
whelmed with  fhame,  when  they  law  the  fmall 
number  of  men  by  whom  they  had  been  de- 
feated :  they  curled  the  carelelhefs  and  infolencc 
of  Narvaez,  in  proportion  as  they  admired  the 
courage  and  character  of  their  conqueror.  A- 
mong  them  Cortes  had  many  friends,  who  defir- 
ing  to  be  enlifted  in  his  army,  their  example 
was  eagerly  followed  by  their  fellow  foldiers,  and 
not  a  fingle  man  exp relied  the  leaft  defire  of  re- 
turning to  Cuba. 

Thus  in  lefs  than  four  and  twenty  hours,  by 
his  extraordinary  conduct  and  bravery,  Cortex 
found  himfelf  at  the  head  of  above  a  thoufand 
Spaniards  •,  a  fleet  of  eleven  fhips  and  feven  bri- 
gantines  was  at  his  difpofal  •,  the  only  enemies 
he  could  have  any  fear  of  were  in  his  own  hands  ; 
the  laft  effort  of  Diego  de  Velafquez  was  totally 
fruftrated,  and  his  own  ftrength  was  reinforced 
fo  as  to  give  him  a  better  profpect  of  fuccefs  in 
the  profecution  of  his  former  fcheme. 

The  horfe  of  Narvaez  did  not  engage  in  the 
action,  but  made  their  efcape  into  the  country, 
and  being  united  into  2.  troop  of  forty,  pretend- 
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cd  to  ftand  upon  the  defenfive  ;  but  they  foon 
enlifted  with  Cortes,  after  the  example  of  their 
fellow  foldiers. 

Care  being   taken    of  the   wounded    men, 
Cortes  ordered    the   fails,    tackling   and    rud- 


ders of  all  the  vefiels  to  be  brought  alhore 
and  laid  up  at  Vera  Cruz  ;  the  pilots  and  mari- 
ners were  brought  to  Zempoalla,  and  proper 
perfons  were  appointed  to  take  care  of  the  hulls 
of  the  Ihips. 


CHAP. 


VII. 


Cortes  marches  to  Mexico  to  ajjijl  Aherado,  againjl  whom  the  people  of  that  city  had  taken  up 
arms  j  he  finds  the  people  in  a  violent  commotion  ;  his  troops  are  vigor oujly  attacked,  and  all 
offers  of  peace  rejected;  Motezuma  continues  faithful  to  Cortes,  but  is  Jlain  by  a  Jlone  while 
haranguing  the  Mexicans  to  lay  down  their  arms,  and  expires,  conjuring  Cortes  to  avenge  his 
fall ;  a  new  emperor  chofen  ;  the  war  carried  on  afrejh  ;  Cortes  efcapes  the  mojl  imminent 
danger,  and  every  where  defeats  the  Indians  ;  Cortes  retires  by  night  from  Mexico ;  is 
ajjaulted  in  his  retreat ;  lofes  many  of  his  men,  but  at  length  obtains  a  compleat  viclory  by 
feizing  the  royal Jlandard  of  Mexico. 


CORTES  now  made  proper  acknowledge- 
ments to  the  Chinantlans,  for  their  readi- 
nefs  to  have  ferved  him  •,  and  giving  them 
fome  prcfents,  difmifTed  them  :  and  during  the 
few  days  that  he  continued  in  quarters  of  refrefh- 
ment  at  Zempoalla,  he  was  vifited  by  the  caci- 
ques and  inhabitants  of  the  countries  and  vil- 
lages in  the  neighbourhood,  who  came  to  con- 
gratulate him  on  his  fuccefs,  make  frefh  offers 
of  their  friendfhip,  and  renew  their  proteftations 
of  obedience. 

Cortes  however,  notwithstanding  his  great 
fuccefs,  could  not  be  eafy  when  he  reflected  on 
the  fituation  of  Pedro  de  Alverado,  whom  he 
knew  to  be  furrounded  with  enemies,  and  at  the 
mercy  of  a  prince  who  might  be  induced  to  de- 
flroy  him  and  his  few  troops  for  the  welfare  of 
the  empire  :  he  therefore  determined  to  return 
immediately  to  Mexico ;  but  that  neither  the 
emperor  nor  his  fubjects  might  be  uneafy  at 
feeing  him  return  with  fuch  a  confiderable  force, 
he  propofed  to  divide  his  army,  and  employ  part 
of  his  troops  on  other  expeditions. 

But  while  he  was  directing  his 
tains  to  take  different  routs,  he  was  under  a  ne- 
neffity  of  changing  his  meafures,  in  confequence 
of  a  letter  from  Alverado,  who  wrote  him  word, 
that  in  fpite  of  the  emperor,  who  had  never  once 
attempted  to  leave  his  quarters,  the  Mexicans 
having  had  recourfe  to  arms,  had  renewed  their 
attacks  with  fuch  obftinacy,  that  he  and  his  men 
fhould  be  certainly  deftroyed  unlefs  they  were 
immediately  fuccoured.  An  ambafiador  from 
Motezuma  came  with  the  foldier  who  brought 
this  letter,  defiring  Cortes,  in  the  emperor's 
name,  to  return  immediately,  and  declaring  that 
his  majefty  would  abide  by  Alverado  at  the 
hazard  of  his  life. 

Hereupon  Cortes  aflembled  his  officers,  who 
were  unanimoufly  of  opinion  that  no  time  was  to 
be  loft.  Rodrigo  Rangel,  a  man  of  tried  fide- 
lity, was  appointed  deputy  governor  of  Vera 
Cruz  ■,  a  garrifon  was  alio  left  at  Zempoalla,  and 
aftee  thele  deductions,  the  army  confifted  of  one 
thoufand  foot,  and  a  hundred  horfe. 

Before  his  departure  Cortes  lent  an  anfwer  to 


,  different  cap- 


Alverado,  and  another  to  Motezuma,  inform- 
ing them  of  the  victory  he  had  obtained,  and 
affuring  them  he  would  come  to  their  afhftance 
immediately.  He  then  began  his  march,  the 
army  taking  different  routs,  that  they  might  be 
the  more  eafily  fupplied  with  provifions  ;  and 
they  rendezvoufed  near  Tlafcala,  after  having 
fuftained  confiderable  fatigue.  The  Tlafcalans 
confirmed  the  account  of  Alverado's  fituation, 
and  endeavoured  to  incenfe  Cortes  againft  the 
Mexicans,  offering  to  affemble  all  the  troops  of 
the  republic  for  his  fervice  j  but  he  chofe  to  ac- 
cept of  a  body  of  only  two  thoufand  men. 

He  now  proceeded  towards  Mexico,  where  he 
arrived  in  fafety,  having  palled  the  caufeway 
without  oppofition,  though  he  perceived  many 
marks  of  the  enmity  of  the  Mexicans.  His  two 
brigantines  were  ftaved  to  pieces,  and  half  burntj 
the  fuburbs  were  abandoned  :  the  bridges  by 
which  the  ftreets  communicated  were  broken 
down,  and  a  profound  filence  reigned  through 
the  city. 

In  confequence  of  thefe  fufpicious  fymptoms, 
the  cavalry  were  ordered  to  advance  and  recon- 
noitre, while  the  infantry  flackened  their  pace  ; 
but  the  Spaniards  who  had  been  left  in  the  city, 
difcovered  the  army,  raifed  a  great  ihout,  and 
difpelled  their  fears.  Pedro  de  Alverado  and 
his  people  came  to  the  gate,  and  received  them 
with  the  fincereft  joy,  and  Motezuma  went  as 
far  as  the  outer  court  to  meet  Cortes,  whom  he 
congratulated  in  terms  of  friendfhip  that  evinced 
his  fincerity. 

The  army  being  properly  difpofed  in  quar- 
ters, Cortes  retired  with  Alverado,  to  enquire 
into  the  caufe  of  that  fedition  among  the  Mexi- 
cans, by  which  he  had  been  fo  much  endanger- 
ed -,  when  that  officer  acquainted  him,  that  loon 
after  his  departure,  the  nobles  began  to  behave 
with  lefs  complaifance  than  ufual :  that  from 
the  information  of  a  trulty  fpy,  he  learnt  that 
fomething  extraordinary  was  going  forward,  for 
they  frequently  affembled  in  private  ;  that  he 
afterwards  underftood,  that  a  confpiracy  was 
hatched  againft  the  Spaniards,  and  their  defign 
was  to  affemble  the  inhabitants,  on  pretence  of 
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Celebrating  annual  dances,  called  Mitates ;  when 
the  nobles  were  to  harangue  the  people,  and 
proceed  immediately  to  the  Spanilb  quarters,  in 
order  to  extirpate  thofe  infolent  Itrangers,  who 
kept  their  emperor  in  prifon,  and  even  treated 
their  gods  with  contempt. 

Some  of  the  chief  perfons  concerned,  came, 
on  the  morning  before  the  day  appointed,  to 
afk  Alvcrado's  permiffion  to  celebrate  their  fcf- 
tival :  but  he  learnt  that  veiy  night,  that  they 
were  bufily  employed  in  concealing  a  quantity 
of  arms  in  houfes  near  the  temple  :  upon  which, 
having  now  no  farther  doubts,  he  determined 
to  anticipate  their  fcheme,  by  attacking  them 
before  they  had  time  to  take  arms,  or  raife  the 
people. 

ordingly  he  went  out  with  fifty  of  his 
men,  on  pretence  of  feeing  the  diverfion,  and 
finding  them  intoxicated  with  liquor,  he  attack- 
ed and  routed  them  without  oppofition  :  a  con- 
rable  number  being  killed  and  wounded  in 
r  Might  :  and  thefe  being  ftripped  of  their 
jewels  and  ornaments  by  the  Spaniards,  Alve- 
rado retired  without  acquainting  the  people  with 
the  motives  of  his  anger  ;  lb  that  they  imputed 
it  to  his  avarice  alone  :  and  feeing  the  nobility 
killed  and  ftripped,  they  inftantly  fled  to  their 
arms,  and  a  formidable  infurrection  enfued. 

They  had  made  fcveral  attacks  upon  the 
quarters  of  the  Spaniards,  and  having  been  fo 
fuccefsful  as  to  kill  three  or  four  of  them,  their 
courage  was  increafed  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  far 
from  tearing  Cortes  and  his  troops,  they  had  re- 
treated to  another  part  of  the  town,  and  left  the 
entrance  free,  that  the  Spaniards  being  united 
in:o  a  body,  they  might  at  once  furround  and 
deftroy  them. 

Alverado  was  much  blamed  by  Cortes,  for 
his  rafhneis  in  leaving  his  quarters,  and  hazard- 
ing the  lives  of  himlelf  and  his  people,  when 
the  city  was  in  fuch  commotion  •,  for  concealing 
his  firit  intelligence  from  Motezuma,  and  above 
all,  for  having  retired  without  acquainting  the 
populace  with  the  reafona  for  fo  violent  an  af- 
iault  :  and  Alverado  law  the  impropriety  of  his 
conduit  fo  clearly,  that  he  defired  to  be  impri- 
f  >ned,  with  a  view  to  appeafe  the  clamours  of 
the  people. 

As  the  Mexicans  made  no  attempt  that  night, 
and  the  fame  myfterious  fiience  prevailed  the 
next  morning,  Cortes  ordered  Diego  de  Ordaz, 
at  the  head  of  four  hundred  Spaniards  and  Tlaf- 
calan  fcldiers,  to  patrole  the  principal  ftreets, 
and,  if  poflible,  learn  their  deiigns.  Before  he 
had  proceeded  far,  he  difcovered  a  body  of  arm- 
ed men,  detached  on  purpofe  to  decoy  him  far- 
ther on  ;  and  having  advanced  a  confiderable 
way,  in  order  to  take  fome  prifoners,  he  was  all 
at  once  oppofed  by  a  prodigious  croud,  who  ad- 
vanced boldly  up  to  his  front,  while  another  ar- 
my, which  had  been  concealed  in  the  crofs-ftreets, 
attacked  him  in  the  rear,  and  all  the  terraces  and 
windows  on  each  fide  were  crouded  with  armed 
men,  who  (howered  upon  them  an  amazing  num- 
ber of  ftones,  darts  and  arrows. 

De  Ordaz,  finding  his  retreat  cut  off,  fo  that 
he  was  unable  to  apprize  Cortes  of  his  danger, 
ordered  the  rear  to  face  about,  and  fome  of  the 
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men  to  employ  their  pikes  and  fwords  below, 
while  the  fire-arms  were  levelled  againfl;  thofe 
above. 

The  heat  of  the  battle  was  foon  over; 
for  though  the  Mexicans  advanced  with  great 
refolution  and  fury,  they  made  their  attacks  in 
fuch  a  diforderly  and  tumultuous  manner,  that 
confufion  immediately  enfued,  and  they  foon  re- 
tired to  a  diftance,  where  they  could  neither  of- 
fend, nor  be  offended.  The  fire-arms  having 
foon  cleared  the  windows  and  terraces,  Diego 
thought  it  was  time  to  retreat ;  but  he  was  fo 
furrounded  as  to  be  obliged  to  cut  his  way, 
fword  in  hand  •,  and  before  he  reached  the  quar- 
ters, he  and  moft  of  his  people  were  wounded, 
and  feven  men  left  dead  upon  the  fpot. 

This  experiment  convinced  Cortes  that  it  was 
now  no  time  to  think  of  negociation,  and  he 
therefore  determined  to  fally  forth  with  the 
greater  part  of  his  forces,  in  order  to  compel 
them  to  fue  for  an  accommodation.  The 
Mexicans,  in  the  mean  time,  looking  upon  the 
retreat  of  Diego  de  Ordaz  as  a  flight,  followed 
him  with  unabating  fury,  till  the  artillery  from 
the  Spanifh  quarters  made  a  terrible  (laughter 
among  them  ;  in  confequence  of  which  they  fell 
back  5  but  halted  in  fight,  and  the  ftreets  were 
loon  filled  again  with  armed  men,  whole  drums 
and  fhells  founding  the  fignal  for  an  affault, 
they  advanced  again  with  the  utmoft  impetuo- 
fity.  Their  vanguard  was  compofed  of  archers 
to  clear  the  walls,  that  the  reft  of  the  army 
might  approach  ;  and  their  difcharges  were  fo 
thick  that  the  quarters  were  almoft  filled  with 
arrows  ;  and  the  Spaniards  were  foon  under  the 
neceffity  of  employing  a  number  of  hands  to  re- 
move them,  or  they  would  have  blocked  up 
the  way  to  the  ramparts. 

While  the  archers  were  thus  employed,  the 
reft  rufhed  forwards  to  the  very  gates,  not- 
withftanding  the  terrible  havock  made  amonglt 
them  by  the  cannon  and  fmall  arms  :  fome  at- 
temptecl  to  demolifh  the  gates  with  inftru- 
ments  edged  with  flint  ;  fome  leaped  upon 
the  (boulders  of  their  companions,  and  others 
made  ladders  of  their  lances  or  pikes,  in  or- 
der to  fcale  the  walls :  as  foon  as  one  com- 
pany were  wounded  and  fell,  others  fupplied 
their  places,  trampling  without  remorfe  upon 
the  bodies  of  their  friends  and  companions  : 
in  a  word,  they  fought  like  favage  beafts  of 
prey,  made  doubly  furious  by  famine  and  re- 
venge. 

At  length,  however,  they  were  repulfed,  and 
retired  to  the  crofs-ftreets  for  cover,  till  night 
came  on,  when  they  railed  another  terrible  alarm, 
by  (hooting  fire-arrows  into  the  quarters,  which 
lltang  fire  to  different  parts  of  the  building, 
produced  a  dreadful  conflagration  ;  fo  that  the 
Spaniards  were  obliged  to  break  down  walls, 
to  prevent  the  communication  of  the  flames, 
and  then  to  labour  the  greateft  part  of  the  night, 
in  order  to  repair  the  breaches  they  had  made, 
that  they  might  be  properly  defended  againfl; 
the  next  day. 

In  the  morning  the  enemy  appeared  at  a 
diftance,  afraid  of  advancing  within  cannon - 
(hot,   and,    with   many    reproaches,    provoked 
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the  Spaniards  to  come  forth  to  battle.  Cortes, 
having  determined  to  make  a  fally,  took  this 
opportunity  to  make  a  fhort  fpeech,  with  a 
view  to  inflame  the  minds  of  his  foldiers,  and 
finding  them  in  a  right  difpofition,  he  divided 
his  force  into  three  battalions,  two  of  which 
were  ordered  to  clear  the  crofs  ftreets,  while 
himfelf,  at  the  head  of  the  third,  fhould  take 
the  Iargeft  ftreets,  where  the  chief  body  of  the 
Mexicans  had  polled  themfelves. 

This  diipofuion  being  made,  they  fallied  out 
upon  the  Mexicans,  who  flood  the  firft  charge 
without  giving  ground,  and  even  fought  hand 
to  hand  with  clubs  and  two  handed  fwords, 
which  they  weilded  with  aftonilhing  fury  :  nor 
could  the  fire  arms,  which  were  levelled  at  the 
balconies  and  windows  put  a  flop  to  the  fhowers 
of  ftones  and  javelins,  which  fell  fo  thick  that 
it  became  necefikry  to  fet  fire  to  fome  houfes, 
in  order  to  intimidate  the  affailants.  At  length 
the  Mexicans  gave  way;  but  in  their  retreat 
they  broke  down  the  bridges  of  the  ftreets,  fo 
that  the  Spaniards  were  compelled  to  fill  up 
the  ditches,  before  they  could  profecute  the 
victory. 

While  Cortes  advanced  in  this  manner,  the 
two  other  battalions  charged  the  multitude  that 
pofTeiled  the  ftreets  on  the  fides,  and  thus  fe- 
cured  a  rcreat,  driving  the  enemy  in  a  body 
before  &k  .\  till  they  came  to  the  opening  of 
a  large  fquaie,  where  the  three  divifions  joined, 
and  the  Mexicans  ran  away  with  as  much  hafte 
as  they  had  at  firft  began  the  fight. 

Cortes  would  not  permit  his  men  to  follow 
them,  but  retired  without  oppofition,  having 
loft  ten  or  twelve  men  in  the  action,  while  the 
lofs  of  the  enemy  was  fo  great,  that  the  canals 
were  tinged  with  blood,  and  the  dead  bodies  lay 
in  prodigious  heaps. 

Cortes  now  allowed  three  days  for  the  cure 
of  the  wounded,  and  the  refrefhment  of  the 
troops,  during  which  lie  artfully  renewed  his 
overtures  of  peace,  by  means  of  fome  Mexicans, 
who  were  in  the  emperor's  fervice,  who  went 
out  with  divers  propofals  :  but  at  the  fame  time, 
the  general  continued  to  obferve  the  utmoft  vi- 
gilance and  precaution  ;  and  among  other  ex- 
pedients, contrived  four  towers  made  of  wood 
to  run  upon  wheels,  each  large  enough  to  hold 
twenty  or  thirty  men,  who  might  fight  under 
cover,  breaking  through  the  barricadoes  which 
were  raifed  in  the  principal  ftreets,  or  fet  fire 
to  the  houfes.  Thefe  machines  being  finifhed, 
he  made  a  fecond  fally,  with  the  major  part  of 
the  Spaniards,  the  whole  body  of  the  Tlafcalans, 
who  in  the  laft  battle  had  fought  gallantly,  a 
few  led  horfes  to  be  uied  occafionally,  the  wooden 
towers,  and  feveral  pieces  of  artillery. 

The  Mexicans,  who  had  increafed  their  army, 
which  was  now  commanded  by  the  principal 
nobles,  waited  for  them  in  profound  filence  •, 
but  no  fooner  had  the  Spaniards  begun  their 
march,  than  they  were  all  at  once  furprized 
with  the  hoarfe  and  difagreeable  found  of  their 
drums  and  fea-fhells,  and  the  fhouts  of  an  in- 
numerable multitude,  which  came  forward  with 
greater  regularity  than  ufual,  and  both  gave 
and  received  the  firft  charges  without  being  dif- 


ordered  :  and  when  they  were  obliged  to  give 
ground,  they  retired  at  leifure,  without  turn- 
ing their  backs,  and  at  every  canal  or  barricado, 
renewed  the  fight  with  fuch  refolution,  that 
the  artillery  alone  was  not  able  to  diflodge 
them. 

They  difcharged  their  arrows  and  lances  in  a 
regular  manner :  fome  of  them  fwam  up  and 
down  the  canals,  feeking  opportunities  to  wound 
the  Spaniards  with  long  pikes,  while  others 
threw  down  from  the  windows,  balconies  and 
terraces,  great  ftones  and  fragments  of  rocks, 
provided  for  that  purpofe,  by  which  the  moving 
towers  were  fhattered  to  pieces  in  a  fhort  time  : 
and  in  a  word,  they  fought  with  fuch  courage  and 
regularity  as  plainly  denoted  that  the  whole  was 
conducted  by  a  regular  commander. 

This  battle  continued  for  the  greater  part 
of  the  day,  during  which  the  city  was  greatly 
damaged  by  the  burning  of  houfes  •,  and  the 
lofs  of  lives  on  the  part  of  the  Mexicans  was 
very  confiderable.  The  Spaniards  and  their 
confederates  met  with  great  oppofition,  and 
were  obliged  to  difpute  the  ground  by  inches, 
fo  that  night  advanced  before  Cortes  could  make 
much  progrefs  ;  and  as  he  could  by  no  means 
maintain  the  pofts  he  had  gained,  he  retired  to 
his  quarters  with  the  lofs  of  forty  men,  chiefly 
Tlafcalans  :  though  he  himfelf  was  fhot  v/ith  an 
arrow  in  the  left  hand,  and  fifty  Spaniards  were 
very  much  wounded. 

Cortes  now  began  to  confider  that  notwith- 
ftanding  his  fuperiority  to  the  Mexicans  in  mili- 
tary (kill,  his  numbers  mult  infenfibly  diminifti 
in  a  feries  of  fuch  victories  ;  and  that  they  might 
eafily  ftarve  him  in  his  quarters,  if  they  fhould 
combine  in  a  general  revolt  againft  Motezuma : 
nor  was  the  emperor  under  lefs  anxiety  :  he  had, 
from  the  higheft  turret  of  the  palace,  obferved 
the  battle,  in  which  he  could  eafily  diftinguifh 
the  cacique  of  Iztapalapa,  and  others  of  the  no- 
bility, who  might  form  pretentions  to  the  em- 
pire. He  dreaded  the  lols  of  his  authority,  and 
being  convinced  that  he  could  never  expe<5t  to 
recover  the  obedience  of  his  fubjects,  as  long  as 
the  Spaniards  fhould  remain  in  Mexico,  he  lent, 
for  Cortes  in  the  morning,  and  telling  him  his 
fentiments,  conjured  him  to  quit  the  city,  that 
he  might  return  to  his  own  palace,  refume  the 
reigns  of  government,  and  bring  his  people  once 
more  to  their  duty. 

Cortes,  making  a  virtue  of  necefllty,  affented 
to  the  propofal,  refolving  to  retire  for  the  pre- 
fent,  that  he  might  be  at  leifure  to  form  a  new 
plan,  and  execute  it  with  greater  appearance  of  fuc- 
cefs :  but  while  he  was  talking  with  the  emperor, 
he  received  information  that  the  enemy  was  ad- 
vancing with  great  fury,  to  make  a  general  at- 
tack upon  the  quarters.  They  rufhed  forwards 
v/ith  fuch  violence,  that  notwithftanding  the  de- 
ftruchon  that  was  made  among  them  by  the  ar- 
tillery and  fmall  arms,  fome  of  them  got  over 
the  walls,  fo  that  Cortes  was  obliged  to  form  a 
body  of  referve,  in  the  principal  court,  from 
which  he  fent  frequent  detachments,  to  affift  and 
fupport  thofe  who  were  hard  preffed  or  tired 
with  fighting. 

While  things  were  in  this  fkuation,  the  em- 
peror 
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peror  propofed  to  fhow  himfelf  to  the  people 
from  the  wall,  that  he  might  command  the  po- 
pulace to  retire,  and  order  the  nobility  to  come 
into  his  prefence  unarmed,  that  he  might  en- 
quire into,  and  redrefs  their  grievances. 

Cortes,  hoping  that  the  emperor's  prefence 
would  at  lead  give  the  Spaniards  fome  refpitc 
from  their  fatigue,  approved  the  propofal,  and 
the  emperor  inftantly  covered  himfelf  with  the 
enfigns  of  royalty,  the  crown,  mantle  and  jewels, 
which  were  only  worn  on  the  moll  folemn  occa- 
fions,  and  afcended  the  terrace  fronting  the  great 
avenue,  attended  by  fuch  of  the  chief  Mexicans 
as  ftill  continued  in  his  fervice  ;  one  ox  whom 
advancing  to  the  rails,  called  out  with  a  loud 
voice,  that  the  great  Motezuma  had  condefcend- 
ed  to  come  forth,  to  hear  and  redrefs  their  grieve- 
ances.  At  the  mention  of  the  emperor's  name, 
the  outcries  of  the  people  inftantly  ceafed,  and 
they  ftocd  motionlefs  and  filent,  as  if  impelled 
by  the  force  of  fomething  fupernatural ;  and 
when  he  appeared,  the  whole  multitude  hum- 
bled themfelves  to  the  earth. 

The  emperor  looking  around  him  with  an  air 
of  majefty,  and  diftinguiihing  the  nobles  in  the 
croud,  called  them  by  their  names  relpeclively, 
and  defired  them  to  come  forwards  :  he  then 
called  them  his  friends  and  kinfmen,  thanked 
them  for  the  zeal  and  affection  they  had  fhewn 
for  his  perfon  and  fervice,  and  then  made  a  Ihort 
harangue  to  the  people,  reprefenting  that  they 
were  actuated  by  a  principle  of  miltaken  loyalty  ■, 
that  his  refiding  among  the  Spaniards  was  not 
the  effect  of  compulfion  -,  that  he  was  now  re- 
folved  to  difmils  the  ftrangers,  and  therefore 
expected  that  his  fubjects  would  lay  down  their 
arms,  in  which  cafe  he  would  freely  pardon  their 
former  outrage. 

This  condefcenfion  in  a  prince  whom  they  had 
been   accuftoned  to  obey  with  fear  and  trem- 
bling, made  fuch  an  impreffion  upon  the  hearers, 
that  many  of  them  wept  to   fee  the  emperor  fo 
humbled,  and  the  reft  hung  their  heads  in  filence 
and  fufpence  :  but  thefe  favourable  appearances 
were  foon  changed,  by  the  murmurs  of  fome  of  the 
emiflfaries  belonging  to  a  cacique  who  hoped  to 
fucceed  Motezuma  :  they  upbraided  this  unhap- 
py prince  with  being  a  coward,  a  prifoner,  and  a 
Have,  and  railed  fuch  a  clamour  among  the  peo- 
ple, that  their  compaffion  was  turned  into  rage  •, 
they  curfed  and  reviled  him  in  the  moft  oppro- 
brious terms ;  his  motions  with  the  head  and 
hand  were  now  difregarded  ;  his  efforts  to  fpeak 
were  rendered  ineffectual  by  their  repeated  fhouts, 
and  at  length  they  let  fly  a  fhower  of  arrows  a- 
gainft  him. 

Two  foldiers  who  where  placed  near  him,  en- 
deavoured to  cover  him  with  their  bucklers,  but 
notwithstanding  their  utmoft  efforts,  he  was 
wounded  in  feveral  places,  and  received  on  one 
of  his  temples,  a  violent  blow  with  a  ftone,  which 
brought  him  to  the  ground. 

Cortes,  ordered  him  to  be  carried  to  his  apart- 
ment, and  yeilding  to  the  firft  tranfports  of  his 
pallion,  refolved  to  flay  and  revenge  himfelf  on 
the  authors  of  this  misfortune  j  but  he  could 
then  find  no  enemy  to  contend  with,  for  no 
fooner  did  the  emperor  fall,  than  the  Mexicans, 


flruck  with  horror  at  the  fight,  fled  with  the  ut- 
moft precipitation. 

Motezuma  no  fooner  recovered  his  lenles,  than 
he  felt  the  keeneft  pangs  of  defpair  •,  he  became 
frantic  with  rage,  and  imprecated  the  moft 
dreadful  curfes  on  his  rebellous  vafials  :  he  lent 
a  deaf  ear  to  the  remonftrances  and  confolations 
of  Cortes;  who  endeavoured  in  vain  to  give  him 
comfort.  His  wounds  were  no  fooner  dreffed 
than  he  tore  off  the  bandages  and  plaifters, 
and  even  attempted  to  put  an  end  to  his  life,  fo 
that  it  was  neceiTary  to  rellram  him  by  force  ;  on 
which  he  ablblutely  refufed  to  take  any  manner 
of  fuftenance.  The  wound  in  his  head  was  in 
itfelf  very  dangerous,  but  the  violent  agitation 
of  his  mind  and  body  foon  rendered  it  mortal. 

Cortes,  perceiving  the  emperor's  end  approach- 
ing, conjured  him  to  renounce  his  idolatry,  and 
embrace  the  catholic  religion  •,  while  father  Bar- 
thoiome  de  Olmedo  and  Marina  joined  to  advife 
him  to  the  fame  purpole  ;  but  all  their  endea- 
vours were  fruitlefs  ;  he  continued  firm  in  his 
own  religion,  and  expired  in  a  delirurn  of  pallion, 
having  conjured  the  general  to  revenge  his 
death. 

The  unhappy  fate  of  Motezuma,  overwhelm- 
ed Cortes  with  grief  and  concern  :  he  had  a 
fincere  affection  for  that  prince,  and  his  whole 
profpect  of  fuccefs  had  centered  in  his  voluntary 
fubmiflion  to  the  King  of  Spain  •,  fo  that  he  was 
now  under  the  neceflity  of  forming  a  new  plan, 
and  giving  up  all  the  advantages  he  enjoyed  by 
his  influence  at  the  court  of  Mexico. 

Thus  fltuated,  his  firft  flep  was  to  appoint  fix 
of  Motezuma's  principal  attendants,    fome   of 
whom  were  priefts,  to  carry  out  his  body  to  the 
rebels,  and  to  tell  the  princes  who  headed  them, 
that  he  had  fent  them  the  corpfe  of  their  late 
fovereign,  whom  they  themfelves  had  murdered  -, 
and  who,  before  his  death,  had  conjured  him  in 
the  moft  earneft  manner,  to  revenge  his  wrongs, 
and  punifh  them  for  their  horrid  rebellion  :  but 
as  he  fuppofed  the  infurrection  was  owing  to  the 
fury  of  the  populace,  and  was  not  agreeable  to 
the  nobles,  he  once  more  propofed  peace,  and 
defired  them  to  fend  deputies,  with  whom   he 
would  agree  on  any  reafbnable  conditions  :  but 
that  if  they  fliould  now  flight  his  propofal,  he 
would  treat  them  as  the  worft  of  rebels,  and  as 
his  refpect  to  Motezuma  could  no  longer  mode- 
rate his  relentment,  he  would  lay  wafte  their  city, 
and  deftroy  them  with  fire  and  fword. 

At  a  little  diftance  from  the  quarters,  the 
bearers  of  the  dead  body  were  met  by  a  number 
of  the  inhabitants,  who  threw  down  their  arms 
and  followed  their  deceafed  prince  with  the  ut- 
moft refpect  and  reverence. 

All  the  polls  were  abandoned,  the  city  was 
filled  with  cries  and  lamentations,  and  though 
they  had  already  elected  another  emperor,  they 
teftified  their  repentance  by  the  moft  violent  ex- 
prefiions  of  forrow,  repeating  the  name  of  Mote- 
zuma, and  running  up  and  down  the  ftreets  in  a 
clamorous  maimer  till  the  next  morning,  when 
they  conveyed  the  body  to  the  mountain  of  Cha- 
pultepeque,  where  the  funeral  obfequies  wers 
performed  in  the  moft  folemn  manner. 

Thus  fell  Motezuma,  after  a  reign  of  feven- 
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teen  years,  the  moft  powerful  emperor  that  ever 
fat  upon  the  throne  of  Mexico  :  he  was  the  fecond 
of  his  name,  and  the  eleventh  in  the  number  of 
emperors.  He  left  four  fons  and  three  daugh- 
ters :  two  of  the  former,  who  lived  with  their 
father  in  his  confinement,  were  killed  by  the 
Mexicans  in  the  retreat  of  Cortes  :  the  women, 
embraced  the  catholic  religion,  and  were  marri- 
ed to  Spaniards  :  but  the  moft  illuftrious  of  all 
his  defcendants  was  one  of  his  fons,  whQ  was 
baptized  by  the  name  cf  Pedro  de  Motezuma, 
and  received  many  favours  from  his  Catholic 
Majefty,  who  created  him  count  of  Motezuma, 
and  gave  him  confiderable  poffeffions  in  New 
Spain,  which  are  ftill  enjoyed  by  his  pofterity. 

While  Motezuma  lay  ill  of  his  wounds  the  Mexi- 
cans made  no  attempts  upon  the  Spanifh  quar- 
ters ;  which  Cortes  imagined  to  proceed  from 
the  confeioufnefs  of  the  crime  they  had  commit- 
ted :  but  in  fact  it  was  occafioned  by  the  nobi- 
lity beincr  wholly  engaged  in  the  inauguration  of 
Quilavaca  cacique  of  Iztapalapa,  whom  they 
advanced  to  the  throne. 

Inftead  of  regarding  the  propofal  made  by  the 
fervants  of  Motezuma,  the  Mexicans  returned  to 
the  war  with  greater  refolution  than  ever.  By 
break  of  day  on  the  morning  after  the  funeral  of 
Motezuma,  the  ftreets  were  filled  with  armed 
men,  and  they  had  placed  a  ftrong  garrifon  in 
the  towers  of  a  temple  which  overlooked  and 
commanded  part  of  the  Spanifli  quarters. 

Cortes  refolved  at  all  events  to  cany  this  im- 
portant poft,  which  was  defended  by  five  hundred 
chofen  men  of  the  nobility  -,  and  therefore  drew 
the  greateft  part  of  his  ftrength  without  the  wall, 
and  having  formed  a  number  of  battalions,  fuf- 
ficient  to  prevent  all  communication  between 
thofe  who  were  in  the  towers,  and  the  reft  of 
the  Mexicans,  he  ordered  captain  Efcobar,  with 
a  hundred  Spaniards  befide  his  own  company,  to 
attack  the  temple,  which  was  difficult  of  accefs. 
This  officer  reached  the  lower  porch  without  op- 
pofition,  but  in  an  inftant  the  defendants  from 
the  upper  porch  made  fuch  a  terrible  difcharge 
of  large  ftones,  lances,  arrows,  and  half-burnt 
beams  of  timber,  provided  for  the  purpofe,  that 
the  afTailants  were  thrown  into  diforder,  and 
after  having  returned  three  times  to  the  attack, 
were  obliged  to  retire  in  confufion. 

Cortes,  who  was  employed  with  a  troop  of 
horfe  in  giving  his  affiftance  where  it  was  moft 
wanted,  no  fooner  perceived  the  defeat  of  Efco- 
bar,  than  he  flew  to  the  place,  and  quitting  his 
boric,  caufed  a  fhiel ,1  to  be  faftened  to  his  wound- 
ed arm,  and  drawing  his  fword,  advanced  to  the 
ftairs  with  fuch  intrepid  refolution,  as  inipired 
his  followers  with  ambition  to  follow  his  gallant 
example. 

The  action  was  inftantly  renewed  with  the 
utmoft  vigour.  The  defendants  fought  hand  to 
hand  like  men  determined  to  die  rather  than  fur- 
render.  The  very  priefts  fell,  fighting  valiantly, 
and  exhorting  the  people  to  defend  their  gods. 
And  though  the  valour  of  Cortes  and  his  people 
was  irreiiliible,  the  Mexicans  to  a  man  iuffered 
themfelves  to  be  cut  in  pieces,  before  the  Spa- 
niards could  obtain  poffeffion  of  the  poft,  which 


was  at  length  effected  with  the  lofs  of  one  Spanifb 
foldier  and  feveral  wounded. 

In  the  heat  of  this  engagement,  two  Mexicans, 
who  had  refolved  to  facrifice  their  lives  to  the 
fervice  of  their  country,  feeing  Cortes  upon  a 
tower,  threw  down  their  arms,  and  advancing 
to  him  like  fupplicants,  {looped  down,  aod 
catching  him  in  their  arms,  endeavoured  to  throw 
him  over  the  rails  ;  but  not  being  able  to  ac- 
complish their  defign,  as  he  difengaged  himfelf 
with  fome  difficulty,  they  threw  themfelves  head- 
long from  the  tower,  and  their  brains  w7ere 
dafhed  out  againft  the  pavement. 

The  general  finding  a  confiderable  quantity 
of  provifions  in  this  temple,  ordered  it  to  be 
conveyed  to  the  quarters  ;  after  which  he  com- 
manded theTlafcalans  to  fet  fire  to  the  building 
and  feveral"  other  houfes,  fo  that  the  artillery 
might  command  the  whole  eminence. 

He  then  took  a  view  of  the  engagement  be- 
low, and  feeing  that  the  Spaniards  were  very 
warmly  charged  in  the  principal  ftreet,  which 
they  defended  with  great  difficulty,  he  inftantly 
mounted  his  horfe,  and  haftened  to  their  affift- 
ance, having  ordered  Efcobar  and  his  people  to 
follow  with  all  poffible  expedition. 

He  now  attacked  the  multitude  at  the  head 
of  his  cavalry,  wounding,  killing  or  trampling 
under  foot  all  that  flood  in  his  way  :  but  impel- 
led by  the  violence  of  his  own  courage,  he  ruined 
into  the  croud  fo  far  before  the  reft  of  his  troops, 
that  liis  retreat  was  cut  off  :  whereupon  he  rode 
into  another  ftreet,  where  he  expected  to  meet 
withlefs  refiftance-,  but  he  there  fell  in  with  a  bo- 
dy of  Mexicans,  who  had  taken  Andres  de  Ducro 
prifoner,  and  were  conveying  him  alive  as  a  fa- 
crifice  to  their  gods. 

Cortes  inftantly  charged  them  with  fuch  fury, 
as  to  diforder  the  whole  body,  while  Duero  took 
this  opportunity  of  their  confufion  to  draw  a 
poignard  which  they  had  overlooked  when  they 
thought  they  had  difarmed  him,  and  difengaged 
himfelf  by  the  death  of  thofe  who  held  him  : 
then  recovering  his  horfe  and  lane;,  the  two  friends 
broke  through  all  oppofition,  and  effected  a 
moft  aftonifliing  retreat. 

The  Mexicans  now  retired  on  all  fides  with 
precipitation,  and  Cortes  withdrew  his  men  into 
the  quarters,  after  having  made  dreadful  ha- 
vock  among  the  enemy,  and  burnt  a  great  part 
of  the  city  ;  and  what  contributed  to  render 
this  victory  the  more  extraordinary,  was,  that 
the  Spaniards  loft  only  a  fingle  man  during  the 
whole  day. 

The  next  day  the  Mexicans  demanded  a 
parley,  which  Cortes  having  granted,  fome  of  the 
nobles  approached? the  walls,  and  propofed,  in 
the  name  of  the  new  emperor,  that  the  Spaniards 
fhould  immediately  march  down  to  the  fea  fide, 
and  quit  the  country ;  on  which  condition  all 
hoftilities  fhould  immediately  ceafe  :  but  if  this 
propofal  fhould  be  rejected,  every  foul  of  them 
muft  expect  to  perifh  •,  for  the  Mexicans  being 
now  convinced  by  experience  that  the  Spaniard* 
were  mortal,  were  refolved  to  continue  their  at- 
tacks ;  and  they  faid,  that  if  the  death  of  every 
chriftian    fhould    coft   them    twenty     thoufand 
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lives,    they  fhould  have  a  diffident   number  left 
to  rejoice  at  their  luccefs. 

In  anfwer  hereto  Cortes  faid,  that  the  Spa- 
niards never  pretended  to  be  immortal  ;  though 
they  were  io  much  luperior  to  the  Mexicans  in 
courage  and  (kill,  that  with  his  handful  of  men, 
he  durft  undertake  the  deftrudion  of  their  whole 
empire  :  but  being  affected  with  the  calamities 
they  had  already  fullered  through  their  own  ob- 
ftinacy  •,  and  as  his  bufinels  was  at  an  end  by  the 
death  of  Motezuma,  he  was  determined  to  de- 
part ;  and  only  waited  until  the  necefiary  pre- 
parations for  his  march  could  be  made,  and 
feme  articles  agreed  upon,  for  the  mutual  ad- 
vantage and  fatisfadion  of  both  parties. 

The  deputies  itemed  to  be  pleafed  with  this 
anfwer,  though  their  overtures  had  been  intend- 
ed for  a  very  different  purpofe.  It  had  been  a- 
greed  in  council,  by  the  new  emperor  and  his 
people,  that  inftead  of  expofing  tjiemfelves  to 
fuch  dreadful  (laughter  as  they  had  always  dif- 
fered from  the  artillery  and  tire  arms,  they 
ihould  rather  amufe  the  Spaniards  with  negocia- 
tions,  till  they  were  weakened  and  difpirited  by 
hunger,  when  they  could  attack  them  with 
greater  chance  of  luccefs. 

They  knew  that  the  three  fons  of  Motezuma, 
and  other  pcrfons  of  didindion  were  ftill  in  the 
Spanifh  quarters  ;  but  thefe  they  readily  devoted 
as  facrifices  to  their  country's  welfare,  except 
the  chief  prieft,  whom  they  refolved  to  deliver 
ifpoffible,  efteeming  him  the  fecend  perfon  in 
the  empire. 

The  nobles  therefore  returned  the  fame  even- 
ing, to  propofe  that  fome  of  the  Mexican  pri- 
foners  might  be  fent  to  the  emperor  with  indruc- 
tions,  that  they  might  clearly  underdand  each 
other  ;  and  artfully  hinted  that  no  perfon  was 
fo  fit  for  that  purpofe  as  a  certain  antient  prieft, 
who  being  a  man  of  fuperior  abilities,  would  be 
able  to  obviate  any  doubts  or  difficulties  that 
might  arife. 

Cortes  imagined  he  faw  their  drift,  but  con- 
cealing his  fuipicion,  he  agreed  to  the  propofal, 
and  made  the  prieft  acquainted  with  his  de- 
mands, refpeding  the  neceffaries  he  fhould  want 
in  his  march  ;  being  determined,  if  he  fhould 
return,  to  mention  his  expectation  of  their  lay- 
ing down  their  arms  and  delivering  hoftages. 
But  they  had  no  defign  to  fend  him  back,  or  to 
come  to  any  friendly  terms  ;  on  the  contrary, 
the  centinels  difcovered  that  they  were  bufily 
employed  in  calling  up  trenches  and  works  to 
defend  the  pafTage  of  the  canals  ;  in  breaking 
down  the  bridges  of  the  principal  caufeway,  and 
cutting  of  all  communication  with  the  road  lead- 
ing to  Tlafcaia. 

Alarmed  at  this  intelligence,  Cortes  immedi- 
ately ordered  a  bridge  of  boards  to  be  made  for 
thofe  openings,  fo  light  as  to  be  carried  by  forty 
men,  and  yet  ftrong  enough  to  bear  the  weight 
of  the  artillery. 

While  the  people  were  employed  in  the  ftruc- 
ture  of  this  bridge,  Cortes  affembled  his  cap- 
tains, to  take  their  opinion,  whether  it  would  be 
moft  prudent  to  retreat  by  day  or  by  night  •,  for 
by  this  time  he  had  determined  to  retire  to 
Tlafcaia,  and  there  take  meafures  for  laying 
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feigc  to  Mexico.  The  greater  number  of  the 
officers  advifed  a  retreat  by  night,  on  account 
of  the  Mexican  fuperftition,  which  made  it  un- 
ufual  for  them  to  engage  an  enemy  after  fun-fet ; 
and  on  the  fuppofition  that,  trufting  to  the  ne- 
gociation,  they  had  made  no  preparation  for  at- 
tacking them  in  the  march  upon  the  caufeway, 
by  means  of  their  canoes,  which  they  could  not 
eafily  manage  in  the  dark. 

This  opinion  was  ftrenuoufly  oppofed  by  a 
good  number,  among  whom  was  Cortes,  who 
reprefented  the  inconvenience  and  danger  that 
would  attend  the  march  of  an  army  with  bag- 
gage, ami  all  other  impediment*,  in  the  obfeu- 
rity  of  a  tempeftuous  night  and  rainy  feafon, 
which  could  not  fail  to  retard  the  laying  of 
bridges.  He  likewife  demonftrated  how  little 
they  could  depend  upon  the  cudom  or  common 
maxims  of  the  Mexicans,  which  they  had  al- 
ready infringed,  by  letting  fire  to  the  quarters^ 
and  taking  poffeffion  of  the  temple  by  night  : 
and  he  expatiated  on  the  difgrace.  of  retreating 
with  the  appearance  of  flight,  by  which  they 
would  hazard  loofing  the  efteem  of  their  Indian 
confederates. 

The  queftion  in  difpute  being  put  to  the  vote, 
the  majority  of  the  officers  declared  for  the  firft 
propofal,  to  which  Cortes  affented,  and  it  was 
refolved  to  begin  their  march  that  very  night, 
that  the  enemy  might  have  as  little  time  as  pof- 
fible  to  form  obdrudions. 

The  carpenters  had  no  fooner  finifhed  the 
bridge,  which  was  to  be  removed  from  one  gap 
in  the  caufeway  to  another,  than  Cortes  dis- 
patched another  Mexican  deputy,  with  a  view 
to  amufe  the  enemy  with  farther  propofals  of 
peace,  while  he  made  the  proper  difpofitions  for 
his  retreat,  and  delivered  indrudions  to  his  cap- 
tains how  to  behave  on  all  emergencies.  His  van- 
guard confided  of  two  hundred  Spanifh  foldiers, 
with  the  choiceft  of  the  Tlafcalans,  and  twenty 
horfe,  under  the  command  of  Gonzalo  de  San- 
doval,. Diego  de  Ordaz,  and  three  other  per- 
fons.  The  rear  guard,  compofed  of  a  greater 
number  of  horfe  and  foot,  was  conducted  by 
Pedro  de  Alverado,  Juan  Velafquez  de  Leon, 
and  others  ;  and  the  prifoners,  artillery,  and 
baggage,  with  the  main  body  of  the  army,  wers 
to  be  in  the  centre. 

This  order  being  formed,  he  caufed  the  trea- 
fure  to  be  brought  into  his  apartment,  and  de- 
ducting one  fifth  for  the  king,  in  thofe  things 
which  were  moft  portable,  he  delivered  it  to  the 
commiffary,  together  with  a  mare  of  his  own, 
and  fome  wounded  horfes  for  the  carriags.  The 
remainder,  amounting  in  value  to  upwards  of  fe- 
ven  hundred  thoufand  pieces  of  eight,  hepropofed 
to  leave  behind  as  a  dangerous  incumbrance  •,  but 
the  foldiers  being  unwilling  to  loofe  their  fliare 
of  fuch  a  booty,  he  gave  them  permiffion  to 
take  what  they  could  conveniently  carry,  in  con- 
fequence  of  which,  fome  of  the  moft  avaritious, 
particularly  thofe  who  had  come  with  Narvaez, 
loaded  themfelves  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  they 
daggered  under  their  burdens. 

Thefe  previous  fteps  being  taken,  Cortes  en- 
couraged the  foldiers  in  a  fhort  fpeech,  ear- 
neftly  recommending    vigilance   and    caution, 
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and  they  began  their  march  about  midnight, 
with  great  filence  and  circumfpection  ;  being 
favoured  by  the  darknefs  of  the  night  and  the 
wetnefs  of  the  weather.  The  bridge,  which 
was  carried  in  the  front,  was  laid  over  the  firft 
canal,  before  they  met  with  the  lead  oppofi- 
tion  ;  but  the  weight  of  the  horfes  and  artillery 
jammed  it  fo  fall  among  the  ftones  on  each  fide, 
that  they  found  it  impoffible  to  remove  it,  nor 
indeed  had  they  much  time  for  the  attempt : 
for  even  before  the  army  had  paffed  the  firft 
breach  of  the  caufeway,  they  were  fuddenly  af- 
iaulted  on  all  fides,  and  obliged  to  take  to  their 
arms  in  the  utmoft  hafte  ;  for  the  enemy  hav- 
ing obferved  their  motions,  had  affembled  their 
canoe;,  and  troops  with  fuch  diligence  and 
filence  as  to  cover  the  lake  on  each  fide  of  the 
caufeway. 

The  Mexicans  began  the  attack  with  great 
regularity  before  they  were  obferved,  and  had 
they  maintained  the  fame  good  order  through- 
out the  engagement,  Cortes  and  all  his  people 
muft  have  been  deftroyed  :  but  they  foon  re- 
lapfed  to  their  old  way  of  charging  in  confu- 
fion,  by  which  means  many  of  the  canoes  ran 
foul  of  each  other,  and  were  mattered  to  pieces  ; 
and  the  Spaniards  made  a  dreadful  Daughter 
among  the  diforderly  multitude,  till  their  arms 
were  wearied  with  the  work  of  death. 

They  were  alfo  attacked  in  front  by  a  vaft 
number,  who,  impatient  of  inaction,  had  thrown 
themfelves  into  the  lake,  and  clambered  up  the 
caufeway  with  a  view  to  difpute  the  paflage  : 
but  they  crouded  in  fuch  numbers,  that  they 
were  unable  to  ufe  their  weapons,  and  the 
{laughter  was  fo  great  as  to  form  a  bank  of 
dead  bodies,  on  which  the  Spaniards  could 
pafs  in  the  lake.  This  is  the  account  given 
by  fome  authors,  while  others,  with  more 
probability,  fay,  that  the  enemy  had  left  a  beam 
of  the  fecond  bridge,  over  which  the  foldiers 
walked  in  files,  leading  their  horfes  through  the 
water  by  their  bridles  •,  and  that  the  vanguard, 
continued  their  march  with  little  inconveni- 
ence from  the  laft  canal,  which  was  fordable. 

As  foon  as  Cortes  reached  the  fhore  he  di- 
rected the  men  to  be  formed  as  faft  as  they  ar- 
rived, while  himfelf,  with  fome  of  his  cap- 
tains, returned  to  the  caufeway,  and  entering 
into  the  engagement,  animated  the  men  by  his 
prefence  and  example.  He  lined  each  fide  of 
the  caufeway  with  foldiers,  who  were  to  repel 
the  enemy,  while  the  reft  marched  between 
them  in  the  centre ;  and  ordered  the  artillery  to 
be  thrown  into  thewater,  to  facilitate  the  march  ; 
but  in  fpite  of  all  his  vigilance,  part  of  the  rear- 
guard was  cut  in  pieces,  the  bridge  having 
been  deftroyed  by  the  Mexicans  in  the  canoes, 
before  thefe  unfortunate  men  could  pafs  it, 
who  chiefly  confifted  of  fuch,  as,  having  been 
greedy  of  booty,  had  fo  loaded  themfetves  as 
to  be  unable  to  ad  for  their  own  perfervation. 

However  their  cries  and  groans  pierced  to 
the  foul  of  Cortes,  who  was  utterly  incapable 
of  affording  theln  the  leaft  relief;  and  while 
he  retreated  with  his  people,  in  the  utmoft  per- 
turbation of  mind,  through  the  fecond  divificn 
of  the  caufeway,    he  was  joined  by  Pedro  de 


Alverado,  who  owed  his  life  to  a  moft  aftonilh- 
ing  effort  of  agility. 

Finding  himfelf  attacked  on  every  fide,  his 
horfe  killed  under  him,  and  one  of  the  canals 
in  his  way,  he  pitched  his  fpear  in  the  breach, 
and  making  a  violent  effort,  raifed  his  body 
with  a  fpring,  and  leaped  from  one  fide  to  the 
other  -,  the  diftance  being  fo  prodigious,  that  he 
himfelf,  when  he  afterwards  furveyed  the  place, 
was  confounded  at  what  he  had  done  ;  and  that 
particular  opening  is  ftill  called  by  the  name  of 
"  Alverado's  Leap." 

By  day  break  the  army  having  pafied  over 
the  lake,  halted  near  Tacuba,  that  thofe  who 
had  efcaped  from  the  battle  and  were  miffing, 
might  have  time  to  join  them  ;  and  this  precau- 
tion was  the  means  of  perferving  the  lives  of 
feveral  Spaniards  and  Tlafcalans,  who  having 
fwam  afhore,  had  hid  themfelves  in  fome  fields 
of  maize  till  the  morning. 

Thefe  brought  an  account  that  the  laft  di- 
vifion  of  the  rear-guard  was  entirely  cut  off-, 
and  the  troops  being  now  drawn  up,  their  lofs 
appeared  to  amount  to  two  hundred  Spaniards, 
above  a  thoufand  Tlafcalans,  forty  fix  horfes, 
and  all  the  Mexican  prifoners,  who  in  the  con- 
fufion  and  darknefs  of  the  night  had  been  treated 
as  enemies  by  their  own  countiymen. 

The  Spaniatds  were  extremely  dejected,  on  ' 
finding  their  number  thus  climinifhed,  their  ar- 
tillery loft,  and  themfelves  in  danger  of  being 
again  attacked  every  moment :  and  what  added 
greatly  to  their  unhappinefs,  was  the  lofs  of  fe  • 
veral  excellent  officers,  among  whom  was  Juan 
Velafquez  de  Leon,  who  brought  up  the  rear, 
and  fell,  oppreffed  by  multitudes,  after  per- 
forming feats  of  almoft  incredible  valour. 

Cortes  now  fat  down  upon  a  ftone  to  reft  him- 
felf, whilft  his  officers  were  engaged  in  review- 
ing the  men  :  and  notwithftanding  all  the  mag- 
nanimity of  his  mind,  the  weight  of  his  forrow 
impelled  the  trickling  tears  to  fteal  down  his 
cheek  :  but  he  quickly  fummoned  to  his  aid 
that  fortitude,  which  raifed  him  above  all  the 
viciffitudes  of  fortune  •,  and  comforted  himfelf 
by  reflecting,  that  Marina  and  Aguilar,  who 
had  been  the  chief  inftruments  of  the  conqueft, 
had  efcaped  fafe  from  the  dangers  of  the  battle. 
His  eyes  began  again  to  fparkle  with  vivacity, 
and  his  returning  fpirits  reanimated  his  droop- 
ing followers. 

If  the  Spaniards  had  been  attacked  before 
they  had  recovered  their  fpirits,  and  had  time  to 
refrefti  themfelves  after  the  battle,  they  muft,  in 
all  probability,  have  fallen  a  facrifice  to  the  fupe- 
rior  numbers  of  the  enemy :  but  an  event, 
which  was  in  other  refpects  unfortunate,  gave 
them  time  for  repofe,  and  thereby  preferved 
their  lives. 

We  have  already  faid  that  the  Mexican  pri- 
foners were  killed  by  the  enemy  ■,  and  in  the 
morning,  when  they  went  to  ftrip  the  dead,  they 
found  the  fons  of  Motezuma  among  thole  whom 
they  had  killed  with  their  arrows.  They  were 
amazed  and  confounded  at  this  fight :  the  troops 
were  feized  with  horror  and  diimay  ;  and  the 
news  of  this  event  being  carried  to  the  new  em- 
peror, he  ordered  the  bodies  of  thefe  unfortunate 
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be 


pnnces  tc  be    earned  to   the  burying- 
their  anceftors  ;  and  all  the  inhabitants 


as  one  of  the 
as  he  intended, 
to  have  availed 


-place  of 
accord- 
ing to  cullom,  attending  the  funeral,  afforded 
that  feafonable  refpite  to  the  Spaniards :  but 
Cortes  coniidered  their  death 
axeateft  lolies  h.e  had  luftaincd, 
in  the  conqueft  ot  the  country, 
himfelf  of  the  claim  which  the  eldeft  lbn  had  to 
the  government. 

Cortes,  in  the  mean  time,  fufpecting  that 
there  was  fome  defign  in  the  enemy's  delay,  di- 
rected his  march  towards  Tlalcala,  proceeding 
with  the  utmoft  circumfpection  ;  and  indeed  the 
Spaniards  had  not  advanced  far,  when  fome 
companies  of  armed  men  appeared  at  a  diftance 
;:.r1  followed  the  army.  Thefe  were  fome  of 
the  inhabitants  of  feveral  cities,  whom  the  Mexi- 
t  ins  had  directed  to  obferve  the  motions  of  the 
Spaniards,  2nd  hinder  their  march,  till  they 
thcmfelves  had  paid  the  laft  honours  to  the  fons 
of  Motezuma  :  and  in  fact,  it  was  not  long  be- 
fore the  main  body  of  the  Mexicans  appeared, 
and  joining  the  others,  attacked  the  Spaniards 
lb  furioully,  that  they  were  obliged  to  halt,  and 
face  about  in  their  own  defence. 

Cortes,  having  placed  his  fire-arms  and  crofs- 
bows  in  the  front,  ordered  the  horfe  to  advance 
and  charge  the  Indians,  among  whom  they  made 
a  great  (laughter  ;  but  the  number  of  the  enemy 
continually  increafing,the  Spaniards  were  wearied 
with  killing  them,  and  began  to  defpair  of  being 
able  to  repulfe  fuch  an  enormous  multitude, 
when  Cortes  oblsrving  an  edifice  with  turrets,  at 
the  top  of  an  eminence,  near  the  field  of  battle, 
determined  to  gain  that  poll,  which  with  great 
difficulty  he  effected.  It  was  a  temple  dedicated 
to  the  Sylvan  deities,  and  having  a  fpacious 
court,  encompaffed  with  a  wall,  on  which 
were  feveral  towers,  it  was  rendered  tolera- 
bly defenfible.  Here  the  Spaniards  found 
a  fhelter  from  the  great  danger  to  which  they 
had  been  expofed,  and  in  confequence  of  the 
fignal  relief  it  afforded  them,  they  afterwards 
built  a  hermitage  on  the  fpot,  which  is  to  this 
day  known  by  the  name  of  "  Nueftra  Sennora 
de  los  Remedios,"  or  "  Our  Lady  of  relief." 

The  enemy  came  within  mufket-fhot  of  the 
walls,  and  having  difcharged  an  innumerable 
quantity  of  arrows,  and  expreffed  their  hoftile 
intentions  by  fhouts  and  opprobrious  invectives, 
retired  in  the  evening  towards  Mexico  :  but  the 
Spaniards  from  the  tops  of  the  towers,  difco- 
vered  that  they  halted  in  the  plain,  where  they 
divided  into  feveral  bodies,  with  a  view  to  con- 
ceal themfelves  till  the  morning. 

Cortes  having  pofted  his  centinels  and  guards, 
ordered  fires  to  be  made  to  confume  the  arrows 
of  the  Mexicans,  which  lay  in  heaps  about  the 
place.  The  people  were  refrefhed  with  what 
provifions  were  found  in  the  temple,  and  what 
the  Indians  had  faved  with  their  baggage  :  and 
the  linnen  horle-cloths  were  converted  into  lint 
and  bandages,  to  drefs  thofe  who  were  wounded. 
When  Cortes  had  thus  taken  fuch  meafures  as 
his  fituation  rendered  neceffary,  he  called  a 
council  of  his  officers,  in  which  he  propofed, 
that  as  this  poft  could  not  be  maintained  for 
want  of  provifions,  and  as  there  could  be  no 
hope  of  retreating  while  fuch  numbers  of  the 


enemy  furrounded  them,  they  mould  fcize  this 
opportunity  of  purfuing  their  march  in  the  night, 
lb  as  to  be  two  or  three  leagues  a-head  of  the 
Mexicans  by  day  light. 

This  propofal  meeting  with  unanimous  ap- 
probation, they  allotted  fome  hours  of  reft  for 
the  refrefhment  of  the  people,  who  were  terri- 
bly fatigued,  and  molt  of  them  wounded  ;  and 
then  departed  from  the  temple  at  midnight, 
leaving  the  fires  burning  with  a  view  to  deceive 
the  enemy  •,  and  the  vanguard,  commanded  by 
Diego  de  Ordaz,  and  provided  with  trufty 
guides,  proceeded  upwards  of  half  a  league  with- 
out the  leaft  interruption  ;  but  when  they  came 
to  enter  lome  hilly  grounds,  they  difcovered 
feveral  ambufcades,  formed  by  the  militia  of  the 
adjacent  towns,  who  attacked  the  flanks  in  a 
dilorderly  manner  •,  thefe  ikirmifhes  however,  did 
not  obftruct  the  march  of  the  Spaniards,  who 
having  advanced  two  leagues,  halted  before 
day-break,  at  another  temple,  which  they  found 
upon  an  eminence,  intending  to  continue  there, 
imagining  that  they  faw  fome  detachments  from 
the  Mexican  army  at  a  diftance  :  but  the  light 
of  the  morning  no  fooner  convinced  them  of  their 
miftake,  than  they  renewed  their  march,  and 
proceeded  two  leagues  farther,  to  a  village  in 
an  advantageous  fituation,  which  was  deferted  by 
its  inhabitants,  where  they  remained  two  days, 
till  the  wounded  men  were  in  a  condition  to 
travel. 

For  two  days  after  this,  they  marched 
through  a  rocky  and  barren  country,  purpofely 
avoiding  the  high  road  -,  they  were  now  without 
cover  in  the  night,  continually  perfecuted  by 
flying  parties  of  Indians  •,  expofed  to  the  rage  of 
hunger  and  thirft,  which  they  endeavoured  to 
affwage  by  means  of  fuch  herbs  and  roots  as  they 
could  find,  till  one  of  the  wounded  horfes  dying, 
afforded  relief  to  thofe  who  were  in  the  greateft 
extremity. 

At  length  they  reached  a  village,  where  the 
inhabitants  received  them  with  an  apparent 
chearf  ulneis,  and  provided  every  thing  for  their 
entertainment  with  an  air  of  franknefs  and  hof- 
pitality :  but  this  was  no  other  than  a  decoy, 
to  lull  them  into  fecurity,  that  they  might  fall 
into  a  fnare  which  the  Mexicans  had  laid  for  them. 

The  army  beginning  their  march  early  the 
next  morning,  afcended  a  mountain,  on  the 
other  fide  of  which  was  the  valley  of  Otumba, 
when  Marina  took  notice  that  the  Indians,  who 
followed  them  at  a  diftance,  fhouted,  and  fre- 
quently cried  out,  "  Proceed  tyrants  !  proceed  ; 
"  you  will  foon  arrive  at  the  place  where  you 
"  will  all  perifh." 

Cortes,  judging  from  this  exclamation  that 
fome  fnare  was  laid  for  them,  proceeded  with  all 
poffible  circumfpection  to  prevent  a  furprize  j 
but  on  their  reaching  the  mountain-top  they 
found  their  paffage  effectually  prevented  by  an 
immenfe  multitude  of  armed  men,  who  filled 
the  whole  of  the  extenfive  vale  of  Otumba. 

Thefe  were  the  fame  Indians  they  had  encoun- 
tered at  the  firft  temple,  reinforced  by  an  incredi- 
ble number  of  people  from  Mexico,  with  the  prin- 
cipal nobles  at  their  head,  who  had  divided  into 
feveral  companies,  and  marched  with  fuch  expe- 
dition by  different  roads,  as  to  get  a  head  of  the 
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Spaniards,  and  join  in  this  extenfive  plain,  where 
they  had  fufncient  room  to  exert  themielves  in 
iuch  a  manner  as  they  thought  proper. 

The  front  of  this  army,  which  from  the  di- 
verfity  of  their  colours  and  Standards,  appeared 
to  be  compofed  of  different  nations,  took  up 
the  whole  breath  of  the  valley,  but  the  rear  ex- 
tended farther  than  the  eye  could  reach.  The 
captain-general  of  the  empire,  appeared  in  the 
centre,  borne  upon  men's  moulders  in  a  fump- 
tuous  chariot,  that  he  might  be  the  better  able 
to  give  the  neceffary  orders,  and  fee  them  exe- 
cuted. Near  him  was  the  royal  ftandard  of 
Mexico,  which  was  never  brought  into  the  field 
but  upon  the  moft  urgent  occafions  :  it  was  a 
net  of  maffy  gold,  crowned  with  a  plume  of 
variegated  feathers,  and  fattened  to  a  pike  :  in- 
deed this  prodigious  army,  with  the  motions 
of  their  weapons,  and  their  feathers  weaving  in 
the  wind,  formed  at  once  a  beautiful  and  a  tre- 
mendous appearance. 

Cortes  having  furveyed  this  prodigious  hoft, 
turned  to  his  foldiers  with  his  accuftomed  alacrity, 
and  told  them  that  they  had  now  no  choice,  but 
to  conquer  or  to  die — he  had  faid  more,  but  he 
was  interrupted  by  his  people,  who,  with  faces 
glowing  with  courageous  impatience,  called  out 
that  he  Ihould  give  the  word,  and  lead  them 
inftantly  to  battle.  Unwilling  to  damp  their 
ardour,  he  difpofed  them  in  order,  and  imme- 
diately advanced.  The  firft  difcharge  of  the 
fire-arms  and  crofs-bows  did  great  execution  : 
every  ftroke  of  the  fwords  and  lances  was  fatal  : 
andthehorfe  broke  down  and  trampled  underfoot 
all  thofe  bodies  which  endeavoured  to  inclofe  the 
army. 

The  Tlafcalans  rufhed  among  the  thickeft  of 
the  enemy,  and  the  Spaniards  gained  fome 
ground  in  the  firft  effort  :  but  the  Mexicans 
fought  with  great  obftinacy,  and  no  fooner  was 
one  body  cut  in  pieces,  than  it  was  fucceeded 
by  another,  the  battle  being  continually  renewed 
with  fupplies  of  frefh  men,  fo  that  the  Spaniards 
muft  in  the  end  have  been  fpent,  with  the  in- 
ceffant  exercife  of  their  arms. 

Cortes,  who  fought  on  horfeback,  fuccour- 


ing  thofe  who  moft  wanted  his  afilftance,  and 
carrying  death  and  terror  on  the  point  of  his 
fword  •,  reflecting  that  the  ftrength  of  his  m&n 
muft  foon  fail,  recollected  that  he  had  heard  the 
Mexicans  fay,  that  the  fuccefs  of  their  battles 
depended  on  the  royal  ftandard,  the  lofs  of  which 
decided  the  fate  of  the  day. 

He  therefore  commanded  the  captains  San- 
doval, Alverado,  de  Olid,  and  Davila,  to  fol- 
low and  fecure  his  rear,  while  he,  with  his 
troop,  charging  that  part  of  the  enemy  which 
was  neareft  the  centre,  and  appeared  to  be 
weakeft,  trod  down  whole  battalions,  and  cut 
their  way  to  the  place  where  the  imperial  ftan- 
dard was  defended  by  a  body  of  the  nobility  ap- 
pointed for  its  guard.  Cortes  now  fpurring  on 
his  horfe  through  the  midft  of  them,  clofed  with 
the  captain- general,  whom  he  wounded  and 
threw  from  his  chariot  with  the  firft  ftroke  of 
his  lance  :  when  Juan  de  Salamanca,  a  private 
gentleman,  leaped  from  his  horfe,  difpatched 
the  general,  and  feizing  the  Standard,  delivered . 
it  into  the  hands  of  Cortes  :  a  piece  of  fervice 
for  which  the  King  of  Spain  afterwards  gave 
him  the  plume  of  feathers  as  a  creft,  and  other- 
wife  liberally  rewarded  him. 

The  inftant  the  Mexicans  law  their  ftandard 
in  the  poffellion  of  the  Spaniards,  they  ftruck 
all  the  reft  of  their  colours,  threw  down  their 
arms,  and  fled  with  precipitation,  while  the 
victorious  Spaniards,  inflamed  with  refentment, 
made  fo  dreadful  a  (laughter,  that  twenty  thou- 
fand  Indians  are  faid  to  have  been  killed  in  the 
battle  and  purfuit. 

Some  few  Spaniards  were  hurt,  two  or  three 
of  whom  died  afterwards  of  their  wounds  at 
Tlafcala,  and  Cortes  received  a  violent  blow 
on  his  head,  with  a  (tone,  which  battered  his 
head-piece,  and  made  a  fmall  fra&ure  in  his 
(kull. 

Cortes  divided  the  fpoil,  to  a  very  con- 
siderable value,  among  the  foldiers  ;  for  the 
Mexicans  came  adorned  with  their  belt  jewels, 
as  to  a  certain  triumph  ;  fully  relying  on  the 
fuperiority  of  their  numbers,  which  amounted 
W  two  hundred  thoufand. 
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CHAP.        VIII. 

Cortes  and  his  troops  march  to  Tlafcala,  where  they  are  joyfully  received;  make  a  grand 
entry  ;  The  Tlafcalans  receive  an  embajjyfrom  the  new  emperor  of  Mexico,  to  induce  them 
to  oppoje  the  Spaniards:  Xicotental  oppofes  Cortes  privately,  but  is  difcovered ;  the 
Spaniards  march  againjl,  and  defeat  the  Tepeacans :  the  emperor  of  Mexico  dies,  and 
Guatimozin  is  chofen  in  his  room.  Another  Mexican  army  attacks  the  Spaniards  and  is 
totally  routed ;  fome  pips  arrive  on  the  coajl  with  recruits,  who  all  join  Cortes ;  a  de- 
putation fent  to  the  court  of  Spain,  requiring  more  ajijlance ;  Cortes  marches  towards 
Mexico  ;  the  Spanifti  army  in  danger  of  being  drowned,  but  efcapes,  and  is  every  where 
fuccefsful. 


H^HE  Spaniards  being  affembled,  Cortes 
continued  his  march,  but  not  without 
apprehenfions  of  being  attacked,  as 
feveral  bodies  of  men  were  obferved  on  the 
tops  of  the  mountains.  At  night  he  took  pof- 
feffion  of  fome  houfes,  and  the  next  day  entered 
the  territories  of  Tlafcala,  when  the  whole  army 
teftified  their  joy  by  repeated  acclamations,  and 
theTlaicalansjproftratingthemfelvesontheeareh, 
kiffed  the  ground  with  filial  rapture. 

While  they  remained  here,  refrefliing  them- 
felves  by  the  fide  of  a  fountain  of  excellent 
water,  Cortes  reprefented  to  his  people,  of  what 
confequence  it  was  to  preferve  the  friendfhip 
of  the  Tlafcalans,  exhorted  diem  to  behave  with 
kindnels  and  civility  to  the  inhabitants,  and  to 
avoid  giving  offence  to  the  meaneft  citizen. 

At  noon  he  entered  Gualipar,  a  confiderable 
town,  the  inhabitants  of  which  received  him 
with  great  hofpitality :  and  having  quartered 
his  troops,  he  difpatched  two  Tlafcalans  to  the 
fenate,  with  an  account  of  his  retreat  and  fuc- 
cefs  j  but  they  had  already  heard  of  the  victory, 
and  the  meflengers  were  fcarcely  difmiffed,  when 
he  was  vifited  by  Magifcatzin,  old  Xicotental 
and  his  fon,  and  other  perfons  of  confequence, 
whom  the  fenate  had  lent  to  compliment  him  on 
his  return. 

Magifcatzin  advancing  before  the  reft,  flew 
into  his  arms,  and  then  retired,  regarding  him 
with  the  moft  fixed  attention.  The  blind  Xico'- 
tental,  directed  by  the  found  of  Cortes's  voice, 
haftened  to  him,  and  exprefied  his  regard  by  a 
flood  of  tears.  They  congratulated  him  upon 
his  victory,  exprefied  the  utmoft  concern  when 
they  heard  he  was  wounded,  regreted  the 
lofs  of  fo  many  Spaniards,  inveighed  bitterly 
againft  the  Mexicans,  and  offered  all  the  forces 
of  the  republic  and  her  allies,  to  afiift  him  in 
his  revenge. 

Cortes  having  made  proper  acknowledge- 
ments for  thefe  civilities,  they  propofed  that  he 
fhould  immediately  proceed  to  the  city,  where 
quarters  were  provided  for  his  men  •,  but  he 
chofe  to  remain  in  his  prefent  fituation,  till  his 
people  were  refrefhed  and  recovered  from  the 
fatigues  they  had  undergone-,  and  to  this  the 
chiefs  of  the  Tlafcalans  affented  the  more  readily, 
as  it  would  give  them  time  to  make  preparations 
for  his  entry  into  the  city,  which  they  determin- 
ed to  celebrate  in  a  folemn  and  triumphal  manner. 
N"  XIX.  3  I 


The  Spaniards  remained  three  days  at  Guali- 
par, during  which  they  were  liberally  fupplied 
with  provifions  at  the  expence  of  the  republic^ 
and  then  adorning  themfelves  with  the  jewels 
and  plumes  of  the  vanquifhed  Mexicans,  they  * 
began  their  march  for  Tlafcala,  which  they  en- 
tered in  the  month  of  July  1520. 

The  fenate,  arrayed  in  their  richeft  robes, came 
out  to  receive  them  with  a  numerous  retinue  ; 
the  fields  were  crouded  with  people,  who  filled 
the  air  with  acclamations  •,  and  at  their  entrance 
they  were  faluted  with  the  found  of  horns,  flutes 
and  drums. 

The  troops  being  properly  quartered,  Cortes, 
at  the  earneft  follicitation  of  Magifcatzin,  be- 
came his  gueft ;  and  Pedro  de  Alverado  took 
up  his  refidence  at  the  houfe  of  Xicotental,  who 
would  have  been  offended  by  his  refufal  ■,  but 
the  reft  of  the  captains,  though  much  follicked 
by  the  capital  people,  refufed  their  invitations, 
as  judging  it  improper  for  the  principal  officers 
to  leave  the  main-guard. 

The  feftival  held  in  honour  of  their  triumph, 
continued   for   fome   days,    during  which   the 
Indians  celebrated  the  vidlory  with  all  kinds  of 
diverfions   with  which  they  were  acquainted  : 
they  contended  in  lhooting  at  a  mark  with  ar- 
rows, in  running,  leaping  and  wreftling  •,  and 
in   the  evenings  different  kinds  of  rope-dancing 
were  exhibited,  and  a  fort  of  mafquerade  was  given. 
All   the  citizens  affifted  at  thefe  fhews,  with 
demonftrations  of  the  utmoft  fatisfaclion  •,  not 
excepting  thofe  who  had  loft  their  friends  and 
relations  at  the  caufeway  •,  a  misfortune  which 
they  attributed  to  the  chance  of  war. 

Cortes  was  greatly  affected  with  the  regard 
they  ihewed  on  this  occafion  ;  his  officers  be- 
haved with  the  utmoft  courtefy  toward  thefe 
faithful  allies,  and  even  the  common  foldiers 
generoufly  fhared  with  them  the  jewels  and 
other  fpoils  which  they  brought  from  the 
battle. 

But  this  joy  was  damped  on  a  fudden  by  a 
dangerous  fever  with  which  Cortes  was  feized  ; 
the  wound  in  his  head  broke  out  afrefh,  and 
his  friends  began  to  defpair  of  his  life.  The 
mirth  of  the  city  was  at  once  changed  into 
mourning  ;  the  nobles  exprefied  their  concern 
by  hourly  enquiries  after  his  health,  and  the 
common  people  lamented  the  danger  that  threat- 
ened the  great  Tuele,  a  name  which  they  be- 
llowed 
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flowed  upon  their  demi-gods  •,  but  the  fenate 
calling  together  the  moft  able  phyficians  of 
the  country,  they  exerted  their  fkill  lb  effec- 
tually,  that  his  health  was  fpeedily  reftored. 

Cortes  being  now  impatient  to  know  the  ftate 
of  affairs    at   Vera    Cruz,    wrote     to   Rodrigo 
Rangel  the  governor,    by  an  Indian  courier, 
who   foon  brought  an  anfwer,  that  no  alteration 
had  happened  in  the  garrifon  or  on  the  coaft,that 
Narvaez  and  Salvatierrawereftill  in  fafe  cuftody, 
and  that  the  confederate  Indians  remained  true  to 
their  engagements-,  but  that  a  corporal  and  eight 
foldiers  who  had  gone  to  Tlafcala  for  the  gold 
belonging  to  the  garrifon,  were  not  returned  ; 
that  there  was  a  report  current  among  the  In- 
dians that  they  had  been  murdered  in  the  pro- 
vince  of  Tepeaca  •,  and  that  it  was   fuppofed 
the  wounded  foldiers  belonging  to  Narvaez  had 
met   with  the  fame  fate  •,  for  as  faft  as  they  re- 
covered,   they    had   marched    from   Zempoalla 
in  fmall  bodies,  being  anxioufly  impatient  to 
reach   Mexico,     which   they  confidered  as  the 
centre  of  all  their  wealth. 

The  truth  of  this  report  was  now  confirmed 
by  the  Tlafcalans,  who  had  till  this  time  con- 
cealed it  from  Cortes  for  fear  it  might  pre- 
vent his  recovery  •,  and  he  had  the  mortification 
to  find  himfelf  thus  deprived  of  about  fifty  Spa- 
niards, who  had  been  killed  by  the  Indians  of 
Tepeaca  :  whereupon,  glowing  with  refentment, 
he  determined  to  wreak  his  vengeance  on  that 
ration,  which  lay  between  him  and  Vera  Cruz ; 
and  the  Tlafcalans,  upon  whofe  frontiers  thefe 
Indians  had  made  depredations,  offered  to  efpoufe 
his  caufe. 

While  Cortes  was  taking  his  meafures  for  this 
purpofe,  ambaffadors  arrived  at  Gualipar,  from 
the  new  emperor  of  Mexico,  and  fent  a  meffage 
to  the  fenate,  defiring  perniihion  to  enter  the 
city  with  propofals  of  peace  ;  and  Cortes  hav- 
ing confented  that  this  permiffion  fhould  be 
granted  them,  they  made  their  public  entrance 
in  a  fplendid  and  folemn  manner. 

The  carriers  came  at  the  head  of  the  pro- 
ceffion,  with  the  prefents,  confifting  of  gold 
and  filver,  fine  cotton  cloths,  plumes,  and  other 
curiofities,  and  feveral  loads  of  fait,  which  was 
then  much  wanted  at  Tlafcala.  The  ambaf- 
fadors, richly  adorned  with  jewels,  and  accom- 
panied by  a  great  retinue,  were  received  in 
the  fenate- houfe,  where  they  made  offers  of 
perpetual  peace  and  alliance,  on  condition 
that  they  would  declare  war  againft  the  Spa- 
niards, and  affift  in  driving  out  thofe  infolent 
ftrangers. 

Their  fpeech  was  interrupted  by  the  murmurs 
of  the  affembly,  who  were  fo  highly  incenfed 
.it  the  propofal,  that  the  character  of  the  am- 
baffadors would  hardly  have  been  a  protection 
for  their  perfons,  if  fome  ancient  fenators  had 
not  int?rpofed,  and  reftrained  the  impetuofity 
of  the  reft:  in  confequence  of  which,  the 
Mexicans  were  permitted  to  retire  to  their  lodg- 
ings, till  the  fenate  fhould  deliberate  on  the 
lubjecT:  of  their  embaffy  •,  and  it  was  unani- 
moufly  refolved  to  reject  their  propofals  with  dif- 
dain. 

The  ambaffadors,  however,  did  cot  wait  for 


a  formal  difmiffion,  but  from  what  they  had 
already  feen  of  the  difpofition  of  the  people, 
dreading  fome  infurredtion  againft  their  per- 
fons, they  betook  themfelves  to  a  precipitate 
flight. 

The  Spaniards,  notwithstanding  the  many, 
inftances  of  regard  fhewn  them  by  the  Tlafca- 
lans, had  one  enemy  among  that  people  :  this 
was  no  other  than  Xicotental,  in  whofe  mind 
the  memory  of  being  conquered  ftill  rankled, 
producing  hatred  and  envy  to  Cortes,  which 
he  had  hitherto  difguifed  under  the  mafk  of 
friendfhip  and  complaifance.  Though  he  faid 
not  a  word  to  the  fenate  in  behalf  of  the  Mexican 
propofals,  he  took  this  opportunity  of  fowing 
jealoufies  among  the  people,  by  means  of  his 
friends  and  adherents,  who  underhand,  magni- 
fied the  advantages  that  would  arife  from  an 
alliance  with  the  Mexicans,  and  reprefented  their 
friendfhip  for  the  Spaniards  as  a  dangerous  con- 
nection, that  would  render  both  them  and  their 
pofterity  flaves. 

Advice  of  thefe  tranfactions  being  brought 
to  the  fenate,  they  held  a  confultation,  at  which 
the  old  blind  Xicotental,  gave  it  as  his  opinion, 
that  his  fon  fhould  loofe  his  life  for  having 
lowed  fedition  •,  and  he  would  certainly  have 
died  the  death  of  a  traitor,  but  his  fentence 
was  mitigated  out  of  regard  to  the  charac- 
ter and  grey  hairs  of  the  father  :  but  however 
it  was  ordered  that  he  fhould  be  brought  before 
them  in  chains  -,  when  he  was  upbraided  for 
his  perfidious  dealings,  deprived  of  his  honours 
and  command,  and  thrown  down  the  flairs  of 
the  fenate-hcufe  with  difgrace. 

Not  many  days  after  this,  he  befought  the 
forgivenefs  of  Cortes,  who  was  unacquainted 
with  his  crime  till  after  the  punifhment  of  it, 
and  by  his  intereft,  he  was  reftored  to  his  former 
rank  and  ftation. 

Xicotental  now  affembled  the  troops  of  the 
republic  with  the  utmoft  diligence,  thereby  en- 
deavouring to  atone  for  his  former  fault.  In 
the  mean  time  the  foldiers  who  had  come  with 
Narvaez,  wearied  with  the  perils  and  fatigues 
they  had  already  undergone,  and  terrified  at  the 
profpect  of  a  new  war,  loudly  complained  of  the 
propofed  expedition  to  Tepeaca,  and  even  de- 
livered to  the  general  a  formal  proteftation,  im- 
porting their  refufal  to  undertake  that  enter- 
prize,  and  demanding  that  they  might  march 
immediately  to  Vera  Cruz,  that  they  might  be 
more  conveniently  fituated  for  folliciting  rein- 
forcements from  Jamaica  and  St.  Domingo. 

This  infolent  remonftrance  greatly  provoked 
Cortes  ;  but  thinking  it  moft  prudent  to  conceal 
his  refentment,  he  reprefented  to  them,  that  the 
Tepeacans  having  feized  the  paffes  of  the  moun- 
tains, it  would  be  out  of  their  power  to  get  to 
Vera  Cruz,  without  fighting  thofe  people,  in 
which  he  fhould  have  theaffiftanceof  theTlafcalan 
troops,  which  were  now  affembled  lor  that  pur- 
pofe :  but  he  affured  them  upon  his  honour, 
that  as  foon  as  they  had  conquered  thofe  Indians, 
every  man  fhould  have  free  liberty  to  depart, 
who  did  not  chufe  to  follow  his  fortune. 

The  troops  being  thus  reconciled  to  the  fer- 
vice,  Cortes  drew  up  his  army,  amounting  to 
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four  hundred  and  twenty  Spaniards,  with  fe- 
ventecn  horfe,  armed  with  fwords,  guns,  pikes, 
targets  and  crofs-bows ;  and  thefe  being  rein- 
forced with  eight  thoufand  choice  Tlaicalans, 
commanded  by  officers  of  diftinguiflied  valour, 
he  left  to  Xicotental  the  care  of  bringing  up  the 
reft,  and  began  his  march  amidft  the  acclama- 
tions of  the  people. 

Having  proceeded  three  leagues,  they  took 
up  their  quarters  for  the  night  in  a  village 
which  the  enemy  had  abandoned  at  the  fight  of 
them  :  and  next  morning  Cortes  ordering  fome 
peafiints,  who  had  been  taken  by  the  advanced 
guard,  to  be  brought  before  him,  made  them 
fome  preients,  and  let  them  at  liberty,  on  their 
promife  to  tell  the  caciques  of  Tepeaca,  in  his 
name,  that  he  was  come  to  revenge  the  death  of 
thofe  Spaniards  whom  they  had  lb  treacheroufiy 
murdered  :  notwithstanding  which,  if  they  would 
join  him  and  hisTlafcalan  allies  againft  the  Mexi- 
cans, he  would  forgive  what  was  pail.,  and  rank 
them  among  the  number  of  his  friends. 

The  next  day  the  Indians  returned  with  an 
anfwer  to  this  meffage,  rejecting  all  terms  of 
peace,  and  threatening  to  carry  the  Spaniards 
alive  to  the  altars  of  their  gods.  Notwithstand- 
ing this  anfwer,  Cortes  repeated  his  offers,  which 
he  lent  in  writing,  threatening  at  the  lame  time, 
that  if  they  refilled  to  come  to  terms  of  accom- 
modation, he  would  deftroy  them  with  fire  and 
fword,  and  that  fuch  as  he  made  prifoners  fhould 
be  fold  as  flaves. 

They  laughed  at  the  paper,  as  fomething 
which  he  had  lent  to  excite  their  aftoniihment  ; 
fent  back  a  more  infolent  anfwer  than  the  for- 
mer, and  immediately  took  the  field  in  order  to 
difpute  his  march. 

They  formed  an  ambufcade  in  fome  fields  of 
maize,  which  might  have  proved  advantageous 
to  them,  had  they  acted  with  prudence  -,  but 
their  own  impatience  occafioned  their  being  dif- 
covered  by  Cortes,  when  at  a  confiderable  dif- 
tance  from  them.  Having  made  a  proper  dif- 
pofition,  he  marched  on  as  if  he  had  not  feen 
them  ;  but  wheeling  about  on  a  fudden,  he  at- 
tacked them  with  great  impetuofity,  and  made 
a  prodigious  {laughter. 

The  action  foon  became  general,  and  not- 
withstanding the  bravery  with  which  the  Tepea- 
cans  fought,  they  were  foon  thrown  into  confu- 
lion,  and  being  abandoned  by  their  Mexican 
allies,  were  totally  routed,  and  almoft  the  whole 
army  cut  in  pieces  :  fo  that  they  fent  deputies 
the  lame  night  to  implore  the  clemency  of  the 
conqueror,  and  furrendered  themfelves  to  thedif 
pofal  of  Cortes,  who  loft  not  a  fingle  man  in  ob- 
taining this  victory. 

The  general,  at  the  head  of  his  army,  marched 
into  the  city  the  next  day,  when  the  inhabitants 
proftrated  themfelves  before  him,  with  marks  of 
the  molt  abject  fear:  but  when  he  ordered  his  in- 
terpreters to  proclaim  the  King  of  Spain,  and  a 
general  pardon  in  the  name  of  that  prince,  their 
apprehenfions  were  changed  into  the  molt  excef- 
iive  joy,  and  they  befought  Cortes  to  take  their 
city  into  his  protection,  that  the  Mexicans  might 
never  again  influence  them  to  renounce  their 
treaty  with  the  Spaniards. 


The  genera],  taking  advantage  of  this  requeft, 
fortified  the  city  with  a  trench  and  palifadoes, 
and  built  a  fort  or  citadel  to  keep  them  in  obedi- 
ence, and  fecure  the  pafiage  to  Vera  Cruz  :  but 
previous  to  this,  he  lent  all  the  prifoners,  who 
had  been  taken  in  the  battle,  to  Tlafcala,  where 
they  were  publickly  fold  as  flaves,  to  deter  the 
reft  of  the  Indians  from  revolting. 

The  reft  of  the  troops,  amounting  to  thirty- 
five  thoufand  men,  under  the  command  of  Xico- 
tental, being  arrived  ;  Cortes,  in  order  to  keep 
them  in  employment,  fent  feveral  different  de- 
tachments, under  the  command  of  Spanifh  offi- 
cers, to  reduce  fome  places  in  the  province  of 
Tepeaca,  which  ftill  declared  for  the  Mexicans  ; 
and  thefe  foon  returned  victorious,  having  dri- 
ven the  enemy  to  the  other  fide  of  the  moun- 
tains, made  a  confiderable  booty,  and  taken  a 
great  number  of  prifoners,  who  were  alfo,  ac- 
cording to  the  newly-adopted  maxim,  publickly 
fold  as  flaves. 

About  this  time  the  emperor  of  Mexico, 
Quetlavaca,  dying,  the  electors  affembled,  and 
conferred  the  imperial  dignity  on  Guatimozin, 
nephew  and  fon-in-law  to  Motezuma,  a  young 
prince  of  fagacity  and  courage,  who,  in  the  very 
beginning  of  his  reign,  gained  the  affections  of 
his  people  by  the  wifdom  of  his  conduct.  He 
encouraged  the  foldiers  with  privileges  and  re- 
wards, exempted  his  Subjects  from  all  taxes  dur- 
ing the  continuance  of  the  war,  treated  his  no- 
bles with  affability,  made  prefents  to  the  caciques 
on  the  frontiers,  with  a  view  to  confirm  them 
in  their  fidelity,  and  fent  an  army  of  thirty  thou- 
fand men  to  aflift  them  in  cafe  of  neceflity. 

An  account  of  thefe  occurrences  was  brought 
to  Cortes  by  fome  deputies  from  the  cacique  of 
Guacachula,  a  warlike  and  well-peopled  city, 
who  came  to  complain  of  the  tyranny  of  the 
Mexicans,  and  implore  the  aid  of  the  Spaniards 
againft  their  oppreflbrs.  Cortes  being  convinc- 
ed of  the  Sincerity  of  this  cacique,  and  confider- 
ing  the  neceflity  of  expelling  the  enemy  from  a. 
place  of  fo  much  importance,  immediately  form- 
ed an  army  of  thirty  thoufand  Tlaicalans,  with 
three  hundred  Spaniards,  and  thirteen  horfe, 
which  he  fent  away  the  next  morning,  with  the 
deputies  from  Guacachula,  under  the  command 
of  Chriftoval  de  Olid,  who  had  orders  to  repulfe 
the  enemy  and  take  poflefiion  of  the  town.  For 
the  fpace  of  fix  leagues  they  marched  on  very 
chearfully,  when  being  about  the  fame  diftance 
from  Guacachula,  they  were  told  by  fome  pea- 
sants, that  the  emperor  of  Mexico,  with  his 
whole  army,  was  advancing  to  give  them 
battle. 

This  report  made  fuch  an  impreflion  upon 
Narvaez's  foldiers,  that  they  abfolutely  refufed 
to  proceed,  and  it  was  with  great  difficulty  that 
De  Olid  could  prevail  on  them  to  alter  their  re- 
folution.  Their  mutinous  clamours  were  hardly 
appeafed,  when  they  difcovered  feveral  bodies 
of  armed  men,  defcending  from  the  mountains, 
and  advancing  towards  them  with  great  expe- 
dition •,  upon  which  de  Olid  immediately  drew 
up  his  men  in  order  of  battle  ;  but  fome  horfe 
which  he  had  fent  out  for  intelligence,  foon  re- 
turned and  informed  him,    that   thefe  Indians 
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were  commanded  by  the  cacique  of  Guazocingo, 
and  fome  of  his  neighbours,  who  were  coming 
to  affift  the  Spaniards  ugainil  the  Mexicans,  by 
whom  their  dominions  had  been  ravaged.  Their 
motives  were,  however,  fufpected  by  the  Tlaf- 
calans,  who  perlwaded  the  Spaniards  that  thole 
people  were  not  to  be  truiled,  as,  in  all  proba- 
bility, they  were  fent  by  the  Mexicans  in  order 
to  fall  upon  the  Spaniards  during  the  engage- 
ment. 

This  reprefentation  had  fuch  weight  with  De 
Olid,  that  he  inftantly  caufed  the  caciques  to  be 
feized,  and  fent  in  irons  to  Cortes,  who  remain- 
ed at  Tepeaca.  This  rafh  action  however,  was 
productive  of  no  ill  confequence,  for  the  Indians, 
who  had  in  reality  come  with  friendly  intentions, 
kept  their  poft,  icfolving  to  wait  patiently  for 
the  determination  of  the  general,  who  they  firmly 
believed  would  do  juflice  to  their  fincerity  : 
in  which  they  were  not  miftaken  :  for  Cortes 
expreffed  equal  concern  and  difpleafure  at  fee- 
ing the  caciques  in  chains,  and  immediately  or- 
dering their  fetters  to  be  knocked  off,  received 
them  ir  the  moft  amicable  manner,  apologized 
for  the  rafh  cevduft  of  his  captain,  whom  he  faid 
he  would  reprimand  :  and  having  effectually  ac- 
quired their  efceem,  let  out  with  them  in  perfon 
to  take  the  command  of  the  expedition. 

As  foon  as  Cortes  came  to  the  camp,  all  fymp- 
toms  of  mutiny  dilappeared  :  he  rebuked  de 
Olid  for  his  inconfiderate  condud,  joined  his 
new  allies,  and  marched  immediately  towards 
Guacachula.  The  Mexicans  having  intelligence 
of  his  motions,  inftantly  advanced  between  him 
and  the  city,  and  began  the  battle  with  prodigi- 
ous fury,  which  however  was  foon  at  an  end  •, 
for  the  cacique  of  Guacachula,  feizing  this  op- 
portunity to  prove  the  fidelity  of  his  attachment 
to  Cortes,  fuddenly  attacked  the  Mexicans  in 
the  rear,  whereby  they  were  totally  defeated  in 
little  more  than  half  an  hour. 

The  Spaniards  then  took  up  their  quarters  in 
the  city,  and  the  Tlafcalans  remained  without 
the  walls  with  the  reft  of  the  confederates,  whofe 
numbers  increaied  fo  faft  by  the  arrival  of  other 
caciques,  who  voluntarily  lubmitted  to  the  king 
of  Spain,  that  by  this  time  Cortes  had  an  army 
of  twenty  thoufand  men. 

The  next  care  of  Cortes  was  to  reduce  Yzu- 
can,  which  was  a  town  of  great  natural  ftrength, 
defended  in  the  front  by  a  river  fortified  with 
walls  and  ravelins,  and  garrilbned  with  ten  thou- 
fand Mexicans,  who  had  broke  down  the  bridge 
in  order  to  difpute  the  paffage.  Notwithftanding 
thefe  dilcouraging  circumftances,  Chriftoval  de 
Olid,  who  commanded  the  vanguard,  threw 
himfelf  with  his  troops  into  the  water,  and  tho' 
his  horfe  was  killed  under  him,  and  himfelf 
wounded  in  the  thigh,  he  gaiaed  the  oppofite 
ihore,  and  drove  the  enemy  into  the  city,  which 
they  made  a  fhew  of  defending  ;  but  orders 
were  fcarcely  given  for  the  Spaniards  to  begin 
the  attack,  when  at  once  the  cries  of  the  enemy 
ceafed,  the  garrifon  difappeared,  and  the  city 
was  forfaken  by  the  inhabitants  •,  but  Cortes  ob- 
ferving  the  fugitives  in  their  retreat,  detached 
fome  companies  of  Spaniards  and  Tlafcalans  to 
take  fome  prifoners,  who  being  brought  back, 


were  immediately  fet  at  liberty,  with  the  offer  of 
a  pardon  and  good  treatment  to  all  fuch  as 
would  return  to  their  houfes  •,  in  confequence  of 
which  promife,  the  town  was  almoft  filled  the 
fame  day. 

The  general  diftributed  the  fpoil  obtained  in 
both  thefe  actions  among  his  new  allies  •,  after 
which  he  and  the  Tlafcalans  returned  in  triumph 
to  Tepeaca,  the  fort  and  fettlement  of  which, 
being  by  this  time  compleated,  was  called  by 
the  name  of  Segura  de  la  Frontera.  About  this 
time  a  fhip  arrived  at  St.  Juan  de  Ulua,  with 
thirteen  Spanifh  foldiers,  two  horfes,  and  fome 
provifion  and  ammunition,  fent  by  Diego  de 
Velafquez  to  Narvaez,  under  the  command  of 
Pedro  de  Barba.  This  veffel  being  difcovered 
by  Pedro  de  Cavallero,  who  commanded  fome 
troops  on  the  coaft,  he  went  out  in  a  boat,  and 
laluted  the  new-comers  with  the  utmoft  civility  ; 
but  fufpecting  the  defign  of  their  coming,  when 
Pedio  de  Barba  enquired  after  Pamphilo  de 
Narvaez,  he  readily  anfwered  that  he  was  in  good 
health  and  great  proiperity  ;  for  all  thofe  coun- 
tries had  fubmitted  to  him  :  and  Cortes  with  a 
few  followers,  was  fled  to  the  mountains. 

Deceived  by  this  intelligence,  De  Barba  land- 
ed without  fufpicion,  and  was  conducted  to  Vera 
Cruz,  where  finding  himfelf  outwitted,  and  be- 
ing fecretly  a  friend  to  Cortes,  he  readily  em- 
braced the  intereft  of  that  general,  and  accept- 
ed the  command  of  a  company  of  crofs-bows  ; 
after  which  Cortes  diftributed  fome  prefents  a- 
mong  the  foldiers,  who  readily  enlifted  in  his 
fervice.  He  then  perufed  the  letter  intended 
for  Narvaez,  in  which  Velafquez  promifed  to 
fend  powerful  fuccours  to  that  officer,  and  or- 
dered him  to  tranfport  Cortes  under  a  fufficient 
guard  to  Cuba,  that  he  might  be  fent  to  Spain 
as  a  criminal,  where  the  bifhop  of  Burgos  re- 
folved  to  make  a  public  example  of  him  in  the 
moft  ignominious  manner. 

In  eight  days  after  this,  a  fecond  veffel  arrived, 
with  a  reinforcement  of  eight  foldiers,  one  horfe, 
and  a  considerable  quantity  of  arms  and  ammu- 
nition, under  the  command  of  Rodrigo  More- 
jon  de  Lobera,  who  was  alfo  trepanned  by  Ca- 
vallero, and  fent  to  Segura,  where,  like  the  o- 
thers,  he  and  his  men  engaged  in  the  fervice  of 
Cortes. 

The  general  had  already  rcfolved  to  attempt 
the  conqueft  of  Mexico,  which  he  had  no  doubt 
of  effecting,  as  he  was  fupported  by  fuch  a  num- 
ber of  confederate  Indians  ;  but  being  under  the 
neceffity  of  croffing  the  lake,  in  order  to  efcape 
the  danger  of  paffing  the  caufeways,  he  formed 
the  fcheme  of  building  twelve  or  thirteen  brig- 
antines,  which  fhould  be  abletorefift  the  Indian 
canoes  ;  and  thefe  he  propofed  to  have  carried 
in  pieces  on  the  fhoulders  of  the  Indian  tamenes, 
over  the  mountains  of  Tlafcala,  to  a  river  Situ- 
ated on  the  lake. 

Cortes  communicated  this  lingular  project  to 
Martin  Lopez,  who  approved  the  defign,  and 
undertook  the  execution  of  it  •,  whereupon  he 
was  immediately  difpatched  to  Tlafcala,  >with 
all  thofe  Spaniards  who  had  any  knowledge 
of  fhip-building,  and  a  fufficient  number  of 
Indians  to   cut  wood,  and    otherwife    affift  in 
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forwarding  the  work.  At  the  fame  time  the 
treneral  ordered  what  ironwork  and  rigging;  re- 
mained,  that  had  belonged  to  the  fhips  which 
had  been  funk,  to  be  brought  to  Vera  Cruz  ; 
employed  a  number  of  hands  to  extract  a  kind 
of  pitch  and  tar  from  trees  that  grew  upon  the 
mountains,  and  lent  others  to  the  volcano  dif- 
covered  by  Diego  de  Ordaz,  from  whence  they 
brought  a  large  quantity  of  fulphur,  which  was 
made  into  gunpowder  for  the  fervice  of  the  ex- 
pedition. 

Thefe  previous  fteps  being  taken,  Cortes  left 
inftructions  with  the  new  council  of  Segura,  ap- 
pointed a  commander  of  the  garrifon,  confifting 
of  about  twenty  Spanifli  ibldiers,  and  fet  out  for 
Tlafcala,  which  he  entered  in  mourning  for  the 
death  of  his  old  friend  Magifcatzin,  who  had 
embraced  the  chriftian  religion  in  his  laft  mo- 
ments :  the  arms  of  the  officers  and  foldiers  were 
covered  with  the  manufacture  of  the  country 
dyed  black,  and  they  marched  in  profound  fl- 
it nee,  with  an  appearance  of  the  greateft  grief 
and  concern,  which  was  exceedingly  agreeable  to 
the  Tlafcalans,  who  confidered  the  deceafed  as 
the  father  of  his  country. 

The  fon  of  Magifcatzin  was  chofen  cacique 
on  the  recommendation  of  Cortes.  He  was  a 
youth  of  fingular  courage  and  abilities,  and  foon 
after  his  election,  he  was  converted  to  chriftiani- 
ty,  and  baptized  by  father  De  Olmedo,  by  the 
name  of  Don  Lorenzo  de  Magifcatzin.  His  ex- 
ample was  followed  by  another  youth,  who  was 
cacique  of  Yzucan,  who  came  to  Tlafcala  to 
return  thanks  to  Cortes,  for  having  decided  a 
difpute  in  his  favour  :  befides  thefe,  old 
Xicotental  embraced  the  doctrines  of  chrifti- 
anky. 

We  have  already  obferved  that  Francifco  de 
Garay,  governor  of  Jamaica,  had  fent  orders  to 
Cortes  not  to  make  any  fettlement  on  his  coalt : 
but  notwithstanding  the  check  he  received  in  ha- 
ving  his  mefiengers  leized,  he  fitted  out  three 
Ships,  with  which  he  refumed  the  enterprize  j 
but  no  fooner  had  his  foldiers  landed,  than  the 
Indians  attacked  them  with  fuch  fury,  that  they 
were  obliged  to  retreat  to  their  (hips  in  great 
diforder,  and  put  to  fea  for  their  immediate  pre- 
iervation. 

They  were  afterwards  feparated  for  fome 
days,  during  which  they  feverally  formed  the 
fame  defign,  without  being  acquainted  with  each 
other's  fentiments  ;  and  arrived  almoft  at  the 
fame  time  on  the  coaft  of  Vera  Cruz,  in  order 
to  ferve  under  Cortes,  by  whofe  increafing  re- 
putation they  were  allured. 

The  firft  fhip  that  arrived  had  on  board  fixty 
Spanifh  foldiers,  under  the  command  of  captain 
Camargo  ;  the  next,  which  was  commanded  by 
a  gallant  and  experienced  officer,  named  Mi- 
chael Diaz  de  Cruz,  brought  fifty  choice  men, 
and  feven  horfes ;  and  the  third  veffel,  conduct- 
ed by  captain  Ramirez,  contained  about  forty 
foldiers,  ten  horfes,  and  a  great  quantity  of  arms 
and  provifions. 

Thefe  new-comers  took  the  road  to  Tlafcala 
in  three  diftinct  bodies,  as   they   landed  •,  and 
were  received  by  Cortes  and  his  people  with 
tranfports  of  joy  ;  but  notwithftanding  this  no- 
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ble  acquifition  of  ftrength,  the  foldiers  brought 
by  Narvaez  were  ftill  more  importunate  for  per- 
miffion  to  return  to  the  ifland  of  Cuba  ;  remind- 
ing the  general  of  the  promife  he  had  made 
them  before  they  engaged  in  the  expedition  to 
Tepeaca  ;  and  he  was  the  rather  difpofed  to  grant 
their  requeft,  as  he  had  now  received  a  rein- 
forcement of  foldiers,  whom  he  had  reafon  to 
believe  would  be  more  obedient  to  his  com- 
mand :  whereupon  he  ordered  proclamation  to 
be  made,  that  thofe  who  were  inclined  to  re- 
turn, ihould  be  fupplied  with  veffels  and  all 
proper  accommodations :  upon  which  the  greater 
part  of  the  foldiers  who  came  with  Narvaez,  feiz- 
ed  this  opportunity  of  retiring.  But  the  reader 
will  wonder  to  find  among  this  number,  Andres 
de  Duero,  who  had  been  fo  much  the  friend  of 
Cortes,  and  even  owed  his  life  to  the  valour  of 
that  general.  But  fome  mifunderftanding  hav- 
ing happened  between  them,  Duero  was  refolv- 
ed  to  withdraw,  and  afterwards  employed  all 
his  intereft  in  favour  of  Diego  de  Velafquez. 

The  charge  of  conducting  and  embarking 
thefe  people  being  committed  to  Alverado, 
Cortes  difpatched  orders  to  the  confederates  to 
make  proper  preparations  for  marching  on  the 
firft  notice  •,  and  in  the  mean  time  determined  to 
equip  a  veffel,  and  fend  fteih  agents  to  Spain, 
in  order  to  advance  the  negotiations  of  Porto- 
carrero,  and  Montejo,  and  to  defire  they  would 
tranfmit  him  an  account  of  his  own  intereft  at 
court,  his  ignorance  of  which  gave  him  great 
anxiety. 

For  this  purpofe  he  drew  up  a  memorial  to 
the  king,  containing  an  exact  detail  of  what  had 
happened  to  him  from  the  time  he  marched  out 
of  Zempoalla,  till  his  retreat  to  Tlafcala,  to- 
gether with  an  account  of  the  power,  wealth, 
and  extent  of  the  Mexican  empire,  and  the  al- 
liances he  had  concluded  with  the  Indian  na- 
tions 5  by  which  he  hoped  to  reduce  that  vaft 
and  fertile  country  to  the  dominion  of  Spain. 
He  defired  fpeedy  juftice  againft  the  irregular 
proceedings  of  Diego  de  Velafquez,  and  Fran- 
cifco de  Garay.  He  follicited  immediate  fup- 
plies  of  men,  horfes,  arms  and  ammunition  ; 
and  intreated  his  majefty  to  fend  over  fome  clergy- 
men of  irreproachable  life  and  converfation  to 
affift  father  De  Olmedo  in  the  converfion  of  the 
Indians,  who  feemed  well  difpofed  to  embrace 
the  chriftian  religion. 

Letters  were  alfo  fent  to  his  majefty  by  the 
councils  of  Vera  Cruz  and  Segura,  letting  forth 
the  neceffity  of  fending  immediate  affiftance,  and 
maintaining  Cortes  in  his  poft  of  captain  in 
chief,  as  the  foundation  of  this  great  work  be- 
ing owing  to  his  valour  and  conduct,  it  would 
be  very  difficult,  if  not  utterly  impoffible,  to 
fupply  his  place  with  any  other  perfon  capable 
of  bringing  it  to  perfection. 

Thefe  difpatches  were  intrufted  to  the  care  of 
Alonzo  de  Mendoza,  and  Diego  de  Ordaz,  who 
in  a  few  days  afterwards  embarked  for  Spain, 
having  firft  received  private  inftructions  to  con- 
ceal their  commiffion  till  they  ftiould  have  found 
out  Cortes's  father,  and  the  two  former  agents, 
with  whom  they  were  to  a<5t  in  concert,  as  the 
ftate  of  affairs  might  require  ■,  and  that  their 
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joint  follicitations  might  have  the  greater  influ- 
ence, they  carried  a  fecond  prefent  for  his  ma- 
jefty,  conlifting  of  gold  and  curiofities,  part  of 
which  had  been  preserved  at  Tlafcala,  and  part 
acquired  in  the  two  laft  expeditions. 

At  the  fame  time  he  fent  Alonzo  Davila,  and 
Francifco  Alvarez  Chico,  with  letters  to  the  re- 
gulars of  St.  Jerome,  who  prefided  in  the  royal 
audience  of  St.  Domingo,  and  had  jurifdidtion 
over  ail  the  iflands,  and  new  difcoveries  on  the 
main  land,  defiring  their  fpeedy  affiftance  to- 
wards the  fuccefs  of  the  enterprize  in  which  he 
was  engaged  •,  and  entreating  that  they  would 
interpcll-  their  authority  to  put  a  Hop  to  the 
vexatious  proceedings  of  Velafquez  and  Ga- 
ray. 

A  favourable  anfwer  was  foon  received  from 
thefe  fathers,  who  approved  his  conduct,  pro- 
mifed  to  fupport  the  juftice  of  his  pretentions 
with  the  king  of  Spain,  and  engaged  to  put  a  ftop 
to  all  the  efforts  of  his  enemies,  by  commanding 
them  to  defift  from  their  oppofition. 

Ordaz  and  Mendoza  arriving,  after  a  prof- 
perous  voyage,  at  Seville,  found  that  the  bifhop 
of  Eurgos  had  given  pofitive  orders  to  the  com- 
miffioners  of  trade,  to  imprifon  any  one  who  ar- 
rived from  Spain,  and  to  feize  the  gold  and 
other  merchandize  they  brought  with  them. 
Whereupon  leaving  the  prefent  for  his  majefty 
in  the  hands  of  thofe  judges,  they  were  glad  to 
efcape  with  their  letters  and  difpatches,  and  fet 
out  in  fearch  of  Martin  Cortes  and  the  two  for- 
mer agents,  who  had  been  fent  from  Mexico. 
They  found  thefe  gentlemen  at  Medellin,  and 
being  afterwards  fupported  by  Adriano,  the  car- 
dinal regent,  to  whom  they  fubmitted  the  infpec- 
tion  of  Cortes's  letters,  they  entered  a  prolecu- 
tion  againft  the  bifhop  of  Burgos  in  his  own 
court,  and  obtained  a  verdict  in  their  fa- 
vour. 

'  This  fentence  being  laid  before  the  King  (now 
emperor)  who  was  juft  returned  from  Germany, 
it  met  with  his  mrj-fty's  approbation,  and  Her- 
nando Cortes  wa"  declared  a  faithful  fubject ;  an 
order  was  made  that  perpetual  filence  fhould  be 
impofed  on  Velafquez,  with  refpecf.  to  any  pre- 
tenfions to  the  conqv?ft  of  New  Spain,  and  he 
was  only  permitted  to  fue  for  the  money,  which 
the  fitting  out  of  Cortes's  fleet  had  coil:  him  : 
Cortes's  father  was  indulged  with  many  marks 
of  royal  favour,  in  confideration  of  the  merit  of 
his  ten  ;  a  number  of  priefts  were  named  for  the 
converfion  of  the  Indians  ;  and  orders  were  given 
that  a  fleet  fhould  be  fitted  out,  with  a  fupply 
of  men,  horfes,  and  ammunition. 

In  the  mean  time  Cortes  received  another  un- 
expected fupply  of  thirteen  Spanifh  foldiers, 
who  came  to  leek  their  fortunes,  in  a  vefiel  that 
arrived  at  Vera  Cruz,  with  a  loading  of  arms, 
gunpowder  and  provifions  :  he  therefore  deter- 
mined to  begin  his  march  without  waiting  till 
the  brigantir.es  were  finifhed  ;  for  as  the  troops 
of  the  republic  and  other  allies  were  already  al- 
fembled,  he  thought  it  would  be  improper  that 
they  fhould  remain  idle.  It  was  agreed  in  a 
council  of  his  captains,  that  they  fhould  make 
their  firfb  attempt  upon  Tezeuco,  which  lying 
in  the  road  to  Tlafcala,  they  relblved  to  fortify 


and  maintain  it  as  a  place  of  fure  retreat,  where 
they  might  find  fhelter  from  the  accidents  of 
war. 

Immediately  after  this  relblution  was  taken, 
Cortes  reviewed  his  Spaniards,  who  amounted 
to  five  hundred  and  forty  foldiers,  with  forty 
horfe,  and  nine  pieces  of  artillery,  that  had  been 
brought  on  fhore  from  the  veffels. 

This  review  was  made  in  the  moft  oftentatious 
manner,  in  order  to  captivate  the  admiration  of 
the  Indians,  of  whom  there  were  prodigious 
numbers  to  behold  the  fight :  and  they  were  fp 
charmed  with  the  flying  colours,  the  finery  of 
the  foldiers,  and  their  adroitnefs  in  managing 
their  horfes,  handling  their  arms,  and  ialuting 
the  general,  that  they  filled  the  air  with  fhouts 
of  applauie. 

Xicotental,  at  the  head  of  ten  thoufand  Tlaf- 
calans,  being  willing  to  pay  a  compliment  to 
Cortes,  appeared  in  his  gayeft  accoutre- 
ments, and  performed  the  Indian  exercife  in 
the  moft  pompous  manner.  All  his  captains 
were  adorned  with  plumes  of  variegated  fea- 
thers, and  jewels  hanging  at  their  ears  and 
iips.  They  carried  their  two-handed  fwords  un- 
der the  left  arm,  with  the  point  upwards,  and 
each  was  attended  by  a  page,  who  carried  his 
fhield,  adorned  with  figures  expreffing  Ids  own 
achievements  in  war. 

The  general  foreieeing  the  difficulty  of  go- 
verning an  army  formed  of  lb  many  various  na- 
tions, without  rigid  dilcipline,  drew  up  feveral 
articles  of  war,  to  be  obferved  by  all  perfons  on 
pain  of  death.  Thefe  imported,  that  no  man 
fhould  draw  his  fword  againft  another,  either  ia 
quarters,  or  while  they  were  marching  :  that  no 
Spaniards  fhould  infult  a  confederate  Indian,  ei- 
ther in  word  or  action  :  that  no  man  fhould  vio- 
late or  abufe  a  woman,  though  belonging  to  the 
enemy  :  that  no  lbldier  fhould  quit  the  army  to 
go  in  fearch  of  plunder,  without  leave  afked  and 
obtained  •,  and  that  they  fhould  not  play  away 
their  horfes  or  arms.  He  alfo  prohibited  {wear- 
ing, blafphemy,  and  other  crimes,  on  pain  of 
infamy  and  degradation. 

Thefe  orders,  which  were  interpreted  to  the 
commanders  of  the  Indian  troops,  had  a  prodi- 
gious effect  in  reforming  their  dilcipline,  and 
after  a  few  examples  had  been  made,  they  con- 
ducted themfelves  with  the  greateft  circumfpec- 
tion  and  regularity. 

Cortes  having  made  thefe  prudent  regulations, 
and  provided  every  thing  for  his  march,  he  made 
a  fpeech  to  the  Spaniards,  who  were  drawn  up 
for  the  purpofe,  in  which  he  exhorted  them  to 
behave  kindly  to  the  pcor  Indians,  who  had  fo 
warmly  efpoufed  their  intereft.  He  explained 
the  important  nature  of  the  enterprize  in  which 
they  were  engaged  ;  declared  his  determination 
to  punifh  delinquents  with  all  the  rigour  of  mili- 
tary dilcipline  ;  put  them  in  mind  of  the  honour 
they  had  already  acquired  ;  reprefented  the  har- 
vefi  of  glory  that  lay  before  them,  and  folemnly 
declared  that  he  would,  upon  all  occafions,  reward 
fuperior  merit  to  the  utmoft  of  his  judgment  and 
ability. 

After  this  harangue,  which  was  received  with 
loud  peals  of  acclamation,  Cortes,  on  the  feaff. 
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of  Innocents,  in  the  year  1520,  put  himfelf  at 
the  head  of  the  army,  confifting  of  fixty  thou- 
sand men,  and  having  marched  eighteen  miles 
before  fun-let,  took  up  his  quarters  in  the  town 
of  Tezmcluca,  on  the  confines  of  Mexico,  un- 
der the  government  of  the  cacique  of  Guazo- 
cingo,  who  had  provided  plenty  of  provifions 
for  the  whole  army. 

They  advanced  into  the  enemy's  country  the 
next  day,  proceeding  with  the  utmoft  caution  ; 
and  being  told  that  the  Mexicans  were  affembled 
on  the  other  fide  of  a  mountain  of  difficult  paf- 
fage,  in  the  road  to  Tezeuco,  they  ftopt  for  the 
;t  in  the  open  fields,  making  large  fires  on 
account  of  the  fevere  cold. 

Early  in  the  morning  they  began  to  afcend 
the  mountain,  which  was  overgrown  with  wood  ; 
and  having  advanced  about  a  league,  they  found 
the  way  blocked  up  with  trees  laid  acrofsit,  and 
fharp  flakes  fixed  in  the  fand,  with  a  view  to 
wound  the  horfes  •,  but  thefe  obftrucfjons  were 
foon  removed  by  a  body  of  two  thoufand  Tlaf- 
calans, picked  for  that  iervicc ;  and  fmall  parties 
were  lent  out  to  guard  againfl  ambufcades.  Hav- 
ing marched  two  leagues  farther,  they  reached  the 
top  of  the  mountain,  from  whence  they  difco- 
vered  the  great  lake  of  Mexico,  a  fight  that  fil- 
led them  with  hope  and  indignation. 

They  now  faw  fires  fucceffively  kindled  in 
the  diftant  towns,  as  lignajs  of  their  approach* ; 
and  having  held  on  their  march  through  very 
difficult  roads,  till  they  got  clear  bf  the  woods, 
they  dilcovered,  at  a  great  diftahce^  the  army  of 
the  enemy,  which  filled  a  large  plain,  through 
which  ran  a  considerable  ftream  of  water,  col- 
lected from  the  neighbouring  hills,  and  over  it 
a  fmall  wooden  bridge  was  laid,  which  they  had 
left  as  a  decoy  for  the  Spaniards,  propofing  to 
attack  them  before  they  could  form  on  the 
other  fide.  However,  as  Cortes  advanced,  their 
refolution  failed  them,  and  they  gradually  re- 
tired from  the  pafs,  until  the  Spaniards  had 
partly  croffed  the  bridge  ;  and  twenty  horfe, 
with  a  body  of  Tlafcalans  being  detached  to 
keep  them  in  play,  they  betook  themfelves  to  a 
precipitate  flight,  feeking  fhelter  among  the 
rocks  and  mountains,  whither  Cortes  did  not 
think  proper  to  purfue  them,  it  being  of  more 
importance  to  him  to  poflefs  himfelf  of  Tezeuco 
without  lofs  of  time. 

The  troops  were  quartered  that  night  in  a 
place  within  nine  miles  of  Tezeuco  •,  and  as 
they  continued  their  march  the  next  day,  they 
difcovered  ten  unarmed  Indians  coming  towards 
them  in  hafte,  with  a  plate  of  gold  in  the  form 
of  a  flag,  faftened  to  the  top  of  a  lance,  as  a 
fignal  of  peace.  Thefe  were  ambafiadors  from 
the  cacique  of  Tezeuco,  who  lent  them  to  in- 
treat  Cortes  to  {pare  his  country  and  people, 
and  to  admit  him  into  the  number  of  his  con- 
federates ;  and  they  let  him  know  that  the  ca- 
cique had  provided  good  quarters  for  the  Spa- 
niards within  the  city,  and  that  his  allies  fhould 
be  properly  accommodated  with  every  thing  ne- 
ceffary,  without  the  walls. 

Cortes  examining  thefe  mefiengers  in  private, 
they  told  him  that  the  reigning  emperor  of  Mexi- 
co, had  threatened  their  prince  with  intolerable 


oppreffion  and  extortion,  becaufe  he  had  refufed 
to  vote  for  him  at  his  election  ■,  wherefore  he 
had  refolved  to  fue  for  the  protection  of  the  Spa- 
niards, in  order  to  fhelter  himfelf  and  his  Sub- 
jects from  the  tyranny  of  the  emperor. 

In  all  probability  this  cacique  was  the  fame 
Cacumazin,  who  had  been  deprived  of  his  office 
by  Motezuma,  and  reflored  by  the  new  emperor, 
on  account  of  his  inveterate  enmity  to  the  Spa- 
niards. And  this  appears  probable  from  the 
diftruft  of  Cortes,  who  immediately  affembled  a 
council  of  his  officers,  acquainted  them  with  the 
propofals  he  had  received,  and  his  doubts  re- 
specting the  fincerity  of  the  cacique  •,  in  confe- 
quence  of  which  it  was  determined  to  proceed 
with  the  utmoft  caution,  and  in  the  mean  time 
accept  the  offered  alliance  with  apparent  chear- 
fulnefs,  in  order  to  obtain  a  free  entrance  into 
the  town,where  they  might  be  upon  their  guard, 
and  take  fuch  mealures  as  the  occafion  fhould  re- 
quire. 

Cortes  therefore  difpatched  the  ambafiadors 
to  acquaint  their  prince,  that  he  accepted  his 
offers  with  thanks  ;  and  that  night  took  up  his 
quarters  in  a  village  near  the  town,  which  was 
deferred  by  its  inhabitants,  a  circumftance  that 
increafed  the  general's  fufpicion,  efpecially  as 
neither  the  cacique  nor  any  of  his  people  came 
out  to  congratulate  him  on  his  arrival. 

At  fun-rifing  the  general  made  proper  dilpo- 
fitions  for  attacking  the  town,  which  were,  how- 
ever, unneceffary  ;  for  he  found  the  gates  open, 
and  entering  without  refiftance,  he  advanced 
through  the  ftreets  in  order,  till  arriving  at  a 
large  fquare,  he  there  drew  up  the  greater  part 
of  his  men,  while  the  reft  took  pofleffion  of  the 
avenues. 

The  inhabitants,  who  crouded  together  in  fe- 
veral  places,  exhibited  all  the  figns  of  fear  and 
anxiety  •,  and  as  there  was  not  a  iingle  woman  to 
be  feen,  Cortes  now  no  longer  doubted  their 
having  formed  fome  hoftile  defign.  He  there- 
fore lent  Pedro  de  Alverado,  and  other  Spanifh 
officers,  with  a  body  of  Tlafcalans,  to  take  pof- 
feifion  of  the  principal  temple,  from  the  top  of 
which  they  law  great  numbers  of  the  inhabitants 
flying  from  the  city,  fome  by  land  to  the  moun- 
tains, and  others  in  canoes  to  Mexico. 

When  Cortes  enquired  for  the  cacique,  he 
was  told  that  he  had  fled  to  Mexico,  with  a  few 
followers  :  that  his  government  was  detefted  by 
the  nobility  and  people  in  general ;  and  that 
finding  on  the  return  of  his  ambafiadors  how 
ftrongly  Cortes  was  Supported  by  his  Indian  al- 
lies, he  was  afraid  to  carry  into  execution  a 
fcheme  that  he  had  formed  for  letting  the  Spa- 
niards into  the  city,  where  being  fecure  and  un- 
fufpecting,  he  propofed  to  have  them  deftroyed 
in  one  night  by  the  Mexicans,  whom  he  pro- 
mifed  to  admit  in  the  dark  for  that  pur- 
pofe. 

Cortes,  upon  hearing  this,  determined  to  con- 
ciliate the  affections  of  the  people,  by  prohibit- 
ing his  troops,  under  the  moft  fevere  penalties, 
to  plunder  or  commit  the  leaft  outrage  on  the 
inhabitants  :  and  he  quartered  all  the  Spaniards, 
and  part  of  the  Tlafcalans,  in  the  palace  of  the 
fugitive   cacique,  while  the  reft  fpent  the  night 
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in  the  neighbouring  ftreets,  without  entering  the 
houfes,  that  they  might  not  incommode  the 
people. 

Some  of  the  priefts  came  to  Cortes  the  next 
morning,  to  return  thanks  for  the  moderation 
with  which  they  had  been  treated,  to  offer  a  pe- 
tition in  behalf  of  their  gods,  and  to  beg  permif- 
fion  for  the  nobles  to  come  and  make  an  offer  of 
their  friendfhip  and  obedience.  Cortes  having 
readily  granted  this  requeft,  they  came  in  a 
proceflion,  headed  by  a  young  man  of  a  very 
genteel  appearance,  who  told  the  general  that  he 
and  his  friends  were  come  to  ferve  in  his  army, 
and  hoped  that  their  behaviour  would  entitle 
them  to  his  protection. 

Cortes,  charmed  with  the  deportment  of 
this  young  man,  embraced  him  in  an  affection- 
ate manner,  and  having  received  his  followers 
with  marks  of  refpect,  retired  to  an  apartment, 
where,  by  his  interpreters,  he  might  afk  them 
lb  me  neceffary  queftions  :  when  they  informed 
him  that  the  youth  who  had  firft  accofted  him, 
was  fon  to  the  elder  brother  of  Cacumazin,  and 
of  courfe  the  right  heir  to  the  crown,  which 
that  ufurper  had  poffeffed,  after  having  mur- 
dered the  lawful  fovereign  :  and  Cortes  learning 
from  their  difcourfe,  that  Cacumazin  was  odious 
to  the  people,  on  account  of  his  tyranny  and 
oppreffion,  determined  to  raife  this  young  prince 
to  the  throne  ;  who  was  accordingly  crowned 
with  great  folemnity  the  next  day,  amidll  the 
acclamations  of  the  people. 

The  city  was  immediately  re-peopled,  in  con- 
fequence  of  this  revolution,by  the  return  of  thole 
families  who  had  fled  to  the  mountains  :  the 
Mexicans  were  declared  enemies  to  the  city,  and 
the  inhabitants,  who  now  looked  upon  the  Spa- 
niards as  their  bell  benefactors,  readily  aflifted 
to  the  number  of  fix  or  feven  thoufand,  in  work- 
ing upon  the  canals  that  conveyed  the  waters  of 
the  lake  to  the  city,  in  order  to  make  them  wider 
and  deeper  for  the  reception  of  the  brigantines. 

In  order  to  facilitate  this  work,  in  which  the 
men  were  often  difturbed  by  canoes  from  Mexico, 
and  to  give  employment  to  the  Indian  allies, 
Cortes  determined  to  advance  with  part  of  his 
forces  to  the  city  of  Iztapalapa,  which  was 
lituated  fix  leagues  nearer  Mexico,  within  the 
lake,  the  water  of  which  was  brought  into  the 
town  by  trenches,  provided  with  flukes  to  be 
opened  or  fhut  as  occafion  lhould  require.  Ac- 
cordingly he  let  out  on  this  expedition  with 
three  hundred  Spaniards  and  ten  thoufand  Tlaf- 
calans,  leaving  the  military  government  of 
Tezueco  to  Gonzalo  de  Sandoval. 

They  began  their  march  by  the  caufeway, 
and  when  they  came  within  fight  of  Iztapalapa, 
they  were  oppofed  by  a  body  of  eight  thoufand 
Mexicans,  who  having  fought  for  fome  time 
with  great  bravery,  retired  into  the  city,  and 
throwing  themfelves  into  the  lake,  luddenly 
difappeared. 

Cortes  finding  the  gates  left  open,  entered 
the  city,  the  higheft  part  of  which  being  utterly 
abandoned,  he  there  propofed  to  take  up  his 
quarters  for  the  night  •,  but  juft  at  the  dole  of 
the  evening,  the  Spaniards  perceived  the  canals 
overflowing,  and   the  water  rujhing  upon  them 


from  the  fluices,  with  fuch  prodigious  impe- 
tuofity,  that  they  were  under  the  neceffity  of 
quitting  the  place  with  the  utmoft  expedition, 
or  the  whole  army  would  have  been  drowned. 

Cortes,  who  was  exceedingly  vexed  at  the 
fuccefs  of  this  ftratagem,  fpent  the  night  on  a 
little  rifing  ground,  where  the  troops  fuffered 
extremely  from  the  cold  weather,  and  the  wet- 
nefs  of  their  cloaths  :  and  at  break  of  day  he 
retreated  towards  Tezeuco,  making  the  men 
march  at  a  very  quick  pace,  that  they  might 
be  warmed  with  exercife  :  but  they  had  not 
proceeded  far,  when  they  faw  themfelves  pur- 
lued  by  a  prodigious  number  of  the  enemy,  fo 
that  they  were  under  the  neceffity  of  facing 
about,  in  order  to  fuftain  the  attack,  which 
at  firft  was  very  violent,  but  being  foon  repulied 
with  confiderable  lols,  the  army  continued 
their  march  •,  but  notwithftanding  this  check, 
the  Mexicans  rallied  their  forces,  and  twice  re- 
turned to  the  charge,  by  which  they  loft  above 
fix  thoufand  men  :  nor  did  they  quit  the  field 
till  Cortes  approached  near  to  Tezeuco,  when 
they  left  the  victory  to  the  Spaniards,  who 
loft  not  one  man,  though  many  of  the  ibldiers 
were  wounded,  and  one  horfe  was  fo  covered 
with  arrows,  that  he  but  juft  lived  to  bring  off 
his  rider. 

While  Cortes  remained  at  Tezeuco,  he  was 
vifited  by  many  of  the  neighbouring  caciques, 
who  came  to  unite  with  him  againft  the  emperor 
of  Mexico  ;  and  among  others,  deputies  arrived 
in  great  hafte  from  the  provinces  of  Chalco 
and  Otumba,  folliciting  affiftance  againft  a 
numerous  army  of  Mexicans,  who  were  arrived 
upon  the  frontiers,  and  threatned  to  deftroy  them 
for  having  entered  into  an  alliance  with  the 
Spaniards. 

Cortes,  refolving  to  protect  his  allies,  and 
prevent  the  enemy  from  gaining  a  poll  by  which 
they  might  cut  oft"  his  communication  with 
Tlalcala,  detached  Gonzalo  de  Sandoval,  and 
Francilco  de  Lugo,  with  two  hundred  Spaniards, 
fifteen  horfe,  and  a  body  of  Tlafcalans. 
Thefe  were  attacked  in  their  march,  by  a  body 
of  Mexicans,  who  lay  in  ambulcade  -,  but 
though  they  were  eafily  routed,  they  affembled 
a  very  formidable  army  in  another  part  of 
the  road,  where  they  refojved  to  give  the  Spa- 
niards battle. 

Sandoval  and  Lugo  being  informed  of  their 
defign,  advanced  in  exact  order,  and  the  Mexi- 
cans milling  upon  them  in  a  furious  and  difor- 
derly  manner,  met  with  fuch  a  warm  reception 
from  the  fire-arms  and  crols-bows,  as  checked 
their  career  ;  then  the  horfe  advancing,  made 
room  for  the  infantry  and  Tlafcalans,  who 
fcon  threw  the  multitude  into  confufion,  and 
being  attacked  in  the  rear  at  the  fame  time 
by  the  troops  of  Chalco  and  Otumba,  they 
were  totally  defeated  with  a  dreadful  (laughter. 
Eight  of  the  chief  perfons  in  the  Mexican  army 
were  taken  prilbners,  after  which  the  victorious 
army  palled  the  night  in  the  city  of  Chalco, 
where  they  were  entertained  with  great  hoipita- 
lity. 

The  old  enmity  between  the  Chalquefe  and 
the   Tlafcalans    was   now  forgotten,    and   the 
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Spanifli  captains  laid  hold  of  this  favourable  op- 
portunity to  mediate  a  treaty  of  peace  between 
the  two  nations,  which  was  afterwards  ratified  by 
die  fenate  of  Tlafcala. 

A  happy  period  being  thus  put.  to  the  ex- 
pedition, Sandoval  and  Lugo  returned  to  Te- 
zeuco,  where  they  met  with  particular  marks 
of  the  approbation  of  Cortes,  who  directing  the 
eight  Mexican  prifoners  to  be  brought  before 
him,  received  them,  in  the  midft  of  all  his  cap- 
tains, with  an  air  of  great  feverity,  while  they  ap- 
proached with  fymptoms  of  extreme  terror  and 
confufion,  to  fuffer  that  punifhment  which  they 
thought  inevitable:  but  he  informed  them  by 
his  interpreters,  that  though  it  was  in  his  power 
to  retort  upon  them,  the  barbarous  cruel; ies  they 
had  exerclfed  on  his  people,  he  would  con- 
vince them  that  the  Spaniards  equally  excelled 
them  in  generofity  and  valour,  and  that  he  would 
give  them  both  life  and  liberty  if  they  would 
promife,  upon  their  honour,  to  tell  the  prince  in 
his  name,  that  he  was  coming  to  demand  fatis- 
faction  for  their  prefidious  attack  upon  him  in 
hks  from  Mexico,  contrary  to  the  treaty 

which  they  themfelves  had  propoled  and  con- 
firmed ;  but  chiefly  to  revenge  the  death  of 
Motezuma,  whom  they  had  barbaroufly  mur- 
dered ;  that  his  army  being  now  increafed,  not 
onlv  by  a  number  of  invincible  Spaniards,  but 
alio  by  numerous  warlike  nations  that  detefted 
the  Mexican  name,  he  would  fpeedily  leek  the 
emperor  in  the  midft  of  the  court,  lay  the  city 
in  afhes,  and  drown  his  very  remembrance  in 
the  blood  of  his  people,  unlefs  he  would  im- 
mediately deprecate  his  wrath,  and  fue  for  a 
peace,  which  fhould  be  granted  on  reafonable 
conditions. 

Cortes  having  thus  delivered  his  fentiments, 
ordered  the  prisoners  to  be  unchained,  and  ac- 
commodated with  a  boat  to  carry  them  to 
Mexico  by  water  :  on  which  they  threw  them- 
leives  at  Ids  feet,  and  promifed  not  only  to  ac- 
quaint the  emperor  with  his  overtures,  but  to  ufe 
their  beft  endeavours  to  bring  about  an  ac- 
commodation :  but  they  never  returned  with 
any  anfwer,  nor  indeed  did  Cortes  believe  that 
this  part  of  his  behaviour  would  have  any  other 
effect,  than  iuftifying  the  war  he  had  undertaken 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Indians,  and  raifing  their 
idea  of  his  clemency. 

About  this  time  Cortes  received  advice  from 
Martin  Lopez,  that  the  brigantines  being  corn- 
pleated,  he  would  foon  let  forward  with  them  •, 
the  republic  of  Tlafcala  having  provided  ten 
ihouland  tamenes,  or  carriers,  and  two  thou- 
land  to  relieve  fuch  as  fhould  tire,  exclufive  of 
thofe  who  were  appointed  to  carry  the  ammu- 
nition and  provifions,  and  twenty  thoufand 
ioldiers  who  waited  this  opportunity  to  join 
the  army  •,  but  that  he  would  wait  in  the  laft 
town  belonging  to  the  diftrict  of  Tlalcala,  for 
a  convoy  of  Spaniards,  as  he  thought  it 
would  be  imprudent  to  march  through  the 
Mexican  territories  without  any  other  protec- 
tion than  that  of  the  allied  Indians. 

A  general  joy  was   diffufed  throughout  the 

army   by   this   news,    and  Cortes    immediately 

ordered  Gcnzalo  de   Sandoval   to    march   with 

two    hundred    Spaniards,    fifteen     horfe,    and 
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fome  companies  of  Tlafcalans,  towards  the 
confines  of  the  republic,  to  meet  Lopez  and 
conduct  him  with  his  materials  to  Tezeuco. 

Accordingly  this  officer  fet  out,  and  halted  one 
day  in  his  route  at  Zulepeque,  a  fmall  town 
that  refilled  to  fubmit,  and  was  the  very  place 
where  the  Spaniards  were  murdered  in  their  way 
from  Vera  Cruz  to  Mexico  ;  for  which  reafon 
he  had  orders  to  chaftife  and  reduce  the  inha- 
bitants ;  who  no  fooner  perceived  the  detach- 
ment, than  they  abandoned  the  place,  and  fled 
to  the  mountains,  whither  a  few  Spaniards  and 
four  companies  of  Tlafcalans  puriued  them. 
Sandoval  entering  the  town,  found  thefe  words 
written  upon  a  wall  with  charcoal.  "In  this  houf& 
"  the  unhappy  Juan  Jufte  was  taken,  with 
"  many  others  his  companions  ;"  and  afterwards 
the  heads  of  thofe  Spaniards,  dried,  to  preferve 
them  from  putrefaction,  were  found  in  one  of 
the  temples. 

This  fliocking  fpectacle  infpired  the  beholders 
with  rage,  and  Sandoval  determined  to  punifli 
the  authors  of  fuch  diabolical  cruelty,  in  the 
moil  exemplary  manner ;  when  the  companies 
he  had  fent  in  purluit  of  the  fugitives,  returned 
with  a  great  number  of  men,  women  and  chil- 
dren,  having  killed  upon  the  mountains  all  thofe 
who  refilled  to  furrender. 

Thefe  miferable  wretches,  already  half  dead 
with  fear,  teftified  their  forrow,  and  implored 
the  mercy  of  the  Spaniards  by  tears  and  out- 
cries, fo  that  they  were  foon  moved  to  com- 
paflion.  Sandoval  gave  his  officers  a  hint  to 
intercede  with  him  in  their  behalf,  that  they  might 
fet  the  greater  value  upon  their  pardon,  which 
he  at  length  granted,  and  received  the  fubmif- 
fion  of  the  cacique  and  principal  inhabitants, 
who  from  that  time  forwards  adhered  to  the 
Spaniards  in  the  ftriileft  manner. 

The  wretched  remains  of  the  murdered  Spa- 
niards being  decently  interred,  Sandoval  pro- 
ceeded on  his  march  to  the  frontiers  of  Tlafcala, 
where  he  was  joyfully  received  by  Martin 
Lopez,  and  a  young  officer  named  Chicheme- 
cal,  who  commanded  the  Tlafcalan  reinforce- 
ment, and  could  fcarcely  be  prevailed  upon  to 
wait  for  the  Spanifli  detachment,  fo  greatly  was 
he  inflamed  with  the  defire  of  fignalizing  him- 
lelf  againft  the  Mexicans. 

Sufficient  time  having  been  allotted  for  the 
reft  and  refrefhment  of  the  men,  Sandoval  made 
the  proper  difpofitions  for  marching  back  to 
Tezeuco,  and  Chichemecal  being  ftationed  in 
the  rear,  was  fo  incenied  at  the  fuppofed  affront, 
that  he  could  hardly  be  prevailed  upon  to  pro- 
ceed till  Sandoval  offered  to  march  along  with 
him. 

The  vanguard  was  compofed  of  part  of  the 
Spaniards  and  Tlafcalans  who  came  from  Te~ 
zeuco  ■,  the  carriers  marching  in  rank  and  file 
with  their  burdens,  and  properly  fecured  on  the 
flanks,  conftituted  the  main  body-,  and  the  new 
reinforcement  brought  up  the  rear.  In  this 
order  they  proceeded  through  the  Mexican 
territories,  unmolefted  by  the  enemy,  different 
bodies  of  whom  frequently  appeared  on  the 
hills  at  a  diftance. 

On  their  approaching  Tezeuco  they  were 
met   by  Cortes  and  the  cacique  of  that  city, 

who 
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who  came  out  with  joy  to  receive  them  •,  when 
they  made  their  entrance  together,  amidft  the 
acclamations  of  the  people  and  the  whole 
army  •,  and  the  planks,  iron-work  and  other 
materials,  were  ftored  feperately  in  a  large 
work  houfe  prepared  for  that  purpole  near  the 
canals. 

Martin  Lopez  having  informed  Cortes  that 
the  veffels  could  not  be  compleated  in  lefs  than 
twenty  days,  he  relolved  to  employ  that  time 
in  reconnoitring  the  country  about  the  lake,  fe- 
curing  proper  pofts  fo  as  to  prevent  the  enemy 
from  receiving  fuccours,  and  doing  them  other 
damage  as  opportunity  might  offer. 

While  he  was  employed  in  making  prepara- 
tiens  for  this  excurfion,  Chichemecal  defired 
an  audience,  in  which  he  complained  of  hav- 
ing lain  totally  inactive  for  the  fpace  of  five 
whole  days,  and  begged  to  be  inftantly  employ- 
ed in  fome  fervice  in  which  he  might  exerciie 
his  capacity  and  courage.  Cortes  told  him 
with  an  air  of  raillery,  that  he  fhould  foon  have 
an  opportunity  of  trying  his  ardour  in  an  ex- 
pedition of  fome  importance,  and  that  he  him- 
felf  would  accompany  him,  and  bear  witnefs  to 
his  exploits. 

Leaving  the  government  of  Tezeuco,  and 
the  care  of  forwarding  the  brigantines  to 
Sandoval,  he,  with  Alverado  and  De  Olid,  put 
himfelf  at  the  head  of  a  detachment  confiding 
of  two  hundred  and  fifty  Spaniards,  twenty 
horfe,  a  numerous  body  of  the  nobles  of  Te- 
zeuco-, fifteen  thoufand  Tlafcalans  under  the 
command  of  Chichemecal,  and  about  five  thou- 
fand commanded  by  Xicotental,  and  began  his 
march  towards  Yaltocan,  a  town  five  leagues 
from  Tezeuco,  fituated  upon  one  of  the  little 
lakes  which  difcharge  themfelves  into  the  great 
lake  of  Mexico ;  refolving  to  reduce  the  place, 
and  chaftife  the  inhabitants,  who  had  returned 
an  infolent  anfwer,  and  even  wounded  the  mef- 
fengers  whom  he  had  lately  fent  to  require  their 
obedience,  and  to  offer  them  terms  of  peace. 
At  a  fmall  diftance  from  the  town,  he  found 
the  Mexicans  drawn  up  in  order  of  battle ;  but 
after  one  difcharge  of  the  crofs-bows  and  fire- 
arms, the  horfe  rufhing  in  among  them,  threw 
them  into  diforder,  and  they  were  totally  routed 
with  a  great  fiaughter :  fome  threw  themfelves 
into  the  lake,  fome  were  taken  prilbners  and 
fent  in  fetters  to  Tezeuco,  but  the  greater  part 
of  them  fled  to  the  mountains. 

Cortes  deferring  the  afiault  upon  the  town 
till  the  next  day,  they  pafied  the  night  in  fome 
houfes  near  the  field  of  battle  ;  but  the  next 
morning  they  found  the  enterprize  more  diffi- 
cult than  had  been  imagined ;  for  the  town 
was  fituated  in  the  lake  and  wholly  furrounded 
with  water,  and  the  bridge  or  caufeway  being 
deftroyed,  it  would  have  been  found  utterly 
impracticable  to  carry  the  place,  had  not  one 
of  the  Indians  of  Tezeuco  informed  Cortes  that 
the  lake  was  fordable  at  a  little  diftance  ;  upon 
which  he  ordered  two  companies  of  Spaniards 
and  a  considerable  number  of  the  allies  to  pafs 
over,  which  they  performed  in  the  face  of  the 
enemy,  who  refolutely  defended  the  pafiage  with 
their  flings  and  arrows,  obliging  every  man  to 
fight,  while  he  was  up  to  the  middle  in  water ; 


but  when  the  Mexicans  were  repulfed  from  the 
fhore,  and  faw  the  aflailants  forming  them- 
felves in  a  plain  near  the  town,  they  haftily 
retired  to  their  canoes,  leaving  the  place  un- 
guarded, which  the  Spaniards  entered  without 
oppofition. 

Cortes  now  permitted  the  foldiers  to  pillage 
the  town,  as  a  puniihment  to  the  inhabitants, 
but  as  they  had  taken  away  the  greater  part 
of  their  effects,  nothing  was  found  but  a 
few  jewels  which  the  owners  had  neglect- 
ed to  conceal,  a  quantity  of  cotton  cloths, 
and  fome  loads  of  fait  and  corn,  which  laft  articles 
were  fent  to  the  army.  The  officers  having 
(tt  fire  to  the  principal  temples,  with  a  view  to 
ftrike  terror  into  the  fugitives,  and  be  a  warn- 
ing to  the  neighbouring  towns,  they  repaffed 
the  ford,  and  the  army  continuing  its  march, 
they  found  leveral  towns  fituated  upon  the  lake, 
in  each  of  which  places  Cortes  lodged  one 
night,  in  order  to  make  proper  obierva- 
tions,  and  afterwards  quitted  them,  without 
fuffering  any  damage  to  be  done  to  the  build- 
ings, that  the  Indians  might  fee  that  unlefs  he 
met  with  oppofition,  he  never  behaved  in  a  ri- 
gorous manner. 

Cortes  now  marched  towards  Tacuba,  which 
being  nearer  Mexico  than  any  town  upon  the 
lake,  was  a  place  of  great  importance ;  but  he 
had  no  defign  of  reducing  it  at  prefent,  his  in- 
tention being  only  to  take  a  view  of  it,  that  he 
might  the  better  judge  how  to  attack  it  at  a 
more  proper  time.  When  he  approached  the 
town  he  difcovered  a  prodigious  number  of  the 
enemy  drawn  up  in  order  of  battle,  who  inftant- 
ly attacked  him  in  the  molt  refolut£  manner ; 
but  after  a  number  of  ineffectual  efforts,  they 
turned  their  backs,  and  many  of  them  were 
flain  in  the  flight.  The  Spaniards  remained  all 
night  in  the  field  of  battle,  and  next  morning 
they  were  again  attacked  by  the  enemy,  who 
being  ealily  routed,  and  flying  into  the  town, 
many  of  the  Spaniards  and  allies  entered  with 
them,  and  continued  the  fight  within  the  city, 
till  the  evening,  when  the  general  ordered 
them  to  be  called  back,  having  firft  directed 
them  to  fet  fire  to  fome  houfes,  that  the  enemy 
being  employed,  the  Spaniards  might  retreat 
without  oppofition. 

During  five  days  that  Cortes  remained  in  this 
place,  he  was  frequently  attacked  by  the  Indians, 
who  were  conftantly  driven  back  to  the  city  with 
confiderable  lofs  ;  from  which  he  began  to  hope 
that  he  fhould  be  able  to  carry  the  town,  when 
the  garrifon  was  wafted  by  thefe  conftant  fallies. 
At  length  he  difcovered  a  large  body  of  Mexi- 
cans, advancing  on  the  caufewav,  and  having 
allowed  part  of  them  to  pafs  and  draw  up  on  the 
main"  land,  he  charged  them  with  great  fury, 
when  after  a  flight  refiftance  they  fled  towards 
the  caufeway,  and  he  purfuing  with  great  preci- 
pitation, fell  into  the  fnare  they  had  laid  for 
him  •,  for  his  troops  were  no  lboner  cronded  on 
this  narrow  pavement,  than  the  Mexicans  faced 
about  to  keep  them  in  action,  while  a  prodi- 
gious number  of  canoes  failed  out  of  Mexico, 
and  invefted  both  fides  of  the  caufeway  ;  fo  that, 
the  Spaniards  were  at  once  attacked  in  front,  flank 
and  rear  ;  and  to  add  to  the  danger  of  their  litua- 
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rion,  the  afiuilants  were  armed  with  long  fpears, 
pointed  with  the  fwords  of  the  unfortunate 
fojdiers  who  had  been  killed  and  taken  in  their 
retreat  from  Mexico. 

Cortes,  in  this  emergency,  formed  a  front 
every  way ,  making  great  havock  among 
the  Mexicans,  and  at  length  brought  off  his 
troops  with  little  lofs,  though  many  of  them 
were  wounded, and  a  pair  of  colours  in  imminent 
<langer  of  being  taken :  for  Juan  Volante,  an 
enlign,  being  puihed  into  the  lake  in  the  heat 
of  the  engagement,  was  feized  by  the  Mexicans, 
who  put  him  into  a  canoe,  propofing  to  carry 
him  alive  to  the  emperor  :  but  when  he  was  at  a 
dittance  from  the  other  canoes,  he  recovered 
his   arms,    flew   thofe  who  guarded   him,    and 
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throwing  himfelf  into   the  lake, 
with  his  colours. 

The  general  being  now  convinced  of  the 
difficulty  of  reducing  Tacuba,  defifted  from  the 
entcrprize,  and  returned  to  Tezeuco,  where 
he  was  vifited  by  the  caciques  of  feveral  towns 
on  the  north  fide  of  the  lake,  who  came  to 
offer  their  alliance  •,  and  he  had  now  the  pleafure 
of  hearing  that  a  fhip  was  arrived  at  Vera  Cruz, 
containing  a  confiderable  quantity  of  arms,  am- 
munition, and  other  neceflaries,  with  a  perfon 
on  board  named  Julian  de  Alderete,  who  came 
as  treafurer  to  the  Kiag  ;  alfo  feveral  Spanifh  fol- 
diers  of  diftinclion,  who  immediately  marched 
to  Tlafcala,  where  they  were  provided  with  an 
efcorte  that  conducted  them  to  Tezeuco. 


CHAP. 


IX. 


Cortes  fubdues  feveral  towns;  is  taken  prifoner,  but  fet  at  liberty  by  the  valour  of  Chrijloval 
de  Olid;  a  plot  again/I  the  life  of  Cortes  difcovered,  and  the  principal  confpirator  hanged ; 
Xicotental  leaves  Cortes,  but  is  purfued  and  killed ;  the  brigantines  launched  upon  the  lake, 
and  attacked  by  four  thoufand  canoes,  mojl  of  which  are  defrayed ;  the  lake  entirely  cleared 
of  the  enemy  ;  Cortes  offers  peace  to  the  emperor,  but  his  priejls  prevent  his  accepting  it ; 
Mexico  is  blocked  up,  andfuffers  greatly  by  famine  ;  the  Spaniards  effecl  a  lodgement  in  the 
city  ;  the  emperor  and  emprefs  feized  in  attempting  to  efcape  ;  the  city  fur  renders,  and  the 
•whole  empire  acknowledges  the  fovereignty  of  the  King  of  Spain. 


againft 


attacked  fword  in 
at   length   repulfed 


MESSENGERS  arrived  about  this 
time  from  the  caciques  of  Chalco  and 
Thumanalco,  demanding  aid  of  Cortes 
a  numerous  army  of  Mexicans,  which 
was  aflembled  to  punifli  thofe  towns  that  ad- 
hered to  the  Spaniards  •,  on  which  he  fent  San- 
doval againft  them  with  three  hundred  Spa- 
niards, twenty  horie,  and  a  confiderable  body  of 
Tlafcalans. 

The  Mexicans  had  intrenched  themfelves  in 
fome  hollow  ways,  where  the  horie  being  unable 
to  come  at  them,  they  were 
hand  by  the  infantry,  who 
them,  but  not  without  great  difficulty  ■  but 
foon  after  their  retreat,  another  body  of  fifteen 
thouiand  advanced  in  good  order,  with  their 
fliells  blowing  and  drums  beating  -,  but  tliefe 
met  with  fo  warm  a  reception  from  the  fire-arms 
and  horfe,  that  they  were  foon  routed,  and  fled 
in  great  confufion  to  the  town  of  Guaftepeque  ; 
but  the  Spaniards  entering  at  the  fame  time,  di- 
vided themfelves  into  feveral  ftreets,  and  con- 
tinued the  fight  fo  refolutely,  that  the  Mexicans 
abandoned  the  town  with  great  lofs. 

Sandoval  pafied  the  night  in  this  place,  which 
he  allowed  the  lbldiers  to  plunder,  but  the  caci- 
que and  principal  inhabitants  foon  coming  to 
make  their  fubmiflion,  and  laying  the  whole 
blame  on  the  Mexicans,  he  took  them  into  his 
protection. 

The  next  morning  he  received  information 
that  the  Mexicans  who  had  efcaped  from  the 
two  laft  battles,  were  aflembled  at  Capiftlan, 
two  leagues  from  Guaftepeque  ;  whereupon  he 


immediately  marched  to  that  town,  which  be- 
ing fituated  on  the  top  of  a  high  rock,  was  very 
difficult  of  accefs.     The  Mexicans,  who  covered 
the  whole  eminence,  trufting  to  their  fituation, 
provoked  the  Spaniards  by  their  reproaches  ;  and 
in  fact   the  enterprize  was  thought  fo  difficult, 
that   when  Sandoval  ordered  the  troops  of  Tlaf- 
cala and  Chalco  to  advance,  as  being  accuftom- 
ed  to  thofe  rugged  paifes,  they  did   not  obey 
him  with   their   ufual   alacrity  ;  till   perceiving 
their   backwardnefs,  he   put  himfelf  at  the  head 
of  the  Spaniards,  and  began  to  mount  the  hill : 
the  Indian  allies  were  animated  to   fuch  a  de- 
gree by  this   example,  that   they  clambered  up 
the  rock   with   furprizing  intrepidity,  while  the 
Mexicans   continued   to  fhower  down  darts  and 
arrows,  and   to  roll  large  ftones  againft  the  in- 
vaders :  but  at  length  obferving  how  little  their 
fituation   availed  them,  they  retired  with  marks 
of  defpondence  into  the  town,  from  which  they 
were  driven  to  the  very  edge  of  the  precipice, 
and   all  who   did   not  throw  themfelves  down, 
were  ftabbed   on  the  fpot>,    fo   that  ftreams  of 
blood  flowed  into  the  river  that  ran  at  the  bot- 
tom of  the  rock. 

Sandoval,  whofe  armour  during  the  engage- 
ment was  ftiattered  to  pieces,'  having  in  three 
vict ories  deftroyed  the  Mexican  army  to  a  man, 
began  his  retreat  the  next  day  towards  Tezeuco  j 
and  he  was  no  fooner  gone,  than  the  emperor 
of  Mexico  ordered  a  new  army  to  march,  over 
whom  theChalquefesobtainedacompleat  victory, 
after  a  defperate  battle,  in  which  great  numbers 
were  flain  on  both  fides. 

The 
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The  brigantines  being  yet  unfinifhed,  Cortes 
determined  to  penetrate  in  perfon  as  far  as 
Suchimilco,  a  town  upon  the  lake,  fumifhed 
with  a  broad  caufeway,  which  joined  thofe  that 
led  to  Mexico,  that  he  might  animate  the  peo- 
ple of  Chalco,  who  were  apprehenfive  of  new 
invafions  :  and  indeed  this  was  a  very  feaion- 
able  relief  to  the  Chalquefes,  who  had  difcover- 
ed  on  the  fide  of  Suchimilco,  a  new  army  of 
Mexicans,  who  threatened  to  ravage  and  fub- 
due  the  whole  country.  The  confedrate  caci- 
ques we:e  already  afTembled  in  the  city  of  Chal- 
co, to  deliberate  on  meafures  for  defending  them- 
felves  againft  this  formidable  armament,  when 
the  unexpected  arrival  of  Cortes  filled  the  city 
with  gratitude  and  joy. 

Cortes  being  informed  by  the  Indian  fcouts, 
that  the  Mexicans  had  taken  polfieffion  of  fome 
almoft  inacceffible  mountains  on  the  way  to 
Suchimilco,  and  a  large  reinforcement  of  the 
allies  having  joined  his  army,  he  immediately 
marched  to  a  town  which  he  found  deferted  by  its 
inhabitants,  in  which  he  paffed  the  night.  Early 
the  next  morning,  as  he  entered  the  mountainous 
country  by  a  narrow  and  difficult  path  between 
two  ridges  of  rocks,  the  Mexicans  fhewed  them- 
felves  on  the  tops  of  the  eminences  on  each 
fide :  and  the  army  marched  ilowly  on  till  they 
arrived  at  an  opening,  where  the  general  order- 
ed the  men  to  be  formed,  and  to  attack  a  con- 
fiderable  fortrefs  fituated  on  the  top  of  a  rock, 
where  the  enemy  appeared  in  great  numbers, 
infulting  the  Spaniards. 

On  this  occafion,  Cortes,  yeilding  to  the  im- 
pulfe  of  his  paffion,  without  flaying  to  choofe 
the  leaft  difficult  path,  ordered  Pedro  de  Barba 
and  Bernal  Diaz  de  Caftillo  to  begin  the  attack, 
with  twocompaniesof  mufqueteers  and  crofs-bows. 
At  firft  the  Mexicans  retired  in  feeming  confu- 
fion  ;  but  when  the  Spaniards  had  mounted  to 
the  moll  dangerous  part  of  the  precipice,  they 
returned  with  horrible  outcries,  tumbling:  down 
a  dreadful  torrent  of  flones  and  pieces  of  the 
rock,  which  bore  every  thing  before  them. 

Cortes  now  feeing  the  impoffibility  of  fucceed- 
ing,  and  the  imminent  danger  to  which  his  men 
e  expofcd,  gave  orders  for  a  retreat,  which 
they  effected  with  the  lofs  of  four  Spaniards  killed 
on  the  ipot,  and  a  confiderable  number  wounded, 
among  whom  was  the  commander  Pedro  de 
Barba. 

Cortes,  extremely  mortified  at  this  difgrace, 
which  his  own  imprudence  had  occafioned,  now 
ordered  the  army  to  march,  laying  open  his 
flanks  in  order  to  allure  the  Mexicans  ;  but  on  a 
hidden  he  turned  fhort  upon  them,  but  was  un- 
able to  do  them  much  damage,  on  account  of 
the  thicknefs  of  the  woods  and  the  fwiftnefs  of 
their  flight  :  at  the  fame  time  thofe  above  for- 
fook  their  fortification,  and  followed  the  Spa- 
niards at  a  diflance  on  the  tops  of  the  mountains. 
Cortes  having  proceeded  a  league  and  a  half, 
faw  another  fortrefs  of  the  fame  kind,  ganifoned 
by  the  enemy,  which  he  did  not  think  proper  to 
attack,  but  encamped  near  a  forfaken  village 
top  of  an  eminence. 

In  the  morning  the  general  reconnoitring  the 
enemy's   poll,    obferved    an   eminence    within 


mufket-fhot,  which  they  had  neglected  to  oc- 
cupy. This  being  mftantly  feized  by  Verdugo 
Barba  and  Alderete,  with  mufketeers,  they  made 
fuch  a  fire  upon  the  Mexicans,  that,  terrified  at 
the  unexpected  difcharge,  they  immediately  re- 
tired to  a  town  adjoining  to  the  fortrefs,  from 
whence  they  fled  to  the  more  diflant  parts  of  the 
country. 

The  town  and  fort  being  thus  abandoned,  fe- 
vcral  women  appeared  on  the  hill,  wavin^white 
cloths  in  token  of  peace  ;  and  the  cacique  com- 
ing down,  affured  Cortes,  that  both  he  and  his 
people  were  unconcerned  in  the  hoflilities  com- 
mitted by  the  Mexicans,  and  that  he  fubmitted 
the  town  and  fort  to  the  jurildiclion  of  the  Spa- 
niards, who  thereupon  took  polfeflion  of  it  in 
the  name  of  Charles  the  fifth. 

The  army  now  marche  on  to  Guaflepeque,  but 
before  they  reached  that  town,  the  cacique,  at- 
tended by  the  principal  inhabitants,  came  out 
to  meet  Cortes,  and  invited  him  and  the  reft  of 
the  Spaniards  to  lodge  in  his  palace,  which  for 
elegance  misfit  have  vied  even  with  thofe  of 
Motezuma,  and  was  furniihed  with  fo  large  and 
delightful  a  garden,  as  filled  the  Spaniards  with 
admiration. 

But  they  had  not  much  time  to  enjoy  the 
beauties  of  this  place,  for  Ccrtes  having  intelli- 
gence that  the  enemy  had  halted  at  Quiflavaca, 
in  order  to  diipute  his  paffage  over  a  hollow  way 
filled  with  water,  he  ordered  the  army  to  march 
for  that  town.  The  Mexicans  had  cut  down 
the  bridges,  and  covered  the  banks  with  fuch  a 
number  of  men,  that  the  pafi'age  appeared  to 
be  impracticable  ;  but  Cortes  plied  the  enemy 
with  fire-aims  and  arrows,  and  ordered  fome 
bridges  to  be  made  of  long  trees,  which  being 
laid  acrofs  at  a  narrow  part  of  the  chafm,  afford- 
ed a  paffage  for  the  infantry.  Here  however, 
they  were  attacked  with  fuch  fury  that  they 
could  hardly  keep  their  ground,  and  were  in  the 
utmoft  danger,  when  Cortes,  Olid,  Alverado, 
and  Tapia  came  to  their  affiflance  with  the  horfe, 
which,  with  great  difficulty  they  had  brought 
over. 

Thefe,  together  with  fome  Spaniards  and 
Tlafcalans,  who  croffed  at  a  third  place,  charged 
the  Mexicans  with  fuch  impetuous  valour,  that 
they  were  inflantly  difordered,  routed  and  pur- 
ified to  the  mountains  with  great  flaug-hter  ;  and 
the  town,  being  abandoned  by  the  inhabitants, 
was  plundered  by  the  foldiers. 

Cortes  took  the  road  to  Suchimilco  early  the 
next  morning,  and  during  that  day  had  a  fatigu- 
ing march,  through  a  long  defile,  and  a  dry 
barren  country,  where  the  foldiers  were  greatly 
diflreffed  for  want  of  water.  At  night  they 
lodged  in  fome  houfes  near  the  road,  and  at 
day-break,  Cortes  drew  up  his  men  in  order  of 
battle,  and  continued  his  march,  expecting  to 
meet  with  ftrong  oppofition  ;  and  as  he  ap- 
proached the  place,  he  perceived  the  Mexicans 
drawn  up  in  a  plain  that  fkirted  the  town,  with 
a  large  and  rapid  river  in  the  front,  the  banks  of 
which  they  had  double  lined  with  foldiers,  while 
their  main  body  was  placed  to  defend  a  bridge 
which  they  had  barricadoed  with  planks  and 
fafcines. 

Cortes 
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Cortes  having  extended  the  troops  of  the 
allies  along  the  fide  of  the  river  to  keep  the  ene- 
my in  play,  ordered  the  Spaniards  to  advance 
and  attack  the  bridge,  which  they  at  length 
gained,  after  having  been  twice  repulfed  ■,  and 
the  Mexicans  were  io  diicou raged  at  the  lofs  of 
it,  that  they  began  to  fly  in  great  difordcr  •, 
when  the  Spaniards  immediately  forming  on  the 
ground  which  the  Mexicans  had  quitted,  and 
being  joined  by  fome  bodies  of  the  allies  who 
had  fwam  over  the  river,  advanced  towards  the 
Mexicans  who  had  halted  near  the  town,  and 
charged  them  with  fuch  fury  that  they  retired 
into  the  city,  at  the  gates  of  which  prodigious 
numbers  were  flain. 

Cortes,  leaving  part  of  his  troops  to  fecure  a 
retreat,  followed  the  fugitives,  and  ordering 
fome  companies  to  fcour  the  ftreets  to  the  right 
and  left,  advanced  to  the  principal  avenue, 
which  was  defended  by  the  greateft  force  of  the 
enemy.  This  he  furmounted  with  fome  diffi- 
culty, and  impelled  by  his  innate  valour,  rufhed 
forwards  into  the  midll  of  the  multitude,  by 
whom  he  was  inftantly  furrounded,  and  his  re- 
treat cut  off. 

Thus  fituated,  he  performed  wonders  of  va- 
lour, till  his  horfe  falling,  he  was  overpowered 
and  feized,  and  nothing  laved  his  life  but  the 
earneft  defire  of  the  Mexicans  to  carry  him  alive 
as  a  prefent  to  the  emperor :  but  before  they 
could  carry  him  off,  Chriftoval  dc  Olid,  a  foldier 
of  lingular  courage,  feeing  the  diftrefs  of  his 
general,  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  fome  Tlaf- 
calans  who  were  fighting  near  him,  and  forced 
his  way  to  the  fpot,  where,  with  his  own  hand, 
he  flew  the  Mexicans  who  had  feized  Cortes, 
who  having  thus  regained  his  liberty  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  only  two  flight  wounds,  pufhed  the 
enemy  fo  vigoroufly,  that  they  retired  to  that 
part  of  the  city  which  was  built  in  the  water, 
leaving  the  Spaniards  in  pofieflion  of  all  the 
ftreets  upon  the  firm  land. 

During  this  engagement  in  the  town,  the 
troops  without  the  gates  were  attacked  by  ten 
thouiand  men,  fent  in  canoes  from  Mexico, 
under  officers  of  approved  valour,  who  fought 
for  a  considerable  time  with  great  obftinacy,  but 
were  at  length  compelled  to  reimbark  with  great 
lofs,  but  not  till  they  had  wounded  three  captains, 
and  a  confiderable  number  of  Spanifh  and  Tlaf- 
calan  foldiers. 

Cortes,  being  now  mafter  of  all  the  buildings 
and  ftreets  on  the  main  land,  placed  fufficient 
guards  by  the  water  fide,  and  ordered  an  officer, 
with  twenty  or  thirty  Spaniards,  to  keep  watch 
on  the  top  of  the  principal  temple,  which  com- 
manded a  view  of  the  country.  Thefe,  near  the 
clofe  of  the  evening,  gave  notice  that  they  dif- 
covered  about  two  thoufand  armed  canoes  advan- 
cing with  great  fpeed  from  Mexico  ;  upon  which 
the  guards  at  the  landing  place  were  inftantly 
doubled,  and  in  the  morning  the  enemy  difem- 
barked  at  a  confiderable  diftance  from  the  city, 
.  to  the  number  of  fifteen  hundred  men.  Cortes 
immediately  marched  out,  and  attacked  them  fo 
furioufly,  that  they  were  routed  at  the  firft  onfet, 
and  a  great  number  of  them  flain. 

The  general  having  continued  at  Suchimilco 
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four  days,  retreated  in  good  order  to  Tezeuco, 
with  the  fatisfaiftion  of  having  effected  the  end 
of  his  expedition,  which  was  to  reconnoitre  the 
city  and  weaken  the  force  of  the  enemy,  before 
he  ihould  Undertake  the  fiege  of  Mexico  ;  but 
he  was  greatly  chagrined  at  his  having  loft  nine 
or  ten  Spaniards  :  for  befides  thofe  who  were 
killed  at  the  mountain,  three  or  four  were  taken 
alive  in  pillaging  one  of  the  houfes  at  Suchimilco, 
and  two  of  his  fervants  fell  into  an  ambufcade, 
by  carelefsly  feperating  from  the  army  in  their 
retreat. 

In  a  few  days  after  Cortes's  return  to  Tezeu- 
co, a  private  foldier,  who  had  been  long  in  the 
fervice,  came  to  him,  dnd  with  figns  of  fear  and 
concern,  defired  a  private  audience,  which  the 
general  having  granted,  he  gave  him  an  exadt 
account  of  a  confpiracy  which  had  been  formed 
in  his  abfence.  The  contriver  and  promoter  of 
this  treacherous  defign,  was  one  Antonio  de 
Villafana,  who  being  weary  of  the  fatigues  of 
war,  began  to  murmur  againft  the  general,  and 
in  particular  charged  him  with  obftinacy  and 
raflinefs  in  undertaking  the  enterprize  againft 
Mexico. 

Finding  that  his  difcourfe  was  liftened  to  by 
his  fellow-foldiers,  he  fignified  a  defire  of  giving 
up  the  enterprize,  and  returning  to  Cuba  ;  but 
as  this  could  hot  be  done  without  the  confent  of 
Cortes,  he,  having  firft  fufficiently  founded  his 
confederates,  propofed  a  fcheme  for  aflaflinating 
the  general  and  all  his  principal  officers,  except 
Francifco  Verdugo,  who  had  married  a  fifter  of 
Diego  Velafquez  •,  and  they  propofed  to  confer 
the  chief  command  upon  him,  which  they  ima- 
gined would  give  a  fanction  to  their  mutiny,  and 
be  extremely  agreeable  to  the  governor  of  Cuba: 
but  as  they  knew  Verdugo  to  be  a  man  of  hon- 
our, and  the  friend  of  Cortes,  they  were  afraid 
to  make  him  acquainted  with  the  defign.  The 
confpirators  ufed  to  meet  at  Villafana's  quarters, 
where  they  figned  a  paper  obliging  themfelves  to 
aid  and  fupport  him  in  the  execution  of  this 
fcheme  :  and  in  a  word,  the  affair  was  fo  ma- 
naged, that  the  number  of  fubferibers  daily  in- 
creafed,  and  it  was  at  length  agreed  to  feign  a 
packet  from  Vera  Cruz,  and  that  this  being  de- 
livered to  the  general  while  he  was  at  table  with 
his  friends,  the  confpirators  fhould  then  rufti 
into  the  room,  under  pretence  of  hearing  the 
news,  and  murder  them  all  while  Cortes  was 
reading  the  firft  letter. 

Cortes  having  received  this  information,  went 
immediately,  with  two  alcaldes,  and  fome  of 
his  captains,  to  fecure  Villafana,  whom  he  found 
at  his  quarters,  with  three  or  four  of  the  confpi- 
rators. His  guilt  was  evident  at  the  fight  of 
Cortes,  who  having  put  him  in  irons,  and  or- 
dered every  body  to  retire,  on  pretence  of  exa- 
mining him  privately,  took  out  of  the  wretch's  bo- 
fom,  a  paper  figned  by  all  the  confpirators,  in 
which  he  found  fome  names  that  augmented  his 
concern. 

However,  he  concealed  this  paper  even  from, 
his  friends  ■,  caufed  the  accomplices  who  were 
found  with  Villafana  to  be  imprifoned  apart, 
and  left  inftruclions  with  the  officers  of  juftice 
to  proceed  immediately  on  his  trial,    without 
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taking  any  notice  of  the  confpirators  -,  and 
Villafana,  confefTing  his  crime,  was  feen  next 
morning  hanging  at  the  window  of  his  quar- 
ters ;  fo  that  his  guilt  and  punifhment  were 
made  public  at  the  fame  time. 

As  this,  hcwever,  was  no  time  to  fatisfy  the 
demands  of  juftice  with  the  lives  of  fo  many 
Spaniards,  Cortes  gave  out  that  Villafana  had 
torn  in  pieces  and  fwallowed  a  paper,  which  he 
imagined  contained  the  names  of  his  accompli- 
ces :  then  calling  together  his  officers  and  fol- 
diers,  he  gave  them  an  account  of  the  defign  a- 
gainft  his  life,  and  the  lives  of  his  friends  ;  pre- 
tended to  be  very  happy  in  not  knowing  Villa- 
fana's  accomplices,  and  begged  his  friends  to 
enquire  whether  the  Spaniards  complained  of 
his  conduct,  that  he  might  correct  his  own 
faults,  and  give  them  all  reafonable  fatisfac- 
tion. 

He  now  ordered  the  foldiers  who  had  been 
apprehended  with  Villafana  to  be  releafed,  and 
behaved  in  his  ufual  manner  to  the  reft  of  the 
confpirators  ;  fo  that  being  fully  perfuaded  that 
he  was  ignorant  of  their  crime,  they  afterwards 
ferved  him  with  extraordinary  diligence,  to  pre- 
vent his  fufpecting  their  fidelity. 

A  few  days  after  this,  Cortes  was  perplexed 
with  another  affair,  that  gave  him  great  uneafi- 
nefs.  Xicotental,  whole  mind  ftill  retained  the 
feeds  of  animofity  againft  Cortes,  having,  pro- 
bably, received  fome  new  difguft,  retired  in  the 
night  with  fome  companies  of  Tlafcalans  who 
were  devoted  to  his  fervice  ;  and  Cortes,  being 
informed  of  his  flight,  fent  fome  noble  Indians 
of  Tezeuco,  to  perfuade  him  to  come  back  •, 
but  Xicotental  returning  a  contemptuous  an- 
fwer,  three  companies  of  Spaniards,  and  a  num- 
ber of  Indians,  were  fent  in  purfuit  of  him,  with 
orders  to  take  him  prifoner,  or  to  kill  him  in 
cafe  of  refiftance.  As  lie  defended  himfelf  with 
the  utmoft  obftinacy,  it  was  impoffible  to  take 
him  alive,  and  he  no  fooner  fell,  than  his  fol- 
diers, who  had  fought  with  reluctance,  fubmit- 
ted,  and  returned  to  Tezeuco,  leaving  their  ge- 
neral hanging  on  a  tree. 

As  foon  as  thefe  difturbances  were  quieted, 
Cortes  ordered  the  brigantines  to  be  launched 
and  rigged,  and  then  reviewed  his  Spaniards, 
who  amounted  to  nine  hundred  men,  near  two 
hundred  of  whom  ufed  fire-arms  and  crofs-bows, 
and  the  reft  were  armed  with  fwords,  bucklers, 
and  lances  :  befides  thefe,  he  had  eighty-fix 
horfe,  and  eighteen  pieces  of  cannon,  with  plen- 
ty of  ammunition.  He  then  ordered  twenty 
Spaniards,  under  the  command  of  a  captain,  to 
go  on  board  each  veffel,  with  twelve  rowers,  and 
one  piece  of  artillery. 

Things  being  thus  difpofed,  Cortes  divided 
his  army  into  three  bodies,  that  he  might  at  the 
fame  time  make  himfelf  mafter  of  the  three 
principal  caufeways. 

The  expedition  of  Tacuba  was  committed  to 
Pedro  de  Alverado,  who  had  under  his  com- 
mand one  hundred  and  fifty  Spanifh  foot,  thirty 
horfe,  thirty  thoufand  Tlafcalans,  and  two  pieces 
of  artillery. 

The  attack    of  Cuyocan    was    afligned    to 
Chriftoval  de  Olid,  with  one  hundred  and  fixty 


Spaniards,  two  pieces  of  cannon,  and  thirty 
thoufand  confederate  Indians :  And  the  attempt 
upon  Iztapalapa,  was  left  to  Gonzalo  de  San- 
doval, who  had  alfo  two  pieces  of  artillery,  and 
commanded  one  hundred  and  fifty  Spaniards, 
twenty-four  horfe,  and  all  the  troops  of  Gua- 
cocingo,  Chalco,  and  Cholula,  amounting  to 
above  forty  thousand  men. 

Olid  and  Alverado  marched  together  as  far 
as  Tacuba,  which  was  abandoned  by  its  inhabi- 
tants, numbers  of  whom  had  fled  to  the  moun- 
tains with  their  moft  valuable  effects,  while  thofe 
who  were  able  to  bear  arms  had  retired  to  Mexi- 
Here  the  two  Spanifh  captains  having  in- 
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tellisence  that  the  Mexicans  had  formed  a  con- 
fiderable  body  within  half  a  league  of  the  city, 
to  cover  the  aquaducts  that  fupplied  it  with  freih 
water,  marched  thither,  and  after  a  warm  con- 
teft,  drove  the  enemy  from  their  pofts,  broke 
the  aquaducts  in  feveral  places,  and  thus  effec- 
tually cut  off  their  water. 

This  fervice  being  performed,  Olid,  with  his 
divifion  marched  on  to  Cuyocan,  while  Cortes 
having  allowed  Sandoval  time  to  reach  Iztapa- 
lapa, took  upon  himfelf  the  command  of  the 
lake,  embarking  with  the  cacique  of  Tezeuco 
and  his  brother,  having  firft  left  a  fufficient 
number  of  troops  to  cover  his  phce  of  arms,  and 
fecure  a  communication  with  his  quarters.  The 
brigantines  being  drawn  up  in  a  line,  and  adorn- 
ed with  flags  and  ftreamers  to  engage  the  ad- 
miration of  the  enemy,  he  advanced  towards 
Mexico,  and  then  failing  back,  perceived  a 
pretty  ftrong  caftle,  fituated  in  a  fmall  ifland, 
from  whence  the  Mexicans  provoking  him  with 
abufive  language,  he  determined  to  attack  them 
in  fight  of  the  city,  the  terraces  and  balconies 
of  which  were  filled  with  innumerable  multi- 
tudes of  people  :  he  therefore  landed  with  one 
hundred  and  fifty  Spaniards,  and  after  a  vigorous 
oppofition,  drove  the  enemy  into  the  caftle,  where 
being  fo  crouded  that  they  had  not  room  to 
make  ufe  of  their  arms,  they  were  obliged  to 
furrender. 

The  Spaniards  now  rcimbarked,  and  failed 
towards  Iztapalapa,  in  order  to  aflift  Sandoval, 
when  they  law  a  fleet  of  canoes  affembling  on 
the  lake,  from  Mexico  and  other  places,  till  their 
numbers  were  increafed  to  four  thoufand.  Cortes, 
drawing  up  his  veffels  in  the  form  of  a  half 
moon,  advanced  towards  the  enemy,  when  a 
breeze  of  vind  fpringing  up  on  a  fudden,  they 
began  the  attack  with  their  artillery  at  a  dif- 
tance,  and  then  failing  brifkly  forwards,  ran 
foul  of  the  canoes  with  fuch  force  as  to  overlet 
all  that  were  in  their  way,  while  terrible  havock 
was  made  by  the  crofs-bows  and  fire-arms,  and 
the  enemy  were  fo  blinded  by  the  fmoke,  that 
they  knew  not  which  way  to  turn. 

The  nobks  of  Mexico,  who  had  manned  the 
firft  five  hundred  canoes,  made  fome  ftiew  of 
refiftance  ;  but  moft  of  them  being  destroy- 
ed, the  reft  were  thrown  into  fuch  confufion, 
that  they  ran  foul  of  each  other,  fo  that  the 
greater  part  of  them  foundered  •,  a  prodigious 
number  of  men  perilhed,  and  the  brigantines 
purfuing  the  reft  with  their  cannon  Ihot,  com- 
pelled them  to  ftielter  thcmfelves  in  the  canals 
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of  the  city  of  Mexico.  After  this  victory  Cortes 
fired  fome  (hot  into  the  city  by  way  of  triumph, 
while  the  aftonifhed.  Mexicans  deplored  their 
lols  with  loud  lamentations. 

The  general  palled  the  night  near  Tezeuco, 
and  in  the  morning,  when  he  was  on  the  point 
of  failing  to  Iztapalapa,  he  difcovered  a  great 
number  of  canoes  making  towards  Cuyocan, 
and  inftantly  purfujag  them,  found  De  Olid 
engaged  on  the  caufeway,  and  fo  hard  prelfed 
on  both  fides  by  the  canoes,  that  he  could  fcarce- 
ly  maintain  the  ground  he  had  gained.  The 
Mexicans  had  drawn  up  the  bridges  of  the 
caufeways  towards  the  city,  and  fortified  them 
with  barricadoes  of  planks  and  timbers,  fo  that 
the  Spaniards  were  obliged  to  demolilh  and 
and  clear  thofe  places  of  defence,  by  means  of 
their  crofs  bows,  fire-arms  and  artillery,  until 
the  ditch  fhould  be  filled  up  with  fafcines,  and 
the  ruins  of  its  own  fortification. 

At  fight  of  the  brigantines,  all  the  canoes  on 
that  fide  of  the  caufeway  fled  with  precipita- 
tion ;  but  thofe  on  the  other  fide  ftill  continuing 
the  engagement,  Cortes  ordered  the  ditch  in 
De  Olid's  rear  to  be  widened,  for  the  paflage  of 
three  brigantines  ;  upon  which  the  enemy  re- 
tired in  diforder,  to  the  laft  rampart  next  the 
city. 

The  "troops,  keeping  the  ground  they  had 
gained,  palTed  the  night  upon  the  caufeway,  and 
in  the  morning  continued  their  march,  almofl 
without  oppofition,  till  they  approached  the 
laft  bridge,  which  was  fortified  with  ftrong 
works  ;  and  the  trenches  which  were  cut  in  the 
ftreets  were  defended  by  a  prodigious  number 
of  people.  The  artillery  from  the  brigantines 
deftroyed  great  numbers  of  the  Mexicans,  who 
appeared  in  crowds  at  the  openings  of  the 
ftreets  while  De  Olid,  having  ruined  the  for- 
tification of  the  cauleway,  and  filled  up  the 
ditch,  charged  the  defendants,  who  made  fv.ch 
a  refolute  refiftance,  that  Cortes,  impatient  of 
delay,  landed  with  thirty  Spaniards,  and  foon 
compelled  the  enemy  to  turn  their  backs,  and 
leave  the  chief  ftreet  of  Mexico  unguarded. 
However,  the  fugitives  took  poifeffion  of  a 
temple  near  the  entrance  of  the  city,  cover- 
ing the  town  and  ftairs  in  fuch  a  manner, 
that  they  formed  a  mountain  of  arms  and  fea- 
thers ;  and  from  this  poft  they  defied  the  Spa- 
niards :  but  they  were  foon  diflodged  by  three 
or  four  pieces  of  cannon  landed  for  that  purpofe: 
all  that  part  of  the  city  was  forfaken,  the  idols 
were  burned,  and  the  temple  afforded  quarters 
to  the  Spanifti  troops. 

The  next  day  Cortes  retired  to  Cuyocan,  from 
whence  he  proceeded  to  Iztapalapa,  where  he 
found  Sandoval  reduced  to  the  utmoft  extre- 
mity. He  had  poffeffed  himfelf  of  the  build- 
ings on  the  land,  and  made  great  havock  a- 
mong  the  enemy,  who  approached  in  their 
canoes  to  annoy  him  •,  he  had  demoliftied  fome 
houfes,  overthrown  two  or  three  reinforcements 
from  Mexico,  which  had  been  fent  to  attack 
him  by  land,  and  the  Indians  having  that  day 
abandoned  a  large  building,  he  determined  to 
feize  k,  in  order  to  enlarge  his  quarters,  and 
drive  the  enemy  to  a  greater  diftance.     This 


fcheme  he  effected  by  forming  a  pafTage  with 
faicines  •,  but  he  had  no  fooner  entered  with 
fome  of  his  people,  than  a  great  number  of 
canoes,  which  had  lain  in  ambufh,  advanced, 
with  a  number  of  expert  fwimmers,  who  threw 
themfelves  into  the  water,  and  took  away  the 
fafcines  ;  fo  that  his  retreat  being  cut  oft",  he 
was  belicged  on  all  fides,  the  enemy  fhooting 
their  arrows  at  him  and  his  men,  from  the 
terraces  and  windows  of  the  neighbouring 
houfes. 

In  this  fituation  he  was  found  by  Cortes,  wiio 
perceiving  the  prodigious  number  of  canoes  in 
the  water  ftreets,  ordered  his  brigantines  to 
advance,  and  played  his  artillery  fo  fucccfsfully, 
that  the  enemy  tied  in  great  confulicn  ;  thofe 
who  were  upon  the  terraces  crouding  into  the 
canoes,  funk  a  great  number,  and  the  reft  en- 
deavouring to  elcape,  fell  in  among  the  bri- 
gantines, fo  that  the  iofs  of  the  Mexicans  in  this 
action  was  very  ccnliderable. 

Cortes  now  determined  to  quit  this  poft,  and 
to  detach  Sandoval  to  Tapeaquilla,  where  there 
was  another  caufeway,  the  poffeflion  of  which 
would  effectually  hinder  the  Mexicans  from 
being  fupplied  with  provifions,  of  which  they 
already  began  to  be  in  want.  This  defign  was 
inftantly  executed  by  Sandoval,  who  finding 
the  place  abandoned,  poffeffed  himfelf  of  in 
without  ,refiftance.  Cortes  now  failed  to  Ta- 
cuba,  to  vifit  Alverado,  who  had  met  with 
various  fuccefs  •,  for  though  the  place  was  aban- 
doned on  his  approach,  he  had  been  obliged 
to  beat  down  works,  fill  up  ditches,  and  at 
one  time  advanced  fo  far  as  to  fet  fire  to  fome 
houfes  in  Mexico. 

Cortes  obierving  that  this  method  of  attack- 
ing and  retreating  ferved  only  to  walk  time, 
determined  to  put  a  ftop  to  all  operations  by 
land,  till  he  fhould  make  himfelf  abfolnte  m af- 
ter of  the  lake.  For  this  purpofe  he  lent  for  all 
the  canoes  belonging  to  the  allied  towns,  which 
being  manned  with  the  moft  expert  Indians,  he 
formed  them  into  l'quadrons  commanded  by 
officers  of  their  own  nations,  and  diftributed 
them  among  the  brigantines,  four  of  which  he 
Tent  to  Sandoval,  and  left  the  fame  number  with 
Alverado,  while  he  himfelf  joined  De  Olid  with 
the  other  five.  Thus  dilpofed,  they  cruifed 
continually  up  and  down  the  lake,  and  along 
the  caufeways  ;  by  which  means  they  took  many 
canoes  loaded  with  provifions  and  water,  by 
which  the  befieged  were  reduced  to  the  utmoft 
diftrefs. 

Thefe  difficulties  ferved  only  to  infpire  the 
Mexicans  with  frefn  courage,  and  put  them  upon 
devifing  new  ftratagems  :  they  now  difpatched 
canoes  by  round-about  ways,  to  clear  the  ditches 
which  the  Spaniards  had  filled  up  •,  they  alfo 
made  failles  in  the  rught  to  fatigue  them  by  want 
of  fleep,  that  they  might  attack  them  with  the 
advantage  of  frefn  troops  ;  and  they  built  thirty 
large  veffels  called  piraguas,  ftrengthened  with 
planks,  to  fhelter  them  from  the  fhot  in  time  of 
engagement.  With  this  fleet  they  fallied' forth 
in  the  night,  and  lay  in  ambufh  behindxi  grove 
of  reeds  in  the  lake,  which  effectually  concealed 
them  from  view. 
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In  order  to  decoy  the  brigantines  that  ufually  . 
cruized  about  the  lake  by  two  at  a  time,  they 
provided  three  or  four  canoes  laden  with  provi- 
fions,  for  a  bait,  and  fixed  a  great  number  of 
large  Hakes  in  the  water  to  deftroy  or  incumber 
the  brigantines. 

Agreeable  to  their  expectation,  the  next  day 
two  of  the  brigantines  that  attended  Sandoval 
began  their  cruize,  under  the  command  of  Pe- 
dro  de  Barba  and  Juan  Portillo  ;  when  the 
Mexicans  fent  out  their  canoes,  which  being  feen 
at  a  diftance,  pretended  to  fly  and  hide  among 
the  reeds  ;  and  the  brigantines  purfuing  them, 
fell  in  among  the  hidden  ftakes,  where  they  were 
fo  embarraiTed,  that  they  were  unable  to  move 
backwards  or  forwards.  Then  the  piraguas  ad- 
vancing from  their  lurking  places,  attacked 
them  fo  furioufly,  that  the  Spaniards  would  cer- 
tainly have  been  dellroyed,  had  not  fome  expert 
fv/immers,  with  hatches  and  other  tools,  cut 
away  the  ftakes,  and  made  room  for  the  brigan- 
tines, which  having  regained  their  liberty,  kept 
fucha  fire  on  the  enemy,  that  almoft  all  the  pi- 
raguas were  funk,  and  the  reft  purfued  towards 
Mexico  with  great  (laughter.  But  in  this  action 
the  brigantines  received  confiderable  damage, 
many  Spaniards  were  wounded,  Juan  Portillo 
was  killed  on  the  fpot,  and  Pedro  de  Barba  died 
of  his  wounds  three  days  afterwards. 

It  was  not  long  before  this  ftratagem  was 
turned  againft  the  Mexicans,  who  having  again 
concealed  themfelves  among  the  reeds,  Cortes, 
who  had  intelligence  thereof,  ordered  fix  brigan- 
tines to  ftieer  off  in  the  night,  and  lie  in  ambufh 
among  fome  other  reeds  not  far  from  the  ambuf- 
cade  of  the  enemy  :  one  of  thefe  brigantines  be- 
ginning her  cruize  in  the  morning,  and  difcover- 
ing  the  piraguas  as  it  were  by  accident,  flood  oft' 
immediately,  and  pretended  to  fly  towards  the 
place  of  the  counter-ambufcade.  She  was  in- 
llantly  purfued  by  the  piraguas,  until  being  at 
a  proper  diftance,  the  other  brigantines  fallied 
forth,  and  attacked  them  fo  furioufly  with  their 
artillery,  that  almoft  all  of  them  were  funk  at 
the  firft  difcharge,  and  the  greater  part  of  the  men 
perifhed. 

Cortes  now  learning  that  the  people  of  Mexi- 
co began  to  murmur  for  want  of  provifions,  de- 
termined to  exert  his  utmoft  diligence  in  cutting 
off  all  relief  from  the  city  ;  and  in  the  mean 
time  lent  two  Mexican  noblemen  with  a  mefiage 
to  Guatimozin,  offering  to  leave  him  in  poflef- 
fion  of  his  empire,  if  he  would  acknowledge  the 
fovereignty  of  the  King  of  Spain,  as  his  prede- 
ceflbr,  Motezuma,  had  already  done. 

Hereupon  Guatimozin  aflembled  his  council, 
who  advifed  him  to  agree  to  the  general's  propo- 
fals  •,  but  this  favourable  difpofition  was  deftroy- 
ed  by  the  remonftrances  of  the  priefts,  who  pre- 
tended to  have  received  aulpicious  anfwers  from 
their  gods,  alluring  them  of"  victory  and  fuccefs. 
The  nobles  were  fo  animated  by  thefe  aflurances, 
that  they  fet  the  Spaniards  at  defiance,  and  the 
emperor  himfelf  declared,  that  he  would  put  the 
firft  man  to  death  who  fhould  thenceforward 
mention  peace,  to  whatever  dirtrefs  the  city  might 
be  reduced. 

The  general  being  informed  of  this,  deter- 


mined to  carry  fire  and  fword  into  the  city  ;  and 
having  fent  orders  for  this  purpofe  to  the  com- 
manders of  the  troops  of  Tacuba  and  Tapeaquil- 
la,  he  himfelf  marched  by  the  caufeway  of  Cu- 
yocan,  at  the  head  of  the  troops  commanded  by 
Chriftoval  de  Olid.  The  enemy  had  cleared  the 
ditches  as  before,  and  caft  up  works,  which  how- 
ever were  foon  demolifhed  by  the  brigantines, 
lb  that  the  troops  advanced  without  any  great 
oppofition  to  the  laft  bridge,  where  the  Indians 
had  broke  down  part  of  the  caufeway  to  enlarge 
the  ditch  ;  and  on  the  oppofite  bank  they  had 
raifed  a  fortification  covered  with  planks. 

This  however,  was  foon  deftroyed  by  the  artil- 
lery, which  made  fuch  havock  that  the  enemy 
retired  into  the  city,  and  the  fhore  being  left 
free,  Cortes  ordered  his  men  to  land  immedi- 
ately, and  to  take  on  fhore  the  horfes  and  three 
pieces  of  cannon  :  but  before  he  advanced  into 
the  ftreets,  he  ordered  Juan  de  Alderete  to  ftay 
behind,  in  order  to  fill  up  and  fecure  the  ditch, 
while  the  brigantines  were  directed  to  approach 
the  fcene  of  action  by  the  great  canals,  and  to 
fire  upon  the  enemy  •,  but  Alderete  no  fooner 
heard  the  battle  begun,  than  thinking  the  office 
in  which  he  was  employed  a  difhonourable 
piece  of  fervice,  followed  them  to  the  engage- 
ment, leaving  the  care  of  filling  up  the  ditch  to 
another  officer,  who  likewife  abandoned  it  for 
the  fame  reafon. 

The  Mexicans  flood  the  firft  charge  with  great 
refolution,  and  did  the  Spaniards  confiderable 
damage  from  the  windows  and  tops  of  the 
houfes  ;  but  on  a  fudden  the  action  ceafed,  and 
they  haftily  quitted  the  ground  they  had  difpu- 
ted  with  fuch  obftinacy.  This  unexpected  re- 
treat was  occafioned  by  an  order  of  Guatimozin, 
who  being  informed  that  the  great  ditch  was 
abandoned,  determined  to  fall  upon  the  Spa- 
niards in  their  retreat. 

Cortes  immediately  fufpected  their  defign,  and 
having  barely  time  fufficient  to  return  to  his 
quarters  before  night,  he  fet  fire  to  fome  houfes 
from  which  he  had  received  damage  in  the  at- 
tack, and  began  his  retreat  :  But  the  Spaniards 
had  fcarce  began  to  wheel  about,  when  their  ears 
were  faluted  with  the  difmal  found  of  the  facred 
trumpet,  which  none  but  the  priefts  were  allow- 
ed to  blow,  and  thofe  only  on  the  moft  urgent 
occafion.  Hereupon,  an  incredible  number  of 
chofen  warriors  attacked  the  rear,  which  was 
brought  up  by  the  Spaniards,  and  fought  with 
fuch  intrepidity,  that  the  fire-arms  and  crofs- 
bows  were  wholly  difregarded. 

Cortes  being  informed  that  the  retreat  was 
hindred  by  the  ditch,  endeavoured  to  form  the 
battalions,  but  found  the  talk  impracticable, 
becauie  the  confederates,  being  in  the  fronf, 
wer#  the  firft  who  arrived  at  the  ditch,  and  had 
thrown  themfelves  into  it  with  fuch  confufion, 
that  they  were  either  wounded  or  drowned  by 
the  Mexican  fwimmers.  The  general  being 
now  left  with  fome  of  his  people  to  maintain  the 
fight,  his  horfe  was  killed  under  him  with  ar- 
rows, and  captain  Francifco  de  Guzman  alight- 
ing to  give  him  lys,  was  taken  prifoner,  with- 
out any  poffibility  of  being  refcued. 

At   length,    however,  Cortes  was  taken  on 
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board  one  of  the  brigantines,  wounded  and  ex- 
ceflively  dejected  at  his  defeat  ■,  for  about  a  thou- 
fand  Tlafcalans  were  killed  in  the  action,  above 
forty  Spaniards  were  taken  priibners,  and  almoft 
every  man  was  wounded  of  thole  that  elcaped'. 

The  like  ill  fuccefs  attended  Sandoval  and  Al- 
verado,  who  entered  the  city  by  different  Ways 
at  the  fame  time  with  Cortes,  but  they  did  not 
lofe  above  twenty  Spaniards.  The  operations  of 
war  were  now  lufpended,  till  the  wounded  men 
could  be  cured,  and  lbme  new  meafures  taken 
for  annoying  the  enemy. 

This  victory  the  Mexicans  celebrated  with  the 
greateft  rejoicings  :  all  the  temples  of  the  city 
were  illuminated,  and  that  which  was  dedicated 
to  the  god  of  war,  relbunded  with  the  notes  of 
military  inftruments,  attending  the  facrifice  of 
the  unhappy  Spaniards  who  were  made  prifon- 
ers.  The  motions  of  the  Mexicans  were  diftinc- 
tly  feen  from  the  quarters,  and  fome  of  the  fol- 
diers  declared  that  they  knew  the  perfons  and 
voices  of  particular  victims  :  Cortes  and  his 
officers  could  not  refrain  from  tears  at  this  dread- 
ful fight. 

The  Mexicans  elevated  with  their  good  for- 
tune, advanced,  a  little  before  day-break,  by 
the  three  cauieways,  to  beat  up  the  quarters,  fet 
fine  to  the  brigantines,  and  compleat  the  de- 
ftruction  of  the  Spaniards  ;  but  the  found  of  the 
facred  trumpet,  giving  notice  of  their  approach, 
the  latter  were  prepared  to  receive  them,  and 
diey  were  foon  repulfed  by  the  artillery. 

The  next  day  Guatimozin  gave  out  among  his 
own  people,  that  Cortes  was  killed  in  his  retreat 
on  the  caufeway  :  he  lent  to  the  adjacent  towns 
the  heads  of  the  Spaniards  who  had  been  facri- 
ficed,  as  tokens  of  his  victory,  and  circulated  a 
report  that  the  god  of  war,  being  appeafed  by 
the  victims  that  had  been  made,  had  declared  in 
an  audible  voice,  that  the  enemies  of  the  Mexi- 
cans fhould  certainly  perifh.  His  emiffaries  hav- 
ing induftrioufly  propagated  this  report  among 
the  confederate  Indians,  they  were  fo  terrified  to 
think  of  the  nearnefs  and  certainty  of  their  de- 
ftruction,  that  during  the  firft  three  nights,  al- 
moft  all  the  allies  abandoned  their  quarters,  ex- 
cept the  chief  officers. 

This  was  an  alarming  circumftance  to  Cortes, 
who  inftantly  difpatched  the  Indian  commanders 
to  ftop  the  fugitives  till  the  expiration  of  the 
eight  days,  that  they  might  be  convinced  of  the 
impofture  ;  and  accordingly,  when  that  period 
was  elapled,  they  law  how  ridiculous  their  fears 
had  been,  and  returned  to  their  duty  with  freih 
vigour  and  alacrity.  At  this  time  frefh  iuccours 
came  in,  and  feveral  nations  who  had  hitherto 
oblerved  a  neutrality,  being  fenfible  how  greatly 
Mexico  was  diftreffed,  declared  for  the  Spa- 
niards ;  lb  that  in  a  few  days  Cortes  had  two 
hundred  thoufand  men  under  his  command. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Mexicans  made  frequent 
attacks  upon  the  Spanifh  quarters  both  by  day 
and  night  ;  but  they  were  conftantly  repulfed 
with  confiderable  lofs  :  and  Cortes  being  now 
informed  that  the  Mexicans  grew  more  and  more 
difcontented  on  account  of  the  famine,  by  which 
great  numbers  perifhed,  relblved  to  proceed 
again  to  action  ;  and  as  the  troops  had  fuffered 
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fo  much  in  retreating,  it  was  agreed  that  each 
commander  fhould  endeavour  to  keep  his  ground 
and  penetrate  as  far  as  the  great  fquare  of  the 
city,  where  they  propofed  to  join,  and  take  mea- 
fures for  their  farther  proceedings. 

The  officers  unanimoufly  approving  this  plan," 
the  general  ordered  bread,  water  and  other  ne- 
ceffaries  to  be  provided,  for  the  fupport  of  the 
troops  in  Mexico  •,  and  Itrong  garrilbns  being 
left  in  the  quarters,  Alverado  and  Sandoval  be- 
gan their  march  by  break  of  day  from  Tacuba 
to  Tapeaquilla,  while  Cortes  advanced  from 
Cuyocan,  with  the  body  of  troops  commanded 
by  Olid,  and  the  brigantines  and  canoes  were 
diftributed  fo  as  to  fupport  the  three  attacks. 
The  difficulties  at  the  caufeways,  bridges  and 
barricadoes  being  furmounted  as  ufual,  the  three 
captains  entered  the  city  about  the  fame  time, 
and  fortified  themfelves  with  the  ruins  of  fome 
houfes;  fo  as  to  effect  a  lodgement  for  the 
night. 

This  hew  method  of  proceeding  extremely 
difconcerttd  and  terrified  the  Mexicans,  who 
had  taken  meafures  to  attack  the  Spaniards  in 
their  retreat.  A  council  immediately  met  in 
the  palace  of  Guatimozin  ;  in  which  it  was  de- 
termined to  exert  their  utmoft  efforts  to  dif- 
lodge  the  Spaniards  •,  and  their  army  being 
divided  into  three  bodies.,  advanced  to  the  at- 
tack about  break  of  day  •,  but  preparations  for 
their  reception  having  been  made,  the  artil- 
lery began  to  play  upon  their  firft  approach, 
and  did  fuch  execution  as  flopped  their  ca- 
reer ;  when  the  Spaniards  rufhing  upon  them, 
they  were  foon  routed  and  difperfed,  by  which 
means  better  quarters  were  obtained  for  the 
enfuing  night :  yet  ftill  the  Spaniards  had 
many  difficulties  to  overcome  ;  for  as  they  ad- 
vanced, they  were  obliged  to  level  works,  de- 
ftroy  houfes,  and  fill  up  trenches  that  were  cut 
acrofs  every  ftreet-,  notwithftanding  which 
obftacles,  all  the  three  captains  came  in  fight  of 
the  principal  fquare  in  lefs  than  four  days. 

The  firft  who  arrived  at  this  fpacious  fquare 
was  Alverado^  who  there  found  the  enemy, 
whom  he  had  driven  before  him,  endeavouring 
to  make  a  ftand  ;  but  before  they  could  range 
themfelves  in  order,  he  attacked  them  in  fo 
furious  a  manner,  that  they  inftantly  difperfed 
in  confufion,  and  retired  to  the  ftreets  on  the 
oppofite  fide.  Perceiving  at  a  fmall  diftance, 
a  large  temple,  the  towers  of  which  were  oc- 
cupied by  the  enemy,  he  inftantly  fent  fome 
companies  to  take  poffeffion  of  that  poft,  in 
order  to  fecure  his  rear  ;  and  this  fervice  being 
performed  with  very  little  oppofition,  he  or- 
dered a  fmoke  to  be  made  upon  the  top,  as  a 
fignal  of  his  fuccefs. 

He  was  foon  after  joined  by  Cortes  and  Olid, 
who  advanced  by  another  avenue,  driving  be- 
fore them  a  throng  of  Mexicans,  who  falling 
in  upon  Alverado's  battalion,  were  inftantly 
cut  in  pieces :  and  the  fame  fate  attended 
thofe  who  were  driven  into  the  fquare  by  the 
third  divifion,  under  the  command  of  San- 
doval. 

The  Mexicans  now  feeing  that  the  whole 
force  of  the  Spaniards  was  united,    ran  with 
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the  utmoft  hafte,  to  defend  the  perfon  of , the 
emperor ;  and  this  retreat  gave  Cortes  an  op- 
portunity of  lodging  his  troops  to  the  greateft 
advantage.  Some  companies  were  placed  in 
the  adjacent  ftreets,  to  fecure  the  quarters  from 
infult ;  the  brigantines  and  canoes  were  ordered 
to  cruize  along  the  caufeways,  and  fend  notice  of 
every  thing  that  occurred  ;  and  the  confederate 
Indians  were  employed  in  removing  the  dead 
bodies  out  of  the  fquare. 

The  next  morning  all  the  ftreets  which  were 
in  poffeffion  of  the  Mexicans,  were  filled  with 
armed  men,  in  order  to  cover  thofe  who  were 
raifing  fome  fortifications  as  their  ultimate  re- 
treat j  but  as  they  did  not  proceed  to  hoftilities, 
Cortes,  inftead  of  attacking,  them,  as  he  had 
intended,  refolved  to  try,  once  more,  if  they 
would  accept  of  terms  of  accommodation,  now 
they  law  him  fo  advantageoufly  fituated  :  for 
which  purpofe  he  fent  four  of  the  principal  pri- 
foners  with  a  meffage  to  Guatimozin,  who,  with 
his  minifters  and  the  nobility,  had  retired  to  a 
fpacious  angle  of  the  city,  the  greater  part  of 
which  was  defended  by  the  lake,  and  the  reft, 
which  was  but  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  the  great 
fquare,  was  fortified  with  ftrong  bulwarks,  and 
deep  ditches  filled  with  water. 

Guatimozin  having  agreed  to  a  fufpenfion  of 
arms,  held  feveral  councils  to  deliberate  on  the 
propofals  of  peace  which  Cortes  had  made-,  when 
the  majority  were  for  acceding  to  the  terms, 
while  others  were  for  continuing  the  war,  who 
being  vigoroufly  fupported  by  the  priefts,  it 
was  refolved  to  renew  the  hoftilities. 

The  emperor,  in  the  mean  time,  gave  orders 
that  all  the  piraguas  and  canoes  fhould  retire  to 
a  bay  in  that  quarter  of  the  city,  that  they  might 
be  ready  to  fecure  his  retreat  in  cafe  of  neCeffity. 
This  order  was  immediately  obeyed,  and  as  a 
prodigious  number  of  veffels  were  feen  making 
towards  that  bay,  Cortes  fufpe&ed  their  defign, 
and  thereupon  appointed  Sandoval  commander  in 
chief  of  all  the  brigantines,  giving  him  diredtions 
to  furround  the  bay  at  a  diftance,  and  keep  a 
watchful  eye  on  the  motions  of  the  enemy. 

Thefe  fteps  being  taken,  Cortes  advanced  to- 
wards their  fortifications,  and  the  Mexicans  no 
iboner  faw  the  vanguard  approach,  than  they 
prepared  for  a  vigourous  defence  :  but  when 
they  beheld  the  havock  made  by  the  artillery 
among  their  wooden  bulwarks,  they  fent  notice 
of  their  danger  to  the  emperor,  and  in  a  little 
time  demanded  a  parley,  by  hanging  out  white 
cloths,  and  repeating  the  word  Peace  •,  and  be- 
ing allured  that  whoever  had  any  offers  to  make 
might  fafely  approach,  four  perfons  of  diftinc- 
tion  appeared  on  the  farther  fide  of  the  ditch,  and 
told  Cortes  that  they  were  come  from  Guatimo- 
zin to  receive  his  propofals. 

Cortes  allured  them  that  he  was  very  defirous 
of  peace,  but  as  affairs  of  that  nature  could  not 
be  fo  well  tranfa&ed  by  deputies,  he  defired  that 
the  emperor  would  come  to  treat  in  perfon,  and 
faid  that  all  afts  of  hoftility  fhould  in  the  mean 
time  ceafe.  The  ambafiadors  retired  with  this 
anfwer,  and  in  the  evening  returned  with  a  mef- 
fage,  that  the  emperor  would  come  the  next  day 
in  order  to  conclude  the  treaty  ;  "byt  at  the  time 


appointed  the  deputies  came  back,  and  pretend- 
ed that  the  emperor  was  prevented  from  keeping 
his  word  by  an  -unforefeen  accident ;  and  thus 
the  conference  was  delayed  from  time  to  time. 

Cortes  at  length  fufpecHng  their  fincerity,  told 
them  he  fhould  profecute  the  war  with  the  ut- 
moft vigour,  if  they  did  not  come  to  a  final  re- 
iblution  within  a  limited  time  ;  but  on  the  laft 
day  of  the  allowed  term,  Sandoval  diicovered, 
before  fun-rifing,  great  multitudes  embarking  on 
board  the  canoes  in  the  bay,  and  having  fent 
immediate  notice  thereof  to  Cortes,  he  advanced 
towards  them  with  his  brigantines.  They  con- 
fifted  of  the  nobles  and  chief  citizens,  who  de- 
termined to  make  a  vigorous  effort,  in  order  to 
give  the  emperor  an  opportunity  of  efcaping, 
and  accordingly  attacked  the  Spaniards  with  the 
utmoft  fury,  regardlefs  of  the  dreadful  havock 
that  was  made  among  them  by  the  artillery. 

In  the  midft  of  the  engagement,  Sandoval 
perceived  fix  or  fexen  piraguas  rowing  with  the 
utmoft  fpeed  from  the  fartheft  part  of  the  bay, 
upon  which  he  ordered  a  brigantine  that  was  a 
prime  failer  to  give  them  chafe.  It  was  not  long 
before  the  captain  came  up  with  the  foremoft  pi- 
ragua, which  appeared  to  command  the  reft, 
when  the  Mexicans  inftantly  ceafed  rowing,  and 
hailed  the  brigantine,  defiling  the  captain  not  to 
fire,  becaufe  the  emperor  was  on  board.  This 
fpeech  being  interpreted  by  one  of  the  Spanifh 
ibldiers,  who  had  learnt  a  fmattering  of  the  lan- 
guage, the  captain  and  fome  of  his  people  leap- 
ed into  the  piragua,  to  feize  their  prize  ;  upon 
which  Guatimozin  advancing  to  him,  faid, 
"  I  am  your  priibner,  and  will  obey  you  in  all 
"  things  :  all  the  favour  I  have  to  afk  is,  that 
"  fome  regard  may  be  paid  to  the  honour  of  the 
"  emprefs,  my  confort,  and  her  female  attend- 
"  ants." 

With  thefe  words  he  handed  the  princefs  into 

the  brigantine,    and  perceiving  the  captain  in 

fome  concern  refpefting  the  other  piraguas,  he 

defired  him  not  to  be  uneafy  about  his  followers, 

for  they  would  all  come  and  die  at  the  feet  of 

I  their  fovereign.     Hereupon   he  made  a  certain 

'  fignal,  on  which  the   Mexicans  dropped  their 

:  weapons,  and  followed  the  brigantine. 

As  foon  as  the  nobility  on  board  the  canoes 
1  which  were  engaged  with  Sandoval,  heard  of  the 
emperor's  captivity,  they  uttered  a  difmal  yell 
'  of  lamentation,  furrendered  without  further  re- 
fiftance,  and  begged  to  be  taken  on  board  the 
brigantine,  that  they  might  fhare  the  fortune  of 
their  fovereign. 

The  captain  had  no  iboner  made  Guatimozin 
prifoner,  than  he  fent  a  canoe  to  Cortes,  with 
an  account  of  his  fuccefs.  Whilft  thefe  things 
were  tranfa&ed  on  the  lake,  Cortes  was  employ- 
ed in  attacking  the  wooden  fortifications,  which 
the  Mexicans  defended  with  the  utmoft  refolu- 
tion,  till  they  learnt  that  the  piraguas  were  ta- 
ken, when  they  fuddenly  retired,  overwhelmed 
with  confufion,  aftonifhment  and  defpair. 

When  the  meflenger  from  the  captain  of  the 
piragua  arrived,  and  informed  Cortes  of  what 
had  happened,  the  troops  were  -ordered  to  keep 
their  ground  without  advancing,  till  farther  or- 
ders j  and   two  companies  of  Spaniards  were 
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Tent  to  the  landing  place,  to  guard  the  royal  pri- 
foner,  whom  Cortes  received  with  great  refpedl, 
which  was  returned  by  the  emperor. 

On  their  arrival  at  the  Spanifh  quarters,  Gua- 
timozin and  his  emprefs  went  in  firft,  and  feated 
themfelves  ;  but  the  emperor,  feeming  to  re- 
collect himfelf,  rofe  up  and  defired  Cortes  to 
take  his  place;  being,  however,  prevailed  on 
to  take  his  feat  again,  he  addrefJed  himfelf  to  the 
general  to  this  purpofe  :  "  Valiant  and  renown- 
"  ed  chief,  why  do  you  not  draw  that  fword 
"  and  take  away  my  life  ?  Prifoners  of  my  rank 
"  are  a  burden  to  the  conqueror  :  difpatch  me 
"  then,  without  delay,  that  I  may  have  the  ho- 
"  nour  of  dying  by  your  hand,  fince  I  have  not 
"  been  lb  happy  as  to  fall  in  the  defence  of  my 
"  country." 

Cortes,  who  felt  for  his  diftrefs,  told  him,  in 
order  to  a'leviate  his  forrow  and  that  of  his  em- 
prefs, that  he  was  prifoner  to  one  of  the  moft 
powerful  monarchs  of  the  univerfe,  from  whofc 
clemency  he  might  hope  to  regain  not  only  his 
liberty,  but  even  his  empire  ;  and  that  in  the 
mean  time,  till  his  fovereign's  pleafure  fhould  be 
known,  he  fhould  be  treated  with  all  the  refpect- 
due  to  the  emperor  of  Mexico. 

Guatimozin  was  about  twenty  four  years  of 
age,  well  proportioned,  tall,  robuft,  and  of  lb 
fair  a  complexion,  that  among  his  countrymen, 
he  appeared  to  be  a  native  of  a  different  climate. 
The  emprefs,  who  was  nearly  of  the  fame  age, 
had  a  commanding  afpect,  and  great  dignity  of 
deportment  •,  but  her  beauty  was  rather  mafcu- 
line  than  agreeable. 

Cortes  being  informed  that  fhe  was  niece  to 
Motezuma,  renewed  his  offers  of  fervice  more 
warmly  on  that  account  :  but  thinking  it  necef- 
fary  to  reduce  that  part  of  the  city  which  was 


ftill  in  pofTeffion  of  the  enemy,  he  left  his  prifon- 
ers-  to  the  care  of  Sandoval,  and  went  out  to  give 
orders  for  another  attack. 

Guatimozin  fufpecting  the  caufe  of  his  fud- 
den  departure,  defired  to  fpeak  with  him,  and 
when  he  came  back,  intreated  him  to  fpare  his 
unhappy  fubjects,  who  would  quietly  furrender 
as  foon  as  they  fhould  be  informed  of  his  capti- 
vity :  wherefore  he  earneftly  begged  that  one  of 
his  own  minifters  might  accompany  Cortes,  and 
command  the  Mexicans  in  the  name  of  their 
prince  to  obey  the  Spanifh  general  •,  and  they  no 
fooner  received  this  order,  than  they  threw  down 
their  arms  and  fubmitted. 

When  the  Spanifh  troops  took  pofTeflion  of 
the  places  evacuated  by  the  Mexicans,  nothing 
but  objects  of  horror  and  companion  met  their 
view.  They  found  a  prodigious  number  of 
fick  and  wounded  wretches,  in  the  moft  refera- 
ble condition,  lying  and  calling  upon  death  to 
deliver  them  from  their  tortures  ;  and  faw  whole 
houfes  and  courts  filled  with  the  bodies  of  per- 
fons  of  diftinction,  who  had  been  flain  in  battle, 
and  were  kept  till  their  funeral  obfequies  could 
be  performed :  and  from  thefe  places  iflued  fuch 
a  noilbme  ftencb,  as  threatened  the  air  with  in- 
fection, and  obliged  Cortes  to  take  immediate 
meafures  for  preventing  a  peftilence,  by  giving 
orders  for  the  bodies  to  be  interred* 

While  this  nufance  was  removed,  the  general 
retired  with  his  prifoners  to  Cuyocan,  having 
firft  affigned  quarters  to  Sandoval  and  Alverado, 
who  fuperintended  the  cleanfing  of  Mexico-,  which 
being  performed  in  a  few  days,  he  then  returned 
to  that  city,  the  entire  reduction  of  which  hap- 
pened on  the  thirteenth  of  Auguft  1521,  and 
from  that  time  is  dated  the  dominion  of  the  Spa*, 
niards  over  the  empire  of  Mexico. 
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CHAPTER     I. 

Pizarro  and  two  other  perfons  undertake  the  difcovery  of  Peru  -,  meet  with  great  diflrejfes  5  all 
their  men  defert  except  fourteen  ;  Pizarro  is  joined  by  a  few  'volunteers,  with  whom  he 
paJJ'es  the  Equator ;  Candiafent  to  examine  the  country,  of  which  he  gives  the  mojl  advan- 
tageous account ;  they  fail  to  Paita  ;  Pizarro  entertained  on  Jloore  by  a  Peruvian  lady  ; 
returns  to  Panama,  but  being  oppofed  by  the  governor,  embarks  for  Spain ;  Pizarro  is  fa- 
vourably received  by  Charles  V.  who  grants  him  commij/ions  and  powers  for  purfuing  his  con- 
quejls  ;  he  is  joined  by  his  brothers  and  returns  to  Panama,  whence  he  continues  his  courfe  to 
St.  Matthew's  bay  ;  attacks  the  defencelefs  Indians,  which  occafions  his  being  dijirejfed for 
want  of  provifions ;  he  lands  at  Tumbez,  the  inhabitants  of  'which fly  into  the  country,  and 
leave  immenfe  riches  behind  them,  which  are  feized  by  Pizarro,  who  builds  a  fort  upon  the 
coaflt ;  a  review  of  the  divijions  in  Peru  at  the  time  of  Pizarro  s  difcovering  that 
kingdom. 


SEVERAL  Spanifh  writers  have  reprefented 
Francis  Pizarro  as  a  nobleman  by  birth, 
while  others,  with  greater  appearance  of 
probability,  maintain,  that  he  was  the  illigiti- 
mate  fon  of  Gonzalo  Pizarro,  an  officer  at  Trux- 
illo,  a  town  in  the  province  of  Eftremadura  in 
Spain,  who  fuffered  him  to  be  expofed  as  a  found- 
ling at  the  door  of  a  church  ;  but  being  difco- 
vered  to  be  the  lather,  he  was  compelled  to  take 
him  under  his  own  care ;  but  he  fulfilled  the 
duty  of  a  parent  very  indifferently,  giving  him 
no  education,  employing  him  in  the  mod  fer- 
vile  offices,  and  in  particular  that  of  keeping  his 
hogs. 

At  length  young  Pizarro  ran  away  from  the 
herd,  and  got  on  board  a  fhip  bound  for  the 
Weft  Indies,  where  he  lb  diftinguifhed  himfelf 
in  the  wars  of  Hifpaniola  and  Cuba,  that  he  ob- 
tained a  commiilion  ;  and  at  length  failed  with 
Hojeda  to  the  gulph  of  Darien,  by  whom  he 
was  left  to  govern,  in  his  abfence,  a  colony 
which  he  had  fettled  there. 

Alter  this,  he  lerved  under  Nunez  de  Balbca, 
and  having  acquired  a   lur.dlbme  fortune,  fet- 


tled at  Panama,  on  its  being  firft  built,  and 
feemed  wholly  difpofed  to  a  life  of  eafe  and  en- 
joyment ;  from  which  however,  he  was  diverted 
by  that  thirft  of  riches  which  almoft  always  at- 
tends, and  encreafes  with  the  polfeffion  of  them. 

The  Pinions  had  difcovered  Brazil,  on  the 
eaftern  coaft  of  South  America,  in  the  begin- 
ning of  the  fixteenth  century,  but  no  difcoveries 
had  been  hitherto  made  to  the  weft  of  it, 
when  Pizarro  entered  into  partnerfhip  with  Die- 
go de  Almagro,  and  Ferdinand  de  Luques,  a 
rich  prieft,  who  was  fettled  at  Panama,  to  pur- 
lue  the  enquiries  which  Nunez  de  Balboa  had 
let  on  foot  for  that  purpofe. 

Diego  took  his  name  of  Almagro,  from  a 
town  in  the  province  of  Caftile  in  Old  Spain, 
where  he  was  found,  when  an  infant,  in  the 
ftreet,  fo  that  it  was  never  known  who  was  his 
father. 

Pizarro  and  Almagro,  were  to  let  fail  on  this 
expedition,  and  in  cafe  of  new  difcoveries,  the 
former  was  to  keep  pofTeffion  of  the  place,  while 
the  latter  returned  to  Panama  to  procure  re- 
cruit? and  other  nectffaries,  which  Dc  Luques, 

in 
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in  quality  of  agent,  was  to  provide  ;  and  this 
office  was  allotted  to  him,  as  lie  was  both  the 
oldeft  and  the  richeft.  of  the  three,  being  pro- 
prietor of  the  ifland  of  Tobago  in  the  bay  of 
Panama,  and  worth  a  large  llim  in  ready  money. 
Thispartnerfhipmadea  great  noife  in  the  world, 
and  like  other  projects,  was  treated  as  a  wild 
and  vifionary  fcheme,  which  would  infallibly  end 
in  the  ruin  of  the  projectors :  but  regardleis  of  idle 
fugo-cftions,  or  vulgar  opinions,  they  perfilled  in 
their  defigns  •,  folemnly  promiied  each  other  that 
neither  danger  nor  dilappointment  mould  make 
them  give  up  the  enterprize,  and  that  they 
would  make  an  equal  divilion  of  the  wealth  they 
ihould  obtain,  having  firfl  dedu&ed  the  empe- 
ror's (Charles  V.  of  Spain's)  dues,  and  all  con- 
tingent charges. 

This  agreement  being  made,  they  repaired 
to  hifh  mafs,  which  was  celebrated  in  the  moft 
folemn  manner,  by  the  prieft  Ferdinand  de  Lu- 
ques,  who  having  broke  the  wafer  into  three 
pieces,  took  the  fifft  himfelf,  and  adminiftered 
the  reft  to  his  companions,  as  a  token  that  they 
would  purfue  their  project  with  as  much  earneft- 
nefs  as  if  their  eternal  happinefs  depended  on  it. 
Don  Pedro  Arias  d'Avila,  or  as  he  is  com- 
monly called,  Pedrarias,  was  at  this  time  go- 
vernor of  Panama ;  and  they  found  it  an  eafy 
matter  to  obtain  his  fanflion  to  their  agreement, 
as  he  looked  upon  it  as  a  ridiculous  attempt  in 
three  private  men  :  for  having  himfelf  promoted 
two  or  three  expeditions  which  had  tailed,  he 
cculd  not  think  it  poiTible  fcr  them  to  fucceed  ; 
and  even  if  they  did,  his  avarice,  pride,  and 
cruelty  were  fuch,  that  he  would  have  made  no 
fcruple  to  ufe  his  rank  and  authority  to  make 
himfelf  mafter  of  their  acquifitions  :  on  the  o- 
ther  hand,  if  they  mifcarried,  no  difadvantage 
would  arife  to  him.  However,  being  foon  after- 
wards removed  from  his  government,  he  nei- 
ther reaped  any  advantage  from  their  voyage,  nor 
had  the  latisfaftion  of  hearing  of  their  mifcarriage. 
Pizarro  embarked  about  the  middle  of  No- 
vember 1524,  in  a  new  fhip,  with  one  hundred 
and  fourteen  men,  officers  included,  and  failed 
to  the  Pearl  I  {lands  in  the  midft  of  the  bay  of 
Panama,  where  he  took  in  wood  and  water,  and 
hay  for  four  horfes,  which  he  had  on  board,  and 
then  proceeding  about  one  hundred  leagues  to 
the  lbuthward,  landed  at  Port  Pinas,  upon  the 
continent,  where  he  endeavoured  to  penetrate 
into  the  country  -,  but  the  inhabitants  having 
left  their  habitations,  and  meeting  with  nothing 
but  bogs  and  mountains  over-run  with  wood, 
without  any  profpecl:  of  provifions,  he  ran  far- 
ther down  the  coaft  ;  bat  rinding  the  fame  incon- 
veniences there,  and  perceiving  the  rainy  feafon 
coming  on,  and  his  men  beginning  to  ficken, 
through  fatigue  and  want  of  proper  provifions, 
he  fent  his  fhip  to  procure  frefh  fup plies  at  the 
Me  of  Pearls. 

Pizarro,  in  the  mean  time,  was  joined  by  Al- 
magro  with  two  mips,  and  fixty  recruits  •,  when 
notwithftanding  the  unhealthinefs  of  the  climate, 
they  continued  on  the  coaft,  and  had  many  en- 
counters with  the  natives,  in  one  of  which  Al- 
magro  loft  an  eye  ;  but  happening  in  iome  of 
their  excurfions  to  meet  with  gold  to  the  value 
of  fourteen  or  fifteen  thoufand  crowns,  they  re- 
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covered  their  fpirits,  and  refolved,  in  fpite  of  all 
oppofition,  to  proceed  on  the  enterprize,  in 
which  they  were  encouraged  by  their  pilot,  who, 
during  the  time  of  their  being  on  fhore,  had  run 
down  as  far  as  cape  PalTaro,  under  the  equator, 
where  he  had  feized  fome  prifoners,  who  had 
given  him  a  defcription  of  the  riches  of  Peru, 
far  furpaffing  their  moft  fanguine  expectations. 

When  the  pilot  returned  with  this  agreeable 
news,  he  found  Pizarro  in  great  diftrefs  ;  his 
money  being  gone,  his  provifions  exhaufted,  the 
men  fick,  and  Almagro  gone  to  Panama  with 
what  gold  they  had  taken,  to  raife  recruits,  and 
puTchafe  provifions  and  necelTaries. 

Almagro  having  been  joined  by  about  forty 
recruits,  and  purchafed  horfes,  arms,  cloaths, 
provifions  and  medicines,  returned  to  Pizarro, 
whofe  fituation,  by  this  time,  was  very  deplo- 
rable ;  the  greater  part  of  his  men  being  either 
fick  or  dead.  Plowever,  they  removed  from  this 
unwholfome  place,  to  the  ifland  of  Gallo  ;  where 
having  ftaid  about  fifteen  days,  they  ran  along 
the  coaft  ftill  farther  fouth,  and  found  the  wea- 
ther continue  fo  bad,  and  the  country  fo  much 
under  water,  that  Pizarro  himfelf  began  to  de- 
fpair  of  fuccefs. 

Their  affairs  now  wore  fo  indifferent  an 
afpeft,  and  the  difpute  about  purfuing  or  aban- 
doning their  voyage  was  fo  violent,  that  the  two 
commanders  were  near  drawing  their  fwords  ; 
but  the  former  being  determined  on,  Pizarro, 
with  the  remainder  of  his  men,  returned  to  the 
ifland  of  Gallo,  there  to  wait  till  Almagro,  who 
was  again  difpatched  to  Panama  for  reinforce- 
ments, fhould  return. 

Many  of  the  foldiers  defired  to  go  along  with 
him  •,  but  this  was  abiblutely  refufed  :  and  as 
feveral  of  the  men  had  threatened  to  complain 
to  the  governor,  that  fending  them  on  that  ex- 
pedition was  devoting  them  to  abfolute  de- 
ftrudtion,  great  care  was  taken  to  prevent  their 
fending  any  letters  ;  notwithftanding  which,  a 
paper  fubferibed  by  moft  of  them,  fetting  forth 
their  hardlhips,  and  defiring  to  be  recalled,  was 
fo  artfully  concealed  in  a  bottom  of  cotton  yarn, 
that  it  efcaped  the  vigilance  of  the  officers,  and 
came  fafely  to  the  hands  of  Pedro  los  Rios,  the 
new  governor,  Pedrarias  having  been  lately  re- 
moved from  his  government. 

In  confequence  of  this  paper,  Almagro  was 
prevented  from  raifing  more  recruits ;  and  the 
governor  fent  a  fhip  to  the  ifland  of  Gallo,  with 
a  commiffary  on  board  it,  to  bring  back  all  the 
furviving  foldiers.  Pizarro,  mortified  in  the 
higheft  degree  at  the  arrival  of  this  fhip,  intreat- 
ed  the  commander  to  allow  fuch  of  the  men  as 
voluntarily  chofe  it,  to  remain  with  him  •,  which 
being  granted,  he  drew  a  line  with  the  point  of 
his  fword,  and  told  his  people,  that  if  they 
thought  proper,  they  were  at  liberty  to  return  to 
Panama  ;  but  he  endeavoured,  in  the  moft  pathe- 
tic terms,  to  perfuade  them  not  to  abandon  the 
enterprize,  when  they  were  on  the  point  of  reap- 
ing a  golden  harveft,  to  repay  their  fufferings :  he 
declared  that  for  his  part,  he  faw  that  fo  great 
advantages  muft  attend  this  perfeverance,  that 
he  would  perifh  in  the  undertaking  rather  than 
deiertit :  that  he  had  no  intention  of  taking  the 
leaft  advantage  of  them,  but  that  thofe  who  re- 
mained 
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mained  fhould  fhare  equally  with  himfelf  what- 
ever fell  into  his  hands  ;  and  concluded  with 
defiring  thofe  who  had  courage  enough  to  per- 
fift,  to  come  over  the  line  he  had  drawn  :  but 
fo  great  had  been  the  diftreffes  of  thofe  poor  peo- 
ple, that  only  thirteen  men  and  a  mulatto  came 
over,  arid  the  reft  embarking  with  the  commif- 
fary,  returned  to  Panama. 

The  fituation  of  Pizarro  was  now  extremely 
dreadful ;  he  was  not  only  deprived  of  the  means 
of  performing  any  considerable  exploit  at  pre- 
fent  ;  but  his  future  profpeft  was  very  little 
better.  However,  he  concealed  his  uneafinefs, 
and  retired  with  a  few  daring  followers  of  his 
defperate  fortune  to  the  ifland  of  Gorgona,  for 
a  fupply  of  water,  and  ftaid  there  till  he  Was 
joined  by  Almagro,  with  a  pilot,  and  a  few  vo- 
lunteers, whom,  with  fome  difficulty,  he  had 
allured  into  the  fervice. 

They  left  Gorgona  with  thefe  men,  and  fail- 
ing along  the  coait,  patted  the  Equator  ;  and  at 
length  found  themfelves  in  thirty  degrees  fouth 
latitude,  having  fpent  two  years  in  a  voyage, 
which,  now  that  the  trade  winds  and  currents 
are  known,  is  often  performed  in  as  many  weeks. 
However  they  picked  up,  during  the  paffage, 
feveral  Indian  veffels  of  confiderable  value,which 
feemed  to  confirm  their  expectations  of  the 
wealth  of  the  coaft,  to  be  allured  of  which,  Pi- 
zarro determined  to  fend  Pedro  de  Candia,  a 
fenfible  perfon,  and  of  good  addrefs,  to  pene- 
trate as  far  as  he  could  into  Tumbez,  and  to 
make  his  report  from  his  own  obfervations. 

Pedro  having  found  means  to  render  himfelf 
agreeable  to  the  Indians,  executed  his  commif- 
fion  in  the  moft  mafterly  manner,  and  returned 
fafely  to  Pizarro,  alluring  him  that  the  country 
exceeded  all  imagination  ;  that  the  wealth  and 
fplendorof  the  inhabitants,  and  the  magnificence 
of  their  public  buildings  were  incredible,  in  the 
conftruclion  of  which  great  art  and  fkill  were 
apparent,  and  that  the  very  walls  of  them  were 
covered  with  gold  and  filver. 

Hereupon  Pizarro  held  a  council  among  his 
people,  in  which,  after  much  deliberation,  it 
was  determined  that  they  fhould  return  to  Pana- 
ma ;  where,  being  now  enabled  to  give  an  am- 
ple account  of  the  advantages  to  be  reaped  from 
an  expedition  to  Peru,  made  in  proper  manner,  it 
was  to  be  hoped  that  they  would  meet  with  people 
enough  willing  to  embark  in  fo  advantageous  an 
undertaking,  and  obtain  fupplies  fufficient  to 
enfure  their  fuccefs ;  befides  which  it  was  agreed, 
that  in  their  prefent  fituation,  they  could  have 
very  little  hope  of  fucceeding. 

But  they  refolved  firft  of  all  to  fail  a  few 
leagues  up  the  coaft,  where  they  made  Paita,  to 
which  Pizarro  gave  the  name  of  Santa  Cruz,  and 
finding  this  one  of  the  beft  harbours  on  the  coaft 
of  Peru,  they  caft  anchor  ;  and  going  on  fhore, 
found  the  natives  very  humane  and  civil,  willing 
to  fupply  them  with  what  provifions  they  want- 
ed, in  exchange  for  fifh-hooks,  glafs  beads,  and 
other  trifles. 

They  weighed  from  this  harbour,  leaving  on 
fhore  one  of  their  people,  named  Alphonlo  de 
Molina,  who  had  feparated  from  them,  and  ha- 
ving coafted  farther  fouth  in  fearch  of  him,  to 


no  purpofe,  fhey  returned,  and  he  foon  after 
came  on  board  in  one  of  the  floats  of  that  coun- 
try, and  informed  them  that  he  had  been  enter- 
tained in  a  very  handfome  manner  by  a  lady  of 
great  diftinftion,  who  was  extremely  defirous  of 
feeing  the  fhip  •,  and  foon  afterwards  fhe  fent  o- 
ther  floats  to  pilot  them  to  a  fafer  part  of  the 
harbour. 

Hereupon  Pizarro  fcnt  Molina  and  three  o- 
ther  perfons  on  fhore,  to  invite  the  Peruvian 
lady  on  board  •,  in  conlequence  of  which  fhe  came 
with  them,  when  Pizarro  entertained  her  in  the 
moft  elegant  manner  his  circumftances  would 
admit.  In  return  for  which  fhe  invited  him  on 
fhore  ;  and  though  he  offered  to  wait  on  her 
without  hoftages,  fhe  abfolutely  refilled  it  •,  and 
next  morning  lent  twelve  Peruvians  of  quality 
on  board,  who  remained  there  during  the  time 
that  he  was  on  fhore. 

The  lady,  with  a  great  number  of  her  attend- 
ants, received  Pizarro  as  foon  as  he  landed,  and 
conducted  him  and  his  people  to  an  elegant  har- 
bour, where  fhe  entertained  them  at  dinner,  and 
afterwards,  with  feveral  Indian  diverfions  -,  in 
return  for  which  civilities  it  is  afferted  that  Pi- 
zarro made  a  long  fpeech,  fetting  forth  the  ex- 
cellencies of  the  chriftian  religion,  and  the  er- 
rors of  idolatry  ;  and  concluded  with  exhorting 
her  and  her  attendants  to  embrace  the  truth, 
and  to  fubmit  to  the  King  of  Spain  who  was  the 
moft  powerful  monarch  on  earth. 

To  this  difcourfe  it  is  pretended  that  the  Pe- 
ruvians anfwercd  in  general  terms,  that  they 
knew  but  little  of  religion,  but  were  fatisficd 
with  that  of  their  anceftors ;  and  as  to  a  fove- 
reign  prince,  they  knew  of  none  that  ought  to 
command  their  allegiance,  but  their  own  lawful 
Inca.  But  as  it  does  not  appear  that  Pizarro 
'  had  any  interpreter,  and  as  he  could  yet 
have  no  opportunity  of  learning  the  Peruvian 
language,  we  are  much  at  a  lols  to  underftand 
in  what  manner  he  converfed  with  this"  lady. 

The  entertainment  being  at  an  end,  the  Spa- 
niards returned  on  board,  well  pleafed  with  their 
reception ;  and  when  they  were  about  to  hoift 
fail,  a  perfon  named  Alcon,  who  had  attended 
Molina  in  his  embaffy  to  the  lady,  having  fal- 
len deeply  in  love  with  her,  begged  that  he 
might  be  left  behind,  which  being  refufed  him-, 
he  went  raving  mad,  declaring  that  he  was  a 
king,  and  telling  his  companions  that  they  were 
vagabonds  and  ufurpers,  come  to  deprive  him 
of  his  crown,  which  however  he  would  defend 
with  his  fword  ;  on  which  he  drew  that  weapon, 
and  would  have  done  fome  mifchief,  had  he  not" 
been  fecured  and  laid  in  irons. 

Pizarro  arrived  at  Panama  towards  the  latter 
end  of  the  year  1527,  with  feveral  large  pieces 
of  gold,  three  Indian  boys,  whom  lie  intended 
to  educate  for  interpreters,  and  fome  Peruvian 
fheep. 

From  the  fpecimens  he  brought  with  him  of 
the  riches  of  the  country,  and  the  accounts  his 
people  gave  of  what  they  had  feen,  thofe  who 
had  before  ridiculed  the  expedition  as  ruinous 
and  abfurd,  began  to  confefs  their  error,  and  in- 
cline to  partake  of  its  advantages.  But  Pizarro 
being  oppoled  by  the  governor  in  levying  men, 
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and  other  preparations  for  profecuting  his 
(cherries  ;  and  finding  an  authority  fuperior  to 
Ids  own  to  be  absolutely  neceflary,  he,  with  the 
cunfent  of  his  partners,  embarked  for  Old  Spain, 
to  folicit  the  protection  of  the  emperor,  and  fuch 
powers  as  were  requifite  for  carrying  their  plan 
Into  execution. 

Pizarro  arriving  in  fafety  at  Seville,  went  from 
thence  to  Toledo,  where  Charles  the  fifth  then 
held  his  court ;  and  having  prefented  his  ma- 
jefty  with  fome  of  the  Peruvians  drefTed  in  their 
proper  habits,  together  with  fome  gold  and  fil- 
ver  vefiels  which  were  made  in  the  country,  and 
two  or  three  Peruvian  fheep,  he  was  received  in 
the  mod  gracious  manner. 

His  majefty  having  attended  with  pleafure  to 
Pizarro's  account  of  his  adventures  in  fearch  of 
Peru,  referred  him  for  in/tractions  to  the  coun- 
cil of  the  Indies,  who  authorized  him  to  pro- 
ceed in  the  conqueft  of  that  empire  as  far  as  two 
hundred  leagues  to  the  fouthward  of  Tumbez. 
He  alio  procured  an  imperial  grant  of  the  titles 
of  governor  and  captain-general,  with  the  offices 
of  lieutenant  and  chief  jullice  of  Peru. 

This  was  acting  directly  contrary  to  his  agree- 
ment with  his  partners,  as  he  had  promifed  to 
procure  the  title  of  lord  lieutenant  for  Almagro, 
and  that  of  chief  juftice  for  his  pilot,  who  had 
ierved  him  with  equal  fkill  and  fidelity.  How- 
ever, he  obtained  the  title  of  proctor-general  of 
the  Peruvians  for  Ferdinand  de  Luques,  with 
the  emperor's  promife  of  recommending  him  to 
the  pope  as  a  proper  perlon  to  be  nominated 
bifhop  of  Tumbez,  of  which  place  Almagro  was 
appointed  governor,  with  the  title  of  Don,  and 
his  baftard  fon  was  legitimated.  Of  the  thir- 
teen men  who  had  chofen  to  remain  with  Pizarro 
on  the  ifiand  of  Gallo,  on  fuch  as  were  gentle- 
men the  honour  of  knighthood  was  conferred, 
and  fuch  as  were  not,  were  raifed  to  the  rank  of 
gentlemen. 

On  the  twenty-fixth  of  July  1528,  thefe  com- 
miifions  were  made  out  at  Toledo,  and  fix  Do- 
minican friars  were  ordered  to  attend  Pizarro  as 
miffionaries  to  affift  in  the  converfion  of  the  Pe- 
ruvians •,  and  though  the  emperor  expected  to 
reap  no  fmall  advantages  from  this  expedition, 
he  did  not  contribute  any  thing  toward  defray- 
ing the  charges  of  it  :  and  indeed  it  is  worthy  of 
remark,  that  this  was  conftantly  the  good  fortune 
of  Spain  in  her  American  conquefts,  for  the 
countries  not  only  yeilded  fufficientto  reimburfe 
the  expences,  but  even  to  fatiate  the  avarice  of 
the  conquerors. 

The  affairs  which  brought  Pizarro  into  Spain  be- 
ing now  fettled,  he  paid  a  vifit  to  Truxillo,  the  place 
of  his  birth,  where  he  found  that  his  father  had 
been  married  to  a  woman  of  family  by  whom  he 
had  three  fons,  Ferdinand,  Gonzalo,  and  John  ; 
and  that  his  mother,  who  was  but  a  poor  coun- 
try girl,  had  wedded  a  farmer,  by  whom  fhe  had 
a  fon  called  Francis  Martin  de  Alcantara  :  and 
thefe  four  brothers  being  grown  up  to  man's  eftate, 
he  enlifted  them  into  his  fervice,  and  embark- 
ing with  them  at  Seville,  arrived  fafely  at  Nom- 
bre  de  Dios,  from  which  place  he  and  all  his 
people  marched  over  land  to  Panama. 

Almagro  was  very  much  difgufted  at  Pizarro, 


for  having  engrofTed  to  himfelf  all  the  honour 
and  authority,  and  at  firft  abfolutely  refufed  to 
affift  him  any  farther  in  the  expedition,  till  Pi- 
zarro having  promifed  to   give  up  the  title  of 
lord  lieutenant,  and  to  yeild  him  fome  other  ad- 
vantages, they  were  to  all  appearance  reconciled, 
and  Almagro  promifed  to  affift  him  as  before  ; 
but  he  never  fincerely  forgave  him,  as  will  ap- 
pear in  the  fequel. 

Three  (hips  being  prepared  for  the  expedition, 
on  board  of  which  were  one  hundred  and  eighty- 
five  foldiers,  thirty-feven  horfes,  with  arms, 
ammunition  and  provifions,  Pizarro  fet  Jail  from 
Panama  ;  but  meeting  with  fuch  contrary  winds 
that  he  was  unable  to  keep  the  fea  with  his  horfes 
on  board,  he  came  to  an  anchor  at  a  place  which 
he  called  St.  Matthew's  bay,  above  an  hundred 
leagues  to  the  northward  of  Tumbez.  Here  he 
landed,  and  thinking  himfelf  ftrong  enough  to 
drive  the  poor  Indians  before  him,  he  attacked 
them  without  the  leaft  provocation,  made  many 
of  them  prifoners,  and  plundered  their  towns,  in 
which  he  found  prodigious  wealth  :  for  thefe 
people,  being  honeft  themfelves,  had  no  fufpi- 
cion  of  the  Spaniards,  and  confequently  took 
no  care  to  hide  any  thing  from  them. 

In  confeqiience  of  this  cruel  and  injudicious 
behaviour,  Pizarro  was  foon  reduced  to  the 
greateft  diftrefs  for  want  of  provifions  ;  and 
many  of  his  people  contracted  a  ftrange  kind  of 
diforder,  which  they  imputed  to  the  water  they 
drank  being  poifoned  :  for  their  faces  and  bodies 
were  fuddenly  covered  with  warts,  that  put 
them  to  extreme  pain,  and  on  their  being  cut  off 
fome  of  them  bled  to  death. 

Pizarro  now  too  late  difcovered  his  error  in 
not  courting  the  friendfhip  of  the  natives,  being 
in  no  condition  to  make  a  conqueft  of  Peru  with 
the  forces  he  had  left :  wherefore  he  fent  his 
Ihips  back  to  Panama  for  reinforcements :  he 
alio  fent  to  the  fame  place  thirty  thoufand  pezoes 
in  gold,  befides  a  confiderable  number  of  fine 
emeralds,  and  might  have  fent  many  more,  but 
for  the'  folly  of  fome  of  his  people,  who  broke 
many  of  them  to  pieces  with  hammers,  in  order 
to  try  if  they  were  as  hard  as  diamonds. 

Pizarro  being  joined  by  feveral  recruits  from 
Almagro,  and  fome  Spaniards,  whom  the  report 
of  the  riches  of  the  country  had  invited  hither 
from  Nicaragua,  a  place  far  to  the  north-weft  of 
Panama,  and  near  the  bay  of  Honduras,  he 
continued  his  march  to  Tumbez,  keeping  the 
fea  ftill  in  fight  till  he  came  near  the  ifiand  of 
Puna. 

As  great  difputes  fubfifted  between  the  inha- 
bitants of  this  ifiand  and  the  people  of  Tumbez, 
Pizarro  thought  to  avail  himfelf  of  their  difien- 
fions  by  making  friends  of  the  former :  but 
having  parted  into  the  ifiand,  and  difagreeing 
with  the  inhabitants,  he  attacked  and  routed 
them,  fetting  at  liberty  above  fix  hundred  na- 
tives of  Tumbez,  and  among  them  a  perfon  of 
great  quality  :  thefe  he  fent  home  with  three  of 
his  own  people  ;  and  in  confequence  of  this 
civility  expected  to  have  found  the  Tumbezenes 
his  friends  :  but  if  any  credit  is  to  be  given  to 
the  Spanifh  hiftorians,  he  was  greatly  deceived  ; 
for  they  facrificed  thefe  three  men  to  their  idols, 

and 


24o         THE    DISCOVERY    AND    CONQUEST    OF    PERU, 


and  treacheroufly  murdered  the  firft  of  his  people 
that  afterwards  fell  into  their  hands. 

However  the  landing  fome  Spanifh  horfe  and 
artillery  among  them,  foon  threw  them  into  con- 
fufion,  for  they  fled  wherever  the  Spaniards  ad- 
vanced, who  at  length  made  themlelves  entire 
mafters  of  the  valley  of  Tumbez,  where  they 
found  fuch  incredible  heaps  of  treafure  that  they 
could  hardly  believe  their  own  eyes,  on  their 
finding  them  fo  fuddenly  in  their  poffefiion :  at 
length  they  tcck  pofleffion  of  the  Inca's  palace 
and  of  the  temple  of  the  fun,  where  gold,  filver, 
pearls,  emeralds,  and  other  rich  treafures,  lay 
in  innumerable  heaps. 

So  great  was  the  confirmation  produced  a- 
mor.g  the  fugitives  by  the  thunder  of  the  ord- 
nance, and  the  appearance'  of  the  horfes,  that 
they  declared  that  if  the  Spaniards  were  not 
gods,  they  muft  be  devils ;  for  no  human  power 
could  withftand  them. 

Pizarro  now  determined  to  take  all  advan- 
tages of  the  terrors  his  preience  had  infufed  ;  he 
however  thought  proper  to  defer  his  march  till 
he  had  erected  a  fort,  to  which  he  might  retreat 
in  cafe  of  emergency,  and  in  which  the  troops 
he  expected  might  be  quartered  :  and  accord- 
ingly he  built  one  on  the  fea  coaft,  to  which  he 
gave  the  name  of  St.  Michael :  this  was  per- 
formed in  the  year  153 1,  and  was  the  firft  Spa- 
nifh colony  planted  in  Peru.  A  church  was  alfo 
erected  at  the  fame  time,  and  father  Ferdinand 
de  Luques  being,  by  indifpofition,  rendered 
iHCapable  of  fulfilling  the  office  of  protector  of 
the  Indies,  F,  Reginal  de  Pedraga  was  appoint- 
ed to  that  ftation. 

A  fettlement  of  this  fort  was  undoubtedly 
much  wanted  •,  and  there  was  no  place  on  the 
coaft  fo  proper  for  the  purpofe  as  that  which 
Pizarro  made  choice  of  :  nor  was  his  next  ftep 
lefs  prudent  •,  for  he  made  an  equal  diftribution 
among  his  people,  of  all  the  gold  and  filver  in 
his  poffeffion,  giving  notes  for  it  payable  at 
Panama,  to  fuch  as  were  to  accompany  him  in 
his  future  conquefts  ;  and  to  thofe  who  were  to 
remain  behind  in  the  new  colony,  delivering  their 
refpective  fhares  without  abatement,  to  enable 
them  to  purfue  their  feveral  occupations. 

It  was  evident  that  he  could  not  maintain  his 
footing  in  this  country  but  by  force,  and  as  by 
erecting  and  fortifying  a  town  there  could  be  no 
doubt  but  that  he  intended  to  remain,  the  news 
of  this  tranfaction,  as  well  as  of  his  compelling 
the  natives  who  lived  near  it  to  fubmitj  not  only 
ta  himfelf,  but  to  the  meaneft  Spaniard,  foon 
fpread  through  the  whole  empire,  and  engaged 
the  two  brothers,  who  were  contending  for  the 
throne,  to  turn  their  eyes  upon  thofe  who  might 
foon  have  the  empire  at  their  difpofal :  but  as 
the  difputes  between  thele  two  brothers,  proved 
not  only  their  own  ruin,  but  the  chief  caufe  that 
reduced  this  great  empire  to  the  fubjei'tion  of 
the  Spaniards,  it  is  necefTary,  in  order  to  render 
this  hiftory  intelligible,  to  take  a  view  of  the 
affairs  of  Peru,  at  the  time  that  Pizarro  invad- 
ed it. 

We  are  informed,  by  the  concurrent  tefti- 
mony  of  all  hiftoria,nSj  that  the  late  emperor 


Guayanacapa  diftinguifhed  himfelf  by  his  many 
virtues  :  that  he  was  generous,  valiant  and  hu- 
mane, and  that  his  good  fortune  was  not  be- 
neath his  deferts  :  he  was  ufually  fuccefsful  in 
his  undertakings,  having  made  feveral  additions 
to  his  dominions,  and  in  particular  fubdued  the 
province  of  Quito  ;  to  confirm  his  title  to  which, 
he  married  the  daughter  of  the  late  fovereign  of 
that  country,  by  whom  he  had  a  fon  called  Ata- 
hualpa  or  Atabaliba,  to  whom,  on  his  death  bed, 
he  bequeathed  the  crown  of  Quito,  as  being  in- 
dependent of  the  Inca's  dominions,  and  its  de- 
fcending  to  him  in  right  of  his  mother. 

But  Huefcar,  the  eldeft  fon  of  Guayanacapa, 
fucceeding  to  the  hereditary  dominions  of  his 
father,,  infilled  upon  Atabaliba's  iurrendering 
the  kingdom  of  Quito,  promifing,  in  return, 
to  affign  him  lands  for  his  fubfiftence,  and  to 
give  him  a  fhare  of  his  father's  treafures.  To 
this  propofal  Atabaliba  refilled  his  confent,  but 
offered  to  pay  Huefcar  homage  for  the  crown. 

In  confequence  of  this  dilpute  formidable  ar- 
mies were  raifed  on  each  fide,  between  which  an 
engagement  enfued,  which  lafted  for  three  days 
with  great  and  repeated  (laughter.  At  length 
Atabaliba's  forces  were  defeated,  and  he  himfelf 
taken  prifoner  ;  but  while  his  guards  were  im- 
merfed  in  rejoicing  and  revelry,  he  found  means 
to  break  a  hole  in  the  wall  of  the  houle  in  which 
he  was  confined,  by  which  he  made  his  efcape, 
and  returned  to  his  own  fubjects,  whom  he  found 
greatly  dejected  by  their  laft  defeat  :  however, 
he  foon  revived  their  courage  by  telling  them 
that  his  father  had  appeared  to  him  in  prifon, 
and  changing  him  into  a  ferpent,  had  given  him 
an  opportunity  of  evading  the  vigilance  of  his 
keepers. 

The  report  of  this  miracle  inftantly  fpread 
through  the  whole  empire,  and  had  fuch  an 
effect  upon  the  multitude,  that  almoft  every  one 
took  up  arms  in  his  defence,  and  he  foon  found 
himfelf  at  the  head  of  a  greater  body  of  forces 
than  he  had  ever  yet  commanded,  with  which 
he  marched  againft  his  brother,  who,  he  was  in- 
formed, was  on  the  road  to  feek  him,  with  a 
prodigious  army. 

Atabaliba  hearing  of  his  approach,  fent  two 
of  his  beft  officers,  with  three  or  four  thoufand 
light  armed  troops, to obferveHuefcar's  ftrengthi 
who  drawing  near  his  camp,  ftruck  out  of  the 
high  road,  to  avoid  being  difcovered.  Huefcar, 
with  fome  of  his  principal  courtiers  and  officers, 
had,  at  this  very  inftant,  retired  into  the  fame 
bye-road,  to  fhun  the  noife  and  buftle  of  his 
army  ;  when  Atabaliba's  men  perceiving  the 
royal  ftandard,  and  guefftng  the  true  ftate  of  the 
cafe,  refolved  to  make  a  bold  pufh  for  putting 
an  immediate  end  to  the  war ;  wherefore  they 
marched  down,  furprized  and  routed  this  body 
of  troops,  and  made  Huefcar  himfelf  pri- 
foner. 

The  victors  however,  were  foon  in  the  utmoft 
danger,  for  Huefcar's  army  having  intelligence 
of  what  had  paffed,  furrounded  this  handful  of 
men,  and  threatened  immediately  to  cut  them  in 
pieces.  In  this  extremity  they  told  Huefcar, 
that  if  he  did  not  inftantly  command  his  army 
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to  retire,  they  would  cut  off  his  head,  and  then 
die- on  the  fpot  to  the  laft  man,  being  determined 
not  to  furfender.  At  the  fame  time  they  told 
him  that  he  need  be  under  no  apprehenfions  from 
his  confinement,  fince  all  that  Atabaliba  requir- 
ed, was  the  permiffion  to  enjoy  his  own  kingdom 
of  Quito  in  peace,  which  being  once  fecured  to 


him,  he  was  too  generous  to  think,  of  detaining 
him. 

On  this  Huefcar  made  a  fignal  to  his  army 
to  halt,  and  ordered  his  principal  officers  to 
draw  off  their  forces  to  Cuzco,  the  place  of  the 
Inca's  refidence  j  which  command  was  immedi- 
ately complied  with. 


CHAP. 


II. 


The  ajjijlance  of  Pizarrofolicited  by  the  contending  parties  ';  account  of  fame  traditions  refpe£ling 
the  Spaniards  ;  Pizarro  introduced  to  Atabaliba,  who  in  return  -waits  upon  the  Spanijh 
general j  the  Spaniards  fall  on  the  natives  and  take  the  prince  prifoner  ;  Huefcar  put  to 
death  privately  ;  Ferdinand  Pizarro  fets  out  for  Spain;  the  occafion  of  Atabaliba  s  defl ruc- 
tion ;  a  retrofpeB  of  the  affairs  of  Peru  ;  Pedro  de  Silverado  enters  Peru  with  an  army, 
but  is  prevailed  upon  to  retire  to  his  government  in  Mexico  ;  Pizarro  lays  the  foundations  of 
the  cities  of  Lima  arid  Truxillo  ;  Almagro  affumes  the  title  of  Governor  of  Cuzco,  but  is 
perfuaded  to  refign  it ;  the  mines  of  Pot  of  difcovered. 


t  I  '  HIS  was  the  fituation  of  affairs  when 
Pizarro  entered  Peru,  and  was  firft  foli- 
cited  to  affift  Huefcar  •,  but  he  anfwered 
in  general  terms  that  he  was  on  his  march  to  affift 
the  diftreffed,  and  fee  juftice  impartially  admi- 
niftered.  He  was  afterwards  honoured  with  a 
folemn  embaffy  from  Atabaliba,  deliring  his 
friendihip  and  alliance  :  on  which  he  determin- 
ed immediately  to  vifit  that  prince  at  Caxamalca, 
where  he  then  was. 

The  Spaniards  in  their  way  thither,  fuffered 
exceffively,  by  marching  over  a  parched,  barren 
defart,  for  upwards  of  twenty  leagues,  after 
which  they  found  themfelves  in  a  rich,  fertile 
country,  where  having  ftaid  awhile  to  refrefh 
themfelves,  they  continued  their  journey  with 
more  i'atisfaclion. 

Soon  afterwards  the  Spaniards  were  met  by 
other  ambaffadors,  who  prefented  to  Pizarro,  in 
the  name  of  the  Inca,  a  pair  of  gold  bufkins 
richly  adorned  with  bracelets  of  the  fame  metal 
fetwith  emeralds  and  other  precious  ftones, which 
he  was  informed  that  he  was  to  wear  at  his  hav- 
ing an  audience  of  Atabaliba,  who  would  eafily 
know  him  on  feeing  his  own  prelents. 

Bcfides  thefe,  the  ambaffadors  prefented  him 
with  many  other  things  of  value,  and  brought 
with  them  plenty  of  provifions,  of  which  the 
army  at  that  time  was  in  great  want. 

The  chief  of  this  embaffy,  who  was  of  the 
blood  of  the  Incas,  behaved  with  great  polite- 
nefs  and  ceremony,  which  contributed  greatly  to 
raife  the  fpirits  of  the  Spaniards,  who  attributed 
his  behaviour  to  fear,  in  which  they  were  partly 
right  ;  for  the  Peruvians  undoubtedly  ftood  in 
awe  of  them,  not  fo  much  from  a  dread  of  their 
power,  as  from  motives  of  religion  :  for  they 
fuperftitioufly  imagined  that  the  Spaniards  were 
the  defendants  of  the  fun. 

They  had  an  old  tradition,  to  which  univerfal 
credit  was  given,  that  the  eldeft  fon  of  one  of  their 
Incas,  who  had  lived  many  ages  before,  had  feen 
a  ftrange  kind  of  fpirit,  who  called  himfelf  Vi- 
rachoca,  or  fon  of  the  fun  ;  whole  drefs  and  ap- 
pearance was  totally  different  from  that  of  the 
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Peruvians,  who  have  no  beard,  and  whofe  cloaths 
reached  no  lower  than  their  knees  ;  whereas 
this  phantom  had  a  long  beard,  a  garment  of  a 
very  unufual  make,  which  reached  down  to  his 
feet,  and  he  led  in  his  hand  a  ftrange  kind  of 
animal,  the  likenefs  of  which  the  prince  had  ne- 
ver feen. 

This  fable  worked  fo  ftrongly  upon  the  minds 
of  the  people,  and  was  fo  generally  received  as 
a  truth,  that  they  no  fooner  law  a  Spaniard  with 
a  beard,  with  his  legs  covered,  and  holding  a 
horfe  by  the  bridle,  than  they  cried  out,  "  Look, 
"  look  !  there  is  the  Inca  Virachoca,  or  the  fon 
"  of  the  fun."  It  had  alfo  been  reported  that 
the  late  Inca  Guayanacapa,  had,  a  little  before 
his  death,  prophefied  that  the  empire  was  near 
a  diffolution,  and  would  foon  become  the  pro- 
perty of  a  race  of  ftrangers  who  wore  beards. 
Thele  circumftances,  imprefling  the  minds  of 
an  ignorant  people,  together  with  the  diffenfions 
between  the  two  brothers,  greatly  facilitated  the 
conquefts  of  Pizarro. 

When  the  Spaniards  arrived  at  Caxamalca, 
they  found  that  Atabaliba  had  retired  to  a  place 
at  a  imall  diftance  ;  to  which  the  general  lent 
his  brother  Ferdinand  Pizarro  and  Ferdinand  Soto 
in  quality  of  ambaffadors  ;  who  were  introduced 
into  the  royal  prefence  with  great  pomp  and 
ceremony,  and  ftruck  with  joy  and  aftonifhment 
at  the  wealth  and  magnificence  which  every 
where  glittered  around  them. 

Atabaliba  was  feated  in  a  chair  of  maffy  gold, 
and  as  foon  as  the  Spaniards  approached  him, 
they  faluted  him  after  the  fafhion  of  their  coun- 
try, with  which  feeming  to  be  well  pleafed  he 
arole  and  embraced  them  ;  and  a  golden  chair 
being  brought  for  each  of  them,  they  fat  and 
were  ferved  by  two  beautiful  maidens  of  the  roy- 
al blood,  with  perfumed  liquors,  in  veffels  of 
gold  fet  with  emeralds.  In  this  liquor  the  Inca 
pledged  them,  and  the  manner  in  which  he  drank 
to  them,  as  they  were  told  by  the  interpreter, 
who  was  a  moft  wretched  one,  was  a  peculiar 
mark  of  his  efteem. 

They  had    afterwards  a   collation  of  fruit, 
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which  being  over,  Ferdinand  Pizarro  rhade  a 
long  fpeech,  in  which  he  told  the  emperor,  that 
Francis  Pizarro,  a  very  famous  general,  was 
come  as  ambafiador  to  him,  from  the  high  prieft 
of  the  Chriftian  church,  and  from  Charles  V,  the 
moll  powerful  emperor  upon  earth,  to  deliver 
him  and  his  iubjecls  from  the  tyranny  of  the  de- 
vil, and  to  point  out  to  him  the  right  road  to 
heaven. 

To  this  the  Inca  made,  as  they  fuppofed,  a  pa- 
thetic reply,  as  it  drew  tears  from  the  eyes  of 
thofe  who  underftood  him  ;  and  he  concluded 
by  faying  that  he  would  come  on  the  day  fol- 
lowing to  the  quarters  of  the  general,  to  hold  a 
perfonal  conference  with  him.  They  could  not 
collect  much  from  his  dilcourfe  ;  and  from  the 
imperfect  and  nonfenfical  manner  in  which  the 
interpreter  explained  to  them  what  the  Inca  had 
faid,  they  had  reafon  to  believe  that  he  had  re- 
ceived but  a  very  indifferent  explanation  of  the 
oration  delivered  by  Ferdinand  Pizarro. 

This  interpreter  was  one  of  thole  three  Indian 
boys,  whom  we  have  already  mentioned  Pizarro 
to  have  intended  educating  for  that  character  ; 
and  a  more  ftupid  one  he  could  not  have  cho- 
fen  :  his  name  was  Phillipillo,  or  Little  Philip, 
ib  called  from  the  meannefs  of  his  origin,  which 
indeed  was  but  too  apparent  in  his  intellects. 

Francis  Pizarro  being  informed  that  Ataba- 
liba  intended  to  vifit  him,  divided  his  cavalry, 
which  amounted  to  fixty  men,  into  three  troops, 
of  twenty  each,  and  thefe  he  polled  behind  an 
old  wall,  that  their  Hidden  appearance  might 
have  the  greater  effect  ;  and  putting  himfelf  at 
the  head  of  his  infantry,  whicli  amounted  to 
only  an  hundred  men,  he  waited  the  coming  of 
Atabaliba,  who  advanced  in  a  regular  manner 
with  his  army,  which  was  divided  into  four  ba- 
tallions  of  eight  thoufand  men  each  ;  and  as 
foon  as  they  came  near  the  Spaniards,  the  Inca 
fpoke  to  his  officers  in  the  following  terms  : 
"  Thefe  people  are  mefTengers  of  the  gods,  let 
"  us  be  feen  to  do  nothing  to  offend  them  ;  but 
"  on  the  contrary  ufe  our  utmofl  endeavours  to 
"  gain  them  by  civilities." 

The  figure  of  father  Vincent  de  Valverda, 
who  advanced  from  the  Spaniards,  with  a  crofs 
in  one  hand,  and  his  breviary  in  the  other,  to 
meet  the  emperor,  furprized  him  extremely  : 
however,  he  received  him  with  great  civility, 
and  liflened  with  attention  to  a  long  harangue, 
in  whicli  the  father  gave  an  account  of  the  myf- 
teries  of  the  Chriftian  religion,  the  great  power 
the  pope  derived  from  St.  Peter,  and  the  uni- 
\ trial  monarchy  of  the  emperor  Charles  V.  to 
which  it  was  neceffary  that  the  Inca  fhould  fub- 
rrnt,  for  otherwife,  God  would  harden  his  heart, 
as  he  did  that  of  Pharoah,  and  the  Spaniards 
would  let  look  upon  them  plagues  equal  to  thole 
of  Egypt. 

Nonienfical  as  fuch  an  harangue  as  this  mull, 
r.t  the  beft,  have  appeared  to  the  Inca,  who  had 
never  before  heard  of  thefe  fubjects  ;  yet  it  muft 
have  been  tlill  more  ridiculous,  when  conveyed 
through  fuch  a  channel  of  ignorance  and  barba- 
rity as  Phillipillo  ! 

The  Inca,  however  made  fome  fort  of  reply  ; 
but  what  it  was,  the  prieft  could  not  learn  from 


the  interpreter,  fo  that  they  were  equally  igno- 
rant of  each  other's  meaning.  Thus  afcene'of 
confuiion  inftantly  enfued,  which  was  increafed 
by  a  tumult  caufed  by  fome  of  the  Spaniards, 
who  obferving  an  Indian  idol  upon  a  tower, 
richly  adorned  with  gold,  filver,  and  precious 
ftones,  they  began  to  plunder  it,  in  which  they 
were  at  firft  oppofed  by  the  Indians,  till  the  em- 
peror, whole  command  to  them  was  equal  to  a 
divine  law,  gave  order  that  they  fhould  do  no- 
thing; to  offend  the  children  of  the  fun. 

At  the  noife  of  the  tumult,  father  Vincent 
running  haftily  to  appeafe  it,  dropped  his  crofs 
and  breviary  ;  when  fome  of  the  villainous  Spa- 
niards obferving  the  crofs  trampled  under  foot, 
cried  out,  "  An  infult  on  Chrillianity  !  "  And 
fuddenly  falling  on  the  Indians,  committed  a 
moll  dreadful  llaughter,  and  the  horfe  at  this 
inftant  making  their  appearance,  bore  down  all 
before  them,  while  the  poor  unrefifting  Indians 
fell  quite  facrifices  to  their  treachery,  to  the 
number  of  five  thoufand. 

Francis  Pizarro,  at  the  head  of  the  herfe,  ad- 
vanced to  feize  Atabaliba,  and  laving  hold  on 
his  robe,  dragged  him  from  the  chariot  in  which 
he  fat  on  the  fhoulders  of  his  attendants.  At 
this  inftant  one  of  the  Spaniards  attempting  to 
ftrike  the  emperor  with  his  fword,  wounded 
Pizarro  in  his  hand  ;  nor  was  there  a  drop  of 
Spanifh  blood  befides  fpilt  at  this  horrid  fcene 
of  unimpaffioned  llaughter,  of  calm,  cool  vil- 
lainy, which  happened  on  the  third  of  May 
1533,  a  ^y  kept  facred  by  the  Roman  Catholic 
church,  in  honour  of  finding  the  crofs  of  Chnft, 
after  its  having  been  many  years  buried. 

The  Spanilh  writers  give  very  different  ac- 
counts of  this  mod  inhuman  tranfacnon  ;  but 
the  moft  artful  among  them  have  never  yet  been 
able  to  wipe  away  the  ftain  it  has  reflected  on  the 
characters  of  Pizarro  and  his  followers,  and  upon 
the  name  of  Spaniard  in  general. 

Herrera,  a  Spanifh  writer,  whofe  hiftory  of 
the  Indies  is  in  high  eftimation,  acquaints  us, 
that  the  Spaniards  were  under  a  necefiky  of  act- 
ing in  this  manner  in  their  own  defence,  Ataba- 
liba having  for  a  confiderable  time,  given  him 
fair  words,  that  he  might  deftroy  them  with  more 
fecurity  :  for  which  purpofe  he  had  ordered  his 
van-guard  to  feize  on  the  Spaniards  at  a  certain 
fignal,  having  fecretly  armed  them  for  the  pur- 
pofe, and  given  them  cords  and  chains  to  bind 
thofe  whom  they  fhould  ipare  for  fervitude.  If 
this  account  were  true,  Pizarro's  attacking  the 
Indians  would  be  vindicated  by  the  law  of  felf- 
prefervation. 

On  the  other  hand,  Vega  writes,  that  Ataba- 
liba having  been  from  the  beginning  imprefled 
with  an  awe  of  the  Spaniards,  from  a  fuppofition 
of  their  being  the  children  of  the  fun,  and  the 
perfons  pointed  out  in  the  above-mentioned  pro- 
phecy, behaved  to  them  with  the  utmeft  refpect,. 
declaring  that  he  looked  upon  Pizarro  as  an  am- 
baffador  from  heaven,  to  whofe  commands  he 
was  bound  in  all  things  to  fubmit.  And  the 
fame  author  affirms,  that  when  the  Spaniards  in 
this  unprovoked  manner  attacked  the  Indians,, 
the  emperor  forbad  them  to  make  the  kail  op- 
pofition,  even   though  himfelf  fhould  be  facri- 

ficed. 
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ficed.  That  he  fubmitted  to  his  fate  with  the 
lnoft  perfect  refignation,  reprimanding  fome 
who  crouded  about  his  chariot  with  a  view  to 
aflill  him,  and  many  of  whom  perifhed  in  the  at- 
tempt. 

We  will  not  undertake  to  determine  which  is 
the  true  account  •,  but  we  cannot  help  remark- 
ing that  Herrera,  for  the  credit  of  his  country, 
endeavours  to  palliate  the  barbarous  behaviour 
of  the  Spaniards  :  while  Vega,  who  was  a  Pe- 
ruvian by  birth,  and  of  the  blood-royal,  en- 
deavours to  remove  the  odium  as  far  as  polTible 
from  his  countrymen. 

Upon  the  whole,  however,  we  think  a  pre- 
ferable credit  is  due  to  the  latter,  on  the  confi- 
deration,  that  had  Atabaliba  been  fo  cunning 
and  treacherous  as  he  is  deicribed  by  Herrera,  he 
would  hardly  have  permitted  the  Spaniards  to 
march,  unmolefted,  as  far  asCaxamalca,  when 
the  road  through  which  they  paffed  to  reach  it, 
afforded  fo  many  convenient  fituations  for  de- 
ftroying  them  to  a  man.  This  is  yet  a  farther 
consideration,  which  renders  Herrera's  account 
improbable  ;  for  if  the  Indians  had  come  prepared 
as  he  defcribes,  they  would  not  have  fubmitted 
without  ftriking  a  blow,  in  the  manner  they 
did. 

When  this  horrid  fcene  was  at  an  end,  Pizar- 
ro  removed  Atabaliba  to  his  own  quarters,  and 
directed  that  the  fpoils  of  the  field  fhould  be 
brought  before  him,  which  confifted  of  a  vaft 
variety  of  gold  and  filver  veffels,  the  jewels, 
ornaments  and  garments  belonging  to  the  Inca, 
royal  family,  and  great  officers.  Many  women 
of  quality,  and  fome  of  the  mamaconds,  or  con- 
fecrated  virgins,  were  taken  prifoners. 

Pizarro  ordered  that  thankfgivings  fhould  be 
immediately  offered  to  heaven,  on  the  fpot  where 
he  had  thus  murdered  and  plundered  the  poor 
Peruvians. 

Pizarro  fent  out  a  detachment  the  next  day, 
to  plunder  the  emperor's  camp,  who  found  an 
immenfe  quantity  of  riches,  notwithstanding  the 
Peruvians  had  removed  three  thoui'and  loads  of 
gold  and  filver,  before  the  Spaniards  arrived 
there. 

The  Spanifh  general  now  caufed  a  proclama- 
tion to  be  publiihed,  importing,  that  the  Inca 
was  living,  and  that  all  who  chofe  it,  were  at 
liberty  to  return  and  ferve  him  as  ufual.  This 
he  did  with  a  view  to  prevent  their  concealing 
or  carrying  off  more  treafure  •,  and  it  produced 
the  defired  effect  :  for  many  of  the  generals  and 
officers,  taking  with  them  valuable  prefents,  re- 
paired to  attend  the  captive  prince.  Pizarro  al- 
io ordered  that  the  Inca's  women  fhould  be 
brought  to  him,  and  permitted  him  to  be  ferved 
with  the  fame  order  and  decorum  as  before  he 
was  a  prifoner,  though  he  kept  him  in  fetters  ; 
a  circumftance  which,  at  times,  gave  the  emperor 
no  little  uneafinefs. 

Atabaliba,  extremely  defirous  to  recover  his 
liberty,  and  perceiving  the  fondnefs  of  his  new 
matters  for  gold  and  filver,  offered  to  fill  a  large 
room  in  the  caftle  of  Caxamalca,  with  thofe  me- 
tals, as  high  as  a  common-fized  man  could  reach 
his  hand  :  an  offer  which  ailonifhed  the  Spa- 
niards, and  which  they  were  glad  to  accept  of. 


And  accordingly  a  fmall  party  of  Spaniards  were 
fent  with  fome  of  the  emperor's  people  to  Cuz- 
co,  and  other  cities,  to  bring  in  the  promifed 
treafure  •,  and  at  the  fame  time  Atabaliba  iffued 
orders,  that  the  Spaniards  lent  on  this  errand 
lhould  be  well  entertained  in  the  countries  thro' 
which  they  paffed. 

During    thefe  tranfactions,  Almagro    having 
enlifted  one   hundred  and  fifty  men  at  Panama, 
embarked  for   Peru,  in  order  to  join   Pizarro; 
but  contrary  winds    had  obliged  him  to  land  at 
cape  Francifco,  where  he  was  joined  by  another 
party   of  Spaniards,  who  were  going  to  engage 
with  Pizarro  ;  fo  that  his  whole  force  amounted 
to  between  two  and    three   hundred  :   but   hav- 
ving  by  fatiguing  marches,  and  a    bad  climate, 
loft  near  forty  of  his  men,   he  at  length  arrived 
at   the  Spanilh  colony  of  St.  Michael's  •,   where 
he  was  informed  of  Pizarro's  great  fuccefs  ;  and 
fearing  that  he  would  refufe  him  his  dividend  of 
the  treafures,  he  confulted  with  his  officers  whe- 
ther they  fhould   not  proceed  in  fearch  of  fome 
new   diicoveries,    independent  of  him :    but   a 
faithful  account  of  this  deliberation  being  fent 
privately  to   Pizarro,    by  Almagro's   fecretary, 
he  immediately  lent  ieveral  obliging  meffages  to 
Almagro,  inviting  him  to  a    conjunction,    and 
afiuring  him  of   his   integrity  ;  at  the  fame  time 
obferving  to  him,  that  there   were  people,  who 
with  a  view  to  their  own  advantage,  endeavour- 
ed to   foment  diffenfions  between  them,  againft 
which  he  intreated  him  to  be  on  his  guard,  fince 
if  they  were  permitted  to  take  effect,  the  end 
would  certainly  be  the  ruin  of  one,  if  not  both 
of  them,  as  well  as   the  deftruction  of  their  en- 
terprize  :  and  in  fupport  of  this  advice,  he  fent 
him  the  fecretary's   letter,  which  Almagro  no 
fooner  read,  than  he  gave  orders  that  he  fhould 
be  inftantly  executed. 

There  was  a  meannefs,  an  ingratitude  in  this 
behaviour  of  Pizarro,  that  throws  an  additional 
odium  on  his  character,  which  it  is  impofiible 
to  vindicate  :  but  politically  confidered,  it  was 
right  ;  fince  with  the  force  he  had,  it  was  not  to 
be  fuppofed  that  he  could  complete  the  conquefl: 
of  Peru  ;  and  if  Almagro  had  oppofed  him,  the 
ftrength  of  the  Peruvians  would  have  been  there- 
by  increafed,  and  moft  probably  their  fcheme 
would  have  been  overturned,  and  both  of  them 
deftroyed. 

The  report  of  Almagro's  arrival  made  Ataba- 
liba more  folicitous  about  his  liberty  •,  for  he 
wifely  judged,  that  the  infolence  of  the  Spaniards 
would  increafe  with  their  ftrength  ;  wherefore 
he  hafted  the  bringing  in  of  the  treafure  he  had 
offered  for  his  ranlbm,  that  he  might  be  fet  at 
liberty  before  Almagro  joined  Pizarro  :  but  an- 
other occurence  happened  about  the  fame  time, 
from  which  he  apprehended  ftillworfeconfequen- 
ces  ;  for  fome  of  the  Spanifh  officers  who  ac- 
companied his  meffengers  to  Cuzco,  happening 
to  pais  through  the  town,  where  his  brother 
Huefcar  was  confined  in  prifon,  went  to  vifit 
him,  and  told  him  what  Atabaliba  had  offered 
for  his  ranlbm  •,  when  Huefcar  told  them  that 
he  had  been  unjuftly  depoled  by  his  brother, 
who  had  no  right,  either  to  the  empire  or  the 
treafures  he  had  promifed  ;  and  offered  to  re- 
ward 
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ward  them  much  more  liberally  than  it  was  in 
the  power  of  Atabaliba  to  do,  provided  they, 
who  he  heard  were  come  to  do  juftice  to  all, 
would  releafe  him  :  for  that  his  faithful  fub- 
jects  having  buried  moft  of  their  gold  and  filver 
on  his  being  made  prifoner,  would  readily  pro- 
duce it  again  to  purchafe  his  freedom. 

The  Spanifh  mefiengers  liftened  to  thefe  over- 
tures, but  leaving  Huefcar  in  priibn,  with  a  pro- 
mife  that  juftice  mould  be  done  him,  continued 
their  journey  :  and  Atabaliba  having  in  the 
mean  time  received  information  of  what  had 
pafTed,  determined  on  the  death  of  his  brother  -, 
but  left  the  Spaniards  mould,  from  his  openly 
perpetrating  luch  a  fact,  make  pretence  for  tak- 
ing away  his  own  life,  he  refolved  to  found 
Pizarro's  fentiments  on  the  fubject  •,  which  he 
did  by  acquainting  him,  with  great  mew  of  grief 
and  concern,  that  his  brother's  keepers  had 
murdered  him  in  his  confinement  •,  on  whicli 
Pizarro  lightly  obferved,  "  That  it  was  the  for- 
"  tune  of  war,  fome  fell  by  the  fword,  form. 
"  were  made  prifoners,  and  that  the  lives  of 
"  captives  were  at  the  difpofal  of  the  con- 
"  queror." 

Atabaliba,  rejoiced  to  find  Pizarro  fo  little 
affected  with  this  fuppofed  accident,  inftantly 
difpatched  orders  for  putting  Huefcar  to  death  ; 
and  thefe  were  immediately  executed  •,  but  in 
what  manner  is  uncertain  ;  fome  writers  affirm- 
ing that  he  was  drowned,  and  others  infifting 
that  his  body  was  cut  into  fmall  pieces,  to  pre- 
vent his  fubjects  paying  it  the  cuftomary  ho- 
nours. 

It  is  reported,  that  when  the  murderers  came 
to  Huefcar,  and  told  him  their  bufinefs,  he  ad- 
dreffed  them  in  thefe  words  ;  "  It  is  true  my 
"  reign  is  but  fhort  •,  but  in  death  I  have  this 
**  comfort,  that  he  whofe  cruelty  thus  bounds 
"  it,  who  fcruples  not  wading  to  a  throne  thro' 
"  the  blood  of  his  brother  and  his  lawful  fo- 
"  vereign,  fhall  be  difappointed  in  his  afpiring 
"  views,  and  furvive  me  but  a  very  little 
"  time." 

The  death  of  Huefcar  was  no  fooner  known, 
than  the  Peruvims  greatly  lamented  him,  and 
cried  to  heaven  for  vengeance  on  his  murderers. 
In  the  mean  time  the  officers  who  had  been  lent 
to  Cuzco,  were,  on  their  arrival  there,  adored 
as  the  true  defcendants  of  the  fun  :  but  the  peo- 
ple foon  faw  their  error,  and  were  not  a  little 
afflicted  to  find  that  fo  profligate  a  race  of  men, 
who  trampled  upon  all  laws,  divine  and  human, 
and  whofe  avarice  exceeded  all  bounds,  fhould 
become  the  mailers  of  their  country  •,  and  from 
this  time  they  began  ferioufiy  to  confider  how 
they  might  diiburthen  themfelves  of  the  heavy 
load  which  they  faw  the  Spaniards  were  about  to 
lay  upon  them.  However  not  daring  to  difobey 
the  commands  of  Atabaliba,  they  lent  a  confi- 
derable  quantity  of  treafure  to  Caxamalca,  with 
a  view,  moft  likely,  to  affert  their  liberties  to  a 
greater  advantage,  when  their  emperor  fhould 
be  releafed. 

The  treafure  which  arrived,  however,  falling 
fhort  of  Pizarro's  expectations  :  and  he  being 
informed  that  much  more  remained  behind  in 
the  temple  of  the  invifible  god,  difpatched  his 


three  brothers,  and  fome  of  Atabaliba's  officers, 
in  fearch  of  it  ;  but  they  could  find  no  mere 
than  to  the  value  of  about  ninety  thoufand 
crowns,  befides  wjjat  was  embezzled  by  the 
the  foldiers  •,  for  their  priefts  having  heard  how 
irreverently  the  Spaniards  had  behaved  in  fome 
other  temples,  and  being  acquainted  with  the 
avarice  of  thofe  people,  had  fent  away  four  hun- 
dred carriers,  loaded  with  gold,  filver  and  jewels, 
which  was  either  buried  in  the  earth,  or  carried 
to  fuch  a  diltance  that  it  never  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  Spaniards. 

About  this  time  Almagro  arrived  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood  of  Caxamalca,  when  Pizarro,  goinar 
out  to  meet  him,  received  him  with  the  ftrongeit 
marks  of  affection  and  efteem  ;  giving  him  an 
ample  fhare  of  the  fpoils  he  had  taken  and  divid- 
ing one  hundred  thoufand  ducats  among  the  men 
that  accompanied  him.  The  reft  of  the  plunder, 
after  Pizarro  had  deducted  the  emperor's  fifth, 
he  divided  among  his  officers,  and  this  was  fo 
prodigious  that  the  meanefc  foot  foldier  re- 
ceived for  his  fhare  not  lefs  than  two  thoufand 
pounds  fterling  •,  and  Pizarro  reierved  to  himfelf 
the  Inca's  golden  chair,  and  fcveral  other  things 
of  value. 

Ferdinand  Pizarro  was  now  made  choice  of  as 
the  fitteft  perfon  to  go  to  Europe  with  the  em- 
peror's fh are  of  the  treafure,  and  an  account  of 
their  proceedings  :  about  fixty  of  the  private 
ioldiers  infilled  upon  their  difcharge,  that  they 
might  go  home  with  him,  which  was  ftrenu- 
oufly  oppofed  by  Almagro,  as  it  would  very 
much  weaken  their  little  army  ;  but  this  oppo- 
fition  was  over- ruled  by  Francis  Pizarro,  who 
laid  that  permitting  them  to  go  would  be  the 
moft  political  ftep  they  could  take  ;  for  as  their 
meanert  foldiers  went  home  fo  very  rich,  they 
fhould  undoubtedly  have  ten  men  return  for  one 
that  departed. 

Before  his  departure  Ferdinand  Pizarro  went 
to  take  his  leave  of  Atabaliba,  who  had  a  greater 
efteem  for  him  than  for  any  of  the  reft  of  the 
Spanifh  officers  :  the  emperor  therefore,  who 
was  much  concerned  at  his  going,  faid,  "  You 
"  rejoice,  my  lord,  that  you  are  returning  to 
"  your  native  foil  •,  but  for  me,  who,  when  you 
"  are  gone,  have  not  a  friend  among  your  coun- 
"  trymen,  it  is  a  melancholy  profpect  !  for  I 
"  already  apprehend  that  before  your  return, 
"  the  man  with  one  eye  (meaning  Almagro) 
"  and  the  other  with  the  great  belly  (which  was 
"  the  king's  treafurer)  will  put  an  end  to  my 
"  life  :  let  us  then  take  our  laft  farewel." 

He  was  but  too  right  in  this  prognoftic  :  for 
Almagro,  having  learnt  from  the  Spaniards  who 
had  been  fent  for  the  reft  of  Atabaliba's  ranfom, 
that  they  had  reafons  for  believing  that  prodigi- 
ous quantities  of  gold  were  concealed,  gave  it 
as  his  opinion,  that  they  fhould  loofe  no  time, 
but  deftroy  the  Inca,  and  then  feize  all  the  gold 
in  Peru  :  and  though  Pizarro  at  firft  treated  this 
propofal  with  the  contempt  it  deierved,  yet  in 
a  little  time  reientment  induced  him  to  counte- 
nance what  honour  taught  him  to  abhor.  He 
was  incenled  at  Atabaliba's  feeming  to  pay  lefs 
deference  o  him  than  to  the  reft  of  the  Spa- 
nifh officers ;   the  reafon   of  which  being  very 

lingular, 
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fiiTHilar,  cannot  but  afford  pleafure  to  the  reader. 
Atabaliba  was  of  a  penetrating  and  curious 
dilpofition  :  he  was  extremely  anxious  in  his 
enquiries  refpedting  the  cuftoms,  manners,  and 
abilities  of  the  Spaniards  ;  that  he  might  be  the 
better  able  to  deal  with  them,  if  he  fhould  be  fo 
happy  as  to  obtain  his  liberty  :  but  what  molt  of 
all  puzzled  him,  was  their  writing  and  reading  ; 
and  he  was  for  a  long  time  utterly  unable  to 
dilcover  whether  thefe  were  natural  or  acquired 

§ifts-  . 

With  a  view  to  be  fatisfied  in  this  particular, 

he  asked  one  of  the  Spanifh  foldiers  if  he  could 
write  the  name  of  God  upon  his  thumb-nail  •, 
and  the  foldier  anfwering  in  the  affirmative,  he 
begged  that  he  would  do  it.  This  infcription 
Atabaliba  (hewed  to  feveral  of  the  captains  and 
foldiers,  all  of  whom  explained  it  •,  fo  that  he 
began  to  entertain  an  opinion  that  reading  and 
writing  were  natural  to  them  ;  when  unfortu- 
nately, Francis  Pizarro  falling  in  his  way,  he 
produced  his  nail,  afking  him  the  fenfeofthe 
infcription  :  but  Pizarro,  who  could  neither 
write  nor  read,  blufhed  and  turned  from  him 
without  refolving  the  queftion.  From  this  the 
Inca  inf  rred  that  thefe  accomplifhments  were 
the  effedt  of  ftudy  ■,  and  entertained  a  rery  low 
opinion  of  the  general,  whole  origin  he  thought 
mult  needs  have  been  very  mean,  fince  he  was 
exceeded  in  knowledge  by  the  pooreft  of  his 
followers. 

The  contempt  that  he  had  conceived  for  Pi- 
zarro laid  the  foundation  of  his  ruin,  which  was 
compleated  by  the  villainy  of  Phillipillo  the 
interpreter,  wlio  falling  in  love  with  one  of  Ata- 
baliba's  wives,  he  was  fo  in:enfed  as  to  tell  Pi- 
zarro that  the  fellow  deierved  death,  which  the 
general  made  ajeft  of.  Hereupon  the  interpre- 
ter refolved  to  be  revenged,  and  accuied  the  Inca 
of  plotting  and  contriving  the  deftrudtion  of  the 
Spaniards  •,  and  the  general  ordering  that  this 
ridiculous  Itory  fhould  be  digefted  into  a  formal 
accufation,  commiflioners  were  appointed  to  try 
Atabaliba,  and  the  following  charge  was  brought 
againft  him.  That  he  had  ufurped  the  throne  of 
Peru,  being  himfelf  a  baftaid  :  that  he  had  caufed 
his  brother  to  be  imprifoned  and  afterwards 
murdered  :  that  he  was  an  idolater  :  that  he 
had  permitted  his  flibjedts  to  facrifice  men  and 
children  :  that  he  kept  a  number  of  concubines  : 
that  he  had  waged  unnecefTary  wars  :  that  he 
had  contained  and  embezzled  the  public  trea- 
fure  •,  and  that  fince  he  had  been  prifoner  to  the 
Spaniards,  he  had  incited  the  Peruvians  to  rebel 
and  make  war  againft  them,  &c. 

Upon  thefe  ridiculous  articles  of  accufation, 
was  this  fovereign  tried,  in  the  midft  of  his  own 
dominions,  by  ftrangers  who  invaded  his  coun- 
try •,  and  what  renders  the  affair  ftill  more  ablurd 
is,  that  he  was  tried,  not  by  the  laws  of  Peru, 
or  by  the  known  and  eftablifhed  law  of  nations, 
but  by  thole  of  Spain  •,  and  being  found  guilty, 
was  fentenced  to  be  burnt  alive. 

After  being  concerned  in  this  mock  fhew  of 
juftice,  father  Vincent  undertook  the  converfion 
of  Atabaliba,  and  the  argument  he  ufed  with 
the  poor  Inca  was  well  worthy  fuch  a  preacher  : 
He  told  him  that  if  he  would  die  a  chriftian, 
he  fhould  be  ftrangled,  initead  of  being  burnt, 
Nu  ai,  3  Q» 


which  produced  the  defired  effect  ;  and  to  the 
eternal  infamy  of  all  who  had  any  concern  in 
this  wicked  proceeding,  he  was  baptized  in  the 
evening,  and  ftrangled  the  next  morning. 

It  ought  however  to  be  acknowledged  to  the 
honour  of  moft  of  the  perfons  of  family  and 
diftindtion  in  the  fcrvice,  that  they  oppofed  this 
vile  proceeding,  delivered  a  proteft  in  writing 
againft  it,  and  publicly  declared  that  his  kind- 
neiies  to  the  Spaniards  merited  a  better  fate. 

Some  writers  have  pretended,  but  it  has  never 
been  proved,  that  the  Indians  infifted  upon  the 
death  of  Atabaliba,  to  retaliate  that  of  his  bro- 
ther Huefcar;  but  there  could  be  no  foundation 
for  this  affertion,  as  after  Huefcar's  death,  Ata- 
baliba was  univerfally  acknowledged  as  the  law- 
ful Inca,  throughout  the  whole  empire  ;  and  on 
his  being  thus  murdered,  the  Peruvians  every 
where  acted  offend vely  againft  the  Spaniards, 
which  they  had  never  done  before. 

After  the  death  of  Atabaliba,  Rumnavi,  one 
of  his  generals,  who  had  retired  with  the  rear 
guard  of  his  army,  from  the  bloody  daughter 
at  Caxamalca,  feized  upon  the  province  of  Quito, 
and  put  to  death  all  fuch  officers  as  he  fufpedted 
to  be  firmly  attached  to  his  late  matter  :  while 
Quifquis,  another  of  his  generals,  and  the  fame 
who  had  put  Huefcar  to  death,  attempted,  with 
a  more  powerful  army,  to  fecure  part  of  the 
p  ovince  of  Cuzco  •,  yet  was  fo  deficient  in  point 
of  courage,  that  he  fled  before  a  very  few  Spa- 
niards who  were  fent  in  purfuit  of  him  ;  but 
fome  few  of  thefe  advancing  too  far,  and  falling 
into  his  hands,  he  put  them  to  death. 

This  general,  forefeeing  that  it  would  be  im- 
poffible  to  maintain  himfelf  againft  the  other 
Indian  commanders,  as  well  as  againft  the  Spa- 
niards ;  contrived  to  get  into  his  power  a  young- 
er brother  of  Huefcar,  whole  name  was  Paullu, 
whom  he  would  have  perfuaded  to  alTume  the 
title  of  emperor  ;  which  this  young  prince  gal- 
lantly refilled,  telling  Quifquis  that  he  fcorned 
to  found  his  grandeur  on  the  ruin  of  his  country  ; 
that  he  thought  it  more  honourable  to  be  a  good 
man  than  a  bad  monarch  ;  and  that  he  delpifed 
an  authority  devolving  to  him  at  the  expence  of 
another,  his  brother  Manco  Capac  being  the 
true  heir. 

This  honeft  and  fpirited  reply  had  fuch  an 
effedt  upcn  Quifquis,  that  though  this  prince 
was  in  his  power,  he  permitted  him  to  retire  ; 
on  which  he  went  immediately  to  Francis  Pizar- 
ro, to  whom  he  behaved  with  the  fame  greatnefs 
of  foul  ;  telling  him  that  if,  as  he  pretended,  he 
was  come  among  them  with  a  view  to  adminifter 
juftice,  he  ought  to  declare  in  favour  of  his 
brother,  who  had  already  a  good  army,  and 
would,  if  fupported  by  the  Spaniards,  be  foon 
able  to  reftore  the  luftre  of  the  Peruvian  dia- 
dem. 

It  is  impoflible  to  form  an  idea  of  a  country  in 
a  more  deplorable  fituation  than  Peru  at  the 
prefent  juncture  :  on  the  one  hand  its  inhabi- 
tants were  prevented  from  conddering  their  own 
ftrength,  by  their  fuperftitious  fears  refpedting 
the  Spaniards,  and  on  the  other,  were  divided 
into  different  i adtions,  under  different  princes,  at 
a  time  when  their  preiervation  depended  on  their 


being  united. 


When 


246  THE   DISCOVERY    AND    CONQUEST    OF   PERU, 


When  Pizarro  had  gratified  his  refentment  by 
the  murder  of  Atabaliba,  he  thought  jit  to  treat 
his  corpfe  with  the  refpect  due  to  that  of  a  fove- 
reign  prince  :  he  celebrated  his  funeral  in  the 
mod  folemn  manner,  and  went  into  mourning 
for  him  •,  but  it  was  not  long  before  he  law  that 
his  cruelty  to  the  late  Inca  had  rendered  him  de- 
teftable  in  the  eyes  of  the  natives. 

The  two  factions  immediately  united  againft 
him  under  Manco  Capac,  who  was  proclaimed 
Inca  at  Cuzco  •,  upon  which  Pizarro  proclaimed 
Toparpa,  the  fon  of  Atabaliba,  ifluing  in  his 
name,  fuch  orders  as  bell:  promoted  the  Spanifh 
intereft  :  but  this  reprefentation  ef  royalty  foon 
dying,  and  Pizarro  thinking  that  nothing  would 
fo  much  tend  to  eftablifh  the  Spaniards  in  Peru, 
as  pojTt  fling  themfelves  of  Cuzco  the  capital,  he 
began  his  march  thither  with  his  whole  force, 
confifting  of  near  four  hundred  men,  exclufive 
of  fuch  as  were  ftiled  confederate  Indians. 

In  the  mean  time  Atauchi,  a  brother  of  Ata- 
baliba, having  got  together  a  good  deal  of  trea- 
fure  to  purchafe  his  ranlbm,  was  advancing  to- 
wards Caxamalca,  when  he  received  an  account 
of  his  being  murdered,  and  that  the  Spaniards 
were  marched  from  thence. 

On  this  he  relblved  to  revenge  his  brother's  death  ; 
and  collecting  a  considerable  body  of  forces,  he 
joined  fomePeruvian  generals,  furprizedthe  Spa- 
niards on  their  march  to  Cuzco,  killed  feveral  of 
them,  and  took  fome  prifoners,  among  whom  was 
SanchodeCuellar,who  had  drawn  up  the  procefs 
againft  Atabaliba,  and  attended  at  his  execution. 

Atauchi  had  at  firft  relblved  to  have  facrificed 
them  all  to  the  manes  of  his  brother  •,  but  being 
informed  that  fome  of  the  prifoners  had  openly 
protefted  againft  the  ill-ufage  of  Atabaliba,  he 
not  only  gave  the  reft  of  the  prifoners  their  lives, 
but  ordered  the  wounded  to  be  cured,  and  dif- 
mifled  them  with  confiderable  prefents,  on  their 
figning  the  following  conditions  :  "  That  all 
"  acts  of  hoftility  fhould  be  forgiven  on  both 
"  fides  :  that  for  the  future,  peace  fhould  be 
"  inviolably  maintained  between  the  Peruvians 
"  and  Spaniards  :  that  the  latter  fhould  allow 
"  Manco  Capac  to  afcend  the  throne  of  Peru  : 
"  that  fuch  Indians  as  they  held  in  chains  fhould 
"  be  fet  at  liberty  :  that  for  the  future,  no  Pe- 
"  ruvian  fhould  be  loaded  with  fetters,  and  that 
'■  the  Spaniards  fhould  not  treat  them  as  fiaves 
"  but  as  freemen,  and  be  allowed  to  entertain  Pe- 
"  ruvians  as  hired  fervants  :  that  all  the  laws  of 
"  Peru,  which  were  not  repugnant  to  thole  of 
"  chriftianity,  fhould  be  inviolably  obil-rved  ; 
"  and  that  this  treaty  fhould  be  ratified  by 
"  Francis  Pizarro,  and  his  fovereign  the  em- 
"  peror  of  Germr.ny." 

The  Spaniards  in  lifted  on  "  having  the  free 
"  cxerciie  of  their  religion,  on  having  lands  af- 
"  figned  them  for  their  fubfiftence,  and  free  li- 
"  berty  to  trade  without  paying  any  taxes  "  all 
which  articles  were  readily  granted  them. 

However  generous  thefe  articles  were,  on  the 
part  of  the  Peruvians,  yet  Pizarro  abiblutely  re- 
fufed  to  ratify  them  ;  and  therefore  continuing 
his  march  to  Cuzco,  was  attacked  at  fome  diffi- 
cult partes  in  the  mountains,  by  feveral  parties  of 
Peruvians,  who  finding  themfelves    unable   to 


ftand  againft  the  fire-arms  and  horfes,  fled  to 
the  capital,  declaring  that  no  mortal  force  could 
oppofe  the  Spaniards,  who  were  armed  with 
thunder  and  lightning  :  on  which  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Cuzco  fled  to  the  woods  and  mountains, 
with  their  wives,  children  and  valuable  effects. 

Pizarro  entered  the  city  without  oppofition,  in 
the  month  of  October  1532,  and  found  an  im- 
menfe  treafure  ;  notwithstanding  the  citizens  had 
time  to  carry  oft"  the  greater  part  of  their  goods  ; 
and  as  it  was  cuftomary  to  bury,  with  the  people 
of  distinction,  the  bell  part  of  the  riches  they 
had  poflefied  •,  thefe  conquerors,  who  made  no 
fcruple  of  rifling  fepulchrcs,  found  the  wealth  in 
the  tombs  as  great  as  that  in  the  dwelling 
houfes,  fo  that  the  plunder  of  this  city  is  thought 
to  have  been  equal  in  value  to  that  intended  for 
the  ranfom  of  Atabaliba. 

Pizarro  having  pofiefTed  himfelf  of  the  capital, 
invited  the  inhabitants,  who  had  fled,  to  return 
back :  which  they  accordingly  did,  and  even 
the  Inca  made  a  kind  of  proporal  to  embrace  the 
chriftian  religion,  and  to  hold  his  dominions  of 
the  emperor  of  Germany,  provided  that  both 
himfelf  and  his  fubjefls  might  remain  unmolefted 
in  their  perfons  and  eftates  for  the  future.  .  Upon 
this,  Pizarro  giving  him  all  poflibie  encourage- 
ment, he  came  in  perfon  to  Cuzco,  where  he 
was  proclaimed  Inca,  in  the  fame  manner  as  his 
predeceflbrs  had  been,  and  Pizarro  then  ratified 
the  agreement  abovementioned  ;  though  he  by 
no  means  intended  to  keep  it. 

Indeed  there  was  a  neceflity  for  the  Spaniards 
to  take  thefe  pacific  meafures,  for  Rumnavi  and 
other  Peruvian  generals,  had  afTembled  an  army 
in  the  fouthern  provinces,  and  taken  poflefiion 
of  Quito  •,  which,  not  long  before,  had  obliged 
Pizarro  to  fend  a  body  of  forces  under  the  com- 
mand of  Sebaftian  Belancazar  to  reinforce  the 
colony  at  St.  Michaels,  and  to  oppofe  the  Peru- 
vian generals  in  Quito. 

When  Belancazar  came  to  St.  Michael's,  he 
round  a  confiderable  reinforcement  of  volunteers, 
whom  the  fame  of  the  riches  ofPeru  had  brought 
from  different  parts  of  the  Spanifh  fettlements  ; 
and  out  of  thefe  he  chofe  one  hundred  and 
twenty  foot  and  eighty  horfe,  and  then  marched 
directly  towards  Quito,  to  feize  the  riches  of 
the  late   Inca,  molt  of  which   remained  there. 

The  Peruvian  general  who  commanded  in 
that  province,  did  his  utmoft  to  harrafs  and  fa- 
tigue the  Spanifh  army,  without  coming  to 
addon  ;  but  finding  that  Belancazar  advanced 
immediately  towards  the  capital,  he  ordered  all 
the  treafures  of  the  late  emperor  to  be  brought 
into  the  hall  of  the  palace,  which  he  fet  on  fire, 
and  then  abandoned  the  city. 

While  Pizarro  and  his  people  were  thus  en- 
deavouring to  reduce  the  feveral  provinces, 
Don  Pedro  de  Alverado,  the  gallant  companion 
of  Cortes,  of  whom  much  has  been  already  faid 
in  our  account  of  the  conqueft  of  Mexico,  had 
landed  at  Puerto  Vejo,  with  an  army  of  five 
hundred  men,  moft  of  whom  were  well  mounted, 
and  having  before  Suffered  confiderable  hard- 
fhips,  were  as  good  troops  as  any  in  America. 

Thefe,  having  refrefhed  themfelves  at  fort 
St.  Michael,  held  on  their  march  towards  Quito, 

but 
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but  in  the  valley  of  Riobamba  they  were  met  by 
a  large  body  of  forces  fent  by  Pizarro,  under  the 
command  of  Almagro,  who  had  joined  Belan- 
cazar. 

It  feemed  now  impoffible  to  avoid  a  battle  ; 
but  both  the  generals  feeing  the  ill  confequences 
that  would  arife  from'  either  party  obtaining  the 
victory  :  they  entered  into  an  accommodation, 
and  a  private  treaty  was  figned  between  them,  by 
which  Alverado,  in  coniideration  of  his  being 
paid  one  hundred  thoufand  pefoes  of  gold,  bound 
himfelfto  retire  to  his  own  government,  and 
never  either  attempt  or  encourage  an  invafion 
of  Peru,  during  the  lives  of  Pizarro  or  Al- 
magro. 

And  that  no  diflatisfaction  might  arife  among 
Alverado's  troops,  it  was  ftipulated  that  each 
party  ihould  be  left  at  liberty  to  profecute  their 
leper.'. te  difcoveres  for  their  own  advantage  ;  by 
which  mer.ns  Alverado  provided  for  fuch  of  his 
men,  as  might,  on  his  departure,  chufe  to  remain 
behind  him. 

Matters  being  thus  adjufted  in  an  amicable 
manner,  Almagro  and  Alverado  united  their 
forces,  with  a  view  to  march  to  Cuzco,  where 
Pizarro  was  then  quartered,  to  procure  his  rati- 
fication of  the  treaty. 

It  is  now  proper  that  we  Ihould  take  notice, 
that  the  peace  between  Pizarro  and  the  new  Inca, 
was  concluded  after  Almagro  had  left  Cuzco  to 
go  in  fearch  of  Alverado  ■,  \o  that  at  this  time  he 
was  wholly  ignorant  of  it  :  nor  had  the  confirma- 
tion of  it  yet  reached  Quifquis,  who  was  en- 
camped near  Caxamalca  in  expectation  of  the 
news  thereof,  with  a  good  army,  which  he  was 
then  ready  to  difband  •,  and  accordingly,  as  die 
Spaniards  advanced,  he  retired. 

The  two  generals  feeing  fo  large  a  body  of 
forces,  thought  it  incumbent  on  them  to  make 
an  attack,  which  they  did  with  confiderable  ad- 
vantage, for  Quifquis  had  no  fufpicion  that  they 
intended  to  come   to  an  enjrao-ement  ;  however 
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he  retreated  .in  good  order  to  fome  neighbour- 
ing rocks,  the  fteep  acceiles  of  which  he  defend- 
ed with  the  utmoft  refolution,  rolling  down  huge 
ftones  upon  the  afiailants,  with  fuch  good  aim 
as  to  kill  feveral  of  them,  particularly  the  horfe. 
Thus  he  defended  himlelf  till  it  wa?  dark,  when 
he  retired  to  the  hills  •,  but  his  rear  being  attack- 
ed the  next  day  on  the  banks  of  a  river,  main- 
tained a  difficult  pals  for  feveral  hours,  and  fe- 
cured  a  fafe  retreat  higher  up  the  country, 
whence  in  a  few  days  after,  he  made  a  fally  with 
fome  fuccefs  ;  and  notwithstanding  he  fuftained 
a  confiderable  lofs,  yet,  as  he  killed  above  fifty 
Spaniards,  he  was  far  from  being  difpirited. 

Pizarro's  arrival,  however,  put  an  end  to 
thefe  difturbances  :  he  marched  out  to  meet 
Alverado  on  the  road,  under  pretence  of  paying 
him  the  greater  refpecl,  but  in  reality  to  prevent 
his  coming  to  Cuzco,  left  the  appearance  of  that 
city  and  the  country  about  it,  Ihould  tempt  him 
to  infringe  the  articles  to  which  he  had  agreed. 

Before  Pizarro  left  Cuzco,  he  took  a  formal 
leave  of  the  Inca  Manco  Capac,  telling  him, 
that  he  was  going  to  meet  fome  of  his  country- 
men, in  order  to  fettle  the  peace  upon  a  firm 
tooting.     The  Inca  in  return,  dilpatched  meffen- 


gers  all  the  way  through  which  Pizarro  was  to 
march,  directing  his  fubjects  to  treat  him  and 
his  people  as  friends. 

When  Pizarro  arrived  at  Caxamalca,  he  had 
a  meeting  with  the  Indian  chiefs,  whom  he  in- 
formed of  the  treaty  fubfifting  between  Manco 
Capac  and  himfelf :  allured  them  that  his  coun- 
trymen were  totally  ignorant  of  it,  or  they  would 
not  have  fallen  on  the  Peruvians ;  and  pro- 
mifed  that   all  hoftilities  fhould  ceafe  from  that 


meeting 


time. 

He  then  continued  his  journey,  and 
Alverado  in  the  valley  of  Pacha  Camac,  he  em- 
braced him  with  all  the  appearance  of  friendfhip* 
not  only  agreeing  to  perforin  the  articles  ftipu- 
lated by  Almagro,  but  prefenting  him  with 
twenty  thoufand  pieces  of  gold  more,  to  defray 
the  expence  of  his  journey  in  coming  to  meet 
him  ;  befides  which  he  gave  him  feveral  beauti- 
ful emeralds,  turquoifes,  and  velfels  of  gold, 
curioufiy  wrought,  for  his  own  private  ufe  •,  and 
at  the  fame  time  ordered  all  his  officers  to 
confider  him  as  their  commander,  during  his 
ftay. 

When  Alverado  had  remained  a  while,  to  reft: 
and  refreih  himfelf,  he  took  his  leave  of  the  two 
generals,  well  fatisfied  both  with  the  riches  he 
had  acquired,  and  the  treatment  he  had  met 
with  ;  and  retired  to  the  fea  coaft,  where  he  em- 
barked tor  his  own  government  of  Guatimala ; 
but  many  of  his  people  remained  behind  him. 

Almagro  then  went  back  to  Cuzco,  and  Pi- 
zarro ftaid  behind  to  fearch  out  a  proper  place 
for  founding  a  new  city,  which  he  at  length 
built  on  the  banks  of  the  little  river  Lima,  in 
twelve  degrees  thirty  minutes  fouth  latitude, 
one  hundred  and  twenty  miles  weft  of  Cuzco. 
The  firft  ftone  of  this  city  was  laid  on  the  fixth 
of  January  1534,  and  from  its  being  the  feaft  of 
the  Epiphany,  he  called  it  Villa  de  los  Reys,  or 
the  city  of  Kings  ;  but  it  has  fince  been  known 
by  the  name  of  Lima,  and  is  now  the  capital  of 
Peru. 

Pizarro  having  fettled  fome  of  his  people  here, 
gave  them  lands  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  af- 
ligned  a  fufficient  number  of  Indians  to  affift  in 
cultivating  the  grounds.  He  then  went  to  a 
place  about  three  hundred  miles  farther  north, 
on  the  coaft  of  the  South  Sea,  where  he  found- 
ed another  city,  which  he  named  Truxillo,  from 
the  place  of  his  nativity. 

While  Francis  Pizarro  was  engaged  in  build- 
ing the  city  of  Truxillo,  he  received  intelligence 
that  his  brother  Ferdinand  had  been  as  fuccefs- 
ful  at  the  court  of  Spain  as  his  molt  fanguine  ex- 
pectations could  hope  for  •,  having  procured  for 
him  the  title  of  Marquis  de  los  Atabillos,  and  a 
large  increafe  of  territory,  which  was  to  be  dif- 
tinguilhed  by  the  name  of  New  Caftile  ;  alfo 
that  he  had  obtained  for  Almagro,  the  poft  of 
marfhal  of  Peru,  and  a  government  two  hun- 
dred leagues  in  extent,  to  the  fouthward  of 
that  affigned  to  Pizarro,  and  to  be  called  New 
Toledo. 

The  report  of  thefe  matters  reaching  Almagro 
before   any   authentic  advices   had   arrived,    he 
fhook  off  the  title  of  lieutenant  to  Pizarro,  and 
afiumed  that  of  governor  of  Cuzco,  under  pre- 
tence 
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tence  that  it  was  out  of  Pizarro's  jurifdiction, 
which  lie  infifted  extended  only  two  hundred 
leagues  ^Vom  the  line  ;  but  being  oppofed  in 
this  ufurpation  by  Pizarro's  brothers,  John 
and  Gonzalo,  the  conteft  arofe  to  fuch  a  height 
that  feveral  fkinnilhes  enlued,  in  which  fome  of 
each  party  loft  their  lives. 

The  news  of  thefe  dilTenfions  foon  reached 
the  Marquis  Pizarro,  while  he  was  at  Truxillo  •, 
who,  feeing  the  immediate  neceffity  of  his  pre- 
fence,  left  all  his  Spanifh  followers  to  proceed 
with  the  fettlement  of  the  new  colony,  and 
without  any  attendants,  committed  himfelf  to 
the  caie  of  the  Peruvians,  who  carried  him  in 
a  hammock  on  their  fhoulciers,  relieving  each 
other  at  proper  ftages,  and  travelling  fo  ex- 
peditioufly,  that  he  came  to  Cuzco  before  they 
had  the  leaft  idea  of  his  approach. 

He  now  foon  convinced  Almagro  of  his 
error ;  allured  him  that  if  when  their  different 
commifnons  from  Spain  arrived,  he  mould  dif- 
like  what  was  allotted  to  him,  he  would  divide 
the  government  of  Peru  with  him :  and  at  the 
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fame  time  faid,  that  though  the  territory  called 
Chili,  to  the  fouthward  of  Cuzco,  was,  ac- 
cording to  ail  accounts,  richer  in  gold  and  filver 
than  Peru,  he  would  confent  to  his  marching 
with   the  beft  part  of  their  united  forces,    to 


difcover  and  pofTefs  it. 

The  affiftance  of  the  Peruvians  being  ftill 
necefiary  to  the  Spaniards,  they  endeavoured 
to  appear  upon  fair  terms  with  them,  yet  they 
awed  them  with  troops  at  different  places  :  they 
ftrengthened  Belancazar  at  Quito  ;  a  large  body 
marched  to  keep  in  fubjec~tion  the  inhabitants 
of  the  provinces  bordering  on  the  mountains 
called  the  Andes  ;  while  Almagro  with  a  con- 
siderable party,  prepared  for  his  fouthern  ex- 
pedition, on  which  he  fet  out  in  the  beginning 
of  the  year  1535. 

The  Inca  Manco,  with  a  view  of  engaging 
more  effectually  the  friendlhip  of  the  Spaniards, 
affifted  Almagro  with  fifteen  thoufand  men 
under  the  conduct  of  his  brother  Paullu,  and  Vil- 
lachuma  the  high  prieft  of  the  Peruvians,whom 
the  Spanifh  writers  call  by  the  name  of  Villahoma. 

With  this  body  of  men  Almagro  proceeded 
fouthvvards,  as  far  as  the  province  of  Charcas, 
a  barren  and  inhofpitable  country,  which  though 
he  then  did  not  think  worth  keeping,  has  fince 
proved  an  acquifition  of  greater  value  than 
any  other  made  by  the  Spanifh  power  in  America, 
as  it  contains  the  rich  mines  of  Pctofi,  from 
whence  more  filver  has  been  brought  into 
Europe,  than  from  any  other  mines  hitherto 
difcovered. 


CHAP. 


III. 


Almagro,  on  his  progrefs  to  Chill,  lofes  many  of  his  men  ijuffers  dreadful  hard/hips-,  he  aban- 
dons Chili  to  ufurp  the  government  of  Cuzco ;  the  Inca  attacks  Cuzco  with  two  hundred 
thoufand  men  ;  John  Pizarro  is  killed ;  the  Inca  retires  to  the  mountains ;  Cuzco  fur- 
renders  to  Almagro,  who  gains  feveral  advantages  over  Pizarro  ;  but  afterwards  con- 
cludes a  treaty  with  him,  which  is  broken  by  Pizarro,  who  caufes  Almagro  to  be  put  to 
death ;  the  Inca  oppojes  the  Spaniards ;  the  marquifs.s  cruelty  to  the  followers  of 
Almagro  ;  his  death  concerted ;  he  and  his  attendants  afj'ajfinated ;  his  character ;  Almagro 's 
fon  proclaimed  governor  of  Peru ;  young  Almagro  meets  with  oppofition ;  Vaca  de  Cajlro 
arrives  from  Spain  with  power  to  fettle  the  difputes  in  Peru ;  he  is  joined  by  feveral 
officers ;  he  engages  in  battle  with  Almagro,  who  being  defeated,  and  afterwards  taken 
prifoner,  is  cofiviSled  of  high  treafon,  and  executed,  together  with  many  of  his  adherents. 


N  the  province  of  Charcas  Almagro  was 
informed  of  two  paflages  into  Chili,  but 
both  of  them  atended  with  extrordinary 
difficulty  ;  the  one  being  through  a  fandy 
defart,  where  his  people  muft  expect  to  en- 
counter the  fevereft  attacks  of  heat  and  thirft  : 
the  other,  though  much  fhorter,  ftill  more  in- 
convenient ;  lying  over  prodigious  mountains 
covered  with  perpetual  fnow,  fo  fteep  and 
craggy,  that  it  was  almoft  impoflible  to  climb 
them  5  and  fo  intenfely  cold,  that  the  air  was 
intolerable,  except  at  one  feafon  of  the  year. 

Almagro  preferred  the  latter  road,  and  per- 
fifted  in  his  choice  in  fpite  of  the  reprefenta- 
tions  of  Paullu  and  the  Indians  ;  but  he  had 
foon  reafon  to  repent  of  his  obftinacy;  his  men 
being  obliged  to  remove  the  fnow  with  their 
hands,  by  which  means  they  made  very  fhort 
journies,  and  foon  confumed  their  provifions  •, 
fo  that   they  fuftained  inconceivable  diitrefies, 


loofing  above  ten  thoufand  Indians,  and  one 
hundred  and  fifty  Spaniards,  befides  thofe  who 
eicaped  with  the  lofs  of  their  fingers  and  toes, 
though  the  Spaniards  were  clothed  remarkably 
warm. 

At  length,  after  a  toilfome  march  of  more 
than  fix  hundred  miles,  they  arrived  in  Co- 
payapu,  a  province  in  twenty  fix  degrees  fouth 
latitude,  fubject  to  the  Inca  of  Peru,  where 
they  were  well  entertained  through  the  influence 
of  Paullu,  die  inhabitants  not  only  fupplying 
them  with  plenty  of  provifions,  bur,  being- 
informed  of  their  fondnefs  for  gold,  making 
them  prefents  to  the  value  of  five  hundred  thou- 
fand ducats. 

The  authority  of  Paullu  was  of  the  ut- 
moft  fervice  to  Almagro  in  his  progrefs,  for 
on  his  account  he  was  received  with  great 
cordiality  in  many  places,  and  oppofed  only 
in   very    few,    fo    that  he   might    ealily  have 
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planted  colonies  in  very  excellent  fituations, 
had  not  all  his  views,  by.  a  fort  of  infatua- 
tion, been  directed  towards  Cuzco,  where 
he  was  determined  to  rule,  notwithllanding 
the  late  treaty  ;  affirming  that  by  his  com- 
mifTion,  which  by  this  time  he  had  received 
from  the  King  of  Spain,  this  city  fell  within  his 
jurifdiction. 

His  commiffion  was  brought  him  by  Juan 
de  Herrada,  and  Ruis  Diaz,  who  joined  him 
with  recruits  from  Cuzco  -,  having  pafTed  the 
Cordilleras,  the  road  which  Almagro  him- 
fclf  had  taken,  with  very  little  fatigue,  in 
the  month  of  November,  the  fummer  of  thai 
climate. 

Almagro  with  a  view  of  purfuing  his  dar- 
ling project  of  prefixing  in  Cuzco,  abandoned 
his  views  upon  Chili,  and  began  his  march 
northward  -,  but  his  army,  terrified  at  the  re- 
membrance of  what  they  had  fufFered  in  pafiing 
the  Cordilleras,  abfolutely  refilled  to  return 
by  the  lame  road  •,  wherefore  he  was  forced  to 
take  his  rout  through  the  defart,  under  cover 
of  the  hills  ;  where  the  Indians  told  him  that 
there  was  no  water,  but  what  was  to  be  found 
in  Handing  pools,  corrupted  by  the  heat  of  the 
fun,  and  even  thefe  were  at  the  dillance  of 
eighteen  or  twenty  miles  from  each  other. 

To  remedy  this  inconvenience,  leather  bot- 
tles were  made  to  carry  the  water,  and  parties 
of  Indians  were  fent  before  the  army,  to  drain 
the  wells  of  the  ftagnated  water,  and  leave  the 
frefh  at  liberty  to  rife  :  by  which  expedients  the 
army  palled  through  thefe  barren  waftes,  with 
much  lefs  difficulty  than  had  been  apprehend- 
ed. 

In  the  mean  time  things  fell  into  great  confu- 
fion  in  Peru  :  the  Inca  Manco,  feeing  the  little 
hopes  there  were  of  his  ever  being  reftored  to  the 
pofieffion  of  his  throne,  as  he  had  been  promifed 
by  the  treaty  of  Caxamalca,  refolved  to  try  what 
could  be  done  by  force  ;  for  which  purpofe  he 
prevailed  on  Ferdinand  Pizarro  to  permit  him 
to  go  to  a  folemn  feftival,  held  at  Yucaya,  four 
leagues  from  Cuzco,  which  was  in  fact  a  kind  of 
afTembly  of  the  ftates  of  Peru,  where  a  fcheme 
was  laid  for  quickly  raifing  three  armies,  and  at- 
tacking Cuzco,  Lima  and  Truxillo  at  the  fame 
time. 

Thefe  defigns  were  intimated  to  Paullu,  in 
the  army  of  Almagro,  then  on  his  march  thro' 
the  defart ;  but  he  abfolutely  refufed  to  join 
them  at  any  rate,  or  to  break  his  faith  with  the 
Spaniards-,  in  return  for  which  conduct  Alma- 
gro faluted  him  with  the  title  of  Emperor. 

This  fidelity  of  Paullu  to  the  Spaniards  was 
difcovered  by  mere  accident  •,  for  a  confpiracy 
having  been  let  on  foot  in  the  camp,  againlt  the 
life  of  Almagro,  Phillipiilo  the  interpreter,  who 
was  deeply  concerned  in  it,  at  firft  accufed  Paul- 
lu of  being  the  principal  abettor  of  it  ;  but  this 
being  contrary  to  that  prince's  general  character 
and  behaviour,  Almagro  ordered  the  interpreter 
to  be  put  to  the  torture  •,  on  which  he  confefied 
that  he  had  accufed  Paullu  wrongfully,  and  ac- 
knowledged that  he  had  contributed,  by  falfe 
fuggeftions,  to  take  away  the  life  of  Atabaliba  : 
N°  21.  3  R 


on  which  accounts  he  was  jultly  brought  to  con- 
dign punifliment. 

In  the  mean  time  Manco  Capac,  having  af- 
fembled  an  army  of  two  hundred  thouland  men, 
laid  feige  to  Cuzco,  in  which  there  was  only  fe- 
venty  Spaniards  •,  but  thefe  being  provided  with 
a  few  horfes,  and  a  good  train  of  artillery,  made 
a  vigorous  defence. 

The  Indians  having  in  their  firft  onfet  taken 
polTcffion  of  the  caftle  of  Cuzco,  held  it  five  or 
i\x  days  ;  and  John  Pizzaro,  after  having  at- 
tacked it  in  a  gallant  manner,  taking  off  his  hel- 
met to  cool  himfelf,  received  a  blow  on  the  head 
with  a  ftone,  of  which  he  died  in  about  three 
days,  to  the  great  grief  of  his  officers  and  fol- 
diers. 

When  the  Inca  heard  that  Almagro  was  ad- 
.  ancing  towards  Cuzco,  he  refolved  to  retire  •, 
md  though  Almagro  endeavoured  to  perfuade 
am  to  a  treaty,  he  abfolutely  refufed  it,  being 
refolved  never  more  to  hear  of  terms,  from  a 
people  who  had  never  yet  kept  their  engagements 
in  one  fingle  inftance. 

He  alio  took  a  ftep  which  was  very  extraor- 
dinary •,  this  was  difbanding  his  army,  and  pri- 
vately retiring  to  the  mountains.  His  officers 
endeavoured  to  difiuade  him  from  this  fcep  by 
obferving  that  Pizarro  and  Almagro  being  now 
at  variance,  it  was  the  very  time  for  him  to  hope 
for  fuccefs  :  but  he  replied,  that  notwithftand*- 
ing  their  private  animofities,  they  would  un- 
doubtedly unite  againft  him,  if  he  made  a  fhew 
of  oppofing  them  ;  and  that  the  proper  time  for 
him  to  vindicate  his  right,  would  be  when  they 
fhould  be  fufficiently  weakened  by  their  mutual 
contentions. 

As  foon  as  Almagro  appeared  before  the  walls 
of  Cuzco,  he  fent  a  fummons  to  Ferdinand  Pi  • 
zarro,  the  Spanifh  governor,  to  deliver  up  the 
city  ■,  to  which  he  anfwered,  that  he  held  it 
by  commiffion  from  his  brother  the  marquis, 
and,  as  he  knew  it  to  be  within  the  limits  of  his 
government,  would  not  deliver  it  up  without 
his  orders  •,  and  he  immediately  began  to  put 
the  place  in  a  poflure  of  defence  :  but  part  of  the 
garrifon  being  friends  to  Almagro,  introduced 
his  troops  into  the  city  at  midnight,  by  which 
means  Ferdinand  and  Gonzalo  Pizarro  were 
made  prifoners  ;  and  Almagro  fummoning  the 
magiftrates,  compelled  them  to  acknowledge 
him  governor,  and  at  the  fame  time  appointed 
de  Rojas  his  deputy. 

The  marquis  Pizarro,  who  was  ffcill  at  Lima, 
hearing  no  news  from  his  brother  at  Cuzco,  and 
imagining  that  the  parties  he  had  fent  thither  to 
reinforce  them,  had  been  cut  off  by  the  Peru- 
vians, fent  thither  five  hundred  Spanifh  horfe 
\  and  foot,  commanded  by  Don  Alonzo  de  Alve- 
:  rado,  and  under  him  appointed  Pedro  de  Lerma 
captain  of  a  troop  of  horfe  •,  who  being  an  older 
officer,  was  fo  offended  at  the  preference  given 
to  Alverado,  that  thenceforward  he  meditated 
the  ruin  of  the  enterprize. 

The  news  of  de  Lerma's  difcontent  being  con- 
veyed to  Almagro,  they  made,  by  means  of 
their  emiflaries,  a  private  agreement,  in  confe- 
quence  of  which  de  Lerma,  with  a  confiderable 
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body  of  men,  took  the  firft  opportunity  of  de- 
ferring Alverado,  after  v/hich  the  latter  was  vi- 
vigoroufly  attacked  by  Almagro's  forces,  his 
whole  party  •Touted,  and  himfelf  taken  pri- 
soner. 

The  troops  which  had  deferted  to  Almagro 
were  amply  rewarded,  and  marfhalled  into  a 
body,  the  command  of  which  was  given  to  Pe- 
dro de  Lerma  :  and  feveral  of  the  officers  now 
ftrongly  urged  Almagro  to  provide  for  his  fu- 
ture fafety,  by  putting  the  Pizarros  to  death  ; 
a  meafure  which  he  abiblutely  refufed,  declaring 
that  it  was  beneath  a  gentleman  and  a  foldier  to 
deftroy  his  pnfoners  in  cold  blood. 

The  news  of  this  defeat  made  a  deep  impreflion 
upon  the  marquis  Pizarro,  who  finding  himfelf 
too  weak  to  oppofe  Almagro,  his  whole  force 
fcarcely  exceeding  four  hundred  men,  determin- 
ed to  try  what  could  be  done  by  policy  ;  and 
therefore  fent  deputies  to  Cuzco,  to  propofe  an 
accommodation.  Almagro,  notwithstanding  the 
reprefentation  of  his  friends,  that  Pizarro  wouk 
never  adhere  to  any  treaty,  received  thefe  de- 
puties with  great  civility,  and  promifed  to  havv 
an  interview  with  the  marquis,  in  which  com 
miffioners  fhould  be  chofen  to  fettle  the  refpedhve 
boundaries. 

Accordingly,  leaving  a  fufficient  garrifon  in 
Cuzco,  he  marched  out  of  that  city  at  the  head 
of  about  five  hundred  Spaniards,  taking  the  road 
to  Lima,  and  carrying  Ferdinand  Pizarro  pri- 
foner  in  his  train •,  while  Gonzalo  Pizarro  and 
Alverado,  were  left  in  the  town  under  the  care 
of  De  Rojas  ;  but  after  Almagro's  departure 
they  feized  De  Rojas,  put  him  in  irons,  and 
made  their  elcape  to  Lima,  accompanied  by  a- 
bout  fixty  men,  whom  they  had  won  over  to, 
their  intereft. 

Upon  the  news  of  this  efcape,  Organez,  lieu- 
tenant general  to  Almagro,  and  others  of  the 
officers,  urged  him  to  revenge  it  by  the  death  of 
his  prifoner  Ferdinand  Pizarro  •,  a  piece  of  cru- 
elty that  he  abfolutely  refufed,  and  foon  after 
met  the  marquis  at  Mala,  with  twelve  men  on 
each  fide,  to  terminate  their  differences.  How- 
ever, the  conference  was  fuddenly  broke  off,  by 
one  of  Almagro's  people  rufhing  abruptly  into 
his  prefence,  and  crying  out  that  he  was  be- 
trayed :  on  which  he  immediately  took  horfe, 
and  rode  off,  leaving  matters  entirely  un- 
lettled. 

This  alarm  was  occafioned  by  the  approach 
of  Gonzalo  Pizarro  with  feven  hundred  men  ; 
which  induced  Organez  alfo  to  advance  with  his 
troops,  to  repel  by  force  the  treachery  he  fuf- 
pected  to  be  in  agitation. 

Each  party  now  feemed  ready  for  war,  but 
the  marquis  again  found  means  to  perfuade  Al- 
magro to  liften  to  terms  ;  and  a  treaty  was  a- 
greed  upon,  and  fworn  to  on  each  fide,  by 
which  among  other  advantages,  the  pofleifion 
of  CuzcO  was  ceded  to  Almagro,  till  the 
decifion  of  the  emperor  fhould  be  known ; 
and  in  confequence  of  this  treaty,  Ferdinand 
Pizarro  was  fct  at  liberty,  on  his  taking  an  oath 
not  to  ad  againft  Almagro. 

No  fooner  had  the  nurquis  Pizarro  obtained 
the  point  he  aimed  at,  his  brother's  liberty,  than 


he  broke  through  the  treaty,  fending  a  notary 
with  witneffes,  to  fummon  Almagro  to  furrender 
Cuzco,  and  all  the  places  he   had  fubdued,  on 
pain  of  being  treated  as  a   rebel  ;  and  this  dif- 
honourable  proceeding  was  ftill  the  more  inex- 
cufable,  as,  jurt   before   this    time,  he  had  re- 
ceived an  exprefs  from  court,  enjoining  each  go- 
vernor, on    pain  of  the   emperor's   diipleafure, 
to  keep  quiet  poffeflion   of  all   fuch  places   as 
fhould,  at  the  time  of  that  mefTenger's    arrival, 
own  their  refpecrive  jurifdiction  ;  and   if  they 
thought  themlelves  injured,  they  were   directed 
to  make  their  appeal  to  the  council    of  the   In- 
dies ;  but  Pizarro  thought  fit   to  fupprefs  thefe 
orders. 

Almagro  now  repenting  the  confidence  he  had 
placed  in  the  marquis,  gave  orders  for  fecuring 
Cuzco,  and  marched  with  his  troops  to  a  place 
called  the  Salinas,  from  a  fountain  of  brackifh 
water  which  iprung  up  there  :  and  the  mar- 
quis's army  under  Gonzalo  Pizarro,  meeting 
him  at  this  place,  an  engagement  eniued,  which 
lafting  two  hours,  Almagro  was  entirely  defeat- 
ed. Organez  behaved  with  great  gallantry,  but 
growing  faint  with  his  wounds,  accepted  quar- 
ter from  a  perfon  named  Fuentez,  who  cruelly 
murdered  him  in  ccld  blood. 

In  the  heat  of  the  engagement,  Ferdinand  Pi- 
zarro was  unhorfed  by  Lerma,  who  at  the  fame 
time  upbraided  him  with  his  perjury,  but  his 
armour  faved  his  life  :  and  Lerma  being  after- 
wards borpe  down  by  fome  of  Pizarro's  people, 
was  treacheroufly  ftabbed  ;  but  he  had  the  mif- 
fortune  to  recover  to  be  butchered  in  a  more  cruel 


manner. 


Almagro  being  il!,  and  too  weak  to  fit  a  horfe» 
was  carried  into  the  field  in  a  litter,  and  perceiv- 
ing his  army  defeated,  retired  to  the  citadel  of 
Cuzco,  whither  he  was  purfued  by  Alverado, 
to  whom  he  was  foon  obliged  to  furrender. 

As  foon  as  Almagro  was  in  the  power  of  his. 
enemies,  Ferdinand  determined  to  be  revenged 
for  his  own  and  Lis  brother's  long  imprifonment;. 
and  effectually  to  prevent  his  making  head  a- 
gainft  the  Pizarrcs  for  the  future,  caufed  arti- 
tles  of  high  treafon  to  be  drawn  up  againft  him, 
the  principal  of  which  were,  that  he  had  feized 
the  city  of  Cuzco,  made  a  fecret  treaty  with  the 
Inca,  encroached  upon  the  government  granted 
by  the  emperor  to  the  marquis  Pizarro,  and 
fought  two  battles  againft  the  forces  of  his  fo- 
vereign,  by  which  much  Chriftian  blood  had 
been  fpilt,  and  the  progrefs  of  the  Spanifh  arms 
confiderably  retarded. 

Almagro  being  tried  for  thefe  offences,  was 
convicted,  and  condemned  to  die,  though  he 
infilled  on  appealing  to  the  emperor.  Alverado 
pleaded  warmly  that  his  appeal  fhould  be  ad- 
mitted, and  in  vain  attempted  to  foften  Ferdi- 
nand's inflexibility,  by  representing  the  kindnefs 
with  which  Almagro  had  treated  both  him  and 
his  brother,  when  they  were  his  prifoners  :  evert 
Almagro  himfelf  addrefled  Ferdinand  in  the 
moft  moving  manner,  entreating  him  to  recol- 
lect the  time  when  he  had  fpared  his  life  in  op- 
pofition  to  numbers  who  would  have  devoted 
him  to  deftruflion  :  and  to  remember  how  in- 
ilrumental  he  had  been  in  advancing  the  Pizar- 
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alio  begged 


bowing  under  the  weight 


ros  to  their  prelent  grandeur.      He 
him  to   conlider  that, 

of  age  and  infirmities,  a  very  little  time  imift, 
in  the  common  courle  of"  nature,  bring  him  to 
the  grave  ;  and  befought  him  that,  after  the  in- 
numerable hardfhips  he  had  fullered,  he  might 
be  permitted  to  die  a  natural  death. 

But  Ferdinand,  deaf  to  all  his  entreaties,  or- 
dered him  to  be  ftrangled,  in  the  feventy-fifth, 
or,  according  to  fome  writers,  the  fixty-fifdi 
ar  of  his  age  ;  after  which  the  dead  body  was 
beheaded  in  the  great  lquare  of  Cuzco,  and 
lay  cxpoled  on  the  fcaflbld,  almoil  naked,  the 
gieateft  part  of  the  day  ;  no  one  daring  to  bury 
it,  left  they  fhould  provoke  the  reientment  of 
his  enemies,  who  were  inhuman  enough  to  take 
no  care  of  the  interment,  till  towards  evening, 
a  few  poor  Peruvians,  who  had  been  his  fervants, 
wrappe  i  the  body  in  a  coarie  meet,  and  convey- 
ed it  to  a  church  creeled  by  the  Spaniards,  where 
it  was  buried  by  the  clergy  under  their  high 
altar. 

The  enemies  of  Almagro  have  afferted  that 
be  was  of  mean  parentage,  which  however,  they 
could  not  pollibly  know,  fince  he  was  found  in 
the  ftreets,  and  being  never  owned,  was  called  by 
the  name  of  the  town  in  which  he  was  found. 
His  bravery  was  remarkable,  and  his  prefence 
of  mind  was  fuch  that  no  danger  could  difcon- 
cert  him.  He  was  kind  to  his  foldiers,  and  flow 
in  punifhing  their  faults,  yet  maintained  a  ftrict 
discipline  by  the  meer  force  of  his  own  example. 
He  kept  a  good  table  for  his  officers,,  but  lived 
as  hard  himlelf  as  any  private  man  111  the  army  : 
and  when,  through  this  conduit,  he  has  been 
charged  with  affectation,  he  ufed  to  reply,  that 
"  His  was  the  diet  of  a  lbldier." 

Having  lived  fome  time  with  a  Peruvian  wo- 
man, he  had  by  her  a  fon,  named  Diego,  whom  at 
his  death  he  bequeathed  to  the  care  of  Diego  Al- 
verado; who  defiring  Pizarro  to  evacuate  fo  much 
of  the  country  as  he  had  always  acknowledged 
to  be  under  the  government  of  Almagro,  that 
he  might  take  poiieiiion  of  it  for  the  youth,  was 
haughtily  aniwered  that  his  goverment  was  now 
unbounded,  and  he  knew  of  no  one  who  had  a 
right  to  infill:  on  iharing  it  with  him,  fince  Al- 
magro was  dead. 

Alverado,  incenfed  at  this  reply,  determined 
to  leek  redrefs  at  the  court  of  Spain,  and  there- 
fore foon  afterwards  embarked  for  Europe,  with 
iuch  evidences  as  were  proper  to  fupport  the 
caufe  of  young  Almagro. 

It  often  appears  that  fevere  meafures  rather 
irritate  than  afluage  civil  dilTenfions  •,  which  was 
evidenced  by  the  death  of  Almagro,  which  in- 
ftead  of  extinguifhing,  increaicd  his  faction  : 
upon  which  Ferdinand  Pizarro,  who  from  the 
behaviour  of  the  foldiers,  fufpected  that  fome 
defigns  wexe  carrying  on  againft  his  life,  thought 
it  belt  to  retire  to  Spain,  with  all  the  gold  he 
could  amafs,  with  a  view  to  bribe  the  Spanifh 
miniftry  :  but  Alverado  having  prepared  the 
way  for  his  reception,  he  was  arretted  as  foon  as 
he  arrived,  and  thrown  into  prifon  ;  and  not- 
withstanding Alverado  died  foon  after,  not 
without  lufpicion  of  having  been  poiloned  to 
put   a  Hop  to  the   profecution,  yet  Ferdinand 


continued  in  confinement  twenty  three  years. 

About  this  time  the  Peruvians  had  again  re- 
courfe  to  arms  ;  and  having  in  a  great  meafure 
got  rid  of  the  terror  which  the  horfes  and  fire- 
arms had  occafioned  among  them,  they  were 
now  able  to  make  a  itand  againft  the  Spaniards, 
who  being  by  this  time  increafed  to  above  two  thou- 
fand,  found  it  more  difficult  to  keep  their  ground, 
than  they  had  to  conquer  the  country  with  four 
hundred  ;  and  it  feems  highly  probable,  that  if 
fome  particular  bodies  of  Indians  had  not  been 
fo  infatuated  as  to  adhere  faithfully  to  the  Spa- 
nifh intereft,  Pizarro  might  have  been  compelled 
to  abandon  his  acquifitions  after  fo  long  a  poflef- 
fion. 

The  molt  valuable  acquifition  made  after  the 
death  of  Almagro,  was  the  conqueft  of  the  pro- 
1  .nee  of  Charcas,  in  which  were  the  rich  mines 
of  Potoli,  which  the  marquis  divided  among  the 
conquerors,  having  firlt  founded  the  city  of  La 
.Plata,  fo  called  from  its  being  fituated  among 
the  mines.  His  brother  Gonzalo,  then  engaged 
in  fubduing  the  Inca  Manco,  and  his  brother 
Ferdinand,  at  that  time  a  prifoner  in  Spain,  had 
alio  (hares  in  the  riches  of  this  province. 

Gonzalo  having  driven  the  Inca  to  the  moun- 
tains, and  becoming  governor  of  Quito,  turned 
his  thoughts  to  the  making  new  difcoveries  •,  for 
which  purpofe  he  marched  to  the  eaftward,  in 
order,  if  pofhble,  to  obtain  fome  knowledge  of 
the  breadth  of  America  •,  and  though  he  met 
with  fuch  infuperable  obftacles  as  obliged  him  to 
return  to  Quito,  yet  Orellana,  one  of  his  officers, 
failed  down  the  great  river  of  the  Amazons,  re- 
turning from  the  mouth  of  it  to  the  Spanifh  fet- 
tlements,  on  the  other  fide  of  the  American 
continent,  and  thereby  opening  a  paffage  to 
countries  before  unknown,  though  not  lefs  va- 
luable than  thole  already  dilcovered. 

The  marquis  of  Pizarro  now  employed  him- 
felf  in  fecuring  and  eftablifhing  his  authority,  by 
methods  not  lefs  cruel  than  impolitic  ;  for  he 
not  only  difcharged  all  the  officers  whom  he 
fufpected  of  having  had  any  regard  for  Alma- 
gro, but  confeious  of  his  own  injuftice,  and  fear- 
ing the  confequence  of  their  complaining  againft 
him,  took  meafures  to  prevent  their  returning  to 
Spain  :  by  which  means  many  of  them  being 
involved  in  great  diftrefs,  were  reduced  to  the 
neceffity  of  living  upon  the  alms  of  their  coun- 
trymen :  and  twelve  of  them,  all  men  of  family, 
lived  together  in  a  houfe  given  them  by  one  de 
la  Prefa,  having  but  one  cloak  amonglt  them 
all,  which  they  wore  by  turns,  only  one  of  them 
going  out  at  a  time  :  but  de  la  Prefa  dying, 
Pizarro  turned  them  out  of  the  houfe,  and  at 
the  fame  time  publifhed  an  edict  by  which,  un- 
der the  fevereft  penalties,  he  forbad  any  one  to 
afford  them  or  their  adherents  the  leaft  relief. 

This  proceeding  rendering  them  defperate, 
was  more  fatal  to  Pizarro  than  poffibly  their  other 
diftreffes  might  ever  have  been  ;  for  feeing  no 
end  to  their  miferies,  but  by  their  own  or  the 
marquis's  deftruction,  they  refolved  on  the 
latter. 

The  bravefl  of  Almagro's  friends,  among 
whom  were  the  diftrefled  veterans  above-menti- 
oned, repaired  to  Lima,  two  or  three  at  a  time, 
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where  they  did  not  want  friends,  who  concealed 
them  in  their  houfes,  till  their  number  exceeded 
tv»"o  hundred.  Thefe  determined  to  feize  the 
firft  fair  opportunity  of  executing  their  defign, 
in  which  however,  they  were  for  ibme  time  re- 
tarded, in  hopes  that  a  new  commiffioner,  fome 
of  whofe  attendants  were  already  arrived,  would 
come  from  Spain,  in  order  to  take  cognizance 
of  the  marquis's  conduct  ;  and  that  he  would 
do  them  juftice,  without  laying  them  under  the 
necefilty  of  raifing  an  infurrection. 

But  on  Sunday  the  twenty-fixth  of  June  1541, 
De  Rada,  one  of  the  principal  confpirators,  had 
private  intelligence  that  they  were  dilcovered, 
and  that  the  marquis  was  taking  meafures  to 
have  them  all  put  to  an  ignominious  death  in 
lefs  than  three  hours.  This  information  he 
haftily  communicated  to  fuch  of  the  confpirators 
as  he  could  moft  readily  meet  with  ;  on  which, 
finding  there  was  no  time  to  be  loft,  they  repair- 
ed, one  by  one,  to  the  number1  of  nineteen,  to 
the  houfe  of  young  Almagro,  which  ftood  on 
one  fide  of  the  great  fquare,  from  whence  they 
inarched  with  drawn  i'words  through  the  market- 
place towards  the  marquis's  palace,  crying  out, 
"  Long  live  the  king,  but  let  the  tyrant  die  !" 
And  it  is  remarkable  that  though  there  were  at 
the  fame  time  above  a  thoufand  people  in  the 
fquare,  they  met  with  no  oppofition,  nor  did 
Pizarro  receive  the  leaft  intelligence  of  their 
riling  ;  lb  that  they  entered  the  palace  very 
eafily,  the  doors  being  open. 

When  the  firft  news  of  the  difturbance  was 
brought,  Pizarro,  who  was  fetting  with  only  two 
or  three  of  his  people,  ordered  Francis  de  Chaves, 
his  lieutenant-general,  to  fecure  the  great  door, 
which  he  neglected  to  do,  on  a  fuppofition  that 
it  was  only  fome  difturbance  among  the  foldiers, 
which  his  prefence  would  eafily  quell  •,  fo  that 
going  forwards,  he  met  the  confpirators  on  the 
great  ftair-cafe,  and  demanding  the  reafon  of 
thofe  commotions,  was  anlwered  by  two  or  three 
of  them  lodging  their  daggers  in  his  bofom,  on 
which  he  inftantly  dropped  down  dead. 

The  marquis,  hearing  them  in  the  gallery, 
had  no  time  to  put  on  his  armour,  but  feizing 
his  fword  and  buckler,  defended  the  door  of 
his  apartment  very  reiolutely  for  a  confiderable 
time,  fupported  only  by  his  half  brother  Don 
Francis  de  Alcantara,  and  two  of  his  pages  ;  the 
reft  of  his  company  and  fervants  having  fled  at 
the  beginning  of  the  infurrection.  At  length 
one  of  the  confpirators  prefling  home,  bore  down 
and  killed  Don  Francis,  on  which  the  reft  ad- 
vancing with  frefh  vigour,  rhe  marquis  retired 
before  them,  and  at  laft  funk  down,  fainting 
with  lofs  of  blood,  and  was  foon  difpatched  ; 
while  his  two  pages,  having  defperately  wounded 
feveral  of  the  confpirators,  expired  by  his  fide, 
gallantly  fighting  in  his  defence. 

Thus  fel!  Don  Francis  Pizarro  the  firft  difco- 
verer  and  conqueror  of  Peru,  in  the  fixty-fifth 
year  of  his  age.  His  body,  by  young  Alrha- 
gro's  permilTion,  was  privately  buried  by  his 
fervants,  no  perfon  of  any  conitquence  pre- 
luming  to  attend  the  funeral,  left  they  iliould 
give  offence  to  the  prevailing  party. 

The  meannefs  of  Pizarro's  education  was  t>ub- 


lickly  known  from  his  not  being  able  to  write 
his  own  name,  which  his  fecretary  ufed  to  infert 
between  two  ftrokes  which  he  drew  with  a  pen. 

He  was  endowed  by  nature  with  fome  good 
qualities,  the  moft  remarkable  of  which  was  his 
bravery ;  but  his  ambition  v/as  boundlefs,  he 
never  icrupled  to  facrifice  his  honour  to  his  in- 
tereft  •,  made  a  jell  of  the  moft  facred  obligati- 
ons, and  was  dead  to  all  the  tender  feelings  of 
humanity. 

His  fate  in  fome  meafure  refembled  that  of 
Almagro  ;  like  him  he  fell  a  victim  to  ambition  ; 
Ike  him  he  died  a  violent  death  •,  and  like  him 
him  he  was  obfeurely  buried  after  a  life  of  fpen- 
dor  ;  but  he  poffeffed  not  the  fiftieth  part  of  Al- 
magro's  virtues. 

Pizarro  was  never  married,  but  he  had  feveral 
mittreffes,  fome  of  whom  were  daughters  and 
filters  of  the  Incas-,  but  we  do  not  find  that  he 
left  any  children  behind  him. 

As  foon  as  Pizarro  was  dead,  the  confpirators 
returned  to  the  market-place,  and  proclaimed 
the  young  Almagro  goverror  of  Peru  :  for  Al- 
magro's friends  had  affembled  while  the  others 
were  attacking  the  marquis,  and  fecuring  his 
guards,  prevented  his  receiving  any  affiftance. 
They  likewife  feeured  all  the  hories  and  arms  in 
the  city,  and  commanded  thofe  who  refufed  to 
join  them,  not  to  leave  their  houfes  without  per- 
miffion.  They  plundered  the  marquis's  houfe, 
thofe  of  his  brothers,  and  two  or  three  of  his 
profeffed  friends  -,  and  it  is  laid  that  the  value  of 
a  million  of  crowns  in  gold  and  filver  was  found 
in  his  palace,  the  furniture  of  which  was  left 
untouched,  for  the  ufe  of  the  young  Almagro. 

The  magiftracy  of  Lima  were  compelled  to 
own  the  authority  of  Almagro  •,  and  Cuzco,  with 
many  other  of  the  principal  towns  did  the  fame  ; 
but  Alonzo  de  Alverado,  who  was  in  the  fouth- 
ern  province  of  Chiachapuca,  and  HuJguin,  ab- 
folutely  refufed  to  acknowledge  his  authority  : 
•the  latter  with  feveral  other  officers,  haftening  to 
Cuzco,  erected  the  royal  itandard  there,  and 
difpatched  meffengers  to  the  provinces  of  Are- 
quipa,  Los  Charcas,  and  other  places,  to  promote 
a  lpirit  of  oppofition  to  the  new  government  ; 
whereupon  fome,  who  were  of  Almagro's  party, 
flipped  away  privately  to  join  their  friends  at 
Lima ;  but  they  were  purfued  and  foon  brought 
back. 

Holguin,  in  the  mean  time,  having  received 
intelligence  that  Almagro,  at  the  head  of  fix 
hundred  men,  was  advancing,  either  to'  lay 
fiege  to  Cuzco,  or  give  him  battle  •,  and  know  - 
ing  he  was  too  weak  to  oppofe  him,  determined 
to  attempt  a  junction  with  Alverado,  which  he 
effected  in  the  following  manner. 

He  fent  out  a  party  of  horfe  to  furprize 
fome  of  Almagro's  people,  in  which  they  fuc- 
ceeded  ;  whereupon  he  ordered  two  of  them 
to  be  hanged,  and  fent  the  reft  back,  defir- 
ing  them  to  tell  their  leader  that  in  a  day  or 
two  he  would  pay  him  iuch  a  vifit  as  lhould 
make  him  repent  their  meeting ;  on  which  Al- 
magro halted  to  receive  him  :  and  Holguin  made 
ufe  of  that  opportunity  to  turn  off  into  another 
road  by  which  he  foon  came  up  with  Alverado, 
and  in  a  few  days  joined  Vaca  de  Caftro,  the 
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new"  commiflioner  fo  long  expe&ed  from  Spain  ; 
who  was  not  only  appointed  to  examine  into  the 
differences  fubfifting  between  the  generals,  but 
likewife  in  cafe  of  the  marquis  Pizarro's  death, 
was  authorized  to  take  upon  him  the  government 
of  Peru. 

De  Caftro  had  been  driven  by  contrary  winds, 
into  the  bay  of  Gorgona,  from  whence  he  had  de- 
termined to  travel  by  land  to  Lima,  on  the  road 
to  which  he  was  thus  reinforced,  fo  that  his  party 
now  confided  of  feven  hundred  men. 

Vaca  de  Caftro  was  a  perfon  of  admirable  fenfe, 
extenfive  knowledge,  undaunted  refolution,  and 
incorruptible  integrity.  He  was  bred  to  the  law, 
but  his  firm  adherence  to  juftice,  his  contempt  for 
every  proceeding  that  was  not  perfectly  equitable, 
and  his  declining  to  be  concerned  in  any  caufe  that 
had  the  fmalleft  appearance  of  illegality,  prevent- 
ed his  meeting  with  that  encouragement  which 
his  virtue  deferved  ;  fo  that  he  was  very  little 
known. 

We  know  not  how  to  account  for  it,  that  a  man 
of  fuch  uncommon  honefty  ftiould  find  intereft  at 
court ;  but  it  is  known  that  the  emperor  preferred 
him  to  this  poft,  without  confulting  any  of  his  mi- 
nifters  ;  declaring  at  the  fame  time  that  he  would 
try  how  probity  would  thrive  in  an  Indian  foil, 
fince  it  was  fo  little  cherifhed  at  a  Spanifh  bar  : 
and  it  is  univerfally  acknowledged  that  the  Spanifh 
dominions  in  America  never  had  fo  good  a  gover- 
nor, either  before  or  fince. 

He  ventured  upon  this  expedition  with  few  fol- 
lowers, and  little  money  ;  but  after  he  was  thus 
joined,  he  met  with  amazing  fuccefs. 

De  Caftro  received  Alverado  and  Holguin  with 
great  civility,  confirming  them  in  their  former  com- 
mands ;  and  to  prevent  any  difputes  that  might  a- 
rife  from  a  divifion  of  the  chief  authority,  as  had 
been  the  cafe  between  Almagro  and  Pizarro,  he 
took  on  himfelf  the  title  of  captain-general,  deter-, 
mining  to  act  in  perfon  every  where,  tho'  he  had 
not  been  bred  to  arms. 

No  man  ever  conducted  himfelf  more  equitably; 
he  never  ufed  his  authority  to  opprefs  his  depend- 
ants, nor  endeavoured  to  purchafe  friendfhip  by 
flatten'.  He  determined  every  caufe  that  came  be  • 
fore  him  with  the  ftricteft  impartiality,  unregard- 
ful  whether  the  partv  was  Spanifh  or  Peruvian. 
He  was  a  tather  to  thofe  who  obeyed  the  emperor: 
to  thofe  who  rebelled,  an  expounder  of  the  law, 
adhering  ftrictly  to  the  very  letter  of  it ;  as  a  judge 
he  was  inexorable  •,  as  a  man  tender  and  compaf- 
fionate. 

At  firft  the  people  were  amazed  at  his  deport- 
ment ;  but  in  a  little  time  they  willingly  paid  him 
the  moft  implicit  obedience,  becaufe  they  faw  that 
their  welfare  was  the  ruling  motive  of  all  his  ac- 
tions. 

Belancazar  came  from  his  government  of  Po- 
payan  to  compliment  him  on  his  arrival  in  Peru  ; 
moft  of  the  places  that  were  not  over-awed  by  the 
prefence  of  Almagro,  acknowledged  his  authority, 
and  Gonzalo  Pizarro,  who  was  returned  from  his 
expedition  to  the  eaftward,  after  having  fuffered 
very  great  hardlhips,  and  loft  two  thirds  of  his 
men,  fent  a  deputation  to  him  from  Quito,  ac- 
knowledging his  authority,  and  offering  to  raife 
as  many  men  as  poftible,  and  march  to  his  affift- 
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ance  :  but  De  Caftro  fent  him  word,  that  he  ac- 
cepted of  his  fubmiffion,  and  was  fatisfied  of  his 
fidelity  to  the  emperor  :  but  that  the  hardlhips  he 
had  undergone  in  his  late  progrefs  requested  fome 
reft  ;  on  which  account,  and  as  his  own  party  was 
already  fufficiently  ftrong,  he  difpenfed  with  his 
prefence,  and  defired  Gonzalo  to  apply  himfelf  to 
the  care  of  civil  matters  in  his  government  of 
Quito* 

Young  Almagro  in  the  mean  time  was  making 
what  head  he  could  againft  fuch  formidable  oppo- 
fition.  This  youth  was  bleffed  by  nature  with  great 
abilities,  improved  by  a  proper  education.  He 
was  open,  brave  and  geherous  ;  but  hafty,  and  ra- 
ther cruel  ;  while  his  youth  leill-ned  his  influence, 
and  drove  him  into  many  errors* 

The  death  of  his  general,  De  Roda,  a  man  of 
experience  and  integrity,  difconcerted  him  to  a 
very  great  degree,  and  his  afterwards  dividing  the 
commiflion  of  general  between  Chriftopher  de  So- 
talo,  and  Garcia  de  Alverado,  laid  the  foundation 
of  his  ruin  :  for  the  former  having  condemned  a 
foldier  for  theft,  was  oppofed  by  the  latter  in  fo 
violent  a  manner,  that  a  quarrel  enfued,  in  which, 
de  Sotalo  was  killedj 

This  affailination  was  greatly  refented  by  Alma- 
gro ;  and  Garcia  imagining  that  he  would  feek 
an  opportunity  of  taking  his  revenge,  refolved  to 
be  beforehand  with  him,  by  murdering  him  at  a 
feaft  which  he  pretended  to  prepare  for  his  enter- 
tainment ;  but  Almagro  having  by  fome  means  ob- 
tained intelligence  of  the  defign,  ftaid  at  home  un- 
der pretence  of  ficknefs  ;  when  Garcia  fearing  to 
loofe  fo  good  an  opportunity,  went  to  his  palace, 
to  enduce  him  to  come  to  the  feaft.  At  length 
Almagro,  appearing  to  be  overcome  by  his  per- 
fuafions,  called  for  his  cloak. 

As  notice  had  been  given  of  Garcia's  approach, 
this  was  a  concerted  fignal,  on  which  fix  perfons 
rufhing  in  at  once,  feized  and  ftabbed  him  in  fe- 
veral  places ;  while  Almagro,  drawing  his  fword« 
ran  him  thro'  the  body  :  after  which  he  appointed 
Balfa  his  general,  and  then  began  his  march  a-< 
gainft  de  Caftro. 

Vaca  de  Caftro  had  encamped  at  Guamanga, 
about  fifty  leagues  fouth-weft  of  Cuzco,  where, 
anxious  to  fpare  the  effufion  of  human  blood,  he 
endeavoured  to  prevail  on  Almagro,  to  lay  down 
his  arms.  But  the  latter  infilled  upon  enjoying 
his  father's  government  of  Cuzco  unmolefted, 
till  the  emperor  fhould  difpofe  of  it.  And  at 
this  time  his  claim  to  it  was  fupported  in  Spain 
by  Alverado,  and  oppofed  by  Ferdinand  Pi- 
zarro. 

But  while  meflages  on  this  fubjedt  were  palling 
between  them,  Almagro  difcovered  that  de  Cailro 
was  endeavouring  to  feduce  his  people ;  for  a 
Spaniard  was  found  in  his  camp,  dilguifed  like  an 
Indian,  with  letters  to  Pedro  di  Candia,  Almagro's 
engineer,  making  him  very  advantageous  offers 
on  condition  that  he  would  render  the  artillery 
ufelefs  in  cafe  the  armies  ihould  come  to  an  en- 
gagement. 

Almagro  was  fo  enraged  at  this  circumftance, 
that  he  ordered  the  fpy  to  be  immediately  hang- 
ed ;  and  though  before  this,  he  was  rather  dif- 
pofed  to  terms  of  accommodation,  he  would 
now  hear  of  none,  except  de  Caftro   contented 

to 
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to  banifh  Holguin,  Alverado,  de  la  Vaga,  and 
many  other  experienced  officers,  in  whom  the 
chief  ftrength  ot  his  army  confifted  :  fo  that  both 
parties  giving  up  all  hopes  ot  agreement,  ad- 
vanced to  meet  each  other  in  the  valley  ot 
Chupas. 

The  army  of  de  Caftro  confifted  of  feven  hun- 
dred Spaniards,  and  a  confiderable  body  of  Peru- 
vians, while  that  of  Almagro  amounted  to  no 
more  than  five  hundred  Spaniards  ;  but  the  latter 
had  the  advantage  of  a  rifing  ground,  on  which 
his  artillery  being  placed,  commanded  the  whole 
plain. 

To  avoid  the  effects  of  this  difpofition,  Car- 
vajal,  de  Caftro's  ferjeant-major,  approached  the 
enemy  under  cover  of  a  little  hill  ;  but  when 
that  fhelter  failed  them,  they  were  quite  expofed 
to  the  fury  of  the  artillery,  which  however,  be- 
ing levelled  too  high,  did  no  manner  of  execu- 
tion :  which  being  obferved  by  Almagro,  he 
flew  to  the  engineer  in  a  rage,  and  calling  him 
traitor,  ftruck  him  through  with  his  {pear ;  and 
inftantly  alighting,  threw  himfelf  upon  one  of 
the  cannon,  when  the  weight  of  his  body  bring- 
ing it  to  bear  upon  the  enemy,  he  ordered  it  to 
be  fired,  and  it  fwept  down  feventeen  Spa- 
niards. 

Almagro's  impetuofity  now  led  him  into  a 
blunder  that  occafioned  his  overthrow,  at  a  time 
when  he  feemed  to  bid  fair  for  obtaining  a  vic- 
tory ;  for  as  de  Caftro  advanced,  fome  of  Al- 
magro's people  prefled  him  to  lead  them  forward 
to  meet  him,  to  which  he  raflily  confented,  and 
by  that  means  got  between  the  enemy  and  his 
own  artillery,  which  rendered  it  wholly  urifer- 
viceable. 

This  miftake  being  obferved 
ferjeant-major,  he  told  Almagro, 
"  kept  his  poft,  as  he  advifed  him,  de  Caftro 
**  mull  have  been  inevitably  ruined  ;  but  as  he 
(f  had  thrown  away  the   advantage  that  fortune 


by  Suarez,  his 
"  That  if  had 


"  had  given  him,  he  did  not  chufe  to  fhare  in  a 
"  defeat  arifing  from  his  mifconduct  ; "  and  im- 
mediately rode  off  to  De  Caftro's  army,  with  fe- 
veral  followers. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  engagement  Holguin 
was  killed  by  a  mufket-ball  ;  and  Alonzo  de  Al- 
verado would  have  been  borne  down  by  Almagro, 
had  not  de  Caftro,  who  had  kept  aloof  with  a 
body  of  thirty  men,  haftened  to  his  relief,  and 
by  the  well-timed  fuccour  he  afforded,  evinced 
that  he  had  a  genius  for  military  as  well  as  civil 
affairs. 

De  Caftro  in  the  end  obtained  a  compleat  vic- 
tory, and  Almagro  finding  his  army  totally  routed, 
efcaped  with  only  fix  horfemen,  intending  to  have 
taken  refuge  in  the  mountains  ;  but  taking  Cuzco 
in  his  way,  with  a  view  to  carry  off  his  treafure, 
the  very  men  whom  he  had  entrufted  with  the  go- 
vernment of  the  city,  hearing  that  he  had  loft  the 
battle,  feized  his  perfon,  and  threw  him  into 
prifon. 

In  the  battle  ofChupas,  which  was  fought  on 
the  fixteenth  of  September  1542, five  hundred  Spa- 
niards were  flain,  and  the  chief  perlbns  in  the  army 
of  Almagro,  taken  prifoners. 

De  Caftro,  having  ordered  the  dead  to  be  inter- 
red, and  proper  care  to  be  taken  of  the  wounded, 
went  to  Cuzco, where  a  tribunal  was  erected  for  the 
trial  of  Almagro,  who  was  not  then  above  twenty 
years  old  ;  and  being  condemned  for  high-treafon, 
he  was  executed  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1543, 
and  then  buried  in  a  private  manner,  in  the  fame 
grave  with  his  father. 

The  fevere  regard  of  'de  Caftro  to  juftice  on 
this  occafion  was  fuch,  that  not  Almagro  only,  but 
moft  of  the  principal  councellors,  and  thofe  in  par- 
ticular who  had  been  concerned  in  the  aflaflina- 
tion  of  the  marquis  Pizarro,  were  formally  tried 
and  executed,  without  favour  or  affection,  by 
which  means  the  very  feeds  of  rebellion  were  eradi- 
cated. 


CHAPTER     IV. 


The  wife  regulations  of  De  Caftro  after  the  rebellion  was  fuppreffed ;  he  is  fuper  ceded  by 
Blafco  Nunez,  who  has  the  title  of  Viceroy,  but  aBing  very  imprudently,  is  oppofed  by 
Gonzalo  Pizarro,  and  imprifoned ;  but  efcaping,  fujfers  great  hardjhips,  and  is  at  length 
killed  in  battle  ;  Pedro  de  la  Gafca  arrives  in  Peru  with  the  title  oj  prejident ;  Pizarro 
lofes  ground  every  where,  but  at  length  defeats  Centeno  one  of  De  la  Gajca's  generals,  and 
is  afterwards  ruined  by  rejecling  Carvajal's  advice ;  he  is  abandoned  by  his  people  at  the 
meeting  of  -both  armies  ;  furrenders  himfelf  prifoner  :  is  condemned  and  beheaded ;  De 
Gafca,  being  perplexed  about  the  divifion  of  the  lands,  returns  to  Spain. 


DE   CASTRO,   having   by  this  rigorous 
diftribution  of  juftice,    put  an  end  to  the 
commotions  which  had  lb  long  difturbed 
the  country,  laid  afide  all   his  feverity,  and   ap- 
plied   himfelf  to   the  cultivation  of  the  arts  of 
peace. 

He  eftablifh  courts  of  juftice,  in  which  caufes 
were  determined  with  the  ftricteft  impartiality  :  he 
ftrengthened  the  old  colonies,  and  encouraged  the 
fettlement  of  new.     The  mines,  during  his   go- 


vernment, were  wrought  to  the  grcatcft  advan- 
tage ;  he  erected  colleges  and  fchools  in  all  the 
cities  and  great  towns ;  appointed  a  number  of 
learned  men  to  ftudy  the  Peruvian  language,  and  | 
preach  the  doctrines  of  Chriftianity  to  the  natives, 
and  was  himfelf  the  means  of  converting;  the  Inca's 
brother  Paullu,  who  was  baptized  by  the  nameot 
Chriftopher. 

De   Caftro  alfo   divided  the  lands   into  eccle- 


ftaftical  jurifdictions  ;    and    being   vefted 


both 
with 
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with  the  papal  and  imperial  authority  for 
that  purpofe  he  appointed  both  bifhops  and 
inferior  minifters  :  in  a  word,  had  the  go- 
vernment continued  in  his  hands,  Peru  would 
loon  have  become  one  of  the  belt  regulated  king- 
doms in  the  world,  and  have  yielded  greater  ad- 
vantage to  the  crown  of  Spain,  than  all  its  other 
pofTerfions. 

But  the  cabals  of  the  miniftry,  who  could  reap 
no  advantage  from  a  man  whofe  conduct  flood  in 
no  need  of  defence,  and  who  dilpifed  the  thought 
either  of  bribing  or  courting  them,  difperfed 
the  happy  calm  :  they  prevailed  on  the  king  to 
erect  a  kind  of  royal  audience  in  Peru,  and  to 
invert  the  commiffioncrs  that  compofed  it,  with 
great  power,  and  thefe  on  their  arrival,  made 
it  their  bufinefs  to  oppofe  the  governor  in  every 
thing  which  occafioned  frefh  difturbances  both 
among  the  Spaniards  and  Peruvians,  and  frefh 
complaints  to  the  court  of  Spain,  which  being 
generally  attended  with  valuable  prefents,  were 
far  from  being  difagreeable  to  the  minifters. 
•  Thele  difcontents  occafioned  the  fending  over 
Blaico  Nunez,  with  the  title  of  viceroy,  to  fu- 
percede  the  governor,  and  enforce  a  body  of  laws 
made  at  Barcelona,  which  were  highly  improper 
for  the  kingdom  of  Peru. 

This  new  governor   arrived  at  Lima  in  the 


year  1544, 


and 


although 


the    inhabitants  una- 


nimoufly  offered  to  fupport  de  Caftro  in  his  ad- 
ministration, and  to  petition  the  emperor  for  his 
continuance,  he,  would  by  no  means  avail  him- 
Iclr"  of  their  friendihip,  but  fubmitted  to  the 
authority  of  Nunez,  who  being  jealous  of  his 
influence  among  the  people,  foon  made  pre- 
tence for  putting  him  under  an  arreft,  and  be- 
haved otherwife  in  fo  arbitrary  and  rigorous  a 
manner,  as  to  procure  himfelf  many  enemies  ; 
who  prevailed  on  Gonzalo  Pizarro  to  raife  troops 
againft  him,  promifing  to  fupport  him  in  the 
office  of  procurator-general,  with  a  power  to 
enlift  men  in  defence  of  his  perfon  :  and  even 
the  judges  acknowledged  his  title  in  oppofition 
to  Nunez,  and  took  fuch  meafures,  that  he  was 
received  as  governor  of  Peru  in  the  city  of 
Cuzco. 

•  Herrera  and  de  la  Vega  vary  every  much  in  their 
accounts  of  Nunez's  administration ;  but  we 
choofe  rather  to  adhere  to  the  reprefentations 
of  the  latter,  fince  he 'not  only  writes  with  all 
the  coolnefs  of  an  hiftorian,  unbiaffed  in  favour 
of  either  party,  but  lived  on  the  fpot  at  the  time, 
a  witnefs  of  moll  of  die  tranfadtions  which  he  re- 
lates. 

The  deportment  of  Nunez  was  fo  haughty 
and  over-bearing,  that  his  forces  frequently  de- 
serted to  Pizarro  ;  and  being  a  perfon  of  a  paf- 
fionate  temper,  he  ordered  Suarez,  who  was 
one  of  his  warmeft  friends,  to  be  aflaffinated  in 
his  pretence,  from  the  bare  fufpicion  that  he  had 
an  intention  to  defert ;  but  being  foon  after- 
wards fully  convinced  of  his  fidelity,  fincere- 
Jy  repented  his  ralhnefs  and  crueltv. 

Not  long  after  this,  the  judges  took  Nunez 
Into  cuftody,  and  fent  him  under  a  guard 
on  board  a  fhip,  as  the  only  method  of  preferv- 
ing  his  lite  from  the  enraged  populace,  and  the 
revenge  of  Benito  de   Carvajal,  "brother   to  Su- 


arez,  who  had  ferved  under  Gonzalo  Pizarro. 
Nunez,  however,  was  afterwards  fet  at  liberty, 
and  conducted  at  his  own  defire  to  Truxillo,  by 
Alvarez,  one  of  his  judges,  who  had  been  com- 
miffioned  by  the  reft  to  carry  him  to  Spain,  and 
lay  an  account  of  his  proceedings  before  the  em- 
peror. 

Gonzalo  Pizarro,  in  the  mean  time,  managed 
matters  fo  to  get  himfelf  generally  acknowledged 
governor  of  Peru  :  but  he  wifely  left  the  admini- 
stration of  civil  affairs  to  the  judges,  devoting  his 
whole  time  and  attention  to  the  regulation  of 
the  army. 

Having  fettled  matters  in  fuch  a  manner  that 
no  perfon  feemed  either  able  or  willing  to  dif- 
pute  his  authority,  he  refolved  on  fending  two 
perfons  to  Spain  to  defend  his  proceedings,  in 
the  fame  Ihip  with  Vaca  de  Caftro  ;  but  the  lat- 
ter fearing  that  thefe  envoys  might  ufe  him  ill, 
prevailed  on  the  crew  to  leave  the  harbour,  and 
fteer  for  Panama,  before  Pizarro's  difpatches 
were  ready. 

This  retreat  incenfed  Pizarro  to  fuch  a  degree^ 
that  he  charged  many  of  his  friends  and  adherents 
with  being  privy  to  it ;  and  not  only  arbitrarily 
imprifoned,  but  cruelly  took  away  the  lives  of 
feveral  of  them. 

The  viceroy  Nunez,  and  judge  Alvarez,  arriv- 
ed in  the  mean  time  at  Tumbez,  where  they 
publilhed  a  manifefto,  with  an  account  of  the 
particulars  of  Pizarro's  rebellion,  requefting  the 
affiftance  of  all  loyal  fubjedb  againft  him. 

While  Nunez  was  thus  fituated  he  difcover- 
ed  far  greater  abilities  than  when  in  his  profpe- 
rity ;  but  the  bad  character  he  bore,  deterred 
even  Pizarro's  enemies  from  joining  him  ;  fo 
that  he  was  under  a  neceffity  of  retiring  on  Pi- 
zarro's approach,  who  purfued  and  hunted  him 
on  the  rugged  mountains  of  Quito,  where  he  was 
driven  to  fuch  extreme  diftrefes  as  to  be  obliged 
to  feed  on  horfe  flefti. 

Nunez  having  avoided  him  in  this  manner  for 
more  than  year,  during  which  time  great  bar- 
barties  were  committed  on  both  fides ;  the  ar- 
mies at  length  came,  to  an  engagement  near  Qui 
to,  on  the  nineteenth  of  January  1546,"  where 
Nunez's  forces  were  entirely  routed,  and  himfelf 
knocked  down  whilft  fighting  in  the  moft  gallant 
manner :  his  head  was  then  ftruck  off,  and  by 
order  of  the  revengeful  Suarez,  fet  upon  a  pole  ; 
but  Pizarro  being  informed  of  this  indignity,  re- 
fentcd  it  extremely,  giving  immediate  orders 
that  the  head  fhould  be  taken  down,  and  in- 
terred with  the  body  in  an  honourable  man- 
ner. 

Pizarro  even  affected  to  appear  grieved  for  the 
death  of  Nunez,  for  whom  he  went  into  mourn* 
ing  ;  but  notwithstanding  his  outward  fhow  of 
grief,  his  whole  delight  was  in  amaffing  wealth  j 
and  from  this  time  forward  he  conducted  him- 
felf rather  like  an  abfolure  monarch  than  the  go- 
vernor of  a  province. 

Intelligence  of  thefe  dangerous  proceedings 
being  brought  to  the  court  L;pain,  gave  great 
unealinefs  to  the  emperor,  and  induced  him  to 
fend  over  Pedro  de  la  Galea,  with  the  title  of 
prefident  of  the  royal  couit  of  Peru,  and  powers 
equal  to  thofe  of  a  fovereiga    prince.     He  was 

com- 
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commiflioned  to  make  laws,  or  to  repeal  them, 
to  pardon,  or  punifh  treafon,  and  to  aft,  in  all 
other  refpedls,  as  he  mould  think,  moll  con- 
ducive to  the  honour  of  God,  and  the  benefit  of 
his  king  :  in  a  word,  he  was  veiled  with  autho- 
rity equal  to  that  of  the  emperor  himfelf. 

Pedro  de  la  Gafca,  though  a  prieft,  and  a 
brother  of  the  inquifition,  was  a  perfon  of  admi- 
rable character  ;  he  was  honeft,  couragious,  mild, 
affable,  penetrating,  fagacious,  and  totally  dif- 
interefted*  His  commiffion  was  dated  at  Vienna, 
in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1546,  and  he  ar- 
rived at  Panama  about  the  middle  of  July  in  the 
fame  year,  where  he  was  received  in  the  nioft  re- 
fpedlful  manner,  and  by  his  agreeable  and  judi- 
cious deportment  foon  procured  many  friends, 
among  whom  was  Hinojofa,  who  commanded 
the  fleet,  as  admiral  under  Pizarro  ;  but  by  agree- 
ment between  him  and  Gafca,  his  revolt  was  to 
be  kept  a  profound  fecret,  till  it  lhould  be 
known  in  what  manner  Pizarro  would  behave  to 
a  meffenger  whom  Gafca  lent  to  him,  with  a 
letter  from  the  emperor,  and  another  from  him- 
Yelf. 

Thefe  difpatches  were  carried  by  a  perfon 
.named  Paniagua,  whom  Pizarro  received  in  a 
very  refpedlful  manner,  laying  before  an  affem- 
bly  of  his  principal  officers  the  inftrudtions  he 
brought,  in  which  was  offered  a  general  amnefty 
to  all  who  would  acknowledge  the  president's 
authority  ;  and  proper  provifion  was  promifed 
to  be  made  for  Pizarro  and  his  family,  in  consi- 
deration of  their  fervices,  and  no  notice  was  to 
lie  taken  of  his  having  rebelled. 

Carvajal  declared  with  great  warmth  for  ac- 
cepting thefe  terms,  in  which  he  was  feconded 
by  all  moderate  people.  But  feveral  perfons 
who  were  of  a  reftlefs  and  turbulent  difpofition, 
prevailed  with  Pizarro  to  anfwer,  by  fending  a 
fhort  defence  of  his  conduct,  and  defiring  to  be 
confirmed  in  his  government  of  Peru,  to  which, 
as  heir  to  his  brother,  who  had  conquered  the 
country,  he  had  an  unqueftionable  right. 

Paniagua  had  fecret  inftrudtions  to  comply 
"wh  this  requeft,  in  cafe  he  found  Pizarro's 
party  very  ftrong  :  but  being  privately  vifited 
by  moil  of  the  principal  people,  who  affured 
him  that  they  would  join  the  royal  llandard  as 
foon  as  the  president  fhould  arrive  in  Peru  ;  Pa- 
niagua fuppreffed  thefe  orders,  as  he  faw  that  he 
might  fucceed  without  declaring  them :  but  he 
had  afterwards  reafon  to  repent  of  this  conduct, 
fince  many  Spaniards  loft  their  lives  by  his  fi- 
lence  in  this  particular. 

Pizarro  about  this  time  received  intelligence 
of  the  defection  of  Hinojofa,  and  feveral  other 
perfons,  in  whom  he  had  repofed  the  utmoft 
confidence :  but  he  had  ftill  greater  reafon  for 
uneafinefs,  on  hearing  that  the  two  perfons  whom 
he  had  fent  to  Spain,  with  a  vindication  of  his 
conduct,  had  ab  andoned  his  intereft. 

Not  long  after  this,  the  city  of  Cuzco  was  fur- 
prized  by  the  following  llratagem.  Centeno, 
an  officer  who  had  fought  with  dillinguifhed  bra- 
very, under  the  viceroy  Nunez,  after  whofe  de- 
feat he  fled  for  refuge  to  the  mountains,  once 
more  made  his  appearance  for  Pedro  de  la  Gaf- 
ca,  and  was  joined  by  about  eighty  horfemen, 


with  whom  he  determined  to  furprize  that  city, 
though  it  was  garrifoned  by  three  hundred  men* 
under  the  command  of  De  Robles,  a  perfon 
firmly  attached  to  the  intereft  of  Pizarro. 

For  this  purpofe,  as   foon  as  it  was  dark^  ha 
ordered  fome  Indians   to  drive  feveral  mules  and 
other  beads  of  burden,  with  a  great  noiie,  and 
matches  lighted  at  the   pommel  of  each  laddie, 
up  a  certain  ftreet,  which  alarmed  the  garrifon  ; 
the  foldiers  marched  out  to  that  quarter  where 
the  confufion  was  raifed,  while  Centeno  and  his 
people  entered  the  city  on  the  contrary  fide,  at- 
tacked them  in  the  rear,  and  threw  them  into 
fuch  diforder,  that  they  immediately  fled,  leav- 
ing him   in  pofleflion  of  the  place :  and  many  of 
them,  who  were  equally  enemies  both  to  Pizar- 
ro and  De   Robles,  returning  to  join  him,  on 
difcovering  the  true  fituation  of  affairs,  De  Ro-> 
bles  himlelf,  who  had  taken  refuge  in  a  convent, 
was  made   prifoner,  and  afterwards  behaving  in 
a  very  infolent   manner    to  Centeno,    the  latter 
gave  orders  that  he  fhould  be  beheaded* 

The  prefident  De  Gafca  was  by  this  time  ar-» 
rived  in  the  province  of  Quito,  where  he  pub* 
lilhed  a  general  amnefty,  and  a  repeal  of  the 
laws  which  had  been  fo  irkfome  to  the  people  ; 
fome  of  which,  under  Severe  penaties  forbad 
the  Indians  from  working  in  the  mines,  or  fiflving 
for  pearl.  Thus,  by  a  miilaken  policy,  pre- 
venting the  obtaining  that  treafure  which  made 
Peru  lo  valuable  an  acquifition  :  Others  ordain- 
ed, that  none  of  the  king's  officers  fhould,  on 
any  account,  keep  an  Indian  fervant,  fo  that 
many  of  thofe  poor  people,  who  had  fallen  into  the 
hands  of  humane  mailers,  deplored  their  way- 
ward fate  at  being  compelled  to  leave  them,  as 
if  they  had  been  torn  from  the  aims  of  their  pa- 
rents ;  and  others  of  thefe  laws  directed  that  the 
eftates  of  all  perfons  lhould,  at  their  death,  fall 
to  the  king,  who  was  impowered  to  allow  what 
he  thought  proper,  as  a  maintenance  for  their 
wives  and  children :  in  a  word,  the  general  te- 
nor of  thefe  laws,  which  were  forty-tour  in  num- 
ber, were  deftrudtive  of  the  true  intereft  of  that 
country. 

By  this  time  the  army  of  Centeno  was  increaf- 
ed  by  reinforcements  from  La  Plata,  Arequipa, 
and  other  places,  fo  as  to  amount  to  above  a. 
thoufand  men ;  and  as  the  prefident's  army  waa 
daily  increafing,  he  determined  to  march  to- 
wards Lima,  which  city  had  declared  in  his  fa- 
vour a  day  or  two  after  Pizarro  had  left  it,  who 
bent  his  courfe  towards  Arequipa.  But  the  lat-. 
ter  finding  that  things  went  every  where  againft 
him,  and  not  being  much  above  four  hundred 
ftrong,  though  he  had  been  joined  by  Acofta 
widi  fifty  horie,  he  turned  off  to  the  fouthward, 
propofing  to  have  eftablifhed  a  colony  on  the 
eaft  fide  of  the  mountains  of  Potofi,  the  filver 
mines  of  which  were  jult  then  difcovered  ;  and 
in  cafe  of  meeting  with  interruption  there,  he 
intended  to  travel  ftill  farther  fourh,  and  make  a 
fettlement  in  Chili. 

But  Centeno  blocking  up  his  paffage,  Pizarro 
after  having  tried  in  vain  to  bring  him  over  to 
his  fide  by  fair  means,  determined  to  attempt  to 
force  a  paflage  through  his  camp  :  for  which 
purpofe  Acofta  made  an  attack  in  the  night  ;  but 
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being  difcovered,  he  was  obliged  to  retire,  which 
he  did  without  any  lofs. 

Pizarro's  arm)'  did  not  amount  to  quite  five 
hundred  men,  while  Cenreno's  confilted  of  be- 
tween a  thoufand  and  twelve  hundred ;  and  on 
the  twentieth  of  October  1 547,  both  armies 
drew  up  in  fight  of  each  other,  when  the  want  of 
numbers  was  fupplied  by  the  courage  and  eondudt 
of  Carvajal,  who  gave  orders  that  his  people  lhould 
•  not  itir  from  the  poll:  in  which  he  had  fixed  them, 
but  referve  their  fire  till  the  enemy  were  c'ofe 
upon  them ;  he  alfo  armed  every  man  with  two 
muskets,  for  many  who  had  deferted,  had  left 
their  arms  behind  them  ;  and  his  orders  were  fo 
well  obeyed,  that  though  Pizarro's  horfe  were 
at  firlt  clofcly  preffed,  Centeno  was  at  length  to- 
talis routed. 

Centeno  had  been  carried  into  the  field  in  a 
litter  ;  but  the  proipett  of  a  defeat  driving  a 
way  all  thought  or  his  illnefs,  he  mounted  a 
horfe,  and  endeavoured  to  rally  his  people,  but 
in  vain,  for  they  paid  no  regard  to  his  remon- 
itrances,  fo  that  he  was  obliged  to  efcape  bo- 
wards  Lima,  by  the  moll  private  roads  pofii- 
ble. 

Numbers  of  the  Vanquiflud  party  having  now 
joined  Pizarro,  he  marched  to  take  poileffion 
of  Cuzco,  from  whence  detached  parties  were 
lent  out  to  fcour  the  country,  the  commanders 
of  which  were  guilty  of  many  acts  of  inhu- 
manity. 

This  defeat,  however,  did  not  greatly  affect 
the  prefident's  army,  which  daily  increafed,  Cen- 
teno hiving  come  up  with  him,  and  he  being 
likewife  joined  by  Kelancazar,  and  feveral  other 
good  officers,  among  whom  was  Pedro  de  Val- 
divia,  with  twelve  horfe. 

Valdivia  had  been  appointed  governor  of 
Chili,  but  finding  his  force  too  fmall  to  main- 
rain  him  in  his  poll,  he  had  taken  fnipping  at 
St.  Jago  lor  Lima,  with  a  confiderable  quantity 
of  treafure,  which  he  thought  to  have  expended 
in  the  railing  recruits  ;  but  finding  the  filiati- 
on ot  affairs  on  his  arrival  at  Lima,  he  inftanttly 
joined  the  prefident,  by  whom  he  was  received 
in  the  moll  refpectful  manner.  His  coming  was 
undoubtedly  ol  great  advantage,  as  he  was  one 
of  the  bell  foldiers  in  America,  and  poflefled  of 
fuch  courage  and  prudence,  as  rendered  him  a 
fit  match  for  Carvajal. 

By  the  help  of  thefe  reinforcements,  Gafca 
found  himfelf  at  the  head  of  fifteen  hundred  men, 
and  with  this  army  determined  to  march  in  fearcii 
of  Pizarro,  who  being  elated  with  his  late  iuc- 
cefs,  ralhly  refolved  to  meet  him. 

The  experienced  Carvajal  warmly  oppofed 
this  refolution;  alluring  him  that  fuch  a  Hep 
would  be  their  entire  ruin  :  obferving,  that  the 
prefident's  army  was  not  only  greatly  luperior  to 
his,  but  that  he  could  depend  on  the  fidelity  of 
his  men ;  whereas  Pizarro  had  the  greatelt  rea- 
fon  to  apprehend,  that  three  hundred  men,  who, 
after  the  laft  engagement,  had  deferted  from 
Centeno,  would,  on  the  leall  appearance  of  ad- 
vantage, return  to  their  old  mailer.  He  like- 
wife  made  it  evident  that  the  belt  llep  he  could 
take,  would  be  to  harrals   the  prefident's  army, 
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by  retiring  before  him  to  the  fouthward,  and 
carrying  off  all  the  provifions  in  every  place  as 
they  v.ent;  which  would  reduce  their  enemies 
to  the  utmoft  diltrefs ;  and  he  offered  to  conduct 
him  to  a  place,  out  of  which  it  would  be  impolE- 
blc  to  drive  him,  at  the  fame  that  he  could  awe 
the  whole  country  around  him,  and  llarve  his 
antagonilt; 

Put  Pizarro  was  deaf  tc  all  his  arguments,  and 
though  Carvajal  offered  to  prevent  the  enemy  from 
palfing  the  river  at  Apurimac,  with  only  two  hun- 
dred footj  and  fifty  horfe,  his  offer  was  flighted, 
and  the  command  conlerred  upon  Acolta,  who 
being  deficient  both  in  lorefight  and  diligence, 
allowed  the  enemy  to  feize  upon  the  pafs,  with- 
out the  leall  refiltance; 

There  was  a  fpring  of  frefli  water  on  a  hill 
near  Apurimac,  and  the  only  one  within  many 
miles  :  near  this  fpring  Carvajal  intended  to  have 
lain  in  ambulh ;  and  w  hen  the  foldiers,  after 
crolfing  the  river,  fliould  run  in  a  diforderly 
manner  to  drink,  which,  as  there  could  be  no 
fufpicion  of  an  enemy,  would  undoubtedly  have 
been  the  cafe,  he  intended  to  have  fallen  fud- 
denly  upon  them,  and  drove  them  back  to  the 
river  again,  when,  through  their  confulion 
and  diforder,  they  mult  have  been  completely 
routed* 

If  Pizarro  had  followed  the  advice  of  Car- 
vajal, there  is  no  doubt  but  he  would  have  frus- 
trated Gafca's  defigns,  2nd  retrieved  his  own 
affairs ;  but  being  deaf  to  all  advice,  and  every 
opportunity  of  diftreffing  the  prefident  being 
difregarded,  both  armies-  drew  up  on  the  ninth 
ol  April  1 548,  when  Carvajal,  obferving  the 
order  of  the  prefident's  forces,  was  heard  to 
fay,  "  Valdivia  mult  certainly  be  with  G.  fca ; 
"  for  no  other  man  in  Peru  could  difpofe  of  that 
"  army  in  fo  advantageous  a  manner." 

The  battle  was  loon  at  an  end,  Pizarro's 
people  deferring  in  large  bodies  to  the  enemy  ; 
Garcelailb  de  la  Vega,  father  to  the  hiftorian,, 
led  the  way,  and  was  lollowed  by  the  whole 
right  w'ing,  and  feveral  fquadrons  of  horfe ; 
while  Carvajal,  who  in  refentment  to  Pizarro's 
perverfenels,  refufed  all  command,  and  acted 
only  as  a  private  man,  began  to  fing  aloud  part 
of  an  old  ballad,  not  ill  adapted  to  the  occaiion, 
and  the  remainder  ot  the  men,  feeing  the mfelves 
thus  abandoned,  threw  down  their  arms,  and 
fled. 

Pizarro  being,  in  a  very  Ihort  fpace  of  time, 
left  with  only  a  few  officers,  turned  to  Acolta, 
and  coolly  faid,  "  Well,  brother  John,  what 
"  are  we  to  do  r"  Why  die  like  Romans,  an- 
fwered  he,  "  No  reply'd  Pizarro,  let  us  fall  like 
"  Chrillians." 

This  being  faid,  they  moved  on  towards  Gaf- 
ca's army,  where  Pizarro  lurrendered  himfelf  to 
Pedro  de  Villavincentio,  who  treated  him  with 
the  utmoft  politenefs,  refuting  to  take  his  fword 
and  dagger,  which  were  the  only  arms  he  had  : 
he  was  met  by  Centeno,  as  he  was  going  to  ap- 
pear before  the  prefident,  and  that  officer  ex- 
prefling  his  concern  for  his  fituarion,  he  replied 
with  great  chearfulnefs,  "  This  day  Centeno  has 
compleated    my  fall ;  to  morrow,  perhaps,  you 

vour- 
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yourfelves  will  have  reafon  to  lament  it."  Pi- 
zarro  behaved  before  Galea,  who  taxed  him  with 
having  rebelled  againft  the  emperor*  and  murder- 
ed Nunez,  with  the  utmolt  firmneis  ;  alledging 
that  he  had  not  affumed  the  government  till  it 
was  conferred  upon  him  by  the  judges,  though  it 
was  his,  in  right  of  the  commiffion  granted  by 
the  emperor  to  his  brother  and  his  heirs ;  that 
Nunez  had  been  killed  in  battle,  and  that  for  the 
reftoration  of  the  public  peace,  he  had  been  un- 
der the  necefiuy  ot  oppofing  him-. 

In  anfwer  to  the  president's  charge  of  his  want 
of  loyalty  to  the  emperor,  who  had  raifed  him 
from  a  very  ohfeure  lit  nation  ;  he  faid,  that  no 
pcribn  could  deny  that  his  family  owed  their 
elevation  entirely  to  their  own  perioral  valour  ; 
that  if  they  had  erred  in  their  conduct  which, 
however,  he  denied,  yet  he  thought  that  even 
then,  the  fervices  they  had  done  the  crown, 
ihould  be  allowed  to  plead  in  their  behalf.  He 
concluded,  with  bidding  the  governor  look  round 
him,  and  faid,  "  You  may  recolledt  that  this 
"  whole  country  was  annexed  to  the  throne 
"  of  Spain  by  the  Valour  of  my  brother ;  1  too 
"  contributed  to  it,  and  do  I,  who  have  been 
"  the  afnftant,  and  am  the  only  reprefentative 
"  of  that  brother,  ask  any  thing  unreafonable, 
"  when  I  infill:  on  being  nlade  its  governor.  I 
"  dare  not  tax  the  emperor  with  injuftice  ;  but 
"  I  cannot  help  laving,  that  if  he  faiv  my  fitua- 
"  tion,  and  was  allowed  to  do  it  with  impartial 
"  eyes,  inftead  of  configning  me  to  bondage, 
"  and  branding  me  with  the  name  of  rebel,  he 
"  would  give  me  a  {till  larger  reward,  than  that 
"  for  which  I  have  been  forced  to  contend." 

Gafca,  who  was  highly  difpleafed  with  his  de* 
fence,  ordered  him  back  into  the  cuitodv  of 
Centeno,  who  behaved  to  his  prifoner  with  a 
degree  of  refpedt  that  reflects  great  honour  on 
himfelft 

Not  long  after  this,  Gaf;a  held  a  council  of 
war,  in  which  Alonza  de  Alverado  and  Ghian- 
ca,  were  appointed  judges  to  determine  the  fate 
of  Pizarro,  and  his  followers,  as  it  was  refolved 
to  lole  no  time,  left  any  change  of  circumftances 
ihould  happen  in  their  favour. 

The  event  of  thefe  trials   was,  that  Pizarro, 


old  Carvajal,  Ac'ofta,  and  Guevara  were  con- 
victed, and  lentenced  to  be  hanged  ;  which  was 
immediately  executed  upon  them  all,  except 
Pizarro,  whole  fentence,  in  confideration  of  the 
noble  title  of  his  brother,  was  changed  to  de- 
collation, in  coniequene'e  of  which,  he  the  next 
day  fubmitred  his  neck  to  the  block,  and  died  in 
the  forty-fecond  year  of  his  age; 

Such  was  the  fate  of  Gonzalb  Pizarro,  which, 
whether  he  merited  or  not,  we  leave  to  the  de- 
termination of  the  reader;  After  this,  his 
houfe,  both  at  Cuzco  and  Lima,  were  razed 
to  the  ground,  and  the  places  on  which  they 
flood  fown  with  fait ;  a  marble  pillar  was  alfo 
erected,  on  which  his  crimes  were  inferibed,  and 
his  head,  together  with  that  of  Carvajal,  was  let  up 
in  the  market-place  of  Lima»  Several  of  his  offi- 
cers and  adherents  were  executed  in  other  places  ; 
after  which  the  prefident  proclaimed  a  general 
pardon,  and  retired  to  Cuzco,  where  he  remain- 
ed for  forne  time. 

The  prefident  began  to  hope,  by  the  fuppref- 
fion  of  the  rebels,  that  all  his  troubles  were  at 
an  end ;  but  in  this  he  was  miftaken :  for  he 
found  it  irnpoffibie  to  divide  the  lands  to  the  fa- 
tisfattion  of  the  people,  as  even  the  meaneft 
foldier  expected  fuch  pofieffions  as  would  ena- 
ble him  to  live  the  life  of  a  gentleman 

Gafca  being 
follicifations,  determined  to  efcape  from  them  at 
once,  wherefore  he  privately  withdrew  to  Lima, 
and  thence  made  the  beft  of  his  way  to  Panama, 
in  order  to  embark  for  Spain,  carrying  with  him 
near  two  millions  of  money  for  the  ufe  of  the 
emperor,  and  not  a  fingle  ducat  for  himfelf ;  an 
inltance  of  integrity  and  difintereftednefs  almolt 
unexampled  ! 

While  the  prefident  remained  at  Panama,  he 
was  near  looting  all  the  treafure  he  had  amaffed 
for  the  emperor,  by  an  infurrection,  which,  how- 
ever, by  his  valour  and  prudence,  was  happily 
fuppreffed ;  after  which  he  embarked  at  Nom- 
bre  de  Dios,  in  the  year  1550,  on  his  return  to 
Spain  ;  and  on  his  arrival ,  the  emperor  was  (o 
well  pleafed  with  his  conduct,  that  he  beftowed 
on  him  the  bilhoprick  of.  Siguenca,  a  populous 
city  in  Old  Caftile,  where  he  died  in  the  year  1 567. 
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The  dfcovery  of  the  country  by  Don  Pedro  Alvarez  de  Cabral ;  thefmall  advantages  expecJed 
from  Brazil,  when  flrft  vifited  by  the  Portuguefe ;  an  account  of  its  ancient  inhabitants* 
and  the  manner  in  which  the  Portuguefe  fettled  it ;  the  unfuccefsful  attempts  of  the  French, 
to  fettle  a  colony  in  Brazil ;  the  Dutch  make  themfelves  majlers  of  Brazil,  but  are  driven 
out  by  the  Spaniards  and  Portuguefe  ;  the  Dutch  tnakc  a  new  attempt,  fending  a  large 
feet  under  the  command  of  Admiral  Lank,  with  a  body  of  land  forces  commanded  by  general 
Wardenburg,  who  takes  the  city  of  Olinda,  and  all  the  coaft  to  the  fouth  j  Admiral  Lank 
takes  an  if  and  called  the  Sandy  Receif;  Admiral  Pater  being  fent from  Holland  with  a 
large  fleet,  the  Dutch  compel  the  Portuguefe  to  raife  the  fiege  of  Olinda,  and  this  Admiral 
with  Jix  pips,  engages  the  Portuguefe  fleet  confifling  of  fifty-four. 


IN  the  month  of  March  1500,  Don  Pedro  Al- 
varez de  Cabral,  a  man  of'  quality  and  great 
abilities,  failed  with  a  fleet  of  thirteen  veflels 
for  Soiala ;  from  whence  he  was  to  have  conti- 
nued his  voyage  to  the  coaft  of  Malabar  ;  but 
after  paffing  the  Cape  de  Verd  iflands,  he  flood 
fo  far  out  to  fea,  in  order  to  avoid  the  calms  fo 
common  on  the  coaft  of  Africa,  that  on  the 
twenty-fourth  of  .April,  he  fell  in  with  an  un- 
known coaft  on  the  weft  ;  and  as  the  fea  ran 
Very  high,  he  was  under  the  neceflity  of  failing 
along  that  coaft,  as  far  as  the  latitude  of -fifteen 
degrees  fouth,  where  he  found  a  good  harbour, 
to  which  he  gave  the  name  of  Porto  Seguro,  or 
the  fafe  port,  and  the  country  itfelf  he  named  the 
land  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  which  name  was  after- 
wards changed  for  that  of  Brazil,  on  account  of 
its  abounding  with  a  fort  of  wood  of  that  name, 
which  had  been  fo  called  in  Europe  near  three 
hundred  years  before  this  country  was  dilcc- 
vered. 

De  Cabral  having  fent  fome  perfons  on  fhore 
to  examine  this  new  land,  and  they  bringing 
word  rdyic  it  wr.s  well  watered,    fertile,    full   of 


fruit-trees,  and  inhabited  by  a  peaceable  and  gen- 
tle people,  he  determined  to  land  his  men  here  in 
order  to  refrefti  them. 

Hereupon  he  landed,  and  found  every  thing 
correfpond  with  the  reports  of  his  people,  and 
that  the  natives  were  fo  far  from  offering  anv  infult 
to  the  Portuguefe,  that  they  received   them  with 
a  degree  of  kindnefs  far  beyond  their  expecta- 
tions.    De  Cabral  having  with  him  fome  con- 
demned  criminals,    whole  fentence  the  king  of 
Portugal  had  changed  to  that  of  tranfportation, 
he  left  two  of  them  in  the  country,  to  learn  the 
language,  to  make  farther  difcoveries,  and  to  ob- 
tain all  poffible  knowledge  of  the  place  and  its  in- 
habitants :    but   believing,    from   a  view  of  the 
country,  that  the   diicovcry  he  had  made  was  a 
very  valuable  one,  he  determined  to  loofc  no  time 
in  acquainting  the  king  his  mafter  with  it,  and 
therefore  immediately  fent  back  one  of  his  veflels 
to  Liibon,  with   fome  perfons  en  board,  whole 
fidelity  he  could  rely  upon,  and  one  of  the  natives 
of  this  new  difcovered  country,  to  be  inii.ru  tted  in 
the  Portuguefe  language. 

De  Cabral  alio  let  up  ,  asamonu- 

meai: 
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mcnt  of  his  having  been  there,  ancl  of  his  having 
taken  poflefiion  of  the  countrv  in  the  name  and  tor 
tire  uie  of  the  kins;  of  Portugal  ;  and  this  was  the 
more  neceflarv,  on  account  of  the  difputes  then 
fubfifting  between  the  Spaniards  and  Portuguefe, 
reipedting  their  difcoveries. 

It  was  in  confequence  of  this  advice,  that  the 
king  of  Portugal  fent  feveral  perfoiis  to  make 
difcoveries  on  thefe  coafts,  who  very  foon  found 
that  this  was  part  of  the  continent  of  America, 
which  had  been  fo  lately  difcovered  by  Colum- 
bus ;  whereupon  great  difputes  arofe  between 
the  two  crowns,  reflecting  the  extent  and  boun- 
daries of  the  countrv  difcovered  by  the  Portu- 
guefe. But  at  length  it  was  agreed,  that  the  king 
of  Portugal  mould  poffefs  all  that  tradV.  ot  land 
from  the  river  Maranon,  to  the  river  of 
Plate. 

.It  cannot  be  fuppofed,  that  the  firft  difcover- 
ers  could  form  any  adequate  ideas  of  the  import- 
ance of  this  countrv.  They  found  indeed  that  it 
was  fertile,  pleafant,  and  well  fitu»ted  ;  extreme- 
ly well  adapted  to  fupply  the  neceilaries  of  life  : 
but  they  knew  not  that  it  abounded  in  gold  and 
iilver. 

Fof  thefe  reafons,  tho'  the  miniitry  did  not  or- 
der it  to  be  deferred,  they  only  lent  thither  from 
time  to  time,  fiich  perfons  as  became  obnoxious 
to  the  laws  of  their  own  country,  which  produced 
two  very  bad  effedts ;  for  it  not  only  corrupted  the 
poor  Indians,  but  difcredited  the  colony  in  the 
eyes  of  the  Portuguefe  nation. 

The  country  of  Brazil  may  be  reckoned  two 
thoufarid  miles  from  eaft  to  weft,  and  two  thoufand 
four  hundred  from  north  to  fouth,  tho'  even  to  this 
day  the  Portuguefe  have  hardly  penetrated  five 
hundred  miles  in  anv  part  of  it. 

The  northern  parts  of  the  country,  which  lie 
near  the  equator,  are  fubjedt  to  great  rains  and  va- 
riable winds,  more  efpecially  about  the  months  of 
March  and  September,  when  they  are  frequently 
dilturbed  bv  moft  dreadful  hurricanes  and  tem- 
pefts,  which  laying  the  country  under  water,  render 
it  very  unwholfcme. 

In  the  middle  part  of  Brazil,  from  the  lati- 
tude of  five  degrees  fouth,  to  the  tropic,  it  is  re- 
markable that  the  winds  and  feafons  are  the  re- 
verfe  of  thofe  in  other  parts  of  the  world  within 
the  fame  latitudes  ;  for  whereas  in  them  a  dry 
feafon  comes  on  when  the  fun  goes  northward, 
and  the  wet  feafon  begins  when  die  fun  returns 
to  the  fouthward  :  here  the  wet  feafon  begins 
in  April,  when  the  fouth  eaft  winds  fet  in  with 
violent  tornadoes,  thunder  and  lightning  ;  and 
in  September,  when  the  wind  Ihifts  to  the  north 
eaft,  it  brings  with  it  a  clear  fky,  and  fair  wea- 
ther ;  and  this  is  the  time  of  tiieir  fugaf  har- 
veft. 

Their  is  no  country  between  the  tropics, 
where  the  heats  are  more  tolerable,  or  the  air 
more  healthful  than  this,  as  it  is  conftantly  re- 
frelhed  by  breezes  from  the  lea,  and  abounds 
with  lakes  and  rivers  which  annually  overflow 
their  banks :  and  in  the  inland  parts  of  the  coun- 
trv', the  winds  that  blow  from  the  mountains 
are  even  cooler  than  thole  which  come  from  the 
•fea. 

That  part  of  Brazil  which  ftill  lies  more  to 


the  fouth  is  one  of  the  fineft  countries  in  tha 
world,  in  every  refpeel  :  but  the  Portuguefe  do- 
minions are  but  narrow  in  this  p^rt,  being  bound- 
ed by  the  Span'rfh  territories  on  the  river  of  Plate. 

The  native  Brazilians  differed  very  little  in  fu- 
ture or  complexion  from  the  Portuguefe  ;  but 
tliey  greatly  exceed  them  in  the  ftrength,  robuft- 
nefs  and  vigour  of  their  bodies.  Some  of  them  liv- 
ed on  plains,  fame  in  village*,  and  others  moved 
from  place  to  place  according  to  their  fancies. 
Their  villages  coniifled  only  of  three  or  four  large 
houfes,  not  unlike  our  barns,  in  tvhich  a  whole 
family  or  tribe  lived  together,  under  the  authority 
of  the  eldeft  parent. 

They  pradtifed  fowling  and  flfliing  for  their 
fubfiftence,  and  made  tip  the  reft  of  their  diet  with 
the  fruits  of  the  earth  :  fo  that  though  they  had 
not  any  luxurious  plenty,  yet  in  fo  fertile  a  coun- 
try, they  could  not  fufier  any  great  degree  ot* 
want ;  notwithftanding  which  they  were  continu- 
ally at  war  with  each  other  ;  a  circumftance  which 
the  old  writers  attribute  to  their  defire  of  teeding 
on  the  fiefh  of  fuch  perfons  as  they  might  take. 
But  this  later  authors  have  looked  upon  as  a 
calumny,  elpecially  as  none  of  the  modern  tra- 
vellers have  obferved  any  fign  of  their  being  canni- 
bals. 

The  Dutch  and  Portuguefe  writers  give  the 
name  ofTapuyers  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  north, 
part  of  Brazil :  and  thofe  who  dwell  in  the  fcuth, 
by  the  name  of  Tupinambies,  or  Tupinamboys  : 
and  divide  thefe  again  into  feveral  petty  nations, 
differing  in  their  language,  but  pretty  much  the 
fame  in  their  manners  and  cuftoms. 

The  Tapuyers  are  a  people  of  good  ftature,  of 
a  dark  copper  colour,  with  black  hair  which  hangs 
over  their  ihoulders ;  but  they  fufier  no  hair  to 
grow  on  their  bodies  or  faces,  and  go  almoft 
naked,  the  men  inclofing  their  nudities  in  a  kind 
of  cafe,  and  the  women  covering  their  middle 
with  leaves  :  the  men  have  alfo  a  cap  of  feathers, 
but  the  womens  heads  are  uncovered.  Their  or- 
naments are  glittering  ftones  fattened  to  their  lips 
or  noftrils ;  and  feathers  hung  upon  their  arms. 
Some  of  them  paint  their  bodies  of  feveral  dif- 
ferent colours  ;  and  others,  rubbing  their  fkins 
with  gums,  ftick  on  beautiful  feathers,  which 
make  "them  look  more  like  fowls  than  human  crea- 
tures at  a  diftance. 

The  Tupinambies  refemble  the  Africans  in  their 
flat  nofes,  which  are  not  natural,  but  being  com- 
preffed  in  their  infancy,  take  that  form,  a  flat  nofe 
being  aflential  to  beauty  :  they  have  black  curled 
hair  on  their  heads,  but  fufier  none  to  grow  on 
their  faces  or  bodies,  and  paint  themfelves  like  the 
northern  Brazilians. 

The  common  food  of  the  Brazilians  is  the 
cafiavi  or  mandioka  root,  dried  to  powder,  of 
which  they  make  cakes  refembling  our  fea  bif- 
cuits.  They  carry  this  flour  with  them  on  their 
journies,  which  being  infufed  in  water,  ferves 
them  as  meat  and  drink.  They  alio  feed  on 
other  roots,  herbs  and  fruits,  venifon  and  fifh, 
eating  a  great  deal  of  pepper  with  all  their  food. 
Their  moft  ufual  liquor  is  fpring  water,  of  which 
the)'  are  laid  to  have  the  beft  and  the  greatefc 
variety  in  the  world  ;  but  they  have  other  kinds 
of  liquors,    of  confidcrable   ftrength,    made  of 
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their  fruits  prefTed   and  infufed,    or   of  honey, 
with  which  they  will  fometimes  get  immoderately 

drunk. 

They  underftood  fpinning,  weaving,  and  mak- 
ing bows  and  arrows,  lances  and  darts,  before  the 
arrival  of  the  Portuguefe  ;  they  alfo  built  houfes, 
the  architecture  of  which  was  but  very  mean  :  and 
they  had  fome  knowledge  of  the  virtues  of  feveral 
drugs  and  herbs,  which  they  adminiflered  to  the 
iick.  But  a  certain  writer  relates,  that  when  they 
defpaired  of  their  recovery,  the  relations  ufed  to 
agree  to  knock  the  lick  perfon  on  the  head,which 
they  thought  preferable  to  a  lingering  illnefs  :  but 
we  give  not  this  as  a  fact. 

Fifhing,  fowling,  and  hunting,  were  rather  their 
bufinefs  than  amufement,  being  abfolutely  necef- 
fary  for  the  fupport  of  their  families,  in  a  country 
where  they  had  no  tame  cattle  or  corn  :  their  di- 
verfions  confiiled  of  di  inking,  finging,  and  danc- 
ing, which  they  practifed  on  their  rejoicing  days, 
for  a  victory,  or  on  the  birth  day  of  their  children. 
They  are  great  fmoakers,  and  ufe  the  ilrongeit  to- 
bacco ;  their  pipes  are  a  hollow  reed  or  cane,  and 
the  bowl  is  the  fhell  of  a  large  nut,  which  holds  al- 
moft  a  handful  of  tobacco. 

They  are  of  an  ingenious  and  tractible  difpofi- 
tion,  ready  to  learn  any  thing  that  the  Portu- 
guefe will  teach  them  ;  and  they  elteem  it  as  a 
Angular  favour  if  the  prielts  will  inllru<ft  their 
children,  which  has  given  the  jefuits  an  oppor- 
tunity of  making  great  numbers  of  converts  ;  and 
thofe  who  live  under  the  Portuguefe  ulually  com- 
ply with  their  cultoms  with  regard  to  cloathing 
and  food. 

Such  were  and  fuch  are  the  natives  of  this  coun- 
try ;  little  difpofed  to  labour,  becaufe  untainted 
with  avarice  :  their  defires  are  but  few,  and  thofe 
eafily  gratified  ;  but  their  thirft  of  revenge  is  juftly 
attributed  to  them  as  a  vice. 

Let  us  now  return  to  our  hiftory,  and  trace  the 
Heps  by  which  the  Portuguefe  fettlements  in 
Brazil  became  fo  conliderable  as  we  now  find  them. 
To  facilitate  the  new  elfablifhrnents,  the  crown 
had  recourfe  to  the  making  very  extenfive  grants, 
to  fuch  as  had  either  an  inclination  to  fettle  there, 
or  a  power  of  fending  others.  Upon  this  plan  it 
was  that  fome  of  the  chief  nobility  had  lands  al- 
lotted them,  equal  in  extent  to  Portugal  itfelf. 
This  was  at  firlt  attended  with  little  inconve- 
nience, fmce  the  king  might  eafily  give  away 
what  coll  him  nothing,  and  was  to  be  improv- 
ed, and  rendered  valuable,  at  the  expence  of  o- 
thers. 

This  method  was  extreamly  proper  at  that 
time,  as  the  Eaft-Indies  then  took  up  the  whole 
attention  of  the  minifters  and  the  nobility,  many 
of  whom  found  means  to  repair  their  Shattered 
fortunes  by  obtaining  governments  in  that  part 
of  the  world,  by  which  they  foon  acquired  large 
eftates  ;  while  thofe,  on  the  contrary,  who  were 
willing  to  try  their  fortunes  in  this  new  colony, 
found  many  obitacles  in  their  way,  among  which 
the  defperate  refolution  of  the  natives  not  to  bear 
the  yoke  of  ilavery,  was  none  of  the  leaf!  confide- 
rable. 

But  the  fertility  of  the  country  made  fome  a- 
mends  for  thele  inconveniencies,  and  drew  great 
numbers  of  people  from  other  parts  of  America 
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to  fettle  there,  where  they  erected  through  mere' 
neceffity,  a  new  kind  of  government,  in  which 
every  mafter  of  a  family  was  both  a  planter  and  a 
foldier. 

In  the  former  of  thefe  capacities,  he  laid  out  as 
much  land  as  himfelf  and  his  family  could  culti- 
vate, and  in  the  latter,  performed  regularly  his  mi- 
litary exercifes,  to  enable  him  to  defend  his  pro* 
perty  :  and  hence  it  was  that  every  diftridt  obtain- 
ed the  name  of  captainlhip,  which  name  they  itill 
retain,  tho'  the  llate  of  affairs  is  totally  changed  : 
the  Portuguefe  inhabitants  of  Brazil  being  at  this 
time,  the  moll  luxurious  and  effeminate  people  in 
the  world. 

But  in  thofe  early  days,  when  honefly  and  hard 
labour  were  the  only  means  of  thriving,  the  colo- 
ny grew  apace,  and  in  the  fpace  of  fifty  years, 
fpread  over  a  large  traCt  of  country,  and  erected 
abundance  of  good  towns,  among  which  the 
chief  were  Tamacara,  Fernambuca,  Ilheos,  Por- 
to Seguro,  and  St.  Vincent,  each  of  which  had  a 
populous  and  well  cultivated  territory  around 
it. 

The  attention  of  the  court  was  foon  awakened 
by  the  flourishing  llate  of  Brazil,  and  the  grant9 
made  by  the  crown  having  turned  out  extremely 
profitable,  John  III,  king  of  Portugal,  in  the  vear 
1549,  ungeneroufiy  revoked  thofe  made  by  his 
predeceflbrs  to  the  original  proprietors. 

The  fame  year  he  lent  over  Thomas  de  Soufa, 
with  the  title  of  governor-general  of  Brazil ;  who 
fetting  fail  with  a  fleet  of  fix  men  of  war,  carried 
with  him  a  great  number  of  officers,  both  civil  and 
military,  a  confiderable  body  of  lbldiers,  and  fix 
fathers  of  the  new  order  of  Jefuits,  to  attempt  the 
converfion  of  the  Indians.  He  was  veiled  with 
an  entire  new  plan  of  power,  adjufted  according  to 
the  views  of  the  court ;  was  ordered  to  build  a 
new  town  in  the  bay  of  All-faints,  and  to  take  the 
necefiary  meafures  for  fecuring  the  colony  againft 
its  enemies. 

Pie  arrived  in  the  month  of  April,  and  foon  be- 
gan to  execute  his  orders,  making  war  upon  the 
Brazilians,  building  the  town  of  St.  Salvador,  and 
monalleries  for  the  jefuits. 

What  this  governor  could  not  finilh,  his  fucceC 
for,  Edward  Acoila  faw  compleared  ;  fo  that  in 
his  time  the  number  of  towns  as  well  as  inhabitants 
wasdoubled  :  he  ilrengthenedthe  towns,  by  railing 
better  fortifications,  a  llep  that  became  necelTary, 
becaufe  other  nations  began  to  think  of  fettling  in 
America,  and  fharing  with  the  Spaniards  and 
Portuguefe  the  advantages  arifing  from  the  colo- 
nies. 

Acoila  demolilhed  the  old  fortifications,  which 
were  of  earth,  raifed  new  ones  of  brick  and  llone, 
and  furnifhed  them  with  artillery.  Nor  was  it 
long  before  the  expediency  of  this  new  method, 
of  fortifying  was  jullified  by  experience,  as  the 
French  made  more  than  one  bold  attempt  to  dil- 
turb  the  Portuguefe  in  the  polleflionof  this  country. 

In  the  reign  of  Henry  II  of  France,  the  affairs 
of  that  kingdom  were  in  great  contufion,  the  dif- 
putes  between  the  Catholics  and  Calviniits  being 
carried  to  the  utmoll  height,  which  made  numbe:  s 
of  people  -defirous  of  leaving  their  native  foil,  10 
feek  an  eafier  and  more  contented  Hate  in  diitant 
countries. 

Among 
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Among  thefe  was  Nicholas  Distant,  Lord  of 
Villegagnon,  and  knight  of  Malta,  who  having 
ferved  at  feawith  great  reputation,  was  made  vice- 
admiral  of  Britany,  Though  this  poft  was  ra- 
ther honourable  than  lucrative,  it  created  him  fo 
many  enemies,  and  he  was  fo  ill-treated  at 
Nantes,  that  he  refolved  to  leave  the  kingdom, 
and  carry  a  colony  into  fome  diftant  part  ot  the 
world  :  and  having  received  fome  tolerable  ac- 
counts of  Brazil,  he  drew  up  a  fcheme  for  fixing 
a  fettlement  in  that  country,  which  he  prefented 
to  Gafpar  de  Coiigny,  admiral  of  France,  re- 
quelling  his  affiftance  towards  fitting  out  a  fqua- 
dron. 

De  Coiigny  was  a  man  of  great  virtues  and 
abilities,  and  being  zealoully  attached  to  the  pro- 
teftant  religion,  readily  promifed  him  all  the  en- 
couragement in  his  power,  with  a  view  of  fettling 
a  proteftant  colony,  that  rf  it  mould  thereafter 
happen,  that  the  affairs  of  his  friends  fhould  be 
totally  ruined  in  France,  they  might  have  a 
quiet  retreat,  out  of  the  reach  of  their  ene- 
mies. 

The  admiral  therefore  reprefented  the  affair 
in  fuch  a  light  to  the  king,  that  he  obtained  per- 
miffion  to  fit  out  three  large  veffels,  which  hav- 
ing taken  a  fufficient  number  of  adventurers  on 
board,  failed  from  Havre  de  Grace  in  the  month 
of  May  1 55  ^,  and  arrived  at  Brazil  in  Novem- 
ber following,  after  a  troublefome  and  danger- 
ous voyage. 

At  firft  thev  landed  upon  a  rock,  which  they 
found  uninhabitable  ;  but  marching  farther  with- 
in land,  they  fixed  upon  a  very  commodious 
fpot  of  ground,  almoft  under  the  tropic  of  Ca- 
pricorn, where  they  built  a  convenient  fortrefs, 
to  fecure  themfelvea  both  againft  the  Portuguefe 
and  the  natives,  and  gave  it  the  name  of  Fort 
Colietty. 

When  they  were  fixed,  the  Sieur  De  Villegag- 
non wrote  the  admiral  a  full  account  of  his  pro- 
ceeding and  fituation  ;  he  defcribed  the  county 
and  us  inhabitants  ;  laid  it  would  be  no  difficult 
matter  to  maintain  themfelves  there,  and  make  it 
both  a  ufcful  and  a  thriving  colony ;  but  re- 
marked that  fuch  as  were  fent  over  to  him  muft 
not  expect  the  delicacies  of  Europe ;  that  they 
had  no  other  bread  but  what  was  made  of  a 
certain  root  ground  to  powder,  no  wine,  much 
fiih,  and  fome  venifon  ;  and  that  people  who 
could  content  themfelves  with  fuch  provifions, 
would  find  a  feeure  retreat  at  his  fort  in  Brazil. 

The  admiral  on  receipt  of  this  letter,  com- 
municated it  to  the  famous  John  Calvin  of  Ge- 
neva, who  prevailed  on  a  dozen  zealous  pro- 
teftants  of  that  citv,  to  engage  in  the  defign  of 
improving  this  new  fettlement.  One  Du  Pont, 
a  perfon  of  character  and  good  fenfe,  undertook 
the  conducting  this  affair,  in  conjunction  with 
two  minifters,  Peter  Richer,  who  had  formerly 
been  a  carmelite,  and  William  Chartier  ;  both 
of  them  good  men,  but  great  zealots. 

Thefe  fet  out  together  from  Geneva  in  the 
month  of  September  1556,  and  went  to  Chatil- 
lon,  where  they  were  kindly  received  by  the  ad- 
miral, and  by  his  affiftance,  joined  to  their  own 
interelt,  they  loon  collected  three  hundred  men, 


who  embarked  at  Houfieur   on  board  three  fhips 
about  the  middle  of  November  following. 

They  arrived  at  fort  Coiigny  on  the  feventh  of 
March  1557,  and  were  received  with  great  joy 
and  fatisfaclion  ;  but  it  was  not  long  that  things 
continued  in  this  ftate,  for  the  Sieur  de  Ville- 
gagnon and  the  minifter  Richer  fell  out  about 
religion,  and  their  difputes  role  to  fuch  a  height 
that  he  drove  Richer  and  all  his  adherents  out 
of  the  colony  ;  upon  which  they  failed  up  the 
Pdo  Janeiro,  and  eftabliffied  themfelves  upon 
the  continent,  where  they  remained  about  eight 
months,  and  then,  being  weary  of  the  country 
returned  to  France,  where  they  did  not  fail  to 
reprefent  the  Sieur  de  Villegagnon  in  the  black- 
eft  colours,  as  an  apellate  and  hypocrite  : 
whereupon  the  Admiral,  who  had  no  other  view 
than  ferving  the  proteftant  caufe  by  this,  efta- 
bliihment,  finding  that  end  was  not  likely  to  be 
anfwered,  determined  to  give  himfelf  no  farther 
concern  about  it. 

The  Sieur  de  Villegagnon,  finding  himfelf 
thus  abandoned,  loft  all  patience,  and  taking 
the  beft  methods  he  was  able  for  the  protection 
of  the  colony  in  his  abfence  he  returned  to 
France,  where  he  publiihed  an  apology  for  his 
own  conduct,  in  which  he  painted  the  minifters 
in  as  bad  a  light  as  they  had  placed  him  ;  but 
finding  no  good  confequences  arofe  from  this 
proceeding  he  retired  to  a  commandery  of  his 
own  order,  and  fpent  the  reft  of  his  days  in  writ- 
ing againft  the  proteftants. 

The  Portuguefe,  in  the  mean  time,  fiezed 
this  opportuity  to  rid  themfelves  of  their  new 
neighbours,  and  the  very  next  year,  Emanuel 
Sa,  then  governor  of  Brazil,  cut  off  the  French 
that  were  left  behind,  and  deftroyed  their  fort. 

The  French,  during  the  fhort  time  they  were 
poffeffed  of  this  fettlement,  made  a  greater  pro- 
grefs  in  trade,  and  eftablifhed  a  better  corre- 
lpondence  with  the  natives,  than  the  Portuguefe 
had  been  able  to  do  in  about  fifty  years :  but 
this  was  owing  to  the  following  accident :  a  fhip- 
from  Normandy  having  been  loft  upon  that  coaft 
about  twenty  years  before,  fome  of  the  men  got  on 
ihore,  and  being  well  received  by  the  natives, 
married  among  them,  complied  with  all  their 
cuftoms,  and  having  learnt  their  language  with- 
out forgetting  their  own,  did  the  colony  great 
fervice  in  quality  of  interpreters. 

After  this  the  Portuguefe  continued  to  enjoy 
their  fettlements  quietly  for  a  confiderable  time  ; 
till  at  length  a  P'rench  captain  named  Rifiaut, 
who  had  been  cruizing  on  the  Spaniards,  hap- 
pened to  touch  at  the  ifland  of  Marignan,  on  the 
coaft  of  Brazil,  and  contracted  fo  great  an  inti- 
macy with  the  Indian  chief  of  the  iiland,  that  he 
invited  him  to  bring  a  fufficient  number  of  his 
countrymen,  to  fix  a  fettlement  there,  which 
he  allured  him  would  turn  out  to  good  account, 
and  that  he  would  aflift  him  to  the  utmoft  of  his 
power. 

The  French  captain  readily  embraced  this 
offer,  and  returning  to  France,  he,  in  the  year 
1549,  found  means  to  fit  out  three  fhips,  lo  ef- 
fectually, that  there  was  juft  grounds  to  hope 
for  extraordinary  fuccefs  from  the  expedition  ; 
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but  before  he  could  reach  the  intended  iflahd,  his 
men  mutinied  feveral  times  ;  and  on  his  arrival 
on  the  coaftof  it,  either  by  accident,  or  by  quar- 
rels among  his  people,  the  largelt  of  the  three 
ihips  ran  afhore  and  was  loft,  which  obliged  him 
to  return  to  France  ;  but  feme  few  of  his  peo- 
ple, and  among  them  M.  de  Vaux,  chofe  to  re- 
main with  the  natives,  who  gladly  accepted  their 
company. 

De  Vaux,  who  was  a  young  gentlemen  of  a  lively 
and  active  difpofition,  liked  the  climate,  and  re- 
mained there  Ibme  time  with  great  fatisfaction  ; 
during  which  his  behaviour  was  fo  engaging,  and 
he  proved  fo  ulefol  to  the  Brazilians  in  many  re- 
fpects,  that  they  made  the  fame  propofals  to  him, 
as  the  Indian  chief  had  heretofore  done  to  captain 
RifFaut ;  in  confequence  of  which  he  began  to  think 
ferioully  on  the  fubjecl ;  and  at  length  determin- 
ed to  return  to  France,  in  order  to  bring  about 
what  the  Indians  fo  earnetlly  defired. 

On  his  arrival  in  France  he  applied  himfelf  to 
king  Henry  the  fourth,  and  endeavoured  to  per- 
fuade  him  that  vaft  advantages  would  arife  from 
fuch  an  eftabliflunent ;  whereupon  that  monarch, 
who  had  the  welfare  of  his  fubjects  much  at 
heart,  but  was  unwilling  to  rifk  much  on  the 
opinion  of  a  young  adventurer,  gave  orders  for 
afmall  velTel  to  be  equipped,  and  the  command  of 
which  he  gave  to  M.  la  Rivardier,  who  took 
M.  de  Vaux  with  him  in  the  lpring  of  the  year 
1604. 

Rivardier  having  remained  fix  months  at  Bra- 
2il,  and  informed  himfelf  of  all  things  ne- 
cefTary,  returned  back  to  France,  from  whence 
he  made  feveral  other  voyages  to  Brazil,  before 
the  government  could  come  to  any  refolution  re- 
flecting the  fettling  of  a  colony. 

At  lengch,  however,  the  thing  was  refolved 
upon,  and  preparations  were  actually  making 
For  fending  a  ftrong  fquadron  thither,  when  a 
flop  was  put  to  them  by  the  murder  of  Henry 
the  fourth.  But  M.  Puvardier  was  fo  fond  of 
the  place,  and  fo  firmly  perfuaded  that  fettle- 
ment  there  would  turn  to  immediate  advantage, 
that  he  embarked  his  whole  private  fortune,  and 
engaged  feveral  of  his  friends  to  do  the  like  ;  fo 
that  he  was  enabled  to  equip  three  ftout  veflels, 
and  to  engage  about  three  hundred  men  to  go  to 
Brazil. 

Having  obtained  the  neceflary  powers  from  the 
queen  regent,  he  embarked  at  Cancale  on  the 
coaft  of  Britany,  on  the  nineteenth  of  March 
1 6 1 2,  and  arrived  at  the  ifiand  of  Maragnan  in 
the  month  of  July  following. 

He  there  began  to  erect  a  fortrefs,  on  the 
fummit  of  a  hill,  near  the  befl  port  in  the  illand, 
between  two  fine  rivers,  which  wafhed  both  fides 
of  the  mount,  and  ran  from  thence  into  the  fea. 
He  mounted  twenty  two  pieces  of  cannon  on 
the  baftions  of  this  fort ;  and  for  two  years  every 
filing  went  on  fuccefsfully  ;  at  the  end  of  which 
time,  Don  Jerom  Albuquerque,  the  Portu- 
guefe  governor  of  Brazil,  fent  a  ftrong  fquadron, 
which  foon  compelled  them  to  furrender,  and 
agreeable  to  his  orders,  the  place  was  immedi- 
ately demolifhed,  and  from  that  time  the  French 
gave  up  all  thoughts  of  attempting  a  fettlement 
in  that  country. 


The  crown  of  Portugal  devolving  on  the  head 
of  Philip  the  fecond  king  of  Spain,  in  the  year 
1581,  he  thereby  became  poiieflbr  of  Brazil, 
which  he  left  to  his  fucceflbrs,  together  with  the 
war  againft  the  inhabitants  of  the  feven  United 
Provincesj  who  had  formed  themfelves  into  a 
republic,  and  fhaken  off'  their  dependance  on  the 
crown  of  Spain. 

The  progrefs  of  this  new  republic  was  fo  ra- 
pid, that  after  forming  an  Eaft-India  company* 
which  brought  prodigious  advantage  to  its  pro- 
prietors in  a  very  fhort  fpace  of  time,  they,  ia 
1624,  fet  up  a  Weft-India  company  likewife, 
which  proved  fatal  to  the  Portuguefe  from  its  firft 
inflitution. 

The  Dutch,  being  well  apprized  of  the  ftate 
of  Brazil,  and  the  fmall  refiftance  they  were  like- 
ly to  meet  with  in  many  parts  of  a  country,  the 
coafts  of  which  extended  twelve  hundred  leagues, 
fitted  out  a  fquadron,  under  the  command  of 
James  Willikens,  which  entering  the  bay  of 
All  Saints,  fo  frightened  the  Portuguefe,  that 
they  immediately  took  every  method  of  fecur- 
ing  and  carrying  oft"  their  effects,  inftead  of  pro-1 
vidins;  for  their  defence. 

The  Dutch,  taking  advantage  of  the  confter- 
nation  into  which  the  enemy  were  thrown, 
immediately  landed,  and  with  little  diffi- 
culty made  themfelves  mailers  of  St.  Sal- 
vador, the  capita)  of  Brazil.  The  Portuguefe 
governor,  Don  Diego  de  Mendoza,  had  neither 
courage  to  defend  the  place,  nor  prudence  to  with- 
draw himfelf  in  time;  but  the  archbiihop  Michael 
Texeira,  an  old  man  having  fummoned  all  the 
clergy  and  monks  about  him,  reprefented  the 
neceffity  there  was  of  laying  aiide  their  clerical 
capacity  at  fuch  a  juncture,  and  prevailed  xipon 
them  to  take  up  arms  ;  and  though  deferted  by 
the  governor,  foldiers,  and  inhabitants,  they  for 
fome  time  made  a  gallant  defence,  and  at  length 
effected  a  good  retreat  to  a  neighbouring  town  ; 
where,  after  acting  the  part  of  foldiers  fo  well, 
they  turned  pioneers,  and  under  the  conduct  of 
the  archbiihop,  fortified  the  place,  and  gave  the 
enemy  as  much  trouble,  as  could  have  been  ex- 
pected from  the  moll  regular  troops. 

The  Dutch,  by  the  taking  this  town,  not 
only  poflefled  themfelves  of  an  immenfe  booty, 
but  became  mafters  of  the  largeft  and  beft  peo- 
pled diftrict  in  the  whole  country,  and  feemed  to 
be  in  a  fair  way  of  making  a  complete  conqucft 
of  the  whole  colony  in  a  ihort  time  ;  which  it  is 
highly  probable  they  would  have  done,  if  it  had 
not  been  for  the  heroic  archbiihop,  who  took 
upon  himfelf  the  tide  of  Captain  General,  an 
office  which  he  faid  came  to  him  from  heaven  in 
the  legible  characters  of  public  neceility. 

As  foon  as  the  news  of  this  misfortune  reached 
Portugal,  it  threw  the  whole  kingdom  into  confu- 
fion,  which  was  fo  much  the  greater,  becauic  moil 
of  the  grandees  of  Portugal  fufpected  that  the 
Spanifh  miniftry  were  highly  pleated  at  an  event 
which  would  leffen  the  wealth  and  power  of  their 
families,  and  abate  fomething  of  that  high  fpi- 
rit  they  had  fhewn,  ever  fince  they  fell  under 
the  dominion  of  the  Spanifh  monarchs :  and 
this  indeed  was  not  improbable,  fince  at  that 
time,  the  Portuguefe  nobility,  had  the  greateft 
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part  of  their -eftates  in  Brazil. 

But  king  Philip  the  fourth,  in  whofe  reign 
this  happened,  fliewed  himfelf  as  much  con- 
cerned at  the  event,  as  any  Portuguefe  prince 
could  have  been.  He  difpatched  immediate  or- 
ders to  Portugal,  for  the  equipping  a  fleet  for 
the  recovery  of  Sr.  Salvador,  and  wrote  a  ktter 
with  his  own  hand,  defiring  the  afliltance  of  the 
nobility,  and  promifing  to  fend  a  ftrong  Spanifh 
fquadron,  to  join  whatever  fleet  they  could  fit 
out. 

The  fpirits  of  the  nation  being  revived  by  this 
circumftance,  the  nobility  of  Portugal  exerted 
themfelves  fo  diligently,  that  at  the  end  of  three 
months,  they  had  a  fleet  of  twenty-fix  tail  ready 
to  put  to  fea.  Indeed  the  Spaniards  were  not 
quite  fo  quick  in  their  preparations,  yet  their 
fleet  joined  that  of  Portugal,  in  the  month  of 
February  1626,  when  they  failed  with  fifteen 
hundred  men  on  board,  under  the  command  of 
Don  Frederic  de  Toledo  Oforio,  marquis  of  Val- 
duefa. 

Let  us  now  look  back  to  Brazil,  where  the 
Dutch  being  in  potTeffion  of  St.  Salvador,_  and 
the  country  about  it,  began  to  extend  themfelves 
on  every  fide :  but  the  gallant  archbifhop,  hav- 
ing got  together  fifteen  hundred  men,  not  only- 
cut  off  molt  of  their  parties,  but  at  length  drove 
them  into  the  town,  blocked  them  up,  and  re- 
duced them  to  great  dinrels  ;  which  he  had  no 
iboner  done,  than  he  refigned  the  command  of 
the  army  to  Nunez  Marino,  and  afterwards  to 
Don  Francis  de  Mauro,  declaring  that  his  own 
commiffion  expired  with  that  neceflity  which 
had  bertowed  ir. 

Affairs  were  thus  fituated  when  the  Spanifh 
and  Portuguefe  fleets  arrived  in  the  bay  of  All 
Saints.  Don  Emanuel  de  Meneflez  landed 
immediately,  and  joined  the  army  before  the 
place,  which  the  Dutch  governor  was  for  de- 
fending to  the  lalt  extremity  ;  but  the  garrifon 
mutinied,  and  forced  him  to  furrender  en  the 
twentieth  of  April  ;  upon  which  the  fleets  re- 
turned home  in  triumph,  fuppofing  the  war  to 
be  at  an  end,  and  that  neither  French  or  Dutch 
would,  lor  the  future,  choofe  to  make  any  at- 
tempts upon  Brazil. 

In  this,  however,  they  were  greatly  miftaken  ; 
for  the  rich  plunder  which  admiral  Willikens 
had  carried  into  Holland  from  St.  Salvador, 
made  the  Dutch  anxious  to  engage  in  fome  o- 
ther  enterprize  of  the  fame  nature.  This  lpirit 
among  the  people,  encouraged  the  Weil  India 
company  to  think  of  fitting  out  another  expedi- 
tion ;  and  accordingly,  in  1629,  they  began  to 
equip  a  verv  ftrong  fquadron,  to  be  commanded 
by  admiral  Lank,  and  to  take  on  board  a  con- 
liderable  body  oi  land  forces  under  general 
Wardenbourg. 

This  fleer,  which  confifted  of  forty-fix  men  of 
war,  arrived  in  light  of  Fernambuca  on  the  third 
of  February  1630,  and  on  the  fifteenth  of  the 
fame  month,  general  Wardenbourg  landed  with 
near  three  thoufand  men,  marched  imme- 
diately toward  the  city  of  Olinda,  which  he 
found  covered  by  three  good  forts,  in  each  of 
which  was  a  numerous  garrifun  :  however,  he 
attacked,  and   carried  them  all,  though  not  with- 


out a  vigorous  refiftance  :  but  this  fuccefs  fo  ter* 
rifled  the  inhabitants  of  the  city,  that  they  in- 
ftantly  fubmitted  ;  though  the  natives,  who  had 
become  Chriftians,  fhewed  great  lpirit,  and  be- 
haved on  this,  as  on  all  other  occalions,  with 
the  greateft  fidelity  and  courage. 

While  the  Dutch  general  was  thus  employed 
on  lhore,  the  admiral  was  no  lets  active  at  fea  ; 
and  as  the  Portuguefe  had  no  naval  force  of  any 
confequence  to  oppofe  him,  he  reduced  all  the 
fea  coaft  to  the  iouth  of  Olinda  in  a  very  ihort 
time,  taking  care  to  fecure  and  fortify  every 
place  that  tell  into  his  hands  ;  refolving  to  ob- 
tain fuch  a  footing  in  the  country,  as  might  en- 
able the  Dutch  to  keep  their  ground  againft  the 
whole  force  of  the  Portuguefe,  and  lay  a  folid 
foundation  for  executing  the  defign  they  had 
formed,  of  making  themfelves  mailers  of  the 
belt  part  of  Brazil. 

It  was  with  this  view  that  admiral  Lank 
determined  to  make  hlmfelf  mafter,  at  all  e- 
vents,  of  a  very  ftrong  poll,  which  feemed  beft 
adapted  for  his  purpole,  and  of  which  therefore 
it  is  proper  that  fome  account  Ihould  be  laid  be- 
fore the  reader. 

The  whole  coaft  of  Brazil  is  bounded  by  a 
thick  flat  ridge  of  rocks,  which  in  fome  places  is' 
twenty,  and  in  others  thirty  yards  broad ;  and  if 
it  were  not  for  breaks  and  paflages,  here  and  there, 
in  this  rocky  intrenchment,  it  would  be  impoffible 
to  approach  the  lhore. 

There  is  a  very  large  paffage  two  leagues  to 
the  north  of  Olinda  ;  but  almoft  before  the  city 
the  ridge  of  rocks  appears  again,  and  at  high 
water  the  inhabitants  pals  to  it  in  boats.  This 
part  of  the  ridge  the  Portuguefe  call  Reciftb, 
and  the  Dutch  the  Receif. 

On  the  north  point  is  another  open  paffage  for 
the  fhips  to  approach  the  lhore,  very  narrow, 
and  not  above  twenty-two  feet  deep  :  and  be- 
tween this  ridge  of  rocks  and  the  continent,  is 
a  fandy  ifland,  about  a  league  in  length,  called 
the  Sandy  Receif. 

On  this  ifland,  which  lays  in  eight  degrees 
twenty  minutes  fouth  latitude,  was  a  good  cattle, 
called  Fort  St.  George,  well  furnifhed  with  ar- 
tillery, and  deemed  imprenable ;  and  of  this 
the  Dutch  admiral  made  himfelf  matter. 

After  the  Dutch  were  poflefied  of  this  fort, 
they  made  the  Stony  Receif  very  ftrong  ;  fo  that 
it  became  one  of  the  confiderable  places 
in  Brazil,  and  the  chief  feat  of  their  com- 
merce. 

1  he  news  of  this  fecond  attempt  upon  Brazil, 
and  of  the  Dutch  having  actually  conquered  the 
captainihip  of  Fernambuca,  extremely  alarmed 
the  Portuguefe  and  Spaniards,  and  obliged  them 
to  think  of  fending  thither  immediately,  fuch  a 
force  as  might  be  able  to  drive  out  the  enemy, 
and  fecure  the  country  effec~tually  for  the  future ; 
but  the  difaffection  of  the  Portuguefe  to  the 
Spanifh  government,  was  at  this  time  greater 
than  ever  ;  and  fo  divided  and  perplexed  their 
meafures,  that  they  were  a  long  time  in  fitting 
out  a  fleet ;  which  time  the  Dutch  employed  in 
fortifying  themfelves,  in  extending  their  con- 
quelts,  and  in  taking  all  proper  precautions  for 
their  defence. 

As 
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As  foon  as  the  Dutch  fleet  returned  from  Bra- 
zil, admiral  Pater  was  lent  thither  with  a  much 
ftronger  force,  in  order  to  enable  the  Dutch  to 
conquer  the  whole  country.  He  arrived  in 
fight  of  the  coaft  of  Fernambuca  on  the  firft  of 
May  1 63 1,  where  he  found  the  city  of  Olinda 
in  the  poffeffion  of  his  countrymen,  but  clolely 
blocked  up  by  the  famous  Portuguefe  general 
Albuquerque,  with  a  numerous  army.  Here- 
upon the  admiral  thought  proper  to  land  four 
hundred  men,  under  the  command  of  an  expe- 
rienced officer,  to  take  a  view  of  the  enemy's 
works,  that  he  might  the  better  judge  how  to 
attack  them  :  but  the  Dutch  garrifon  in  the  city 
no  fooner  faw  his  fleet  come  to  an  anchor,  and 
thefe  troops  debarked,  than  they  made  luch  a 
vigorous  fally  on  the  befiegers,  as  forced  them 
to  retire  from  before  the  city,  with  confiuerable 
lofs. 

After  this,  admiral  Pater  landed  two  thoufand 
men,  and  at  the  fame  time  acting  upon  the  fea 
coaft  with  his  fleet,  enabled  his  countrymen  to 
extend  their  conquefts  very  confiderably,  efpe- 
cially  towards  the  fouth  :  propofing  to  enter  the 
bay  of  All  Saints,  and  atcack  St.  Salvador  both 
by  fea  and  land  :  but  while  he  was  thus  execut- 
ing great  things,  ?fid  projecting  greater,  he  had 
intelligence,  that  theSpanifh  and  Portuguefe  fleet 
was  actually  at  fea,  and  of  fuffieient  ftrength  to 
undertake  the  relief  of  Brazil. 

This  fleet,  confifting  of  about  thirty  fail,  un- 
der the  command  of  admiral  D'Oquendo,  had 
left  Spain  in  a  very  indifferent  condition  :  but  at 
the  Canaries  it  was  joined  by  fifteen  more,  and 
near  the  Cape  de  Verd  Iflands,  met  with  iuch  an 
acceffion  of  force,  as  rendered  it  fifty-four  fail  of 
large  fliips. 

The  Dutch  admiral  had  but  fixteen  veffels  ; 
but  jealous  of  the  honour  of  his  country,  he  was 
determined  to  fight  at  any  rate  •,  and  therefore 
refolved  not  to  wait  for,  but  meet  the  enemy, 
which  he  accordingly  did,  in  fix  degrees  fouth 
latitude.  As  foon  as  they  appeared  in  fight, 
the  Dutch  fleet  feeing  how  unequal  the  difpute 
was  likely  to  prove,  ten  of  their  captains  bore 
away,  and  left  the  admiral  with  fix.ihips  only, 
to  fight  an  enemy  ofalmoftten  times  his  num- 
ber. 

Admiral  Pater  had  two  flags  under  him,  who, 
to  their  immortal  honour,  were  two  of  thofe  who 
ftaid  with  him  ;  fo  that  to  fix  fhips  there  were 
three  admirals. 

The  engagement  was  long  and  bloody  •,  fe- 
veral  of  the  Portuguefe  veffels  were  funk,  and 
it  plainly  appeared,  that  if  the  other  ten  fliips 
had  ftaid,  victory  would  have  declared  for  the 


Dutch  :  but  at  length,  admiral  Thys,  in  the 
Prince  William,  was  funk  ;  and  not  long  after, 
a  Portuguefe  man  of  war  difcharging  a  broad- 
fide  at  the  Dutch  admiral,  a  ball  fell  into  the 
powder-room,  by  which  the  fhip  was  blown  up, 
and  that  brave  man  loft. 

Hereupon,  the  four  Dutch  fhips  that  remain- 
ed, retired  •,  but  did  it  with  fo  much  courage 
and  addrefs,  that  they  not  only  arrived  fafely  at 
Olinda,  but  likewife  carried  off  a  Portuguefe 
man  of  war  they  had  taken  :  fo  that,  upon  the 
whole,  this  may  be  reckoned  one  of  the  moft 
glorious  of  naval  engagements  ! 

On  admiral  D'Oquendo's  arriving  on  the  coaft 
of  Bra  il,  he  contented  himfelf  with  fendins  re- 
frefhments  and  reinforcements  to  the  army  of 
Albuquerque,  but  made  no  attempt  againft  the 
city  of  Olinda,  and  confequently  left  things  lit- 
tle better  than  he  found  them;  which  he  ex- 
cufed  from  the  great  lofs  he  had  fuffered  in  bat- 
tle, amounting  in  the  wholej  to  no  leis  than 
thirteen  fail,  taken  and  funk. 

In  the  month  of  October  he  fet  fail  for  Lif- 
bon;  but  in  his  paffage  metwith  four  Dutch  men 
of  war,  who  did  not  helitate  to  attack  him,  though 
he  had  ftill  forty  fail,  and  moft  of  them  large 
fhips.  D'Oquendo,  in  this  engagement,  loft 
the  captain  of  his  own  fhip,  and  twenty-two  o- 
ther  captains  ;  his  vice  admiral,  three  men  of 
war,  two  frigates,  and  about  kven  hundred  pri- 
vate men  ;  fo  that  he  carried  home  the  remains 
of  a  fleet,  unfortunate  from  the  beginning  ;  and 
yet  without  any  impeachment  of  his  own  cha- 
racter •,  the  blame  falling  entirely  upon  the  mi- 
nifterSj  who  had  obliged  him,  notwithftanding 
his  remonftrances,  to  fail  with  fhips  which  were 
not  above  half  manned  or  equipped. 

The  minifters,  unable  to  remedy  this  misfor- 
tune, declared  themfelves  willing  to  do  all  in 
their  power  to  repair  it  ;  and  therefore  orders 
were  given  for  providing  a  larger  fleet,  and  for 
equipping  and  manning  thereof  in  a  proper  man- 
ner •,  the  command  of  which  was  to  be  given 
to  Don  Frederic  de  Toledo,  who  had  acquired 
great  reputation  :  but  after  abundance  of  pains 
being  taken,  it  was  found  that  nothing  could  be 
done  that  feafon,  and  therefore  it  was  deferred 
till  the  following  fpring  ;  when  it  was  determin- 
ed to  fend  fuch  a  force  as  fhould  put  an  end  to 
the  war  at  once  :  but  as  it  was  far  eafier  to  pro- 
ject fine  fchemes,  than  to  execute  them-,  fo,  not- 
withftanding this  famous  admiral  actually  pro- 
ceeded on  his  voyage  with  a  very  large  fleet, 
every  way  well  provided,  yet  he  effected  fo  lit- 
tle, that  authors  have  not  even  recorded  the  par- 
ticulars of  what  he  did. 
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The  amazing  fuccefs  of  the  Dutch  againjl  the  combined  force  of  Spain  and  Portugal,  induces  the- 
directors  of  the  Wefl  India  Company,  to  fend  count  Maurice  of  NaJJ'au,  as  governor  of 
Brazil,  who  by  the  naifdom  of  his  conducl,  and  the  prudence  of  bis  adminif  ration,  fecures 
and  fettles  the  be  ft  part  of the  country ;  count  Maurice  forms  a  plan  for  ereBing  a  Dutch 
empire  in  America,  equal,  if  not  fuperior,  to  that  of  the  Spaniards  ;  general  Brewer's  ex- 
pedition to  Chili,  and  its  mifcarriage,  occajioned  by  the  bad  conduct  of  the  Dutch,  and  the 
recalling  of  the  count. 


f"~W~ "-HESE  delays  proved  extremely  prejudi- 
cial to  the  Spanifh  intereft  in  Brazil, 
where  the  Dutch,  in  the  fpace  of  feven 
years,  reduced  under  their  dominion  the  entire 
captainlhips  of  Fernambuca,  Tamaraca,  Parai- 
ba  and  Rio  Grande  ;  and  lb  great  was  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  the  Dutch  againft  the  Spaniards,  in  this 
and  other  parts  of  America,  that  from  an  exaft 
computation  it  appears,  that  from  the  time  of 
the  Dutch  Weft  India  company's  being  erefted, 
in  1624,  to  the  year  16:57,  they  deftroyed  and 
took  in  money  and  merchandize,  to  the  amount 
of  forty-five  millions  of  florins,  or  four  millions 
and  a  half  of  our  money  •,  and  of  eight  hundred 
fhips  which  the  crown  of  Spain  fitted  out  againft 
them,  they  deftroyed  or  took  five  hundred  and 
forty -feven. 

Thefe  extraordinary  ftrokes  of  good  fortune, 
induced  the  directors  of  the  Dutch  Weft  India 
company  to  think  of  putting  themfelves  on  a 
level  with  the  Eaft  India  company  ;  and  to  do 
this  effectually,  they  determined  to  make  choice 
of  fome  perfon  of  confequence,  who  being  placed 
at  the  head  of  their  affairs,  his  credit  and  power 
might  add  ftrength  to  their  own. 

With  this  view  they  caft  their  eyes  on  count 
John  Maurice  of  Nafiau,  who  was  nearly  related 
to  the  prince  of  Orange,  and  had  ferved  the 
ftates  with  great  abilities  and  applaule  forfeveral 
years. 

The  count  readily  accepting  the  propolal  that 
was  made  him,  was  declared  governor  of  Brazil 
and  South  America  •,  and  that  he  might  enter 
upon  his  new  office  in  a  manner  confiitent  with 
his  rank  and  character,  the  company  refolved  to 
fit  out  a  fleet  of  thirty-two  large  ihips,  and  to 
embark  a  body  of  two  thoufand  feven  hundred 
land  forces  :  but  as  this  took  up  a  good  deal  of 
time,  and  the  count  was  impatient  to  be  gone, 
he  failed  on  the  twenty-fifth  of  October  1636, 
with  four  fhips  only,  and  three  hundred  and 
fifty  foldiers  on  board  ;  with  which  fmall  fqua- 
dron  he  arrived  on  the  coaft  of  Brazil,  on  the 
twenty-third  of  January  1537,  with  Adrian  Van- 
der  Duflen,  who  had  joined  him  near  the  ifiand 
of  Madeira. 

He  was  loon  after  followed  by  the  captains 
Solan,  Carpenter,  and  Gifelin,  and  took  the 
field  with  two  bodies  of  troops,  the  oneconfifting 
of  three  th  tufand  men,  with  which  he  prepared 
to  aft  againft  the  Portuguefe  army  ;  and  the 
other  of  fix  hundred,  which  was  to  be  employed 


in  various  expeditions,  to  divide  and  diftraft  the 
enemy. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  Portuguefe  had  a  great 
army  in  the  field,  under  the  command  of  the 
count  de  Banjola,  an  officer  of  great  courage  and 
experience  ;  and  a  body  of  light  armed  troops 
under  one  Cameron,  who  was  a  man  of 
merit. 

The  bulk  of  thefe  forces  were  afTembled  at 
Porto  Cavallo,  whither  count  Maurice  diredly 
marched  ;  on  which  a  battle  enfued,  when, 
after  a  vigorous  refiftance,  the  Portuguefe  were 
defeated,  and  afterwards  forced  in  their  camp, 
though  it  was  very  ftrongly  intrenched.  Upon 
this,  the  Count  de  Banjola  retired  with  the  re- 
mainder of  his  forces,  undef  the  cannon  of  the 
citadel  of  Povacaon  ;  from  whence  however  he 
retreated  on  the  approach  of  the  Dutch,  who 
befieging  that  fortrefs,  in  which  was  a  garriibn 
of  fix  hundred  men,  took  it  after  it  had  been 
bravely  defended  for  a  fortnight. 

Count  Maurice,  purfuing  his  fuccefs,  ad- 
vanced with  his  army  to  the  town  of  Openeda  on 
the  river  St.  Francis,  which  he  took,  and  built 
a  citadel  there,  and  another  at  the  mouth  of  the 
river,  by  which  he  effectually  covered  his  new 
conqueft.  He  then  returned  to  Olinda,  and 
having  fettled  the  civil  and  military  government, 
in  the  manner  direfted  by  his  commiffion,  he 
fitted  out  two  fleets,  one  under  the  command  of 
Admiral  Lichthart,  with  orders  to  attack  the 
fouth  coaft  of  Brazil,  and  the  other  under  com- 
modore Hanfkins,  which  was  deftined  to  a  fer- 
vice  of  ftill  greater  importance  ;  of  which  it 
may  be  proper  to  give  the  reader  a  fhort  ac- 
count. 

From  the  time  that  the  Dutch  Wefl;  India 
company  made  their  firft  attempt  upon  Brazil, 
and  had  been  lb  fuccefsful  in  taking  the  city  of 
St.  Salvador,  they  had  meditated  the  bold  defign 
of  fixing  themfelves  likewife  on  the  other  fhore 
of  Africa,  fuppofing  that  if  they  could  once 
make  themfelves  matters  of  the  two  points  of 
the  oppofite  continent,  they  fhould  be  able  to 
give  laws  to  the  ocean,  and  by  having  the  com- 
mand of  this  pafiage  to  the  Indies,  diftrefs  the 
Spaniards,  Portuguefe,  Englifh,  and  other  na- 
tions of  the  north. 

But  though  with  a  view  to  execute  this  fcheme, 
they  had  fcarched  all  the  coafl  from  Cape  Verd 
to  the  cape  of  Good  Hope,  yet  they  had  found 
no  place  proper  for  that  purpofe.     At  length, 

how- 
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howewr,  it  was  agreed  that  nothing  could  an- 
lwtr  the  end  lb  well,  as  taking  the  caftle  of  St. 
George  de  la  Mina,-  on  the  coaft  of  Guinea,  in 
the  pofleffibn  cf  the  Portuguefe. 

Accordingly  they  attempted  this  place  in  the 
year  1625,  but  were  repulied  with  great  lots-, 
which,  however,  did  not  difcourage  them  •,  for 
having  a  ftrong  fetdement  in  that  neighbour- 
hood, their  governor  lent  advice  to  count  Mau- 
rice, that  now  was  the  proper  time,  and  if  he 
would  lend  a  proper  force,  he  made  no  doubt 
of  carrying  this  important  point  into  execution. 

It  was  with  this  view  commodore  Hanfkins  was 
diipatched  ;  who  joining  the  Dutch  governor  on 
the  twenty-fifth  of  July,  they  attacked  the  caftle 
with  fuch  refolution,  that  though  it  was  one  or 
the  ftrongeft  places  in  that  part  of  the  world,  it 
iurrendered  on  the  twenty-ninth  of  Auguft;  after 
which  commodore  Hanfkins  returned  to  Olinda, 
where  count  Maurice  received  him  with  all  thofe 
marks  of  honour  and  refpect,  that  were  due  to 
the  performance  of  lb  important  a  fervice; 

The  campaign  in  1638,  was  equally  glorious 
for  the  Dutch  ;  for  the  count  de  Banjola  having 
nbled  a  large  army  for  the  defence  of  Sege- 
rippa,  count  Maurice  attacked  arid  defeated  him  •, 
alter  which  he  took  the  capital,  and  reduced  the 
whole  province. 

From  this  great  run  of  fuccefs  the  natives  of 
Siara,  one  of  the  molt  northern  captainfhips, 
were  induced  to  declare  for  the  Dutch,  and  of- 
fend to  afiift  them  againft  the  Portuguefe,  upon 
a  promife  of  being  left  to  the  enjoyment  of  their 
freedom  •,  whereupon  a  body  oJ  troops  being 
fent  to  join  them,  under  captain  Gartman,  he, 
with  the  affiftance  of  a  Brazilian  prince,  reduced 
that  whole  diftrict. 

Count  Maurice  now  refolved  to  put  in  exe- 
cution the  repeated  orders  he  had  received  from 
the  Weft  India  company,  for  attacking  St.  Sal- 
vador in  the  bay  of  All  Saints,  which  was  ef- 
teemed  the  capital  of  Brazil :  wherefore  he  em- 
barked all  the  forces  he  could  collect  at  Olinda, 
and  on  the  eighth  of  April  1638,  landed  with 
them  in  the  bay  of  All  Saints,  thinking  to  have 
furprifed  the  Portuguefe  ;  but  the  count  de  Ban- 
jola, being  in  the  neighbourhood,  with  a  fmall 
body  of  regular  troops,  threw  himfelf  into  the 
place,  though  the  governor  of  it  was  his  enemy  ; 
and  it  was  on  the  enmity  fubhfting  between 
them  that  count  Maurice  founded  his  hopes  of 
fuccefs. 

At  firft  the  Portuguefe  governor  difputed  the 
command  with  the  count  de  Banjola  ;  but  that 
nobleman  telling  him  that  their  quarrels  would 
only  ferveto  ruin  them  -,  whereas  if  they  agreed, 
they  might  both  become  as  great  as  they  could 
wiih  ;  the  governor  anfwered,  "  Sir,  I  perceive 
"  you  are  a  wifer  man  than  I,  and  nobody  fhall 
"  obey  your  orders  more  punctually. 

Count  Maurice  attacked,  and  without  much 
difficulty  made  himfelf  mafter  of  the  ftrong  fort 
of  Albert,  that  of  St.  Bartholomew,  and  the 
famous  caftle  of  St.  Philip.  This  fuccefs  en- 
couraged him  to  erect  two  batteries,  to  attack 
at  the  fame  time  Fort  Rofes,  which  covered  the 
city  on  one  fide,  and  a  horn-work,  which  was 
its  principal   ftrength  on    the   other.     Between 


thefe  there  was  a  piece  of  ground  covered  with 
fhrubs  and  bufhes,  where  count  Banjola  advifed 
the  governor  to  poft  himfelf  with  four  hundred 
men,  while  he  made  a  fally. 

This  had  the  intended  effect,  for  after  an  ob- 
ftinate  difpute,  the  Dutch,  endeavouring  to  re- 
tire through  that  piece  of  ground,  were  attack- 
ed in  the  rear  ;  and  befides  three  hundred  of 
their  beft  men,  loft  four  officers  of  diftinction, 
and  their  principal  engineer  •,  upon  which  count 
Maurice  abandoned  the  caftles  he  had  taken,  and 
made  a  hafty  retreat. 

After  count  Maurice  returned  from  this  fruit- 
lefs  expedition  againft  St.  Salvador,  he  applied 
himfelf  with  the  utmnft  diligence,  to  eftablifh 
good  order,  and  perfect  difcipline  in  all  parts  of 
his  government  ;  reviewing  his  troops  in  perfon, 
appointing  experienced  officers  to  command 
them,  fortifying  all  the  frontier  places,  and  giv- ' 
ing  every  kind  of  encouragement  to  fuch  of  the 
natives  as  ffiewed  an  inclination  to  aflift  him, 
and  to  live  peaceably  under  the  protection  of 
the  Dutch  •,  by  which  wife  and  prudent  mea- 
fures,  he  prevented  the  enemy  from  making 
thofe  advantages  of  their  late  fuccefs  which  might 
have  been  expected. 

The  Spanilh  government  having  in  the  mean 
time,  received  an  exact  account  of  the  ftate  of 
affairs  in  Brazil,  came  to  a  refolution  of  repair- 
ing their  late  miftakes,  by  fending  thither  fuch 
a  fleet  and  army,  as  fhould  effecfually  put  an 
end  to  the  war,  by  obliging  the  Dutch  to  aban- 
don all  their  conquefts. 

This  fleet  confifted  of  twenty-fix  galleons 
double  manned,  and  provided  with  other  necef- 
iaries  in  the  fame  proportion  •,  twenty  large  men 
of  war,  and  five  thoufand  regular  troops,  under 
the  command  of  Don  Fernandez  Mafcarenhas, 
count  de  las  Torres,  who  failed  in  the  autumn 
of  1639,  and  was  confiderably  reinforced  in  his 
pafiage  ;  but  being  detained  by  calms  on  the 
African  coaft,  the  exceffive  heats  produced  a 
plague  on  board  his  crouded  fhips,  which  de- 
ftroyed  above  three  thoufandof  his  men,  before  he 
reached  the  bay  of  All  Saints  ;  and  the  reft  of 
his  troops  were  in  fo  bad  a  condition,  that  he 
was  under  a  necefiity  of  placing  them  in  quar- 
ters of  refreihment,  which  moft  probably  faved 
the  Dutch,  who  were  at  that  time  waiting,  with 
the  utmoft  impatience,  for  fuccours  from  Hol- 
land, which  by  this  accident,  arrived  in  time. 

However  the  vigilance  of  the  count  de  las 
Torres  was  fuch,  that  he  put  to  fea  with  a  fleet 
of  ninety  fail,  large  and  fmall,  with  twelve  thou- 
fand men  on  board,  in  the  month  of  January 
1640. 

Count  Maurice,  on  the  other  hand,  having 
affembled  forty-one  men  of  war,  waited  for  the 
enemy  within  four  miles  of  Olinda  :  under  the 
count,  this  laft  fleet  was  commanded  by  Wil- 
liam Loos,  a  Dutch  admiral  of  diftinguifhed 
bravery.  The  fleets  meeting  on  the  twelfth  of 
the  fame  month,  between  the  ifland  of  Tamara- 
ca,  and  the  river  Gojana,  fought  from  one  in 
the  afternoon  till  it  was  night.  The  Dutch,  in 
this  engagement,  loft  four  men,  one  of  whom 
was  their  admiral  Loos  ;  but  he  was  replaced 
the  next  day,  by  James  Huyghens,  who  engag- 
ing 
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ing  the   Spanifti  fleet  a  fecond  time,  obtained 
confiderable  advantages. 

On  the  fourteenth  he  attacked  them  a  third 
time  on  the  coaft  of  Paraiba,  when  he  had  ftill 
farther  fuccefs  ;  but  the  compleat  victory  was 
on  the  fourth  day,  when  the  Portuguefe,  hav- 
ing fufFered  extremely,  were  driven  upon  the 
Shoals  on  the  coaft,  where  many  of  them  pe- 
rifhed  by  fhipwreck,  and  more  by  hunger  and 
thirft.  Thole  who  efcaped  endeavoured  to  re- 
turn home  ;  but  great  disputes  anfing  among 
the  commanders,  they  ieperated  •,  fo  that  of  all 
this  mighty  fleet,  only  four  galleons  and  two 
men  of  war  arrived  fate  in  the  Ports  of  Spain, 
and  even  thefe  with  difficulty  efcaped  a  dutch 
fleet,  that  was  going  to  Brazil. 

While  thefe  transactions  happened  at  fea,  the 
Portuguefe  being  informed  that  count  Maurice 
had  embarked  his  whole  ftrength  on  board  his 
fleet,  afiembled  a  body  of  regular  troops  and 
another  of  Brazilians,  and  falling  upon  the  Dutch 
Settlements,  took  Several  places  :  but  Hanikins, 
putting  himfelf  at  the  head  of  a  body  of  plan- 
ters, put  a  check  to  their  progrefs  :  and  Admi- 
ral Lichthart,  and  commodore  Cornelius  Jol, 
loon  afterwards  arriving  with  great  reinforce- 
ments from  Holland,  cjunt  Maurice  immedi- 
ately lent  the  former  into  the  bay  of  All  Saints, 
to  delir^v  the  coumry,  which  he  did  with  cir- 
cumstances of  horrid  barbarity,  while,  in  the 
country  near  the  river  St.  Francis,  Colonel  Jol 
acted  the  lame  inhuman  part. 

As  this  manner  of  making  war  appeared  to 
the  Count  de  Montalvan,  at  that  time  the  Por- 
tuguefe viceroy  of  Brazil,  in  the  mod  abomina- 
ble light  •,  he  lent  deputies  to  count  Maurice,  to 
reprefent  to  him  the  barbarity  of  fuch  behaviour, 
and  to  defire  that  they  might  fettle  a  Cartel,  by 
which  the  proceedings  of  the  war  might  be  re- 
gulated, and  fuch  horrid  fcenes  of  murder  and 
dt .variation  prevented  for  the  future. 

As  count  Maurice,  in  giving  thefe  orders,  had 
followed  the  company's  inftructions  againft  his 
own  inclinations,  he  gladly  embraced  this  op- 
portunity of  (hewing  his  own  noble  and  generous 
difpofition  •,  and  therefore  offered  to  lend  com- 
missioners immediately  to  St.  Salvador,  to  fettle 
fuch  a  provifional  treaty  with  the  viceroy,  as 
might  be  of  advantage  to  both  parties. 

But  when  thefe  deputies  were  on  the  point  of 
departing,  two  gentlemen  arrived  from  the  vice- 
roy, who  acquainted  count  Maurice  with  the 
amazing  revolution  that  had  happened  in  Por- 
tugal, which  was  likely  to  have  a  great  effect 
on  the  general  ftate  of  affairs,  and  might  pro- 
bably put  an  end  to  the  war  in  Brazil  •,  fince  hi- 
therto it  had  not  been  carried  on  by  the  Dutch 
againft  the  Portugviefe  as  a  nation,  but  againft 
the  Portuguefe  as  Subjects  to  the  crown  of 
Spain. 

This  fudden  and  fuccefsful  revolution  hap- 
pened in  the  month  of  December  1640,  when 
John  Duke  of  Braganza  feated  himfelf  on  the 
throne  of  Portugal,  which  was  that  of  his  An- 
cestors, and  took  the  title  of  John  the  fourth,  by 
which  the  whole  dominions  ot  Portugal  fell  into 
his  hands,  except  the  little  town  of  Ceuta  in 
Africa. 


It  was  not  long  before  count  Maurice  had  a 
very  exact  account  of  the  whole  affair ;  and 
forefeeing  that  thi  3  revolution  would  be  attended 
with  a  peace  or  a  truce,  between  the  Slates-gene- 
ral and  the  new  King,  he  reSolved  to  do  all  that 
could  be  done,  in  the  ftiorteft  time  poffible. 

InconSequence  of  thisreiblution,he  made  him- 
Self  matter  ot  the  captainfhip  of  Segerippa,  which 
the  Portugueie  had  recovered  •,  and  Sent  admiral 
Jol  to  reduce  the  illand  of  St.  Thomas,  which 
lies  directly  under  the  equinoctial,  and  that  of 
Laonda  on  the  coaft  of  Congo  ;  both  which 
Services  he  performed. 

Count  Maurice,  alSo,  in  purSuance  of  his  in- 
structions, which  repreSented  the  captainShip  of 
Maragnan,  as  a  country  extremely  wholSome, 
abounding  in  Sugar,  tobacco,  ginger,  cotton, 
and  othervaluable  commodities,  reSolved  to  Seize 
it  likewiSe ;  and  therefore  diSpatched  Admiral 
Lichthart  and  commodore  Hanfkins,  with  fix 
men  of  war  and  fix  frigates,  with  which  they 
foon  reduced  the  ifland  of  Maragnan,  and  the 
town  of  St.  Lewis  ;  upen  which  the  reft  of  the 
districts  Submitted  without  refiftance  •,  So  that  at 
the  cloSe  of  the  year  1641,  out  ol  fourteen  cap- 
tainfhips  into  which  Brazil  was  divided,  the 
Dutch  were  in  actual  pofleffion  of  Seven. 

It  will  now  be  proper  to  look  over  to  Europe, 
in  order  to  trace  the  cauSes  of  tSoft  events,  which 
occafioned  as  Sudden  a  revolution  in  Brazil,  as 
ever  happened  in  a  country  So  well  Secured  •,  and 
in  the  recital  of  which  it  will  appear,  that  the 
Dutch  taught  thoSe  arts  by  which  they  Suffered  ; 
and  firft  pra&iied  thoSe  frauds,  which  in  the  end 
proved  So  fatal  to  themfelves. 

King  John,  defirous  of  being  acknowledged 
by  as  many  powers  as  pofllble,  the  rightful  poS- 
feflbr  of  the  crown  of  Portugal,  fent  an  ambaSfa- 
dor  to  the  Hague,  to  repreSent  the  realbnable- 
nels  of  owning  his  title,  and  the  mutual  advan- 
tages that  would  reSult  from  their  maintaining  a 
good  correspondence. 

His  title  was  readily  admitted  by  the  Dutch  ; 
but  as  they  thought  themSelves  gainers  by  the 
war,  and  too  powerful  for  Portugal,  unsupport- 
ed by  Spain,  they  put  off  the  conclufion  of  the 
treaty  as  long  as  poffible. 

At  length,  however,  on  the  thirteenth  of  June 
1 641,  they  figned  a  league  offenfive  and  defen- 
sive, regarding  the  dominions  of  both  ftates  in 
Europe,  and  a  truce  for  ten  years  in  the  Eaft 
and  Weft  Indies  :  This  laft  was  conceived  in 
very  general  terms ;  for  it  was  to  comprehend  all 
the  dominions  of  both  parties,  and  to  take  place 
from  the  day  on  which  the  truce  was  publiftied  ; 
it  was  alSo  ftipulated,  that  commiffioners  Should 
meet  in  eight  months,  in  order  to  conclude  a  de- 
finitive treaty  of  peace,  and  to  Settle  the  preten- 
fions  of  both  parties  :  but  the  Dutch  took  care 
to  provide,  that  if  this  treaty  Should  prove  inef- 
fectual, the  truce  and  free  trade  between  both 
ftates  Should  ftill  continue  ;  only  the  Portuguefe 
Should  be  restricted  from  exporting  any  of  the 
commodities  of  Brazil  into  Holland,  and  the 
Dutch  were  to  be  under  the  like  reftrictions  re- 
Specling  the  dominions  of  Portugal. 

From  the  tenor  of  this  treaty  it  is  evident  diat 
the  ftates  cpntrived  every  thing  for  their  own 
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advantage,  and  that  the  kin:;  of  Portugal  fub- 
mitted  from  mere  neceflity  :  however,  experience 
ibon  made  this  more  viable  :  for  complaints  be- 
ino-  made  that  feveral  places  were  taken  from  the 
Portuguefe  after  the  publication  of  the  truce, 
they  refilled  to  part  with  lb  me  of  thefe,  and 
though  orders  were  given  as  to  others,  agreeable 
to  the  fpirit  of  the  treaty,  yet  they  were  drawn 
up  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  moll  of  the  Dutch 
governors  refufed  to  comply  with  them. 

The  Portngueie  viceroy,  and  the  reft  of  that 
nation  in  Brazil,  entered  readily  into  the  poli- 
tics of  the  Dutch  ;  and  inftead  of  attempting  to 
do  themfelves  juftice  by  force,  practifed  fimilar 
arts  for  their  own  advantage.  They  magnified 
riie  wifdom  of  the  Dutch  government,  affected 
to  confide  in  the  promifes  made  them  ;  and  took 
in  good  part  all  the  excufes  for  the  non-perfor- 
mance or  them  :  by  which  means  count  Mau- 
rice, and  the  directors  of  the  Dutch  Weft  India 
company  were  made  to  believe,  that  their  terri- 
tories were  effectually  fettled,  and  that  they  had 
nothing  to  fear  in  Brazil  either  from  the  natives 
or  the  Portuguefe. 

Thefe  contrivances,  however,  might  probably 
have  proved  abortive,  if  the  directors  of  the 
Dutch  Welt  India  company  had  not,  in  a  man- 
ner, entered  into  the  confpiracy  themfelves. 
Finding  themfelves  in  poffeflion  of  what  they  had 
fo  lone*  fought,  feveral  ftrong  forts  on  the  coafts 
of  Africa,  and  a  large  part  of  Brazil,  they  fent 
repeated  orders  to  count  Maurice,  to  take  fuch 
meafures  as  might  increafe  their  revenue,  by 
fending  over  large  quantities  of  lugar  and  other 
valuable  effects,  and  not  fuffering  fuch  as  were 
in  debt  to  the  company  to  pay  in  fmall  fums  or 
at  different  times,  but  ipeedily  and  at  once. 

Count  Maurice  obferved,  that  the  execution 
of  thefe  orders  would  be  attended  with  many  in- 
conveniences •,  that  the  country  had  been  but 
lately  reduced  ;  that  molt  of  thofe  who  were  in 
debt  to  the  company  were  Portuguefe,  who 
having  fettled  in  the  country,  had  behaved  well, 
and  ought  therefore  to  be  treated  with  kindnefs, 
and  not  driven  to  extremities,  which  might  put 
them  upon  taking  meafures  which  otherwife  they 
would  not  think  of:  but  the  directors  were  deaf 
to  all  his  arguments,  they  knew  that  Brazil  was 
rich,  an  I  could  fee  no  realbn  why  all  that  it  pro- 
duced fhould  not  be  tranfported   into  Holland. 

There  were  likewife  other  things  that  gave 
them  no  fmall  uneafinefs.  Oppofite  to  the  Re- 
ceif,  there  lay  a  commodious  illand,  on  which 
count  Maurice  built  a  new  town,  chiefly  out  of 
the  ruins  of  the  city  of  Olinda,  fortified  it 
thoroughly,  and  gave  it  the  name  of  Maurice- 
burgh  :  this  town  growing  a  confiderable  place 
in  a  Ihort  time,  he  united  it,  by  a  ftone  bridge, 
to  the  Receif,  which  v/as  become  the  centre  of 
the  Dutch  commerce.  Though  all  this  was  done 
for  the  convenience  of  the  Dutch  inhabitants,  yet 
as  it  coft  forty  thoufand  pounds,  they  could  not 
help  grudging  the  expence. 

But  what  moft  difpleafed  them,  was  the  pa- 
lace count  Maurice  built  for  himfelf.  It  was  a 
very  ftately  rtructure,  Handing  in  the  moft  com- 
modious part  of  the  town,  in  the  midft  of  very 
6ne  gardens,  elegantly  laid  out,  and  planted 
N"  23.  3  Y 


with  various  kinds  of  cocoas,  and  with  lemons, 
citrons,  pomegranates,  figs  and  other  fruit  trees. 
This  palace  was  fo  contrived,  as  to  command 
the  moft  admirable  profpect  both  by  fea  and  land  : 
before  its  front  was  a  battery  of  marble,  rifing 
gradually  from  the  river  fide,  upon  which  were 
mounted  ten  large  pieces  of  brafs  cannon. 

Without  the  city  count  Maurice  had  alfo  a 
moft  magnificent  villa,  furrounded  with  fine 
gardens,  and  adorned  with  curious  filh-ponds  ; 
but  encompafled  with  ftrong  walls,  and  the 
whole  fo  difpofed  as  to  ferve  at  once  for  the  go- 
vernor's pleafure,  and  for  the  defence  of  the  city, 
which  it  covered  as  a  fort. 

The  count  alfo  laid  out  parks  and  meadows 
within  the  fortifications,  which,  while  duly  tak- 
en care  of,  produced  all  things  neceffary  for  the 
fubfiltence  of  the  garrifon,  and  were,  in  all  re- 
fpects,  equally  beautiful  and  commodious. 

In  this  manner  count  Maurice  employed  thofe 
riches  which  he  had  acquired  by  his  numerous 
victories  and  extenfive  conquefts,  and  which  a 
man  of  a  lefs  generous  temper,  would  have 
tranfported  to  Holland  as  his  private  fortune. 
But  thefe  marks  of  his  greatnefs  of  mind,  and 
public  fpirit,  which  ought  to  have  extinguished, 
ferved  only  to  nourifh  that  envy  which  had  been 
conceived  againft  him  ;  and  while  he  was  la- 
bouring to  extend  the  power  of  the  company  in 
Brazil,  the  directors  of  that  company  in  Holland 
were  employed  in  cenfuring  his  conduct,  and 
magnifying  his  extravagance  in  laying  out  fuch 
enormous  fums,  while  the  colony  produced  fo 
little  to  the  company's  ftock  :  whereupon  they 
formed  a  defign  of  recalling  him,  as  the  only 
means  of  making  the  colony  turn  to  good  ac- 
count, and  bring  in  fuch  a  revenue  as  might  an- 
fwer  the  expectations  of  the  company. 

In  the  mean  time  count  Maurice,  whofe  poli- 
tical genius  was  exceeded  by  nothing  but  his 
love  for  his  native  country,  formed  a  fcheme 
for  raifing  at  once  fuch  an  empire,  as,  if  fteadily 
purfued,  would  have  enabled  the  Dutch  to  bid 
defiance  to  the  rage  of  all  their  enemies.  He 
well  knew  that,  nowithftanding  the  prefent  flou- 
rifhing  appearance  of  the  Dutch  fettlement  in 
Brazil,  it  would,  unlefs  fupportcd  by  new  ac- 
quifitions,  foon  fink  to  nothing. 

Having  therefore  been  informed,  that  the  in- 
habitants of  Ghili,  which  lies  near  the  fouth  feas, 
on  the  back  of  Brazil,  had  driven  out  the  Spa- 
niards ;  he  conceived  a  defign  of  fettling  a  Dutch 
colony  there ;  which  under  pretence  of  afiifting 
the  natives  againft  their  late  imperious  mafters 
the  Spaniards,  he  imagined  might  eafily  be 
effected. 

His  fentiments  on  this  fubject  he  communi- 
cated to  the  ftates-general  •,  obferving  that  it 
would  put  them  in  polfefiion  of  an  extenfive  and 
fertile  country,  which  abounded  in  all  the  ne- 
ceffaries  of  life,  and  had  the  richeft  gold  mines 
in  the  world  :  that  it  would  humble  the  Spa- 
niards, and  open  a  trade  to  the  South  Seas  :  and 
that  it  would  firmly  cement  the  circle  of  their 
commerce,  as  that  colony,  together  with  Brazil, 
would  take  off  all  the  flavcs  procured  by  their 
fettlements  in  Africa. 

This  propofal  meeting  with  the  approbation 
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of  the  ftates,  they  appointed  captain  Henry 
Brewer,  to  fail  with  a  fquadron  of  five  ihips,  on 
board  of  which  were  eighteen  hundred  men. 

Captain  Brewer  failed  from  Holland  with  this 
fquadron  on  the  fixth  of  November  1642,  and 
arrived  at  Fernambuca  on  the  coaft  of  Brazil,  on 
the  twenty-fecond  of  December,  where,  having 
confuked  with  count  Maurice,  as  commander  in 
chief  for  the  Dutch  in  Brazil,  he  failed  from  Fer- 
nambuca on  the  fixteenth  of  January,  and  came 
in  fiaht  of  the  ftreights  Le  Make  on  the  fifth  of 
March,  where,  having  call  anchor  in  the  bay  of 
Statefland,  he  remained  till  the  twenty  fifth  of 
that  month  ;  then  failing  round  Cape  Horn,  af- 
ter having  fuffered  much  by  ftormy  weather, 
and  loft  the  company  of  one  of  his  Ihips,  he  ar 
rived  with  the  other  four  on  the  coaft  of  Chili, 
along  which  he  fteered  till  the  ninth  of  May, 
and  then  came  to  an  anchor  in  a  bay  of  the  South 
Sea,  in  forty-one  degrees  thirty  minutes  fouth 
latitude,  to  which  he  gave  the  name  of  Brewer's 
Haven. 

At  this  place  captain  Brewer  fent  on  more  an 
officer,  with  a  company  of  foldiers,  who  difco- 
vered  a  great  number  of  horfes,  oxen  and  fheep, 
and  fome  houfes  ;  but  the  inhabitants  were  fled. 
However,  they  imagined,  from  fome  large  wood- 
en crofTes  that  they  faw  fixed  at  the  entrance  of 
the  houfes,  that  the  Spaniards  were  in  pofleflion 
of  that  part  of  the  country  ;  and  going  on  fhore 
the  next  day,  they  faw  a  party  of  Spanifh  horfe, 
and  feveral  cannon  fhot  were  fired  at  their  boat. 

A  company  of  fifty  foldiers  being  fent  on  fhore 
on  the  twentieth  of  May,  they  difcoveved  the 
town  of  Carelmappa,  and  engaging  with  a  par- 
ty of  Spaniards,  confifting  of  ninety  horfe  and 
foot,  they  defeated  them  ;  whereupon  the  Spa- 
niards abandoning  the  town,  the  Dutch  took 
pofieflion  of  it,  and  remained  there  till  the  twen- 
ty fifth,  and  then  returned  to  their  fhips  :  hav- 
ing firft  killed  the  horfes  they  had  taken  in  the 
engagement,  and  then  fet  fire  to  the  town. 

Steering  hence  to  the  town  of  Caftro,  on  the 
ifland  of  Chiloe,  they  arrived  there  on  the  fixth 
of  June,  when  they  faw  on  the  coaft  a  large  body 
of  Spanifh  horfe  and  foot,  but  as  foon  as  the 
Dutch  landed  fome  of  their  foldiers,  the  inhabi- 
tants conveyed  all  their  valuable  effects  out  of 
the  town,  and  then  letting  it  on  fire,  abandoned 
it. 

The  town  of  Caftro  was  delightfully  fitua- 
ted  on  a  hill,  and  had  been  adorned  with  many 
magnificent  buildings.  The  fields  in  its  neigh- 
bourhood were  well  cultivated  ;  it  was  furround- 
ed  with  gardens  and  orchards,  and  notwithstand- 
ing its  being  now  winter,  the  fruit  remained  on 
many  of  the  trees. 

The  Dutch  having  taken  one  hundred  fheep 
and  fome  hogs  off* the  ifland,  reimbarked  on  the 
feventeenth  of  June,  and  returned  to  Brewer's 
Haven,  from  whence  they  intended  to  fail  to 
the  river  Baldivia  •,  but  the  wind  blowing  hard 
at  north,  they  went  back  to  Carelmappa,  at 
which  place  they  landed  a  company  of  foldiers, 
who  took  threeSpanifh  prifoners,  from  whom  they 
learnt  that  there  were  fome  gold  mines  at  Oforno, 
and  a  kill  greater  number  at  Baldivia  ;  but  that 
of  late  they  had  not  been  wrought,  becaule  fince 


the  general  revolt  in  1595,  the  Indians  had  not 
been  compelled  to  work  in  the  mines. 

By  an  old  Spanifh  woman  whom  they  had  ta- 
ken, they  were  informed,  that  before  the  above- 
mentioned  revolt,  the  Spaniards  lived  at  Oforno, 
in  a  very  fplendid  manner,  the  meaneft  of  them 
not  having  lefs  than  three  hundred  vafTals,  who 
were  obliged  to  pay  a  certain  weekly  tax  in  gold 
to  their  refpective  matters  ;  but  that  the  Spa- 
niards treating  thefe  poor  creatures  with  great 
cruelty,  a  general  infurrection  enfued,  when 
they  drove  the  tyrants  from  Oforno  and  other 
towns,  and  that  Carelmappa  and  St.  Michael 
de  Calembuco  were  now  almoft  the  only  pof- 
feflions  of  the  Spaniards  in  that  part  of  Chili  : 
that  fime  the  revolt,  the  Indians  of  Baldivia, 
Oforno,  and  five  other  towns,  had  maintained 
a  tolerable  correfponder.ee  with  the  Spaniards, 
till  very  lately,  when  they  had  again  taken  up 
arms  againft  them. 

Five  Indian  caciques,  who  came  on  board,  con- 
firmed the  truth  of  th..  intelligence 3  and  allured 
the  Dutch,  that  they  were  heartily  rejoiced  that 
they  were  come  to  aflift  them  againft  their  an- 
tient  enemies  :  to  which  the  Dutch  replied,  that 
they  had  brought  arms  to  exchange  with  the  na- 
tives, for  inch  commodities  as  Chili  produced, 
to  enable  them  to  carry  on  the  war  againft  the 
Spaniards,  and  that  they  would  afford  them  all 
pofiible  affiftance. 

In  aniwer  to  this  the  caciques  faid,  that  they 
lived  extremely  unhappy  under  the  Spanifh 
government  of  Carelmappa,  and  were  defirous 
of  getting  to  their  friends  at  Baldivia  and  Oforno  •, 
but  that  the  Spaniards  had  poffefied  themfelves 
of  all  the  pafies,  and  that  the  country  was  over- 
flowed by  the  winter  rains  ;  wherefore  they  de- 
fired  captain  Brewer  would  take  them  to  Baldi- 
via in  his  fhips  ;  to  which  he  readily  confented  : 
on  which  they  went  on  fhore,  to  inform  their 
friends  of  what  had  pafied,  and  make  the  ne- 
ceflary  preparations  for  the  voyage. 

Several  moie  of  the  natives  went  on  board 
the  next  day,  one  of  whom  brought  the  head  of 
a  Spaniard  whom  he  had  killed,  and  they  de- 
clared their  refolution  of  fhakingofr  the  Spanifh 
yoke  ;  whereupon  captain  Brewer  presented 
them  with  fome  powder,  ball,  fwords,  mufkets, 
and  fpears  •,  in  return  for  which  they  fent  him  a 
number  of  black  cattle. 

This  expedition  had  hitherto  fucceeded  ex- 
tremely well  ;  but  captain  Brewer  dying  on  the 
feventh  of  Auguft,  the  command  devolved  on 
captain  Hackerman,  whole  behaviour  was  lb  in- 
cautious, that  the  natives  foon  became  acquaint- 
ed with  the  real  motives  for  which  the  Dutch 
vifited  their  coaft  ;  and  they  thereupon  began 
to  entertain  fuch  jealoufies,  as,  in  the  fequel,  he 
found  it  impoflible  to  eradicate. 

Captain  Brewer  had  entertained  fuch  an  opi- 
nion of  the  fuccefs  of  the  enterprize,  that  on 
his  death  bed  he  had  requefted  his  countrymen 
to  take  his  body  with  them,  and  bury  it  at  Baldi- 
via, which  he  had  propofed  to  fortify  ;  and  had 
appointed  the  inhabitants  of  Chili  to  rendezvous 
there,  and  meet  the  fleet,  not  in  the  leaft  doubt- 
ing but  a  general  revolt  would  take  place  in 
their  favour.     In  a  word,  his  ambition  was  to 
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hp.ve  a  tomb  erected  there,  to  perpetuate  the 
memory  of'  what  he  had  undertaken  for  the  good 
of  his  cowfltFf. 

The  Dutch,  having  taken  on  board  four 
hundred  and  feventy  Chilefe,  who  had  fupplied 
them  with  cattle,  corn  and  other  neceffaries  for 
the  voyage,  fct  fail  for  the  river  of  Baldivia  on 
the  twemy-firft  of  Auguft,  and  arrived  there  on 
tiie  twenty-fourth  of  the  fame  month. 

T  laving  failed  about  half  a  league  up  the  river, 
they  obferved  three  channels,  and  taking  the 
middle  one,  had  the  misfortune  to  run  aground, 
fo  that  it  wasibme  days  before  they  could  get  all 
their  fliips  afloat.  When  they  arrived  at  Bal- 
divia, they  found  only  the  ruins  of  the  an- 
tient  gates,  which  were  built  verv  ftrong  and 
high,  but  the  town  was  over-run  with  bullies  and 
v,  eeds. 

At  this  place  the  Dutch  found  between  three 
and  four  hundred  Chilefe,  horfe  and  foot,  armed 
with  fptars,  eighteen  feet  long  •,  fome  of  whom 
going  on  board  to  welcome  their  arrival,  captain 
Hackerman  addrefled  them  by  an  interpreter, 
and  acquainted  them  that  the  Dutch,  being  in 
pofieffion  of  Brazil,  which  lay  on  the  fame  con- 
tinent, were  able  to  fupply  them  with  ammuni- 
tion and  arms.  He  promifed  them  his  affiftance 
in  driving  the  Spaniards  out  of  the  country,  and 
defired  them  to  enter  into  an  offenfive  and  de- 
fensive league  with  him.  He  likewife  delivered 
letters  from  the  Prince  of  Orange  to  the  fame 
purpofe  ;  for  as  neither  the  people  of  the  Eaft 
or  Weft  Indies  had  the  leaft  idea  of  a  republican 
form  of  government,  the  Dutch,  in  all  nego- 
tiations with  thofe  diftant  nations,  pretended  to 
be  authorized  by  the  Prince  of  Orange,  or  fome 
other  fingle  perfon,  whom  they  reprefented  as 
their  king. 

In  anfwer  hereto  the  caciques  faid,  that  they 
would  advife  with  their  brethren  of  Oforno  and 
Coeno,  and  then  return  to  Baldivia  •,  whereupon 
the  Dutch  proceeded  to  land  their  foldiers,  and 
the  commander  took  a  view  of  the  ground,  in 
order  to  build  a  fort. 

On  the  evening  of  that  fame  day,  above  a 
thoufand  Chilefe  arrived  from  Oforno  and  Coe- 
no, to  treat  with  the  Dutch  ;  and  the  next  morn- 
ing captain  Hackerman,  by  his  interpreter,  told 
them,  that  the  principal  motive  of  his  vovage 
was  to-affift  the  people  of  Chili,  the  fame  of 
whofe  actions  had  reached  even  to  Holland  : 
that  for  the  fpace  of  eighty  years  the  Dutch  had, 
like  them,  been  at  war  with  the  Spaniards,  for 
the  recovery  of  their  liberties,  which  at  length 
they  had  obtained  ;  and  that  if  the  Chilefe  would 
enter  into  a  confederacy  with  them,  they  were 
willing  to  fupply  them  with  cannon,  fmall  arms, 
and  ammunition,  in  exchange  for  the  produce  of 
Chili. 

The  caciques,  in  anfwer  to  this  fpeech,  faid, 
that  they  were  extremely  happy  in  meeting  with 
a  fupply  of  arms  from  fo  dilbant  a  country  as 
Holland,  and  that  they  would  deliberate  upon 
their  propofals. 

The  Dutch  now  enquired  if  they  could  be 
fupplied  with  provifions  ;  and  the  Chilefe  rea- 
dily promifed  to  bring  them  plenty  of  cattle  and 
corn  i  after  which  they  entered  into  a  verbal  al- 


liance ofTenfive  and  defenfive,  againft  the  Spa- 
niards :  but  the  Dutch  prefenting  fome  articles 
in  writing,  which  were  interpreted  to  them, 
they  refuted  to  execute  them,  alledging  that 
this  was  contrary  to  their  cuftoms,  and  that 
their  promifes  were  always  held  facred. 

After  this,  the  Dutch  began  to  build  a  fort  at 
Baldivia  ;  but  when  they  afked  the  caciques  for 
gold,  in  exchange  for  arms,  they  appeared  a- 
larmed,  and  jealous  of  their  new  allies ;  declar- 
ing that  they  never  made  any  ufe  of  that  metal; 
that  formerly  indeed  they  had  been  obliged  to 
pay  heavy  taxes  to  the  Spaniards  in  gold,  on 
pain  of  having  their  ears  and  nofes  cut  off,  which 
many  of  them  fuffered,  who  were  unable  to  pro- 
cure as  much  of  it  as  was  expected,  which  had 
given  them  fuch  an  averfion  to  it,  that  they  could 
not  bear  to  hear  it  named  ;  that  they  were  far 
from  efteeming  it,  as  they  found  all  ftrangers 
did  ;  and  therefore  were  very  free  from  many 
dangers  which  happened  to  the  admirers  of  that 
curied  metal. 

Captain  Hackerman  then  told  them,  that  he" 
was  not  come  to  exact  any  thing  of  them,  as 
the  Spaniards  had  done,  but  was  willing  to  give 
them  either  arms  or  merchandize  in  exchange 
for  their  gold  :  whereupon  the  caciques,  in- 
ilantly  perceiving  his  drift,  ftared  at  each  other 
without  returning  any  anfwer  ;  fo  that  though 
he  had  no  doubt  but  that  there  were  rich  mines 
in  the  country,  he  did  not  chufe  to  urge  them 
any  farther,  as  it  was  evident  that  they  were 
greatly  alarmed,  and  apprehended  that  the 
Dutch  would  treat  them  as  cruelly  as  the 
Spaniards  had  done,  for  the  fake  of  their 
gold. 

It  was  now  evident  to  captain  Hackerman, 
that  it  would  be  impolTible  for  him  to  maintain 
his  ground,  without  the  affiftance  of  the  na- 
tives, which  he  had  but  little  reafon  to  expect, 
and  therefore  he  fent  one  of  his  captains  with 
two  fhips  to  Fernambuca,  reprefenting  the  ftate 
of  his  affairs,  and  defiring  a  reinforcement.  In 
the  mean  time  he  continued  to  fortify  himfelf  at 
Baldivia,  that  he  might  be  enabled  to  defend 
himfelf  till  thefe  fupplies  fhould  arrive. 

In  lefs  than  a  week  after  this  exprefs  was  dis- 
patched, captain  Hackerman  clearly  perceived, 
that  however  the  Spaniards  and  Chilefe  might 
difagree,  the  latter  were  altogether  as  much  a- 
fraid  of  the  Dutch,  as  of  their  antient  enemies, 
and  would,  in  all  probability,  join  with  the  Spa- 
niards to  drive  them  out  of  the  country  -,  for  the 
next  time  he  met  the  caciques,  they  informed 
him  that  they  could  no  longer  fupply  him  with 
provifions  •,  and  even  endeavoured  to  alarm  him, 
by  reporting  that  the  Spaniards  were  affembling 
their  forces  by  fea  and  land,  to  drive  the  Dutch 
from  Baldivia. 

Not  long  after  this  he  deftroyed  his  new-erect- 
ed fortification,  and  re-imbarking  his  forces,  -fet 
fail  for  Brazil  on  the  twenty-eighth  of  October 
1643,  and  having  doubled  Cape  Horn,  arrived 
at  Fernambuca  in  Brazil,  on  the  twenty-eighth 
of  December. 

The  Dutch  Weft  India  company,  in  the  mean 
time,  carried  their  frugal  fcheme  into  execution, 
and  count  Maurice  being  grown  to  the  full   as 

weary 
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weary  of  their  management  as  they  were  of  his,  large  Ships,  with  near  three  thoufand  foldiers  on 

he  quitted  the  government  on  the  eleventh  of  board,  eighteen  companies  only  being  left   for 

May  1644,  after  he  had  held  it  eight  years-,  and  the  defence  of  the  Dutch  fettlements,  agreeable 

returned  into  Holland,  with  a  fleet  of  thirteen  to  the  parfimonious  inftructions  he  had  received. 


CHAP. 


III. 


The  Dutch  Wefi  India  company  being  determined  to  proceed  in  the  mojl  frugal  manner,  fend 
new  governors,  'who  leffen  the  expence  of  the  country,  and  increafe  their  immediate  profits  ; 
the  governors  neglecl  the  fortifications,  and  opprefs  the  Portuguefe  under  their  fubjeclion, 
upon  which  they  have  recourfe  to  arms,  and  after  a  long  war,  drive  out  the  L  utch  ;  the 
prefent  fiate  of  the  feveral  captainftrips  or  provinces  of  Brazil  defcribed,  together  with  their 
produce  ;  the  manner  of  making  clayed  fugar  ;  an  account  of  the  Brazil  tree  ;  an  account  of 
the  chief  cities  and  towns  of  each  province,  and  the  difcovery  of  gold  and  diamonds. 


TH  E  chief  perfons  who  were  fent  to  fuc- 
ceed  the  great  count  Maurice  of  Naffau, 
were  Mr.  Hamel,  a  merchant  of  Amster- 
dam, Mr.  Do  Bafis,  a  goldfmith  of  Harlaem, 
and  Mr.  Bulleftraat,  a  carpenter  of  Middle- 
burgh  ;  all  men  of  good  fenfe  and  integrity,  zea- 
lous in  promoting  what  they  thought  the  intereft 
of  die  company,  but  totally  unacquainted  with 
the  art  of  governing. 

They  compelled  the  Portuguefe,  who  lived 
under  them,  to  pay,  within  a  fhort  time,  what 
they  owed  the  company  •,  but  by  the  methods 
they  took  to  do  this,  they  loft  their  hearts  for 
ever.  They  furnifhed  thefe  Portuguefe  with 
fire  arms  and  powder  at  a  moft  extravagant  rate. 
They  fent  over  to  Holland  the  produce  of  thofe 
lands  which  count  Maurice  had  afllgned  for 
maintaining  the  fortifications,  which  were  fuffer- 
ed  to  run  to  ruin.  They  gave  licences  on  very 
eafy  terms  to  the  foldiers  to  return  home,  by 
which  the  expence  of  the  army  was  confiderably 
leSSened  ;  but  at  the  fame  time  the  government 
itielf  was  endangered. 

A  Dutch  writer,  who  was  on  the  fpot,  tells 
us,  that  in  the  fecond  year  of  thefe  Gentlemen's 
adminiftration,  there  was  a  greater  quantity  of 
fugar  fent  to  Holland  than  in  any  preceeding 
year,  which  as  an  Englifh  writer  obierves,  was 
neither  more  nor  lefs  than  felling  all  Dutch  Bra- 
zil for  one  year's  purchafe. 

The  Portuguese  viceroy  at  that  time  was  Don 
Antonio  Tellez  de  Silva,  a  man  formed  by  na- 
ture for  the  execution  of  that  employment  at  that 
particular  juncture.  As  foon  as  he  was  inform- 
ed that  count  Maurice  was  gone,  and  had  taken 
with  him  two  thirds  of  the  force  of  Brazil,  he 
formed  a  defign  of  getting  rid  of  the  Dutch  en- 
tirely ;  and  therefore  infinuated  to  thofe  Portu- 
guefe who  were  in  fubjeclion  to  the  Dutch,  that 
they  were  only  labouring  for  ftrangers  of  ano- 
ther religion  ;  whereas  they  might  be  mafters  of 
all  they  now  farmed  at  a  high  rent,  if  their  king 
was  but  reltored  to  his  juft  rights. 

Thefe  fuggeftions  had  the  defired  effect  ■,  but 
the  perion  who  undertook  to  manage  the  whole 
affair  of  recovering  the  country,  was  Juan  Fer- 
nandez Viera,  who  having  been  originally  a 
butcher's  boy,  was  afterwards  page  to   one  of 


the  magiftrates  of  Olinda,  while  poffefled  by  the 
Portuguefe.  He  became  afterwards  a  kind  of 
factor,  or  manager  for  the  Dutch,  and  by  his 
induftry  and  art  grew  exceffively  rich,  being  maf- 
ter  of  four  fugar  plantations,  and  intrufted  with 
the  care  of  many  more.  Viera  having  laid  the 
fcheme  of  the  confpiracy,  fent  it  over  to  Portu- 
gal by  a  perfon  who  was  not  at  all  acquainted 
with  the  defign  •,  after  which  he  fent  a  relation 
of  his  to  Court,  with  a  letter  recommending  him- 
felf  to  the  king  of  Portugal,  by  which  he  got 
the  command  of  a  troop  of  horfe,  and  then  acted 
as  agent  for  the  confpirators. 

Forefeeing  that  this  muft  neccflarily  reach  the 
ears  of  the  Dutch,  he  went  direclly  to  the  coun- 
cil, and  readily  owned  what  he  had  done,  at  the 
fame  time  offering  to  give  Security  for  his  beha- 
viour, which  he  eafily  obtained  ;  two  of  the 
richeft  Portuguefe  in  the  Dutch  territories  be- 
coming bound  for  him,  who  were  as  deeply 
concerned  in  the  confpiracy  as  himfelf. 

It  may  be  wondered  that  this  fecurity  was 
accepted;  but  as  Viera  owed  the  chief  perfons  in 
the  adminiftration  upwards  of  two  hundred  thou- 
fand florins,  they  did  not  think  it  adviieable  to 
ruin  him  :  fo  that  by  this  admirable  contrivance 
he  fecured  his  liberty,  which  he  made  ufe  of  to 
carry  on  this  great  defign,  in  which  he  was  affiS- 
ted  by  Antonio  Cavalcante  and  Amador  Ara- 
goufa,  who  were  equally  deep  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Dutch  affairs,  and  determined,  like 
him,  to  contribute  as  much  as  they  were  able  to 
the  destruction  of  thofe  who  trufted  them. 

The  day  fixed  for  the  execution  of  this  plot, 
was  the  twenty-fourth  of  June  1 645,  when  one 
of  the  daughters  of  Antonio  Cavalcante  was  to 
be  married,  and  a  grand  entertainment  given  at 
the  houfe  of  Viera,  to  which  moft  of  the  officers 
and  principal  perfons  in  the  company's  fervice 
were  invited,  and  where,  without  doubt,  they 
would  have  been  all  feized,  if  not  murdered,  had 
not  the  defign  been  difcovered,  the  very  evening 
before  it  was  to  have  been  executed. 

A  Ship  that  arrived  at  this  junclure  from  Am- 
fterdam,  brought  letters  from  the  directors  of 
the  Dutch  Weft  India  Company,  giving  an  ac- 
count that  the  minister  from  the  States-general 
at  the    court  of  Portugal,  had  difcovered  that 
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at  conspiracy  was  carrying  on  in  Brazil  ; 
and  that  they  would  do  well  to  enquire  what 
fupplies  had  been  lately  lent  to  that  country  from 
Portugal. 

This  enquiry  produced  fuch  difcoveries  as 
ftruck  the  Dutch  with  univerfal  confternation, 
which  gave  Viera  and  his  afibciates  time  to  ef- 
cape  into  the  woods,  where  they  had  immediate 
recourfe  to  arms. 

Vicra  now  aflumed  the  title  of  general,  and 
commander  in  chief,  aflifted  by  colonel  Diaz, 
with  a  few  Portuguefe  troops,  and  colonel  Ca- 
meron at  the  head  of  a  numerous  body  of  Bra- 
zilians. With  this  army  he  fixed  his  head  quar- 
ters at  Pojug,  a  town  between  the  Receif  and 
cape  St.  Auguftine,  fo  that  this  hidden  and  un- 
expected war  broke  out  in  the  very  midft  of  the 
Dutch  dominions  ;  at  the  fame  time  Antonio 
Cnvalcante  railed  another  part  of  the  country, 
and  Amador  Aragoufa  at  the  head  of  a  flying 
party,  was  burning  and  deftroying  all  the  Dutch 
plantations  without  mercy. 

In  this  dreadful  lkuation  the  council  aflem- 
blcd  all  the  troops  they  were  able,  and  at  the 
fame  time  published  a  proclamation,  promifmg 
pardon  to  all  who  fhould  fubmit  and  return  to 
their  duty,  excepting  only  Viera,  Cavalcante  and 
Aragoufa.  * 

The  perfon  they  made  choice  of  to  command 
their  iorces,  was  lieutenant  colonel  Huys,  to 
whom  they  gave  the  title  of  general ;  but  the 
troops  he  got  together  were  few  in  number,  and 
very  ill  provided. 

Belides  this,  the  council  havina;  a  mind  to  ne- 
gotiate,  fent  the  captains  Vander  Voord  and 
Dirk  it  Hoogfirate  to  the  viceroy,  at  the  bay 
of  All  Saints,  to  complain  of  the  infraction  of 
the  truce,  which  had  ftill  four  years  to  come. 
The  viceroy,  receiving  thefe  gentlemen  with 
great  civility,  prudently  told  them,  that  he  was 
reibonfible  for  the  conduct  of  the  inhabitants  of 
that  part  of  Brazil,  fubje  t  to  the  crown  of  Por- 
tugal •,  and  if  they  had  broken  the  truce,  he 
would  have  given  them  all  reafonable  fatisfacti- 
on  •,  but  with  refpect  to  the  Portuguefe  fettled 
in  the  Dutch  dominions,  if,  provoked  by  op- 
prellion,  they  had  taken  up  arms,  it  was  what 
he  could  not  help,  and  it  was  very  unjuft  to  ex- 
pect that  he  mould  be  anfwerable  for  their 
conduit. 

This  was  his  declaration  in  public  ;  but  in  a 
private  converfation  with  captain  Hoogftrate, 
;  he  drew  him  over  to  his  intereft,  and  prevailed 
upon  him  to  refolve  upon  giving  up  the  impor- 
tant poft  of  cape  St.  Auguftine,  of  which  he  was 
governor. 

General  Huys  in  the  mean  time,  attacked 
colonel  Cameron,  but  had  the  misfortune  to  be 
beat  with  the  lofs  of  one  hundred  men.  Soon 
after  this,  the  Portuguefe  fleet,  under  the  com- 
mand or  admiral  Salvador  Correa  de  Bonavides 
appeared  upon  the  coaft  ;  and  though  his  fleet 
was  very  numerous,  yet  the  Dutch  admiral  Lich- 
thart,  who  had  only  five  men  of  war,  offered 
him  battle  ;  but  the  Portuguefe  commander  re- 
filled it,  alledging  that  he  had  no  orders  to  act 
againft  the  Dutch,  and  that  all  his  bufinefs  was 
to  land  a  body  of  men  in  his  maftef.s  dominions, 
N?23. 


which  he  accordingly  did  ;  but  thofe  men,  with- 
out any  ceremony,  entered  the  Dutch  territories^ 
and  made  themfelves  mailers  of  all  the  places 
that  fell  in  their  way. 

Hereupon  the  Dutch  council  fent  orders  to 
general  Huys  to  retreat  •,  but  he,  waiting  for  a 
captain,  whom  he  had  fent  to  conduct  lb  me  la- 
dies, and  bring  fome  rich  effects  out  of  the 
country,  had  the  misfortune  to  be  furrounded 
by  the  Portuguefe,  defeated,  and  taken  pri- 
loner. 

Orders  were  now  difpatched  to  admiral  Lich- 
thart  to  attack  the  Portuguefe  Ihips  whenever 
he  had  an  opportunity  ;  and  he  exerted  on  this 
occaficn  the  lame  fpirit  and  conduct  which  he 
had  fo  often  fhewn  upon  others  •,  for  with  four 
Ihips,  a  frigate,  and  a  bark,  he  attacked  the 
Portuguefe  fleet  of  feventeen  fail,  took  three  of 
the  largeft  Ihips,  together  with  the  admiral  ; 
killed  leven  hundred  men,  and  burnt  and  funk 
almolt  all  the  other  veflels  ;  which  raifed  the 
hopes  of  his  countrymen,  fo  that  they  began  to 
expect  better  fuccefs  for  the  future. 

But  thefe  hopes  were  very  foon  dallied  by  their 
receiving  the  unexpected  news  of  the  lofs  of  St. 
Auguftine,which  was  given  up  by  captain  Hoog- 
ftrate, in  confequence  of  the  abovementioned 
agreement  with  the  viceroy.  For  this  infamous 
action  he  received  the  fum  of  eighteen  thoufand 
florins,  which  he  employed  in  raifing  a  regiment 
of  fix  hundred  and  fifty  Brazilians,  of  which  he 
was  made  colonel  by  the  Portuguefe,  and  be- 
haved with  fidelity  and  courage  in  the  fervice  of 
his  new  mafter. 

The  Portuguefe,  from  the  fuperiority  of  their 
numbers,  now  made  fuch  difpatch  in  moft  of 
their  expeditions,  that  in  a  fhort  time  almoft  all 
the  ftrong  places  in  the  captainlhip  ofFemam- 
buca  furrendered  to  him  ;  and  at  length  they 
blocked  up  the  Receif,  the  only  ftrong  place 
remaining  in  the  hands  of  the  Dutch,  and  re- 
duced thofe  in  it  to  very  great  hardfhips. 

When  an  account  of  thefe  proceedings  arri- 
ved in  Holland,  the  people  were  fo  irritated, 
that,  in  their  firft  fury,  they  furrounded  the 
houfe  of  the  Portuguefe  ambaftador,  which 
they  would  certainly  have  pulled  down,  but  for 
the  prudent  interpofition  of  the  Prince  of  O- 
range. 

The  Portuguefe  ambaffador  endeavoured  to 
perfuade  the  States  General,  that  his  mafter  had 
no  concern  in  the  proceedings  in  Brazil,  and 
that  the  viceroy  had  never  given  any  kind  of 
countenance  to  Viera.  But  the  Dutch  were  fo 
far  from  giving  credit  to  him,  that  they  imme- 
diately equipped  a  fleet  of  fifty-two  men  of  war, 
under  the  command  of  M.  Blankert,  admiral  of 
Zealand,  whom  they  declared  admiral  of  Bra- 
zil, Guinea,  and  Angola  •,  and  with  him  they 
fent  colonel  Schuppen,  and  colonel  Henderfon, 
who  had  ferved  under  count  Maurice  with  great 
reputation  •,  and  thus  an  open  war  commenced 
between  Portugal  and  Holland  in  the  Weft 
ladies. 

But  perhaps  no  fleet  ever  met  with  fo  many 

unfortunate  accidents    and  delays   as   this  did  ; 

for  within  two   days   after  they    failed  from  the 

Texel,  they  were  forced  to  anchor  in  the  Downs, 

3   Z  where 
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where  they  loft  two  fhips  in  a  ftorm.  Sailing 
from  thence,  they  were  forced  into  the  I  fie  of 
Wight,  where  the  firft  thing  that  met  their  fight, 
was  the  wreck  of  a  large  Dutch  merchantman 
from  Brazil,  the  cargo  of  which,  to  the  value 
of  two  millions,  was  entirely  loft,  and  only  thirty 
peribns  laved  out  of  diree  hundred.  In  the  port 
of  St.  Helen's  they  remained  wind-bound  fe- 
ven  weeks  ;  and  on  their  putting  again  to  fea, 
met  with  a  ftorm,  by  which  they  fufFered  confi- 
derably. 

They  met  with  many  more  accidents  before 
they  arrived  at  the  Receif,  where  they  found  the 
people  reduced  to  fuch  extremity,  that  they  were 
on  the  point  of  furrendering  to  the  enemy,  or 
feeking  a  certain  death  by  the  fword,  rather  than 
to  expect  a  lingering  one  by  famine. 

By  the  help  of  thefe  reinforcements,  the  war 
was  ftill  continued,  and  fome  fmall  advantages 
gained  :  but  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1647, 
the  Dutch  were  again  blocked  up  in  the  Receif, 
where  their  whole  force  confided  of  but  efghteen 
hundred  men,  with  which  they  made   a  gallant 

.  jnce  :  but  on  the  fixteenth  of  May  they  de- 
termined to  fally  out  with  their  whole  ftrength  ; 
but  being  overpowered  by  numbers,  they  were 
defeated,  and  loft  eleven  hundred  men,  moft  of 
their  officers,  nineteen  colours,  and  all  the  ar- 
tillery and  ammunition  they  had  carried  with 
them. 

This  great  misfortune  prevented  their  making 
any  more  failles  •,  but  by  lefiening  their  num- 
ber lb  much,  enabled  them  to  make  a  longer 
defence,  fince  their  provifions,  which  otherwife 
would  only  have  lafted  three  months,  were  now 
fufficient  for  feven. 

The  Portuguefe  now  made  fuch  an  irrefiftible 
progrefs,  and  the  difafters  that  attended  the 
Dutch,  followed  lb  dole  on  each  other,  that  no- 
thing feemed  capable  of  preventing  their  total 
ruin  in  that  part  of  the  world.  This  actually 
produced  a  kind  of  national  deipair,  which  haft- 
ened  the  ruin  that  was  forefeen.  The  province 
of  Zealand  recalled  admiral  Blanker?.,  with  whom 
returned  moft  of  the  officers  that  had  been  fent 
With  him. 

The  difficulties  they  had  encountered  when 
:  d  bound,  were  repeated  on  their  return  : 
the  admiral  died  before  the  fleet  arrived  in  Hol- 
land, as  did  feveral  of  the  officers  almoft  as  foon 
as  they  came  on  fhore  :  but  the  Sieur  Shuk,  who 
had  been  fent  home  by  the  adminiftration  in  Brazil, 
furvivcd  ;  and  on  his  application  to  the  States, 
gave  them  fo  affecting  an  account  of  the  fitua- 
tion  of  affairs  in  that  country,  that  they  relblved 
to  make  one  ftrenuous  effort,  to  preferve  fo  va- 
luable an  acquifitioh;  and  accordingly  gave  or- 
ders for  equipping  a  fleet  of  fifty  large  men  of 
war,  and  embarking  therein  fix  thoufand  regu- 
lar  troops,  the  command  of  which  they  gave  to 
admiral  Witte-Wittezen,  efteemed  at  that  time 
the  ableft  officer  in  their  fervice. 

The  crown  of  Portugal  was  fo  alarmed  by  this 
armament,  that  orders  were  fent  to  the  Portu- 
guefe ambafTador  then  refiding  in  Holland,  to 
promife  the  States  any  thing  which  might  pre- 
vent their  profecuting  this  de'fign  •,  but  the 
Dutch  r  at  this  time  the  melancholy  ac- 


count of  what  had  happened  at  the  Receif,  de- 
termined not  to  be  the  dupes  of  fuch  a  negotia- 
tion ;  and  therefore  towards  the  end  of  the  year 
1650,  they  net  only  difpatched  the  fleet  under 
Witte-Wittezen,  butlikewife  determined  to  fend 
after  him  another  fleet,  with  between  five  and 
fix  thoufand  men  more. 

The  admiral,  after  fuffering  greatly  by  ftorms 
and  tempefts,  arrived  at  length  on  the  coaft  of 
Fernambuca,  where,  inftead  of  a  healthy  colo- 
ny, he  found  a  perfect  hofpital  of  fick,  maimed 
and  infirm  people  ;  and  in  the  room  of  thofe 
fortreffes  he  was  to  have  relieved,  a  number  of 
church-yards  filled  with  the  bodies  of  thole  who 
had  been  before  fent  on  the  fame  errand  :  for  the 
Portuguefe,  Brazilian:,  and  Negroes,  living  en 
the  natural  produce  of  the  country,  were  healthy 
and  robuft  ;  whereas  the  Dutch,  fubfifting  en- 
tirely on  the  provifions  fent  them  item  Europe, 
and  being  pent  up  in  the  garrifon,  grew  pale  and 
feeble,  and  died  in  great  numbers. 

The  fight  of'  thefe  objects  fo  affected  the  ad- 
miral, that  notwithftanding  the  orders  he  had 
received,  he  was  determined  not  to  bury  his 
people  here,  but  to  return  home  immediately, 
which  he  accordingly  did,  leaving  things  in  a 
much  worfe  fituation  th^n  when  he  found  them  •, 
and  the  Weft  India  company  oppreffed  by  a- hea- 
vy debt,   occafioned  by  this  expedition. 

On  the  admiral's  return,  fuch  an  outcry  was 
railed  againft  him,  that  the  ftates  were  under  a 
neceflity  of  committing  him  to  prifon  :  but  he 
foon  juftified  himfelf  to  the  fatisfaclion  of  every 
perfon,  except  the  members  of  the  Weft  India 
company,  on  whole  directors  at  home  and  in 
Brazil,  he  laid  the  blame  of  all  their  hrifcar- 
riages. 

It  would  be  ufelefs  to  purfue  this  fubjecl  more 
particularly  from  this  time  till  the  total  exclu- 
fion  of  the  Dutch,  as  it  would  be  only  repeat- 
ing fimilr.r  fatts  to  thofe  already  related.  Let 
it  therefore  fuffice  to  fay,  that  towards  the  end 
of  the  year  1653,  the  Portuguefe,  who  now 
publickly  fupported  Viera,  lent  a  fleet  of  fixteen 
large  men  of  war,  to  attack  the  Receif  by  lea, 
and  to  blow  up  part  of  its  fortifications,  which 
fo  terrified  the  Dutch  garrifon,  that  they  abfo- 
lutely  refufed  to  fight  ;  and  the  next  year  they 
furrendered  all  their  poffeffiens,  and  in  1 655  they 
returned  to  Holland. 

There  is  no  poffibility  of  defcribing  what  an 
uproar  this  raifed  in  that  country,  the  people  in 
general  being  clamorous  for  juftice  on  general 
Sigifmund  Schuppen,  who  had  commanded  in 
chief  for  many  years,  and  was  governor  of  the 
Receif  at  the  time  it  furrendered. 

The  ftates,  to  fecure  him  and  his  officers  from 
the  rage  of  the  mob,  committed  him  to  prifon, 
and  granted  the  general  the  only  favour  he  de- 
manded, which  was  to  be  permitted  to  make  a 
public  defence  •,  whe.e'.n  he  laid  open  fo  clearly, 
his  own  long  and  faithful  fervices  to  his  country ; 
recapitulated  all  their  fucceffes  during  the  ad- 
miniftration of  count  Maurice,  and  gave  fo  juft 
a  picture  of  the  miferies  they  had  fuffered  fince 
he  went  thither  lad,  that  his  judges  acquit- 
ted him,  while  the  auditors  wept  with  con- 
cern. 

When 
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When  count  Maurice,  after  eight  years  rcfi- 
dence  in  Brazil,  quitted  that  government,  he 
left  them  (even  captainfhips,  one  city,  thirty 
large  towns,  forty-five  regular  fortrefies,  nine- 
teen I'ail  of  good  fllipfe,  three  thouiand  regular 
troops,  twenty  thouiand  Dutch  of  both  iexes, 
and  all  ag<   •  thoufand  negroes,  and  above 

double  that  number  of  Brazilians. 

The  colony  at  that  time  yielded  twenty-five 
thouiand  clieils  of  fugar  annually,  and  a  car- 
penter, cooper  or  fmuh,  could  earn  rive  or  fix 
guilders  a  day,  and  live  comfortably  upon  one  : 
but  the  p^rlimonious  proceedings  of  the  Weft 
India  company  had  id  ill  an  effect,  that  after 
millions  had  been  fpent  upon  the  colony  for  ten 
years  together,  and  the  lofs  of  feveral  thouiand 
perfons,  who  went  thither  from  time  to  time, 
there   returned   to  Holland  in  1655,  only  be- 

ui  fix  and  feven  hundred  perfons  of  all  ranks 
5,  none  cf  whom  were  worth  a  ftiil- 

Ti  e  Dutch  now  declared  war  againft  Portu- 
gal, by  which  their  Eaft  India  company   were 
iners ;  but  the  nation  itfelf  locfing  very 
.-,  they  were  glad  at  the  end  of  five 
irs  to  conclude  a  peace,  which  was  done  thro' 
mediation  of  Charles  the  fecond  kino;  of  En- 
gland. 

From  the  time  that  the  Dutch  abandoned  Bra- 
ail,  the  Portuguese  have  been  in  peaceable  pol- 
fefiion  of  that  country-,  but  they  fuffer  no  fhips 
to  trade  thither,  except  their  own.  All  the  trade 
of  the  five  northern  captainlhips,  viz.  Paria,  Ma- 
sagnan,  Siara,  Rio  Grande,  and  ]  a,  is  car- 

ried on  at  the  laft  mentioned  port,  which  lies  on 
a  river  of  the  fame  name,  at  the  diftance  of  a- 
bout  five  leagues  from  the  fea. 

Paraiba  is  a  line  and  well  peopled  town,  and 
there  are  annually  feven  or  eight  Ihips  fent  thi- 
ther from  Lifbon  and  Oporto,  of  the  burden  of 
two  hundred  tons  each.  Their  lading  confifts 
chiefly  of  fugar,  of  which  they  make  more  in 
the  northern  captainships  than  in  the  fouth  ;  ef- 
ally  fince  the  difcovery  of  the  gold  mines, 
which  has  made  the  fouthern  inhabitants  negli- 
gent with  regard  to  cultivation. 

The  fugar  of  Brazil  was  the  firft  that  was 
brought  to  Europe,  the  Portuguese  having  e- 
recled  their  works  in  this  country  as  early  as  the 
year  1580  ;  and  their  being  lb  long  in  poffeffion 
of  it,  has  made  them  more  careful  in  the  ma- 
nagement of  their  fugar  than  any  ether  nation  ; 
fo  that  even  now  the  clayed  fugars  from  Brazil, 
are  finer  and  whiter  than  ours,  and  yet  the  me- 
thod of  preparing  it  is  no  fecret. 

When  the  fugar  is  put  into  the  pots,  and  by 
the  draining  out  the  melaffes,  is  funk  two  or 
three  inches  below  the  brim,  they  fcrape  off  a 
thin  hard  cruft  that  is  found  on  the  top  of  the 
fugar,  and  then  pour  in  their  mixture  for  refining 
it,  which  is  nothing  more  than  a  fine  foft  white 
clay,  beat  and  mixed  with  water,  till  it  is  of  the 
confiftence  of  cream  :  with  this  they  fill  up  the 
pot,  and  the  white  water  paries  quite  through  in 
ten  or  twelve  days,  whitening  all  the  fugar, 
while  the  thick  body  of  clay  lodges  at  the  top, 
and  is  eafily  taken  off  with  a  knife. 

They  alio  bring  woods  for  the  dyer's  ufe,  fe- 


veral kinds  cf  drugs,  and  ether  valuable  com- 
modities from  Paraiba,  which  is  the  leaft  fre- 
quented port  in  Brazil  :  however,  theft  northern 
captainfhips  are  beft  peopled,  and  their  inhabi- 
tants are  eafy  in  their  circuinftances,  though 
there  have  been  as  yet  no  mines  wrought  in 
theft  parts,  nbtwitlutandjrig  fome  Spanifh  wri- 
ters affirm,  that  from  the  appearance  of  the  foil 
on  the  fides  of  the  mountain?,  it  is  highly  pro- 
bable they  are  rich  in  filver. 

The  trade  of  Tarfiaraca,  which  lies  next  to 
Paraiba,  is  carried  on  at  the  city  of  Olinda.  This 
city,  which  the  Portuguefe  rebuilt,  after  count 
Maurice  demoliflied  it,  is  fituatcd  on  a  hill  not 
far  from  the  fea,  which  renders  the  ftreets  un- 
even and  incommodious.  The  port  likewife  is 
narrow,  and  the  entry  into  it  extremely  difficult; 
yet  there  is  a  coniiderable  refort  thither  of  fhips 
from  the  other  parts  of  Brazil,  and  from  the  Ca- 
naries •,  and  there  is  an  annual  fleet  from  Lifbon," 
confiding  of  about  thirty  fail,  efcorted  by  a  man 
of  war. 

Thefe  merchantmen  are  about  the  burden  of 
thofe  fent  to  Paraiba,  and  their  cargoes  confift 
chiefly  of  fugar  and  Brazil  wood,  which  laft  is 
fuppofed  to  be  the  beft  of  the  kind  in  the  world. 
There  are  feveral  different  forts  of  this  wood, 
fuch  as  the  Brazil  of  Japan,  brazil  of  Lamon, 
that  of  St.  Martha,  and  Brazilletto  from  Ja- 
maica and  the  Leeward  Iflands  ;  but  the  very 
beft  comes  frcm  Brazil  itfelf,  and  the  beft  of  that 
grows  at  Fernambuca. 

The  brazil  tree  commonly  grows  in  dry  bar- 
ren places,  and  among  rocks,  is  very  large  and 
thick,  and  the  timber  is  generally  crooked  and 
knotty.  It  bears  flowers  of  a  very  beautiful 
bright  red,  which  have  a  very  fragrant  fmell, 
and  inftead  of  hurting,  as  moft  perfumes  do,  it 
cherifhes  and  ftrengthens  the  brain.  Though 
the  tree  is  very  large,  it  is  covered  with  fo  thick 
a  bark,  that  when  the  Brazilians  have  ftripped 
it  off,  a  tree  as  thick  as  a  man's  body  is  left  no 
thicker  than  the  calf  of  his  leg.  The  wood  is 
very  heavy,  dry  and  hard  •,  it  cracks  much  in 
the  fire,  but  fcarce  raifes  any  fmoke. 

That  which  is  the  thickeft,  foundeftand  hard- 
eft,  is  efteemed  the  beft.  It  ought  alfo  upon 
Splitting  to  turn  from  a  pale  to  a  deep  red  :  and 
upon  chewing  the  chips  of  it,  the  belt  fort  yields 
a  fweet  flavour,  not  unlike  fugar.  The  turners 
put  this  wood  to  various  ufes,  and  it  takes  a 
very  gcod  polifti ;  but  it  is  ufed  chiefly  in  dy- 
ing, in  which  it  yields  a  very  bright  red. 

From  the  Brazil  wood  one  kind  of  carmine 
is  made,  by  beating  it  in  a  mortar  with  leaf  gold, 
fteeped  in  white  wine  vinegar,  and  afterwards 
boiling  it,  when  it  yields  a  thick  fcum,  which 
being  carefully  taken  off,  dried,  and  reduced  to 
powder,  becomes  carmine  :  but  this  is  far  in- 
ferior to  what  is  made  of  cochineal. 

The  bay  of  Bahia,  or  as  the  Portuguefe  call 
it,  the  bay  of  All  Saints,  is  the  next  captain- 
fliip.  This  bay  is  about  twelve  leagues  over  ; 
but  in  feveral  places  is  fcarcely  navigable,  on 
account  of  fhoals  and  land-banks.  In  this  bay 
there  are  feveral  fin  all  iflands,  on  which  the 
Portuguefe  have  plantations  of  tobacco  and 
fugar-,  and  they  have  likewife  very  good  fifheries 

on 
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on    the    coafts    of  the    iflands,    and    on    the 
banks. 

The  city  of  St.  Salvador  lies  at  the  entrance  of 
the  bay,  in  fourteen  degrees  fouth  latitude,  and 
is  at  prefent  the  centre  of  the  Portuguefe  trade  in 
this  part  of  the  world.  It  has  a  very  fine  port, 
which  by  a  little  induftry,  might  be  rendered  ftill 
more  commodious. 

St.  Salvador  is  at  prefent  the  feat  of  an  arch- 
bifhop,  and  is  divided  into  the  upper  and  lower  : 
we  fhall  begin  with  defcribing  the  latter,  in  which 
refide  all  the  merchants  and  people  of  bufinefs, 
and  perhaps  there  is  not  in  the  world  a  place  of 
its  fize  of  greater  trade.  It  lies  at  the  foot  of  a 
hill  which  is  exceffively  fteep.  There  is  in  it  a 
royal  arfenal,  befides  the  king's  warehoufes  and 
magazines,  which  are  large,  well  filled,  and 
kept  in  excellent  order.  There  is  likewife  a 
very  fine  yard  for  building  fhips,  which  are  not 
only  built  here  at  lefs  expence  than  in  Europe, 
but  are  likewife  more  ferviceable  than  European 
veffels,  becaufe  the  timber  has  the  peculiar  ad- 
vantage of  the  worms  being  unable  to  penetrate 
it. 

The  upper  town  is  feated  on  the  fummit  of 
the  hill  ;  the  houfes  are  large,  and  tolerably 
convenient ;  but  the  inequality  of  the  ground  on 
which  they  ftand,  fpoils  their  appearance,  and 
renders  the  ftreets  very  difagreeable.  The  great 
fquare  is  in  the  middle  of  the  town,  and  the  four 
fides  of  this  fquare  are  taken  up  with  the  vice- 
roy's palace,  the  townhoufe,  the  mint,  and  other 
public  buildings,  which  are  built  of  ftone  brought 
from  Portugal  ;  this  country  producing  none  fit 
for  the  purpofe. 

The  Jeiuit's  college  is  by  far  the  largeft  and 
moft  finifhed  building  in  the  city,  more  efpecial- 
ly  the  iacnfty,  which  is  lined  throughout  with 
the  moft  beautiful  tortoife-fhell,  wrought  and 
mixed  together  in  the  moft  elegant  tafte.  There 
are  feveral  very  fine  churches,  and  particularly 
that  of  the  Benedictine  Abbey,  which  has  not 
been  finifhed  many  years,  is  thought  by  fome 
perfons  to  rival  the  Jefuit's  College. 

The  Cathedral,  though  at  a  diftance  it  appears 
to  be  the  nobleft  ftructure  of  them  all,  is  far 
from  appearing  either  neat  or  regular  when  ex- 
amined ;  but  in  richnefs  of  gilding  it  is  fr.id  to 
be  equal,  if  not  fuperior  to  any  church  in  Ame- 
rica. 

There  is  among  the  convents  in  this  capital, 
one  very  remarkable,  of  the  order  of  St.  Clare, 
and  another  deftined  for  the  ufe  of  fuch  young 
girls  as  are  expofcd  and  abandoned  by  their  pa- 
rents. It  is  amazing  to  fee  how  thefe  foundlings 
are  confidered  in  this  country ;  the  king  adopts 
them  all,  and  the  ladies  of  the  firft  quality  fre- 
quently take  them  home,  when  at  a  proper  age, 
and  bring  them  up  as  their  own. 

The  city  is  fortified  by  a  large  fquare  fort  at 
point  St.  Antonio,  and  below  it  a  fmaller,  with 
ten  large  pieces  of  cannon  ;  which  two  fortreffcs 
command  the  mouth  of  the  bay.  They  have 
alfo  a  ftrong  fort  called  die  caftle  of  St.  Peter, 
and  they  have  a  large  fortrefs  in  the  middle  of 
the  harbour.  Between  Montferat  and  the  city 
is  a  fine  citadel,  which  is  a  regular  fquare,  ad- 
mirably fortified  in  every  refpect,  and  well  fur- 


nifhed  with  brafs  cannon.  At  the  point  of 
Monferat  they  have  a  fmall,  but  ftrong  fort,  with 
twelve  pieces  of  heavy  cannon.  Befides  thefe 
they  have  a  fortrefs  between  St.  Antonio,  and 
the  city,  where  they  make  their  gunpowder ; 
and  they  have  another  powder  warehoufe,  which 
lies  on  the  other  fide  of  the  city,  and  commands 
a  large  artificial  lake  made  by  the  Dutch  ;  fo 
that  the  city  of  St.  Salvador  is  covered  by  the 
lea  on  one  fide,  and  by  the  lake  on  the  other. 

The  Portuguefe  fleet  fent  annually  from  Lif- 
bon  to  St.  Salvador,  confiits  of  about  thirty 
fhips,  which  are  efcorted  by  two  men  of  war, 
and  which  ufually  fail  about  March,  carrying 
with  them  wine,  brandy,  flour,  oil,  cheefe,  cloths, 
fluffs,  linen,  rough  and  wrought  iron,  paper, 
laces,  rnd  kitchen  utenflls  of  all  forts. 

In  exchange  for  thefe  commodities  they  bring 
back  gold,  amethyfts,  diamonds,  and  the  belt 
Brazil  tobacco,  which  is  in  great  efleem  ;  alfo 
fugar,  indigo,  balfam  of  capivi,  ipecacuanha,  pe- 
reira  brava,  cinnamon,  long  pepper,  ginger, 
woods  for  dying,  and  fome  for  inlaying,  amber- 
greafe,  and  other  rich  drugs  and  perfumes. 

All  the  other  captainfhips,  which  lie  farther 
to  the  fouth,  carry  on  their  trade  by  the  Rio 
Janeiro,  fo  called  from  its  having  been  difco- 
vered  in  the  month  of  January,  and  which  is  at 
prefent  one  of  the  moft  considerable  rivers  in 
the  world.  The  banks  of  it  are  as  beautiful 
and  pieplant  as  can  be  imagined  ;  the  climate 
fine,  the  foil  extremely  fertile,  producing  fugar, 
indigo,  tobacco  and  cotton,  all  in  great  perfec- 
tion. It  has  been  likewife  found  that  European 
corn  will  grow  there  with  very  little  trouble  ; 
but  on  account  of  the  gold  mines,  this  and  all 
other  improvements  have  been  diicouraged,  tho' 
independant  of  thefe  mines,  this  might  be  con- 
fidered as  the  richeft  part  of  Brazil. 

The  Portuguefe  that  are  fettled  here  are  a 
very  different  fort  of  people  from  thole  in  the 
bay  of  All  Saints,  for  they  are  active  and  induf- 
trious,  and  permit  the  Indians  who  live  among 
them,  to  enjoy  as  much  freedom  as  themfelves  •, 
fo  that  this  part  of  the  country  is  a  perfect  para- 
dife. 

The  city  of  St.  Sebaftian,  which  is  the  capi- 
tal of  this  country,  is  very  commodioufly  fltua- 
ted  in  twenty-three  degrees  fouth  latitude,  on 
the  weft  fide  of  the  river,  about  two  leagues  from 
the  fea.  This  city,  which  is  very  well  fortified, 
is  the  feat  of  a  Portuguefe  governor,  and  the  fee 
of  a  bifhop,  who  is  fuffragan  to  the  archbifhop 
of  St.  Salvador. 

There  are  likewife  feveral  other  confider- 
able  towns  on  the  Rio  Janerio,  all  of  which 
have  a  large  fhare  of  trade,  as  appears  from 
the  number  of  fhips  fent  thither  every  year  from 
Portugal,  which  are  between  twenty  and  thirty 
fail,  each  of  five  hundred  tons  burden,  which 
are  commonly  efcorted  by  two  men  of  war.  The 
commodities  brought  from  thence,  are  ufually 
the  fame  as  thofe  from  St.  Salvador,  excepting 
only  diamonds. 

With  regard  to  the  gold  and  diamonds  of 
Brazil  ;  the  former  was  firft  found  in  the  moun- 
tains near  the  city  of  Rio  Janeiro,  but  the  man- 
ner in  which   this  difcovery    was  made  is  dif- 
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ferentlv  eclated  :  however,  the  moft  common 
account  is,  that  the  Indians  on  the  back  of  the 
Porturniefe  fettlements  being  obferved  to  make 
uTeof  this  mstal  for  their  fiftiing  hooks,  enquiry 
was  madfe  rcfpecYmg  their  manner  of  procuring 
it,  when  it  appeared  that  confiderable  quantities 
of  it  were  annually  wafhed  from  the  mountains, 
and  left  among  the  gravel  and  land  in  the  valleys, 
after  the  water  v.  as  run  off  or  evaporated. 

After  this  difcovery  was  made,  large  quanti- 
ties of  gold  were  brought  from  Brazil  into  Eu- 
rope, and  the  import?  have  been  conitantly  in- 
creasing by  the  difcovery  of  places  in  other  pro- 
vinces, where  it  is  found  in  as  great  abundance 
as  it  was  at  firft  about  Rio  Janeiro  ;  and  it  has 
been  laid  that  a  ilender  vein  of  this  metal  runs 
through  the  whole  country  at  about  twenty-four 
feet  beneath  the  furface  ;  but  that  there  is  not 
a  fuflicient  quantity  of  it  to  anfwer  the  expence 
of  digging. 

Gold,  however,  is  at  all  times  to  be  collected, 
when  the  rivers  or  rains  have  had  any  courfe  for 
a  confiderable  time  •,  wherefore  the  diverting  a 
ftream  from  its  channel,  is  looked  upon  as  a 
certain  method  of  procuring  this  metal. 

The  Portuguese  keep  a  great  number  of  ilaves, 
who  are  chielly  negroes,  whom  they  employ  in 
fearching  the  bottoms  of  rivers  and  torrents,  and 
Wftfhing  the  gold  from  the  dirt  and  land.  Each 
of  thefe  ilaves  arc  obliged  to  furnifh  their  mafter 
with  the  eighth  part  of  an  ounce  of  gold  every 
day,  ani  if  through  induftry  or  good  fortune 
they  collect  a  greater  quantity,  they  are  allowed 
to  difpofe  of  the  furplus  as  they  pleafe  ;  lb  that 
fome  negroes,  who  have  had  the  happinefs  to 
meet  with  rich  warning  places,  have  purchafed 
(laves  of  their  own,  and  lived  in  a  very  elegant 
manner  •,  their  original  mafter  having  no  farther 
demand  upon  them  than  the  daily  fupply  of  the 
eighth  of  an  ounce,  which,  as  the  Portuguefe 
ounce  is  fomething  lighter  than  the  troy  ounce 
ufed  in  England,  amounts  to  about  nine  fhil- 
lings  fterling. 

The  kings  fifth  of  the  gold  returned  annually 
ro  Lifbon,  is  about  three  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  fterling,  fo  that  the  whole  return  is  about 
a  million  and  a  half :  to  which  if  we  add  what  is 
privately  brought  to  Europe  without  paying  the 
duty,  and  what  is  exchanged  with  the  Spaniards 
for  Giver,  we  may  very  reafonably  fuppofe  that 
the  annual  produce  of  the  Brazilian  gold,  is  not 
leis  than  two  millions.  An  immenfe  fum  to  be 
found  in  a  country  which  was  not  known  to  pro- 
duce a  iingle  grain  till  very  lately  ! 

It  is  not  above  forty  years  fince  the  firft  dia- 
•  monds  were  brought  into  Europe,  from  this 
country.  Thefe  valuable  ftones,  like  the  gold, 
are  found  in  the  beds  of  rivers  and  torrents  ■,  but 
they  are  not  fo  common.  They  were  often  feen 
in  warning  the  gold,  before  they  were  known  to 
be  of  any  value,  and  of  courfe  were  thrown  away 
with  the  land  and  gravel  •,  and  there  are  perfons 
now  living,  through  whole  hands  have  palled 
unnoticed,  ftones,  that  would  have  made  the 
fortune  of  the  pofTefTors. 

At  length  a  perfon  who  was  acquainted  with 
the  appearance  of  rough  diamonds,  imagined  that 
thefe  pebbles  were   of  the  fame  kind  ;  but  he 
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could  not  eafdy  perfuade  the  inhabitants  of  the 
immenfe  value  of  what  they  had  been  fo  long 
accuftomed  to  defpife. 

In  this  interval  it  is  faid  that  a  governor  pro- 
cured a  large  number  6f  thefe  ftones,  under  pre- 
tence of  ufing  them  as  counters  to  play  at  cards  : 
but  the  moft  fkilful  European  jewellers  being 
conlulted,  declared  that  thefe  ftones  were  equal 
in  luftre,  and  every  other  quality,  to  thofe  of 
the  Eaft  Indies. 

Hereupon,  many  of  the  Portuguefe  who  lived 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  places  where  they 
had  been  firft  difcovered,  began  to  fearch  for 
them  with  the  utmoft  diligence,  and  as  large 
rocks  of  Chryftal  were  found  in  feveral  of  the 
mountains,  from  whence  the  ftreams  flowed 
which  wafhed  down  the  diamonds,  they  began 
to  entertain  hopes  of  finding  diamonds  of  pro- 
digious fize. 

But  the  king  of  Portugal  being  informed  that 
this  would  leflen  their  value,  ruin  the  Europe- 
ans who  had  in  their  pofleflion  great  quantities 
of  Indian  diamonds,  and  render  the  difcovery 
of  no  importance  •,  his  majefty  thereupon  re- 
ftrained  the  fearch  after  them,  by  erecting  a  dia- 
mond company  with  an  exclufive  charter,  which, 
in  confideration  of  a  fum  annually  paid  to  the 
king,  has  the  property  of  all  the  diamonds  found 
in  Brazil  •,  but  to  prevent  their  collecting  too 
large  a  number,  which  would  reduce  their  va- 
lue, they  are  not  permitted  to  employ  more  than 
eight  hundred  flaves  in  fearching  for  them. 

A  large  town  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
place  where  the  diamonds  are  found,  and  a  con- 
fiderable diftrict  around  it,  have  been  depopu- 
lated, and  the  inhabitants  removed  to  another 
part  of  the  country,  to  prevent  interlopers  in 
this  valuable  trade. 

The  captainfhip  of  St.  Vincent,  which  is  fup- 
pofed  to  be  the  richeft  in  Brazil,  if  not  in  all 
South  America,  lies  fouthward  from  that  of  Rio 
Janeiro  :  it  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  cap- 
tainfhip of  Rio  Janeiro  :  on  the  foutli  by  the 
new  captainfhip,  or  that  called  Del  Rey  :  on 
the  eaft  by  the  ocean  ;  and  on  the  weft  by  the 
mountains  of  La  Plata,  and  countries  inhabited 
by  various  favage  nations  :  it  extends  from  the 
twenty -fecond  to  the  twenty-feventh  degree  of 
fouth  latitude,  and  is  in  length  from  north  to 
fouth  about  three  hundred  miles,  and  in  breadth 
from  eaft  to  weft  in  fome  places  near  one  hun- 
dred and  eighty  miles,  but  the  greateft  part  of  it 
is  not  above  half  fo  broad. 

The  town  of  St.  Vincent  is  fituated  in  a  very 
fine  bay  of  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  and  is  a  well 
fortified  place.  Not  far  from  the  north  weft, 
lies  the  town  of  Santos,  which  fome  efteem  the 
capital  of  the  province,  and  which  has  as  fine  a 
port  as  any  in  the  Weft  Indies,  capable  of  hold- 
ing the  largeft  fhips,  and  which  might  be  for- 
tified in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  be  able  to  refill:  any 
force  that  could  be  brought  againft  it. 

The  captainfhip  of  Del  Rey  is  the  only  one  to 
the  fouthward  of  St.  Vincent.  It  extends  from 
the  latitude  of  twenty-eight  to  thirty-four  de- 
grees thirty  minutes  fouth,  being  about  four- 
hundred  miles  in  length,  but  not  above  one  hun- 
dred broad  in  anv  part  of  it. 

The 
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The  country  i?  fruitful  and  pleafant  •,  but  the 
Portuguese  totally  neglected  it,  till  the  difcovery 
of  the  mines  of  St.  Vincent  put  them  upon  plant- 


ing it, 


and  erecling  feveral  forts  for  its  fecurity 
on  the  north  fide  of  the  river  la  Plata. 

The  country  in  this  province  is  as  pleafant  and 
fruitful  as  any  in  Brazil,  and  as  capable  of  im- 
provement ;  but  as  it  has  not  been  fo  long  in- 
habited as  the  other  captainfhips,  it  is  far  from 


being  thoroughly  peopled,  and  has  only  a  few 
fortreffes  on  the  river  La  Plata,  and  a  fmall  num- 
ber of  villages  on  the  fea  coaft. 

The  principal  advantage  which  the  Portu- 
guefe  draw  at  prefent  from  this  province,  is  by 
a  kind  of  Smuggling  trade  which  they  carry  on 
with  the  Spaniards,  whom  they  Supply  with  rum 
and  tobacco  of  their  own  growth,  and  with 
wines,  brandy,  filk,  cloth  and  linen  from  Europe. 


CHAP. 


IV. 


An  account  of  a  "very  extraordinary  people  in  Brazil,  called  Pau lifts,  with  a  defer iption  of  the 
manners  of  the   inhabitants  in  general;  Iikewije  an  account  of  the  beafts,  birds,  reptiles 


and  vegetables. 


TH  E  difcoveries  of  gold  and  diamonds, 
mentioned  in  the  preceeding  chapter, 
gave  rife  to  new  laws,  governments  and 
regulations  in  many  parts  of  the  country  ;  fo 
that  it  will  be  proper  for  us  to  look  back  a  lit- 
tle, in  order  to  take  notice  of  a  very  extraordi- 
nary let  of  people,  who  erected  themfelves  into 
an  independant  iiate,  and  whom  it  foon  became 
necenary  to  reduce. 

A  certain  ftateSman,  about  the  year  1685, 
Suggefted  to  the  Portuguele  mir.ifhy,  that  the 
climate  at  the  bay  of  All  Saints,  would  fruftate 
whatever  endeavours  might  be  ufed  to  render  the 
people  active  and  induftrious  -,  but  that  it  was 
otherwile  both  with  the  northern  and  Southern 
extremities  of  Brazil  •,  where  a  wife  government, 
and  a  little  encouragement,  might  render  the 
country  of  much  greater  advantage  to  the  crown 
of  Portugal  than  it  had  hitherto  been. 

This  hint  gave  birth  ©n  the  one  hand  to  the 
establishing  the  PortugueSe  forts  and  fettlements 
towards  the  river  of  the  Amazons,  and  on  the 
other  to  the  improvement  of  the  new  colony  at 
Santos,  which  was  then  but  very  Small. 

The  method  taken  for  this  purpofe  was  Sin- 
gular enough  ;  moft  of  the  perSons  made  choice 
of  being  of  the  mixed  breed,  called  Meftizes, 
that  is  the  offspring  of  fuch  of  the  Portuguele  as 
had  married  Brazilian  women  ;  and  the  perfons 
entrusted  with  the  government  of  theie  newplan- 
ters,  were  priefts  and  monks  ;  but  they  were 
Sent  expreSsly  from  Portugal,  and  care  was 
taken  that  they  mould  be  Sit  for  the  purpofe. 
The  captain-general  of  Brazil,  and  all  the  officers 
in  the  Southern  captainfhips,  were  ordered  to 
give  theie  people  no  disturbance,  and  to  treat 
them  kindly. 

It  very  Soon  appeared  by  the  effects,  that  this 
plan  was  wifely  concerted  ;  for  the  people  mul- 
tiplied amazingly,  and  Soon  became  in  very  eaSy 
circumstances  ;  and  the  priefts  in  particular  Soon 
became  worth  from  fifteen  hundred  to  eight 
thoufand  pounds  each. 

The  knowledge  that  wealth  was  to  be  acquir- 
ed in  theie  hitherto  uncultivated  regions,  Soon 
drew  a  multitude  of*  adventurers  thither,  of  vari- 
ous countries  and  characters  •,  among  whom 
were  Spaniards  as  well  as  Portuguefe,  free  ne- 


groes, mulattoes,  and  all  the  different  mixtures 
that  are  to  be  met  with  in  Brazil,  down  to  the 
Carabocas,  who  are  the  offspring  of  Brazilian 
Savages  by  Negro  women  :  there  were  alio 
monks  as  well  as  laymen,  Soldiers,  mechanics, 
broken  planters,  and,  in  a  word,  all  that  Sort  of 
men  who  are  ready  to  go  any  where  or  do  any 
thing  to  get  a  living. 

As  theie  were  a  quite  different  kind  of  men 
from  thoSe  of  the  new  colony,  it  is  not  to  he 
iuppoSed  that  they  could  live  together  ;  for  the 
former  were  the  moft  quiet  and  Simple  people  in 
the  world,  and  the  latter  the  moft  riotous  and 
turbulent. 

Thefe  adventurers  therefore  began  to  look 
out  for  a  new  Settlement,  and  they  found,  at  no 
great  diftance,  one  of  the  propereft  places  in 
the  world  for  their  reception.  This  was  the 
thick  and  vaft  foreft  of  Parnabaccaba,  which 
overfpread  all  the  mountains  at  the  back  of  this 
captainfhip,  and  which  hitherto  had  been  in- 
habited by  none  but  wild  beafts.  They  Soon 
cleared  a  part  of  this  wildernefs  for  their  habi- 
tation, in  which  they  eftablilhed  not  only  a  new 
town,  which  they  called  San  Paulo,  but  likewiSe 
a  new  republic,  in  which  they  lived  as  beft  Suited 
their  inclinations. 

At  firft  this  was  overlooked,  becaufe  the 
country  was  judged  of  no  great  value,  and  the 
inhabitants  of  the  adjacent  captainfhips,  were 
well  pleaied  to  be  rid  of  that  kind  of  people  who 
reforted  thither.  In  the  fpace,  however,  of  a 
very  few  years,  they  grew  too  Strong  to  be  dealt 
with  ;  for  receiving,  as  they  did,  all  forts  of 
people,  they  quickly  increaSed  from  two  or  three 
hundred,  to  as  many  rhouSand  men,  and  being 
a  bold,  hardy,  enterprizing  and  daring  crew,  the 
governors  knew  not  how  to  act  with  regard  to 
them. 

In  the  firft  place  they  took  care  to  fortifv  the 
avenues  to  their  territory,  which  were  naturally 
Strong ;  and  they  Seldom  went  abroad  but  in 
bodies  of  eighty  or  a  hundred  men,  and  in  fuch 
parties  they  frequently  traverfed  the  whole  ex- 
tent of  Brazil. 

From  the  place  of  their  habitation,  this  new 
and  extraordinary  common-wealth  were  deno- 
minated Paulifts,  and  they  v  .,  aid  not  permit  any 
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of  the  Portuguefe  officers  to  enter  their  territo- 
ries ;  yet  they  acknowledged  the  fovereignty  of 
the  crown  of  Portugal,  and  paid  regularly  what 
ihey  faid  was  the  fitch  of  the  gold  they  obtained  ; 
which,  in  the  year  1691,  amounted  to  eight 
thoufand  ounces  ;  but  every  time  they  paid  the 
tribute,  they  declared  that  they  did  it  freely,  and 
of  their  own  accord,  out  of  reipect.  to  the  crown 
of  Portugal,  and  not  from  any  kind  of  fear,  or 
ienle  of  obligation. 

The  tyranny  of  the  governors  of  Brazil,  and 
the  oppreflion  of  the  Spanifh  governors  in  the 
adjacent  countries,  furnifhed  this  new  ftate  with 
great  numbers  of  members,  fo  that  at  length  it 
became  a  difficult  matter  to  gain  admittance 
among  them  ;  and  the  method  of  admittance 
was  fingular  enough  to  deferve  notice. 

They  obliged  fuch  as  prefented  themfelves  on 
their  frontiers,  which  they  never  permitted  any 
ftranger  to  enter,  to  fubmit  to  a  very  ftrict  exa- 
mination, to  know  whether  they  were  fit  for  their 
community,  and  to  be  certain  they  were  not  fpies, 
or  perfons  who  intended  to  betray  them  ;  upon 
the  bare  fufpicion  of  which  they  made  no  fcruple 
ot  beating  their  brains  out  :  but  if  upon  this 
examination,  they  were  of  opinion  that  they 
would  prove  ufeful  members,  they  obliged  them 
to  bring  in  two  (laves  for  their  fupport,  and  al- 
lotted them  a  dwelling  and  plantation,  by  which 
they  commenced  Paulifts,  and  were  to  continue 
fo  to  the  end  of  their  lives  :  for  any  attempt  to 
defert,  was  punifhed  with  death  without  mercy. 

They  made  no  exception  of  country  or  com- 
plexion j  a  favage  was  as  welcome  to  them  as  an 
European  ;  and  every  man  after  his  admiffion 
was  at  liberty  to  lea  i  what  kind  of  life  he  liked 
beft,  provided  he  did  not  difturb  the  peace  of 
the  lociety.  The  Jefuits  of  Paraguay  made 
feveral  ineffectual  attempts  to  gain  admittance 
among  them  •,  yet  they  lived  upon  fair  terms 
with  this  Orange  lociety,  and  the  Portuguefe 
fhrewdly  iufpected  that  the  reverend  fathers  fur- 
nifhed them  with  fire-arms  and  ammunition. 

Thele  people  were  often  engaged  in  a  ftate  of 
hoflility  with  the  Portuguefe-,  but  the  moun- 
tains which  furrounded  their  country,  and  the 
difficulty  of  clearing  the  few  paffages  that  opened 
into  it,  commonly  put  it  in  their  power  to  make 
their  own  terms  ;  but  as  gold  was  found  in  great 
plenty  in  this  province,  the  laft  King  of  Portu- 
gal (during  whofe  reign  the  difcoveries  of  the 
gold  and  diamonds  of  Brazil  were  begun  and 
compleated)  thought  it  neceffary  to  reduce  this 
province  to  the  fame  fubjection  as  the  reft, 
which  at  length  he  was  happy  enough  to  accom- 
plifh,  and  the  city  of  St.  Paul  is  now  looked 
upon  as  the  center  of  the  Portuguefe  mines. 

Having  now  given  an  account  of  the  produce 
and  commodities  of  the  feveral  captainfhips,  it 
may  not  be  improper  to  take  a  fhort  review  of 
the  government  and  the  people  in  general. 

The  viceroy  prefides  in  two  councils,  one  of 
criminal  and  the  other  of  civil  affairs  ;  but 
juftice  is  extremely  flow  in  her  proceedings  -, 
and  before  any  final  judgment  can  be  obtained, 
the  lawyers  wafte  more  time,  and  blot  more  pa- 
per, even  than  thofe  of  England. 

There  is  perhaps  no  country  in  the  world, 


China  only  excepted,  where  there  is  fo  much 
trouble  to  get  on  fhore,  or  to  know  how  to  act 
when  a  perfon  is  on  fhore,  as  in  Brazil.  To  give 
the  reader  a  proper  idea  of  their  mapner  of  pro- 
ceeding, we  will  here  fubjoin  an  abftract  from  a 
French  gentleman's.account  of  a  Voyage  to  Bra- 
zil in  the  year  1717. 

u  When  we  came,"  fays  our  author,  "  with- 
"  in  a  league  of  the  city  of  St.  Salvador,  we 
"  were  reftrained  from  proceeding  any  farther, 
'*  by  a  gun  fired  from  a  little  fort ;  upon  which 
"  we  came  to  an  anchor,  and  lent  our  fuper- 
"  cargo  afhore  in  our  boat.  He  was  a  very  fen- 
"  fible  man,  and  had  a  great  deal  of  gravity, 
"  a  quality  of  all  others  the  moft  neceffary  for 
"  one  who  has  any  bufinefs  to  tranfact  with  the 
"  Portuguefe.  As  foon  as  he  came  afhore,  he 
"  was  conducted  to  an  audience  of  the  vice- 
"  roy,  who  received  him  with  a  great  deal  of 
"  ftate,  and  yet  fhewed  him  as  much  civility 
"  as  he  could  expect.  He  told  his  excellency 
"  that  he  came  in  behalf  of  three  French  fhips 
"  homeward  bound  from  the  Eaft  Indies,  that 
"  were  in  many  refpe&s  greatly  diftreffed,  and 
"  had  no  hopes  of  performing  their  voyage,  but 
"  from  his  affording  them  his  protection  and 
"  relief. 

"  The    viceroy  continued   filent   for  fome 
"  minutes  •,   and  then  aniwered   to  this  effeft  : 
"  that  he  was  very  forry  for  their  misfortune,  • 
"  becaufe  his  matter's  orders  were  very  precife 
"  againft  admitting  any  foreign  veffels  into  the 
"  port ;  and  that  he  was  the  more  concerned 
"  to  hear  that  they  were  French,  becaufe  it 
"  was    chiefly  on   their  account  that  thefe  or- 
"  ders  were  given  -,  becaufe  feveral  veffels  of 
"  their  nation,  that   had   been    admitted  into 
"  the   ports  of  that  country,    upon  the  very 
"  fame   pretences,    had    carried   on  an  illegal 
"  trade,    directly   contrary    to    the    king's   or- 
"  ders,  and  had   fhipped  great    quantities  of 
"  tobacco." 

"  He  likewife  faid  that  the  king's  orders 
"  were  to  feize  and  confifcate  without  diftinc- 
"  tion,  whatever  foreign  veffels  entered  that 
"  port,  unlefs  it  plainly  appeared  that  they 
"  were  in  fuch  a  condition  as  not  to  be  able 
"  to  keep  at  fea:  that  therefore  he  would 
"  allow  them  twenty  four  hours  to  confider 
"  whether  they  would  come  and  anchor  under 
"  the  guns  of  the  fort,  in  order  to  be  exa- 
"  mined,  or  put  to  fea  without  receiving  any 
"  relief  at  all.  He  added  that  if  the  cafe  was 
"  fuch  as  our  agent  reprefented  it,  he  might 
"  very  freely  enter  the  Port  •,  and  upon  exa- 
"  mination,  all  the  care  fhould  be  taken  to 
"  affift  and  fupply  him  that  he  could  defire  ; 
"  but  that  he  would  do  well  to  remember, 
"  that  the  Portuguefe  were  not  to  be  impofed 
"  upon." 

"  As  our  fhip,"  continues  this  writer,  "  was 
"  really  in  fuch  a  bad  condition  that  we  had 
"  no  reafon  to  fear  any  examination,  we  made 
"  fail  immediately  on  the  return  of  our  fuper- 
"  cargo,  and  came  to  anchor  under  the  fort. 
"  The  next  day  the  judge  came  on  board, 
"  attended  by  feveral  fecretaries  and  other 
"  officers,    all    of    them   very  grave-looking 
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perfons,  who  examined  every  thing,  with 
all  the  nicety  and  ftrictnefs  of  an  inquifition. 
They  called  for  our  journals,  queftioned  our 
pilots,  mariners,  and  even  cabbin-boys, 
particularly  enquiring  whether  we  had  not 
formed  a  defign  of  touching  at  Brazil  before 
we  were  in  fuch  diftrefs  ?  they  all  anfwered 
in  the  negative  ;  but  {till  we  had  lb  little 
hopes,  that  every  one  in  the  fhip  who  had 
it  in  his  power,  made  them  fome  prefent  or 
other,  which  they  took  indeed,  but  fcarce 
gave  us  thanks.  At  laft  they  took  their 
leaves,  and  lent  fome  carpenters  on  board, 
to  whom  our  captains  made  fuch  an  appli- 
cation that  they  reported  our  lakes  to  be  fo 
dangerous,  that  the  crew  were  very  much 
alarmed,  and  afraid  of  finking  before  they 
could  get  out  of  the  fhip." 
"  As  foon  as  this  report  was  made,  we  had 
leave  to  go  on  lhore,  and  take  lodgings 
where  we  pleafed  in  the  city,  but  with  Uriel: 
caution  not  to  attempt  any  kind  of  trade, 
on  pain  of  forfeiting  both  fhip  and  cargo. 
The  officers,  who  were  put  on  board  the 
vefTel,  talked  in  the  farne  manner  at  firft, 
but  feeing  the  impreffion  it  made,  and  that 
our  people  were  very  exact  in  that  particular, 
they  told  us  on  the  third  day,  that  this  was 
all  a  farce-,  that  the  judges  themfelves  con- 
fidered  it  in  that  light ;  that  they  underftcod 
by  our  prefents,  that  we  were  a  good  fort 
of  people,  and,  that  we  Ihould  have,  every 
night,  boats  come  off"  with  all  forts  of  mer- 
chandize ;  and  that  they  would  take  care 
we  mould  run  no  fort  of  rifk,  either  in  buy- 
ing or  felling.  The  boats  came  according- 
ly, and  though  at  firft  we  were  a  little 
fuipicious,  yet,  in  the  fpace  of  a  week,  we 
began  to  underftand  each  other,  and  trade 
went  on  brifkly  every  evening  as  foon  as  it 
was  dark." 

"  We  now  imagined  that  there  would  be 
no  difficulty  in  procuring  carpenters  and 
other  workmen,  if  we  gave  them  good 
wages  :  but  we  were  miftaken  ;  for  none  of 
thefe  people  durft  take  our  money  till  they 
had  leave,  which  was  not  to  be  had  but  by 
dint  of  prefents,  which  however,  being  pro- 
perly beftowed,  the  carpenters  came  on  board 
and  went  to  work.  It  is  literally  true  in 
Brazil,  that  money  will  do  all  things,  and 
that  nothing  is  to  be  done  without  it.  We 
ftaid  there  four  months,  and  found  few  honeft 
men  except  the  viceroy." 
"  He  was  the  firft  that  ever  had  that  title, 
the  former  governors,  being  called  captains- 
general  ;  and  as  his  title  was  fuperior,  fo 
his  power  was  much  greater  than  theirs  ; 
which  was  intended  to  redrefs  the  many  cor- 
ruptions that  had  crept  into  the  govern- 
ment. The  nobleman  on  whom  this  honour 
was  beftowed,  was  the  Count  de  Villaverda, 
of  one  of  the  greattft  families  in  Portugal, 
and  in  all  refpects  a  man  of  as  unblemifhed 
a  character,  as  his  own,  or  any  other  country 
could  boall." 

"  The  inhabitants  of  Brazil  may  be  properly 
divided  into  three  forts  of  people  ;  planters, 


"  factors,  and  mariners.  The  former  buy  as 
"  many  (laves  as  they  can  employ  in  their 
"  fugar  and  tobacco  works,  or  in  the  mines  •, 
"  and  when  the  Lifbon  fleet  comes,  they  fhip 
"  their  commodites  on  board  it,  and  receive  an 
"  equivalent  in  European  goods  and  manufac- 
"  tures,  by  the  next  year's  fleet.  The  factors 
"  keep  large  warehoufes  of  all  forts  of  goods 
"  that  come  from  Portugal,  with  which  they 
"  purchafe,  fugar,  tobacco,  and  gold,  of  fuch 
"  planters  as  want  immediate  fupply  of  the 
"  things  they  deal  in,  without  waiting  for  the 
"  next  year's  fleet.  The  chief  employment 
"  of  the  manners  confifts  in  making  frequent 
"  trips  to  the  coaft  of  Guinea  to  purchafe 
"  flaves. 

"  The  Guinea  trade  is  very  confidera- 
"  ble  ;  thole  employed  in  it  from  the  bay  of 
"  All  Saints,  generally  bring  over  twenty,  or 
"  five  and  twenty  thoufand  negroes,  every 
"  year.  There  is  fcarce  a  Porcuguefe  here 
"  who  has  not  at  leaft  a  dozen  blacks  in  his 
"  fervice." 

"  The  people  of  Brazil  love  fhew  and  mag- 
"  nificence,  fine  cloaths,  jewels,  and  a  large 
"  train  of  fervants,  better  than  what  we  call 
"  good  living  :  yet  they  have  fome  feafts, 
"  but  feafts  that  bring  after  them  a  leng  train 
"  of  fafts  ;  for  every  man  has  his  guardian 
"  faint,  upon  whofe  anniverfary  he  fpends  the 
"  the  greateft  part  of  his  yearly  revenue,  and 
"  never  has  a  good  dinner  afterwards,  except 
"  at  a  neighbour's  houfe  on  a  fimilar  occa- 
"  fion." 

The  inland  .Brazilians  of  both  fexes  ftill  go 
entirely  naked  •,  but  thole  near  the  fea  fhore 
drefs  themfelves  according  to  their  fancy,  fome 
wearing  only  fkirts  of  linen  or  callico,  while  o- 
thers  follow  the  European  fafliion. 

The  women  attend  their  hufbands  to  war  ; 
but  while  the  man  carries  only  his  arms,  the 
woman  is  incumbered  with  the  children,  and 
obliged  to  cany  the  provifions,  and  a  hammock, 
which  at  night  they  hang  en  trees,  or  fallen  to 
poles,  defending  themfelves  from  the  rain  with 
the  leaves  of  the  palm-tree. 

Their  hammocks  are  made  of  cotton,  being 
fix  or  feven  feet  long  and  four  broad,  and  form- 
ed like  net-work  :  but  the  Tapoyers  make  theirs 
twelve  or  fourteen  feet  long,  and  proportiona- 
bly  v/ide,  fo  as  to  contain  four,  cr  even  fix 
perfons.  Their  cans,  cups,  or  mugs,  are  made 
of  calabafhes,  fome  of  which  will  hold  thirty 
quarts.  Their  knives  they  purchafe  of  the  Eu- 
ropeans •,  except  the  very  pcor  people,  who  ufe 
knives  made  of  ftone. 

When  they  are  at  home,  the  men  ufually  go 
out  in  the  morning  with  their  bows  and  arrows, 
to  kill  birds  or  beafts,  or  employ  themfelves  i;i 
fifhins  -.  while  the  women  either  work  in  the 
plantations^  or  attend  their  hufbands  to  bring 
home  the  game. 

The  women  of  Brazil  have  many  children,  and 
their  labours  are  fo  eafy  that  a  woman  is  no 
fooner  delivered,  than  fhe  goes  to  the  next  ri- 
ver, where  fhe  purifies  herfelf  by  bathing  ;  and 
fome  writers  alfert,  (but  we  much  doubt  the 
truth  of  it,)  that  the  hufband  immediately  goes 
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to  bed,  and  is  nurfed  for  the  firft  four  and  twenty 
hours,  in  the  fame  manner  that  a  lying-in  wo- 
man is  among  Europeans. 

As  foon  as  a  woman  finds  herfelf  with  child, 
Ihe  refrains  from  her  huiband's  bed  till  after  her 
delivery  •,  nor  is  it  cuftomary  for  her  to  lie  with 
him  while  (he  gives  fuck.  For  three  or  four 
days  alter  the  death  of  any  of  their  children, 
the  mothers  lament  them  with  loud  outcries  ; 
and  when  friends  meet  again,  after  a  long  part- 
ing, they  receive  each  other  with  open  arms, 
tears  of  joy,  and  every  pofiible  teftimony  of  re- 
gard. 

Their  method  of  reckoning  up  their  age  is  fin- 
giilar  enough  ;  they  lay  by  a  chefnut  for  every 
year,  beginning  the  computation  of  their  years 
with  the  rifing  of  a  flat,  called  Taku,  or  the 
Rain  Star. 

Pcrfons"of  the  blood  royal  are  diftinguifhed 
by  the  hair  being  cut  in  a  particular  form,  anc; 
in-  long  thumb-nails,  which  latter  is  peculiar  to 
the  king  ;  princes  of  the  blood  being  allowed 
long  nails"  on  their  fingers,  but  not  on  their 
thumbs. 

The  people  in  the  inland  parts  of  Brazil  ac- 
knowledge a  Supreme  Being,  whom  they  cali 
"  Tuba,"  which  fignifies,  "  fomewhat  molt 
"  excellent-/'  and  they  call  thunder  by  the  name 
of,  '*  Tubakununga,"  that  is,  "  a  noife  made 
"  by  the  Supreme  Excellency."  1'heyhave  like 
wife  fome  imperfect  ideas  of  the  general  deluge, 
and  believe  that  all  mankind  were  deftroyed  by 
ir,  except  one  man  and  his  filler ;  that  the  lat- 
ter was  with  child  before  it  happened,  and  that 
thefe  by  degrees  repeopled  the  world. 

With  regard  to  futurity,  they  are  of  opinion 
that  the  foul  does  not  die  with  the  body  ;  but 
is  conveyed  to  certain  pleafant  vales  beyond  the 
mountains,  where  they  are  to  fpend  their  time 
in  finging  and  dancing,  and  to  enjoy  the  greateft 
pleafures  :  but  thefe  rewards  are  only  for  thofe 
who  have  diilingui!hed  theinfelves  in  perform- 
ing great  actions  for  the  welfare  of  their  coun- 
try, &c,  On  the  contrary,  thofe  who  have  liv- 
ed a  wicked  and  idle  life,  they  fay,  will  be  tor- 
tured by  evil  fpirits,  for  whom  they  have  many 
different  names,  and  of  whom  they  are  extreme- 
ly afraid  ;  and  though  they  pay  thefe  fpirits  no 
religious  worfnip,  yet  they  fometimes  endeavour 
to  appeafe  their  wrath,  by  fetting  a  number  of 
flakes  in  the  ground,  to  which  they  fix  certain 
prefents. 

Thefe  people  have  priefts  among  them,  whom 
they  confider  as  prophetic  inftruclors,  and  whom 
they  fail  not  to  confult  in  all  affairs  of  confe- 
quence,  efpecially  thofe  of  war  ;  and  among  the 
Brazilians  are  a  let  of  people  called  Potiguaras, 
who  are  efteemed  fuch  proficients  in  forcery,  as 
to  be  able,  by  their  enchantments,  to  kill  their 
enemies. 

There  now  remains  nothing  for  us  to  do,  but 
to  defcribe  the  beafts,  birds,  reptiles,  and  vege- 
tables, of  this  country,  which  we  fhall  do  in  as 
lhort  a  compafs  as  poffible. 

Among    the    beafts,    the   Tapirouflbn   bears 

fome  rcfemblance  to  a  cow,  though  it  is  in  other 

refpects  widely  different  from   it  :   it  has   long 

thaggy  hair  of  areddifh  colour,  a  very  fhort  neck 
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and  tail,  long  hanging  ears,  fmall  legs,  a  whole 
ho6f,  and  no  horns  ;  its  teeth  are  remarkably 
fharp,  but  it  never  ufes  them  either  againft  man 
or  beafl.  Sometimes  the  natives  catch  them  in 
traps,  and  fometimes  pierce  them  with  arrows  ; 
and  this  is  done  chiefly  for  the  fake  of  the  hide, 
which  when  dry,  is  almoft  impenetrable  :  but 
it  might  be  worth  while  to  kill  thefe  animals  for 
the  fake  of  the  fiefh,  which  is  good  eating,  and 
not  unlike  beef. 

The  Cuati  is  as  grey  as  a  badger,  which  it  in 
fome  meafure  refembles.  Its  claws  and  fnout 
are  very  long,  and  by  the  help  of  the  former  it 
climbs  the  trees  like  a  monkey.  Thefe  animals 
are  fo  ravenous  that  they  devour  every  creature 
which  is  not  an  over-match  for  them,  though 
their  chief  food  confifts  cf  fnakes,  birds,  and 
their  eggs. 

The  apes  and  monkies  of  this  country  are  very 
numerous,  and  of  various  colours.  The  inha- 
bitants reckon  thefe  good  food. 

The  Biarataca  refembles  a  ferret,  but  is  con- 
fiderably  larger,  and  has  a  remarkable  crofs  of 
white  and  grey  along  the  back.  This  animal 
is  a  great  deilroyer  of  the  birds  and  their  eggs  ; 
but  though  it  has  neither  fharp  teeth  nor  long 
claws,  yet  it  is  as  able  to  preferve  itfelf  from  its 
purfuer,  as  any  other  bealt  of  prey  ;  for  nature 
has  given  it  the  power  of  making  fuch  an  intole- 
rable ftink  upon  thefe  occafions,  that  both  the 
men  and  dogs  are  almoft  poilonedwithit,  and  ob- 
liged to  give  up  the  chafe. 

There  are  in  Brazil  feveral  forts  of  wild  boars, 
and  alfo  of  leopards,  tygers,  and  ounces:  fome  of 
the  latter  are  black,  others  grey  and  others  fpotted. 
No  beaftcanbe  more  furious:  the  boars  will  pur- 
fue  a  man  to  a  tree,  and  wait  for  him  there  •,  buc 
the  ounces  will  get  up  the  tree  after  him.  There  is 
nothing  they  meet  that  is  fecure  from  their  rage. 
They  will  attack  large  bodies  of  ether  animals 
at  once  :  they  break  into  the  herds  of  fwine, 
deftroy  the  hen-houfes,  and  leave  wafte  and 
defolation  wherever  they  come.  The  Indians 
efteem  the  killing  one  of  them  as  a  moft  glo- 
rious action,  and  he  that  is  fo  fortunate,  is 
looked  upon  and  refpecTxd  as  a  Hero,  as  long 
as  he  lives. 

The  Porcupine,  which  the  Brazilians  call 
Kuandu,  is  one  of  the  moft  extraordinary  ani- 
mals found  in  this  country.  It  is  about  the 
fize  of  an  ape  •,  but  inftead  of  hair  is  covered 
with  a  kind  of  fpikes  of  three  or  four  fingers 
length,  which  this  animal,  when  exafperated, 
darts  forth,  as  a  porcupine  does  his  quils,  with 
fuch  violence  as  to  wound,  and  even  fometimesi 
to  kill  a  man.  It  has  round,  flaring  eyes, 
which  are  as  red  as  carbuncles  ;  long  whifkers 
like  a  car,  and  its  feet  are  like  thofe  of  an  ape, 
only  it  has  but  four  toes,  or  fingers,  the  place 
for  the  thumb  being  vacant.  This  creature 
commonly  fleeps  by  day,  and  goes  out  by  night 
in  fearch  of  prey.  It  is  excefllvely  fond' of 
fowl,  to  devour  which  it  will  climb  up  trees, 
though  its  motion  is  but  flow.  The  fiefh  of 
this  animal  is  not  ill  tailed,  and  when  roafted, 
is  fometimes  eaten  by  the  inhabitants. 

The     Armadilla,    or    fhield-hog,    refembles 
our  hogs  in  fize  and  fhape,  but  is  covered  with 
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fcales  like  a  fhield,  which  on  the  back  has  feven 
partitions,  and  between  each  of  thele  appears 
a  dark  brown  (kin.  The  head  is  very  like  that 
of  other  hogs,  and  has  a  fharp  nofe  with 
which  it  grubs  up  the  earth,  it  has  a  fmall 
fharp  tongue,  and  fhort  ears  of  a  dark  brown 
colour,  without  hair  or  fcales  -,  and  its  eyes  are 
fmall,  and  lie  deep  in  the  head.  This  animal 
lives  upon  roots,  and  all  kinds  of  carrion, 
drinks  a  great  deal,  and  is  very  fat.  It  is  fond 
of  marfhy  places,  and  makes  holes,  in  which 
it  fhelters  itfelf  underground.  Its  flefh  is  efteem- 
ed  very  fine  eating. 

The  fluggard  is  about,  the  fize  of  a  fox  :  it 
takes  its  name  from  the  flownefs  of  its  motion, 
as  it  is  not  able  to  advance  a  Hone's  throw  in 
many  days.  Its  head  is  round,  and  its  mouth, 
which  bears  a  conftant  foam,  is  fmall  and  round. 
Its  teeth  are  fmall  and  blunt :  its  nofe  is  black, 
high  and  i'mooth  :  its  eyes  are  fmall,  black  and 
heavy,  and  its  body  is  covered  with  hair  of  an  afhen 
colour,  ltdwells  upon  trees,  and  lives  upon  their 
leaves,  but  never  drinks,  and  is  id  much  afraid  of 
ram,  that  it  hides  itfelf  upon  its  approach.  Though 
the  limbs  of  this  animal  are  extremely  weak,  and 
appear  in  a  manner  disjointed,  yet  it  will  take 
fuch  hold  as  not  to  be  eafily  unloofed. 

The  Senembi,  or  land  crocodile  is  very  com- 
mon in  Brazil  ■,  but  it  is  feldom  more  than  five 
feet  long.  It  is  faid  that  there  are  certain 
ftones  in  its  head,  which  being  given  by  two 
drams  at  a  time,  are  an  infallible  remedy  for 
the  gravel.  It  will  fubfift  two  or  three  months 
without  food,  and  its  flefh  is  as  white  and  as 
well  tafted  as  that  of  a  rabbit. 

The  Tamandua,  or  ant-bear,  thus  called 
from  its  food,  is  of  two  forts,  the  large  and 
the  fmall.  The  former,  which  is  about  the 
bignefs  of  a  middle  fized  dog,  has  a  round 
head,  a  long  fnout,  and  no  teeth.  This  ani- 
mal catches  ants  by  laying  out  his  tongue  (which 
fome  writers  fay  is  twenty  five,  or  fometimes 
thirty  inches  long)  upon  a  dunghill,  till  his 
prey  fettles  upon  it,  which  they  have  no  fooner 
done,  than  he  draws  them  into  his  mouth,  and 
fwallows  them. 

The  fmall  Tamandua  is  about  the  fize  of  a 
fox-,  it  has  four  crooked  claws  on  the  fore 
feet,  and  two  black  lifts  run  along  its  back. 
It  is  a  remarkably  fierce  creature,  grafping 
at  every  thing  with  its  piws,  and  upon  being 
ftruck  with  a  flick,  will  fit  upright  and  take 
hold  of  it  with  its  mouth :  when  it  drinks,  a 
part  of  the  water  fpouts  through  its  noftrils  : 
it  goes  in  fearch  of  its  prey  in  the  night,  and 
fleeps  all  day. 

Of  the  birds  of  this  country,  parrots  are 
the  moll  common  :  for  they  fly  in  large  flocks 
together  and  are  killed  by  thoufands  ;  notwith- 
ftanding  which  their  numbers  are  \o  prodigious, 
that  thofe  which  are  deftrpyed  are  not  to  be 
miffed:  there  are  many  different  forts  of  them, 
all  of  which  will  talk  with  very  little  teaching 
except  one  fpecies.  Their  colours  are  very 
beautiful  and  fhining,  and  in  many  of  them  are 
moft  curioufly  intermixed.  The  breaft  of  fome 
is  as  red  as  fcarlet,  and  their  bodies  are  either 


blue,  green,  or  yellow,  with  a  little  mixture  of 
all  thele  colours.  They  never  lay  more  than  two 
eggs  before  they  begin  to  hatch,  and  breed 
about  the  rocks,  or  in  the  trunks  of  old  trees. 
Some  of  them  have,  with  all  the  former  co- 
lours, a  mixture  of  black  and  grey,  and  this 
fort  breeds  in  the  houfes.  Another  fpecies 
is  black,  with  a  fmall  intermixture  of  green, 
its  feet  are  yellow  and  its  eyes  red.  There 
is  alfo  another  fort,  the  body  of  which  is  all 
green,  it  has  a  yellow  cap  and  collar,  the  head 
is  adorned  with  a  beautiful  tuft  of  blue  fea- 
thers, and  the  tail  is  green,  red,  and  yellow. 

But  of  all  the  different  fpecies  of  parrots, 
that  called  the  Tuin  is  the  moft  remarkable  ; 
not  on  account  of  the  variety  of  its  colours, 
but  for  its  fize  •,  for  it  is  no  bigger  than  a 
fparrow,  and  yet  is  continually  finging  and 
talking,  and  is  fo  extremely  familiar  with 
the  pcrfon  who  breeds  it,  as  to  eat  out  of  his 
mouth. 

The  bird  called  the  Guiranheugeta  is  about 
the  fize  of  a  goldfinch  :  its  wm^s  and  back 
are  blue ;  its  belly  and  breaft  yellow,  and  it 
has  a  diadem  of  yellow  feathers  upon  its 
head.  This  is  an  excellent  kind  01  bird  to  be 
kept  in  a  cage,  for  it  has  the  notes  of  many 
other  forts  of  birds,  and  makes  fo  great  a  va- 
riety of  turnings  and  changes  in  its  finging,  that 
it  forms   a   perfeel  concert  of  itfelf. 

Brazil  produces  a  kind  of  bats  of  the  fize  of 
a  crow,  which  have  very  fharp  teeth,  and  bite 
with  great  violence.  Thefe  build  nefts  in  old 
wall?,  or  in  hollow  trees. 

A  fpecies  of  wild-geefe  are  found  here,  great- 
ly refembling  thofe  of  Europe,  only  they  are 
larger,  and  there  is  a  greater  variety  in  the  co- 
lour of  their  feathers.  Though  thefe  are  water 
fowls,  yet  they  are  commonly  fat  enough,  and 
of  an  agreeable  talte. 

The  Bill-bird  is  about  the  fize  of  a  pio-eon,  and 
has  a  iairron-coloured  crop  about  the  neck,  of 
three  or  four  ringers  incompafs.  Its  bill,  which  is 
full  as  large  as  the  whole  bed/,  is  yellow  on  the 
outfide,  and  red  within  •,  and  its  feathers,  which 
are  yellow  on  the  breaft,  and  black  on  all  other 
parts,  are  tipped  with  red. 

There  is  a  bird  of  a  very  odd  appearance, 
called  the  Barn-bird.  Its  bill  is  of  a  moft  ama- 
zing length  ;  it  has  a  crown  of  green  and  white 
feathers  upon  its  head,  one  half  of  which,  to- 
gether with  half  the  neck,  has  no  feathers  at  all. 
It  is  about  the  fize  of  a  ftork,  and  when  fkin- 
ned  and  boiled,  is  efteemed  tolerable  good  food. 

Many  forts  of  wild-fowl  are  alfo  found  in 
Brazil,  which  differ  but  little  from  thofe  of  Eu- 
rope. Among  the  fmall  birds,  the  Brazilian 
humming-bird  is  the  moft  remarkable  ;  for  tho' 
very  fmall,  it  makes  a  loud  noife,  and  is  of  fo 
variable  a  hue,  that  whatever  way  it  is  turned, 
it  changes  its  colour.  Some  of  the  women  of 
Brazil  hang  one  of  thefe  at  each  ear,  in  the  man- 
ner of  a  pendant. 

Among  the  different  kinds  of  ferpents  found 
in  Brazil,  is  the  Rattle-ihake,  which  is  alfo  com- 
mon in  the  Englilh  fettlements  ;  but  the  moft 
remarkable  is  the  Guaku  or  Libova,  a  ferpent 
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of  a  molt  prodigious  fize,  fome  of  which,  hifto- 
rians  lay,  arc  twenty,  and  others  even  thirty  feet 
lon°\  This  ferpent  is  of  a  voracious  nature, 
and  will  leap  out  of  the  hedges  upon  men  or 
beafts.  Hov/ever  it  is  not  io  venomous  as  other 
ferpents,  and  the  fieih  of  it  is  efteemed  tolerable 

food. 

The  Gekko  is  a  ferpent  of  a  moft  venomous 
nature,  and  the  bite  of  it  proves  mortal,  unlels 
the  wounded  part  be  immediately  cut  off,  or 
burnt  with  a  hot  iron.  The  poifonous  quality 
of  this  creature  is  evident  from  the  mocking  ef- 
.fects  that  are  produced  by  an  outward  applica- 
tion of  its  urine,  which  upon  only  touching  the 
fkin,  inltantly  caules  a  blacknefs  and  gangrene. 
The  people  of  Brazil  reckon  the  curcuma  r<>ot, 
which  we  call  tumeric,  the  moft  efficacious  re- 
medy for  thispoiion. 

The  Scorpions  of  this  country  grow  to  a  very 
large  fize,  and  their  fting  is  venomous. 

The  Lizards  oi  Brazil,  which  are  about  four 
feet  in  length,  are  eaten  with  iafety  by  the 
negroes. 

Among  the  Spiders  of  this  country,  there  is 
one  fort  of  a  remarkable  large  fize,  which  is 
ufually  found  in  dunghills,  or  the  cavities  of  hol- 
low trees.  Thefe  weave  webbs  like  other  fpi- 
ders  ;  :.nd  if  provoked,  they  wound  with  a  fting 
ib  lmall  as  to  be  fcarcely  vilible,  and  yet  fo  ve- 
nomous that  it  raiies  a  bluilh  fwelling,  v/hich  is 
extremely  painful,  and,  if  not  prevented  by  a 
fpeedy  antidote,  will  even  prove  mortal. 

In  defci  ibing  the  vegetables  oi  Brazil,  we  fhall 
begin  with  the  Mandioca  root,  from  which  the 
Brazilians  derive  a  great  part  of  their  fubliftance  ; 
for  being  dried,  powdered,  and  afterwards  ba<- 
ked  in  the  manner  of  bread,  it  ierves  for  the 
common  food  of  the  inhabitants  of  a  great  part 
of  America.  This  root  is  not  unlike  a  parinip, 
is  nearly  the  thicknefs  of  a  man's  arm,  and  two 
or  three  feet  in  length.  It  has  this  peculiar 
quality  belonging  to  it  •,  that  eaten  frcih,  it 
proves  a  certain  poifon  to  the  human  lrtcies  •, 
but  when  roalled,  the  eating  of  it  is  net  atteil9- 
cd  with  the  leaft  ill  conlequence  -,  and  though 
beafts  of  all  kinds  will  feed  and  grow  fat  upon 
it,  yet  the  juice  proves  pernicious  to  them  as 
well  as  men. 

The  Nara  likewife  is  very  remarkable  ;  it 
bears  a  reiemblance  to  the  Sempervivum ;  but 
its  leaves  are  not  fo  thick,  and  are  full  of  pric- 
kles. In  the  middle  of  it  there  gi\,ws  a  fruit 
not  unlike  a  pine-apple,  which  has  fomething 
of  the  tafte  of  a  melon,  but  is  much  more  deli- 
cious, and  has  a  very  fragrant  fmell.  The  juice 
of  this  fruit  is  counted  good  for  the  ftone.  It 
is  fo  very  plentiful,  that  the  Indians  fatten  their 
hogs  with  it,  and  except  fome  fmall  quantities 
ufed  lor  fweetmeats,  they  have  no  other  method 
for  the  common  {pending  of  them,  but  carrying 
them  to  fed,  where  they  prove  highly  beneficial 
to  thole  who  are  fea  fick. 

The  Pocaire  is  a  fhrub  of  ten  or  twelve  feet 
in  height,  the  flem  of  which  is  confiderably 
thicker  than  a  man's  thigh,  and  yet  fo  tender, 
that  one  ftroke  of  a  fword  will  cut  it  afunder. 
The  leaves  are   like  thole  of  water- forrel ;,  they 


are  commonly  fix  feet  in  length,  and  very  broad, 
but  are  exceedingly  thin,  and  have  only  a  rib  in 
the  middle  to  hold  them  together  •,  on  which  ac- 
count they  are  fo  torn  by  the  winds  blowing  them 
about,  that  they  hang  in  rags,  and  thefe  fhrubs 
when  feen  at  a  diftance,  look  as  if  they  were  ftuck 
with  feathers.  The  fruit,  which  is  called  Poco, 
is  about  the  length  of  a  man's  hand,  and  like  a 
cucumber  both  in  ftiape  and  colour.  The  tafte 
of  it  refembles  that  of  a  fig,  but  its  delicacy  is 
far  fuperior. 

Brazil  alfo  produces  great  plenty  of  Ananas  or 
pine  apples,  which  when  ripe,  are,  in  this  coun- 
try, as  yellow  as  gold,  and  by  their  fine  fcent  are 
ealily  found  by  thofe  who  walk  in  the  woods,  or 
the  places  where  they  grow.  Their  tafte  is  fu- 
perior to  that  of  our  richeft  preferved  fruits,  and 
the  liquor  drawn  from  them  is  as  good  as  Malm- 
fey  wine. 

The  Pacoba,  which  is  likewife  called  Adam's 
fig-tree,  is  very  large  •,  the  ftalks  are  fbft  and 
fpungy,  and  the  leaves  very  long,  fmooth,  and 
foft  like  velvet :  thefe  are  lb  cool  and  refrefhing, 
that  it  is  curtomary  to  apply  them  to  the  bodies 
ot  thofe  who  are  fick  of  fevers  :  which  abates  the 
violent  heat  of  the  diftemper,  and  gives  them 
eafe.  The  fruit  grows  in  clufters  like  figs,  at 
about  a  foot  diftance  upon  the  main  ftalk,  and 
one  clufter  often  contains  two  hundred.  The 
fruit  being  gathered  before  it  is  quite  ripe,  and 
laid  by  to  ripen,  becomes  yellow,  acquires  a 
pleafant  tafte,  and  is  not  only  agreeable  to  the 
palate,  but  efteemed  medicinal,  and  is  good 
againft  fevers  and  ipitting  of  blood. 

A  tree  is  mentioned  by  fome  authors,  which, 
if  their  accounts  be  true,  it  is  one  of  the  moft 
extraordinary  in  the  world.  This  tree  grows 
wild  in  the  Woods,  and  has  very  broad  fpread- 
ing  branches  •,  the  thick  branches  have  large 
holes,  which  are  fometimes  as  big  as  a  man's 
arm,  full  of  a  clear,  well-tafted  water,  which 
when  emptied,  fill  again,  and  continue  in  this 
ftate  both  winter  and  fummer  ;  fo  that  a  whole 
company  of  weary  travellers  may  refrefn  them- 
felves  under  one  of  thefe  trees,  and  quench  their 
thirft,  while  they  repofe  in  the  fhade  which  it 
affords. 

As  the  want  of  water  is  one  of  the  greateft 
inconveniences  which  thofe  who  travel  the  inland 
parts  of  this  country  are  expofed  to,  one  would 
imagine  that  providence  had  kindly  provided 
this  remedy,  which  is  difpoled  up  and  down  in 
fuch  quantities,  and  in  a  manner  not  expofed  to 
thofe  uncertainties  that  attend  fprings  and  rivu- 
lets. 

Brazil  produces  feveral  forts  of  palm-trees  and 
other  fruits,  and  likewife  mulberries  and  dew- 
berries •,  together  with  woods  of  various  colours, 
and  fome  which  produce  very  fragrant  fcents  ; 
particularly  the  maftick,  which,  with  the  reft  of 
the  odoriferous  plants  and  fhrubs,  diffufe  a  moft 
agreeable  perfume  through  the  woods. 

Among  the  plants  of  this  country,  the  Timbo 
fprings  up  like  a  ftring,  and  rifes  up  to  the  top 
of  the  higheft  mulberry-trees,  to  which  fome- 
times it  adheres  like  ivy.  Thefe  plants  are  fo 
ftrong  and   tough,  that   thofe  as  big  as   a  man's 
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leg,  may  be  wound  and  twifted  about  without 
breaking.  The  bark  is  an  infallible  poifon 
to  the  fifh,  which  it  deftroys  in  great  numbers, 
en  being  thrown  into  the  water. 

This  country  produces  great  numbers  of  the 
Bombafine  cotton  fhrubs:  they  grow  to  a  moderate 
height,  and  the  fruit  when  ripe,  divides  itlelf 
into  four  parts,  each  of  which  yeilds  the  cotton  ! 
in  flocks  of  the  fize  of  a  little  ball,  and  in  the 
middle  of  thefe  flocks  are  found  black  feeds, 
prefled  clofely  together. 

The  tree  Jabaticaba,  is  remarkable  for  be- 
ing almofl  entirely  covered  with  fruit,  from 
the  very  root  to  the  topmoft  bough.  This  fruit 
is  of  the  fize  of  a  large  lemon  •,  is  of  a  four 
tafte,  and  the  Indians  make  a  very  good  wine 
of  it. 

The  Araca  is  a  kind  of  fmall  pear,  or  at  leaft 
it  bears  a  very  great  refemblance  of  that  fruit  : 
it  is  of  yellow,  green,  or  red  colour  •,  for  there 
are  a  great  plenty  of  all  thefe  kinds  in  Brazil. 
This  fruit  is  very  plealant,  and  is  particularly 
admired  by  thofe  who  love  but  a  little  relifli  of 
the  four. 

The  Mangaba  tree  is  an  ever-green,  and  bears 


fruit  twice  in  the  year  :  its  flowers  refemble  thofe 
of  jeflamine,  and  fmell  as  fv/eet  :  the  fruit,  which 
is  about  the  fize  of  an  apricot,  is  yellow,  fpotted 
with  black,  and  has  feveral  kernels  in  it  ;  thefe 
are  eaten  as  well  as  the  fruit  itielf,  and  are  whol- 
fome,  of  an  agreeable  tafte,  and  eafy  of  digef- 
tion. 

The  Cupayba  is  a  ftrait  and  tall  tree,  remark- 
able for  its -yeilding,  when  cut,  a  great  quantity 
of  oil,  which  ferves  for  the  curing  of  wounds,  as 
well  as  for  burning  in  lamps. 

The  Cabueriba  is  a  very  large  tree,  the  timber 
of  which  is  excellent  •,  but  what  renders  it  more 
valuable,  is  the  balm  it  affords,  which  is  like 
balm  of  Gilead,  and  heals  all  green  wounds. 
This  is  procured  by  making  an  incifion  in  the 
bark,  through  which  the  balm  diftils  into  a 
vefiel  placed  to  receive  it.  A  very  agreeable 
fmell  is  yeilded  botli  by  the  balm  and  the  tree 
itfelf. 

Befides  thofe  already  defcribed,  this  country 
produces  many  other  trees  and  fhrubs,  different 
from  thofe  of  Europe,  and  among  the  reft  the 
Brazil  tree^an  account  of  which  has  been  already 
given. 
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Of  feveral  Adventurers  under  his  Dire&ion. 


CHAPTER     I. 

Account  of  Sir  Welters  birth  and  character ;  he  engages  in  an  expedition  for  making  new  dif 
coveries  in  the  Weft  Indies ;  the  firfl  difcovery  of  Virginia  ;  fome  account  of  the  Inhabitants  ', 
Sir  Richard  Greenville  is  deputed  to  make  afettlement  there,  but  the  people  of  it  being  ill  ufed 
by  the  Indians,  are  carried  to  England  by  Sir  Francis  Drake  ;  Sir  Richard  Greenville's 

fecond  Voyage  to  Virginia  :  he  leaves  fifteen  men,  with  inftruSiions  to  build  a  fort,  but  they 
are  murdered  by  the  natives;  Mr.  John  White  builds  Raleigh's  town,  arid  goes  to  England 
to  follicit  Jupplies  ;  on  his  return  he  mifjes  his  people,  and  again  fails  for  England  ;  Sir 
Walter  s  expedition  to  the  Azores ;  he  goes  on  another  expedition  to  the  Weft  Indies,  but  is 
recalled,  and  his  authority  devolves  on  Sir  Martin  Frobi/her,  and  Sir  John  Burgh  ;  feveral 
valuable  prizes  are  taken  and  carried  into  England  ;  Sir  Walter  intrigues  with  and  marries 
one  of  Queen  Elizabeth's  maids  of  honour  ;    is  dif  graced  ;  fails  to  dif cover  the Guiana  coaft  ; 

forms  a  Spanijh  fettlemcnt  ;  fets  fve  Indian  kings  at  liberty  ;  harangues  the  Indians,  and 
determines  to  proceed  on  his  dtfeoveries. 


WALTER  RALEIGH,  the  fecond 
lbn  of  John  Raleigh  of  Fardel,  Elq; 
by  his  third  wife,  wa3  born  at  Budley 
in  Devonfliire,  a  village  near  the  fea,  in  the 
year  1552,  and  was  for  fome  time  a  commoner 
of  Oriel  College,  Oxford,  from  whence  he  went 
to  ferve  under  the  great  Coligny,  in  theHugonot 


army, 


againft  the  French 


king,  and  by  his  cou- 
rage and  conduct  acquired  great  reputation. 

After  this  he  was  engaged  as  a  volunteer,  a- 
long  with  the  Prince  of  Orange  :  againft  the  Spa- 
niards in  Flanders  :  and  in  the  year  1580,  he 
bore  a  captain's  commiffion  in  the  fervice  of  the 
crown,  againft  the  rebels  in  Ireland. 

In  the  year  1 58 1,  Sir  William  Morgan,  cap- 
tain Piers,  and  captain  Raleigh,  were  appointed 
joint  governors  of  Munfter  :  and  not  long  before 
this  appointment  the  earl  of  Ormond,  Mr.  Wal- 
ter Raleigh,  and  two  other  gentlemen  in  the 
royal  army,  challenged  any  four  of  the  Irifh  re- 
bels to  fingle  combat ;  but  no  perfons  were  found 
who  thought  proper  to  accept  the  invitation. 
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When  the  troubles  in  Ireland  where  fomewhat 
appealed,  Mr.  Raleigh  returned  to  England, 
where  a  piece  of  gallantry  firfl  recommended 
him  to  the  notice  of  Queen  Elizabeth  •,  for  acci- 
dentally meeting  her  majefty  in  a  place  not  re- 
markably clean,  he  pulled  off  his  plufh  cloke, 
and  fpread  it  on  the  ground  for  her  to  pafs 
over  ;  nor  was  this  inftance  of  his  politenefs  for- 
gotten by  the  queen. 

Raleigh's  perfonal  and  mental  accomplifh- 
ments  were  fuch  as  could  not  fail  of  rendering 
him  agreeable  at  court :  his  afpett  was  pleafing, 
his  perfon  elegantly  formed,  and  his  addrefs  en- 
gaging ;  he  had  a  brilliant  wit,  and  a  ftrong 
judgment ;  in  difcourfe  he  was  eloquent^  and  a 
great  mafter  of  argument,  of  which  he  gave  fuch 
ample  proofs,  in  a  difpute  before  the  privy 
council,  between  him  and  lord  Grey,  who  had 
been  deputy  of  Ireland,  that  from  thencefor- 
ward he  was  greatly  efteemed  at  court. 

It  was   not  therefore  through  any  doubt  he 
entertained  of  making  his  fortune  on  fhore,  that 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Raleigh  turned  his  thoughts  to  naval  affairs  : 
but  having  read  the  accounts  of  the  fuccefies  of 
the  Spanifh  adventurers  in  America,  and  being 
naturally  of  an  inquifitive  and  curious  dilpoiition, 
he  determined  to  attempt  the  difcovery  of  fome 
of  thofe  rich  countries,  which  he  naturally  con- 
cluded ftill  remained  unknown,  and  from  which 
the  difcoverers   might  reap  confiderable   advan- 


tages. 


Having  built  a  fhip  of  two  hundred  tons 
burden,  he  failed  in  her  from  Plymouth,  in 
the  year  1583,  with  three  other  vefiels  bound 
for  Newfoundland,  under  the  command  of  Sir 
Humphrey  Gilbert,  to  whom  he  was  nearly  re- 
lated :  but  an  infectious  dilbrder  breaking  out 
among  his  crew,  he  parted  company,  and  re- 
turned back  to  Port  in  a  very  few  days. 

Proper  reprefentations  being  made  to  the  pri- 
vy council,  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1584, 
of  the  likelihood  there  was  of  difcovering  new 
lands  in  America,  that  might  prove  as  advan- 
tageous to  England,  as  Peru  and  Mexico  had 
done  to  Spain  •,  the  queen,  by  her  letters  patent 
dated  the  fame  year,  granted  to  Walter  Raleigh 
Efq;  and  his  heirs,  "  A  right  to  difcover  and 
"-.poffeis  all  fuch  countries  and  lands,  as  were 
"  not  yet  under  fubjedtion  to  any  chriftian  prince, 
"  or  inhabited  by  chriftian  people,  with  a  referve 
"  to  the  crown  of  one  fifth  of  all  the  gold  and 
"  filver  ore  which  fhould  be  found  in  any  of 
"  the  faid  countries." 

Two  barks,  one  commanded  by  arthur  Bar- 
low, and  the  other  by  Philip  Amydas,  were  fitted 
out  on  a  well  Indian  expedition,  in  confequence 
of  this  grant.  They  failed  from  England  on  the 
twenty  feventh  of  April,  and  on  the  tenth  of 
June  fell  in  with  the  American  iflands. 

On  the  fourth  of  July  they  discovered  what 
they  took  to  be  the  continent  ;  two  days  before 
which  they  found  the  air  fcented  in  the  moll 
agreeable  manner.  Having  failed  upwards  of 
forty  miles  along  the  coaft,  they  anchored,  on 
the  fourteenth,  in  a  pleafant  river,  and  going  on 
fhore,  took  pofiefiion  of  the  country,  in  the 
name  of  the  Queen  of  England,  and  for  the  ufe 
of  the  proprietors  :  This  place,  however,  proved 
to  be  an  illand  called  Wokoken,  about  fix  miles 
broad,  and  twenty  in  length  ;  the  foil  of  which 
was  extremely  fertile,  producing  excellent  grapes, 
and  plenty  of  cedars,  pines,  cyprefs  and  maftic  : 
the  illand  was  well  Hocked  with  deer,  hares  and 
rabbits,  and  abounded  in  fowls  of  all  forts. 

Three  days  after  they  had  anchored,  one  of 
the  natives  coming  towards  them  in  a  canoe, 
and  not  leeming  in  the  lead  afraid,  was  eafily 
prevailed  upon  to  come  on  board,  where  he  was 
treated  with  meat  and  wine,  and  had  fome 
cloaths  given  him  :  he  appeared  vaftly  delighted 
with  his  entertainment,  and  departing  with  his 
canoe,  leaded  it  with  fiib,  and  returned  in  about 
half  an  hour,  when  he  divided  his  cargo  into  two 
equal  parts,  one  of  which  he  gave  to  the  crew 
of  each  fhip. 

After  this,  the  natives  from  the  continent 
often  came  down  to  trade  with  them,  exchans- 
ing  pearl,  coral  and  fkins,  for  vefiels  of  tin,  and 
toys  of  very  fmall  value.  They  were  here  vifit- 
<:d  by  the  king's  brother,  who  had  upwards  of 


forty  men  in  his  train  :  they  made  feveral  prefents 
to  the  prince,  but  he  feemed  to  efteem  nothing 
fo  much  as  a  pewter  difh,  which  he  hung  about 
his  neck  to  defend  him  from  the  arrows  of  the 
enemy  •,  and  he  gave  twenty  deer-fkins  in  ex- 
change for  it. 

From  this  time  he  frequently  vifited  them,  and 
at  leno-th  brought  his  wife  with  him,  who  ap- 
peared to  be  a  modeft,  and  not  difagreeble  wo- 
man :  fhe  wore  an  apron  of  deer-fkin  lined  with 
fur,  and  a  mantle  of  the  fame  kind  ;  fhe  had  a 
band  of  white  coral  on  her  forehead,  and  brace- 
lets of  pearls,  fome  of  which  were  as  large  as 
peafe,  hung  from  her  ears.  After  this  the  prin- 
cefs  made  an  entertainment  on  fhore,  to  which 
fhe  invited  the  fhips  company. 

All  the  Prince's  attendants  had  a  copper  plate 
affixed  to  their  foreheads,  which  appeared  to  be 
an  eminent  mark  of  diftinclion  among  thefe  peo- 
ple •,  and  it  was  obicrved  that  no  pcrfon  who 
was  without  this  ornament,  dared  to  trade  or 
examine  any  goods,  till  the  prince  had  taken  what 
he  liked  :  after  which  every  man  had  liberty  to 
aft  as  he  thought  proper. 

Thefe  people  were  fo  extremely  fond  of  de- 
fenfive  weapons,  that  they  would  h  ive  given  any 
thing  they  had,  for  knives,  hatchets,  axes,  &c. 
but  it  was  not  thought  prudent  to  truft  them 
with  thefe  inftruments  •,  and  a  large  box  of 
pearls  being  offered  for  a  fwerd  to  one  of  the 
iailors,  it  was  ;  efufed. 

This  country  was  called  Wingandacoa  :  the 
name  of  the  king  was  Wingina,  whofe  place  of 
refidence  was  titeemed  fix  days  journey  upon 
the  continent  :  our  adventurers,  however,  made 
no  difcoveries  beyond  the  coaft,  but  returned  to 
England  in  September,  taking  with  them  two 
of  the  natives  to  learn  the  Englifh  language,  and 
being  very  well  contented  with  what  they  had 
feen. 

The  queen  was  fo  pleafed  with  the  account 
they  gave  of  the  place,  that  fhe  gave  it  the  name 
of  Virginia,  and  offered  all  pcfTible  encourage- 
ment to  Mr.  Raleigh  to  purfue  the  difcovery  of 
it ;  nor  was  it  long  before  an  act  of  parliament 
paffed,  confirming  the  patent.  According  to 
Captain  Barlow's  account,  the  air  was  wholfome, 
the  climate  temperate,  and  the  foil  fo  fertile  as 
to  produce  all  the  necefTaries  of  life.  It  abound- 
ed in  game  of  all  forts,  and  the  fimplicity  and  in- 
tegrity of  the  natives,  feemed  to  recommend  it 
as  the  moil  eligible  place  in  the  world. 

Encouraged  by  the  fuccefs  of  this  voyage,  Sir 
Richard  Greenville,  who  had  been  jointly  con- 
cerned in  it  with  Mr.  Raleigh,  fitted  out,  in  the 
year  following,  feven  vefiels,  well  furnifhed 
with  ammunition  and  provifions,  taking  on  him- 
felf  the  chief  command,  and  refolving  to  make 
a  fettlement  in  Virginia  :  and  Mr.  Raleigh,  who 
had  lately  received  the  honour  of  knighthood, 
was  not  a  little  pleafed  with  having  fo  able  a  de- 
puty as  Sir  Richard  Greenville. 

Thefe  fhips  were  the  Tyger,  of  one  hundred 
and  forty  tons,  the  Roe-buck  of  one  hundred 
and  forty,  the  lion  of  one  hundred ;  the  Eliza- 
beth of  fifty  tons  burden,  a  fmall  bark  named 
the  Dorothy,  and  two  pinnaces  :  with  thefe- 
vefiels  Sir  Richard  Greenville  failed  from  Ply- 
mouth 
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mouth  on  the  ninth  of  April,  having  with  him 
the  following  gentlemen,  all  of  whom  were  after- 
wards promoted  in  the  Royal  Navy  :  Mr.  Ralph 
Lane,  Mr.  Thomas  Cavendifli,  Mr.  John  Arun- 
del, Mr.  Stukely,  Mr.  Bremige,  Mr.  Vincent, 
Mr.  Heryot,  and  Mr.  John  Clark. 

Sir  Richard  came  up  with  Dominica  on  the  fe- 
venth  of  May,  where  he  built  a  pinnace,  and 
erected  a  fort  ;  and  having  feized  two  very  rich 
fhips,  in  one  of  which  were  feveral  paffengers, 
whole  ranforri  amounted  to  a  very  confiderable 
f  im,  and  otherwiie  injured  the  Spaniards  in  many 
refpects,  he  afterwards  ftcered  for  the  town  of 
IlV.bella  in  the  ifiand  of  Hifpaniola,  where  he  was 
permitted  to  trade  for  fome  time  ■,  a  favour 
which,  however,  was  granted  him  rather  thro' 
fear  than  any  other  motive. 

From  Ifabella  he  proceeded  to  the  coaft  of 
Florid.!,  and. on  the  twenty-fixth  of  June  came 
to  an  anchor  at  the  ifland  of  Wokoken,  where 
he  loft  his  fliip  :  but  croffing  over  to  the  conti- 
nent, the  natives  received  Sir  Richard  in  a  very 
friendly  manner,  and  he  was  treated  with  the 
utmoft  holpitality  by  the  king's  brother  :  this 
kind  reception  was  in  a  great  meafure  owing  to 
the  Indians,  whom  we  have  already  mentioned 
to  have  been  carried  to  England,  by  the  former 
adventurers,  and  who  were  now  brought  back. 

We  have  but  very  flight  accounts  of  this 
voyage  :  however  we  are  told  that  they  found 
the  sppcarr.nce  of  a  fettlement  here  fo  very  pro- 
mifing,  that  they  left  one  hundred  and  eight  men, 
with  every  thing  proper  for  their  ufe,  to  cftablifh 
a  colony,  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Ralph  Lane, 
and  captain  Philip  Amydas  •,  and  then  hoifted 
fail  for  England,  in  their  return  to  which  they 
took  a  Spanifh  fhip  of  three  hundred  tons  bur- 
den, valued  at  fifty  thoufand  pounds,  with  which 
they  arrived  fafe  at  Plymouth,  on  the  eighteenth 
of  October  1585,  and  fold,  to  very  great  ad- 
vantage, their  cargoes,  which  confiiled  of  fkins, 
fur,  and  pearl. 

After  Sir  Richard's  departure,  the  people 
which  he  left  behind  him  fettled  on  an  ifland 
called  Rannoak,  where  every  thing  fuccecdeu 
tolerably  well  with  them  :  the  foil  being  very 
kindly,  and  fome  peafe  and  beans  which  they 
planted,  thriving  to  a  very  great  degree.  They 
now  began  to  think  of  making  inland  difcove- 
ries,  and  penetrated  upwards  of  one  hundred 
miles  to  the  northward  of  Rannoak,  and  eighty 
miles  to  the  Southward  ;  but  placing  too  much 
confidence  in  the  natives,  they  loft  feveral  of 
their  men,  who  wandering  to  a  diftance  from 
the  main  body,  they  were  furprized  and  cut 
off. 

Thefe  people  having  once  done  them  an  open 
injury,  became  inftantly  their  avowed  enemies, 
and  took  all  opportunities  of  hurting  them  :  and 
fome  of  the  Indians  acknowledged  that  they 
thought  this  conduct  abfolutely  necefiary,  as 
they  did  not  imagine  that  the  Englifh  could,  on 
any  account,  forgive  an  infult  •,  reafoning  in 
this  cafe  from  the  badnefs  of  their  own  difpofiti- 
ons  ;  for  though  they  appeared  to  be  honeft, 
fimple,  and  free  from  diflimulation,  they  were 
arttul,  treacherous,  and  extremely  revengeful  : 
befides,  they  vere  very  unwilling  that  the  Eng- 


lifh fhonld  advance  fo  far  into  the  country,  and 
had  even  formed  a  fcheme  for  cutting  them  all 
off,  which  being  difcovered,  was  happily  pre- 
vented. 

Their  farther  progrefs  was  now  prevented  by 
the  approach  of  the  winter  ;  and  as  they  were 
ftrangers  to  the  nature  of  the  climate,  upon  ill 
terms  with  the  inhabitants,  and  unacquainted 
with  the  methods  of  procuring  provifions,  they 
were  foon  reduced  to  the  want  of  every  necefiary j 
and  to  add  to  their  diftrtfs,  were  in  conftant 
fear  of  the  natives,  who  fecmed  refolved  to  de- 
ftroy  them,  if  they  could  find  an  opportunity. 

In  this  deplorable  fituation  they  were  found 
by  Sir  Francis  Drake,  who  furnifiied  them  with 
provifions,  ammunition,  men,  and  every  thing 
proper  to  advance  the  enterprize  ;  giving  them 
likewife  a  bark,  of  which  they  were  in  thegreateft 
want  imaginable;  for  though  Sir  Richard  Green- 
ville, when  he  left  captain  Amydas  among  them, 
had  given  him  the  title  of  Admiral,  he  had  not 
left  them  a  vefiel  of  any  kind. 

From  the  afiiftance  afforded  by  Sir  Francis 
Drake,  the  colony  began  again  to  entertain 
lome  hopes  of  flourifmng,  when  their  whole 
fcheme  was  dikonceited  by  a  violent  ftorm, 
which  drove  the  fhip  to  fea  at  a  time  when  fome 
of  their  chief  adventurers  were  on  board,  fo  that 
they  were  obliged  to  return  home. 

Thofe  who  remained  behind  were  fo  dejected 
by  this  accident,  that  they  unanimoufly  requeft- 
ed  Drake  to  take  them  on  board,  which  he  com- 
plied with,  and  leaving  the  coal!  on  the  eigh- 
teenth of  June,  he  landed  them  at  Portfmouth 
on  the  twenty-feventh  of  July  1586. 

In  a  few  days  after  their  departure,  a  fhip 
which  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  had  fitted  out  for  the 
relief  of  the  colony,  arrived  upon  the  coaft, 
being  well  ftocked  with  provifions,  ammuniti- 
on, recruits,  and  neceffaries  of  every  kind  ; 
but  thofe  on  board  finding  the  place  deferted, 
remained  a  fhort  time,  and  then  returned  to  En- 


gland. 


It  was  not  much  more  than  a  fortnight  after 
their  departure,  when  Sir  Richard  Greenville  ar- 
rived on  the  coaft  a  fecond  time,  with  three 
fnips,  all  well  provided,  for  the  ufe  of  the  co- 
lony, which,  to  his  great  concern,  he  found  a- 
bandoned.  This,  however,  did  not  prevent 
him  from  attempting  to  make  another  fettle- 
ment, with  a  view  to  which  he  left  behind  him 
fifteen  men,  whom  he  directed  to  build  a  fort, 
and  furnifiied  them  with  all  kinds  of  neceffaries 
for  two  years,  giving  them  the  ftrongeft  affu- 
rance  of  regular  fupplies,  ;  but  the  natives  after- 
wards furprized  thefe  people,  murdered  them  all, 
and  demolifhed  their  fort. 

This  account  of  them  was  afterwards  learnt 
from  Manteo,  one  of  the  two  natives  who  had 
been  in  England,  as  abovementioned  ;  a  man 
who  faithfully  adhered  to  the  intereft  of  the  En- 
glifh, and  was  of  lingular  fervice  to  the  crews 
of  three  fliips  which  arrived  at  Rannoak  on  die 
twenty-fecond' of  June  1587,  having  on  board 
a  large  quantity  of  fupplies,  and  one  Mr.  John 
White,  a  man  of  courage  and  abilities,  whom 
Sir  Walter  had  fent  over  with  the  title  of  gover- 
nor of  Virginia. 

Gover- 
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Governor  White  immediately  fet  about  erect- 
jng  new  habitations,  on  the  fpot  where  the  old 
ones  had  flood  :  he  likewife  compofed  a  kind  of 
council  of  eleven  of  the  moil  fenfible  of  his  peo- 
ple, whom  he  called  the  governor  and  court  of 
afliftants  of  Raleigh's  town,  giving  that  name 
to  the  place,  in  honour  of  his  employer  :  and  he 
acted  in  all  relpecls  with  fo  much  prudence, 
that  there  was  reafon  to  imagine  that  the  difco- 
very  of  this  country  would  at  length  tend  to  in 
creafe  the  trade  of  England,  and  turn  to  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  diicoverers. 

The  induftry  and  vigilance  of  the  governor 
foon  rendered  him  formidable  to  the  natives, 
who  began  to  folicit  his  friendfhip,  and  made 
treaties  with  him  ;  which,  however,  they  made 
no  fcruple  of  breaking  on  every  occafion,  and 
at  length  they  became  lb  very  troublefome,  that 
nothing  but  the  moil  determined  refolution 
could  have  held  out  againft  them. 

Manteo  having  acknowledged  himfelf  a  Chrif- 
tian,  was  baptized  on  the  thirteenth  of  Augufc, 
after  which  the  governor,  as  a  reward  for  the 
fervices  he  had  rendered  the  Englifh,  conferred 
on  him  the  title  of  Lord  of  DafTamonpeak,  a 
neighbouring  nation  of  Indians. 

On  the  eighteenth  of  the  fame  month,  Mrs. 
Dare,  the  governor's  daughter,  was  brought  to 
bed  of  a  female  child,  who  was  baptized  by  the 
name  of  Virginia,  and  was  the  firft  child  born 
of  Chriftian  parents,  on  the  Englifh  fettlements 
in  this  country. 

Soon  after  this,  the  colony  appearing  likely  to 
fucceed,  governor  White  was  unanimoufly  cho- 
fen  as  the  moll  proper  peribn  to  go  to  England, 
to  follicit  fupplies  of  men,  provifions,  and  other 
necefTaries  ;  and  in  confequence  of  the  requefl 
of  all  the  people,  he  undertook  the  voyage  ;  and 
in  the  month  of  November  1587,  arrived 
lately  in  Cornwall,  after  a  very  dangerous  paf- 
fae;e. 

As  the  nation  was  at  that  time  in  the  utmoftcon- 
fternation  on  account  of  the  reports  of  the  Spa- 
nifh Armada,  which  had  fo  long  threatened  the  in- 
vafion  of  England,  he  found  it  very  difficult  to 
fucceed  in  his  commiffion.  But  at  length,  being 
iurnifhed  with  three  (hips  properly  equipped,  he 
let  fail,  and  after  a  prolperous  voyage  arrived 
at  Rannoak  ;  but  had  the  mortification  to  find 
that  his  people  were  removed  ;  and  by  the  word 
Croatan,  being  engraven  on  one  of  the  pallifa- 
does  of  the  fort,  he  imagined  they  had  removed 
to  an  iiland  of  that  name,  fituated  about  twenty 
leagues  to  the  fouthward. 

Hereupon  he  refolved  to  fleer  for  that  ifland, 
with  which  view  he  and  all  his  people  reimbark- 
ed  •,  but  a  violent  tempeft  arifing,  drove  them 
from  their  anchors,  forced  them  out  to  fea,  and 
feparated  their  fhips  ;  fo  that  they  reached  En- 
gland one  after  another,  in  a  much  worfe  condi- 
tion than  when  they  went  out ;  and  this  laft  mif- 
fortune  kerned  to  deftroy  all  farther  thoughts  of 
an  expedition,  from  which  immenfe  wealth  had 
been  at  firft  expected. 

The  vaft  expence  which  Sir  Walter  Rale'gh 
had  been  at,  in  endeavouring  to  fix  a  colony  at 
Virginia,  without  any  kind  of  advantage  arifing 
from  it  •,  and  the  diforders  of  the  latter  end  of 
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queen  Elizabeth's  reign,  jointly  contributed  to 
that  neglect  in  which  it  was  for  a  long  time  held. 
Befides,  Sir  Walter  had  transferred  the  care  of 
it  to  a  company  of  merchant  adventurers,  who 
were  incorporated  by  letters  patent ;  and  to 
whom  he  granted  fuch  immunities,  as  plainly 
evinced,  that  he  fought  not  his  private  intereft, 
but  the  advancement  of  the  trade  of  his  coun- 
try :  and  theie  gentlemen  being  negligent  of  an 
affair  which  Sir  Walter  looked  upon  in  a  light 
of  fo  much  importance,  he  was  fo  provoked  at 
their  indifference,  that,  thence  forward,  he  gave 
up  all  farther  thoughts  of  Virginia. 

It  is  now  neceffary  that  we  give  a  fhort  ac- 
count of  an  expedition  which  Sir  Walter  con- 
certed againfl  the  Azores,  while  the  attempts  to 
eftablifh  a  colony  at  Virginia  were  flill  continu- 
ed ;  and  which,  in  its  proper  order,  fhould  have 
been  mentioned  before. 

On  the  tenth  of  June  1586,  Sir  Walter  fent 
two  pinaces  to  cruize  againft  the  Spaniards  off 
■  the  Azores.  Thefe  were  the  Mary  Spark,  of 
fifty  tons,  under  the  command  of  John  Eve- 
fham,  and  the  Serpent  of  thirty-five  tons,  com- 
manded by  Jacob  WThiddon.  They  took,  in 
their  courle,  a  imall  veflel  laden  with  fumack, 
and  other  rich  commodities  :  having  on  board 
feveral  pafTcngers,  whole  ranfem  amounted  to  a 
confiderable  fum,  and  ameng  them  a  Portugucfe 
gentleman,  who  had 
chael. 

Not  long  after  they  made  this  prize,  as  they 
were  cruizing  off  the  ifland  of  Gracioia,  within 
fight  of  Terct-ra,  they  difcovered  a  Spanifh  fhip, 
and  hoifting  a  white  flag,  bore  down  upon  her  •, 
but  when  they  came  within  gun-fhot,  they  low- 
ered their  Spanifh  colours,  and  hoifted  Englifh, 
at  the  fame  time  pouring  a  broad-fide  into  her, 
upon  which  fhe  furrendered;  having  firft  thrown 
into  the  fea,  her  inftructions,  letters,  and  a  map 
of  the  ftreights  of  Magellan. 

Don  Pedro  de  Sarmiento,  who  had  been  go- 
vernor of  the  ftreights  of  Magellan,  and  was 
efteemed  one  of  the  beft  lailors  in  Spain,  was 
made  prilbner  in  this  fhip  •,  and  being  afterwards 
brought  to  England,  was  introduced  to  queen 
Elizabeth,  and  became  an  intimate  acquain- 
tance of  Sir  Walter  Raleigh. 

Their  next  prize  was  a  vefTel  laden  with  fifh, 
bound  to  cape  Blanco  •,  and  the  day  after  they 
took  her,  nine  of  their  men  went  into  a  boat, 
and  brought  oft' a  veffel  from  under  the  protec- 
tion of  a  fort  in  the  ifland  of  Graciofa  ;  and  tho' 
there  were  en  fhore  great  numbers  of  men  with 
fire  arms,  who  beheld  this  tranfaction,  yet  they 
made  no  other  refiftance,  than  by  throwing  of 
ftones  ;  fo  that  of  the  Englifh,  there  was  not  a 
fingle  man  either  killed  or  wounded. 

The  captains  Evefham  andWhiddonon  their  re- 
turn to  England,  fell  in  with  a  fleet  of  Spanifh  mer- 
chantmen, richly  laden  with  gold,  filver  and  fpices, 
with  whom  they  maintained  a  running  fight  for 
two  and  thirty  hours,  and  harralTed  them  ex- 
tremely ■,  but  having  at  length  expended  all 
their  powder,  they  were  obliged  to  fheer  off, 
and  make  the  beft  of  their  way  to  Plymouth, 
where  they  found  their  former  captures,  which 
had  put  in  but  a  few  hours  before  them. 

Having 
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Having  refted  here  fome  time,  they  proceed- 
ed with  their  prizes  to  Southampton,  where  they 
were  met  by  Sir  Walter,  who  gave  immediate 
orders  that  evciy  man  ifould  receive  his  proper 
dividend  of  the  cargoes,  which  confifted  of  Bra- 
zil wood,  fugar,  elephant's  teeth,  hides,  bees- 
wax, and  other  valuable  commodities  •,  befides 
which  he  liberally  rewarded  them. 

Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  in  the  beginning  of  the 
year  1592,  having  meditated  another  expedi- 
tion agamft  the  Spaniards  in  the  Weft  Indies, 
and  particularly  intending  to  make  a  defcent  up- 
on Panama,  aftembled  thirteen  lhips,  well  pro- 
vided with  men,  proviiions,  and  ammunition  of 
all  forts  -,  and  to  thefe  the  queen  added  two  fhips 
of  her  own,  beftowinp;  on  him  the  title  and  au- 
thority  of  general  ot  the  forces  upon  that  expe- 
dition. 

When  this  fleet  was  ready  to  fail,  it  was  de- 
tained in  the  harbour  upwards  of  three  months 
by  contrary  winds ;  and  in  the  mean  time  the 
Spaniards  received  intelligence  of  their  deftina- 
tion,  and  took  proper  meafures  to  fruftrate  their 
defigns.  However,  en  the  fixth  of  May  they 
put  to  lea,  and  the  next  day  were  overtaken  by 
the  Diidain,  a  pinace  belonging  to  the  Lord 
High  Admiral,  on  board  of  which  was  Sir  Mar- 
tin Frobifher,  with  the  Queen's  letter  to  Sir 
Walter,  ordering  him  to  relign  the  command  of 
the  fleet  to  the  bearer,  in  conjunction  with  Sir 
John  Burgh. 

Notwithstanding  this  mortifying  ftroke,  Sir 
Walter  relblved  to  continue  in  ihc  fleet,  though 
an  Englifh  gentleman  whom  he  met  at  fea,  in 
a  ihip  belonging  to  the  governor  of  Calais,  in- 
formed him  that  the  Spaniards  were  every 
where  on  their  guard  againft  them  ;  and  that 
there  could  be  no  chance  of  their  picking  up  any 
prizes  at  fea,  as  the  king  of  Spain  had  fent  po- 
iitive  orders  to  all  his  American  ports,  that  no 
treafure  fhould  be  fhipped,  nor  any  veflel  ftir 
out  that  year. 

On  the  eleventh  of  May,  a  dreadful  ftorm  a- 
rofe,  which  fcattered  the  fleet,  and  carried  away 
the  long-boats  •,  and  Sir  Walter,  who  was  on 
board  one  of  the  queen's  (hips,  called  the  Gar- 
land, was  in  the  utmoft  danger  of  being  loft. 

Though  provifions  loon  began  to  run  fhort, 
and  Sir  Walter  was  well  convinced  that  no  good 
end  could  be  anfwered  by  purfuing  his  firft 
fcheme  •,  yet  being  refolved  not  to  return  home 
without  doing  fomething,  he  divided  the  fleet 
into  two  fquadrons,  one  of  which  under  the 
command  of  Sir  John  Burgh,  was  to  cruize  off 
the  Azores,  and  endeavour  to  pick  up  fome  of 
the  Oaracca  fhips  ;  while  the  other,  command- 
ed by  Sir  Martin  Frobilher,  had  orders  to  lie  off 
the  coaft  of  Spain,  to  keep  the  Spaniards  in  awe. 
This  diipofition  of  the  fleet  produced  the  de- 
fired  effect ;  for  the  news  of  an  Engliih  fleet  be- 
ing off  the  fouthern  coaft,  made  them  direct  all 
their  views  to  the  protection  of  it,  while  the 
Caraccas  were  left  open  to  the  attempts  of  Sir 
John  Burgh,  of  whofe  defigns  they  feem  to  have 
received  no  intelligence. 

Before   the   fquadrons  feparated,    they    fent 
home  a  prize  of  fix  hundred  tons  burden,  laden 
with  all  forts  of  iron  work,  valued  at  near  feven 
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thoufand  pounds  •,  and  foon  after  their  fepera- 
tion,  Sir  John  took  a  fly-boat  to  the  fouthward 
of  the  rock  of  Lifbon,  the  crew  of  which  told 
him  that  there  was  a  large  fleet  aflembied  at  Ca- 
diz and  St.  Lucar,  which  had  orders  to  purfue 
Raleigh's  fleet  to  the  Weft  Indies,  or  wherever 
elfe  it  fhould  fail. 

Soon  afterwards  Sir  John  had  like  to  havefallen 
in  with  them  •,  but  he  got  out  of  their  track,  and 
held  on  his  voyage  to  the  Azores,  where  he 
took  a  few  fmall  craft,  which  were  but  of  little 
value. 

Sir  John  arrived  off  the  Flores  on  the  twenty- 
firftof  June-,  and  hanging  out  a  white  flag,  the 
inhabitants  of  a  fmall  town,  called  Santa  Cruz, 
fupplied  him  with  fuch  neceffarics  as  he  was  in 
the  greatelt  want  oh  He  was  here  joined  by 
three  fhips  belonging  to  the  earl  of  Cumberland, 
and  dialed  a  large  carrack,  the  crew  of  which 
ran  her  on  fhore,  and  having  taken  out  a  part  of 
her  cargo,  let  her  on  fire  ;  but  one  hundred  men 
inftantly  landing  from  the  fhips,  faved  many  ar- 
ticles of  confiderable  value. 

Sir  John  having  at  this  place  received  an  ac- 
count of  three  other  Carracca  fhips,  which  were 
bound  the  fame  way,  and  expected  in  about  fif- 
teen days,  he  ordered  his  fhips  to  fpread  them- 
felves  from  north  to  fouth,  each  at  the  diitance 
of  two  leagues  from  the  other,  by  which  dif- 
pofition  they  commanded  a  view  of  two  de- 
grees. 

In  this  fituation  they  continued  cruizing  a- 
bout  feven  leagues  to  the  weftward  of  the  Flo- 
res,  till  the  third  of  Auguft,  in  expectation  of 
the  Carraccas,  when  one  of  them,  of  prodigious 
bulk,  was  difcovered  by  captain  Thomfon,  who 
bearing  down,  attacked  her  ;  but  being  confi- 
derably  damaged,  was  obliged  to  fheer  off,  as; 
was  likewife  Sir  John  hirnfelf,  who  fought  her 
with  great  bravery,  till  he  received  a  fhot  be- 
tween wind  and  water*  which  made  him  appre- 
henfive  of  finking.  Sir  Robert  Crofs  then  get- 
ting under  her  ftern,  raked  her  fore  and  aft,  and 
fought  her  fingly  for  three  hours,  when  being 
bravely  feconded  by  the  earl  of  Cumberland's 
fhip,  they  foon  boarded  her,  Sir  Robert  hirn- 
felf being  the  firft  man  that  entered  her  deck  ; 
and  flie  ftruck  in  a  fhort  time  afterwards. 

This  veflel  was  called  the  Madre  de  Dios,  or 
Mother  of  God,  and  was  fafely  brought  into 
Dartmouth  on  the  feventh  day  of  September. 
She  was  of  fixteen  hundred  tons  burden,  car- 
ried thirty-two  brafs  cannon,  and  fix  hundred 
men :  fhe  meafured  from  ftern  to  ftern  onehundred 
and  fixty-five  feet,  was  forty-feven  feet  broad, 
and  had  feven  decks.  Her  laden  confifted  of 
fllks,  carpets,  callicoes,  pearls,  fpices,  drugs, 
ivory,  muik,  civet,  ambergreafe,  and  many  o- 
ther  valuable  articles  •,  which  Sir  Walter  Ra- 
leigh and  Sir  John  Hawkins  valued  at  five  hun- 
dred thoufand  pounds,  though  when  they  came 
to  be  fold,  they  produced  but  about  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thoufand  :  but  the  reafon  of  this 
is  evident  ;  tor  the  foldiers  had  confiscated  and 
fecreted  fuch  quantities  of  rich  goods,  that  on 
her  arrival  in  England,  the  veflel  drew  five  feet 
lefs  water,  than  when  fhe  was  freighted  in  the 
Eaft  Indies. 

Camden, 
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Camden  informs  us  that  neither  order,  oath, 
nor  proclamation,  could  prevent  this  embezzle- 
ment, for  the  people  loudly  declared  that  they 
would  rather  truft  their  fouls  to  God,  than  their 
fortunes  to  men  :  and  in  fact  they  had  fome  ex- 
cufe  for  this  behaviour  •,  for  the  dividends  of 
prize  money  were  not  paid  with  the  utmoft  exact- 
nefs  in  thole  days  •,  especially  if  the  queen  was 
concerned  •,  for  by  virtue  of  her  royal  authority, 
fhe  ufed  to  compel  the  adventurers  to  accept 
whatever  fhe  pleafed  to  allot  them  •,  and  we  are 
told  that  this  was  particularly  the  cafe,  with  re- 
gard to  the  prize  abovementioned. 

We  cannot  undertake  to  fay  certainly  at  what 
time  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  left  the  fleet ;  but  Le- 
diard,  in  his  naval  hiftory,  allures  us,  that  im- 
mediatelv  after  the  ftorm  of  the  eleventh  of  May, 
he  ilTued  his  orders  for  dividing  the  fleet  ;  and 
then  returned  to  England. 

During  the  above-recited  tranfaftions  at  fea, 
Sir  Walter  was  held  in  great  efteem  at  court, 
where  he  had  an  intrigue  with  mils  Elizabeth 
Throgmorton,  daughter  of  Sir  Nicholas  Throg- 
morton,  and  one  of  the  maids  of  honour  to  the 
queen  ;  the  confequence  of  which  was  that  the 
young  lady  became  pregnant,  and  Sir  Walter, 
incurring  his  fovereign's  difpleafure,  was  confin- 
ed for  feveral  months  ;  and  though  he  made  all 
the  reparation  in  his  power,  by  marrying  the 
lady,  yet  he  did  not  obtain  his  liberty,  but  on 
the  condition  of  retiring  from  courf. 

While  Sir  Walter's  affairs  were  thus  unhap- 
pily fituated,  he  refolved  on  a  voyage  for  difco- 
vering  fuch  parts  of  the  coaft  of  Guiana  as  were 
then  unknown  •,  being  well  convinced  from  all 
the  information  he  could  get,  that  fettling  a  co- 
lony of  Englifhmen  on  this  valuable  territory, 
would  be  a  kind  of  ballance  againft  the  increafed 
power  of  the  crown  of  Spain,  by  the  reduction 
of  Mexico  and  Peru  :  and  even  to  this  day  it  is 
imagined,  that  the  riches  of  Guiana  exceed 
thofe  of  the  beforementioned  countries. 

Guiana,  is  fituated  diredly  under  the  equinoc- 
tial, to  the  eaftward  of  Peru,  and  the  accounts 
of  its  wealth  are  very  extraordinary.  Guevara, 
in  his  hiftory  of  the  Indies,  fays  that  the  chief 
city,  called  Manfa,  was  a  place  of  the  utmoft 
magnificence  :  that  in  the  palace  of  the  emperor, 
all  the  veffels,  and  even  the  chairs  and  tables  were 
of  gold  and  filver  •,  befides  which  he  poffeffed 
large  quantities  of  curiofities,  the  molt  valuable 
in  the  whole  world.  Gold  dull:  was  likewife  laid 
to  abound  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  on  certain  fo- 
lemn  feftivals  fomething  refembling  the  Bac- 
chanalia of  the  Romans,  the  natives  ufed  to 
fprinkle  it  all  over  their  bodies,  which  they  firft 
rubbed  with  a  glutinous  ballam,  that  the  dull 
might  (tick  to  it. 

Sir  Walter  having  fitted  out  five  fhips  for  this 
expedition,  let  fail  with  only  one  bark,  befides 
the  veffel  in  which  he  himlelf  was,  and  ordered 
the  others  to  join  him  off  the  Canaries.  He  left 
Plymouth  on  the  fixth  of  February  1595,  and 
on  the  twenty-fecond  of  March  following,  he 
came  to  an  anchor  at  point  Curiapan,  which  the 
Spaniards  call  Punto  de  Gallo,  on  the  ifland  of 
Trinidad,  from  whence  he  removed  in  a  fewdays, 


to  Puerto  de  los  Efpanoles,  a  little  more  to  the 
north-eaft. 

At  this  place  was  a  Spanifh  fettlement,  and 
anew-built  city  called  St.  Jofeph,  under  the  go- 
vernment of  Don  Antonio  de  Berreo,  a  perfon  of 
refolution  and  courage,  but  of  a  cruel  difpofi- 
tion,  and  lb  extremely  illiterate  that  he  fcarcely 
knew  the  eaft  from  the  weft  :  he  was  confequent- 
ly  very  unfit  for  making  difcoveries,  and,  in 
fact,  he  gained  lefs  intelligence  refpedting  the 
country  and  its  produce,  in  eleven  years,  at  the 
expence  of  thirty  thoufand  ducats,  and  the  lofs 
of  above  a  thoufand  men,  than  Sir  Walter  with 
a  handful  of  men  did  in  a  few  days. 

Sir  Walter,  in  the  preceding  year,  having  fent 
captain  Whiddon  to  examine  this  coaft,  he  had 
fome  traffic  with  the  governor,  by  whole  means 
eight  of  his  men  were  treacheroufly  deftroyed, 
and  himfelf  otherwife  extremely  ill  ufed. 

Sir  Walter  having  coafted  along  three  parts 
of  the  ifland,  and  made  draughts  of  the  molt  re- 
markable places  as  he  failed,  refolved  to  pene- 
trate up  the  country  •,  but  previous  thereto,  he 
determined  to  attack  and  defti  oy  the  Spanifh  fet- 
tlement, as  he  thought  it  would  be  quite  impru- 
dent to  leave  fuch  powerful  enemies  at  his  back  ; 
enemies  whom  he  knew  were  bent  on  his  de- 
ftruction,  and  who  had  procured  the  general  ha- 
tred of  the  Indians  by  their  cruelties.  Sir  Wal- 
ter likewife  hoped,  by  fhewing  himlelf  an  ene- 
my to  the  Spaniards,  to  acquire  the  efteem  of 
the  natives,  which  could  not  fail  to  facilitate  his 
progrefs  in  the  country. 

Towards  evening  he  made  his  attack  upon 
the  fettlement  •,  captain  Calfield  with  fixty  men 
furprizing  the  advanced  guard,  while  he  himfelf 
with  forty  more,  advanced  towards  the  town, 
which  furrendered  after  a  very  flight  refiftance. 

The  governor  Don  Antonio  de  Berreo,  and 
feveral  Spanifh  officers  were  taken  prifoners  ;  to 
whom  Sir  Walter  behaved  with  the  utmoft  po- 
litenefs  and  humanity,  and  through  their  means, 
he  obtained  fuch  intelligence  as  was  of  great  ufe 
to  him  in  his  future  progrefs.  He  likewife  fet  at 
liberty  many  Indian  captives  among  whom  were 
five  petty  kings,  who  being  all  linked  together  in 
one  chain,  were  confined  in  a  place  where  they 
had  been  tortured  by  being  baited  with  fat  ba- 
con, and  otherwife  treated  in  a  molt  cruel  man- 
ner, befides  being  almoft  ftarved  to  death. 

On  the  very  day  that  Sir  Walter  fet  thefe  poor 
creatures  at  liberty,  there  arrived  to  his  affift- 
ance,  captain  George  Gifford,  in  the  Lion's 
whelp,  a  fhip  belonging  to  the  Lord  Admiral 
Howard,  who,  as  well  as  Sir  Robert  Cecil,  was 
cencerned  in  this  expedition  ;  and  captain  Rey- 
mis  in  a  Galego ;  and  as  thefe  fhips  had  on 
board  many  gentlemen  and  foldiers,  together 
with  fome  neceffary  fupplies,  their  arrival  was  a 
very  pleafing  circumftance. 

Before  Sir  Walter  proceeded  farther  on  his 
difcoveries,  he,  with  a  view  to  conciliate  the 
friendfhip  of  the  Indians,  fummoned  an  affem- 
bly  of  their  chiefs,  particularly  felecting  thofc 
who  were  enemies  to  the  Spaniards,  whom  by 
means  of  his  interpreter,  he  addreffed,  inform- 
ing them  that  "  He  was  the  fubject  of  a  Virgin 

"  Queen, 
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"  Queen,  wlio  was  the  mo  ft  powerful  cacique 
•*•  or  fovereign  of  the  north,  having  more  caci- 
"  iiues  fubjed  to  her,  than  they  could  count 
'■  trees  in  Trinidad  •,  that  lhe  was  the  patronefs 
"  of  liberty,  ami  a  foe  to  the  Caitellani,*  on 
"  account  of  their  barbarity  and  oppreflion  ; 
"  and  that  her  Majefty  having  delivered  the 
ki  northern  parts  of  the  world  from  their  fervi- 
"  tude,  had  extended  her  clemency  to  the  coaft 
M  of  Guiana,  by  lending  him  to  free  it  from 
'.'  their  tyranny,  and  fecure  it  from  their  future 
"  invafion. 

Having  concluded  his  fpeech,  Sir  Walter 
(hewed  them  the  Queen's  picture,  which  they 
admired  almoft  to  a  degree  of  adoration  :  and 
by  thele  kind  of  addreffes,  in  this  and  other 
places,  he  won  the  affections  of  the  people,  while 
i;e  made  them  familiar  with  the  name  and  virtues 
of  his  royal  miStreSs. 

Sir  Walter  now  made  preparations  for  advanc- 
ing towards  Guiana,  notwithstanding  the  remon- 
ftrances  of  the  governor  Berreo,  who  in  vain  re- 
prefented  to  him  that  it  was  a  territory  at  Seve- 
ral hundred  miles  greater  distance   than  he  had 
been  told  ;  that  the  way  was  ftrewed  with  dan- 
gerous Shallows,  over  which  there  was  no  poffi- 
bility  of  palling,  but  in   very  light  boats  •,  that 
he  could  not  carry  with  him  half  provisions  e- 
nough  for  his   ule,  and  muft  expect   no  relief 
from  the  natives,  who  would  not  hold  the  leatt 
correspondence  with   him,  but  burn  their  towns 
as  he  advanced,   and  retire  to  the  rocks,  where 
it  would  be  impoiiible  to  approach  them  :   that 
their  kings  and   chiefs  had  Strictly  forbad  them 
from  bartering  any  gold,  or  having  any  kind  of 
connexion  with  the  Christians,  as  it  would  in- 


fallibly prove  their  ruin  :  befides  all  which  rea- 
fons,  as  the  winter  was  advancing,  he  would  find 
valt  inconvenience  from  the  rains^  and  the  Swel- 
ling of  the  rivers. 

In  fpite  of  all'  thefe  arguments ;  Sir  Walter 
was  determined  to  make  the  attempt ;  and  there- 
fore he  ordered  his  vice-admiral  Gifford,  and 
captain  Calfield,  to  endeavour,  at  the  higheSt 
flood,  forcing  over  the  Shoal  to  the  ealtward  of 
the  moUth  of  the  river  Capuri :  this  they  attempt- 
ed, but  notwithstanding  all  their  Skill,  the  wa- 
ter fell  before  they  could  effect  it.  The  maiter 
of  the  Lion's  whelp  was  then  Sent  to  try  if  a  fmall 
Ship  could  enter  at  Amana,  but  he  found  the 
bottom  the  fame  as  in  other  places  •,  and  Mr. 
John  Douglas  being  diipatched  on  a  like  fearch, 
difcovered  four  open  and  promising  entrances, 
the  bays  leading  to  which  were  barred  up  with 
Shoals  in  like  manner. 

Sir  Walter,  in  the  mean  time,  gave  his  peo- 
ple all  kind  of  encouragement,  and  kept  up 
their  Spirits  as  well  as  he  could,  by  appearing  ex- 
tremely chearful  ;  and  his  carpenter  having  cut 
down  an  old  Galego  boat,  with  banks  for  oars, 
of  only  five  feet  draught,  he,  with  Sixty  of  his 
people,  went  on  board  her,  being  followed  by 
Gifford's  wherry  with  twenty,  Calfield's  with 
ten,  and  a  barge  of  his  own  with  ten  more. 

In  this  manner  they  proceeded,  and  having 
paSTed  above  twenty  miles  of  a  very  boisterous 
Sea,  were  forced  by  the  wind  into  the  bay  of 
Guanipa,  where  the  natives,  who  are  cannibals, 
continually  Shot  poifoned  arrows  at  them  :  but 
from  hence  they  found  a  paffage  into  one  of  the 
rivers   of  which  Douglas  had   brought   intelli- 


*  The  Indians  in  many  places  call  the  Spaniards  by  this  name. 
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Our  adventurers  encounter  great  hard/hips  ;  they  take  a  prifoncr  *,  an  account  of  people  who- 
dwell  in  trees  ;  they  find  fome  marks  of  gold,  and  receive  intelligence  where  to  get  it  ;  Sir 
Walter  enters  the  river  Oromko,  and  is  vifited  by  a  neighbouriug  king  ;  an  account  of  men 
whofe  countenances  arefaid  to  be  in  their  breafis ;  an  attempt  to  account  for  this Pbaviomenon ; 
they  return  to  their  Jhips,  in  their  way  to  which  Sir  Walter  has  a  fecond  conference  with 
the  old  king  ;  he  is  conduced  to  a  gold  mine  ;  Raleigh  burns  the  town  of  Cumanafor  refu- 
fing  him  victuals,  and  dejlroys  two  other  i-panijhfettlements  ;  he  returns  to  England;  cap- 
tain Keymis  is  difpatched  on  another  expedition  to  Guiana,  but  meets  with  little Juccefs  ;  Sir 
Walter  is  employed  in  an  expedition  againjl  Spain  ;  he  is  danger  oufily  wounded ;  Cadiz  de- 
fir  oyed  ;  the  town  of  Faro  plundered  ;   Captain  Berry's  expedition  to  Guiana. 


OU  R  Adventurers  were  now  certainly  in 
a  very  difagreeable  Situation,  being  all 
day  long  expoSed  to  the  Scorching  heat 
of  the  fun,  or  the  driving  rains  ;  and  having 
nothing  but  the  bare  boards  to  reft  on  at  night. 
What  food  they  had,  confifted  chiefly  of  a  very 
indifferent  Stale  fiSh,  which  being  cooked  among 
them,  added  to  the  filthinefs  of  their  condition, 


fo  that   the  people  began  to  murmer  at  their 
lot. 

Nor  was  their  future  profpect  very  agreeable  ; 
for  though  in  four  days  they  had  got  above  ther 
force  of  the  tides,  yet  they  were  fo  whirled  a- 
bout  by  different  eddies  and  currents,  that  fre- 
quently, after  toiling  for  a  considerable  time, 
they  found  themfelves  brought  back  to  the  place 

from 
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from  which  they  fet  out,  or  carried  to  that 
which  they  ftrove  to  avoid  :  and  there  was  but 
little  room  to  hope  for  a  fafe  extrication  from 
fuch  innumerable  iflands  and  ftreights,  which 
refembied  each  other  fo  much  as  to  be  fcarcely 
diitinguilhable.  The  border--  of  the  ftreams  be- 
ing covered  with  trees,  the  boughs  of  which 
hung  almoft  to  the  edge  of  the  water,  and 
added  a  gloom  to  the  natural  horror  of  the 
place. 

If  to  all  thefe  confiderations  we  fuperadd  the 
dangers  of  the  water,  and  the  frequent  changes 
of  die  weather,  we  muft  allow  that  the  whole 
feemed  enough  to  intimidate  the  boldeft  heart : 
yet  did  Sir  Walter,  who  when  at  home  purfued 
all  the  pleafures  of  a  court,  bear  every  hardfliip 
with  fo  much  refignation,  and  apparent  pleafure, 
that  his  behaviour  gave  fpirits  and  refolution  to 
all  his  followers. 

After  enduring  great  hardfhips,  they  on  the 
twenty-fecond  of  May  1595,  entered  a  river, 
to  which  they  gave  the  name  of  the  Red  Crofs 
River ;  and  drawing  up  into  a  creek  near  a 
town,  their  pilate  Fernando  went  on  fhore,where 
he  had  like  to  have  been  killed  by  dogs  fet  upon 
him  by  fome  of  his  inhuman  countrymen  •,  but 
being  a  nimble  fellow,  he  effected  his  efcape, 
and  throwing  himfelf  into  the  river,  he  fwam  off 
to  Sir  Walter's  barge. 

While  Fernando  was  abfent,  they  feized  an 
old  man,  whofe  head  they  threatened  to  cut  off, 
unlefs  he  procured  the  pilot's  liberty  ;  but  they 
afterwards  treated  him  with  great  refpect,  and 
he  was  of  the  utmoft  ufe  in  guiding  them  thro' 
the  intricacies  of  the  river. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  borders  of  this  river 
are  called  Tivitivas  :  they  are  a  hardy,  bold 
and  refolute  people,  fenfible  of  the  value  of  li- 
berty, and  fufficiently  courageous  to  defend  it. 
In  fummer  they  dwell  in  cabins  on  the  ground-, 
but  as  the  floods  overflow  all  the  country  in 
winter,  they  then  build  little  huts  among  the 
branches  of  the  trees,  where  they  live  very  con- 
tentedly :  nor  is  this  method  of  erecting  houfes 
in  trees  peculiar  to  themfelves  ;  being  common 
in  thofe  parts  of  the  Eaft  Indies  where  there  are 
great  rains. 

Sir  Walter's  barge  ran  a  ground  with  fuch 
violence  in  this  river,  that  they  defpaired  of 
ever  getting  her  off;  but  after  labouring  incef- 
fantly  for  four  days,  they  difingaged  her,  and 
continued  their  voyage  by  the  Amana,  one  of 
the  branches  of  the  river  Oronoko. 

They  were  now  within  five  degrees  of  the 
equinoctial  line,  and  Sir  Walter  endeavoured 
to  keep  up  the  fpirits  of  his  men,  by  giving  pri- 
vate directions  to  the  pilot  to  give  them  hopes, 
from  time  to  time,  that  their  fatigues  were  near- 
ly at  an  end. 

Their  provifions  being  now  almoft  exhaufted, 
their  old  Indian  pilot  undertook  to  conduct  them 
to  a  town  where  they  might  be  fupplied  ;  which 
he  in  vain  fearched  for  all  that  day,  and  the  fuc- 
ceeding  night,  fo  that  they  began  to  think  he 
"had  deceived  them  •,  but  the  following  morning 
he  found  the  place,  and  they  procured  all  ne- 
fceffary  refrelhments. 

During  this  laft  voyage,  which  was  upwards 


of  fourfcore  miles,  they  met  with  various  forts 
of  uncommon  fifh,  particularly  crocodiles  ;  one 
of  which  fwallowed  a  young  negro  lad  that  wait- 
ed on  Sir  Walter,  in  fight  of  the  whole  compa- 
ny. Not  long  after  this  event  they  made  prize 
of  two  canoes,  laden  with  excellent  bread,  be- 
lono-incr  to  fome  Indians,  called  Arwaycas,  who 
havino-  been  perfuaded  by  the  Spaniards,  that 
Raleigh  and  his  people  were  cannibals,  had  run 
their  veffels '  on  fhore,  and  taken  refuge  in  the 
woods. 

Sir  Walter  with  two  or  three  attendants  fol- 
lowed thefe  people,  with  a  view  cf  procuring  in- 
telligence ;  and  as  they  crept  through  the 
bufhes,  they  found  a  refiner's  bafket,  contain- 
ing quick-filver,  fait  petre,  and  other  things 
ufed  in  refining  metals,  together  with  fome  re- 
fined ore.  They  foon  met  with  the  Arwaycas, 
who  told  Sir  Walter  that  they  had  been  accom- 
panied by  two  other  canoes  laden  with  gold  ore, 
which  had  efcaped  :  one  of  thefe  people  he  kept 
for  his  pilot,  and  learnt  from  him  when,  where, 
and  how  the  Spaniards  worked  for  gold  ;  which 
intelligence  he  communicated  to  tv/o  of  his  peo- 
ple, in  whom  he  could  confide,  to  be  made  ufe 
of  when  opportunity  offered. 

Sir  Walter  having  new  iufficiently  refrefhed 
himfelf  and  his  companions,  they  appeared  as 
well  fatisfied  with  the  expedition  as  he  was,  and 
declared  that  they  would  follow  him  to  the  end 
of  the  world.  And  on  the  fixth  of  June  they 
entered  the  river  Oronoko,  and  procured  a  true 
account  of  the  feveral  nations  inhabiting  the 
banks  on  each  fide  of  it. 

The  river  Oronoko  is  one  of  the  largeft  in  the 
world  ;  being  reckoned  three  hundred  miles 
wide  at  the  mouth,  extending  from  Quito  in 
Peru,  to  the  fea.  It  lies  due  eaft  and  weft,  and 
is  navigable  for  fliips  of  burden  a  thoufand 
miles,  and  for  fmaller  veffels  double  that  fpace. 
It  difcharges  itfelf  into  the  fea  by  fixteen  mouths, 
is  in  molt  places  twenty  fathom  deep,  and  no 
where  lefs  than  two  and  a  half. 

On  the  fifth  day  after  they  entered  this  river, 
they  came  to  an  anchor  at  Morequito  in  the 
province  of  Aromaia,  being  upwards  of  three 
hundred  miles  within  land  •,  and  here  Sir  Wal- 
ter fent  an  immediate  invitation  to  the  king  of 
the  province,  who  paid  him  a  vifit  the  next  day 
about  noon.  Tho'  the  diftance  from  his  majef- 
ty's  place  of  refidence  was  above  fourteen  miles, 
and  he  was  one  hundred  and  ten  years  of  age, 
yet  he  came  on  foot,  and  returned  the  fame  dav. 

The  Old  monarch  brought  with  him  a  con- 
fiderable  number  of  attendants  both  men  and 
women  ;  together  with  a  large  quantity  of  pro- 
vifions, and  variety  of  fruit.  His  Majefty  held 
a  long  difcourfe  with  Sir  Walter,  in  which  he 
expatiated  much  on  the  cruelty  of  the  Spa- 
niards ;  to  which  the  former  replied  by  his  in- 
terpreter, in  a  fpeech  of  the  fame  kind  that  he 
had  made  to  the  Indian  chiefs  in  the  ifland  of  Tri- 
nidad, fetting  forth  the  virtues  of  his  fovereign 
queen,  "  Whole  greateft  ambition,"  he  faid, 
"  was  to  relieve  diftrefled  nations,  and  to  punifh 
"  the  arrogance,  and  curtail  the  power  of  the 
"  Caftellani,  which  were  her  only  motives  for 
"  fending  him  to  Guiana." 

Sir 
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Sir  Walter  now  began  to  make  enquiries  re- 
flecting the  ftrength,  policy,  alliances  and  go- 
vernment of  the  country  •,  to  all  which  questions 
the  kinganfwered  in  io  rational  and  clear  a  man- 
ner, as  plainly  to  prove  that  good  fenfe  and 
found  judgment  are  by  no  means  the  effect  or' 
ati  in,  but  the  unbiased  gifts  of  nature. 
Some  of  his  majefty's  attendants  prefented  Sir 
Walter  with  a  very  fmall  paroquet  of  lingular 
beauty,  and  with  a  fmall  animal,  but  little 
known  at  that  time,  called  the  Armadilla,  the 
body  of  which  is  covered  with  a  hard  fcale  like  a 
Rhinoceros,  and  which  bears  a  horn  that  is  of 
great  ufe  in  medicine. 

When  the  king  had  taken  his  leave,  our  ad- 
urers  failed  up  the  river  Cacoli,  which  the) 
did,  not  onlv  on  account  of  the  many  wonders 
;iver  itfelf  afforded,  but  likewiie  becaufe  it 
led  to  a  nation,  the  people  of  which  were  fub- 
ject  to  the  emperor  of  Guiana,  and  celebrated 
for  their  warlike  exploits  :  but  they  found  the 
current  of  this  river  lb  amazingly  rapid,  that  an 
eight-oared  barge  could  not  gain  the  length  of  a 
Hone's  throw  in  two  hours,  though  the  breadth 
of  the  river  was  not  lefs  than  that  of  the  Thames 
at  Woolwich. 

Being  thus  impeded  in  their  progrefs,  Sir 
Iter  was  obliged  to  land,  and  encamp  upon 
the  banks ;  which  having  done,  he  fent  an  Indian 
to  inform  the  lords  of  Canuri,  who  dwelt  in  that 
province,  of  his  arrival  ;  and  loon  afterwards  a 
prince  culled  Wonuretona,  came  to  vifit  him, 
with  a  large  train  of  followers,  who  brought  with 
them  variety  of  refrefhments. 

This  prince  informed  Sir  Walter  that  the  Ca- 
colians  were  not  only  profeffed  enemies  to  the 
Spaniards,  but  likewiie  to  the  Epuremei,  the 
inhabitants  of  a  neighbouring;  nation  which  a- 
bounded  in  gold  :  he  alio  faid  that  there  were 
three  other  nations  at  the  head  of  this  river  who 
entertained  the  fame  fentiments,  and  that  there 
was  a  mine  of  filver  on  the  banks  of  it, 
but  that  no  boat  could  then  live  upon  the  fur- 
face,  as  the  waters  were  much  out,  and  the 
fwell  very  great. 

Hereupon  Sir  Walter  fent  between  thirty  and 
forty  of  his  men  by  land,  to  furvey  the  banks  of 
the  river,  while  he  himfelf,  and  a  few  officers, 
providing  themfclves  with  ammunition  for  their 
defence,  marched  up  the  country,  to  take  a  view 
of  the  cataracts  of  the  river,  the  noife  of  which 
they  plainly  heard. 

Having  afcended  to  the  top  of  one  of  the  firft 
hills,  which  commanded  a  view  of  the  river, 
they  faw  it  divide  into  three  ftreams,  which  run- 
ning with  great  rapidity  for  upwards  of  twenty 
miles,  were  interfected  by  feveral  tremendous 
falls,  that  added  at  once  an  aftonifhing  yet  pleat- 
ing variety  to  the  landfcape  :  they  rolled  over 
the  edges  of  rocks  of  immenfe  height,  with  fuch 
force,  that  the  noifeof  therebound  was  as  loud  as 
that  of  thunder,  and  the  vapour  arifing  from  it 
refembled  a  heavy  ihower  of  rain. 

The  face  of  the  country  was  the  moft  enchant- 
ing that  could  poilibly  be  imagined  •,  the  plains 
were  large,  free  from  brambles,  well  watered, 
and  covered  with  rich  grafs  ;  the  foil  was  a  hard 
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fand,  fit  either  for  walking  or  bearing  of  car- 
riages, and  many  a  hillock,  rearing  up  its  ver- 
dant head,  added  new  life  and  beauty  to  the 
profpect  :  as  the  evening  advanced,  great  num- 
bers of  finging  birds  perched  on  every  bough, 
and  while  they  ravifhed  the  ear  with  the  moft 
delightful  concert,  entertained  the  eye  with  their 
beautiful  plumage. 

On  the  banks  of  the  river  were  cranes  and 
herons,  of  white,  crimfon,  carnation,  and  other 
lively  colours.  The  air,  which  was  kept  in  mo- 
tion by  a  perpetual,  but  gentle  breeze,  fmelt  like 
perfume  ;  and  no  country  in  the  univerfe  could 
afford  a  better  profpect  of  immenfe  wealth,  as 
every  ftone  which  they  {looped  to  take  up, 
bore  the  marks  of  gold  or  filver  intermixed  with 
its  other  particles  ;  however  a  Spaniard  well 
{killed  in  metals,  to  whom  fome  of  thefe  were 
ihewn,  declared  that  they  were  the  Madre  del 
Oro,  or  mother  of  gold,  being  themfelves  of 
but  fmall  value,  but  a  proof  that  there  were 
mines  at  no  great  diftance. 

In  the  accounts  of  SirWalterRaleigh'svoyages, 
from  whence  this  narrative  is  taken,  it  is  afferted 
that  there  is  in  this  country  a  river  called 
Caora,  the  banks  of  which  are  inhabited  by  a 
people,  who  have  no  neck,  and  whofe  heads 
are  fixed  in  their  breaft  :  Sir  Walter  does  not 
pretend  to  have  feen  thefe  ftrange  people  him- 
ielf,  but  fays  that  he  received  his  information 
concerning  them,  from  peribns  whofe  veracity 
there  could  be  no  reafon  to  doubt. 

Jn  Theobald's  Shakefpear,  among  the  notes 
on  the  play  of  Othello,  we  find  a  conjecture 
reipeenng  them,  not  wholly  devoid  of  proba- 
bility :  he  fays  that  in  the  northern  parts  of 
Mulcovy,  a  certain  fet  of  people  wear  a  clofe 
garment,  which  has  very  long  fleeves,  and  is 
only  open  at  the  neck  ;  and  that  in  cold  wea- 
ther they  draw  out  their  hands,  and  throw  this 
covering  over  their  heads,  fo  that  their  faces 
are  feen  at  the  opening,  originally  adapted  to 
the  neck  ;  while  the  empty  ileeves  hang  down 
from  above  their  ears  like  arms  :  and  it  is  not 
improbable,  that  a  number  of  people  thus 
dreffed,  being  feen  at  a  confiderable  dif- 
ftance,  may  have  given  rife  to  the  idea  of  thefe 
monfters. 

The  progrefs  of  our  adventurers  now  began 
to  grow  fatiguing-  and  diiagreeable,  as  the  rains 
deicended  lo  impetuoufly,  and  the  floods  ruffl- 
ed from  the  hills  fo  fuddenly,  that  they  were 
fometimes  up  to  the  neck  in  water,  before 
night,  in  places  over  which  they  had  marched 
dry-fhod  in  the  morning  :  befides  which  the 
tempeft  increafed  daily,  the  navigation  of  the 
river  became  more  and  more  dangerous,  and 
there  was  not  a  man  among  them  but  was 
heartily  weary  of  his  cloaths,  which  they  had 
worn  above  a  month  without  change,  or  having 
them  any  otherwife  cleaned,  than  by  being 
wafhed  on  their  backs  by  the  rains,  which  fre- 
quently happened  ten  times  in  a  day. 

They  therefore  began  ierioufly  to  think  of 
diiccntinuing  their  courfe,  and  making  the  befl 
of  their  way  back  to  their  fhips  •,  having  travell- 
ed about  four  hundred  miles,  and  made  many 
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curious  difcoveries  reflecting  the  fituafion 
and  produce  of  the  countries  where  they 
touched,  as  well  as  on  the  manner  of  the  inha- 
bitants. 

They  found  very  little  difficulty  in  return- 
ing, though  the  wind  was  full  againft  them  ; 
for  the  rapidity  of  the  ftream  hurried  them 
down  feyeral  miles  in  an  hour.  They  flopped 
at  the  pore  of  Morequito,  and  Sir  "Walter  pitch- 
ed a  tent  on  the  lhore,  for  the  reception  of  the 
old  king,  with  whom  he  was  defirous  of  having 
another  conference. 

His  majefty  no  fooner  heard  of  their  arrival, 
than  he  came  to  them,  attended  by  a  great  num- 
ber of  his  fubjects,  who  were  loaded  with  pre- 
fents  and  provifions.  Sir  Walter  asked  him 
many  queftions  reflecting  the  method  of  com- 
ing at  the  richeft  parts,  and  moft  civilized  towns 
of  Guiana.  To  which  he  anfwered  in  the  moft 
fatisfaclory  manner.  He  dtfired  the  admiral 
not  to  think  of  penetrating  as  far  as  the  great 
capital  Manoa  ;  for  the  feafcrf  of  the  year  was 
againft  him,  and  his  number  of  men  greatly  in- 
fufficient  for  luch  an  enterprize.  He  likewise 
told  him,  that  in  the  plains  of  Maureguarai, 
which  was  the  firft  civilized  town  of  Guiana,  and 
about  four  days  journey  from  Morequito,  three 
hundred  Spaniards  had  been  lately  cut  off,  hav- 
ing invaded  it  without  making  friends  among 
the  bordering  nations,  moft  of  whom  being  ene- 
mies to  the  people  of  Guiana,  would  readily 
join  in  any  attempt  againft  that  nation,  and 
therefore  their  friendfhip  fhould  be  previoufly 
gained. 

He  farther  told  the  admiral  that  at  this  place 
were  made  the  plates  and  utenfils  cf  gold,  which 
abounded  throughout  the  empire ;  and  when 
Sir  Walter  enquired  how  they  feparated  the  gold 
from  the  ftone,  his  majefty  anfwered  that  they 
feldom  gave  themfelves  any  concern  about  the 
gold  in  the  ftones  ;  that  which  they  ufed  being 
round  in  grains  of  great  purity,  in  the  lake  of 
Manoa,  and  in  feveral  rivers  :  that  they  mixed 
it  with  a  certain  quantity  of  copper  to  temper  it, 
and  then  threw  it  into  a  iarge  earthen  pot  over  a 
great  fire,  the  heat  of  which  was  increafed  by  a 
number  of  men  blowing  through  long  reeds  •, 
and  when  the  metal  was  melted,  it  was  poured 
into  moulds  of  clay  or  ftone,  and  by  that  means 
formed  into  plates  or  images. 

Sir  Walter  brought  to  England  fpecimens  of 
both  forts  ;  not  fo  much  for  the  value  as  the 
curiofity ;  for  to  prevent  thefe  people  from  ima- 
gining that  he  came  among  them  for  gold,  he 
diftributed  a  greater  value  in  twenty  milling 
pieces  of  the  queen's  coin,  which  the  natives 
hung  about  their  necks,  than  he  brought  from 
thence  in  unwrought  gold. 

His  Majefty  likewife  told  Sir  Walter,  that 
with  his  prefent  force,  he  thought  that  he  might 
be  able  to  leize  the  town  of  Maureguarai,  in 
which,  if  he  doubted  his  own  ftrength,  he  offer- 
ed to  affiit  him  in  the  beft  manner  he  was  able, 
provided  fifty  Engiiihmen  were  left  behind  for 
his  body  guard  :  but  the  Admiral  thought  pro- 
per to  decline  the  expedition  ;  on  which  the 
king  begged  him  to  leave  his  dominions  as-  foon 
as  poffiole,  left,  after  he  was  gone,  the  Epure- 


mei  fhould  come  and  revenge  his  having  enter- 
tained him  ;  or  that  the  Spaniards  fhould  infult 
him  for  it  ■,  as,  on  a  former  occafion,  they  had 
made  him  feel  the  weight  of  their  refentment, 
by  taking  him  prifoner,  and  loading  him  with 
chains  for  feventeen  days,  at  the  end  of  which 
he  was  obliged  to  purchafe  his  freedom  at  the 
expence  of  feveral  chains  of  fpleenftone,  and 
one  hundred  plates  of  gold. 

He  likewife  made  great  complaints  againft  the 
Epuremei,  who  he  laid  had  plundered  him  and 
his  fubjects  of  fuch  numbers  of  their  women, 
that  thofe  who  ufed  to  have  ten  or  a  dozen 
wives,  had  now  only  three  or  four  •,  and  he 
allured  Sir  Walter,  that  if  he  would  return  at  a 
proper  feafon  of  the  year,  the  fingle  hope  of 
recovering  their  women  would  engage  the  aflif- 
tance  of  him  and  all  his  people,  without  any 
other  view  whatfoever.  He  concluded  by  fay- 
ing, that  it  was  with  the  utmoft  grief  and  vexa- 
tion that  they  knew  that  the  Epuremei  pofTeffed 
from  fifty  to  one  hundred  women  each,  while  lie 
and  his  fubjedts  were  abridged  of  their  num- 
ber. •  ...  r 
Sir  Walter  having  faithfully  promifed  to  return, 
took  his  leave  ;  and  at  his  departure,  a  cacique, 
named  Putijona,  offered  to  ftiew  him  a  rich  gold 
mine,  at  w  hich  they  arrived,  after  great  fatigue, 
though  to  no  purpofe  ;  for  having  no  inftru- 
ments  to  dig  the  gold,  Sir  Walter  obferves  that 
their  flaying  and  attempting  to  dig  it  with  their 
nails,  might  have  been  a  proof  of  their  unwearied 
induftn,  though  none  at  all  of  their  good 
ienic. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  journey  one  of  Sir  Wal- 
tei  s  attendants  kindled  a  fire,  by  rubbing  two 
flicks  together,  which  produced  the  fame  effect 
as  flint  and  fleel ;  and  by  this  fire  they  dried  their 
fhirts,  which  were  wet  and  heavy  with  the  heat 
of  the  weather.  They  likewife  faw  many  rocks 
fhining  like  gold,  a  round  hill  of  mineral  ftone, 
and  a  prodigious  high  mountain,  which  at  a  dif- 
tance  refembled  the  white  tower  of  a  church, 
from  the  top  of  which  burft  a  vaft  torrent  :  and 
this  was  called  the  Chryftal  mountain,  and  con- 
tained (according  to  the  account  of  the  gover- 
nor Berreo,  who  had  attended  during  this  ex- 
pedition) diamonds  and  other  valuable  ftones, 
the  luftre  of  which  was  often  feen  to  blaze,  at  a 
confiderable  diftance. 

This  mountain  was  fituated  in  the  river. Wini- 
capora  ;  on  the  banks  of  which  they  found  a  vil- 
lage bearing  the  lame  name,  the  inhabitants  of 
which,  by  way  of  celebrating  fome  folemn  fefti- 
val,  had  all  got  drunk  ;  notwithstanding  which 
they  regaled  our  adventurers  very  plentifully, 
with  a  wine  of  an  excellent  flavour,  prefled  from 
the  pine-apple. 

Sir  Walter  now  held  on  his  way  towards  his 
fhips,  but  was  overtaken  by  fo  violent  a  ftorm, 
that  he  had  like  to  have  been  loft  ;  and  with 
the  captains  Greenville,  GiffordandCalfield,  was 
obliged  to  quit  the  galley,  and  take  to  the  boat, 
with  which  they  ventured  on  a  very  rough  fea, 
and  on  the  following  day  were  fo  happy  as  to 
reach  Curiapan  on  the  ifland  of  Trinidad,  where- 
the  fhips  lay  at  anchor,  and  the  galley  foon  after- 
wards joined  them. 

Sir 
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Sir  Walter,  in  all  this  dangerous  expedition, 
lolt  only  one  man,  which  was  the  negro  that 
was  fwailowed  by  the  crocodile  ;  nor  were  any 
of  his  people  in  the  leaft  troubled  with  any  infec- 
tious diforder,  notwithstanding  the  many  diffi- 
culties they  had  umcrgone:  they  had  indeed 
wanted  all  manner  of  conveniences,  had  fre- 
quently been  without  food,  lb  that  they  were 
obliged  to  eat  anv  kind  of  fruit  or  fifh  that  they 
could  come  at  :  at  fome  particular  times  they 
had  been  reduced  to  prey  upon  the  Armadilla, 
the  crocodile,  and  the  lea  ccw  ;  which  laft  i^ 
bigger  than  a  hogfhead,  and  affords  excellent 
oil  ;  its  hide,  when  dreffed,  is  a  good  buff,  of 
which  ltrong  targets  and  armour  are  made,  and 
flefh  is  laid  to  tafle  like  beef. 

In  Sir  Walter's  return  to  England,  he  burnt 

n  or  Cuffiana,  becaufe  the  Spaniards  re 

mIs:  and  he  likewifi   in  the  fame 

iner  deftfoyed  St.  Mary's,    and   Rio  de  la 

:   and  though  Camden  and  other  writers, 

.  ■■. mies  to  our  adventurer,   affirm  that 

he  might  have  got  a  great  deal  of  plunder  in 

thefe  places,  yet  this  is  not  at  all  likely,  as  the 

Spaniards  fled  with  their  riches  to  the   ftrong 

h-  Ids,   and  inacceffible  parts  of  the  mountains  : 

but  b  as  it  will,  his  fame  was  greatly   in- 

creaft ..  I     thi    vovaee. 

On  his  arrival  in  England,  he  was  received 
l  every  teftimony  ot  joy :  he  brought  with  him 
the  fon  of  the  old  king  whom  we  have  fo  fre- 
quently mentioned,  v.  ho  afterwards  embracing 
the  chriftian  religion,  was  baptized  by  the  name 
of  V.  "alter;  and  in  the  room  ofjhis  youth  he 
left  behind  him,  at  their  own  defire,  two  perfons  ; 
Francis  Sparrow,  an  excellent  draUghtfman,  who 
flayed  with  a  view  ol  delcnbing  the  country  •, 
and  Hugh  Goodwin,  a  boy  of  great  capacity,  to 
learn  the  Indian  languages  ;  but  the  latter  had 
afterwards  the  misfortune  to  be  devourd  by  a 
wild  bead. 

The  pens  of  many  ingenious  men  of  th oft- 
times,  were  employed  in  the  praife  of  Sir  Wal- 
ter Raleigh,  on  account  of  this  voyage  :  a  latin 
poem  was  written  by  captain  Keymis,  one  of 
the  adventurers,  in  which  he  recapitulated  every 
incident  of  the  expedition,  and  described  the 
riches  and  fituation  of  the  country  :  and  Mr. 
George  Chapman  compofed  an  heroic  poem  of 
two  hundred  lines  on  it,  in  which  he  pays  many 
compliments  to  the  courage  and  good  conduct 
of  S.r  Walter,  who  himfelf  likewife  wrote  and 
pubhihed  an  account  of  all  his  adventures  in  this 
expedition. 

It  is  very  certain,  according  to  the  beft  ac- 
counts, that  he  opened  a  paffage  to  one  of  the 
richeft  countries  in  the  world  ;  and  if  the  queen 
had  been  follicitous  to  encourage  the  fettlement 
of  it,  there  can  be  little  doubt  but  that  the 
crown  of  Great  Britain  would,  at  this  day,  have 
had  a  baUance  of  treafure  equal  to  Peru,  Mexico, 
and  the  other  Indian  dominions  of  Spain  :  but 
at  that  time  there  were  many  people  concerned 
in  the  management  of  public  affairs,  who,  en- 
vying Sir  Walter  on  account  of  his  great  abi- 
lities, took  all  opportunities  of  depreffing  his 
merits  :  and  fome  of  them,  in  fupport  of  their 
invidious  infir. nations,  were  weak   and  wicked 


enough  to  aflert,  that  the  ore  which  he  brought 
home,  was  not  the  produce  of  Guiana,  but  pur- 
chaled  in  Barbary,  in  his  way  to  England.  Some 
of  this  ore  being  afterwards  refined  in  London, 
produced  from  twelve  to  twenty-feven  thoufend 
pounds  in  the  ton. 

In  fpite  of  all  thofe  endeavours  which  were 
tiled  to  difcourrg.-  SirWa  ter  from  purfuing  his 
defigns  upon  Guiana,  he  fitted  out  two  veffels 
under  the  command  of  captain  Keymis,  called 
the  Darling,  and  the  Difcoverer,  with  a  view  of 
keeping  up  the  friendfhip  lubliftmg  between  him 
and  the  Indians  on  the  coaft. 

Captain  Keymis  failed  from  England  about 
the  month  of  January,  and  after  a  profperous 
voyage,  arrived  at  the  port  of  Morequito,  where 
he  was  informed  of  the  death  of  the  old  king, 
and  of  the  lofs  of  Francis  Sparrow,  who  had 
been  carried  into  captivity  by  the  Spaniards. 

Keymis  alio  learnt  that  leveral  Indian  chiefs 
had  affembled  their  forces,  and  waited  only  the 
ai  rival  or  Sir  Walter,  to  attack  the  Guianians  j 
but  that  the  Spaniards  having  artfully  fpread  a 
11  p^rt  of  Raleigh's  death,  they  thereupon  fe- 
parated,  each  taking  mealures  to  fecure  him- 
.elf. 

The  Spaniards  had  by  this  time  fixed  a  fet- 
tlement at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Cacoii,  where 
they  had  prepared  a  battery  of  cannon  to  give 
the  Englifh  a  warm  reception,  who  by  this 
means  found  themfelves  difappointed  of  the 
riches  they  expected,  as  this  was  the  paffage  to 
the  mines  where  Sir  Walter  had  got  the  ore  the 
preceding  year. 

Captain  Keymis  and  his  followers  now  march- 
ed up  the  high  lands,  in  fearch  of  the  cacique 
Putijona,  who,  with  his  people,  had  retired 
thither-,  propofmg  to  have  employed  them  in 
bringing  grains  of  gold  and  ore  from  the  mines, 
in  return  for  knives,  hatchets,  and  other  things, 
which  they  greatly  efteemed  ;  and  intending, 
with  their  afliftance,  to  endeavour  to  ditlodge 
the  Spaniards  •,  but  in  this  he  met  with  a  fecond 
difappointmen:  •,  for  Putijona  and  his  followers, 
miftaking  the  Englifh  for  Spaniards,  fled  as  faft 
as  they  advanced. 

Notwithstanding  thefe  difappointments,  cap- 
tain Keymis  did  not  leave  the  coaft  without 
holding  feveral  conferences  with  the  natives* 
who  were  warm  in  the  praifes  of  Sir  Walter  Ra- 
leigh ;  who,  they  laid,  had  behaved  among  them 
with  luch  moderation  and  juftice,  that  they 
fhould  always  be  willing  to  fupport  any  meafurcs 
let  on  foot  by  his  countrymen. 

The  cacique  of  Carapana  fent  a  folemn  de- 
putation to  Keymis,  excufing  his  not  paying 
him  a  vifit  on  account  of  his  age,  infirmities  and 
the  badnefs  of  the  road ;  and  in  return  the  cap- 
tain fent  him  a  prcfent  of  oki  iron,  which  he 
knew  would  be  extremely  acceptable  :  on  his  ' 
leaving  the  coaft,  he  promiled  to  return  foon, 
with  confiderable  reinforcements  ;  and  he  in- 
formed the  inhabitants,  that  if,  on  his  return, 
they  would  take  care  to  fupply  him  with  plenty 
of  the  caffavi  root  for  bread,  and  procure  him  a 
few  plates  of  gold,  he  would  give  them  a  great 
number  of  beads,  hatchets  and  knives. 

The  value  the  Indians  fet  upon  thefe  commo- 
dities 


296 


THE    VOYAGES     OF 


ditics,  may  be  judged  from  Francis  Sparrow's 
having  bought,  to  the  fouthward  of  the  river 
Oronoko,  eight  beautiful  young  women,  the 
eldeft  not  eighteen  years  of  age,  for  a  red- 
handled  knife,  which  in  England  colt  him  but 
a  halfpenny. 

About  the  latter  end  of  June  Captain  Keymis 
arrived  in  England,  having  been  only  about 
five  months  on  this  voyage,  a  particular  account 
of  which  he  publifhed,  and  infcribed  it  to  Sir 
Walter  Raleigh,  on  whofe  unwearied  attention 
to  the  welfare  of  the  public,  he  beftowed  the 
warmeft  and  the  jufteft  commendations. 

Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  in  the  mean  time,  had 
the  command  of  a  fquadron  under  the  Lord 
High  Admiral  Howard,  and  the  Earl  of  Ellex, 
who  failing  to  Cadiz  with  a  great  naval  force, 
totally  '!eftroyed  a  large  fleet,  which  was  intend- 
ed for  the  fervice  of  Tyrone,  who,  at  that  time, 
was  in  arms  againfr.  Queen  Elizabeth  in  Ireland. 

This  victory  was  in  a  great  meaiure  owing  to 
the  advice,  courage,  and  conduct  of  Sir  Wal- 
ter, whofe  fhip  fought  moft  gallantly  at  the 
head  of  the  fleet ;  but  he  afterwards  complained, 
that  though  he  took  two  galleons  himlelf,  yet 
he  got  nothing  but  pain  and  poverty ;  for  he 
received  a  very  dangerous  wound  in  the  leg,  and 
was  defrauded  of  his  {hare  of  the  plunder. 

Cadiz  was  taken  by  ftorm,  and  ihe  city  razed 
to  the  ground :  but  the  commanders  took  all 
poflible  care  not  to  demolifn  the  churches,  and 
before  the  place  was  lacked,  the  priefts,  and 
the  women  and  children,  had  liberty  given  them 
to  carry  off  their  cloaths,  and  fuch  other  things 
as  they  liked  bell,  and  were  fafely  conducted  to 
port  St.  Mary,  that  they  might  be  out  of  the 
way  of  violence;  and  it  was  remarked  that  among 
the  fugitives,  a  young  fpanifh  lady  of  great 
beauty  carried  off  her  hufband  on  her  back,  who 
was  fo  ill  as  to  be  unable  to  walk. 

On  this  occafion  the  Spaniards  declared,  "  that 
"  though  the  Engliih  were  heretics,  they  had 
"  behaved  in  the  action  like  valiant  lbldiers, 
"  and  men  of  honour." 

Our  commanders,  in  their  return  to  England, 
demoiifned  the  town  of  Faro,  in  which  they 
found  ibme  artillery,  great  plenty  of  provifions, 
and  the  valuable  library  of  bocks,  which  had 
belonged  to  the  famous  Hiercnymus  Oforius, 
bifhop  of  Sylvas  and  Algarva,  a  man  of  uncom- 
mon erudition.  Thefe  they  brought  into  En- 
gland, and  placed  them  in  the  library,  which, 
in  the  following  year  was  begun  to  be  erected  at 
Oxford  by  Sir  Thomas  Eodiey,  and  is  now  fo 
well  known  by  the  name  of  the  Bodleian  Li- 
bran-. 

Sir  Walter  Raleigh  appears  to  have  had    a 


great  opinion  that  fomething  confiderable  might 
be  effected  at  Guiana  ■,  for  the  next  year,  after 
his  return  from  Spain,  he  fitted  out  a  pinnace, 
which  he  called  the  Watt,  and  having  provid- 
ed her  with  all  necefiaries,  both  lor  trading  and 
making  difcoveries,  fhe  failed  from  Weymouth 
in  the  month  of  December,  under  the  command 
of  captain  Leonard  Berry,  who  in  the  month  of 
March  following,  arrived  at  the  river  Wiapou- 
co,  on  the  coalt  of  Guiana  •,  but  finding  no  in- 
habitants, and  beginning  to  be  in  want  of  pro- 
vifions, the  captain  fleered  to  Armatto,  at  which 
town  he  and  his  crew  traded  with  the  natives, 
who  fupplied  them  plentifully  with  fuch  provifi- 
ons as  they  had. 

Captain  Berry  having  fent  an  invitation  to  a 
neighbouring  cacique,  named  Ritimo,  he  ac- 
cepted it,  and  was  treated  very  elegantly.  The 
inhabitants  of  the  adjacent  towns,  hearing  of 
the  ai  rival  of  a  fhip  from  England,  reforted  to 
the  lea  fhore  in  great  numbers,  and  brought 
with  them  plenty  or  provifions,  which  they  rea- 
dily exchanged  tor  fuch  things  as  the  tailors 
chofe  to  give  them  •,  teeming  to  exprefs  great 
hopes  that  the  Engliih  were  come  to  drive  the 
Spaniards  out  of  the  country. 

They  failed  from  hence  up  the  river  Marawin 
for  about  fitty  leagues,  and  in  their  courfe 
touched  at  two  places,  called  Macirra  and  Qui- 
paria.  They  had  now  a  view  of  a  moil  delight- 
ful country,  and  law  a  gigantic  race  of  people 
who  carried  bows  of  gold  •,  but  the  provifions 
growing  fcarce,  they  were  obliged  to  return  with- 
out making  any  farther  difcoveries. 

On  the  nineteenth  of  April  1597,  they  enter- 
ed the  river  Caririne,  where  they  met  with  one 
captain  Leigh  in  a  bark,  called  the  John,  of 
London  •,  fo  that  it  appears  that  Sir  Walter's 
people  were  not  the  only  Englifhmen  who  touch- 
ed on  this  coait. 

The:r  prefent  intention  was  to  have  difcover- 
ed  the  city  of  Manoa-,  but  having  rowed  more 
than  fifty  leagues  in  the  river  Caririne,  till  they 
came  to  the  falls  of  that  river,  they  were  oblig- 
ed to  return  without  making  the  defired  difco- 
very  ;  and  in  fact,  by  the  moft  authentic  ac- 
counts, there  is  reaion  to  fufpeJt  that  no  fuch 
city  exifts,  as  it  is  not  fet  down  in  the  belt  mo- 
dern maps  ;  nor  do  we  find  chat  any  adventurer 
pretends  to  have  feen  it. 

Soon  after  this,  captain  Berry  having  pro- 
cured what  intelligence  he  was  able  of  the  coun- 
try, failed  for  England  ;  and  on  the  twenty- 
eighth  of  June  1597,  he  arrived  fafely  at  Ply- 
mouth :  and  as  he  brought  a  flill  farther  confir- 
mation of  the  wealth  of  Guiana,  his  owners  were 
well  fatisfied  with  his  voyage. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.       III. 

Sir  Walter  Raleigh  being  made  rear-admiral,  is  fent  upon  an  expedition  againfl  the  naval  force 
of  Spain,  with  the  Earl  of  EjJ'ex,  Lord  Thomas  Howard,  and  a  Dutch  feet  ;  they  Jail  to 
the  Azores;  fome peculiar  marks  of  dijlinflion  fiewn  to  Sir  Walter  ;  the  death  of  the  £>ueen 
lays  t he  foundation  0/  Raleigh's  rain  ;  a  port  account  of  his  trial  and  condemnation  ;  he  is 
dtfchargedfrom  prifon  ;  account  of  his  lafi  voyage  to  Guiana  ;  he  arrives  at  Caliana  ;  fends 
home  an  account  of  thejickn*js  of  his  people  ;  his  pips  in  danger  of  being  lojl ;  young  Raleigh 
killed ;  Sir  Walter  being  obliged  to  return  homey  is  mijreprefented,  called  down  to  his  former 
fentence,  and 'beheaded: 


rnr^-HE  King  of  Spain  not  being  in  the  leaft 
difpirited  by  the  greac  loflcs  he  had  fuf- 
tained  through  the  valour  of  the  Engliih 
fleet,  had  refitted  his  fhips,  and  was  making 
preparations  for  another  attempt  upon  Ireland, 
where  the  malccontents  ftill  afforded  him  room 
to  hopi-  for  fuccefs. 

The  Spanifh  fhips  were  appointed  to  rendez- 
vous at  Ferrol  and  the  Groyne  •,  and  in  order  to 
deftroy  them  in  thole  ports,  a  ftrong  fquadron 
was  lent  from  England,  of  which  the  Earl  of 
Effex  was  appointed  admiral  in  chief  -,  Lord 
Thomas  Howard  vice-admiral,  and  Sir  Walter 
Raleigh  rear-admiral. 

To  this  fleet  the  States  General  added  ten 
fhips  of  war,  under  the  comma-  ;  of  Mynheer 
Van  Dyvenvord  :  thefe  were  alfo  inftrutted  to 
feize  the  ifland  of  Tercera,  or  fome  other  of  the 
Azores,  as  the  beft  ftation  in  which  to  wait  for 
the  homeward-bound  India  fleet. 

But  a  violent  ftorm  arifing,  the  Earl  of  Ef- 
fex and  Sir  Walter  narrowly  efcaped  being  loft, 
and  all  their  meafures  werediiconcerted;  as  in  the 
mean  time  the  Spaniards  received  ajuft  account 
of  their  ftrength  and  deftination,  and  took  fuch 
meafures  for  their  defence,  that  when  Lord  Ef- 
fex came  before  them,  he  found  it  impoffible  to 
attack  them,  without  enticing  them  from  their 
harbours,  which  lie  endeavoured  to  effect.,  but 
in  vain. 

Hereupon  they  failed  for  the  Azores,  and  Sir 
Walter  arriving  firft,  made  a  defcent  upon  Fayal, 
which  was  a  fervice  that  the  earl  of  Effex  had 
referved  for  himfelf,  agreeable  to  the  refolution 
Of  a  council  which  was  held  when  Sir  Walter 
could  not  attend,  fo  that  he  was  entirely  igno- 
rant of  the  matter  ;  and  though  there  was  but 
a  trifling  booty  obtained,  yet  this  affair  was  the 
occafion  of  fome  animoflties  between  them,  which 
at  length,  however,  happily  fubfided. 

Soon  after  this  the  whole  fleet  joined,  and 
failed  to  the  ifland  of  Flores,  the  inhabitants  of 
which  furrendefed,  and  were  treated  with  great 
humanity.  At  this  place  the  earl  of  Effex  pro- 
pofed  to  ftay  for  fome  time  ;  but  one  of  his  pilots, 
who  was  unacquainted  with  it,  perfuading  him 
that  it  was  bad  ground  for  anchoring,  they  failed 
for  St.  Michael's  •,  and  in  two  hours  after  they 
•were  gone,  the  Indian  fleet  arrived  ;  and  having 
received  intelligence  of  the  Englifh  fquadron, 
they  fteered  for  Angra,  in  the  ifland  of  Tercera, 
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where  they  had  the  fecurity  of  a  good  garrifori 
and  ftrong  fortifications. 

The  Enghlh,  however,  made  three  rich  prizes, 
the  cargoes  of  which  were  valued  at  four  hun- 
dred thoufand  ducats  ;  and  two  of  thefe  were 
taken  by  Sir  Walter,  Who  was  extremely  happy 
on  the  occafion,  thinking  that  thefe  acquifitions 
might  in  fome  meafure  veil  the  many  errors  into 
which  the  natural  impetuofity  of  lord  Effex's 
temper  had  frequently  led  the  fleet  during  this 
expedition  ;  for  his  partiality  to  the  foldier^  was 
fuch,  as  greatly  to  difguft  the  navy,  and  force 
them  upon  wrong  meafures. 

It  having  been  propofed  to  make  an  attack  on 
the  town  of  St;  Michael,  Sir  Walter  was  order- 
ed to  reconnoitre  the  place  •,  but  lord  Efiex  cal- 
ling him  back,  went  himfelf  on  that  fervice,  at- 
tended by  fome  land  officers,  by  whole  advice  he 
had  been  often  mifled  :  as  his  lordfhip's  barge 
was  putting  off,  a  perfon  called  to  him  to  take 
his  armour  •,  which  he  abfolutely  refufed,  faying, 
"  That  he  fcorned  to  take  an  advantage  to  him- 
"  felf,  which  he  could  not  give  to  thofe  who 
"  rowed  him." 

This;  tho'  it  had  the  appearance  of  bravery, 
was  in  fact  nothing  but  fool-hardinefs,  fince  it 
is  the  incumbent  duty  of  every  man  to  take  as 
much  care  of  himfelf  as  is  confident  with  his 
honour  ;  and  a  general  officer  is  particul?rly 
bound  to  fecure  his  perfon  in  the  beft  manner 
poffible,  as  his  deftruction  is  very  often  the  ruin 
of  the  enterprize  in  which  he  is  engaged. 

But  if  the  hiftorians  of  thofe  days  are  to  be 
depended  on,  his  lordfhip  took  care  to  keep  far 
enough  out  of  the  reach  of  danger  ;  and  on  his 
return,  reported  the  landing  place  to  be  mac- 
ceffible  ;  but  it  is  faid  that  he  fuffered  himfeli  to 
be  over-periuaded  by  people  who  had  other  viewsB 
and  chole  to  go  afhore  at  Villa  Franca,  about  fix 
miles  from  the  landing  place,  in  a  pinnace  of  Sir 
Walter's,  called  the  Guiana,  attended  by  abouC 
two  thoufand  foldiefs,  who  were  to  have  march- 
ed down  on  the  back  of  St.  Michael's,  while  Ra- 
leigh had  orders  to  approach  as  near  to  the  town 
as  poffible  with  the  great  fhips,  and  to  take  off 
the  attention  of  the  inhabitants  from  the  land 
fide,  by  continual  alarms; 

But  all  Sir  Walter's  vigilance  was  employed  in 
vain  •,  for  the  army  inftcad  of  ading  agreeable  to 
the  plan  which  had  been  concerted,  was  permitted 
to  wafte  five  or  fix  days,  in  noting  on  the  plea- 

fures 
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fures  of  the  place,  which  abounded  in  fruits  and 
frefh  proviiions,  and  in  aflilting  feme  private 
adventurers,  who  feem  to  have  engaged  in  the 
expedition  with  no  other  view  than  to  load  them-  . 
felves  with  the  produce  of  fuch  places  as  they 
might  touch  at. 

Sir  Walter  and  all  on  board  were  greatly 
furprized,  when,  at  the  end  of  feveral  days,  the 
earl  returned  on  board,  without  having  done  any 
thing.  His  lordfhip's  realons  for  this  inaclivi- 
ty  were  never  known  ;  but  it  was  generally  fup- 
poied  that  he  was  hindered  by  a  private  cont.act 
with  fome  perfons  in  his  train,  who  knew  more 
of  the  matter  than  himielf. 

While  his  lordfhip  was  abfent,  Sir  Walter  feiz- 
ed  a  fhip  laden  with  Brazil  wood,  Fernambuca 
fugar,  and  other  valuable  merchandize,  which 
came  to  an  anchor  in  the  midft  of  the  Englifh 
fleet,  not  knowing  what  they  were  :  She  proved 
a  prize  of  great  value,  and  was  afterwards  fold 
in  England,  to  defray  the  expences  of  Sir  Wal- 
ter's own  fnip,  on  board  of  which  were  four  hun- 
dred men,  including  mariners. 

Not  long  after  this  they  difcovered  a  home- 
ward-bouhd  carrack,  of  eighteen  hundred  tons 
burden,  immenfely  rich,  from  the  Eaft  Indies, 
bearing  down  full  fail  upon  them,  on  a  fup- 
pofition  that  they  were  a  Spanifh  fquadron  ;  on 
which  Sir  Walter  gave  ftrict  orders  for  all  the 
fhips  to  lie  to,  and  neither  fire  a  gun,  nor  dif- 
play  a  flag  :  but  one  of  the  Dutchmen,  con- 
trary to  orders,  fuddenly  weighed  anchor,  hoift- 
ed  an  enfign,  and  fired  two  or  three  fhots  at  her ; 
which  convincing  her  of  her  miftake,  fhe  endea- 
voured to  get  out  to  fea,  but  the  wind  chopping 
about  full  in  her  teeth,  fhe  was  prevented  ;  on 
which,  rather  than  furrender,  the  crew  ran 
her  on  fhore  near  the  fort,  and  having  taken  out 
fome  of  her  treafure,  they  fet  her  on  fire  ;  and 
though  Sir  Walter  immediately  followed  her  in 
his  row- barge,  fhe  was  in  fuch  flames  that  it  was 
impoflible  to  fave  her. 

It  is  imagined  that  the  wealth  of  this  fhip 
alone,  would  have  defrayed  the  expence  of  this 
expedition,  and  fhe  might  undoubtedly  have 
been  taken,  had  the  army,  as  it  ought  to  have 
done,  reached  the  town  of  St.  Michael,  where, 
if  they  h  id  prevented  the  men  from  landing, 
they  muft  have  fpared  the  fhip  for  their  own 
fakes. 

They  failed  for  England  on  the  ninth  of  Oc- 
tober, and  during  their  paflage  encountered  a 
violent  ftoi'm,  and  were  greatly  diftrefled  for 
water.  During  the  florm,  a  number  of  birds 
retted  on  the  cordage  of  the  fhips,  among  which 
was  a  dove,  which  they  confidered  as  a  happy 
prefage  of  the  calm  that  fucceeded. 

Sir  Arthur  Gorges,  who  was  captain  of  Sir 
Walter's  fhip  the  Warfpite,  and  wrote  an  excel- 
lent account  of  this  expedition,  remarks,  that 
the  earl  of  Effex,  who  before  the  florm  was  fur- 
rounded  by  above  fourfcore  flately  fhips,  com- 
ing up  to  them  after  it,  attended  by  only  two  or 
three  fmall  barks,  was  an  excellent  picture  of  a 
great  man  in  adverfity ;  a  prognoftic,  from  which 
he  ought  to  have  learnt  to  confider  the  inftability 
of  fortune  ;  the  want  of  which  leflbn  hurt  him 
in  his  fall. 


They  were  now  near  the  coaft  of  Scilly,  of 
which  old  Mr.  Broadbent,  who  piloted  Sir  Wal- 
ter's fhip,  was  iufRciently  aware  •,  fo  that  inftead 
of  following  the  Admiral's  light,  which  was  a 
guide  to  all  the  reft  of  the  fleet,  he  depended 
entirely  on  his  own  knowledge. 

At  length  the  morning  breaking  flowly  thro' 
a  thick  fog,  fufficiently  proved  his  fkill  •,  for  he 
had  fteered  dear  off,  though  clofe  to  the  bifhop 
and  his  clerks,  while  the  earl  of  Efiex  was  feen 
about  three  leagues  a-head,  failing  at  a  great 
rate  north-eait,  inftead  of  eaft  and  by  north, 
which  would,  in  a  few  hours,  have  brought  him, 
and  all  who  followed  him,  upon  the  Welch  fands, 
where  they  muft  have  been  inevitably  loft. 

Sir  Walter  was  retired  to  reft,  and  Sir  Arthur 
Gorges,  who  held  the  latter  watch,  feeing  their 
fituation,  ordered  the  matter  to  fire  a  warning 
gun,  which  he  would  not  do  till  he  was  abfolute- 
ly  forced  to  it ;  for  he  was  fo  much  enraged  at 
their  ignorance,  that  he  fwore  they  deferved  the 
deftruction  into  which  they  were  running. 

Upon  hearing  this  gun,  however,  lord  EfTex 
tacked  about,  and  with  fome  difficulty  doubled 
the  Cape  of  Scilly,  and  entered  the  Sleeve  :  he 
afterwards  confefied  his  error,  and  acknowledged 
that  his  fafety  was  entirely  owing  to  die  caution 
he  received  from  Sir  Walter's  fhip. 

After  this  Raleigh  foon  put  into  St.  Ives  in 
Cornwall,  where  the  people  were  in  great  cenfu- 
fion,  on  account  of  fome  Spanifh  fly-boats  that 
had  lately  made  a  deiccnt  upon  the  coaft  :  their 
fears,  however,  were  foon,difpelle  i  by  the  pre- 
tence of  Sir  Walter,  and  in  a  few  days  afterwards 
they  received  an  account  that  the  boifterous 
weather  had  rendered  the  Ferrol  fquadron  inca- 
pable of  effecting  the  intended  invafion  ;  that  the 
fhips  had  been  feperated,  and  many  of  them  dis- 
abled in  the  ftorm. 

It  is  altogether  unneceflary  to  make  any  re- 
marks on  the  conduct  of  this  expedition  •,  our 
readers  will,  from  the  review  of  it,  judge  for 
themfelvcs  :  we  fhall  only  obferve,  that  the  earl 
of  EfTex  did  not  meet  with  that  reception  at  court 
which  he  could  have  wifhed,  and  foon  after- 
wards retired  to  his  houfe  at  Wanftead. 

Sir  Walter  Raleigh  had  not  been  long  in  Eng- 
land before  he  was  elected  to  ferve  in  parliament, 
and  as  he  was  lord  lieutenant  of  the  county  of 
Cornwall,  and  warden  of  the  ftannaries,  he  ftre- 
nuoufly  fupported  the  intereft  of  the  faid  county 
in  feveral  contefted  points. 

After  this  Lord  Thomas  Howard  was  appoint- 
ed commander  in  chief  of  a  fleet  that  was  lent 
out  to  guard  the  coaft  againft  an  invafion  that 
again  threatened  the  kingdom  •,  but  the  hiftori- 
ans  of  thofe  times  do  not  mention  from  what 
quarter  it  came.  Of  this  fquadron  Sir  Walter 
v/as  appointed  vice-admiral ;  but  after  the  fleet 
had  cruized  about  a  month,  the  expected  ftorm 
having  fubfided,  it  was  called  home. 

Our  knight  was  next  fent  to  Flanders  upon  an 
embafly,  in  conjunction  with  lord  Cobham  ;  and 
in  a  fhort  time  after  was  made  governor  of 
Jerfey  :  he  then  attended  as  captain  of  the  guards 
at  the  death  of  the  earl  of  EfTex,  and  was  de- 
puted, together  with  lord  Cobham,  and  other 
gentlemen,  to  receive  the  marquis  de  Rofney, 

after- 
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;  fterwards  Duke  of  Sully,  who  was  fent  from 
France   to  the  Court  of  England  in  quality  of 

ambaffador. 

Soon  after  this  Sir  Walter  loft  a  powerful 
friend  and  protectrefs,  by  the  death  of  Queen 
Elizabeth,  and  his  ruin  feemed  to  be  advancing 
ce  ;  for  the  earl  of  Effex,  who  had  been  be- 
headed in  the  tower,  had  held  a  literary  corre- 
fpondence  with  King  James  the  fixth  of  Scot- 
l..nd,  who  then  Succeeded  to  the  throne  of  Eng- 
land, in  which  he  had  laboured  hard  to  mifrepre- 
fent  oor  knight  •,  and  his  insinuations  had  made 
but  too  deep  an  impreflion  on  the  weak  mind  of 
that  prince. 

The  diOike  of  Raleigh,  with  which  Effex  had 
infpired  the  King,  was  confirmed  by  Cecil,  who 
was  on  very  ill  terms  with  Sir  Waller  ;  and  this 
was  one  of  the  principal  caufes  that  contributed 
to  bring  him  to  the  bar,  where  he  was  condemn- 
ed to  die,  for  having  confpired  the  death  of  the 
king  and  his  iffue,  and  intended  to  put  the  crown 
in  on  the  head  of  lady  Arabella  Stuart.  The 
chief  teftimony  againft  him  was  the  depofition 
of  lord  Cobham,  which  he  had  made  when  at 
variance  with  Raleigh,  and  which  he  afterwards 
confetti d  to  be  falfe. 

One  would  be  tepipted  to  imagine,  indeed, 
that  the  King  had  no  doubt  of  his  innocence  •, 
fir.ce  he  was  not  ordered  for  execution  till  many 
years  after  his  trial,  and  his  Majefty  frequently 
winked  at  his  advice  being  afked  in  the  moft 
important  affairs  respecting  the  ftate  •,  nay,  he 
was  at  length  let  at  liberty,  and  though  under 
fcntence,  was  permitted  to  go  out  01  the  king- 
dom -,  nor  is  there  any  palliating  the  cruelty  of 
calling  him  clown  to  his  fentence,  and  tak- 
ing away  his  life,  after  the  expiration  of  fo 
many  years,  no  new  crime  being  laid  to  his 
charge. 

It  is  but  too  evident  that  his  deflruction  was 
owing  to  the  machinations  of  count  Gonddmar, 
the  Spanifh  ambaffador,  who  had  at  that  time 
great  prevalence  at  the  court  of  London:  in  o- 
ther  words,  Raleigh  fell  a  facrifice  to  the  re- 
venge of  the  Spaniards,  who  could  not  forget 
the  many  difgraces  they  had  fuffered,  both  from 
his  couniel  and  conduct. 

But  as  our  immediate  bufinefs  is  only  to  give 
a  faithful  account  of  the  voyages  and  difcoveries 
made  by  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  we  can  mention 
no  more  of  the  other  incidents  of  his  life,  than 
what  are  neceffary  to  the  connecting  this  work  : 
we  fhall  therefore  only  obferve  that  after  being 
confined  between  twelve  and  thirteen  years,  he 
was  let  at  liberty  through  the  mediation  of  fome 
of  the  Royal  Family,  and  the  principal  nobili- 
ty •,  but  chiefly  through  the  influence  of  Sir 
George  Villiers,  who  was  at  that  time  a  rifing 
favourite,  and  to  whom,  by  way  of  recompence 
for  interpofing  in  his  favour,  Sir  Walter  had 
promifed  a  large  fhare  in  the  profits  of  any 
voyage  he  might  undertake. 

The  thoughts  of  our  Knight  were  frill  em- 
ployed on  the  gold  mines  of  Guiana,  and  he  was 
no  fooner  at  liberty,  than  he  made  all  poffi- 
ble  preparations  for  going  again  to  that  country. 
Sir  Walter  now  fold  a  houfe  and  fome  lands, 
at  Mitcham  in  Suny,  belonging  to  his  wife, 


which  producing  two  thoufand  five  hundred 
pounds,  he  railed  eight  thoufand  more,  and  theri 
made  his  defign  public,  which  was  no  fooner 
known,  than  he  was  joined  by  feveral  perfons 
of  fortune,  who  contributed  largely  towards  the 
expence,  in  confequence  of  which  they  were 
admitted  joint  adventurers,  and  entitled  to  fhare 
the  profits  of  the  voyage,  in  proportion  to  the 
fums  they  had  reipectively  advanced. 

The  King  likewife  granted  his  fpecial  com- 
miffion  for  this  voyage,  appointing  him  general 
and  commander  in  chief  of  all  the  forces  and 
fhips  going  upon  it,  and  giving  him  full  power 
to  punifh  capital  crimes  :  thus  veiling  the  lives 
of  all  his  followers  in  his  hands,  and  making  his 
authority  as  extenfive  as  poffible. 

This  commiffion  was  figned  on  the  twenty- 
fixth  of  Auguft  1616,  and  the  great  Sir  Francis 
Bacon  gives  it  as  his  opinion,  that  the  powers 
thereby  given  to  Sir  Walter,  were  of  fuch  a  na- 
ture, as  to  ftand  fufficiently  in  the  place  of  any 
formal  pardon  which  his  Majefty  might  have 
otherwife  granted  him. 

The  (hips  prepared  for  this  voyage  were,  the 
Deftiny,  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  admiral  •,  Walter 
Raleigh  his  fon,  captain,  of  four  hundred  and 
forty  tons,    thirty-fix   guns,  and   two  hundred 
men.     The    Jafon  of  London,    J.  Pennington 
vice-admiral,  two  hundred  and  forty  tons,  twen- 
ty-five guns,  and  eighty  men.     The  Encounter, 
Edward  Haftings  mailer,  who  dying,  was  fuc- 
ceeded  by   captain  Whitney,  one  hundred  and 
fixty  tons,  fixteen  guns,  the  number  of  men  un- 
certain.    The  Thunder,  Sir  Warham  St.  Leger 
captain,  one   hundred    and  fifty    tons,    twenty 
guns,  and  feventy  men.    The  Flying  Joan,  John 
Chidley  captain,  one  hundred   and  twenty  tons, 
fourteen  guns,  and  twenty-five  men.   The  South- 
ampton, John  Bailey  captain,  eighty  tons,  fix  guns, 
aid  twenty-feven  men.     The  Page,  a  pinnace, 
JamesBarkercaptain,  twenty-five  tons,  three  brafs 
g'ans,  and  eight  men.    The  Convertine,  command- 
ed by  captain   Keymis  :   The  Confidence,  under 
the  command  of  Captain  Woolafton  :  The  Fly- 
ing Hart,  a  fhallop,  Sir  John  Feme  command- 
er.   Two  fly-boats,  commanded  by  Samuel  King 
and  Robert  Smith  ;  and  one  or  two  other  veffels. 
With   this  fleet  Sir  Walter  expected  to  have 
failed  about  the  end  of  March ;    but  many  acci- 
dents intervening,  he  was  detained  till  the   be- 
ginning of  July,  when  he  left   the  harbour  of 
Plymouth  •,  but  was  foon  overtaken  by  a  violent 
ftorm,  which  drove  him  into  Cork  in  Ireland, 
where  he  was  detained  for  feven  weeks  by  con- 
trary winds,  during  which  time  he  purchafed 
fifty  oxen,  which  he  divided  among  the  crews  : 
but  a  fair  gale  fpringing  up  on  the  nineteenth  of 
Auguft,  he  then  put  to  fea. 

On  the  fixth  of  September  they  arrived  off 
the  ifland  of  Lancerota,  where  Sir  Walter  fent 
to  the  governor,  requelting  permiffion  to  traffic 
for  provifions.  At  firft  the  governor  promifed 
to  meet  the  Admiral,  which,  however,  he  de- 
ferred from  time  to  time,  and  at  length  abfo- 
lutely  refufed  to  have  any  dealings  with  him, 
faying  that  he  did  not  dare  to  do  it,  the  iflanders 
were  fo  much  afraid  of  him  ;  and  requefted  that 
he  would#  recall  fuch  of  his  men  as  had  landed 
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upon  the  iiland,  with  which  Sir  Walter  thought 
proper  to  comply,  notwithftanding  v/hich  they 
tell  upon  his  men  in  their  retreat,  and  killed  one 
of  them,  at  the  lame  time  declaring,  that  the 
admiral  mould  have  nothing  from  them  •,  lor 
they  fufpedled  him  and  his  company  to  be  the 
Turkilh  fleet,  which  had  lately  deftroyed  Puerto 
Santo. 

Sir  Walter  complained  of  this  outrage  to  the 
governor  of  the  Grand  Canary,  who  inftead  ct 
redreJTing  the  grievance,  permitted  his  people 
to  fally  cut  on  a  party  of  the  Englifh,  as  they 
went  to  get  water  in  a  defart  part  of  the  ifland  : 
and  if  young  Raleigh,  and  fome  other  officers, 
had  not  flood  upon  their  defence  in  a  very  re- 
folute  manner,  they  would  all  have  been  cut  off. 
Sir  Walter  did  not  return  thefe  hoftilities  in  the 
manner  he  would  wiih  to  have  done,  that  the 
Spaniards  might  have  no  reafon  to  complain  of 
his  conduit. 

From  this  place  they  fteered  to  Gomera,where 
the  Spaniard?  lined  the  beach,  {landing  almofl 
in  the  water,  to  prevent  their  landing  ;  but  they 
were  foon  difperfed  by  the  cannon  of  the  fleet  : 
after  which,  Sir  Walter  lent  a  meflage  to  the 
governor,  to  inform  him  that  he  had  not  the 
leafl  hoflile  intention  •,  that  he  only  wanted  a 
few  neceflaiies,  for  which  he  would  pay  a  gene- 
rous price  ;  and  that  if  any  of  his  people  fhould 
be  guilty  of  making  any  difturbance,  he  would 
hang  them  in  the  market-place  :  and  in  facl,  the 
admiral's  behaviour  was  fo  unexceptionable, 
that  when  he  left  the  ifland,  the  governor  deli- 
vered him  a  letter,  directed  to  Don  Diego  Sar- 
miento  (afterwards  count  Gondamar)  the  Spa- 
nifh  ambafiador  at  the  court  of  Great  Britain, 
in  which  he  beflowed  on  him  thofe  praifes  which 
he  undoubtedly  deferved. 

The  governor's  lady  being  of  Englifh  ex- 
traction, whofe  maiden  name  was  Home,  and 
related  by  the  mother's  fide  to  the  StafFords, 
many  civilities  palled  between  her  and  Sir  Wal- 
ter :  fhe  fent  him  fugar,  rufk,  fruits  of  various 
kinds,  and  feveral  other  prefents  ;  in  return 
for  which  the  Admiral  gave  her  a  ruff  of  extra- 
ordinary fine  workmanfhip,  a  beautiful  piciure 
of  Mary  Magdalen,  fome  extract  of  amber,  and 
rofe  water,  a  commodity  greatly  efteemed  in  the 
ifland. 

At  this  place  Sir  Walter  fet  at  liberty  a  bark 
belonging  to  the  Canaries,  which  had  been  {bre- 
ed off  cape  Blanco,  by  one  of  his  pinnaces  ;  and 
the  crew  complaining  that  the  Englifh  failors 
had  eaten  their  fifh,  to  the  value  of  fix  ducats, 
he  made  them  a  p relent  of  eight. 

After  their  leaving  this  place  they  had  fuch 
tempeftuous  weather,  that  they  were  frequently 
expoled  to  the  mofl  imminent  dangers  ;  the  fhips 
were  damaged,  the  cables  deftroyed,  and  the 
anchors  tore  away,  by  violent  oppofing  florms  ; 
while  the  perpetual  rains,  and  the  intolerable 
heat  of  the  climate,  bred  a  ficknefs  on  board, 
which  deftroyed  great  numbers  of  the  men,  and 
at  length  attacked  the  admiral  himfelf  fo  fevere- 
ly,  that  there  were  but  little  hopes  of  his  reco- 
very for  twenty  days,  during  which  he  had  fuch 
violent  fweats,  that  he  was  obliged  to  change  his 
linen  three  times  in  a  day  -,  and  he  often  after- 


Avards  declared,  that  he  believed  his  recovery 
was  owing  to  the  ufe  of  fome  of  the  refrefhments 
which  the  governor's  lady  had  given  him,  and 
which  he  had  carefully  preferved. 

As  they  were  fleering  their  courfe  for  Guiana, 
on  the  twelfth  -of  October,  they  were  ftruck  with 
a  dead  calm,  while  at  the  fame  time  manifeft 
figns  of  a  tempeft  (which  foon  after  happened) 
appeared  in  every  part  of  the  horizon  :  the  wea- 
ther was  very  thick  and  hazy,  and  it  was  fo  very 
dark  that  they  could  not  fee  to  fleer  without  a 
candle  at  noon  day.  In  the  mean  time  watry 
rainbows,  of  the  mofl  gloomy  and  difagreeable 
colours,  played  continually  round  them  •,  and 
thefe,  Sir  Walter  fays,  he  often  obferved  in  the 
American  feas,  particularly  fifteen  in  one  day, 
among  which  was  one  that  formed  a  perfect 
circle  ;  and  he  always  found  them  to  be  the  fore- 
runners of  tempeftuous  weather. 

Towards  the  end  of  October,  their  water  be- 
gan to  run  ib  fhort  that  they  were  reduced  to 
half  allowance  ;  but  a  heavy  rain  falling,  they 
faved  feveral  hogfheads,  which,  though  extreme- 
ly bitter,  they  were  happy  to  obtain,  and  con- 
sidered as  a  providential  relief; 

The  crews  ftill  continued  in  a  very  fickly  con- 
dition, when,  on  the  eleventh  of  November, 
thev  arrived  off  cape  WiapOeo,  where  Sir  Wal- 
ter expected  alfiftance  from  an  Indian  ferva'nt  of 
his,  named  Leonard,  who  had  lived  three 
or  four  years  in  England,  and  returned  to  Gui- 
ana fince  the  admiral  had  been  there  lafl ;  but 
not  finding  him,  they  tailed  to  Caliana,  which 
is  fituated  in  five  degrees  on  the  coaft  of 
Guiana. 

At  this  place  Sir  Walter  went  afhore,  and 
pitched  a  tent,  but  did  not  venture  to  eat  any 
pines  till  he  had  been  accuttomed  to  the  lai  d  air 
tor  two  or  three  days,  when  he  made  no  fciuole 
of  eating  them,  and  alfo  fome  frefh  pork,  and 
the  flcfli  of  the  Armadilla. 

The  admiral  was  here  attended  by  an  old 
Indian  fervant  of  his,  named  Harrv,  and  feve- 
ral of  the  caciques,  who  brought  with  them  caf- 
fivi  bread,  plantains,  roailed  mullets,  pines, 
and  other  refrefhments  ;  which,  together  with 
the  frefh  air,  recovered  almofl  all  who  wrere  fick, 
very  few  dying,  among  whom,  however,  was 
captain  Haftings,  brother  to  lord  Hunting- 
ton. 

At  this  place  captain  Peter  Alley,  being  in 
a  bad  ftate  of  health,  had  leave  given  him  to 
fail  for  England  in  a  Dutch  vefiel,  which  then 
lay  in  the  road.  By  this  gentleman  Sir  Walter 
wrote  a  long  letter  to  his  wife,  in  which  he  in- 
forms her  that  he  had  loft  forty-two  of  his  men 
by  ficknefs,  but  that  thofe  who  furvived,  a- 
mounting  to  two  hundred  brave-  fellows,  were 
daily  Strengthened  by  the  air  of  Guiana  :  and  he 
concludes  by  telling  her,  that  nothing  can  ex- 
ceed the  humanity  of  the  Indians,  and  their  rea- 
dinefs  to  ferve  him  :  that  thev  entertained  fo 
high  an  opinion  of  him,  from  his  former  beha- 
viour among  them,  as  to  lbllicit  him  to  remain 
with  them,  and  reign  over  them  as  a  fovereign 
prince. 

The  Admiral  having  refrefhed  his  men  as  well 
as  he  was    able,  thoroughly  cleanfed  his  fhips, 
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prepared  his  barges  and  fhallops,  and  ftocked 
the  fleet  with  wood,  water  and  provifions,  fail- 
ed from  this  riveron  the  fourth  of  December ;  but 
on  the  following  day  they  were  all  near  being 
loft,  by  running  a-ground  on  the  fhoals  off"  the 
Triangle  Illands  ;  and  they  were  four  and  twen- 
ty hours  in  extricating  themfelves  from  this  dif- 
ficulty. 

As  the  admiral  ftill  continued  ill,  and  was  fo 
weak  as  to  be  carried  about  in  a  chair,  he  was 
unable  to  go  himfelf  on  any  laborious  expedi- 
tion, and  therefore  determined  to  remain  with 
five  of  the  largeft  fhips  at  Punta  de  Gallo,  on 
the  ifland  of  Trinidad,  while  the  reft  of  them, 
under  the  command  of  captain  Keymis,  young 
Raleigh,  and  a  few  other  gentlemen,  with  fome 
companies  of  foot,  fhould  proceed  up  the  river 
Oroncko,  with  provifions  for  a  month,  in  fearch 
of  the  gold  mine  which  has  been  already  men- 
tion^!. 

Sir  Walter  gave  orders  that  the  men  who 
were  to  go  on  more,  fhould  encamp  between  the 
mine  and  the  fhips,  till  the  depth  and  breadth  of 
the  mine  was  found  out :  he  at  the  fame  time 
begged  they  would  be  very  careful  of  landing, 
in  cafe  they  found  the  Spaniards  very  ftrong  ; 
as  a  repulfe  from  that  people  would  reflect  dif- 
honour  on  the  Englifn  nation,  to  which  he 
ihould  be  extremely  forry  to  contribute.  And 
he  concluded  his  inftrudtions  by  telling  them, 
that  if. they  did  net  find  the  mine  well  worth 
working,  they  need  only  bring  away  a  fmall 
quantity  of  the  ore,  to  convince  the  King  that 
the  exiltence  of  this  mine  was  not  merely 
iJc.il. 

Matters  being  thus  adjufted,  captain  Keymis 
and  young  Raleigh  fet  out  on  the  tenth  of  De- 
cember, and  fcon  reached  a  Spanifh  town,  con- 
fining of  one  hundred  and  forty  Iioufes,  which 
had  been 'newly  built  on  the  main  channel  of  the 
Oronoko. 

Soon  after  their  arrival,  they  pitched  their 
tents  between  this  town  and  the  mine  •,  but  the 
enemy  making  a  fally  in  the  night,  furprized 
them  fo  unexpectly,  that  the  men  were  upon 
the  point  of  flying,  and  they  h:d  all  been  infalli- 
bly cut  to  pieces,  had  not  young  Raleigh  rallied 
them,  and  brought  them  back  to  the  fight, 
which  was  now  renewed  with  fuch  fuccefs,  that 
they  drove  the  Spaniards  to  the  very  gate  of  the 
town,  where  Don  Diego  Palameca,  the  gover- 
nor, and  fome  other  Spanifh  gentlemen,  fpirit- 
mg  up  their  countrymen,  the  battle  continued 
with  great  obftinacy  on  both  fides.  At  length, 
young  Rakigh,  after  having  killed  one  of  the 
principal  Spaniards,  rufhed  forward  to  attack 
)ther,  witH  more  rafhnefs  than  difcretion  •, 
and  being  far  before  his  own  men,  was  firft  fhot, 
and  afterwards  cliipatched  with  the  butt-end  of  a 
inufket. 

Serjeant  John  Blefiington,  feeing  Raleigh  fall, 
ran  his  halbert  through  the  body  of  the  Spaniard 
who  killed  him,  and  the  battle  continued  very 
hot  for  fome  time,  at  the  entrance  of  the  town, 
till  the  governor,  fainting  under  his  wounds, 
was  trampled  to  death,  upon  which  his  people 
fjed  ;  but  fome  of  them  fecuring  themfelves  in 
the  market-place,  and  the  Enp-lifh  finding  it 
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difficult  to  difiodge  them,  fet  fire  to  the  town, 
which  obliged  the  Spaniards  to  take  refuge  in 
the  mountains. 

Captain  Keymis  having  feized  a  fmall  quan- 
tity of  treafure,  a  few  curiofities,  and  fome  pa- 
pers belonging  to-  the  governor,  now  refolved 
to  make  an  attempt  upon  the  mine  •,  but  he 
found  the  paffes  to  it  too  well  defended,  and  in 
his  way  towards  it  fell  into  an  ambufcade,  by 
which  two  of  his  people  were  killed,  and  fix 
others  wounded. 

This  accident,  together  with  fome  other  dif- 
appointments,  and  the  murmuring  of  the  ma- 
jority of  the  men,  difcouraged  captain  Keymis  fo 
much,  that  he  refolved  to  make  the  bell  of  his 
way  back  to  the  fhips,  notwithftanding  fome 
offers  that  were  made  to  fhew  him  other  gold 
mines. 

On  his  arrival  Sir  Walter  was  fo  offended  at 
his  conduct,  that  he  reprimanded  him  feverely, 
which  fo  affected  Keymis,  that  he  retired  in 
great  dejection  of  mind  to  his  cabin,  and  the  re- 
port of  a  piftol  being  heard  foon  afterwards,  the 
Admiral  called  out  to  know  what  was  the  mat- 
ter •,  to  which  Keymis  anfwered,  nothing,  but 
that  he  had  let  off  a  piftol  on  account  of  its  hav- 
ving  been  long  charged  ;  but  in  about  half  an 
hour  afterwards,  the  boy  found  him  lying  dead, 
and  weltering  in  his  blood,  with  a  long  knife  and 
a  piftol  lying  near  him.  On  examination  it  ap- 
peared that  he  had  firft  fhot  himfelf,  but  that 
the  bullet  being  fmall,  had  only  cracked  one  of 
the  ribs,  On  which  he  ftabbed  himfelf  under  the 
left  pap  with  the  knife. 

After  this  accident,  as  their  affairs  had  but  an 
indifferent  appearance,  Sir  Walter  called  a  coun- 
cil of  his  offices,  who  were  unanimoufly  of  opi- 
nion that  the  beft  thing  they  could  do,  would 
be  to  retire  to  Newfoundland,  to  refit  and  refreih; 
but  many  of  the  men  mutinying  on  the  way,  he 
flopped  at  the  ifland  of  St.  Kits,  and  lent  thent 
to  England  under  the  care  of  his  coufin  Her- 
bert. 

On  the  Admiral's  arrival  at  Newfoundland, 
great  diftu.rbanc.es  arofe  on  board  his  own  fhip, 
which  as  he  was  not  able  to  quell,  he  thought 
it  prudent  to  fide  with  the  ftronger  party,  who 
being  unanimous  for  failing  immediately  towards 
England,  he  was  obliged  to  comply,  though 
greatly  againft  his  own  inclination. 

Sir  Walter  arrived  at  Plymouth  about  the  end 
of  July  1 61 8,  where  he  had  the  mortification  to 
find  that  the  king  had  publifhed  a  proclamation, 
requiring  him  and  his  people  to  appear  before 
the  privy  council,  to  anfwer,  "  For  having 
"  burnt  the  town  of  St.  Thomas,  and  commit- 
"  ted  many  hoftilities  againft  the  laws  of  nations, 
"  upon  the  territories  of  the  King  of  Spain-,  aiiti- 
"  ons  very  deteftable  to  his  majefty,  and  which 
"  he  could  never  think  of  countenancing." 

Raleigh  now  but  too  plainly  law  that  his  ene- 
mies had  taken  the  advantage  of  his  abfence,  to 
mifreprefent  his  actions,  which  they  had  painted 
in  colours  as  black  as  they  were  falle  :  notwith- 
ftandino-  which  he  determined  to  furrender  him- 
felf, and  having  relied  a  fhort  time,  fet  out  to- 
wards London  ;  but  before  he  had  travelled 
twenty  mile^,  he  was  met  by  Sir  Lewis  Stukely, 
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vice-admiral  of  Devon,  who  had  orders  to  arreft 
him  :  he  therefore  returned  with  Stukely  to 
Plymouth,  where  he  remained  till  a  formal  war- 
rant came  down,  to  carry  him  up  priioner  to 
London. 

While  he  was  in  cuftody  at  Plymouth,  he  di- 
rected one  captain  King  to  provide  a  bark  in 
which  he  might  efcape  out  of  the  kingdom  ;  yet 
fuch  was  his  infatuation,  that  tho'  he  had  ample 
opportunity  to  effect  this  efcape,  he  did  not  pur- 
fue  his  firft  refolution,  though  he  was  well  af- 
fured  that  his  ruin  was  unavoidable,  from  the 
enmity  of  the  Spaniih  minifter,  and  the  preva- 
lence of  his  faction  at  court. 

On  Sir  Walter's  arrival  in  London,  he  was 
committed  priioner  to  his  own  houfe  ;  and  dur- 
ing his  confinement,  he  made  many  confiderable 
prefents  in  diamonds  and  rubies  to  Sir  Lewis 
Stukely,  on  whofe  pretended  fnendlhip  he  had 
the  greateft  reliance. 

At  length,  with  the  knowledge  of  Stukely,  he 
privately  folicited  the  recommendation  of  the 
French  ambaffador  to  his  mailer's  court,  to 
which  he  intended  to  retire  the  firft  favourable 
opportunity,  and  had  appointed  a  vefiel  to  wait 
for  him  at  Gravefend  ;  but  in  his  way  thither, 
in  the  night,  he  too  late  difcovered  that  he  was 
betrayed  ;  for  as  he  approached  Greenwich,  he 
was  befet  by  fome  of  the  king's  barges,  on  which 
he  made  towards  land,  and  they  followed  him. 

Some  of  the  crew  going  on  fhore,  Stukely  ar- 
retted him  in  the  King's  name,  and  delivered  him 
to  them,  faying  to  him  at  the  fame  time,  that 
it  was  out  of  regard  to  his  fafety,  "  For,"  conti- 
nued he,  "  if  I  concur  in  fecuring  you,  or  at 
"  leaft  feem  to  do  fo,  now  that  it  is  plain  we 
"  are  difcovered,  you  will  ftill  be  left  under  my 
"  care,  and  another  opportunity  may  be  found 
"  of  efcaping  :"  But  Sir  Walter  now  feeing  the 
bafenefs  of  the  man,  replied,  "  Sir  Lewis,  thefe 


"  things  will  not  turn  out  to  your  credit." 

Stukely  had  privately  agreed  with  his  ene- 
mies to  infmuate  himfelf  into  Raleigh's  good 
graces,  whereby  he  not  only  enriched  himfelf  at 
that  unfortunate  gentleman's  expence,  but  made 
friends  with  the  miniftry,  by  encouraging  Sir 
Walter  to  attempt  this  efcape,  in  order  to  fub- 
ject  him  to  the  power  of  the  law  :  for  which  be- 
haviour he  was  univerfally  detefted  by  every 
honeft  man. 

On  the  twenty-eighth  of  October  1618,  Sir 
Walter  Raleigh  was  brought  by  Habeas  corpus 
from  the  tower  to  the  Court  of  King's-Bench, 
and  the  record  of  his  former  fentence  being  ex- 
amined, he  was  beheaded  the  next  morning,  op- 
pofite  to  the  Parliament  houfe  in  Old  Palace- 
yard,  at  the  age  of  llxty-fix. 

Though  he  had  been,  for  fome  time  paft,  in 
a  bad  ftate  of  health,  yet  he  behaved  with  great 
chearfulnefs  on  the  fcaffold,  made  a  nervous 
fpeech,  in  j  unification  of  himfelf  againft  the  af- 
perfions  of  his  enemies,  and  as  he  handled  the 
axe,  faid,  that,  "  It  was  a  fharp  medicine,  but 
"  a  found  cure  for  all  woes." 

His  body  was  interred  near  the  Altar  in  St. 
Margaret's  church  ;  but  his  head  was  preferved 
in  a  cafe  many  years  by  his  widow,  and  after  her 
death  by  his  fon,  by  whom  it  is  faid  to  have  been 
buried  at  Weft  Horfely  in  Surry. 

Such  was  the  end  of  the  great  Sir  Walter ; 
but  the  perfidious  Stukely  lived  not  long  to  en- 
joy the  reward  of  his  infamous  conduct  :  for 
foon  after  Raleigh's  death,  he  was  condemned 
to  be  hanged,  for  clipping  the  very  gold  he  had 
received  for  betraying  him  :  but  having  pur- 
chafed  his  pardon  of  fome  of  King  James's  fa- 
vourites, at  the  expence  of  his  whole  fortune,  he 
foon  afterwards  withdrew  to  the  iflandof  Lundy, 
where  he  died  raving  mad,  and  in  extreme  po- 
verty. 
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With  a  particular  Account  of  the  Country,  and  its  Inhabitants. 
(Related  nearly  in  the  Author's  own  Manner.) 


CHAPTER     I. 

Mr.  Wafer  makes  a  voyage  to  the  Eaft  Indies  ;  he  fails  to  Jamaica  ;  goes  on  an  expedition, 
over  land;  is  •wounded  and  forfaken  by  his  companions  ;  cured  of  his  hurt  by  the  Indians  ; 
in  danger  of  being  burnt,  but  javed  by  Lacenta  ;  travels  infearch  of  the  North  fea,  and  is 
abandoned  by  his  Indian  guides  ;  returns  to  the  Indian  fettlements  ;  is  hofpitably  received  ; 
guides  fent  with  him  to  the  houj'e  of  Lacenta  ;  a  defer ipt ion  oj  Lacenta 's  dwelling,  his  power 
and  importance  ;  Wafer  recovers  his  wife  from  a  fit  of  ficknefs  ;  the  manner  of  bleeding 
among  the  people  of  the  If  hums  ;  Wafer  and  his  companions  procure  their  liberty,  and  are 
conducted  to  the  North  Sea  ;  the  Indians  affemble  their  conjurers,  who  perform  the  ceremony 
of ' paw-wawing  ;  their  predictions  verified ;  Mr.  Gopfon  dies  ;  Wafer  gets  on  board  his 
ownjhip  ;  a  defcription  of  the  IJlhmus  of  Darien,  the  bay  and  town  of  Panama,  Porto-Bello, 
and  other  places  on  the  coa/t. 


MY  firft  going  abroad  was  in  the  Great 
Anne  of  London,  captain  Zachary 
Browne  commander,  bound  for  Ban- 
tam in  the  ifle  of  Java,  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  in  the 
year  1677.  1  was  in  the  fervice  of  the  furgeon 
of  the  fhip,  but  being  then  very  young,  I  made 
no  great  oblervations  in  that  voyage. 

In  the  year  1679,  I  arrived  in  England,  and 
after  about  a  month's  ftay,  I  entered  myfelf  on 
a  fecond  voyage,  in  a  veflel  commanded  by 
Captain  Buckenham,  bound  for  the  Weft  In- 
dies. I  was  there  alfo  in  the  fervice  of  the  fur- 
geon of  the  fliip  :  but  when  we  came  to  Jamaica, 
the  leafon  of  fugars  not  being  yet  come,  the  cap- 
tain was  willing  to  make  a  voyage  to  the  bay  of 
Campeachy  to  fetch  logwood. 

As  I  had  a  brother  fettled  on  the  ifland,  in  the 
fervice  of  Sir  Thomas  Muddiford,  I  chofe  to 
remain  and  follow  my  own  employment  at  Port 
Royal.  It  proved  well  for  me  that  I  did  fo, 
for  captain  Buckenham  and  all  his  people  were 
made  prilbners  by  the  Spaniards,  and  he  him- 
felf  was  carried  to  Mexico,  where  he  was  fold  to 


a  Baker,  who  obliged  him  to  cry  bread  about 
the  ftreets  with  a  log  tied  to  his  leg  ;  nor  could 
either  friends  or  money  procure  his  releafe. 

After  following  my  bufinefs  of  furgery  for 
fome  months  at  Port  Royal,  I  accepted  fome 
offers  made  me  by  the  captains  Cook  and  Lynch, 
who  were  going  to  make  reprifals  upon  the  Spa- 
nifh  fettlements  on  the  Ifthmus;  In  this  voyage 
I  firft  met  with  Mr.  Dampier  and  was  with  him 
in  the  expedition  in  the  South  Seas. 

Mr.  Dampier  has  told  in  what  manner  the 
company  divided  with  reference  to  captain  Sharp. 
I  was  of  Dampier's  fide  in  that  matter,  and  of  the 
number  of  thole  who  chofe  rather  to  return  iri 
boats  to  the  Ifthmus,  and  go  back  again  a  toil- 
fome  journey  over  land*  than  ftay  under  a  cap- 
tain in  whom  we  experienced  neither  courage 
nor  conduct. 

We  fet  out  on  this  journey  on  the  firft  of  May 
1 68 1,  and  on  the  filth  day  of  our  progrefs,  a 
man  drying  fome  gunpowder  carelefsly  on  a  fil- 
ver  plate,  it  took  fire  clofe  to  my  knee,  and  not 
only  tore  the  flefh  Iquite  from  the  bone,  but  lefc 
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great  pnrtof  my  thigh  alfo  raw  and  uncovered. 

I  applied  to  it  immediately  fuch  remedies  as 
I  had  in  my  knapfack  ■,  and  being  unwilling  to 
be  left  behind  my  companions,  I  made  hard  fhift 
to  bear  them  company  for  a  few  days  •,  during 
which  our  fiaves  ran  away  from  us,  and  among 
them  a  negro  whom  the  company  had  allowed 
me  for  my  particular  attendant  to  carry  my  lug- 
gage. He  took  away  with  him  my  medicines, 
as  well  as  the  reft  of  my  things,  and  lb  left  me 
deprived  of  wherewithal  to  drefs  my  fore  :  and 
my  pain  increafing  upon  me,  and  being-  unable 
to  travel  farther,  my  companions  were  obliged 
to  leave  me  behind  among  the  Indians  of  Darien. 

There  alfo  remained  with  me  Mr.  Richard 
Gopfon,  an  ingenious  man,  and  a  good  fcholar, 
and  John  Higginfon  a  Mariner,  who  were  both 
fo  fatigued  with  the  journey  that  they  were  una- 
ble to  proceed  any  farther. 

Before  this,  Robert  Spratlin  and  William 
Bowman  had  parted  from  the  company,  at  the 
river  Congo,  and  thefe  having  now  joined  us, 
we  were  five  of  us  in  all  who  were  left  behind 
among  the  Indians. 

Being  now  forced  to  ftay  among  them,  and 
having  no  means  to  alleviate  the  anguifh  of  my 
wound,  the  Indians  undertook  to  cure  it  ;  and 
applied  to  my  knee  fome  herbs,  which  they  firft 
chewed  to  the  confiftency  of  a  pafte,  and  ipread 
upon  a  plantain-leaf,  whereby  a  compleat  cure 
was  performed  in  about  twenty  days,  though 
there  remained  a  weaknefs  in  my  knee  ever 
after. 

Yet  thefe  people  were  not  altogether  fo  civil 
in  other  rcfpects  ;  for  fome  of  them  looked  on 
us  very  contemptuoufly,  throwing  green  plan- 
tains to  us,  as  you  would  bones  to  a  dog.  This 
was  but  very  indifferent  food,  yet  we  were  forc- 
ed to  be  contented  with  it  :  but  the  young  In- 
dian, at  whole  houie  we  were  left,  would  often 
give  us  fome  ripe  plantains,  unknown  to  his 
neighbours. 

This  Indian,  in  his  childhood,  had  been  ta- 
ken prifoner  by  the  Spaniards,  and  carried  to 
Panama,  where  he  had  learnt  a  fmattering  of 
their  language.  This  was  of  great  ufe  to  us; 
for  we  having  a  fniall  knowledge  of  Spaniih, 
and  likewiie  of  the  Indians  tongue,  by  paffing 
their  country  before,  between  both  thele,  and 
the  additional  ufe  of  figns,  we  found  it  no  very 
difficult  matter  to  underftand  one  another. 

This  Indian  was  truly  generous  and  hofpita- 
ble,  and  fo  careful  of  us,  that  if  in  the  day  time 
we  had  no  other  provifion  than  a  few  green 
plantains,  he  would  rife  in  the  night  and  go  out 
by  flealth  to  the  neighbouring  plantain-walk, 
and  fetch  a  bundle  ot  ripe  ones  from  thence, 
which  he  would  diftribute  among  us  unknown 
to  his  countrymen. 

It  appeared  that  the  tendency  of  the  Indians 
to  ufe  us  jll,  was  founded  on  our  comrades  hav- 
ing forced  fome  of  the  inhabitants,  againft  their 
will,  to  guide  them  ;  an  office  which  they  would 
rather  have  declined,  as  the  exceflive  rains  had 
rendered  it  very  bad  travelling. 

Their  refentment  againft  us  increafed,  as  they 
found  that  thefe  guides  did  not  return  fo  foon  as 
they  thought     that    they   ought   to  do  ;  and  in 


confequence  of  this  difappointment,  which  they 
fuppofed  to  arife  from  their  having  been  mur- 
dered by  the  fhip's  company,  it  was  determined 
to  revenge  on  us  the  injuries  which  they  fup- 
pofed our  friends  had  done  to  theirs.  To  this 
end  they  prepared  a  great  pile  of  wood  to  burn 
us,  but  told  us  that  they  would  not  execute  us 
till  the  fun  went  down. 

But  it  happened  that,  in  the  mean  time,  their 
chief,  Lacenta,  paffing  that  way,  difluaded  them 
from  their  cruelty,  and  propofed  to  fend  us 
northward,  under  the  care  of  two  guides,  who 
might  learn  from  the  Indians  on  the  coaft,  what 
was  become  of  thofe  who  were  miffing. 

They  readily  liftened  to  this  propofal,  and 
chofe  two  guides  for  this  expedition :  one  of 
whom  was  our  inveterate  enemy,  but  the  other 
was  the  kind  Indian,  who  was  fo  much  our  friend 
as  to  rife  in  the  night  and  get  us  ripe  plan- 
tains. 

The  next  day  therefore  we  were  difmifTed 
with  our  two  guides,  and  marched  joyfully  for 
three  days.  The  third  night  we  lodged  on  a 
fmall  hill,  which  the  next  morning  was  become 
an  ifland  •,  for  the  great  rains  whicli  had  fallen 
in  the  night  had  made  fuch  a  flood,  that  all  the 
low  land  about  it  was  covered  deep  with  water. 
All  this  time  we  had  no  proviiion,  except  a 
handful  of  dry  maize  which  our  Indian  guides 
gave  us  the  firft  two  days  :  but  this  being  fpent, 
they  returned  home  again,  and  left  us  to  fhift 
for  ourfelves. 

On  this  hill  we  remained  till  the  waters  were 
fomewhat  abated,  and  then  fet  forward,  fteering 
northward  by  a  pocket  compafs  ;'  and  about  fix 
in  the  evening  arrived  on  the  banks  of  a  river, 
which  was  very  deep,  and  over  which  we  ima- 
gined our  (hip-mates  muft  have  palled,  as  there 
was  a  tree  newly  felled  acrofs  the  river. 

After  fome  confultation  we  agreed  to  go  over 
the  river  by  the  help  of  the  tree,  but  the  rains 
had  made  it  fo  flippery  that  we  could  not  ftand 
on  it,  and  it  was  with  fome  difficulty  we  all  got 
over  it  aftride,  except  Bowman,  who  being  a 
weak  man,  flipped  off,  and  the  ftrcam  foon 
hurried  him  out  of  our  fight. 

To  add  to  our  affliction  for  the  lots  of  our 
companion,  we  fearched  about  for  a  path,  but 
found  none  ;  for  the  late  flood  had  covered  all 
the  country  with  mud  and  ooze  :  this  difappoint- 
ment determined  us  to  crofs  the  river  again  upon 
the  tree,  which  we  accordingly  did,  and  after  a 
walk  of  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  found  Bow- 
man fitting  on  a  bank  :  the  ftream  had  hurried 
him  to  an  eddy,  near  which  there  happened  to 
be  iome  boughs  hanging  in  the  water,  by  the 
help  of  which  he  got  out. 

Here  we  lay  all  night  ;  and  the  next  day,' be- 
ing the  fifth  of  our  prefent  journey,  we  marched, 
farther  down  by  the  fide  of  the  river,  and  were 
very  weak  for  want  of  food  :  but  providence 
fuftered  us  not  to  perifh  :  for  we  found  a  mac- 
caw-tree,  of  the  berries  of  which  we  ate  very 
heartily,  and  carrying  a  good  bundle  of  them 
away  with  us,  continued  our  march  till  night 

On  the  fixth  we  arrived  at  another  river,  which 
joined  with  that  we  had  hitherto  coafted,  arid 
were  now  inclofed  between  them  on  a  little  hill 
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at  the  confluence  of  them.  This  laft  river 
was  as  wide  and  deep  as  the  former  ;  fo  that 
we  were  put  to  a  non-plus,  as  both  rivers  were 
too  deep  to  ford  and  too  wide  for  a  tree  to  go 
acrofs. 

Afcer  fome  confultation,  we  refolved  to  cut 
fome  hollow  bamboes,  of  which  there  were 
plenty  in  the  woods,  to  make  them  into 
bark-logs  of  a  proper  length,  and  tie  them 
together  with  the  twigs  of  a  fhrub  like  a  vine. 

By  the  time  we  had  finifhcd  our  floats  it  was 
night,  and  we  took  up  our  lodging  oh  a  fmall 
hill,  where  we  gathered  a  large  quantity  of 
wood  and  made  a  Are,  intending  to  truft  our- 
felves  to  the  ftream  on  our  bark-logs  the  next 
morning.  But  not  long  after  fun-fet  there  fell 
a  prodigious  rain,  accompanied  with  horrid 
claps  of  thunder,  and  flafhes  of  lightning, 
of  fuch  a  lulphureous  fmell  that  we  were  almoft 
ilifled. 

Thus  it  continued  till  twelve  o'clock  at  night, 
when,  to  our  great  terror,  we  could  hear  the 
rivers  roaring  on  both  fides  of  us  ;  but  it  was 
lb  dark  that  we  could  fee  nothing  but  the  fire 
we  had  made,  except  when  a  flafh  of  lightning 
came,  and  then  we  could  fee  all  over  the  hill, 
and  perceive  the  water  approaching  us,  which 
in  lefs  than  halt"  an  hour  deftroyed  our  fire,  and 
obliged  us  to  feek  fome  fecurity. 

I  had  the  happinefs  to  meet  with  a  large 
cotton  tree,  which  through  age,  was  become 
rotten  and  hollow  on  one  fide  •,  having  a  hole 
in  it  at  about  the  height  of  four  feet  from  the 
ground.  I  immediately  got  up  in  it,  and  in 
the  cavity  I  found  a  knob,  which  ferved  me 
for  a  ftool,  and  there  I  fat  down  in  a  very  dif- 
agreeable  pofture,  not  having  room  to  ftand  or 
fit  upright.  In  this  fltuation  I  fat  wifhing  for 
day  ;  but  being  greatly  fatigued,  though  very 
hungry  and  cold,  I  fell  afkep  :  but  was  foon 
awakened  by  the  noife  of  great  trees,  which 
were  brought  down  by  the  flood,  and  came 
with  fuch  force  againft  my  habitation,  that  they 
made  it  fhake. 

When  I  awoke  I  found  my  knees  in  the 
water,  though  they  could  not  be  lefs  than  five 
feet  from  the  ground.  It  was  flill  very  dark, 
but  in  lefs  than  half  an  hour  the  day  began  to 
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dawn,    the   rain     and 
the  waters   abated,    fo 
fun  was  up,  the  water 
land. 

I  now  ventured  out  of  my  cold  lodging  •,  but 
being  ftiff,  and  the  ground  flippery,  I  could 
fcarce  ftand :  yet  I  made  a  fhift  to  reach  the 
fpot  where  we  had  made  our  fire,  and  calling 
aloud  for  my  companions,  was  anfwered  only 
by  the  melancholy  echo  of  my  own  voice  •, 
which  ftruck  fuch  terror  into  me,  that  I  fell 
down  as  dead,  being  oppreflcd  both  by  grief 
and"  hunger. 

But  I  was  quickly  revived  by  the  approach 
of  Mr.  Higginfon,  who  was  foon  followed  by 
our  three  other  mates  •,  they  like  me,  having 
laved  themielves  among  the  trees.  Having;  con- 
gratulated  each  other  with  tears  in  our  eyes,  and 
returned  thanks  to  God  for  our  prefervauon, 
we  began  to  look  for  our  boats,  which  we  found- 
N°  26.  4  H 


funk  and  full  of  water,    which  had    got  into 
the  hollow  of  the  bamboes. 

Being  thus  fruftratcd  of  our  defign  of  going 
down  the  ftream,  we  refolved,  if  it  was  poflible, 
to  return  to  the  Indian  fettlement  we  ha  1  left. 
As  we  travelled  along  the  fide  of  the  river, 
we  were  agreeably  furprifed  with  the  fight  of 
a  deer  lying  faft  afleep  ;  and  we  mould  cer- 
tainly have  killed  him,  if  the  man  who  was 
next  him  had  not  forgotten  to  wad  his  piece  ; 
fo  that  the  fhot  tumbled  out  juft  as  he  prefent- 
ed  it ;  and  the  gun  going  off  at  the  fame  in- 
ftant,  the  deer  ftarted  up  at  the  noifej  and  tak- 
ing to  the  river,  fwam  over. 

This  was  a  great  lofs  to  usj  as  this  was  the 
eighth  day  fince  we  had  eaten  any  thing  but  a 
few  maccaw-berries,  and  the  pith  of  a  bibby 
tree,  which,  when  fplit,  we  confidered  as  a 
great  dainty. 

Being  now  at  a  lofs  which  way  to  go,  we 
concluded  it  beft  to  follow  the  track  of  a  wild 
hog,  hoping  it  would  bring  us  into  a  plantain- 
walk,  as  this  creature  is  very  fend  of  the  plan- 
tain. We  had  hot  gone  far  in  this  track,  be- 
fore we  perceived  two  Indian  plantations, 
when  our  hearts  began  to  fail  us,  for  though 
we  were  ftarving  alive,  we  could  not  help 
fearing  that  the  Indians  would  put  us  to  death. 
At  length  it  was  agreed,  that  I  fhould  venture 
among  them  alone,  and  the  reft  of  the  company 
were  to  retire  or  advance,  according  to  the  re- 
ception I  met  with. 

I  no  fooner  entered,  than  I  was  fo  ftrongly 
affected  by  the  heat  of  the  hbufe,  and  the 
fcent  of  fome  meat  that  was  drefilhg  over  the 
fire,  that  I  fainted  away.  In  this  extremity 
the  Indians  were  very  officious  to  help  me, 
and  when  I  began  to  revive,  gave  me  fomething 
to  eat.  What  contributed  chiefly  to  the  re- 
covery of  my  fpirits  was  the  fight  of  thefe 
very  perfons  on  whofe  account  we  had  been 
fo  near  being  put  to  death. 

When  I  was  perfectly  recovered  the  Indians 
enquired  for  my  companions,  whom  they  foon 
brought  in,  and  treated  with  the  utmoft  kind- 
nefs,  for  as  the  guides  were  returned  in  lafety, 
and  our  fhip- mates  had  treated  them  with 
great  kindnefs,  and  made  them  feveral  prelents, 
they  thought  they  could  not  do  enough  to  ex- 
prefs  their  gratitude. 

Having  ftaid  here  feven  days  to  refrefh  our- 
felves,  during  which  we  were  treated  with  the 
utmoft  humanity,  four  of  the  ftouteft  young 
men  were  appointed  to  conduct  us,  agreeable 
to  our  defire,  towards  the  North  Sea;  and 
thefe  undertook  the  bufihefs  with  fo  good 
a  will,  that  in  one  day  they  conducted  us  to 
the  river  where  we  found  the  tree,  to  which 
place  we  had  been  three  days  in  travelling 
before. 

When  we  had  walked  about  a  mile  along 
the  banks  of  this  river,  we  met  with  a  canoe^ 
in  which  we  all  embarked,  and  the  Indians 
rowed  us  againft  the  ftream  :  at  night  we  flop- 
ped at  a  houfe  where  we  were  kindly  treated, 
and  the  next  morning  two  more  young  Indians 
foined  our  train,  fo  that  we  had  now  fix  con- 
ductors, who  at  the  end  of  fix  davs  brought  us 
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to  the  houfe  of  Lacenta,  who  had  before  faved 
our  lives. 

Lacenta's  houfe  is  fituated  on  a  fine  hill,  on 
which  grow  the  ftatelielt  cotton  trees  I  ever  law 
in  my  life.  This  pleafant  hill,  which  contains 
at  leaft  one  hundred  acres  of  land,  is  a  peninfula 
of  an  oval  form,  being  almoft  furrounded  by  two 
rivers,  which  approaching  within  forty  feet  of 
each  other,  feperate  again,  embracing  the  hill, 
and  meet  on  the  other  fide,  making  there  one 
pretty  large  river  which  runs  very  fwift.  There 
is  therefore  but  one  way  by  land  to  this  houie, 
and  that  is  fo  fenced  with  hollow  bamboes,  pope's 
heads,  and  prickle  pears,  that  it  is  impoffible 
for  an  enemy  to  approach  it  in  regular  order. 

On  this  hill  live  fifty  principal  men  of  the 
country,  all  under  Lacenta's  command,  who  is 
a  prince  over  all  the  fouth  part  of  the  Ifthmus  of 
Daricn.  There  is  but  one  canoe  belonging  to 
this  palace,  which  ferves  to  ferry  over  Lacenta 
and  his  fubjects. 

Lacenta  received  us  very  civilly,  and  difcharg- 
ed  our  guides,  telling  us  that  it  was  impoffible 
to  travel  farther,  becaufe  of  the  rainy  feafon  •, 
but  lie  laid  we  fhould  remain  with  him,  and  he 
would  take  proper  care  of  us. 

We  had  not  been  here  long  before  an  occur- 
rence happened,  which  greatly  increafed  the 
good  opinion  Lacenta  and  his  people  had  con- 
ceived of  us,  and  brought  me  into  particular 
efteem  with  them. 

One  of  Lacenta's  wives  being  indifpofed,  was 
to  be  let  blood  ;  which  the  Indians  of  Darien 
perform  in  this  manner:  the  patient  isfeated  on 
a  itone  in  the  river,  and  a  perfon  with  a  fmall 
bow  fhoots  little  arrows  into  the  naked  body  of 
the  patient  in  many  places  :  but  the  arrows  are 
gaged,  fo  that  they  penetrate  no  farther  than  we 
generally  thruft  our  lances  ;  and  if  by  chance 
they  hit  a  vein,  and  the  blood  fpurts  out  a  little, 
they  will  leap  and  Ikip  about,  making  many  an- 
tic gefturcs  byway  of  rejoicing. 

I  was  by  while  this  was  performing  on  Lacen- 
ta's lady  :  and  perceiving  their  ignorance,  told 
Lacenta,  that  I  would  lhew  him  a  better  way, 
without  putting  the  patient  to  fo  much  pain. 
At  his  command  I  bound  up  her  arm  with  a 
piece  of  bark,  and  breathed  a  vein  :  but  Lacen- 
ta no  fooner  faw  the  blood  ifiue  out  in  a  ftream, 
which  tiled  to  come  drop  by  drop,  than  he 
feized  his  lance,  and  fwore  by  his  tooth,  that  if 
(lie  did  otherwile  than  well,  my  life  fhould  be 
the  forfeit. 

I  was  not  moved  at  his  menace,  but  having 
taken  away  about  twelve  ounces,  defired  fhe 
might  reft  till  the  next  day  :  by  which  means 
the  fever  abated,  and  fhe  foon  did  well. 

This  gained  me  fo  much  reputation,  that  La- 
centa came  to  me,  in  prefence  of  all  his  atten- 
dants, and  killed  my  handout  of  reverence  to 
my  lkill.  Then  the  reft  crouding  about  me. 
fome  killed  my  hand,  others  my  knee,  and 
foine  my  foot :  after  which  I  was  taken  up  in  a 
hammock,  and  carried  from  plantation  to  plan- 
tation, adminiftnng  advice,  phyfic  and  phlebo- 
tomy, to  all  who  flood  in  need  of  any  ;  for  when 
my  negro  ran  away  with  my  knapfack,  in  which 
were  my  fdves  and  plaiikrs,  I  happened  to  have 


a  box  of  inftruments,  and  a  few  medicines  wrap- 
ped up  in  an  oil  cloth  in  my  pocket,  which 
were  now  of  fingular  ufe  to  me. 

Lacenta  took  great  delight  in  hunting,  in 
which  diverfion  I  frequently  attended  him  •,  and 
as  we  traverfed  the  iouth-eaft  part  of  the  coun- 
try we  faw  the  Spaniards  gathering  gold  dull  in 
the  rivers.  The  manner  of  their  getting  it  is  as 
follows. 

They  take  it  up,  fand  and  all,  in  little  difhes, 
and  fhaking  it  well,  the  fand  goes  over  the  brims 
of  the  dilh  with  the  water,  and  the  gold  falling 
to  the  bottom,  they  pals  a  loadftone  over  it, 
which  attracts  all  the  iron  particles  that  are 
among  it.  When  they  have  thus  cleaned  it,  ic 
is  put  up  in  gourds  and  calabafhes.  In  this  man- 
ner they  work  duiing  the  dry  feafon,  which  is 
three  months,  for  when  it  is  wet  the  rivers  are 
too  cleep  to  admit  its  being  practifed. 

During  the  prcgr.lTes  I  made  with  Lacenta, 
my  four  companions  f'takl  behind  at  his  feat  -, 
but  I  had  by  this  time  fo  far  ingratiated  rr.yfelf 
with  him,  that  he  would  never  go  any  where 
without  me,  and  I  p  aimy  perceived  he  intended 
to  keep  me  in  the  cci.ntry  as  icng  as  I  lived, 
which  made  me  very  Uneafy. 

It  happened  one  day  that  we  were  quite  tired 
in  purluit  or  wild  hogs  that  at  length  efcaped  us  ; 
and  I  faw  that  Lacenta  impatiently  wifhed  for 
fome  better  way  of  managing  this  fort  of  game. 

Hereupon  I  took  an  opportunity  of  commend- 
ing the  fleetnefs  of  li.nglifh  dogs,  and  afiured 
him  that  nothing  could  add  lo  much  to  the  plea- 
fure  of  fponing  ;  offering  at  the  fame  time  to  go 
England,  to  bring  him  fome  from  thence. 

He  demurred  at  this  motion  for  fome  time, 
but  at  length  he  fwore  by  his  tooth,  that  for  my 
fake  he  would  give  my  companions  their  liberty, 
and  that  he  would  permit  me  to  go  to  England 
for  fome  dogs,  if  I  would  promife  and  fwear  by 
my  tooth,  that  I  would  return  and  live  with  him, 
when  he  laid  he  would  make  me  a  great  man, 
and  give  me  his  daughter  for  a  wife,  who  was 
not  then  marriageable  ;  I  readily  fwore  by  my 
tooth  to  perform  all  that  he  required. 

Having  returned  him  thanks  for  his  reliance 
on  me,  I  and  my  companions  foon  afterwards 
let  out  for  the  north  leas,  attended  by  a  ftrong 
party  of  armed  Indians,  befides  a  number  of 
women  who  carried  our  provifions  and  cloaths  : 
what  cloaths  I  had  were  only  a  linnen  frock  and 
a  pair  of  drawers,  which  I  had  not  worn  while 
among  thefe  people,  going  like  the  reft  quite 
naked  ;  and  by  way  of  ornament,  had  been  Spot- 
ted with  paint  from  head  to  foot,  by  fome  wo- 
men who  made  a  trade  of  it,  and  who  wanted  to 
prick  the  fkin,  to  rub  the  paint  in,  according 
to  their  cultom  ;  but  I  would  not  permit 
them. 

In  this  journey  we  paffed  over  many  moun- 
tains of  a  prodigious  height,  one  of  which,  in 
particular,  we  were  four  days  in  afcending  ;  and 
on  the  top  of  it  we  perceived  a  ltrange  giddinefs 
in  our  heads,  which  we  imputed  to  the  height 
of  the  mountain,  and  the  clearnefs  of  the  air. 
We  could  now  fee  the  clouds  break  and  feperate 
far  beneath  us,  but  we  were  too  high  to  difcern 
the  valley  below  :  in  our  defcent  we  were  cured 
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of  our  giddincf;  ;  and  the  Indians  conduced  us 
to  a  ridge  of  the  rock  lb  narrow  that  we  were 
forced  to  ftraddle  over  it  on  our  hams,  being 
unable  to  crofs  it  in  any  other  manner. 

When  we  came  to  the  toot  of  the  mountain 
we  found  a  river  that  ran  into  the  north  leas  ; 
and  on  the  banks  of  it  were  a  few  Indian  houfes 
which  afforded  us  tolerable  entertainment.  In 
one  of  thele  we  lay  one  night,  it  being  the  firlt 
houfe  we  had  lodged  in  for  fix  days  :  our  lodg- 
ing by  the  way  being  in  a  hammock  made  fait  to 

1  trees. 

The  next  morning  we  fet  forward,  and  in  two 
days  time  arrived  at  the  fea  fide,  and  were  met 
by  lorry  of  the  principal  Indians  of  the  country, 
who  congratulated  us,  and  welcomed  us  to  their 
houfes  :  they  were  aildreiled  in  long  white  gowns, 
reaching  to  their  ancles,  fringed  at  the  bottom, 
and  in  their  hands  they  had  half  pikes. 

We  enquired  of  thele  people  whether  theyfoon 
expected  any  fhips  on  the  coaft  ?  They  told  us 
they  knew  not,  but  would  enquire  of  their  paw- 
wawers  or  conjurers,  who  would  fatisfy  us  in 
that  particular. 

They  accordingly  lent  for  lbme  of  thefe  con- 
jurers -,  and  as  we  were  in  the  houfe  when  they 
came,  they  began  to  work  by  making  a  partiti- 
on with  hammocks,  that  the  conjurers  might  be 
by  themfelves.  They  continued  lbme  time  at 
their  exercife,  and  we  could  hear  them  make 
molt  hideous  yellings  and  lliricks,  imitating  the 
voicco  of  various  kinds  of  birds  and  beaits.  To 
their  own  noile,  they  joined  that  of  leveral  ftones 
ltruck  together,  alio  of  conch-fhcilr,,  and  of  a  fort 
of  drums  made  of  hollow  bamboes,  and  like- 
wife  of 
beafts. 

Every  now  and  then  thev  would  made  a 
dreadful  exclamation,  and  luddenly  make  a 
paufe  and  keep  profound  filence.  When  after 
a  confiderable  time  they  found  that  no  anfwer 
was  made  them,  they  concluded  it  was  becaufe 
we  were  in  the  houfe,  and  therefore  turning  us 
out,  they  went  to  work  again  :  but  after  an  hour 
or  more,  having  no  anfwer,  they  made  a  fearch 
in  our  apartment,  and  finding  lbme  of  our  cloaths 
hanging  up  in  a  bafket  againft  the  wall,  they 
threw  them  out  of  doors  in  great  difdain. 

After  this  they  again  began  their  conjurations, 
and  after  a  little  time  ran  out  of  the  houfe  in  a 
violent  fweat,  and  having  firft  walked  them- 
felves in  the  river,  delivered  the  oracle  they 
pretended  to  have  received. 

The  prediction  was,  that  on  the  tenth  day  from 
that  time,  there  would  arrive  two  fhips  ;  and 
that  on  the  morning  of  the  tenth  day.  we  fhould 
hear  firft  one  gun,  and  then  another,  that  one  of 
us  fhould  die  foon  after,  and  that  going  on 
board  we  fhould  loofe  one  of  our  guns  ;  and  it 
is  a  little  extraordinary  that  every  thing  happen- 
ed agreeable  to  the  prediction. 

On  the  tenth  day  after  this  ceremony,  in  the 
morning,  we  were  alarmed  with  the  report  of 
two  guns,  and  foon  after  were  told  of  the  arrival 
of  an  Englilh  fhip,  with  a  Spanifh  Tartan,  of 
which  fhe  had  made  a  prize  •,  which  intelligence 
gave  us  great  pleafure.  We  foon  perfuaded  our 
Indian  friends,  who  were  afraid  of  the  Spanifh 
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vellel,  to  carry  us  on  board  the  Englifh  fhip  in  a 
canoe  •,  but  in  our  pallage  we  were  overfet,  one 
of  our  guns  was  loft,  and  Mr.Gopfon,  who  was  a 
weak  man,  and  with  difficulty  faved  from 
drowning,  caught  lb  fevere  a  cold  that  he  died 
in  a  few  days  afterwards,  all  which  had  been 
predicted  by  the  paw-wawers. 

The  Englifh  fhip  happened  to  be  the  fame  to 
which  I  belonged,  and  my  four  fellow  fuflerers 
were  received  with  great  iatisfaclion  by  the  fhip's 
crew,  while  for  my  part,  being  naked,  except 
a  cloth  about  my  wailt,  tanned  with  fun,  and 
painted,  I  remained  fquat  on  my  hams  among 
the  Indians,  in  order  to  try  if  I  was  very  much 
altered,  and  I  efcaped  being  known  for  near  an 
hour,  when  one  of  the  failors,  fixing  his  eyes  full 
upon  me,  and  examining  me  very  attentively  for 
a  minute  or  two,  cried  out,  "  I'll  be  damned  if 
"  this  is  not  our  doctor  !  " 

This  exclamation  brought  together  many  of 
the  crew,  by  whom  I  was  received  with  loud 
acclamations  of  joy.  I  now  endeavoured  to  wafh 
off  my  paint,  but  it  was  near  a  month  before  I 
could  get  tolerably  rid  of  it,  and  it  was  fo  dried 
in  by  the  fun,  that  when  I  endeavoured  to  de- 
tach myfelf  from  it,  I  generally  pulled  ofFlkin 
and  all. 

Our  fhips  remained  on  this  coaft  near  three 
weeks,  during  which  time  our  Indian  acquain- 
tance frequently  vifited  us,  and  Lacenta  came 
among  the  reft.  They  ufually  brought  their 
wives  and  children  with  them,  and  we  enter- 
tained them  with  fo  much  kindneis,  that  I  dare 
fay  they  were  lorry  for  our  departure. 

Having  thus  given  a  fhort  account  of  my  tra- 
vels, I  fhall  proceed  to  a  general  delcription  of 
the  Ifthmus,  from  the  beft  observations  that  I 
could  make  during  the  time  that  I  lived  in  that 
part  of  America. 

The  Ifthmus  of  America,  more  properly  cal- 
led the  Ifthmus  of  Darien,  perhaps  from  the  ri- 
ver of  that  name,  by  which  the  northern  coaft  is 
bounded  to  the  eaftward,  lies  between  eight  and 
ten  degrees  of  north  latitude,  but  in  the  narrow- 
ell  part  it  is  not  much  more  than  pne  degree 
broad.  How  far  it  ftretches  weftward,  whether 
as  far  as  Honduras  or  Nicaragua,  or  only  to  the 
towns  of  Porto  Bello  and  Panama,  I  cannot  pre- 
tend to  determine. 

Along  the  Ifthmus,  which  is  mofl  elegantly 
diverfified  with  hills  rifing  over  hills,  and  the 
moll  beautiful  and  fertile  vallies,  runs  a  chain  of 
mountains  lbaring  far  above  the  reft,  which,  for 
diftinclion's  fake  I  fhall  call  the  main  ridge. 

The  breadth  of  this  ridge  is  very  unequal, 
bending  as  the  Ifthmus  itfelf  does,-  and  being 
feldom  above  fifteen  miles  from  the  north  fea, 
of  which  we  had  generally  a  clear  view,  there  be- 
ing no  hills  to  intercept  the  profpeel,  but  the 
ground,  which  is  a  continued  foreft,  declining 
to  the  water  in  a  gentle  gradation. 

We  could  not  fee  the  fouth  lea  from  any  part 
of  the  ridge  •,  not  that  the  diftance  is  fo  great 
but  that  the  eye  could  reach  as  far,  if  its  pro- 
grefs  was  not  flopped  by  intercepting  hills. 
Though  lbme  of  the  rivers  that  water  this  tracl:, 
are  pretty  large,  yet  few  of  them  are  navigable* 
the  entrance  of  them  being- obllrucled  by  fhoals 
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and  fand-banks.  On  the  northern  coaft  the 
rivers  are  for  the  moft  part  very  fmall  •,  for 
rifing  generally  in  the  main  ridge,  their  courfe 
is  very  fhort ;  the  river  Darien  is  indeed  a  large 
one,  but  the  depth  at  its  mouth  is  by  no  means 
proportioned  to  its  width  •,  however  farther  on, 
it  is  of  fufficient  depth. 

The  river  Chagre  alfo  arifing  at  a  good  dif- 
tance  from  its  outlet,  becomes  very  large  and 
and  deep  before  it  falls  into  the  fea.  The  foil 
is  extremely  various  •,  in  fome  places  it  is  fertile, 
but  in  others  efpecially  near  the  fea,  it  is  very 
fwampy.  From  Caret  Bay  to  the  promontory 
near  the  Golden  Ifland  it  is  fufficiently  fruit- 
ful, though  part  of  it  lies  almoft  always  under 
water ;  fo  that  if  any  one  attempts  to  go 
afhore,  he  niuft  venture  up  to  the  middle  in 
mud. 

Caret  Bay  is  fmall  •,  there  are  two  or  three 
rivulets  of  frefh  water  falling  into  it,  and  be- 
fore it  are  two  iflands,  which  are  pretty  high 
lands,  and  covered  with  trees ;  as  there  are 
no  rocks  about  it,  it  affords  very  fafe  an- 
chorage. 

On  the  weft  of  the  Cape  of  the  river  Darien, 
is  a  fandy  bay,  where  there  is  good  an- 
choring in  a  hard  bottom  :  before  it  are  three 
iflands,  between  the  caftermoft  of  which, 
called  Golden  Illand,  and  the  main-land,  is  a 
fair  deep  channel.  On  the  fouth  fide  of  this 
illand,  which  is  high,  rocky  and  every 
where  clfe  inacceffible,  lies  a  pretty  fafe  bay. 

To  the  weftward  of  this  is  another  fmall  ifland 
overgrown  with  mangroves,  where  the  ground 
is  fo  boggy  that  there  is  no  firm  anchorage.  This 
ifland  is  To  near  to  the  Ifthmus,  that  fhips  can- 
not pafs  between  them  even  at  high  water. 

To  the  northward  lies  the  ifland  of  Pines,  di- 
vided into  hills  which  ferve  as  a  beacon  to  thofe 
•  at  fea.  It  is  well  watered,  and  covered  with  tall 
ufeful  trees.  There  is  a  fafe  bay  on  the  fouth 
fide  of  it,  inclofed  as  it  were,  in  a  half  moon  ; 
but  the  fide  oppofite  to  the  Ifthmus  is  rocky  and 
cragged. 

From  hence  the  fhore  runs  north  weft  to 
point  Sanballas,  near  which,  among  the  San- 
balloe  iflands,  lies  a  harbour  called  Tickle-me- 
quickly.  Among  the  Sanballoe  iflands,  which 
are  very  fmall  and  numerous,  there  are  a  great 
number  of  harbours,  the  chief  of  which  is  Sprin- 
ger's Key. 

The  Sanballoe  iflands  are  low,  flat  and  fandy, 
abounding  with  trees,  fuch  as  manchineel,  fpa- 
dilloes,  &G.  Point  Sanballas,  is  rocky,  pretty 
long  and  low,  and  being  guarded  by  rocks  a 
mile  off  at  fea,  the  approach  to  it  is  dangerous. 
About  three  leagues  to  the  weftward  of  point 
Sanballas,  lies  port  Scrivan,  where  there  is  a 
good  harbour,  tho'the  entrance  to  it  is  alfo  dan- 
gerous. 

The  place  where  Nombre  de  Dios  formerly 
ftood,  is  but  an  indifferent  fituation,  and  the  air 
is  very  unwholfome.  The  bay  before  it  is  open 
to  the  fea,  and  it  affords  but  little  fhelter  for 
Hupping,  which  was  one  reafon  why  the  Spa- 
niards quitted  it. 

There  are  a  few  (haggling  iflands  at  the 
mouth  of  the  bay  of  Nombre  de  Dios,  between 


which  and  the  Ifthmu*  a  very   convenient  har- 
bour is  formed. 

All  the  way  from  hence  to  Porto  Bello  is  ge- 
generally  rocky  :  it  is  very  hilly,  and  covered 
with  trees,  except  fome  fpots,  which  the  Spa- 
nifh  Indians,  who  are  tributary  to  Porto  Bello, 
have  cleared  for  plantations,  and  to  make  a  paf- 
fage  to  their  church.  The  mouth  of  their  har- 
bour is  but  narrow,  but  being  once  entered,  it 
affords  a  good  fhelter  for  fhipping.  To  this 
place  the  treafures  of  Peru  are  brought  over  land 
from  Panama. 

The  town  of  Porto  Bello,  which  forms  a  half 
moon,  the  fea  being  the  area,  lies  at  the  bottom 
of  the  harbour,  the  entrance  of  which  on  the 
left  hand  is  ftcured  by  a  ftrong  fort,  and  on  the 
right  by  a  ftrong  block-houfe  :  there  are 
feveral  other  forts  built  in  various  conveni- 
ent fituations,  which  contribute  very  inUch 
to  the  fecurity  of  the  town.  In  thefe  are  gene- 
rally quartered  two  or  three  hundred  Spaaifh 
foldiers.  The  town  is  lono-  and  narrow,  havino- 
two  principal  ftreets.  It  is  in  general  well  built, 
and  in  the  middle  of  it  is  a  fmall  parade,  fur- 
rounded  with  handibme  hotifesa 

The  church  is  a  good  edifice  ;  and  on  the  eaftr 
from  the  north  to  the  fouth  fide  run  the  king's 
ftables,  in  which  are  kept  the  mules  employed 
to  bring  the  treafure  from  Panama.  Near  the 
ftables  is  a  fmall  rivulet  of  frefh  water  ;  and  be- 
tween the  parade  and  the  governor's  houfe, which 
is  clofe  to  the  great  fort,  is  a  brook,  over  which 
is  a  bridge.  When  the  tide  withdraws,  the  fhore 
is  covered  with  a  black  filthy  mud,  from  whence 
very  noifome  vapours  arife,  which  are  occafion- 
ed  by  the  great  heat  of  the  climate.  To  the 
fouth  and  eaft  of  the  town,  the  country  is  hilly, 
with  fome  wood,  but  produces  no  great  quantity 
of  fruit. 

Having  thus  iurveyed  the  north  coaft  of 
the  Ifthmus,  I  fhall  take  a  flight  view  of  the 
fouth. 

The  point  Garachina  is  pretty  high,  and 
forms  the  weft  fide  of  the  mouth  of  the  river 
Sambo  •,  but  that  part  towards  the  river  is  low, 
fwampy,  and  over-run  with  mangroves. 

The  mouth  of  the  river  Sambo  opens  to  the 
north,  and  from  thence  the  coaft  inclines  in  a 
north-eaft  direction  to  the  gulph  of  St.  Michael, 
which  is  formed  by  the  outlet  of  feveral  rivers, 
the  chief  of  which  are  Santa  Maria,  Congo,  and 
the  Gold  River,  fo  called  from  the  great  plenty 
of  gold  duft  found  therein,  to  gather  which,  the 
Spaniards  bring  hither  their  negroes  from  Pana- 
ma and  Santa  Maria  ;  on  the  fouth  fide  of 
which,  at  a  confiderable  diftance  from  the  fea, 
ftands  a  town  of  the  fame  name. 

This  is  but  a  new  town,  being  built  by  the 
Spaniards  of  Panama,  partly  lor  a  garrifon  and 
magazine  of  provifions,  and  partly  for  quarters 
of  refrefhment  for  the  above-mentioned  Indi- 
ans. The  country  all  about  here  is  woodv, 
low,  and  very  unhealthy  ;  the  rivers  being  To 
oozy  that  the  ftinking  mud  affects  the  air.  On 
the  right  fide  of  the  river  of  Santa  Maria  lies  the 
little  village  of  Scuchadero,  which  being  fituat- 
ed  upon  high  ground,  is  more  wholfome  than 
the  reft  of  the  country. 

The 
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The  mouth  of  the  river  Congo  is  muddy,  and 
at  low  water  is  left  bare  for  a  long  way  ;  but  at 
high  water  fhips  may  pafs  over,  and  When  thev 
are  advanced  within  it,  the  road  is  fufficiently 
deep. 

There  are  many  iflands  in  this  gulph,  where 
the  anchorage  is  good,  though  in  oozy  ground  : 
they  are. full  of  mangroves,  and  afford  good 
Hk iter  to  t'.ie  fhipping.  There  are  many  creeks 
and  outlets  upon  the  coaft,  but  no  frefh  water, 
at  leaft  that  I  could  lind,  in  the  dry  feafon  ;  in 
the  wet,  the  declivities  of  the  ground,  and  drop- 
'  pings  of  the  trees,  afford  water  enough.  On 
the  w  ft  fide  of  the  river  Cheapo,  ftends  the  town 
or"  that  name,  which  is  final],  and  of  no  great 
confequerice; 

The  f  ound  here  about  is  partly  favannah, 
and  partly  woodland  ;  the  former  being  varie- 
.  gated  with  delightful  hillocks,  intermixed  with 
{pots  of  wood  -,  and  near  to  this  place  the  river 
takes  its  rile,  arjd  after  running  for  the  moft 
part  a  weftward  courle,  fails  into  the  north  lea. 
On  the  lbuth  fide  of  it,  near  Panama,  Hands  Vera 
Cruz,  a  village  of  inns  and  ftorehoufes,  from 
whence  all  the  merchandize  is  lent  down  the  ri- 
ver Chagre  to  Porto  Bello,  except  plate,which  is 
always  carried  by  land. 

Farther  weft,  the  land  between  the  river  Chea- 
po and  Panama,  is  low,  dry  and  even,  and 
over-run  with  bufhes.  Near  this  place  flood  the 
old  city  of  Panama,  which  was  burnt:  by  Sir 
Henry  Morgan,  and  there  is  nothing  now  to  be 
feen  of  it,  but  a  few  fcattering  houfes  and  heaps 
of  ruins. 

The  new  town,  which  is  built  farther  weft, 
has  a  good  harbour,  and  fhips  may  ride  fafely 
in  the  road,  under  the  fhelter  of  the  three  Perica 
jilands. 

Panama  makes  a  beautiful  appearance  when 
feen  from  the  lea,  the  walls  of  the  houfes  being 
of  white  ftone,  covered  with  pan-tiles,  a  com- 
modity much  ufed  all  over  the  Spanifh  Weft 
Indies  ;  it  has  no  fortifications,  but  is  defended 
by  a  ftrong  wall,  efpecially  towards  the  fea  :  it 
is  furrounded  by  hills,  favannahs,  coppices,  and 
farm  houfes  for  the  cattle,  which  confift  of 
horfes,  mules  and  oxen  •,  and  taken  all  together, 
forms  a  beautiful  landfcape. 

This  town  is  the  chief  place  for  trade  on  the 
South  fea  coaft,  being  the  receptacle  of  the 
wealth  of  Lima,  and  other  ports  of  Peru,  and 
keeping  up  a  commercial  correfpondence  with 
Mexico. 

The  king  of  Spain  has  a  prefident  here,  who 
acts  in  concert  with  the  council,  and  to  whom 
the  governor  of  Porto  Bello  is  fubfervient,  as 
indeed  is  the  whole  country  as  far  as  Guatima- 
la.  Panama,  though  much  more  healthy  than 
Porto  Bello,  is  yet  a  fickly  place,  as  is  ufually 
experienced  by  thofe  who  come  from  the  purer 
climates  of  Lima  and  Truxillo,  as  they  are  ge- 
nerally obliged  to  cut  off  their  hair,  which  foon 
grows  too  heavy  for  the  head. 

About  a  league  to  the  weft  of  Panama  is  the 
Rio  Grande,  a  very  rapid  ftream,  but  unfit  for 
fhipping,  on  account  of  its  being  ihallow  at  the 
entrance.  On  the  weftern  banks  of  it  are  good 
plantations  of  fugar  ;  and  here,  as  the  fhore  be- 
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gins  to  bend  away  to  the  fouthward,  I  fhall  go 
no  farther  in  the  delcription  of  it. 

The  fhore  between  point  Garachina  and  the 
Rio  Grande,  and  lb  on  to  Punta  Mala,  forms  a 
femicircular  bay,  called  by  the. name  of  the  bay 
of  Panama.  In  this  bay  are  feveral  fine  iflands  ; 
as.  the  King's,  or  Pearl  I  (lands,  Pacheque,  Che- 
pelio,  Perica,  &C.  Thele  afford  excellent  har- 
bours for  fhips,  and  abound  in  wood,  water, 
fruits,  fowls,  hogs,  &c. 

The  foil  of  the  Ifland  Country,  which  con- 
fifts  of  fine  black  mould,  is  extremely  fertile  : 
from  the  gulph  of  St.  Michael,  to  the  hills  of 
Caret  Bay,  it  is  well  watered  and  planted  ;  but 
on  the  fhore,  near  the  bay,  the  ground  is  lb 
broken  and  iwampy  that  there  is  no  travel- 
ing. 

To  the  weft  of  the  river  Congo,  even  beyond 
the  river  Cheapo,  the  foil  is  rich,  aad  interfper£ 
ed  with  pleafarit  high  lands  ;  but  afterwards  it 
is  one  continued  wood.  The  ridge  is  exceeding- 
ly fertile,  being  covered  with  trees  even  to  the 
top  ;  and  there  is  realbn  to  imagine,  that  what- 
ever grows  in  Jamaica  would  flourifh  here,  for 
the  foil  is  abundantly  luxuriant. 

On  the  fea  coaft  the  trees  are  fo  interwoven, 
that  the  woods  are  almoft  impenetrable  •,  but 
farther  in  land,  they  form  a  kind  of  proves, 
which  appear  to  be  regularly  laid  out,  tnd  are 
free  from  underwood  and  brambles,,  lb -that  a 
horfeman  may  ride  among  them  at  a  full  gallop, 
with  a  verdant  canopy  over  his  head,  without 
meeting  with  the  leaft  obftructdon.      .  .: 

The  weather  is  much  the  fame  here :  as  in  o- 
ther  places  of  the  torrid  zone,  only  rather  more 
wet.  The  feafon  of  rains  begias.  in  April  or 
May,  and  continues  very  violent  during  June, 
July  and  Auguft,  the  weather  being,  glowing 
hot  the  greateft  part  of  that  time  ;:  and  if  the 
fun  happens  to  break  through  a  cloud,  the  heat 
is  almoft  intolerable.  In  the  mcrtth  of  Septem- 
ber, the  rains  begin  to  abate  ;  but  it  is  Decem- 
ber, and  fometimes  even  January,  before  they 
are  quite  gone. 

Thefe  rains  commence  with  a  fudden  fhower 
once  a  day,  like  our  April  or  thunder  fhowers  ; 
then  follow  perhaps  two  or  three  in  a  day,  and 
afterwards  they  fall  every  hour.  After  this  they 
fometimes  continue  for  the  whole  day,  accom- 
panied with  violent  thunder  and  lightning,  and 
the  air  is  impregnated  with  a  faint  fulphureous 
fmell,  which  is  lb  much  the  more  difagreeable 
from  its  being  pent  up  among  the  woods. 

Sometimes  it  will  rain  inceffantly  for  five  or 
fix  weeks,  without  any  thunder  or  lightning  ; 
and  then  there  fometimes  comes  a  week  of  fair 
weather,  with  now  and  then  a  tornado,  which 
brings  with  it  a  refrefhing  air  ;  but  then  the 
dropping  of  the  trees  is  as  troublefome  as  the 
rain. 

When  a  heavy  fhower  is  over,  there  is  gene- 
rally to  be  heard  the  croaking  of  frogs  and 
toads,  the  humming  of  mofkitos  or  gnats,  and 
the  hiding  of  fhakes,  and  ferpents,  which  alto- 
gether forms  a  moft  difagreeable  concert. 

When  the  rains   fall '  among  the  woods,   they 

make  a  hollow  rattling  found,  and  the  torrents 

pouring  from  the  high  lands,  tear  up  vaft  trees- 
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by  the  roots,  and  force  them  forward  with  the 
current.  By  this  means  a  river  is  often  blocked 
up,  till  another  flood  comes,  and  fets  the  trees 
afloat  again.  Sometimes  the  floods  fpread  them- 
felves  over  a   broad  plain,  and  make  it  appear 


like  a  great  lake. 

The  ccoleft  part  of  the  year  is  about  Chrift- 
mas,  whtn  the  fair  weather  begins  to  come  on 
again,  and  the  clouds  breaking,  give  a  free  courfe 
to  the  air. 


CHAP.       II. 

Adefcription  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Ifthmus  j  an  account  of  the  moon-eyed,  or  white  people 
of  the  Ifthmus;  of  their  cuftoms,   manners,  and  ornaments  ;  of  their  buildings  and  planta- 
tions j  the  method  of  making  their  liquors  ;  defcription  of  their  weddings,  and  the  manner  of 
educating  their  children  ;  of  their  domeftic  employments,   hunting  matches,  provifions,  and 
kind  of  living. 


TH  E  Inhabitants  of  the  Ifthmus  are  not 
very  numerous,  but  they  live  thickeft  on 
the  north  fide,  efpccially  along  the  fides 
of  the  rivers  ;  and  thefe  are  much  more  civil  and 
familiar  than  thole  on  the  fouth  fide. 

The  men  are  ftrait,  large-boned,  full-bread- 
ed, well  fhaped,  and  near  fix  feet  high  :  they 
are  active,  and  run  very  fwiftly  •,  nor  did  I 
ever  fee  one  crooked  or  deformed  perfon  among 
thein. 

The  women  have  lively  eyes  ;  they  2re  lliort 
and  rather  fat,  but  well  fhaped,  and  not  fo  full 
of  fpirits  as  the  men.  The  features,  both  of 
men  and  women,  are  regular  •,  their  eyes  are  ge- 
nerally grey  •,  they  have  high  foreheads,  mouths 
of  a  moderate  fize,  and  good  teeth  •,  their  nofes 
are  fhort  and  fnubbed,  and  are  the  moft  difa- 
greeable  parts  of  their  faces.  Their  hair  is  black, 
lank  and  ftrong,  and  they  take  great  pride  in 
having  it  hang  lower  than  the  middle  of  their 
backs  ;  the  women  tie  theirs  clofe  to  the  head 
with  a  firing,  from  whence  it  flows  down. 

They  frequently  part  their  hair  with  their  fin- 
gers, or  comb  it  with  a  fort  of  comb  they  make 
of  Maccaw  wood,  being  ten  or  twelve  fmall  flicks, 
each  tapering  to  a  point%  of  the  length  of  five 
or  fix  inches,  and  joined  together  by  the  middle; 
but  they  pick  the  lice  out  of  their  heads  with 
their  fingers. 

They  eradicate  all  the  hair  of  the  face,  ex- 
cept that  of  the  eye-brows  and  eye-lids  -,  for 
though  the  men  have  beards,  if  they  would  let 
them  grow,  yet  they  always  have  them  rooted 
out  -,  and  the  women  are  the  operators,  ufing 
two  little  flicks,  between  which  they  pinch  up 
the  hair :  but  on  fome  great  occafions,  fuch  as 
having  killed  an  enemy,  but  particularly  a  Spa- 
niard, the  perfon  who  has  done  it  has  all  his 
hair  cut  off,  as  a  diftinguilhing  mark  of  honour  : 
he  is  alio  paiuted  black,  and  continues  of  that 
colour  till  the  firft  new  moon  after  the  fact  is 
done. 

Their  natural  complexion  is  a  copper-colour, 
or  orange-tawney  ;  and  their  eye- brows  are  na- 
turally as  black  as  jet.  They  ufe  no  art  ei- 
ther with  their  eye-brows  or  their  hair,  except 
that  they  fmear  the  latter  with  oil  to  make  it 
Jhine ;  and  they  alfo  rub  themfelves  all  over  with 
oil,  which  gives  an  extraordinary  fmoothnefs  to 
the  fkin. 


There  is  one  complexion  fo  lingular  among  a 
fort  of  people  of  this  country,  whole  number 
perhaps  in  all  does  not  exceed  three  hundred, 
that  I  never  heard  of  any  like  them  in  any  part 
of  the  world.  The  account  will  feem  ftrange; 
but  thofc  who  have  travelled  over  the  Ifthmus 
tnuft  have  feen  them,  and  can  atteft  the  truth  of 
the  greater  part  of  what  I  am  going  to  relate  ; 
though  few  have  had  the  opportunity  of  fo  par- 
ticular an  information  about  thefe  people  as  I 
have  had. 

They  are  white,  but  their  whitenefs  is  like  that 
of  a  horfe,  quite  different  from  the  fair  or  pale 
European,  as  they  have  not  the  leaft  tincture  of 
a  bluih  or  fanguine  complexion.  What  adds  to 
the  whitenefs  of  their  fkin,  is  a  fhort  milk-white- 
down  which  covers  their  whole  bodies,  but  is 
not  lb  thick  on  their  foreheads  and  cheeks  as  to 
conceal  their  fkin  ;  and  I  am  of  opinion  that  thev 
would  have  white  briftles  for  beards,  if,  like  the 
other  inhabitants  of  the  Ifthmus,  they  did  not 
keep  the  chin  continually  pulled  :  however  the) 
never  take  any  pains  to  iuppreis  the  down  on 
their  bodies.  Their  eye-brows  are  milk-white, 
as  is  like  wife  the  hair  of  their  heads,  which  is 
very  fine,  inclining  to  a  curl,  and  growing  only 
to  the  length  of  fix  or  eight  inches  :  theiF  eye- 
lids are  oblong,  and  form  an  arch  or  crefeent 
with  the  points  downward. 

They  very  feldom  go  abroad  in  the  day-time, 
the  fun  being  difagreeable  to  them,  and  caufing 
their  eyes,  which  are  weak  an  j  poring,  to  water, 
efpecially  if  it  fhines  towards  them  •,  yet  they  fee 
very  well  by  moon-light,  from  which  we  called 
them  moon-eyed  ;  and  though  they  are  heavy, 
dull,  and  inactive  in  the  day-time,  yet  in  the 
moon-fhiny  nights  they  are  all  life  and  activity, 
running  abroad  in  the  woods,  and  ikipping  about 
like  wild  bucks.  They  run  as  faft  by  moon 
light,  even  in  the  gloom  of  the  woods,  as  the 
other  Indians  do  by  day  ;  being  as,  nimble  as 
they,  though  not  fo  ftrong  and  lufty. 

The  copper-coloured  Indians  feem  not  to  re- 
flect thefe  £0  much  as  thole  of  their  own  com- 
plexion, looking  on  them  as  fomewhat  mon- 
ftrous.  They  are  not  a  diflinct  race  by  them- 
felves, but  the  cafual  offspring  of  copper-colour- 
ed parents  ;  and  I  have  feen  a  child  of  lefs  than 
a  year  old  of  this  fort. 

It  cannot  be  fuppofed  that  they  are  begot  be- 
tween 
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tween  European  men  and  Indian  women ; 
lor  very  few  Europeans  come  here,  and  thole 
who  do  have  little  commerce  with  the  Indian 
women-,  befides,  thefe  white  people  are  as  dif- 
ferent from  the  Europeans  in  fome  refpects,  as 
from  the  copper-coloured  Indians  in  others  : 
and  the  child  of  an  European  and  Indian  is  al- 
ways of  a  tawny  colour.  The  child  of  a  man 
and  woman  of  thefe  white  Indians  is  not  white, 
but  copper-coloured  as  its  grand-parents  were. 

1  own  mylelf  unable  to  account  for  the  gene- 
ration 'of  their  colour ;  but  Lacenta  told  me 
he  fuppofed  it  to  be  taxifed  by  the  force  of  the 
mother's  imagination,  looking  on  the  moon  at 
the  time  of  conception  •,  and  he  like  wife  told 
me  that  they  were  Very  fhort  lived. 

Thefe  white  people  paint  their  bodies  like  the 
other  Indians,  and  even  thole  of  the  children, 
with  the  figures  of  trees',  birds',  beafts,  &c.  and 
their  faces  in  particular  have  an  odd  appearance 
thus  ornamented.  The  women  are  the  painters, 
*nd  take  great  delight  irt  the  work ;  the  colours 
which  they  chiefly  efteerm.  are  red,  blue  and  yel- 
low, which  they  mix  with  oil,  and  keep  for  ufe 
in  calabafhes  :  they  generally  lay  the  colours  on 
the  furf.ice  of  the  ikin,  with  wooden  pencils 
chewed  at  the  erid  to  the  foftnefs  of  brufhes, 
and  they  will  laft  fome  weeks. 

They  have  alio  a  method  of  drawing  upon  the 
fkin  the  rough  draft  of  what  they  intend  to  paint, 
arid  then  pricking  the  draft  all  over  with  a  fharp 
thorn,  till  the  blood  gufhes  out ;  when  with 
their  hands  they  rub  in  the  intended  colour  •, 
and  the  pidure  lb  made  is  indelible  :  bik  fcarce 
one  in  forty  is  painted  in  this  manner.  When 
they  go  to  war  they  paint  their  faces  red,  and  all 
the  reft  of  the  body  with  black  and  yellow  fpots, 
or  fuch  other  colours  as  they  like  beft  ;  and 
thefe  they  wafh  off  in  the  river  every  night  be- 
fore they  fleep. 

In  common  they  wear  no  cloaths ;  but  if  they 
can  procure  gaudy-coloured  gowns  they  are  ex- 
tremely fond  of  them.  Some  of  the  women 
wear  a  piece  of  cotton  cloth  hanging  down  to 
their  ancles,  which  is  tied  about  the  middle  with 
a  kind  of  pack-thread  •,  and  the  men  conceal 
the  private  parts  with  a  plantain  leaf,  or  a  piece 
of  gold  or  filver,  if  they  are  worth  it,  which  is 
formed  like  the  extinguifher  of  a  candle,  and 
which  they  fatten  round  their  waifts  with  a 
ftring. 

They  are  in  general  a  cleanly  modeft  people ; 
and  fome  of  them  have  long  fringed  garments 
reaching  down  to  their  heels,  which  they  wear 
upon  folemn  occafions  •,  fuch  as  attending  on 
their  chief,  going  to  a  wedding,  or  any  high 
feftival  :  I  once  faw  between  two  and  three 
thoufand  of  them  in  waiting  about  the  perfon  of 
Lacenta,  fome  walking  before  him  dreffed  in 
black,  and  fome  following  him  in  white  ;  each 
having  a  lance  painted  of  the  fame  colour  as  his 
robes. 

They  go  naked  to  the  place  of  rendezvous, 
and  are  followed  by  women  who  carry  their  or- 
naments thither  in  a  bafket,  and  drefs  upon  the 
fpot.  They  feem  to  be  fond  of  cloathing,  and  I 
remember  one  who  aflumed  an  air  of  great 
grandeur  upon  putting  on  an  old  fhirt  that  had 
been  given  him  by  one  of  the  fhip's  company. 


The  men  wear  upon  the  nofc  a  crefcent  of 
gold,  filver,  or  other  metal,  which  reaches 
over  the  lips,  the  extremities  being  fatten- 
ed to  the  noftrils  •,  and  the  women  inftead  of 
plates  wear  rings,  run  quite  through  the  noftril, 
which  is  thereby  often  drawn  down  to  the  lip, 
efpecially  in  elderly  women  :  they  generally  re- 
move thefe  ornaments  while  they  eat,  and  then 
fcour  them  bright  and  reftore  them  to  their  place; 
though  they  fometimes  only  raife  them  up  with 
the  left  hand,  while  with  the  right  they  convey 
the  meat  or  drink  to  the  mouth  •,  and  though 
thefe  rings  and  plates  hang  bobbing  on  their 
lips,  they  are  but  little  hindrance  to  their  fpeak- 
ing.  ,       . 

During  the  whole  time  that  I  refided  there,  I 
do  not  remember  to  have  feen  a  left-handed  per- 
fon. The  principal  people  wear  large  gold  pen- 
dants, in  the  fhape  of  hearts,  in  their  ears,  in 
which  great  holes  are  often  worn  by  the  weight 
ofthem. 

I  once  faw  Lacenta  fit  in  council,  with  a  gold- 
en diadem  lined  with  net-work  on  his  head,  the 
breadth  of  which  as  near  as  I  could  judge,  was 
nine  inches,  and  the  top  of  it  was  indented  like 
the  teeth  of  a  faw.  Molt  of  his  counfellors  had 
bands  round  the  forehead,  made  of  canes  painted 
of  various  colours,  and  fhaped  like  his  diadem; 
the  tops  ofthem  being  fet  round  with  very  beau- 
tiful feathers  :  but  none  of  the  head-pieces  had 
any  gold  about  them  except  Lacenta's ;  nor  had 
he  any  feather  in  his. 

Befides  thefe  ornaments,  they  wear  firings  or 
chains  of  teeth;  fhells  or  beads,  hanging  from 
the  neck  down  upon  the  breaft,  and  to  the  pit 
of  the  ftomach.  Thefe  firings  are  fo  contrived 
that  the  teeth '  of  the  uppermoft  fall  into  the 
notches  of  thofe  directly  underneath,  fo  that  they 
look  like  one  continued  mats  of  bone.  Thefe 
teeth  are  laid  to  be  thofe  of  tygers,  and  though 
I  never  faw  any  myfelf,  feveral  of  my  fhip-mates 
have,  fo  that  1  have  no  reafon  to  doubt  their 
exiftence  either  here,  or  in  the  bay  of  Cam- 
peachy,  where  they  are  laid  to  be  fmall,  but  very 
tierce. 

They  interfperfe  among  thefe  teeth,  bugles, 
or  fuch  other  gewgaws  as  they  can  procure,  and 
very  often  thefe  ornaments  will  weigh  fixty 
pounds  on  the  men,  and  thirty  on  the  women  ; 
and  fhe  is  efteemed  a  poor  woman  who  has  lefs 
than  twenty  pounds  of  them.  However  they 
never  wear  them  but  on  occafions  of  ftate  and 
folemnity,  when  they  will  dance  under  thefe 
burdens  till  they  are  no  longer  able  to  ftand. 

Their  houfes  are  built  of  wood  and  mud,  the 
foundation  not  finking  more  than  two  or  three 
feet  into  the  ground  •,  the  roofs  are  Hoping,  and 
covered  with  large  palm-leaves,  and  thofe  of  o- 
ther  trees.  They  are  generally  built  in  a  fcat- 
tering  manner,  near  the  fide  of  a  river,  without 
being  difpofed  into  ftreets  or  rows,  but  within 
call  of  each  other.  They  have  no  chimnies, 
but  a  hole  is  made  in  the  roof  of  the  houfe,  and 
the  fire  being  made  in  the  middle  of  k,  the 
fmoke  partes  that  way. 

Several  houfes  in  a  village  or  neighbourhood, 

have  one  war-houfe  or  fort  in  common  to  them, 

which  is  generally  one  hundred  and  twenty  or 

I  one   hundred    and  thirty  feet  long,  twenty-five 

feet 
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feet  broad,  about  twenty  feet  high,  and  cover- 
ed with  leaves  as  their  other  houfes.  The  fides 
and  ends  of  thefe  forts  are  full  of  holes,  made 
here  and  there  without  regular  order,  thro'  which 
they  view  an  approaching  enemy,  and  difcharge 
tl  <      arrows. 

Thefe  houfes  are  always  built  on  the  edge  of 
a  gentle  hill,  ind  the  woods  and  Ihrubs  are 
cleared  away  round  them,  for  the  fpace  of  a 
bow  flioti  There  is  a  door-way  at  each  end,  and 
to  barricade  it,  a  fort  of  door,  made  of  maccaw 
Avnod  and  bamboes,  both  fplit  and  bound  to- 
oc;herwuh  fwkches,  and  about  afoot  thick  : 
th:s  they  have  ready  to  fet  up  when  an  enemy 
approaches,  v.nd  two  or  three  polls  fixed  in  the 
ground  to  Support  it. 

The  Sf>;  mards,  however,  eafily  drive  them 
from  ihele  forts,  by  fhooting  red  hot  arrows  in- 
to the  thatch,  by  which  they  are  prefently  fet  on 
fiie.  There  is  ufually  a  family  of  Indians  living 
in  the  war-houfe,  as  a  guard  to  it,  and  to  keep 
it  clean.  In  thefe  houies  alio  they  hold  their 
councils,  or  other  general  meetings. 

In  their  private  dwelling  houfes,  there  is  no 
divifion  of  rooms,  and  every  member  of  the 
family  has  his  hammock  tied  up  and  hanging 
from  end  to  end.  Their  feats  are  blocks  of  wood, 
and  they  have  neither  doors,  fhelves  nor  ta- 
bles. 

Round  every  houfe  they  plant  maiz,  by  mak- 
ing a  hole  in  the  ground  with  their  fingers, 
throwing  in  two  or  three  grains,  and  then  co- 
vering it  with  earth.  They  fow  the  feed  in  A- 
pril,  and  reap  the  corn  in  September  and  Octo- 
ber. They  pluck  off  the  ears  of  the  maiz  with 
their  hands,  and  lay  it, up  in  the  hufks  ;  and  in- 
ftead  of  threfhing  it,  rub  it  out  with  their  hands 
as  they  want  it.  They  make  no  bread  of  the 
flower,  but  having  parched  the  corn,  grind  it 
between  two  ftones,  and  then  mix  it  with  wa- 
ter in  a  calabafh,  and  this  provifion  we  were  fre- 
quently obliged  to  fubfift  on  in  our  travels,  as 
in  feveral  places  we  could  get  no  better. 

For  the  celebration  of  a  wedding,  or  other 
great  feftival,  they  fteep  twenty  or  thirty  bufhels 
of  maiz  in  a  veffel  of  water,  which  in  a  little 
time  begins  to  grow  four  ;  then  feveral  old  wo- 
men  being  provided  with  calabafhes  for  that 
purpofe,  chew  grains  of  maiz  in  their  mouths, 
which  they  fpit  into  thefe  calabafhes,  and  empty 
them  fpittle  and  all,  into  the  four  water,  having 
previously  drawn  it  off  the  maiz  that  was  firft. 
iteeped  in  it,  whereby  it  is  fet  working  ;  when 
the  working  abates,  they  pour  it  off  the  fedi- 
ment,  and  let  it  by  for  ufe. 

This  liquor,  which  has  the  tafte  of  four  fmall 
beer,  is  very  windy  and  intoxicating  ;  and  they 
drink  large  quantities  of  it  on  public  occafions, 
but  are  very  careful  not  to  watte  it ;  for  their 
common  drink  is  water,  ormillaw,  which  is  ex- 
tracted from  the  ripe  plantain,  either  when  it 
is  frefh,  or  when  dry  :  if  they  ufe  it  freih,  they 
roaft  it  with  the  fkin  on,  then  malh  it  till  it  is 
diffolved,  and  mixing  it  with  water,  drink  it  as 
they  want  it :  if  they  ufe  it  dry,  they  make  a 
cake  of  the  pulp  of  the  ripe  plantain,  which 
they  dry  over  a  flow  fire-}  for  if  the  whole  fruit 
was  lain  by,  it  would  loon  rot ;  and   as    they 


ftand  in  need  of  it,  they  break  off  a  bit  and  mafh 
it  with  water,  carrying  fome  plantain  thus  dried 
whenever  they  go  a  journey.  They  alfo  eat  the 
plantain  boiled  with  their  meat,  likewife  yams, 
potatoes,  and  the  caffava  root  roafted  •,  for  their 
plantations  produce  all  thefe,  as  well  as  pine- 
apples, of  which  they  are  very  fond  •,  but  except 
pepper,  I  do  not  remember  to  have  feen  any  thing 
like  fallading  or  herbs; 

The  men  clear  the  plantations,  and  bring  them 
into  order,  but  the  women  have  all  the  trouble 
of  them  afterwards.  The  digging,  houghing, 
planting  the,  maiz,  fetting  yams,  and  every 
thing  of  hulbandry  is  left  to  them,  except  cut- 
ting down  trees,  or  fuch  work  as  requires  extra- 
ordinary ftrength. 

The  women  have  alfo  the  managing  of  affairs 
v  i:hm  doors;  for  in  general  they  are  the  drudges 
of  the  family  •,  and  abroad  they  attend  their 
hufbands  to  do  all  the  fervile  work.  Nay,  they 
are  little  better  than  their  pack-horfes,  carrying 
all  the  luggage  of  their  houfhold  utenfils,  vic- 
tuals, &c.  and  when  they  come  to  the  place 
where  they  are  to  lodge,  the  wife  drefies  the  luj- 
per,  while  the  hufband  hangs  up  the  hammocks, 
for  they  lie  in  leparate  hammocks. 

But  notwithstanding  the  women  are  fuch  per- 
fect drudges,  yet  they  go  about  every  thing 
with  fuch  readinefs,  that  their  labour  appears  to 
be  the  effect  of  choice,  not  of  compulfion  :  and 
to  do  themjuftice,  they  are  generous,  good  na- 
tured  and  tender-hearted,  being  extremely  ready 
to  accommodate  flrangers  with  every  thing  in 
their  power.  They  obferve  their  hufbands  with 
a  profound  refpect  and  duty  on  all  occafions  ; 
and,  on  the  other  hand,  their  hufbands  are  very 
kind  and  loving  to  them.  I  never  knew  one  of 
thefe  men,  whether  drunk  or  fober,  beat  his 
wife,  or  give  her  any  abulive  language. 

When  a  woman  is  delivered  of  a  child,  ano- 
ther woman  takes  it  in  her  arms,  and  within  half 
an  hour  of  the  birth,  takes  the  lying-in  woman 
on  her  back,  and  wafhes  both  her  and  the  child 
in  the  river.  The  child,  for  the  firft  month,  is 
tied  ftrait  upon  a  board  of  maccaw  wood,  which 
is  taken  off  when  the  child  is  to  be  cleaned,  and 
when  the  mother  gives  it  fuck,  lhe  takes  it  up 
board  and  all  :  when  it  has  done  fucking,  flie 
lays  it  in  a  little  hammock,  the  upper  part  ot 
which  is  kept  open  with  fhort  flicks,  to  give.it 
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As  they  grow  up,  the  boys  are  bred  to  their 
fathers  exercifes,  especially  fhooting  with  the  bow 
and  arrow,  and  throwing  the  lance,  and  they  are 
fo  expert  in  their  exercifes,  that  I  have  feen  a 
boy  of  eight  years  old,  fplit  a  cane  with  his  ar- 
row, at  the  diftance  of  twenty  paces,  and  never 
once  mils. 

The  boys,  when  grown  fomewhat  big,  always 
go  abroad  with  the  father  and  mother,  and  carry 
a  calabafh  with  fome  provifion  ;  but  the  girls 
and  young  children  remain  at  home  with  the 
old  women. 

Both  fathers  and  mothers  feem  very  fond  of 
their  children,  and  I  have  fcarce  ever  feen  them 
ufe  any  Severity  towards  them  :  the  children  are 
fuffered  to  divert  themfelves  in  what  manner 
they  pleafe,  which  is  generally  either  in  fwim- 

ming 
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ming  or  catching  of  fifh.     Both  boys  and  girls 
go  quite  naked  till  the  age  of  puberty. 

The  girls  twift  cotton  yarn  for  fringes,  and 
prepare  canes,  reeds,  or  palmeto-leaves  for  balket- 
making  :  but  the  making  up  the  bafkets  is  the 
mens  work,  who  firft  dye  the  materials  of  feve- 
ral  lively  colours,  and  then  mix  and  weave  them 
very  prettily.  They  alfo  weave  little  baskets 
very  neat,  with  the  twigs  wrought  fo  fine  and 
dole  as  to  hold  any  liquor  ;  and  they  as  fre- 
quently drink  out  of  thele  cups  as  out  of  their 
calabalhes.  They  make  baskets  of  feveral  fi- 
zes,  with  great  variety  of  work,  and  fo  firm  that 
they  may  be  crufhed  or  thrown  about  in  any 
manner,    without    doing   them    the     lead    da- 
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Among  thefe  people,  adultery  is  punifhed 
with  the  death  of  both  parties  ;  yet  if  the  woman 
contents  the  facf  to  her  hufband,  and  lwears  fhe 
was  forced,  the  finds  favour  ;  but  if  the  con- 
ceals it,  and  it  be  proved  againft  her,  the  is 
burnt.  Their  laws  in  other  refpedts  are  alio  fe- 
vere,  for  a  thief  dies  without  mercy. 

If  a  man  debauches  a  virgin,  they  thruft  a  briar 
up  the  paffage  of  his  penis,  and  then  turn  it 
round  ten  or  a  dozen  times  ;  which,  befides  the 
great  pain  that  it  occafions,  commonly  morti- 
fies the  part,  and  ends  in  the  death  of  the  perfon-, 
but  he  has  liberty  to  cure  himfelf  if  he  can.  All 
thefe  facts  muft  be  proved  by  the  witnefs  (wear- 
ing by  his  own  tooth. 

When  they  marry,  the  father  of  the  bride,  or 
the  next  male  relation,  keeps  her  privately  in  the 
tame  apartment  with  himfelf  for  the  firft  feven 
nights,  and  fhe  is  then  delivered  to  her  hufband  : 
whether  this  be  done  to  exprefs  an  unwilling- 
nefs  to  part  with  her,  or  for  what  other  reafon,  I 
know  not. 

When  a  man  is  about  to  difpofe  of  his  daugh- 
ter in  marriage,  he  invites  all  the  Indians  within 
twenty  miles  round,  to  a  great  feaft  which  he 
provides  for  them.  The  men  who  come  to  the 
wedding  bring  their  axes  to  work  with  •,  the  wo- 
men bring  each  of  them  about  half  a  bufhel 
of  maiz  ;  the  boys  bring  fruit  and  roots, 
and  the  girls  fowls  and  eggs  -,  for  no  one 
comes  empty  handed  :  they  lay  their  prelents  at 
the  door  of  the  houfe,  and  retire  to  a  diftance 
till  all  the  guefts  have  brought  their  prefents, 
which  are  taken  in  and  difpofed  of  by  the  people 
of  the  houfe. 

Then  the  men  vifitors  return  firft,  and  each  is 
prefented  with  a  calabafh  of  ftrong  liquor,  after 
which  he  is  conducted  to  an  open  place  behind 
the  houfe  :  the  women  come  next,  who  likewife 
receive  a  calabafh  of  liquor,  and  follow  the  men  : 
then  come  the  boys,  and  laft  of  all  the  girls, 
who  all  drink  at  the  door,  and  go  after  the  reft. 

This  ceremony  being  ended,  the  fathers  of 
the  young  couple  appear  to  the  company  :  the 
father  of  the  bridegroom  leads  his  fon,  and  the 
father  of  the  bride  his  daughter.  The  former 
makes  a  fpeech  to  the  company,  and  then  dances 
about  with  many  antic  geftures  till  he  is  tired  •, 
after  which  he  kneels  down,  and  gives  his  fon 
to  the  bride,  whofe  father  kneels  and  holds  her, 
having  firft  likewife  tired  himfelf  with  dancing. 
Then  the  young  couple  take  each  other  by  the 
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hand,  and  the  bridegroom  returns  the  bride  to 
her  father  •,.  and  thus  ends  the  ceremony. 

The  men  then  take  up  their  axes,  and  run 
hollowing-  and  fhoutinw  to  a  traft  of  woodland, 
which  is  previoufly  deftined  for  a  plantation  for 
the  young  couple.  There  they  begin  to  work, 
cutting  down  the  frees,  and  clearing  the  ground 
as  faft  as  pofiible,  continuing  at  this  work  about 
feven  days  -,  and  all  the  ground  which  they 
clear,  the  women  and  children  plant  with  maiz, 
or  whatever  elfe  is  in  feafon. 

They  alfo  build  a  houfe  for  the  new-married 
couple,  which  they  enter  on  the  eighth  dayr 
and  then  the  company  give  themfelves  up  to 
feafting,  eating  heartily  and  drinking  hard  : 
but  as  they  are  very  apt  to  grow  riotous  and 
quarrelfome  in  their  liquor,  the  bridegroom 
hides  all  their  arms  ;  and  thus  they  continue 
drinking,  chattering  and  laughing,  till  the  li- 
quor, which  ufually  lafts  three  or  four  days,  is 
all  exhaufted  ;  after  which  they  remain  awhile 
till  they  are  fober,  and  then  return  to  their  own 
habitations. 

They  have  feafts  likewife  on  other  occafions. 
The  men  conftantly  drink  to  one  another  at 
meals,  making  a  compliment,  and  holding  out 
the  cup  to  the  perfon  to  whom  they  drink  :  the 
women,  to  whom  they  never  drink,  ftand  by 
and  attend  while  they  are  eating  -,  take  the  cup 
of  any  one  who  has  drank,  throw  out  the  re- 
mainder of  the  liquor,  rinfe  it,  and  give  it  full 
to  another.  The  women,  in  their  own  houfes, 
as  well  as  at  public  feafts,  wait  on  their  hutbarids 
till  they  have  done,  and  then  go  and  eat  by 
themfelves. 

When  the  men  are  at  home  they  do  but  little 
bufinefs,  but  by  way  of  amuferrient,  they  make 
cups  and  bafkets,  arrows,  arrow-heads,  lances 
and  nets  ;  or  employ  themfelves  in  notching  a 
hollow-cane,  in  which,  by  blowing  ftrongly, 
they  produce  a  kind  of  whining,  unmufical 
noife  :  they  are  fond  of  drumming  upon  any 
thing  that  falls  in  their  way  -,  and  it  is  very  com- 
mon for  every  individual  of  a  diftindl  company 
to  be  humming  by  himfelf. 

They  hum  alfo  when  they  dance,  which  they 
frequently  do  thirty  or  forty  in  a  ring,  fhaking 
all  the  joints  of  their  body  in  a  very  antic  man- 
ner, while  two  or  three,  feperated  from  the  ring, 
jump  about  ami  play  tricks  like  our  tumblers  ; 
throwing  and  catching  their  lances,  bending 
backward  to  the  ground, and  fpringing  up  again, 
with  many  other  motions,  but  with  more  activi- 
ty than  art  ;  and  when  fome  are  tired  with  their 
tricks,  others  ftep  out  and  perform. 

As  foon  as  thefe  gambols  are  over,  they  jump 
into  the  river,  though  in  the  molt  violent  fweat  -t 
and  having  wafhed  themfelves  clean,  come  out, 
and  ftroke  the  wet  from  their  heads  and  bodies, 
with  their  hands.  A  dancing-bout  fometimes 
continues  the  whole  day,  and  feldom  lefs  than 
five  or  fix  hours  •,  but  they  never  dance  after 
they  have  drank  very  hard.  The  women  have 
dancings  and  merriments  by  themfelves,  when 
their  hufbands  paftimes  are  over  ;  for  they  never 
divert  themfelves  with  the  men  ;  but  they  will 
drink  by  themfelves  till  they  are  fuddled. 
The  men  are  taken  great  care  of  when  they 
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get  quite  drunk  ;  for  two  or  three  of  the  women 
affift  the  wife  in  laying  her  hufband  in  his  ham- 
mock, where  they  waih  his  hands,  feet,  and 
face,  very  gently,  to  cool  him,  and  fprinkle  his 
bcdy  ;  ftroking  off  the  water  as  it  begins  to 
grow  warm,  and  throwing  on  frefh.  I  have 
ieen  ten  or  twelve  of  them  lying  thus  in  their 
hammocks  after  a  feaft,  and  the  women  Handing 
by  to  look  after  them.  • 

The  men  never  go  without  their  doors,  tho' 
but  for  a  minute,  without  being  armed  with  a 
bow,  arrow,  lance,  hatchet,  or  long  knife.  In 
times  of  peace,  they  are  continually  hunting,  a 
family  or  two  together  •,  but  they  have  often 
larger  hunts,  in  which  many  families  join  :  and 
there  is  feldom  a  council  held,  or  a  feaft,  but 
there  is  a  hunting  match  concluded  on  before 
they  part,  and  a  time  appointed  for  every  one 
to  appear,  with  their  feveral  neceffaries,  at  an 
appointed  place. 

A  hunting  expedition  will  fornetimes  laft  fe- 
venteen  or  eighteen  days,  according  as  they  meet 
with  game ;  and  fornetimes  they  will  proceed  to 
the  borders  of  their  own  country,  and  traffic 
with  the  neighbouring  Indians,  hunting  all  the 
way  as  they  go  and  return,  for  they  never  regard 
whether  the  venifon  be  in  fealbn  or  not. 

They  take  with  them  one  or  two  dogs  apiece, 
and  the  women  attend  to  carry  burdens,  and  do 
any  little  neceffary  office,  having  with  them 
bafkets  of  parched  maiz,  bananas,  yams,  pota- 
toes, plantain,  and  caifava  roots,  ready  roafted, 
left  they  mould  not  meet  with  fuffkient  food  by 
the  way  ;  though  of  this  there  is  but  little  dan- 
ger. 

They  all  travel  barefooted,  regardlefs  of  the 
fcratches  they  meet  with  :  they  never  begin 
hunting  till  the  fun  riles,  and  always  pitch  their 
tents  at  fun- let,  chufing  an  elevated  ground,  and, 
if  poflible,  on  the  bank  of  a  ftream.  They 
make  a  good  fire,  near  which  they  hang  their 
hammocks  among  the  boughs,  and  defend 
themfelves  againft  the  feverity  of  the  weather 
by  a  covering  of  plantain  leaves. 

They  cut  their  meat  into  fmall  bits,  and  throw 
it  into  a  pipkin,  with  bananas,  plantains,  and 
a  great  deal  of  pepper,  keeping  it  over  a  gentle 
fire  for  feven  or  eight  hours,  till  it  is  boiled  to  a 
mafh  :  of  this  they  make  only  one  meal  a  day, 
feeding  on  plantains  or  bananas  at  other  times  : 
they  pour  their  mafh  into  a  large  earthen  difli  or 
calabafh,  and  having  fpread  a  plantain  leaf  on  a 
large  block  by  way  of  table  cloth,  they  fit  round 
it  on  little  blocks  of  wood  :  they  ufe  no  fpoons, 
neither  do  they  make  ufe  of  their  left  hand  in 
eating,  but  dipping  the  right  hand  into  the  difli, 
take  up  as  much  as  they  can,  and  convey  it  to 
their  mouths,  wetting  the  hand,  between  every 
mouthful,  in  a  bowl  of  water  that  ftands  near 
them  •,  but  whether  this  is  done  thro'  cleanlinefs, 
or  to  cool  the  hand,  I  cannot  determine  ;  they 
take  now  and  then  two  or  three  grains  of  fait  by 
way  of  relifli,  and  eat  their  meat  very  hot  as  well 
as  ftrongly  peppered. 

When  they  travel  they  are  guided  by  the 
courfe  of  the  fun,  notching  the  trees  as  they  pafs, 
to  find  where  the  bark  is  thickeft,  that  being  al- 


ways to  the  fouthward.  Their  way  lies  general- 
ly through  woods,  which  they  clear  with  their 
axes  as  they  pafs. 

If  they  come  to  a  river,  men,  women,  and 
children  plunge  in  and  fwim  over  it  ;  but  when, 
there  is  a  necefiity  for  their  coafting  down  the 
ftream,  they  ufe  either  a  canoe,  or  a  bark  made 
of  light  wood. 

They  reckon  time  by  no  revolutions  of  the 
heavenly  bodies,  but  the  moon ;  and  I  remem- 
ber to  have  heard  Lacenta,  fpeaking  of  the 
havock  the  Spaniards  had  made  in  that  part  of 
the  world,  fay,  that  it  was  a  great  many  moons 
ago. 

Their  computation  is  by  units,  tens,  and 
fcores,  to  a  hundred  ;  beyond  which  I  have  not 
heard  them  reckon.  To  exprefs  a  number  above 
this,  they  take  a  lock  of  their  hair,  little  or 
great,  in  proportion  to  the  number  they  would 
intimate,  and  hold  it  up  in  their  hands,  forting 
it  gradually  with  the  fingers,  and  fhaking  it. 
To  exprefs  a  thing  innumerable,  they  take  up 
all  the  hair  on  one  fide  of  the  head  and  fhake 
it. 

When  we  went  acrofs  the  country  into  the 
South  Seas  with  captain  Sharp,  we  were  in  num- 
ber, as  I  remember,  about  three  hundred 
and  thirty-fix,  and  a  pretty  many  of  the  In- 
dians of  the  Ifthmus  bore  us  company  in  our 
march. 

They  were  defirous  of  taking  an  account  of 
our  number,  for  which  purpofe  one  of  the  In- 
dians fat  in  the  path,  where  he  could  view  ever/ 
man  as  he  pafied  by  •,  for  each  of  whom  he  put 
a  grain  of  maiz  into  a  basket,  from  a  heap  that 
lay  by  him  ;  but  being  put  out  by  one  of  our 
men,  who  overturned  his  basket,  another  of  the 
Indians  got  a  little  before,  and  fitting  clofe  in 
the  wood,  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  a  narrow 
path,  which  we  were  to  pafs  one  by  one,  he  there 
took  our  number  in  grains  of  maiz. 

But  when  he  had  taken  his  account,  they  were 
unable  to  caft  it  up  ;  for  two  or  three  days  af- 
terwards, in  theprogrefs  of  our  march,  coming 
among  the  fouthern  Indians,  we  faw  twenty  or 
thirty  of  the  graver  men  got  together,  and  try- 
ing to  compute  the  grains  in  the  basket  :  which 
when  they  had  laid  upon  a  plantain-leaf,  feve- 
ral of  them  endeavoured  to  tell  one  after  ano- 
ther •,  but  when  they  could  tell  no  farther  (the 
number  probably  exceeding  their  arithmetic) 
and  feemed  to  grow  very  hot  and  earneft  in  their 
debates  about  it,  one  of  them  ftarted  up,  and 
fhaking  a  lock  of  his  hair,  feemed  to  intimate 
that  the  number  was  great  and  unknown  ;  which 
put  an  end  to  the  difpute  :  but  one  of  them  came 
after  us,  and  enquired  our  number  in  broken 
Spanifh. 

They  have  no  notion  of  dividing  the  day  into 
hours,  &c.  but  if  they  have  a  mind  to  inform 
any  one  that  a  thing  happened  fo  many  nights 
fince,  they  exprefs  their  meaning  by  leaning  their 
heads  on  one  hand,  as  if  afleep ;  repeating 
the  aftion  as  often  as  they  would  enumerate 
nights. 

Having  thus  given  an  account  of  the  Indians 
of  the  Ifthmus,  according  to  the  moft  accurate 
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obfervations  I  was  able  to  make  ;  I  mail  now 
proceed  to  relate  my  voyage  in  the  Batchelor's 
delight,  captain  Davis  commander,  from  Rea- 


leja  on  the  coaft  of  Mexico,  to  the  fouthward,  as 
lbme  of  the  incidents  thereof  may  prove  both 
ufeful  and  entertaining. 


CHAP.       III. 

Mr.  Wafer  s  -voyages  concluded,  and  his  return  to  'England. 


WE  Left  Realeja,  with  three  other  veffels 
in  company,  on  the  twenty-feventh  of 
Auguft  1685  ;  but  we  had  not  been 
long  at  fea,  before  many  of  the  men  fell  fick  of 
the  ipotted  fever  ;  whereupon  we  put  into  the 
gulph  of  Amapalla,  and  fixing  on  a  fmall  ifland, 
built  tents  alhore  for  the  accommodation  of 
thoii*  who  were  disordered. 

In  a  little  while  after  we  had  been  here,  provi- 
fions  beginning  to  run  fhort,  we  went  over  to 
the  continent  to  iupply  ourfelves  with  beef :  in 
our  way  thither,  at  about  three  miles  from  our 
landing  place,  in  an  open  favannah,  we  were 
obliged  to  wade  through  a  hot  river  iffuing  from 
under  a  hill,  which  had  no  appearance  of  a  vol- 
cano :  it  was  clear  and  fhallow,  and  under  the 
hill  there  arofe  fteams,  like  thofe  from  a  boiling 
pot,  which  wetted  my  hair.  Several  of  our 
men,  who  were  afflicted  with  the  itch,  were  cur- 
ed by  this  accidental  bathing  ;  and  they  attri- 
buted their  recovery  to  the  fulphureous  parti- 
cles which  impregnated  the  water. 

There  were  great  numbers  of  wolves  in  this 
this  place,  and  they  were  fo  very  bold  as  to  be 
ready  to  tear  the  fleih  out  of  our  hands  :  we  kept 
them  off  in  the  belt  manner  we  were  able,  but 
we  did  not  dare  to  fire  at  them,  left  the  noile 
fhould  have  brought  down  others  to  their  aflift- 
ance,  which,  as  we  draggled  about  the  country, 
might  have  been  of  dangerous  confequence. 

When  our  men  were  tolerably  well  recovered, 
we  ftood  away  to  the  fouthward,  and  came  to  an 
anchor  oft"  the  ifiand  of  Cocos,  in  latitude  five 
degrees  fifteen  minutes. 

The  ifland  of  Cocos  is  fmall,  but  very  plea- 
fant,  abounding  with  very  fine  cocoa-nuts,  par- 
ticularly in  the  valley  where  we  landed,  the  foil 
of  which  is  rich  and  fertile,  and  in  which  there 
are  many  fprings  of  water. 

In  the  middle  of  the  ifland  there  rifes  a  moft 
delightful  hill,  near  the  top  of  which  is  a  large 
bafon,  which  nature  has  provided  as  a  refervoir 
for  a  number  of  fine  fprings  that  difcharge  them- 
lelves  into  it  •,  and  the  water  gently  fwelling  over 
the  verge  of  the  bafon,  trickles  down  in  a  num- 
ber of  little  meandring  ftreams,  forming  arches 
and  cataracts  as  it  flows  :  and  this  added  to  the 
flowery  verdure  of  the  ifland,  the  fragrant  fmell 
of  the  trees,  the  diftant  view  of  the  fea,  and  the 
fweetnefs  of  the  refrefhment,  feldom  to  be  found 
in  lb  hot  a  climate,  contribute  to  render  it  one  of 
the  moft  enchanting  places  in  the  world. 

Our  ftiip  rode  in  fafety  off"  the  ifland,  and  here 
we  took  in  a  good  fupply  of  water  and  cocoas, 
the  milk  of  which  is  very  fine  liquor.     Before 


we  left  this  delightful  fpot,  fome  of  our  men  re^ 
folved  to  drink  their  fill  of  cocoa-milk  ;  which 
they  accordingly  did  •,  and  though  in  confe^ 
quence  of  this  indulgence  none  of  them  were 
drunk,  yet  they  were  fo  chilled,  and  their  nerves 
were  relaxed  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  they  were 
unable  to  walk  or  even  to  ftand  :  fo  that  fuch  of 
the  failors  as  had  not  ftiared  in  the  debauch, 
were  obliged  to  carry  them  on  board,  and  it 
was  feveral  days  before  they  perfectly  reco- 
vered. 

Departing  from  hence,  we  ftill  kept  a  fouth- 
ward courle,  to  the  Gallapagos  iflands,  on  one 
of  which  only  there  is  a  watering  place.  Here 
we  found  a  very  large  land-tortoife  of  the  Heca- 
ree  fort  •,  it  ufed  to  drink  at  the  place  where  we 
took  in  water,  but  was  very  careful  not  to  wet 
itfelf. 

When  we  firft  came  here,  the  birds,  among 
which  were  many  fine  turtledoves,  were  fo  fami- 
liar that  they  perched  upon  our  heads  and  arms ; 
but  they  afterwards  grew  more  Ihy,  and  inftead 
of  catching  them  with  our  hands,  we  were  ob- 
liged to  fhoot  fuch  as  we  wanted  for  food  :  gua- 
nos are  likewife  plentiful  here  ;  and  we  found  a 
low  tree,  thicker  than  a  pear  tree,  from  which 
we  extracted  an  odoriferous  gum. 

We  fteered  from  thefe  iflands  toward  the  coaft 
of  Peru,  where  we  took  the  towns  of  Pifca  and 
Guacha,  but  this  fuccefs  was  attended  with  fome 
lofs  ;  we  had  likewife  feveral  fkirmifhes,  in  re- 
lating which  I  fhall  not  now  detain  the  reader  : 
captain  Knight  was  with  us,  and  we  were  left  at 
the  ifland  of  Cocos,  by  the  two  other  veflels 
which  had  kept  us  company  from  Amapalla. 
This  was  in  the  year  1686. 

While  we  were  cleaning  our  fhip  in  the  ifland 
of  Gorgona,  I  took  notice  of  a  fpecies  of  mon- 
keys that  were  very  fond  of  oyfters,  which  they 
took  from  the  banks  at  low  water,  and  laying 
one  on  a  flat  ftone,  beat  it  with  another,  till  the 
fhell  was  broke,  and  then  took  out  the  fifli  and 
ate  it. 

At  a  place  called  La  Nafca,  in  fifteen  degrees 
fouth  latitude,  we  tafted  a  wine  as  ftrong  as 
Madeira,  and  nearly  of  the  fame  flavour,  brought 
hither  down  the  country,  in  jars  of  eight  or  ten 
gallons  each,  and  fhipped  for  Panama,  Lima, 
and  other  ports  :  this  wine  ftands  expofed  to 
the  open  air,  the  owner  of  every  parcel  having 
his  mark  on  it,  and  it  will  keep  in  that  manner 
many  years.  We  fupplied  ourfelves  with  a  good 
ftock  of  it. 

In  twenty  nine  degrees  fouth  latitude  there  is 
a  large  town  called  Coquimbo,  which  has  nine 
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churches.  At  this  place  we  landed,  at  a  large 
bay,  into  which  a  fmall  river  difcharged  itfelf : 
the  banks  of  this  river  were  fpangled  with  gold, 
and  in  travelling  along  our  people  were,  in  a 
manner,  covered  with  the  duft  of  it :  but  it  was 
too  fine  and  too  much  intermixed  with  land  to 
be  gathered :  the  places  to  look  for  metal  of 
iufficient  weight  to  pay  for  fearching  after  it,  is 
among  the  hills,  near  the  heads  of  rivers,  for 
there  the  weightier  pieces  of  gold  ftick  faft,  while 
the  duft  is  warned  off  to  the  fea. 

Captain  Knight  left  us  at  the  ifland  of  Juan 
Fernande?,  and  failed  round  Terra  del  Fuego, 
to  the  Weft  Indies  ;  while  we  refolved  to  coaft 
back  toward  the  line,  having  with  us  a  bark 
which  we  took  off  Pifca. 

With  a  view  to  gain  a  wind,  and  have  as  much 
of  the  coaft  before  us  as  poffible,  we  flood  from 
Juan  Fernandez,  over  for  thirty-nine  degrees 
fouth  latitude  ;  and  being  in  want  of  provifions 
and  water,  about  the  middle  of  December  1686, 
we  came  to  an  anchor  near  the  ifland  of  Mocha, 
in  thirty-eight  degrees  twenty  leven  minutes  fouth 
latitude,  where  we  ftaid  five  or  fix  days,  and 
ftocked  ourlelves  with  all  neceflary  refrefh- 
ments. 

The  ifland  of  Mocha,  near  the  fea-eoaft,  is 
low  and  fandy,  but  toward  the  middle  the  foil  is 
fertile,  producing  maiz,  wheat  and  other  grain, 
and  great  variety  of  fruit.  Some  Spanifh  Indi- 
ans have  convenient  little  dwelling  houfes  here, 
and  have  plenty  of  fheep,  horfes,  and  poultry. 

The  fheep  of  this  ifland  is  a  moft  ftately  ani- 
mal, and  well  deferving  of  a  particular  defcrip- 
tion.  It  is  about  four  feet  and  a  half  high,  has 
a  fmall  neck,  refembling  that  of  a  camel,  and  its 
ears  are  like  thofe  of  an  afs  •,  his  cheft  is  like  a 
horfe's,  he  has  the  loins  of  a  well-fhaped  grey- 
hound, and  the  buttock  of  a  full  grown  deer  : 
his  feet  are  cloven  like  thofe  of  other  fheep,  but 
in  each  foot  he  has  a  fharp  claw  like  an  eagle's, 
two  inches  above  the  diviiion  of  the  hoof,  with 
which  he  climbs  rocks,  and  grafps  extremely 
faft-,  the  wool  on  the  back  is  rather  fhort,fhaggy 
and  curling,  but  on  the  belly  it  grows  to  the 
length  of  twelve  or  fourteen  inches. 

It  is  an  innocent  and  ferviceable  beaft,  of  great 
ufe  in  all  the  Spanifh  fettlements,  but  efpeci 
ally  in  the  gold  mines,  where  being  loaded,  and 
led  into  a  particular  path,  they  are  left,  and 
travel  in  fafety  with  their  valuable  burthens, 
through  roads  and  precipices,  which  are  almoft 
impaffable  for  any  living  creatures  but  them- 
felves  :  and  their  matters  in  the  mean  time  take 
a  large  fweep  round  the  country  to  meet 
them. 

It  is  likewife  afferted  that  the  inhabitants  of 
a  town  where  water  is  fcarce,  make  two  jars  faft 
upon  one  of  thefe  beafts,  and  turn  him  loofe 
without  a  driver,  on  which  he  goes  diredlly  to  a 
river  at  fome  miles  diftant,  to  which  he  has  been 
only  once  fhewn  the  way,  and  plunging  quite 
into  the  water,  fills  the  jars  and  returns  home. 

Thefe  animals  have  luch  an  averfion  to  work- 
ing after  day-light,  that  though  we  beat  them 
ever  lb  much,  we  could  never  prevail  upon  them 
to  do  it,  nor  did  we  find  that  our  blows  had  any 


other  effect,  than  to  make  them  groan  in  the  moy 
piteous  manner. 

Two  of  our  crew,  arid  thofe  far  from  the 
fmalleft  men,  ufed  frequently  to  bridle  one  of 
thefe  animals,  and  mounting  upon  it,  ride  round 
the  ifland,  and  drive  the  reft  to  the  fold,  going 
a  hand  gallop  all  the  way,  nor  did  the  beaft 
chufe  to  go  at  a  flower  rate.  In  many  places 
we  found  twilled  horns,  which  we  imagined  had 
been  fhed  by  them,  though  we  never  faw  any  of 
them  that  had  horns.  They  have  heads  like  an 
antelope,  and  a  mouth  like  a  hare  ;  and  when  it 
bites  the  gfafs,  the  hair  lip  opens  above  as  well 
as  the  main  lip. 

From  the  ifland  of  Mocha  we  flood  over  to 
and  failed  along  the  coaft  of  Chili,  till  we  came 
into  twenty-fix  degrees  fouth  latitude  :  at  this 
time  our  water  growing  fcarce,  v/e  went  afliore 
in  our  canoes  to  find  out  the  river  Cbpayapo  ; 
and  having  climbed  a  high  hill  in  hopes  to  be 
able  to  difcover  it,  we  faw  nothing  but  hill ~.  ri- 
fing  above  hills  :  and  now  being  quite  faint  for 
want  of  water,  I  fwooned  away,  and  had  no- 
thing to  drink  but  my  own  urine. 

In  our  paflage  over  the  craggy  rocks  and  bar- 
ren mountains,  though  we  faw  not  the  leaft  ap- 
pearance of  water,  we  difcovered  plenty  of  fifh 
fhells,  either  ftrowed  on  the  ground,  ©r  incor- 
porated with  the  mould  ;  a  circumftance  which 
I  confefs  myfelf  altogether  unable  to  account 
for. 

We  found  it  was  in  vain  to  look  for  the  river 
Copayapo  :  the  Spaniards  indeed  informed  us, 
that  at  a  particular  time  of  the  year  this  river 
overflowed  its  banks,  being  increaled  by  melted 
fnows  which  poured  down  from  the  neighbour- 
ing mountains ,  this,  however,  might  as  well 
happen  from  the  rains  falling  on  the  mountains 
far  within  land  :  for  though  it  never  rains  on  the 
coaft  of  Chili  or  Peru,  yet  from  the  clouds  that 
we  have  frequently  obferved  hovering  over  the 
inland  hills,  there  is  realbn  to  believe  that  it  does 
rain  there  fometimes.  I  remember  that  at  one 
time  we  could  not  fee  the  top  of  Arica  for  tlve 
cloud  that  hung  round  it,  though  in  general  it 
was  vifible.  Near  the  fea  coaft  they  have  heavv 
dews,  which  fupply  the  place  of  rain,  and  have 
a  prodigious  effeft  on  the  foil. 

The  whole  coaft  of  Chili  and  Peru  is  barren  and 
defolate  ;  nothing  being  to  be  feen  but  rocks 
and  defert  land,  without  the  leaft  verdure,  and 
void  of  bird,  beaft,  or  human  creature,  except 
here  and  there  an  indifferent  port,  where  per- 
haps there  is  two  or  three  houfes. 

Not  being  able  to  get  water  at  Copayapo,  we 
fleered  to  Arica,  a  pretty  town  in  Peru,  well 
fituated  on  the  bending  of  the  coaft,  in  about 
eighteen  degrees  fouth  latitude.  The  harbour 
of  this  place  is  tolerably  good,  and  here  the  fil- 
ver  from  the  mines  of  Potofi  is  fliipped  for  Pa- 
nama :  there  is  no  landing  except  jufl  at  Arica, 
the  fea  runs  lb  high  and  daihes  lb  violently  on 
all  other  parts  of  the  coaft. 

Arica  ftands  upon  a  fmall  river,  the  water  of 
of  which  was  fo  brackifh,  from  the  lea-water 
dafhing  into  it,  that  we  could  make  no  ufe  of  it. 
I  here  faw  a  whole  houfe  filled  with  Jefuit's  bark; 
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rind  we  procured  at  this  place,  iugar,  wine  and 
a  tew  hogs.  A  little  farther  to  the  leeward  we 
watered  at  the  river  Ylo,  which  at  lbme  times  I 
remember  to  have  been  a  good  ftream,  and  at 
others  almoft  dry.  It  flows  through  one  of  the 
molt  plealant  vallies  on  the  coaft  of  Peru,  and 
the  inhabitants  introduce  it,  by  little  ftreams, 
through  all  their  grounds. 

The  land  on  its  banks  produces  China 
oranges,  fugar,  figs,  olives,  and  various  other 
fruits  ;  together  with  a  variety  of  vegetables. 
This  valley,  like  all  thofe  of  Peru  and  Chili, 
appears  the  more  delightful,  from  the  craggy, 
barren  mountains,  that  hang  over  them,  which 
are  commonly  a  black  or  iron  rock. 

We  were  frequently  diftrefled  for  food  as  well 
as  water  while  on  this  coaft  ;  and  I  remember  at 
one  time,  fome  of  us  were  fo  hungry  as  to  feed 
x>n  raw  crabs,  and  even  fea-weeds.  At  another 
time,  feeing  a  lean  horfe  that  was  grazing  near 
at  hand,  we  made  a  fire  of  lea-weeds  to  roaft  the 
fleih  :  but  we  were  fo  impatient  for  food  that 
we  eargerly  devoured  it  before  it  was  well  warm, 
and  carefully  carried  the  guts  on  board  for  a  fu- 
ture banquet. 

I  once  made  one  of  a  party  of  about  thirty, 
who  landed  at  Varmejo,  in  ten  degrees  fouth  la- 
titude, in  fearch  of  water  and  other  refrefhments. 
When  we  had  marched  about  four  miles  upon  a 
light  fandy  foil,  we  found  dead  bodies  of  men, 
women,  and  children,  laying,  for  near  half  a 
mile  together,  fo  thick  upon  the  ground,  that 
we  could  hardly  pafs  without  treacling  upon 
them  :  they  looked  as  if  they  had  not  been  dead 
more  than  a  week,  but  when  we  came  to  touch 
them,  we  found  them  light  as  lpunge,  and  quite 
dry. 

Seeing  a  Spaniih  Indian  who  was  ranging 
along  the  fea  fide,  in  fearch  of  weeds  to  drefs  the 
fifh  of  a  company  to  which  he  belonged,  we  en- 
quired of  him  the  caufe  of  this  phenomenon  ; 
and  he  informed  us  that  this  was  formerly  a  very 
fruitful  foil  ;  that  near  the  fpot  where  the  bodies 
were,  flood  the  city  of  Wormia,  which  was  ex- 
ceedingly rich  and  well-peopled  •,  the  Spaniards 
belieged  the  place,  which  being  no  longer  able  to 
hold  out  againft  them,  the  inhabitants  unani- 
mously refolved  to  bury  themielves  alive  rather 
than  fubmit  to  thofe  cruel  invaders  ;  and  that 
the  drynefs  of  the  foil  had  preferved  the  bodies 
from  decaying.  We  oblerved  that  near  the  re- 
mains of  the  men  lay  their  broken  bows  -,  and 
by  thofe  of  the  women,  cotton-yarn,  fpinning- 
wheels,  and  diftafts. 

In  eight  degrees  forty  minutes  fouth  latitude, 
and  about  three  miles  from  the-fea,  ftands  a  town 
called  Santa,  the  road  to  which  lies  over  a  fmall 
hill,  on  the  inland  fide  of  which  hill,  at  the  time 
we  were  there,  lay  three  fhips  of  at  leaft  fixty  tons 
burden  each,  which  appeared  to  be  in  a  very 
ruinous  condition  :  and  an  Indian  whom  we 
afked  concerning  them  informed  us,  that  about 
nine  years  before,  they  rode  in  an  adjacent  bay  ; 
but  an  earthquake  happening,  removed  the  wa- 
ter quite  out  of  fight  for  four  and  twenty  hours  •, 
after  which  it  returned  with  amazing  violence, 
and  fuch  an  increafe,  that  it  bore  every  thing 
before  it,  fweeping  over  the  hill,  on  which  the 
town  flood,  which  it  laid  in  ruins,  and  carried 
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the  fhips  to  the  place  where  we  faw  them.  The 
parifli  prieft,  and  feveral  of  the  moft  creditable 
inhabitants  confirmed  this  account. 

Having  for  a  long  while  continued  on  this 
coaft  to  little  purpoie,  we  failed  back  to  the 
Gallapagos  iflands,and  being  determined  to  leave 
thefe  feas  without  lofs  of  time,  we  fleered  for  the 
fouthward,  propofing  to  touch  at  no  place  till  we 
came  to  the  ifland  of  Juan  Fernandez. 

While  we  were  on  this  courfe,  in  twelve  degrees 
thirty  minutes  fouth  latitude,  and  about  one 
hundred  and  fifty  leagues  from  the  main  land  of 
America,  one  morning  abcut  four  o'clock,  we 
were  furprized  with  a  moft  terrible  fhock  ;  and 
thinking  the  vefiel  had  bulged  againft  a  hidden 
rock,  we  looked  upon  ourfelves  as  irretrievably 
loft  ;  the  fhock  was  fo  violent  that  captain  Da- 
vis was  pitched  out  of  his  cabin  upon  the  floor, 
and  the  men  were  thrown  cut  of  their  ham- 
mocks. 

We  immediately  heaved  the  lead  as  faft  as 
poifible,  but  finding  no  ground,  and  the  fhip 
keeping  under  way,  we  were  induced  to  imagine 
that  what  we  had  felt  was  the  fhock  of  an  earth- 
quake ;  and  finding  the  colour  of  the  fea  chang- 
ed to  a  kind  of  muddy  white,  and  that  the  wa- 
ter which  we  took  up  in  the  bucket  was  mixed 
with  land,  we  had  no  doubt  of  the  truth  of  our 
conjecture.  We  afterwards  learnt  that  at  the 
fame  time  there  was  an  earthquake  at  Callao  in 
the  Lima  road,  whereby  the  fea  ebbed  fo  far 
from  the  fhore,  that  it  difappeared  for  fome 
time,  and  then  returned  with  inch  violence  that 
it  carried  all  before  it,  even  the  fhips  out  of  the 
road,  which  were  driven  above  a  league  up  the 
country.  The  waters  overflowed  the  city  of 
Callao,  which  flood  upon  a  little  hill,  together 
with  the  fort  :  incredible  damage  was  done  for 
fixty  leagues  along  the  fhore,  and  within  land 
the  devaftation  reached  even  to  Lima,  which  is 
fix  miles  from  Callao. 

Our  terrors  being  at  an  end,  we  held  on  our 
way,  fleering  fouth  and  by  eaft,  till  we  were 
in  the  latitude  of  twenty-feven  degrees  twenty 
minutes,  when,  about  two  hours  before  day -light, 
we  were  alarmed  by  a  roaring  noife,  which  we 
fuppofed  to  be  occafioned  by  the  fea  breaking  on 
a  beach  right  ahead  of  the  fhip.  On  this  the 
captain,  fearing  we  fhould  run  aihore,  confented 
to  back  her  courfes  till  day-light,  on  the  appear- 
ance of  which  we  found  ourfelves  off  a  low  flat 
ifland,  free  from  rocks  ;  and  at  about  twelve 
leagues  diftance  we  difcovered  a  range  of  high 
lands,  which  we  imagined  to  be  a  duller  of 
iflands  from  the  partitions  in  the  profpetl. 

We  were  very  defirous  of  going  afliore  here, 
but  the  captain  would  not  content  to  it,  and 
held  on  his  way  to  Juan  Fernandez,  where  we 
arrived  about  the  end  of  the  year  1687,  and 
there  cleaned  our  fhip,  and  quitted  our  bark. 

From  Juan  Fernandez  we  failed  for  Mocha,  to 
take  in  fheep  to  ferve  us  in  out  voyage  round 
Terra  del  Fuego  :  but  the  Spaniards  having 
been  there  fome  time  before  us,  had  carried  off 
or  deftroyed  the  fheep,  horfes,  and  every  other 
living  creature  on  the  ifland,  as  they  had  like- 
wife  done  at  Santa  Maria  •,  lb  that  we  were  un- 
der the  neceffity  of  fubfifting,  as  well  as  we  could, 
on  the  proYifiQns  we  had  brought  with  us  from 
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the  Gallapagos,  which  confifted  chiefly  of  faked 
tortoife,  flour  and  maiz. 

Three  of  our  men,  having  engaged  in  gaming, 
loft  all  that  they  were  worth  ;  and  being  unwil- 
ling to  return  to  England  as  poor  as  they  went 
out,  they  made  it  their  requeft  that  they  might 
be  left  behind  on  the  iflah.d  of  Juan  Fernandez, 
in  hopes  of  meeting  with  fome  privateer  in 
which  they  might  engage  to  their  advantage  : 
their  requeft  being  complied  with,  they  were 
furnifhed  with  a  fmall  canoe,  fome  axes,  maiz, 
and  other  necefTaries. 

I  afterwards  learnt  that  they  remained  on  the 
ifland  about  a  year,  when  they  were  taken  on 
board  a  privateer.  During  their  ftay  they  tam- 
ed a  number  goats,  which  they  kept  in  folds, 
and  wanted  neither  for  fifti  nor  fowls  ;  of  the 
latter  there  is  an  amphibious  fort,  not  much 
larger  than  a  pullet,  which  is  of  a  grey  colour, 
feeds  on  nib,  and  burroughs  under  ground  like 
a  rabbit :  this  fowl,  having  firft  been  buried 
fome  hours,  eats  exceeding  well.  The  failors 
likewife  planted  fome  maiz  on  the  ifland,  which 
grew  furprizingly. 

We  now  flood  out  to  fea  to  double  Terra  del 
Fuego,  and  for  three  weeks  together,  before  we 
reached  cape  Home,  we  were  in  one  continual 
ftorm  ;  which,  as  our  failors  were  none  of  the 
ableft,  we  weathered  with  much  difficulty. 

The  ftorm  abated  when  we  were  in  near  fixty- 
three  degrees  fouth  latitude,  from  whence  we 
fleered  to  the  northward,  in  order  to  get  out  of 
the  South  Sea,  when  we  met  with  feveral  iflands 
of  ice,  which  we  at  firft  thought  to  be  land  •, 
and  as  we  could  find  no  bottom  with  the  long- 
line,  we  imagined  that  they  might  be  as  deep  in 
the  water  as  they  rofe  above  it ;  and  one  of  thefe 
in  particular  I  remember  was  near  five  hundred 
feet  from  the  furface. 

We  could  difcern  fome  of  thefe  at  a  confide- 
rable  diftance,  even  in  the  night  •,  but  others 
lay  under  water,  fo  that  we  were  not  aware  of 
them  till  the  vefiel  ftruck,  which  fhe  did  more 
than  once,  and  received  very  fevere  fhocks. 

Flaving  run  four  hundred  and  fifty  leagues, 
without  coming  in  fight  of  land  (for  we  had 
been  for  fome  time  paft  miftaken  in  our  reckon- 
ing) many  of  the  crew  began  to  grow  mutinous, 
and  infilled  we  fhould  change  our  courfe,  which 
would  certainly  have  been  done,  had  not  captain 
Davis  and  Mr.  Knox,  by  earneft  entreaties,  pre- 
vailed on  them  to  continue  the  prefent  courfe 
for  two  days  longer,  promifing  to  aft  as  they 
pleafed,  if  we  did  not  make  fome  land  in  that 
time. 

The  next  day  the  wind  being  fmall,  we  had  a 
flurry  from  the  weft,  which  threw  on  board  fome 
locufts  and  other  infects,  which  we  efteemed  an 
undoubted  fign  of  land  :  this  indeed  was  a  pro- 
vidential circumftance  in  our  favour  •,  for  if  it 
had  not  happened,  the  men  would  have  infilled 


on  changing  the  courfe,  imagining  we  were  ftill 
in  the  South  Seas  ;  and  in  that  cafe,  we  fhould 
undoubtedly  have  perilhed,  as  we  were  already 
in  want  of  provifions. 

We  however  fleered  toward  the  point  from 
whence  the  wind-fall  came,  and  foon  after- 
wards  came  up  with  land,  a  little  to  the  north- 
ward of  the  mouth  of  the  River  Plate,  where  we 
immediately  put  afhore  for  provifions. 

At  this  place  our  men  happening  to  difcover 
a  herd  of  fwine  on  a  point  of  land,  armed  them- 
felves  with  cutlafles  and  fufees,  and  fome  of 
them  guarding  the  pafs  that  led  to  the  hills  to 
flop  their  retreat,  others  advanced  towards  them, 
while  the  fwine,  retiring  to  the  fea-fhore,  turned 
about  and  gazed  on  their  purfuers.  The  failors 
were  now  advancing,  each  with  his  cutlafs,  to 
feize  their  prey,  when,  to  their  great  mortifica- 
tion, the  whole  herd  leaped  into  the  fea  and  dif- 
appeared  ! 

Some  time  afterwards  we  had  the  good  fortune 
to  fhoot  two  of  thefe  fwine  and  bring  them  on 
board  :  they  proved  to  be  amphibious  animals, 
called  fea  hogs  ;  their  tafle  greatly  refembling 
that  of  pork,  but  a  little  fifhy  :  they  are  fhaped 
like  fwine,  are  of  a  black  colour,  with  fhort 
briftly  hair,  and  have  flumps  fomewhat  like  fins 
with  which  they  fwim. 

The  country  hereabouts  is  fertile  and  well 
watered,  and  abounds  with  oftriches,  black  cat- 
tle and  deer  ;  but  it  is  deftitute  of  human  inha- 
bitants. 

The  oftrich  is  faid  to  lay  its  eggs  in  the  fand, 
where  they  are  hatched  by  the  fun,  and  the 
young  ones  provide  for  themfelves.  This  bird 
grows  to  a  prodigious  fize,  and  is  reported  to  feed 
on  iron  •,  but  this  is  not  the  fa6l  ;  it  only  fwal- 
lows  iron  as  poultry  do  fmall  pebbles,  by  way  of 
digeftion.  It  is  a  very  ftupid  bird,  and  will 
follow  any  thing  that  comes  in  its  way.  We  ate 
many  of  the  young  ones  ;  but  the  old  are  very 
coarfe  food. 

From  hence  we  put  to  fea,  and  failing  along 
the  coaft  of  Brazil,  made  for  the  Caribbee  I- 
flands,  where  meeting  with  Mr.  Edward  Carter 
in  a  Barbadoes  floop,  I  went  on  board  him,  and 
failed  up  the  river  De  la  War  into  Penfilvania, 
and  from  thence  to  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
where  I  arrfved  in  the  month  of  May  1688. 

Having  flayed  here  fome  time,  I  fell  down  to 
Apokunnumy  creek  with  captain  Davis,  and 
John  Higginfon,  one  of  the  perfons  that  was 
left  with  me  on  the  Ifthmus. 

We  now  carried  our  chefls  and  goods  in  carts 
over  a  fmall  neck  of  land  into  Bohemia  river, 
which  leads  down  the  great  bay  of  Chefapeak, 
to  point  Comfort  in  James's  river  in  Virginia. 

At  this  place  I  intended  to  have  fettled  •,  but 
fome  crofs  accidents  intervening,  I  was  obliged 
to  remove,  and  returned  home  to  England  in  the 
year  1690. 


CAPTAIN 


[    3>9    ] 


CAPTAIN        JAMES's 


V 


o 


A        G 


E 


FOR       THE 


DISCOVERY 


OF         A 


North- Weft  Paffage  to  the  SOUTH  SEAS. 

(Abridged  from  the  Author's  own  Account.) 


CHAPTER     I. 

Captain  James  Jets  fail  from  Brijlol,  and  arrives  on  the  coafl  of  Greenland,  where  he  and  his 
people  are  in  great  danger  from  the  ice  ;  he  lands  at  feveral  places  ;  the  crew  encounter  ter- 
rible dijlrejfes  ;  the  jhtp  being  covered  with  ice,  and  the  fails  frozen,  they  prepare  tofpend  the 
winter  near  Charlton  ifland;  a  houfe  ereBed  on  fiore  for  the  fick ;  the  Jhip  run  aground  to 
prevent  her  being  dajlied  to  pieces  among  the  rocks  or  driven  out  tofea  :  the  manner  of  their 
fpending  the  winter  in  that  inhofpitable  climate. 


SEVERAL  Merchants  of  Briftol,  about  the 
year  1630,  formed  themfelves  into  a  com- 
pany for  encouraging  a  diicovery  of  a  north- 
weft  paffage  to  the  South  Seas,  and  fo  to  Japan  ; 
and  as  captain  Thomas  James  had  already  gone 
feveral  voyages  to  the  north,  and  was  juftly  con- 
lidered  as  a  man  of  integrity,  as  well  as  an  ex- 
perienced failor,  he  was  chofen  as  the  moft  pro- 
per perfon  in  the  kingdom  to  condudt  an  enter- 
prize  at  once  fo  ufeful,  and  fo  dangerous. 

Sir  Thomas  Roe,  who  had  feveral  years  be- 
fore been  fent  on  an  embaffy  to  Indoftan,  having 
acquainted  King  Charles  the  firft  of  the  defign, 
his  Majefty  fignified  his  approbation  of  it,  and 
confirmed  the  choice  made  of  captain  James. 

A  vefTel  of  feventy  tons  burden  having  been 
built  for  this  voyage,  manned  with  twenty-two 
men,  and  furnifhed  with  provifions  for  eighteen 
months,  captain  James  fell  down  the  channel  of 
Briftol  on  the  third  of  May  1631;  but  the  wind 
coming  about  contrary  on  the  fifth,  he  made 
Milford  Haven,  where  he  continued  till  the  fe- 
venteenth,  when  taking  the  advantage  of  a  fair 
gale,  he  again  fet  fail,  and  on  the  fourth  of  June 
had  fight  of  the  coaft  of  Greenland. 


On  the  fifth,  they  found  themfelves  amidfl 
feveral  large  pieces  of  ice,  and  the  more  they 
endeavoured  to  clear  themfelves  of  it,  the  more 
they  were  engaged,  and  the  fhip  was  often  in 
danger  from  ftriking  againft  it.  However,  they 
made  fall  to  one  piece  for  fecurity,  and  repelled 
the  repeated  attacks  of  the  other  with  their  poles, 
which  at  length  were  all  broken  to  pieces. 

The  following  day  the  danger  feemed  to  in- 
creafe,  the  ice  driving  fo  thick  on  ever}'  fide, 
that  it  threatened  to  crufh  the  fhip  to  pieces,  and 
indeed  this  was  actually  the  cafe  with  the  fhal- 
lop,  the  broken  pieces  of  which  they  recovered 
by  means  of  their  boat,  and  brought  on  deck, 
the  captain  intending  to  rebuild  her  the  firft  op- 
portunity.- All  this  day  it  blew  a  perfccl  ftorm, 
and  it  was  with  great  difficulty  that  they  forced 
their  way  through  theie  dangerous  impediments, 
and  to  their,  aftonifhment  they  brought  the  fhip 
off  without  the  leaft  damage. 

On  the  feventh  and  eighth,  they  endeavoured 
to  double  Cape  Farewell  ;  and  on  the  tenth,  the 
fea  being  very  rough,  and  fome.  pieces  of  ice, 
higher  than  the  main-top-maft-head,  fwinuriing 
in  fight,  their  long-boat  broke  from   the   ftern, 
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and  was  with  great  difficulty  recovered,  two 
men  being  much  bruifed  in  getting  it  back  to 
the  fhip.  * 

By  eight  the  next  morning  they  were  off  Cape 
Deiblation  •,  they  here  faw  many  grampufTes  a- 
mong  the  ice,  and  the  fea  appeared  very  black, 
which  they  attributed  to  the  thicknefs  of  the 
fog. 

The  night  of  the  feventeenth  was  dark,  foggy, 
and  fo  inteniely  cold,  that  the  fails  and  rigging 
were  frozen.  They  now  judged,  by  the  break - 
incr  and  noife  of  the  waves,  that  they  were  near 
more  •,  but  morning  fhewed  that  it  was  no  more 
than  a  piece  of  ice,  and  at  the  fame  time  the 
ifland  of  Refolution,  in  the  mouth  of  Hudfon's 
ftreights,  was  in  fight  at  a  diftance. 

They  endeavoured  to  double  the  fouthern 
point  of  the  ifland,  and  obferved  the  tide  run 
with  great  fwiftnefs  into  the  ftreight,  and  that  the 
ebb  was  equally  ftrong  with  the  flood.  The  fog 
was  here  fo  penetrating  as  to  render  the  com- 
paffes  ufeleis ;  but  when  it  cleared  up  a  little 
they  faw  the  ftreight  thronged  and  barricadoed 
with  ice,  through  which  they  ftrove  to  penetrate, 
but  were  entangled  and  driven  to  and  fro  with 
it. 

On  the  twentieth  rnjithe  morning,  having 
doubled  the  fouthern  point  of  the  ifland  of  Refo- 
lution, the  wind  changing  to  the  weft,  drove  them, 
together  with  the  ice,  towards  the  land,  -within 
two  leagues'of  which  they  met  with  nothing  but 
fhort  breakers,  and  large  lumps  of  ice  aground 
at  the  depth  of  forty  fathoms  :  the  ebb  now 
rufhing  from  the  broken  grounds  of  the  ifland, 
carried  them  round  fometimes  clofe  by  rocks, 
and  at  others  fo  near  to  lofty  iflands  of  ice,  that 
they  were  afraid  they  would  fall  upon  them. 

To  lave  themfelves  from  .  being  wrecked,  they 
threw  out  a  kedger  and  grapnells,  whereby  they 
made  fall,  on  each  fide  of  them,  to  a  piece  of 
ice  that  drew  about  ten  fathom  water,  which 
were  fo  difpofed  that  either  one  or  the  other 
mull  have  run  aground  before  the  (hip,  in  cafe 
{he  had  come  fo  near  the  fhore  ;  but  this  not  ap- 
pearing fufficient  to  fecure  the  veflel,  the  boat 
was  hoifled  out  to  fearch  for  a  place  of  fafety 
among  the  rocks  -,  but  the  ice  bore  upon  her  fo 
heavily  that  the  men  were  obliged  to  quit  her, 
and  hawl  her  over  it  from  piece  to  piece. 

In  the  mean  the  whirling  of  the  ice  broke  the 
two  floating  pieces  from  the  fides  of  the  fhip, 
and  the  kedger  and  grapnels  were  carried  away. 
They  then  made  figns  to  the  boat  to  return, 
which  Ihe  with  great  difficulty  performed,  and 
in  the  mean  time  they  recovered  their  grapnels  : 
the  boat,  however,  was  manned  anew,  and  with 
great  difficulty,  brought  back  the  kedger.  It 
was  with  no  fmall  joy  they  faw  her  return  ;  for 
having,  dropped  anchor  in  a  fh allow  rocky  bot- 
tom, they  loft  fight  of  her,  and  fuppofed  fhe  was 
funk,  with  one  third  of  the  crew. 

The  veflel  being  now  in  a  very  perilous  fitua- 
tion,.the  crew  threw  out  hawfers  on  the  adjacent 
rocks,  and  every  man  did  his  beft  to  warp  her 
out  into  a  better  birth,  where  Ihe  lay  to,  and 
well  under  the  fhelter  of  a  mountain  of  ice,  till 
the  flood,  which  brought  down  continual  flakes 
of  ice,  diftrefied  her  exceedingly,  though  they 


worked  very  hard  to  keep  them  off.  At  high 
water  the  great  piece  of  ice  that  had  been  their 
buckler,  was  afloat  ;  and,  notwithstanding  all 
their  endeavours  to  ftop  it,  got  away  from  them, 
and  left  them  in  great  danger  from  the  ice  that 
drove  in  upon  them  ;  but  this  large  piece  re- 
turned with  the  ebb,  and?  renewed  m  protection 
all  the  following  day  and  night. 

It  now  blew  a  rank  ftorm  at  weft,  and  fnowed 
prodigioufly  •,  notwithftanding  which  they  made 
their  cables  and  hawfers  faft  to  the  rocks,  tho' 
the  ice  poured  in  upon  them  from  the  lea,  in 
oppefing  which  the  hook  of  the  kedger,  two 
arms  of  the  grapnels,  and  two  hawfers  were 
broken,  and  the  fhallop  was  almoft  crufhed  to 
pieces. 

The  following  tide,  the  ice  being  very  duck, 
drove  the  fhip  upon  a  fharp  rock,  where  fhe 
was  left  by  the  ebb,  upon  fuch  a  heel  to  feaward, 
that  there  was  no  ftanding  in  her  •,  and  the  crew, 
imagining  fine  would  never  get  off,  went  to  pray- 
ers on  a  piece  of  ice  ;  but  at  the  coming  in  of 
tide  fhe  began  to  come  to  rights,  and  to  their 
great  ioy  they  again  faw  her  afloat. 

They  now  laboured  inceffantly  to  get  as  much 
of  the  ice  as  poffible  between  them  and  the 
rocks,  for  which  purpofe,  they  with  axes  and 
iron  bars  broke  the  corners  of  it,  to  make  way 
for  its  paffing  by  them,  and  to  get  as  much  as 
poffible  of  the  fofter  kind  of  ice  about  them. 

Captain  James  now  went  on  fhore,  which  he 
had  no  difficulty  in  doing,  as  the  ice  joined  in 
fuch  a  manner  as  to  form  one  continued  footing 
to  the  land  ;  and  here  he  built  a  beacon  of  ftones, 
and  placing  a  crofs  upon  it,  named  it  the  har- 
bour of  God's  providence. 

On  the  twenty-third  captain  James  went  afhore 
in  the  boat,  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  ifland,  where 
he  climbed  up  a  hill,  to  fee  if  he  could  difcover 
any  place  free  from  danger  to  which  the  fhip 
might  be  fleered.  While  he  was  upon  this 
fearch,  he  heard  a  moft  terrible  loud  noife,  which 
arofe  from  a  very  large  piece  of  ice  which  fplit 
into  four  pieces  near  the  fhip  :  but  it  happened 
at  fuch  a  diftance  as  to  occalion  no  damage. 

The  captain  having  difcovcred  a  proper  cove, 
fent  the  boat  round  to  it,  and  at  her  return  un- 
moored the  fhip,  and  with  all  poffible  fpeed 
warped  her  away  from  the  ice  •,  but  they  had 
not  got  a  mile  from  it  before  it  broke  all  to 
pieces  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  they  had  no  doubt 
but  the  fhip  muft  have  been  funk  had  fhe  conti- 
nued a  little  longer  in  her  former  ftation. 

The  fhip  having  entered  the  cove,  and  being 
made  faft  to  the  rocks,  captain  James  went  on 
fhore,  and  found  the  land  rocky  and  uneven,- 
without  fo  much  as  a  blade  of  grafs,  or  the 
fmalleft  fign  of  vegetation.  As  the  ponds  were 
ftill  frozen,  fowls  were  not  to  be  expected  as 
yet,  and  there  was  no  fign  of  either  bears  or 
deer  ;  however,  he  faw  one  or  two  foxes  ■,  and 
from  a  few  fire-brands,  bones  of  foxes,  and 
whalebones,  it  was  evident  that  fome  of  the  fa- 
vages  had  been  lately  there  ;  yet  it  was  aftonifh- 
ing  to  think  what  fhould  have  induced  them  to 
come  thither,  as  the  fea  was  void  of  fifh,  and  the 
foil  entirely  barren. 

The  captain  called  this  Price's  Cove,  from 
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the  name  of  the  mafcer  of  his  fhip  ;  it  is  in  the 
latitude  of  iixty-one  degrees  twenty-four  minutes ; 
and  from  the  high  grounds  here  they  could  lee 
Sir  Thomas  Button's  iflands. 

They  left  this  place  on  the  twenty-fourth,  fleer- 
ing between  two  great  pieces  of  ice  that  were 
aground  in  forty  fathoms  water  ;  and  though 
they  had  clear  water  within  a  league  of  the  north 
fhore,  and' 'the  wind  blew  hard  from  the  eaft, 
the  ice  pouied  in  upon  them  from  the  open  fea 
with  fucli  violence,  that  it  was  feared  it  would 
wrench  the  planks  from  the  fhip's  fide. 

The)  i  mtinued  in  this  manner,driving  among 
the  ice,  without  being  able  to  fee  to  the  diftance 
of  a  furlong,  even  from  the  top-maft  head,  till 
the  twcnty-lixth,  when  the  weather  cleared  and 
the  fun  fhone  out  a  little,  yet  the  nights  Hill 
continued  cold,  and  their  rigging  froze. 

Thus  they  failed  about  the  coalt,  till  the  fifth 
of  Julv,  when  the  weather  being  tolerably  clear, 
they  ebkrved  Salifbury  ifland,  and  foon  after- 
wards law  Prince  Charles's  cape,  and  Mill-ifland; 
but  the  fea  to  a  vaft  extent  to  the  north-north- 
welt,  and  indeed  ail  around,  was  lb  filled  with 
ice,  that  the  captain  law  it  would  be  in  vain 
for  him  to  purfue  the  difcovcry  of  a  north-weft 
paffage  that  year. 

Hudfon's  ftreights,  beginning  at  the  ifland  of 
Refolution,  and  en.  ing  at  Diggs's  ifland,  are 
abnut  one  hundred  and  twenty  leagues  long  ;  in 
the  entrance  they  are  about  fifteen  leagues  broad, 
and  between  Diggs's  ifland  and  Cape  Charles, 
are  about  the  breadth  of  twenty  leagues.  Here 
is  a  certain  tide  but  no  current  •,  and  the  north 
fhore  is  freeft  from  ice.  On  the  fquth  is  a  large 
bay,  and  the  main  land  is  high  on  both  fides. 

On  the  fixteenth  of  July,  captain  James  being 
\vrll  convinced  that  it  was  too  late  to  attempt  the 
north-welt  paffage,  fleered  weit-fouth-weft  to- 
wards Mansfield  ifland,  which  they  gained  fight 
of  the  following  day  at  three  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon, the  fhip  having  in  her  way  encountered 
great  inconvenience  from  the  ice. 

The  crew  were  now  put  to  half  allowance  of 
bread  •,  and  the  boats  being  fent  to  found,  it 
was  found  that  the  water  flowed  from  weft-fouth- 
weft,  and  that  at  the  highelt  tide  it  did  not  rife 
above  two  fathom.  Here  were  fome  marks  of 
the  lavages  all  along  the  fhore  ;  for  the  fhip 
flood  off  and  on  a  good  way  down  •,  but  no 
drift-wood,  beafts,  or  fifh  were  found,  nor  any 
thing  ufeful  except  a  few  fowls,  one  of  which  they 
fhot. 

On  the  eighteenth  in  the  morning  they  fet 
fail,  intending  to  fall  in  with  the  weftern  land  •, 
but  after  fleering  for  a  little  while,  through 
what  they  began  to  flatter  themfelves  was  an 
open  fea,  they  fell  in  with  thick  ruts  of  ice,  in 
which  they  were  fometimes  faft  locked  up,  and 
at  others  were  able  to  proceed  forwards  by  the 
help  of  the  wind. 

After  a  while  they  were  inclofed  with  ice  for 
three  days  together,  and  notwithftanding  they 
hoilted  all  their  fails,  and  it  blew  a  hard  gale, 
the  fhip  ftirred  no  more  than  if  fhe  had  been  in 
a  dry  dock  :  hereupon  all  the  people  quitted  the 
fhip,  and  went  to  divert  themfelves  upon  the  ice, 
fome  pieces  of  which  captain  James  fays  he  mea- 
N*  27.  4  M 


fured,  and  found  them   to  be  a  thoufand  paces 
long. 

The  men  now  imagining  that  it  would  be  im- 
poffible  to  get  backwards  or  forwards,  and  dread- 
ing that  they  fhould  not  be  able  to  reach  any 
land  whereon  to  fpend  the  winter,  began  to 
murmur  ;  but  the  captain  encouraged  them  as 
much  as  he  was  able,  and,  to  chafe  away  their 
fears,  made  them  drink  a  health  to  his  Majefty 
on  the  ice,  the  fhip  in  the  mean  time  remaining 
under  all  her  fails,  and  not  a  fingle  perfon  on 
board. 

Indeed  the  captain  himfelf  apprehended  they 
fhould  be  frozen  up  in  the  fea,  and  therefore  or- 
dered that  a  fire  fhould  be  made  only  once  a  day, 
with  a  certain  number  of  faggots,  which  the 
fteward  was  to  deliver  to  the  cook  by  tale,  that 
at  all  events  their  fuel  might  be  made  to  laft  as 
long  as  poffible.  The  wind  fpringing  up  at  weft 
on  the  firft  of  Augufl,  drove  them  to  the  eaft- 
ward  ;  and  on  the  third  they  law  a  little  open 
water  to  the  north-weftward,  and  felt  a  lea  flow 
from  thence,  which  convinced  them  that  there 
was  an  open  fea  to  the  weftward. 

They  law  the  fea  clear  on  the  fifth,  but  could 
by  no  means  work  themfelves  to  it  with  their 
fails  ;  whereupon,  about  fix  in  the  evening,  they 
let  fall  an  anchor  in  fifty  fathoms  water,  and 
flood  with  their  poles  and  oars  to  pufh  off  the 
ice  to  the  leeward,  continuing  at  this  labour 
during  the  whole  night. 

The  next  morning  the  wind  fpringing  up  at 
north- weft,  they  weighed  with  great  joy,  and  by 
noon  got  into  an  open  fea  to  the  fouthward  in 
latitude  fifty-eight  degrees  twenty-eight  minutes ; 
when  they  went  to  prayers,  and  returned  thanks 
to  God  for  their  delivery  from  the  ice. 

On  the  eleventh  they  entered  the  bay  called 
Hubbart's  Hope,  and  in  the  night  came  to  an 
anchor  with  the  kedger,  but  in  weighing,  they 
had  the  misfortune  to  loofe  it,  and  had  no  0- 
ther  on  board. 

From  hence  they  proceeded  to  the  fouthward, 
and  on  the  thirteenth  in  the  afternoon,  when  the 
weather  was  hazy,  they  faw  fome  breakers  ahead, 
and  endeavouring  to  get  clear  of  them,  fuddenly 
ftruck  upon  the  rocks,  the  fhip  being  under  her 
top-fails,  fore-fail,  and  fprit-lail,  with  a  frelh 
gale  of  wind. 

Upon  this  dreadful  accident  they  immediate- 
ly ftruck  all  their  fails,  and  having  providentially 
two  or  three  good  fwelling  feas,  which  heaved 
thern  over  the  rocks,  they  cafl  ancnor,  and  found 
that  the  fhip  had  received  no  damage,  though 
fhe  had  three  fuch  terrible  blows,  that  all  on 
board  imagined  her  malts  would  have  fhivered 
to  pieces. 

In  the  evening  on  the  twentieth  they  came  to 
an  anchor  off  a  point  of  land  bending  away  to 
the  fouthward  :  this  they  called  the  New  Prin- 
cipality of  South  Wales,  drinking  to  the  health 
of  Charles  then  Prince  of  Wales.  The  weather 
at  this  time  was  calm  :  but  the  wind  rofe  the 
following  night,  and  the  fhip  drove  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  made  them  imagine  they  had  loft 
their  anchor;  whereupon  they  heaved  in  the 
cable  by  the  means  of  the  capftan,  in  doing 
which  they  found  the  anchor  had  hitched  •,  and 
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upon  the  chopping  of  the  fea,  the  men  were 
thrown  with  luch  force  from  the  capftain, 
that  they  were  all  terribly  bruifed  ;  and  one 
of  them  had  like  to  have  loll  his  head,  by 
being  entangled  in  the  bite  of  the  cable.  Mr. 
Price  the  mafter  narrowly  efcaped  breaking  his 
leg  -,  and  the  gunner's  foot  was  wrung  off  at  the 
ancle,  fo  that,  to  prevent  a  mortification,  he 
was  obliged  to  have  his  leg  cut  off  above  the 
knee. 

On  the  twenty-fecond  they  weighed  anchor 
again,  and  on  the  twenty-feventh  in  the  morn- 
ing, being  in  fight  of  land,  the  captain  fent  the 
boat  on  fhore  for  dikovery,  with  written  inftruc- 
tions,  and  a  ftricTt  charge  to  the  men  to  return 
in  the  evening,  an  order  which  they  did  not  obey; 
which  gave  the  captain  great  uneafinefs,  which 
was  not  a  little  increafed,  when  he  found  both 
his  fhot  and  falfe  fires  fpent  in  vain  ;  for  certain 
fignals  having  been  agreed  on,  which  were  not 
anfwered,  it  was  imagined  that  the  boat  was  ei- 
ther loft,  or  that  the  people  in  her  were  fallen  a 
prey  to  the  favages  ;  and  this  the  captain  had 
the  greater  reafon  to  fear,  as  there  was  a  fire  on 
fhore,  though  no  returns  were  made  to  his  falfe 
fires. 

Their  profpect  was,  at  this  time,  very  difmal  ■, 
for  they  had  not  hands  fufficient  on  board  to 
weigh  anchor  or  manage  the  fhip  :  at  length, 
however,  to  the  great  joy  of  thofe  on  board,  the 
boat  returned,  having  been  retarded  hy  a  very 
unexpected  and  fudden  ebb,  that  obliged  the 
men  on  board  her  to  wait  the  rifing  of  the 
tide. 

They  reported  that  fome  wood  grew  on  the 
land,  and  that  there  was  a  confiderable  quantity 
thrown  on  fhore  by  the  waves.  They  could  dif- 
cern  no  fign  of  inhabitants,  but  faw  plenty  of 
fowls,  of  which  they  killed  fome,  and  traced 
the  footfteps  both  of  bears  and  deer  in  the 
fnow. 

In  the  morning  of  the  twenty-ninth,  a  fhip 
was  difcovered  about  four  leagues  to  the  lee- 
ward, which  proved  to  be  a  king's  fhip,  com- 
manded by  captain  Fox,  who  exchanged  the  ufual 
falutes  with  them.  In  the  evening  captain 
James  fent  his  boat  on  board  of  her,  and  the 
next  morning  the  captain  and  fome  of  his  offi- 
cers paid  captain  James  a  vifit,  and  were  re- 
ceived in  the  beft  manner  circumftances  would 
permit.  On  the  day  following  captain  Fox  flood 
away  to  the  fouth-fouth-weft,  and  was  foon  out 
of  fight. 

The  month  of  Auguft  concluded  with  fnow 
and  hail,  and  the  weather  was  as  cold  as  it  ufu- 
ally  is  in  England  in  the  depth  of  winter. 

On  the  firft  of  September  they  coafted  along 
fhore,  in  fhallow  water,  and  from  the  fecond  to 
the  tenth,  they  laboured  in  various  forts  of  wea- 
ther, never  loofing  fight  of  land  j  and  on  the 
fourth  and  fixth,  the  weather  was  fo  fe- 
vere,  that  they  thought  it  impoffible  for  them  to 
hold  it  out  much  longer.  The  wind  blew  a  moft 
dreadful  hurricane,  accompanied  with  hail  and 
fnow.  The  fea,  which  ran  mountains  high,  ran 
into  the  fhip,  and  pouring  into  the  hold,  made 
its  way  to  the  bread  room,  where  it  did  great  da- 
mage to  the  provifion. 


On  the  eleventh  they  made  an  ifland  in  fifty- 
two  degrees  forty  minutes,  where'  the  captain 
went  afhore  in  the  boat,  and  afterwards  fent 
fome  men  to  another  part  of  it ;  but  neither  he 
nor  they  could  find  any  kind  of  vegetable,  not 
fo  much  as  a  little  forrel,  fcurvy  grafs,  or  any 
thing  that  might  be  of  krvice  to  thofe  who  were 
fick. 

On  the  twelfth  in  the  morning,  the  wind 
blowing  hard  at  fouth-eafl,  the  fhip  ran  upon 
the  rocks,  through  the  careleffnefs  of  thofe  who 
were  upon  deck ;  and  as  a  wreck  appeared  now 
to  be  inevitable,  the  carpenter's  tools,  a  barrel 
of  bread,  a  barrel  of  gunpowder,  fix  mufkets, 
a  tinder  box  and  matches,  with  fifhing  hooks, 
lines,  pitch  and  oakum,  were  fent  on  fhore  to 
ferve  in  cafe  of  extremity. 

In  the  mean  time  they  clewed  up  all  the  fails, 
laid  out  an  anchor  to  heave  the  fhip  aftern,  threw 
out  all  the  coals,  ftaved  the  water  in  the  hold, 
and  fet  the  pump  to  work  in  order  to  lighten  the 
fhip,  intending  to  have  done  the  fame  with  the 
beer  ;  but  at  length,  after  continuing  about  five 
hours,  linking  in  fuch  a  manner  that  it  was 
thought  her  bottom  could  not  Lift,  fhe  beat  o- 
ver  the  rocks,  in  a  very  leaky  condition,  which 
they  let  about  to  cure  as  foon  as  fhe  was  got 
into  deep  water,  and  fecured  by  an  anchor. 

On  the  thirteenth  they  weighed  anchor,  and 
ftood  to  the  weftward  ;  but  there  being  no  an- 
choring ground  that  they  thought  fafe,  it  was 
refolved  to  take  a  northward  courfe,  towards  the 
bottom  of  Hudfon's  Bay,  in  order  to  fearch  for 
a  pafiage  into  the  river  of  Canada  ;  and  if  that 
failed,  to  winter  on  the  main  land. 

In  the  evening  of  the  fourteenth  it  blew  very 
hard,  the  fea  ran  high,  and  the  fhallop,  which 
was  towed  aftern,  fhipped  a  fea,  and  was  funk, 
fo  that  fhe  was  inevitably  loft,  and  the  fhip  had 
only  one  boat  left,  and  that  in  a  very  crazy  con- 
dition. 

The  ftorm  continuing  all  night  they  began  to 
prepare  for  death,  but  about  noon  the  next  day 
they  found  a  fafe  anchoring  place  in  an  open- 
ing, one  fide  of  which  was  formed  by  lord  Wef- 
ton's  ifland  :  and  here  the  men  had  fome  reft, 
remaining  till  the  nineteenth,  during  all  which 
time  the  wind  was  fo  high,  and  it  fnowed  fo 
violently,  that  they  were  afraid  to  put  out  their 
boat. 

The  wind  coming  about  to  the  north-north- 
eaft  on  the  nineteenth,  they  then  ftood  to  the 
fouthward  ;  but  about  noon  the  wind  fhifting  to 
the  fouth,  they  anchored  off  another  ifland  ;  and' 
the  captain  going  on  fhore,  named  it  the  earl  of 
Bnftol's  ifland.     In  this  harbour  the  carpenter 
repaired   the   boat,    during  which   the   captain 
wandered   about,  but  could  not  find  the   leaft 
herb,  fowl,  or  fifh  :     he  therefore  returned  to 
the  fhip,  and  after  fleering  from  place  to  place, 
and  frequently  landing,  at  laft  came  to  Charlton 
ifland,  where  they  were  on  the  feventh  of  Octo- 
ber, when  it  fnowed  fo  violently,  that  they  were 
obliged  to  clear  the  deck  with  fhovels,  and   the 
fnow  being  frozen  over  all  parts  of  the  fhip,  fhe 
appeared  like  a  lump  of  ice  •,  and  though  the 
fun  fhone  out  the  following  day,    it  was  not 
ftrong  enough  to  have  the  leaft  effect  upon  it. 

The, 
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The  cold  now  encreafed  fo  much  that  they 
could  fcarcely  preferve  any  thing  from  freezing, 
even  by  the  fire  fide  •,  and  the  iails  were  now  of 
no  manner  of  ufe,  being  frozen  ftiff  and  quite 
covered  with  ice.  The  boat  was  gotten  on  fhore 
with  great  difficulty,  and  the  captain  feeirig  win- 
ter come  on  fo  fait,  lent  the  carpenter  to  cut 
wood,  and  others  to  carry  it  to  the  water  fide, 
while  thofe  in  the  boat  conveyed  it  oh  board  the 
fhip. 

As  much  wood  being  brought  on  board  as 
could  be  conveniently  ltowed,  the  fick  men  de- 
fired  to  have  a  little  houfe  or  hovel  erected  on 
fhore,  where  being  fheltered  from  the  weather, 
they  might  have  a  better  chance  for  recovering 
their  health:  upon  which  the  captain  fet  the 
carpenter  and  fome  of  the  crew  to  work,  while 
himfelf,  with  lbme  attendants,  ranged  the  ifiand 
in  fearch  of  inhabitants,  but  found  none,  nor 
any  thing  that  could  be  of  the  leaft  life  to  his 
people  ;  and  they  returned  greatly  fatigued,  ha- 
viivr  waded  through  the  lhow,  which  reached 
to  the  middle  of  their  legs. 

In  the  mean  time,  thofe  on  board  took  down 
their  top-fails,  and  folding  them  up,  laid  them 
carefully  between  decks,  having  firft  dried  them 
at  a  good  fire  made  on  the  hearth  in  the  hatch- 
way. 

On  the  twelfth  the  main-fail  fheet,  being  firft 
thawed  by  the  fire,  was  carried  afhore  to  cover 
the  newly  erected  hovel  •,  after  which  the  per- 
fons  who  had  built  it,  being  furnifhed  with  two 
dogs  which  the  captain  had  brought  from  Eng- 
land to  affift  in  killing  deer  or  other  game,  as 
well  as  with  mufkets,  were,  at  their  own  defire, 
permitted  to  lie  on  fhore  all  night. 

Some  of  the  men  being  fupplied  with  ammu- 
nition, went  out  early  on  the  morning  of  the 
fourteenth  to  traverfe  the  country,  and  look  for 
a  convenient  harbour  for  the  fhip  ;  and  on  the 
fifteenth  they  returned  with  a  fmall  lean  deer, 
which  they  cut  into  quarters.  They  report- 
ed that  they  had  feen  feveral  others,  but  no 
fign  of  any  other  beaft,  nor  yet  of  inhabitant  or 
port.  They  had  travelled  above  twenty  miles, 
and  lay  in  the  woods,  where  they  were  almoft 
perifhed  with  cold,  and  it  was  feveral  days  before 
they  could  recover  themfelves. 

On  the  nineteenth  the  lieutenant  went  on  the 
fame  errand,  with  five  of  the  crew,  and  reaped 
nothing  but  hardfhip  in  their  progreis  :  during 
which,  John  Barton,  the  gunner's  mate,  who 
was  one  of  their  number,  attempting  to  crofs  a 
frozen  pond,  rather  than  go  a  little  way  about, 
the  ice  broke,  and  clofing  over  him,  he  was  ne- 
ver feen  more. 

The  weather  now  grew  more  and  more  fe- 
vere  :  it  mowed  fo  much,  and  the  wind  blew  lb 
violently,  that  the  boat  could  hardly  get  on 
fhore,  and  the  men  were  fometimes  obliged  to 
land  from  it  by  wading  in  the  thick  congealed 
water.  A  barrel  of  beer  being  landed,  froze 
firmly  in  the  houfe  in  one  night  •,  and  being 
thawed  in  a  kettle  over  the  fire,  contracted  a 
moft  difagreeable  tafte,  which  obliged  them  to 
break  the  ice  of  a  neighbouring  pond,  from 
whence  ifiued  fuch  a  loathlbme  fmell  that  orders 
were  given  for  none  to  touch  it,  left  it  fhould  be 


infectious.     This  difappointment  induced   them 
them  to  fink  a  well  near  their  dwelling,  which 
afforded  excellent  water,  which,  in  their  opinion 
was  as  fweet  and  nourifhing  as  milk. 

The  captain  now  let  the  carpenter  to  work  to 
make  a  boat  that  might  be  carried  over  the  ice, 
and  ufed  wherever  there  was  water  :  he  alfo  or- 
dered the  men  to  make  traps  to  catch  foxes,  ma- 
ny of  which  were  feen  every  day.  Some  of  thefe 
were  black  and  white,  from  whence  it  was  ima- 
gined that  there  might  be  fome  entirely  black, 
the  skin  of  which  the  captain  told  them  were  of 
great  value ;  and  to  encourage  them,  promiled 
the  skins  as  a  reward  to  the  perfon  who  fhould 
catch  one  of  them  -,  whereupon  they  made  feve- 
ral traps,  and  walked  through  the  deep  lhow  to 
place  them  in  the  woods. 

On  the  twelfth  their  houfe  took  fire,  but  the 
flame  was  foon  eXtinguifhed  :  but  as  large  fires 
were  abfolutely  neceflary,  this  accident  taught 
them  to  keep  a  ftrict  watch  for  the  future. 

The  captain  continued  en  fhote  till  the  feven- 
teenth,  during  which  time  it  fnowed  and  froze 
prodigioufly  :  from  the  fhore  the  fhip  had  the 
appearance  of  piece  of  ice  in  the  form  of  a  fhip  : 
all  her  fore  part  and  fides  were  firm  ice,  the  ca- 
bles were  frozen  in  the  hawfe,  and  the  fnow  was 
frozen  all  about  her. 

Captain  James  now  went  on  board,  where  he 
fpent  the  nights  in  the  moft  gloomy  reflections, 
being  without  hopes  of  laving  the  veffel,  and 
thinking  it  very  improbable  that  they  could  long 
endure  the  extremities  to  which  they  were  redu- 
ced. 

The  gunner,  whofe  leg  had  been  cut  off  died 
on  the  twenty-fecond,  and  was  buried  in  the  fea 
at  a  considerable  diftance  from  the  fhip  :  for 
three  days  before  his  death  he  had  been  indulged 
with  as  much  fack  as  he  could  drink  ;  and  the 
bottle  that  contained  it  flood  at  his  bed's  head, 
where  it  was  often  froze,  as  was  the  plaifter  on 
his  woundj  though  he  was  covered  with  a  load 
of  bed-cloaths,  and  a  pan  of  live  coals  was  con- 
ftantly  kept  in  the  cabin,  which  was  made  as 
clofe  as  could  be  in  the  gun-room. 

On  the  evening  of  the  twenty-third,  the  fhip 
was  in  great  danger  of  being  driven  from  her 
moorings  by  feveral  pieces  of  ice  running  foul  of 
her,  the  leait  a  quarter  of  a  mile  over,  and  they 
drained  the  cable  considerably.  In  this  extre- 
mity the  crew  fired  fignals  of  diftrefs,  which  were 
anrwered  by  thofe  on  fhore,  who  were  not  able 
to  go  off  to  her  affiftance  :  however,  as  foon  as 
day  light  permitted,  they  made  towards  her  in 
the  boat,  and  with  great  difficulty  reached  her. 

When  the  whole  crew  were  on  board,  it  was 
determined  to  run  the  fhip  aground,  in  order  to 
preferve  her  as  long  as  poffible.  When  this 
refolution  was  taken,  they  landed  a  hogfhead  of 
beef  and  part  of  their  bread  with  great  difficulty: 
and  carried  the  remainder  of  their  bread  and  all 
their  powder  into  the  great  cabin. 

The  fhip  being  driven  on  fhore,  continued  to 
beat  very  violently,  though  fhe  was  bedded  in 
two  feet  depth  of  land  ;  on  which  the  captain 
ordered  the  carpenter  to  bore  a  hole  in  her  bot- 
tom, and  in  about  fix  hours  the  water  rofe,  fo 
as  to  break  into  the  powder  and  bread-rooms, 

and 
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and  damage  her  between  decks  •,  after  which 
fhe  began  to  fettle,  and  they  helped  her  down  by 
throwing  the  cables,  fpare  anchors,  and  other 
luggage  into  the  hold. 

At  night,  the  whole  company,  to  the  number 
of  feventeen,  took  to  their  boat  :  but  the  water 
was  fo  thick  with  congealed  fnow,  that  it  was 
with  much  difficulty  they  reached  the  fhore,  by 
double  manning  four  oars  :  and  on  their  landing, 
they  were  fo  altered  by  the  fnow  and  ice  that 
froze  to  their  faces,  hair,  and  apparel,  that  they 
fcarcely  knew  each  other. 

When  they  had  hauled  up  the  boat,  they 
groped  the  way  in  the  dark  to  their  hovel,  where 
they  made  a  good  fire  and  refrefhed  themfelves 
with  fome  bread  and  melted  water,  after  which 
they  debated  on  their  fituation,  the  captain  or- 
dering every  man  to  fpeak  his  mind  freely. 

The  carpenter  declared  his  opinion  was  that 
the  fhip  was  quite  foundered,  or  at  leaft  rendered 
unlerviceable  by  the  lofs  of  her  rudder  •,  but  the 
captain  thought  otherwife,  and  encouraged  his 
people  to  keep  up  their  fpirits,  by  a  very  pious 
ipeech  in  which   he  obferved,  "  That  if  it  was 
"  their  fortune    to    end  their  days  there,  they 
"  were  as  near  heaven  as  if  they  died  in  Eng- 
"  land  :  that  though  their  prefent  fituation  was 
"  very  deplorable,  yet  that  there  were  number- 
"  lefs  examples  of  people  being  reduced  to  cir- 
"  cumftances  rather  worfe  than   theirs,  and  ei- 
"  ther  finding   or  procuring  relief  when  it  was 
"  lead  to  be  expected  ;  that  at  the  worft  a  pin- 
"  nace  might  be   built  out  of  the  wreck  of  the 
"  fhip,  in  which,  by  the  Divine  affiftance,  they 
"  might  once  be   enabled   to    reach  old  Eng- 
«  land." 

In  anfwer  to  this  the  carpenter  laid,  that  no 
induftry  of  his  fhould  be  wanting  towards  extri- 
cating them  out  of  the  prefent  difficulty  :  that 
if  the  crew  would  aflift  him,  he  imagined  the 
ifland  on  which  they  were,  produced  timber  e- 
nough  proper  for  building  a  pinnace,  without 
meddling  with  the  fhip,  which  by  fome  good 
chance  might  again  be  rendered  more  ufeful 
than  now  feemed  probable  :  and  all  the  men 
declared  that  they  would  do  their  utmoft  to  help 
forward  whatever  fhould  be  undertaken  for  the 
public  good. 

The  captain  thanked  them  all,  and  promifed 
to  give  the  carpenter  immediately  as  much  plate 
as  was  worth  ten  pounds  •,  and  that  if  he  com- 
pleted the  pinnace,  and  they  arrived  fafely  in 
England  in  her,  he  would  freely  give  her  to 
him,  and  make  him  a  prefent  of  fifty  pounds  in 
money  :  he  likewife  promifed  to  reward  the  in- 
dufhious  in  a  liberal  manner. 

Having  thus  concluded  their  confultation, 
they  fettled  themfelves  clofe  about  the  fire,  and 
betook  themfelves  to  reft  in  the  beft  manner  they 
could. 

On  the  thirtieth  the  furgeon  cut  off*  the  hair 
and  beards  of  the  captain  and  the  whole  fhip's 
company,  which  were  fo  ftrung  with  ificles  as  to 
be  very  painful  and  troublefome. 

The  firft  thing  they  were  to  do  was  to  get  the 
cloaths  and  provifions  on  fhore,  and  therefore 
the  captain  divided  his  men  into  three  compa- 
nies -,  the  matter,  and  a  proper  number  of  men 


were  to  go  on  board  to  get  things  out  of  the 
hold  •,  the  cockfwain,  with  his  gang,  were  to 
bring  the  things  on  fhore  in  the  boat  ;  and  the 
captain,  with  the  reft  of  the  people,  were  to 
carry  them  half  a  mile  through  the  fnow,  to  a, 
place  where  he  intended  to  have  a  ftorehoufe 
erected. 

In  the  afternoon  the  water  having  ebbed  fo 
low,  that  they  thought  there  might  be  fome- 
thing  got  out  of  the  hold,  they  launched  the 
boat,  and  with  fome  difficulty  made  way  thro' 
the  thick  congealed  water.  It  now  froze  ex- 
ceffively  hard,  and  the  captain  flood  oq  the  fhore 
in  great  anxiety,  fearing  that  the  ebb  would 
carry  the  boat  into  the  fea,  in  which  cafe  they 
would  have  been  all  loft :  However,  they  got 
fafe  to  the  fhip,  made  a  fire  to  fignify  their  arii- 
val  on  board,  and  beginning  to  work,  got  fome- 
thing  out  of  the  hold ;  but  night  coming  on, 
they  were  afraid  to  attempt  going  on  fhore,  and 
therefore  lay  on  the  bed  in  the  great  cabin,  where 
they  were  almoft  ftarved  with  the  cold. 

The  weather  on  the  firft  of  December  v/as  fo 
intenfely  fevere,  that  the  captain  went  over  the 
ice  to  the  fhip,  the  fame  way  that  the  boat  had 
gone  the  preceding  day  :  and  he,  with  the  men, 
carried  upon  their  backs  five  hundred  dry  fifh, 
and  a  great  part  of  their  bedding  and  cloaths* 
which  they  had  been  obliged  to  dig  out  of  the 
ice. 

The  weather  on  the  fecond  was  much  milder, 
and  fome  of  the  men  going;  over  tne  lce->  feM  m 
and  were  not  faved  without  much  difficulty, 
fo  that  not  being  able  to  get  at  the  fhip,  the  cap- 
tain directed  them  to  begin  the  ftorehoufe  on 
fhore. 

On  the  3d  feveral  large  pieces  of  ice  came  acrofs 
the  fhip  :  the  men,  however,  with  fome  difficulty 
found  a  paffage  for  the  boat  ;  but  when  fhe  was 
laden  fhe  drew  four  feet  water,  and  could  not 
come  near  the  fhore,  fo  that  the  men  were  oblig- 
ed to  wade  through  the  congealed  water  with 
loads  upon  their  backs,  which  captain  James,  in 
his  narrative  fays  was  "  lamentable  to  behold  !" 
In  this  extreme  cold  evening  they  cut  away  as 
much  ice  from  about  the  boat  as  they  could, 
picked  it  with  handlpikes  out  of  her,  and  en- 
deavoured to  hoift  her  into  the  fhip,  there  being 
but  little  hopes  that  they  fhould  be  able  to  go 
backwards  and  forwards  with  her  any  more  j 
but  fhe-  was  fo  heavy  that  they  were  unable  to 
hoift  her  in,  and  were  therefore  obliged  to  leave 
her  in  the  tackles  by  the  fhip's  fide. 

From  this  day  to  the  eighteenth,  the  time 
was  fpent  in  bringing  to  the  hovel,  and  a  new 
ftorehoufe  erected  near  it,  fuch  provifions  and 
other  neceffaries  as  they  could  get  out  of  the 
fhip,  while  the  carpenter  and  fome  affifting 
hands  were  collecting  wood  for  the  pinnace  ; 
but  many  of  thofe  who  laboured  had  their  fin- 
gers, checks,  and  nofes,  frozen  as  white  as  pa- 
per ;  and  the  cold  daily  increafing,  raifed  very 
large  blifters  on  thofe  who  expofed  themfelves 
too  fuddenly  to  the  fire. 

Their  well  being  now  frozen  up,  and  no  water 
to  be  found  by  digging  ever  fo  deep,  they  were 
reduced  to  the  neceffity  of  drinking  fnow  water, 
and  dreffing  their  victuals  with  it.     This  they 

found 
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found  to  be  very  unwholfome,  giving  them  fuch 
a  fhortnefs  of  breath  that  they  were  fcarce  able 
to  i'peak  :  even  their  lack,  vinegar,  oil  and 
brandy  became  like  pieces  of  wood,  and  they 
were  obliged  to  hew  them  with  hatchets  :  nay 
the  froft  was  fo  fevere  that  it  penetrated  within 
a  yard  of  the  fire-fide,  though  the  door  was  kept 
dole  (hut. 

Captain  James  now  recollecting,  that  on  his 
firit  landing  he  had  difcovered  a  good  fpring  by 
the  foot  of  a  hill  at  a  little  diftance,  near  which 
he  had  ordered  two  or  three  trees  to  be  cut  down 
by  way  of  mark,  lent  fome  of  the  men  to  fearch 
for  it,  who  foon  finding  the  place,  fhovelled 
away  the  fnow,  and  brought  the  captain  a  can  of 
the  water.  This  difcovery  proved  of  great  fer- 
vice  to  thefe  diftrefTed  people  ;  for  the  fpring 
flowed  all  the  winter,  and  if  the  fevereft  weather 
froze  the  pafiage  to  it,  it  was  fo  trilling,  that 
the  ice  was  cafily  broken. 

It  being  now  Chrillmas,  they  obferved  that 
fcftival  in  a  religious  and  chearful  manner. 
And  now,  captain  James  fays,  that  inftead  of  a 
Chriftmas  tale,  he  will  defcribe  the  houfe  that 
they  lived  in,  with  thole  adjoining. 

"  When  I  firft  refolved  to  build  a  houfe,"  fays 
he,  "  I  chofe  the  warmed  and  molt  convenient 
"  fituatien,  and  one  that  was  alio  neareft  the 
"  fhip.  It  was  among  a  tuft  of  thick  trees,  un- 
"  der  a  fouth  bank,  about  a  Oiot  from  the  fea- 
41  fide.  It  is  true  we  could  not  dig  into  the 
"  ground  to  make  us  a  hole  or  cave  in  the 
"  earth,  which  had  been  the  beft  way,  becaufe 
"  we  found  water  within  two  feet  of  the  furface, 
"  and  as  it  was  a  light  white  fand,  we  could  by 
"  no  means  make  up  a  mud  wall." 

"  The  houfe  was  fquare,  about  twenty  feet 
"  each  way,  which  we  began  to  erect  by  driv- 
"  ins  long  ftakes  into  the  earth  ;  and  round 
"  thefe  we  wattled  boughs  as  thick  as  poffible, 
"  beating  them  down  very  clofe.  This  work 
"  was  fix  feet  high  on  both  fides,  but  at  the 
"  ends  it  reached  almoft  to  the  very  top,  where 
"  two  holes  were  made  to  admit  the  light,  and 
"  let  out  the  fmoke.  We  then  cut  down  trees, 
"  which  we  proportioned  into  lengths  of  fix 
"  feet  :  of  thefe  we  made  a  pile  on  both  fides 
"  the  houfe,  fix  feet  thick  and  three  feet  high, 
"  but  at  both  ends  ten  feet  high  and  fix  feet 
"  thick.  We  left  a  little  low  door  to  creep  in 
"  at,  and  a  portal  before  that,  to  keep  the  wind 
"  from  blowing  into  it.  We  next  faftened  a 
"  rough  tree  on  the  top,  upon  which  we  laid  the 
"  rafters,  and  the  main  courfe  over  them,  which 
"  covering  the  whole,  reached  from  each  fide 
"  to  the  ground." 

"  On  the  infide  we  made  ft  ft  our  bonnet 
"  fails  round  about,  then  driving  in  ftakes, 
"  made  beditead-frarnes  about  the  fides  of  the 
"  houfe,  which  doubled  one  under  another, 
"  the  lowermolt  being  a  foot  from  the  ground. 
"  Thefe  we  firft  rilled  with  boughs,  upon  which 
"  we  laid  our  fpare  fails,  and  then  our  bedding 
"  and  cloaths." 

"  In  the  middle  of  the  houfe  we  made  a 
*'  hearth  for  the  fire,  and  round  it  placed  fome 
"  boards  to  ftand  upon,  to  prevent  the  cold 
"  damps  of  the  earth  from  linking  up  to  us  •, 
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"  and  with  our  wafte  cloaths  and  fmall  fails  we 
u  made  canopies  and  curtains." 

"  We  built  another  houfe  at  about  twenty 
"  feet  diftance,  which  had  the  fame  fort  of  wat- 
"  tling,  but  it  was  lefs.  Inftead  of  piles  on  the 
"  fouth  fide,  all  the  chefts  were  heaped  up 
"  within  ;  and  the  reflection  of  the  fire  againft 
"  them  made  it  warmer  than  the  dwelling 
"  houfe.  Here  we  drefTed  all  our  provifions,  and 
"  the  fubordinate  crew  refrefhed  themfelves  in  it 
"  all  day." 

"  We  built  alfo  a  ftore-houfe,  which  for  fear 
"  of  fire  was  at  the  diftance  of  twenty-nine 
"  paces.  This  was  only  a  rough  tree  faftened 
"  aloft,  with  rafters  laid  from  it  to  the  ground, 
"  and  covered  over  with  our  new  fuit  of  fails. 
"  Within  it  we  laid  fmall  trees  fpread  over  with 
'.*  boughs,  on  which  we  ftowed  our  bread  and 
"  fifh  at  about  two  feet  from  the  ground,  in  or- 
"  der  to  preferve  them  from  damage." 

The  dwelling  houfe  and  the  houfe  in  which 
they  drefied  their  victuals  were  both  nearly  co- 
vered with  fnow  before  Chriftmas  ;  but  the 
outhoufe,  having  no  fire  in  it,  was  covered  all 
over. 

Thus  they  lived  in  a  kind  of  wildernefs  of 
fnow,  which  they  were  obliged  to  fhovel  a- 
way  from  their  doors ;  and  this  being  at  leaft  a 
yard  above  the  ground,  was  trampled  down 
hard,  and  then  ferved  as  a  captain's  gallery,  and 
a  walk  for  1  he  fick  men. 

The  cold  was  extreme  during  the  month  of 
January  1632,  the  fea  being  firmly  frozen,  fo 
that  no  water  was  to  be  feen. 

On  the  twenty-firft  the  fun,  when  juft  rifen 
above  the  horizon,  appeared  of  an  oval  figure  ; 
but  by  degrees,  as  it  rofe  higher,  feemed  to  re- 
fume  its  common  form. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  nights  of  the  thirtieth 
and  thirty-firft,  captain  James  obferved  more 
ftars  in  the  firmament  by  two  thirds  than  he 
had  ever  feen  before  ;  but  three  fourths  of 
them  were  eclipfed  by  the  luftre  of  the  moon, 
which  rofe  about  ten  o'clock. 

The  wind  was  northerly  and  very  cold  during 
the  greater  part  of  this  month ;  but  when  the 
weather  was  a  little  more  moderate  than  ordina- 
ry, the  men  employed  themfelves  in  working 
on  the  pinnace,  and  fetching  in  wood. 

The  cold  was  as  fevere  the  whole  month  of 
February  as  it  had  been  at  any  time  in  the  whole 
year,  and  its  rigour  was  bitterly  felt  by  thefe  un- 
happy adventurers  •,  fome  of  whom  had  all  theit 
teeth  loofened,  and  their  gums  fwelled  and  co- 
vered with  rotten  flefh.  Others  had  pains  in 
their  heads  and  breafts ;  fome  a  weaknefs  in 
their  backs  •,  fome  were  troubled  with  fwellings 
in  their  legs,  and  others  with  pains  in  their 
thighs  and  knees  •,  by  all  which  diforders  two 
thirds  of  the  company  were  generally  under  the 
hands  of  the  furgeon. 

With  refpect  to  provifions,  as  there  was  no 
hopes  of  a  recruit,  the  cook  managed  in  the  fol- 
lowing manner.  The  beef,  which  was  to  ferve 
on  Sunday  night  for  fupper,  was  boiled  on  Sun- 
day evening,  for  about  an  hour,  in  a  kettle  full 
of  water,  with  a  quart  of  oatmeal :  the  beef  then 
being  taken  out,  the  reft  was  boiled  to  half  the 
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quantity,  and  they  ate  the  pottage  with  bread  as 
hot  as  they  could.  On  Sunday  they  dined  upon 
pork  and  peafe,  and  at  night  the  beef  being 
boiled  again,  made  more  pottage  •,  and  thus 
they  managed  through  the  reft  of  the  week ;  but 
as  many  of  the  people  were  ill  foon  after  Chrift- 
mas,  and  from  the  forenefs  of  their  mouths  could 
eat  neither  beef,  pork,  fait  filh,  nor  pottage, 
fome  of  them  boiled  peafe,  and  others  pounded 
bread  in  a  mortar,  which  thy  ate  after  frying  it 
with  a  little  oil. 

"Without  doors,  the  air  was  fcarce  to  be  en- 
dured, no  cloaths  being  proof  againft  its  pene- 
tration, nor  any  motion  fufficient  to  keep  up 
the  natural  warmth.  It  froze  the  hair  on  the 
eyelids,  fo  that  fometimes  they  could  not  fee. 
The  infide  of  their  dwelling  hung  with  ificles  : 
even  the  bed  cloaths,  which  were  almoft  clofe  to 
the  fire,  were  covered  with  white  froft,  and  the 
ground  was  frozen  ten  feet  below  the  fur- 
face. 

During  the  whole  winter  they  did  not  catch  a- 
bove  a  dozen  foxes,  fome  of  which  were  dead 
two  or  three  days  in  the  traps  before  they  were 
found,  and  the  blood  being  fettled,  they  were 
deemed  unwholfome  :  but  when  they  happened 
to  take  one  alive,  he  was  boiled  to  make  broth 
for  the  weakeft  of  the  fick  men,  and  the  flefh  be- 
ing boiled  foft,  they  ate  fome  of  it.  They  alfo 
killed  a  few,  and  but  veiy  few  white  par- 
tridges. 

On  the  fifteenth  of  March,  one  of  the  men 
imagining  he  had  feen  a  deer,  engaged  two  or 
three  others,  to  go,  with  the  captain's  permiffi- 
on,  in  purfuit  of  it ;  but  they  returned  in  the 
evening  without  fuccefs,  and  fo  difabled  with 
cold  that  they  could  not  ftir  for  a  fortnight  after, 
having  their  legs  and  the  foles  of  their  feet  co- 
vered with  blifters  as  big  as  walnuts  :  and  a 
few  days  afterwards,  three  others,  who  went 
out  to  try  their  fortunes,  returned  in  a  ftill  worfe 
condition,  and  almoft  perifhed  with  cold. 

The  providing  timber  for  fuel,  as  well  as  for 
making  the  pinnace,  was  attended  with  great 
difficulty  ;  for  the  hatchets  and  axes  were  all 
either  broke  in  the  blades,  fockets,  or  handles  ; 
yet  thefe  were  the  only  inftruments  they  had  to 
cut  down  trees,  and  form  handles  for  thefe 
tools  :  befides  it  was  very  difficult  to  find  wood 
fit  for  firing  •,  that  which  was  green  caufing  fuch 
a  fmoke  as  almoft  to  fuffocate  them,  and  a  kind 
of  turpentine  iffuing  from  that  which  was  dry, 
which  fo  covered  them  with  foot,  that  they 
looked  like  a  parcel  of  chimney  fweepers. 

In  the  month   of  April,  the  carpenter   and 
four  other  men  became  io  infirm  that  they  were 


the  reft  being  funk  in 


unable  to  move,  and  the  boatfwain  with  feveral 
others  fickened  apace  •,  fo  that  there  were  but 
five  men  left  who  could  eat  their  allowance : 
yet,  with  their  afiiftance,  the  captain  refolved, 
with  the  firft  warm  weather,  to  dig  out  the  ice 
which  lay  in  the  fhip  •,  upon  which  they  iearch- 
ed  for  tools  proper  for  the  work,  when  it  was 
found  that  they  had  but  two  iron  bars  on  fhore, 
and  one  of  them  broken, 
the  fhip. 

With  thefe  bars,  and  four  broken  fhovels, 
they  afterwards  began  to  dig  the  ice,  and  to 
lay  it  about  the-  fhip  in  fuch  a  manner, 
as  to  form  a  barricado  to  lave  her  from 
damage  when  the  ice  fhould  break  in  the  bay, 
which  in  her  prefent  crazy  condition,  it  was  to 
be  feared  might  matter  her  to  pieces. 

On  the  fixteenth,  being  the  moil  comfortable 
fun-fhiny  day  they  had  felt  that  year,  they  clear- 
ed away  the  fnow  from  the  fhip's  deck,  and 
made  a  good  fire  in  the  cabin  to  dry  her. 

On  the  feventeenth  they  dug  up  her  anchor 
from  under  the  ice,  in  fhoal  water,  and  brought 
it  on  board  •,  and  indeed  they  found  that  they 
had  no  recourfe  but  to  make  the  beft  they  could 
of  the  fhip,  for  the  boat  was  bulged,  and  if  it 
had  not,  was  too  fmall  to  do  them  any  fervice, 
and  their  carpenter  being  paft  hope  of  recovery, 
it  was  not  likely  that  their  pinnace  would  ever 
be  finifhed. 

On  the  nineteenth  the  mafter  and  two  others 
chofe  to  lie  on  board,  that  they  might  withdraw 
themfelves  from  the  groans  and  lamentations  of 
their  fick  fhip-mates,  to  which  the  captain  rea- 
dily contented. 

On  the  twenty-third  they  pierced  a  cafk  of 
beer,  which  they  had  dug  out  of  the  hold,  and 
though  it  had  contracted  a  very  difagreeable 
tafte,  they  drank  it  with  great  pleafure. 

The  greater  part  of  this  month  they  employed 
themfelves  in  flopping  the  holes  they  had  bored 
in  the  fhip  to  fink  her,  in  repairing  her  other 
damages,  and  freeing  her  from  the  ice  and  fnow, 
which  fuch  of  the  hands  as  were  able  purfued 
with  the  utmoft  alacrity  •,  and  by  the  twenty- 
eighth  the  cook,  by  inceffantly  pouring  boiling 
water  into  the  pumps,  had  let  them  both  free, 
and  they  delivered  water  very  well. 

On  the  twenty-ninth  it  rained  all  day  long, 
which  gave  them  the  utmoft  joy,  as  it  was  a  cer- 
tain fign  that  winter  was  broke  up  ;  and  though 
on  the  two  following  days  it  was  very  cold,  with 
hail  and  fnow,  yet  the  rain  had  given  them  fuch 
fpirits,  that  on  May  eve,  they  placed  themfelves 
round  a  good  fire,  and  toafted  their  reipecfive 
miftreffes  in  the  beft  liquor  they  had. 


CHAPTER 
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CHAP.       II. 

The  weather  growing  hot,  the  ice  breaks  ;  green  leaves  of  vetches  are  difcovered,  which  prove 
a  wonderful  refiorative  ;  they  find fome  ufefid ' fiores  in  the  hold  ;  they  jloat  the  /hip  into  the 

fea  ;  they  take  a  formal  pofjejjion  of  thofe  territories  for  the  kings  ufe  \  the  whole  ijland  fet 
on  fire;  captain  fames  fixes  up  an  account  of  his  adventures ;  a  defer  ipt  ion  of  the  ijland; 
they  fail  to  Danby  ijland  to  take  in  wood  ;  they  again  fet  fail,  and  are  expofed  to  many  hard- 

Jh'ips,  and  the  greatejl  danger from  forms,  rocks,  and  ice,  till  they  begin  to  dejpair  of  return- 
ing ;  the  captain  again  projecutes  the  intended  difcovery,  but  being  expojed  to  new  dangers, 
returns  to  England. 


AS  the  month  of  May  advanced,  the  thaw 
increafed  ;  though  on  the  fecond  the 
weather  was  fo  exceffive  cold,  that  thofe 
who  had  any  ftrength  did  not  dare  to  ftir  out  of 
doors  -,  and  it  made  the  fick,  who  fwooned  on 
being  turned  in  their  beds,  fo  very  fore,  that 
they  were  more  peevifh  than  ever. 

The  melted  fnovv  began  to  lie  in  plaihes  on  the 
fourth,  when  fome  geefe  and  cranes  making 
their  appearance,  the  captain  and  furgeon  went 
out  with  their  guns  to  try  if  they  could  kill  any 
for  the  fick  men  ;  but  the  birds  were  fo  my, 
that  after  above  two  hours  fpent  in  vain,  they 
returned,  being  unable  any  longer  to  endure  the 
fatigue  of  walking  through  the  newly-thawed 
fnow,  and  having  iuch  pains  in  their  limbs,  that 
the  captain  declared  he  thought  fhe  mould  have 
loft  his  legs. 

On  the  fixth  they  buried  John  Warden,  the 
matter's  chief  mate,  on  the  top  of  a  neighbour- 
ing iandy  hill,  which  they  called  Brandon  Hill. 

On  the  ninth  they  heaved  out  of  the  hold  five 
barrels  of  beef  and  pork,  four  butts  of  beer,  and 
a  calk  of  cyder,  which  to  their  great  joy  and 
furprize,  they  found  to  be  extremely  good,  tho' 
it  had  laid  under  the  ice  all  the  winter. 

On  the  twelfth  they  came  at  the  ftore  (hoes, 
which  being  dried  by  the  fire,  every  man  fitted 
himfelf  with  a  pair,  than  which  nothing  could 
be  more  agreeable  to  them,  as  the  fnow-water 
and  fiie  had  long  fince  deftroyed  their  other 
fhoes,  and  they  had  been  obliged  to  make  a 
wretched  fhift  by  wrapping  clouts'  about  their 
feet.  On  this  day  they  likewife  came  at  a  butt 
of  wine,   which  was  frozen  hard. 

They  now  examined  the  fhip,  in  which  they 
could  find  no  material  defect,  and  therefore  ho- 
ped fhc  was  ftaunch  ;  but  the  carpenter  was  of  a 
different  opinion,  alledging,  that  now  (he  lay 
on  the  ground,  her  defecls  were  filled  with  ice, 
by  which  alone  the  water  was  kept  out. 

The  rigging  being  dug  up  and  brought  afhore 
by  the  fourteenth,  the  boatfwain  and  other  hands 
laboured  hard  to  clear  it  from  the  ice  and  refit 
it,  while  the  cooper,  though  very  infirm,  was 
employed  in  repairing  the  calks  :  it  being  the 
captain's  intention,  if  he  could  not  otherwife  get 
the  fhip  eafily  off,  to  pals  fome  cables  under  her 
and  buoy  her  up  with  cafks. 

On  this  day  the  captain  having  made  fome 
fmaU  bullets  with  old  pewter  and  the  aprons  of 


the  guns,  for  he  would  not  touch  the  carpenter's 
fheet  lead,  fent  fome  perfons  to  endeavour  to  kill 
fome  wild  fowl  for  the  fick,  who  daily  grew 
worfe  and  v/orfe  :  and  on  the  fifth  he  manured  a 
fmall  fpot  of  ground  that  was  free  from  fnow} 
and  fowed  it  with  peafe,  in  hopes  of  having  forne 
few  greens,  to  the  ufe  of  which  they  had  been 
ftrangers  ever  fince  their  firft  landing. 

On  the  eighteenth  died  William  Cole  the  car- 
penter, who  had  nearly  compleated  the  pinnace, 
which  was  a  well  proportioned  veflel,  of  abou? 
fourteen  tons  burden,  twenty-feven  feet  by  the 
keel,  ten  feet  by  the  beam,  and  five  feet  in  the 
hold  :  this  man  was  buried  clofe  by  the  matter's 
mate  on  Brandon  Hill.  In  the  evening  of  the 
fame  day,  the  body  of  the  gunner,  who  died  fix 
months  before,  was  difcovered,  with  his  head 
downwards,  among  the  ice,  juft  under  the  gun- 
room ports ;  the  captain  ordered  the  body  to  be 
dug  out  and  buried  with  the  reft.  It  was  re- 
markable that  he  had  no  difagreeable  fmell  ;  the 
plaifter  was  flicking  to  his  wound,  and  he  was 
very  little  altered,  except  that  the  fleih  was  quite 
loofe  on  the  bones. 

By  this  time  the  fnow  was  pretty  well  wafted 
in  the  woods,  and  there  being  a  large  tree  on  the 
higheft  eminence  of  the  ifiand,  they  named  it 
the  Watch  Tower  •,  and  from  the  top  of  it  had 
a  view  of  the  fea,  but  could  yet  perceive  no  ap- 
pearance of  the  breaking  of  the  ice, 

The  twenty-firft  being  the  warmeft  fun-fhiny 
day  they  had  yet  felt,  the  captain  fent  two  men 
a  fowling,  while  himfelf,  with  the  mafter,  fur- 
geon, and  another  perfon,  taking  their  pieces 
and  dogs,  went  into  the  woods  in  fearch  of  what 
they  could  find  •,  but  after  wandering  eight  miles 
from  the  houfe,  they  returned  -without  having 
difcovered  either  animal  or  vegetable  that  was 
eatable  ;  nor  had  the  fowlers  better  fuccefs. 

In  this  excurfion  they  obferved  the  fnow  part- 
ly evaporated  in  the  woods,  for  it  does  not  melt 
there  with  the  fun  or  rain,  and  make  land  fioodi 
as  in  other  climates  ;  but  is  exhaled  by  the  fun, 
and  drawn  full  of  holes  like  a  honeycomb,  with- 
out wetting  the  fand  on  which  it  lies. 

The  weather  was  now  fometimes  fo  very  hot, 
that  they  could  not  endure  the  heat  of  the  fun 
beams,  and  yet  it  froze  very  hard  in  the  nights  : 
but  there  was  no  lign  of  the  ice  breaking  till  the 
twenty-fourth,  when  it  began  to  crack  all  over 
the  ifiand,  with  a  moft  dreadful  noife  ;  foon  after 
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which  it  broke  and  drove  with  the  tide  ;  and 
now  appeared  the  advantage  of  the  barricado  of 
ice,  which  it  was  evident  protected  the  fhip  from 
being  dallied  to  pieces. 

On  the  fame  day  one  of  the  men  ftriking  his 
lance  down  among  the  ice,  luckily  hit  upon  the 
rudder,  which  by  the  help  of  others,  was  got 
into  the  fhip.  In  the  mean  time  the  ice  began  to 
rife  into  high  heaps  againft  the  fhore  and  rocks  •, 
but  in  an  hour's  time  it  fettled  again.  This  was 
a  joyful  day,  and  all  the  men  joined  in  return- 
ing thanks  to  God  for  the  happy  profpect  that 
lay  before  them. 

The  lea  was  tolerably  clear  betwixt  the  fhip 
and  the  fhore  by  the  twenty-eighth  •,  and  on  the 
twenty-ninth,  being  prince  Charles's  birth-day, 
they  kept  holiday,  and  difplayed  his  majefty's 
colours  both  on  land  and  on  board,  and  named 
their  habitation  Charles-town,  by  contraction 
Charlio-.,  and  the  ifland  Charlton  Ifland. 

They  launched  their  boat  on  the  thirtieth, 
and  pafled  in  her  to  the  fliip,  a  circumftance  that 
gave  g;  cat  joy  to  the  whole  fhip's  crew. 

On  the  thirty-firft  they  found  fome  vetches, 
which  were  boiled  for  the  fick  •,  they  alfo  pre- 
pared their  fails  and  rigging,  dried  their  fhip,  and 
aired  their  provifions  ■,  there  being  only  the  cap- 
tain and  mailer  who  were  able  to  eat  any  thing 
fait.  The  cold  Hill  returned  with  great  feverity  •, 
notwithstanding  which  the  men  gathered  ftrength 
furprizingly  by  eating  the  green  vetches  they 
fo  providentially  difcovered  ;  lb  that  thofe  who 
had  been  unable  to  llir  for  two  or  three  months, 
could  now  endure  the  air,  and  were  able  to  walk 
about  the  houfe. 

They  gathered  the  leaves  of  thefe  vetches  foon 
after  they  appeared  out  of  the  ground,  and  hav- 
ing wafhed  and  boiled  them,  ate  them  with  the 
oil  and  vinegar  that  had  been  frozen  ■,  and  this 
food  was  fo  very  refrefhing,  that  moil  of  the 
nun  ate  nothing  elle.  They  likewife  ate  the 
vetches  raw,  with  their  bread,  and  fome  they 
bniifed,  mixing  the  juice  with  their  drink. 

The  health  of  the  men  being  by  thefe  means 
in  a  great  meafure  re-eftablifhed,  they  pumped 
the  water  out  of  the  fliip,  Leaved  out  all  the 
ballaft,  hung  on  the  rudder,  and  carrying  every 
thing  on  fliore,  rendered  the  veffel  as  light  as 
poffible. 

On  the  fixteenth  of  June  it  thundered  and 
lightened,  and  the  weather  was  fo  hot,  that 
feveral  of  the  failors  diverted  themlelves  with 
fwimming  :  in  the  ponds  were  great  numbers  of 
a  fort  of  frogs,  which  being  fpeckled  like  toads, 
the  men  were  afraid  to  eac  them  :  the  ground 
1  warmed  v/ith  ants,  and  the  air  was  filled  with 
butterflies,  horfe-flies,  and  feveral  other  fpecies, 
particularly  mofkitos,  which  were  exceedingly 
troublefome  :  and  captain  James  fuppofes  that 
thefe  lie  fenfelefs  in  the  old  rotten  wood  all  the 
winter,  and  are  revived  by  the  heat  of  the  fum- 
mer. 

Having  dug  the  fand  from  the  fides  of  the 
Ihip,  they  on  the  feventeenth  heaved  her  off  into 
a  foot  and  a  half  deeper  water,  where  they  moor- 
ed her,  and  on  the  evening  of  the  twenty-fecond 
they  towed  her  into  her  old  anchoring  place, 
where  fhe  had  rode  the  preeeedjng  year. 


On  the  twenty-fourth  captain  James,  who  had 
before  Ordered  a  very  high  tree  to  be  cut  down, 
and  a  crofs  to  be  made  of  it,  affixed  to  it  the 
pictures  of  King  Charles  and  his  Queen,  well 
drawn,  and  clofe  wrapped  in  lead,  fo  that  no  air 
could  poffibly  affect  them  ;  and  underneath  were 
inferted  his  Majeflies  titles,  viz.  "  Charles  King 
of  England,  Scotland,  France,  and  Ireland,  alfo 
of  Newfoundland,  and  the  territories  to  the  weft- 
ward  as  far  as  Nova  Albion,  and  to  the  north- 
ward to  the  latitude  of  eighty  degrees,  &c. 

On  the  outfide  of  the  lead  he  nailed  a  fhilling 
and  a  fixpence  of  King  Charles's  coin,  and  un- 
d^r  that  his  arms,  beneath  which  was  the  arms 
of  the  city  of  Briftol,  both  neatly  call  in  lead. 
This  crofs,  thus  ornamented,  they  erected  over 
their  dead  companions  on  the  top  of  Brandon- 
hill  ■,  at  the  fame  time  taking  polfeiTion  of  the 
country  in  his  Majefty's  name. 

On  the  twenty-fifth  the  boatfwain,  with  fome 
of  the  ableft  hands  to  aflift  him,  let  about  rigging 
the  fhip,  and  putting  the  provifions  and  other 
neceffaries  on  board. 

About  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  fame 
day,  the  captain,  attended  by  one  of  the  failors, 
with  a  lance  and  a  mulket,  went  to  the  watch 
tree,  to  make  a  fire  on  the  higheft  part  of  the 
ifland,  in  expectation  that  if  there  had  been  any 
favages  at  lea,  or  in  the  adjacent  illands,  they 
would  have  anfwered  it  by  another  fignal,  by 
which  means  he  might  have  gone  to  them,  and 
have  obtained  fome  ufeful  intelligence. 

The  captain  had  hardly  fettled  himfelf  on  the 
top  of  the  tree,  before  he  perceived  that  his  at- 
tendant had  unadvifedly  let  fire  to  fome  low 
trees  that  were  to  the  windward  of  him,  which 
catching  hold  of  the  dry  Hubble  or  furze  that  ran 
among  the  trees,  communicated  the  flame,  which 
ran  from  one  to  another  with  great  rapidity,, 
bending  its  courfe  towards  the  watch-tree,  io 
that  the  captain  was  obliged  to  make  a  leap  at 
the  hazard  of  his  neck,  and  though  he  made 
what  hafte  he  could,  down  a  freep  hill,  the  fire 
followed  fo  clofe  at  his  heels,  that  he  with  diffi- 
culty efcaped  being  burnt  to  death.  The  mul- 
ket and  lance,  which  had  been  laid  on  the  ground, 
were  both  burnt.  At  length  the  failor  overtook 
the  captain,  and  exprefling  great  joy  at  feeing 
him  alive,  they  went  home  together,  leaving  the 
fire  every  minute  increafing. 

The  wind  fluking  the  next  morning,  brought 
the  fire  down  upon  the  little  town  (as  they  called 
it)  of  the  fhip's  company  ;  and  they  had  fcarcely 
removed  their  tilings  into  a  place  of  fecurity,  be- 
fore it  laid  hold  of  their  houfe  and  ftorehoufe, 
which  it  burnt  to  alhes.  It  came,  down  with  a 
violent  crackling  noife,  in  breadth  more  than  a 
mile,  and  continuing  its  devaflation  for  two  days, 
confumed  all  before  it.  The  twenty-fixth  at 
night  they  all  lay  on  board,  returned  thanks  to 
heaven  for  their  prefervation,  and  thought  them- 
felves happier  than  ever  they  had  been  in  their 
lives  before. 

On  the  twenty-feventh  and  the  two  following 
days,  they  put  their  water  and  other  neceilaries 
aboard.  By  this  time  no  ice  was  to  be  feen  in 
the  bay,  it  being  all  gone  to  the  northward. 
The  feafon  was  now  extremely  unwholfome,  for 
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in  the  day  time,  the  heat,  which  was  greatly 
increaied  by  the  fandy  foil,  was  almoft  infqp- 
portablc  ;  yet  at  night  the  ponds  were  froze 
over  to  the  depth  of  an  inch  ;  but  no  other  in- 
convenience equalled  the  flinging  of  the  mof- 
kitos,  againft  which  there  was  fcarcely  any  de- 
fending themfelves  ;  for  though  they  made  bags 
to  put  their  heads  in,  out  of  pieces  of  an  old  flag, 
which  they  tore  for  that  purpofe,  thele  iniects 
made  their  way  through  it,  and  railed  hard  pim- 
ples on  the  fkin,  which  were  attended  with 
a  violent  itching  and  pain. 

On  the  firft  of  July,  being  Sunday,  they 
hoi  fled  the  fhip's  colours,  and  adorned  her  in  the 
bcft  manner  they  could  •,  after  which  the  crew 
went  afliore,  with  their  arms,  colours,  and 
drums,  and  walked  in  proceflion  to  the  place 
re  they  had  erected  the  crofs,  near  which  the 
lire  could  not  come,  on  account  of  its  being  en- 
compafild  by  a  bare  landy  ground.  Here  the 
captain  read  prayers,  and  then  they  walked  a- 
bout  till  dinner,  after  which  they  afcended  the 
hieheft  hills,  in  order  to  fee  how  the  fire  had 
fpread  ;  and  according  to  the  bed  judgment 
they  could  form,  the  conflagration  had  extend- 
ed more  than  fixteen  miles. 

After  evening  prayers,  the  captain  walking 
along  the  beach  fide,  found  a  herb  refembling 
fcurvy  grafs,  of  which  fome  was  gathered,  and 
being  boiled  with  the  meat  for  their  fupper,  it 
proved  a  molt  agreeable  food  :  Whereupon,  af- 
ter fupper,  they  vent  to  fearch  for  more  of  it, 
and  carried  off  about  two  bufhels. 

And  now  they  refolved  to  quit  this  place  en- 
tirely •,  but  firft,  the  captain  having  drawn  up  a 
fliort  account  of  his  expedition,  by  way  of  let- 
ter, for  the  information  of  any  perfon  who 
might  happen  to  touch  here  after  him,  enclofed 
it  in  a  leaden  cover,  and  fattened  it  to  the  crofs, 
under  the  king's  arms  ;  after  which  they  put  off 
their  boat,  and  never  again  let  foot  on  the 
ifland. 

The  foil  of  Charlton  ifland,  as  well  as  of  the 
other  iflands  near  it,  and  of  the  main  land,  is  a 
light  white  land,  and  covered  over  with  a  white 
mofs,  except  a  few  bare  fpots  on  the  hills  and 
ether  places  •,  it  is  full  of  ftirubs  and  low  bufhes-, 
but  where  it  is  bare,  the  land  drives  with  the 
wind  like  duft. 

This  ifland  was  very  full  of  trees,  particularly 
fpruce  and  juniper  ;  but  the  largeft  tree  captain 
James  law,  was  only  about  eighteen  inches  in 
diameter.  They  faw  many  foxes  all  the  winter, 
feveral  of  which  they  killed  ;  but  thefe  all  went 
away  in  May.  They  had  likewife  a  fight  of 
fome  other  imall  beafts,  and  a  few  bears,  but 
they  were  not  able  to  kill  any  of  them. 

On  Monday  the  fecond  of  July,  all  hands 
were  up  early  in  the  morning,  and  having  put 
all  things  to  rights,  they  chearfully  weighed  an- 
chor, and  ftood  over  for  Dan  by  ifland,  to  take 
in  more  wood.  They  had  ftill  a  confiderable 
quantity  of  the  provifions  they  brought  from 
England,  and  the  fhip  was  to  all  appearance 
free  from  damage,  and  able  to  laft  the  intended 
voyage. 

When  they  arrived  at  Danby  ifland,  the  cap- 
tain and  fome  of  his  people  went  on  fhore,  where 
they  found  feveral  ftakes,  about  the  thicknefs  of 
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a  man's  arm,  driven  into  the  ground  to  the 
depth  of  a  foot  and  a  half.  Thele  being  pulled 
up,  were  found  pointed  by  a  hatchet,  or  fome 
other  edged  tool ;  and  about  the  place  where 
they  had  been  driven,  were  evident  marks  of 
fire. 

This  difcovery  increafed  the  captain's  defire  of 
feeing  fome  of  the  favages,  from  whom  he 
hoped  to  increafe  his  knowledge  of  the  lituation 
ot  thofe  parts  ;  and,  if  pofiible,  to  let  on  foot 
fome  commerce  that  might  prove  beneficial  to 
his  native  country  :  but  this  hope  he  indulged 
in  vain,  for  no  inhabitants  of  any  fort  ap- 
peared. 

He  returned  on  board  about  four  in  the  after- 
noon, but  the  wind  coming  about  contrary,  he 
came  to  anchor  for  that  night  off  Charlton  ifland; 
from  whence  he  bore  away  to  the  weft  the  fol- 
lowing day  ;  and  about  noon  difcovered  a  large 
quantity  of  ice  to  the  northward,  and  foon  after 
law  the  weftern  land  all  frozen.  The  channel 
in  which  they  now  were  was  very  dangerous,  be- 
ing full  of  rocks  and  fhoals,  lb  that  they  were 
obliged  to  keep  the  lead  continually  going. 

From  the  fifth  of  the  month  to  the  twenty- 
firft,  they  made  very  little  way,  being  either  re- 
tarded by  fogs  fo  thick  as  almoft  to  blind  them, 
or  by  the  ice,  which  drove  againft  them  with 
fuch  force,  that  they  had  great  reafon  to  fear 
the  fhip  would  be  dallied  to  pieces  from  the  re- 
peated ftiocks  fhe  received  •,  but  Ihe  happily 
out-rid  it  all  with  great  fteadinefs.  The  hatches 
indeed  were  conftantly  left  open,  that  the  men 
might  have  frequent  opportunities  of  feeing 
and  repairing  any  damage  that  might  befall 
her. 

Amidft  thefe  repeated  dangers,  the  captain 
often  heard  the  men  fay,  that  they  thought  thofe 
happy  who  had  been  buried  on  the  ifland  ;  and 
that  if  they  had  a  thoufand  pounds  they  would 
give  it  to  lay  by  them,  fince  their  fate  in  the 
end  would  be  only  to  ftarve  upon  a  piece  of 
ice.  The  captain  liftcned  to  the  poor  fellows 
complaints  with  patience,  and  comforted  them 
as  much  as  lay  in  his  power. 

On  the  twenty-fecond,  after  a  rough  boifter- 
ous  night,  and  a  ftinking  thick  fog  in  the  morn- 
ing, the  weather  cleared  up,  and  they  difcover- 
ed land,  which  they  knew  to  be  cape  Henrietta 
Maria  ;  whereupon  they  inftantly  ftood  in  for 
it,  and  in  the  mean  time  made  a  crofs,  to  which 
they  affixed  the  king's  arms,  and  the  arms  of  the 
city  of  Briftol. 

They  came  to  an  anchor  in  fix  fathoms  water, 
within  a  mile  of  the  ihore  ;  when  hoifting  out 
the  boat,  and  taking  their  arms  and  dogs,  they 
landed,  and  erected  the  crofs  upon  the  higheft. 
eminence. 

They  here  faw  many  deer,  but  though  they 
ftole  towards  them,  and  then  fet  on  the  dogs, 
the  deer  eafily  out-ftripped  them,  fo  that  after 
having  tired  both  themfelves  and  dogs,  they  left 
off  the  chace  ;  and  having  catched  half  a  dozen 
young  geefe,  by  wading  on  the  pools,  they  re- 
turned to  their  boat. 

As  thefe  dogs  had  been  very  mifchievous  on 
'  board  the  fhip,  frequently  dealing  the  meat  out 
of  the  water  in  which  it  was  left  to  foak,  cap- 
tain James  caufed  them  to  be  left  on  (hore  ;  one 
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of  them  having  a  collar  about  his  neck,  in  order 
that  he  might  be  known  if  found  by  future  dif- 
coverers. 

They  returned  on  board  in  the  evening,  and 
flood  out  to  lea,  in  order  to  weather  the  cape,  it 
being  a  moon-fhiny  night,  and  the  wind  blow- 
ing Irefh  -,  but  .is  the  ice  bore  very  hard  upon 
them,  all  hands  were  ordered  upon  deck  to  man 
*the  poles,  to  each  of  which  there  was  a  neceffi- 
ty  for  having  four  men  ;  and  thus  they  made  a 
fhift  to  keep  it  tolerably  well  of,  though  fome- 
times  it  overpowered  their  utmoft  efforts,  and 
came  againft  the  fide  of  the  fhip  with  the  molt 
violent  fhocks. 

They  laboured  for  fome  weeks  in  extremities 
of  this  kind,  giving  and  receiving  feveral  hun- 
dred dreadful  blows  in  a  day  •,  fometimes  ufing 
their  fails,  and  at  others,  when  they  could  get  a  lit- 
tle into  open  water,  having  recourfe  to  their  an- 
chors, in  order  to  fuffer  the  ice  to  drive  to  lee- 
ward. 

At  other  times  they  were  inclofed  among  the 
ice  when  it  would  break  and  rife  in  iuch  a 
manner  as  made  them  apprehenfive  of  being 
daihed  to  pieces  every  moment  :  befides,  the 
nights  were  fo  extremely  dark  that  there  was 
no  feeing  what  was  to  be  done. 

The  fhip  at  length  became  fo  very  leaky  that 
they  were  obliged  to  pump  every  half  watch  ; 
whereupon  the  captain  called  a  council,  when 
it  being  the  general  opinion  that  it  was  im- 
poffible  to  proceed  on  occount  of  the  ice,  the 
captain  determined  that  when  the  wind  blew 
the  ice  off  the  fouth  lhore,  he  would  than  at- 
tempt to  get  between  the  ice  and  the  land.  He 
well  knew  that  this  was  a  defperate  refolution, 
all  the  coaft  being  fhoal  and  foul  ground,  filled 
with  rocks  and  ftones  •,  but  the  wind  coming 
about  to  the  fouth,  he  foon  carried  this  project 
into  execution. 

On  the  firft  of  Auguft  they  were  again  ob- 
liged to  ftruggle  with  the  ice,  and  the  wind 
being  contrary,  were  forced  to  come  to  anchor 
near  the  fhore,  where  many  pieces  of  ice  were 
aground  in  fhoal  water,  and  few  of  them  at  a 
greater  diftance  from  each  other  than  a 
cable's  length.  The  next  day  they  were  in- 
clofed by  prodigious  large  pieces,  to  one  of 
which,  as  it  was  a  thick  fog,  they  made  the 
fhip  faft. 

On  the  third,  fourth  and  fifth  of  this  month 
they  were  ftill  inclofed,  and  the  wind  blew 
fuch  a  ftorm,  that  endeavouring  to  get  forward 
to  the  weftward,  the  fhip  ftruck  fuch  violent 
blows  as  made  all  the  fore-part  crack.  The 
fhip  now  made  a  ton  of  waterevery  watch,  which 
they  pumped  out  before  they  engaged  in  any 
other  employment. 

About  noon  on  the  fifth  they  were  in  latitude 
fifty-five  degrees,  about  twelve  leagues  diftance 
from  Cape  Henrietta  Maria,  which  was  all  they 
had  gained  lince  the  twenty-fecond  of  July. 
It  blew  a  violent  ftorm  at  weft-north  weft  all 
night,  .  nd  about  midnight,  the  hawfer,  which 
they  had  faftened  to  a  piece  of  ice,  broke,  and 
they  loft  four  fathoms  of  it.  The  fhip  beat 
all  night  in  a  moft  dreadful  manner,  being 
toifed  from    one  piece  to  another,    tor   as  it 


was  dark  the  captain  was  afraid  to  tiuft  his  men 
on  the  ice  to  attempt  to  make  her  faft  again,  for 
fear  of  loofing  them. 

On  the  feventh,  the  wind  turning  to  eaft, 
they  again  got  into  open  water  •,  but  their  dan- 
gers were  by  no  means  at  end  •,  for  the  wind 
foon  fhifting,  a  range  of  ice  drove  towards 
them  •,  this  they  happily  prevented  from  run- 
ning foul  of  them,  but  were  in  a  little  time 
furrounded  by  it,  fo  that  all  their  hopes  of  fafety 
vanifhed. 

They  were  no  fooner  releafed  from  this  diffi- 
culty, than  they  encountered  new  diftreffes  ; 
fhoals  of  ice,  fogs,  and  ftorrns,  ftill  feeming 
to  confpire  their  deitructicn,  till  the  ninth  of 
Auguft,  by  which  time  they  got  clear  of  the 
imminent  dangers  to  which  for  feveral  weeks 
paft  they  had  been  expefed. 

Captain  James  now  relumed  his  defign  of 
attempting  the  difcovery  of  a  north-weft  paf- 
fage  :  and  therefore  looked  into  Cary's  Swan's 
neft,  and  Ne  Plus  Ultra.  On  the  twenty- 
fourth  he  made  Nottingham  ifland  :  but  at 
eight  in  the  evening  it  began  to  blow  a  very  ftiff 
gale,  which  by  nine  increa  ?d  to  a  violent  ftorm, 
which  continued  all  night,  and  till  the  evening 
of  the  next  day. 

By  two  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  twenty- 
fixth  they  were  fuddenly  got  among  the  ice, 
when  the  moon  fhining,  they  perceived  it,  and 
would  have  flayed  tire  fhip  ;  but  it  was  fo  near, 
and  fo  thick  to  the  windward,  that  they  did 
not  dare  :  the  veffel  therefore  ftruck  on  the  ice 
with  great  violence,  and  in  the  morning  they 
could,  from  the  top-maft  head,  difcern  great 
quantities  of  it  to  the  north,  the  north- weft, 
and  round  by  the  fouth  to  the  eaft ;  which  giv- 
ing them  all  great  uncrafinefs,  the  captain 
called  a  confutation  of  his  officers,  in  which 
they  all  gave  their  opinion,  in  writing,  that 
it  would  be  impoffible  to  make  any  advan- 
tage by  continuing  longer  in  thole  feas  : 
whereupon  the  captain  ordered  the  pilot 
to  put  about  the  helm  and  fleer  for  Eng- 
land. 

On  the  twenty-feventh  the  wind  came  about 
at  north  weft,  with  fnow  and  very  cold  weather 
during  which  many  huge  concretions  of  ice, 
fome  of  which  were  higher  than  the  top-maft 
head,  fwept  by  them  :  On  the  thirty- firft  of 
this  month  they  were  in  the  narroweft  part 
of  the  ftreight,  and  law  the  land  covered  with 
ice. 

In  the  beginning  of  September  they  clear- 
ed the  ftreights,  and  met  with  various  winds, 
and  fuch  extreme  cold,  that  it  was  with  diffi- 
culty the  men  could  take  in  the  top  and  fprit- 
fails  in  an  evening. 

On  the  eighth  they  had  a  tumbling  fea,  the 
wind  coming  in  fqualls,  and  the  fhip  rolling  to 
fuch  a  degree,  that  they  were  afraid  fhe  would 
have  brought  her  mails  by  the  board  ;  befides, 
her  feams  gaped  fo  much  that  all  the  crew  lay- 
wet,  and  fhe  was  fo  leaky  that  they  were  obliged 
to  pump  her  continually. 

After  this  day,  however,  they  faw  no  more 
ice,  the  wind  was  in  their  favour,  the  fhip 
made  tolerably   good  way,    and  without  any 
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other  remarkable  accident,  they  arrived  in  Erif- 
tol  road  on  the  twenty -fecond  of  October. 

When  the  fhip  was  brought  into  harbour,  and 
laid  up  in  a  dry  duck,  they  examined  her  de- 
tects ;  and  it  appeared  altogether  aftonilhing 
that  flie  had  ever  made  herdciired  port  ;  tor  be- 
sides other  material  damages,  fhe  had  lofi  four- 
teen feet  of  her  keel,  her  cutwater,  and  great 
part  of  her  fheathing  j  her  timbers  were  cracked 
within  the  board,  and  in  one  place  the  fharp 
rocks  had  pierced  through,  a  full  inch  and  a 
half  above  the  fheathing.  Captain  James  gives 
it  as  his  opinion  that  there  is  no  north  weft  pailage 
at  all  :  and  his  reafons  for  it  are  thefe  :  that 
there  is  conftant  tide  lets  into  Hudfon's  ftreights, 
the  flood  coming  from  the  eaftward  ;  that  the 
lea  produces  fcarcely  any  filh  ;  that  it  is  covered 


over  with  ice,  which  he  thinks,  is  generated  by 
fnoals  and  bays  •,  that  this  ice  would  certainly 
have  been  broken  and  disjoined,  if  there  was  a 
free  ocean  beyond  it,  for  -he  found  this  the  cafe 
in  parting  through  the  ftreights  into  the  fea  to 
the  eaftward  ;  and  laftly,  he  obferves  that  the 
ice  drives  out  always  to  the  eaftward  at  Hudfon's 
bay. 

He  likewife  labours  to  prove,  that  no  great 
advantage  would  refult  from  this  pafiawe,  if  it 
was  really  difcovered  ;  for  the  multiplicity  of 
dangerous  ice  and  fhoals  in  thofe  latitudes,  make 
it  unfit  for  a  veflel  to  venture  thither  with  any 
valuable  cargo  ;  befides  which,  he  fays,  that  to 
the  fouthward,  a  thoufand  leagues  may  be  foon- 
er  made,  than  a  hundred  here,  and  with  lefs 
danger. 


A  BRIEF  NARRATIVE  of  the  wonderful  prefervation  of 
eight  men,  who  were  left  behind  by  their  fhip's  company 
in  the  year  1630,   on  the  coaft  of  GREENLAND. 


THREE  fhips  were  fent  in  the  year  1630, 
by  the  Ruffia  company  of  London,  to 
fifh  for  whale  and  fea-morfe,  upon  the 
coaft  of  Greenland  :  one  of  them  was  called  the 
Salutation,  which  arrived  with  a  fair  wind  at  the 
place  of  her  detonation,  and  after  a  few  days 
cruize,  fent  her  fhallop  afhore  with  eight  men  to 
catch  venifon,  furnifhing  them  with  a  brace  of 
dogs,  a  firelock,  two  lances,  and  a 'tinder  box; 
the  veflel  at  that  time  riding  within  four  leagues 
of  Black-point,  and  five  of  Maiden  Paps,  a  place 
famous  for  plenty  of  excellent  deer. 

On  the  fifteenth  of  June,  it  being  a  fine  clear 
day,  the  fhallop  made  the  land  in  about  four 
hours  :  and  the  men  going  afhore,  killed  four- 
teen good  deer  •,  after  which  fuccefs,  being  quite 
fatigued  with  rowing  and  hunting,  they  fat  down 
to  eat  fuch  victuals  as  they  had  brought  with 
them  -,  and  night  now  coming  on,  they  agreed 
to  reft  where  they  were,  being  unanimoufly  of 
opinion  that  to  feek  the  fliip  in  the  dark,  would 
be  a  dangerous  and  perhaps  a  fruitlefs  attempt. 

On  the  next  morning,  the  wind  driving  hard 
at  fouth,  and  great  quantities  of  ice  being  betwixt 
the  fhore  and  the  fhip,  fhe  was  obliged  to  put 
farther  to  lea  out  of  fight  of  the  fhallop  •,  and 
this  motion,  for  which  the  men  of  the  fhallop 
could  not  account,  giving  them  fome  uneafinefs, 
they  thought  that  the  belt  thing  they  could  do, 
would  be  to  hunt  along  the  fhore  till  they  came 
to  Green  Harbour,  where  another  of  the  concert- 
fhips  was  ftationed,  intending  to  ftay  with  her 
till  they  fhould  hear  tidings  of  their  own  veflel, 
which  they  began  to  fear  was  inclofed  among  the 
drift  ice. 

In  their  way  to  Green  Harbour,  keeping  clofe 
to  the  fhore,  they  killed  eight  deer  more,  all 
which  they  put  on  board  the  fhallop  :  but  on 
the  feventeenthjwhen  they  arrived  at  Green  Har- 


bour, they  had  the  mortification  to  find  that  the 
other  fhip  was  departed  •,  a  misfortune  as  fur- 
prizing  as  it  was  unexpected,  as  it  was  certain  fhe 
had  not  a  fufficient  flock  of  provifion  for  a  home- 
ward-bound voyage. 

As  it  now  wanted  but  three  days  of  the  time 
limited  for  the  fhips  to  depart  from  that  coaft, 
they  began  to  be  very  uneaiy,  and  therefore  de- 
termined to  endeavour  to  reach  Bell-Sound, 
which  was  a  place  appointed  for  a  general  ren- 
dezvous :  and  to  lighten  the  fhallop,  that  fhe 
might  make  more  way,  they  heaved  all  their 
venifon  overboard. 

They  reckoned  the  diftance  from  Green  Har- 
bour to  Bell-Sound  to  be  fixteen  leagues,  and 
that  night  they  reached  the  point  of  Nefle,  which 
they  fuppofed  to  be  about  half  way  •,  but  here 
they  were  obliged  to  come  to  an  anchor  in  a 
pretty  fecure  ftation,  between  two  rocks,  for 
the  fog  was  fo  thick  that  they  could  not  fee  above 
a  foot  from  them. 

About  noon  the  next  day  the  weather  cleared 
up,  when  they  left  this  cove,  and  laboured  hard 
at  the  oars  without  coming  in  fight  of  Bell-Sound, 
which  they  overfhot  at  leaft  ten  leagues  to  the 
fouthward,  towards  Horn-Sound  :  nor  will  this 
miftake  appear  very  extraordinary,  when  we 
confider  that  they  had  no  compafs  on  board,  and 
that  none  of  the  people  were  well  enough  ac- 
quainted with  the  land,  to  be  quite  certain  of 
it  even  if  they  faw  it. 

After  fome  deliberation,  it  was  determined 
that  they  had  gone  too  far  to  the  fouthward  1 
upon  which,  in  fpite  of  the  obftinate  perfuafionss 
of  William  Fakely  the  gunner,  they  went  upon 
a  northward  tack,  which  was  the  right  courfe, 
and  foon  came  within  two  miles  of  the  point  ; 
when  the  weather  being  clear  the  high  land  was 
very  plain  ;  which  Fakely  obferving,  ftarted  up 
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in  a  paflion,  and  infifted  that  they  were  upon  a 
wrong  courfe,  for  the  land  before  them  had  not 
the  lead  appearance  of  Bell-Sound  •,  whereupon 
they  were  perfuadcd  to  fteer  again  to  the  fouth- 
ward,  which  was  the  caufe  of  all  their  fubiequent 
misfortunes. 

Having  continued  in  this  courfe  a  long  while, 
they  began  to  be  convinced  that  Bell-Sound 
could  not  lay  to  the  fouthward  ■,  whereupon  they 
determined  again  to  go  north,  which  lb  irritated 
the  felf-conceited  gunner,  that  he  refufed  to  fteer 
any  longer,  and  abandoned  the  guiding  oar  to 
the  care  of  Edward  Pelham. 
'  The  wind  being  now  large  the  fhallop  ran 
before  it,  and  on  the  twenty-firft  came  in 
fight  of  the  found ;  but  the  wind  juft  then 
changing  to  the  eaft-north-eaft,  blew  out  of 
it,  fo  that  they  were  obliged  to  take  in  their 
fails,  and  apply  to  their  oars,  by  the  help  of 
which  they  came  within  two  miles  of  the  fhore, 
where  they  coved,  being  obliged  fo  to  do,  or 
drive  to  the  leeward. 

They  were  all  now  convinced  that  this  was 
Bell-Sound,  and  the  very  place  on  which  they 
had  turned  their  backs  but  a  few  days  before  : 
c»'cn  Fakely  himfelf  confeffed  his  error.  They 
firft  fearched  for  a  convenient  harbour  for  the 
fhallop,  in  which  they  lecured  her,  and  then 
lent  two  of  the  failors  overland  to  the  tent  at 
Bell-Sound,  which  was  at  ten  miles  diftance, 
to  fee  if  there  were  any  figns  of  the  fhips,  of 
which,  however,  they  had  but  little  hope,  as 
the  time  allotted  for  their  ftay  was  expired, 
and  there  had  been  a  fair  wind  for  them  out- 
ward. 

The  meffengers  returned  without  being  able 
to  bring  any  news  of  the  fhips  :  however,  they 
refolved  to  leave  no  placeuntried, where  therewas 
a  probability  that  the  fhips  might  remain;  where- 
fore they  agreed  to  vifit  Bottle  Cove,  at  the  dift- 
ance of  about  three  leagues  on  the  other  fide  of 
the  Sound,  which  place  they  reached  on  the 
twenty-fecond,  but  to  no  purpofe  ;  there  ap- 
peared not  the  leaft  hope  of  relief. 

Having  maturely  deliberated  on  their  prefent 
melancholy  fituation,  and  mutually  exhorted 
each  other  to  rely  on  the  protection  of  heaven, 
and  bear  with  fortitude  the  diftreffes  that  feem- 
ed  to  threaten  them,  they  determined  to  feek 
the  beft  means  in  their  power  of  fecuring  them- 
feives  from  the  attacks  of  the  winter,  and  all 
the  horrid  train  of  inconveniencies,  to  which, 
thus  deftitute  of  all  the  neceffaries  and  comforts 
of  life,  they  muft  neceffarily  be  expofed. 

The  firft  ftep  towards  their  fecurity,  was  judg- 
ed to  be  the  laying  in  a  ftock  of  provifions  ;  for 
which  purpofe  it  was  univerfally  agreed  to  take 
the  a  1  vantage  of  the  firft  fair  weather,  and  o-o  to 
Gre^n  Harbour  to  kill  venifon. 

Accordingly,  on  the  twenty-fifth  of  Auguft, 
the  wind  being  favourable,  they  put  out  the 
fhallop,  and  fteering  for  that  place,  arrived  at 
it  in  twelve  hours.  They  here  fixed  their  oars 
faft  in  the  ground,  and  throwing  over  them 
the  fail  of  the  fhallop,  they  formed  an  in- 
different kind  of  a  tent,  under  which  thev  refted 
for  that  night,  which  being  very  fair  and  clear, 
they  flept  but  a  little  while,  and  then  role  to  fet 


out  for  Cole's  Park,  to  which  they  went  by  the 
advice  of  Thomas  Ayres,  who  knew  it  to  be 
well  ftored  with  venifon  ;  and  here  they  killed 
feven  deer  and  four  bears  the  fame  day  ;  all 
which  they  intended  to  ftore  up  for  food. 

The  weather  now  beginning  to  grow  cloudy, 
and  unfit  for  hunting,  they  made  the  beft  of  their 
way  back  to  Green  Harbour,  where  they  erect- 
ed a  tent  with  their  fails  and  oars,  and  having 
eat  of  luch  food  as  they  had,  flept  tolerably  well 
for  that  night. 

The  next  morning  proving  fair  and  dry  wea- 
ther, they  left  John  Dawes  and  William  Fakely 
to  take  care  of  the  tent,  and  prepare  victuals  a- 
gainft  their  leturn,  and  went  on  board  the  fhal- 
lop, fteering  towards  Cole's  Park  ;  where  they 
had  not  been  long  before  they  law  feven  deer 
feeding  en  the  fide  of  a  hill,  i;x  of  v.hich,  with 
the  l.eip  of  their  cogs,  they  killed. 

As  the  weather  now  grew  dull,  they  did  not 
chufe  to  go  farther  than  ihis  hill,  round  which 
they  continued  to  hunt  all  •  ay,  and  brought 
down  fix  dcers  more;  but  night  coming  on, 
with  wind  and  rain,  they  haftened  to  their  tent 
for  that  night,  where  they  continued  all  the  fol- 
lowing day,  which  was  ftormy,  cold  and  wet. 

They  found  on  the  fhore  another  fhallop,  be- 
longing to  the  company's  fhips,  which  always 
leave  two  or  three  behind  them  ;  on  board  of* 
this,  therefore,  and  there  own  together,  they 
flowed  their  provificn,  which  conlilted  of  bears, 
venifon,  and  the  greaves  of  the  whales  that  had 
been  boiled  here  that  year  ;  and  then  divided 
themfelvts  into  two  companies,  intending  for 
Bell-Sound,\vhere  thev  had  determined  to  winter; 
but  the  approach  of  night  prevented  thcrq  from 
proceeding  for  that  time  ;  and  the  next  day  be- 
ing Sunday,  they  chofe  not  to  ftir  out,  but  kept 
the  fabbath  in  a  proper  manner. 

On  Monday  morning,  the  weather  being  fine, 
they  fet  off,  but  could  then  only  reach  hall  way; 
and  en  Tueiday  came  to  Bottle  Cove,  and  as 
the  wind  was  high,  remained  there  till  the  next 
day. 

In  the  mean  time  it  blew  fo  hard,  and  the  fea 
ran  fo  high,  that  their  fhallops,  lafhed  to  each 
other,  were  both  filled  with  water,  and  fome  of 
the  provifion  was  wafhed  over-board ;  fo  that  they 
were  obliged  to  wade  to  recover  it ;  after  which 
they  by  main  ftrength  heaved  the  fhallops  upon  the 
fhore,  where  they  faftened  them  with  a  hawfer 
and  grapnels  ;  and  here  they  determined  to  let 
them  lie  till  the  wind  fhould  come  about  to  fa- 
vour their  expedition  to  Bell  Sound,  which  at 
length  they  reached  on  the  third  of  September 
without  any  accident. 

Their  firft  care  was  now  to  unlade  their  provi- 
vifions,  and  lay  it  up  carefully  in  their  tent, 
which  was  the  place  deftined  for  their  winter  ha- 
bitation :  but  this  tent  was  very  different  from  what 
they  had  before  made  out  of  the  fails  and  oars 
of  the  fhallop  ;  for  this  was  a  kind  of  houfe  built 
by  the  Flemings,  for  the  ufe  of  fuch  of  the  mer- 
chant-fhips  of  the  low  countries  as  puriued  the 
fifliery  on  this  coaft  :  it  was  built  of  timber  pret- 
ty fubftantially  joined,  and  covered  with  Flemifh 
tiles  :  it  was  about  eighty  feet  long  and  fifty 
broad,    its   principal  ufe   being  to   fhelter  the 
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coopers,  while  they  were  employed  in  making 
cafks  for  the  train  oil. 

By  this  time  the  weather  was  become  very 
cold,  and  the  frofts  fo  fevere,  that  there  was  no 
venturing  on  another  voyage  to  Green  Harbour, 
left  the  found  fhould  be  frozen  fo  as  to  hinder 
their  return  by  fea,  and  by  land  it  was  too  rug- 
ged and  mountainous  to.  be  attempted  :  fo  that 
they  were  obliged,  for  the  prefent,  to  give  over 
all  thoughts  of  deer-hunting,  and  apply  them- 
felves  to  making  their  habitation  as  warm  and 
compact  as  pofiible. 

For  this  purpofe  they  propofed  to  make  a 
fmaller  tent  within  the  great  one  ;  and  for  this 
they  were  fupplied  with  deal  boards,  pods,  and 
rafters,  from  a  fmall  hovel  that  had  been  built 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  other,  for  the  re- 
ception of  the  company's  oil.  The  chimneys 
of  the  furnaces  furnifhed  them  with  bricks,  and 
by  great  good  fortune  they  found  four  hogfheads 
of  line  lime,  which  being  mixed  with  fea-fand, 
made  an  excellent  cement. 

Fakely  and  Pelham  were  employed  in  build- 
ing a  wall  of  the  thicknefs  of  one  brick,  againfl 
the  inner  planks  within  the  great  tent,  while  the 
reft  laboured  at  their  different  appointments  •, 
for  while  one  pulled  down  the  chimneys,  a  fe- 
cond  cleaned  the  bricks,  and  a  third  carried  them 
in  bafkets  to  the  mafons  •,  another  again  was 
employed  in  tempering  the  mortar,  one  formed 
the  boards,  and  the  laft  cured  the  venifon. 

As  they  had  no  more  bricks  than  ferved  to 
raife  two  fides  of  the  new  building,  they  were 
obliged  to  make  the  other  two  in  the  following 
manner  •,  they  ereded  polls,  which  were  a  foot 
in  diameter,  at  proper  diftances  from  each  other, 
and  nailed  boards  on  each  fide,  fo  that  the  mid- 
dle was  a  hollow,  which  they  filled  up  with  lime 
and  fand  rammed  in  as  hard  as  pofiible,  where- 
by the  air  was  effectually  kept  out,  and  the  place 
rendered  amazingly  warm. 

The  whole  was  covered  with  deals  interlining 
each  other  five  or  fix  times,  without  leaving  the 
fmalleft  opening  :  the  chimney,  which  ferved  at 
the  fame  time  by  way  of  window,  was  a  vent 
into  the  greater  tent  •,  for  they  removed  a  few 
tiles  from  the  top,  and  thereby  made  a  hole  that 
admitted  light,  and  afforded  a  pafiage  to  the 
fmoke.  They  lined  the  door  with  a  bed,  which, 
when  it  was  fhut,  quite  flopped  up  all  the 
chinks. 

Their  next  bufinefs  was  to  make  four  cabins, 
in  which  they  lodged  two  and  two  ;  and  their 
beds,  which  were  far  from  being  contemptible, 
were  made  of  dried  deer-fkins  :  for  firing  they 
broke  up  feven  old  unferviceable  fhallops  that 
lay  on  the  fhore,  and  piled  the  pieces,  with 
fome  other  fuel  they  had  collected,  over  the 
beams,  by  which  the  fnow,  even  if  it  fhould  by 
any  chance  penetrate  through  the  tiles,  would 
be  prevented  from  coming  quite  down  upon 
them. 

There  was  now  fcarce  any  day,  it  being  almoft 
a  continual  twilight ;  and  as  the  weather  was 
very  cold,  they  kept  large  fires  •,  but  in  order  to 
make  the  moft  of  their  fuel,  when  they  went  to 
reft  they  raked  up  all  the  afhes  and  embers  over 
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a  piece  of  elm,  which  when  uncovered,  after 
lying  perhaps  fixteen  hours,  afforded  a  very  great 
heat ;  and  by  thefe  means,  with  proper  care, 
their  fuel  lafted  eight  months,  during  which  their 
fire  never  went  out. 

On  the  twelfth  of  September  there  came  fome 
drift-ice  into  the  found,  upon  one  piece  of  which 
they  law  two  fea-horfes  faft  afleep  ;  whereupon 
they  put  out  the  boat,  and  taking  an  old  har- 
poon and  a  rope,  approached  them  gently,  that 
they  might  not  wake  till  they  were  very  near, 
when  William  Fakely  made  fo  excellent  a  ftroke 
at  the  old  one,  that  the  harpoon  ftuck  fo  faft  in 
her,  that  fhe  could  not  dilengage  herfelf,  but 
was  foon  killed  with  a  lance,  as  was  likewife  the 
young  one,  whofe  affection  for  its  parent  was 
fuch,  that  it  fwani  clofe  to  the  boat,  when  the 
body  of  the  dam  was  taken  in,  and  fhewed  not 
the  ieaft  inclination  to  efcape. 

Thefe  were  foon  haled  afhore,  and  when 
roafted,  afforded  an  excellent  and  plentiful 
meal  :  and  on  the  nineteenth  of  September  they 
law  many  others  in  the  found,  but  thefe  being 
more  watchful  only  one  of  them  was  taken. 

By  the  tenth  of  October  the  cold  was  growri 
very  fevere,  and  the  feas  were  frozen  as  far  as 
the  eye  could  reach  ;  and  as  their  cloaths  began 
to  be  tattered,  they  made  needles  of  whalebone, 
and  picking  thread  out  of  the  rope-yarn,  they 
ufed  their  beft  endeavours  to  keep  their  rags  to- 
gether. They  ripped  a  piece  of  lead  from  one 
of  the  coolers,  of  which  they  made  a  kind  of 
lamp,  fupplying  it  with  oil  which  they  found  in 
the  cooper's  tent,  and  ufing  rope-yarn  for  the 
wick  ;  and  this  afforded  them  a  light  which  was 
very  comfortable. 

From  a  neighbouring  clift  there  ran  a  conftant 
ftream,  which  falling  into  a  kind  of  refervoir 
very  near  them,  fupplied  them  with  drink,  as 
they  were  careful  to  clear  away  the  ice  from  it 
every  day  with  their  pick- axes  ;  and  this  agree- 
able refrefhment  they  enjoyed  till  January,  when 
the  froft  became  fo  fevere  that  it  flowed  no  long- 
er, fo  that  they  were  obliged  to  drink  fnow-wa- 
ter  melted  with  hot  irons. 

By  the  latter  end  of  September  they  began  to 
find  that  there  was  but  little  probability  of  in- 
creafing  their  ftock  of  provifions,  except  now 
and  then  with  a  chance  bear  •,  fo  that  they  were 
obliged  to  hufband  their  food,  which  they  did  in 
the  following  manner  ;  for  four  days  in  the  week 
they  ftinted  themfelves  to  one  reafonable  meal  of 
flefh  a  day  •,  and  on  Wednefdays  and  Fridays 
they  fed  upon  the  greaves  of  whales,  which  are 
fuch  fcraps  of  fat  as  are  ufually  thrown  away 
when  the  oil  is  prefied  out  of  them  ;  and  this 
food  they  continued  to  eat  regularly  about  three 
months  •,  at  the  end  of  which  they  were  obliged 
to  abftain  another  day  in  the  week  from  flefh, 
which  began  to  run  fhort  •,  and  for  fear  their  fuel 
fhould  alio  fail,  they  roafted  half  a  deer  every 
day,  and  flowed  it  in  hogfheads  ;  however,  they 
left  a  quarter  raw  to  roall,  and  eat  hot  every 
Sunday,  on  Chriftmas-day,  and  on  other  fefti- 
vals. 

From  the  fourteenth  of  October,  to  the  third 
of  February,  the  fun  was  never  once  to  be  feen, 
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but  the  moon  often  fhone  with  great  brightnefs, 
except  when  the  fky  was  overcaft  •,  and  indeed 
the  winter  weather  here,  is,  in  general,  foggy, 
thick,  and  dull :  there  was  a  kind  of  twilight 
from  the  month  of  October  till  the  firft  of  De- 
cember ;  but  from  thence  till  the  twentieth  of 
that  month  it  was  all  one  entire  night  :  however, 
on  the  firft  of  January,  there  was  again  fome  vi- 
lible  appearance  of  day. 

Edward  Pelham,  from  whofe  journal  this  ac- 
count is  taken,  tells  us  that  they  had  no  Alma- 
nack to  direft  them  how  the  feafons  pafTed  ;  but 
that  he  endeavoured  to  divide  the  time  into  days 
and  hours  as  well  as  he  could  •,  and  by  adding  a 
fuppofed  day  to  the  epadt,  he  found  the  moon's 
age  ;  and  he  lays,  he  was  fo  right  in  his  calcula- 
tion, that  he  agreed  exactly  in  the  day  of  the 
month,  with  the  crew  of  the  fleet  that  came  to 
their  relief. 

By  the  latter  end  of  January,  they  found  the 
days  eight  hours  long,  but  they  were  greatly 
concerned  to  find,  on  examination,  that  they 
had  no  more  than  about  fix  weeks  provifions 
left. 

On  the  third  of  February,  it  being  a  fair  clear 
day,  and  the  fun  fhiningout  with  great  luftre,  a 
fhe  bear  with  her  cub  approached  their  tent  in 
learch  of  prey,  and  advanced  very  near  them 
without  ieeming  in  the  leaft  intimidated  ;  fhe 
was  however,  foon  killed,  but  the  cub  efcaped. 
Having  made  this  valuable  prize,  they  retired 
to  warm  themfelves,  and  then  went  out  to  cut 
up  the  carcais  ;  which  being  divided  into  por- 
table pieces,  they  ftored  in  their  tent.  On  this 
they  lived  for  twenty  days,  and  efteemed  the 
flefh  much  better  than  their  venifon  ;  but  it 
was  remarkable  that  the  liver  made  their  fkins 
peel  off;  and  this  excoriation,  Pelham  fays,  was 
of  great  fervice  to  him  ;  fince  with  a  new  skin 
he  acquired  new  health,  recovering  from  a  bad 
fit  of  ficknefs. 

After  this  they  killed  feveral  other  bears,  a- 
mong  which  was  one  at  leaft  fix  feet  high,  and 
they  roafted  the  flefh  upon  wooden  fpits,  or 
fried  it  in  a  pan  which  they  found  in  the  tent. 
And  now  provifions  being  plenty,  they  no  longer 
reftritfed  themfelves  to  any  certain  quantity,  but 
had  two  or  three  meals  in  a  day,which  in  a  ihort 
time  made  them  ftrong,  aftive  and  healthy. 

As  the  days  lengthened,  and  the  weather  grew 
fine,  they  had  plenty  of  fowls  •,  but  on  the  fix- 
teenth  of  March,  one  of  their  dogs  went  out, 
and  never  returned  ;  nor  could,  they  ever  difco- 
ver  what  became  of  him.  By  this  time  foxes  be- 
gan to  be  numerous,  for  which  they  laid  traps, 
and  to  their  great  fatisfaclion  caught  above 
fifty. 

The  fowl  which  is  moft  common  about  Bell- 
Sound,  comes  there  to  breed  upon  the  hills  in 
the  fpringfeafon  :  it  feeds  upon  fifli,  and  is  a- 
bout  the  fize  of  a  duck,  but  the  legs  are  fo  clofe 
under  the  rump,  that  if  the  birds  happen  to  a- 
light  upon  the  land,  the  weight  of  their  bodies 
p'  :hcm   down,   and   almoft   difables   them 

from  riling  ;  but  in  the  water,  they  feem  to  be  in 
their  natural  element.  Theie  fowls  were  caught 
in  a  trap,  made  of  whalebone,  and  covered  with 
a  bear-lkin,  the  flefhy  fide  of  which  was  turned 


outwards :  their  fkins  were  ufed  as  baits  for  the 
fox  traps. 

As  in  the  month  of  May  the  weather  grew  pret- 
ty warm,  they  were  able  to  go  out  daily  in  fearch  of 
provifion  :  but  they  faw  nothing  worth  their  no- 
tice till  the  twenty-fourth,  when  they  ftarted  a 
buck,  at  which  they  fet  their  dog  •,  but  he  was 
fo  fat  and  lazy,  that  he  let  it  efcape. 

The  fame  day  they  found  a  great  number  of 
birds  eggs  in  the  hills,  thirty  of  which  they 
brought  home  with  them,  intending  to  have 
cone  out  the  next  morning  and  gathered  above 
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a  thoufand,  but  the  weather  was  fo  cold,  that 
they  were  obliged  to  ftay  within,  fo  that  they 
were  deprived  of  their  ufual  exercife,  which  was 
to  climb  the  top  of  a  neighbouring  mountain,  to 
fee  if  the  ice  broke  in  the  Sound.  This  event, 
however,  happened  about  this  time,  and  a  great 
part  of  it  was  driven  to  iea  with  an  eafterly  wind. 

On  the  twenty-fifth  of  May,  the  feverity  of 
the  weather  preventing  their  going  abroad,  they 
were  fhut  up  elele  in  their  tent,  when  two  fhips 
from  Hull  ftood  into  the  Sound  •,  and  the  mafter 
knowing  that  fome  men  had  been  left  there  the 
preceeding  year,  manned  his  boat,  and  lent  her 
afliore  to  enquire  about  their  fate. 

On  landing,  the  firft  thing  they  found  was  the 
fhallop,  which  had  been  fitted  out  to  go  in  chace 
of  fea-horles,  when  the  weather  permitted.  They 
were  furprized  to  find  the  vefiel  in  fuch  good 
trim;  but  had  little  hope  of  feeing  their  fellow 
failors  alive.  However,  they  advanced  towards 
the  tent,  and  cried,  "  Hey  !  "  as  they  ap- 
proached, and  were  greatly  furprized  at  being 
anfwered  ;  for  Thomas  Ayres,  being  in  the  out- 
ward tent,  was  the  firft  who  heard  them,  and 
accordingly  returned  the  fignal. 

The  found  of  voices,  alarmed,  and  gave  new 
fpirits  to  thofe  who  were  within  ;  they  ftarted 
up  haftily,  and  running  to  the  door,  rufhed  out 
at  once  in  a  body,  making  a  moft  ftrange  ap- 
pearance ;  for  their  cloaths  hung  in  tatters,  and 
they  were  black  with  foot  and  fmoke  from  head 
to  foot  ! 

The  Hull  men,  having  given  way  a  little  to 
their  aftonifhrnent,  embraced  theie  poor  people 
with  joyful  hearts,  and  then  attended  them  into 
their  dwelling,  the  contrivance  of  which  was 
admirable  :  and  now,  out  of  civility,  they  par- 
took of  the  fare  of  the  houfe,  drinking  a  glafs 
of  cold  water,  and  eating  a  bit  of  venifon  that 
nad  been  roafted  four  months  before. 

After  they  had  remained  fome  time,  to  fatif- 
fy  their  curiofity,  in  examining  the  ingenious 
methods  which  their  brethren  had  taken  to  keep 
out  the  froft,  and  preferve  the  connection  of 
foul  and  body,  they  all  went  together  on  board 
one  of  the  fhips,  where  Pelham  and  his  compa- 
nions were  treated  with  the  utmoft  humanity  and 
tendernefs. 

Three  days  afterwards,  the  fhips  to  which 
they  belonged,  came  into  the  found,  and  each 
man  returned  to  his  proper  birth  ;  but  one  Ma- 
fon,  the  captain  to  whom  Fakely,  Ayres,  and 
two  others  belonged,  was  brutal  enough  to  treat 
them  witli  very  abufive  language,  and  call  them 
run-aways  and  deierters. 

Mr.  Pelham's  captain,  whofe  name  was  Good- 

ler, 
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ler,  behaved  with  the  greateft  kindnefs  to  him 
and  his  companions  ;  and  after  remaining  on  this 
coaft  till  the  twentieth  of  Auguft,  they  failed 
for  England,  to  which  they   had  a   profperous 


voyage:'  and  the  RufTia  company,  in  whofe 
fervice  they  had  failed,  made  them  all  ample 
amends   for  the  misfortunes  they  had  under- 


gone. 


A  JOURNAL  kept  by  feven  Sailors,  who  wintered  on 
the  Ifland  of  St.  Maurice  in  GREENLAND,  where 
they  died  in  the  year  1634. 


THE  Greenland  company  in  Holland, 
having  determined  to  pufh  their  difco- 
veries  as  far  as  poflible  in  that  part  of 
the  world,  from  whence  they  derived  their 
name  •,  particularly  with  refpect  to  the  variation 
of  the  weather,  and  other  curious  matters,  that 
might  tend  to  the  improvement  of  aftronomy, 
and  the  advancement  of  trade  ;  feven  refolute 
failors  freely  offered  to  winter  there,  and  keep 
an  exact  journal  of  their  obfervations  of  every 
kind. 

Accordingly  thefe  men  were  left  on  the  ifland 
of  St.  Maurice  in  Greenlan.:,  on  the  twenty - 
fixth  of  Auguft  1633,  the  fhip  bearing  away  for 
Holland  with  the  wind  at  north-eaft,  and  a  hol- 
low lea  which  continued  all  night. 

On  the  twenty-feventh  there  was  no  darknefs 
during  the  whole  night.  On  the  twenty-eighth 
it  ihowed  very  hard.  This  day  they  lhared  half 
a  pound  of  tabacco  to  each  man,  which  was  to 
be  a  week's  allowance,  and  they  walked  out  in 
the  evening  to  make  obfervations,  but  faw  no- 
thing remarkable. 

The  twenty-ninth  was  a  clear  funfliiny  day  ; 
and  from  a  high  hill,  which  they  often  climbed 
when  the  weather  would  permit,  they  difcover- 
ed  the  Bear-mountain  very  plainly. 

The  night  of  the  thirtieth  was  cloudy  •,  but 
that  of  the  thirty-firft  was  clear  and  ftar-light, 
and  the  wind  blew  frefh  from  north-eaft. 

The  weather  was  pretty  tolerable,  with  lome 
flying  fhowers  of  fnow  and  rain,  from  the  firft 
to  the  ieventh  of  September  ;  but  on  the  eighth, 
the  wind  changing  to  the  fouth-eaft,  it  rained 
very  heavily  :  however,  it  cleared  up  in  the  af- 
ternoon ;  and  in  the  beginning  of  the  night, 
which  was  bright  and  ftar-light,  they  were  a- 
larmed  with  a  very  dreadful  noife,  as  if  fome- 
thing  of  prodigious  weight  had  fallen  near  them 
on  the  ground  ;  for  which,  as  no  viflble  confe- 
quence  enfued,  they  were  utterly  at  a  lofs  to 
account. 

On  the  ninth,  the  fun  fhone  .  fo  very  warm, 
that  they  (tripped  into  their  fhirts  to  be  cool  : 
however,  it  rained  in  the  evening,  and  they  had 
changes  of  this  fort  frequently  to  the  feven- 
teenth,  fome  of  which  time  they  employed  in 
gathering  herbs  and  fallading,  and  faw  many 
fea-gulls.  The  wind  then  changed  to  the  fouth- 
weft,  and  the  lea  was  white  with  foam  ;  but  the 
night  was  very  calm. 

On  the  eighteenth  it  rained  hard,  and  each 


man  had  a  certain  meafure  of  brandy  delivered, 
which  was  to  laft  him  eleven  days. 

On  the  twenty-third,  the  wind  being  at  eaft, 
and  the  weather  very  heavy,  they  faw  a  whale 
playing  near  the  fhore,  on  which  they  hoifted 
out  their  (loop,  and  purfued  it  •,  but  the  sky 
darkening  very  faft,  and  a  thick  fog  with  driv- 
ing rain  coming  on  at  the  fame  time,  it  had  an 
opportunity  of  making  its  clcape. 

On  the  twenty-fixth,  the  weather  proved  cold 
and  frofty  with  the  wind  at  eaft  :  and  after  this 
day  they  found  no  more  fallading,  the  cold  rains 
which  occafionally  continued,  with  high  winds 
from  various  quarters,  having  rotted  it  in  the 
ground. 

On  the  fecond  of  October  they  difcovered  a 
fine  fpring  of  frefh  water  oh  the  fouth  fide  of 
the  ifland,  and  it  froze  fo  hard  on  fome  ponds, 
as  to  be  able  to  bear  the  weight  of  a  man.  The 
two  following  days  were  cold  and  frofty  ;  but 
on  the  fifth  it  rained  fo  hard,  with  the  wind  at 
fouth,  that  they  could  not  ftir  out  of  their 
tents. 

On  the  morning  of  the  fixth,  the  froft  return- 
ed •,  and  in  the  night  of  the  eighth,  there  was  fo 
violent  a  ftorm,  that  they  feared  it  would  cany 
away  their  tents  •,  which  together  with  the  noife 
caui'ed  by  a  rough  hollow  fea,  kept  them  all 
night  from  fleeping.  The  wind  veered  from 
north  to  north-eaft,  and  was  fo  fierce,  that  they 
apprehended  no  fhip  could  have  been  able  to 
outride  the  violence  of  the  ftorm. 

The  feverity  of  the  cold  now  forced  them  to 
make  fires,  and  to  keep  clofe  to  them;  and  they- 
were  obliged  to  hang  their  cloaths  to  dry  under 
cover  near  the  fire,  for  if  left  without  doors  they 
froze  as  hard  as  a  board  in  a  minute.  Their 
health  likewife  was  by  this  time  considerably 
impaired,  and  they  were  greatly  troubled  with 
vertigoes. 

On  the  twelfth  they  had  high  winds,  hard 
froft,  and  heavy  fnow,  and  a  barrel  of  bear's 
flefh  froze  within  two  yards  of  the  fire. 

On  the  fifteenth  they  fallied  out  on  two 
whales  that  were  thrown  afhore,  armed  with 
lances,  hangers,  harpoons,  and  other  offeniive 
weapons  •,  but  the  tide  fuddenly  riling,  the  whales 
were  carried  off  with  it,  after  having  received 
feveral  wounds. 

On  the  nineteenth  they  faw  fome  ice  to  the 
north  of  the  fhore  ■,  and  though  the  fun  rofe,  it 
did  not  appear  above  the  hill,  under  the  flicker 
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of  which  they  pitched  their  tents.  On  the  next 
day  they  faw  a  bear,  but  could  not  catch  him, 
though  they  ftrove  hard  to  overtake  him.  The 
ice  now  ieemed  to  increafe  at  lea,  the  wind  con- 
tinued at  eaft,  and  the  night  was  very  cold. 

On  the  twenty-fifth  a  bear  coming  almoft 
dole  to  their  tents,  they  immediately  purfued 
him,  but  he  got  away  from  them.  It  now  con- 
tinued to  fnow  daily,  with  lmall  intermiffions  of 
fun  and  fair  weather,  but  the  cold  gradually  in- 
creaied,  and  on  the  thirty-firft  was  fo  fevereas  to 
fplit  feveral  veffels  that  held  their  liquids  ;  there 
was  now  no  appearance  of  water,  the  bay  and 
fea  being  covered  with  ice  as  far  as  the  eye  could 
poffibly  reach. 

On  the  fecond  of  November  fix  or  feven  bears 
came  down  towards  their  tents  in  a  body  ;  one 
of  which  they  killed,  but  the  reft,  feeing  their 
companion  fall,  fled,  and  faved  themfelves  upon 
the  ice,  where  it  was  dangerous  to  follow  them  ; 
and  thefe  animals  began  now  to  afiemble  in  fuch 
numbers,  about  the  tents,  after  it  was  dark,  that 
the  tailors  did  not  think  it  fafe  to  ftir  out.  They 
w(  re  now  ooiiged  to  keep  good  fires  in  their 
buttery  cellar,  to  preferve  their  beer  and  other 
liquors  from  being  fpoiled  by  the  froft. 

On  the  third,  the  weather  being  lomewhat 
moderate,  they  went  abroad,  and  Ihot  a  bear 
on  the  ice,  and  then  drew  the  body  home  with 
a  ftrong  rope. 

On  the  fifth  the  fnows  were  fo  heavy,  and  the 
weather  fo  tempeftuous,  that  they  could  not  ftir 
abroad.  As  there  was  no  water  to  be  come  at, 
the  fea-gulls  were  by  this  time  all  gone,  and  our 
adventurers  were  obliged  to  uie  melted  ihow 
inftead  of  water. 

By  the  nineteenth  the  days  were  grown  fo 
fhort  that  they  had  not  light  lufficient  to  read  or 
write  in  their  tents,  which  made  them  very  me- 
lancholy. 

On  the  twenty -third  they  fhot  a  bear,  which 
afterwards  efcaped  to  the  ice,  notwithstanding 
he  was  terribly  wounded,  as  appeared  by  the 
track  of  his  blood  upon  the  fnow  •,  but  this  ani- 
mal is  fo  very  ftrong,  that  he  will  run  a  great 
while  after  being  fhot  through  the  body. 

On  the  twenty-fixth  the  wind  being  at  fouth, 
atld  the  day  tolerably  mild,  the  ice  drove  out  of 
thebayveryfaft  into  the  ocean.  The  latter  end  of 
this  month  and  the  beginning  of  December,  the 
weather  was  fo  very  moderate,  that  they  began 
to  flatter  themfelves  that  the  winter  would  not 
he  much  more  fevere  than  it  commonly  was  in 
Holland  :  but  on  the  eighth  of  December  the 
froft  returned  with  a  north-eaft  wind,  and  the  ice 
began  again  to  increafe  every  where. 

They  had  for  lbme  days  paft  endeavoured  to 
catch  bears,  but  in  vain,  as  they  were  fo  fhy 
that  it  was  not  pofhble  to  come  very  near  them  ; 
and  though  many  of  them  had  been  wounded, 
they  efcaped  on  the  ice  :  however,  on  the  twelfth 
one  of  the  men  had  the  good  fortune  to  fhoot 
one  through  the  head,  which  died  on  the  fpot ; 
this  proved  to  be  a  young  one,  and  a  leg  of  it 
being  roafted,  afforded  a  moft  delicate  meal  to 
people,  who,  for  a  long  time  paft,  had  fed  on 
nothing  but  fait  provisions. 

On  the  feventeenth  the   ice  appeared  to  be 


forced  back  into  the  bay,  by  a  high  foutherly 
wind,  which  brought  down  great  numbers  of 
fea-gulls  from  the  hills,  which  made  the  fame 
noile  as  they  do  in  Holland  in  the  month  of 
May. 

On  the  twenty-firft  it  froze  very  hard,  and 
the  fnow  lying  very  deep  on  the  ground,  they 
were  obliged  to  wade  through  it  in  boots  :  the 
day  was  now  only  four  hours  long  ;  and  the 
weather  had  been  fo  bad  for  the  greater  of  the 
month  of  December,  that  they  were  obliged  to 
keep  their  tents  for  whole  days  together,  with- 
out daring  to  ftir  out. 

They  began  the  new  year  as  chearfully  as 
their  fituation  would  permit,  and  went  regular- 
ly to  prayers.  The  cold  was  now  very  intenfe, 
and  the  concretions  of  ice  in  the  bay  were  fo 
large,  that,  viewed  from  the  top  of  their  tents, 
they  had  the  appearance  of  white  clifted  hills. 

On  the  thirteenth  of  January  they  faw  a  white 
bear  very  near  their  tents,  and  one  of  the  men 
brought  him  down  with  the  firft  diicharge  of  a 
fufee  :  they  then  drew  him  into  the  tent  with 
ropes,  and  being  foon  fkinned,  and  dreffed  for 
table,  he  proved  a  moft  welcome  treat. 

During  the  whole  month  of  January,  and  the 
beginning  of  February,  the  fro'fts  were  very 
fevere,  and  the  fnows  were  heavy,  with  frequent 
gufts  of  windy  weather. 

On  the  fixteenth  of  February  they  had  fight 
of  two  wild  fowl  which  bore  a  conliderable  re- 
femblance  to  geefe,  and  alio  of  a  falcon,  but 
none  of  them  came  within  reach  of  their  guns ; 
and  by  this  time  the  bears,  as  if  dreading  the 
fate  of  their  companions,  became  fo  fhy,  that 
they  fled  at  the  moft  diftant  fight  of  a  man.  Dur- 
ing the  courfe  of  this  month  the  weather  under- 
went various  changes,  fometimes  freezing  hard 
with  the  wind  at  north-eaft,  and  .fometimes 
thawing  with  the  wind  at  fouth. 

On  the  firft  of  March  the  fun  fhone  a  little 
upon  their  tents,  and  it  rained  in  the  evening  ; 
the  weather  was  cold  and  ftormy  till  the  eleventh, 
on  which  day  it  became  calm  and  pleafant,  which 
continued  for  a  few  days,  the  wind  being  at 
fouth,  and  the  fun  affording  an  agreeable 
heat. 

On  the  fifteenth  they  fhot  a  bear,  and  hung 
up  his  fkin  to  dry,  fprinkling  with  fait  fo  much 
of  the  fleih  as  they  could  not  immediately  eat : 
frefh  meat  of  any  kind  was  now  of  great  fervicc, 
as  moft  of  them  were  afflicted  with  the  fcurvy  to 
a  very  great  degree ;  and  this  diforder  made 
fome  foxes,  which  they  caught  in  traps,  very  ac- 
ceptable. 

The  weather  was  tolerably  good  and  the  days 
fine  all  this  month  ;  but  the  increafe  of  the  fcur- 
vy, and  their  want  of  frefh  provifions,  dejected 
them,  and  made  them  quite  fpirhlefs. 

On  the  twenty-eighth  and  twenty-ninth,  they 
faw  prodigious  large  whales  in  the  bay,  and  thofe 
in  fuch  numbers,  that  if  their  Strength  had  ena- 
bled them  to  hunt  them,  and  they  had  been  fur- 
nilhed  with  proper  tools,  they  might  have  been 
confiderable  gainers  ;  but  in  their  prefent  weak- 
ly condition  nothing  was  to  be  done ;  befides 
there  was  plenty  of  other  fifh. 

On  the  thirty-firft  they  faw  a  fhe-bear  with 

three 
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three  cubs,  at  which  they  fired,  but  in  vain  \ 
there  were  alio  tour  or  five  whales  in  the  bay, 
Which  were  near  being  ltranded  with  the  ebb  ; 
buc  even  if  this  had  been  the  cafe,  it  would 
have  been  of  little  comfort  to  our  unhappy  ad- 
venturers, as  they  were  now  too  weak  to  have 
attacked  them. 

By  the  third  of  April,  they  were  fo  difabled 
by  the  fcurvy,  that  there  were  only  two  of  them 
that  were  able  to  walk,  and  thefe  killed  the  two 
laft  pullets  they  had  (a  part  of  the  ftore  that  had 
been  left  them,)  which  they  gave  to  their  fick 
companions,  hoping  that  with  this  little  refrefn- 
ment  they  might  be  ibmewhat  recruited. 

During  the  greater  part  of  this  month  they 
faw  plenty  of  whales  every  day,  but  the  wind 
chaining  to  the  north-eaft,  and  the  weather 
growing  again  colder,  while  their  dilbrder  con- 
tinued to  gain  upon  them  hourly,  they  found  it 
very  difficult  to  move  out  of  their  tents. 

On  the  lixteenth  died  the  perlbn  whom  they 
called  their  clerk,  and  who  wrote  the  journal  to 
that  day. 

On  the  twenty-third,  the  wind  being  at  iouth, 
they  had  a  little  rain,  and  their  wretchednefs 
now  began  to  be  very  great,  for  they  were  fo 
reduced  that  they  were  unable  to  aiTift  each 
other,  there  being  only  one  among  them  who 
could  move  at  any  rate,  and  even  he  was  fcarce- 
ly  able  to  crawl. 

Their  commander  died  on  the  twenty-third, 
and  on  the  twenty-feventh  they  killed  their  dog, 
which  afforded  them  but  a  very  indifferent  meal : 
on  the  evening  of  this  day  it  thawed  ;  the  night 
was  free  from  rain,  but  cloudy,  and  on  the 
twenty-eighth  the  ice  was  carried  out  to  fea,  and 
the  bay  was  left  quite  clear. 

The  day  was  cloudy  on  the  twenty-ninth,  and 
the  wind  pretty  high  from  the  north,  and  at  night 
it  blew  hard  from  the  north  eaft.  The  thirty- 
rirll  of  this  month  was  a  clear  fun-ihiny  day. 

At  tliis  period  ends  the  journal,  which  was 
found  by  the  crew  of  fome  Zealand  fliips,  which 
went  thither  with  the  Greenland  fleet  the  fame 
year  ;  and  it  is  very  probable  that  the  poor  man 
who  wrote,  continued  the  account,  till,  being 


O    \ 


no  longer  able  to  hold  the  pen,  (and  he  fcrawled 
moll  wretchedly)  he  retired  to  his  cabin,  where 
he  refigned  his  foul  into  the  hands  of  the  God 
who  gave  it. 

As  foon  as  the  fleet  came  in  fight  of  the  ifland 
of  St.  Maurice,  which  was  on  the  fourth  of  June 
1634,  the  failors  drove  who  mould  get  firlt  on 
lhore  to  vifi't  their  companions  •,  but  feeing  none 
of  them  near  the  lea-fide,  they  began  to  defpair  of 
finding  them  alive. 

When  they  entered  the  tents,  they  found  each 
of  the  poor  fellows  lying  dead  in  their  refpedtive 
lockers  ;  and  it  was  very  probable  that  thole  " 
who  furvived  the  clerk,  died  in  the  beginning  of 
May  :  near  one  of  them  ftood  fome  bread  and 
cheefe,  on  which  it  was  imagined  he  had  fed  a 
little  before  his  death  :  within  reach  of  another 
lay  a  box  of  ointment,  which  it  was  fuppofed  he 
had  ufed  to  rub  his  teeth  arid  gums,  his  hand 
being  lifted  towards  his  mouth  ;  and  not  far 
from  him  lay  a  prayer-book. 

The  fituation  of  thefe  poor  wretches,  when 
unable  to  help  each  other,  mult  have  been  truly 
deplorable  ;  and  as  it  is  highly  probable  that 
they  languilhed  till  their  natural  heat  was  extin- 
guished by  the  cold,  thole  who  furvived  the 
longed  mull  have  been  the  mod  milerable  ! 

The  principal  caufe  of  their  death,  was  the 
fcurvy,  occafioned  by  their  having  only  fait 
meat ;  by  this  their  limbs  became  cramped,  and 
being  thus  rendered  incapable  of  taking  fuch 
exercife  as  was  neceffary  to  keep  the  blood  in 
motion,  they  loon  grew  fliff,  and  were  conquer- 
ed by  the  cold,  which,  however,  was  not  fo  very 
fevere,  but  that  they  might  have  weathered  it, 
had  they  been  able  to  have  kept  themfelves  irk 
acYion,  as  that  would  have  repelled  the  diforder, 
under  the  attacks  of  which  they  perifhed. 

The  commanding  officer  gave  orders  that  the 
bodies  fhould  be  put  into  coffins  and  covered 
with  fnow,  till  the  breaking  of  the  ground  be- 
came more  eafy  from  the  thaw  ;  and  as  foon  as 
the  earth  became  moderately  foft,  graves  were 
dug  for  them,  in  which  they  were  buried  oii 
the  twenty-fourth  of  June,  under  a  general  dif- 
charge  of  the  cannon  of  the  fleet. 


A  SHORT  JOURNAL  kept  by  feven  Sailors,  who  were 
left  to  winter  at  SPITZBERGEN,  in  the  year  1634,  and 
died  there  in  1635. 


IN  the  year  1633,  the  fame  fleet  that  fet  on 
lhore  the  unfortunate  men  whom  we  have 
juft  now  mentioned,  on  the  ifland  of  St.  Mau- 
rice, landed  feven  others  on  the  fame  account 
at  Spitzbergen  •,  who  furviving,  were  brought 
back  in  1634,  and  their  place  lupplied  by  feven 
others,  who  voluntarily  chofe  to  winter  there. 

Thefe  were  Andrew  Johnfon  of  Middleburgh, 

Cornelius   Thyffe  of  Rotterdam,    Jerom   Car- 

coen  of  Deft's  Haven,  Tibbe  Jellis  of  Frifeland, 

Nicholas  Florifon  of  Hoom,  Adrian  Johnfon  of 
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Deft,  and  Fettje  Otters  of  Frifeland. 

They  were  furnifhed  with  phyfical  prepara- 
tions, herbs,  meat,  drink,  and  all  neceilaries, 
and  kept  a  journal  of  their  obfervations  as  long 
as  they  were  able  ±  of  which  we  fhall  give  as 
concile  and  clear  an  abdradt  as  poffible. 

On  the  eleventh  of  September  1 634,  the  fleet 
having  hoided  fail  for  Holland,  our  adventurers 
law  plenty  of  whales  in  the  fea  all  around  them, 
at  which  they  difcharged  fome  fire  arms,  but 
without  doing  them  any  damage  :    they  alfo 

wan- 
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wandered  about  frequently  in  fearch  of  bears, 
foxes, or  vegetables-,  but  theymetwith  no  fuccefs. 

The  fun  left  them  either  on  the  twentieth 
or  twenty-firil  of  October,  and  on  the  twenty- 
fourth  of  November  they  were  alarmed  with 
the  appearance  of  the  fcurvy,  which  made 
them  more  affiduous  to  procure  fome  herbs, 
foxes  or  bears  ;  but  all  their  endeavours  were 
fruitlefs. 

On  the  fecond  of  December  they  fixed  fome 
fox  traps,  and  one  of  the  men  took  phyfic  to 
prevent  the  increafe  of  the  fcurvy,  as  did 
another  on  the  eleventh,  on  which  day  they 
agreed  to  eat  feperately  to  prevent  a  communi- 
cation of  the  dilbrder,  as  fome  of  them  were 
much  lefs  infected  than  others. 

On  the  twenty-third  the  cook  efpied  a  bear 
clofe  by  one  of  the  tents  •,  but  he  made  off  before 
they  could  get  at  their  guns. 

On  the  twenty-fourth  three  of  them  being 
together,  they  difcovercd  another  bear,  which,  as 
they  advanced  towards  him,  rofe  upon  his  hind- 
legs  ;  but  being  foon  difabled  by  a  mufket  ihot, 
he  fell,  bleeding  very  fail,  and  roaring  dread- 
fully •,  he  then  feized  one  of  the  halberts  be- 
tween his  teeth,  which  he  bit  with  great  ve- 
hemence •,  but  after  rolling  about  a  considerable 
time,  he  fuddenly  collected  all  his  ftrength, 
fprung  up,  and  fled  fo  fwiftly,  that  he 
foon  out-ilripped  his  purfuers,  tho'  they 
followed  him  with  candles  and  lanthorns, 
till  they  were  quite  weary  :  the  lofs  of  this 
beaft  was  a  great  difappointment,  as  they  were 
in  the  utmofl  want  of  freih  meat ;  for  the 
fcurvy  made  every  day  dreadful  advances,  and 
as  they  had  nothing  to  eat  but  fait  pro- 
vifions,  they  fufTered  the  moil  excruciating 
tortures. 

On  the  twenty-fourth  of  January  died  Corne- 
lius ThyfTe,  a  fenfible  man,  and  the  moil  fkil- 
ful  failor  among  them  ;  and  Adrian  Johnfon 
expired  in  great  mifery  the  fame  day ;  and 
Fettje  Otters  departed  this  life  in  two  or  three 
days  afterwards  ;  when  the  furviving  four,  tho' 
fcarcely  able  to  Hand  on  their  legs,  contrived 
to  make  coffins  for  their  three  deceafed  compa- 
nions, into  which  they  put  their  bodies. 

On  the  twenty-eighth  they  law  afox,  but  could 
not  catch  him  ;  but  on  the  feventh  of  February 
they  were  lucky  enough  to  find  one  in  a  trap  ; 
which  though  it  afforded  fome  fmall  refrefti- 
ment,  yet  it  was  of  no  eiTential  fervice,  as  by 
this  time  their  diilemper  had  arrived  at  too  great 
a  height. 

They  now  faw  plenty  of  bears  every  day, 
fometimes  not  lefs  than  ten  together  ;  but  they 


were  fo  weak  that  they  c  ould"  not  handle  their 
guns  ;  and  even  if  they  had  killed  any  of  them 
they  were  unable  to  have  dragged  them  home ; 
much  lefs  could  they  have  purfued  any  they 
might  have  wounded, for  they  were  fcarcely  able 
to  put  their  feet  to  the  ground  •,  their  gums 
were  fwollen,  and  their  teeth  fo  bad,  that  they 
could  no  longer  bite  their  bifcuit,  and  were 
afflidled  with  the  moil  fevere  griping  pains  in 
the  guts  and  loins,  which  was  confiderably  in- 
creafed  by  the  cold  •,  they  were  likewife  trou- 
bled with  the  bloody  flux  and  fpitting  of  blood  : 
in  a  word,  their  fituation  was  extremely  deplor- 
able, and  Jerom  Carcoen  was  the  only  perfon 
who  could  crawl  about,  and  he  made  a  ihift  to 
fetch  in  fuel  for  their  firing. 

On  the  twenty-third  they  were  not  able  td 
ilir  out  of  the  cabbins,  but  lay  in  the  moil  rack- 
ing miferyj  calling  upon  God  for  afliftance ; 
and  on  the  next  day  had  a  glimpfe  of  the  fun, 
a  fight  to  which  they  had  been  itrangers  fince 
the  month  of  October: 

The  twenty-fixth  of  February  appears  to  have 
been  the  lail  day  on  which  they  were  able  to 
write  ;  for  their  journal  ended  with  obierving, 
that  then,  four  of  them  were  ilill  alive,  lying 
flat  on  the  ground,  having  ilomachs  to  eat,  if 
any  one  of  them  could  have  ferved  the  others 
with  food,  but  that  all  were  difabied  thro'  pain 
and  infirmity  •,  in  which  difmal  fituation,  as 
they  had  no  hopes  but  in  futurity,  being  jufh 
ilarved  with  cold  and  hunger,  they  recommend- 
ed themfelves  devoutly  to  their  Creator  •,  wait- 
ing with  impatience  for  the  hour  of  their  dif- 
miflion  from  this  life,  and  entreating  the  God 
of  heaven  to  hailen  it. 

When  the  fleet  arrived  from  Holland  in  the 
year  1635,  they  found  their  tents  clofe  ihut  to 
prevent  the  entry  of  bears  and  foxes  ;  a  baker, 
who  was  one  of  the  firll  that  landed,  broke 
open  a  tent,  and  found  part  of  a  dead  dog,  laid 
out  as  if  to  dry;  and  going  a  little  farther  trod  upon 
the  carcafe  of  their  other  dog  :  then  advancing 
into  the  middle  of  the  room,  he  (fumbled  on  the 
dead  bodies  that  lay  on  the  floor  upon  fome 
old  fails.  Two  of  them  were  quite  drawn 
up  together,  their  knees  almoil  meeting  the 
chin  ;  Nicholas  Florifon  and  another  lay  dead 
in  their  feperate  lockers. 

They  were  all  immediately  put  info  coffins, 
and  as  foon  as  the  ground  could  be  opened, 
were  interred  in  deep  graves,  over  which  were 
laid  large  flones,  to  prevent  the  bears  and  other 
beails  from  digging  up  the  bodies.  We  do  not 
find  that  after  this  any  others  attempted  to  winter 
at  Spitzbergen. 


A  SHORT  ACCOUNT  ofafhipwreck  near  SPITZBER- 
GEN, in  the  Year  1646. 


JOHN  CORNELIUS   of  Maniken, 
being    ordered    upon    the   whale  nihery, 
failed  from  the  Texel  on  the  fixth  of  May 
1646,   and  on  the  third  of  June    arrived  in 


the  neighbourhood  of  Spitzbergen  ;  but  was 
prevented  by  the  fhoals  of  ice  from  anchoring 
in  the  bay ;  whereupon  he  kept  out  to  fea,  and 
happening  to  difcern  two  whales  in  the  offing, 

he 
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he   fcr.t  his   flcop   well    manned  in    purfuit  of 
them. 

While  they  were  rowing  up  and  down,  watch- 
ing an  opportunity  to  make  a  fuccefsful  attack 
upon  one  of"  the  whales,  thty  law  a  very  large 
of  ice  floating  at  a  diflance,  with  lome- 
white   upon   it,    which  they  fuppofed  to 


piec 
thin 


be  bears  ;  but  Ellert  Johni'on  the  harpooner, 
infilling  that  it  was  fomething  elfe,  and  that  it 
was  in  motion,  earneflly  perfuaded  them  to  row 
up  to  it  -,  to  which,  after  fome  altercation,  they 
agreed,  and  on  a  nearer  view,  perceived 
it  to  be  a  fort  of  fignal  of  diftrefs  waved  by  a 
man. 

They  were  now  induced  by  their  humanity 
to  approach  it  as  fall  as  they  were  able,  and  to 
their  great  furprize  they  found  four  men  living 
and  one  dead  :  by  their  language  they  knew 
them  to  be  Englifli,  and  taking  them  im- 
mediately into  the  Hoop,  they  conveyed  them 
on  board  their  ihip  in  the  bay. 

Thefe  poor  wretches  were  reduced  to  the 
laft  extremity  by  hunger  and  cold,  hav- 
ing had  nothing  to  feed  upon  for  fome  time 
before  they  faw  the  floop,  but  a  leather  belt, 
which  they  had  divided  in  equal  Ihares,  and 
eaten  up. 

As  foon  as  they  were  on  board,  the  furgeon 
did  all  in  his  power  to  recover  them,  but  not- 
withftanding  his  utmoit  endeavours,  three  of 
them  died  in  five  or  fix  days  after  their  being 
brought  on  board  ;  fo  that  one  only  furvived, 
who  was  carried  to  Delft  upon  the  Meufe  in  Sep- 
tember 1646,  from  whence  he  got  a  pafiage 
home  to  England. 


The  account  this  man  gave  was,  that  the  Ihip 
to  which  he  belonged,  being  wrecked  on  the 
ITioal  of  ice  from  which  he  was  taken,  the  crew, 
confiding  of  forty  two  perlons,  faved  themfelves 
upon  it,  together  with  fome  tools,  victuals,  and 
their  floop  :  that  they  cut  a  deep  hole  like  a 
cave  into  the  ice,  blocking  it  round  the  mouth 
with  fuch  pieces  as  they  dug  out,  to  flicker  them 
from  the  violence  of  the  winds  and  waves,  which 
intention  it  in  fome  meafure  anfwered  ;  and  in 
this  hole  they  had  lived  fourteen  days. 

He  laid,  that  after  they  had  been  there  a  few 
days,  the  captain  thinking  it  impoflible  that 
they  ihould  all  furvive  long  upon  this  lhoal,  re- 
folved,  with  feventeen  of  the  men,  to  attempt 
getting  on  lhore  in  the  floop,  and  to  fend  her  oft* 
for  the  reft,  with  an  account  of  his  fuccefs  •,  but 
as  they  never  heard  more  of  them,  and  it  blew  a 
violent  florin  foon  after  they  put  off,  it  was  ap- 
prehended they  had  gone  to  the  bottom. 

Twenty-four  of  them  ftill  remaining  on  the 
ice,  and  provifions  growing  fo  very  fcanty,  that 
they  were  reduced  to  a  ilarving  condition,  and 
fcarcely  hoped  any  relief  but  from  death,  they 
refolvcd  to  feperate,  and  quarter  upon  different 
fhoals,  in  hopes  that  by  good  providence  they 
might  be  driven  to  land  :  but  what  became  of 
any  of  the  reft,  whether  they  were  taken  up  by 
any  other  fhips,  or  whether  they  reached  the 
lhore,  was  never  known  ;  indeed  it  is  moll  pro- 
bable that  they  were  fwallowed  by  the  fea,  for 
John  Cornelius,  upon  hearing  this  account, 
lent  out   his   floop  upon   a  cruize  in   fearch  of 


the    reft 
fuccefs. 


of    the   company,    but   without  any 


Mr. 


[    34°    ] 


Mr. 


HENRY        ELLIS's 


V 


o 


Y 


A 


G        E 


FOR        THE 


DISCOVERY 


OF         A 


North-Weft  Paflage  to  the  SOUTH   SEAS, 

Together  with  fome  curious  Particulars,  from  the  Account  publifhed 

BY        THE 

CLERK    of    the     CALIFORNIA. 


CHAPTER     I. 

Some  account  of  the  expedition;  the  Dobbs  Galley  and  California  fet  fail ;  afire  happens  in  the 
powder-room  of  the  Dobbs  ;  an  account  of  the  Ejkimanx  Indians ;  a  description  of  Marble 
JJland. 


THE  misfortunes  and  diftrefTes  fuffered  by 
Captain  James  and  his  crew,  in  their 
endeavours  to  difcover  a  North-weft 
Paflage,  io  damped  the  fpirits  of  the  people, 
that  no  attempts  of  that  kind  were  made  for 
more  than  thirty  years  ;  but  at  length  feveral 
other  adventurers  tried  their  fortune  this  way, 
but  met  with  no  better  fuccefs. 

At  laft  a  diipute  arifing  between  captain  Mid- 
dleton,  and  Arthur  Dobbs,  Efq;  in  relation  to 
a  voyage  made  for  the  fame  purpofe  by  the 
former,  feveral  generous  and  public  fpirited  per- 
fons  opened  a  fubfcription  for  another  trial  to 
be  made  :  and  ten  thoufand  pounds  being  raifed 
for  this  purpofe,  the  legiflature  offered  a  reward 
of  twenty  thoufand  pounds  in  cafe  the  Difcovery 
fhould  be  made,  with  a  view  to  encourage  the 
undertakers. 

Hereupon  the  Dobbs  Galley,  of  one  hundred 
and  eighty  tons  burden,  under  the  command  of 
Captain  William  Moore,  and  the  California  of 
one  hundred  and  forty  tons,  commanded  by  Cap- 
tain Francis  Smith,  were  fitted  out,  and  furnifh- 


ed  with  a  fufHcient  quantity  of  provifions,  toge- 
ther with  naval  and  military  ftores. 

That  no  encouragement  might  be  wanting,  it 
was  agreed  that  extraordinary  wages  fhould  be 
given  to  all  who  went  the  voyage,  and  that  if 
the  defired  difcovery  was  made,  the  captains 
fhould  have  five  hundred  pounds  each,  the  mates 
two  hundred  pounds  each,  and  every  other  officer 
a  reward  in  proportion  to  his  rank. 

"  I  was  in  Italy,"  fays  Mr.  Ellis,  "  at  the 
"  time  when  the  expedition  was  relblved  to  be 
"  undertaken  •,  and  upon  my  return  to  England, 
"  had  no  intimation  concerning  it,  till  I  was  ac- 
"  cidentally  informed  of  it  at  Hertford  ;  when 
"  the  concern  I  expreffed  upon  this  occafion, 
"  and  the  paffion  I  fhewed  for  an  opportunity  of 
"  exerting  myfeif  in  fo  glorious  a  defign,  hav- 
"  reached  the  ears  of  fome  of  the  principal  pro- 
"  prietors,  I  was  fent  for,  and  it  was  agreed  that 
"  I  fhould  go  the  voyage  in  quality  of  agent  for 
"  the  committee,  without  being  under  the  com- 
"  mand  of  any  officer  on  board,  in  order  to 
"  make  exact  draughts  of  all  the  new  difcovered 
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"  country,  to  mark  the  foundings,  to  examine 
"  the  faltnefs  of  the  water,  co  oblerve  the  varia- 
"  tion  of  the  compafs,  and  to  collect  metals, 
"  minerals,  and  all  kind  of  natu.al  curiofities  : 
"  and  fo  great  was  my  eagernefs  to  engage  in 
"  this  expedition,  that  in  eighteen  hours  from 
"  the  time  this  affair  was  fettled,  I  was  actu- 
*■  ally  on  board  at  Gravefend." 

"  Among  the  inllructions  given  by  the  com- 
"  mktee,  we  were  to  avoid  giving  the  leaft  dif- 
"  pleafure  to  the  natives,  and  to  bring  none  of 
"  them  away  by  force  •,  but  if  they  mould  offer 
"  themfelves  voluntarily  in  exchange  for  others 
"  left  in  the  country,  they  were  to  be  brought 
"  to  England,  while  inch  as  ftaid  were  to  be  al- 
"  lowed  trifles  to  prefent  to  the  natives,  in  or- 
"  der  to  conciliate  their  efteem  ;  with  feeds  for 
"  garden-ftuff  and  trees  not  to  be  found  in  thofe 
"  parts,  and  paper,  pens  and  ink,  to  make  ob- 
"  iervations  on  the  country." 

On  the  twentieth  of  May  i  746,  the  mips  fail- 
ed from  Gravefend,  and  fleering  by  the  eaftern 
coaft  of  England,  paffed  by  the  iflands  on  the 
north  of  Scotland. 

Nothing  worthy  of  remark  happened  till  the 
night  of  the  twenty-firfc  of  June,  when  a  dreadful 
fire  broke  out  in  the  great  cabbin  of  the  Dobbs 
galley,  and  foon  made  its  way  to  the  powder- 
room,  which  was  directly  underneath  it,  where, 
befides  matches,  fpirits,  candles,  and  other 
combuftibles,  there  were  no  lefs  than  thirty  or 
forty  barrels  of  powder. 

Mr.  Ellis  fays,  "  It  is  impoffible  to  exprefs 
"  the  confufion  and  confternation  of  the  whole 
"  crew  •,  every  one  on  board  had  the  greatefl 
"  reafon  to  expecl  the  prefent  moment,  or  the 
"  next  at  fartheft,  to  be  his  laft.  You  might, 
"  on  this  occafion,  hear  all  the  varieties  of  fea- 
*'  eloquence  ;  cries,  prayers,  curfes,  and  fcold- 
"  ing,  mingled  together ;  yet  this  did  not  pre- 
"  vent  proper  meafures  being  taken  to  fave  the 
"  fhip  and  our  lives.  Water  in  great  abun- 
"  dance  was  properly  applied,  and  every  other 
"  method  ufed  by  thole  who  flill  preferved  their 
"  reafon." 

"  As  to  the  crew  in  general,  their  apprehen- 
"  fions  fuggefted  a  variety  of  expedients,  which 
"  they  one  moment  endeavoured  to  execute,  and 
"  the  next  abandoned,  through  diffraction  and 
"  defpair.  Some  were  for  hoifting  out  their 
"  boats,  and  accordingly  their  laihings  were 
"  cut  •,  but  none  had  patience  to  hoiti  them 
"  out.  Others  were  for  fetting  more  fail,  in 
w  order  to  come  up  with  the  California,  which 
"  was  at  a  great  distance  a-head,  that  if  any 
"  mould  be  alive,  after  the  fhip's  being  blown 
"  up,  they  might  have  a  chance  of  faving 
"  themfelves  on  board.  Chimerical  as  this  was, 
"  the  reefs  were  turned  out  of  the  top-fails, 
"  which  were  with  great  difficulty  properly 
"  fet." 

"  In  the  midft  of  all  this  hurry,  the  man  at 
**  the  helm,  reflecting  that  the  fire  and  powder 
"  were  directly  under  him,  was  quite  diftracled, 
"  and  thoughtlefs  of  his  charge-,  fo  that  imagina- 
"  tion  cannot  paint  a  wilder  fcene  than  was  now 
"  exhibited.  The  fhip  was- a-head  to  the  wind, 
"  and  the  fails  fhaking  with  a  noife  like  thun- 
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"  der  :  fhe  then  turned,  and  ran  right  before 
"  it,  and  continued  rolling,  while  every  body 
"  waited  in  an  agony  for  the  blaft  that  was  to 
"  put  an  end  to  their  fears  and  perplexities  ; 
"  but  at  length  the  fire  was  happily  extin- 
"  guifhed,  to  the  inexpreffible  joy  of  all  on 
"  board." 

They  fell  in  with  a  great  quantity  of  low  ice 
on  the  twenty-feventh  of  this  month,  and  for 
fome  time  after  paffed  through  abundance  of 
drift  wood,  that  is,  pretty  large  pieces  of  tim- 
ber floating  on  the  fea  ;  and  on  the  fixth  of  July 
they  began  to  fall  in  with  thofe  mountains  of  ice 
that  are  always  to  be  met  with  near  Hudfon's 
Streights. 

This  mountainous  ice  is  of  a  prodigious  bulk, 
and  (Mr.  Ellis  fays)  "  If  I  fhould  fay  that  it  is 
"  fometimes  five  or  fix  hundred  yards  thick,  I 
"  am  fatisfied  I  fhould  not  exceed  the  truth." 

They  made  the  iflands  of  Refolution,  in  the 
mouth  of  the  Streights,  on  the  eighth  day  of 
July,  when  the  fogs  iud  enly  clearing  up,  pre- 
vented their  goins;  on  fhore,  and  their  veffels 
being  broke  to  pieces  upon  the  rocks. 

Three  large  and  twenty-fix  fmali  canoes  full 
of  Eskimaux  Indians  now  came  off  co  trade  with 
them,  bringing  whale-bone  and  feal-skins,  for 
which  they  received  in  exchange,  hatchets,  faws, 
gimblets,  &c.  Mr.  Ellis  fays,  that  a  confide- 
rable  profit  accrued  from  dealing  with  them  ; 
and  that  the  Indians  were  fo  well  pleafed  with 
this  traffic,  that  both  men  and  women  were  very 
eager  in  ftripping  themfelves  almoft  naked,  that 
they  might  fell  their  cloaths,  which  they  did  for 
pieces  of  iron  and  knives. 

The  word  Eskimaux  is  derived  from  an  In- 
dian term  that  fignifies,  "  An  eater  of  raw  flefh," 
to  which  a  French  termination  is  added  :  and 
indeed  they  are  the  only  nation  hitherto  known, 
that  eat  animal  flefh  abfolutely  raw  ;  and  this, 
together  with  their  having  beards,  which  no  o- 
ther  Indians  have,  make  it  imagined  that  they 
are  the  fame  people  with  the  Greenlanders. 

The  Eskimaux  are  of  the  middle  fize,  robufl, 
and  rather  inclining  towards  fat  ;  their  heads  are 
large,  and  their  faces  round,  flat  and  fwarthy  ; 
their  eyes  are  black,  fmall  and  fparkling  ;  their 
hair  is  black  and  lank,  their  lips  thick,  and 
nofes  flat  ■,  their  fhoulders  are  broad,  and  their 
limbs  well-proportioned,  but  their  feet  are  re- 
markably fmall.  They  are  chearful  and  fpright- 
ly  in  their  behaviour,  but  appear  to  be  very 
fubtle,  cunning  and  deceitful  :  encouragement 
foon  renders  them  bold  ;  but  a  little  matter  will 
intimidate  them  :  they  are  great  flatterers,  are 
much  addicted  to  pilfer  from  ftrangefs,  and  are 
extremely  attached  to  their  own  cuftoms. 

Some  of  them,  who  having  been  taken  pri- 
foners  by  the  fouthern  Indians,  when  they  were 
boys,  and  carried  to  the  factories,  have  regret- 
ted their  abfence  from  their  native  country,  fo 
as  not  to  be  reconciled  to  their  fate  for  feveral 
years. 

One  of  them,  afcer  having  been  fed  on  En- 
glifh  food,  being  prefent  when  an  Englifhman 
was  cutting  up  a  leal,  from  which  the  train-oil 
flowed  in  great  atund.ince,  licked  up  what  he 
could  fave  with  his  hands,  crying,  "  O   that  I 
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"  was  in  mine  own  dear  country,   where  I  could 
"  get  my  belly  full  of  this." 

The  men  are  cloathed  in  feal-skins,  and  fome- 
times  in  the  skins  of  land  and  fea  fowl  fewed  to- 
gether-, each  of  their  coats  had  a  hood  like  a 
capuchin  •,  from  the  breaft  downwards  it  is  clofe 
like  a  fhirt,  and  reaches  no  lower  than  the  mid- 
dle of  the  thigh  ;  their  breeches  are  clofe  both 
before  and  behind,  being  gathered  with  a  ftring 
like  a  purfe,  and  tied  about  their  waifts.  They 
wear  feveral  pair  of  boots  and  focks,  one  over 
another,  to  keep  them  dry  and  warm. 

The  drefs  of  the  women  differs  from  that  of 
the  men,  in  having  a  narrow  flip  to  their  jack- 
ets behind,  that  reaches  to  their  heels.  Their 
hoods  are  likewise  larger  and  wider  at  the 
fhoulders,  for  the  ufe  of  carrying  their  children 
in  them  at  their  backs  :  and  their  boots  are  con- 
siderably wider,  and  commonly  kept  extended 
with  whale-bone,  becaufe  when  they  want  to  put 
a  child  out  of  their  arm?,  they  flip  it  into  one  of 
their  boots,  till  they  can  take  it  up  again. 

Some  few  of  the  women  wear  Shifts  made  of 
feals  bladders,  pretty  nearly  of  the  form  of  the 
European  womens  fhifts.  Their  cloaths  are 
fewed  with  an  ivory  needle,  and  the  finews  of 
the  deer  fplit  fine  and  ufed  for  thread  ;  and  in 
general  this  work  is  performed  very  neatly. 

They  difcover  a  good  deal  of  tafte  in  adorning 
their  cloaths  with  Stripes  of  skins  of  various  co- 
lours, fewed  on  in  the  manner  of  borders,  cuffs 
and  robings  •,  and  upon  the  whole,  their  gar- 
ments are  both  convenient  and  handibme. 

The  Eskimaux  likewife  fhow  great  ingenuity 
in  making  what  they  call  their  fnow-eyes,  which 
are  bits  of  wood  or  ivory,  neatly  formed,  to 
cover  the  organs  of  fight,  and  tied  at  the  back 
of  the  head  :  in  each  piece  are  two  narrow  flits 
of  the  fame  length  of  the  eyes,  through  which 
they  fee  very  distinctly. 

This  invention  prevents  fnow-blindnefs,  a 
moft  grievous  and  painful  diftemper,  occafion- 
ed  by  the  brightness  of  the  light  reflected  by 
the  fnow  upon  the  ice,  mere  especially  in  the 
fpring. 

The  ufe  of  thefe  instruments  ftrengthens  the 
fight  prodigioufly,  and  becomes  fo  habitual,  that 
when  they  would  obierve  an  object  at  a  great 
diftance,  they  generally  look  through  them,  as 
we  do  through  telefcopes. 

Nor  are  thefe  people  lefs  ingenious  in  forming 
their  instruments  for  fowling  or  hiking.  Their 
bows  and  arrows  are  well  made,  as  are  likewife 
their  darts  and  harpoons. 

They  are  extremely  dextrous  in  the  manage- 
ment of  their  canoes,  wl  ich  are  fo  constructed  as 
to  be  vtry  Suitable  to  their  occafiens,  being  eaSy 
of  carriage,  and  quick  in  motion.  Their  frames 
are  made  of  wood  or  whale-bone,  covered  all 
over  with  feal-skin  parchment,  except  a  hole  in 
the  middle,  which  has  a  rim  of  whalebone  or 
wood  round  it,  to  prevent  the  water  running  in 
from  the  deck,  affording  room  only  for  one  man 
to  fit  in,  his  feet  being  Stretched  forward  ;  and 
fometimes  he  laces  the  skin  about  his  waift  at 
the  rim  above-mentioned,  which  effectually  Shuts 
out  the  water.  They  rub  the  feamswith  a  kind 
of  glue  or  pitch  made  of  feals  blubber. 


In  thefe  boats  they  carry  their  little  conveni- 
ences, and  their  instruments  for  killing  whales, 
feals,  fea-horfes,  fea-unicorns,  &c.  They  alio 
carry  flings  and  Stones  in  their  canoes,  with 
which  they  can  do  execution  at  a  great  dis- 
tance. 

Their  harpoons  are  headed  and  pointed  with 
the  teeth  of  fea-horfes  ;  with  the  upper  end  they 
fpear  the  whales,  or  other  large  animals  when 
they  are  Struck,  the  more  readily  to  difpatch 
them  :  With  the  lower  end  they  Strike  the  fifh, 
and  introduce  into  his  body  a  barb  tipped  with 
iron,  which  remains  there,  whilst  the  other  part 
of  the  harpoon  readily  difengages  itfelf,  and 
comes  out.  To  this  barb  they  taften  a  thong 
made  of  fea-horfes  hide,  at  the  end  of  which  is 
afeaFs-skin  blown  up  ;  this  ferves  as  a  buoy  to 
Shew  where  the  whale  is  when  he  goes  down, 
and  greatly  fatigues  him  in  Swimming.  As  foon 
as  he  expires,  they  tow  him  afhore  with  their 
cances,  and  Strip  him  of  his  fat,  which  ferves 
them  for  food  during  the  winter,  and  likewife  to 
burn  in  their  lamps. 

The  above-mentioned  canoes  for  the  men, 
are  (harp  at  each  end,  about  twenty  feet  long, 
and  two  feet  broad  ,  but  befides  thtie,  they  have 
boats  much  larger,  that  are  open,  and  rowed  by 
the  women,  and  though  made  of  the  fame  mate- 
rials as  the  former,  wiii  carry  above  twenty  per- 
sons. 

On  the  Seventeenth  (fays  Mr.  Ellis)  "  the  ice 
"  being  very  thick  about  us,  we  made  faft  to 
"  the  largeft  piece  we  could  find,  with  Several 
"  ice-anchors  and  ropes,  and  the  crew  of  the 
"  Calirbrnia,  as  well  as  we  in  the  Dobbs  galley, 
"  filled  our  empty  calks  with  irelh.  water,  out 
"  of  the  ponds  that  are  commonly  found  on  the 
"  ice." 

"  Two  days  after,  the  ice  opening,  we  got 
"  under  an  eafy  Sail,  and  proceeding  through 
"  vaft  quantities  of  it,  at  length  reached  Mar- 
"  ble  iiland,  from  whence  the  long-boats  of 
"  each  Ship  were  Sent,  commanded  by  the  chief 
"  mates,  with  whom  I  went  to  oblerve  every 
"  circumftance  relr  ting  to  the  tides,  and  what- 
"  ever  might  furnifh  any  lights  towards  the  dif- 
"  covery  of  a  paffage.  We  Saw  feveral  con- 
"  fiderable  openings  to  the  weflward  of  this 
"  ifland,  and  found  that  the  flood  tide  came 
"  from  the  north-eaft,  the  courSe  of  the  coaft." 

"  We  returned,  and  made  our  report  on  the 
"  Sixteenth  of  Auguft,  on  which  a  council  be- 
"  ing  held,  it  was  agreed  to  defer  any  farther 
"  attempt  to  make  a  difcovery  till  the  nextfum- 
"  mer,  and  to  Steer  to  port  Nelibn,  it  being 
"  preferable  to  any  other  place  in  Hudfon's 
"  Bay,  on  account  of  its  leingthe  iboneft  clear- 
"  ed  of  ice,  and  its  abounding  with  wood,  as 
"  well  as  venilon  and  other  game." 

The  centre  of  Marble  Ifland  lies  in  fixty- 
two  degrees,  fifty-five  minutes  north  latitude, 
and  ninety-two  degrees  welt  longitude  from  Lon- 
don. "  It  is  Situated  near  the  eaStern  coalt  of 
"  HudSon's  Bay,  at  the  entrance  of  the  Wel- 
"  come  :  it  is  two  or  three  miles  in  breadth, 
"  and  its  greateSt  length  from  eaSt  to  well  is  fix 
"  leagues.  It  is  low  at  the  eaft  end,  and  high 
"  at  the  wef).     The  land  is  one  continued  rock 
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of  a  hard  white  kind  of  marble,  interfperfed 
in  fome  places  with  fpots  of  different  co- 
loured ftone,  as  black,  green  and  blue.  The 
tops  of  the  hills  are  prodigioufly  rent  and 
mattered,  and  numbers  of  huge  rocks  are 
confufedly  huddled  together,  under  which  are 
deep  caverns,  whence  ilfues  a  great  noife  re- 
fembling  the  rolling  of  waves.  By  the  water 
thai  oozes  out  of  the  clefts,  there  appears  to 
be  mines  of  copper  and  other  ores  ;  for  in  one 


place  it  was  green,  and  tailed  like  verdigreafe, 
and  in  another  perfectly  red,  dying  the  flones 
over  which  it  patted  of  the  fame  hue.  In  the 
vallies  was  a  mallow  foil  of  turf,  and  but  little 
herbage  •,  but  in  feveral  pools  of  frefh  water 
were  fwans  and  ducks,  and  hard  by  fome 
deer  grazing.  The  only  harbour  is  at  the 
fouth-weft  part  of  the  ifland,  the  entrance  of 
which  is  but  narrow  and  fhoal,  but  within,  it 
is  capacious  enough  to  hold  a  hundred  fail." 


CHAP. 


II. 


The  foips  are  laid  up  in  a  creek  in  Hayes's  river,  near  the  banks  of  which  they  determine  to 
fpend  the  winter;  a  defcription  of  the  log-tents  built  for  the  common  men,  and  the  houfe 
creeled  for  the  officers;  account  of  the  climate  and  natural  productions  of  the  country,  together 
with  the  drefs,  habitations,  and  manners  of  the  natives  ;  a  defcription  of  York  Fort. 


TH  E  Y  had  bluflering  weather,  attended 
with  fnow,  fleet,  and  thick  fogs,  in  their 
paffage  from  Marble  I  Hand  to  Port  Nel- 
fon.  On  the  25th  of  Auguft  they  had  fight  of 
the  fhoals  of  the  river,  which  are  very  danger- 
ous. 

On  the  twenty-fixth  the  weather  being  fine 
and  moderate,  the  boats  of  each  fhip  were  fent 
a-headto  found,  and  to  erect  a  flag  as  a  mark  to 
fail  over  the  flats  at  the  mouth  of  the  fouthern 
branch  or  Hayes's  river.  The  California  got 
fate  to  an  anchor,  but  the  Dobbs  ran  aground 
on  the  flats,  and  if  it  had  blown  hard,  would 
undoubtedly  have  been  loft. 

"  The  governor  under  the  Hud  Ton's  Bay  com- 
"  pany,"  fays  Mr.  Ellis,  "  cruelly  leized  this 
"  opportunity  to  compleat  our  diftrefs,  and  fent 
"  his  boat  and  people  to  cut  down  the  beacon, 
"  which  wr.s  the  only  proper  mark  to  guide  us 
"  into  a  place  of  fafety,  if  we  fhould  be  fo  hap- 
"  py  as  to  get  the  fhip  afloat,  as  we  did  the 
"  next  day,  when  we  got  to  an  anchor  near  the 
"  California." 

As  they  had  intended  to  Winter  at  Port  Nel- 
fon,  they  lent  the  boats  of  each  fhip  to  examine 
that  river,  which  is  the  fineft  in  Hudfon's  Bay. 
As  it  is  navigable  for  many  leagues,  and  has  a 
communication  with  the  great  lakes  behind  Ca- 
nada, the  molt  advantageous  trade  might  be 
carried  on  upon  it,  provided  fettlements  were 
made  thirty  leagues  up,  where  the  climate  is 
temperate. 

This  river,  which  is  about  two  miles  wide  at 
the  entrance,  with  a  very  good  channel  about  a 
mile  broad,  lies  in  fifty-feven  degrees  thirty  mi- 
nutes north  latitude.  The  banks,  which  are 
low,  are  covered  with  large  woods,  chiefly  of 
birch,  poplar,  fir,  fpruce,  larch  and  willow  : 
thefe  woods  abound  with  deer,  hares,  and  rab- 
bits, and  on  the  banks  of  the  river  are  great 
number^  of  geefe,  ducks,  fwans,  partridges, 
phe  ant',  piover,  and  many  other  fowl  in  their 
proper  feafons  •,  nor  is  the  river  itfelf  deltitute  ot 
great  variety  of  fifh. 

All  thefe  advantages,  however,  could  not 
tempt  the  captains  to  repafs  the  fhoals,  and  ex- 


pofe  the  fhips  to  danger  in  entering  the  proper 
channel  :  they  therefore  ran  three  miles  up 
Hayes's  River,  and  then  landed  fome  of  their 
(lores  to  lighten  the  fhips,  which  they  moored 
fafe  in  a  creek  five  miles  above  York  fort. 

As  our  author's  defcription  of  their  manner  of 
building  their  winter-houfes,  and  their  proceed- 
ings, is  very  picturefque,  we  fhall  give  the  par- 
ticulars pretty  nearly  in  his  own  words.  "  We 
"  now  turned  our  thoughts,"  fays  he,  "  on  the 
"  methods  neceffary  for  our  prefervation  •,  and 
"  being  fenfibie  that  the  feverity  of  the  cold 
"  would  render  it  impoflible  to  live  on  board 
"  the  fhips,  fome  of  the  people  were  employed 
"  in  cutting  fire-wood,  and  others  in  building 
"  log-tents.  This  contrivance  I  fuppofe  was 
"  borrowed  from  the  natives  :  they  were  made 
"  of  trees  cut  about  fixteen  feet  long,  raifed 
"  clofe  together,  their  ends  lying  one  againft 
"  another  at  the  top,  and  extending  at  the  bot- 
"  torn,  in  the  form  of  the  roof  of  a  country 
"  houfe.  The  vacancies  between  thefe  logs 
"  were  fluffed  with  mofs,  and  that  being  plaif- 
"  tered  over  with  clay,  made  a  warm  hut  :  the 
"  door  was  low  and  fmall,  there  was  a  fire-place 
"  in  the  middle,  and  a  hole  over  it  to  let  the 
"  fmoke  out." 

"  The  grand  bufinefs  was  building  a  houfe»\ 
"  for  the  officers,  and  we  chofe  a  fituation  that 
"  was  equally  pleafant  and  convenient  :  it  was 
"  on  an  eminence  furrounded  with  trees  •,  the 
"  main  river  was  half  a  mile  diftant  to  the 
"  north-weft  ;  near  the  fame  diftance  was  the 
"  creek  where  our  fhips  lay  •,  at  about  one  hun- 
"  dred  and  fifty  yards  from  the  front  was  a 
"  handfome  bafon  of  water,  called  the  Beaver 
"  Creek,  which  in  profpect  looked  like  a  grand 
"  canal  ;  and  we  were  protected  from  the  north 
"  and  north-eaft  winds  by  thick  and  tall 
"  woods." 

"  This  fituation  being  chofen,  I  drew  a  plan 
"  of  our  intended  maniion,  which  was  approved. 
"  The  houfe  was  to  be  twenty  eight  feet  long, 
"  and  eighteen  broad  •,  it  was  to  have  one  ftory, 
"  the  lower  rooms  fix,  and  the  upper  feven  feet 
"  high  -,  the  captains  and  fome  of  the  principal 
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"  officers  were  to  lie  above,  and  the  remainder 
"  below,  with  the  fubalterns  and  fervants.  The 
"  door  was  to  be  in  the  middle  of  the  front,  five 
"  feet  high  and  three  broad,  with  four  fmall 
"  windows  above  ftairs,  and  the  ftove  was  to  be 
"  placed  in  the  center,  that  every  body  might 
"  equally  partake  of  its  heat." 

"  Thefe  matters  being  thus  adjufted,  all 
"  hands  were  fet  to  work  :  trees  were  cut  down 
"  and  hewed,  planks  fa  wed,  and  the  walls  begun 
"  by  placing  one  log  upon  another,  with  mols 
"  between." 

"  The  weather  was  now  exceffive  cold,  and 
"  Hayes's  river  being  frozen  quite  hard,  we  had 
"  fome  experience  of  what  was  to  be  expected 
"  from  a  Hudfon's  bay  winter." 

"  On  the  fecond  of  November  we  could  not 
"  keep  the  ink  from  freezing  at  the  fire  •,  and 
"  on  the  next  day  all  the  bottled  beer  was  fro- 
"  zen  folid,  though  packed  up  in  tow,  and 
"  near  a  good  fire." 

"  On  the  fixth  the  cold  becoming  infupport- 
"  able  abroad,  the  failors  were  diftributed  among 
"  the  leveral  huts,  which  were  placed  in  the 
"  woods,  and  the  captains,  officers,  &c.  went 
"  to  live  in  their  new  houfe,  which,  in  the  fea 
"  way,  was  chriflened  Montague  houfe,  in  hon- 
"  our  of  his  grace  the  Duke  of  Montague,  who 
"  was  one  of  the  fubfcribers  to  this  expedition." 
"  About  this  time  we  put  on  our  winter 
"  drefs,  which  confided  of  a  robe  of  beaver 
"  ihins,  that  reached  to  our  heels,  and  two 
"  waiftcoats  under  it,  a  cap  and  mittens  of  the 
"  fame,  lined  with  flannel,  a  pair  of  Indian 
*'  ftockings  over  our  yarn  ones,  made  of  broad- 
"  cloth  or  leather,  which  reached  up  to  the 
"  middle  of  the  thigh,  with  fhoes  of  foft  tanned 
"  moofe  or  elk  fkin,  under  which  we  wore  two 
"  or  three  pair  of  blanket  or  thick  duffil  focks  ; 
"  and  a  pair  of  mow  fhoes,  about  five  feet  long, 
"  and  eighteen  inches  wide,  to  prevent  our  fink- 
"  ing  in  the  fnow,  compleated  our  drefs." 

"  This  is  the  garb  of  the  Indians,  who  have 
"  taught  it  the  Englifh,  and  nothing  can  be 
"  better  contrived  both  for  convenience  and 
"  ufe  -,  for  when  thus  equipped,  we  were  able 
"  to  ft  and  almoft  the  keeneft  cold  that  happen- 
"  ed  during  the  winter." 

"  Our  utmoft  fkill  and  induftry  were  now 
"  exerted  in  forming  fnarts  to  catch  rabbits,  and 
"  in  fhooting  partridges,  which  were  fo  numer- 
"  ous  that  a  good  markfman  might  kill  fixty  or 
"  eighty  in  a  day.  The  animals  of  the  fur  kind 
"  are  caught  in  traps  of  different  forts,  or  in 
"  nets ;  and  thus  the  beaver  is  moft  commonly 
"  taken  :  they  lpread  and  dry  their  fkins  in  the 
"  fun,  and  eat  the  flefli,  which  is  very  fat  and 
"  delicious." 

"  The  frofts  continued  very  keen  all  the  month 
"  of  November.  When  the  wind  was  wefferly 
"  or  foutherly  the  cold  was  very  fupportable  •, 
"  but  on  its  changing  to  the  north-eaft  or  north- 
"  weft,  it  immediately  became  exceffive  fharp, 
"  and  was  often  attended  with  a  fort  of  fnow 
"  ike  grains  of  fand,  that  drifted  with  the  wind 
"  in  clouds  from  every  plain,  and  made  it  dan- 
"  gerous  to  be  out  upon  the  river,  or  on  any 
"  flat  place  ;  for  this  drift  fnow  is   commonly 


"  fo  thick  that  one  can  fcarcely  fee  twenty 
"  yards  :  every  path  is  levelled  by  it,  and  fome- 
"  times  people  have  wandered,  in  the  utmoft 
"  danger  of  being  frozen  to  death,  for  hours 
"  together  upon  the  ice  of  the  river,  within  half 
"  a  mile  of  the  factory,  without  being  able  to 
"  find  their  way  to  it." 

"  The  fevere  cold  was,  however,  felt  only  a- 
"  bout  four  or  five  days  in  a  month,  and  gene- 
"  rally  towards  the  full  and  change  of  the  moon, 
"  which  has  a  great  influence  on  the  weather  in 
"  theie  parts  :  but  at  other  times,  though  there 
"  is  a  continued  hard  froft,  the  weather  is  plea- 
'  "  fant  enough." 

"  The  men  now  began  to  fetch  their  provi- 
"  fions  weekly  from  the  fhips  ;  but  ufed  little 
"  in  the  beginning  of  the  feafon,  while  there 
"  were  plenty  of  r.ibbits  :  nay,  they  in  a  good 
"  meafure  fupplied  us  at  Montague  houfe  with 
"  them.  What  they  conveyed  backward  or 
"  forward,  they  drew  upon  fmall  fledges  made 
"  of  about  a  dozen  thin  ftaves  joined  together, 
"  four  in  breadth,  and  turned  up  at  one  end, 
"  the  better  to  Aide  over  the  fnow.  One  man 
"  could  conveniently  draw  on  fuch  a  fledge 
"  above  a  hundred  weight,  fifteen  or  fixteen 
"  miles  in  a  day." 

"  Befides  thefe  frnaller  fledges,  we  had  others 
"  that  were  larger  and  ftronger,  for  carrying 
"  great  weights  ;  they  were  of  the  fame  form  "as 
"  thofe  before  defcribed,  but  ten  or  twelve  feet 
"  long,  and  three  v/ide,  and  required  twenty  or 
"  thirty  men  yoked  to  draw  them." 

"  The  dogs  of  this  country  are  of  the  fize  pf 
"  common  maftiffs  ;  they  never  bark,  but  growl 
"  when  they  are  provoked  ;  they  are  the  only 
"  beafts  of  burden  ufed  by  the  Englifh  and  the 
"  natives,  and  will  draw  much  more  and  to  a 
"  greater  diftance  than  the  men." 

"  In  long  journies  the  men  generally  go  be  ■ 
"  fore  them  to  beat  a  path  with  their  fnow- 
"  flioes.  Thefe  dogs  are  foon  accuftomed  to 
"  whatever  they  are  taught,  and  being  docile 
"  and  tractable  are  very  ufeful." 

"  In  the  Chriftmas  week,  which  was  fpent 
"  very  merrily,  captain  Moor  propofed  to 
"  lengthen,  raife,  and  deck  our  long-boat  for 
"  the  ufe  of  the  difcovery ;  and  after  fome  de- 
"  liberation,  it  was  refolved  on  by  a  majority'. 
"  This  was  an  excellent  meafure,  fince  it  would 
"  have  been  very  dangerous  to  make  fo  clofe  a 
"  fearch  as  was  neceifary  without  it  ;  for  with 
"  fuch  a  veffel,  we  might  go  among  rocks,  and 
"  pafs  over  fhoals, where  a  veffel  of  any  draught 
c:  would  ftrike  :  if  fhe  came  a-ground,  we  could 
"  get  her  off,  or  if  fhe  was  loft,  the  fhips  afford- 
"  ed  a  fafe  retreat." 

"  This  affair  being  fettled,  the  boat  was 
"  drawn  on  a  high  bank  by  the  fide  of  the  creek, 
"  fheltered  by  trees,  and  a  long  tent  was  built 
"  over  her,  and  covered  with  fails,  with  a  fire- 
"  place  in  the  middle,  that  the  carpenters  might 
"  be  able  to  work  all  the  winter." 

The  extent  of  this  country  is  from  fifty-one 
degrees  to  fifty-eight  degrees  north  latitude, 
having  Canada  to  the  foutli,  and  Hudfon's  Bay 
to  the  eaft  •,  but  to  the  north  and  weft  its  boun- 
daries have  not  vet  been  difcovered. 

In 
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In  the  fouthern  parts,  where  our  adventurers 
wintered,  the  foil  is  fertile;  the  furface  being 
a  loofe  dark,  mould,  under  which  are  layers  of 
clay  of  various  colours.  The  land  is  low  and 
marftiy  near  the  fhore,  and  covered  with  feveral 
kinds  of  trees.  Within  land  there  are  large 
plains,  interfperfed  with  lakes  and  tufts  of  trees, 
but  covered  with  little  herbage  except  mofs.  The 
plant  which  the  Indians  call  Wizzekapukka  is 
tried  both  by  them  and  the  Engliih  as  a  medi- 
cine, in  nervous  and  fcorbutic  dilbrders. 

There  are  great  variety  of  plants  and  fhrubs 
in  the  country,  and  many  of  thole  known  in 
Europe,  as  the  goolberry,  currant,  and  crane- 
berry  •,  and  there  are  likewife  lhrubs  that  bear 
red  and  black  berries,  on  which  the  partridges 
feed.  Strawberries,  angelica,  nettles,  butter- 
flowers,  wild  auriculas,  lavine,  many  of  the 
Lapland  plants,  and  feveral  that  are  unknown  in 
England,  are  to  be  met  with  here. 

By  the  fides  of  the  lakes  and  rivers  there  are 
areat  quantities  of  wild  rice.  There  is  likewife 
long  grafs,  and  good  meadow  ground  :  and  at 
the  factories  are  tolerable  gardens,  efpecially  at 
York  Fork,  Albany,  and  Moofe  River,  where 
mod  forts  of  Engliih  garden  Huff,  fuch  as  cab- 
bages, turnips,  beans,  peafe,  and  many  kinds 
of  fallading,  thrive  very  well. 

Farther  within  land  the  country  is  much  more 
fruitful  than  at  thefe  places  •,  for  the  winter  is 
ftiorter  and  lefs  fevere,  and  the  fummer  confide- 
rably  warmer. 

"  There  are  undoubtedly  (fays  Mr.  Ellis) 
"  many  forts  of  minerals  here.  I  have  met 
"  with  iron  ore  •,  lead  ore  is  faid  to  be  found 
"  in  plenty  on  the  furface  of  the  earth  at 
"  Churchill  •,  and  the  northern  Indians  fre- 
"  quently  bring  pieces  of  copper  to  that  fa<ftory. 
"  There  are  alfo  a  great  variety  of  talcs,  fpars, 
"  and  rock  cryftals  of  different  colours,  as  red 
"  and  white,  the  former  refembling  rubies,  and 
"  the  latter  tranfparent,  and  fhooting  into  pen- 
"  tangular  prifms." 

"  A  fubftance  which  bums,  and  refembles 
"  coal,  is  found  in  the  northern  parts  :  the  af- 
"  beftus,  or  ftone-flax,  is  common  here,  as  is 
"  alfo  a  ftone  of  a  black,  fmooth  and  mining 
'.'  furface,  that  eafily  feparates  into  thin  tranl- 
"  parent  leaves,  which  the  natives  ufe  as  look- 
"  ing-glafles.  The  country  likewife  abounds 
"  in  various  forts  of  marble,  fome  perfectly 
"  white,  and  others  fpeckled  with  red,  green 
"  and  blue." 

"  There  are  here  frequently  feen  parhelia, 
"  or  mock-funs,  and  halos  about  the  fun  and 
"  moon,  which  are  very  luminous,  and  beauti- 
"  fully  tinged  with  all  the  colours  of  the  rain- 
"  bow.  I  have  feen  fix  of  thefe  parhelia  at  a 
"  time." 

"  The  true  fun  alfo  rifes  and  fets  with  a  large 
"  cone  of  yellow  light,  perpendicular  to  it,  and 
"  no  fooner  does  it  diiappear,  than  the  aurora 
"  borealis  fpreads  a  thouiand  different  lights  and 
"  colours  over  the  wnole  concave  of  the  iky, 
"  with  fuch  refplendent  beauty,  that  even  the 
"  full  moon  does  not  efface  their  luftre,  though 
"  they  are  more  apparent  when  fhe  does  not 
"  fhine  ;  for  then  one  may  diftir.cr.ly  read  by 
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them,  and  the  fhadows  of  objedls  are  feen 
upon  the  fnow,  tending  to  the  fouth-eaft. 
The  ftars  feem  to  burn  with  a  fiery  red,  efpe- 
cially thole  near  the  horizon." 
"  But  to  return  to  the  climate,  and  the  me- 
methods  we  took  to  iecure  ourfelves  from  the 
cold.  We  ufually  put  at  leaft  a  horfe-load  of 
wood  at  a  time  into  our  flove,  which  was 
built  of  bricks  fix  feet  long,  two  wide,  and 
three  high.  When  the  wood  was  near  burnt, 
we  beat  off  the  embers,  and  threw  out  the 
brands,  and  then  flopped  up  the  top  of  the 
chimney.  This  caufed  a  fulphureous,  fuffo- 
cating  iinell,  and  fo  great  a  heat,  that  not- 
withilanding  the  rigour  of  the  weather,  we 
often  lweat.  The  difference  between  the  cold 
without,  and  the  heat  within,  was  fo  ex- 
treme, that  our  people  fainted  on  entering  the 
houfe,  and  remained  for  fome  time  lifelefs. 
If  a  door  or  window  was  but  opened,  the  cold 
air  rulhed  in  with  great  fury,  and  turned  the 
inclofed  vapours  into  fmall  fnow  :  nor  could 
all  the  heat  we  could  raife  keep  the  windows, 
the  fides  and  deling  free  from  ice.  Thofe 
whofe  bed-cloaths  touched  the  walls  were  ee- 
nerally  frozen  faft  to  them  in  the  morning, 
and  our  breath  fettled  in  a  white  hoar  froft 
upon  the  blarkets.  This  happened  loon  af- 
ter the  fire  went  out ;  f- s  the  houfe  cooled, 
the  lap  that  had  been  thawed  in  the  timber 
with  the  heat,  froze,  fplitting  the  wood  in 
cracks,  with  a  noile  refembling  the  report 
of  amufket." 

"  No  liquid  can  withftand  the  cold ;  ftrong 
brine,  brandy,  and  even  fpirits  of  wine  froze, 
but  the  latter  only  to  a  confiftence  like  oil. 
All  liquors  under  the  proof  of  common  fpi- 
rits became  perfectly  folid,  and  burft  the  vef- 
fels  that  contained  them,  whether  of  wood, 
tin,  or  even  copper." 

"  The  ice  in  the  river  was  about  eight  feet 
thick.  We  could  keep  our  provifions  fweet 
as  long  as  we  pleafed,  without  the  afliftance 
of  fait  :  for  our  game  froze  the  inftant  it  was 
killed,  and  fome  remained  fo  from  Oclo- 
bcr  till  April,  when  it  began  to  grow 
moift." 

"  In  this  country  every  animal  is  furnifhed 
by  nature  with  extraordinary  furs  to  refift  the 
cold,  which  fall  off  as  the  warm  weather  re- 
turns ;  and  even  this  is  the  cafe  with  the  dogs 
;  and  cats  carried  thither  from  Europe.     The 
;  hairs  rabbits  and  partridges,  which  are  brown 
:  and   grey  in  the  lummer,  change  to  white  in 
;  the  winter." 

"  If  we  touched  iron  (fays  our  author)  or  any 
:  other  fmooth  folid  furface  in  the  winter,  our 
'•  fingers  froze  fall  to  it  :  if  in  drinking  a  dram 
:  of  brandy  out  of  a  glals,  our  fingers  or  lips 
:  touched  it,  in  pulling  them  away  the  fkin 
'  was  left  upon  it." 

"  One  of  our  people  carrying  a  bottle  of  fpi- 
'  rits  from  the  houfe  to  the  long  boat,  and  not 
'  having  a  cork,  flopped  it  with  his  finger  ; 
'  but  it  foon  froze  fo  faft,  that  he  was  obliged 
'  to  loofe  part  of  it  to  make  the  cure  practica- 
<  ble." 
"  All  folid   bodies,  as  iron,  glafs,  and   the 
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;'  like,  acquired  lb  intenfe  a  degree  of  cold,  as 
"  to  icfift  die  effects  of  a  ftrong  heat  for  a  con- 
"  fiderable  time.  I  have  brought  an  axe,  that 
"  has  been  expoied  to  the  frolt  without  doors, 
"  and  held  it  within  half  a  foot  of  a  good  fire, 
"  when  pouring  water  upon  it,  it  has  been  in- 
"  ftantiy  lormed  into  a  cake  of  ice,  and  thus  re- 
"  mained  for  lome  time." 

"  \\  e  buried  our  beer  twelve  feet  deep  in  the 
"  ground  on  a  bed  of  willow  and  grafs,  which 
"  we  hkewife  laid  over  it,  and  then  covered  it 
"  wuh  a  lbapy  earth  ;  yet  fome  of  the  caiks  ot 
<c  fmaH  beer  next  the  fides  were  frozen,  and  the 
"  fLong  iron-bound  casks  burft  •,  though  the 
"  lpiruiious  part  remained  fluid  in  the  heart  of 
"  the  ice,  and  was  ftrong,  but  the  ice  on  being 
"  melted  tailed  quite  vapid  :  other  casks  were 
"  not  burft,  nor  were  their  contents  half  con- 
"  gealed  •,  the  watry  parts  having  time  to  thaw, 
"  and  mix  with  the  fpiritueus,  the  beer  was 
"  very  good,  and  we  fancied  better  than  if  it 
"  had  never  been  frozen." 

From  this  account  of  the  feverity  of  the  winter 
in  this  country,  one  would  imagine  that  it  was 
one  of  the  rr.oft  difagreeable  places  in  the  world, 
and    its  inhabitants   extremely  wretched  ;    but 


this   i  i    by  no  means  the  cafe  ;  for  though  the 
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and  enjoy  many  other 
great  degree,    put 


feaibn  is  very  rigorous,  the   people  have  plenty 
them, 
which,    in 

level  with  thofe  who  live   in  a 
;  but  what  will  appear  fomewhat 
is,  that  there  are  Europeans  who 
have  refided  there  fevered  years,  and  prefer  it  to 
any  other  part  of  the  globe. 

The  natives  are  of  a  copper  colour,  and  about 
the  middle  fize  •,  their  eyes  are  black,  as  is  alfo 
their  hair,  which  is  long  and  lank ;  but  their 
features  differ  as  thofe  of  the  Europeans  do  : 
they  are  friendly  and  hontft  in  their  dealings, 
and  are  of  a  chearful  good-natured  and  affable 
difpofition. 

In  fummer  the  men  are  cloathed  in  a  loofe 
coat  made  of  blanket,  which  they  purchafe  ei- 
ther of  the  Englifh  or  French  fettled  in  their 
neighbourhood.  They  wear  a  pair  of  leather 
ftockings  which  reach  high  enough  to  ferve 
likewife  for  breeches  •,  and  their  fhoes  are  made 
of  the  fame  materials. 

The  women  are  drefied  much  in  the  fame  man- 
ner as  the  men,  only  they  wear  a  petticoat  that 
in  winter  reaches  a  little  lower  than  their  knees. 
Their  common  apparel  is  made  of  the  skins  of 
beaver,  deer,  or  otters,  with  the  hair  or  fur  on 
them.  The  fleeves  of  their  upper  garment  are 
commonly  tied  on  with  firings  at  the  fhoulders, 
fo  that  even  in  the  depth  of  winter,  their  arm- 
pits are  expoied  to  the  cold,  which  they  think 
contributes  to  their  health  ;  and  indeed  their 
difeafes  are  very  few,  and  thofe  chiefly  arife  from 
colds  caught  after  drinking  ipirituous  liquors, 
which  they  purchafe  of  the  Englifh,  for  the 
French  have  more  prudence  than  to  fell  them 
any. 

Thofe  Indians  who  live  near  the  fettlements  of 
the  Hudfon's  Bay  company,  are  become  lb  mea- 
gre, fmall  and  indolent,  through  drunkenneis, 
that  they  are  fcarcely  able  to  bear  the  hardfhips 


of  the  country  ;  while  thofe  who  dwell  near  the 
French  fettlements  are  active,  hardy,  and  vigo- 
rous, and  bring  into  trade  a  prodigious  number 
of  furs  more  than  the  others  :  fuch  are  the  happy 
confequences  of  fobriety  ! 

Theydive  in  tents  covered  with  mooze  and 
deer-fkins  fewed  together  ;  but  as  Mr.  Ellis  has 
omitted  a  particular  defcription  of  them,  we 
ihall  give  it  from  the  account  publifhed  by  the 
Clerk  of  the  California. 

"  Thefe  tents,"  fays  he  "  are  of  a  circular 
"  form,  probably  as  that  is  the  moil  capacious, 
"  and  convenient  for  their  fitting  round  the  fire, 
u  which  is  in  the  middle.  They  are  formed  of 
"  poles  fet  to  lean  one  againft  the  other,  fo  as 
"  to  meet  at  the  top,  and  are  extended  below  •> 
l'  an  opening  is  left  where  the  poles  meet  to 
"  admit  the  light,  and  let  out  the  fmoke.  They 
"  ftrew  the  bottom  with  the  tops  of  pine  trees, 
"  and  lie  with  their  feet  *o  the  fire,  and  their 
"  heads  to  the  fides  of  the  tent»  The  entrance 
"  of  the  tent  is  generally  on  the  fouth-weft  fide, 
"  and  they  go  in  by  lifting  up  a  part  of  the  fkins, 
"  to  which  is  fiftencd  -  piece  of  ftick  to  make 
"  it  flap  clofe.  Thefe  tents  are  generally  placed 
"  in  a  bottom,  by  the  fide  of  a  creek  or 
"  river." 

We  fhall  now  purfue  Mr.  Ellis's  account,  who 
fays,  "  As  the  natives  chiefly  -'pend  their  time  in 
"  hunting,  fowling,  and  fiihing,  they  change 
"  their  habitations  according  to -the  plenty  or 
"  fcarcity  of  the  game.  For  this  reafon  alio 
"  they  do  not  live  in  any  great  numbers  toge- 
"  ther.  They  are  influenced  in  their  behaviour 
"  by  a  natural  rectitude,  that  reftrains  them 
"  from  all  aefs  of  violence  and  injuftice,  as  ef- 
"  fectually  as  the  moft  rigorous  laws.  The 
"  chiefs  of  every  family  or  tribe,  who  are  gene- 
"  rally  chofen  from  among  the  moft  ancient  of 
"  the  people,  commonly  for  their  fkill  in  hunt- 
"  inc,  experience  in  trade,  and  their  valour  in 
"  the  wars  they  often  wage  with  the  Efkimaux, 
"  direct  thofe  who  refide  with  them  in  their  dif- 
"  ferent  employments ;  but  their  advice  is  ra- 
"  ther  followed  through  refpect  than  obliga- 
tion." 

"  They  have  no  dependence  for  fubfiftance  on 
"  the  fruits  of  the  earth  •,  but  live  entirely  on 
"  the  animals  they  take  in  hunting,  or  catch  in 
"  traps,  at  which  they  are  very  dextrous. 
"  They  every  feaibn  make  a  prodigious  flaugh- 
"  ter  among  the  deer,  from  the  abfurd  notion, 
"  that  the  more  they  deftrcy  the  greater  plenty 
"  will  fucceed  :  hence  they  fometimes  leave 
"  three  or  four  hundred  dead  on  the  plains,  tak- 
"  ing  out  of  them  only  their  tongues,  and  leav- 
"  ing  their  carcajles  either  to  rot  or  to  be  de- 
"  voured  by  the  wild  beafts.  At  other  times 
"  they  attack  them  in  the  water,  and  kill  great 
"  numbers,  which  they  bring  down  on  floats 
"  to  the  factories." 

Thefe  Indians  feed  on  birds  of  pafiage,  fuch 
as  ducks,  wild  geefe,  fwans,  plover,  and  many 
others  that  in  the  fpring  fly  to  the  northward  to 
breed,  and  return  to  the  fouthward  in  autumn. 
They  likewife  eat  crows,  owls,  pheafants,  par- 
tridges, hawks,  and  eagles,  which  remain  in 
the  country  all  the  winter.     They   comrcunlv 
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boil  the  flefh,  which  they  eat  by  itfelf,  and  then 
drink  the  water  it  is  boiled  in,  which  they  efteem 
veiy  wholfomc  :  they  alio  drels  and  eat  their 
their  filh,  which  are  very  good,  in  the  lame  man- 
ner. 

Up  the  rivers  and  lakes  they  have  large  ftur- 
geon,  pike  and  trout,  and  two  very  delicate  fifb, 
the  one  called  Titymag,  and  the  other  Muthoy, 
which  latter  is  fpotted  with  yellow  and  white, 
and  refembles  an  eel  :  thefe  are  fatteft  in  the 
winter,  when  they  are  caught  by  making  holes 
in  the  ice,  and  letting  down  a  baited  hook,  at 
which  the  filh  bites  greedily. 

At  the  mouths  of  che  rivers,  efpecially  thofe 
in  the  north  part  of  the  country,  are  plenty  of 
fine  trout,  falmon,  and  a  filh  called  a  Sucker, 
which  refembles  a  carp,  and  is  tolerably  good 
citing.  Seals  frequent  thefe  coafts  ;  and  with 
the  Hood  tide  there  comes  in  great  numbers  of 
white  whales,  which  might  ealily  be  taken. 

But  to  return  to  the  Indians.  "■  It  is  thought" 
fays  Mr.  Ellis,  "  a  great  offence  for  woman  to 
"  ftride  over  the  legs  of  a  man  when  he  fits  on 
"  the  ground,  and  they  even  think  it  beneath 
"  them  to  drink  out  of  the  fame  velTel  with  their 
"  wives." 

"  Thefe  people  have  a  cuftom  which  mull 
"  appear  fhocking  to  every  humane  mind  : 
"  when  their  parents  grow  fo  old  as  to  be  unable 
"  to  fupport  themfelves  by  their  labour,  they  re- 
"■  quire  their  children  to  itrangle  them,  and  their 
"  performing  this  is  efteemed  an  aft  of  duty. 
"  It  is  done  in  the  following  manner.  The  oid 
"  perfon's  grave  being  dug,  he  goes  into  it,  and 
"  after  having  converfed,  and  fmoaked  a  pipe, 
"  or  perhaps  drank  a  dram  or  two  with  his  chil- 
"  dren,  he  lets  them  know  that  he  is  ready ; 
"  upon  which  two  of  them  put  a  thong  about 
"  his  neck,  one  Handing  on  one  fide  and  the 
"  other  oppofite  to  him,  who  pull  violently  till 
"  he  is  ftrangled  •,  they  then  cover  him  with 
"  earth,  and  over  that  erect  a  kind  of  rough  mo- 
"  nument  of  Hones.  Such  old  people  as  have 
"  no  children  require  this  office  of  their  friends  •, 
"  but  in  this  laft  cafe  it  is  not  always  complied 
"  with." 

"  Thefe  people  have  a  very  ftrange  maxim 
'  of  policy,  which  is  obliging  their  women  to 
"  procure  frequent  abortions,  by  the  ufe  of  a 
"  certain  herb  common  in  that  country,  in  or- 
"  der  to  eafe  themfelves  of  the  heavy  burthen  of 
*'  a  helplefs  family  •,  but  this  is  however  lefs  bar- 
**  barous  than  the  cuftom  ftill  ufed  in  China  of 
expofing  their  children.  The  natives  of  this 
country  differ  from  almoft  all  other  nations 
in  their  manner  of  making  their  urine,  for 
the  men  always  fquat  down,  and  the  women 
ftand  upright." 

"  They  acknowledge  a  being  of  infinite  good- 
nefs,  whom  they  ftile  Ukkewma,  which  in 
their  language  fignifies  the  Great  Chief ; 
they  confider  him  as  the  author  of  all  the 
bleffings  they  enjoy,  and  fpeak  of  him  with 
reverence.  They  fing  a  kind  of  hymn  to 
his  praife,  in  a  grave  and  folemn  tone,  that  is 
not  altogether  difagreeable  j  yet  their  religi- 
ous fentiments  are  very  confufed." 
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"  They  alfo  acknowledge  another  being, 
whom  they  call  Wittikka,  whom  they  repre- 
fent  as  the  author  of  all  evil,  and  of  him  they 
are  much  afraid  •,  but  I  know  of  no  methods 
that  they  ufe  to  appeafe  him." 
"  The  fituation  of  thefe  poor  people  is  me- 
lancholy enough,  but  they  do  not  feem  ex- 
tremely fenfible  of  it.  Notwithftanding  the 
greateft  part  of  their  lives  is  fpent  in  procur- 
ing necefiaries,  they  have  little  notion  of  pro- 
viding againft  the  diftreffes  to  which  they 
are  fure  to  be  expofed  every  winter  :  from 
their  natural  generofity  they  are  very  free  of 
their  provifions  when  they  have  plenty,  and, 
except  drying  a  little  venifon  and  fifn,  take  no 
care  to  lay  up  fupplies  for  a  time  of  fear- 
city." 

"  The  Indians  who  come  in  fummer  to  trade 
at  the  faftories,  fometimes  miffing  of  the  fuc- 
cours  they  expefted,  have  been  obliged  to 
finge  off"  the  fur  from  thoufands  of  beaver 
fkins,  to  feed  upon  the  leather  :  but  when 
thus  reduced  to  the  greatefl:  extremities,  they 
undergo  them  with  a  kind  of  habitual  and 
fteady  patience,  which  it  is  eafier  to  admire 
than  to  imitate." 

"  It  is  common  with  them  to  travel  two  or 
three  hundred  miles,  even  in  the  depth  of 
winter,  through  a  wide  open  country,  without 
meeting  with  any  houfe  to  receive,  or  carry- 
ing any  tent  to  proteft  them.  When  night 
approaches  they  make  a  little  kind  of  fence5 
with  brufh-wood,  by  the  fide  of  which  they 
kindle  a  fire,  and  after  clearing  away  the 
fnow,  they  lie  down  upon  the  ground,  and 
fieep  between  the  fire  and  the  fence  :  but 
when  they  happen  to  be  benighted  upon  a 
wild  plain,  where  no  wood  can  be  had,  they 
are  obliged  to  lie  down  under  the  fnow,  which 
in  fome  meafure  fhelters  them  from  the 
cold." 

"  But  the  hardfhips  they  fuffer  in  thefe  long 
journies  from  the  difficulty  of  procuring  pro- 
vifions, are  fometimes  much  greater  than  thofe 
that  refult  merely  from  the  cold.  A  ftory 
which  is  related  at  the  faftories,  and  known 
to  be  true,  affords  a  molt  Ihocking  and  dread- 
ful proof  of  this." 

"  An  Indian  coming  with  his  family,  to  trade, 
from  a  place  at  a  very  great  diftance,  had  the 
misfortune  to  meet  with  but  little  game  by 
the  way,  and  was  foon,  with  his  wife  and  chil- 
dren, reduced  to  the  laft  extremity.  They 
plucked  the  fur  from  their  cloaths,  and  as 
long  as  they  were  able,  preferved  life  by  feed- 
ing on  the  fkins,  and  even  thofe  they  wore  ; 
but  this  wretched  refource  foon  failing  them, 
thefe  poor  unhappy  creatures  fupported  them- 
felves by  feeding  on  the  flefh  of  two  of  their 
children." 

"  On  their  arrival  at  the  factory,  the  diffrac- 
ted Indian,  whofe  heart  overflowed  with  grief, 
told  his  melancholy  ftory  with  all  its  affecting 
circumftances  to  the  Engliffi  governor,  when 
to  the  difsrace  of  our  nation,  and  even  of  the 
human  race,  it  was  received  with  a  loud 
laugh:  on  which  the  unhappy  parent,  with  a 
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look  of  amazement,  cried  in  broken  Englifh, 
This  is  no  laughing  talk  !"  and  initantly  went 
away,  no  doubt  highly  edified  at  fuch  Chriftian 
morals." 

"  But  to  return,"  continues  Mr.  Ellis,  "  to 
our  own  affairs.  The  bringing  two  calks  of 
brandy,  to  make  merry  with  at  Chriftmas,  was 
attended  with  fatal  confequences.  The  men, 
who  before  this  feafon  of  mirth  had  been  very 
healthy,  now  indulging  themfelves  too  freely 
in  the  ufe  of  fpirituous  liquors,  were  foon  in- 
vaded by  the  lcurvy.  Thofe  medicines,  which 
in  other  countries  are  generally  ufed  with  fuch 
good  fuccefs  in  this  foul  and  tatal  diieafe,  here 
proved  entirely  ineffectual,  and  the  only  pow- 
erful and  prevailing  medicine  was  tar-water, 
by  the  fteady  ufe  of  which  many  were  faved, 
even  after  the  diftemper  was  far  advanced." 
"  Thofe  Englifh  who  conftantly  refide  here,  are 
little,  if  at  all  expofed  to  this  cruel  diieafe  : 
which  they  attribute  to  the  conftant  ufe  of 
fpruce  beer,  by  the  plentiful  drinking  of  which 
the  people  of  the  four  factories  of  Churchill, 
■  York  Fort,  Albany,  and  Moofe  River,  enjoy 
fo  good  a  ftate  of  health,  that  though  in  num- 
ber above  a  hundred,  feven  years  have  fome- 
;  times  pall  without  their  burying  a  fingle 
;  man." 

"  The  whole  month  of  January  wore  the  fet- 
;  tied  face  of  winter  •,  and  the  partridges  and 
:  rabbits,  which  had  hitherto  been  pretty  plen- 
:  tiful,  began  now  to  grow  very  fcarce.  In  the 
£  middle  of  February  the  weather  grew  lome- 
'  thing  milder,  and  toward  the  latter  end  of 
'  that  month  orders  were  given  to  cut  the  ice 
'  from  about  the  mips,  which  was  performed 
'  with  chifTels  and  pick-axes,  at  which  the  peo- 
'  pie  now  worked  every  day.  The  guns,  and 
'  every  thing  of  confiderable  weight  were  land- 
'  ed,  that  the  fhips  might  be  lighter  when  the 
'  ice  Droke  up." 

"  In  March  we  had  a  fpecimen  of  every  kind 
'  of  weather  ;  the  fnow  melted  whenever  it  was 
'  expofed  to  the  fun,  and  towards  the  end  of 
'  the  month  iome  herbage  began  to  peep  out 
'  on  the  banks  that  fronted  the  fbuth.  The 
'  rivers  and  plains  were  by  this  time  covered 
'  with  water,  and  we  were  apprehenfive  that 
'  the  ice  would  break  up  fuddenly  and  with 
'  violence  :  and  to  prevent  the  ill  confequences 
'  with  which  this  might  be  attended,  orders 
'  were  given  for  getting  every  thing  in  the  mips 
'  ready,  and  after  they  had  been  well  warned 
'  with  fires,  a  furhcient  number  of  men,  with 
'  proper  officers,  were  put  on  board  :  but  A- 
'  pril  opened  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  in  a  good 
'  meafure  freed  us  from  the  terrors  we  were  un- 
'  der  about  the  breaking  of  the  ice,  and  its 
'  driving  againft  the  fhips." 

"  In  the  latter  end  of  this  month  the  fowls 
'  proper  to  the  country  began  to  viiit  us,  and 
'  with  them  abundance  of  wild  fowl  of  ail  the 
'  forts  common  in  the  northern  pans  of  Europe. 
'  We  had  likewife  a  great  flight  of  linall  birds, 
'  moftly  of  a  dark  unpleafing  colour  ;  but  the 
'  iweetneis  of  their  notes  compeniated  forwhat- 
'  ever  was  difagreeable  in  their  plumage." 
"  After  this,  was  a  fhort  return  of  winter, 


;'  attended  with  bleak  winds,  harfh  frofts,  much 
:'  fnow,  with  very  ftormy  and  tempeftuous  wea- 
"  ther,  which  lafted  till  about  the  fixth  of  May, 
"  when  the  warm  weather  returning,  the  creek 
"  where  the  fhipsvlay  became  imperceptibly 
"  clear  of  ice  •,  but  the  river  being  ftill  frozen, 
"  the  fifh  reforted  to  the  creek,where  we  caught 
"  plenty  of  them  with  our  nets." 

"  The  long-boat,  to  which  was  given  the 
"  name  of  the  Refolution,  being  foon  com- 
"  pleatly  finifhed,  was  launched,  and  on  the 
"  ninth  of  June  the  fhips  got  down  the  river,  as 
"  far  as  the  factory  of  York  Fort,  where  we 
"  took  in  our  naval  ftores  and  provifions,  in 
"  crder  to  put  to  lea,  and  to  prolecute  the  dif- 
"  covery." 

Yo«k  Fort  is  fituated  on  the  fouthern  branch 
of  Port  Nelfon  river,  which  is  called  Hayes's 
river,  within  five  miles  of  its  fall  into  the  fea  ; 
in  iifty-feven  degrees  twenty  minutes  north  la- 
titude, and  in  ninety-three  degrees  fifty-eight 
minutes  weft  longitude  from  the  meridian  of 
London.  But  as  Mr.  Ellis  has  omitted  a  particu- 
lar delcription  of  the  fort  and  factory,  we  fhalt 
give  it  from  the  account  pubiifhed  by  the  clerk 
of  the  California, 


"  This  fort  and  the  factory  is  in  a  clear  fpace, 
furrounded  on  three  fides  by  the  woods,  with 
an  open  front  to  the  water.  On  the  fouth- 
eaft  is  a  duck  for  building  or  repairing  floops 
or  boats  •,  between  which  and  the  battery  is  a 
piece  of  land  called  the  Plantation,  where  the 
Indians  who  come  to  the  factory  pitch  their 
tents  ;  and  there  is  generally  a  tent  or  two  of 
old  infirm  Indians,  both  men  and  women, 
who  are  maintained  by  the  factory,  from  which 
this  place  is  feparated  by  two  rows  of  high 
palilades.  Between  thele  are  ftorehoufes,  the 
kitchen,  and  fome  work-fhops,  low  built. 
Within  the  inner  palilades  are  (mall  fpots 
fowtd  with  turnips,  coleworts,  fallads,  and 
other  garden-Huff,  belonging  to  the  gover- 
nor and  officers.  From  the  firft  entrance  of 
the  palilades  to  the  factory  is  a  wooden  plat- 
form." 

"  The  factory  is  a  fquare  fort,  built  with. 
wood,  and  flanked  with  four  linall  baftions  ; 
and  before  it  is  a  ipacious  area.  In  the  up- 
per ftory  of  the  fouth-eaft  baftion  is  the  go- 
vernor's apartment,  to  which  there  is  a  hand- 
fome  flight  of  flairs  out  of  the  area.  It  con- 
fills  of  four  rooms,  witli  a  fire-place  in  the 
largeft,  all  of  them  wamfcotred,  and  neatly 
fitted  up.  Under  the  governor's  apartment 
is  the  common  room  for  the  deputy  governor, 
the  fhip  and  houle  carpenter,  and  others  who 
compote  the  governor's  meis  ;  in  which  is  a 
large  brick  ftove,  ereded  fur  warming  both 
this  and  the  governor's  apartment.  By  the 
fide  of  it  are  leveral  fmall  lodging  rooms.  In 
the  lower  part  of  the  north-eaft  baftion  is  a 
common  room,  with  a  ftove  of  bricic  for 
warming  the  apartments  ;  and  in  this  baftion 
are  lodged  the  fteward  and  cook,  and  all  o- 
thers,  except  the  furgeon,  who  are  not  of 
the  governor's  mefs.  The  other  two  baltions 
and  the  curtains  are  divided  into  ftorehoufes* 
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a  trading  room,  a  magazine,  &c." 
"  The  buildings  have  but  a  mean  appearance 
on  the  outfide  ;  but  they  are  warm  and  con- 
venient ;  and  from  the  platform  on  the  top  is 
an  extenfive  profpect  over  the  woods  of  the 
hills  to  the  lbuth-eaft,  to  the  diftance  of  about 
twenty  miles." 

Mr.  Ellis  informs  us   that  "  There  are  three 
fmall  pattereroes  placed  on  each  of  the  cur- 


tains ;  the  battery,  on  which  are  mounted 
pretty  large  guns,  commands  the  river  ;  it  is 
defended  by  a  i'mall  breaft-work  ;  and  in 
time  of  war,  the  number  of  people  who  re- 
fide  at  the  factory  amount  to  thirty-three,  or 
thereabouts.''' 

"  Thus,  however  formidable  York  Fort  may 
appear  to  the  favages,  it  is  incapable  of  de- 
fence, if  it  mould  happen  to  be  attacked  by 
an  European  army." 


CHAP. 


III. 


They  again  Jet  fail  on  the  difcovery ;  an  account  of  the  Efkimaux  on  the  north-weft  fide  of 
Mudfons  Bay  ;  feveral  attempts  to  difcover  a  paffage  to  the  Great  Wefiern.  Ocean,  particu- 
larly in  the  inlets  called  Wager 's  freight,  which  is  at  length  found  to  be  a  bay  -,  the  tide 
tried 'in feveral  places,  and  every  where  found  to  proceed  from  the  north  ;  the  Jhips  return 
to  England,  without  making  the  defer ed  difcovery. 


THEY  weighed  anchor  on  the  twenty- 
fourth  of  June,  and  having  pafied  the 
fhoals,  flood  to  the  northward  with  a 
fair  wind.  The  next  day  they  failed  through 
large  quantities  of  broken  ice  ;  but  by  keeping 
in  dole  to  the  fhore  they  avoided  the  thickeft 
part  of  it  •,  though  a  great  deal  continued  in  their 
fight  till  they  got  to  the  northward  of  cape 
Churchill,  where  they  had  a  clear  lea,  and  pro- 
ceeded without  difficulty  till  they  made  Centry 
Ifland,  which  lies  in  fixty-one  degrees  forty-five 
minutes  north  latitude." 

The  Relblution  came  along-fide  the  Dobbs 
the  next  day,  and  took  in  provifions  and  fea 
ftores  fufficient  for  ten  men  for  two  months  •, 
and  then  captain  Moor,  Mr.  Ellis,  and  eight 
failors,  went  on  board,  in  order  to  examine  the 
coafts. 

"  The  captain  ordering  the  Dobbs  (fays  Mr. 
"  Ellis)  to  proceed  to  Marble  Ifland,  and  to 
"  wait  there  till  we  joined  her,  the  fhips  failed 
"  to  the  northward,  and  we  flood  in  for  the 
"  fliore,  where  we  grappled  for  that  night.  The 
"  next  day  we  continued  to  fail  along  the  fliore 
"  northward,  through  a  great  deal  of  broken 
"  ice." 

"  The  Efkimaux,  who  inhabit  the  fea  coafts 
"  to  the  northward  of  the  company's  fettlement, 
"  appeared  in  fmall  bodies  on  the  eminences, 
"  and  made  fignals  for  us  to  approach  ;  but  we 
"  failed  on  without  minding  them,  till  we  ar- 
"  rived  at  Knight's  Ifland,  in  the  latitude  of 
"  lixty-two  degrees  two  minutes  north,  where 
"  we  anchored." 

"  We  loon  weighed  from  thence,  and  endea- 
"  voure  i  to  ftand  in  with  the  weft  fliore,  where 
"  a  large  opening  appeared  ;  but  the  weather 
"  growing  tempefluous,  and  the  ice  driving  a- 
"  bout  in  large  pieces,  we  found  it  necefl'ary  to 
"  return  to  Knight's  Ifland,  where  we  took  fhel- 
"  ter  till  the  fifth,  when  the  lea  was  much 
"  clearer." 

"  Here  two  canoes  of  Eskimaux  came  off  to 
"  us  from  the  weft  coaft,  and  upon 
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them  know  that  we  wanted  whalebone,  they 
left  us  ;     but  quickly   returned  with  a  consi- 
derable quantity  of  that,  and  a  large  parcel 
of  bladders,  filled  with  train   oil.     We  pur- 
chafed  the  whalebone  with  lbme  fmall  hatch- 
ets, knives,  bits  of  iron  hoops,  and  the  like  ; 
but  did  not  care  to  incumber  ourfelves  with 
the   oil,  though  they  would  no   doubt  have 
offered  us  a  good  bargain ;    for  they  were 
prefling  to  have  us  go  to  fome  iflands  that  lay 
in  fight  to  the   weftward,  where  they  intima- 
ted that  they  had  confiderable  quantities  of 
both  ;  but  this,  as  our  bufinefs  was  not  trade, 
we  thought  fit  to  decline.     We  here  faw  great 
numbers  of  feals  and  white  whales." 
"  There  happened  a  circumftance  which  filled 
us  with  aftonifhment  :  in  failing  through  the 
ice,  and  among   thefe  iflands,  the  needles  of 
our  compafles    loft  their   magnetic   quality. 
This  evil  we  ftrove  to  remedy  by  retouching 
them  with    an   artificial  magnet,  but  to  very 
little  purpofe  •,    for   if  they  recovered   their 
powers  by  this  means, they  prefently  loft  them 
again.     This    occafioned   much   fpeculation, 
in  order  to  account  for  this   ftrange  pheno- 
menon ;  but  upon  carrying  the  compafs  to  a 
warm   place,     the   needles    ipeedily  relumed 
their  activity,  and  pointed  as  ufual." 
"  On  the  fifth  of  July  we   ftood  over  to  the 
fouth  fide  of  Sir  Biby's  Ifland,  in  hopes  of  be- 
ing able  to  enter  the  opening  we  had  attempt- 
ed before  ;  but  the    ice   driving  in  and   out 
in  very  large  pieces,  we  were  again  obliged  to 
defift." 

"  Here  fix  canoes,  full  of  Eskimaux,  came 
on  board  with  a  large  parcel  of  whalebone, 
which  we  purchaled  upon  terms  as  much  to 
their  fatisfadtion,  as  to  our  profit." 
"  We  then  fleered  to  the  north-weft  •,  and 
after  pafiing  over  feveral  fhoals,  and  running 
between  many  low  iflands,  entered  Nevill's 
Bay,  the  fame  we  attempted  at  the  fouth  end 
of  Sir  Biby's  Ifland,  which  in  a  manner  covers 
it,  lying  at  the  diftance  of  about  five  leagues 

"  to 


35° 


Mr.     HENRY     ELLlS's    VOYAGE 


to  the  fouth-eaft.  "When  one  is  in  it,  it  ap- 
pears a  very  capacious  harbour,  well  fheltered 
from  the  fea  ;  and  in  the  bottom  of  it  is  a 
pretty  large  river  running  weftward." 
"  The  main  land  about  it  chiefly  confifts  of  a 
fmooth  rock,  covered  with  mofs,  with  here 
and  there  a  few  fmall  plants." 
"  On  repafling  the  fhoals  with  an  intention  to 
coaft  to  the  northward,  the  tide  fwept  us  up- 
ridge  of  ftones,  where  our  veffel  narrow- 
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ly  efcaped  being  ftaved  to  pieces.  While  we 
were  in  this  hazardous  fituation,  fix  canoes 
of  Eskimaux  came  off"  to  us  with  whalebone 
which  we  bought  of  them." 
"  They  were  very  fenfible  of  our  diftrefs  ;  but 
fo  far  from  taking  any  advantage  of  it,  that 
they  were  not  only  extremely  civil,  but  high- 
ly ferviceable  ;  for  when  the  tide  of  flood 
floated  us  off",  an  old  man,  who  feemed  bet- 
ter acquainted  with  the  place  than  the  reft, 
paddled  before  us,  pointed  out  the  lhoals, 
and  kept  in  deep  water.  Thus  it  was  in  fome 
meafure  by  his  affiftance,  that  the  Refoluticn 
efcaped  being  loft,  and  was  even  faved  from 
differing  the  leaft  damage.  Whatever  other 
authors  may  fay  to  their  prejudice,  it  is  but 
juftice  to  own,  that  they  behaved  not  only  with 
humanity,  but  with  great  kindnefs  and  friend- 
fhip." 

"  I  could  not  help  admiring  the  induftry  and 
ingenuity  of  thefe  people,  who,  for  want  of 
iron,  are  frequently  obliged  to  make,  not 
only  the  bars  of  their  harpoons,  but  alio  their 
hatchets  and  knives,  of  flones,  fea-horfes 
teeth,  and  lea-unicorns  horns  •,  and  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  conceive  the  dextrous  ufe  they  make 
of  materials  that  feem  fo  very  improper  for 
the  puipofe  to  which  they  employ  them.  Their 
needles  are  alio  made  of  the  fame,  and  yet 
their  cloaths  are  perfectly  well  fewed,  in  the 
lame  manner  as  thofe  of  the  people  we  meet 
with  in  Hudlbn's  Streights." 
"  From  hence,  as  well  as  from  the  conformity 
between  them  in  their  language,  perfons  and 
cuftoms,  we  concluded  that  they  were  origi- 
nally one  people  ;  but  theie  were  more  affa- 
ble and  friendlv,  and  alio  more  accomplifhed 
artifts." 

"  The  borders  of  their  habits  are  commonly 
fringed  with  cut  leather,  and  are  fometimes 
hung  with  fawns  teeth.  The  women  do  not, 
like  thofe  of  the  other  Eskimaux,  ftick  out 
the  fides  of  their  boots  with  whalebone :  and 
they  differ  from  thofe  already  delcribed,  in 
wearing  a  cap  made  of  the  skin  of  a  buffalo's 
tail,  which  though  it  has  a  molt  horrid  appear- 
ance, is  very  ufeful  in  keeping  off  the  moski- 
tos,  which  are  here  exceffivcly  troublefome. 
Indeed  the  hair  hanging  over  their  faces,  fome- 
what  obftrucls  their  fight  •,  however,  it  is  ea- 
fily  removed  with  their  hands,  and  was  it  not 
for  this  defence,  thole  infe&s  would  be  here 
infupportable." 

"  For  this  purpofe  their  children  wear  them, 
while  they  hang  at  their  mother's  backs  ;  and 
as  thus  dreffed  they  make  a  moft  difmal  fi- 
gure, it  is  apt  to  raife  a  fhocking  idea  of  the 
barbarity  cf  ihefe  people,  tho'  they  are  very 


harmlefs  and  inoffenfive." 
"  On  their  going  to  fea,  in  order  to  catch 
fifh,  they  commonly  take  in  their  boats  a 
bladder  full  of  train-oil,  as  our  people  do  a 
dram-bottle,  and  feem  to  drink  the  contents 
with  the  fame  reliih  •,  nay,  when  their  ftock 
was  out,  we  have  fometimes  fieen  them  draw 
the  bladder  through  their  teeth,  with  much 
feeming  fatisfaftion.  They  are  probably  con- 
vinced by  experience  of  the  falutary  effedls  of 
this  coarie  kind  of  oil  in  this  rigorous  climate, 
which  makes  them  fo  fond  of  it." 
"  Thus  the  inhabitants  of  St.  Kilda,  a  rocky 
iland  on  the  coaft  of  Scotland,  are  as  much 
pleafed  with  the  oil  they  make  of  the  fat  of 
Solan  geefe,  which  muft  be  very  near  as  ran- 
cid. The  Elkimaux  alfo  ufe  this  oil  for  their 
lamps,  which  are  made  of  ftone,  hollowed 
out  as  artificially  as  can  well  be  expected  con- 
fidering  their  tools  :  but  inftead  of  cotton 
they  have  no  other  wick  but  dried  goofe 
dung." 

"  Their  manner  of  kindling  a  fire  appears  very 
extraordinary :  they  prepare  two  pieces  of 
dry  wood,  and  making  a  fmall  hole  in  each, 
fit  into  them  a  little  cylindrical  piece  of  wood, 
round  which  a  thong  is  put  •,  they  then,  by 
pulling  the  ends  of  this  thong,  whirl  the  cy- 
:  lindrical  piece  about  with  i'uch  velocity,  that 

■  the  motion  fets  the  wood  on  fire,  when  light- 
;  ing  a  little  dry  mofs,  which  ferves  for  tinder, 

■  they  mnke  as  large  a  fire  as  they  pleafe  :   but 
;  as  the  little  timber  they  have  is  drift  wood, 

this  fails  them  in  the  winter,  and  they  are  ob- 
liged to  make  ufe  of  their  lamps  for  the  fup- 
ply  of  their  family  occaiions." 
"  It  muft  not  be  omitted,  that  thefe  poor 
creatures  were  lb  far  from  being  jealous  of 
their  wives,  that  they  would  willingly  have 
proftituted  them  to  us,  from  a  notion  that 
our  children  by  them  would  have  been  in  every 
refpecl  as  much  fuperior  to  thofe  of  their  na- 
tion as  they  took  us  to  be  ;  for  they  imagine, 
that,  in  the  moft  literal  fienfe,  every  man  be- 
gets his  like,  and  thr.t  the  fon  of  a  captain 
muft  infallibly  be  a  captain." 
'•  On  the  ninth  of  July  we  anchored  at  Sea- 
Horfe  Ifland,  which  is  very  properly  named, 
prodigious  numbers  of  thofc  creatures  refort-  . 
ing  thither  ;.  and  this  being  their  feafon  of 
propagation,  they  were  extremely  furious,  and 
roared  in  a  terrible  manner  ;  many  of  them 
flouncing  about  upon  the  beach,  and  Hill 
greater  numbers  In  the  fea  that  wafhes  its 
coafts.  This  ifland  is  alfo  frequented  by  valt 
flocks  of  fea-fowls." 

"  The  next  day  we  flood  along-fhore  among 
many  fmall  iflands  and  pieces  of  floating  ice, 
till  we  arrived  at  Whale-Cove  in  the  latitude 
of  fixty-two  degrees  thirty  minutes  north. 
To  the  Weftward  of  this  place,  we  difcovered 
a  bay,  in  which  were  many  iflands,  from 
whence  we  were  vifited  by  a  few  lavages  ; 
for  it  is  obfervable,  that  in  the  fummer  fea- 
fon they  always  fix  themfelves  on  the  moft 
defolate  iflands  for  the  convenience  of  fifh- 
ing." 

"  Upon  one  of  thefe  iflands  captain  Moor 

"  thought 
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'  '  though:  proper  to  land  jii  h  little  tVc-at  we 
kt  nude  nfe  of  upon  fitch  Ot'cafioiis  ;  in  which  I 
"  accompanied  him,  together  with  two  of  the 
"  men.  We  were  no  fooner  op.  more,  than  wc 
"  were  met  by  about  twenty  Eikimaux,  mod  of 
"  them  women  and  ehildfefi  -,  for  the  men  v  ere 
"  gone  a  fifhing  ;  but  we  loon  left  them  in  order 
?  to  take  a  view  of  the  place  ;  and  having  gain- 
"  ed  the  higheft  part  of  the  ifland,  looked  out 
"  for  fome  confiderable  opening,  but  in  vain  : 
14  for  this  reafon,  and  becaulc  we  obferved  the 
44  ride  of  flood  coming  in  from  the  ealtward,  we 
"  returned  on  board  the  Refolution." 

"  The  following  day  we  arrived  at  a  point, 
';  from  whence  we  difcoveied  a  large  opeftine 
"  running  to  the  weftward,  to  which  I  gave  the 
44  name  of  Corbet's  Inlet  :  but  we  did  not  cn- 
"  ter  it,  becaufe  the  tide  of  flood  came  in  from 
"  the  eaftward,  and  becaufe  captain  Moor 
"  thought  lie  faw  the  end  of  it  •,  fb  that  after 
'■  fbrae  fliort  intercourfe  with  the  Efkimaux, 
"  who  were  there  pretty  numerous,  and  fup- 
"  plying  ourfelves  with  frefh  water,  great  plenty 
"  of  which  we  found  in  the  cavities  of  the  rocks, 
"  occaiioned  by  the  melting  of  the  mow,  we 
44  relblved  to  return  again  to  the  fhips,  which 
"  we  accordingly  did,  and  found  them  both  I 
44  lying  at  anchor  in  a  tolerable  good  road  be- 
"  twecn  Marble  ifland  and  the  main." 

"  In  our  abfence,  the  Dobbs  galley  had  been 
"  expofed  to  a  great  deal  of  danger  from  the  ice 
44  driving  down  upon  her  out  of  Rankin's  Inlet, 
"  fituated  about  four  leagues  to  the  Weftward, 
"  where  about  that  time  the  ice  had  broke  up. 
"  Into  this  place  captain  Smith  had  lent  his 
"  chief  and  fecond  mates  to  examine  it-,  but 
"  after  failing  about  thirty  leagues  upon  differ- 
"  ent  couifes,  it  was  founi  to  terminate  in  a 
"  bay." 

"  According  to  the  accounts  given  of  this 
"  inlet  by  the  fecond  mate  before  this  fearch 
"  was  made,  there  feemed  to  be  fome  probabi- 
"  lity  of  a  paffage,  which  induced  captain 
'  Smith  to  attempt  entering  it  with  his  lhip  : 
"  but  being  foon  embarraffed  by  dangerous 
"  rocks  and  fhoals,  he  delifted  and  returned  to 
"  Marble  Ifland." 

"  On  the  morning  that  we  returned  on  board 
"  the  Dobbs  galley,  captain  Smith  of  the  Ca- 
"  lifomia  had  lent  his  fecond  mate  in  the  long- 
"  boat,  to  fearch  all  the  coaft  between  cape  Ja- 
"  labert  and  cape  Fullerton." 

"  While  we  remained  here,  there  arrived  fix 
"  Efkimaux,  from  whom  we  bought  the  flefh 
44  offourfeals  to  make  train  oil,  and  then  dif- 
"  miffed  them,  firing  one  of  our  great  guns  at 
"  their  departure  ;  but  the  found  being  ecchoed 
"  from  all  the  neighbouring  rocks,  made  fuch 
"  a  terrible  noife  that  they  were  extremely 
44  frighted,  and  never  after  came  near  us." 

'  On  the  fourteenth  we  weighed,  and  in 
44  company  with  the  California  fleered  to  the 
"  northward,  difpatching,  at  the  fame  time,  the 
"  Refolution,  under  the  command  of  the  chief 
44  mate,  to  make  the  fame  tour  that  had  been 
44  propofed  for  the  California's  long-boat,  with 
"  inltructions  to  join  us  again  about  Cape  Ful- 
M  lerton.     All  the  next  day  we  failed  through 


very  thick  fhoals  of  ice,  which  at  length  grew 
impaffable,  lb  that  we  and  the  California  were 
obliged  to  grapple  to  a  very  large  field,  as  the 
learned  in  that  part  of  the  world  term  it,  till 
its  feperanon  allowed  us  a  iafe  paflage  :  while 
we  lay  thus,  we  faw  a  vaft  number  of  feals  and 
fea-horfes  lie  balking  upon  the  ice-field  •,  but 
we  did  not  give  them  much  difturbance." 
"■  Two  days  afterwards  the  ice  parted,  and 
we  flood  in  for  the  fliore,  where  we  foon  got 
pretty  clear  of  it.  As  the  boats  did  not  join 
us  fo  foon  as  we  expected,  we  began  to  grow 
impatient  and  uneafy,  and  it  was  at  length 
agreed,  that  the  fhips  fhould  feperate,  in 
order  to  go  in  queft  of  them.  Accordingly 
the  California  flood  to  the  fouth  and  we  to  the 
north." 

"  In  the  mean  time  I  went  afhore  with  the  pin- 
nace, to  a  head-land  in  the  latitude  of  fixty-four 
degrees  thirty-two  minutes,  to  which  we  gave 
the  name  of  Cape  Fry,  in  honour  of  Rowland 
Fry,  Efq;  one  of  the  committee.  In  our  paf- 
fage we  faw  feveral  whaks  fporting  near  the 
fhore  ;  and  upon  trying  the  tide,  we  found 
it  came  from  the  north.  The  coaft:  was  of  an 
eafy  afcent,  but  role  pretty  high  ;  the  hills  at 
a  diftance  from  the  fhore  were  of  a  red-co- 
loured rock,  very  fmooth,  and  entirely  bare  : 
in  the  vallies  between  them,  the  foil  is  cover- 
ed with  a  kind  of  turf,  with  pretty  long  grafs, 
and  here  and  there  fome  plants  bearing  yellow 
flowers  ;  as  alfo  a  kind  of  vetch  then  in  bloom, 
which  bore  blue  and  red  flowers  •,  there  were 
great  plenty  of  thefe  near  the  ponds,  of  which 
we  found  many.  We  faw  feveral  herds  of 
deer  browzing  on  the  fides  of  the  hills-,  but  we 
had  not  time  to  chace  them,  becaufe  the 
Dobbs  galley  waited  for  us  in  the  offing.  The 
fea  weed  near  the  fhore  grows  to  an  extraordi- 
nary fize,  fome  to  the  length  of  thirty  feet, 
which  feems  the  more  furprizing,  as,  from  the 
feverity  of  the  climate,  there  are  but  few  vege- 
tables on  fhore." 

"  On  the  twenty-firft  we  failed  in  fearch  of 
our  boats  -,  and  the  next  day  fell  in  with  the 
California  -,  when  upon  mature  deliberation, 
it  was  refolved  to  wait  no  longer  than  the 
twenty-eighth,  aad  that  the  California  fhould 
fleer  to  the  latitude  of  fixty-four,  and  the 
Dobbs  to  that  of  fixty-five  degrees  north. 
We  alfo  took  the  neceffary  precautions  to 
prevent  any  accident  that  might  happen  by 
the  boats  palling  by  while  we  were  thus  em- 
ployed. A  pole  was  erected  with  a  flag  flying 
at  cape  Fry,  at  the  foot  of  which  a  letter  was 
buried,  to  give  inftructions  how  to  a£t,  and 
information  where  we  were  gone  -,  and  left 
they  fhould  not  obferve  this,  a  large  cafk  was 
moored  about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the  fhore, 
;  where  we  judged  they  would  pafs,  and  upon 
■  this  alfo  was  fixed  a  fmall  flag,  with  an  inti- 
•  mation  that  they  fhould  repair  to  Cape  Fry 
;  for  farther  intelligence." 

"  We  now  failed  to  the  northward,  and  hav- 
'  ing  reached  the  latitude  of  fixty-five  degrees 
'  five  minutes,  I  went  In  the  pinnace  with  the 
'  fecond  mate  and  fix  hands,  on  the  weft:  coaft 
'  or  the  Welcome,  in  order  to  try  the  tide  ;  and 

"  found 
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found  the  flood  ft  111  coming  from  the  north- 
ward. The  country  differed  but  little  from 
that  about  Cape  Fry,  except  that  it  appeared 
fomewhat  higher  ;  we  alio  here  obferved  great 
herds  of  deer  feeding.  In  our  paflage  we 
took  notice  of  feveral  black  whales,  and  con- 
fidering  the  numbers  we  faw  upon  this  coalt, 
it  is  highly  probable  that  a  molt  advantage- 
ous fifhery  might  be  carried  on  here  from  the 
factories." 

"  On  the  twenty-fixth  we  failed  back  to  Cape 
Fry,  where  we  had  the  pleafure  of  meeting 
with  the  California,  in  company  with  the  two 
boats.  The  officers  on  board  them  reported, 
that  they  found  an  inlet  in  fixty-four  degrees 
north  latitude,  which  was  three  or  four  leagues 
wide  at  the  entrance  ;  but  upon  their  failing 
eight  leagues,  it  increafed  to  fix  or  feven 
leagues  v.  ide  ;  that  ten  leagues  higher  it  grew 
narrower  by  degrees,  till  it  became  only  four 
leagues  wide  ;  but  though  they  could  perceive 
the  fhores  open  again,  tliey  were  difcouraged 
from  proceeding  farther,  by  obierving  that  the 
water  grew  thicker,  frefher  and  fhallower. 
They  met  in  their  paffage  with  many  of  the 
Eskimaux,  who,  at  a  fmall  expence,  fupplied 
them  with  a  confiderable  quantity  of  frefh  ve- 
nifon,  and  would  have  procured  them  more, 
as  well  as  train  oil,  if  they  could  have  ftaid 
for  them." 

"  It  is  however  highly  probable,  that  this 
inlet  may  have  fome  communication  with  the 
great  lake  within  land,  which  may  perhaps 
have  another  outlet  into  the  weftern  ocean. 
What  gives  weight  to  this  conjecture  is,  that 
the  itream  of  ebb  runs  falter  by  one  half  than 
in  the  Thames,  for  ten  hours  in  twelve,  tho' 
it  is  above  twelve  miles  broad.  At  firft  fight 
the  frefhnefs  of  the  water  may  feem  conclufive 
againlt  a  paffage;  but  if  it  had  been  quite 
frefh  upon  the  furface,  it  would  have  been 
far  from  being  fo  •,  bccaufe  as  this  was  the 
feafon  when  the  fnows  were  melting  and  drain- 
ing off  the  land,  that  might  have  been  expect- 
ed, and  would  have  been  no  more  than  what 
is  found  in  the  Baltick,  and  on  the  weft  coalt 
of  Africa  after  the  rainy  months." 
"  It  may  be  proper  alio  to  remark,  that  tho' 
the  tide  cf  flood  coming  from  the  weft  would 
have  been  a  proof  of  its  being  a  paflage  to 
another  fea,  yet  a  flood  from  the  eaft  is  by  no 
means  a  direct  proof  of  the  contrary  ;  for  it 
is  well  known,  that  in  the  ftreights  or  Magel- 
lan the  tides  from  the  two  oceans  meet,  and  it 
is  probable  that  whenever  a  difcovery  is  made 
of  a  North-welt  Paflage  this  will  be  the  cafe 
there." 

"  Being  near  Wager's  Streight,  and  abfo- 
lutely  certain  that  the  tide  in  the  Welcome 
came  from  the  north,  the  captains  were  of  opi- 
nion, that  confidering  the  warm  difpute  about 
it  between  Arthur  Dobbs,  and  captain  Mid- 
dleton,  and  the  great  expectations  this  difpute 
had  railed,  it  was  neceflary  to  try  whether  it 
was  really  a  itreight  into  the  Weftern  Ocean, 
as  the  former  of  thofe  gentlemen  had,  from 
very  probable  reafons,  concluded  ;  or  a  frefh- 
water  river,  as  the  captain  had  imagined." 


"  Wager's  Streight,  as  it  was  then  called,  is 
in  fixty-five  degrees  thirty-three  minutes 
noith  latitude,  and  in  eighty-eight  degrees 
weft  longitude  from  London  •,  having  Cape 
Montague  on  the  north,  and  Cape  Dobbs  on 
the  fouth  ;  the  narroweft  part  is  nearly  five 
leagues  to  the  weftward  of  the  laft-mentioned 
cape,  and  there  the  tide  flows  like  a  fluice,  the 
fpring-tides  running  at  the  rate  of  eight  or  nine 
miles  an  hour." 

"  While  the  fhips  were  in  this  place  we  had 
very  little  command  of  them  •,  for  the  rapidi- 
ty of  the  current  carried  the  California  four 
or  five  times  round,  notwithltanding  the  ut- 
moft  endeavours  of  her  crew  to  prevent  it : 
there  could  not  be  a  more  furprizing  fpecia- 
cle  than  the  view  of  the  water,  which  raged, 
foamed,  boiled  and  whirled  about  like  a  great, 
torrent  broken  by  many  rocks  :  this  feems  to 
have  no  other  caule  than  the  narrownefs  of  the 
channel,  in  proportion  to  the  vaft  body  of 
water  that  pafles  through  it." 
"  Many  pieces  of  ftraggling  ice  came  in  with 
us  from  the  Welcome  •,  and  though  we  went 
at  a  great  rate,  yet  by  the  force  of  the  irregu- 
lar current,  they  fometimes  ran  a-head  of  us, 
and  then  fell  a-ftern  of  us  again." 
"  We  were  about  three  hours  in  this  fitua- 
tion  ;  but  having  palled  Savage  Sound,  where 
the  channel  grew  broader,  and  the  tide  lefs 
rapid,  we  found  we  were  more  at  our  eafe,  and 
in  greater  fafety.  This  found  is  formed  by  a 
chain  of  fmall  iflands  that  extends  at  fome 
diflaiae  from  the  north  fhore,  behind  which 
captain  Middleton  lay,  when  formerly  in  this 
place." 

"  On  the  thirtieth  we  found  ourfelves  off* 
Deer  Sound,  about  eight  or  ten  leagues 
higher  up,  and  foon  after  difcovered  a  good 
place  for  fecuring  the  fhips,  in-  a  manner  fur- 
rounded  with  high  rocky  iikinds  that  flicker- 
ed it  from  almoit  every  wind  :  to  this  place 
we  gave  the  name  of  Douglas  Harbour, 
in  honour  of  James  and  Henry  Douglas, 
Efqrs." 

"  After  mooring  our  fhips,  a  council  was  held 
on  board  the  Dobbs  galley,  in  which  it  was 
unanimoufly  agreed,  that  the  fhips  fhould  re- 
main in  their  prefent  ftation,  while  the  boats 
of  each  fliould  proceed  up  the  ftreight  as  far 
as  poflible,  to  determine  whether  it  was  a  paf- 
lage to  the  Weftern  Ocean  of  America  or  not; 
and  it  was  relolved,  to  prevent  the  fhips  be- 
ing detained  by  waiting  for  the  boats,  that  if 
they  did  not  return  by  the  twenty- fifth  of  Au- 
truft,  both  fhips  fliould  fet  fail  for  Eng- 
fand." 

"  In  purfuance  of  thefe  refolutions,  the  cap- 
tains failed  with  proper  officers,  and  a  fuftici- 
ent  number  of  hands,  in  the  boats  belonging 
to  their  reipeclive  fhips,  upon  the  laft  day  of 
the  month,  with  a  fine  gale,  and  continued  a 
wefterly  courfe  Pill  the  ftreight  diminifhed  in 
breadth  from  ten  leagues  to  lcarce  one." 
"  It  was  now  almoit  night,  when  we  were 
alarmed  by  a  very  loud  noife,  refembl.ing  the 
found  of  a  vaft  cataract: ;  but  not  being  able  to 
difcover  from  whence  it  came,  it  was  thought 

"  necef- 


TO     DISCOVER     A     NORT  H-W  EST     PASSAGE. 


353 


*'  neceffary  to  come  to  an  anchor,  that  fome 
«'  of  us  might  go  on  the  eminences  on  fhore,  to 
*'  fee  what  difcoveries  we  could  make.  This 
"  was  accordingly  done  ;  but  the  fhore  proving 
"  exceffively  rocky  and  fteep,  it  was  dark  before 
"  we  could  get  to  the  top,  and  we  were  oblig- 
"  ed  to  return  to  our  boat  very  weary,  and  no 
*'  wifer  than  when  we  went.  In  afcending  thefe 
*'  rocky  mountains  we  had  at  once  as  great,  as 
"  gloomy,  and  as  awful  aprofpect  as  perhaps  was 
'*  ever  beheld  by  mortal  eyes.  While  we  walk- 
"  ed  along  the  beach,  the  ragged  rocks  fcemed 
•*'  pendent  over  our  heads :  in  fome  places  were 
**  falls  of  water,  dafhing  from  cliff  to  cliff-, 
"  from  others  hung  rows  of  prodigious  ificles, 
"  one  behind  another,  like  the  pipes  of  a  vaft  or- 
"  gun  j  but  the  molt  tremendous  part  of  the 
"  fcene  were  the  firattered  crags  that  lay  at  our 
"  feet,  and  plainly  appeared  to  have  been  torn 
"  from  the  mountain  tops,  through  the  expan- 
"  five  power  of  the  rigorous  frofts,  and  rolled 
"  down  the  fides,  till  they  reached  the  places 
"  where  they  now  lay." 

11  The  reader  will  eafily  believe,  that  we  fpent 
"  the  night  with  no  great  fatisfaclion.  Early  in 
'•  the  morning  we  went  afhore,  where  we  foon 
«*  difcovered  that  the  aftonifhing  noife  we  had 
"  heard  was  cccafioned  by  the  tides  being  con- 
*'  fined  in  a  paflage  about  fixty  yards  wide  : 
"  both  the  bedy  of  water  and  its  rapidity  were 
"  exceeding  great  •,  and  though  we  were  above 
"  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  from  the  entrance 
"  of  the  flreight,  its  colour  was  perfectly  bright, 
"  its  tafte  was  very  fait,  and  the  tide  commonly 
"  rofe  fourteen  feet  and  a  half  at  the  full  and 
"  change  of  the  moon." 

"  Cbferving  that  the  ftreight  opened  beyond 
"  this  fall  to  live  or  fix  miles  wide,  and  ran  fe- 
"  veral  leagues  to  the  weilward,  we  were  ftill  in 
"  hopes  of  a  paflage  :  our  greateft  difficulty  was 
"  how  to  pals  the  fall  -,  but  this  was  much  eafier 
«*  than  we  had  apprehended,  for  I  palled  it  in  a 
"  little  boat  when  it  was  in  its  full  fury,  and 
"  we  loon  found  that  it  might  be  eroded  with- 
u  out  the  kail  hazard  at  half  flood,  when  the 
"  water  below   the  fall  was  upon  a  level  with 
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"  that  above. 

"  While  we  lay  here,  three  Indians  came  to 
**  us  in  their  canoes,  and  appeared  from  their 
*'  manners  to  be  the  fame  fort  of  people  as  thofe 
"  we  met  with  on  other  parts  of  the  coaft,  but 
"  they  were  much  lower  in  ftature  ;  for  it  is  ob- 
"  fervable,  that  in  failing  north  of  York  Fort 
**  every  thing  dwindles,  fo  that  in  fixty-one 
"  degrees  trees  fhrink  into  brufh-wood,  and  be- 
"  vend  the  latitude  of  fixty-feven  degrees  none 
"  of  the  human  Ipecies  appear.  Thefe  Indians 
"  a:  Eirft  feemed  a  little  timorous,  we  being 
"  probably  the  firft  Europeans  they  had  ever 
"  feen  ;  but  upon  our  making  figns  of  friend- 
**  {hip,  they  grew  bolder,  and  came  to  converfe 
"  with  us  i  when  letting  them  know  that  we 
"  wanted  Tuktoa,  which  in  their  language  fig- 
"  nifies  veniion,  they  went  afhore  and  brought 
"  us  fome,  that  had  been  cured  after  their  man- 
"  ner  by  drying,  with  fome  pieces  of  buffaloes 
*••'  fleih  that  appeared  to  have  been  latelv  killed. 


Thefe  we  bought  at  an  eafy  rate,  and  they 
went  away  highly  fatisfied;" 
"  \\  e  palfed  the  fall  en  the  fecond  of  Auguft% 
and  above  it  the  tide  rofe  only  four  feet  ;  the 
fhores  on  both  fides  were  very  fteep,  and  no 
ground  was  to  be  felt  with  a  line  of  one  hun- 
dred and  forty  fathoms.  We  fall  faw  feals 
and  white  whales  ;  yet,  notwithstanding  this, 
moil  of  the  company  were  a  good  deal  dif- 
couraged  at  finding  the  water  almofl  frefh  ; 
but  being  of  opinion  that  this  frefiinefs  was 
only  on  the  furface,  I  let  down  a  bottle  ftrong- 
ly  corked,  to  the  depth  of  thirty  fathoms,  where 
the  cork  was  forced  in,  and  the  bottle  came 
up  full  of  water,  of  the  fame  degree  offi.lt- 
nefs  with  that  in  the  Atlantic  Ocean." 
"  This  revived  our  hopes  ;  but  this  gleam  of 
fuccefs  proved  of  fbert  continuance,  for  en 
the  third  of  Augi.fi  in  the  evening  the  water 
became  unexpectedly  fhoal,  upon  which  we 
anchored." 

"  At  day  break  the  next  morning  we  went 
afhore  •,  and  from  the  hills,  that  were  not  far 
from  the  coaft,  we  had  the  mortification  to 
fee,  that  our  hitherto  imagined  ftreight  ended 
in  two  fmall  unnavigable  rivers,  one  of  which 
plainly  fell  from  a  large  lake  that  lay  fome 
miles  diftance  to  the  fouth-weft." 
"  During  the  flay  we  made  here,  fix  canoes 
came  off  to  us,  and  we  purchafed  of  them  a 
fmall  quantity  of  deer  and  buffaloes  flefh,  and 
fome  dried  falmon.  We  made  figns  to  them 
that  we  wanted  more,  which  they  readily  ap- 
prehended, and  foon  brought  us  a  much 
larger  quantity  •,  which  we  not  only  purchafed, 
but  bought  out  of  mere  curiofity  fome  of 
their  cloaths,  their  bows,  and  whatever  elfe 
they  were  inclined  to  part  with." 
"  From  thefe  people  I  endeavoured  to  obtain 
fome  intelligence  with  relpcct  to  another  fea, 
which  I  ftrove  to  fuggell  to  them  might  lie  to 
the  weftward  ;  and  to  make  them  compre- 
hend what  I  meant,  I  chaulked  out  a  kind  of 
rude  draught  of  the  ccaft,  in  hopes  they  would 
have  continued  it  ■,  but  they  did  not  fcem  in 
the  leall  to  underftand  me,  and  this  was  acon- 
iiderable  addition  to  the  dilappointment  we 
had  lately  met  with." 

"  Among  thefe  Indians  came  a  perfon  whofe 
drefs  and  language  were  the  fame  with  theirs, 
yet  from  his  complexion,  which  was  much 
fairer,  and  from  his  being  entirely  unac- 
quainted with  the  management  of  a  canoe,  he 

■  manifeftly  appeared   to  be  of  another  nation, 
and  only   brought  by  them   to   fee  us.     Our 

1  captain,  imagining  that  he  might  be   a  fiave, 

■  and  obferving  how   ready  they   were   to  part 
with  any  thing  they  had,  thought  it  might  not 

•  be  impoflible  to  purchafe  him  :  he  therefore 

■  lent  Mr.  Thomfon,  the  furgecn,  on  fhore  with 

•  a  parcel  of  goods,  to  try  v,  hat  Ire  could  do  -, 
'•  but  the   Indians   rejected  the  offer,  in  a  man- 

■  ner  that  plainly  fhewed  their  diilike.''' 

"  On  the  fourth  both  the  boats  weighed,  and 
'  we  began  to  make  the  befl  of  our  way  back 
:  to  the  fhips  ;  but  the  wind  being  high  and 
'  againft  us,  we  were  obliged  in  the  evening 

"  to 
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to  take  fhelter  in  a  cove  under  the  fouth  fhore-, 
however,  towards  midnight,  the  wind  fhift- 
ing  in  our  favour,  we  got  under  fail,  and  had 
not  proceeded  far,  before  we  were  hailed  by 
the  people  of  the  California's  boat,  to  in- 
form us  they  had  loft  a  man,  who  had  the 
misfortune  to  be  knocked  overboard  by  the 
main  fail's  fuddenly  fhifting  from  one  fide  to 
the  other  •,  but  the  boat  making  great  way, 
and  the  night  being  very  dark,  they  heard  no 
more  of  him." 

"  We  repaffed  the  fall  on  the  fixth,  and 
grappled  that  night  under  an  ifland  eight  or 
ten  leagues  below  it.  Having  from  thence 
a  ftrong  gale  of  wind,  with  much  fleet  and 
fnow,  we  foon  arrived  at  the  fhips." 
"  A  council  was  immediately  held  for  receiv- 
ing our  report,  and  Mr.  Thompibn,  the  fur- 
geon,  intimating  fome  doubts  that  as  the  fea 
ran  high,  and  we  were  at  a  confiderable  dift- 
ance  from  the  north  fhore  in  our  return,  we 
might  poflibly  have  palTed  fome  opening  un- 
obierved,  which  he  was  the  rather  inclined  to 
apprehend,  as  he  thought  the  land  looked 
both  high  and  double,  with  very  large  breaks 
between  the  mountains  ;  he  therefore  propof- 
ed  to  take  a  review,  in  order  to  obtain  full 
fatisfatfrjori." 

"  I  readily  feconded  the  motion,  from  the 
confideration  of  the  extraordinary  tides  we 
had  obferved  at  Douglas  Harbour,  where 
they  rofe  fixteen  feet  and  a  half  perpendicular ; 
and  it  was  refolved  that  the  Relblution  fhould 
immediately  proceed  to  obtain  full  fatisfac- 
tion." 

"  Mr.  Thompibn,  the  chief  mate,  and  my- 
felf,  went  upon  the  expedition.  In  our  paf- 
fage  we  law  many  black  whales,  and  a  pro- 
digious number  of  icals-,  but  about  midnight, 
finding  ourfelves  inclofed  by  the  coaft  and  the 
iflands  that  lay  before  it,  we  founded,  and 
felt  ground  at  thirty  fathoms  •,  and  the  depth 
continuing  to  diminilh,  we  came  to  an  an- 
chor." 

"  In  the  morning  we  landed,  and  difcovered 
from  an  eminence  that  this  opening  ran  feve- 
ral  leagues  towards  the  fouth-weft  •,  but  that 
it  would  be  irnpofiible  to  proceed  much  far- 
ther, on  account  of  feveral  ridges  of  ftones, 
that  ran  quite  acrofs  it,  and  were  very  viiible 
at  low  water.  We  alio  difcovered  to  the 
northward  of  this,  another  opening,  which 
likewife  terminated  about  three  leagues  from 
its  entrance,  much  in  the  fame  manner.  All 
hopes  of  finding  a  pafiage  in  this  place  being 
now  loft,  we  returned  to  the  ftiips  as  fpeedily 
as  poflible." 

"  On  the  fifteenth  of  Auguft  we  weighed  from 
Douglas  Harbour,  in  company  with  the  Ca- 
lifornia. We  were  met  in  the  narrows  en- 
tering the  Wager,  by  a  flood  tide,  which  de- 
tained us  feveral  hours." 
"  On  the  feventeenth  the  weather  being  very 
fair  and  moderate,  and  the  iky  clear,  we  be- 
ing now  in  the  Welcome,  it  was  propofed, 
that  as  we  lay  within  three  or  four  leagues  of 
the  low  beach,-we  Ihould  go  thither  to  try  the 
tide." 


"  Accordingly  in  the  evening  I  went  with 
"  our  fecond  mate  for  that  purpofe  -,  but  before 
"  we  could  reach  the  fhore  it  was  dark,  and  paft 
"  the  time  of  high  water,  which  made  it  necef- 
"  fary  for  us  to  ttay  till  it  was  high  water  again, 
"  in  order  to  execute  our  commiflion  with  cer- 
"  tainty." 

"  In  the  mean  time  the  Dobbs  lay  too  in  the 
"  Offing,  and  fired  guns  every  half  hour  ;  but 
"  either  the  wind,  or  the  ebb  tide,  driving  her 
"  feveral  leagues  to  the  northward,  fhe  was  foon 
"  at  too  great  a  diftance  for  us  to  hear  her  guns, 
"  and  by  morning  was  out  of  fight." 

"  At  day-break  we  finifhed  the  bufinefs  for 
"  which  we  came,  finding  that  the  tide  flowed 
"  from  the  northward,  and  arofe  to  the  height 
"  of  fifteen  feet  ;  and  that  it  was  high  water 
"  fomewhat  earlier  than  upon  the  eppofite 
"  coaft." 

"  Our  bufinefs   belns: 


ig  now  over,  it  was  next 
"  to  be  confidered  how  we  fhould  get  on  board, 
"  which  feemed  attended  with  difficulties, 
"  cloathed  with  fuch  circumftances  of  terror,  as 
"  could  not  fail  cf  making  the  ftrongeft  im- 
"  preffion  upon  cur  minds.  The  fhip,  as  I 
"  have  obfeived,  was  out  of  fight,  and  it  was 
"  impcflible  for  us  to  know  which  way  to  fol- 
"  low  her  ;  the  Wind  grew  very  high,  and  the 
"  weather  thick,  attended  with  fnow  ;  the  boat 
"  was  fir.all  and  deep,  moft  of  the  hands  were 
"  land-men,  and  thofe  much  indilpofed  •,  lb 
"  that,  every  thing  confidered,  we  were  in  ade- 
"  plorable  luuaticn." 

"  I  erdcrvcured  to  encourage  the  people,  by 
"  repn.kij.ing,  that,  let  the  event  be  what  it 
"  would,  it  was  better  for  us  to  go  in  ft  arch  of 
"  the  fhip,  than  to  remain  en  that  inhofpitable 
"  ccaft,  where  there  was  not  the  leaft  track  of 
"  man  or  beaft,  no  Inciter  to  be  had,  or  fo 
"  much  as  a  drop  of  frefh  water  ;  and  where  it 
"  was  irnpofiible  to  prolong  our  lives,  as  we  had 
"  hardly  one  day's  provifiens  en  board." 

"  Influenced  by  thefe  reafons,  the-  people  a- 
"  greed  to  put  to  fea  ;  which  we  accordingly 
"  did.  The  wind  increafmg,  and  the  fea  running 
"  very  high,  we  took  in  a  great  deal  of  water, 
"  and  much  of  our  time  and  labour  were  em- 
"  ployed  in  throwing  it  out  ;  fo  that  it  was  im- 
"  poflible  we  fhould  have  held  it  much  longer. 
"  However,  when  we  were  about  twelve  leagues 
"  from  fhore,  we  to  our  great  joy  obferved  the 
"  fhips  -,  and  this  giving  us  frefh  fpirits,  we 
"  redoubled  our  efforts,  and  foon  got  fafe  on 
"  board.  Happy  was  it  for  us  that  we  did  fo  ; 
"  otherwife  we  muft  inevitably  have  perifhed  : 
"  for  the  wind  and  fea  foon  rofe  much  higher, 
"  and  the  weather  became  fo  thick  and  dark, 
"  that  it  would  have  been  irnpofiible  to  have  dif- 
"  cerned  either  the  (hips  or  the  fhore." 

"  On  the  nineteenth,  the  wind,  which  had 
"  been  foutherly,  fhifting,  we  took  the  advan- 
"  tage  of  failing  •,  but  the  Relblution  being  a 
"  great  hindrance,  it  was  judged  expedient  to 
"  take  every  thing  out  of  her,  and  turn  her  a- 
"  drift  •,  arid  the  weather  growing  veiy  indiffer- 
"  ent,  it  was  agreed  to  bear  away  for  England." 

"  We  entered  Hudfon's  Streights  on  the 
"   twenty-ninth,     and    had    very    pleafant   and 
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warm  weather  till  the  third  of  September, 
when  it  grew  foul  again." 
"  On  the  fifth  we  fell  in  with  two  of  the 
Hudfon's  Bay  company's  mips.  The  Un- 
comfortable weather  we  now  had,  chiefly  oc- 
cafioned  by  the  thick,  and  noilbme  fogs,  made 
many  of  our  people  relapfe  into  their  old 
diftemper  the  icurvy  •,  which  was  the  more 
unfortunate,  as  we  were  then  in  the  moil  dan- 
gerous navigation  of  all  thole  leas,  owing  to  the 
narrownefs  of  the  flreights,the  want  ot  found- 
ings, the  huge  mountains  of  ice,  which  might 
well  be  compared  to  floating  rocks,  and  the 
difmal  dark  weather  that  rendered  it  very  dif- 
ficult to  avoid  them." 

"  Frightful  and  fhocking  as  thefe  circum- 
fiances  were,  they  foon  became  fo  familiar  as 
not  much  to  affect  us  :  and  here  the  danger  is 
fo  far  leffened  by  keeping  a  conflant  watch, 
and  proper  dilcipline  among  the  feamen,  that 
a  melancholy  accident  feldom  happens,  and 
the  Hudfon's  Bay  company's  fhips  return  year 
after  year  without  fuffering  any  diiafter." 
"  On  the  ninth  of  September  we  fell  into  a 
prodigious  flrong  rippling,  the  fea  breaking 
over  us  on  all  fides,  occafioned  by  the  tide 
letting  flrongly  againfl  a  pretty  biifk  wind  •, 


;  and  from  hence  we  judged  ourfelves  to  be 
near  the  iflands  of  Refolution.  There  were 
now  feveral  large  mountains  of  ice  floating  in 
fight  ;  but  we  foon  left  them  behind  us, 
as  we  began  to  enter  into  a  warmer  cli- 
mate." 

"  On  the  night  of  the  twelfth,  we  had  a  moft 
terrible  florm,  in  which  we  fuffered  confider- 
ably  in  our  rigging  -,  but  our  mafls  efcaped 
beyond  expectation." 

"  During  this  florm  the  California  was  fepe- 
rated  from  us  :  the  weather  however  cleared 
up,  and  lafled  favourable  for  about  ten  days  ; 
and  on  the  twenty-eighth  we  caft  anchor  at 
Carflown,  in  the  ifland  of  Pomona,  where,  to 
our  great  joy,  the  California  arrived  the  day 
after,  from  which  we  had  been  feperated  abouc 
a  fortnight." 

"  In  this  harbour  we  continued  about  a  week, 
and  on  the  fixth  of  October  failed  from  thence 
in  company  with  the  California  and  four  Hud- 
fon's Bay  fhips,  under  the  convoy  of  his  ma- 
jefty's  fhip  the  Mercury,  and  arrived  fafely  in 
Yarmouth  Road,  on  the  fourteenth  of  the 
fame  month,  after  being  one  year,  four 
months,  and  fcventeen  days  from  our  leaving 
that  road." 
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VASQ^UEZDe        GAM      A 


CHAPTER     I. 

De  Gama  Jets  Jail  for  India,  and  arrives  at  St.  Helena  ;  he  doubles  the  cape  of  Good  Hope, 
and  proceeds  to  the  bay  of  Angra  de  San  Bias  ;  he  fails  to  a  place  to  which  he  gives  the 
na?ne  of  the  Land  of  Good  People,  and  afterwards  arrives  at  Cuama  ;  he  arrives  at  Mofam- 
bique,  where  he  is  vi/ited  by  the  Sheik,  who  after  giving  him  and  his  people  a  kind  reception, 
makes  feveral  attempts  to  defray  them  on  a  fuppoftion  of  their  being  Turks,  for  which  the 
Admiral  demolif:es  the  town,  and  proceeds  to  Mombaffa,  where  they  are  hkewife  treated 
with  civility,  in  order  to  obtain  an  opportunity  of  revenging  the  mifchiefs  done  at  Mofvn- 
bique ;  they  therefore  proceed  to  Melinda,  where  the  admiral  is  vi/ited  by  the  king  ;  ac- 
count of  De  Gama's  proceedings  there,  and  the  mofi  material  events  till  his  arrival  at 
Calicut. 


LL  the  maritime  expeditions  from  the 
beginning  of  the  world  to  this  time,  are 
are  not  to  be  compared  with  what  was 
performed  in  the  fmall  lpace  of  feven  years,  by 
Chriftopher  Columbus,  and  Vafquez  de  Gama. 
Of  Columbus's  proceedings  in  the  weftern  world, 
we  have  already  given  an  ample  account,  at  the 
beginning  of  this  volume  :  let  us  now  follow  De 
Gama  to  the  eait. 

Before  the  rei'>n  of  EmanutlKine;  of  Portugal, 
feveral  fuccefiive  princes  had  made  different  dis- 
coveries on  the  coalt  of  Africa,  as  far  as  the  cape 
of  Good  Hope:  and  this  laft  piince,  intending 
to  continue  thefe  difcoveries  ;  he  in  the  fpring 
of  the  year  1497,  ordered  three  fhips  to  be  e- 
quipped  for  that  purpofe,  the  command  of  which 
he  gave  to  Yafquez  de  Gama,  a  man  of  quality, 
who  poffeffed  all  the  talents  requilite  tor  luch  an 
employment. 

Thefe  veffels  were  the  St.  Gabriel,  the  Ad- 
miral's fhip  •,  the  St.  Raphael,  commanded  by 
Paul  de  Gama,  brother  to  the  Admiral  •,  and 
the  Berrio,  under  the  command  of  Nicholas 
Coello.  All  thefe  fhips  carried  only  one  hundred 
and  fixty  men,  and  being  attended  by  a  little 
bark  laden  with   provisions,  they  put  to  lea  on 


the  ninth,  of  July  1497,  and  after  being  expofed 
to  continual  ftorms,  in  which  they  frequently 
gave  themlelves  over  for  loll,  they  entered  a 
large  bay,  to  which  the  men  gave  the  name  of 
Angra  de  Santa  Elena,  or  the  bay  of  St.  Helena, 
from  their  firft  difcovering  it  on  that  Saint's  day. 

The  people  of  this  ifland  were  blacks,  ill-fa- 
voured, and  of  fmall  ftature.  When  they  fpoke> 
it  feemed  as  if  they  fighed.  Their  arms  were 
oaken  ftaves,  hardened  with  fire,  and  pointed  at 
the  end  with  the  horns  of  beafts.  Their  cloath- 
ing  confided  of  the  (kins  of  beads,  and  they  con- 
cealed what  modefty  taught  them  to  hide,  in 
wooden  cafes,  that  were  very  well  made. 

They  failed  from  St.  Helena  with  a  ibuth  weft 
wind,  on  the  fixteenth  of  November,  and  on  the 
eighteenth  in  the  evening  came  in  fight  of  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  which  they  doubled  on  the. 
twentieth,  when  they  founded  their  trumpets, 
and  engaged  in  feveral  diverlions,  as  cxpreifions 
of  their  joy. 

Coafting  along  the  fliorc,  they  had  now  a 
view  of  a  beautiful  country,  interfperfed  with 
woods  and  lawns,  covered  with  numerous  herds 
of  large  and  fmall  cattle,  and  inhabited  by 
blacks,  refembling  thole  of  St.  Helena. 
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When  De  Gama  had  run  feventy  leagues  be- 
yond the  cape,  he  arrived  at  another  bay,  to 
which  he  gave  the  name  of  Angra  de  San  Bias, 
near  which  is  a  fmall  ifland,  where  the  (hips  lay 
to  take  in  water.  About  this  bay  the  land  is 
extremely  fertile,  and  abounds  with  fine  oxen 
and  elephant.-1,  which  the  inhabitants  ufe  inftead 
of  hories.  There  were  likewife  great  numbers 
of  feals  and  penguins. 

About  ninety  of  the  natives  appeared  a  few 
days  after  their  arrival,  fome  on  the  fands,  and 
others  on  the  mountains  •,  whereupon  the  admi- 
ral landed  with  all  his  men  well  armed,  and 
threw  little  bells  upon  the  ground,  which  the 
negroes  took  up,  and  fome  came  fo  near  as  to 
receive  them  out  of  his  own  hand,  and  De  Ga- 
ma exchanged  fome  red  night-caps  for  ivory 
bracelets. 

Some  days  after  this,  above  two  hundred 
blacks  came  down,  with  twelve  oxen  and  four 
ihcep,  and  on  the  Portuguefe  going  on  fhore, 
the  Indians  began  to  play  upon  four  flutes,  ac- 
companying them  with  their  voices,  which  made 
an  agreeable  kind  of  concert.  De  Gama  link- 
ing in  with  this  humour,  ordered  the  trumpets 
to  found,  while  his  men  danced  with  the  na- 
tives, and  thus  the  day  patted  in  mirth  and  fefti- 
vity; 

Not  long  after,  feveral  more  of  the  natives, 
both  men  and  women,  coming  again  with  cattle, 
the  Portuguefe  bought  an  ox  of  them  ;  but  the 
admiral  obferving  feveral  young  negroes  behind 
the  bullies,  with  weapons  in  their  hands,  fuf- 
pccted  fome  treachery,  and  therefore  ordered 
his  people  to  retire  to  a  place  of  greater  fecu- 
rity. 

The  natives  then  walked  along  the  fhore, 
keeping  pace  with  the  boats,  till  they  arrived  at 
a  place  where  the  Portuguefe  had  landed,  and 
then  drew  themfelves  up  in  a  body,  as  if  intend- 
ing to  fight ;  but  De  Gama  being  unwilling  to 
hurt  them,  withdrew  in  his  boats,  but  ordered 
two  pieces  of  cannon  to  be  fired  off  in  order  to 
frighten  them,  at  which  they  were  fo  terrified, 
that  they  fled  in  great  confufion,  leaving  their 
weapons  behind  them. 

The  admiral  now  fent  fome  of  his  people  on 
more,  to  erect  a  pillar,  on  which  were  the  arms 
of  the  King  of  Portugal  and  a  crofs ;  but  they 
had  no  fooner  let  it  up,  than  it  "was  pulled  down 
before  their  faces  by  the  natives. 

On  the  eighth  of  November  De  Gama  left 
this  place,  and  not  long  afterwards  encountered 
a  moft  terrible  ftorm.  They  difcovered  land 
on  Chriftmas-day,  to  which  they  therefore  gave 
the  name  of  Tierra  de  Natal ;  and  after  this 
they  met  with  a  river,  which  they  denominated 
De  los  Reyes,  or  Of  the  King's,  becaufe  they 
firft  law  it  on  the  day  of  Epiphany. 

De  Gama  here  left  two  men  to  make  obfer- 
vations  on  whatever  was  mofi:  worthy  of  notice 
in  the  country,  and  to  give  him  an  account  of 
v  hat  they  had  learned  at  his  return.  For  this 
purpofe  he  had  brought  with  him  fome  male- 
factors,  whole  punifhments  were  remitted  in 
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confederation  of  their  running  the  hazard  of  be- 
ing thus  expofed.  He  here  dealt  with  the  blacks 
for  fome  ivory  and  provifions,  and  they  were  lb 
well  pleafed  with  the  traffic,  that  their  king  came 
on  board  his  fhip. 

The  admiral  drawing  near  land  again  on  the 
eleventh  of  January,  the  men  went  along  the 
coaft  in  their  boats  to  take  a  view  of  it,  when 
they  faw  large  numbers  of  men  and  women,  who 
appeared  to  be  civil  and  quiet  people. 

De  Gama  then  fent  one  of  his  people  who  was 
well  acquainted  with  the  languages  of  Africa, 
attended  by  another  perfon,  to  pay  his  refpedts 
to  the  king  of  the  country,  by  whom  they  were 
very  clvily  received,  and  difmifTed  with  prefentsj 
and  the  admiral  in  return  fent  his  majefty  a  red 
jacket,  a  pair  of  (lockings,  and  a  cap  of  the 
fame  colour,  with  a  copper  bracelet,  which  the 
king  accepted  with  evident  fatisfadlion,  and  pro- 
mifed  to  give  the  perfon  who  brought  the  prefent 
any  thing  his  country  produced,  and  invited  the 
gentleman  and  his  companion  to  his  town. 

This  gentleman,  whole  name  was  Alonzo, 
having  obtained  the  admiral's  permiffion,  went 
forward  with  the  king,  whofe  fubjecls  behold- 
ing him  on  the  road  in  his  new  habit,  clapped 
their  hands  with  figns  of  joy  and  admiration. 
When  they  came  to  the  town,  his  majefty  walk- 
ed round  it,  that  the  people  might  fee  his  finery, 
and  then  taking  Alonzo  to  his  houfe,  fupped 
with  him  on  a  fowl  and  boiled  millet. 

Many  of  the  natives  now  flocked  to  fee 
Alonzo  and  his  attendant,  who  were  difmifTed 
the  next  day,  feveral  blacks  attending  them, 
laden  with  fowls  as  a  prefent  for  the  admiral, 
who  thanked  them  for  their  civilities,  and  called 
the  place,  "  The  Land  of  good  people." 

The  inhabitants  of  this  place  wore  pieces  of 
copper  in  their  hair,  and  copper  bracelets  on 
their  arms  and  legs.  It  was  remarkable,  that 
the  women  were  twice  as  numerous  as  the  men. 
Their  weapons  were  long  bow.^,  with  arrows  and 
darts  pointed  with  iron,  and  daggers  with  hilts 
of  pewter  and  fheaths  of  ivory.  The  houfes  of 
the  town  were  all  of  ft  raw,  and  tolerably  well 
furnifhed. 

They  left  this  place  on  the  fifteenth  of  Janu- 
ary, and  failed  along  a  low  coaft,  covered  with 
very  large  and  lofty  trees,  as  far  as  Cape  Cori- 
entes,  or  the  cape  of  Currents,  proceeding  fifty 
leagues  beyond  Sofala,  without  feeing  that  city. 

On  the  twenty-fourth  they  entered  the  mouth 
of  a  very  large  river,  up  which  the  admiral, 
and  fome  of  his  men,  proceeded  in  their  boats  •* 
the  land,  which  like  the  former  was  low,  was 
covered  with  high  trees,  loaden  with  variety  of 
fruits  ;  and  advancing  farther  they  found  feve- 
ral boats  with  fails  made  of  palm. 

The  Portuguefe  were  much  pleafed  at  finding 
people  who  had  fome  knowledge  of  failing,  a 
circumftance  which  they  had  not  met  with  be- 
fore on  all  thefe  coafts.  The  inhabitants  came 
to  the  fhips  in  their  boats,  without  the  lead 
figns  of  fear,  and  were  as  familiar  with  the  Por- 
tuguefe  as   if  they  had  been  old  acquaintance. 

The 
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The  admiral  treated  them  with  kindnefs,  gave 
them  bells  and  other  trifling  toys,  and  convcrfed 
with  them  by  figns,  for  no  perfon  on  board  had 
any  knowledge  of  their  language. 

After  this,  others  of  the  natives  came  in  their 
boats,  bringing  provifions,  and  many  more  of 
them  came  along  the  water  fide,  among  whom 
were  feveral  handlbme  women. 

Two  perfon s  of  rank  came  in  boats  on  the 
third  day  to  vifit  the  admiral.  Thefe  wore  a- 
prons,  as  the  reft  did,  but  they  were  larger,  and 
one  of  them  had  on  his  head  a  green  fattin  cap, 
and  the  other  a  handkerchief  wrought  with  filk. 
The  Admiral  received  thefe  gentlemen  with 
great  civility,  and  having  invited  them  to  eat, 
gave  them  fome  wearing  apparel  and  other 
things,  which  however,  they  received  in  a  man- 
ner that  fhewed  they  fet  no  value  on  them. 

At  length  it  appeared  by  certain  figns,  that 
thefe  people  came  from  a  diftant  country,  and 
had  feen  fhips  before  as  large  as  thofe  of  the 
Portuguefe  •,  and  when  they  went  on  fhore  they 
offered  fome  pieces  of  callico  to  file.  The  ad- 
miral and  all  his  people  were  rejoiced  at  thefe 
happy  tokens,  and  flattered  themfelves  that  they 
fhould  foon  reach  the  treafures  of  India  ;  where- 
fore De  Gama  called  this  the  "  River  of  Good 
Signs,"  and  erected  a  pillar,  on  which  was  carv- 
ed a  crucifix,  and  under  it  the  arms  of  Por- 
tugal. 

On  the  twenty-fourth  of  January  they  left  this 
river,  and  on  the  firft  of  March  difcovered  four 
iflands,  from  one  of  which  came  feven  or  eight 
fmall  boats  that  followed  the  fhips,  the  men 
calling  out  and  making  figns  to  prevail  on  them 
to  ftay  fcr  them.  The  fhips  were  no  lboner  at 
an  anchor  than  the  boats. came  up,  having  on 
board  feveral  people  of  a  good  ftature  and  dark 
complexion,  cloathed  in  ftriped  callico  of  various 
colours. 

When  they  came  on  board  it  was  found  that 
they  fpoke  the  Arabic  tongue,  and  De  Gama 
giving ordersihat  an  entertainmentfhould  be  pro- 
vided for  them,  they  ate  and  drank  heartily,  dur- 
ing which  he  dcfired  to  know  the  name  of  the 
ifland,  and  begged  to  be  informed  of  the  man- 
ners and  culloms  of  the  inhabitants  •,  in  anfwer 
co  which  they  faid  that  the  ifland  was  called  Mo- 
fambique,  and  was  fubject  to  the  king  or  Quiloa; 
that  there  was  on  it  a  town  inhabited  by  mer- 
chants, who  traded  to  India  for  fpices,  precious 
ftonesand  other  commodities. 

The  town  or  Mofambique  isfituated  in  fifteen 
degrees  fouth  latitude,  and  the  country,  which 
is  rendered  unhealthy  by  its  numerous  marfhes, 
was  inhabited  by  blacks,  who  lived  in  huts  made 
of  clay,  and  thatched  with  ftraw  ;  but  many 
ihips  reforted  thither  for  the  convenience  of 
trade,  though  at  this  time  the  power  and  wealth 
of  the  ifland  was  chiefly  engrolfed  by  the  Arabi- 
an merchants,  who  ufed  veffels  fattened  together 
with  wooden  pegs,  initead  of  nails,  and  the  fails 
were  of  mats  made  of  palmtree  leaves.  Thefe 
Arabians  made  ufe  of  the  compafs,  were  fur- 
nifhed  with  feveral  aftronomical  inftruments,  and 
had  lea  charts  that  were  tolerably  accurate. 

The  fheik,   and  the  reft  of  the   inhabitants, 
tr.king  the  Portuguefe  for  Turks,  came  on  board 


the  firft  fhip  that  entered  the  harbour,  but  there 
being  none  on  board  who  understood  their  lan- 
guage, they  foon  returned  ;  and  the  other  vef- 
iels  having  entered  the  harbour,  the  fheik  fent 
them  prefents  and  provifions,  requefting  permif- 
fion  to  come  on  board  •,  and  the  Admiral  in  re- 
turn fent  him  red  hats,  fhort  gowns,  hawks  bells, 
brafs  bafons,  coral,  and  other  things,  which  he 
made  light  of,  asking  what  they  were  good  for, 
and  whv  the  Admiral  did  not  fend  him  fcarlet 
cloth  ? 

De  Gama  made  preparations  for  his  coming, 
by  ordering  all  the  fick  men  to  be  kept  out  of 
fight,  and  thofe  in  the  other  fhips  that  were  in 
good  health  to  be  fent  to  his,  where  they  were 
put  under  arms.  The  fheik,  who  appeared  rich- 
ly drelfed,  was  attended  by  men  in  arms,  with 
drums  and  ivory  trumpets.  De  Gama  received 
him  at  the  entrance  of  the  fhip,  and  conducted 
him  with  fome  of  his  people  into  the  cabin,  while 
the  reft  remained  in  the  boats.  The  Admiral 
apologized  for  his  not  fending  him  fcarlet,  by 
affuring  him  that  he  had  brought  none  with  him, 
The  fheik  and  his  attendants  having  feafted 
themfelves,  enquired  if  they  were  Turks,  which 
he  imagined  they  were  from  the  whitenefs  of 
their  complexion,  and  delired  a  fight  of  their 
bows,  and  the  books  of  their  law. 

The  Admiral  replied  that  he  came  from  the 
weft,  and  belonged  to  a  great  kingdom  border- 
ing upon  Turkey  ;  but  that  he  had  no  books  of 
their  law  with  him.  He  fhewed  the  fheik  fome 
crofs  bows,  which  were  fhot  off  before  him,  and 
fome  armour,  which  greatly  excited  his  admira- 
tion. 

In  this  converfation  the  Admiral  learnt  that 
the  diftance  from  thence  to  Calicut  was  nine  hun- 
dred leagues,  whereupon  he  defired  the  fheik  to 
1  lupply  him  with  two  pilots  to  conduct  him  thi- 
ther ;  which  the  other  readily  granting,  returned 
with  them  the  next  day,  when  the  pilots  agreed 
to  undertake  the  voyage,  upon  condition  that 
each  of  them  fhould  receive  thirty  crowns  and  a 
coat. 

However  this   harmony  wr.s  foon  at  an  end  ■> 
for  the  fheik  or   governor   no  fooner  difcovered 
that  the  Portuguele    were   chriftians,  than   his 
friendfhip  was  changed  to   hatred,  and   he   be- 
gan  to  lay  fchemes  for  deftroying  the  Admiral 
and  feizing  the  fhips.     The   populace   infulted 
the  Portuguefe,  and    the  admiral  had  the   hap- 
pinefs  to  difcover  a  plot  that  was  laid  for  his  life  : 
one  of  the  pilots   made  his  efcape,  and   fome  of 
the  people  going  on  fhore  to  get  wood  and  wa- 
ter,  were   attacked   by  feven  veffels,   and   muft 
have  been  deftroyed,  if  their  companions  in  the 
other  boats  had  not  come  to  their  affiitance,  and 
by  pouring  in  a  volley  of  fhot,  made  the  aggref- 
fors  retreat.     The  fhips,  however,  being  in  wane 
of  water,  the  admiral  lent  the  boats  and  took  ic 
away,  while  the  natives,  being  afraid  of  the  ord- 
nance, kept  at  a  diftance. 

One  of  the  natives,  on  the  twenty-fourth- of 
March,  braving  the  fleet  from  the' fhore,  De 
Gama,  with  a  view  to  revenge  this  infult,  and 
the  other  injuries  he  had  fuftained,  placed  fome 
ordnance  in  the  boats,  which  being  well  manned, 
they  drove  a  body  of  the  inhabitants  from  the 
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fhore,  who  came  to  oppoSe  their  landing,  which 
liowcver  they  effected,  and  took  Several  prison- 
ers, one  or*  which  happened  to  be  a  pilot  ;  alter 
which  De  Gama  deftroyed  the  town  with  his 
great  guns,  and  the  inhabitants  fled  into  the 
country  with  great  precipitation. 

The  admiral  rinding  that  it  would  be  dan- 
gerous to  remain  any  longer  at  this  place,  fteered 
to  another  iiland  at  the  diftance  of  about  four 
miles,  from  whence  he  failed  to  Quiloa,  but 
tempeftuous  weather  and  contrary  winds  oblig- 
ing him  to  return,  an  Arabian,  with  his  lbn,  de- 
fired  to  be  carried  to  Melinda,  in  their  way  to 
Mecca,  from  whence  he  came  as  a  pilot :  and  to 
this  the  admiral  readily  contented,  as  his  bro- 
ther, Paul  de  Gama,  had  feized  another  pilot 
at  Mofambique.  As  foon  as  the  weather  be- 
came favourable,  they  again  put  out  to  Sea,  and 
led  to  Mombafla,  a  city  which  the  pilatc  laid 
was  inhabited  chiefly  by  christians. 

On  the  twenty -feventh  ol  April  they  arrived 
before  that  city  •,  but  as  the  lhips  lay  without 
the  bar,  a  bark  advanced  towards  them  in  the 
night,  with  about  a  hundred  men  in  Turkiih 
habits,  armed  with  fey  meters  and  bucklers,  and 
would  have  boarded  them,  if  they  had  not  been 
prevented  by  the  admiral's  ordering  that  only 
four  of  them  Should  be  admitted.  Thefe  four 
appeared  by  their  drefs  to  be  above  the  common 
rank,  and  thele  De  Gama  obliged  to  lay  afide 
their  arms,  a  precaution  which  he  excufed  by 
obfervinff  that  he  was  a  (tranter  to  the  coaft. 
However  he  entertained  them  in  a  handfome 
manner,  on  which  they  told  him,  that  the  king 
being  informed  of  his  arrival,  had  fent  them  to 
compliment  him,  and  promifed  to  load  his  mips 
with  Spices.  They  likewise  Said  that  there  were 
many  Christians  on  the  ifland,  which  correfpond- 
ing  with  what  the  pilots  had  told  him,  he  rea- 
dily gave  credit  to  it. 

The  king  lent  the  next  day  to  compliment 
De  Gama,  and  made  him  a  preient  of  fruit.  The 
mefTengers  told  him  that  there  were  many  Chrif- 
tians  in  the  place,  and  that  they  themfehes  were 
of  that  religion  :  they  alio  advifsd  him  to  ap- 
proach the  city,  and  come  to  an  anchor  in  the 
harbour,  where  it  would  be  more  convenient  for 
the  king  to  fliew  the  regard  he  had  for  them. 

De  Gama,  having  no  doubt  of  their  lincerity, 
treated  them  kindly,  returned  them  his  thanks, 
and  promifed  to  comply  with  the  deflre  of  their 
fovereign.  He  now  lent  on  fhore  two  of  his 
exiles  with  prefents  to  the  king,  who  having  re- 
ceived them  in  a  hofpitable  manner, directed  fome 
of  his  people  to  fhew  them  the  city.  As  they 
walked  about  they  law  many  priSoners  in  irons, 
alter  which  they  were  taken  to  the  houfe  of  two 
Indian  merchants  who  were  Chriltians,  and  then 
the  king  fent  them  back  to  the  fhips  with  fam- 
ples  of  corn  and  lpices,  directing  them  to  tell 
the  Admiral  that  he  might  have  what  quantity 
he  pleafed,  in  exchange  for  gold,  filver,  amber, 
and  other  commodities,  at  a  lower  price  than  he 
could  be  Supplied  at  any  other  place. 

De  Gama  inftantly  refolved  to  accept  this  of- 
fer of  fpices,  and  the  next  morning  at  flood  pre- 
parations were  made  for  entering  the  harbour-, 
but  the   admiral's  fhio  Striking;  on   a  Shoal,  he 


again  caft  anchor,  whereupon  the  natives  who 
were  on  board  went  into  their  boat,  and  at  the 
fame  initant  the  two  pilots  jumped  into  the  fea, 
and  were  taken  up  by  the  natives,  who  could 
not  be  prevailed  upon  to  return  and  deliver 
them. 

This  circumftance  could  not  but  give  the  ad- 
miral fufpicions  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  king, 
whoSe  pretended  friendship  was  only  a  cloak  for 
his  real  defigns  ;  for  having  heard  what  had  paf- 
Sed  at  Mofambique,  he  had  determined  to  de- 
stroy the  PortugueSe  while  the  Ships  were  in  the 
harbour  ;  and  two  of  the  perfons  whom  the  ad- 
miral had  Seized  and  brought  from  Mofambique, 
being  put  to  the  torture,  conftfled  that  they  had 
laid  a  plot  for  the  deftruction  of  the  fhips,  and 
that  the  pilots  had  made  their  efcape  from  the 
fear  of  the  diScovery  of  the  plot. 

The  execution  of  the  project  for  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  PortugueSe,  being  thus  prevented, 
the  king  immediately  concerted  another  Scheme 
for  destroying  them  ;  and  in  the  night  the  watch 
perceiving  that  the  cables  fhook,  imagined  at 
flrft  that  it  was  cauSed  by  Some  tunny  fifh,  of 
which  there  are  great  numbers  in  thoSe  Seas,  till 
Several  men  were  Seen  Swimming  about,  and 
cutting  it  with  their  Swords,  in  order  that  the 
Ships  might  run  a-ground  :  at  the  Same  time  o- 
thers  had  got  among  the  tackle  of  another  Ship  •, 
but  on  their  being  discovered,  they  plunged  into 
the  Sea,  and  Swam  to  Some  boats  that  lay  at  a  dif- 
rance  to  receive  them.  De  Gama  therefore  •,  be- 
ing convinced  of  the  treacherous  defigns  of  theie 
people,  determined  to  Sail  directly  to  Melinda. 

Mombafla  is  an  ifland  Situated  near  the  conti- 
nent, from  which  it  is  divided  by  a  river  that 
falls  into  the  fea  by  two  mouths.  The  city  was 
very  large,  and  built  upon  a  high  rock.  At  the 
entrance  of  the  port  was  a  Small  low  fort,  near 
the  water.  The  Streets  made  a  good  appear- 
ance, the  houSes  being-  built  with  ftone.  A  con- 
fiderable  trade  was  carried  on,  lor  Several  kinds 
of  merchandize,  and  the  harbour  was  almoft  al- 
ways full  of  fhips.  From  the  main  land  were 
brought  ivory  and  honey,  and  the  Portuguefe 
found  plenty  of  provisions  here,  as  millet,  rice, 
black  cattle,  fowls,  and  Sheep,  which  lalt  were 
very  fine  animals,  but  had  no  tails.  The  ifland 
was  full  of  orchards,  and  was  planted  with  pome- 
granates, Indian  figs,  citrons,  lemons  and  o- 
ranges  :  it  was  likewiSe  very  pleaSant,  and  af- 
forded excellent  water. 

Having  got  clear  of  the  bay,  the  admiral  left 
Mombafla  on  the  thirteenth,  and  Soon  afterwards 
chaSed  two  Sambucos,  or  Small  pinnaces,  one  of 
which  he  took,  with  Seventeen  men  on  board, 
and  a  confiderable  quantity  of  gold  and  filver 
and  the  fame  day  reached  Melinda,  which  is 
eighteen  leagues  from  Mombafla,  and  lies  in 
three  degrees  South  latitude. 

The  city  of  Melinda  is  Seated  on  the  plaineft 
part  of  a  rocky  coaft,  and  Surrounded  with 
palms  and  woods  of  fruit-trees.  When  Do 
Gama  vifited  it,  it  was  large,  with  handlbme 
Streets  and  houSes,  built  with  ftone,  Several  fto- 
ries  high,  with  terraces  on  the  top.  The  na- 
tives of  the  country  were  of  a  Swarthy  com- 
plexion, had  curled  hair,  and  were  well  propor- 
tioned 
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tioned  and  ftrong.  They  wore  turbans  wrought 
with  filk  and  gold,  and  mod  of  them  were 
cloathed  from  the  waift  downward  with  filk  and 
cotton  fluffs,  while  others  wore  fhort  cloaks  of 
callico  :  their  f words  and  daggers  were  hand- 
fomely  embellifhed  ;  they  were  all  left-handed, 
and  being  good  archers,  never  went  without 
their  bows  and  arrows.  The  women,  who  were 
remarkably  beautiful,  were  cloathed  in  the  fame 
manner  as  the  men,  only  they  commonly  wore 
veils,  which  were  laced  with  gold. 

The  Admiral  was  highly  pleafed  at  the  fight  of 
a  city  that  lb  greatly  refembled  thofe  of  Portugal, 
and  anchored  within  a  league  of  it  •,  but  nobody 
came  on  board  for  fear  of  being  made  priibners, 
and  it  is  not  unlikely  that  the  pinnace  which  the 
admiral  had  juft  before  taken  occafioned  their 
being  thought  pirates. 

Hereupon  De  Gama  ordered  an  Arabian  pri- 
foner,  who  was  one  of  thofe  he  had  taken  in  the 
pinnace,  and  who  had  promifed  to  get  him  pi- 
lots in  this  place,  to  be  fet  on  a  bank  over  a- 
gainft  the  city,  from  whence  a  boat  immediately 
came  to  fetch  him.  This  man  being  conducted 
to  the  king,  told  him  that  the  admiral  defired  to 
enter  into  an  alliance  with  him  ;  and  his  majefty 
returned  an  anfwer  to  the  admiral's  fatisfaftion, 
and  a  prefent  of  three  fheep,  with  a  considerable 
quantity  of  oranges  and  fugar  canes,  in  return 
for  which  De  Gama  fent  him  three  brafs  bafons, 
fome  fmall  bells,  a  hat,  and  other  things. 

De  Gama  advanced  with  his  fhips  the  next 
morning,  and  came  nearer  to  the  city,  where  he 
anchored  by  four  fmall  veffels  belonging  to  the 
Chriftians  of  India  •,  and  the  king  fent  fome  per- 
fons  to  vifit  him,  and  to  acquaint  him  that  he 
himfelf  would  pay  him  a  vifit  on  the  day  follow- 
ing. 

The  Chriftians  in  the  India  fhips,  having  ob- 
tained the  king's  permifiion,  vifited  de  Gama  in 
the  mean  time.  They  were  of  a  brown  com- 
plexion and  well  proportioned.  Some  of  them, 
on  feeing  a  pi&ure  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  and  fome 
of  the  apoftles,  fell  down  and  worfhipped  it,  and 
for  that  purpofe  they  afterwards  came  on  board 
•very  day,  ridiculoufly  offering  pepper  and  other 
things  to  the  pi&ure. 

The  king  of  Melinda  came  in  a  large  boat, 
the  next  day  in  the  afternoon  :  he  was  dreffed 
in  a  gown  of  crimfon  damafk,  lined  with  green 
fettin,  with  a  rich  fcarf  rolled  about  his  head. 


He  fat  in  a  very  handfome  chair,  neatly  inlaid 
with  wire,  on  a  filk  cufhion,  having  another 
cufhion  by  him,  on  which  was  placed  a  hat  of 
crimfon  lattin..  Near  him  flood  an  eld  man, 
holding  a  very  rich  fword  with  a  filver  fcabbard. 
He  was  likewife  attended  by  about  twenty  of  his 
fubjects  richly  dreffed,  together  with  muficians 
who  played  on  fackbuts  and  two  ivory  flutes, 
which  were  eight  fpans  in  length,  and  neady 
made,  having  a  little  hole  in  the  middle,  on 
which  they  played. 

The  admiral  went  to  meet  the  king  in  his 
boat,  adorned  with  flags,  and  attended  by 
twelve  of  the  principal  perfons  in  his  three  fhips. 
After  many  lalutations,  the  king  intreated  the 
admiral  to  come  into  his  beat,  which  he  com- 
plied with.  His  majefty  viewed  him  and  his 
men  with  great  attention,  and  afked  him  many 
queftions  reflecting  the  country  he  came  froirij 
and  his  motive  for  failing  into  thofe  feas  ?  De 
Gama  having  anfwered  thefe  queftions,  the  king 
promifed  to  provide  him  a  pilot  for  Calicut,  and 
invited  him  to  partake  of  the  pleafures  of  the 
palace  :  but  this  invitation  the  admiral  de- 
clined, promifing  to  call  there  on  his  return ; 
and  made  the  king  a  prefent  of  all  the  pri- 
foners  he  had  lately  taken,  which  pleafed  him 
extremelyj 

After  this  cbnverfatioh  his  hiajefty  was  rowed 
up  to  the  fhips,  which  he  beheld  with  aftonifh- 
ment  •,  he  was  greatly  pleafed  with  the  firing  of 
the  ordnance,  and  told  De  Gama  that  he  liked 
the  Portuguefe  better  than  any  men  he  had  ever 
feen,  and  wifhed  he  had  fome  of  them  to  aflift 
him  in  his  wars. 

On  the  twenty-fecond  of  April  the  admiral  fet 
fail  from  Melinda,  refolving  now  to  quit  the 
fhores,  along  which  he  had  hitherto  coafted,  and 
venture  farther  out  tofea.  In  this  run  he  had  ex- 
traordinary good  weather,  and  in  twenty-three 
days,  croffed  the  great  fea  of  feven  hundred 
leagues,  which  lies  between  Africa  and  the  hi- 
ther peninfula  of  India. 

They  difcovered  land  on  the  feventeenth  of 
May,  and  on  the  twentieth  the  pilot  perceived 
the  mountains  of  Calicut,  of  which  he  imme- 
diately informed  the  admiral,  who  was  fo  trans- 
ported with  joy,  that  he  made  an  entertainment 
for  the  whole  crew,  and  foon  afterwards  came 
to  an  anchor  in  an  open  road  two  leagues  below 
Calicut. 
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De  Gama  is  invited  to  court  j  the  temples  near  Calicut  defcribed ;  De  Gama  obtains  an  audience 
of  the  Z amor in,  who  gives  kim  a  favourable  reception,  but  being  afterwards  impofed  upon  by 
the  intrigues  of  the  Arabian  merchants,  treats  him  with  fame  feverity  ;  De  Gama  is  confined% 
but  afterwards  jet  at  liberty  ;  the  mojl  material tranfaclions  till  their  leaving  Calicut,  with 
an  account  of  the  manners  and  cujloms  of  the  inhabitants  ;  De  Gama  leaves  Calicut ;  meets 
with  fever al  pirates,  and  takes  a  fpy  who  pretends  to  be  a  Chrijlian  ;  receives  on  board  an. 
ambafador  from  the  king  of  Melinda,  and  returns  to  Portugal,  where  his  difcoveries  are  cele- 
brated by  public  rejoicings. 
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E  GAMA  came  to  an  anchor  on  the  coaft 
of  Malabar,  about  two  leagues  below 
Calicut,  on  the  twentieth  of  May  ; 
and  foon  afterwards  feveral  fifhcrmen  rowed  up 
to  the  fleet  in  their  boats,  and  appeared  to  ad- 
mire the  fhips  greatly.  Thefe  people  went  na- 
ked except  a  lmall  piece  of  linen  which  hung 
before,  and  were  cf  a  brown  complexion. 

The  admiral  having  received  them  in  a  hof- 
pitable  manner,  and  purchafed  fome  of  their 
riih,  they  conducted  him  nearer  to  Calicut, 
where  he  caft  anchor  without  the  bar,  and  imme- 
diately lent  on  fhore  one  of  his  banifhed  men,  in 
one  of  the  fifhermen's  boats,  to  get  what  infor- 
mation he  could  refpecting  the  place. 

The  inhabitants  inftantly  thronged  about  this 
ftranger,  afked  the  fifhermcn  many  queftions 
concerning  him,  and  were  greatly  iui  prized  at 
his  drefs,  which  was  lb  different  from  that  of  the 
Arabs  who  came  from  the  ftreights  of  Mecca. 
However,  they  conducted  him  to  the  houfe  of 
two  Moors,  one  of  whom,  named  Bontaibo, 
could  fpeak  Spanifh,  and  knowing  the  ftranger 
to  be  a  Portuguefe,  afked  what  brought  him 
thither  •,  which  being;  ahfwered,  Bontaibo  laid 
he  was  acquainted  with  the  Portuguele  at  Tu- 
carr.e,  but  could  not  conceive 
fhips     could    come    thi- 


nis,  whence  he 


Portuguefe 


how  any 
ther. 

Bontaibo  having  given  the  man  fome  refrefh- 
fnents,  went  with  him  to  the  admiral,  whom  he 
fto  fooner  beheld,  than  he  cried  out  aloud  in 
Spanifh,  "  Good  luck  !  good  luck  !  many  ru- 
"  bies,  many  emeralds  !  Thou  art  bound  to 
"  give  God  thanks  for  bringing  thee  where  there 
"  are  all  forts  of  fpices  and  precious  ftones,  with 
"  all  the  riches  in  the  world." 

De  Gama  and  his  people  were  fo  aftonifhed 
and  plealed  at  meeting,  in  fo  diftant  a  part  of 
the  world,  with  one  who  fpoke  a  language  they 
ttnderftood,  that  tears  of  joy  ftarted  into  their 
eyes.  The  admiral  embraced  Bontaibo,  enquir- 
ed if  he  was  a  chriftian,  and  how  he  came  to 
Calicut  ?  To  which  Bontaibo  anfwered,  that  he 
was  indeed  a  chriftian,  and  had  been  the  chief 
contractor  for  the  warlike  ftores  which  king  Fer- 
dinand had  purchafed  at  Tunis  -,  and  that  he 
had  arrived  at  India  by  the  way  of  Cairo  :  and 
faid  farther,  that  as  he  had  on  all  occafions  been 
a  friend  to  the  Portuguefe,  he  would  ft  ill  con- 
jinue  to  do  them  every  lervice  in  his  power. 

NJ  XXXI.  -    4  Y 


The  admiral  having  returned  him  his  bell 
thanks,  afked  him  feveral  queftions  relpedting 
the  fovereign  of  Calicut  •,  in  anfwer  to  which 
Bontaibo  faid,  that  he  was  a  prince  of  a  very 
good  difpofition  •,  and  that  he  made  no  doubt 
but  that  he  would  readily  receive  the  admiral 
as  ambaffador  from  a  foreign  prince ;  more  ef- 
pecially  if  he  came  to  fettle  a  trade,  fince  the  du- 
ties of  goods  conftituted  the  principal  part  of  his 
majefty's  revenue. 

This  converfation  being  ended,  the  admiral 
difmiffed  Bontaibo  with  prefents  ;  and  the  Za- 
morin,  or  Emperor,  being  informed  that  De 
Gama  had  letters  to  him  from  the  king  of  Por- 
tugal, a  chriftian  prince,  he  fent  to  welcome 
him  into  that  country,  and  at  the  fame  time  di- 
rected a  pilot  to  conduct  the  fhips  to  Pandarane, 
where  there  was  a  convenient  harbour  :  with  or- 
ders for  De  Gama  to  go  by  land  from  thence  to 
Calicut,  where  the  emperor  would  be  ready  to 
receive  him* 

Accordingly,  the  admiral  fleered  with  his  fhips 
to  Pandarane,  but  would  not  go  too  far  into  the 
port  for  fear  of  treachery.  Here  the  cutwal, 
or  chief  officer  for  foreign  affairs,  fent  him  a  per- 
miffion  to  land  whenever  he  pleafed  :  upon  which 
De  Gama  called  a  council,  and  told  them  that 
he  intended  to  go  and  fettle  a  treaty  of  con> 
merce  and  perpetual  amity  with  the  Zamorin. 

To  this,  Paul  de  Gama  alledged,  that  tho' 
the  Zamorin  and  the  natives,  (as  they  then  ima- 
gined,) were  Chriftians,  yet  there  were  many 
Arabs  among  them,  who  were  inveterate  ene- 
mies to  the  Portuguefe,  and  would  be  ftill  more 
fo  from  the  confideration  of  their  coming  to  in- 
terfere in  their  trade  :  and  therefore,  as  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  the  voyage  depended  on  the  admiral's 
life,  he  thought  it  would  be  more  prudent  ta 
fend  fome  other  perfon  than  to  go  himfelf  j  and 
in  this  opinion  he  was  feconded  by  all  the  reft  : 
but  the  admiral  declared  his  refolution  of  going 
in  perfon,  whatever  was  the  confequence  ;  al- 
ledains;  that  it  was  the  intereft  of  the  Zamorin  to 
encourage  the  traders  ;  and  that  as  the  inhabi- 
tants were  chriftians,  he  had  nothing  to  fear  ; 
but  that  if  any  accident  fhould  befal  him,  they 
fhould  not  concern  themielves  about  his  fafety, 
but  fail  directly  homewards,  and  acquaint  his 
Portuguefe  majefty  of  their  having  difcovered 
the  Eaft  Indies. 

De  Gama  having  furnifhed  his  boat  with  ord- 
nance 
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nance,  fet  out  the  next  morning,  being  attend- 
ed by  twelve  of  his  officers,  and  having  flags 
flying,  and  trumpets  founding. 

The  cutwal,  attended  by  two  hundred  naires, 
or  gentlemen  of  the  country,  and  a  prodigious 
concourie  of  people,  waited  for  him  on  the 
fhore.  At  his  landing  he  was  received  with 
great  politenefs,  and  found  two  litters,  one  for 
him,  and  one  for  the  cutwal,  into  which  they 
entered,  and  were  carried  fwiftly  on  mens  fhoul- 
ders,  the  reft  following  on  foot.  They  refted  at 
a  place  called  Capocats,  and  having  dined  on 
rice  and  fruit,  they  entered  fome  boats,  and 
failed  down  the  river. 

The  admiral  and  his  attendants  were  after- 
wards conducted  to  a  large  Indian  temple,  built 
of  free-ftone,  and  covered  with  tiles.  There 
were  many  painted  images  on  the  walls  of  this 
temple,  fome  with  great  teeth  flicking  above  an 
inch  out  of  their  mouths,  and  others  with  four 
arms,  and  faces  fo  frightful,  that  the  Portuguefe 
began  to  doubt  whether  it  was  a  chriftian  church 
or  not.  In  the  middle  was  a  little  round  cha- 
pel, over  which  was  a  tower,  built  with  free- 
ftone,  with  a  fmall  door  made  of  wire,  and  ftone 
flairs,  to  which  they  afcended  by  fteps  on  the 
outflde.  In  the  wall  oppofite  to  this  entrance 
flood  an  image,  which,  from  the  darknefs  of  the 
place,  could  not  be  diftinclly  feen  ;  and  ad- 
mittance was  denied  to  all  except  the  prieft,  who 
advancing  and  pointing  to  the  figure,  called 
aloud,  Maria  !  Maria  ! 

When  the  cutwal  and  his  attendants  came 
before  the  chapel,  they  fell  flat  on  the  ground 
three  times,  with  their  hands  before  them,  and 
faid  their  prayers  ftanding  ;  while  De  Gama  and 
his  companions,  who  thought  it  was  an  image  of 
the  Virgin  Mary,  fell  on  their  knees  and  prayed  : 
but  Juan  de  Sala,.  one  of  their  number,  who 
had  fome  doubt,  faid  as  he  was  kneeling,  "  If 
"  this  be  the  Devil,  I  worihip  God,"  at  which 
the  admiral  and  the  reft  of  the  Portuguefe  could 
not  forbear  fmiling. 

They  now  walked  in  procefllon,  followed  by 
a  great  concourfe  of  people,  to  the  palace  ;  but 
at  the  entrance  of  the  city  the  croud  was  fo  great 
that  they  were  almoft  flifled,  and  could  hardly 
move  forwards  ;  which  obliged  the  cutwal  to 
take  them  into  a  houfe,  where  his  brother,  who 
was  a  man  of  confequence,  met  him,  with  feve- 
ral  other  perfons  of  diftinction,  whom  the  Za- 
morin  had  font  to  conduct  De  Gama  to  court. 

After  the  arrival  of  the  cutwal's  brother  the 
people  fell  behind  with  as  much  refpecb  as  if  the 
Zamorin  himfelf  had  been  there.  They  were 
now  attended  by  at  leaft  three  thoufand  men  in 
arms,  and  the  admiral  was  fo  delighted  with  the 
manner  of  his  reception,  that  turning  about  to 
thofe  who  were  with  him,  he  faid,  "  They  little 
"  think  in  Portugal  what  honour  is  done  us 
"  here." 

At  the  palace  of  the  Zamorin,  which  was  a 
large  handfome  building,  they  arrived  about  an 
hour  before  fun -fet  ;  and  were  received  at  the 
gate  of  the  palace  by  feveral  grandees,  who  con- 
ducted them  through  five  large  courts,  each  of 
which  had  gates  attended  by  ten  porters.  When 
they  came  near  the  chamber  of  audience,  they 


were  met  by  the  king's  principal  bramin,  a  little 
old  man,  who  embraced  De  Gama,  and  con- 
ducted them  all  in  :  but  the  natives  thronged  fo 
violently  to  get  in  with  them,  in  order  to  obtain 
a  fight  of  the  Zamorin,  that  feveral  of  them  were 
prefled  to  death  •,  and  this  would  likewife  have 
been  the  fate  of  two  of  the  Portuguefe,  if  the 
porters  had  not  exerted  themfelves  in  an  extra- 
ordinary manner  to  clear  the  way  for  them. 

The  Portuguefe  were  conducted  into  a  hall 
that  was  let  round  with  feats  in  the  manner  of  an 
amphitheatre  S  the  floor  was  covered  with  a  rich 
carpet,  and  the  walls  were  hung  with  fllk  ta- 
peftry  interwoven  with  gold.  The  Zamorin, 
who  was  a  lufty  man,  of  a  brown  complexion, 
and  advanced  in  years,  lay  reclined  on  a  fopha 
covered  with  white  filk  wrought  with  gold,  with  an 
elegant  canopy  over  his  head.  On  his  head  was 
I  a  mitre  adorned  with  jewels  -,  in  his  ears  were 
jewels  of  the  fame  kind,  and  he  wore  diamond 
rings  on  his  fingers  and  toes  :  his  arms  and  legs 
had  no  other  covering  than  gold  bracelets  ;  he 
wore  a  fhort  cloak  of  fine  callico,  adorned  with 
branches  and  rofes  of  beaten  gold :  it  was  but- 
toned with  large  pearls,  and  the  button- 
holes were  of  gold  thread  :  about  his  waifl 
was  a  piece  of  white  callico,  which  reached  to  his 
knees ;  and  there  was  an  air  of  dignity  and 
grace  throughout  his  whole  perfon.  When  De 
Gama  approached  the  Zamorin,  he  bowed  his 
body  three  times,  with  his  hands  extended  above 
his  head,  according  to  the  euftom  of  the  country. 

The  emperor  regarded  him  with  an  air  of 
complaifar.ee,  but  returned  his  falute  in  fo 
flight  a  manner,  that  the  motion  of  his  head 
was  fcarcely  perceptible :  then  making  figns  to 
him  to  advance,  he  ordered  him  to  take  his  feat 
near  him  ;  and  the  reft  of  the  Portuguefe  ad- 
vancing in  the  fame  manner*  were  feated  oppofite 
the  admiral  ;  and  water  being  brought  to  cool 
their  hands,  the  Zamorin  then  ordered  a  collation 
of  figs  and  other  fruit  ;  and  on  their  calling  for 
water  to  drink,  a  golden  cup  with  a  fpout  was 
prefented  to  them,  when  being  informed  that 
the  Malabars  efteemed  it  indelicate  to  touch  the 
veffel  with  their  lips  when  they  drank  •,  they,  in 
compliance  with  the  euftom,  held  it  at  a  diftance 
above  their  mouths  :  but  not  being  ufed  to  that 
manner  of  receiving  liquor,  it  either  overcharged 
their  throats  and  made  them  cough,  or  falling 
on  one  fide,  wet  their  cloaths,  to  the  no  fmall 
diverfion  of  the  emperor  and  his  attendants. 

When  the  repaft  was  ended,  the  Zamorin  or- 
dered De  Gama,  by  his  interpreter,  to  lay  his 
bufinefs  before  his  officers,  who  were  prefent, 
that  he  might  be  informed  of  it  from  them  : 
upon  which  the  admiral  acquainted  him,  that 
he  could  not  with  honour  recede  from  the  euftom 
of  the  chriftian  princes  of  Europe,  which  was  to' 
hear  ambafiadors  themfelves,  in  the  prefence  of 
only  a  few  of  their  counfellors. 

The  Zamorin,  declaring  his  approbation  of 
that  cuftem,  ordered  the  admiral  to  be  lhewn 
into  another  appartment ;  and  foon  followed 
him,  attended  only  by  his  interpreter,  his  chief 
bramin,  his  betel-ferver,  and  the  comptroller  of 
his  houfhold. 

Having  feated  himfelf  on  a  fopha,  he  enquired 
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of  De  Gama  what  country  he  came  from,  and 
the  reafon  of  his  coming  :  to  which  he  replied, 
thaf he  was  ambaflador  from  the  king  of  Portu- 
gal, a  monarch  of  the  greateft  power  and  riches 
of  any  in  the  weft  ;  who  having  heard  that  there 
were  chriftian  kings  in  the  Indies,  of  whom  the 
king  of  Calicut  was  faid  to  be  the  principal,  he 
had  thought  proper  to  lend  an  ambaflador,  to 
fettle  terms  or  trade  and  friendlhip  with  him  -, 
and  that  the  anceftors  of  the  king  his  matter, 
had  for  fixty  years  paft  attempted  to  difcover 
India  by  lea  ;  but  that  none  of  their  command- 
ers till  now,  had  been  able  to  accomplifh  the 
dcfign. 

De  Gama  likewife  promifed,  in  confirmation 
of  the  truth  of  what  he  advanced,  to  produce 
the  king  of  Portugal's  letters  at  the  next  audi- 
ence ;  and  faid  that  he  had  orders  to  tell  the 
Zamorin,  that  the  king  his  mafter  was  his  friend 
and  brother,  and  hoped,  that  if  his  majefty  ac- 
cepted of  his  friendlhip,  he  would  fend  an  am- 
baflador to  Portugal  to  confirm  it. 

In  anfwer  hereto  the  Zamorin  faid  that  nothing 
could  be  more  agreeable  to  him  than  fuch  an 
alliance  ;  and  then  alked  feveral  queftions  relat- 
ing to  the  king's  power,  the  diftance  between 
Portugal  and  Calicut,  and  how  long  he  had  been 
on  his  voyage. 

De  Gama  gave  proper  artfwers  to  thefe  quef- 
tions ;  but  it  being  now  late,  and  he  chufing  to 
lodge  in  a  houie  by  himfelf,  and  not  either  with 
the  Indians  or  the  chriftians,  ordered  his  factor, 
who  was  an  Indian,  to  go  with  him,  and  provide 
whatever  he  fhould  have  occafion  for  :  he  was 
likewife  accompanied  by  the  cutwal  and  his  at- 
tendants, but  a  heavy  ftiower  of  rain  falling:,  they 
were  obliged  to  take  fhelter  at  the  factors,  who 
would  have  lent  the  admiral  a  horfe  ;  but  as  he 
had  no  faddle,  he  chofe  rather  to  go  on  foot  to 
his  lodging. 

Thus  De  Gama  feemed  to  be  in  a  fair  way  of 
promoting  the  glory  and  advantage  of  his  coun- 
try •,  but  he  was  even  now  on  the  brink  of  feeing 
them  ravifhed  from  him.  Formidable  rivals 
role  up  againft  him.  Mahometanjfm  had  fol- 
lowed the  Tartars  to  the  Indies,  and  was  as  pre- 
dominant there  as  Paganifm.  The  declared  ha- 
tred that  the  muflelmen  bore  to  the  chriftians 
animated  them  againft  them  ■,  and  the  Arabs 
carrying  on  a  very  Gonfiderable  trade  in  the 
countries  of  Mogul  and  Malabar,  to  which  they 
came  from  the  coafts  of  Africa,  Arabia,  and 
Perfia,  the  fear  of  being  fupplanted  made  them 
confpire  the  destruction  of  the  Portuguefe. 

De  Gama  having  now  determined  to  make  the 
Zamorin  a  prefent,  fent  for  the  Cutwal  and  the 
factor  to  fee  it  :  It  confifted  of  two  barrels  of  oil, 
two  of  honey,  a  cheft  of  fugar,  four  branches  of 
coral,  a  parcel  of  brafs,  fix  hats,  and  four  pieces 
of  fcarlet.  The  factor  and  Cutwal  laughed  at 
the  fight  of  thefe  things,  faying,  that  the  prefent 
was  not  worth  the  Zamorin's  acceptance  ;  that 
the  pooreft  merchant  who  came  to  the  port  gave 
a  better,  and  that  if  De  Gama  made  a  prefent  it 
muft  be  of  gold.  The  admiral  replied,  with 
fome  warmth,  that  if  he  had  come  there  to  trade 
he  would  have  brought  gold  •,  that  he  was  no 
merchant,  but  an  ambaflador,  and  that  the  pre- 


fent was  from  himfelf,  and  not  from  the  king 
his  mafter,  who,  when  he  came  to  be  informed 
of  the  Zamorin's  greatnefs,  would  lent  him  a 
prefent  worthy  fuch  an  emperor's  acceptance. 
In  anfwer  to  this  they  faid,  that  it  might  be  fo, 
but  that  it  was  ufual  for  every  ftranger  who  came 
to  fpeak  with  the  Zamorin,  to  make  him  a  pre- 
fent fuitable  to  his  dignity,  and  therefore  would 
not  give  their  confent  to  its  being  carried  to 
him. 

The  Admiral  being  highly  incenfed,  told 
them,  that  as  they  would  not  give  their  confent, 
he  would  go  himfelf  and  fpeak  to  the  Zamorin. 
They  pretended  to  approve  this  motion,  but 
faying  they  had  a  little  bufinefs  in  the  city,  de- 
fired  De  Gama  to  wait  till  their  return,  as  the 
Zamorin  would  be  offended  if  he  went  to  the  pa- 
lace without  them  •,  and  he  thereon  promifed  td 
wait  for  them,  but  they  did  not  come  back  that 
day. 

In  fact,  thefe  officers  had  been  won  over  to 
the  intereft  of  the  Arabs,  who  having  received 
intelligence  from  the  coaft  of  Africa  of  what  the 
Portuguefe  had  done  there,  and  that  they  came 
only  as  fpies  to  difcover  the  ftate  of  the  city  of 
Calicut,  they  confulted  how  to  injure  the  admi- 
ral in  the  opinion  of  the  Zamorin,  fo  as  to  induce 
him  to  feize  the  fhips  and  deftroy  the  men. 

The  chief  perfons  among  the  Arabs,  going  to 
the  Zamorin,  cautioned  him  to  beware  of  the 
Portuguefe,  alluring  him  that  De  Gama  was  no 
ambaflador,  but  a  pirate,  who  had  committed 
the  greateft  outrages  at  Mofambique,  Mombaf- 
fa,  Melinda,  and  other  places  on  the  coaft  of 
Africa,  of  which  their  factors  had  fent  them  ad- 
vice. They  likewife  prevailed  on  the  cutwal  to 
inlinuate  to  the  Zamorin,  that  the  poornefs  of 
De  Gama's  prefent  was  a  proof  that  he  was  no 
ambaflador. 

In  the  mean  time  feveral  of  them  went  to  De 
Gama's  lodging,  and  earneftly  advifed  him  to 
make  the  Zamorin  a  prefent,  in  order  to  induce 
him  to  fhew  them  what  ha  had  prepared,  that 
they  might  have  an  opportunity  of  under-valu- 
ing it,  which  they  accordingly  did,  telling  him 
that  the  cutwal  had  reafon  to  be  offended,  and 
advifing  him  not  to  fend  it  leaft  the  Zamorin 
fhould  be  affronted  •,  even  Bontaibo  was  of  the 
fame  opinion,  and  wondered  how  he  could  be 
lb  poorly  provided.  The  Admiral  looking  on 
all  they  faid  as  the  effect  of  friendlhip,  was  ex- 
tremely mortified,  and  made  them  the  fame  ex- 
cufes  he  had  given  to  the  cutwal. 

The  factor  and  the  cutwal  did  not  come  near 
De  Gama  till  the  afternoon  of  the  following  day; 
and  on  his  complaining  of  their  behaviour,  they 
turned  the  difcourfe  on  other  fubjects,  and  took 
him  with  them  to  court.  As  the  reprefentations 
which  had  been  made  to  the  Zamorin  had  greatly 
changed  his  opinion  of  De  Gama,  he  kept  him 
three  hours  in  waiting,  and  when  he  was  admit- 
ted, told  him  with  a  look  of  dilpleafure,  that  he 
had  waited  for  him  all  the  preceeding  day.  The 
Admiral  unwilling  to  mention  the  true  caufe  of 
his  non-attendance,  left  it  fhould  introduce  the 
fubject  of  the  prefent,  excufed  himfelf  by  fay- 
ing that  he  had  been  greatly  fatigued  with  his 
journey  :  but  the  Zamorin  immediately  enquir- 
ed 
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ed  how  it  could  happen  that,  if  he  came  ambaf- 
iiidor  from  fo  great  and  rich  a  monarch,  as  he 
repreiented  the  king  of  Portugal  to  be,  he  had 
brought  no  prefent  from  him,  and  that  he  had 
no  idea  of  an  embaffy  of  friendfhip,  without 
fuch  a  neceffary  credential. 

De  Gama  made  the  former  apology,  adding, 
that  the  Zamorin  might  be  certain  that  his  Por- 
tuguefe  majefty  would  lend  him  a  valuable  pre- 
fent, in  cafe  he  lived  to  carry  back  the  news  of 
his  difcovery.  The  Zamorin  then  afked  him 
whether  his  king  had  fent  him  to  difcover  ftones 
or  men  •,  if  the  latter,  added  he,  why  did  he 
fend  me  no  prefent  ?  but  fince  you  have  brought 
none,  I  hear  you  have  a  St.  Mary  in  gold,  and 
defire  to  have  that.  The  Admiral  was  con- 
founded at  this  requeft  ;  and  anfwered  that  the 
image  he  had  heard  of  was  not  gold,  but  made 
of  wood  gilt  ;  but  as  it  had  preferved  them  at 
fea  he  defired  to  be  excuied  from  parting  with  it. 

The  Zamorin  made  no  reply  to  this,  but  en- 
quired for  his  letters,  one  of  which  was  written 
in  Arabic,  and  the  other  in  Portuguefe.  The 
admiral  fufpecling  the  fidelity  of  the  Zamorin's 
interpreter,  defired  he  might  have  thofe  who 
were  chriftians  •,  but  none  being  to  be  found,  he 
propofed  that  Bontaibo  might  read  the  letter, 
which  being  accordingly  done,  the  Zamorin, 
whofe  intereft  it  was  to  encourage  the  refort  of 
merchants,  feemed  wellpleafed,  and  putting  on 
a  more  favourable  look,  began  to  enquire  about 
the  commodities  of  Portugal,  of  which  the  Ad- 
miral gave  him  a  particular  account,  adding, 
that  he  had  brought  famples  of  them  all  for  the 
inflection  of  his  majefty. 

De  Gama  now  defired  permiffion  to  go  on 
board,  to  fend  his  goods  on  fhore,  and  offered 
to  leave  lb  me  of  his  people  till  he  returned  •,  but 
the  Zamorin  faid  that  there  was  no  neceflity  for 
his  men's  ftaying,  and  that  he  might  bring  his 
merchandize  on  ihore,  and  difpofe  of  it  to  the 
belt  advantage. 

The  cutwal  fent  the  admiral  a  horfe  the  next 
morning,  but  as  there  was  no  faddle,  he  defired 
that  initead  of  it  he  might  have  an  open  chair, 
in  which  he  let  out  for  Pandarane,  accompanied 
by  fevera!  perfons  of  dirtinclion. 

The  Arabs  new  finding  that  De  Gama  was 
going  to  his  {hips,  and  tearing  that  he  would 
not  come  on  Chore  any  more,  haftened  to  the 
cutwal,  and  prevailed  on  him  by  a  large  bribe 
to  follow  the  admiral,  and  detain  him  prifoner, 
that  they  might  have  an  opportunity  of  deftroy- 
ing  him  •,  promifing  to  procure  the  cutwal's 
pardon  of  the  zamorin  for  difobeying  his  or- 
ders. 

Hereupon  the  cutwal  fet  out,  and  having 
overtaken  De  Gama,  atked  him  if  was  running 
away  ?  To  which  he  replied,  that  he  was  run- 
ning away  from  the  heat.  When  they  came  to 
Pandarane,  De  Gama  demanded  a  boat  to  go 
on  board  •,  but  the  cutwal  reprefenting  that  it 
was  very  dark,  and  that  the  fhips  were  at  a  con- 
fiderable  diftance,  earneftly  diffuaded  him,  and 
at  the  fame  time  gave  private  orders  to  the  boat- 
men to  keep  out  of  the  way,  fo  that  he  was  un- 
der the  neceffity  of  itaying  out  all  night ;  but  in 
the  morning,  inftead  of  furnilhing  a  bqat,  the 


cutwal  defired  the  admiral  to  order  his  boats 
nearer  to  the  fhore.  This  De  Gama  abfolutely 
refufed,  faying  that  it  would  make  his  brother 
conclude  that  he  was  kept  a  prifoner,  on  which 
he  would  fail  to  Portugal  without  him.  Here- 
upon the  cutwal  anfwered  in  an  imperious  man- 
ner, that  if  the  admiral  would  not  comply  with 
his  requeft,  he  fhould  not  go  on  board. 

De  Gama  now  threatening  to  complain  to  the 
zamorin,  the  cutwal  faid  he  might  go  and  exhi- 
bit  his  complaint,  but  at  the  fame  time  gave  or- 
ders that  the  doors  of  his  apartment  ftiould  be 
kept  fhut,  and  guarded  by  feverai  perfons  with 
drawn  fwords,  while  others  were  placed  on  the 
outfide  of  the  houfe,  to  oppofe  the  Portu- 
guefe,  in  cafe  they  fhould  attempt  to  break  it 
open. 

The  cutwal  was,  however,  reftrair.ed  by  fear' 
from  laying  violent  hands  on  De  Gama,  and  fee- 
ing that  he  wouRl  not  give  him  an  opportunity 
of  bearding  the  fhips,  by  having  them  brought 
near  to  the  ihore,  he  defired  that  their  fails  and 
rudders  might  be  landed,  which  was  likewife 
refolutely  refufed  by  the  admiral. 

One  of  De  Gama's  attendants  at  this  inftant 
informed  him,  he  had  feen  one  of  his  captains, 
who  waited  for  him  with  his  boats  ;  on  which 
De  Gama  difpatched  him  to  inform  the  captain 
of  his  fituation,  and  to  order  him  to  return  in- 
ftantly  to  the  fhip  for  fear  of  a  furprize  :  but  the 
captain  had  hardly  put  off  from  fhore,  when  the 
cutwal  being  informed  of  it,  fent  feverai  arm- 
ed boats  in  purfuit  of  him,  but  they  could  not 
come  up  with  him. 

The  cutwal  ft  ill  continued  to  prefs  De  Gama 
to  write  to  his  brother  to  bring  the  fhips  nearer 
the  ihore,  which  the  admiral  abfolutely  refufing, 
and  the  day  being  fpent  in  thefe  difputes,  he 
and  his  men  were  put  into  a  great  yard  encom- 
pafled  with  walls.  In  the  evening  the  cutwal 
flipped  with  De  Gama,  and  wondered  as  much 
at  his  patience  under  confinement,  as  at  his  de- 
dermined  refolution  not  to  comply  with  his  de- 
mand. 

The  next  morning  he  told  the  admiral  that  it 
was  the  cuftom  for  all  fhips  on  their  arrival  at 
Calicut,  to  land  both  their  goods  and  men,  who- 
were  not  to  return  on  board  till  all  were  fold  : 
but  that  as  foon  as  the  merchandize  was  brought 
on  fhore,  he  fhould  be  permitted  to  return  to  his 
fhips^ 

Though  the  admiral  gave  little  credit  to  what 
the  cutwal  faid,  he  told  him  that  he  would  fend 
for  the  merchandize,  if  he  would  furnifh  boats, 
for  that  he  was  certain  his  brother  would  not 
fend  the  fhip's  boat  while  he  himfelf  was  not  on 
board. 

To  this  propofal  the  cutwal  agreed,  in  hopes 
of  getting  poifeffion  of  all  the  goods  ;  and  De 
Gama  fent  a  letter  to  his  brother  to  acquaint 
him  with  the  terms,  and  to  let  him  know  that 
though  he  was  confined,  he  was  otherwife  well 
ufed  •,  directing  him  to  fend  part  of  the  cargo  on 
fhore,  and  if  he  was  afterwards  detained,  to 
confider  him  as  kept  prifoner  by  order  of  the 
zamorin,  with  a  view  to  gain  time  to  arm  his 
fhips  to  feize  theirs  •,  and  in  that  cafe,  to  return 
immediately  to  Portugal,  and  advife  the  king 
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and  council  to  fend  a  ftrong  fleet  to  refcue  his 
fubjccts  from  flavery,  and  fecure  the  trade  of  lb 
rich  a  country. 

On  receipt  of  this  letter  Paul  de  Gama  landed 
the  goods,  but  fcnt  the  admiral  word  that  he 
would  not  fail  without  him,  and  that  if  they 
did  not  releafe  him  immediately,  his  ordnance 
fhould  compel  them  to  it. 

The  goods,  however,  were  no  fooner  landed, 
than  the  admiral  was  permitted  to  go  to  his 
(hips,  and  having  got  on  board,  determined  nei- 
ther to  go  on  fhore,  nor  to  fend  more  goods  till 
thofe  already  landed  were  fold  :  a  circumftance 
diat  extremely  vexed  the  Arabs,  who  now  fee- 
ing him  out  of  their  reach,  determined,  by  un- 
dervaluing his  goods,  to  do  him  all  the  injury  in 
their  power. 

The  admiral  in  the  mean  time  fent  Diego 
Diaz  his  factor,  to  acquaint  the  zamorin  with 
his  reafons  for  acting  in  this  manner,  and  with 
the  treatment  he  had  received  both  from  the 
Arabs  and  the  cutvval.  The  zamorin  appeared 
to  be  extremely  angry,  and  promiled  not  only 
topunifh  the  offenders,  but  to  fend  proper  per- 
ions  to  purchafe  the  goods. 

Accordingly  feven  or  eight  Guzerat  merch- 
ants, and  a  nobleman,  Were  fent  with  the  factor, 
with  orders  to  flay  at  the  factory,  and  not  per- 
mit any  Arab  to  come  near  it.  But  the  Arabs 
having  privately  brought  over  the  Guzerats 
to  their  interelt,  they  purchafed  nothing  ;  on 
which  De  Gama,  thinking  there  were  no  mer- 
chants in  the  place,  fent  to  beg  the  zamorin's 
permiffion  to  remove  his  goods  to  Calicut,  which 
was  immediately  granted,  and  the  cutwal  re- 
ceived orders  to  convey  them  to  Calicut,  and 
lodge  them  in  a  houfe  provided  for  them  at  the 
expence  of  the  zamorin. 

Though  the  admiral  would  not  land  again 
hitrifelf,  yet  he  permitted  his  men  by  turns  to 
fee  the  city,  where  the  Indians  treated  them  with 
great  kindnefs,  and  they  fold  their  goods  with 
the  utmoft  freedom.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
natives  daily  rcforted  to  the  fhips  in  boats,  ei- 
ther through  curiofity,  or  to  fell  provifions  •,  and 
by  De  Gama's  order  they  were  treated  with  hof- 
pitality. 

Thus  things  went  on  with  great  harmony  till 
the  tenth  of  Auguft,  when  the  feafon  for  return- 
ing from  the  Indies  being  come,  the  admiral 
fent  a  prefent  of  fcarves,  fdk,  coral,  and  other 
things,  to  the  zamorin,  by  Diaz  his  factor,  or- 
dering him  to  acquaint  his  majefty  with  his  in- 
tentions of  failing,  and  to  delire,  that  if  he  chofe 
to  fend  an  ambafiador  to  Portugal,  he  might  pre- 
pare for  departing. 

He  likewife  fent  word  that  he  propofed  to 
leave  his  factor  and  fecretary  at  Calicut,  with 
the  goods  that  were  there,  till  the  arrival  of  the 
next  fleet  from  Europe  :  and  lie  defired  that  his 
majefty  would,  as  a  confirmation  of  his  having 
been  in  India,  fend  a  bahar  of  cloves,  one  of 
cinnamon,  and  one  of  fpices,  which  fhould  be 
paid  for  out  of  the  firft  produce  of  the  goods 
that  were  on  fhore. 

After  an  attendance  of  four  days,  Diaz  was 

admitted  to  the  zamorin,  who,  with  a  furly  af- 

pect,  demanded  what  he  wanted  ?  Diaz   having 

delivered  his  meflage  with  great  marks  of  fear, 
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was  going  to  deliver  the  prefent,  which  the  za- 
morin refufed  to  fee,  but  bid  him  give,  it  to  his 
factor,  and  tell  the  admiral,  that  if  he  would 
go,  he  might  ;  but  that  he  mould  firfl:  pay  him 
lix  hundred  fharafins,  according  to  the  cuflom  of 
the  port. 

Diaz  having  returned  to  the  factory,  was  in- 
Handy  confined  there,  and  proclamation  was 
made  thro'  the  city  forbidding  any  perfons  to  go 
on  board  the  fleet  upon  pain  of  death  :  Bontaibo, 
however,  had  the  courage  to  difobey  this  order,  and 
privately  going  on  board,  told  the  admiral  to  be 
on  his  guard, for  that  the  Arabs  had  made  the  za- 
morin believe  that  the  Portuguefe  were  pirates, 
and  came  with  the  defign  of  learning  the  flrength 
of  the  country,  and  carrying  off  by  force  the 
merchandize  brought  to  the  city. 

Two  days  after  this,  four  boys  came  on  board, 
bringing  precious  ftones  to  fell;  and  though  the 
admiral  had  no  doubt  but  they  came  as  fpies, 
he  fuffered  them  to  depart,  in  hopes  that  other 
perfons  of  greater  confequence  might  be  thereby 
tempted  to  come  on  board. 

This  produced  the  defired  effect  -,  for  the  za- 
morin, thinking  that  De  Gama  was  unacquaint- 
ed with  the  impriionment  of  his  factor  and  fe- 
cretary, fent  on  board  people  to  amufe  him,  till, 
the  fhips  of  Mecca  fhould  arrive,  or  he  himfelf 
could  fit  out  a  fleet  fuflkient  to  take  the  Portu- 
guefe..        , 

At  length,  fix  of  the  principal  Malabars,  with 
fifteen  attendants,  coming  on  board,  the  admi- 
ral ordered  them  to  be  feized,  and  fent  back  two 
of  the  boatmen,  with  a  letter,  demanding  his 
fecretary  and  factor  in  exchange  :  but  as  they  did 
not  come  lb  foon  as  De  Gama  expected,  he  fet 
fail,  and  came  to  an  anchor  in  an  open  road  four 
leagues  below  Calicut,  where  he  waited  three 
days,  and  then  put  to  fea  almoft  out  of  fight  of 
land  v  whereupon  a  boat  with  Malabars  came  on 
board,  and  told  him  that  his  people  were  in  the 
zamorin's  palace,  and  would  be  with  him  the 
next  day.  De  Gama  then  told  them  to  bring 
his  men,  or  letters  from  them,  that  if  they  re- 
turned without  either,  he  would  fink  them  •, 
and  that  if  they  did  not  return  at  all,  he  would 
cut  off  the  heads  of  thole  he  had  made  pri- 
foners. 

As  foon  as  the  boat  was  gone,  he  fleered 
nearer  in  fhore,  and  came  to  an  anchor  ;  and 
the  next  day  feven  boats  made  up  towards  his 
fhip,  in  one  of  which  were  the  factor  and  fecre- 
tary, whom  the  Malabars  put  into  the  fhip's 
boat,  and  then  withdrew  to  a  diftance  for  the 
admiral's  anfwer. 

They  brought  a  letter  to  the  king  of  Portu- 
gal, which  was  written  by  Diaz,  on  the  leaf  of 
a  palm-tree,  and  ligned  by  the  zamorin  :  it  con- 
tained only  thefe  words  :  "  Vafquez  de  Gama, 
"  a  gentleman  of  thy  houfe,  came  to  my  coun-> 
"  try  •,  of  whofe  corning  I  was  glad.  In  my 
"  country  there  is  plenty  of  cinnamon,  cloves, 
"  pepper,  and  precious  ftones.  The  things 
"  which  I  am  defirous  of  having  out  of  thy 
"  country,  are  gold,  filver,  coral  and  fcar- 
"  let/' 

De  Gama  returned  no  other  anfwer,  than  that 
he  had  fent  back  fome  of  his  prifoners,  and 
would  keep  the  reft  till  his  merchandize  was  re- 
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ftortd.  Bontaibo  came  on  board  the  next  day, 
and  toid  De  Gama,  that  the  cutwal,  by  order 
of  the  zamorin,  had  feized  all  his  effe&s,  faying 
that  he  was  a  chriftian,  and  that  the  king  of 
Portugal  had  fent  him  over-land  as  a  fpy. 

This  he  faid,  he  well  knew  was  done  at  the 
inftigation  of  the  Arabs-,  and  that  he  had  fled  to 
avoid  the  farther  effecls  of  their  malice,  fince,  as 
they  had  taken  his  goods,  he  had  no  doubt  but 
they  would  injure  his  perfon  :  the  admiral  in- 
ftantly  ordered  a  cabin  for  him,  promifing,  that 
when  he  arrived  in  Portugal,  he  fhould  be  am- 
ply recompenced  for  the  lefs  of  his  goods. 

Socn  after  Bontaibo  was  on  board  there  came 
three  Almadias,  with  fcarves  laid  over  the 
benches  ;  and  thofe  who  came  in  thefe  veffels 
pretended  that  they  had  brought  all  the  mer- 
chandise :  and  defired  that  in  return  the  Mala- 
bars might  be  fet  at  liberty  :  but  the  admiral  per- 
rciving  that  this  was  only  an  artifice,  told  them 
he  would  carry  the  Malabars  to  Portugal,  as  a 
confirmation  of  his  difcovery,  and  foon  return  to 
Calicut,  and  give  the  zamorin  a  convincing 
proof  that  he  was  no  pirate,  as  the  .  Arabs  had 
reprefented  him. 

Calicut  is  fituated  in  the  middle  of  the  coaft  of 
Malabar,  upon  an  open  fhore,  where  there  is  no 
Shelter  for  European  (hips,  which  are  obliged  to 
ride  at  anchor  in  the  road  :  but  the  fhips  of  the 
country,  being  made  of  planks,  bound  together 
with  ropes,  and  flat-bottomed,  are  eafily  hauled 
on  ihore. 

Though  at  the  time  De  Gama  was  there,  the 
city  was  large,  yet  all  the  buildings  were  made 
of  hurdles,  except  the  temples  and  the  zamorin's 
palaces,  which  were  of  ftone  and  lime  •,  for  by 
their  laws,  none  elfe  were  allowed  to  be  erected 
with  thofe  materials.  At  that  time  this  city  was 
the  greateft  mart  in  India,  for  all  forts  of  fpices, 
drugs,  precious  ftones,  filks,  calicoes,  gold, 
filver,  and  other  rich  commodities. 

The  natives,  who  are  Pagans,  pay  an  implicit 
obedience  to  their  bramins  or  priefts,  both  in 
religious  and  fecular  affairs.  The  noblemen  are 
forbid  to  marry,  left  the  cares  of  a  family  fhould 
damp  their  martial  ipirit  •,  yet  they  are  permitted 
to  keep  miftreffes,  provided  they  chule  fueh  as 
are  of  equal  rank  with  themfelves  ;  but  if  a  no- 
bleman is  known  to  have  an  intrigue  with  a  wo- 
man of  an  inferior  rank,  he  is  cut  in  pieces  by 
his  peers.  Under  the  fame  reftri&ions  the  wo- 
men of  diftinflion  may  likewife  have  any  num- 
ber of  gallants,  and  jealoufy  is  altogether  un- 
known among  them. 

The  Eftate  of  a  nobleman  does  not  defcend 
to  his  fon  •,  for  as  this  promifcuous  commerce 
renders  it  uncertain  who  is  the  father,  he  adopts 
the  fon  of  his  filter,  who  is  educated  at  the 
Tamorin's  expence,  by  proper  mafters,  who  in- 
ilruct  him  in  the  ufe  of  arms,  which  confift  of 
the  javelin,  fcymiter,  bow  and  arrows.  They 
-.re  inured  betimes  to  fatigue  and  danger,  but 
are  not  permitted  to  ufe  their  arms  in  the  field 
of  battle,  till  the  zamorin  has  beftowed  fome  mi- 
litary honour  on  them. 

The  nobility  think  their  blood  tainted  by  the 
accidental  touch  of  a  commoner,  and  nothing 
can  warn  cut  the  ftain  but  the  blood  of  the  of- 


fender •,  fo  that  the  common  people  are  obliged 
to  call  aloud  in  the  ftreets,  and  proclaim  their 
condition,to  prevent  thefe  dangerous  encounters. 
A  nobleman  cannot  forfeit  his  nobility  by  the 
moft  atrocious  crimes,  nor  can  a  commoner  ac- 
quire fuperior  rank  by  the  moft  illuftrious  ac- 
tions. 

The  lower  clafs  of  people  can  only  marry  thofe 
of  their  own  profeflion,  and  every  man  is  ob- 
liged to  follow  the  fame  bufinefs  as  his  father, 
lnftead  of  paper,  they  ufe  the  leaves  of  the  palm- 
tree,  on  which,  with  a  fharp  pointed  pen,  they 
record  all  memorable  events,  and  the  leaves  be- 
ing reduced  into  a  legularform,  are  tied  up  be- 
tween two  pieces  of  polifhcd  wood. 

Two  days  after  De  Gama  departed,  being  be- 
calmed a  league  from  Calicut,  the  zamorin  fent 
iixty  boats  filled  with  foldiers  to  take  the  fhips  -, 
but  a  frefh  gale  fpringing  up  the  fleet  efcaped, 
though  the  Malabars  purfued  it  for  about  an 
hour  and  a  half.  It  was  very  fortunate  for  the 
Portuguefe  that  they  arrived  at  Calicut  in  the 
!  beginning  of  the  winter,  when  the  zamorin's 
Meet,  which  was  very  numerous,  was  hauled  up  ; 
for  if  it  had  been  fummer,  when  his  veffels  are 
at  fea,  their  fhips  might  been  cleftroyed  with  the 
greateft  eafe.  Notwnhftandins;  the  abovemen- 
tioned  attempt,  De  Gama  diimiffed  one  of  the 
captives  at  the  firft  port  at  which  he  touched, 
with  a  letter  to  the  zamorin,  in  which  he  pro- 
feffed  the  utmoft  regard  for  his  majefty,  apolo- 
gized for  his  carrying  away  the  Malabars,  and 
mentioned  the  fnares  that  had  been  laid  for' him 
by  the  Arabians  :  he  picmifcd  to  exert  himfelf 
to  eftablifh  fuch  a  friendship  between  him  and 
the  king  of  Portugal,  as  fhould  tend  to  their 
mutual  advantage,  and  afiured  him  that  the  pri- 
foners  fhould  be  treated  with  humanity,  and  lent 
back  to  their  native  country  in  the  next  Portu- 
guefe fleet. 

De  Gama,  ftill  fleering  along  the  coafi,  en- 
tered among  fome  imall  iflands,  from  one  ot 
which  came  feveral  pinnaces  laden  with  fifh  and 
other  provifions.  Thefe  people  the  Portuguele 
treated  kindly,  and  giving  them  fhirts  and  other 
things,  obtained  their  permiflion  to  erect  a  crofs, 
and  called  the  place  Santa  Maria. 

After  the  admiral  left  this  place,  he  anchored 
at  fix  fmall  iflands  near  the  fhore,  where  he  took 
in  water,  and  the  people  brought  him  gourds, 
milk  and  fowls,  and  told  him  that  the  ifland 
abounded  with  cinnamon.  Some  of  the  Portu- 
guefe being  fent  on  fhore-,  to  learn  the  truth  of 
this  report,  returned  with  intelligence  that  they 
had  feen  entire  woods  of  cinnamon  trees. 

Hence  the  admiral  failed  to  the  Anchediva 
iflands,  which  are  five  in  number,  where  he  re- 
folved  to  careen  his  fhips  •,  but  while  the  firft 
was  a  ground,  there  appeared  feven  brigantineis, 
on  board  two  of  which  were  drums  beating,  and 
trumpets  founding.  The  Malabars  faid  thefe 
were  pirates,  who  under  pretence  of  friendfhip, 
plundered  all  the  veffels  that  came  in  their  way  : 
Whereupon  the  admiral  gave  orders  for  firing 
at  them,  as  foon  as  they  were  within  reach  of 
his  guns  ;  and  at  this  unexpected  fahite,  they 
failed  away  as  faft  as  pofiible. 

Among 
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Among  the  numbers  that  now  crowded  to 
view  the  fliips,  came  a  perfon  in  a  fmall  vefiel, 
who  appeared  to  be  about  forty  years  of  age, 
and-of  a  different  country.  He  initantly  ran  up 
in  the  admiral  and  captains',  faluting  them  as  fa- 
miliarly as  if  he  had  been  their  old  acquaintance-, 
and  having  paid  his  compliments  in  the  Italian 
language,  laid  that  lie  was  a  Chriftian,  born  in 
Italy  ;  that  when  he  was  a  boy,  and  on  a  voyage 
to  Greece  with  his  parents,  he  had  been,  taken 
by  py rates,  and  fulfered  variety  of  hardfliips, 
and  had'  hitherto  been  deprived  of  all  hopes  of 
rcvifiting  his  native  country.  He  laid  that  he 
had  been  compelled  to  enter  into  the  lervice  of  a 
Mahometan  prince,  named  Sabay,  thefovereign 
of  an  ifland  about  twelve  leagues  dillance,  cal- 
led Goa  ;  but  that  although  lie  was  obliged  to 
comply  with  the  worfhip  of  the  Mahometans, 
he  was  ftill  a  Chriftian  in  his  heart. 

He  told  De  Gama  that  he  was  the  prime  mi- 
niftcr  and  confident  of  his  fovereign  ;  and  hear-' 
ing  that  there  were  fome  ftrange  fliips  at  Calicut, 
v.hofe  men  were  cloathed  from  head  to  foot,  and 
fpoke  a  language  which  none  of  the  Indians  un- 
derftocd,  lie  imagined  they  were  Chriflians,  and 
therefore  intreated  Sabay's  permifiion  to  go  and 
lee  them  -,  which  he  not  only  granted,  but  com- 
miffioned  him  to  afl'ure  them,  that  whatever  his 
country  produced  was  at  their  lervice. 

He  concluded  with  afking  the  favour  of  a 
cheefe  to  fend  to  a  companion  of  his  e»n  fhore,  as 
a  token  of  his  having  met  with  a  friendly  recep- 
tion. 

Though  this  gave  De  Gama  fome  fufpicion, 
he  ordered  him  the  cheefe  and  two  loaves,  which 
having  lent  on  fhore,  he  continued  talking  to 
the  admiral,  and  afked  many  queftions  that 
feemed  to  indicate  an  uncommon  curiofity.  His 
being  lb  full  of  words  increafed  the  admiral's 
fufpicion,  and  Paul  de  Gama  enquired  of  the 
natives  who  he  was  r  In  anfwer  to  which  they 
faid  he  was  a  pirate,  and  had  been  on  board  o- 
ther  fhips  that  had  been  there  before. 

Hereupon  the  admiral  ordered  him  to  be 
whipped,  to  make  him  acknowledge  who  he 
was,  and  the  defign  of  his  coming  ?  But  this  ha- 
ving no  effect,  he,  with  a  true  Pcrtuguefe  bar- 
barity, ordered  that  he  fhould  be  hung  by  the 
genitals,  and  hoiftcd  up  and  let  down  by  a  pul- 
ley. After  the  fourth  torture  he  confelied  that 
he  was  a  Polifh  Jew,  and  that  Sabay,  intending 
to  attack  the  Portuguefe  fhips,  had  fent  him  to 
difcover  their  ftrength  and  manner  of  fighting. 

On  this  De  Gama  ordered  him  to  be  confined 
under  the  hatches,  and  cured  of  the  hurt  he  had 
fuftained  -t  telling  him  that  he  did  not  intend  to 
make  a  flave  of  him,  but  would  carry  him  to 
Portugal,  that  he  might  give  the  king  fome  ac- 
count of  the  country  :  and  this  man  being  kind- 
ly ulcd,  was  afterwards  baptized  by  the  name  of 
Jafper  de  Gama,  and  became,  on  many  oc- 
cafions,  extremely  ferviceable  to  the  Portu- 
guefe. 

On  the  fifth  of  October  the  admiral  left  this 
coaft,  and    fleered  for  Melinda  ;  but   meeting 


witli  calms,  florins  and  contrary  winds,  the  paf- 
fage  became  very  tedious,  and  the  men  were  lb 
terribly  afflicted  with  the  (curvy,  that  there  were 
not  above  fix  teen  in  each  fhip  able  to  do  their 
duty. 

To  prevent  their  overfhooting  Melinda,  the 
fhips  came  to  an  anchor  every  night;  but  when 
thev  came  to  a  village  of  Moors  within  ten 
leagues  of  that  city,  they  faw  eight  large  boats, 
filled  with  foldicrs,  fleering  directly  towards  the 
fhips -,  but  the  admiral  firing  upon  them,  they 
inftaritly  tacked  about" and  retreated. 

When  they  arrived  at  Melinda,  De  Gama 
met  with  a  very  friendly  reception,  and  was 
fopplitd  with  refreshments.  After  remaining 
there  five  days,  he  failed,  taking  with  him  an 
ambaffador  from  the  king  of  Melinda  to  his  Por- 
tuguefe maje-fty ;  and  as  there  was  not  now  a 
fufficient  number  of  men  to  navigate  the  three 
fliips,  the  St.  Raphael,  commanded  by  Paul  de 
Gama,  was  burnt  by  order  of  the  admiral. 

On  the  twenty-feventh  of  February  they  ar- 
rived at  Zanjibar,  a  pretty  large  ifland  in  fixteen 
degrees  fouth  4atitude  ;  near  which  are  two  o- 
thers,  called  Monfia  and  Pemba,  all  of  them 
very  ferule.  The  prince  of  Zanjibar,  though  a 
Mahometan,  entertained  the  Portuguefe  in  a 
very  hofpitable  manner,  and  fupplied  them  with 
frefrt  proviftons  and  fruit. 

From  this  ifland  they  fleered  along  the  coaft, 
and  paffing  Mofkmbique,  took  in  wood  and  wa- 
ter at  the  ifland  of  San  Bias.  They  doubled  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope  on  the  twenty-fixth  of  A- 
prtl,  and  then  fleered  for  the  ifland  of  St.  Jago  ; 
but  the  fliips  being  feperated  in  a  violent  ftorm, 
Nicholas  Coello,  who  commanded  the  Berrio, 
being  in  hafte  to  carry  the  news  to  the  king, 
fleered  directly  for  Lifbon,  and  on  the  tenth  of 
July  put  into  Cufcais. 

De  Gama,  on  his  arrival  at  St.  Jago,  left  his 
fhip  to  be  repaired,  and  hiring  a  caraval,  arrived^ 
at  Belem  in  September  1499,  after  a  voyage  of 
two  years  and  two  months,  in  which  he  had  loft 
above  half  his  men. 

His  majefty,  highly  rejoiced  at  his  return, 
fent  a  nobleman  and  feveral  gentlemen  to  con7 
duel:  him  to  court,  where  he  was  received  with 
uncommon  marks  of  refpect,  honoured  with  the 
title  of  Don,  allowed  to  quarter  a  part  of  the 
king's  arms  with  his  own,  and  gratified  with  a 
penlion  of  three  thoufand  ducats  a  year. 

Captain  Coello  had  an  appointment  of  one 
hundred  ducats,  and  was  made  a  Fidalgo  ■,  and. 
the  king,  on  account  of  this  difcovery,  added. 
to  his  own  titles,  that  of  "  Lord  of  the  conqueft 
"  and  navigation  of  Ethiopia,  Arabia,  Perfia 
"  and  the  Indies." 

On  this  occafion,  public  thankfgivings  were 
made  throughout  the  kingdom,  for  the  luccefs 
of  the  voyage  ;  fealls  and  entertainments  were 
every  where  given  ;  and  thofe  who  had  hereto- 
fore reprefented  thefe  defigns  as  ridiculous  and 
impracticable,  now  became  afhamed  of  the  op- 
pofition  they  had  made,  and  were  the  moft  for- 
ward to  recommend  them. 
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(Being  the  firft  made  on  account  of  the  English  East  India  Company.) 


CHAPTER     I. 

Account  of  the  fleet ,;  they  Jet  fall ;  take  a  Portuguefe  flnp  on  the  coafl  of  Guinea  ;  arrive  in 
the  bay  of  Sa/danna  ;  the  method  taken  to  cure  the  fcurvy  ;  they  fail  from  Saldanna,  and 
arrive  at  Mary'sljland,  to  recover  their  men,  who  are  again  fick  of  the  fcurvy  ;  they  anchor 
in  the  bay  of  Antongil,  in  the  ifland  of  Madagafcar,  where  they  land  and  trade  with  the  na- 
tives ;  they  afterwards  fail  by  the  ifland  of  Rocque-Piz ;  are  in  danger  from  the  rocks, 
and  anchor  at  the  ifland  of  Sombrefo,  whence  they  fail  to  Sumatra,  and  arrive  in  the  road 
of  Achen. 


gentlemen 


having 
different 


been 


MANY  Englifh  _ 
to  the  Eall  Indies  at  different  times, 
gave,  on  their  return  home,  fuch  an 
account  of  thofe  countries,  and  of  the  eafe  with 
which  the  Englifh  might  fettle  factories,  and 
eftablifh  a  regular  trade  thither,  that  many  gen- 
tlemen of  rank,  and  rich  merchants,  began  fe- 
rioufly  to  think  of  eftablifhing  fuch  a  commerce. 

That  they  might  do  this  effectually,  they  ap- 
plied themfelves  to  queen  Elizabeth  for  a  char- 
ter, and  her  majefty  granted  them  one,  which 
was  dated  the  thirty-firft  of  December  1600,  in 
the  forty-third  year  of  her  reign. 

This  charter  was  exclufive  -,  and  the  queen 
bound  herfelf  not  to  grant  any  charter  to  other 
merchants,  for  the  fpace  of  fifteen  years-,  but  with 
this  provifo  ;  that  if  within  that  fpace  this  char- 
ter fhould  appear  to  be  detrimental  to  the  pub- 
lic, it  fhould,  upon  two  years  notice,  under  the 
privy  feal,  become  void.  But  if  it  fhould  ap- 
pear from  experience,  that  this  new  corporation 
was  a  public  benefit,  then  fhe  promifed  to  re- 


new their  charter,  with  fuch  additional  claufes 
in  their  favour,  as  fhould  appear  requifite. 

The  company,  in  confequence  of  this  charter, 
immediately  began  to  raife  a  joint  flock  for  car- 
rying their  project  into  execution  ;  and  in  afhort 
time  their  treafurer  had  in  his  hands  feventy- 
two  thoufand  pounds  :  upon  which  it  was  re- 
folved  to  fit  out  feveral  fhips  to  begin  their  cor- 
refpondence  in  that  part  of  the  world. 

Thefe  were  the  Dragon  of  fix  hundred  tons, 
and  two  hundred  and  two  men,  under  the  com- 
mand of  captain  James  Lancafter,  admiral-,  * 
the  Hector  of  three  hundred  tons,  and  one  hun- 
dred and  eight  men,  commanded  by  captain 
John  Middlcton,  vice-admiral ;  the  Afcenfion 
of  two  hundred  and  fixty  guns  and  thirty-two 
men,  William  Brand,  captain  -,  and  the  Sufan, 
carrying  eighty-four  men,  commanded  by  John 
Hayward  -,  to  which  was  added  the  Gueft,  a  fhip 
of  one  hundred  and  thirty  tons,  as  a  victualler. 

In  each  of  the  four  fhips  were  three  merch- 
ants, who  were  to  fucceed  each  other  in  cafe  of 


*  Afterward:.  S'r  James  Lancafler. 


This  gentleman  was  one  of  the  company  to  whom  the  pat:nt  was  granted. 
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death.  In  merchandize  and  Spanifh  money  there 
was  to  the  value  of  twentv-feven  thoufand  pounds 
on  board  ;  and  all  the  reft  of  the  company's 
ftock  was  laid  out  in  the  purchafe  and  equip- 
ment of  the  veffels,  in  furnifhing  them  with 
ne^  diaries,  and  advancing  money  to  the  fai- 
lors. 

Queen  Elizabeth  gave,  them  letters  of  recom- 
mendation to  feveral  princes  of  India  ;  and  as 
no  affair  of  great  eonfequence  can  be  well  car- 
ried on  without  an  abfolute  authority,  fhe  grant- 
ed the  admiral  a  commillion  of  martial  law. 

On  the  eighteenth  day  of  April  1601,  this 
fleet  failed  from  Daitmouth,  and  put  into  Tor- 
bay,  where  the  admiral  lent  inftruftions  on  board 
all  the  fhips,  for  keeping  company  at  lea,  and 
appointed  the  places  of  rendezvous,  in  cale  of 
feparation. 

They  departed  hence  on  the  twenty -fecond  of 
April  for  the  Canaries,  and  on  the  morning  of 
the  fifth  of  May  had  fight  of  Alegranza,  the 
molt  northerly  of  thofe  iflands  ;  but  meeting 
with  contrary  winds,  and  being  frequently  be- 
calmed, it  was  the  twenty-firlt  of  June  before 
the)'  got  into  two  degrees  north  latitude,  where 
difcovering  a  Portuguefe  fhip,  they  chafed  and 
took  her.* 

This  yeflel  had  failed  from  Lifbon  in  compa- 
ny with  five  others,  bound  to  the  Eaft  Indies, 
but  had  been  feparated  at  lea.  The  Englilh 
took  out  of  her  one  hundred  and  forty-fix  buts 
.of  wine,  fifty-five  hogiheads  of  meal,  one  hun- 
dred and  feventy-fix  jars  and  twelve  barrels  of 
oil,  which  being  properly  diftributed  among  the 
fhips,  was  of  great  fervice  to  them  during  the 
voyage. 

They  pafi'ed  the  equinoctial  line  on  the  laft 
day  of  June,  and  on  the  twenty-fifth  of  July 
they  got  into  nineteen  degrees  forty  minutes 
fouth  latitude,  where  they  unloaded  the  Guelt 
victualler,  and  having  taken  her  mafts,  fails  and 
yards  on  board  the  other  fhips,  they  broke  down 
her  higher  buildings  for  fire-wood,  and  left  her 
floating  in  the  fea. 

Nine  days  after,  they  crofTed  the  tropic  of  Ca- 
pricorn, and  by  this  time  lb  many  of  the  men 
had  fallen  fick  by  continuing  fo  long  under  the 
line,  that  all  the  fhips,  except  the  admiral's, 
were  fo  thin  of  men,  that  they  had  hardly  a 
number  fufficient  to  handle  the  fails  ;  and  at 
length  the  fcarcity  of  hands  became  {o  great, 
that  in  fome  of  the  fhips,  the  merchants  took 
their  turns  at  the  helm,  and  went  aloft  like  com- 
.  mon  failors :  but  at  laft,  by  the  help  of  a  fair- 
wind,  they  on  the  ninth  of  September,  reached 
Saldanna  ;  and  the  admiral  having  come  to  an 
anchor,  fent  his  boats  to  affift  the  other  fhips  in 
entering  the  harbour,  and  even  went  on  board 
them  himfelf  with  a  number  of  men,  to  hoilt 
out  their  boat  for  them. 

The  reafon  of  the  admiral's  men  being  in  better 
health  than  thofe  of  the  other  fhips,  was  owing 
to  his   having  taken  to  fea  with  him  fome  bot- 
tles of  the  juice  of  lemons,  of  which,  as  long  as 
.  it  laited,  he  gave  three  lpoonfuls  every  morning 


*  At  that  time  Portugal  was  fubjeel  to  the  Spaniards 
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falling,    to  every  man   on   board,    not  permit- 
ting them  to  eat  any  thing  after  it  till  noon. 

The  admiral,  having  revived  the  fpirits  of  the 
crews  on  board  the  other  fhips  by  the  affiflance 
he  gave  them,  went  on  fhore,  and  meeting  with 
fome  of  the  natives,  gave  them  knives,  pieces 
of  iron,  and  other  trifles,  at  the  fame  time  ma- 
king figns  for  them  to  bring  him  cows,  and 
fheep  ;  and  he  eafily  made  them  comprehend  his 
meaning,  by  making  the  fame  noife  as  the  cat- 
tle themfelves  ;  lowing  like  a  cow  for  horned 
cattle,  and  ufing  the  found  of  baa  for  fheep,  fo 
that  he  had  no  need  of  an  interpreter. 

Captain  Lancafter  having  difmiffed  the  peo- 
ple, well  pleafed  with  the  prefents  he  had  made 
them,  gave  orders  that  every  Blip's  company  fhould 
bring  their  fails  afhore,  eredt  tents  for  the  fick, 
and  alio  raife  works  for  their  defence,  in  cale 
the  natives  fhould  make  any  attempt  upon 
them. 

He  likewife  gave  orders,  that  when  the  na- 
tives came  down  with  cattle,  not  mere  than  fix 
men,  appointed  for  the  purpofe,  fhould  go  to. 
deal  with  them  ;  and  that  a  body  of  men,  not 
lefs  than  thirty,  armed  with  mufkets  and  pikes, 
fhould  advance  no  nearer  the  place  of  fale  than 
one  hundred  and  forty  yards  ;  but  fhould  always 
ftand  drawn  up  in  ranks,  with  their  mulkets 
on  their  refts,  to  be  ready  in  cafe  of  accident. 
A  ftriCt  obfervance  being  paid  to  thefe  orders, 
no  one  could  go  to  fpeak  to  the  natives  without 
leave  ;  and  the  eonfequence  was,  that  during 
their  whole  ftay,  the  harmony  fubfifting  between 
them  was  uninterrupted. 

On  the  third  day  after  their  landing,  the  na- 
tives brought  down  black  cattle  and  fheep,  which 
the  Engiiih  purchafed  for  pieces  of  old  iron 
hoops ;  giving  two  pieces,  each  eight  inches  in 
length  for  an  ox,  and  one  piece  for  a  fheep  : 
and  the  natives  were  fo  well  pleafed  with  this 
traffic,  that  in  about  twelve  days;,'  the  fhips 
companies  purchafed  forty-two  oxen,  and  a 
thoufand  fheep  ;  and  might  have  had  many 
more  if  they  had  wanted  them. 

Thefe  fheep  were  confiderably  larger  than 
thofe  of  England,  and  the  flefh  was  exceeding 
good,  fat  and  fweet  :  the  oxen  were  alio  full  as 
big  as  the  Englifh,  and  very  fat. 

Though  the  natives  frequently  came  to  fee 
them  after  this  traffic  was  over,  they  fhewed  no 
inclination  to  renew  it  ;  but  when  the  failors 
made  figns  for  more  fheep,  they  pointed  to  thofe 
that  had  been  bought,  which  were  kept  grazing 
upon  the  hills  round  the  tents.  This  circum- 
ftance  made  the  Englifh  imagine,  that  the  na- 
tives were  under  fome  apprehenfions  that  they 
were  come  to  fettle  there. 

They  met  with  fuch  refrefhments  while  they 
remained  here,  that  all  the  men  recovered  their 
health  and  ftrength,  except  four  or  five  ;  but 
thefe,  added  to  thofe  who  had  died  before  their 
arrival,  amounted  to  one  hundred  and  five,  and 
yet  the  remainder  thought  themfelves  in  better 
health  when  they  left  this  bay,  than  when  they 
departed  from  England. 


with  whom  the  Englifh  were  then  at  war. 
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The  Admiral  having  cauied  all  the  tents  to  be 
taken,  down,  and  taking  a  frefli  fupply  of  wood 
and  water  on  board,  put  to  fea  on  the  twenty- 
ninth  of  October,  and  on  the  twenty  fixth  of 
November  fell  in  with  the  head-land  of  the  ifland 
of  Madagafcar,  fomewhat  to  the  eaft  of  cape 
Sebaftian,  and  continued  plying  to  the  eaftward 
till  the  fifteenth  of  December,  about  which  time 
the  men  began  again  to  fall  fick  of  the  fcurvy. 

They  had  fight  of  the  fouthermoft  part  of  St. 
Mary's  ifland  on  the  Seventeenth  of  September, 
and  on  the  eighteenth  they  anchored  between  it 
and  Madagafcar,  when  they  fent  their  boats  alhore, 
and  got  plenty  of  oranges  and  lemons  ;  but 
while  they  were  riding  at  anchor,  a  violent  ftorm 
arofe,  which  continued  fixteen  hours,  and  drove 
three  of  the  mips  from  their  anchors  ;  but  at 
length  the  ftorm  abating,  the  fhips  returned  in 
iafety. 

St.  Mary's  ifland  is  a  high  country,  and  full  of 
woods  :  the  inhabitants  are  black,  and  the  men, 
who  have  curled  hair,  are  tall  and  handfome  : 
they  ftroke  their  hair  upon  their  foreheads,  by 
which  means  it  ftands.  about  three  inches  up- 
right. They  wear  no  cloaths  except  a  lmall  co- 
vering about  the  waift  ;  they  are  very  free  in 
converfation,  and  feem  to  be  a  people  of  great 
braver}'. 

Their  chief  food  is  fill)  and  rice  ;  but  the 
Englifh  could  get  but  very  little  of  the  latter ; 
for  as  their  harveft  was  nearly  at  hand  they  had 
almoft  confumed  the  laft  year's  flock ;  fcarce 
any  thing  therefore  was  to  be  obtained  but  a  lit- 
tle goat's  milk  ;  for  the  Englifh  few  only  one 
cow,  and  that  was  driven  away  as  foon  as  the 
natives  perceived  they  were  landing* 

As  there  was  therefore  fo  little  refrefhment  to 
be  had,  and  as  the  place  they  rode  in  was  very 
dangerous,  they,  on  the  23d,  failed  for  Antongil, 
which  bay  they  entered  on  the  twenty-fifth,  and 
came  to  an  anchor  in  a  fafe  road,  between  the 
main  and  a  lmall  ifland  lying  in  the  bottom  of  the 
bay  ;  but  on  landing  on  this  little  ifland,  they 
found  a  writing  laid  in  the  rocks,  importing 
that  five  Dutch  fhips  had  been  there  about  two 
months  before,  and  that  they  had  loft  near  two 
hundred  men  by  ficknefs  while  they  ftaid  in  that 
place. 

On  the  next  day  they  landed  on  the  main  ifland, 
when  the  inhabitants  repaired  to  them,  and  in- 
formed them,  by  figns,  that  the  people  of  the 
Dutch  fhips  had  purchased  the  greater  part  of 
their  provifions :  however,  they  began  to  deal 
with  the  Englifh,  to  whom  they  fold  oranges, 
lemons,  plantanes,  rice,  and  fowls,  but  at  a 
very  high  price.  Thefe  people  were  fubtle  in 
their  dealings,  continually  infilling  upon  having 
a  little  more,  and  if  that  was  once  complied  with, 
none  of  them  would  afterward  fell  at  a  lower 
rate. 

The  Admiral,  finding  the  inconvenience  arif- 
ing  from  this  avaritious  difpofition,  ordered 
meafures  to  be  made,  which  held  near  a  quart, 
and  appointed  the  number  of  glafs  beads  to  be- 
8;iven  for  each  meafure  filled  with  rice.  The 
like  order  was  made,  which  refpecb  to  plantanes, 
lemons  and  oranges  ;  the  number  to  be  given 
fer  every  bead  was  fixed,  and  they  were  to  deal 


on  no  other  terms.  After  fome  hefitation  the 
natives  confented  to  adopt  this  method,  and 
thus  their  dealings  were  carried  on  without  far- 
ther cavilling  Or  difpute. 

The  Englifh  here  purchafed  fifteen  tons  and 
a  quarter  of  rice,  forty  or  fifty  bufhels  of  peas 
and  beans,  eight  cows,  a  number  of  fowls,  and 
great  plenty  of  oranges,  lemons  and  plantanes* 
Having  brought  from  England  a  pinnace  of 
eighteen  tons  in  pieces,  they  joined  her  toge- 
ther while  they  rode  in  this  bay  ;  and  cutting 
down  fome  trees,  fawed  them  into  boards  and 
fheathed  her.  This  veifel  was  of  great  ufe  in 
going  before  the  fhips,  in  order  to  make  the 
proper  foundings,  to  prevent  their  running  on 
fhoals  and  rocks.  While  they  remained  in  this 
bay,  the  matter  and  two  others  died  out  of  the 
Hector,  and  the  furgeon,  the  chaplain,  the  maf- 
ter's  mate,  and  ten  common  men  out  of  the 
Dragon  :  all  of  whom  were  carried  off  by  the 
flux,  which  was  fuppofed  to  be  occafioned  by  the 
water  they  drank  on  lhore. 

The  mailer's  mate  of  the  Dragon  being  car- 
ried on  fhore  in  order  to  be  buried,  the  captain 
of  the  Afcenfion  took  his  boat  to  attend  the  ce- 
remony ;  and  as  it  is  the  cuflom  at  fea  to  dil- 
charge  fome  pieces  of  ordnance  at  the  interment 
of  any  officer,  the  gunner  fired  three  guns  ;  but 
fome  bullets  being  left  in  them,  one  flruck  the 
Afcenfion'' s  boat,  and  killed  the  captain  and  boat-* 
fwain's  mate  ;  who  thus  found  a  grave  for  them- 
felves  by  going  to  pay  the  laft  honours  to  ano- 
ther. 

The  fhips  left  this  bay  on  the  fixth  of  March, 
and  on  the  fixteenth  fell  in  with  an  ifland,  called 
Roque-Piz,  in  ten  degrees  thirty  minutes  fouth 
latitude.  Here  the  admiral  lent  his  boat  iu 
fearch  of  a  proper  road,  but  fhe  found  mollly 
deep  water,  where  the  fhips  could  not  ride  in 
iafety. 

In  coafting  this  ifland  they  found  that  it  had  a 
beautiful  appearance  ;  it  was  almoft  covered  with 
cocoa-nut  trees,  and  the  breezes  from  the  fhore 
were  as  fragrant  as  if  they  had  proceeded  from  a 
garden  of  flowers.  As  the  boats  advanced  nearer 
to  the  land,  they  faw  great  numbers  of  fifh,  and 
the  fowls  flew  about  them  in  fuck  prodigious 
multitudes  that  the  failors  killed  many  of  them 
with  their  oars,  which  they  found  to  be  fatter 
and  finer  eating  than  any  they  had  tafted  during 
the  whole  voyage. 

After  being  often  in  danger  of  running  upon 
the  rocks,  they  had  fight  of  the  iflands  of  Nico- 
bar  on  the  ninth  of  May ;  and  bearing  in,  an- 
chored on  the  fouth  fide  under  a  fmall  ifland  that 
lies  near  the  fhore.  The  people  came  on  board 
in  long  canoes,  each  of  which  would  hold  at 
leaft  twenty  men,  bringing  gums,  to  fell  inftead 
of  amber,  by  wlflch  many  of  the  crew  were  de- 
ceived :  they  likewife  brought  cocoa-nuts  and 
fowls,  but  let  fo  great  a  price  upon  them,  that 
few  were  purchafed  :  and  in  a  fact,  they  met  with 
few  refrelhments  here,  except  water  and  fome 
cocoa-nuts. 

After  remaining  here  ten  days,  they  fet  fail 
for  Sumatra,  but  were  greatly  hindered  by  the 
currents  and  the  wind,  which  blew  hard  at 
fouth  fouth-weft.     The  fhips,    by    thus  beating 
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up  and  down,  began  to  be  leakv,  which  obliged 
them  to  fleer  to  the  ifland  of  Sombrebo,  ten  or 
twelve  leagues  to  die  northward  of  Nicobar. 

The  inhabitants  of  Sombrebo  are  well  fhaped, 
and  of  a  tawny  complexion  ;  they  paint  their 
faces  of  feveral  colours,  and  wear  no  cloaths  but 
a  covering  round  their  waifts.  The)'  were  fo  ti- 
morous, that  none  of  them  would  venture  on 
board  the  fhips,  nor  even  into  the  boats. 

On  the  twenty-ninth  of  May  they  left  Som- 
brebo, and  on  the  fixth  of  June  anchored  in  the 
Toad  of  Achen,  in  the  ifland  of  Sumatra,  about 


two  miles  from  the  city,  where  they  found  fix* 
teen  or  eighteen  fhips  of  different  nations ;  fome 
of  Bengola,  and  others  of  Calicut,  Guzerat,  Pe- 
gu, and  Catay^ 

Two  Holland  merchants,  who  had  been  left 
to  learn  the  language  of  the  country,  came  on 
board,  and  informed  them  that  they  would  be 
extremely  welcome  to  the  king,  who  was  very' 
defirous  of  entertaining  ftrangers,  and  that  the 
Queen  of  England  was  renowned  in  thofe  parts, 
for  the  great  victory  fhe  had  obtained  over  the 
Spanifh  Armada. 


C     H     A     P     T     E     R     H. 

The  admiral  lands  ;  goes  in  great  Jlate  to  court,  and  delivers  the  queen's  letter  to  the  king  of 
Achen,  "who  gives  him  a  favourable  reception  ;  the  Englijh  are  taken  under  the  protection 
of  the  king,  who  grants  all  their  demands  ;  the  admiral  difcovers  the  defigns  of  the  Por- 
tuguefe  ambaffador  againjl  him,  and  at  length  fails  from  Achen',  they  take  a  rich  Portu- 
guefe  prize,  and  return  to  Achen  ;  leave  that  port ;  touch  at  Priaman,  arrive  at  Ban- 
tam, and  meet  with  a  brisk  trade  there ;  Mr.  Lancajler  orders  the  Heclor  to  leave  him  % 
proceeds  to  St.  Helena,  and  arrives  in  the  Downs. 


ON  the  day  in  which  the  fhips  came  to  an 
anchor  in  the  road  of  Achen,  Mr.  Lan- 
cafter  lent  captain  Middieton,  with  four 
or  five  gentlemen  to  attend  him,  to  wait  on  the 
king,  and  inform  him  that  he  was  fent  from  the 
Admiral  of  thofe  fhips,  who  had  a  letter  and 
mefTage  from  the  moil  illuftrious  Queen  of  Eng- 
land, to  the  raoft  worthy  king  of  Achen  and  Suma- 
tra. He  was  likewife  to  ask  if  his  majefty  chofe 
to  give  the  admiral  audience,  with  a  fafe  conduct 
for  himfelf  and  his  people. 

The  king  received  captain  Middieton  very 
kindly,  chearfully  granted  his  requeft,  and  ask- 
ed him  many  queftions ;  after  which  he  caufed  a 
banquet  to  be  provided  for  him,  and  when  he  took 
his  leave,  gave  him  a  robe  and  a  callico  turban 
wrought  with  gold,  as  a  peculiar  mark  of  his 
favour.  The  king  lent  word  that  he  would  have 
the  admiral  remain  one  day  on  board,  to  reft 
after  the  fatigues  of  his  voyage,  and  land  on  the 
next  day  to  receive  an  audience  ;  and  that  he 
might  come  on  fhore  as  fafely  as  if  he  was  in 
the  kingdom  of  the  queen  his  miftrefs. 

On  the  appointed  day  the  admiral  landed,  with 
about  thirty  attendants  ;  and  as  foon  as  he  got 
on  fhore  was  met  by  the  Dutch  merchants ;  who, 
as  it  had  been  agreed,  conducted  him  to  their 
houfe  :  for  he  would  take  no  houfe  of  his  own, 
till  after  his  interview  with  the  king.  Soon  af- 
terwards, a  nobleman  coming,  faluted  the  ad- 
miral, and  declaring  that  he  came  from  his  ma- 
jefty, demanded  the  queen's  letter  ;  bur  the  ad- 
miral refuted  to  give  it  him  ;  faying,  it  was  the 
privilege  of  ambafladors  in  thole  parts  of  the 
world  from  whence  he  came,  to  deliver  their 
letters  to  the  princes  themfelves.  The  nobleman 
then  delired  to  fee  the  fuperfcription,  which  he 
copied  ;  and  after  looking  earneftly  at  the  feal, 
took  his  leave. 

Not  long  after  the  nobleman's  departure,  the 


I  king  fent  fix  large  elephants,  with  many  trum- 
pets, drums  and  ftreamers,  and  a  number  of  peo- 
ple, to  accompany  the  admiral  to  court.  The 
largeft  of  the  elephants  was  about  thirte  n  or 
fourteen  feet  high,  and  had  a  ftnall  caftle  ike  a 
coach  upon  his  back,  covered  with  crimfon  vel- 
vet, in  the  middle  of  which  was  a  great  gold 
bafon,  covered  with  a  piece  of  filk  richly  embroi- 
dered :  and  into  this  bafon  the  queen's  letter 
was  put. 

The  admiral  was  mounted  upon  another  of  the 
elephants  :  fome  of  his  attendants  alfo  rode,  and 
others  went  on  foot :  but  on  his  arrival  at  the 
gate  of  the  palace,  he  was  flopped  by  a  noble- 
man, till  he  went  in  to  know  the  king's  farther 
pleaiure ;  but  he  foon  returned,  and  defired  the 
admiral  to  enter. 

On  Mr.  Lancafter's  being  admitted  into  the 
king's  prefence,  he  paid  his  refpects  according 
to  the  cuftom  of  the  country  ;  and  declared  that 
he  was  fent  by  the  moft  mighty  queen  of  Eng- 
land to  congratulate  his  majefty,  and  enter  into 
a  treaty  of  peace  and  friendfhip  with  him.  As 
he  was  proceeding  with  his  difcourfe,  the  king 
interrupted  him,  faying,  "  I  am  fure  you  are 
"  weary  with  the  long  voyage  you  have  taken ; 
"  and  would  have  you  fit  down  to  refrefh  your- 
"  felf':  you  are  very  welcome,  and  fhall  have 
"  whatever  vou  can  in  reafen  demand,  for  your 
"  miftrefs's  fake ;  for  fhe  is  worthy  of  all  kind- 
"  nefs,  fince  fame  lpeaks  her  to  be  a  princefs  of 
"  noble  difpofition." 

Hereupon  the  admiral  delivered  the  queen's 
letter,  which  the  king  receiving,  gave  it  to  a  no-1 
bleman  in  waiting.  The  admiral  next  offered  the 
prefent,  which  confifted  of  a  iilver  bafon  with  a 
fountain  in  the  middle,  weighing  two  hundred 
and  five  ounces  ;  a  large  filver  cup,  a  rich  looking 
glafs,  a  head-piece  on  which  was  a  plume  of  fea- 
thers, a  cafe  of  very  handfottie  daggers,  a  rich 
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embroidered  belt,  and  a  fan  of  feathers.  Thefe 
things  were  all  received  by  a  nobleman,  but  the 
king  feeming  moft  pleafed  with  the  fan,  took  it 
into  his  own  hand,  and  caufed  one  of  his  women 
to  fan  him  with  it. 

The  admiral  then  feating  himfelf  crofs-legged 
on  the  ground,  agreeable  to  the  cuftom  of  the 
country,  a  very  fumptuous  repair,  was  iervc-d  up  : 
ibrne  of  the  difhes  being  pure  gold,  and  fome  of' 
another  metal  much  efteemed  at  Achen,  called 
Tambaick,  which  is  a  mixture  of  gold  andbrafs. 
During  this  banquet,  the  king,  as  he  fat  in  a 
gallery  railed  a  little  above  the  ground,  drank 
feveral  times  to  the  Admiral  in  arrack :  but  af- 
ter the  firft  draught,  the  admiral  perceiving  its 
ftrength,  drank  either  water  alone,  or  mixed 
with  the  arrack. 

The  feaft  being  at  an  end,  the  king  fent  for 
fome  girls  to  come  and  dance,  and  his  women 
to  play  on  mufical  inftruments  to  them :  thefe 
women  were  elegantly  drefled,  and  adorned  with 
bracelets  and  jewels.  This  was  looked  on  as  an 
extraordinary  favour,  as  they  were  feldom  feen 
by  any  perfons  but  fuch  as  the  king  would  great- 
ly honour. 

Afttr  this  the  king  preferred  the  admiral  with 
a  fine  robe  of  callico,  richly  embroidered  with 
gold,  a  very  haodfome  belt  of  Turkey  leather, 
and  two  croffes,  which  are  a  kind  of  daggers  ; 
all  which  were  put  on  him  by  a  nobleman  in  the 
king's  prefence.  In  this  manner  he  was  difmil- 
fed,  and  a  perfon  fent  with  him  to  chufe  fuch  a 
houfe  in  the  city  as  the  Admiral  mould  think 
moll;  convenient  ;  but  this  favour  he  declined, 
and  chofe  rather  to  return  on  board  his  fhip. 

The  next  time  Mr.  Lancafter  went  to  court  he 
had  a  long  conference  with  the  king  on  the  fub- 
jecft  of  the  queen's  letter,  with  which  his  majefty 
feemed  greatly  pleafed  :  profefled  his  defire  of 
entering  into  a  league  with  the  queen  of  England  ; 
faid  that  in  relpecb  to  demands  relating  to  trade, 
he  had  directed  two  noblemen  to  confer  with  the 
admiral  on  that  fubjec~t  ;  and  promifed  to  grant 
whatever  her  majefty  had  requefted. 

After  another  entertainment,  the  admiral  de- 
parted, with  this  agreeable  aafwer  to  the  letter  ; 
and  on  the  next  day  fent  to  the  noblemen  w  horn 
the  king  had  mentioned,  to  know  the  time  they 
would  chufe  for  the  conference :  one  of  thefe 
was  the  chief  prieft  of  Achen,  a  man  highly  de- 
ferving  'he  efteem  in  which  he  was  held  both  by 
the  king  and  the  people  :  for  he  was  remarkable 
both  for  his  wifdem  and  temperance  :  the  other 
was  one  of  the  ancient  nobility,  a  man  of  great 
gravity,  but  not  fo  lit  for  tranlacting  bufmefs 
as  the  prieft. 

At  the  appointed  time  the  parties  met,  when 
the  conference  was  held  in  Arabic,  which  I 
nobleman  and  prieft  underftood  ;  and  on  this 
occnf.cn,  a  Jew,  whom  the  admiral  had  brought 
from  England,  and  who  fpoke  that  language 
perfectly,  ferved  as  interpreter.  Several  de- 
mands being  made  relating  to  the  privileges  of 
the  merchants,  the  prieft  aiked  him  what  reafons 
he  had  to  offer,  to  induce  the  king  to  grant  them  ? 
Upon  which  the  admiral  alledged  the  Queen's 
affection  and  friendfhip;  her  worfhinefs  in  pro- 
tecting  others  againft  the  king  of  Spain,    the 


common  enemy  in  thofe  parts :  he  faid  that  fo* 
vereigns  grew  renowned  and  formidable,  in  pro* 
portion  to  the  wealth  of  their  fubjetts,  which  was 
augmented  by  commerce :  that  the  more  kindly 
ftrangers  were  entertained,  the  more  rrade  ilou- 
tithed  ;  and  the  prince  conlequently  became  rich- 
er :  that  with  regard  to  Achen  in  particular,  the 
port  lay  well  for  the  trade  of  Bengala,  Java,  the 
Mulucas  and  China  ;  which  countries,  having  a 
vent  for  their  merchandize,  would  not  fail  of 
bringing  them  thither  :  that  as  by  this  means 
the  king's  power  would  increafe,  the  trade  of  the 
Portuguefe,  and  their  great  ftrength  in  the  In- 
dies would  gradually  diminifli  :  that  if  his  ma- 
jefty mould  want  any  artificers,  he  might  have 
them  from  England ;  only  fatisfying  them  for  their 
voyage,  and  allowing  them  free  liberty  to  return 
when  they  thought  fit:  that  any  other  qeceffary 
which  his  country  afforded,  mould  be  at  the 
king's  fervice  :  prefuming  that  his  majefty  would 
not  demand  any  thing,  to  which  the  queen  could 
not  with  pleafiire  confent,  or  that  ihould  be 
contrary  either  to  her  honour,  her  leagues  v.  itb 
chriftian  princes,  or  the  laws  of  her  country. 

The  high-prieft  then  defired  the  admiral  tor 
give  him  a  memorandum  in  wrj  rea- 

fons, and  the  privileges  he  den  and  d  in  the 
queen's  name  ;  promifing  that  he  fhould  have 
his  majefty's  anfwer  in  a  few  days.  After  this 
they  had  fome  difcourfe  refpecting  the  affairs  of 
Chriftendom,  and  then  the  eonfeience  ended. 

The  admiral  having  taken  care  to  fend  a  copy 
of  his  demands  to  thefe  commiffiaries,  went  foon 
afterwards  to  court;  and  finding  the  king  en- 
gaged at  a  cock-fighting,  which  was  one  of  his 
principal  diversions,  he  fent  his  interpreter,  to 
beg  that  his  majefty  would  be  mind.ul  of  the 
bufmefs,  about  which  he  had  conferred  with  the 
nobles.  Hereupon,  the  king  caiiing  the  admi- 
ral, told  him  that  he  would  willingly  enter  into 
a  peace  with  her  majefty,  and  that  as  for  the 
articles  he  had  fee  down  in  writing,  they  Ihould 
all  be  drawn  up  fair  by  one  of  his  fecretaries,  and 
authorized  by  himfelf ;  and  accordingly,  within 
a  few  days,  the  kir  them  to 

the  admiral,  with  many  expreflions  of  friend- 
fhip. 

The'fubftance  of  thde  .articles  were  "  Firft, 
"  that  the  Englifh  IhouicV-ljave  free  liberty  and 
"  trade.  Secondly,  that  their  goods,  whether 
"  imported  or  exported,'. ihould  be  cuftom  free; 
"  and  that  they  Ihould' be  ailifted  with  the 
"  veflels  of  Achen  to  lave  their  fhips,  commo- 
"  dities,  and  men  from  being  wrecked,  in  cafe 
"  of  danger.  Thirdly,  that  they  mould  have 
'•  liberty  to  make  wills,  and  bequeath  their  ef» 
"  feels  to  whom  they  pleafed.  Fourthly,  that 
"  all  bargains  fhould  be  confirmed,  and  orders 
"  granted  for  payment,  by  the  fubjetts  of  Achen. 
"  Fifthly,  that  they  fhould  have  authority  to 
"  execute  juftice  on  their  own  men.  Sixthly, 
"  that  they  Ihould  have  juftice  againft  the  natives 
"  for  injuries  done  them.  Seventhly,  that  their 
"  goods  Ihould  not  be  flopped,  nor  prices  fet  ore 
"  them  :  and  eight!}-,  that  they  Ihould  be  allow* 
"  ed  liberty  of  confidence." 

This  league  of  peace  iendiHp  being  fet- 

tled, the  merchants  attemj  ted  to  provide  peppe'r 
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for  lading  the  fhips ;  but  foun  d,  that  on  account 
of  the  lait  year's  barrennefs,  there  was  little  to 
be  had  :  but  the  admiral  being  informed  that  at 
a  port  called  Priaman,  about  one  hundred  and 
fifty  leagues  from  thence,  they  might  lade  one  of 
their  fmall  fhips,  he  fent  the  Sufan  thither,  and 
appointed  Mr.  Henry  Middleton  captain  and 
chief  merchant  of  that  veflel. 

The  admiral  was  greatly  concerned  that  cap- 
tain John  Davis,  the  principal  pilot,  had,  before 
their  leaving  London,  told  the  merchants  that 
pepper  was  to  be  had  there  for  four  rials  of  eight 
the  hundred  weight  ;  whereas  it  cod  them  al- 
moft  twenty :  and  on  this  account  he  was  per- 
plexed how  to  lade  the  (hips,  fo  as  to  preferve 
the  eftcem  of  the  company  by  which  he  was  em- 
ployed, keep  up  the  reputation  of  his  country, 
and  fave  his  own  credit. 

He  thought  it  would  appear  very  difgraceful 
in  the  eyes  of  the  neighbouring  nations,  if  they 
fhould  return  empty  from  the  Indies  ;  befides, 
the  Portuguefe  ambafiador  watched  every  ftep 
they  took,  though  he  was  noways  acceptable  to 
the  king  :  for  having,  the  laft  time  of  his  be- 
ing at  court,  afked  leave  to  fettle  a  factory,  and 
build  a  fort  at  the  entrance  of  the  harbour,  un- 
der pretence  of  fecuring  the  merchants  goods 
f^om  fire  ;  the  king  afked  him  if  his  matter  had 
a  daughter  to  give  his  fon,  that  he  was  fo  care- 
ful of  the  preservation  of  his  country  j  and  ad- 
ded, that  he  need  not  be  at  the  charge  of  build- 
ing a  fort,  fince  he  had  a  proper  houfe  within 
land,  about  two  leagues  from  the  city,  which 
he  would  fpare  him  for  the  ufe  of  his  factory  •, 
where  they  might  dwell  without  fear,  either  of 
tnemies  or  fire,  for  he  would  protect  them.     The 
king  was  highly  dilpleafed  at  the   infolence  of 
the  demand,  and  the  ambafiador  departed  from 
court  with  evident  marks  of  difiatisfaction. 

A  little  time  after,  an  Indian  came  to  the  ad- 
miral's houfe  to  fell  poultry  ;  and  as  this  Indian 
belonged  to  a  Portuguefe  captain,  who  came 
with  a  cargo  of  rice  from  the  port  of  Bengala, 
and  lodged  in  the  ambaffador's  houfe,  the  ad- 
miral fufpected  that  he  was  only  fent  as  a  fpy : 
however  he  gave  orders  that  he  fhould  be  well 
ufed,  and  that  they  fhould  always  buy  his  fowls, 
at  a  handfome  price. 

At  length  the  admiral  took  occafiOn  to  talk 
•with  him,  afking  whence  he  came,  and  to  what 
country  he  belonged  j  adding,  that  fuch  an  a- 
greeable  young  man  deferved  a  better  employ- 
ment than  buying  and  felling  fowls.  "  Sir," 
anfwered  the  Indian,  "  I  ferve  this  Portuguefe 
"  captain  ;  but  though  I  was  free-born,  I  am 
"  neither  bound  nor  free  :  for  I  have  been  with 
"  him  fo  long,  that  now  he  partly  confiders  me 
M  as  his  own  ;  and  thofe  of  his  nation  are  fo 
"  powerful,  that  we  cannot  contend  with 
"  them. 

"  Then,"  faid  the  admiral,  "  if  you  have  any 
"  value  for  your  liberty,  which  you  well  de- 
"  ferve,  what  would  you  do  for  him  who  fhould 
*'  give  it  you,  and  fave  you  the  trouble  of  plead- 
"  ingfor  it  ?  —Sir,"  replied  the  Indian,  "  free- 
"  dom  is  as  precious  as  life,  and  that  I  would 
"  freely  venture  for  him  who  fhould  do  me  the 
•«  favour  :  put  me  therefore  upon  any  fervice, 
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"  and  I  will  foon  make  good  my  words.—— 

"  Well,"  faid  the  admiral,  "  you  urge  me  to 
"  prove  whether  you  mean  fincerely  or  not ;  I 
"  afk  you  then,  what  the  ambafiador  fays  of 
"  me,  and  my  fhips,  and  what  are  his  defigns  ? 
"  Sir,"  faid  the  Indian,  "  he  has  a  fpy  on  board 
"  all  your  fhips,  a  Chinefe,  who  continually 
"  keeps  company  with  your  people,  fo  that  he 
"  has  a  draught  not  only  of  your  fhips,  but 
"  Of  every  piece  of  ordnance  belonging  to 
"  each  ;  how  they  are  placed,  and  what  num- 
u  ber  of  hands  there  are  on  board.  He  finds 
"  your  fhips  ftrohg,  but  your  men  fick  and 
"  weak,  and  that,  with  a  fmall  force,  they 
"  might  be  taken  by  furprize  :  he  therefore 
"  defigns  in  a  few  days,  to  fend  his  draughts  to 
"  Malacca,  in  order  to  obtain  a  force  fufficient 
tk  to  attempt  them."  ,     .  . 

The  admiral  laughed  heartily  at  this  intelli- 
gence, and  faid,  "*  The  ambafiador  is  not  fuch 
"  a  fool  as  you  reprefent  him,  for  he  knows  ve- 
"  ry  well  that  I  care  but  little  for  all  the  forces 
"  he  can  mufter  in  thefe  parts.  But  go,  be  here 
"  once  or  twice  a  day,  and  tell  me  whether  the 
"  ambafiador  proceeds  in  his  defign,  and  when 
"  the  mefiengers  are  to  depart  with  thefe 
"  draughts ;  and  though  it  will  be  but  of  little 
"  fervice  to  me  to  know  it,  I  will  give  you  your 
"  liberty." 

The  poor  Indian  departed  highly  pleafed,  as 
was  vifible  by  his  countenance,  and  the  quick- 
nefs  of  his  pace  ;  and  by  this  means  the  admiral 
had  intelligence  of  what  the  ambafiador  did  every 
day,  either  the  fame  night  or  the  next  morning  : 
and  the  Indian  afted  with  fo  much  caution,  that 
neither  the  Englifh,  nor  the  Ambaffador's  fa- 
mily, had  the  leaft  fufpicion  of  his  real  bufi- 
riefs. 

The  admiral  was  fent  for  to  court  the  next  day 
after  his  firft  conference  with  the  Indian,  when 
the  king  difcourfed  with  him  about  an  embaffy 
fent  him  by  the  king  of  Siam,  relating  to  the 
conqueft  of  Malacca,  and  the  forces  he  would 
aflifthim  with  byfea,  if  he  undertook  that  fer- 
vice. 

The  admiral  feconded  this  propofal  with  many 
reafons  ;  and  took  occafion  to  mention  how  ia- 
folently  the  Portuguefe  ambafiador  behaved  ; 
and  that  he  only  came  as  a  fpy  to  difcover  the 
ftrength  of  the  kingdom.  The  king  faid,  he 
knew  the  Portuguefe  to  be  his  enemies,  but  won- 
dered how  the  admiral  came  to  know  it  •,  who 
anfwered,  that  the  ambafiador  had  placed  fpies 
about  him  to  obferve  all  his  actions,  and  pry  in- 
to his  defigns  ;  and  had  actually  got  a  draught 
of  his  fhips,  in  order  to  fend  it  to  Malacca,  and 
procure  a  force  from  thence  to  attack  them  by 
furprize. 

The  king  fmiled  at  this,  and  faid  that  he  need 
not  be  under  any  apprehenfion  of  danger  from 
that  quarter,  as  all  the  ftrength  they  were  able 
to  mufter  at  Malacca  would  not  be  able  to  hurt 
him.  To  which  the  admiral  anfwered,  that  he 
did  not  fear  any  attempts  they  could  make  a- 
gainft  him  ;  but  that  the  intelligence  the  ambaf- 
fador  propofed  to  fend,  would  make  them  keep 
within  their  ports,  and  prevent  his  being  able  to 
come  at  them  j  and  therefore  he   begged   the 
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king  to  detain  two  of  the  ambaffadors  fervants, 
who,  within  three  days,  were  to  fet  out  for  ano- 
ther port,  in  order  to  avoid  being  intercepted, 
and  were  there  to  hire  a  bark  in  order  to  fail  to 
Malacca  wkh  the  ambalfador's  intelligence.  This 
the  k.ng  promifed,  and  the  admiral  then  took  his 
leave. 

Accordingly  the  arnbaffador's  fervants  fet  out 
with  the  draughts,  and  their  matter's  letters  to  a 
port  about  twenty-five  leagues  from  Achen, 
where  they  embarked  •,  but  as  they  were  going- 
over  the  bar,  they  were  followed  by  a  frigate, 
and  obliged  to  lower  their  fails,  that  the  officer 
might  fee  their  lading. 

As  foon  as  he  came  on  board  he  obierved  the 
two  Portuguefe,  and  enquired  whence  they  came, 
and  whither  they  were  going?  In  anfwer  to  which 
they  faid  that  they  came  from  Achen,  and  be- 
longed to  the  Portuguese  ambaffador  ;  but  the 
oificer  told  them  that  they  had  robbed  their  mafi- 
ter,  to  whom  he  would  fend  them  back  to  an- 
fwer for  themfelves. 

In  the  confufion  arifing  upon  this  occafion, 
they  loft  their  letters  and  draughts  •,  their  trunks 
were  likewife  broke  open,  and  themfelves  lent 
bound  to  Achen,  to  be  delivered  to  the  ambaffa- 
dor in  cafe  they  belonged  to  him. 

In  the  mean  time  the  admiral  had  intelligence 
of  all  that  had  paffed,  from  the  Indian,  who, 
with  his  mailer's  conient,  came  daily  to  fell  his 
fowls. 

By  this  time  the  fummer  was  pretty  well  over, 
and  it  being  now  September,  it  was  time  for  the 
Admiral  to  put  to  fea  :  but  at  this  very  time  he 
heard  that  the  ambaffador  had  obtained  his  dif- 
patch  from   the  king  to  be   gone  :  whereupon 
■  he  went  to  court,  and  feat  in  his  interpreter,  to 
requeft  the  honour  of  an  audience  ;  which  the 
king  granting,  afked  what  was  his  bufinefs  ?  to 
which  the  admiral  replied,  that  his  majefty  hav- 
ing already  done  him  many  favours,  he  was  em- 
boldened to  afk  one  more.     The  king  demanded 
what  it  was,  and  whether  there  were  more  Por- 
tuguefe going  to  Malacca,  to  hinder  his  meafures  ? 
the  Admiral  replied  that   there  were,  and  that 
the  ambaffador,having  obtained  his  majefties  dif 
patch,was  refolved  to  depart  within  five  days;  and 
that  he  only  begged  of  his  majefty  to  detain  him 
ten.     The  king  replied  that  he  would,  provided 
the  admiral  would  bring  him  a  Portuguefe  maid- 
en when  he  returned. 

The  admiral,  having  received  this  anfwer, 
took  his  leave,  and  three  fhips  being  ready,  the 
captain  of  a  Dutch  veffel,  which  was  in  the  road, 
defired  to  bear  the  admiral  company,  and  take 
a  ihare  in  the  adventure.  This  was  complied 
with  ;  and  as  his  fhip  was  about  two  hundred 
tons,  it  was  agreed  that  he  fhould  have  an  eiohth 
part  of  what  might  be  taken :  and  in  the  mean 
time  the  AScenfion,  having  above  three  parts  of 
her  lading  on  board,  was  to  ftay  behind  to  com- 
pleat  it. 

When  Mr.  Lancafter  had  failed,  the  Portu- 
guese ambaffador  appeared  very  eager  to  be  gone; 
but  the  king  delayed  figning  his  paffport  for 
twenty-four  days  after  the  admiral's  putting;  to 
fea,  and  then  Seemed  to  wonder  that  he  fhould 
be  in  fuch  hafte,  fince  the  Englifh  commander 


was  at  fea  •,  obferving,  that  as  his  force  was  Su- 
perior to  that  of  the  ambaffador,  difagreeable 
ccniequences  might  arife  from  his  meeting  with 
him.  But  the  ambaffador  replying,  that  he  de- 
pended on  the  fwiftnefs  of  his  trigate,  and  that 
he  defied  all  the  force  of  the  Englifh,  the  king 
appeared  reconciled  to  his  departure,  and  gave 
him  his  difpatch. 

As  they  were  cruifing  near  the  ftreights  of 
Malacca  on  the  third  or  October,  the  Hector 
difcovered  a  fail  ;  whereupon  directions  were 
given  to  Spread  themfelves  out  a  mile  and  a  half, 
that  She  might  not  paSs  by  them  in  the  dark.  At 
length  the  fhip  fell  in  with  the  Hector,  and  was 
taken  after  a  Short  engagement. 

This  fhip  came  from  St.  Thomas  in  the  bay 
of  Bengal,  and  was  bound  for  Malacca;  She  had 
on  board  above  fix  hundred  jerfons,  men,  wo- 
men and  children,  and  was  of  nine  hundred  tens 
burden.  Her  caigo  which  ccnfiS'ed  of  nine  hun- 
dred and  fifty  packs  of  calicoes  and  pintadoes, 
and  a  great  quantity  of  rice  and  other  gocds,was 
entirely  unladen  in  five  or  fix  cays  ;  alter  which 
a  Storm  ariiirg,  they  returned  the  fhip  to  her 
commander,  lent  all  her  men  on  board,  and 
then  left  her  riding  at  anchor. 

They  again  caft  anchor  in  the  port  of  Achen 
on  the  twenty-fourth  of  October,  when  the  ad- 
miral went  on  fhore,  and  found  all  the  merch- 
ants extremely  well  pleaicd  with  the  civility  cf 
the  king,  during  his  ubftnee  :  whereupon  the 
admiral,  in  token  of  his  gratitude,  chefe  fuch 
of  the  prize  goods  as  he  thought  would  he  meft 
agreeable  to  the  king,  and  pielented  them  at  his 
going  to  court.  His  ma)eiiy  accepted  the  pre- 
sent, welcomed  the  admiral,  and  Seemed  to  be 
pleaSed  with  the  advantage  he  had  obtained  over 
the  PortugueSe  ;  but  told  him  with  an  air  of 
pleafantry,  that  he  had  forgot  the  melt  impor- 
tant bufinefs  he  had  requcftett  of  him,  which  was 
the  fair  PortugueSe  maiden.  But  the  admiral 
replied  that  he  met  with  none  who  defcrved  the, 
honour  of  that  appellation. 

Soon  after  this,  the  admiral  directed  the 
merchants  to  put  on  board  the  Afcenfion  all  the 
Spices  they  had  bought  in  his  ablence,  which 
were  Scarcely  Sufficient  to  ccmpleat  her  lading  •, 
and  there  was  no  more  to  be  expected  till  the 
next  year  ;  he  therefore  refolved  to  fail  to  Ban- 
tam, where  he  was  informed  that  he  might  meer 
with  a  good  Sale  for  his  commodities,  and  pepper 
much  cheaper  than  at  Achen. 

Before  his  departure   the  admiral  went   to 
court,  where  he  had  a  long  conference  with  the 
king,  who  gave   him  a  letter  for  queen  Eliza- 
beth, written  in  Arabic,  and  a  ring  {et  with  a 
very  fine  ruby,  and  three  rich  pieces  of  cloth  of 
gold  as  a  prefent  to  her  majefty.     He  likewile 
prefented  the  admiral  with  a  rubv  ring  for  him- 
felf  ;  and  when  he  was   about  to  take  his  leave, 
he  afked  him,  if  the  Englifh  had  the  Pfalms   of 
David  amongft  them  ?  To  which  he  anfwered 
that  they  had,  and  Sung  them  daily.     "  Then," 
Said  the  king,  "  I   and   the  nobles   will  ling   a 
"  PSalm  to   God   for  your  prosperity  •"  which 
being  finifhed,  the  king  afked  the  admiral  and 
his  attendants  to  fing  another  Pfalm,  though  it 
were  in  their  own  language  ;  and  they  inftantly 
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complied  with  his  requeft.  This  being  dene, 
the  admiral  took  his  leave  ;  and  the  king,  at 
parting,  laid,  kt  I  hope  God  will  bleis  you  all 
"  your  voyage,  and  conducl  you  fare  to  your 
"  own  country  ;  and  if  hereafter  your  fhips  re- 
*•'  turn  to  this  port,  you  fhail  find  the  fame  good 
"  ufage  ycu  have  hitherto  experienced." 

They  left  Achcn  on  ihe  ninth  of  November, 
and  after  keeping  company  ten  days,  Mr.  Lan- 
Cailer  lent  his  letters  to  England  by  the  Afcen- 
fion,  which  fteered  towards  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  while  they  failed  for  Bantam,  in  fearch 
of  the  Sufan,  which  had  orders  to  take  in  a  car- 
go at  Priaman. 

Continuing  their  courfe,  they  patted  the  line 
for  the  third  time,  and  on  the  twenty-fixth  of 
November  reached  Priaman,  where  the  Sufan 
had  purchafed  about  fix  hundred  bahars  of  pep- 
per, and  fixty-fix  of  cloves.  The  pepper  here 
was  cheaper  than  at  Achen,  though  none  grows 
near  the  port ;  it  being  brought  from  a  place 
called  Manangacabo,  at  the  diltance  of  eight  or 
ten  leagues. 

The  only  commodity  produced  at  Priaman  is 
o-old  duft,  which  is  walked  out  of  the  lands  of 
the  rivers  that  fail  from  the  mountains.  It  is  a 
good  place  for  refrefhment  ;  for  though  it  lies 
within  fifteen  minutes  of  the  line,  the  air  is  ex- 
tremely pleafant  arid  healthful. 

The  admiral  having  taken  in  a  flock  of  provifi- 
orrs,  and  gave  orders  to  the  captain  of  the  Sufan 
to  compleat  her  lading  of  pepper  with  all  expe- 
dition, and  then  depart  for  England,  failed  to- 
wards Bantam  on  the  fourth  of  December,  and 
on  the  fifteenth  entered  the  ftreights  of  Sunda, 
where  he  came  to  an  anchor  under  an  ifland  cal- 
led Pulo  Panfa,  and  the  next  morning  made  the 
road  cf  Bantam. 

The  admiral  fent  captain  Middleton  on  the 
ieventeenth,  to  inform  the  king  that  he  was 
come  by  order  of  the  queen  of  England,  and 
had  both  a  letter  and  a  meffage  from  her  •,  and 
therefore  he  defired  his  majefty's  fafe  conduct, 
that  he  might  land  and  deliver  it. 

The  king  made  anfwer,  that  he  was  highly 
plcafed  with  his  coming,  and  fent  a  nobleman 
with  the  captain  to  welcome  the  admiral,  and 
accompany  him  to  court  on  his  landing. 

When  the  admiral  came  to  court,  he  found 
the  king,  who  was  a  child  between  ten  and  ele- 
ven years  old,  fitting  with  fixteen  or  eighteen 
noblemen  about  him.  On  Mr.  Lancaster's  pay- 
ing his  refpects,  the  king  received  him  with  po- 
litenefs  ;  and  after  fome  converfation,  he  deli- 
vered the  queen's  letter  into  his  majefty's  hand, 
with  a  prefent  of  plate  and  other  things,  which 
the  king  received  with  apparent  pleafure,  and 
referred  the  admiral  to  one  of  the  noblemen,who 
at  that  time  was  protector. 

After  converfing  above  an  hour  on  different 
fubjects,  that  nobleman  invited  the  admiral  to 
land  his  men,  alluring  him,  that  they  might  buy 
and  fell  without  moleftation,  and  with  as  much 
fafety  as  if  they  were  in  their  own  country. 

He  was  then  permitted  to  choofe  a  houfe,  and 
in  two  days  time  the  merchants  brought  goods 
on  fhore,  and  begari  to  fell ;  but  one  of  the  no- 
blemen came  and  informed  the  admiral  that  the 


king  muft  be  allowed  to  furnifli  himfelf  before 
his  fubjects,  to  which  Mr.  Lancafter  affented  ; 
and  the  king  being  fupplicd,  the  merchants  went 
forwards  with  their  laics,  in  which  fuch  difpatch 
was  made,  that  in  five  weeks  time,  they  fold 
more  goods  than  was  fufficient  to  pay  for  the 
lading  of  both  the  fhips,  and  brought  from 
thence  two  hundred  and  feventy-lix  bags  of 
pepper,  each  of  which  contained  fixty  -  twd 
pounds. 

They  fent  their  pepper  on  board  as  faft  as  they 
bought  it;  fo  that  by  the  tenth  of  February  1603, 
their  fhips  were  compleatly  laden,  and  ready  to  de- 
part. In  the  mean  time  captain  Middleton  of 
the  Hector  falling  fick  on  board,  the  admiral 
went  to  pay  him  a  vifit,  and  though  he  found 
him  able  to  walk  about,  he  died  early  the  next 


morning. 


The  admiral  nowordered  thepinnace,which  held 
about  forty  tons,  to  be  laden  with  commodities  ; 
and  fent  twelve  failors  and  fome  merchants  ill 
her,  to  trade,  and  fettle  a  factory  at  the  Moluc- 
cas, againft  the  arrival  of  the  next  fhips  from 
England.  He  likewife  left  eight  men  and  three 
factors  at  Bantam  ;  appointing  Mr.  Storkey, 
the  principal  perfon  among  them,  to  fell  fuch 
goods  as  he  left  behind,  and  to  provide  lading 
for  the  fhips  againft  the  next  return. 

Thefe  matters  being  fettled,  the  admiral  went 
to  court  to  take  leave  of  the  king,  from  whom 
he  received  a  letter  for  queen  Elizabeth,  and  a 
prefent  to  her  majefty,  conlifting  of  bezoar  ftones; 
likewife  a  prefent  for  himfelf,  together  with  a 
Java  dagger. 

They  fet  fail  for  England  on  the  twentieth  of 
February  ;  and  after  fuffering  confiderably  by 
feveral  ftorms,  the  fea,  on  the  third  of  May, 
beat  with  fuch  violence  on  the  Dragon's  quarter, 
that  it  fhook  the  iron-work  of  the  rudder  with 
fuch  force,  that  it  broke  quite  off  from  the  ftern 
and  funk  the  next  morning. 

This  accident  occafioned  the  utmoft  terror  and 
apprehenfion  on  board,  the  moft  experienced 
mariners  being  wholly  at  a  lofs  how  to  proceed  ; 
for  in  this  tempeftuous  fea,  the  fhip  drove  up  and 
down  like  a  wreck,  wherever  the  wind  carried 
her  ;  fo  that  fhe  was  fometimes  within  three  or 
four  leagues  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and 
was  then  driven  by  a  contrary  wind,  to  almoft 
forty  degrees  fouth,  into  the  hail  and  fnow,  where 
the  cold  was  fo  feVere  as  to  render  their  diftreik 
ftill  greater. 

All  this  while^  however,  the  Hector  induftri- 
oufly  kept  her  company  ;  but  after  trying  feveral 
experiments,  they  found  that  unlefs  they  could 
make  a  new  rudder,  and  hang  it,  they  muft  pe- 
rifh  in  thofe  feas  :  this  they  were  at  a  lofs  how 
to  perform  in  fo  dangerous  a  part  of  the  ocean  j 
but  neceflity  obliging  them  to  try  every  pofTible 
means  for  their  relief,  the  Admiral  ordered  the 
carpenter  to  make  one  out  of  the  mizen-maft  i 
and  though  they  had  loft  moft  ofthe  irons  v/hich 
fattened  it^  they  proceeded  with  the  work  ;  and 
one  of  the  men  dived  down  the  fide  of  the  fhip 
to  fearch  what  irons  were  left  behind,  when  he 
found  only  two  whole  and  one  broken. 

As  foon  as  the  rudder  was  finifhed  they  took 
the  advantage  of  the  firft  fair  day  to  fallen  it  on, 
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and  fleered  for  England,  but  within  four  hours 
the  fea  took  it  off  again,  and  they  had  a  very 
difficult  talk  to  fave  it,  with  the  lofs  of  another 
of  their  irons  •,  fo  that  having  now  only  two  to 
hang  it  by,  the  men  defpaired  of  fucceeding,  and 
defired  to  quit  the  fhip  and  go  home  in  the  Hec- 
tor :  but  this  was  fteadily  oppofed  by  the  admi- 
ral, who  going  into  his  cabin,  wrote  a  letter  to 
England,  to  be  carried  by  the  Hector,  which 
he  ordered  to  depart,  and  leave  him  there,  with- 
out letting  one  of  the  company  know  of  it. 

The  admiral  having  delivered  this  letter,  ex- 
pected the  Hector  would  have  left  him  in  the 
mght  :  but  he  found  her  within  fight  in  the 
morning,  and  fhe  ftill  kept  two  or  three  leagues 
from  him  -.  for  the  mafter,  who  was  an  honeft 
worthy  man,  had  a  great  regard  for  the  ad- 
miral, and  was  unwilling  to  leave  him  in  his 
diitrefs. 

However  the  people  on  board  began  again  to 
exert  themfelves  :  the  carpenter  mended  the  rud- 
der, and  wichin  two  or  three  days,  the  weather 
beginning  to  be  tolerably  fair,  and  the  fea  fmooth, 
they  made  a  fignal  to  the  Hector,  which  came 
up  ;  and  the  mailer  bringing  with  him  the  belt 
fwimmers  he  had  in  his  Ihip,  they  again  hung 
the  rudder  lb  firmly,  that  they  were  in  hopes  of 


being  able  to  make  fome  port. 

Having  no  doubt  but  that  they  had  doubled 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  by  the  height  that 
they  were  in  to  the  northward,  they  failed  im- 
mediately for  the  ifiand  of  St.  Helena,  which  to 
their  great  fatisfaction  they  reached  on  the  fix- 
teenth  of  June,  and  caft  anchor  in  twelve  fa- 
thoms water,  oppofite  a  fmall  chapel  which  the 
Portuguefe  had  built  there  long  before. 

When  they  landed  they  found  many  writings, 
by  which  they  learnt  that  the  carracks  had  failed 
for  Portugal  but  eight  days  before  their  arrival. 
They  found  plenty  of  wild  goats  on  the  ifiand, 
but  they  were  very  difficuk  to  be  caught ;  where- 
upon the  admiral  directed  four  of  the  beft  markf- 
men  to  go  into  the  middle  of  the  ifiand,  with 
four  men  to  attend  on  each,  to  carry  the  goats 
that  were  killed  to  the  rendezvous,  and  every 
day  twenty  men  went  to  fetch  them  to  the  fhips, 
by  which  means  they  were  foon  fupplied. 

During  their  ftay  here,  they  repaired  their 
fhips  •,  and  all  the  fick  being  recovered  by  the 
refrefhments  they  met  with  on  fhore,  they,  on 
the  fifth  of  July,  fet  fail  for  England,  fleering 
north-wefl,  and  compleated  their  voyage  by  ar- 
riving fafe  in  the  Downs  on  die  eleventh  of  Sep- 
tember 1603. 
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CAPE     DE     VERDE     ISLANDS. 


CHAPTER     I. 

Mr.  Roberts  fails  from  London  to  Virginia,  and  from  thence  to  the  Cape  de  Verde  IJlands, 
where  he  is  taken  by  Pirates,  and  afterwards  put  on  board  his  ownfloop  without  water  or 
frovifions  ;  he  is  fiipwrecked  on  the  IJland  of  St.  John,  where  he  remains  near  two  years, 
and  then  builds  a  veff'eL 


WJ  E  infert  this  voyage  for  the  fake  of  giving  a  more  accurate  account  of  the  Cape  de 
*  f  Verde  Iflands,  than  is  to  be  met  with  in  the  voyages  of  thofe  who  have  only  touched 
at  them,  to  take  in  wood  and  water.  By  giving  this,  and  the  following  account  of  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  we  fhall  avoid  numerous  repititions,  which  would  only  ferve  to 
fwell  our  volume,  and  many  erroneous  accounts  which  would  render  it  inaccurate. 


M 


R.  ROBERTS,  in  the  year  1721, 
agreed  with  feveral  merchants  of  Lon- 
don  to  fail  to  Virginia,  and  there  to 


take  the  command  of  a  floop,  which  he  was  to 
load  with  a  cargo  for  the  coaft  of  Guinea  •,  and 
having  fold  his  cargo,  he  was  to  purchafe  flaves, 

which 
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which  he  was  to  cany  either  to  Virginia. or  Bar- 
badoes,  as  he  thought  moft  for  the  intereft  of 
his  employers :  and  when  he  had  fold  the  Haves, 
he  was  to  take  in  a  freight  for  London. 

Accordingly  he  let  fail,  and  when  he  arrived 
at  Virginia  purchafed  a  (loop  and  a  proper  cargo, 
with  which  he  fleered  to  the  Cape  de  Verde 
iflands  ,  but  he  was  foon  involved  in  the  utmoft 
diftrefs  ;*  for  near  St.  Nicholas,  one  of  thofe 
iflands,  he  was  taken  by  pirates,  who  had  three 
fhips. 

He  was  treated  with  great  civility  by  one  of 
the  commanders,  and  great  offers  were  made  to 
induce  him  to  join  them  •,  which  he  fteadily  re- 
futed. 

At  length  they  confented  to  his  going  on  board 
his  own  fhip,  and  a  propofal  was  even  made  to 
allow  him  fome  fpare  goods  and  neceflaries  •,  but 
on  his  refufing  to  drink  the  pretender's  health, 
one  of  the  commanders,  who  before  oppofed 
every  thing  in  his  favour,  attempted  to  fhoot 
him  through  the  head  •,  and  was  afterwards  in- 
human enough  to  put  him  on  board  his  own  vef- 
fel  at  midnight,  without  water,  provifions,  fails, 
or  any  hands  except  his  two  boys,  one  of  whom 
was  but  about  eight  years  old  :  and  his  condi- 
tion was  rendered  ftill  more  deplorable  by  his 
veffel  having  leaked  a  great  deal  of  water,  and 
his  not  having  a  bit  of  candle  on  board. 

After  Mr.  Roberts  was  on  board,  he  in  the 
firft  place,  with  great  labour  and  fatigue,  by  the 
affiftance  of  his  biggeft  boy,  pumped  his   floop 
dry  ;  and  as  foon  as  it  was  day-light,  he  rum- 
maged to  find  if  the  barbarous  wretches  had  left 
him  any  thing  to  fupport  life  :  but  found  only 
a  little  tobacco,  a  few  crumbs  in  the  bread-lock- 
ers, a  remnant  of  flour  at  the  bottom  of  a  cafk, 
a  fmall  quantity  of  rice,  ten  gallons  of  rum,  and 
about  two  quarts  of  water,  which  he  carefully 
drained  out  of  all  the  cafks.     He  had  likewife 
the  fatisfaclion  of  finding  fome   old   fail-cloth, 
with  which,  in  three  days  time,  he  patched  up 
a  kind  of  fail,  during  which  time  he  fed  on  raw 
flour  and  rice,  drinking  nothing  but  rum  :  but 
the  heat  of  the  climate,    and  the   fatigues   to 
which  he  and   his  boys  were  expofed,  rendering 
other  food  neceffary,  he  made  cakes  of  dough, 
which  confumed  all  his  water. 

They  now  experienced  the  extremes  of  parch- 
ing thirft,  which  the  rum  would  not  affuage, 
and  expected  to  perifh  for  want  of  water,  when 
they  were  moft  feafonably  relieved  by  a  fhower 
of  rain,  of  which  they  faved  about  a  gallon,  ex- 
clufive  of  what  they  drank  while  the  precious 
drops  were  falling. 

They  now  made  a  kind  of  pap  of  flour  and 
water,  which  the  incitements  of  hunger  taught 
them  to  think  delicious  food.  They  were  ex- 
ceeding careful  to  hufband  their  provifions,  and 
about  a  fortnight  afterwards  caught  a  fhark,  on 
which  they  likewife  fed,  drying  what  was  left,  in 
the  fun. 


*  Our  readers  will  not  think  a  note  in  this  place  im- 
pertinent, juft  to  remark,  that  however  great  captain 
Roberts's  diftrefs  might  be,  no  confiderate  mind  will 
pity  a  man  who  was  going  to  engage  in  the  flave-trade, 
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About  three  weeks  after  their  leaving  the 
pirates,  they,  to  their  great  joy  came  in  fight  of 
the  ifland  of  St.  Anthony  •,  but  another  fhower 
of  rain  having  fupplied  them  with  a  little  water 
a  day  or  two  before,  Mr.  Roberts  thought  pro- 
per to  fleer  for  St.  Nicholas,  where  he  was 
known.  The  Evening  was  far  advanced  when 
he  came  to  the  anchoring  place  of  that  ifland, 
and  almoft  dark  before  the  boat  could  be  got 
out  ;  wherefore  he  deferred  landing  till  the  next 
morning :  but  the  laft  f up  ply  of  water  being 
now  gone,  the  eldeft  boy  earneftly  begged  that 
he  might  take  the  boat  afhore  and  fill  a  cag  ;  to 
which  Mr.  Roberts  confented  on  his  promife  to 
return  on  board  again  immediately. . 

As  foon  as  the  boy  was  gone,  Mr.  Roberts, 
overcome  by  his  paft  fatigues,  was  taken  ill : 
whereupon  he  ordered  the  little  boy  to  look  out 
for  the  boat,  and  going  into  his  cabin,  infenfi- 
bly  dropped  afleep,  and  flept  till  midnight ; 
when  returning  on  deck,  he  found  the  fhip  al- 
moft out  of  fight  of  the  ifland.  Surprized  and 
terrified  at  this  misfortune,  arid  finding  that  the 
fhip  had  made  a  great  deal  of  water,  he  began 
to  defpair  of  being  ever  able  to  make  the  land 
without  the  affiftance  of  the  other  boy,  or  to 
keep  the  fhip  from  finking  by  working  at  the 
pump  :  her  anchor  likewife  was  out,  and  he 
feared  that  he  fhould  be  unable  to  haul  it 
up. 

But  the  danger  of  finking  being  the  greateft, 
he  inftantly  endeavoured  to  remedy  that  ;  and  in 
three  or  four  hours  pumped  the  veffel  dry  ; 
after  which,  with  much  fatigue,  he  heaved  the 
anchor  on  board.  Parched  with  thirft,  and 
without  a  drop  of  water,  he  remained  for  fome 
time  near  the  ifland,  without  being  able  to  make 
it  for  want  of  hands  •,  but  at  length  he  found  a 
fandy  bay,  where  he  caft  anchor. 

Seven  Indians  came  in  a  boat  to  his  affiftance 
the  fame  evening,  bringing  with  them  twenty 
gallons  of  water  ■,  a  moft  feafonable  fupply,  that 
railed  his  drooping  fpirits.  Thefe  people  were 
induced  to  come  on  board  by  the  entreaties  of 
the  boy  on  fhore  :  but  Mr.  Roberts  could  not 
prevail  oh  them  to  ftay  till  the  next  morning, 
before  they  attempted  to  fteer  the  fhip  into  the 
port  of  Paraghefi  :  they  immediately  weighed 
anchor,  and  fet  fail  •,  but  in  the  night  the  main- 
fail  fplit  •,  at  which  thefe  negroe  failors,  who 
had  got  drunk  with  the  rum  on  board,  were  fo 
daunted,  that  they  betook  themfelves  to  their 
boat,  and  Mr.  Roberts  was  once  more  left  de- 
ftitute  in  his  leaky  veffel,  which  he  the  next  day 
endeavouted  to  fteer  to  land. 

While  he  was  thus  employed,  he,  to  his  great 
aftonifhment,  heard  the  voices  of  three  men  in 
the  hold  ;  and,  on  enquiry,  he  found  they  had 
been  left  there  dead  drunk  by  their  companions. 
One  of  thefe  fellows  offered  to  pilot  the  floop 
either  into  St.  Jago's  or  St.  John's  ;  but  not  be- 
ing able  to  make  the  land  fo  foon  as  they  ex- 


which  however  fanclified  by  cuftom,  muft  be  looked 
upon  as  an  infamous  trade  of  blood  ;  as  a  vile  bar- 
tering for  the  perfons  and  liberties  of  our  fellow  crea- 
tures ! 
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pected,  they  were  all  fo  difcouraged,  that  they  | 
laid  down  in  the  hold,  giving  themfelves  up  for 
loft  •,  and  would  neither  pump  nor  work  the 
Ihip,  till  they  heard  Mr.  Roberts  giving  direc- 
tions to  the  boy  at  the  helm  ;  when  they  en- 
quired if  he  law  land  ?  and  on  his  anfwering 
that  he  was  failing  directly  to  St.  John's,  they 
began  to  work  with  the  greateft  chearfulnefs,  and 
pumped  the  fhip  dry  of  their  own  accord. 

One  of  them  pretended  to  know  the  harbour  •, 
but  when  he  came  near  the  ifland  was  utterly  at 
a  lofs,  and  refolutely  infifted  on  putting  the 
floop  upon  the  rocks,  till  Mr.  Roberts  took  up 
an  old  gun,  which  had  been  left  by  the  pirates, 
and  threatened  to  fhoot  the  firft  who  attempted 
it.  Upon  this  the  pretended  pilot  leaped  over- 
board and  fwam  to  land  ;  and  foon  afterwards 
Mr.  Roberts  hauled  in  fo  clofe  to  Punto  de  Sal, 
that  he  could  almoft  leap  on  more  •,  on  which 
the  other  negroes  likewife  left  him. 

It  may  appear  fomewhat  extraordinary  that 
Mr.  Roberts  was  able  to  converfe  with  the  ne- 
groes ;  but  the  wonder  will  ceafe  when  the  rea- 
der is  informed,  that  the  language  of  the  natives 
of  all  thefe  iflands  is  a  dialect  of  that  of  the  Man- 
dingo  negroes,  mixed  with  a  corrupt  Portu- 
guefe  •,  or'  both  which  the  captain  had  fome 
knowledge. 

On  the  evening  of  this  day  Mr.  Roberts  faw 
feveral  of  the  natives  upon  the  rocks  •,  and  the 
next  morning  three  of  them  came  down,  fwam 
to  the  fhip,  and  welcomed  him  to  their  ifland  : 
they  likewife  offered  to  procure  him  what  he 
wanted,  if  he  would  go  afhore  with  them  ;  and 
on  his  faying  that  he  could  not  fwim,  they  ex- 
prefled  great  furprize  that  a  man  would  venture 
to  fea  without  fuch  a  neceffary  qualification. 

Some  other  negroes  came  foon  after  and 
brought  him  refrefhments ;  and  when  he  had 
made  a  hearty  meal  of  a  pompion  and  boiled 
rice,  three  of  them  went  to  catch  him  fome  filh, 
while  the  others  ftaid  to  pump  the  fhip  dry. 
At  length  a  fine  difh  of  fifh  was  brought  for  his 
fupper,  on  which  he  regaled  very  plentifully, 
and  then  retired  to  repofe  himfelf  after  the  dread- 
ful fatigues  he  had  undergone. 

The  weather  appearing  to  look  very  unpro- 
mifing  the  next  day,  Mr.  Roberts  was  appre- 
henlive  of  being  driven  out  to  lea  :  and  after 
the  negroes  had  endeavoured  to  faften  a  rope  to 
the  rock,  they  offered  to  fwim  widi  him  and  his 
body  to  land  :  he,  however,  declined  the  offer, 
not  chufing  to  leave  the  veffel  while  there  was 
the  leaft  probability  of  faving  her  :  but  the  fol- 
lowing day  proving  very  ftormy,  fhe  drove  on 
the  rocks  in  fpite  of  all  his  efforts,  and  beat  a 
great  hole  in  her  bottom. 

The  water  now  rifing  as  high  on  the  infide  of 
the  veffel  as  without,  the  affrighted  negroes  left 
him  with  the  boy  ;  but  as  foon  as  the  ftorm  a- 
bated,  they  returned,  and  fwam  afhore  with  the 
lad  :  and  captain  Roberts  now  confenting  to 
leave  the  veffel,  two  of  them  took  him,  one  by 
each  arm,  bidding  him  not  be  afraid,  but  trult 
in  St.  Anthony,  for  they  did  not  doubt  of  land- 
ing him  fafe. 

However  when  they  had  got  about  half  way  to 
the  fhore,  the  fea  breaking  over  them,  one  of  the 


blacks  let  go  his  hold,  and  dived  down  ■,  but  a 
third,  who  was  behind,  rofe  and  fupplied  his- 
place  ;  which  being  perceived  by  the  other  who 
had  forfook  him,  he  fwam  back  to  the  veffel  to 
fave  what  he  could  :  but  he  had  fcarcely  got 
aihore  with  fome  old  fhoes  and  a  looking  glafs, 
before  the  form  of  the  floop  was  loft,  her  item 
and  part  of  the  deck  being  driven  away. 

Thus  was  Mr.  Roberts  happily  delivered 
from  the  danger  of  a  boifterous  fea.  Some  of 
the  natives  who  were  on  the  tops  of  the  rocks, 
but  could  not  obferve  whether  he  got  fafe  on 
fhore,  now  came  down  to  his  affiftance  •,  and 
finding  him  fafe,  fwam  to  the  wreck,  and  bring- 
ing away  all  the  pieces  of  the  veffel,  and  every 
thing  elfe  they  could  fave,  depofued  them  lately 
among  the  rocks,  out  of  the  reach  of  the  lea. 

They  now  made  a  fire  to  dry  Mr.  Roberts's 
cloaths  •,  expreffed  their  admiration  at  the  wif- 
dom  of  the  white  men,  and  their  affection  for 
the  Englifh  :  they  likewife  catched  fifh,  and 
dreffed  it  for  him. 

The  governor  of  the  ifland  fent  feveral  per- 
fons  to  him,  with  the  molt  friendly  offers  of  giv- 
ing him  all  poffible  affiftance.  He  was  now  fup- 
plied with  fruit  and  milk;  and  the  fon  of  a  per- 
fon  who  had  been  formerly  governor,  came  in  a 
molt  obliging  manner  with  feveral  kinds  of  fruit, 
and  a  cake  of  bread  made  of  bananas  and  maize; 
In  a  word,  every  one  ftrove  who  fhould  confer 
the  greateft  favours  on  him,  without  the  leaft 
expectation  of  any  thing  in  return. 

The  fituation  of  Mr.  Roberts  was  however 
ftill  very  difagreeable.  He  had  fixed  himfelf 
upon  a  lhelf  of  the  rocks,  under  the  cover  of 
others  which  hung  over  his  head.  The  rock  a- 
bove  arofe  to  an  amazing  height ;  and  it  was 
with  great  difficulty  that  the  friendly  natives  de- 
fcended  thefe  dreadful  precipices  to  his  affift- 
ance. 

They  were  alfc  obliged  to  fwim  from  the  place 
where  he  was,  not  only  to  the  fifhing  place,  but 
to  get  frefh  water  from  a  fpring  which  ran  out 
of  the  rocks.  However,  they  lpared  no  pains 
to  ferve  him  ;  and  fome  of  them  having  found 
his  bed  fwimming  in  the  fea,  dried  it  in  the  fun, 
and  making  beds  of  leaves  for  themfelves,  ftaid 
with  him  all  night. 

Captain  Roberts  and  his  boy  had  been  fome 
days  in  this  fituation,  when,  as  he  was  talking 
with  the  natives,  he  obferved  a, man  who  had 
light  hair  that  was  not  woolly,  though  of  a  very 
tawny  complexion,  who  immediately,  to  his 
great  joy  and   furprize,  fpoke  to  him  in   En- 


gfifh. 


The  name  of  this  perfon  was  Charles  Frank- 
lin a  Welchman,  who  had  been  taken  by  fome 
pirates,  but  made  his  efcape  from  them  in  the 
port  of  Sierra  Leona,  and  after  ftaying  a  conli- 
derable  time  in  Africa,  came  to  this  ifland.  His- 
converfation  gave  Mr.  Roberts  the  higheft  plea- 
fu re,  and  he  now  began  to  conceive  hopes  of 
being  foon  delivered  from  his  difagreeable  fitua- 
tion among  the  rocks,  by  having  the  only  boat 
in  the  ifland  fent  to  take  him  round  into  the  bay : 
this  boat,  however,  not  coming  at  the  expected 
time,  Mr.  Roberts  determined  to  attempt  to 
climb  the  rocks,  though  aH  the  negroes  advifed 

him 
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him  againftit;  but  finding  him  refolved  upon 
it,  they  willingly  gave  him  their  affiftance. 

He  attended  half  way  up  the  firft  rock  with 
great  difficulty,  when  looking  down,  his  head 
grew  dizzy,  he  trembled,  and  narrowly  efcaped 
tailing  at  once  to  the  bottom  •,  but  the  friendly 
negroes  fupported  him.  He  then  got  to  the  fir  It 
relting-place,  .vhich  was  at  lealt  as  high  as  St. 
Paul's  cupola  from  the  bottom. 

They  then  walked  a  long  a  path,  for  about 
three  quarters  of  a  mile,  fometimes  defcending, 
but  moltly  afcending.  This  path,  which  refem- 
bled  a  gallery,  without  rails,  was,  in  general,  a- 
bout  three  feet  broad  •,  but  in  fome  places  it  was 
fo  narrow,  that  the  negroes  were  obliged  to  pafs 
firft,  and  then  reach  the  end  of  their  poles  to  Mr. 
Roberts. 

At  length  the  afcent  grew  almoft  perpendicu- 
lar, and  two  of  the  negroes  mounting  before  the 
reft,  ftruck  a  crag  of  the  rock,  as  was  their 
cultom,  to  try  whether  it  would  bear  them, 
when  a  huge  piece  tumbled  over  them,  and 
railed  liich  a  dult,  that  the  air  appeared  rilled 
with  fmoke  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach  ;  and 
it  made  fuch  a  dreadful  noife  that  Mr.  Roberts 
thought  all  the  rocks  about  them  were  tumbling 
on  their  heads. 

After  all  was  quiet,  and  the  duft  was  laid,  the 
two  men  above,  who  it  was  thought  had  been 
dafhed  to  pieces,  came  down  to  thofe  below,  and 
rejoiced  to  find  them  all  fafe.  The  afcent  for 
the  reft  of  the  way  was  now  found  too  fteep  for 
fo  poor  a  climber  as  Mr.  Roberts  :  whereupon 
they,  with  great  difficulty  and  danger,  defend- 
ed with  him,  and  at  length,without  any  accident, 
reached  the  bottom. 

The  fatigues  captain  Roberts  had  endured  in 
this  excurfion,  and  the  extreme  heat  of  the  fun 
reflected  by  the  rocks,  threw  him  into  a  fever, 
which  lafted  near  a  month,  during  which  he 
was  attended  with  the  greateft  affiduity  and  -af- 
fection by  thefe  friendly  people,  and  as  foon  as  he 
was  recovered,  was  taken  in  the  boat  to  the 
harbour  ;  but  being  fo  weak  as  to  be  unable  to 
walk,  he  was  faftened  on  the  governor's  horfe, 
and  conducted,  through  an  uneaven  and  rocky 
road,  to  his  houfe. 

The  governor  received  him  with  the  utmoft 
joy,  and  would  have  perluaded  him  to  lodge  in 
his  houfe  •,  but  this  honour,  as  it  was  called,  had 
been  earneftly  folicited  by  Singore  Gumms,  the 
fon  of  a  former  governor,  who  had  often  vifited 
him  while  he  was  confined  among  the  rocks,  and 
treated  him  with  the  utmoft  care  and  huma- 
nity. 

Mr.  Roberts  therefore  made  the  belt  apology 
he  could,  and  having  remained  fome  hours  at 
the  governor's  houfe,  was  conducted  to  the  cot- 
tage of  his  friend  Singore  Gumms,  where  he  was 
molt  gladly  welcomed,  and  provided  for  with 
the  greateft  care.  Some  of  the  inhabitants  came 
to  fee  him  every  day,  bringing  water-melons, 
pompions,  banana  cakes,  fowls,  &c.  He  was 
likewife  vifited  by  the  Romifh  prieft  of  the 
ifland,who  was  extremely  defirous  of  having  him 
at  his  houfe. 

As  foon  as  Mr.  Roberts  was  able  to  walk  a- 
broad,  he  returned  thefe  vifits  j  and  when   he 


had  recovered  his  ftrength,  he  often  went  out 
with  the  natives  to  hunt  wild  goats ;  but  more 
frequently  attended  them  in  fifhing,  in  which 
excurfions  they  carried  with  them  calabafhes  of 
frefh  water,  and  a  number  of  bananas,  pompi- 
ons, and  other  fruit  for  food. 

Their  utenfils  confifted  of  long  canes  for  fifh- 
ing rods,  lines  of  cotton,  and  nails  bent  for 
hooks,  which  they  commonly  baited  with  crabs. 
With  regard  to  their  hunting,  the  governor  ha- 
ving the  fole  privilege  of  killing  the  wild  goats, 
no  perfon  dares  to  hunt  without  his  permif- 
fion.  The  Portuguefe,  when  they  firft  peopled 
this  ifiand  from  the  coaft  of  Africa,  made  this  law, 
in  order  to  prevent  the  breed  being  entirely  de- 
ftroyed. 

This  is  one  of  the  chief  privileges  the  governor 
enjoys  ;  who  is  likewife  the  only  chief  ma- 
giftrate,,  and  decides  the  little  differences  that 
fometimes  happen  among  his  people.  Upon 
their  not  fubmitting  to  his  decifion,  he  confines 
them  till  they  do,  in  an  open  place,  walled  round 
like  a  pound  •,  but  inftead  of  a  gate,  they  com- 
monly only  lay  a  ftick  acrofs  the  entrance,  and 
thofe  innocent  people  will  ftay  there  without  at- 
tempting to  get  out,  except  when,  obeying  the 
impulfe  of  fudden  pafiion,  they  rufh  out  in  a 
rage.  But  in  this  cafe  they  are  foon  caught  again, 
tied  hand  and  foot,  and  a  centinel  fet  to  watch 
them,  till  they  agree  with  their  antagonift,  afk 
the  governor's  'pardon  for  breaking  out  of  his 
prifon,  and  have  remained  as  long  as  he  thinks 
their  crimes  have  deferved. 

Even  if  one  perlbns  kills  another,  which  very 
rarely  happens,  the  governor  can  only  confine 
him  till  he  has  pacified  the  relations  of  the  de- 
ceafed,  by  the  mediation  of  his  friends,  who 
are  bound  for  the  criminal's  appearance,  in  cafe 
a  judge  fhould  be  ever  fent  from  Portugal  to 
execute  juftice :  but  imprilbnment  is  efteemed 
fuch  a  fcandal  among  thefe  people,  that  they 
dread  it  as  much  as  Englifh  criminals  do  the  gal- 
lows. 

When  the  governor  chufes  to  make  a  general 
hunt,  he  affembles  all  the  inhabitants  who  are 
able  and  willing  to  attend,  who  do  not  exceed 
two  hundred  ;  and  the  hunting  dogs,  which  are 
between  a  beagle  and  a  greyhound,  are  called. 
In  the  evening,  or  when  the  governor  chufes  to 
put  an  end  to  the  fport,  they  all  meet  together, 
and  he  parts  the  goat's  flefh  between  them  as  he 
thinks  propen,  fending  what  he  likes  to  his  own. 
houfe,  with  all  the  skins  -,  and  when  he  goes 
home,  he  fends  pieces  to  thofe  who  are  old,  and 
others  who  were  not  out  with  the  hunters  ;  and 
fome  of  the  skins  he  diftributes  among;  them  ac- 
cording  to  their  feveral  neceffities,  referving  the 
remainder  of  them  for  the  lord  of  the  foil. 

The  natives,  who  are  the  molt  innocent,  harm- 
lefs  and  friendly,  as  well  as  the  moft  ignorant 
and  fuperftitious  of  thofe  on  any  of  the  Cape  de 
Verd  iflands,  ufually  wear  only  a  little  ftrip  of 
cotton  faftened  to  a  ftring  before,  which, 
pafling  between  the  thighs,  is  tied  to  the  fame 
ftring  behind  •,  but  when  full  drefled,  they  wear 
a  piece  of  cotton  cloth,  which  the  men  hang  o- 
ver  their  fhoulders,  and  wrap  round  their  waifts; 
but  the  women  ptit  dieirs  over  their  heads,  and 

then 
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then  wrap  it  about  their  bodies  •,  and  on  both 
of  them  it  reaches  to  the  calf  of  the  leg  or 
lower.  They  fpin  and  weave  this  cloth  them- 
felves. 

The  prieft,  who  was  a  negro  and  very  igno- 
rant, ufed  to  fay  mafs,  baptize  and  bury  the 
dead  •,  but  with  thefe  rites  the  natives  have  in- 
termixed ibme  of  their  heathenifh  cuftoms,  fuch 
as  wafhing  before  baptifm  ;  adorning  the  bride 
on  the  day  of  her  marriage  with  flowers  and  a 
garland  •,  dripping  her  of  all  at  night,  and  put- 
ting earth  on  her  head  in  token  of  fubjeclion  ; 
fprinkling  the  graves  of  the  dead  with  water,  and 
fometimes  with  the  juice  of  water-melons. 

This  ifland,  which  is  called  St.  John's,  is  fi- 
tuated  in  fifteen  degrees  twenty-five  minutes 
north  latitude,  and  leven  degrees  two  minutes 
weft  from  the  Cape  de  Verde  -,  and  tho'  very 
high  and  rocky,  it  appears  low  in  comparifon 
of  St.  Philips,  near  which  it  lies. 

It  abounds  with  falt-petre  more  than  any  of 
the  Cape  de  Verde  iflands,  and  the  governor 
offered  to  procure  captain  Roberts  a  quantity 
furficient  to  load  a  larger  veffel  than  that  which 
he  had  loft. 

It  grows  in  feveral  caves,  covering  all  the 
fides  like  a  hoar  froft,  and  in  fome  hollow  rocks 
like  ificles,  as  thick  as  a  man's  thumb.  Mr. 
Roberts  gives  very  good  reafons  to  believe  that 
this  ifland  abounds  with  copper  and  gold,  and 
formerly  great  quantities  of  ambergreafe  were 
found  floating  in  the  fea  near  it. 

Mr.  Roberts  begged  the  governor's  permifli- 
on  to  repair  his  old  boat,  and  go  over  with  it  to 
the  ifland  of  St.  Philip  •,  but  he  denied  his  re- 
queft,  as  he  thought  it  too  fmall  and  crazy  •,  yet 
propoied  his  building  another,  and  promiied  that 
all  the  people  in  the  ifland  ihould  aflift  him  in 
the  work,  provided  he  would  make  it  large  e- 


nough  to  fail  in  without  danger. 

Captain  Roberts  molt  chearfully  accepted  this 
propofal ;  and    having,  while   he  was  confined 
among  the  rocks,  faved  a  great  number  of  nails, 
and  many  pieces  of  iron,  out  of  the  pieces  of 
the  wreck   brought  afhore  by  the  natives,  the 
boat  was  begun.      He  feared  indeed  that   he 
fhould  never   be   able  to  finifb   it  ;  but  having 
Teen  feveral  built  from  firft  to  hft,  his  earneft 
defire  of  returning  to  England,  made  him  exert 
all  his  ablities,  and  at  length  the  work  was  hap- 
pily compleated  :  for  thefe  friendly  people  hew- 
ed down  the  trees  •,  and  chopped  them  into  boards 
and  timbers  •,   he   afterwards   caulked  his   little 
veflel  with  oakum,  made  of  fome  pieces  of  old 
ropes,  and  with  cotton  and  mofs  :  he  cafed  the 
bottom  with  tallow  mixed  with  afles  dung  burnt 
to  alhes,  the    governor   generoufly   ordering   a 
general  hunting-match  to  procure  him  the  fat  of 
goats,  and  likewife  killed  a  cow  for  the  fame 
purpofe. 

Mr.  Roberts  made  a  jib-fail  of  an  old  piece  of 
canvas  :  the  natives  aflifted  him  in  launching  the 
boat,  and  a  fmall  anchor  and  hawfer  were  got  up, 
which  had  been  left  with  a  buoy  in  the  road  by 
a  Portuguefe  veflel,  before   his   coming  to   the 
ifland.     The  veflel  being  thus   compleated,  he 
was  generoufly  fupplied  with  beef,  goat's  flefh, 
maize  flour,  and  fruit ;  and  after  he  had  fpent  a 
few  hofpitable   days   with  the  governor  and  in- 
habitants, who  defired  no  other  reward  but  that 
he  would  fpeak  well  of  them  to  his  countrymen, 
which  might  induce  fome  Engliih  fhips  to  trade 
with   them,  he  took   his   leave  •,  and  going  on 
board  with  his  boy,  and  three  ot  the  natives,  to- 
gether with  two  negroe  mariners,  who  came  to 
the  ifland  in  his  floop,  and  belonged  to  St.  Ni- 
cholas, he   let  fail,   leaving   Mr.  Franklin,  the 
Welchman,  who  chofe  to  remain  at  St.  John's. 


CHAP.        II. 

Captain  Roberts  fails  to  St.  Philip's;  a  defer  iption  of the  ifland ;  he  returns  to  St.  fohns, 
witf)  fome  negro  fip-carpenters,  who  having  rendered  the  boat  more  commodious,  he  fails 
hack  to  St.  Philip's  ;  his  boat  is  faved  to  pieces,  and  he  enters  on  board  an  EngliJJj  veffel ;  a 
defcription  of  the  other  Cape  de  Verde  Iflands  ;  Captain  Roberts  arrives  fife  in  England. 


MR.  ROBERTS  reached  St.  Philip's 
the  fame  evening,  and  landing  the  next 
morning,  was  there  alio  treated  with  the 
utmoft  kindnels.  Captain  Thome  Santee,  who 
had  the  title  of  Procurador  of  St.  John's,  want- 
ed to  go  to  that  ifland,  and  informed  captain  Ro- 
berts, that  if  he  wanted  any  alterations  or  im- 
provements in  his  boat,  there  were  two  negroes 
at  St.  Philip's,  who  had  been  educated  at  the 
French  factory  at  Senegal,  and  taken  from  thence 
to  Nants  to  learn  the  art  of  (hip-building. 

Thefe  men  being  fent  for,  Mr.  Roberts  pro- 
mifed,  that  if  they  would  make  fuch  alterations 
as  he  thought  would  make  his  veflel  more  com- 
modious, and  he  could  find  no  other  method  of 
returning  to  Europe,  he  would  let  them  on 
fhore  on  the  coaft  of  Africa  near  the  place  of 


their  birth.  They  gladly  accepted  the  terms ; 
but  as  there  was  no  timber  at  St.  Philip's  large 
enough  for  their  purpofe,  they  confented  to  re- 
turn with  him  to  St.  John's.  Captain  Thome 
likewife  prevailed  on  a  fmith  to  go  with  them 
in  order  to  lend  his  affiftance.  Captain  Roberts 
alio  took  in  feveral  other  paffengers,  who  paid 
him  for  their  paflage  ten  cotton  cloths,  fuch  as 
they  wear  to  cover  them  from  head  to  foot,  and 
of  this  cloth  he  made  a  forefail. 

The  ifland  of  St.  Philip,  which  is  likewife 
called  the  ifland  of  Fogo,  or  Fire,  is  about  fe- 
ven  leagues  from  St.  John's  :  it  is  fituated  in 
fifteen  degrees  twenty  minutes  north  latitude, 
and  fix  degrees  fifty-four  minutes  weft  from 
Cape  de  Verde,  and  received  its  name  from  its 
being  firft  difcovered  by  the  Portuguefe  on  the 
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firft  of  May,  the  feaft  of  St.  Philip  and  James. 

It  is  much  the  higheft  of  the  Cape  de  Verde 
Iflands,  and  appears  like  a  continued  mountain 
up  to  the  top.  In  failing  by  it  the  vallies  appear 
only  like  a  kind  of  gutters  made  by  the  ftreajns 
of  rain-water  running  down  the  mountain  ;  but 
when  a  perfon  is  on  fhore  he  finds  thefe  gutters 
to  be  regular  vallies,  and  their  banks  are  high 
mountains. 

The  Peak  is  a  dreadful  Volcano,  which  cafts 
forth  rocks  of  an  amazing  fize  to  a  vaft  height  : 
thefe,  Mr.  Roberts  fays,  make  fuch    a  noife  by 
their  fall,  and  their  bieaking  and  rolling  down, 
that  he  has  heard  them  in  calmweatherat  eight  or 
nine  leagues  diftance  •,  and  when  they  are  blown 
up,  the   report  refembles  that  of  thunder.     In 
the  night-time   Mr.  Roberts  has  feen  the  ftones 
rolling  down   the  peak  all  of  a  flame  ;  and  the 
inhabitants  informed  him  that  flaming  brimftonc 
fometimes    pours  down  from  the  peak  like  a 
'  torrent  of  water  down   a  fteep  mountain  ;  after 
which  they  can  gather  what  quantity  they  pleafe. 
They  fhewed  fome  pieces  of  it  to  Mr.  Roberts, 
which  was  like  common   brimftone,  but   of  a 
brighter  colour,  and  on  being  burnt  gave  a  clear- 
er flamed     This  volcano    at  other   times   emits 
fiich   a  quantity  of  cinders  arid  afhes,  that  the 
adjacent  parts  are   covered,  and    the   goats   are 
fometimes  fmothered.     There   are   no   running 
brooks  in  the  ifland,  and  in  fome  parts  of  it  the 
Inhabitants  are  obliged  to  go  fix  or  feven  miles 
for  frefh  water  :  yet  it  produces  great  quantities 
of  maize,  water-melons,  and  pompions,  and  a 
few  wild  figs  :  and  in  fome  of  their  gardens  they 
have  guava  trees,  oranges,  limes  and  lemons. 
They  have  likewife   fome  good  vineyards,  and 
make  a  fmall  quantity  of  wine,  but  commonly 
drink  it  all  before  it  has  done  fermenting. 

This  ifland  was  originally  inhabited  by  the 
Portuguefe,  to  whom  the  king  gave  the  land  •, 
and  thefe  brought  with  them  Negro  flaves,  and 
flocked  the  country  with  horfes,  affes,  cows  and 
hogs,  the  king  fending  goats,  which  ruh  wild  on 
the  mountains.  Hence  the  profit  of  their  fkins 
belongs  to  the  crown,  and  the  perfon  who  has 
the  management  of  this  revenue  is  called  captain 
of  the  mountains,  none  daring  to  kill  any  of 
them  without  his  permiffion. 

It  is  the  cuftom  here,  and  at  all  the  other 
iflands,  for  every  perfon,  at  his  death,  to  give 
his  blacks  their  liberty.  Thefe  are  now  the  prin- 
cipal inhabitants,  there  being  a  hundred  negroes 
on  the  ifland  to  one  white  perfon.  They  breed 
mules  which  they  fell  to  other  nations,  and  make 
cotton  cloths  for  their  own  cloathing.  All  the 
inhabitants  are  Roman-Catholics,  but  mingle 
feveral  Pagan  fuperftitions  with  that  religion. 
Moft  of  the  white  people  live  with  the  governor 
in  the  town  of  St.  Philip,  befides  which  they 
have  country  houfes  on  that  part  of  their  eftates 
which  they  keep  in  their  own  hands,  and  ma- 
nage by  their  flaves  :  thefe  fupply  them  with 
food,  and  the  rents  of  the  plantations  let  to  the 
blacks  are  paid  them  in  cotton  cloth. 

The  day  following  that  on  which  Mr.  Roberts 

weighed  from  this  illand  he  landed  at  St.  John's,  to 

the  great  fatisfa<5tion  of  all  the  paffengers,  as  well 

as  the  natives  of  that  ifland,  and  especially  thofe 
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who  had  accompanied  him  in  the  voyage,  who 
did  not  fail  to  brag  of  the  exploit,  as  much  as 
an  Engliih  raw  tailor  would  of  his  firft  voyage  to 
the  Eaft  Indies. 

Captain  Roberts  met  with  the  fame  hofpitable 
treatment  from  the  governor  and  people  as  he  had 
before  experienced  ;  and  the  Negro  carpenters, 
going  to  work,  the  natives  readily  afiilted  them-, 
fo  that  in  about  two  months  the  boat  was  finifh- 
ed,  and  rendered  much  ftronger  and  more  com- 
modious thart  before. 

By  that  time  captain  Thome  had  finifhed  his 
bufinefs  there  ;  and  captain  Roberts  now  fet  fail 
with  him,  and  the  two  carpenters,  together  with 
three  of  the  inhabitants  of  St.  Philip's  ;  and  hav- 
ing fet  them  afhore  on  the  laft  mentioned  ifland, 
failed  to  St.  Jago. 

After  this  he  traded  for  fome  time  to  the  dif- 
ferent iilands,  carrying  provisions  to  Mayo,  where 
the  inhabitants  were  greatly  diftreffed  by  famine, 
and  loading  there  and  at  Bona  Vifta  with  fait  : 
till  at  length,  being  at  St.  Nicholas,  his  boat 
was  ftaved  to  pieces  on  the  rocks  while  he  was 
on  fhore  :  however,  he  was  kindly  treated  by 
the  inhabitants,  who  gave  him  twelve  dollars 
for  the  pieces  of  the  boat  that  were  faved. 

While  Captain  Roberts  was  at  this  ifland  an. 
Engliih  veflcl  arrived,  commanded  by  captain 
Harfoot,  who  propofed  to  trade  among  the 
iflands  for  cloths,  and  then  to  proceed  to  Bar- 
badoes  :  and  this  gentleman  defiring  Mr.  Ro- 
berts to  affift  him  in  this  trade,  he  confented, 
and  in  return,  the  captain  agreed  to  give  him 
and  his  little  boy  the  r  paffage. 

Having  weighed  from  St.  Nicholas,  they  pro- 
ceeded to  Bona  Vifta,  and  from  thence  to  Mayo, 
and  then  fleered  to  Porto  Praya  in  the  ifland  o£ 
St.  Jago,  where  they  found  an  Englifh  fhip 
freighted  by  the  Portuguefe  merchants,  which, 
had  come  from  the  coalt  of  Guinea  laden  with 
flaves,  wax  and  elephant's  teeth  :  but  had  bu- 
ried the  greateft  part  of  her  crew,  and  was 
bound  to  L  fbon. 

This  fbip  was  not  only  very  weakly  manned,' 
but  in  a  very  crazy  condition,  wherefore  Mr. 
Durell,  the  captain,  who  was  juft  recovered 
from  a  dangerous  fit  of  ficknefs,  earneftly  per- 
fuaded;  and  prevailed  on  Captain  Roberts  to 
fail  with  him,  and  affift  him  in  taking  care  of 
the  fhip. 

The  Cape  de  Verde  iflands  being  firft  disco- 
vered and  peopled  by  the  Portuguefe,  were  di- 
vided among  the  nobility  of  that  kingdom,  ex- 
cept St.  Jago's  and  St.  Philip's,  which  are  go- 
verned by  perfons  appointed  by  the  king,  who 
are  commonly  born  in  Portugal,  efpecially  the 
former,  who  has  the  title  of  General  governor 
of  all  the  Cape  de  Verde  Iilands,  and  the  coaft 
of  Guinea,  from  the  river  Senegal  to  Sierra 
Leona. 

The  lords  ftock  their  refpeclive  iflands  with 
cows  and  goats,  and  the  perfon  who  is  appointed 
the  Lord's  fteward  is  called  Governor  by  the  na- 
tives. 

Though  the  king  of  Portugal  has  made  St. 
Jago  the  clearing  port  for  all  that  part  of  the 
coaft  of  Guinea  within  the  abovementioned 
limits,  there  are  no  fortifications  on  any  of  the 
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iflands,  except  the  latter,  and  St.  Philip's  ;  and 
none  of  them  are  of  any  ftrength,  except  at  the 
city  of  St.  Jago,  and  thefe  are  only  defended  by 
the  natives. 

The  ifland  of  St.  Jago  is  fituated  in  fifteen 
degrees  north  latitude,  and  fix  degrees  five  mi- 
nutes longitude  from  Cape  de  Verde,  and  was 
not  only  the  firft  of  thefe  iflands  inhabited  by 
the  Portnguefe,  but  is  the  largeft  and  moft  fruit- 
ful of  them  all. 

The  inhabitants,  who  are  about  forty  blacks 
to  three  white  people,  pay  no  tax  to  the  crown. 
This  iiland  has  many  vallies,  and  plenty  of  wa- 
ter •,  and  as  it  affords  good  pafture,  it  abounds 
with  horfes,  afies,  cows,  fheep,  hogs,  goats,  and 
variety  of  fowl.  It  likewife  produces  pine-ap- 
ples, guavas,  oranges,  lemons,  bananas,  cuftard- 
apples,  tamarinds,  plaintams,  coroa-nuts,  water 
and  mufk  melons,  mandyokes,  pompions,  fugar- 
canes,  and  grapes,  though  they  are  not  allowed 
to  make  wine. 

The  capital  of  the  ifland  is  Ribeira  Grande, 
where  the  governor,  oviodore,  and  bifhop  re- 
fide.  Here  is  likewife  a  monaftery  which  is  a- 
dorned  with  a  large  garden,  and  affords  the  beft 
profpect  of  any  building  about  the  city,  except 
the  cathedral.  Moft  of  the  priefts  among  thefe 
iflands  are  negroes,  as  are  likewile  thole  lent  to 
the  coaft  of  Guinea. 

There  are  four  other  towns  in  the  ifland,  which 
are  St.  Jago,  St.  Domingo,  St.  Domingo  Aba- 
ceu,  and  Praya,  which  laft  is  the  moft  confide- 
rable  port  in  the  ifland. 

Bona  Vifta,  or  Good  Sight,  fo  called  from  its 
being  the  firft  of  the  Cape  de  Verde  iflands  that 
the  Portuguefe  difcovered,  is  fituated  in  fixteen 
degrees  ten  minutes  north  latitude,  and  five  de- 
grees fourteen  minutes  weft  longitude  from  Cape 
de  Verde.  This  ifland  is  chiefly  low  land,  with 
fome  few  fandy  hill  and  rocky  mountains.  It 
produces  large  quantities  of  indigo,  and  more 
cotton  than  all  the  oiher  iflands;  yet  there  is  not 
one  of  them  where  there  are  fewer  cotton  cloths 
to  be  fold  :  for  neither  will  the  inhabitants  ga- 
ther the  cotton  till  a  fhip  is  arrived  to  buy  it ; 
nor  will  the  women  fpin  till  they  are  in  abfolute 
want  of  it. 

When  Mr.  Roberts  was  there,  moft  of  the 
cattle  had  died  by  a  famine  •,  and  the  natives 
were  obliged  to  live  on  the  milk  of  their  tame 
goats,  and  on  fifh  and  turtle.  The  Englifh,who 
often  came  there  to  take  in  a  lading  of  fait,  hired 
afies  and  men  to  bring  down  the  fait  to  the  fea  ■, 
for  which  they  paid  in  bifcuit,  flour  or  old  cloaths. 

The  inhabitants  ufed  likewife  to  have  a  tole- 
rable trade  for  horfes  and  afies,  which  are  better 
cattle  than  thole  on  any  of  the  other  iflands.  Raw 
filk  is  in  great  requeft  among  them,  for  work- 
ing the  women's  waiftcoats  and  caps,  and  the 
bofoms  of  their  fhirts  and  fliifts. 

The  men  commonly  wear  the  European  drefs, 
and  moft  of  them  havefuits  of  cloaths  bought  of 
the  Englifh,  and  have  learnt  to  make  cotton 
cloaths  to  imitate  the  European  fafhion. 

The  women  wear  one,  two,  or  three  cotton 
cloaths  wrapped  about  them  like  petticoats,  and 
tied  on  with  a  girdle  about  the  hips,  and  forne- 


times  without  a  girdle.  Their  fhifts  are  made 
like  a  man's  fhirt,  but  fo  fhort  as  not  to  reach 
the  girdle  :  the  wriftbands,  collar,  and  neck  of 
the  fhirts  of  the  young  people  of  fome  rank,  are 
wrought  in  figures,  with  needie-work  of  filk,  in 
feveral  colours  :  but  the  old  and  the  poor  have 
theirs  worked  with  blue  cotton  thread.  On  their 
fhifts  they  wear  a  waiftcoat,  with  fleeves  to  but- 
ton at  the  arms,  not  above  four  inches  deep  in 
the  back  part,  but  long  enough  before  to  tie 
with  firings  under  their  breafts.  Over  all  they 
wear  a  cotton  cloth  in  the  manner  of  a  mantle  : 
thofe  of  the  married  women  are  commonly  blue, 
and  the  darker  the  colour,  the  richer  it  is  reck  • 
oned  •,  but  the  maidens,  and  gay  young  wives 
or  widows,  wear  blue  and  white,  fome  fpotted, 
and  fome  figured.  However,  they  rather  chufe 
if  they  can  get  them,  linen  handkerchiefs- 
wrought  on  the  edges,  and  fometimes  on  the 
corners,  with  green,  blue  or  red  filk,  the  laft 
being  the  colour  they  admire  moft. 

They  wear  neither  fhoes  nor  itockings,  except 
on  holidays  ;  and,  in  common,  at  other  times, 
the  women  wear  only  a  ftriall  cotton  cloth  wrap- 
ped round  their  waift,  and  the  men  a  ragged 
pair  of  breeches  ;  to  which  if  there  be  but  a 
waiftband,  and  a  piece  hanging  to  it  before,  they 
think  it  fufficient. 

The  people  of  Bona  Vifta  can  mod  of  them 
fpeak  a  little  Englifh,  and  are  very  fond  of  the 
people  of  that  nation. 

The  ifland  of  Sal,  which  is  the  windermoft  of 
of  all  the  Cape  de  Verde's,  lies  in  feventecn  de- 
grees north  latitude,  and  in  five  degrees 
eighteen  minutes  weft  longitude  from  the 
Cape  de  Verde.  It  is  chiefly  low  land,  having 
only  five  hills.  It  formerly  abounded  with  afles,. 
cows  and  goats,  but  was  deferred  for  want  of 
rain.  There  are  abundance  of  crabs  about  this 
ifland,  and  feveral  forts  of  fifh  in  the  fea  that 
furrounds  it. 

The  ifland  of  Mayo,  or  May,  received  its 
name  from  its  being  difcovered  on  the  firft  of 
that  month.  On  this  ifland,  as  well  as  on  moft 
of  the  others,  there  grows  a  kind  of  vegetable 
ftone,  which  fhoots  in  ftems,  and  forms  fome- 
thing  like  the  head  of  a  colliflower  :  it  is  of  a 
greyifh  colour,  and  extremely  porous. 

The  inhabitants  of  Mayo,  who  are  in  num- 
ber about  two  hundred,  are  not  fo  well  affected 
to  the  Enoiifh  as  thofe  of  Bona  Vifta.  Thev 
have  great  numbers  of  cattle,  which  are  com- 
monly the  fatteft  and  beft  on  the  Cape  de  Verde 
iflands  :  moft  of  the  inhabitants  have  alfo  goats. 
They  have  cotton  in  great  abundance,  but  are 
fo  lazy,  that  half  of  it  is  loll  for  want  of  ga- 
thering. 

The  ifland  of  St.  Nicholas,  which  is  the  long- 
eft  of  all  the  Cape  de  Verde  iflands,  except  St. 
Jago,  lies  in  fixteen  degrees  forty-five  minutes 
north  latitude,  and  fix  degrees  fifty-two  minutes 
weft  longitude  from  the  Cape  de  Verde.  This 
ifland  is  moftly  high  land  ;  it  is  fruitful  in  maize, 
and  produces  oranges,  lemons,  limes,  pompi- 
ons, bananas,  plaintains,  water  and  mufk  me- 
lons, and  fome  fugar  canes  ;  and  the  inhabi- 
tants have  vineyards,  and  make  a  tartifh  fort  of 
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v.ine.     There  is  here  likewife  the  dragon  tree, 
from  which  flows  gum  dragon. 

The  inhabitants  of  St.  Nicholas  make  better 
cloths  and  cotton  quilts  than  thole  of  the  other 
ifiands.  Theie  are  too  good  for  the  Guinea 
trade  ;  but  fit  for  that  of  Brafil.  They  make 
them  up  into  cloaths  as  neatly  as  our  common 
country  taylors,  and  will  make  buttons  to  imi- 
tate almoit  any  pattern  that  is  fhewn  them :  they 
knit  cotton  dockings,  tan  cow-hides,  and  goat- 
ikins,  and  make  tolerably  good  fhoes. 

The  women  are  tar  more  houfewifely  and  in- 
genious with  their  needles  than  thole  on  the  o- 
ther  ifiands  •,  and  (he  who  does  not  appear  with 
a  worked  cap,  like  thole  worn  at  Bona  Vifta,  is 
thought  very  idle.  The  people  here  are  the 
moft  exacl:  Roman  Catholics  of  any  of  all  the 
jflan  is,  and  fpeak  the  beft  Portuguele. 

St.  Lucia  is  about  three  or  four  leagues  to  the 
Weftward  of  St.  Nicholas  :  it  has  neither  water 
nor  inhabitants  ;  but  there  are 
afles  on  it. 

The  iQe  of  Branca  is  nothing  more  than  a  high 
fteep  rock,  to  which  the  inhabitants  of  St.  Ni- 
cholas repair  to  catch  fifh. 

St.  Vincent  is  uninhabited  ;  but  there  is  a 
good  bay  on  the  north  weft  fide,  called  Porto 
Grande,  where  fhips  may  be  fupplied  with  wood 
and  water,  and  plenty  of  wild  goats  for  the  trou- 
ble of  mooting  them.  Here  are  likewiie  many 
afles,  and  as  great  a  plenty  of  nitre  as  at  the 
illand  of  St.  John.  There  are  more  turtle  and 
fifh  caught  at  this  illand  than  at  all  the  reft. 

The  illand  of  St.  Antonio  lies  in  feventeen  de- 
grees nineteen  minutes  north  latitude,  and  eight 
desrees  two  minutes  weft  longitude  from  Cape  de 
Verde.  It  is  almoft  as  high  as  St.  Philip's,  and 
allowing  for  the  loftinefs  of  the  mountains,  and 
the  lownefs  of  the  vallies,  it  contains  as  much 
ground  as  St.  Jago.  It  has  many  brooks  of  frefh 
water,  which  running  through  the  vallies,  ren- 
der the  ifland  extremely  fertile  in  maize,  bana- 
nas, pompions,  plantains,  musk  and  water-me- 


lons, guavas,  oranges,  limes  and  lemons.  The 
inhabitants  have  a  large  ftock  of  cows,  hogs  and 
afles.  There  are  plenty  of  goats  on  the  moun- 
tains, and  on  one  of  them  is  found  a  ftone  which 
the  natives  call  a  topaz  ;  but  whether  it  be  the 
true  topaz,  Mr.  Roberts  confefles  he  was  not  a 
judge. 

This  ifland  likewife  produces  great  quantities 
of  gum  dragon,  and  abundance  of  indigo,  which 
is  cultivated  with  great  care,  as  are  likewife  large 
plantations  of  cotton. 

The  inhabitants  are  almoft  as  innocent  and 
humane  as  thole  of  St.  John's.  There  are  com- 
puted to  be  two  thoufand  five  hundred  people  on 
the  ifland,  four  fifths  of  which  number  are  made 
up  by  the  flaves,  who,  like  the  free  negroes, 
have  plantations,  houfes  and  wives  •,  and  they 
cultivate  fome  of  the  beft  places  for  cotton,  in- 
digo, &c.  which  are  all  worked  up  by  theie 
flaves,  and  managed  by  a  fteward  placed  there 
by  a  Portuguefe  marquis,  who  is  proprietor  of 
the  ifland. 

Let  us  now  return  to  the  voyage.  Mr.  Ro- 
berts fet  fail  with  captain  Durell  ;  but  they  had 
hardly  left  St.  Jago,  when  feveral  leaks  broke 
out  in  the  fhip,  and  were  continually  increafing. 
To  add  to  this  misfortune,  the  crew  were  a  fet 
of  moft  profligate  fellows,  that  would  fcarcely 
obey  any  orders,  or  fubmit  to  the  leaft  difci- 
pline. 

Being  in  danger  of  finking,  and  the  trade 
winds  not  permitting  them  to  return  to  the  Cape 
de  Verde  ifiands,  it  was  at  length  refolved  to 
fteer  to  Barbadoes,  and  happily  reaching  that 
ifland,  they,  on  Chriftmas  day  1724,  entered 
Carlifle  bay,  where  the  vefTel  was  hove  down  and 
fheathed. 

Having  remained  about  three  months  in  that 
ifland,  they  let  fail  for  Lifbon,  and  having  made 
that  port,  captain  Roberts  took  the  firft  oppor- 
tunity of  a  pafTage  home  •,    and  in   the  latter 
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CHAPTER     I. 

Account  of  the  author  s  voyage  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  ;  a  JJjort  hiftory  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  Europeans  at  the  cape,  and  the  manner  in  which  it  was  fettled  by  the  Dutch  ;  a  general 
view  of  the  country  ;  a  character  and  defer iption  of  the  Hottentots,  with  their  drefj'es  and 
orncttnents. 
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AS  I  had  early  felt,"  fays  our  author, 
"  an  ardent  defire  to  travel,  which  I 
had  long  fought  for  a  favourable  op- 
portunity of  gratifying,  the  reader  may  ima- 
gine that  I  was  filled  with  a  tranfport  of  joy, 
when  I  was  told  by  my  generous  patron  the 
Baron  van  Krofick,*  whom  I  had  the  honour 
to  ferve  in  the  quality  of  fecretary,  that  if  I 
approved  of  it,  he  would  fend  me  at  his  own 
expence  to  refide  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
in  order  to  make  proper  obfervations  of  the 
appearance  of  the  heavenly  bodies  on  that 
fouthern  extremity  of  Africa." 
"  With  the  higheft  expreffions  of  gratitude 
I  accepted  of  this  employment,  and  my  no- 
ble patron  having  fettled  upon  me  an  annual 
falary,  I  prepared  for  my  voyage,  and  leav- 
ing Berlin,  let  out  for  Amfterdam,  where  I 
embarked  on  board  the  Union,  one  of  the 
Dutch  Eaft  India  fhips  that  then  lay  in  the 
Texel." 

"  On  the  eighth  of  January  1705,  the  Union 
fet  fail  with  eight  more  of  the  company's  fhips 
bound  for  the  Eaft  Indies  •,  and  on  the  thir- 
teenth of  March,  fleering  round  St.  Jago, 
one  of  the  Cape  de  Verde  iflands,  we  had  a 
diftincl  view  of  the  rocks  and  mountains,  and 
of  the  fituation  and  extent  of  the  city  of  the 
fame  name.  After  faluting  the  caftle  of  the 
harbour  of  Braya  with  fifteen  guns,  which  was 
returned,  we  were  vifited  by  a  Portugueie 
gentleman,  accompanied  -by  a  Negro  Romifh 
prieft,  who  had  received  a  univerfity  educa- 
tion  at   Sc.  Jago,  and  had  been  made  prieft, 
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the  better  to  promote  the  converfion  of  his 
countrymen." 

"  They  were  liberally  entertained,  and  the 
father,  befides  other  things,  ate  at  leaft  two 
pounds  of  Dutch  cheeie,  and  drank  an  afto- 
nifhing  quantity  of  brandy  ;  after  which  he 
fung,  danced,  and  performed  many  antic 
tricks,  which  convinced  us  all,  that  though  he 
appeared  a  very  indifferent  prieft,  he  would 
make  an  excellent  harlequin." 
"  At  parting,  the  father  invited  feveral  of  us 
to  take  a  dinner  with  him,  and  to  view  what 
he  called  his  fine  library.  This  invitation 
was  accepted,  and  two  days  afterwards  we 
waited  on  him  at  his  houfe,  where  he  received 
and  entertained  us  handfomely  enough,  mew- 
ing us  his  library,  which-  confifted  of  a  body 
of  the  civil  law,  (for  he  told  us  he  was  a  doc- 
tor of  laws,)  fbme  popifh  legends,  and  a  few 
breviaries." 

"  On  the  eighteenth  we  paid  a  vifit  to  the  go- 
vernor of  the  cattle.  He  introduced  us  to> 
his  lady,  who  was  with  feveral  women  in  her 
own  apartment,  and  received  us  with  much 
civility,  gave  us  bread  of  Turkifh  wheat, 
butter  and  cheeie  -,  and  we  returned  the  kind- 
nefs,  by  making  her  a  prefent  of  a  paper  of 
tobacco,  which  fhe  and  the  orher  women  im- 
mediately fmoaked  in  the  prefence  of  us  all." 
•'  While  we  ftayed  at  Braya  we  had  fome 
thoughts  of  taking  a  trip  to  the  city  of  St. 
Jago  ;  but  we  were  perfuaded  from  this  de- 
fign.  The  ways  were  reprefented  as  fteep  and 
craggy,  and  the  ground  fo  hot  and  parched, 


*  This  nobleman  was  privy  ccunfellor  to  the  late  King  of  Fruffia. 
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"  from  the  fcarcity  of  rain,  that  the  flaves  fome- 
"  times  perifhed  in  the  way  with  thirft,  there 
"  being  rarely  any  fuch  thing  as  water,  or  the 
"  lead  kind  of  refit  fliment  to  be  found  upon  the 
"  road.  The  illand  is  principally  refrefhed  by 
<c  the  morning  dews,  which  at  certain  feafons 
"  fall  plentifully  ;  yet  it  is  a  fertile  delightful 
"  place,  abounding  with  orange,  lemon  and 
"  cotton  trees  :  the  vallics  yield  rice,  beans, 
"  fugar-canes,  &c.  which  turn  to  very  good 
"  account  :  the  tops  of  the  hills  are  crowned 
"  with  trees,  and  the  turf  ftrewed  with  a  varie- 
"  ty  of  the  molt  beautiful  llowers." 

"  While  we  ftaid  here  the  ihips  took  in  wood, 
"  water,  and  frefh  provifions,  together  with 
"  every  fort  of  fruit  produced  at  St.  Jago,  which 
"  were  fo  amazingly  cheap,  that  I  bought  a 
"  hundred  fweet  oranges  tor  half  a  paper  of 
"  pins,  and  for  the  other  half,  five  fat  fowls." 

"  On  the  nineteenth  of  March  we  failed  from 
"  the  harbour  of  Braya.  After  fuffering  feveral 
"  tempefts  of  thunder  and  lightning,  on  the 
"  ninth  of  April,  a  large  flafh,  followed  by  a 
"  noife  like  that  of  the  report  of  a  cannon,  fiar- 
"  tied  all  on  board.  The  captain,  who  was  at 
"  breakfall  in  the  cabin,  imagining  that  fome- 
"  body  had  prefumed  to  dilcharge  one  oi  the 
"  great  guns,  ran  in  a  rage  to  punifh  fuch  rafh- 
"  nefs,  when  he  found  the  foremaft  fhattered 
"  by  thunder  -,  but  no  hurt  was  done  to  any  on 
"  board.  When  we  came  to  confider  the  rifk 
**  of  the  powder-room,  in  which  we  had  three 
"  thoufand  quintals  of  that  dangerous  commo- 
"  dity,  every  man's  heart  funk  within  him  •, 
"  and,  I  dare  fay,  felt  fome  fenfations  of  grati- 
"  tude  to  the  author  of  our  prefervation." 

"  On  the  tenth  of  June  we  dilcovered  the 
"  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  the  next  day  ar- 
"  rived  fafe  in  the  harbour.  Being  introduced 
"  to  the  governor,  that  gentleman  on  fight  of 
"  my  recommendatory  letters,  treated  me  in  a 
"  very  friendly  and  affable  manner,  and  foon 
"  afiisTied  me  a  commodious  abode." 

Thus  far  we  have  given  a  literal  tranflation  of 
our  author  :  we  fhall  now  proceed  without  that 
ftricfh  adherence  to  his  very  words  ;  and  when  it 
will  beft  aniwer  the  purpofe  of  a  concife  and  im- 
partial defcription,  we  fhall  adopt  his  language 
again. 

The  cape  of  Good  Hope  was  difcovered  by 
the  Portuguefe  as  early  as  the  year  1493,  but 
none  of  them  landed  till  1498,  when  Rio  D'ln- 
fante,  on  his  voyage  to  India,  wentonfhore,  and 
when  he  returned  gave  fo  advantageous  an  ac- 
count of  the  place  to  Emanuel  king  of  Portugal, 
that  his  majefty  propofed  to  form  a  fettlement 
there  •,  but  this  was  not  carried  into  execu- 
tion. 

After  fome  time  Francifco  d'Almadei,  viceroy 
of  Brafil,  returning  from  thence  with  a  fleet  to- 
wards Portugal,  fteered  his  courfe  by  the  Cape, 
and  calling  anchor  there,  lent  a  party  on  fhore 
to  traffic  for  cattle  ;  but  the  natives  drove  them 
back  to  their  fhips. 

Hereupon  the  viceroy  was  perfuaded  to  land 
them  again  with  a  large  reinforcement,  and  to 
put  himfelf,  with  eleven  captains  of  the  fleet,  at 
their  head,  by  way  of  encouraging  the  men  : 
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but  the  viceroy  feemed  to  forefee  the  approach- 
ing misfortune  •,  for  being  got  into  the  long-boat 
he  exclaimed  with  a  dejected  countenance,  "  Ah! 
whither  do  you  carry  feventy  years  ?"  for  that 
was  his  age. 

When  they  were  lanced,  one  of  the  Portu- 
guefe iailors  refufing  to  give  a  pair  of  brafs  buck- 
les to  one  of  the  Hottentots,  the  refufal  was 
taken  as  an  rfl'ront,  which  war,  made  the  founda- 
tion of  a  quarrel  ;  and  the  Hottentots  attacked 
the  Portuguefe  fo  furioufly,  that  fevcnty-five  of 
them,  among  whom  was  the  viceroy,  were  kil- 
led on  the  i'pot,  and  the  reft  fled  to  their  fhips 
in  great  diforder. 

Mortified  at  this  difgrace,  the  Portuguefe  de- 
termined on  revenge,  and  after  two  or  three 
years,  a  fleet  on  its  way  to  the  Indies  anchored 
again  at  the  Cape,  and  the  Portuguefe  knowing 
the  efteem  that  the  natives  had  for  brafs,  landed 
a  large  brafs  cannon,  loadtd  with  ftveral  heavy 
jails,  and  fattened  two  long  ropes  to  the  moutli 
of  it. 

The  Hottentots,  overjoyed  at  receiving  fo 
fo  large  a  piece  of  their  favourite  metal,  follow- 
ed the  directions  of  the  Portuguefe  in  laying  hold 
of  the  ropes  in  great  numbers,  in  order  to  drag 
it  along  :  thus  a  large  body  of  them  extended 
in  two  files  all  the  length  of  the  ropes,  full  in 
the  range  of  the  flioi,  when  the  cannon  being 
fuddenly  difcharged,  a  dreadful  (laughter  was 
made,  and  thofe  who  efcaped  thefhot,  fled  with 
the  utmoft  confirmation  up  the  country. 

After  this  infernal  inftance  of  barbarity  and 
cowardice  the  Portugutie  reimbarked  at  their 
leifure  ;  and  from  that  time  to  the  prefent  the 
Hottentots  have  had  an  inluperable  averfion  to 
the  fight  or  touch  of  fire-arms. 

We  do  not  learn  that  any  Europeans  after- 
wards landed  at  the  Cape  till  about  the  year 
160©,  when  the  Englifh,  Dutch,  and  French  vi- 
fited  it  in  their  voyages  to  and  from  the  Eaft 
Indies  :  but  in  the  year  1650,  a  Dutch  fleet  an- 
choring before  it,  Mr.  Van  Riebeek,  a  furgeon 
on  board,  obicrving  that  the  foil  was  fertile,  the 
harbour  convenient,  the  country  abounding  iri 
cattle,  and  that  the  people  were  tradable,  made 
his  remarks  in  writing,  and  on  his  return  to  Hol- 
land laid  them  before  the  directors  of  the  India 
Company,  who  having  fully  confidered  the 
affair,  came  to  a  refolution  of  attempting  a  fet- 
tlement at  the  cape  immediately. 

In  coniequence  hereof  four  (hips  were  inftant- 
ly  ordered  out  on  that  delign,  with  artificers  and 
other  hands,  and  all  the  materials  and  inftru- 
ments  proper  for  fuch  an  expedition.  The  fur- 
geon Van  Riebeek  was  appointed  governor  and 
commander  in  chiet  of  the  intended  lettlement, 
with  power  to  treat  with  the  Plottentots,  in  fuch 
manner  as  he  might  think  proper. 

Mr.  Van  Riebeek  arrived  fafe  at  the  Cape 
with  thefe  four  fhips,  and  fo  captivated  the  na- 
tives by  his  addrefs  and  good  humour,  and  with 
the  prefents  of  tobacco,  brandy,  beads,  and  brafs 
toys,  which  he  gave  them,  that  a  treaty  was  im- 
mediately concluded ;  and  in  return  for  toys 
and  commodities  which  he  delivered  to  the  na- 
tives, to  the  value  of  fifty  thoufand  Guilders, 
they  granted  full  liberty  to  the  Dutch  to  fettle 
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there,  refigned  to  them  a  part  of  the  country, 
and  a  trade  was  eftablifhed  with  them  on  a  folid 
foundation. 

Thefe  regulations  being  made,  Mr.  Van  Rie- 
beck  raifed  a  iquare  fort,  and  built  within  it 
dwelling  houfes,  warehoufes,  and  an  hofpital 
for  the  reception  of  the  lick. ;  adding  proper  out- 
works to  this  fort,  to  fecure  it  from  the  attacks 
of  any  Europeans  who  might  happen  to  land 
there. 

His  next  bufinefs  was  to  fet  the  feeds  he  had 
brought  from  Holland,  on  a  piece  of  ground 
two  leagues  up  the  country,  partly  fituated  on  a 
hill,  and  partly  in  a  vale,  dividing  the  ground 
into  a  fruit,  a  flower,  a  kitchen  garden,  and  a 
vineyard. 

As  every  thing  profpered  amazingly,  the 
company  offered  fixty  acres  of  land  to  every 
peribn  who  would  fettle  at  the  cape,  on  the  con- 
dition that,  within  three  years,  he  Ihould  not  only 
maintain  himfelf  upon  it,  but  likewife  contribute, 
in  a  certain  proportion,  to  the  fupport  of  the 
garrifon  :  but  every  man,  at  the  end  of  that  term, 
was  left  at  liberty  to  fell  or  transfer  his  land,  and 
to  leave  the  fettlement. 

In  confequence  of  thefe  encouraging  propo- 
fals,  and  of  the  afiiftance  given  to  thofe  who  were 
not  able  to  furniih  themlelves  with  proper  uten- 
fils,  tools  and  inftruments  of  husbandry,  great 
numbers  went  to  the  Cape,  and  the  fettlement 
foon  began  to  make  a  confiderable  figure  :  but 
in  the  mean  time  there  was  a  growing  evil,  a- 
gainft  which  no  provifion  had  been  made  :  Eu- 
ropean women  were  very  fcarce,  and  the  few 
who  were  there  weie  wives  who  had  fettled  with 
their  hufbands ;  while  there  were  numbers  of 
young  fellows  each  on  his  farm,  and  in  a  good 
way  of  living,  who  wanted  wives,  not  only  for 
fenfual  gratifications,  but  for  the  fake  of  dome- 
ftick  afiiftance  and  for  ifiue,  and  yet  had  an  aver- 
tion  to  marry  the  Hottentot  women. 

An  account  of  this  grievance  being  tranfmit- 
ted  to  Amfterdam,  large  numbers  of  young  wo- 
men were  fent  over  to  the  Cape,  where  the  go- 
vernor bellowed  them  on  fuch  as  wanted  wives, 
allowing  them  to  pleafe  their  feveral  fancies  and 
inclinations  as  far  as  lay  in  his  power. 

By  thefe  means  the  fettlement  was  firmly  efta- 
bliftied,  and  being  ftill  joined  by  other  fettlers, 
the  Dutch  in  a  few  years  extended  themlelves  in 
new  colonies  along  the  coaft. 

At  prefent  they  form  four  principal  fettle- 
ments,  the  ftrft  of  which  is  at  the  Cape,  where 
there  are  three  grand  forts,  and  the  capital  city, 
which  is  alfo  called  the  Cape,  in  which  and  its 
neighbourhood  are  alfo  many  handfome  edifices, 
with  all  kinds  of  accomodations  -,  the  fecond  is 
the  Hellenbogifh,  the  third  the  Drakenfton,  and 
the  fourth  tne  Waverifh  Colony.  The  com- 
pany have  alfo  made  provifion  for  a  future  in- 
creafe  of  people,  by  purchafing  all  the  tracl  of 
land  called  Terra  du  Natal,  lying  between  the 
Cape  and  Mofambique,  for  which  they  paid  to 
the  value  of  thirty  thoufand  guilders  in  utenfils 
toys,  and  commodities  •,  fo  that  the  prefent  ex- 
tent of  the  province  is  very  confiderable. 

The  greater  part  of  the  country  about  the 
cape  is  full  of  rocks  and  mountainsj  which,  be- 


j  ing  viewed  only  at  a  diftance,  were,  for  a  long 
I  while  after  the  difcovery,  confidered  as  barren  ; 
but  this  is  not  the  cafe,  for  they  are  covered  with 
rich  meadows,  every  where  adorned  with  a  va- 
riety of  flowers  of  uncommon  beauty  and  fra- 
grance, and  abound  with  fine  fp rings  which  run 
in  numerous  {breams  to  the  vallies. 

In  fine  weather  thefe  mountains  may  be  feen 
at  fea  at  the  diftance  of  fifteen  leagues.  Groves, 
that  fupply  the  joiners  and  turners  with  excellent 
wood,  are  interfperfed  on  their  fkirts.  The  plains 
and  vallies  confift  of  delightful  meadow  lands, 
fo  profufely  gay  as  to  charm  the  eye  of  the  be- 
holder. They  are  fev'ery  where  adorned  with 
beautiful  trees,  plants  and  flowers  of  the  moll 
delightful  fmell ;  among  which  are  the  aloe,  and 
other  curious  trees  and  herbs: 

The  richnefs  of  the  foil  is  fuch  as  to  be  capa- 
ble of  every  kind  of  culture  ;  it  bears  all  forts 
of  grain  and  fruit  trees.  The  country  abounds 
with  fait,  and  hot  baths  of  mineral  waters,  that 
have  been  found  efficacious  in  feveral  diforders  : 
however,  the  regions  about  the  cape  are  fubje£t 
to  boifterous  winds  that  commonly  blow  from 
the  north-weft  while  the  fun  is  in  the  northern 
figns,  and  from  the  fouth-eaft  while  in  the 
fouthern  :  but  though  thefe  winds  frequently  da- 
mage the  trees  and  corn,  they  ferve  to  purge  the 
air,  and  contribute  to  the  health  cf  the  inhabi- 
tants, who,  after  a  calm  of  a  week  or  ten  days, 
are  commonly  afflidled  with  the  head-ach  and 
other  diforders,  which  vanifh  on  the  return  of 
the  winds. 

The  Hottentots  have  been  reprefented  by  fome 
writers,  as  fo  brutal  as  to  be  almoft  incapable  of 
reflection,  as  having  no  fenie  of  religion,  nor 
the  leaft  notion  of  order  or  decency,  and  hardly 
pofiefling  any  glimpfe  of  realbn  or  humanity  : 
"  but  this,"  fays  our  author,  whofe  words  we 
fhall  now  follow,  "  is  far  from  being  true.  I 
"  have  known  many  of  them  who  underftood 
"  Dutch,  French,  and  Portuguefe  to  a  degree 
"  of  perfedion  •,  and  one  I  knew,  who  learnt 
"  Englilh  and  Portuguefe  in  a  very  fhort  time, 
"  and  having  conquered  the  habits  of  pronun- 
"  ciation  contracted  from  his  native  language, 
"  was  laid  by  good  judges  to  underftand  and 
"  fpeak  them  with  a  furprizing  readinefs  and 
"  propriety. 

"  They  are,  perhaps,  the  mod  faithful  fer- 
"  vants  in  the  world.  The  Europeans  at  the 
"  Cape  are  fo  fond  of  them  in  that  capacity, 
"  that  they  are  loth  to  part  with  them.  Tho* 
"  they  are  infinitely  fond  of  wine,  brandy  and 
"  tobacco,  and  will  at  any  time  part  with  the 
"  moft  valuable  things  they  have  to  purchafe 
"  them,  yet  they  will  neither  diminilh  them 
"  themlelves,  nor  fuffer  any  one  elfe  to  diminilh 
"  the  leaft  drop  or  part  of  thefe  commodities, 
"  when  they  are  committed  to  their  truft.  It  is 
"  furprizing  to  fee  the  care  and  fidelity  with 
"  which  they  acquit  themfelves  on  thefe  occa- 
"  fions." 

"  They  are  even  employed  by  the  Europeans 
"  in  affairs  that  require  judgment  and  capacity. 
"  A  Hottentot,  named  Cloas,  had  fuch  inte- 
"  grity  and  difcernment,  that  he  was  often  en- 
"  truflxd  by  Mr.  Vander  Stel,  the  late  governor 
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at  the  cape,  with  large  quantities  of  wine, 
brandy,  rice,  and  other  commodities,  and  di- 
rected to  exchange  them  for  cattle  among  the 
Hottentot  nations  at  a  great  diftance  from  the 
cape,  attended  by  a  guard  of  two  armed  men 
of  the  governor's  own  people.  He  executed 
his  commissions  with  addrefs  and  reputation, 
and  "-enerally  returned  the  governor  more 
and  finer  cattle  than  the  commodities  he  car- 
ried out  could  be  judged  to  be  worth.  To 
thefe  qualities  he  joined  the  greateft  humanity 
and  good  nature  ;  and  notwithstanding  the 
ignorance  in  which  he  was  born,  and  in  which 
with  refpect  to  religion,  he  always  lived,  was 
a  man  of  excellent  morals,  and  had  perhaps 
as  much  charity  and  benevolence  as  the  beft 
of  us  all.  Many  an  European  in  diftrefs  has 
been  relieved  by  this  generous,  good-natured 
creature,  who,  by  means  of  a  han  'fome  ftock 
of  cattle,  in  which  the  wealth  of  the  Hotten- 
tots chiefly  consists,  was  very  able  to  lend 
them  his  affiftance." 

"  Notwithstanding  what  has  been  faid,  the 
Hottentots  feem  to  place  their  whole  earthly 
happinds  in  floth  and  indolence.  They  can 
think  to  the  purpofe,  if  they  pleafe  •,  but 
they  hate  the  trouble  of  thought,  and  look 
upon  every  degree  of  reafoning  as  a  torment- 
ing agitation  of  the  mind  :  they  therefore  ne- 
ver reafon  but  in  cafe  of  neceflity  ;  that  is 
when  it  is  requifite  to  remove  fome  prefixing 
want  of  their  own  or  their  friends.  If  the 
Hottentot  is  not  roufed  by  fome  prefent  appe- 
tite or  necefiity,  he  is  as  deaf  both  to  thought 
and  action  as  a  log  •,  when  urged  by  thefe,  he 
is  all  activity  :  but  when  thefe  are  gratified, 
and  his  obligation  to  ferve  is  at  an  end,  he 
retires  to  enjoy  again  his  beloved  idlenefs." 
"  Some  authors  have  faid,  that  all  the  Hot- 
tentots devour  the  entrails  of  beafts,  unckanf- 
ed  of  their  filth  and  excrements,  half  broiled  •, 
and  that  whether  found  or  rotten,  they  confi- 
der  them  as  the  greateft  delicacies  in  the 
world  :  but  this  is  not  true  ;  I  always  found, 
that  when  they  had  entrails  to  eat,  they  turn- 
ed and  itripped  them  of  their  filth,  and  wafhed 
them  in  clean  water.  They  then  boiled  them 
in  the  blood  of  the  beaft,  if  they  had  any  •,  if 
not,  they  gave  them  a  thorough  broiling. 
This,  however,  is  not  done  in  fo  nafty  a  man- 
ner as  to  make  an  European  loath  their  vic- 
tuals." 

"  But  uncleanly  as  their  manner  of  drefiing 
their  provisions  is,  thofe  who  keep  to  the  diet 
of  the  country  have  few  difeafes,  and  live  to 
an  extreme  old  age  :  but  thofe  who  drink 
wine,  brandy,  or  other  ftrong  liquors,  suffer 
difeafes  before  unknown  to  them,  and  ftiort- 
en  their  days  :  even  the  meat  dreffed  and  fea- 
foned  after  the  European  manner  is  very  per- 
nicious, with  refpect  to  them." 
"  What  chiefly  renders  the  Hottentots  a  nafty 


*  I  cannot  but  think  that   Mr.  Kolben   has   here 

given  a  very  abfurd  reafon 1  believe  that  the  more 

care  is-taken  in   fwathing  and   binding  children,  the 
more  liable  they  are  to  be  crooked — it  feldom  happens 
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generation,  is  a  cuftom  obferved  from  their 
infancy  of  befmearing  their  bodies  and  appa- 
rel, which  is  only  a  fkin  thrown  over  their 
fhoulders  and  another  round  their  waift,  with 
mutton  fat,  marrow  or  butter,  mixed  with 
the  foot  that  gathers  round  their  boiling  pots, 
in  order  to  make  them  look  black,  they  being 
naturally  of  a  nut  or  olive  colour." 
"  This  cuftom  is  repeated  as  often  as  the 
greafe  is  dried  up  by  the  fun  or  duft,  if  they 
are  able  to  get  either  fat  or  butter.  The 
meaner  fort  are  moftly  obliged  to  make  ufe  of 
that  which  is  rank  ;  but  the  more  wealthy  al- 
ways befmear  themfelves  with  the  freftieft  and 
choicest  that  can  be  had.  No  part  of  the  body 
from  the  crown  of  the  head  to  the  fole  of  the 
foot  efcapestliis  paint;  their  fkins  are  thorough- 
ly daubed  with  it.  The  richer  they  are,  the 
more  fat  and  butter  they  employ  ;  for  this  is 
the  grand  diftinction  tecween  the  rich  and  the 
poor  ;  but  they  abominate  the  fat  of  fifti." 
"  This  rubbing  and  greafing  promotes  the 
fupplenefs  and  activity  of  the  body  ;  and  the 
Hottentots,  though  a  lazy  race,  are  perhaps 
the  fwifteft  of  foot  in  the  world  :  for  they  not 
only  dart  away  from  the  fwifteft  European, 
but  frequently  out-run  a  very  fleet  horfe. 
Besides,  living  almoft  naked  in  a  region  where 
the  fun's  heat  is  very  great  all  the  year  round, 
by  clofing  their  pores  with  greafe,  they  prevent 
that  exceflive  perfpiration  which  would,  in 
all  probability  exhauft  and  destroy  them." 
"  What  renders  them  moft  diiagreeable  is 
their  suffering  their  woolly  hair  to  be  matted 
together  with  fat  and  dirt,  their  offenfive 
fmell,  arising  from  thefe  uncleanly  cuftoms, 
and  their  abominable  loufinefs.  Add  to  this, 
their  language  is  a  compofition  of  the  ftrang- 
eit  founds  that  were  ever  uttered  by  any  peo- 
ple, and  their  pronunciation  depends  upon 
fuch  collisions  of  the  tongue  againit  the  palate, 
and  upon  fuch  ftrange  vibrations  and  inflec- 
tion of  that  member,  as  a  ftranger  cannot  ea- 
sily imitate,  and  neither  themfelves,  nor  hard- 
ly any  one  elfe  can  defcribe." 
"  Thefe  people  are,  however,  neither  fo 
fmall  of  ftature,  nor  fo  deformed  and  wrink- 
led as  they  have  been  defcribed  by  fome  au- 
thors :  for  moft  of  the  men  are  from  five  to 
fix  feet  high,  but  the  women  are  a  great  deal 
lefs.  Both  fexes  are  very  erect  and  well 
made,  keeping  a  due  medium  between  being 
fat  and  lean.  There  is  not  a  crooked  limb 
or  other  piece  of  deformity  among  them, 
which  is  the  more  remarkable,  as  they  do  not 
take  near  fo  much  care  of  their  children  as  the 
European  women.* 

"  Their  heads  being  generally  large,  their 
eyes  are  fo  in  proportion.  Their  general  snein 
is  fo  far  from  being  wild  and  terrible,  that  it 
is  fweet  and  compofed,  and  declarative  of  the 
higheft  benevolence  and  good  nature.     The 


that  thofe  who  are  left  to  the  free  ufe  of  their  limbs 
are  deformed — this  carelefsnefs  therefore  of  the  Hotten- 
tot women,  is  the  true  caufe  that  all  the  children  have 
the  proper  fliape. 

"  worft 
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"  worft  features  they  have  are  their  large  flat 
"  nofes,  and  their  thick  lips,  efpecially  the  up- 
"  permoft  •,  but  the  flatnefs  of  their  nofes  is  not 
"  natural,  but  caufed  by  art.  Their  teeth  are 
"  as  white  as  ivory,  and  their  cheeks  have  fome- 
"  thing  of  the  cherry  ;  but  from  their  continual 
"  dawbings  it  is  not  eafily  difcerned.  The 
"  men  have  large  broad  feet,  but  thofe  of  the 
"  women  are  fin  all  and  tender  •,  and  neither 
"  men  nor  women  cut  the  nails  of  their  fingers 
"  or  toes." 

"  What  is  very  extraordinary,  all  the  Hotten- 
"  tot  women  are  diftinguifhed  by  having  a  broad 
"  callous  kind  of  flap  growing  to  their  bellies, 
"  which  feems  intended  by  nature  to  hide  what 
"  other  nations  are  taught  moll:  carefully  to 
"  conceal ;  and  fome  of  them  have  it  fo  large, 
"  that  it  cannot  be  covered  by  the  piece  of 
"  fheep-fkin  they  wear  before  them,  it  being 
"  often  fcen  below  it.  This  no  Hottentot  con- 
"  fiders  as  a  deformity  ;  but  through  their  nafti- 
"  nefs  and  daubings,  it  is  always  in  fuch  a  con- 
"  dition,  as  to  make  an  European  loath  the  fight 
"  of  it  :  yet  for  a  little  tobacco  they  will  fuffer 
"  a  perfon  to  handle  and  examine  it.  Theve- 
"  not,  in  his  travels,  fays  the  Negro,  Egyptian, 
"  and  the  women  of  fome  other  nations,  are  fub- 
"  ject  to  the  like  excrefcence  ;  but  that  they  ftop 
"  the  growth  of  it  very  early  by  fearing  :  this 
"  may  probably  be  done  from  their  confidering 
"  it  as  a  deformity,'1 

"  In  hot  weather  the  men  constantly  go  with- 
"  out  any  other  covering  on  their  heads,  than 
"  the  compofition  of  fat,  foot  and  dirt,  with 
"  which  their  hair  is  matted  together  ;  for  they 
"  fay  that  the  fat  keeps  their  heads  cool  under 
"  the  fierceft  fun-beams  ;  but  in  the  cold  fea- 
"  ions,  and  in  wet  weather,  they  wear  caps 
"  made  of  cat  or  lamb  ikins,  which  they  tie  on 
"  with  two  firings  •,  but  the  face  and  fore-part 
"  of  the  neck  of  the  men  are  always  uncovered. 
"  About  the  man's  neck  hangs  a  little  greafy 
"  bag,  in  which  he  carries  his  pipe  and  tobac- 
"  co,  with  a  little  piece  of  wood  of  a  finger's 
"  length,  burnt  at  both  ends,  as  an  amulet 
"  againft  witchcraft." 

"  Their  Krofies,  as  they  term  them,  or  the 
"  mantles  they  hang  over  their  Ihoulders,  are 
"  worn  open  or  cloied  according  to  the  feafon. 
"  The  krofies  of  the  molt  wealthy  are  of  tyger 
"  or  wild-cat  Ikins  •,  and  thofe  of  the  common 
"  people  of  fheep-fkins  :  in  winter  they  turn  the 
"  hairy  fide  inwards,  and  in  fummer  turn  itout- 
"  wards.  They  lie  upon  them  in  the  night, 
"  and  when  they  die,  they  are  tied  up  and  bu- 
"  ried  in  them." 

"  They  generally  wear  three  rings  of  ivory 
"  upon  the  left  arm  ;  thefe  they  form  from  the 
"  elephants  teeth  they  find  in  the  woods,  which 
"  they  cut  into  rings,  and  finifh  with  fuch  art 
"  and  exa&nefs  as  would  furprize  the  ableft 
"  turner  in  Europe.  Thefe  rings,  or  bracelets, 
"  ferve  as  guards  when  they  fight  againft  an  ene- 
"  my,  and  when  they  travel,  they  fallen  a  bag 
"  to  them  for  the  conveyance  of  their  Viati- 
"  cum,  which  they  fix  fo  cleverly  that  it  is 
"  hardly  any  incumbrance.  Round  their  waifts 
"  hang  what  they   call  a   kull-crofs,   a  fquare 


"  piece  of  the  (kin  of  a  wild  beaft,  generally  of  a 
"  wild  cat,  tied  on  with  the  hairy  fide  out- 
"  ward." 

"  When  they  drive  their  herds  to  pafture, 
"  they  put  on  a  kind  of  leather  ftockings  to  fe- 
"  cure  their  legs  from  being  fcratched  with  bri- 
"  ers  and  thorns.  When  they  are  to  pafs  over 
"  rocks  and  fands,  they  put  on  a  kind  of  fan- 
"  dais,  cut  out  of  the  raw  hide  of  an  ox  or  ele- 
"  phant,  each  confifting  of  only  one  piece  turn- 
"  ing  up  about  half  an  inch  quite  round  the 
"  foot  with  the  hairy  fide  outward,  and  faften- 
"  ed  on  with  firings. 

"  The  women  wear  caps  all  the  year  round, 
"  made  of  the  (kins  of  wild  beafts,  that  point  up 
"  fpirally  from  the  crown  of  the  head.  They 
"  generally  wear  two  krofies  round  their  fhould- 
"  ers,  which,  like  thofe  of  the  men,  cover  their 
"  backs,  and  fometimes  reach  down  to  their 
"  hands.  Between  thefe  krolTes  they  faften  a 
"  fucking  child,  if  they  have  one,  with  the 
"  headjuit  peeping  over  their  fhoulders.  The 
"  under  krofle  ferves  to  prevent  their  bodies 
"  being  hurt  by  the  children  at  their  backs. 
"  About  their  neck  is  tied  a  firing  to  which  is 
"  faftened  a  leather  bag,  which  they  conftantly 
"  wear  from  morning  till  night,  both  at  home 
"  and  abroad  ;  it  contains  fome  kind  of  food,  a. 
"  pipe,  tobacco,  &e. 

"  The  girls,  from  their  infancy  to  twelve  years 
"  of  age,  wear  bulrufhes  tied  in  rings  round 
"  their  legs  from  their  knees  down  to  their  an- 
"  cles.  Thefe  bulrufh  rings  are  then  laid  afide, 
"  and  their  place  is  fupplied  by  rings  of  the 
"  thick  nefs  of  a  little  finger,  made  of  fheep  or 
"  calf- ikins,  from  which  the  hair  is  finged  •,  for 
"  the  Hottentot  fheep  have  nothing  like  wool." 
"  Some  of  the  women  have  above  an  hundred 
"  of  thefe  rings  upon  each  leg,  fo  curioufly  join- 
"  ed,  and  fo  nicely  fitted  to  the  leg,  and  to  each 
"  other,  that  they  feera  like  curious  pieces  of 
"  turnery.  They  are  fmooth,  and  as  hard  as 
"  wood,  and  make  a  clattering  noife  in  dancing. 
"  Thefe  rings  are  kept  from  flipping  over  their 
"  heels  by  wrappers  of  leather  or  rufhes  about 
"  their  ancles  •,  and  as  the  women  are  obliged 
"  every  day  to  walk  through  bufhes  and  bram- 
"  bles  to  gather  roots  and  other  things  for  food> 
"  they  preferve  their  legs  from  being  torn  by  the 
"  thorns  and  briers. 

"  Thefe  rings  are  one  great  diftinction  of  their 
"  fex,  and  are  confidercd  as  very  ornamental ; 
"  for  the  more  rings  they  wear,  the  finer  they 
"  are  reckoned  :  but  this  is  not  all  ;  they  are 
"  provifions  againft  a  time  of  hunger  and  great 
"  fcarcity  ■>  for  when  that  arrives,  they  pull 
"  them  ofFand  eat  them. 

"  But  the  principal  part  of  the  finery  of  both 
"  fexes  among  the  Hottentots  are  brafs  buttons, 
"  and  plates  of  the  fame  metal,  which  they  buy 
"  of  the  Dutch,  and  then  polifh  to  an  amazing 
"  luftre  ;  thefe  dangle  in  the  men's  hair  :  they 
"  are  alio  extremely  fond  of  bits  of  looking- 
"  glafs,  which  they  likewife  fix  in  their  hair, 
"  and  confider  as  very  fplendid  ornaments.  Dia- 
"  monds  are  not  more  admired  in  Europe,  than 
"  thefe  trinkets  in  the  Hottentot  nations. 

"  They  wear  fmall  ear-rings   made  of  brafs 

"  wire, 
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"  wire,  which  they  always  polifti  very  neatly  ; 
"  and  to  thefe  rings  the  moil  wealthy  and  emi- 
*'  nent  hang  bits  of  mother  of  pearl,  to  which 
"  they  have  the  art  of  giving  a  curious  fhape  and 
"  polifli.  Thefe  are  advantages  in  point  of  or- 
*'  nament,  of  which  they  are  extremely  proud  : 
"  for  they  imagine  they  draw  upon  them  the 
"  admiration  of  all  who  behold  them." 

"  To  their  commerce  with  the  Europeans 
"  they  owe  likewife  feveral  other  ornaments  for 
"  the  body,  as  brals  and  glals  beads,  of  which 
«'  they  are  extravagantly  fond.  Hardly  a  Hot- 
**  tentot  of  either  lex  can  be  met  with,  who  is 
"  not  adorned  with  fome  of  them  :  but  the  pre- 
"  ference  is  universally  given  to  beads  of  brafs, 
'*  becaule  they  are  not  lb  liable  to  break  as  thole 
*'  of  glafs.  They  wear  them  in  necklaces,  brace- 
«•  lets  and  girdles  ;  of  which  every  one  has  more 
**  or  lels  according  to  his  ability.  They  chufe 
**  the  fmalleft  beads  they  can  meet  with  for  the 
"  neck  and  arms,  and  wear  the  large  ones  about 
"  their  wailt.  Some  wear  half  a  dozen  neck- 
"  laces  together,  and  others  more,  lb  large  that 
"  they  fait  very  gracefully  to  their  navels.  They 
"  likewife  cover  their  arms  with  bracelets  from 
**  their  elbows  to  their  wriits,  and  wear  half  a 
"  dozen  or  more  fixings  of  beads  about  their 
"  waiits,  which  are  the  largeft  they  can  get,  and 
"  ftained  of  various  colours.  For  thefe  orna- 
"  ments  the  Hottentots  part  with  their  cattle 


very  freely.  If  they  ferve  the  Europeans; 
they  always  Stipulate  for  fome  ear-rings,  and 
even  if  the  fervice  be  but  for  a  week  or  a  day; 
they  hardly  ever  fail  in  the  bargain  to  article 
for  beads." 

"  It  is  an  invariable  cuftom  among  the  men 
to  wear  bladders  of  the  wild  beafts  they  have 
(lain,  blown  up  and  fallened  to  their  hair; 
where  they  hang  as  honourable  trophies  of 
their  prowefs." 

"  But  with  all  this  finery  the  men  do  hot  reck- 
on themlelves  compleatly  drellcd,  unlefs  their 
hair  be  alio  lavilhly  powdered  with  a  pulve- 
rized herb  called  Buchu  ;  and  this  being  done, 
they  are  beaus  and  grandees,  and  appear  in 
their  utmoll  magnificence." 
"  As  the  hair  or  the  women  is  conftantly  hid 
under  their  caps,  they  lay  this  powder  as  thick 
as  they  can  upon  their  foreheads,  where  be- 
ing rubbed  into  the  greafe,  it  Hicks  very  firm- 
ly. The  women  alio  paint  their  faces  with  a 
red  earth,  with  which  they  make  a  fpot  over 
each  eye,  one  upon  the  ncfe,  one  upon  each, 
cheek,  and  one  upon  the  chin.  Thele  red 
fpots  they  confider  as  Unking  beauties,  and 
therefore  this  is  their  conftant  practice,  when 
they  ar=  called  to  mirthful  aliemblies,  or  in- 
tend to  make  a  conqueft  :  but  whatever  the 
Hottentot  men  may  think  of  a  woman  thus 
painted,  they  appear  frightful  to  an  European. 


CHAP.       II, 

Account  of the  feveral  nations  of  the  Hottentots,  their  government,  laws,  rdi.ion,  ceremonies , 
and  cujiojns  ;  defcription  of  their  manner  of  roajling  their  cattle,  and  building  their 
Kraals. 


HAVING  given  an  account,  in  the  words 
of  our  author,  of  the  perfons  and  drefTes 
of  the   Hottentots  in  general,  we  (hall 
now  take  a  furvey  of  the  feveral  nations  into 
which  they  are  divided,  and  of  their  different 
laws  and  government. 

The  firir.  which  we  fhall  mention  is  the  Gun- 
jeman  nation,  who  fold  their  territories  to  the 
Dutch,  with  whom  they  ftill  live  in  a  promifcuous 
manner,  but  hold  fome  part  of  their  antient  po- 
feflions. 

To  the  northward,  and  bordering  upon  thefe, 
is  the  Kochaqua  nation,  in  whofe  dominions  are 
extenfive  me:.dow  lands,  held  by  fuch  Europe- 
ans as  make  it  their  bufinefs  to  fupply  the  com- 
pany's fliips  with  provifions  ;  and  here  are  feve- 
ral fine  fait  pits  which  belong  to  the  Dutch.  The 
Kochaquas  ftill  pofiefs  moft  of  the  land,  and, 
like  the  other  Hottentot  nations,  remove  with 
their  cots  and  catde  from  one  part  of  their  ter- 
ritories to  another,  for  the  conveniency  of  paftu- 
rage. 

"When  the  grafs  is  too  old  and  rank  they  burn 
it  to  the  ground,  and  then  leaving  the  place,  re- 
turn by  the  time  it  grows  up  again,  which   is 
very  foon  -,  for  the  afties  of  the  grafs  enrich  ;he 
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foil,  which  is  often  refrefhed  with  rains.  By  this 
pracYice  of  burning  the  grafs,  which  grows  thick 
and  high,  the  country  is  fometimes  in  a  blaze  for 
feveral  miles  round. 

The  Europeans  at  the  cape  imitate  the  Hot- 
tentots in  this  particular,  only  they  make  ditches 
round  the  grafs  they  would  burn,  to  ftop  the 
progrefs  of  the  flames ;  but  the  Hottentots  do 
not  give  themlelves  fo  much  trouble: 

The  Sufiaquas  or  Safliquas  are  a  nation  fitua- 
ted  to  the  northward  of  the  Kochaquas  at  fome 
diftance  from  Saldhana  bay.  They  were  a  nume- 
rous people,  and  had  great  numbers  of  cattle, 
till  they  were  plundered  and  difperfed  by  the 
Dutch  freebooters,  who  in  the  infancy  of  this 
fettlement  ravaged  feveral  Hottentot  nations. 

This  territory,  being  thus  thinly  peopled,  has 
but  few  villages  -,  and  there  is  but  little  fpring- 
water  in  all  the  country.  It  is  mountainous,  but 
affords  plenty  of  grafs,  not  only  in  the  vallies, 
but  on  the  tops  of  the  mountains,  both  which 
are  befpread  with  flowers,  and  fragrant  herbs. 

Bordering  on  thefe  people  are  the  Udiquas  or 
Odiquas.     Thefe  and  the  Safliquas  formerly  en- 
tered into  a  confederacy  againft  their  neighbours 
the  Chirignquasj  with  whom  they  have  had  ma- 
ny 
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ny  long  and  bloody  wars  •,  but  the  Dutch 
have  found  means  to  mediate  a  peace  between 
them. 

The  Chirigriquas,  who  are  next,  extend  a- 
long  the  bay  of  St.  Helen's,  and  area  numerous 
people,  remarkable  for  their  dexterity  and 
ftrength  of  body.  The  foil  of  their  country  is 
greatly  fuperior  to  that  poffefled  by  the  two  laft 
mentioned  nations.  It  is  famous  for  the  ele- 
phart  river  running  through  it,  which  is  fo  cal- 
led from  the  number  of  thofe  animals  near  its 
banks.  This  territory  is  covered  with  moun- 
tains which  have  fine  meadows  on  their  fummits, 
the  vallies  are  adorned  with  many  kinds  of 
flowers  of  extraordinary  beauty,  but  abound  with 
fnakes. 

"  In  this  territory,"  fays  our  author,"  is  a 
"  large  wood  of  thick  and  tall  trees,  none  of 
"  which  I  have  ever  feen  or  heard  of  except  in 
"  thefe  countries.  It  is  inhabited  by  lions,  ty- 
"  gers,  leopards,  wolves,  and  other  ravenous 
"  beads,  which  renders  it  dangerous  to  pafs 
"  through  it." 

"  It  is  divided  by  feveral  roads,  over  which 
"  the  branches  of  trees  meeting  at  the  top,  make 
"  the  ways  gloomy  in  the  brighteft  day,  and  in 
"  fome  places  fe  dark,  that  it  feems  as  if  we 
"  were  travelling  through  a  cavern," 

"  We  now  come  to  the  two  countries  called 
*'  the  Greater  and  the  Leffer  Namaqua.  The 
"  leffer  is  fituated  on  the  coaft,  and  the  Greater 
"  is  the  next  nation  to  the  eaftward  :  but  tho' 
**  thefe  nations  bear  the  fame  name,,  they  differ 
"  in  their  form  of  Government  and  manner  of 
"  living.  Both,  however,  are  much  refpe&ed 
"  by  the  other  Hottentot  nations,  on  account  of 
"  their  ftrength,  bravery,  and  difcretion.  They 
"  are  able  to  take  the  field  with  twenty  thou- 
"  fand  men." 

"  Both  thefe  territories  are  full  of  mountains 
"  that  are  bare  of  grafs,  the  foil  being  ftony 
"  and  fandy  :  befides,  there  is  little  wood,  and 
"  only  one  fpring  in  all  the  country  ;  but  the 
*'  elephant  river  running  through  it  fupplies  the 
*'  inhabitants  with  water.  Here  numbers  of 
"  wild  beafts  are  found,  and  alfo  a  deer  fpotted 
"  with  white  and  yellow  :  thefe  are  fmaller  than 
"  the  deer  of  Europe,  but  exceeding  fwift. 
"  They  always  keep  together  by  hundreds,  and 
*'  fometimes  there  are  a  thoufand  in  a  com- 
"  pany.  The  venifon  is  generally  fat  and  deli- 
«'  cate." 

Attaqua,  which  is  fituated  to  the  north- 
ward of  Namaqua,  is  ill  provided  with  water, 
and  the  foil  is  but  indifferent ;  for  which  reafon 
the  inhabitants  live  in  fmall  companies,  on  the 
moft  fertile  fpots.  In  general  they  have  no 
more  cattle  than,  with  what  game  they  catch, 
lerves  to  fupport  life  ;  yet  they  are  as  chear- 
ful  and  contented  as  if  they  inhabited  the  moft 
fertile  foil. 

They  are  a  peaceable  people,  and  feldom  at 
war  with  their  neighbours.  When  they  are 
in  danger  of  an  invafion,  they  make  fires  on  the 
top  of  their  higheft  mountains ■,  upon  which 
fignal  all  who  are  able  repair  to  a  fixed  place 
of  rendezvous,  fo  that  a  large  army  is  foon  af- 
fembled. 


To  the  fouthward  of  the  Gunjemans,  (the  firfl 
nation  we  mentioned,)  are  fituated  the  Koop- 
mans,  whofe  territory  extends  far  to  the  eaft- 
ward, and  among  them  are  fettled  many  Eu- 
ropeans, who  enjoy  large  and  rich  tracls  of 
land.  This  country  abounds  in  woods,  is  well 
watered,  and  extremely  fertile. 

The  Hefiaquas  likewife  border  on  the  Gunje- 
mans, and  are  perhaps  the  richeft  of  any  of  the 
Hottentot  nations.  They  have  large  droves  of 
horned  cattle,  and  flocks  of  fheep.  Their  oxen 
for  carriage  exceed  all  others  for  ftrength  and 
beauty. 

They  Carry  on  a  greater  traffic  with  the  Eu- 
ropeans for  brandy,  tobacco  and  beads,  than 
any  of  their  neighbours  •,  and  are  confequently 
more  luxurious  and  effeminate.  The  Kraals,  as 
they  are  called,  or  villages  of  the  Hefiaquas  are 
larger,  more  numerous,  and  better  peopled, 
than  thofe  of  any  other  Hottentot  nation. 

The  country  abounds  with  game,  and  fur- 
nifhes  more  conveniencies  and  luxuries  of  life 
than  any  other  of  thefe  territories.  Thofe  of  the 
Hefiaquas  who  are  poor,  enter  into  the  fervice 
of  the  Europeans,  and  laving  their  wages,  pur- 
chafe  cattle  to  let  up  for  themfelves. 

To  the  eaftward  of,  and  bordering  on  the 
Koopmans,  are  the  Sonquas,  a  bold  and  lively 
people,  very  dextrous  in  the  management  of 
their  arms.  They  live  in  a  mountainous  rocky 
country,  which  producing  but  little  towards 
their  fubfiftence,  obliges  them  to  ferve  the  other 
Hottentots  in  their  wars  for  daily  bread.  They 
are  fo  dextrous  at  the  chace,  that  the  game  they 
difcover  rarely  efcapes  them. 

Then  numbers  are  fo  fmall  that  a  few  little 
kraals  or  villages  contain  them  all.  They  have 
fo  few  cattle,  that  they  kill  none  when  any  other 
provifion  is  to  be  had,  except  on  certain  folemn 
occafions  :  but  in  fome  places  they  have  plenty 
of  herbs  and  roots  that  ferve  for  food,  and  wood 
to  make  fires  to  keep  off  the  wild  beafts  from 
their  kraals. 

The  Sonquas  are  very  expert  in  robbing  the 
bees  of  their  honey  they  lay  up  in  hollow  trees ; 
which  they  exchange  with  the  Dutch  for  brandy, 
tobacco,  pipes,  knives  and  fmall  pieces  of  iron 
and  brafs.     They  put  the  honey  into   leather 


facks 


and   exchange 


a  lack  full  for  a  meer 


trifle. 

Next  to  thefe  people  dwell  the  Dunquas,  who 
poftefs  a  fruitful  and  well  watered  country,  feve- 
ral fine  rivulets  running  through  it  into  the  Pal- 
mit  river.  Cattle  and  game  abound  in  all  parts 
of  this  territory,  and  the  hills  and  plains  are 
covered  with  plenty  of  grafs,  herbs  and  flow- 
ers. 

Adjoining  to  thefe  are  the  Damaquas,  whole 
country  is  as  fine  and  fertile  as  the  former,  and 
much  more  level.  It  abounds  with  cattle  and 
game,  and  produces  water  melons  and  wild 
hemp  ;  but  wood  is  fo  fcarce  that  the  inhabi- 
tants with  difficulty  find  fuel  to  drefs  their  pro- 
vifions. 

In  this  diftrict  are  feveral  falt-pits ;  but  as  it 
lies  diftant  from  any  European  fettlement,  no 
ufe  is  made  of  them,  for  the  Hottentots  eat  no 
fait.     The  Palmit  river  runs  through  the  coun-> 

ay, 
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try,  arid  the  inhabitants  pafs  it  in  canoes  and 
floats  of  timber. 

As  the  Damaquas  are  fond  of  the  flefh  of  fuch 
wild  beafts  a,  .ire  fit  for  food,  they  employ  ^reat 
part  of  their  time  in  the  cKafe-  and  are  welffup- 
plied  with  furs  for  their  apparel. 

The  Gauroes  are  the  next  nation,  who  inha- 
bit a  lmall  country,  but  fo  well  provided  with 
wood  and  water,  aHd  fo  rich  and  fertile,  that 
they  live  in  the  utmoft  eafe  and  plenty.  The 
paftures  are  covered  widi  cattle,  ami  the  country 
contains  more  wild  beafts  than  any  other  about 
the  cape,  in  which  the  inhabitants  glory,  as  it 
gives  them  more  frequent  opportunities  of  exer- 
cifing  their  courage  and  dexterity  ;  and  moll  of 
them  wear  the  fkins  of  lions,  tygers,  wild  cats, 
and  other  animals,  as  trophies  of  their  va- 
lour. 

On  the  coaft,  to  the  north-eaft  of  thefe  people, 
dwell   the  Houteniquas,  in  whofe  territory  are 
fine  meadows  abounding  with  herbs,  and   a  va- 
riety of  the  mOfc  beautiful  and  fragrant  flowers 
and  furrounded  with  woods  of  ftately  trees. 

Adjoining  to  thefe  are  the  Chamtouers,'  who 
poficis  a  fine  level  country,  in  which  are  many 
fmall  woods  of  the  higheft  trees  in  all  the  Hot- 
tentot territories.  Here  are  all  kinds  of  wild 
and  ravenous  bealts,  and  great  plenty  of  game. 
The  land  is  divided  by  leveral  large  ftreams  a- 
bounding  with  fifh  of  various  kinds.  It  is  laid 
that  neither  elephants  nor  buffaloes  are  to  be 
found  in  this  territory,  though  they  are  plenty  in 
alldie  other  Hottentot  countries. 

The  nation  of  the  Heykoms,  to  the  north-eaft 
of  this  territory,  are  pofleffed  of  a  mountainous 
tr  a  of  land,  in  which  is  no  frelh  water,  and  the 
valhes  of  which  only  are  fertile  ;  yet  it  is  tolera- 
bly well  flocked  with  cattle  of  all  forts,  which 
eat  the  reeds  on  the  banks  of  the  rivers,  and 
drink  the  brakifh  water,  on  which  they  thrive 
amazingly.  This  territory  likewife  abounds  with 
game,  and  all  forts  of  wild  beafts  that  are  feen 
about  the  cape. 

We  are  now  come  as  far  as  Terra  du  Natal 
a  country  inhabited  by  the  CafFres,  who  are  a 
different  people  from  the  Hottentots,  and  do 
not  greale  their  bodies.  They  likewife  fpeak  a 
different  language,  and  dwell  in  fquare  plaiftered 
houles,  a  kind  of  buildings  not  found  amoncr  the 
Hottentots.  ° 

Each  of  the  Hottentot  tribes  or  nations  has  a 
chief,  whofe  office  is  to  command  the  army,  and 
they  neither  make  peace  or  declare  war  without 
his  conlent.  His  office  is  hereditary,  but  he  is 
not  permitted  to  enter  upon  it,  till  he  has,  in  a 
national  affembly,  folemnly  engaged  not  to  at- 
tempt any  alteration  in  the  old  form  of  govern- 
ment. He  was  antiently  diftinguifhed  only  by 
the  beauty  of  the  (kins  of  which  his  krolTes  were 
compofed  :  but  foon  after  the  Dutch  fettled  at 
the  cape  they  made  a  prefent  of  a  brafs  crown 
to  the  chief  of  every  nation  in  alliance  with  them, 
and  this  is  now  worn  upon  folemn  occafions.  In 
time  or  peace,  however,  the  chief  has  little  more 
to  do  than  to  govern  the  kraal  or  village  where 
he  refides.  ° 

We  fhall  now  proceed  in  the  words  of  our  au- 
thor,  whole  delcriptions  are  juft,  concife  and 
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and  perfpkuous,  "  The  captain  of  a  Kraal  » 
lays  he,  «  perferves  the  peace,  and  adminifters 

«  J  u    f  1-  aVd  '"  tlme  of  war  has>  under  the 
chief  of   the   nation,    the    command   of  the 
troops  furniflied  by  the  kraal.     His  office   is 
:    hereditary,  though  he  cannot  execute  it  till  he 
.    has   lolemnly  engaged,  before  the  peoole,  not 
to  alter  or  deviate  from  the  antient  laws  and 
cuftoms  of  the  kraal.     Neuher  the  chiefs  of 
the  nations,  nor  thefe  captains  have  any  reve- 
'  nue  from  the  public,  or  any  perquifite  attend- 
ing the  execution  of  their  office. 
"The  captain  of  a  kraal  decides  all  difputes 
'  of  right  and  property,  and  tries  and  punifhes 
for  murder,  theft,  adultery,  and  other  crimes 
committed  within  his  juriididion,   being  affif 
;;  ted  by  all   the  men   of  the  kraal  s  and  from 
his  ientencc  there  lies  no  appeal  :   but  flate 
'  criminals  aie  tried  by  a  chief,   aflifted  by  all 
"  the  captains  of  the  kraals." 

"  Whenever  a  difpute  about  property  arifes 

'  the  captain  convenes  all  the  men  of  the  kraal 

1  into  the  open  field,  where  they  iquat  down  in 

'  a  circle.     The  plaintiff  and  defendant  plead 

'  their  own  caules,  and   the   witneffes   on  both 

'  fides  are  heard.     The  depofitions  being  finifh- 

|  ed,  the  captain,  after  fome   debate,  collects 

the  voices,  and  immediately  pronounces  the 

1  decree  according  to  the  majority  j  when  full 

and  quiet  poffeffion  is  inftantly  fecured  to  the 

"  party  in  whofe  favour  the  decree  pafles." 

"  The   criminal  matters   which  employ   the 

"  kraal  courts  are  murder,  adultery,  and  rob- 

'  bery  :  for    adultery  is   punifhed  with  death. 

'  When  a  Hottentot  is  known  or  fufpecled  to 

'  have  committed  any  of  thefe  crimes,  notice  is 

'  given  to  all  the  men  of  the  kraal  to  which  he 

'  belongs;  who,  confidering  themfelves  as  offi- 

'  cers  of  juftice,  look  out  fharply  in  order  to 

"  feize  the  fuipefted   party  ;  and  it  is  vain   for 

him  to  think  of  finding  fanctuary  in  any  other 

"  Hottentot  nation,  for  he  would  be  taken  up 

"  as  a  fugitive  or  a  fpy." 

"  The  criminal  being  apprehended,  he  is  fc- 

"  cured  till  the  men  of  the  kraal  can  affemble, 

"  which  is  done  the  very  day  he  is  brought  back 

'  to  the  kraal.     The  court  fitting  fquat  upon 

'  their  hams  in  a  circle,  the  prifoner  is  placed 

'    in   the  middle,  becaufe  the  Hottentots  {dy, 

'  that  in  an   affair  in  which  a  man's  life  is  at 

"  ftake,  he  ought  to  have  the  beft  fituation  for 

"  hearing  and  being  heard. 

"  The  Prifoner  being  in  this  place,  the  charge 

'  againft  him  is  pronounced  by  the  profecutor, 

'  and  the  profecutor's  witneffes  give  theft*  evi- 

'  dence.     The  prifoner  then  makes  his  defence, 

"  calling  his  own  witneffes,  who  are  heard  with 

"  the  greateft  indulgence.     Then   the  captain, 

"  after  fome  debates  on  the  evidence,  collects 

"  the  voices,  a  majority   of  which  acquits  or 

"  condemns  him." 

"  If  he  is  acquitted  the  court  affigns  him  da- 
"  mages  out  of  the  profecutor's  cattle  :  if  he  is 
"  convicted,  and  judged  worthy  of  death,  fen- 
"  tence  is  immediately  pronounced  :  the  court 
"  rifes,  while  the  prifoner  ftirs  not  a  limb  :  for 
"  a  minute  or  two  all  is  filent  ;  when  fuddenly 
"  the  captain  flies  at  the  prifoner,  and  with  one 

'<  blow 
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blow  on  the  head  with  h»  kirri  lays  him 
iprawling  on  the  ground.  This  is  followed 
by  all  the  reft,  who  rulh  forwards,  and  ftrik- 
ing  him  with  all  their  might,  he  in  a  moment 
expires.  Then  they  bend  the  corpfe  neck 
and  heels,  wrap  it  up  in  his  krone,  and  bury 
it  with  every  thing  they  find  about  it,  except 
the  ear-rings,  and  other  ornaments  of  copper 
or  brals,  which  are  given  to  his  family  or  his 
heir,  who  fuffers  nothing  either  in  name,  pri- 
vilege or  property." 

"  All  the  riches  of  the  Hottentots  defcend  to 
the  deleft  fon,  or,  when  a  fon  is  wanting,  to 
the  next  male  relation  •,  and  the  younger  Ions 
of  a  Hottentot,  who  are  at  home  and  unpro- 
vided for  at  the  death  of  their  father,  are  at 
the  courtefy  of  the  eldeft  both  with  refpect  to 
their  fortune  and  their  liberty.  Marriage 
with  firft  and  fecond  coufins  is  forbidden,  and 
punifhed  by  being  cudgelled  to  death  :  but 
yet  a  Hottentot  may  have  as  many  wives  as 
lie  can  maintain,  though  the  richeft  have  fel- 
dom  more  than  three.  A  man  may  be  divor- 
ced from  his  wife,  and  a  woman  from  her  hui- 
band,  upon  ihewing  fuch  caule  as  fhall  be 
fitisfaitory  to  the  men  of  the  kraal  :  but  one 
of  the  moft  extraordinary  of  their  laws  is, 
that  a  widow,  for  every  hufband  fhe  marries 
after  the  firft,  is  obliged  to  cut  off  a  joint  of 
a  finger,  (which  fhe  prelcnts  to  her  hufband  on 
the  wedding  day)  beginning  at  one  of  the  lit- 
tle fingers." 

"  The  Hottentots  have  no  lawyers  ;  and  the 
only  public  officers  befides  thole  already  men- 
tioned, are  the  phyfician  and  the  prieft.  In 
every  kraal  there  is  a  phyfician,  and  the  large 
ones  have  two,  who  have  fome  skill  in  bota- 
ny, furgery,  and  medicine.  Thefe  are  cho- 
fen  out  of  the  fages  of  each  kraal,  and  appoint- 
ed to  watch  over  the  health  of  the  inhabitants. 
This  they  perform  without  fee  ijr  reward,  the 
honour  of  the  employment  being  judged  a 
fufficient  recompence  for  their  trouble.  They 
fuffer  none  to  fee  them  gather  and  prepare 
their  remedies,  for  all  their  preparations  are 
kept  a  profound  fecret  •,  and  if  a  patient  dies 
under  their  hands,  they  conftantly  affert  that 
all  their  medicines  were  rendered  ineffectual 
by  witchcraft." 

"  The  prieft  is  inferior  to  the  phyfician  :  his 
office  is  alio  elective  ;  but  he  is  neither  to 
pray  for  the  people,  nor  to  inftruct  them  in 
religious  matters.  He  prefides  at  their  offer- 
ings, and  has  the  ordering  of  all  ceremo- 
nies." As  the  chief  of  a  Hottentot  nation 
prefides  over  the  captains  of  the  kraals,  fo 
the  Hottentots  call  the  Supreme  Being  the 
Great  or  Supreme  Captain,  whom  they  be- 
lieve to  be  the  Creator  of  all  tilings  and  the 
governor  of  the  world,  and  that  he  is  endow- 
ed with  unicarchable  perfections.  They  com 
monly  call  him  Gounja  Gounja,  or  Gounja 
Tiquoa,  the  God  of  all  gods  ;  and  fay  that 
he  is  a  good  man,  who  does  nobody  any  hurt, 
and  that  he  dwells  far  above  the  moon  :  but  it 
does  not  appear  that  they  addrefs  any  acl  of 
devotion  immediately  to  the  Supreme  God. 
Their  adorations  are  paid  to  what  they  call 


inferior  deities,  dependent  upon  him  •,  for  the 
moft  fenfible  of  them,  when  they  are  in  the 
humour  to  anfwer  the  queftions  asked  them 
on  this  fubject,  fay,  their  firft  parents  fo 
grievoufly  offended  the  God  of  gods,  that  he 
curfed  them  with  hardnefs  of  heart  :  therefore 
they  know  little  of  him,  and  have  ftill  lefs  in- 
clination to  ferve  him." 

"  The  moon,  with  them,  is  an  inferior  vifible 
God.  They  call  this  planet  Gounja  or  God, 
and  fay  that  it  is  the  reprefentative  of  the  high 
and  invifible.  They  affemble  for  the  celebra- 
tion of  its  worfhip  at  the  full  and  change,  and 
no  inclemency  of  the  weather  prevents  them  : 
they  then  throw  their  bodies  into  a  thoufand 
different  poftures,  fcream,  proftrate  themfelves 
on  the  ground,  luddenly  jump  up,  ftamp  like 
mad  creatures,  and  cry  aloud,  I  falute  thee  •, 
thou  art  welcome:  giant  us  fodder  for  our 
cattle,  and  milk  in  abundance." 
"  Thefe  and  other  addreffes  to  the  moon  they 
frequently  repeat,  finging,  Ho,  .Ho,  Ho, 
many  times  over,  with  a  variation  of  notes, 
accompanied  with  clapping  of  hands.  Thus 
in  ftiouping,  fcreaming,  finging,  jumping, 
damping,  dancing,  and  proftration,  they  fpend 
the  whole  night  in  worfhipping  chis  planet, 
which  they  confidei  as  the  distributer  of  the 
weather." 

"  They  likewife  adore  as  a  benign  deity,  a 
certain  infect  laid  to  be  peculiar  to  the  Hot- 
tentot countries.  It  is  of  the  fize  of  a  child's 
little  finger  ;  the  back  is  green,  and  the  belly 
fpeckled  with  red  and  white  :  it  has  two 
wings,  and  on  its  head  are  two  horns." 
"  Whenever  this  infect  appears  in  fight,  they 
pay  it  the  higheft  tokens  of  veneration  ;  anei  if 
it  honours  a  kraal  with  a  vifit,  the  inhabitants 
affemble  about  it  with  tranfports  of  devotion, 
They  fing  and  dance  round  it,  troop  after 
troop,  in  the  higheft  raptures,  throwing  to  it 
the  powder  of  buchu,  with  which  they  cover 
the  area  of  the  kraal,  and  the  tops  of  the  cots. 
They  likewife  kill  two  fat  fheep  as  a  thank- 
offering  for  this  high  honour,  and  fancy  all 
their  paft  offences  are  buried  in  oblivion." 
"  If  this  infect  happens  to  alight  upon  a  Hot- 
tentot, he  is  looked  upon  as  a  man  without 
guilt,  and  ever  after  revered  as  a  faint.  The 
fatteft  ox  is  immediately  killed  for  a  thank 
offering,  and  is  eaten  in  honour  of  the  Deity 
and  the  faint,  who  feafts  alone  on  the  entrails, 
which  are  boiled,  while  the  men  devour  the 
meat  dreffed  the  fame  way,  and  the  women 
are  regaled  only  with  the  broth.  He  is  oblig- 
ed to  be  very  careful  of  the  fat,  and  to  anoint 
his  body  and  apparel  with  that  alone,  while 
any  of  it  remains :  but  the  moft  extraordinary 
part  of  the  ceremony  is,  that  the  caul,  well 
powdered  with  buchu,  and  tvvifted  like  a  rope, 
is  put  in  the  manner  of  a  collar  about  his  neck, 
and  he  is  obliged  to  wear  it  day  and  night  till 
it  rots  off",  or  till  the  infect,  at  another  vifit, 
lights  upon  another  inhabitant  of  the  kraal  •, 
and  then  he  is  at  liberty  to  remove  it.  The 
cafe  is  the  fame  if  the  infect  fettles  upon  a  wo- 
man :  fhe  commences  a  faint  with  the  fame  ce- 
remonies ;  only  in  that  cafe  the  women  feaft 
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11  upon  the  meat,  while  the  men  are  regaled 
"  with  the  broth." 

"  The  Hottentots  will  run  every  hazard  to 
"  procure  the  fafety  of  this  animal.  A  German, 
tc  who  had  a  country  feat  about  fix  miles  from 
"  the  fort,  having  given  leave  to  fome  Hotten- 
"  tots  to  turn  their  cattle  for  a  while  upon  his 
**  land  there,  they  removed  to  the  place  with 
"  their  kraal.  A  fon  of  this  German  was  amu- 
"  fing  himfelf  in  this  kraal,  when  the  deified  in- 
"  feet  appeared.  The  Hottentots  flew  tumul- 
"  tuoufly  to  adore  it,  while  the  young  gentle- 
*'  man  ran  to  catch  it,  in  order  to  fee  the  effects 
*'  fuch  a  capture  would  produce.  He  feized  it 
*'  in  the  midft  of  them  :  but  how  great  was  the 
"  general  cry  and  agony  when  they  faw  it  in  his 
"  hand  !    They   flared   at    him,    and  at  each 

**  other,  with  looks  of  diftradlion. -See,  fee, 

"  fee,  cried  they,  What  is  he  going  to 
•«  do  ?  Will  he  kill  it  ?  Will  he  kill  it  ?— 
"  And  in  the  mean  time  every  limb  fhook  with 
"  fear.  He  afked  them,  why  they  were  in  fuch 
"  agonies  for  that  paltry  infect. — Ah,  Sir,  (they 
"  replied  with  the  utmoft  concern)  'tis  a  divi- 
44  nity  :  'tis  come  from  heaven  ;  'tis  come  on  a 
"  good  defign.  Ah  !  do  not  hurt  it  ;  do  not 
*e  offend  it  j  we  fhall  be  the  mofl  miferable 
**  wretches  upon  earth  if  you  do  :  this  ground 
"  will  lie  under  a  curfe,  and  the  crime  will  ne- 
*'  ver  be  forgiven. — He  appeared  unmoved  by 
"  their  petitions,  and  feemed  as  if  he  intended 
'•  to  maim  or  deftroy  it ;  on  which  they  ftarted, 
"  and  ran  about  like  people  frantic,  afking 
"  where  was  his  confeience  ?  and  how  he  dared 
"  to  think  of  perpetrating  a  crime  that  would 
"  bring  upon  his  head  all  the  curfes  and  thun- 
"  ders  of  heaven  ?  But  this  not  prevailing,  they 
"  all  fell  proftrate  on  the  ground,  and  with 
"  ftreaming  eyes,  and  the  loudeft  cries,  be- 
"  fought  him  to  fpare  the  creature,  and  give  it 
"  liberty.  The  young  man  now  yielded,  and 
"  let  the  infect  fly  -,  on  which  they  capered  and 
"  fhouted  in  a  tranfport  of  joy,  and  running  af- 
M  ter  it,  rendered  it  the  cuftomary  honours." 

"  The  Hottentots  alfo  pay  a  religious  vene- 
"  ration  to  their  deceafed  faints  and  men  of  re- 
"  nown,  whom  they  honour,  by  confecrating 
"  woods,  mountains,  fields  and  rivers,  to  their 
"  memory.  On  parting  by  any  of  thefe  places, 
"  they  flop  to  contemplate  the  virtues  of  the  de- 
"  ceafed,  to  whole  memory  it  was  dedicated, 
"  and  to  implore  his  protection  for  them  and 
"  their  cattle.  Mean  while  they  ftand  with 
•*  their  heads  muffled  up  in  their  krofles  or  man- 
"  ties  •,  and  fometimes  they  alfo  dance  round 
"  thefe  places,  finging  and  clapping  their  hands." 
u  The  Hottentots  likewife  worfhip  an  evil 
"  deity,  whom  they  confider  as  the  father  of 
"  mifchief,  t]ie  fource  of  all  their  afflictions, 
"  and  the  inftrudtor  of  the  wicked  Hottentots 
"  in  the  curfed  arts  of  witchcraft,  by  which  they 
"  believe  that  innumerable  mifchiefs  are  done  to 
"  the  perfons  and  cattle  of  thofe  who  are  good. 
"  They  call  this  Deity  Touquoa,  and  fay  that  he 
*'  is  a  little  crabbed  inferior  captain,  whofe  raa- 
"  lice  will  feldom  let  them  reft,  and  therefore 
"  they  worfhip  him  in  order  to  avert  it,  and 
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"  wheedle  him  by  the  offering  of  an  ox  or  a 
"  fheep." 

"  The  Hottentots  believe  that  the  foul  fur- 
"  vives  the  body,  and  therefore  upon  the  death 
"  of  any  man,  woman  or  child,  remove  their 
"  kraals  to  a  new  fettlement,  from  the  opi- 
"  nion  that  the  dead  never  haunt  any  place 
"  but  that  in  which  they  died,  unlefs  any 
"  thing  that  belongs  to  them  is  carried  out  of 
"  it,  and  then  they  apprehend  the  departed  fpi- 
"  rits  will  follow  a  kraal  and  be  very  trouble- 
"  fome  :  they  therefore  leave  the  huts  they  died 
"  in  Handing*  and  in  them  all  the  utenfils  be- 
"  longing  to  the  deceafed." 

*'  This  is  the  abfurd  fyftem  of  the  Hottentot 
"  religion*  bf  which  thole  people  are  fo  fond, 
"  that  I  never  heard  of  one  of  them  dying  a 
"  Chriftian.  Though  the  Dutch  have  fent  mif- 
"  nonaries  amohg  them,  who  have  undergone 
"  numberlefs  fatigues,  and  taken  the  greateft 
'*  pains  to  make  profelytes,  it  was  without  effect, 
"  and  they  were  compelled  with  forrow  to  aban- 
"  don  the  generous  defign,  without  leaving  the 
"  leaft  trace  of  it  on  the  minds  of  the  Hotten- 
"  tots" 

"  Of  this  the  following  incident  may  ferve 
"  for  a  proof.  Mr.  Vander  Stel,  governor  of 
"  the  cape,  took  an  infant  Hottentot,  whom 
"  he  educated  in  the  knowledge  of  the  Chriftian 
"  religion,  and  after  the  genteel  manntrs  of  the 
"  Europeans,  allowing  him  little  or  no  convtr- 
":  fation  or  intercourie  with  the  Hottentots. 
"  He  became  well  verfed  in  the  myftcries  ^f 
"  religion,  ahd  in  feveral  languages  ;  he  was 
"  always  richly  drefled,  and  his  manners  were 
"  formed  after  the  beft  European  models  at  the 
"  cape." 

"  The  Governor  feeing  him  thus  qualified, 
"  entertained  great  hopes  of  him,  and  fent  him 
"  with  acommiffary  general  to  the  Indies,  where 
"  he  remained  employed  in  the  commifiary's 
"  affairs,  till  the  death  of  that  gentleman,  when 
"  he  returned  to  the  cape.  A  few  days  after, 
"  at  a  vifit  among  his  relations,  he  ftripped  him- 
"  felf  of  his  European  apparel,  and  equipped 
"  himfelf  in  the  manner  of  his  country,  in  a 
"  fheep-fkin.  This  done,  he  pack'd  up  his  call 
"  off  cloaths,  ran  with  them  to  the  governor's, 
"  and  prefenting  himfelf  before  his  patron,  laid 
"  the  bundle  at  his  feet,  and  addreffed  him  as 
"  follows, — Be  pleafed  fir  to  take  notice,  that  I 
"  for  ever  renounce  this  apparel.  I  likewife 
"  forever  renounce  the  chriftian  religion.  It  is 
"  my  defign  to  live  and  die  in  the  religion,  man- 
"  ners,  and  cuftoms  of  my  anceftors.  I  fhall 
"  only  beg  you  will  grant  me  (and  I  am  per- 
"  fuaded  you  will  grant  me"  the  collar  and  han- 
"  ger  I  wear  :  I  will  keep  them  for  your 
«  lake." 

"  Here  he  flopped,  and  turning  his  back,  fied 
"  fwiftly  away,  and  was  never  more  feen  in  that 
"  quarter.  This  man  I  frequently  converfed 
"  with  up  in  the  country,  and  found,  to  my  great 
"  amazement,  that  he  had  a  furprizing  flock  of 
"  Chriftian  knowledge :  but  though  I  made  ufe 
"  ot  the  meft  perfuafive  and  endearing  language, 
"   to  call  him   back  into  the  fold  of  Chrift,  he 
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"  continued  deaf  to  all  my  reafoning  and   re- 
"  monftrances." 

"  Wefhall  nowtake  aviewofthofe  ceremonies 
"  that  are  generally  confideredas  of  a  religious  na- 
"  ture,  and  begin  with  the  marriages  of  the  Hot- 
"  tentots.  If  a  batcheloror  widower  has  a  mind 
"  to  marry,  he  difcovers  his  views  to  his  father, 
"  or,  if  he  is  dead,  to  the  next  in  authority  of 
"  kindred  ;  who,  if  he  confents,  attends  him  to 
"  the  woman's  relations,  whom  they  regale  with 
"  a  pipe  or  two  of  tobacco,  orofdachu,  which 
"  they  all  fmoke." 

"  The  father  of  the  lover  then  opens  the  bu- 
"  finefs  to  the  woman's  father,  who  having 
"  heard  it,  ufually  retires  to  confult  his  wife, 
"  and  loon  returns  with  a  final  anfwer,  which  is 
"  generally  favourable.  If  the  lover's  father  re- 
"  ceives  a  denial,  nothing  more  is  laid  about  it, 
"  and  the  lover  at  once  tears  his  choice  from  his 
"  heart  and  looks  out  for  another.  If  it  be 
"  complied  with,  the  lover  chufes  two  or  three 
"  fat  oxen  from  his  own  herd,  or  his  father's, 
"  and  drives  them  to  the  houfe  from  whence  he 
"  is  to  take  his  deitined  bride,  accompanied  by 
"  all  his  relations  of  both  fexes  who  live  near 
"  him  :  they  are  received  with  careffes  by  the 
"  woman's  kindred  ;  the  oxen  are  immediately 
"  fiain,  and  the  whole  comnany  befmear  their 
"  boaies  with  the  fat,  and  then  powder  them- 
"  felves  all  over  with  buchu  ;  while  the  women 
"  fpot  their  faces  with  a  kind  of  red  chalk.  The 
"  men  then  fquaton  the  ground  in  a  circle,  the 
"  bridegroom  fquatting  in  the  center :  the  wo- 
"  men  at  forne  diftance  alfo  fquat  in  a  circle 
"  about  the  bride." 

"  At  length  the  prieft  who  lives  at  the  bride's 
"  kraal  enters  the  circle  of  the  men,  and  com- 
"  ing  up  to  the  bridegroom  pifies  a  little  upon 
"  him.  The  bridegroom  receiving  the  ftream 
"  with  eagernefs,  rubs  it  all  over  his  body,  and 
"  makes  furrows  with  his  long  nails,  that  the 
*'  urine  may  penetrate  the  farther.  The  prieft 
"  then  goes  to  the  other  circle,  and  evacuates  a 
"  little  upon  the  bride,  who  rubs  it  in  with  the 
"  fame  eagernefs  as  he  bridegroom.  To  him 
"  the  prieft  then  returns,  and  having  dreamed 
■■*  a  little  more,  goes  again  to  the  bride,  and 
"  again  fcatters  his  water  upon  her.  Thus  he 
"  proceeds  from  one  to  the  other  till  he  has  ex- 
"  haufted  his  whole  (lock,  uttering  from  time 
"  to  time  to  each  of  them  the  following  wifhes, 
"  till  he  has  pronounced  the  whole  upon  both  : 
"  May  you  live  long  and  happily  together. 
"  May  you  have  a  fon  before  the  end  of  the 
"  year.  May  this  fon  live  to  be  a  comfort  to 
"  you  in  your  old  age.  May  this  fon  prove  a 
"  man  of  courage,  and  a  good  huntfman." 

"  The  nuptial  ceremony  being  thus  over,  the 
"  oxen  are  cut  into  many  pieces,  and  the  whole 
,  "  dreffed  ;  fome  pieces  being  boiled,  and  the 
"  reft  roafted  in  the  following  manner  :  a  large 
"  fiat  ftone  is  fattened  in  the  ground  in  the  man- 
"  ner  of  a  hearth,  and  a  brifk  fire  made  upon  it, 
*'  which  burns  till  the  ftone  is  thoroughly  heat- 
"  ed.  The  fire  is  then  removed,  the  ftone 
"  cleaned  from  the  afties,  and  the  meat  placed 
"  upon  it.  It  is  then  covered  with  a  flat  ftone, 
"  as  large  as  that  upon  which  the  meat  lies  ; 


round  which  a  fire  is  kindled,  as  well  as  upon 
the  upper  ftone,  by  which  the  meat  is  foon 
roafted,  or  rather  baked." 
"  The  provifions  being  thus  dreffed,  the  men 
and  women  fit  in  different  circles,  the  bride- 
groom alone  eating  in  company  of  the  women. 
They  are  fo  nafty  as  to  ufc  the  lappets  of  their 
greafy  kroffes  or  mantles  for  plates,  but  their 
fpoons  are  fea  fhells.    Dinner  being  over,  what 
is  left  is  fet  by,  and  they  go  to  fmoking  •,  each 
company  having  one  tobacco-pipe  :  the  per- 
fon  who  fills  it,   after  taking  two  or  three 
whiffs,  gives  it  to  his  or  her  neighbour,   and 
thus  it  goes  round  :  the  beft  part  of  the  night 
is  fpent  in  fmoking  and  merriment,  till  the 
bridegroom  retires  to  the  arms  of  his  bride, 
and  the  company  feperate." 
"  The  next   day   they   again  aflemble,  and 
feaft  and  fmoke  as  before  ;  and  this  is   con- 
tinued every   day,  till  the  provifions  drefTed 
on  the  day  of  marriage  are  confumed.     On 
thefe  occafions  they  have  neither  mufic  nor 
dancing  ;  and  have  only  their  ordinary  drink, 
which  is  milk  and  water." 
"  A  Hottentot  never  has  a  hut  of  his  own  till 
after  his  marriage,  and  then  his  wife    afiifts 
him,  not  only  in  erecting   it,  but  in  getting 
the  material1;,  which  are  all  new,  and  in  pro- 
viding the  furniture.     This  being  done,  he 
abandons  to  her  the  care  and   toil  of  feeking 
and  drefllng   the   family   provifions,    except 
when  he  goes  a  hunting  or  fiftiing  ,  the  wife 
alio  bears  a  part  in  attending  the  cattle." 
"  At  the  birth  of  a  child  the  parents   have  a 
folemn  feaft  by  way  of  thankigiving,  of  which 
all  the  inhabitants  of  the  kraal  partake  :  but 
upon  the  birth  of  the  firft  fon,  the  rejoicings 
are  far  fuperior  to  thofe  attending   any  other 
1  birth  :  the  parents    flay   cattle  very  liberally 
1  for  the  entertainment  of  the  whole  kraal;  and 

■  every  one,  on  fuch  an  occafion,  is  particu- 
'  larly  zealous  to  congratulate  them  on  the  ob- 
•  taining  an  heir.  If  at  any  time  a  woman  has 
;  twins,  and  they  are  both  boys,  they  kill  two 
'■  fat  bullocks,  and  all  their  neighbours,  menr 
1  women,  and  children,  rejoice  at  their  birth  as 
L  a  great  bleffing.  The  mother  only  is  excluded 
'  from  the  entertainment,  and  has  only  fome  fat 

■  fent  her,  to  anoint  herfelf  and  her  infants. 
'  However,  if  the  twins  are  girls,  there  Isl'ttle  or 
'  no  rejoicing,  and  all  the  facrifice  they  make  is 
1  at  moft  a  couple  of  fheep." 

"  On  thefe  occafions  they  often  give  the  lie  to 
1  thefe  thanklgivings  by  a  cruel  cuftom,  prac- 
'  tifed  indeed  by  other  nations,  but  contrary  to 
'  every  fentiment  of  reafon  and  humanity.  If 
'  the  parents  are  poor,  or  the  mother  pretends 
'  that  fhe  has  not  milk  for  both  the  twin  girls, 
'  the  worft  featured  or  the  two  is  '  buried  alive 
'  at  fome  diftance  from  the  kraal,  caft  among 
'  the  bullies,  or  tied  on  its  back  to  an  under 
'  bough  of  a  tree,  where  it  is  left  to  ftarve,  or  to 
'  be  devoured  by  the  birds  or  beafts  of  prey." 

"  An  expofed  female  infant  is  fometimes 
'  found  by  an  European,  when  if  it  be  dead  he 
'  generally  ftays  to  bury  it  :  but  if  it  be  alive  he 
'  always  takes  it  home,  and  if  he  is  not  willing 
'  to  breed  it  up,  he  eafily  finds  thofe  that  are. 
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"  Thefe  children  always  receive  a  good  eduoa- 
"  tion,  and  great  care  is  taken  to  mftrudl  them 
"  thoroughly  in  the  knowledge  of  chriftianity, 
"  and  to  fecure  them  from  fallingoffto  theHot- 
"  tentot  naitinef;.  and  idol  tries-,  but  thefe  gener- 
*'  ous  labours  have  never  prudiK*  ',  any  lulling  ef- 
"  feci  :  not  once  has  it  appeared  that  a  Hotten- 
"  tot  mind  is  to  be  deprived  of  its  native  bias  : 
*'  for  thefe  unhappy  females  no  fooner  come  to 
"  years  of  maturity,  than  flying  to  their  own 
"  people,  they  conftantly  renounce  the  Chriftian 
"  religion,  with  the  European  manners  and  ap- 
"  parel,  embrace  the  religion  and  cuftoms  of 
"  their  ancellors,  and  remain  with  the  Hotten- 
"  tots  ever  after." 

"  At  eight  or  nine  years  of  age  the  young 
*'  Hottentot  is,  with  great  ceremony,  deprived  of 
"  his  left  tefticle  :  but  the  poverty  of  the  pa- 
"  rent  fometimes  occafions  its  being  deferred 
"  till  the  youth  is  eighteen  years  of  age  •,  this 
"  cruel  ceremony  being  attended  with  fome  ex- 
"  pence.  This  is  fuppofed  to  contribute  to  the 
"  agility  of  the  Hottentots :  they  have  alio  a 
"  prevailing  opinion  that  a  man  with  two  tefti- 
"  cics  conftantly  begets  two  children  :  and  was 
"  a  young  man  to  try  the  experiment,  both  he 
"  and  the  woman  would  lie  at  the  mercy  of  the 
"  rulers,  and  the  woman  would,  for  lb  great  a 
"  crime,  be  perhaps  torn  to  pieces  by  her  own 
"  fex." 

"  This  is  one  act  of  legitimation  for  the  mar- 
"  riage  of  the  males  ;  but  it  is  not  the  only  one. 
"  Till  they  are  about  eighteen  years  of  age  they 
"  are  confined  to  the  tuition  of  their  mothers, 
"  and  live  and  ramble  about  with  them  :  there 
"  is  therefore  a  fecond  act  of  legitimation  by 
"  which  they  are  made  men." 

"  When  the  father,  or  the  generality  of  the 
"  men  of  a  kraal,  refolve  to  call  a  young  man 
"  into  their  fociety,  all  the  inhabitants  aiTemble 
"  in  the  middle  of  a  kraal,  and  fit  upon  the 
"  ground  in  a  circle.  The  young  fellow  to  be 
"  admitted,  being  without  the  circle,  is  ordered 
"  to  lquat  down  upon  his  hams,  and  then  the 
"  oldeft  man  of  the  kraal  rifes,  and  aiks,  whe- 
"  ther  the  youth  without  {hall  be  admitted  into 
"  their  fociety,  and  made  a  man  ?  To  this  all 
"  anfwering  yes,  yes,  he  leaves  the  circle,  and 
"  ftepping  up  to  the  youth,  informs  him,  that 
"  the  men  having  thought  him  worthy  of  being 
"  admitted  into  their  fociety,  he  is  now  to  take 
"  an  eternal  farewell  of  his  mother,  the  nurfery, 
"  and  all  his  puerile  employments  :  that  if  he  is 
"  but  once  feen  talking  to  his  mother,  and  does 
"  not  always  carefully  avoid  her  company,  he 
"  will  be  confidered  as  a  child,  and  unworthy 
"  of  the  converfation  of  the  men,  from  which  he 
"  will  be  banilhed  :  that  all  his  thoughts,  words 
"  and  actions  muff,  now  be  manly.  This  he  re- 
"  peats  till  he  judges  that  he  has  fixed, thefe  ad- 
"  monitions  on  his  mind." 

"  The  youth  having  before  well  daubed  him- 
*'  felf  with  fat  and  foot,  the  old  man  evacuates 
"  a  fmoaking  ftream  of  urine  all  over  him  ;  hav- 
"  ing  before  referved  his  water  for  that  purpofe. 
"  The  youth  receives  the  ftream  with  eager- 
"  defs  and  joy,  and  making  furrows  with  his 
"  long  nails  in  the  fat  upon  his  body,  rubs  in 


"  the  briny  fluid  with  the  quickeft  action.  The 
"  old  man  having  given  him  the  laft  drop,  ut- 
"  ters  aloud  the  following  benediction  :— Good 
"  fortune  attend  thee.  Live  to  old  age.  In- 
"  creafe  and  multiply.  May  thy  be.ud  grow 
"  foon. — The  youth  is  then  iblemnly  proclaim- 
"  ed  a  man,  and  all  the  men  feaft  upon  a  fheep, 
"  part  roafted,  part  boiled." 

"  If  after  this  the  young  man  is  feen  eating 
"  and  cirinking  with  the  women,  he  is  treated 
"  with  the  utmoft  contempt  ;  he  becomes  the 
"  jeft  and  derifion  of  the  whole  kraal,  and  is 
"  excluded  from  the  converfation  of  the  men> 
"  till  the  ceremony  is  performed  over  ag.  in." 

"  A  Hottentot  thus  freed  from  the  care  of  his 
"  mother,  may  be  lb  brutifh  and  unnatural  as  to 
"  cudgel  her,  merely  to  ihew  his  independence  : 
"  and  it  is  common  for  a  young  fellow  on  his 
"  being  admitted  into  the  fociety  of  the  men,  to 
"  go  and  abufe  his  mother,  and,  as  a  teftimony 
"  of  the  fincei  ity  of  his  intentions  to  follow  the 
"  admonitions  given  him,  to  infult  and  triumph 
"  over  her,  on  his  being  discharged  from  her 
"  tuition." 

"  We  have  already  obferved,  that  fome  of 
"  the  Hottentots  have  a  kind  of  honourable 
"  diltinction  in  wearing  bladders  tied  to  their 
"  hair  as  trophies  of  their  valour.  Thefe  are 
"  thole  who  have  fingly  encountered  and  flain 
"  a  lion,  tygcr,  leopard,  elephant,  rhinoceros 
"  or  elk>  Such  a  perion  en  his  return  home 
"  fquats  down  ;  but  is  loon  vifited  by  an  old 
"  man  deputed  by  the  reft  or  the  kraal,  to 
"  thank  and  congratulate  him  upon  fo  benefi- 
"  cial  an  exploit,  and  to  acquaint  him  that  the 
"  men  of  the  kraal  expect  him  immediately  to 
"  receive  from  them  the  honours  that  are  his 
"  due.  The  hero  inftantly  riles,  and  attends 
"  the  meiTenger  to  the  middle  of  the  kraal, 
"  where  all  the  men  wait  for  him,  and  fquatting 
"  down  on  a  mat  fpread  for  him,  all  the  men 
"  lquat  round  him,  while  the  Hero's  face  is 
"  flufhed  with  joy.  The  deputy  then  marches 
"  up  to  the  hero,  and  pours  a  plentiful  ftream 
'•  all  over  him  from  head  to  foot  ■,  pronouncing 
"  over  him  certain  terms  which  I  could  i  -rev' 
"  get  explained.  The  Hero,  as  in  other  cafes, 
"  rubs  in  the  fmoaking  ftream  upon  his  face  and 
"  every  other  part,  with  the  greateft  eagernefs.'* 

"  This  done,  the  deputy  lights  his  pipe,  and 
"  having  taken  two  or  three  whirls,  gives  it  to 
"  whomever  he  pleales  in  the  circle  j  who  hav- 
"  ing  taken  the  lame  folace  gives  it  to  another  j 
"  and  thus  it  goes  round  till  only  afhes  remain, 
"  which  the  deputy  fhakes  upon  die  hero,  who 
"  rubs  them  into  the  fat  on  his  body  with  an 
"  eager  motion,  as  if  he  would  not  loofe  a  lingle 
"  particle." 

"  The  circle  then  rifes,  he  does  fo  too,  and 
"  every  one  congratulates  him  on  the  high  ho- 
"  nour  he  has  received,  and  thanks  him  for  the 
"  fervice  he  has  done  his  country." 

"  The  hero  now  confiders  himfelf  as  raifed  to 
"  the  higheft  fummit  of  human  glory,  and  by. 
"  the  bladder  of  the  bead  he  has  killed,  which 
"  he  wears  fattened  to  his  hair,  and  the  raajeftic 
"  port  he  ever  after  alTumes,  demands  the  ho- 
"  mage  and  refpect  which  Hottentot  cuftom 
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"  afiigns  td  his  high  dignity,  and  which  all  his 
"  countrymen  conftantly  pay  him." 

"  The  death  of  no  wild  beaft  gives  fuch  joy 
"  to  a  kraal,  as  that  of  a  tyger.  The  Hotten- 
"  tots  are  infinitely  fond  of  the  flefh,  which,  in^ 
"  deed,  I  found  to  be  moft  delicious  food,  and 
"  much  fuperior  to  the  fineft  veal." 

"  I  now  come  to  the  laft  ceremonies  that 
"  have  a  reference  to  a  private  perfon;  thofethat 
"  attend  and  fucceed  his  departure  out  of  life. 
"  A  Hottentot  man',  woman  or  child,  being  in 
"  the  agonies  of  death,  the  friends  and  relations 
"  aflemble,  and  fet  up  a  terrible  howling  :  but 
"  the  breath  is  no  lboner  out  of  the  body,  than 
"  they  join  in  fo  dreadful  a  chorus  of  fcream- 
"  ing,  howling,  yelling,  roaring,  and  clapping 
"  of  hands,  that  it  is  impoflible  for  an  Eu- 
"  ropean  to  flay  in  the  kraal  with  fafety  to  his 
"  brains." 

"  The  corpfe  is  inftantly  wrapped  up  fleck 
"  and  heels  together,  much  in  the  pofture  of  a 
"  of  a  child  in  the  womb,  in  the  krofie  of  the 
"  deceafed,  fo  clofe  that  not  the  kaft  part  of 
"  it  is  to  be  feen.  The  grave  is  almoft  al- 
"  ways  either  a  cleft  in  a  rock,  ©r  a  hole  made 
*'  by  a  wild  beaft  •,  for  the  Hottentots  never  dig 
"  one  when  either  of  thefe  are  to  be  found  at  a 
"  convenient  diftance." 

"  About  fix  hours  after  the  death,  the'  bu- 
"  rial  is  performed.  When  the  corpfe  is  ready 
"  to  be  brought  out,  all  the  men  and  women  of 
"  the  kraal,  but  fueh  as  are  employed  about 
"  the  corpfe,  aflemble  before  the  doof  of  the 
"  hut,  and  fiquattung  in  two  circles,  the  men  in 
"  one,  and  the  women  in  another,  they  clap 
**  their  hands,  crying  it*  doleful  accents,  bo, 
"  bo,  bo,  or  father,  father,  father.  The  co- 
"  vering  being  removed,  the  corpfe  is  brought 
"  out  from  «he  back  part  of  the  hut ;  for  it  muft 
*'  not  be  taken  out  at  the  door.  The  bearers 
"  are  named  by  the  captain  of  the  kraal,  or  by 
"  the  relations  of  the  deceafed,  and  carry  the 
"  body  in  their  arms.  When  it  is  brought  out, 
"  the  circles  before  the  door  rife  and  follow  it 
"  to  the  grave,  the  men  and  women  in  feparate 
"  bodies,  all  the  way  wringing  their  hands, 
*'  howling  out,  bo,  bo,  bo,  and  putting  them- 
"  felves  in  fuch  ridiculous  poftures,  that  it  is 
"  difficult  for  an  European  to  be  prefent  and 
"  forbear  laughing." 

"  Having  put  the  corpfe  into  the  hole,  they 
"  fill  it  up  with  the  mould  of  ant-hills,  that  it 
*'  may  be  the  fooner  confumed,  and  cram  ftones 
*'  and  pieces  of  wood  into  the  grave  to  prevent 
"  its  being  devoured  by  wild  beafts.  This  be- 
"  ing  done,  they  return  to  the  kraal,  fquat  down 
*'  again  in  two  circles  before  the  door,  and  for 
"  about  an  hour  longer  continue  their  lamenta- 
"  tions,  till  the  word  being  given  for  filence, 
"  two  old  women,  the  friends  or  relations  of  the 
"  deceafed,  enter  into  each  circle,  and  fparingly 
"  difpenfe  their  ftreams  upon  each  perfon,  fo 
."  that  all  may  have  ibme  :  all  the  company  re- 
- M  ceive  their  water  with  eagernefs  and  venera- 
"  tion." 

*'  This  being  done,  each  fteps  into  the  hut, 
*'  and  taking  up  a  handful  of  afhes.  from  the 
*'  hearth,  comes  out  by  the  paffage  made  for  the 


"  corpfe,  and  ftrews  the  afhes  by  little  and  Iittfe 
"  upon  the  whole  company.  This,  fay  they,  is 
**  done  to  humble  their  pride  ;  to  banifh  notions 
"  of  diftinftion  ;  and  to  fbew  them,  that  old 
"  and  young,  rich  and  poor,  the  weak  and  the 
"  ftrong,  the  beautiful  and  the  ugly,  will  all 
"  be  alike,  and  reduced  to  duft  and  afhes." 

*•  If  the  deceafed  left  any  cattle,  the  heir  now 
"  kills  a  fheep,  and  lbme  of  his  neareft  relations, 
"  if  they  are  able,  do  the  fame,  for  the  enter- 
"  tainment  of  the  kraal.     The  caul  of  the  fheep 
*:  killed  by  the  heir  is  well  powdered  with  bu- 
"  chu,  and  put  about  his  neck,  and  he  is  oblig- 
"  ed  to  wear  it  till  it   drops   off.     The  other 
"  relations  wear  likewife  about  their  necks  the 
"  cauls  of  the  fheep  they  kill  upon  this  occafion, 
"  Thefe  cauls  are  the  mourning  the  rich  Hot- 
"  tentots  put  on  for  the  dead.     But  if  the  rela- 
"  tions  are  fo  poor,  that  they  cannot  afford  to 
"  kill  any  cattle  for  the  entertainment  of  the 
"  kraal,  they  fhave  their  heads  in  narrow  ftripes» 
"  alternately  leaving  a  ftripe  of  hair,  and  another 
"  fhaved," 

"  But  they  have  a  moft  horrid  etiftom  with 
"  regard  to  thofe  of  both  fexes  who  are  grown 
"  fuperannuated.  So  long  as  an  old  man  or 
"  woman  is  able  to  fetch  in  a  ftick  a  day,  or 
"  can  perform  any  office  of  kindnefs,  care  is 
"  taken  to  render  their  lives  as  eafy  as  pcflible : 
"  but  when  they  can  be  of  no  manner  of  fer- 
"  vice,  they  are,  by  the  conlent  of  the  kraal, 
"  placed  in  a  folitary  hut  at  a  confiderable  dif- 
"  tance,  with  a  fmall  ftock  of  provifions  within 
"  their  reach,  where  they  are  left  without  any 
"  one  to  afiift  them,  to  die  of  hunger,  or  to  be 
"  devoured  by  the  wild  beafts.  Cruel  as  this 
"  cuftom  is,  they  confider  it  as  an  aft  of  mercy, 
"  and  are  filled  with  amazement  at  hearing  the 
"  Europeans  fpeak  of  it  with  horror." 

"  Bcfides  thefe  they  have  fome  ceremonies  of 
"  a  general  concern  ;  as  upon  the  overthrow  of 
"  an  enemy  ;  on  a  confiderable  daughter  being 
"  made  of  the  wild  beafts  that  devour  their  cat- 
"  catt'e  ;  on  the  removal  of  a  kraal,  when  the 
"  pafture  about  it  becomes  too  barren  for  the 
"  fupport  of  their  cattle  ;  when  an  inhabitanr. 
"  dies  in  it,  either  a  violent  or  natural  death  , 
"  or  to  propitiate  the  deity  when  a  difeafe  is  got 
"  among  their  fheep." 

"  When  they  defign  a  public  entertainment, 
"  they  ereft  in  the  center  of  the  kraal  a  fort  of 
"  booth  or  arbour,  ftifficient  to  entertain  com- 
"  modioufly  all  the  men,  and  made  of  new  ma- 
"  terials,  alluding  to  their  defign  of  beginning 
"  on  fuch  occafions  to  lead  a  new  life." 

"  On  the  morning  of  the  day  appointed  for 
"  the  folemnity,  the  women  and  children  of  the 
"  kraal  go  into  the  vallies  to  gather  the  moft 
"  beautiful  and  odoriferous  herbs,  Mowers,  and 
"  boughs  of  trees,  and  with  thef"  they  adorn 
"  the  booth.  The  men  then  kill  the  fatteft  bul- 
"  lock,  part  of  which  is  roafted,  and  the  reft 
ct  boiled.  The  men  eat  it  in  the  booth,  and  the 
"  women  are  obliged  to  be  fatisfied  with  the 
"  broth." 

"  They  then  go  to  fmoaking  and  dancing, 
"  while  a  band  of  mufic,  compoied  of  a  kind  of 
"  flutes  formed  of  reeds,  and  a  fort  of  drum, 
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"  ftrikes  up  between  whiles.       Some  fing,  o 
"  thers   crack  jokco,    and  mirth    triumphs 
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"  florins  of  laughter  :  but  though  tney  are  1 
**  moderately  fond  of  flrong  liquors,  yet  little 
"  or  none  of  any  fort  is  feen  in  thefc  lolemnities, 
"  which  commonly  continue  the  remainder 
"  of  the  day,  and  the  greateft  part  of  the 
«  night." 

"  When  they  relblve  to  remove  a  kraal,  on 
"  account  of  the  barrennefs  of  the  pafture,  they 
"  kill  a  fat  fheep  :  part  they  roail,  and  part 
"  they  boil,  fending  to  the  women  the  ulual  re- 
"  gale  of  broth.  The  feaft  is  conducted  with  a 
"  great  deal  of  mirth  and  good  humour  ;  and  is 
"  confidered  as  a  thank-offering  for  the  boun- 
"  ties  of  nature  enjoyed  in  that  place." 

"  When  they  have  done,  they  demolifh  their 
"  cots,  pack  up  their  furniture,  and  remove  at 
"  once;  the  men  in  one  body,  and  the  women 
"•  and  children  in  another,  to  the  place  marked 
"  out  for  a  new  fettlement ;  where  being  ar- 
"  rived,  in  about  two  hours  time  they  ereel  the 
"  kraal,  and  difpofe  of  their  furniture." 

"  A  fheep  is  then  killed  by  the  women,  and 
"  dreffed  as  before  ;  but  they  now  fend  their 
"  hufbands  the  broth,  and  eat  the  flefh  them- 
•'  felves.  Having  anointed  their  kroffes  with 
•*  the  fat,  they  powder  their  hair  with  buchu, 
"  and  go  to  the  feveral  diverfions  among  them- 
"  felves,  which  they  continue  the  reft  of  the 
"  day,  and  till  pretty  far  in  the  night.  The 
"  fheep  is  here  confidered  as  a  facrifice,  and  the 
"  unctions  and  powderings  are  religious  forma- 
"  lities,  for  the  profperity  of  the  kraal,  and  the 
"  continuance  of  plenty  in  that  neighbour- 
"  hood." 

"  It  may  be  here  proper  to  defcribe  the  man- 
"  ner  of  building  their  huts*  and  difpofing  of 
"  their  kraals.  The  huts  are  all  oval,  about 
"  fourteen  feet  the  longeft  way,  formed  of  flicks, 
"  one  end  of  which  is  fixed  in  the  ground,  and 
u  the  other  bent  over  the  top  fo  as  to  make  an 
*'  arch  -,  but  they  are  feldom  fo  high  as  for  a 
"  man  to  Hand  upright  within  them.  The 
"  arches  being  fixed  by  tying  bent  flicks  with  a 
"  kind  of  rope  made  of  rufhes,  the  whole  is  co- 
"  vered  with  mats,  which  are  made  fo  fafl  to 
"  each  other  and  the  flicks,  as  not  to  be  remov- 
"  ed  by  the  wind  or  rain." 

"  Thofe  of  the  wealthy  Hottentots  have  alfo 
**  a  covering  of  fkins  :  they  have  no  other  o- 
"  pening  but  at  the  entrance,  which  is  alfo  arch- 


"  ed,  and  only  about  three  feet  high,  en  the 
"  top  of  which  is  fixed  a  Quo  to  be  taken  up  and 
"  letdown,  in  order  to  keep  out  the  wind  ■,  and 
"    this  is  the  only  pafTage  for  the  frrioke." 

"  Their  ftrfhiture  confiils  bf  earthen  pots  for 
"  d  re  fling  their  victuals,  and  feveral  other  vef- 
"  fels  for  holding  water,  milk  and  butter.  Their 
"  fire-place  is  a  hole  made  in  the  middle  of  the 
"  hut,  and  their  bed  is  a  fkin  fpread  in  a  hole 
"  funk  a  little  below  the  furface  of  the 
"  ground." 

"  A  kraal  confifts  of  twenty  or  more  of  thefe 
"  huts,  placed  near  each  other  in  a  circle,  leav- 
"  ing  an  area  in  the  middle ;  each  kraal  con- 
"  taining  from  one  to  three  or  four  hundred 
"  fouls." 

"  The  huts  of  the  wealthy  are  often  hung  with 
"  beautiful  fkins,  and  a  variety  of  trinkets  :  but 
"  though  all  the  Hottentot  huts  arc  narrow, 
"  dark  and  filthy,  harmony  reigns  continually 
"  in  almofl  every  one  of  them  ;  that  heavenly 
"  charm,  fo  rarely  to  be  found  in  the  palaces  of 
"  Europe." 

"  When  a  difference  happens  between  a  man 
"  and  his  wife,  it  is  foon  accommodated :  all 
"  their  neighbours  inflantly  interpofe,  and  the 
"  quarrel  is  fpeedily  made  up.  The  Hottentots 
"  run  to  the  fuppreffion  of  flrife,  when  it  has 
"  feized  a  family,  as  we  do  to  put  out  a  fire 
"  that  has  feized  a  houfe,  and  allow  themfelves 
"  no  reft  till  every  matter  of  difpute  is  ad- 
"  jufted." 

"  The  laft  public  ceremony  I  fh'all  men- 
"  tion  is  propitiatory  offerings  for  a  difeafe  a- 
"  mong  their  fheep,  which  laft  for  three  days, 
"  on  each  of  which  the  old  men  affemble  by 
"  themfelves,  and  feaft  on  a  fat  fheep  •,  while 
"  the  young  men  at  a  diftance  eat  the  entrails, 
"  and  the  women  and  children  fup  the  broth 
"  prepared  from  the  part  that  is  boiled.  The 
"  feaft  being  over,  they  fpend  the  remainder  of 
"  each  day  in  finging  and  dancing.  If  upon 
"  thefe  offerings,  which  they  confider  as  acts  of 
"  atonement  for  their  offences  againft  Gounja, 
"  the  diftemper  ceafes,  they  grow  wild  with  joy, 
"  and  there  is  no  end  of  their  feafts  and  rejoic- 
"  ings.  They  imagine  that  Gounja  is  delight- 
"  ed  with  their  offerings,  and  the  thoughts  of 
"  having  pleafed  him  tranfports  them  to  an  af- 
"  tonifning  degree,  and  furnifhes  fuch  fcenes  of 
"  extafy  and  mirth,  as  perhaps  are  not  to  be  met 
"  with  in  any  other  part  of  the  wot  Id," 
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CHAP. 


III. 


Account  of  the  Hottentots  management  of  their  cattle  ;  their  dexterity  at  feveral  arts  ;  their 
ojfenfive  weapons,  and  the  /kill  with  which  they  ufe  them,  particularly  in  the  chace  ;  the 
manner  in  which  they  intrap  elephants,  &c.  their  Jkill  in  Jwinvning  and  filling  ;  account 
of  the  mof  remarkable  animals  found  at  the  cape ;  Mr.  KoJben  returns  to  Europe. 


women  milking  the  cows 


'  *~\~^  H  E  cattle   of  a  kraal  run  all  together, 
'  and  the  meaneft   inhabitant  who    has 

'  but  a  fingle  lheep  has  the  privilege  of 

'  of  turning  it  into  the  flock,  where  as  much 
'  care  is  taken  of  it,  as  of  the fheep  of  the  rich- 
'  eft  and  moft  powerful  of  the  kraal.  They 
'  have  no  particular  herdfmen  or  fhepherds,  for 
'  driving  their  cattle  to  the  pafture,  and  guard- 
'  ing  them  from  wild  bealls.  This  office  they 
'  take  upon  them  by  turns,  three  or  four  of 
'  them  together  •,  the 
'  morning  and  evening." 

"  Between  five  and  fix  in  the  evening,  they 
'  generally  drive  them  home.  In  the  area  of 
'  the  kraal  they  lodge  the  calves  and  all  the 
'  fmall  cattle,  and  on  the  outfide  range  the  great 
E  cattle,  tying  two  and  two  together  by  the 
1  feet.  Thefe  are  in  the  night  guarded  by  the 
'  dogs,  of  which  every  hut  has  one  or  two." 

"  The  Hottentots  have  what  they  call  Backe- 
'  leyers,  or  fighting  oxen,  which  they  ufe  in 
q  their  wars,  as  fome  nations  do  elephants  : 
'  thefe  gore,  kick,  and  trample  the  enemy  to 
'  death  with  incredible  fury.  Each  army  has 
'  a  drove  of  them,  which  they  take  an  oppor- 
'  tunity  to  turn  upon  their  foes." 

"  The  courage  of  thefe  creatures  is  amazing, 
'  and  the  difcipline  upon  which  they  are  formed 
'  does  no  little  honour  to  the  Hottentot  genius 
'  and  dexterity.  They  are  alfo  of  great  ufe  to 
:  them  in  the  government  of  their  herds  at 
:  pafture,  for  upon  a  fignal  given  they  will 
;  fetch  in  ftragglers.  Every  kraal  has  at  leaft 
;  half  a  dozen  of  thefe  oxen,  and  when  one  of 

■  them  dies,  or  grows  fo  old  as  to  be  unfit  for 

■  fervice,  the  molt  ftately  young  ox  is  chofen 
out  of  the  herd,  and  taught  to  fucceed 
him." 

"  The  Backeleyers  know  every  inhabitant  of 
the  kraal ;  but  if  a  ftranger,  efpecially  an 
European,  approaches  the  herd,  without  hav- 
ing with  him  a  Hottentot  of  the  kraal  to 
which  they  belong,  they  make  at  him  full 
gallop  •,  and  if  he  is  not  within  hearing  of  any 
of  the  Hottentots  who  keep  the  herds,  if 
there  is  nor  a  tree  which  he  can  immediately 
climb,  or  if  he  has  not  a  light  pair  of  heels,  or 
a  piece  of  fire-arms,  he  is  certainly  demo- 
lished :  but  they  no  i'ooner  hear  the  whittling 
of  the  keepers  through  their  fingers,  or  the 
report  of  a  piftol,  than  they  return  to  their 
herds. 

"  The  Hottentots  have  likewife  great  num- 
bers of  oxen  for  carriage,  which  they  break 
with  fuch  art  that  they  render  them  as  obe- 


"  dient  to  their  drivers,  as  a  taught  dog  in  Eu- 
"  rope  is  to  the  commands  of  his  mafter.  When 
"  the  Hottentots  remove  their  kraals,  they  con- 
"  vey  the  materials  of  their  huts,  with  their  fur- 
"  niture,  on  the  backs  of  thefe  oxen. 

"  The  Hottentots  are  very  expert  at  feveral 
"  arts  :  they  will  with  great  dexterity  cut  out 
"  the  hides  of  a  beaft  in  ftraps  of  feveral  yards 
"  in  length  ;  they  make  mats  and  ropes  of  great 
"  ftrength  of  flags  and  bulrufhes,  and  form  ear- 
"  then  pots  of  the  mould  of  ant-hills,  in  which 
"  the  eggs  of  the  ants  make  a  furprifing  ce- 
"  ment." 

"  They  fafhion  the  pot  on  a  fmooth  flat  ftone, 
"  by  hand,  as  a  paftiy-cook  does  a  pye,  in  the 
"  form  of  a  Roman  urn  ;  they  let  it  dry  in  the 
"  fun,  and  then  burn  it  in  a  hole  made  in  the 
"  earth,  by  making  a  quick  fire  over  it.  Thefe 
"  pots  are  as  black  as  jet,  and  of  a  furprifing 
"  firmnefs." 

"  The  Hottentots  point  their  weapons  with 
"  iron,  which  they  even  draw  from  the  ore  : 
"  for  this  purpofe,  they  make  a  hole  in  a  raifed 
"  piece  of  ground,  and  about  a  foot  and  a  half 
"  on  the  defcent  make  another  of  lefs  extent,  to 
"  receive  the  melted  iron,  which  is  to  run  into 
"  it  by  a  channel  made  from  one  hole  to  the 
"  other.  They  then  kindle  a  fire  in  the  upper 
"  hole,  and  when  the  earth  about  it  is  thorough- 
"  ly  heated,  put  in  the  iron  ftones,  and  make 
"  a  large  fire  over  them,  which  they  fupply 
"  with  fuel  till  the  iron  runs  into  the  receiver. 
"  When  the  iron  is  cold  they  take  it  out,  heat 
"  it  in  other  fires,  and  with  no  other  implements 
"  but  ftones,  beat  it  out,  and  lhape  it  into  wea 
"  pons,  after  which  they  grind  and  polilh  it  fo 
"  nicely  upon  a  flat  ftone,  as  to  render  it  a  va 
"  luable  piece  of  work,  both  for  ufe  and 
"  beauty." 

"  This  ingenuity  is  not  inconfiftent  with  their 
"  habitual  lazineis  ;  for  a  poor  Hottentot  hav- 
"  ing  made  a  fet  of  arms  for  his  own  ufe,  and 
"  another  for  fale  to  a  rich  one,  by  which  he 
"  has  got  two  or  three  heads  of  cattle,  can  hard- 
"  ly  ever  be  induced  to  fet  his  hand  to  the  fame 
"  labour  a  third  time.  The  dexterity  of  theHot- 
"  tots  in  difcharo-i.no;  an  arrow,  and  throwing 
"  what  they  call  the  hafiagaye  and  rackum-ftick, 
"  is  very  aftonifhing." 

"  A  Hottentot  arrow  confills  of  a  fmall  ta- 
"  pering  flick  or  cane,  of  about  a  foot  and  a 
"  half  in  length,  pointed  with  a  frnall  thin  piece 
"  of  iron,  bearded,  and  joined  to  the  flick  or 
"  cane  by  a  barrel. 

"  Their  bows    are    made  of  olive   or   iron 

"  wood, 
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"  wood,  and  the  firings  of  the  finevvs  or  guts  of 
"  bealts,  fattened  to  a  flrong  wooden  or  iron 
"  hook  at  each  end  of  the  bow.  The  quiver  is 
"  a  long  narrow  bag,  made  of  the  fkin  of  an  ox, 
"  elk,  or  elephant,  and  flung  over  the  moulder 
"  by  a  ftrap  faflened  to  it ;  but  to  the  upper  end 
"  of  the  quiver  is  fixed  a  hook,  on  which  the 
"  bow  is  hung,  when  they  go  to  war,  or  to  the 
"  chace." 

"  The  haflagaye  is  a  kind  of  a  half  pike  ;  the 
lt  fliaft  is  a  taper  flick  of  the  length  and  thick- 
"  nefs  of  a  rake  handle,  armed  at  the  thickefl 
"  end  with  a  little  thin  iron  plate,  tapering  to  a 
"  point,  and  very  fharpon  the  edges." 

11  The  rackum-flick  is  a  kind  of  dart,  little 
44  more  than  a  foot  long,  made  of  hard  wood. 
"  In  the  ufe  of  thefe  weapons,  the  Hottentots 
"  fhew  fuch  quicknefs  of  eye,  and  furenefs  of 
"  Jiand,  as  I  believe  no  people  upon  earth  have 
"  befides  themfelves.  If  a  Hottentot  fees  a 
''•  hare,  deer,  or  wild  goat  within  thirty  or  forty 
"  yards  of  him,  away  flies  the  rackum-flick, 
"  and  down  falls  the  animal,  generally  pierced 
"  through  the  body." 

"  They  are  not  lefs  expert  in  the  ufe  of  the 
"  bow  and  arrow,  for  if  there  be  no  wind,  they 
"  will  hit  a  mark  no  bigger  than  a  filver  penny, 
"  at  a  confiderable  diilance.  They  are  equally 
44  expert  in  throwing  the  hafTagaye,  and  flinging 
"  a  flone.  Ih  all  thefe  cafes  they  fland  not,  as 
"  the  Europeans,  like  flatues,  to  take  their 
'*  aim,  but  while  they  gather  it,  which  they  are 
"  not  long  in  doing,  they  fkip  from  fide  to  fide, 
44  and  brandifh  and  whirl  the  weapon  about  in 
"  fuch  a  manner,  that  the  whole  appears  like  an 
"  idle  flourifh  -,  but  on  a  fudden  away  it  flies  to 
"  the  mark.  Their  dexterity  on  thefe  occafions 
14  is  quite  incredible,  and  can  hardly  be  com 
44  ceived." 

"  When  all  the  men  of  a  kraal  are  out  upon 
"  a  chace,  and  difcover  a  wild  beafl  of  any  con- 
44  fiderable  fize,  they  endeavour  to  furround 
4'  him,  which  they  generally  do  very  foon,  tho' 
44  the  beafl,  of  whatever  kind,  betakes  himfelf  to 
44  his  heels.  If  they  thus  encompafs  an  elephant, 
44  or  a  rhinoceros,  they  attack  him  with  hafla- 
44  gayes,  the  hardnefs  and  thicknefs  of  his  hide 
44  fortifying  him  againfl  a  fhower  of  arrows.  If 
44  they  do  not  lay  him  dead  upon  the  fpot,  and 
14  he  is  able  to  return  the  attack  upon  the  Hot- 
44  tentots,  they  form  as  large  a  ring  as  they  can 
44  make,  fo  as  to  reach  him  with  their  hafla- 
"  gayes. 

44  The  creature  being  wounded,  runs  with 
44  great  noife  and  fury  at  the  perfons  who  threw 
44  the  weapons.  Then  others  attack  him  in  the 
m  rear.  He  turns  about  to  attack  the  lalt  affail- 
44  ants,  and  is  again  attacked  in  the  rear.  A- 
44  gain  he  turns  about,  and  is  again  attacked. 
44  The  haflagayes  multiply  upon  his  body.  He 
44  roars,  tears  up  the  ground,  and  has  fometimes 
44  as  it  were  a  foreft  of  haflagayes  upon  his  back 
44  before  he  falls." 

44  When  a  lion,  tyger,  or  leopard  is  thus  en- 
44  compafled,  they  attack  him  both  with  hafla- 
44  gayes  and  arrows.  With  flaming  eyes  and  the 
44  wildefl  rage  he  flies  upon  thofe  who  difcharg- 
*  ed  them.     He  is  nimble,  they   are  nimbler, 


"  and  avoid  him  with  afconifhing  dexterity  till 
44  they  are  relieved  by  others.  He  leaps  towards 
4'  one  fo  quick,  and,  to  all  appearance,  with  fo 
"  fure  a  paw,  that  it  feems  as  if  the  man  muft 
"  beinflantly  torn  in  pieces  ;  but  the  perfon  in 
"  danger  leaps  away  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye, 
"  and  the  beafl  fpends  all  his  rage  upon  the 
"  ground.  He  turns  and  leaps  towards  ano- 
"  ther,  and  another,  and  another  ;  but  ft  ill  in 
"  vain  :  they  avoid  him  with  the  quicknefs  of 
"  thought,  and  ftill  he  fights  only  with  the 
"  air." 

"  All  this  time  the  arrows  and  haflagayes  are 
'4  fhowering  upon  him  in  the  rear.  He  grows 
44  mad  with  pain,  and  running  and  leaping  from 
"  one  party  of  his  enemies  to  another,  and  tum- 
44  bling  from  time  to  time  to  break  the  arrows 
44  and  haflagayes  that  are  faflened  in  him,'  he 
44  foams,  yells,  and  roars  in  the  moil  terrible 
44  manner." 

44  Nothing  in  the  world  can  be  more  admira- 
44  ble  than  the  activity  and  addreis  with  which 
44  the  Hottentots  efcape  the  paws  of  the  beafl, 
44  and  the  incredible  fpeed  and  refolution  with 
44  which  they  relieve  each  other.  If  the  beafl  is 
"  not  quickly  flain,  he  is  foon  convinced  that 
4'  there  is  no  dealing  with  fo  nimble  an  enemy  •, 
44  and  then  he  makes  off"  with  his  utmoft  fp  :  ci  ; 
"  but  having  by  this  time  a  multitude  of  arrows 
44  and  haflagayes  on  his  back,  fome  of  which  are 
44  commonly  poifoned,  he  foon  falls." 

"  But  the  Hottentots  do  not  often  engnge  an 
44  elephant,  a  rhinoceros,  or  an  elk  after  this 
c<  manner  :  the  elephants  going  always  to  water 
"  in  troops  in  a  line,  make  a  path  from  their 
"  haunts  to  the  water  fide.  In  this  path  the 
"  Hottentots,  without  fpade  or  pick-ax,  for  they 
44  have  no  fuch  tools,  make  a  hole  from  fix  to> 
"  eight  feet  deep,  in  the  middle  of  which  they 
14  fix  a  flrong  flake  tapering  up  to  a  point  al- 
44  mofl  to  the  top  of  the  hole.  When  this  is 
44  done  they  cover  the  hole  with  fmall  boughs', 
"  leaves,  mould,  and  grafs,  fo  that  no  man  liv- 
44  ing  would  fufpe<5t  the  trap.  The  elephants 
44  keeping  pretty  clofe  to  the  track,  one  or  other 
44  of  them  is  fure  to  fall  in  with  his  fore  feet, 
44  when  his  neck  or  breafl  being  pierced  by  the 
44  fcake,  on  which  his  whole  body  refls,  the  more 
44  he  flruggles,  the  farther  it  penetrates.  The 
44  refl  of  the  elephants  immediately  make  off  as 
44  fafl  as  poflible.  Mean  while  the  Hottentots 
"  feeing  the  elephant  thus  caught,  iffue  out  of 
44  their  covert,  get  upon  the  neck  of  the  beafl, 
44  and  either  break  his  fkull  with  heavy  flones, 
44  or  cut  his  large  veins  with  their  knives.  The 
44  carcale  is  then  cut  in  pieces  and  carried  to  the 
44  kraal,  where  all  the  inhabitants  feafl  upon  it 
44  very  jovially.  The  rhinoceros  and  the  elk 
44  are  alfo  frequently  taken  in  the  fame  man- 
«  ner." 

44  The  Hottentots  are  likewife  very  dexter- 
"  ous  fv/immers  :  this  they  perform  in  a  differ- 
44  ent  manner  from  other  nations  ;  they  beat  the 
44  water  with  their  feet,  and  raifing  themfelves 
"  erecT,  paddle  along  with  their  necks  and  arms 
41  above  the  furface.  Thus  they  crofs  deep  ri- 
"  vers,  and  proceed  with  great  fivviftnefs  in  the 
"  fe'a,  dancing  forward  without  the  leafl  appre^ 

44  henfion. 
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henfion  of  danger,  in  the  manner  that  Euro- 
pean fwimmers  call  treading  the  water-,  fifing 
and  falling  with  the  waves  like  fo  many 
corks.     They   are   alfo  extremely   expert  at 

fifhing." 

"  I  have  already  obferved,  that  the  wealth  of 
the  Hottentots  con  fills  in  their  cattle,  and  it 
is  never  to  be  feen  in  any  other  kind,  unlefs 
it  be  in  elephant's  teeth,  of  which  they  get 
a  great  number,  though  they  bring  but  few  to 
the  cape.  The  Dutch  imagine  they  difpofe 
of  the  beft  part  of  them  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Terra  du  Natal,  or  to  the  Portugueie  at  Mo- 
fambique.  They  have  no  fuch  thing  as  mo- 
ney among  them  ;  for  their  traffic  with  one 
another,  as  well  as  with  drangers,  is  always 
in  the  way  of  barter." 

"  A  few  of  them  now  and  then  get  the  eggs 
of  odriche?,  and  the  fklns  of  wild  beads,  which 
they  difpofe  of  to  the  Europeans,  in  exchange 
for  wine,  brandy,  tobacco,  pipes,  coral,  beads, 
fmall  looking-glades,  knives,  iron,  fm all  bits 
of  polifhed  brafs  or  copper,  ear-rings,  &c. 
Generally  fpeaking,  they  part  with  the  cattle, 
both  to  the  Europeans  and  to  one  another,  at 
fo  cheap  a  rate  as  is  almoft  incredible.  I  ne- 
never  offered  a  pound  of  tobacco  to  a  Hotten- 
tot for  an  ox,  half  a  pound  for  a  large  fheep, 
and  a  quarter  of  a  pound  for  a  fat  lamb,  but 
the  offer  was  accepted  •,  though  I  had  the 
bargain  the  fooner,  if  I  offered  to  crown  it 
with  the  prefent  of  a  dram.  Many  a  time 
have  I  bought  great  and  fmall  cattle  of  them 
at  thefe  rates,  which  I  folemnly  affure  the 
reader  is  driclly  true." 

"  It  has  been  already  obferved  that  the  grafs 
about  the  cape  is  intermixed  with  the  mod 
beautiful  flowers  •,  and  befides  the  many  rich 
fruits  natural  to  the  climate,  the  Dutch  have 
planted  in  their  gardens  mod  of  thofe  of  every 
other  part  of  the  world,  which  flourilh  here 
in  great  perfection." 

"  On  the  other  hand,  the  wild  beads  of  the 
country  are  extremely  fierce  and  favage.  The 
lions  here  are  remarkable  for  their  drength. 
When  they  come  upon  their  prey  they  knock 
it  down,  and  never  bite  till  they  have  given  it 
the  mortal  blow,  which  is  generally  accom- 
panied with  a  dreadful  roar.  When  the  lion 
is  pinched  with  hunger  he  fhakes  his  mane, 
and  ladies  his  fide  with  his  tail.  When  he  is 
thus  agitated  'tis  almod  certain  death  to  come 
in  his  way  ;  and  as  he  generally  lurks  for  his 
prey  behind  the  bufhes,  travellers  lomerimes 
do  not  difcover  the  motion  of  his  tail  till  it  is 
too  late  :  but  if  a  lion  fhakes  not  his  mane, 
nor  laihes  himitlf  with  his  tail,  a  traveller 
may  pais  fafely  by  him.  The  flefh  of  a  lion 
eats  fomethiny  like  venifon." 
"  The  leopard  and  tyger,  which  nearly  re- 
femble  each  other,  are  next  in  fiercenefs  to 
the  lion.  The  tyger  is  much  larger  than  the 
leopard,  and  is  difiinguifhed  by  rings  of  black 
hair  inclofing  fpots  of  yellows  ;  but  the  black 
dreaks  of  the  leopard  are  not  round,  but 
formed  with  an  opening  in  the  manner  of  a 
horfc-fhoe.     Thev  will  neither  of  thera  eat  the 


fkfh  of  any  bead  they  have  not  killed  t  hem- 
felves."       - 

"  One  Bowman,  a  burgher  at  the  cape,  walk- 
ing by  himfelf  in  the  fields,  was  furprized  by 
a  tyger,  which  leaped  at  his  throat ;  but  tho' 
terribly  frighted,  he  had  the  preienceof  mindto 
feize  him  by  the  head,  and  firugghng  with 
him,  threw  him  to  the  ground,  and  fell  upon 
him,  when  holding  him  down  with  one  hand, 
and  the  weight  of  his  body,  he  with  the  other 
drew  a  knife  out  of  his  p ocket,  and  cut  the 
tyger's  throat.  The  bead  immediately  ex- 
pired •,  but  Mr.  Bowman  received  fo  many 
wounds,  and  lod  lb  much  blood,  in  this 
brave  conflict,  that  it  was  long  before  he  re- 
covered." 

"  The  cape  e'ephants  are  much  larger  than* 
thofe  of  any  other  country,  and  their  teeth  are 
from  fixty  to  one  hundred  and  twenty  pounds 
weight.  The  female  is  much  lefs  than  the 
male,  and  her  dugs  fall  from  her  bread  be- 
tween her  fore-kgs.  I  am  certain  thofe  au- 
thors are  midaken  who  fay  that  they  fleep 
dancing-,  for  I  have  many  a  time  feen  very 
perfedt  impreikons  of  their  bodies  on  the 
ground  where  they  have  flept.  -  Their  ordi- 
nary food  is  g;  afs,  heath,  rocts,  and  the  ten- 
t  er  branches  of  fnrubs.  They  have  no  hair, 
and  their  fkins  have  a  multitude  of  fears  and 
dratches, which  they  receive  by  preiTng  thro' 
thorns  and  bufhes." 

"  The  cape  rhinoceros  is  of  a  dark  r.fh-co- 
lour,  approaching  to  a  black.  His  fkin  is 
alio  without  hair ;  but  it  is  fo  hard  that  it  is 
di£kult  to  pierce  it  with  a  fharp  knife.  He 
is  reprefented  as  armed  all  over  with  dales  -y 
but  thofe  at  the  cape  have  really  none,  though 
the  numberlefs  lcars  and  fcratches  en  their 
hides  make  them  look  at  a  didance  as  if  fen- 
ced with  leaks.  The  mouth  of  the  rhinoce- 
ros refembles  that  of  a  hog,  and  upon  his 
inout  grows  a  folid  dark  grey  horn,  about  fix 
inches  in  length,  hollow,  and  in  the  form  of  a 
half  bowl  inverted.  His  ears  are  fmall,  and 
his  legs  fhorter  than  thofe  of  the  elephant. 
With  that  animal  he  is  at  perpetual  enmity, 
and  whenever  he  furprifes  him,  he  rips  open 
his  belly  with  the  horn  of  his  fnout.  He 
catches  the  fcent  of  any  creature  that  is  to  the 
windward  of  him,  and  marches  towards  it  on 
a  right  line,  grunting  and  tearing  his  way 
through  all  oppoiition  of  trees  and  bufhes. 
He  never  attacks  a  man  unprovoked,  unlefs 
he  wears  a  red  coat,  in  which  cafe  he  rends 
and  dedroys  every  thing  that  dands  between 
him  and  the  object  of  his  rage  ;  if  he  feizes 
him  he  throws  him  over  his  head  with  great 
violence,  and  then  feeds  upon  him  by  licking 
the  flefh  off  the  bones  with  his  rough  and 
prickly  tongue.  His  eyes  are  very  fmall, 
and  he  only  fees  firait  forward  :  though  he  is 
pretty  fwift  of  foot,  he  is  very  flow  and  auk- 
ward  in  turning  ;  the  way  therefore  for  a  per- 
fon  to  avoid  him,  is  to  differ  him  to  come 
within  eight  or  ten  paces,  and  then  to  flip  a 
few  paces  afide,  by  which  means  he  lofes  fight 
of  his  prey,  and  it  cods  him  a   great  deal  of 
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"  awkward  trouble  to  get  theperfon  again  in  his 
"  view.  This  I  have  more  than  once  experienced. 
"  He  feeds  chiefly  on  lhrubs,  broom,  and  thii- 
"  ties." 

"  The  buffaloes  of  the  cape  are  krgcr  than 
"  thofe  of  Europe,  and  of  a  brown  red.  Their 
"  horns  are  lhort,  and  their  fkin  fo  hard  and 
"  tough,  that  it  is  difficult  to  kill  them  without 
"  very  good  fire-arms.  They  are  alio  enraged 
"  at  the  light  of  any  thing  red,  and  at  the  dif- 
"  charge  of  a  gun  near  them  :  on  thefe  occa- 
"  fions  they  roar,  ftamp,  tear  up  the  ground, 
"  and  run  with  fury  at  the  offending  party." 

"  Tlie  elks  of  the  cape  are  generally  five  feet 
"  high.  Their  heads  refemble  the  head  of  the 
"  hart,  and  are  very  fmall.  The  horns  are 
"  about  a  foot  long  and  twilled  :  but  the  ends 
"  are  ftrait,  fmooth,  and  pointed.  The  neck 
"  is  (lender  and  beautiful,  and  the  hair  on  the  body 
"  fmooth,  loft,  and  of  an  afh-colour.  The  legs 
"  are  long  and  flender,  and  the  tail  about  a  foot 
"  in  length.  The  fiefh  taftes  like  good  beef. 
"  They  climb  the  higheft  rougheft  rocks  with 
"  furprizing  difpatch  and  fecurity." 

"  The  wild  afies  of  the  cape  are  very  beauti- 
"  ful  creatures.  They  are  of  the  fize  of  an  or- 
"  dinary  faddle  horfe,  and  refemble  an  afs  in 
"  nothing  but  the  length  of  their  ears.  The 
"  legs  of  this  animal  are  flender  and  well  pro- 
"  portioned,  and  the  hair  on  his  body  is  foft  and 
"  fleek.  On  the  ridge  of  his  back  a  black 
"  ftreak  extends  from  his  mane  to  his  tail,  and 
"  on  each  fide  are  a  great  many  ftreaks  of  vari- 
"  ous  colours,  that  meet  under  his  belly  in  lb 
"  many  circles  :  fome  are  white,  fome  yellow, 
"  and  fome  of  a  chefnut-colour  •,  and  thefe  co- 
"  lours  loie  themfelves  in  one  another  in  a  very 
"  beautiful  manner.  His  head,  ears,  mane,  and 
"  tail  are  alio  ftreaked  with  the  fame  variety. 
"  He  is  fo  fwift  that,  I  am  apt  to  believe,  there 
"  is  not  a  horfe  in  the  v/Oild  that  can  keep  up 
"  with  him." 

"  The  goats  of  the  cape  are  of  feveral  fpecies. 
"  Befldes  thofe  which  refemble  the  European, 
"  they  have  fome  of  a  fine  blue,  with  long 
"  beards  of  the  fame  colour.  They  are  all  of 
"  the  fize  of  an  European  hart.  Their  horns 
"  run  cuiioufly  up  in  rings,  till  within  a  little 
"  of*  the  point,  and  their  legs  are  long.  Their 
"  flefh  is  well-tafted,  but  feldom  fat." 

"  The  lpotted  goats  are  very  numerous,  there 
"  being  fometimes  above  a  thoufand  in  a  herd. 
:  They  are  covered  with  red,  white,  and  brown 
fpots,  and  are  of*  the  fame  fize  as  the  blue 
goats.  Their  horns,  which  are  about  a  foot 
long,  incline  backwards,  and  run  up  twilling 
to  the  middle,  and  from  thence  to  the  end  are 
ftrait  and  fmooth.  Their  beards  are  of  a 
brown  red,  and  very  long  •,  and  their  legs  are 
well  proportioned.  Their  flefh  has  the  tafte 
of  veniion." 

"  There  is  another  kind  of  goat,  which  has 
a  very  beautiful  head,  adorned  with  a  couple 
of  fmooth,  bending,  pointed  horns,  three  feet 
long,  extending  towards  the  back.  From  his 
forehead  to  his  tail  runs  a  white  ftreak,  which 
is  crofled  at  the  fhoulders  by  another  ;  likewile 
another  white  ftreak  croiTes  the  middle  of  the 
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back,  and  extends  on  both  fides  to  the  belly  ; 
and  a  third  crofies  it  above  the  buttocks,  and 
runs  down  them.  The  hair  on  all  the  other 
parts  of  his  body  is  greyifh,  with  little  touches 
of  red,  only  that  of  the  belly  approaches  to  a 
white.  His  beard  is  grey,  and  his  legs  are 
long."  .       .    . 

"  The  earth  hogs  in  the  Hottentot  countries 
are  not  unlike  the  hogs  in  Europe,  only  they 
are  fomewhat  red  ;  their  heads  are  longer, 
their  fnouts  more  pointed,  and  they  are  quite 
toothlefs.  The  tongue  of  this  animal  is  very 
long  and  fharp.  When  he  is  hungry  he 
looks  out  for  an  ant-hill,  and  placing  himfelf 
near  it,  he  ftretches  out  his  tongue  to  a  great 
length,  when  the  ants  mount  upon  it  in  vaft 
numbers,  where  they  are  held  by  a  glutinous 
matter  ;  and  when  it  is  well  covered,  he  draws 
it  in,  fwallows  them,  and  then  lays  out  his 
tongue  tor  more.  His  legs  are  long  and 
ftrong.  He  fcatches  holes  in  the  ground,  in 
which  he  hides  himfelf,  and  is  very  expediti- 
ous at  this  work.  If  he  gets  but  his  head  and 
fore-legs  into  the  earth,  he  holds  fo  fall,  that 
the  ftrongeft  man  cannot  pull  him  out.  His 
flefh  taftes  much  like  that  of  a  wild  hog." 
"  The  porcupines  of  the  cape  are  about  two 
feet  high,  and  three  long.  The  body  of  this 
animal  is  armed  with  a  fort  of  black  and  white 
quills  very  fharp  at  the  out  points,  and  not 
unlike  gool'e  quills  llripped  of  the  feathers. 
Thofe  on  his  back  are  about  fix  inches  long  ; 
but  the  longeft  are  on  his  hinder  parts,  and 
thefe  he  darts  at  his  purluer,  whether  man  or 
beaft  ;  but  never  does  it  till  they  are  pretty 
near  him,  and  fometimes  does  it  fo  efteciually 
that  they  flick  in  the  flefh,  and  caufe  a  violent 
pain  and  inflammation.  His  head  and  feet 
are  like  thofe  of  a  hare,  and  his  ears  refemble 
thofe  of  a  man.  His  flefh  is  wholfome  and 
well  tailed.  This  animal  does  great  mifchief 
in  the  gardens ;  and  therefore,  when  the  breach 
is  difcovered  by  which  he  enters  them,  a  muf- 
ket  is  planted  againft  it,  charged  and  cocked  : 
to  the  trigger  is  tied  a  firing,  which  runs  clofe 
along  by  the  barrel  to  the  muzzle,  where  a 
carrot  or  turnip  is  failened  :  the  porcupine  on 
feizmg  this  bait,  pulls  the  trigger,  and  is 
fhot." 

"  The  baboons  at  the  cape  are  very  numerous 
and  frequently  enter  the  gardens  and  orchards, 
being  great,  lovers  of  fruit.  On  their  entering 
them,  they  fet  a  party  to  watch  upon  the 
fences,  and  a  number  of  them  begin  to  ftrip 
the  trees,  while  the  reft  Hand  at  a  diftance 
from  each  other,  in  a  line  from  the  orchard  or 
garden,  to  the  place  of  rendezvous  on  the 
mountains.  The  fruit  as  it  is  gathered  is 
tolTed  to  the  baboon  at  the  head  of  the  line, 
and  it  immediately  paffes  from  hand  to  hand, 
up  to  the  mountains  •,  they  being  fo  very  nim- 
ble and  quick  lighted  as  hardly  ever  to  fail 
catching  in  their  paws  the  fruit  that  is  thrown 
to  them.  All  this  is  done  with  great  filence 
and  difpatch.  When  the  baboons  upon  the 
watch  difcover  any  body  approaching,  they 
give  a  loud  cry,  and  the  whole  troop  fcours 
away,    as   if  ceftruction  Was  at   their  heete, 
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the  young  ones  jumping  up  on  the  backs  of 
their  mothers.      It  is  fuppofed  they  puniih 
neglect  in  the  fentinels  with  death,  for  when 
any  are  taken  or  fhot  before  the  alarm  is  gi- 
ven, a  quarrelling  noiie  is  heard  among  them 
on  their  getting  back  to  the  mountains,  and  it 
is  not  uncommon  to  find  the  bodies  of  fome 
of  them  torn  to  pieces  in  the  way." 
"  One  of  the  moft  extraordinary  animals   at 
the  cape  is  called  by  the  Dutch  Stinkbinglem, 
or  ftinkbox  ;  ftinkino-  being-  the  grand  defence 
nature  has  given  this   creature  againft  all  its 
enemies.     It  is  ihaped  like  a  terret,  and  is  of 
the  fize  of  a  middling  dog.     When   its  pur- 
fuer,  whether  man  or  beaftr  is   come   pretty 
near,  it  pours  from  its  tail  fo  horrid  a  ftench, 
that  it  is  impofiible  to  endure  it.     A  man  is 
almoft  knocked  down  by  it,  before  he  can  get 
away  ;    and  a   dog,    or   other  animal,  is  fo 
ftrangely  confounded  by  it,  that  he  is  obliged 
every  minute  to  ftop,   to  rub  his   nofe  in  the 
grafs,  or  againft  a  tree.     The  Stinkbingfem 
having  thus  flopped  his  purfuer,  gets  a  great 
way  a  head  of  him  before  the  cbace  can  be  re- 
newed :   and  if  he  comes  up  with  him  a  fecond 
time,  he  gives  him  another  dole,  and  by  that 
means  efcapes  again.     Thus  he  proceeds  till 
his  purfuer  is  flunk  chat  of  the   field.     This 
animal  is  fometimes  fhot  by  the  Europeans, 
but  they  are  obliged   to  fuffer  it   to  lie  till  it 
rots  •,  for  it  is  no  fooner  dead,  than  its  body 
contracts  all  over  fo  naufeous  a  fmell,  that  if 
a  perfon  does  but   touch  it  with  his  fingers, 
they  retain  a  ftench  that  he  can  neither  endure, 
nor  eafily  get  off  by  any  kind  of  wafhing." 
"  Befides  thefe  there  are  many  quadrupedes 
at  the  cape,  fome  of  which  are  well  known  in 
Europe  ;  and  the  reft,  which  are  common  to 
other  hot  countries,  have  frequently  been  de- 
fcribed  by  travellers." 

"  There  are  in  this  country  many  of  the  birds 
common  in  Europe,  as  eagles,  hawks,  geefe, 
pigeons,  fparrows,  iwallows,  black-birds,  owls, 
pheafants,  fnipes,  and  a  multitude  of  b- 
thers." 

"  The  flamingos  of  the  cape  are  larger  than 
fwans,  and  their  necks  much  longer.  The 
bill  is  crooked,  furniftied  with  fhort  fharp 
teeth,  and  is  of  a  dark  blue.  The  head  and 
neek  are  white  ;  but  the  lower  parts  of  the 
wing  feathers  are  black,  and  the  upper  parts 
of  a  flame-colour.  The  legs,  which  are  as 
long  again  as  thofe  of  a  ftork,  are  of  an  orange 
colour,  and  the  feet  refemble  thole  of  a  goole. 
The  flefh  is  well  tailed,  and  the  tongue,  which 
is  large  and  fat,  eats  like  marrow." 
"  Oftriches  are  fo  numerous,  that  a  man  can 
hardly  walk  a  quarter  of  hour  in  the  country 
without  feeing  one  or  more  of  them.  The 
feathers  of  fome  are  black,  and  of  others 
white.  The  head  is  very  fmall  in  proportion 
to  the  body,  which  is  the  largeft  in  the  fea- 
thered world.  The  neck  is  long,  the  legs 
thick,  and  of  great  ftrength  ;  and  the  feet, 
which  are  cloven,  refemble  thofe  of  a  goat. 
The  weight  of  the  o'ftrich's  body  prevents  her 
being  able  to  fly  ;  but  when  fhe  fees  herfelf  in 


danger  fhe  runs,  and  promotes  her  fpeed  by 
clapping  her  wings,  proceeding  with  fuch 
iwiftneis  that  a  man  mufc  be  well  mounted  to 
overtake  her.  If  fhe  finds  fhe  cannot  efcape 
her  purfuer,  fhe  hides  her  head,  and  ftands 
flock  ftill,  till  fhe  is  fhot  or  feized.  Oftriches 
will  fwallow  pebbles,  or  pieces  of  iron ;  but- 
void  them  whole,  without  any  remarkable 
change.  They  are  early  tamed,  and  their 
eggs  are  fo  large  that  one  of  them  is  a  iufrki- 
ent  meal  for  three  or  four  perfons.  The 
oftriches  at  the  cape  do  not  leave  their  eggs 
to  be  hatched  in  the  km  -,  for  the  male  and 
female  fit  upon  them   by  turns.     They   lay 

•  them  in  the  land  •,  but  if  any  one  touches 
them,  even  without  doing  them  the  leaft  hurt, 
the   oftrich  will  forfake  them.     The   young 

■  ones  are  not  able  to  walk  till  fome  time  after 

•  they  are  out  of  the  fhell,  and  are  therefore  at- 

1  tended  by  the  old  one  till  they  are  in  a  condi- 
;  tionto  take  care  of  themfelves." 

"  The  edolio  perfectly  agrees  with  the  Eu- 
'  ropean  cuckoo,  and  is  moftly  feen  in  high 
'  trees  and  thickets.  In  fine  weather  it  diftinct- 
'  ly  repeats,  in  a  low  melancholy  tone,  edolio, 
'  edolio  ;  and  this  is  all  its  long" 

"  Among  the  reptiles  at  the  cape,  there  are 

'  Several    Ions  of  lerpents,  of  which  the  tree- 

s  ierpent  feems  one  of  the  moft  fingular.     It   is 

:  about  two  yards  long,  and  three  quarters  of 

'  an  inch  thick.    This  ferpent  winds  itfelf  about 

'  the  branches  of  trees  in  fuch  a  manner  as    to 

:  be  hardly  diftinguifhed  from  them.     All  the 

1  difference  in  point  of  colour  is  its  being  a  lie— 

;  tie  lpecklcd.     While  perfons   are  gazing  at 

the  tree,  it  darts  its  head  m  their  faces,  and 

fometimes   wounds  them.       It    immediatelv 

draws  in  its  head  again,  and  always  endeavours 

to  abandon  the  tree  :   but  it  defcends  fo  flow- 

ly,  that  it  is  eafily  killed  before  it  comes  ro 

the  ground." 

"  The  Difpas  or  thirft  ferpent  is  fo  called 
from  its  bite  caufing  a  burning  thirft.  It  is 
frequently  to  be  met  with  in  the  cape  coun- 
tries, and  is  about  three  quarters  of  a  yard- 
long-" 

"  The  Afp  is  of  an  afh  colour,  fpeckkdwkh 
red  and  yellow.  The  head  and  neck  are  very 
broad  •,  the  eyes  are  flat,  and  funk  in  the 
head  ;  and  near  each  of  them  grows  a  fleftiy 
protuberance.  They  are  of  various  lengths, 
and  fome  of  them  feveral  vards  lono\" 
"  The  Cape  Hair-Serpent  is  about  a  yard 
long,  and  three  quarters  of  an  inch  thick,  k 
is  more  dangerous  than  any  of  the  other  fer- 
pents  -,  its  bite  caufing  immediate  death,  un- 
lefs  there  be 'a  remedy  at  hand." 
"  Scorpions  are  very  numerous  at  the  cape, 
and  harbour  moftly  among  the  ftones  ;  on 
which  account  the  Europeans  are  very  cauti- 
ous of  removing  the  .ftorues  with  their  hands, 
for  fear  of  being  ftung.  Their  fling  caufes 
intolerable  pain,  and  frequently  endangers 
life.  A  cape  fcorpion  is  from  two  and  a  half 
to  three  inches  long,  of  a  dark  green  fpeckled 
with  black.  It  relembles  a  Cray  fifii,  only  its 
tail  is  longer  and  narrower." 

"  Among 
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"  Among  the  amphibious  animals  are  the 
Sea-Cow  and  Turtle,  which  a.e  efteemed  great 
danties." 

"  They  have  fiih  at  the  cape  in  great  plenty  •, 
whales,  porpoifes,  pilot-fifh,  fherks,  flying- 
fifli,  pike,  barbels,  carp,  eels,  lobfters,  crabs, 
o\  Iters,  and  many  other  kinds." 
"  There  are  feveral  forts  of  Sea  Snails,  among 
which  the  pearl  lhails  are  the  moil  worthy  of 
notice.  It  is  no  imall  pleafure  to  obferve 
them  on  the  furface  of  the  water  in  calm  wea- 
ther, when  their  fliells  ferve  them  as  boats. 
They  erect  their  heads  confiderably  above 
thefe  natural  vefTels,  and  fpreading  out  a  kind 
of  fail  with  which  nature  has  furnilhed  them, 
move  along  in  a  manner  very  diverting  to  the 
lpectator.*  If  when  they  fail  they  find  they 
are  in  danger,  they  draw  themfelves  clofe  into 


into  their  fhells,  and  fink  out  of  fight.  Many 
of  thefe  fhells  will  hold  near  a  quart,  and  are 
ufed  at  the  cape  as  drinking  cups.  The  cape 
Europeans  put  to  them  a  foot  of  filver,  ivory, 
or  wood,  and  fome  are  curioufly  embel- 
lifhed  with  ornaments  engraved  on  the  out- 
fide."       - 

"  I  have  now  given  an  account  of  the  mofl 
material  circumftances  relating  to  the  nations 
of  the  Hottentots,  and  the  Dutch  fettlement 
at  the  cape  •,  and  fhall  therefore  only  add, 
that  on  the  ninth  of  April,  171 3,  I  embarked 
on  board  the  company's  fhip  the  Stadthoufe, 
for  Holland  ;  and  after  an  agreeable  voyage 
in  which  nothing  remarkable  happened,  ar- 
rived on  the  twenty-fecond  of  May  at  Amfter- 
dam,  from  whence  I  had  the  pleafure  of  re- 
ing  to  my  native  country." 


t>^» 


This  is  j>robably  the  nautilus,  celebrated  in  the  following  lines  of  Mr.  Pope. 
J'    Learn  of  the  little  nautilus  to  fail, 
K    Spread  the  thin  oar,  and   catch  the  driving  gale." 

ETl'ay  on  Man,  Ep.  III. 
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With  the  particulars  of  the  barbarities  of  the  Dutch  at  Ameoyna. 


MR.  John  Nieuhoff,  who  was  defcended 
from  a  reputable  family,  and  born  at 
Ufen  in  the  earldom  of  Benthem,  em- 
barked at  Amfterdam  for  the  Eaft  Indies,  on 
the  twenty-third  of  Auguft  1633,  on  board  the 
Calf,  Cornelius  Juft  mafter. 

On  the  tenth  of  October  they  came  in  view 
of  the  Ifland  of  St.  Vincent,  and  about  noon 
came  to  an  anchor  in  the  bay,  where  they  fur- 
nifhed  themfelves  with  fruit,  goats,  and  frefh 
water,  which  they  purchafed  at  a  very  low 
price. 

From  this  place  they  failed  on  the  twenty- 
fixth,  and  about  noon  on  the  ninth  of  March  ar- 
rived at  Table  Bay  in  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 
It  was  a  happy  circumftance  that  they  made  this 
place  fo  foon,  for  they  were  in  great  want  of 
thofe  refrefhments  for  which  the  Cape  of  Good 


Hope  is  remarkable  •,  having  above  forty  of 
their  men  fick,  befide  eighty  that  they  had  loft 
during  the  voyage. 

Our  author  here  proceeds  to  give  fome  ac- 
count of  the  cape  ■,  but  as  the  preceding  ac- 
count of  that  country  by  Mr.  Kolben  is  very 
full  and  particular,  we  fhall  totally  omit  his  re- 
marks. 

On  the  thirteenth  of  March  they  quitted  the 
cape,  fteering  to  the  weftward  :  and  on  the 
twenty-fourth  of  May  anchored  to  the  north- 
north-eaft  of  the  ifle  of  Java,  where  feveral  boats 
came  off  to  them  with  provifions  and  refrefh- 
ments. 

They  left  this  place  on  the  twenty-fixth  :  and 
about  four  in  the  afternoon  of  the  thirtieth  ar- 
rived off  the  city  of  Batavia,  where  our  author 
went  afhore,  and  foon  afterwards  was  fent  in  the 

train 
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train  of  an  embaffy  from  the  governor  of  Batavia    1 
to  China,  in  the  capacity  of  a  fteward. 

After  his  return  from  China  he  made  a  voyage 
to  Europe  in  a  (hip  called  the  Pearl,  and  arrived 
at  Amfterdam  on  the  fixthof  July  1658. 


On  the  twenty-fecond  of  December  1658, 
Mr.  Nieuhoff  received  the  commands  of  the  Eaft 
India  Company  to  embark  on  board  a  fhip  cal- 
led  the  Arnheim,  of  five  hundred  tons,  carry- 
ing forty   guns,  and  four   hundred   and  thirty 

men. 

On  the  eighteenth  of  July  1659,  they  came 
to  an  anchor  before  the  city  of  Batavia,  where 
Mr.  Nieuhoff,  having  delivered  up  his  charge 
as  fuper-cargo,  was  ordered  on  board  the  Hen- 
rietta Louifa,  bound  for  Amboyna,  fome  of  the 
company's  goods  being  delivered  to  his  care. 

Amboyna  is  fertile  in  millet,  tobacco,  fugar, 
cocoa,  potatoes,  oranges,  lemons,  citron,  bam- 
boes,  &c.  The  nutmegs  are  not  lb  good  heFe 
as  in  the  other  iflands  :  its  moft  remarkable 
commodity  is  the  clove. 

[HAD  Mr.  Nieuhoff  been  of  .mother  country 
than  Holland,  it  would  have  been  impoffible 
for  him  to  have  mentioned  Amboyna,  without 
recollecting  the  tragical  fcene,  which  at  the  time 
of  his  writing  had  been  lb  recently  tranfadled 
there.  But  though  his  filence  is  very  naturally 
to  be  accounted  for,  the  relation  is  very  proper 
to  be  introduced  in  this  place,  and  ought  never 
to  be  forgotten  by  the  Britifh  nation.  It  is  ta- 
ken from  an  authentic  account  publifhed  by  our 
Englifh  company  of  that  black  affair,  at  the 
time.* 

This  ifland,  as  hath  been  obferved,  produces 
great  quantities  of  cloves  •,  for  gathering  and 
buying  in  whereof,  the  Englifh  company,  for 
their  part,  had  planted  five  factories  :  the  head 
and  rendezvous  of  all  at  the  town  of  Amboyna. 

Here  the  Englifh  lived,  not  in  the  Dutch 
caftle,  but  under  protection  thereof,  in  a  houfe 
of  their  own,  in  the  town  ;  holding  themfelves 
fafe,  as  well  in  refpeeff.  of  the  ancient  bonds  of 
amity  between  both  nations,  as,  of  the  ftrict  con- 
junction made  by  late  treaty. 

They  continued  here  two  years  eonverfmg  and 
trading  with  the  Dutch,  by  virtue  of  the  laid 
treaty  :  in  which  time  there  fell  out  feveral  dif- 
ferences and  debates  between  them  •,  the  Eng- 
lifh complaining,  that  the  Dutch  did  not  only  la- 
vifh  away  much  money  in  building,  and  unne- 
ceffary  expences  upon  the  forts,  and  otherwife, 
and  bring  large  and  unreafonable  reckonings 
thereof  to  the  common  account  ;  but  alfo  did, 
for  their  parts,  pay  the  garrifon  with  victuals  and 
cloth  of  Coromandel,  which  they  put  off  to  the 
foldiers  at  three  or  four  times  the  value  it  coft 
them,  yet  would  not  allow  of  the  Englifh  com- 
pany's part  of  the  lame  charge,  but  only  in  rea- 
dy money,  thereby  drawing  from  the  Englifh 
more  than  two*  thirds  of  the  whole  true  charge. 

Hereupon,  and  upon  the  like  occafions,  grew 


We  ihnll  give  this  account,  as  near  as  poflible, 


fome  difcontents  and  difputes  •,  and  the  com- 
plaints were  lent  to  Jaccatra,  in  the  ifland  of 
Java  Major,  to  the  council  of  defence  of  both 
nations  there  refining-:  who  alfo  not  agreeing 
upon  the  points  in  difference,  fent  the  fame  over 
to  Europe,  to  be  decided  by  both  companies 
here  -,  or  in  default  of  their  agreement,  by  the 
king  of  England  and  the  lords  the  ftates-generai, 
according  to  an  article  of  the  treaty  of  the  year 
1619  on  this  behalf. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  difcontent  between  the 
Englifh.  and  the  Dutch  about  thefe  and  other 
differences  continued,  and  daily  incrcafed  ;  un- 
til at  laft  there  was  a  fword  found  to  cut  in  fun- 
derthat  knot  at  once,  which  the  tedious  difputes 
of  Amboyna  and  Jaccatra  could  not  untie  •,  and 
this  was  ufed  in  the  manner  as  followeth. 

About  the  nth  of  February  1622,  O.  S.  a 
Japaneie  foldier  in  the  fervice  of  the  Dutch  in 
their  caftle  of  Amboyna,  walking  in  the  night 
upon  the  wal:l,  came  to  the  centinel,  and  among 
other  talk,  afked  him  fome  qucftions  touching, 
the  ftren'gth  of  the  caftle. 

It  is  here  to  be  obferved,  that  thofe  Japanefe 
were  not  lodged  in  the  caftle,  but  were  upon  oc- 
cafion  called  out  of  the  town  to  affift  the  watch. 
This  Japaneie  was,  for  his  laid  conference  with 
the  centinel,  apprehended  upon  fufpicion  of 
treafon,  and  put  to  the  torture  ;  thereby  he  was 
brought  to  confefs  himfclf  and  fundry  others  of 
his  countrymen  there,  to  have  contrived  the  tak- 
ing of  the  caftle.  Hereupon  other  Japanefe 
were  examined  and  tortured  ;  as-  alfo  a  Portu- 
guefe,  the  guardian  of  the  flaves  under  the 
Dutch. 

During  this  examination,  which  continued 
three  01  four  days,  fome  of  the  Englishmen  go- 
ing to  and  from  the  caftle,  upon  their  bufinefs, 
faw  the  prifoners,  heard  of  their  tortures,  and 
of  the  crime  laid  to  their  charge  ;  but  all  this 
while  fufpeiled  not  that  this  matter  did  any  whit 
concern  themfelves,  having  never  had  any  con- 
verfation  with  the  Japanefe,  nor  with  the  Portu- 
guefe  aforefaid. 

At  the  fame  lime,  there  was  one  Abel  Price, 
furgeon  to  the  Englifh,  prifoner  in  the  caftle, 
for  offering,  in  his  drunkennefs,  to  fet  a  Dutch- 
man's houfe  on  fire.  This  fellow  the  Dutch 
took,  and  fhewed  him  fome  of  the  Japanefe, 
whom  they  had  firft  moft  grievoufly  tortured  •, 
and  told  him,  they  had  confeffed  the  Englifh 
to  have  been  of  their  confederacy  for  the  taking 
of  the  caftle  •,  and  that  if  he  would  not  confefs 
the  fame,  they  would  ufe  him  even  as  they  had 
done  the  Japanefe,  and  worle  alfo.  Having 
giving  him  the  torture,  they  foon  made  him 
confefs  whatever  they  afked  him.  This  was 
on  the  fifteenth  of  February  1  622,  O.  S.  'Forth- 
with, about  nine  of  the  clock  the  fame  morning, 
they  fent  for  captain  Toweifon,  and  the  reft  of 
the  Englifh  that  were  in  the  town,  to  come  to 
fpeak  with  the  governor  in  the  caftle.  They  all 
went,  fave  one  that  was  left  to  keep  the  houfe. 
Being  come  to  the  governor,  he  told  captain 
Towerfon,  that  himfelf  and  others  of  his  nation 


in  the  very  words  of  the  original  publication. 


were 
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were  accufed  of  a  confpiracy  to  furprize  the 
caftle ;  and  therefore,  until  further  trial,  were 
to  remain  prifoners. 

Inftantly  alfo  they  attacked  him  that  was  left 
at  home  in  the  houfe,  took  the  merchandize  of 
the  Englifh  company  there  into  their  own  cufto- 
dy,  by  an  inventory,  and  feized  all  the  chefts, 
boxes,  books,  writings,  and  other  things  in  the 
Englifh  houfe. 

Captain  Towerfon  was  committed  to  his  cham- 
ber, with  a  guard  of  Dutch  foldiers.  Emanuel 
Thomfon  was  kept  a  prifoner  in  the  caftle  ;  the 
reft  were  lent  aboard  the  Dutch  fhips  then  ri- 
ding in  the  harbour  ;  fome  to  one  fhip,  and 
fome  to  another,  and  all  made  faft  in  irons. 

The  fame  day  alfo,  the  governor  fent  to  the 
two  other  factories  in  the  lame  ifland,  to  appre- 
hend the  reft  of  the  Englifh  there  ;  who  were 
brought  in  irons  to  Amboyna,  the  twentieth  of 
the  fame  month.  In  the  mean  time,  the  gover- 
nor and  fifcal  went  to  work  with  the  prifoners 
that  were  already  here  :  and  firft,  they  fent  for 
John  Beaumont  and  Timothy  Johnfon,  from  on 
board  the  Unicorn  •,  who  being  come  into  the 
caftle,  Beaumont  was  left  with  a  guard  in  the 
hall,  and  Johnfon  went  into  another  room;  where 
hy  and  bv,  Beaumont  heard  him  cry  out  very  pi- 
tifully, then  to  be  quiet  a  little  while,  and  then 
loud  again. 

After  tafte  of  the  torture,  then  Abel  Price 
the  furgeon  that  was  firft  examined  and  tortured, 
was  brought  in  to  confront  and  accufe  him  :  but 
Johnfon  not  yet  confeffing  any  thing,  Price  was 
quickly  carried  out,  and  Johnfon  brought  again 
to  the  torture,  where  Beaumont  heard  him  fome- 
times  cry  aloud,  and  then  quiet  again,  then  roar 
afrefh. 

At  laft,  after  he  had  been  about  an  hour  in 
this  fecond  examination,  he  was  brought  forth 
wailing  and  lamenting,  all  wet,  and  cruelly  burnt 
in  divers  parts  of  his  body,  and  fo  laid  afide,  in 
a  bye-place  in  the  hall,  with  a  foldier  to  watch 
him,  that  he  fhould  fpeak  to  nobody.  Then 
was  Emanuel  Thomfon  brought  to  examination, 
not  in  the  room  where  Johnfon  had  been,  but  in 
another  fomewhat  farther  from  the  hall  ;  yet 
Beaumont  being  in  the  hall,  heard  him  roar  moft 
lamentably,  and  many  times. 

At  laft,  after  an  hour  and  an  half  fpent  in 
torturing  him,  he  was  carried  away  into  another 
room  another  way,  fo  that  he  came  not  by  Beau- 


mont through  the  hall. 


and  being  de- 


Next  was  Beaumont  ealled  in 
manded  many  things,  all  which  he  denied  with 
deep  oaths  and  proteftations,  was  made  faft  to 
be  tortured,  a  cloth  tied  about  his  neck,  and 
and  two  men  ready  with  jars  of  water  to  be 
poured  on  his  head  •,  but  yet  for  this  time  the 
governor  bad  loofe  him,  he  would  fpare  him  a 
day  or  two,  becaufe  he  was  an  old  man  :  this 
was  all  Saturday's  work,  the  fifteenth  of  Febru- 
ary aforefaid. 

On  the  fixteenth  William  Webber,  Edward 
Collins,  Ephraim  Ramfay,  and  Robert  Brown, 
were  fetched  from  aboard  the  Rotterdam  to  be 
examined  :  At  the  fame  time  came  Samuel  Col- 
fon,  William  Griggs,  and  John  Clark,  George 
Sharrock,  and  John  Saaler,  from  Hitto  and  La- 


N'1  34- 


K 


rica  :  and  were,  immediately  upon  their  arrival, 
brought  into  the  caftle-hall.  Robert  Brown, 
taylor,  was  firft  called  in,  and  being  tormented 
with  water,  confefled  all  in  order  as  the  filcal 
afked  him.  Then  was  Edward  Collins  called 
in,  and  told,  that  thofe  that  were  formerly  exa- 
mined had  confefled  him  as  accefiary  to  the  plot 
of  taking  the  caftle  ;  which,  when  he  denied  with 
great  oaths  and  execrations,  they  made  his  hands 
and  his  feet  faft  to  the  rack,  bound  a  cloth  about 
his  throat  ready  to  be  put  to  the  torture  of  the 
water.  Thus  prepared,  he  prayed  to  be  refpit- 
ed,  and  he  would  confefs  all.  Being  let  down, 
he  again  vowed  and  protefted  his  innocency  •,  yet 
laid,  that  becaufe  he  knew  they  would,  by  tor- 
ture, make  him  confefs  any  thing,  though  ever 
fo  falfe,  they  would  do  him  a  great  favour  to  tell 
him  what  they  would  have  him  fay,  and  he 
would  fpeak  it,  to  avoid  the  torture.  The  fil- 
cal hereupon  laid,  What,  do  you  mock  us  ? 
And  bad  up  with  him  again,  and  fo  gave  him 
the  torment  of  water ;  which  he  not  being  able 
long  to  endure,  defired  to  be  let  down  again  to 
his  confeffion.  Then  he  deviled  with  himfelf 
and  told  them,  That  about  two  months  and  a 
half  ago,  himfelf,  Thomfon,  Johnfon,  Brown, 
and  Fardo,  had  plotted,  with  the  help  of  the  Ja- 
panefe,  to  furpnze  the  caftle.  Here  he  was  in- 
terrupted by  the  fifcal,  and  afked,  whether  cap- 
tain Towerfon  were  not  of  that  confpiracy  ?  He 
anfwered  No  ;  You  lie,  laid  the  fifcal,  did  not 
he  call  you  all  to  him,  r.nd  tell  you,  that  thofe 
daily  abufes  of  the  Dutch  had  caufed  him  to 
think  of  a  plot,  and  that  he  wanted  nothing  but 
your  confent  and  fecrecy  ?  Then  faid  a  Dutch 
merchant,  one  John  Jooft,  that  ftocd  by,  Did 
not  you  all  fwear  upon  a  Bible  to  be  fecret  to 
him  ?  Collins  anfwered  with  great  oaths,  that  he 
knew  nothing  of  any  fuch  matter.  Then  they 
bad  make  him  faft  again  ;  whereupon  he  then 
faid,  all  was  true  that  they  had  fpoken.  Then 
the  fifcal  afked  him  whether  the  Englifh  in  the 
reft  of  the  fadories  were  net  conknting  to  this 
plot  ?  He  anfwered,  No  ■,  The  fifcal  then  afked 
him,  whether  the  prefident  of  the  Englifh  at 
Jaccatra,  or  Mr.  Weldon,  agent  in  Banda,  were 
not  plotters,  or  privy  to  this  bufinels  ?  Again 
he  answered,  No.  Then  the  fifcal  afked  him  by 
what  means  the  Japanefe  fhould  have  executed 
their  purpofe  ?  Whereat,  when  Collins  flood 
ftaggering  and  devifing  of  fome  probable  fiction, 
the  fifcal  helped  him,  and  faid,  Should  not  two 
Japanefe  have  gone  to  each  point  of  the  caftle, 
and  two  to  the  governor's  chamber-door  •,  and 
when  the  hurly-burly  had  been  without,  and  the 
governor  coming  to  fee  what  was  the  matter,  the 
Japanefe  to  have  killed  him  ?  Here  one  that 
ftood  by,  faid  to  the  filcal,  Do  not  tell  him  what 
he  fhould  fay,  but  let  him  fpeak  of  himfelf : 
whereupon  the  filcal,  without  attending  the  an- 
fwer  to  his  former  queftion,  asked,  what  the  Ja- 
panefe were  to  have  had  for  their  reward  ?  Col- 
lins anfwered,  one  thoufand  rials  a  piece. 

Laflly  ;  he  asked  him,  When  this  plot  fhould 
have  been  effected  ?  Whereupon,  although  he 
anfwered  him  nothing,  not  knowing  what  to  de- 
vife  upon  the  hidden,  yet  he  was  difmiffed,  and 
very  glad  to  come  clear  off"  the  torture,  though, 

with, 
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with  certain  belief  that  he  fhould  die  for  this  his 
confeflion. 

Next  was  Samuel  Colfon  brought  in,  being 
newly  arrived  from  Hitto,  as  is  before  touched, 
and  was  the  fame  day  brought  to  the  torture  -, 
who,  for  fear  of  the  pain  wherewith  he  law  Col- 
lins come  out,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  that  his  eyes  were 
almoft  blown  out  of  his  head  with  the  water, 
chofe  rather  to  confefs  all  they  asked  him,  and 
fo  was  quickly  difmiffed,  coming  out  weeping, 
lamenting,  protefting  his  innocency. 

Then  was  John  Clark,  that  came  with  Col- 
fon from  Hitto,  fetched  in,  and  a  little  after  was 
heard  to  cry  out  amain.  They  tortured  him 
with  water  and  with  fire,  by  the  fpace  of  two 
hours. 

The  manner  of  his  torture,  which  was  likewife 
that  of  Johnfon's  and  Thomfon's,  was  as  follow- 
eth  :  Firft,theyhoifted  him  up  by  the  hands  with 
a  cord,  on  a  large  door,  where  they  made  him 
fall,  upon  two  ftaples  of  iron  fixed  on  both  fides, 
at  the  top  of  the  door-pofts,  hailing  his  hands 
one  from  the  other  as  wide  as  they  could  ftretch. 
Being  thus  made  faft,  his  feet  hung  two  feet  from 
the  ground,  which  alfo  they  ftretched  afunder  as 
far  as  they  could,  and  made  them  faft  beneath, 
tinder  the  door-trees  on  each  fide.  Then  they 
bound  a  cloth  about  his  neck  and  face,  fo  clofe, 
that  little  or  no  water  could  go  by  ;  that  done, 
they  poured  the  water  foftly  upon  his  head,  un- 
til the  cloth  was  full  up  to  the  mouth  and  nof- 
trils,  and  fomewhat  higher,  fo  that  he  could  not 
draw  breath  but  he  muff,  withal  fuck  in  the  wa- 
ter :  which  being  ftill  continued  to  be  poured  in 
foftly,  ftirling  or  choaking  him  ;  at  length  threw 
him  into  a  lwoon,  or  fainting.  Then  they  took 
him  quickly  down,  and  made  him  vomit  up  the 
water  :  being  a  little  recovered,  they  tied  him 
up  again,  and  poured  in  the  water  as  before, 
often  taking  him  down  as  he  feemed  to  be 
ftifled. 

In  this  manner  they  handled  him  three  or  four 
feveral  times,  till  his  body  was  fwoln  twice  or 
thrice  as  big  as  before  :  his  cheeks  like  great 
bladders,  and  his  eyes  ftarting  out  ;  yet  all  this 
he  bore  without  confeffing  any  thing,  infomuch  ' 
that  the  fifcal  and  tormentors  reviled  him,  fay-  ; 
ing,  that  he  was  a  devil,  and  no  man,  or  finely 
he  was  a  witch,  at  leaft  had  feme  charm  about 
him,  or  was  inchanted,  that  he  could  bear  fo 
much  •,  wherefore  they  cut  off  his  hair  very 
fhort,  as  fuppofing  he  had  fome  witchcraft  hid- 
den therein. 

Afterward  they  hoifted  him  up  again,  as  be- 
fore, and  then  burnt  him  with  lighted  candles  in 
the  bottom  of  his  feet,  until  the  fat  dropped  out 
on  the  candles  ;  yet  they  applied  frefh  lights 
unto  him  :  they  burnt  him  alfo  under  the  el- 
bows, and  in  the  palms  of  his  hands  j  likewife 
under  the  arm-pits,  until  his  inwards  might 
evidently  be  feen. 

At  laft,  when  they  faw  he  could  of  himfelf 
make  no  handfome  confeflion,  then  they  led 
him  along  with  queftions  of  particular  circum- 
itances  by  themfelves  framed.  Being  thus  weari- 
ed and  overcome  by  the  torment,  he  anfwered, 
yes,  to  whatever  they  asked,  whereby  they  drew 
■  from  him  a  body  of  confeflion  to  this  effect ;  to 


wit,  That  Captain  Towerfon  had,  upon  New- 
Year's-Day  then  laft  paft,  fworn  all  the  Engliih 
at  Amboyna  to  be  fecret  and  afliftant  in  a  plot 
that  he  had  projected,  with  the  help  of  the  Ja- 
panefe,  to  furprife  the  caftle,  and  to  put  the  go- 
vernor and  the  reft  of  the  Dutch  to  death. 

Having  thus  martyred  this  poor  man,  they 
fent  him  out  by  four  blacks,  who  carried  him 
between  them  to  a  dungeon,  where  he  lay  five 
or  fix  days,  without  any  furgeon  to  drefs  him  ; 
until  his  flefh  being  putrified,  great  maggots 
dropped  and  crept  from  it  in  a  moft  loathfome 
and  noifome  manner. 

Thus  they  finifhed  their  Sabbath-day's  work  ; 
and  it  growing  now  dark,  fent  the  reft  of  the 
Engliih  that  came  that  day  from  Hitto,  and  till 
then  attended  in  the  hall,  firft  to  the  fmith's 
ihop,  where  they  were  loaded  with  irons,  and 
then  to  the  fame  loathfome  dungeon,  where 
Clark  and  the  reft  were  accompanied  with  the 
poor  Japanefe,  lying  in  the  putrefaction  of  their 
tortures. 

The  next  morning,  being  Monday,  the  feven- 
teenth  of  February,  O.  S.  William  Griggs,  and 
John  Fardo,  with  certain  Japanefe,  were  brought 
into  the  place  of  examination.  The  japanefe 
were  firft  cruelly  tortured  to  accufe  Grigg  ; 
which,  at  laft,  they  did  ;  and  Grigg,  to  avoid 
the  like  torture,  confefled  all  that  the  fifcal  de- 
manded. 

By  and  by  the  like  was  alfo  done  by  John 
Fardo  and  other  Japanefe :  but  Fardo  himfelf 
endured  the  torture  of  water,  and  at  laft  confef- 
fed  whatfoever  the  fifcal  asked  him,  and  fo  was 
fent  back  to  prifon. 

The  lame  day  alfo  John  '  Beaumont  was 
brought  the  fecond  time  to  the  fifcal's  chamber, 
where  one  Captain  Newport,  a  Dutchman's  fon, 
born  in  England,  was  ufed  as  an  interpreter  : 
William  Griggs  was  alfo  brought  in  to  accufe 
him,  who  laid,  That  when  the  confultation  was 
held  for  taking  the  caftle,  he  the  faid  Beaumont 
was  then  prefent.  Beaumont  denied  it  with 
great  earneftnefs  and  deep  oaths  ;  at  laft,  being 
ftretched  up,  and  drenched  with  water  till  his 
inwards  were  ready  to  crack,  he  anfwered  affirma- 
tively to  all  the  fifcal's  interrogatories.  Yet,  as 
foon  as  he  was  let  down,  he  clearly  demonftrat- 
ed  to  Captain  Newport,  and  Johnfon,  a  Dutch 
merchant,  then  alfo  prefent,  that  thefe  things 
could  not  be  fo  ;  neverthelefs  he  was  forced  to- 
put  his  hnnd  to  the  confeflion,  or  elfe  he  muft  to 
the  torture  again  ;  whish,  to  avoid,  he  fubferib- 
ed  ;  and  fo  had  a  great  iron  bolt,  and  two  fhac- 
kles  riveted  to  his  legs,  and  then  was  carried 
back  to  prifon. 

After  this  George  Sharrock,  afliftant  at  Flitto, 
was  called  in  queftion,  who  feeing  how  griev- 
oufly  others  were  martyred,  made  his  earneft 
prayer  to  God,  as  fince  upon  his  oath  he  hath 
acknowledged,  that  he  would  fuffer  him  to  make 
fome  fuch  probable  lies  againft  himfelf,  as  the 
Dutch  might  believe,  and  fo  he  might  efcape  the 
torment.  Being  brought  to  the  rack,  the  water 
provided,  and  the  candles  lighted,  he  was  by 
the  governor  and  fifcal  examined,  and  charged 
with  the  confpiracy.  He  fell  upon  his  knees, 
and  protefted  his  innocence  :  then  they  com- 
manded 
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manded  him  to  the  rack,  and  told  him,  unlefs 
he  would  confeis  he  lhould  be  tormented  with 
fire  and  water  to  death,  and  then  lhould  be 
drawn  by  the  knees  to  the  gallows,  and  there 
hanged  up.  He  flill  perfifting  in  his  innocence, 
the  fifcal  bid  him  be  hoirted  up  -,  then  he  craved 
refpite  a  while,  and  told  them,  that  he  was  at 
Hitto,  and  not  in  Amboyna,  upon  New- Year's 
Day,  when  the  confultation  was  pretended,  nei- 
ther had  he  been  there  fince  November  before, 
a^  was  well  known  to  fundry  of  the  Dutchmen 
themfelves  that  refided  there  alio  with  him. 

Hereupon  they  commanded  him  again  to  the 
rack  ;  but  he  craving  refpite,  as  before,    now 
told  them  that  he  had  many  times  heard   John 
Clark  fay,  that  the  Dutch  had  done  them  many 
infufFerable  wrongs,  and  that  he  would  be  re- 
venged on   them :  to  which  end  he  had  once 
broken  with  Captain  Towerfon   a   brave  plot  ; 
at  which  word  the  fifcal  and  the  reft  were  atten- 
tive, encouraging  him  to  proceed.     So  he  went 
on,  faying,  that  John  Clark  had  entreated  Cap- 
tain Towerfon  that  he  might   go  to  Macaffar, 
there  to  confult  and   advife   with  the  Spaniards 
to  come  with  gallies,  and  rob  the  fmall  factories 
of  Amboyna  and  Secan,  when  no  fhips  were 
there.       Here   they   asked  him    what   Captain 
Towerfon  faid  to  this  ?  To  which  he  anfwered, 
that  Captain  Towerfon  was  very  much  offended 
with  Clark  for  the  motion,  and  from  thenceforth 
could  never  abide   him.     Hereupon  the  fifcal 
called  him  rogue,  and  faid  he  prated  all  from  the 
matter,  and  lhould  go  to  the  torture.     He  crav- 
ed favour  again,  and  began  another  tale,  to  wit, 
That  upon  Twelfth-Day,  then   laft  paft,   John 
Clark  told  him  at  Hitto,  that  there  was  a  prac- 
tice to  take  the  cattle  of  Amboyna,  and  afked 
him  whether  he  would  confent  thereto  :  where- 
upon he  demanded  of  Clark,  whether  Captain 
Towerfon   knew  of  any  fuch   matter ;    which 
Clark  affirming,  then  the  faid  Sharrock  faid,  he 
would  do  as  the  reft  did.     Then  the  fifcal  afked 
him  what  time  the  confultation   was  held  ?  He 
anfwered,    in   November  laft.     The   fifcal  faid 
that  could  not  be,  for   the  confultation  was  on 
New-Year's-Day.     The  prifoner  faid  as   before 
in  the  beginning,  that  he  had  not  been  in  Am- 
boyna fince  the  firft  of  December  till  now,  that 
he  was  brought  thither.     Why  then,  quoth  the 
.fifcal,  have  you  belied  yourfelf  ?   Whereto   the 
prifoner  refolutely   anfwered,  that    all   that    he 
had  fpoken  touching  treafon,    was    falfe,     and 
feigned  only  to  avoid  torment.     Then  went  the 
fifcal  out  into  another  room  to  the  governor,  and 
anon  returned  and  fent  Sharrock  unto  the  prifon 
again. 

The  next  day  he  was  called  again,  and  a 
writing  prefented  him  :  wherein  was  framed  a 
formal  confeffion  of  his  laft  conference  with 
Clark  at  Hitto,  touching  the  plot  to  take  the 
caftle  ot  Amboyna  :  which  being  read  over  to 
him,  the  fifcal  afked  him,  whether  it  was  true 
or  no  ?  He  anfwered,  No.  Why  then,  faid 
the  fifcal,  did  you  confeis  it  ?  He  anfwered, 
for  fear  of  torment.  The  fifcal  and  the  reft, 
in  a  great  rage,  told  him  he  lied,  his  mouth 
haft  fpoken  it  -,  and  it  was  true  ;  and  therefore 
he  lhould  fubfcribe  it ;  which,  as  foon  as  he  had 


done,  he  fell  prefently  into  a  great  paffion, 
charging  them  bitterly  with  the  guilt  of  the 
innocent  blood  of  himfelf  and  the  reft,  which 
they  fhould  look  to  anfwer  for  at  the  day  of 
judgment:  Withal  he  grappled  with  the  fifcal, 
and  would  have  ftopped  from  carrying  in  the 
confeffion  to  the  governor,  with  whom  he  alfo 
craved  to  fpeak,  but  was  inftantly  laid  hold  on, 
and  carried  away  to  prifon.  William  Webber 
being  next  examined,  was  told  by  the  fifcal, 
that  John  Clark  had  confeffed  him  to  have 
been  at  Amboyna  on  New-Year's-Day,  and 
iworn  to  Captain  Towerfon's  plot,  &c.  all 
which  he  denied,  alledging  he  ,was  that  day  at 
Larica ;  yet,  being  brought  to  the  torture,  he 
then  confeffed  he  had  been  at  the  confultation 
at  Amboyna  upon  New-Year's-Day,  with  all  the 
reft  of  the  circumftances  in  order  as  he  was 
afked. 

He  alfo  further  told  them,  he  had  received 
a  letter  from  John  Clark,  after  which  was  a 
pofticript,  exculing  his  brief  writing  at  that 
time,  for  that  there  was  then  great  bufinefs  in 
hand.  But  one  Kender,  a  Dutch  merchant, 
then  ftanding  by,  told  the  governor,  that  upon 
New-Year's-Day,  the  time  of  this  pretended 
confultation,  Webber  and  he  were  merry 
at  Larica  •,  fo  the  governor  left  him,  and  went 
out.  But  the  fifcal  held  out  upon  the  other 
point,  touching  the  poftfcript  of  Clark's  letter, 
urging  him  to  fhew  the  fame  •,  which,  when 
he  could  not  do,  though  often  terrified  with 
the  torture,  he  gave  him  refpite,  promifing  to  fave 
his  life,  if  he  would  produce  the  letter.  Then 
was  Captain  Towerfon  brought  to  the  examin- 
ation, and  fhewed  what  others  had  confelfcd 
of  him.  He  deeply  proteiled  his  innocency. 
Samuel  Colfon  was  brought  to  confront  him ; 
who  being  told,  that  unlefs  he  would  now 
make  good  his  former  ccnfefiion  againft  Cap- 
tain Towerfon,  he  fhould  go  to  the  torture, 
coldly  re-affirmed  the  fame,  and  fo  was  fent 
away.  They  alfo  brought  William  Griggs 
and  John  Fardo  to  juilify  their  former  con- 
feilions  to  his  face.  Captain  Towerfon  ferioufly 
charged,  that  as  they  would  anfwer  it  at  the 
dreadful  day  of  judgment,  they  fhould  fpeak 
nothing  but  the  truth.  Both  of  them  inftantly 
tell  down  upon  their  knees  before  him,  pray- 
ing him,  for  God's  fake,  to  forgive  them-, 
and  laying  further,  openly,  before  them  all, 
th3t  whatsoever  they  had  formerly  confefiedj 
was  moft  falfe,  and  fpoken  only  to  avoid  tor- 
ment. With  that  the  fifcal  and  the  reft  order- 
ed them  again  to  the  torture  ;  which  they  would 
not  endure,  but  then  affirmed  their  former 
confeflions  to  be  true. 

When  Colfon,  who  had  accufed  the  captain 
before,  was  required  to  fet  his  hand  to  his 
conteffion  -,  he  afked  the  fifcal  upon  whofe  head 
he  thought  the  fin  would  lie,  whether  upon 
his,  who  Was  conftrained  to  confers  what  was 
falfe,  or  upon  the  conftrainer  ?  The  fifcal,  after  a 
little  paufe  upon  this  queftion,  went  in  to  the 
governor,  then  in  another  room  •,  but  anon, 
returning,  faid  he  muft  fubfcribe  it ;  which  he 
did  ;  yet  withal  made  this  proteftation,  "  Well,  " 
quoth   he,  "  you    make   me  to   accufe  myfelf 

"  and 
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"  and  others,  of  that  which  is  as  falfe  as  God 
"  is  true  •,  for  God  is  my  witneis,  I  am  as 
"  innocent  as  the  child  new  born."  Thus  they 
examined  ail  the  Englifh  company  in  the  feveral 
factories  of  the  Ifland  at  Amboyna. 

February  the  twenty-firft  they  examined  John 
Wetherel,  factor  at  Cambello,  in  the  ifland  of 
of  Seran.       He  confefled   he    was  at  Amboyna 
upon   New-Year's-Day  ;    but  for  the  confuta- 
tion   whereof  he   was  demanded,    he  faid    he 
knew  of  no  other  but  touching  certain  cloth  of 
the   Englifh   company  that  lay  in  the  factories 
rotting   and  worm-eaten,    which    they   advifed 
together   how   to  put   off  to   the  belt   avail  of 
their  employers.     The  governor  faid,  he  quef- 
tioned   him  not  about   cloth,    but  of  trealbn ; 
whereof,  when  he   had  protefled  his  innocence, 
he  was  for  that  time  difmified.     But  the  next 
day   he  was  fent  for  again,  and  Captain  Tower- 
Ion   brought  to  confront  and  accufe  him,  hav- 
ing   before     ccnfefied    fomewhat  againft   him. 
But    Mr.    Towerfon   fpoke  thefe   words   only, 
"  O  Mr.  Wetherel,  Mr.  Wetherel,  fpeak  the 
"  truth,    and  nothing   but  the  truth,    as   God 
"  fhall     put    it    in   your    heart :"    lb   Captain 
Towerfon  was  put  out  again,  and  Mr.  Wetherel 
brought   to   the  torture    of  water,    with   great 
threats,    that    if  water   would    not   make   him 
confefs,  fire  fhould.     He   prayed   them   to  tell 
him    what  he   fhould   fay,    or  to   write   down 
what  they  would,  he  would  fubfcribe  it.     They 
faid,  he  needed  no  tutor,  they  would  make  him 
confefs   himfelf :  but  when  they  had  hoifted  him 
up  feveral  times,  and   law   he  knew   not  what 
to  fay  •,  then   they  read  him  other  mens   confef- 
fions,  and  afked  him   from  point   to  point,  as 
they  had  done  others  ;  and  he  ftill  anfwered,  Yes 
to  all. 

Next  was  called  in  John  Powel,  Wetherel's 
afliftant  at  Cambello ;  but  he  proving  that  he 
was  not  at  Amboyna  fince  November,  lave  now, 
when  he  was  brought  thither  prilbner ;  and 
being  fpoken  for  by  one  John  Jooft,  who 
had  long  been  acquainted  with  him,  was  dif- 
mified without  torture.  Then  was  brought 
in  Thomas  Ladbrook,  fervant  to  Wetherel 
and  Powel  at  Cambello,  at  the  time  of  the  pre- 
tended confultation  •,  but  ferving  in  fuch  qua- 
lity, as  that  he  was  never  acquainted  with  any 
of  the  letters  from  the  agent  of  Amboyna,  he 
was  eafily  and  quickly  difmified.  Ephraim 
Ramley  was  alfo  examined  upon  the  whole 
conipiracy,  and  particularly  queftioned  con- 
cerning Captain  Weldon,  the  Englifh  agent  in 
Banda  ;  but  denying  all,  and  proving  that  he 
was  not  at  Amboyna  at  New-year's-tide,  being 
alfo  fpoken  for  by  John  Jooft,  was  difmified, 
after  he  had  hanged  in  the  rack  a  good  while, 
with  irons  about  his  legs,  and  the  cloth  about 
his  mouth.  Laftly,  John  Sadler,  fervant  to 
William  Griggs  at  Larica,  was  examined,  and 
being  found  to  have  been  abfent  from  Amboyna 
at  New-year's-tide,  when  Griggs  and  others  were 
there,  was  difmified. 

Thus  have  we  all  their  examinations,  tortures, 
and  confeffions,  being  the  work   of  eight  days, 
from  the  fifteenth  to  the  twenty-third  of  Febru 
ary  ;  after  which  were  two  days  refpite  before 


the   fentence.     John   Powel  being  himfelf  ac- 
quitted as  aforefaid,  went  to  the  prifon  to  vifit 
John  Fardo,  one  of  thofe  that  had  accufed  Cap- 
tain Towerfon  •,  to  him  Fardo  religioufly  pro- 
tefted  his  innocency,  butefpecially  his  forrow  for 
accufing  Mr. Towerfon:  "for,"  faid  he,  "the  fear 
"  of  death  doth  nothing  difmay  me  ;  for  God,  I 
"  truft,  will  be  merciful   to  my  foul,  according 
"  to  the  innocence  of  my  caufe.     The  only  mat- 
"  ter  that  troubles  me  is,  that  through  fear  of 
"  torment  I  have  accufed  that  honeft  and  godly 
"  man  Captain  Towerfon  •,  whom,   I  think  in 
"  my  confeience,  was  fo  upright  toward  all  men, 
"  that  he   harboured   no   ill-will  to  any  man  •, 
"  much  lets  would  attempt  any  fuch  bufinefs  as 
"  he  is  accufed  of." 

He  farther  faid,  he  would  before  his  death 
receive  the  facrarnent,  in  acknowledgment  that 
he  had  accufed  Captain  Towerfon  falfely  and 
wrongfully,  only  through  fear  of  torment. 

On  the  25th,  O.  S.  all  the  prifoners,  as  well 
the  Englifh  as  the  Portuguefe  and  Japanefe, 
were  brought  into  the  great  hall  of  the  caftle, 
and  there  were  folemnly  condemned,  except, 
John  Powel,  Ephraim  Ramfey,  John  Sadler, 
and  Thomas  Ladbrook,  formerly  acquitted  as 
aforefaid. 

Captain  Towerfon,  during  all  his  imprifon- 
ment,  having  been  kept  from  the  reft,  fo  that 
none  could  come  to  fpeak  with  him,  writ  much 
in  his  chamber  :  but  all  was  fupprefied,  fave 
only  a  bill  of  debt,  which  one  Thomas  Johnion 
a  free  burgher,  got  of  him,  by  favour  of  his 
keepers  for  an  acknowledgment,  that  the  Eng- 
lifh company  owed  him  a  certain  fum  of  money. 
In  the  end  of  this  bill  he  writ  thefe  words, 
"  Firmed  by  the  form  of  me  Gabriel  Towerfon, 
now  appointed  to  die  guiltlefs  of  any  thing  that 
can  be  juftly  laid  to  my  charge.  God  forgive 
them  their  guilt,  and  receive  me  to  his  mercy. 
Amen."  This  bill  being  brought  to  Mr.  Wel- 
don, the  Englifh  agent  at  Banda,  he  paid  the 
money,  and  received  in  the  acknowledgment. 

William  Griggs,  who  had  before  accufed  Cap- 
tain Towerfon,  writ  a  folemn  afTeveration  of  his 
innocence,  pleading  his  torture  in  excufe  for  his 
former  confeffions  of  guilt,  in  his  table  book. 

This  table-book  was  afterward  delivered  to 
Mr,  Weldon,  before  mentioned,  by  one  that 
ferved  the  Dutch.  Samuel  Colfon  alfo,  another 
that  accufed  Captain  Towtrfon,  writ  to  the  fame 
effect  in  the  wafte  leaves  of  a  book,  wherein 
were  bound  together  the  Common -Prayers,  the 
Pfalms,  and  the  Catechifm.  This  book  he  de- 
livered to  one  that  ferved  the  Dutch,  who  fewed 
it  up  in  his  bed,  and  afterward,  at  his  oppor- 
tunity, delivered  it  to  Mr.  Weldon  beforemen- 
tioned.  Thefe  writings  are  yet  extant,  under 
the  hands  of  the  feveral  parties  well  known  to 
their  friends  here  in  England. 

The  twenty-fixth  day  of  February,  O.  S.  the 
prifoners  were  all  brought  into  the  great  hall  of 
the  caftle,  except  Captain  Towerfon,  and  Ema- 
nuel Thomfon,  to  be  prepared  for  death  by  the 
minifters.  The  Japanefe  now  all  in  genera),  as 
fome  of  them  had  done  before  in  particular,  cri- 
ed out  unto  the  Englifh,  faying,  Oh  !  you  Eng- 
lifhmen,  where  did   we  ever   in   our  lives    eat 
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with  you,  talk  with  yon,  or,  to  our  remem- 
brance, fee  you  ?  The  Englifh  aniwered,  why 
then  have  you  accufed  us  ?  The  poor  men  per- 
ceiving they  were  made  believe  each  had  accu- 
fed others,  before  they  had  ib  done,  indeed, 
fhewed  their  tortured  bodies,  and  laid,  If  a  ftone 
were  thus  burnt,  would  it  not  change  its  na- 
ture ?  How  much  more  then  we  that  are  flelh 
and  blood  ? 

Whilft  they  were  all  in  the  hall,  Captain 
Towerfon  was  brought  up  into  the  place  of  exa- 
mination, and  two  great  jars  of  water  carried  af- 
ter him  :  what  he  there  did,  or  luffered,  is  un- 
known to  the  Englifh  ;  but  it  feemeth,  they 
made  him  then  to  underwrite  his  confeffion. 

After  fupper,  John  Powel,  Ephraim  Ramfey, 
Thomas  Ladbrook,  and  John  Sadler,  who  were 
found  not  guilty  as  aforefaid,  were  taken  from 
the  reft,  and  put  into  another  room  :.  by  and  by 
alio  were  Samuel  Colfon  and  Edward  Collins 
brought  from  the  reft,  into  the  room  where  Ema- 
nuel "Thomibn  lay.  The  fifcal  told  them,  it 
was  the  governor's  mercy  to  lave  one  of  thofe 
three  :  and  it  being  indifferent  to  him  which  of 
them  were  the  man,  it  was  his  pleafure  they 
lhould  draw  lots  for  it ;  which  they  did,  and  the 
free  lot  fell  to  Edward  Collins,  who  then  was 
carried  away  to  the  chamber,  where  John  Powel, 
and  the  reft  that  were  quit,  lodged  ;  and  Sa- 
muel Colfon  back  into  the  hall. 

Anon  alio  John  Beaumont  was  brought  out  of 
the  hall  into  the  chamber,  where  John  Powel, 
and  the  reft  of  the  acquitted  perfons  were  •,  and 
was  told,  that  he  was  beholden  to  Peter  John- 
fon,  the  Dutch  merchant  of  Loho,  and  to  the 
fecretary,  for  they  two  had  begged  his  life.  So 
that  there  remained  in  the  hall  ten  of  the  Eng- 
lifh. j  for  Captain  Towerfon  and  Emanuel  Thom- 
fon  were  kept  in  feveral  rooms  apart  from  the 
reft. 

To  thefe  that  remained  in  the  hall  came  the 
Dutch  minifters,  who  telling  them  how  fhort  a 
time  they  had  to  live,  admonifhed  and  exhorted 
them  to  make  their  true  confeffions  •,  for  it  was 
a  dangerous  and  defperate  thing  to  diffemble  at 
fuch  a  time. 

The  Engliih  ft  ill  profeffed   their   innocency, 
and  prayed  the  minifters  that  they  might  all  re- 
ceive the  facrament,  as  a  feal  of  the  forgivenefs 
of  their  fins  ',  and  withal,  thereby  to   confirm 
their  laft  profeflion  of  their  innocence  •,  but  this 
would  by  no  means  be  granted.     Whereupon 
Samuel  Colfon  faid   thus   unto   the    minifters, 
"  You  manifeft  unto  us  the  danger  of  diffimu- 
"  lation  in  this  cafe  ;  but  tell  us,  if  we  fuffer 
"  -guiltlefs,  being  otherwife  alio  true  believers  in 
"  Jefus  Chrift,  what  fhall  be  our  reward  ?"  The 
preacher  aniwered,  "  by  how  much  the  clearer 
"  you  are,  fo  much  the  more  glorious  fhall  be 
"  your  refurrection."     With  that  word   Colfon 
ftarted  up,  embraced  the  preacher,  and  gave  him 
his  purfe,  with  fuch  money  as  he  had  in  it,  lay- 
ing, "  Domine,  God  blefs  you.     Tell  the  go- 
"  vernor   I   freely  forgive   him  •,  and  I   intreat 
"  you  to  exhort  him  to  repent  him  of  his  bloody 
"  tragedy   wrought    upon    us   poor    innocent 
"  fouls." 

Here  all  the  reft  of  the  Englifh  fignified  their 
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confem  to  this  fpecch.  Then  (pake  John  Fardo 
to  the  re  ft,  in  the  prtfence  of  the  minifters,  as 
followeth  :  "My  countrymen  and  brethren,  that 
"  are  here  with  me,  condemned  to  die,  I  charge 
"  you  all,  as  you  will  anfwer  it  at  God's  judg- 
"  ment  feat,  if  any  of  you  be  guilty  of  this  mat- 
"  ter,  whereof  we  are  condemned,  difcharge 
"  your  confeiences,  and  confefs  the  truth,  lor 
"  iatisfaclion  of  the  world."  Hereupon.  Samuel 
Colfon  fpake  with  a  loud  voice,  faying,  "  Ac- 
"  cording  to  my  innocence  in  this  rxeafen,  fo, 
"  Lord,  pardon  all  the  reft  of  my  fin:>  ;  and  if 
"  I  be  guilty  thereof,  more  or  lei's,  let  me  never 
"  be  partaker  of  thy  heavenly  joys  :"  at  which 
words  every  one  of  the  reft  cried  out,  "  Amen, 
"  forme,"  "  Amen,  for ir.e,  good  Lord." 

This  done,  each  of  them  knowing  whom  he 
had  acculed,  went  one  to  another,  begging  for- 
givenefs for  their  falfe  ace ufation,  being  wrung 
from  them  by  the  pains  or  fear  of  torture  ; 
and  they  all  freely  forgave  one  another  :  for  none 
had  been  fo  falfely  accufed,  but  he  bimfelf  had 
accufed  another  as  falfely. 

In  particular,  Gecrge  Sharrock,  who  furviv- 
ed  to  relate  this  night's  paffage,  kneeled  down 
to  John  Clark,  whom  he  had  acculed  of  the  tale 
at  Hitto  above-mentioned,  and  craved  forgive- 
nefs at  his  hands.  Clark  freely  forgave-  him, 
laying,  "  How  fhall  I  look  to  be  forgiven  of 
"  God,  if  I  fhould  not  fcrgive  you  •,  having 
"  myfelf  fo  falfely  accufed  captain  Towerfon 
"  and  others  ?"  After  this  they  fpent  the  reft 
of  the  doleful  night  in  prayer,  finging  of  pfalms, 
and  comforting  one  another  ;  though  the  Dutch 
that  guarded  them  offered  them  wine,  bidding 
them  driiik  luftily,  and  drive  away  the  forrow, 
according  to  the  cuftom  of  their  own  country  in 
the  like  cafes,  but  contrary  to  the  nature  ol  the 
Englifh. 

Upon  the  morrow  morning,  being  the  execu- 
tion-day, the  twenty-feventh  of  February,  O.  S. 
John  Powel  being  freed,  as  before  recited,  came 
into  the  room  where  the  condemned  prifoners 
were,  and  found  them  at  prayers.  They  all  re- 
quefled  him  to  relate  unto  their  friends  in  Eng- 
land the  innocency  of  their  caufe  •,  taking  it 
upon  their  deaths,  that  what  they  had  confefled 
againft  themfelves  and  others,  touching  this 
crime,  <was  all  falfe,  and  forced  by  fear  of  tor- 
ture. 

The  fame  morning  William  Webber  was  cal- 
led again  into  the  nfcal's  room,  and  there  preficd 
to  produce  the  letter  which  lie  had  before  con- 
fefled to  have  received  from  John  Clark  ;  in  the 
poftfeript  whereof  fome  g-eat  bufiriefs  was  inti- 
mated :  they  promifed  him  his  life,  if  he  would 
deliver,  or  produce  to  them  that  letter  ;  which,- 
though  he  did  not,  nor  indeed  could,  yet  at  laft 
they  pardoned  him,  and  lent  him  back  to  the 
reft  that  were  faved,  and  Sharroc :'.  .an. 

That  morningEmanuel  Thomfon,  underftand- 
ing  that  John  Beaumont  was  pardoned,  made 
means  to  have  him  come  and  ipeak  with  him  ; 
which,  with  much  ado,  he  obtained.  Beaumont 
found  him  fitting  in  a  chamber  all  alone,  in  a 
moft  miferable  fafliion  ;  the  wounds  of  his  tor- 
ture bound  up,  but  the  matter  and  gore-bl 
iffuins;  through  the  rollers  :  he  took  Mr.  Beau- 
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mont  by  the  hand,  and  prayed  him,  when  he 
came  into  England,  to  do  his  duty  to  the  ho- 
nourable company  his  mailers  ;  to  Mr.  Robin- 
fon,  and  to  his  brother  Billingfley  ;  and  to  cer- 
tify them  of  his  innocence  ,  which,  faid  he,  you 
yourfelf  know  well  enough. 

All  things  being  prepared  for  the  execution, 
the  condemned  were  brought  forth   of  the   hall 
along  by  the  chamber,  where  the  quit  and  par- 
doned were  •,  who  flood  in  the  door  to  give  and 
take  the  farewell  of  their  countrymen,  now  going 
to  execution  :  (laying  a  little   for   this  purpofe, 
they  prayed  and  charged   thofe  that  were  faved, 
to   bear  .witnefs  to  their  friends  in   England  of 
their  innocence  ;  and  that  they  died  not  traitors, 
but  fo  many  innocents,  merely  murdered  by  the 
Dutch,  whom  they  prayed  God  to  forgive  their 
blood-thirftinefs,  and  to  have  mercy  upon  their 
own  fouls. 

Being  brought  into  the  yard,  their  fentence 
was  read  unto  them  from  a  gallery,  and  then 
they  were  thence  carried  unto  the  place  of  exe- 
cution, together  with  nine  Japanefe  and  a  Por- 
tuguefe  ;  not  the  ordinary  and  fhort  way,  but 
round  about,  in  a  long  proceffion  through  the 
town,  the  way  guarded  by  five  companies  of 
foldiers,  Dutch  and  Amboynefe,  and  thronged 
with  the  natives  of  the  ifland,  that  upon  the  fum- 
mons  given  the  day  before  by  the  found  of  the 
drum,  flocked  together  to  behold  this  triumph 
of  the  Dutch  over  the  Enofifh. 

Samuel  Colfon  had  conceived  a  prayer  in 
writing,  in  the  end  whereof  he  protefled  his  in- 
nocence -.,  which  prayer  he  read  to  his  fellows 
the  night  before,  and  now  alfo  at  the  place  of 
execution  pronounced  the  fame  ;  then  threw  a- 
way  the  paper,  which  the  governor  caufed  to  be 
brought  to  him,  and  kept  it. 

Emanuel  Thomfon  told  the  reft,  he  did  not 
doubt  but  God  would  fhew  a  fign  of  their  inno- 
cence ;  and  every  one  of  the  reft  affirmed  fo- 
lemnly  at  their  death,  that  they  were  utterly 
guiltlefs  :  and  fo  one  by  one,  with  great  chear- 
fulnefs,  fullered  the  fatal  llroke.  The  Portu- 
guefe  prayed  over  his  beads  very  devoutly,  and 
often  killed  the  crofs,  fwearing  thereupon,  that 
lie  was  utterly  innocent  of  this  treafon. 

The  Japanefe  likewife,  according  to  their  re- 
ligion, ftiut  up  their  lail  aft  with  the  like  pro- 
feflion  of  their  innocence  :  lb  there  fuffered  ten 
Englishmen,  one  Portuguefe,  and  nine  Japa- 
nefe. Beflde  thefe,  there  were  two  other  Japa- 
nefe, the  one  named  Soyfimo,  born  at  Firando, 
and  the  other  Sacoubo,  of  the  fame  place  ;  the 
former  of  which  being  tortured,  confeffed  both 
to  have  been  privy  to  this  private  treafon,  and 
to  have  offered  his  fervice  to  the  Englifh  to  aid 
them  in  the  taking  of  the  caftle  :  and  the  latter 
confefTed  to  have  had  knowledge  of  the  conful- 
tation  of  the  other  Japanefe  to  this  purpofe  •,  but 
neither  of  them  was  executed,  or  fo  much  as 
condemned  •,  the  reafon  whereof  was  not  known 
to  the  Englifh  that  were  faved. 

They  had  prepared  a  cloth  of  black  velvet  for 
captain  Towerfon's  body  to  fall  upon  ;  which 
being  ftained  with  blood,  they  afterwards  put  to 
account  of  the  Englifh  company. 

Atthe  inftant  of  the  execution  there  arofe  a 


great  darknefs,  with  a  fudden  and  violent  guft 
of  wind  and  tempefl ;  whereby  two  of  the  Dutch 
fhips  riding  in  the  harbour  were  driven  from 
their  anchors,  and  with  great  labour  and  diffi- 
culty faved  from  the  rocks. 

Within  a  few  days  after,  one  William  Dune- 
kin,  who  had  told  the  governor,  that  Robert 
Brown  the  Englifh  taylor,  had  a  few  months  be- 
fore told  him,  he  hoped  that  within  fix  months 
the  Englifh  fhould  have  as  much  to  do  in  the 
caftle  of  Amboyna  as  the  Dutch :  this  fellow, 
coming  upon  an  evening  to  the  grave  where  the 
Englifh  were  bufied,  being  all,  except  captain. 
Towerfon,  in  one  pit,  fell  down  upon  the  grave; 
and  having  lain  there  a  while,  rofe  up  again  flark 
mad,  and  fo  continued  two  or  three  days  toge- 
ther, and  then  died. 

Forthwith  alfo  fell  a  new  ficknefs  at  Amboy- 
na, which  fwept'away  above  one  thoufand  peo- 
ple, Dutch  and  Amboynefe  -,  in  the  fpace  where- 
in there  ufually  died  not  thirty  at  other  feafons. 
Thefe  figns  were,  by  the  furviving  Englifh,  re- 
ferred to  the  confident  prediction  of  Emanuel 
Thomfon  above  named  ;  and  were  by  the  Am- 
boynefe interpreted  as  a  token  of  the  wrath  of 
God  for  this  barbarous  tyranny  of  the  Dutch. 

The  next  day  after  the  execution,  being  the 
twenty-eighth  of  February,  O.  S.  was  fpent 
in  triumph  for  the  new  general  of  the  Dutch 
then  proclaimed ;  and  in  public  rejoicing  for 
the  deliverance  from  this  pretended  treafon. 

On  the  id  of  March,  John  Beaumont, 
George  Sharrock,  Edward  Collins,  and  Wil- 
liam Webber,  where  brought  to  the  governor, 
who  told  Beaumont  and  Sharrock,  that  they 
were  pardoned  in  honour  of  the  new  general  •, 
and  Collins,  that  he  was  to  go  Jaccatra,  there 
to'  ftand  to  the  favour  of  the  governor  :  fo  the 
governor  made  them  drink  wine  with  him,  and 
courteoufly  difmiffed  them,  willing  them  to 
go  and  confult  with  the  reft  that  were  faved, 
who  were  fit  to  be  placed  in  the  feveral  facto- 
ries. 

Which  done,  and  their  opinions  reported  to: 
the  governor,  he  accordingly  commanded  each 
to  his  place,  adding,  that  he  would  thenceforth 
take  upon  him  the  patronage  and  government 
of  the  Englifh  company's  bufinefs,  to  which 
purpofe  he  had  within  a  few  days  paft  opened 
a  letter  that  came  from  the  Englifh  prefident 
at  Jaccatra,  direfted  to  captain  Towerfon,  be- 
ing the  firft  Englifh  letter  he  ever  intercepted  ; 
further  faying,  that  he  was  glad  he  found  by 
the  letter  that  the  Englifh  at  Jaccatra  were  in- 
nocent touching  this  bufinefs. 

The  governor  and  fifcal  having  juft  made  an 
end  at  Amboyna,  difpatched  themfelves  for 
Banda,  where  they  made  very  diligent  enquiry 
againft  captain  Weldon,  the  Englifh  agent 
there,  yet  found  no  colour  or  fliadow  of  guilt 
to  lay  hold  on  him ;  but  at  laft  entertainsd 
him  with  courteous  fpeeches,  profeffing  to  be 
very  glad  that  they  found  him,  as  well  as  the 
Englifh  at  Jaccatra,  to  be  without  fufpicion  of 
this  treafon. 

Captain  Weldon  perceiving  the  diforder  and 
confufion  of  the  Englifh  company's  affairs  at 
Amboyna,    by  means   of   the   dealing  of  the 
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Dutch,  forthwith  hired  a  Dutch  pinnace  at 
Banda,  and  palled  to  Amboyna ;  where,  in- 
ftantly  upon  his  arrival,  he  recalled  the  com- 
pany's fervants,  which  were  tfent  by  the  Dutch 
governor  to  the  upper  factories. 

Having  enquired  of  them,  and  the  reft  that 
were  left  at  Amboyna,  of  the  whole  proceedings 
lately  paffed,  he  found  by  the  conftant  and 
agreeing  relation  of  them  ali,  that  there  was 
no  fuch  treafon  of  the  Englilh  as  was  pretend- 
ed :  as  alfo  underftanding  what  tlricl  command 
the  governor  had  given  to  the  furviving  Englilh 
not  once  to  talk,  or  confer  with  the  country 
people  concerning  this  bloody  bulinefs,  al- 
though the  country  people  every  day  reproach- 
ed them  with  treafon,  and  a  bloody  intention 
to  have  tnaffacred  the  natives,  and  to  have 
ripped  up  the  bellies  of  women  with  child, 
fuch  like  fluff,  wherewith  the  Dutch  had 
poffefled  the  poor  vulgar,  to  make  the  Englilh 
udious  unto  them. 

The  laid  Mr.  Weldon  therefore  finding  it  to 
fuit  neither  with  the  honour  or  profit  of  the 
Englilh  company,  his  matters,  to  hold  any 
longer  refidence  in  Amboyna,  he  took  the  poor 
remnant  of  the  Englilh  along  with  him  in  the 
faid  hired  pinnace  for  Jaccatra,  whither  the 
governor  had  fent  John  Beaumont  and  Ed- 
ward Collins  before,  as  men  condemned  and 
left  to  the  mercy  of  the  governor. 

When  this  heavy  news  of  Amboyna  came  to 
Jaccatra,  and  the  Englilh  there,  the  prefident 
lent  forthwith  to  the  general  of  the  Dutch,  to 
know  by  what  authority  the  governor  of 
Amboyna  had  thus  proceeded  againft  the 
Engliib,  and  how  he  and  the  reft  of  the  Dutch 
there  at  Jaccatra  did  approve  thefe  preceedings. 

The  governor  returned  for  anfwer,  that  the 
governor  of  Arnboyna's  authority  was  derived 
from  the  lords  ftates  general  of  the  United 
Netherlands  ;  under  whom  he  had  lawful  ju- 
rifdiction,  both  in  criminal  and  civil  caufes, 
within  the  diftrict  of  Amboyna:  further,  that 
fuch  proceeding  was  neceflary  againft  traitors, 
fuch  as  the  Englilh  executed  at  Amboyna 
might  appear  to  be  by  their  own  confelhons  •, 
a.  copy  whereof  he  therewith  fent  to  the  Eng- 
lilh prefident,  who  fent  the  fame  back  to  be 
authentickly  certified,  but  received  it  not  again. 

Hitherto  hath  been  recited  the  bare  and  naked 
narration  of  the  progrefs  and  paffage  of  this 
action,  as  it  is  taken  out  of  the  depofitions  of 
fix  feveral  Englilh  factors  •,  whereof  four  were 
condemned,  and  the  other  two  acquitted  in 
this  procefs  of  Amboyna  :  all,  fince  their  re- 
turn into  England,  examined  upon  their  oaths 
in  the  admiralty-court.  The  particulars  of  cap- 
tain Towerfon's,  as  alfo  of  Emanuel  Thom- 
fon's  examinations  and  anfwers,  are  not  yet 
come  to  light  •,  by  reafon  that  thefe  two  were 
kept  apart  from  all  the  reft,  and  each  alone 
by  hknfelf ;  nor  any  other  of  the  Englifh  fuf- 
itred  to  fpeak  with  them,  except  only  that 
fhort  farewell  which  John  Beaumont  took  of 
Thomfon  the  morning  before  the  execution 
before-mentioned.  The  like  obfeurity  is  yet 
touching  the  examinations  and  anfwers  of  di- 
vers  of  the   reft  that  were  executed  ;    being, 


during  their  imprifonment,  lb  ftriclly  looked  to 
and  watched  by  the  Dutch,  that  they  might 
not  talk  together,  nor  mutually  relate  their 
miferies  :  but  becaufe  the  Dutch  defend  their 
own  proceedings  by  the  confeffion  of  the  parties 
executed,  acknowledging  feverally  under  their 
hands,  that  they  were  guilty  of  the  pretended 
crime ;  it  will  not  be  amifs  to  recoiled:  and 
recall  unto  this  place,  as  it  were  unto  one  fum 
and  total,  certain  circumftances  difperfed  in 
feveral  parts  of  this  narration,  whereby,  as 
well  the  innocence  of  the  Englifh,  as  the  un- 
lawful proceeding  againft  them,  may  be  ma- 
nifeft. 

Firft  therefore  it  is  to  be  remembered,  that  the 
Japanefe  were  apprehended,  examined,  and  tor- 
tured three  or  four  days  before  the  Englifh  were 
attacked  j  and  the  fame,  as  well  of  their  ap- 
prehenlion  as  torture,  was  notorious  in  the  town 
of  Amboyna,  and  the  part  adjoining.  Thom- 
fon, in  this  interim,  and  the  very  firft  day  of  the 
examination  of  the  Japanefe,  went  to  the  caftle  to 
afk  leave  of  the  governor  to  land  fome  rice  -,  and 
brought  back  the  news  with  him  to  the  Englifh 
houleof  thecruel  handling  of  thefe  poor  Japanefe. 
This  had  been  Item  enough  to  the  Englilh,  if  they 
had  been  guilty,  to  fhift  for  themfelves  ;  where- 
to alfo  they  had  ready  means  by  the  curricur- 
ries,  or  fmall  boats  of  the  Amboyners,  which 
lie  along  the  ftrand  in  that  number  wherewith 
they  might  eafily  have  transported  themfelves  to 
Seran,  to  Bottoun,  or  Macaflar,  out  of  the  reach 
and  jurildiction  of  the  Dutch  :  but  in  that  they 
fled  not,  in  this  cafe,  it  is  a  very  ftrong  prefump- 
tion,  that  they  were  as  little  privy  to  any  trea- 
fon of  their  own,  as  fulpic'ious  of  any  treacherous 
train  laid  for  their  blood. 

In  the  next  place,  let  it  be  confidered,  how 
impofiible  it  was  for  the  Englifh  to  atchieve  this 
pretended  enterprise.  The  caftle  of  Amboyna 
is  of  a  very  great  firength  •,  the  garrifori  therein, 
two  or  three  hundred  men,  befides  as  many 
more  of  their  free  burghers  in  the  town.  What 
their  care  and  circumfpeftion  in  all  their  forts  is, 
may  appear,  not  only  from  the  quick  alarm  they 
took  at  the  foolifh  jelling  of  the  poor  Japanefe, 
made  to  the  centinel  above  recited  ;  out  alfo  by 
that  which  a  little  before  had  happened  at  Jac- 
catra, where  one  of  their  foldiers  was  fhot  to 
death  for  lleeping  on  the  watch. 

Durft  ten  Englifhmen,  whereof  was  not  one 
foldier,  attempt  any  thing  upon  fuch  a  firength 
and  vigilance  ?  As  for  the  alTiftance  of  the  Ja< 
panefe,  they  were  but  ten  neither,  and  all  un- 
armed, as  well  as  the  Englifh  :  for,  as  at  the 
feizure  at  the  Englifh  houie,  all  the  provifion 
there  found,  was  but  three  fwords,  two  muf- 
kets,  and  half  a  pound  of  powder  ;  lb  the  Japa- 
nefe, except  when  they  are  in  fervice  of  the  caf- 
tle, and  there  armed  by  the  Dutch,  are  allow- 
ed to  have  no  arms,  but  only  a  catan,  a  kind 
of  fhort  fword  •,  and  it  is  forbidden  to  all  the 
Dutch,  upon  great  penalty,  to  fell  any  hand- 
gun, powder  or  bullets  to  the  japanefe  or  Am- 
boyners. 

But  let  it  be  imagined  thefe  twenty,  perfons, 
Englilh  and  Japanele,  were  fo  defperate  as  to 
adventure  the  exploit  ■,  how  fhould  they  be  able 
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to  mafter  the  Dutch  in  the  caftle,  or  to  keep 
pofiefiion  when  they  had  gotten  it  ?  What  fe- 
cond  had  they  ?  There  was  neither  fhip  nor  pin- 
nace of  the  Englifh  in  harbour.  All  the  relt  of 
the  japanefe  in  the  ifland  were  not  twenty  per- 
fons,  and  not  one  Englifh  more.  The  neareft 
of  the  reft  of  the  Englifh  were  at  Banda,  forty 
leagues  frcm  Amboyna,  and  thole  but  nine  per- 
fons  ;  all  afteiward  cleared  by  the  governor  and 
fifcal  themfelves,  from  all  fufpicion  of  this  pre- 
tended crime,  as  were  alio  the  reft  of  the  Eng- 
lifh at  Jaccatra. 

On  the  other  fide,  befice  the  ftrength  of  the 
caftle,  and  town  of  Amboyna,  the  Dutch  have 
three  other  ftrong  caftles,  well  furnifhed  with 
foldiers,  in  the  fame  ifland,  and  at  Cambetlo, 
near  adjoining.  They  had  then  alfo  in  the  road 
of  Amboyna  eight  fhips  and  veffels,  well  fur- 
nifhed  with  men  and  ammunition. 

It  is  true,  that  the  ftories  do  record  fundry 
valiant  and  hardy  exploits  of  the  Englifh  nation, 
and  the  Dutch  are  witheffes  of  fome  of  them  ; 
yea,  have  rer.ped  the  fruit  of  the  Englifh  refo- 
lution  :  yet  no  ftory,  no  legend,  fcarcely  re- 
ported any  fuch  h?.rdinefs,  either  of  the  Englifh 
or  others,  that  fo  few  perfons,  fo  naked  of  all 
pro  virions  and  fupplies,  fhould  undertake  fuch 
an  a  e  upon  a  counter-party,  fo  well  and 

Abundantly  fitted  at  all  points. 

But  let  it  be  further  granted,  that  they  might 
pofiibly  have  overcome  all  thole  difficulties,  yet 
to  what  end  and  purpofe  lhould  they  have  put 
themfelves  into  fuch  a  jeopardy  ?  They  knew 
well  enough,  that  it  was  agreed  between  both 
companies  at  home,  that  the  forts  in  the  Indies 
mould  remain  reflectively  in  the  hands  of  fuch 
as  had  pofiefiion  of  them  at  the  date  of  the  trea- 
ty Anno  1619  :  and  that  the  fame  was  ratified 
by  the  king's  majefty  and  the  lords  ft%tes  ge- 
neral. "What  reward  therefore  could  the  Eng- 
lrfli  hope  for  of  their  valour  and  danger  ?  Cer- 
tainly none  other  than  that  which  is  exprefly 
provided  by  the  treaty  itfelf  •,  that  is,  to  be  pu- 
nifhed  as  difturbers  of  the  common  peace  and 
amity  of  both  nations. 

But  let  thefe  Englifhmen  have  been  as  foolifh 
as  they  will. in  this  plot,  as  the  Dutch  will  have 
them,  is  it  alfo  to  be  imagined,  that  they  were 
fo  gracelefs,  as  when  they  were  condemned,  and 
ferioufly  examined,  and  admonifbed  by  the  mi- 
nifters  to  difcharge  their  confeiences,  yet  then 
to  perfiif.  in  their  diffimulation  ;  being  other- 
wife  of  fuch  godly  behaviour,  as  to  fpend  the 
time  in  prayer,  ringing  of  pfalms,  and  fpiritu- 
ally  comforting  one  another,  which  the  Dutch 
would  have  had  them  beftow  in  drinking  to 
drive  away  their  forrow  ?  Their  general  and  re- 
ligious profeffion  of  their  innocence  to  their 
countrymen  at  their  laft  parting  with  them  ;  and 
rinallv,  their  fealing  this  profeffion  with  their  laft 
breath  and  blood,  even  in  the  very  article  of 
death,  and  in  the  ftroke  of  the  executioner  ? 
What  horrible  and  unexampled  diffimulation 
muft  this"  have  been  ? 

It  muft  be  confeffed,  that  this  is  in  all  refpe&s 
a  moft  aftonifhing  and  furprifing  relation.  That 
the  Dutch  fhould  be  deffrous  of  engroffing  the 
fpice  trade,  had  nothing  in  it  but  what  might 


be  eafily  accounted  for  i  becaufe  of  die  former 
inftances  they  had  given  us  of  their  Avarice:  that 
they  fhould  make  no  fcruple  of  attacking  and 
deftroying  the  Englifh  that  were  fettled  in  the 
lpice-iffands,  and  confequently  flood  in  the  way 
of  their  deiign,  is  what  might  have  been  expect- 
ed from  their  boundlefs  ambition,  by  which  they 
were  become  formidable  even  to  their  own  ftates: 
but  that  they  fhould  take  this  method,  which 
was  at  once  the  moft  contrary  to  the  folemn 
treaty  they  had  made,  is  ftrange  in  the  higheft 
degree.  But  perhaps  it  may  be  accounted  ftill 
ftranger,  that,  when  they  had  dune  it,  they 
durft  juftify  it,  and  juftify  it  even  here  :  this, 
however,  they  did,  which  produced  the  account 
we  have  given  the  reader,  as  appears  from  that 
very  account  which  the  Eaft  India  company  were 
not  at  liberty  to  publilh  till  the  Dutch  maJe  an 
appeal  to  the  public  themleives. 

After  this,  indeed,  the  publifhing  of  their 
cafe  could  be  no  longer  refufed  them  ;  efpeci- 
ally  as  wlrat  they  offered  was  fupported  by  the 
fulleft  proofs  upon  oath,  registered  in  the  court 
of  chancery. 

We  fee  from  hence,  the  great  confequence  of 
the  Liberty  ofthel'rds:  had  it  been  open  at 
that  time,  it  had  been  impoffible  to  have  hin- 
dered the  nation  from  rece-v.ng  ample  fatisfac- 
ticn  for  fuch  a  flagrant  injury,  iuch  an  intolera- 
ble intuit.  But  as  it  was,  we  are  to!d,  there 
was  a  party  in  king  James's  court,  that  if  they 
did  not  juftify,  at  leaft  excufed  this  horrid  fact, 
from  the  Dutch  account  of  ir. 

It  may  not  be  amifs  alfo  to  obferve,  that  at 
this  juncture,  the  ftates  were  actually  demanding 
and  receiving  afiiftance  from  the  crown  cf  Great 
Britain  -,  and  that  too  as  large  in  its  nature,  and 
as  effectual  in  its  confluences,  as  any  which  they 
had  received  in  the  time  of  queen  Elizabeth, 
and  for  which  the  ftates  expfefled'  as  much  gra- 
titude and  thankfulnefs  to  that  monarch,  as  ever 
they  did  to  the  queen,  and  rs  it  clearly  appears, 
with  juft  as  much  fincerity.  It  is  not  likely  that 
the  tragedy  of  Amboyna  was  acted  in  confe- 
quence of  any  inftructions  from  Holland  ;  but 
in  the  Indies  they  were  at  full  liberty,  and  there 
therefore  the  true  genius  of  the  nation  difplayed 
itfclf:  and  the  Dutch  writers,  inthofe  very 
times,  boaft,  that  the  general  «if  the  Eaft  India 
company  kept  as  great  a  court,  and  made  in 
every  refpect  as  magnificent  an  appearance  as 
the  prince  of  Oiange  himfelf ;  which  plainly 
proves,  that  as  they  hated  the  government  of 
the  princes  of  Orange,  fo  they  were  wilhng  that 
ftrangers  fhould  take  notice  of  their  in.depen- 
cy  and  power  in  another  part  of  the  world, 
where  the  government  was  in  fuch  hands  as  they 
beft  approved. 

The  death  of  king  James  happened  in  a  very 
fhort  time  after  tjiis  misfortune,  and  the  trou- 
bles of  various  kinds,  which  very  early  cifturb- 
ed  the  reign  of  king  Charles  I.  put  it  cut  of  his 
power  to  purlue  that  matter  as  he  feems  to  have 
intended:  for,  in  the  beginning  of  his  reign,  he 
granted  letters  of  requeft  to  the  ftates-general  for 
obtaining  fatisfaction,  which,  however,  had  no 
effect,  neither  did  the  king  purfue  that  point  any 
farther. 

The 
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The  reafon  of  this  appears  to  have  been,  that 
finding  other  caufes  of  complaint  againft  the 
Dutch,  he  abfolutely  determined  to  lefien  their 
itrength  as  a  maritime  power  ;  the  rather,  be- 
caufe  he  found  them  joining  with  the  French,  in 
order  to  the  execution  of  a  fcheme  which  they 
have  had  always  in  view,  of  dividing  the  Spa- 
nifh  Low  Countries  with  France,  and  then  dif- 
puting,  in  confederacy  with  her,  the  fovereignty 
of  the  Fnglifh  claim  over  the  narrow  feas. 

This  king  Charles  I.  faw  ;  and  in  order  to 
prevent,  found  it  neceffary  to  fit  out  a  fleet, 
which  induced  him  to  demand  fhip-money  ;  and 
that  began  thofe  confufions,  which  ended  in 
the  ruin  of  our  government,  and  leaving  the 
Dutch  in  poffeffion  of  all  that  trade,  which  they 
had  acquired  at  our  expence. 


Let  us  now  return  to  Mr.  Nieuhoff,  who  fays, 
that,  part  of  the  ifland  of  Amboyna  is  under  the 
jurifdidtion  of  the  Eaft  India  company,  and  part 
of  it  under  that  of  the  king  of  Ternate. 

There  was  a  large  crocodile  killed,  during  our 
author's  refidence  at  the  port  Victoria,  which 
place  belongs  to  the  Dutch  :  it  had  lived  a  great 
while  in  the  ditch,  deftroying  the  governor's 
poultry  ;  and  once  made  an  attack  upon  his  fe- 
cretary,  who  narrowly  efcaped  with  his  life. 

The  inhabitants  were  formerly  pagans  and  ca- 
nibals,  but  at  prefent  they  are  Mahometans  and 
Chriftians.  The  men  are  brave,  but  deceitful, 
and  very  lazy,  having  large  whiikers  and  thin 
beards.  Their  weapons  are  fcymitars,  javelins, 
half  pikes,  bows,  arrows,  and  a  kind  of  poi- 
foned  arrows,  the  wound  whereof  is  mortal ;  and 
thele  they  blow  through  hollow  pipes.  They 
are  likewife  dextrous  in  the  ufe  of  fire-arms. 

Mr.  Nieuhoff  left  this  place  on  the  third  of 
May,  and  on  the  twenty-ninth  of  the  fame  month 
arrived  at  Batavia.  Soon  after  his  arrival  he 
was  lent  on  a  voyage  to  the  Pifcadore  iflands, 
from  whence  he  went  to  the  ifland  of  Teywan, 
which  place  he  quitted  on  the  eleventh  of  De- 
cember, and  on  the  thirtieth  of  that  month  came 
to  the  city  of  Malacca,  the  capital  of  a  kingdom 
of  the  fame  name,  which  was  formerly  fuppofed 
to  be  joined  to  the  ifland  of  Sumatra,  by  a  imall 
neck  of  land  now  loft  in  the  ocean. 

In  the  year  1510,  Malacca,  after  an  obflinate 
refiftance,  furrendered  to  the  Portuguefe,  under 
the  command  of  general  Abuquerque  •,  the  king 
being  compelled  to  fly  to  the  woods,  where  he 
died.  In  the  year  1640,  after  a  flege  of  fix 
months,  the  Dutch  took  it  from  the  Portuguefe, 
and  found  a  vaft  treaiure  in  it. 

The  trade  of  this  place,  in  gold,  precious 
ftones,  and  all  the  rarities  of  the  eaft,  is  prodi- 
gious. The  harbour,  which  is  one  of  the  fineft 
in  the  Indies,  is  continually  crouded  with  fhips 
from  China,  Japan,  the  coaft  of  Coromandel, 
&c.  Formerly  the  coin  of  this  place  was  only 
tin,  of  great  weight,  but  little  value  ;  but  at 
prefent  both  gold  and  filver  are  current,  a  piece 
of  eight  paffing  for  two  guilders  and  eleven  {li- 
vers. 

The  natives  of  Malacca  are  of  a  tawny  com- 
plexion, having  large  eyes,  flat  nofes,  and  long 
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black  hair.  They  go  almoft  naked,  wearing 
only  a  piece  of  fluff  wrapped  about  the  middle. 
The  women  are  extremely  fond  of  precious 
ftones,  fine  filks,  gold  bracelets  and  ear-rings, 
and  are  excefiively  proud. 

There  is  a  fpecies  of  people  in  Malacca,  who 
can  only  fee  in  the  dark  or  twilight,  being  blind 
all  the  day,  which  they  generally  lpend  in  fleep- 
ing,  and  do  not  rife  till  fun-fet.  Their  complex- 
ions are  like  thofe  of  the  Europeans  ;  their  hair 
is  of  a  yellowifh  colour  and  is  extremely  long, 
that  of  the  women  hanging  down  to  their  hips. 
They  are  in  general  well  proportioned,  but  their 
feet  are  bent  inward. 

The  vaft  tract  of  land  called  Malacca,  or 
Malaya,  is  the  moft  fouthern  of  all  the  Eaft  In- 
dies, comprehending  befides  many  other  king- 
doms, thofe  of  Pahorn,  Pera,  Quedah,  Jor,  &c. 

Jor,  which  is  fituated  at  the  ftreights  of  Ma- 
lacca, produces  great  plenty  of  lemons,  bananas, 
citrons  as  large  as  a  man's  head,  and  other  In- 
dian fruits.  It  likewife  abounds  with  pepper, 
cinnamon,  buffaloes,  monkies,  ftags,  &c. 

The  inhabitants  are  a  brave  people,  but  proud 
and  lafcivious  ;  they  are  complaifant,  but  given 
to  lying  and  deceit :  their  complexion  is  a  kind 
of  light  blue  ;  their  teeth  are  black  and  their 
nofes  crooked  :  length  of  nails  is,  with  them  a 
mark  of  quality,  they  therefore  wear  their  nails 
extremely  long,  and  paint  them  yellow. 

The  richer  fort  of  people  wear  poinards  fet 
with  precious  ftones  ;  and  Ratifpont,  king  of 
Jor,  who  in  1608  went  on  board  the  Dutch  fleet, 
wore  a  poinard  fet  with  diamonds  and  fapphires, 
valued  at  fifty  thoufand  guilders.  He  had  like- 
wife  three  gold  chains  about  his  neck,  curioufly 
adorned  with  precious  ftones. 

In  the  kingdom  of  Pahan  are  found  nutmegs, 
pepper,  mace,  hogs  ftones,  (which  are  a  gocd 
antidote  to  poifon)  champhire,  eagle-wood,  gold 
and  diamonds. 

The  chief  city,  which  is  likewife  called  Pahan, 
is  fituated  about  three  miles  from  the  lea,  and  is 
inhabited  only  by  the  nobility,  the  poorer  people 
living  in  the  luburbs.  Round  the  city,  which  is 
but  lmall,  runs  a  wall  four  fathoms  high,  made 
of  the  trunks  of  trees  joined  together  in  a  very 
ftrong  and  compact  manner.  The  houfes  are 
built  of  reed  and  ftraw  except  the  king's  palace, 
which  is  of  wood.  The  ftreets  are  enclofed  on 
each  fide  with  hedges  of  reeds  planted  with  co- 
coa, do  that  the  place  has  more  the  appearance 
of  a  garden  than  a  city. 

The  kingdom  of  Potany  is  fertile  and  tempe- 
rate. It  abounds  with  rice,  pepper,  and  fruits 
of  many  kinds.  The  natives  are  of  ah  afh-co- 
loured  complexion,  well  fhaped,  proud  and 
oftentatious  •,  but  they  are  very  civil  in  conver- 
fation.  They  are  extremely  jealous,  and  though 
adultery  is  punifhed  with  death,  yet  the  women 
are  fo  lafcivious  that  they  frequently  run  the 
rifle  of  detection  :  on  this  occafion  the  neareft 
relation  of  the  criminal  is  obliged  to  be,  the  exe- 
cutioner •,  yet  fornication  is  not  efteemed  any 
great  crime. 

The  nobility  keep  a  great  number  of  female 
flaves,  whom  they  let  out  at  fo  much  a  month  ; 
and  a  ftranger  may  have  his  choice  of  young 
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women,  who  will  bargain  to  live  with  him  dur- 
ing his  ftay  among  them,  at  a  fixed  price.  The 
woman  hired  does  all  the  work  of  his  houie,  and 
ferves  as  a  bedfellow  ;  and  if  her  mafter  is  care- 
ful to  have  no  connection  with  any  other  wo- 
man,  he  may  depend  on  her  fidelity. 

The  natives  in  general  live  an  idle  life,  the 
traffic  being  chiefly  engrafted  by  the  Chinefe. 
The  principal  wealth  of  the  inhabitants  confifts 
in  lands  and  flaves,  and  they  are  fupplied  with 
all  kinds  of  rich  commodities  by  the  foreign 
merchants. 

The  people  of  Lahor  procure  oxen,  fowls, 
rice  and  fait  from  Patan  -,  thofe  of  Malacca  are 
likewife  fupplied  by  them  with  the  bezoar  ftone  : 
to  Borneo  they  fend  iron,  fteel  and  copper  ;  to 
China  white  and  yellow  fandal-wood,  ikins, 
ivory,  camphire,  pepper,  &c.  and  to  Japan, 
filk,  lead,  tin,  &c. 

The  inhabitants  are  fo  numerous  as  to  be 
able  :o  take  the  field  with  one  hundred  and 
eighty  thoufand  men.  The  country  is  tributary 
to  the  king  of  Siam,  and  pays  yearly  a  quantity 
of  fine  cloaths,  fcar'iet-cloths,  velvets,  and  a 
curious  artificial  flower,  richly  wrought  with 
gold. 

In  the  year  1 602  this  kingdom  was  governed 
by  a  woman,  who,  though  then  but  fifteen  years 
of  age,  was  a  widow  :  her  name  was  Pratie,  and 
fhe  kept  in  her  court  a  great  number  of  ladies  of 
quality,  none  of  whom  fhe  permitted  to  marry, 
though  fhe  connived  at  their  amorous  intrigues. 
She  leldom  went  abroad,  but  when  fne  did  fhe 
was  attended  by  two  thoufand  noblemen,  all 
drefied  in  the  liveries  of  her  deceafed  hufband. 

About  thirty  leagues  to  the  northward  of 
Malacca  is  an  ifland  called  Dingding,  which  has 
no  inhabitants,  but  abounds  with  tortoifes  and 
oyfters.  Mr.  Nieuhoffftaid  on  this  ifland  four 
days,  and  then  coafted  along  in  fight  of  the  land 
of  Sumatra. 

On  the  fixth  of  March  they  came  to  an  anchor 
in  the  road  of  Wingurla,  where  they  found  the 
Bantam  yachts  waiting  to  tranfport  the  queen 
of  Golconda  from  thence  to  Mocha,  in  her  way 
to  Medina,  where  (he  propofed  vifiting  the  tomb 
of  Mahomet.  Her  guard  confided  of  four 
thoufand  cavalry,  having  long  coats  of  mail,  the 
fhoulders  of  which  were  embroidered  with  fer- 
pent's  heads,  like  thofe  of  the  ancient  Romans  : 
they  were  mounted  on  fine  Perfian  horfes,  had 
bright  polifhed  helmets,  wore  long  beards,  and 
were  armed  with  bows  and  arrows. 

Every  man  of  quality  who  attended  the  queen 
had  a  footman  on  each  fide  holding  his  horfe's 
bridle  :  her  majefty  and  all  her  ladies  were  car- 
ried in  clofe  litters  fo  as  to  be  concealed  from 
public  view,  and  before  them  went  feveral  ca- 
mels covered  with  rich  furniture,  on  one  of 
which  was  a  kettle-drummer,  who  performed  in 
a  very  dextrous  manner. 

The  Dutch  commodore,  and  the  director  of 
the  Eaft  India  Company  met  her  majefty  two 
leagues  from  the  town,  during  her  ftay  in  which 
fhe  dictated  to  her  fecretaries  in  feveral  different 
languages.  There  was  a  grand  tent  erected  for 
her  on  the  fea-fhore,  the  paffage  from  whence  to 
the  fnallop  that  was  to  take  her  on  board  her 
yacht  was  covered  with  callico.     As  the  fhip 


was  brought  back  by  the  bcatfwain,  and  the 
captain  never  returned  from  the  voyage,  it  was 
fuppofed  he  became  a  Mahometan. 

Wingurle  is  a  large  village  on  the  fea-fhore  of 
the  kingdom  of  Golconda,  where  the  Dutch  Eaft 
India  Company  have  a  factory,  and  mod  fhips 
bound  to  Perfia  are  obliged  to  touch  there  in 
their  pafiage,  for  wood  and  water. 

From  Wingurle  Mr.  Nieuhoff  proceeded  to 
Gambron,  a  celebrated  city,  and  the  only  fea- 
port  of  Perfia,  lying  in  twenty  feven  degrees 
north  latitude,  on  a  flat  fea-fhore  juft  at  the  en- 
trance of  the  Perfian  gulph. 

Gambron  rofe  out  of  the  ruins  of  the  celebra- 
ted city  of  Ormus.  It  is  defended  by  three  ftcne 
baftions  on  each  fide,  whereon  are  mounted 
many  pieces  of  cannon.  As  they  fear  no  enemy 
from  the  land-fide,  that  quarter  is  very  poorly 
fortified. 

The  ftreers  are  fliort  and  narrow :  and  though, 
the  houfes  flope  in  fuch  a  manner  that  they  al- 
moft  all  meet  at  the  top,  they  fcarcely  aniwer  the 
purpofe  of  excluding  the  heat,  which  is  excef- 
live.  The  houfes  ftand  very  clofe  together,  hav- 
ing each  a  very  high  turret  at  the  top,  full  of  air 
holes  wherein  the  inhabitants  fleep  in  winter: 
they  are  built  of  fquare  pieces  of  earth,  dried  in 
the  fun,  which  foon  become  hard  as  ftones  •,  the 
outfides  of  thefe  are  whitened  with  lime,  made 
of  burnt  mufcle-fbells.  Their  out-houfes  are 
covered  with  palm-leaves,  and  are  miferable  huts. 
The  ftreets  are  not  paved,  but  filled  up  with 
earth,  which  being  continually  watered,  to  allay 
the  duft  and  heat,  become  in  time  very  hard. 

The  Englifh  and  Dutch  have  each  a  factory 
in  this  place,  diftinguifhed  by  their  refpective 
flags  hoifted  on  the  tops  of  their  houfes. 

The  only  tree  produced  here  about  "is  the 
palm  •,  but  the  inhabitants  have  plenty  of  Per- 
fian wine,  of  a  fweet  flavour,  a  high  red  colour, 
and  tolerably  ftrong  :  they  have  likewife  arrack 
dillilled  from  cocoa  and  1  ice,  and  are  fond  of  a 
fherbet  made  of  water,  lemons,  and  fugar. 

Water  is  very  fcarce  here,  being  brought  every 
morning  by  the  flaves  from  a  place  at  nine  miles 
diftance,  and  kept  to  cool  in  earthen  veifels  or 
fheep-fkins. 

Thofe  ftrangers  who  will  venture  to  live  here* 
from  March  to  October,  during  which  time  the 
heat  is  exceffive,  muft  expect  to  be  attacked  with 
an  ague,  which  they  will  hardly  ever  get  rid 
( f.  Moft  of  the  people  then  cither  fleep  upon 
leather,  on  in  their  turrets,  with  the  body  im- 
merfed  in  water. 

Such  fnips  as  are  obliged  to  ftay  in  this  port 
during  the  fu miner  feafon,  muft  be  clofely  co- 
vered up  with  thick  fails,  otherwife  the  planks 
would  be  in  danger  of  fplitting,  for  the  pitch  and 
tar  boils  up  fo  hot  upon  deck,  that  a  man  can- 
not walk  over  it  bare-footed. 

This  prodigious  heat  arifes  in  a  great  meafure 
from  the  city  being  placed  at  the  foot  of  a  bar- 
ren mountain,  directly  oppofite  the  fouth,  from 
which  quarter  the  wind  blows  during  the  greater 
part  of  the  fummer  feafon,  and  the  breezes,  inftead 
of  being  refrefhing,  are  ftifling  to  man  and  beaft. 

Moft  of  the  inhabitants  of  Gambron  are  mer- 
chants, who  have  country  houfes  ten  or  twelve- 
leagues  from  the  city,  which  are  generally  fituated 
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on  the  banks  of  a  rivulet,  where  they  rcfide  during 
the  fumtner  feafon,  merrily  fpending  the  proiics  of 
the  winter.  They  leave  their  town  houfes  to 
the  care  of  their  flaves  till  the  month  of  October, 
when  the  foreign  (hips  and  merchants  begin  to 
arrive,  and  as  the  heat  fubfides,  their  bulinefs 
increaies. 

There  are  Caravans,  conflfting  of  many  thou- 
fand  camels,  dromedaries,  and  affes,  laden  with 
all  forts  of  rich  goods  from  Perfia,  Babylon,  and 
Turkey,  brought  in  here  annually,  to  be  ex- 
changed for  Eaft-Indian  wares. 

The  ftaple  commodities  of  Gambron  are 
cloth  of  gold,  tape-dries,  pearls,  perfian  wine, 
the  bell  rofe- water,  and  fruits  of  feveral  forts, 
as  pomegranates,  peaches,  citrons,  plums, 
railins,  currants,  nuts,  dates,  oranges  &c. 

The  women  are  kept  very  dole,  living  in 
feperate  apartments  irom  the  men,  who  lay  alide 
all  bufinefs  during  the  time  of  amorous  dalliance. 
The  women  who  are  to  be  hired  for  money,  fit  at 
their  doors  upon  benches  at  night,  withlanthorns 
in  their  hands,  and  any  man  is  at  liberty  to 
choofe  his  companion. 

The  inhabitants  are  of  a  brown  complexion, 
and  the  poorer  fort  go  a! mod  naked,  while  thofe 
who  are  richer  imitate  the  fpltndor  of  the  Per- 
lians  in  their  drefs  ;  but  lome  few,  who  are  pre- 
judiced in  favour  of  the  cuftoms  of  antiquity, 
drefs  themfelves  like  their  forefathers,  wearing 
gold  and  filver  rings  in  their  ears  and  nofes,  and 
on  their  hands.  Inftead  of  rice  or  bread  the 
common  people  eat  dates,  which,  together  with 
fiih,  is  their  principal  food,  not  only  here,  but 
ail  along  the  coaft  •,  and  as  fodder  for  the  cattle 
is  exceeding  fcarce,  they  are  generally  fed  with 
date-ftones  and  the  guts  and  heads  of  fifli  boiled 
and  mafhed  together. 

About  a  league  to  the  eaftward  of  the  city  is 
the  fepulchre  of  a  famous  Banian  faint,  lying 
under  a  tree,  the  branches  of  which  bending 
downward,  take  root  again  and  produce  other 
trecs,  thus  forming  a  continued  fuccefiion  of  na- 
tural arbours,  to  which  the  inhabitants  retire  in 
parties  of  pleafure,  and  flicker  themfelves  from 
the  heat  of  the  fun.  The  intermediate  ipaces  of 
ground,  which  are  not  engroffed  by  the  rooting 
of  the  tree,  are  paved  with  brick,  and  adorned 
with  neat  benches  for  the  accomodation  of  thofe 
who  are  wearied. 

To  this  place  feveral  feels  of  Indians  repair 
to  offer  faenfice  •,  and  over  the  fepulchre  is  built 
a  fmall  pagod,  in  which  are  many  lamps  whiclr 
burn  day  and  night  under  a  canopy  ot  iilk. 

There  is  a  particular  feci:  of  Bramins  who  go 
naked,  except  jult  covering  thole  parts  that  de- 
cency requires  :  they  have  no  regular  dwelling 
places,  but  ileep  on  dunghills,  or  in  the  porches 
of  the  temples.  Thefe  are  often  to  be  met  with 
fitting  crofs-legged  in  the  highway.  They  ne- 
ner  cut  their  hair,  fhave  their  beards,  or  pair  their 
nails  ;  lb  that  ther  appearance  is  extremely  dif- 
agreeable.  The  Arrange  penances  which  thefe 
people  inflict  on  themfelves  are  almoft  incredi- 
ble •,  for  they  voluntarily  fubjeft  themfelves  to 
miferies  which  one  would  imagine  human  nature 
could  not  futlain. 

Some  among  them  have  been  known  to  conti- 
nue at  their  devotions  nine  or  ten  days,  without 


eating  or  drinking  :  others  of  them  never  fit  ; 
and  when  they  intend  to  ileep,  they  tie  a  rope 
round  their  waift,  and  hang  themfelves  to  the 
branch  of  a  tree  :  a  third  fort  carry  their  hands 
conftantly  above  their  heads,  and  diftort  their 
eyes  in  a  ftrange  manner,  never  looking  on  any 
perfon,  as  if  it  were  criminal  to  diftinguifli  ob- 
jedls  ;  neither  can  the  heat  of  the  fun,  nor  the 
flinging  of  the  gnats  induce  them  to  change  their 
mortifying  pofitions.  They  befmear  their  bo- 
dies with  a  mixture  of  cow-dung  and  allies,  io 
that  they  cut  a  moft  nafly  figure. 

Thefe  wretches  are  the  principal  objects  of  the 
devotion  of  the  Indian  woir.cn,  who  kils  the  ends 
of  their  fingers,  but  direct,  their  adoration  chiefly 
to  their  private  parts,  to  which  they  apply  their 
lips  with  the  moft  profound  refpect ;  and  if  it 
fliould  happen  that  any  one  of  thefe  miierablc 
creatures  maniftfted  the  leaft  fenfibility  from  the 
contact,  he  would  loofe  all  his  repution  for  fu- 
perior  holinefs.  The  governor  of  Gambron  is 
anfwerable  for  his  conduct,  to  certain  commif- 
fidners  whom  the  king  of  Perfia  fends  annually 
to  examine  into  it,  with  a  power  to  behead  him 
if  he  has  acted  illegally.  He  is  obliged  to  meet 
thefe  officers  unarmed,  but  he  is  feldom  known 
to  be  punifhed.  If  he  has  done  his  duty,  he  is 
rewarded  with  a  prefent  of  fome  pieces  of  cloth, 
and  they  enter  the  city  together,  where  they 
fpend  fome  day's  in  feafting. 

Between  Gambron  and  Ifpahan  there  are  foot- 
pofts,  which  are  amazingly  expeditious  :  they 
are  appointed  by  the  governor,  who  makes 
proof  of  their  abilities  by  letting  them  to  run  a- 
gainft  a  Angle  horfeman,  and  if  they  arc  lurfici- 
ently  fwift,  he  gives  them  the  title  of  runners,  to- 
gether with  a  fuit  of  cloaths  ;  and  when  he  has 
no  occalion  for  their  fervices,  he  permits  them 
to  wait  on  any  ftranger  for  hire. 

The  ifland  of  Ormus  lies  between  twenty-five 
and  twenty  fix  degrees  of  north  latitude,  and  is 
interfected  by  a  ridge  of  mountains,  ftretching 
from  eaft  to  weft  along  the  whole  ifland.  No- 
thing is  to  be  feen  behind  thefe  but  white  and 
barren  hills,  which  produce  very  fine  fait.  One 
of  thefe  hills  is  pyramidical,  and  produces  no- 
thing but  fait.  On  the  top  of  another,  which 
is  -called  the  mountain  of  the  dead,  the  Portuguefe 
formerly  built  a  chapel,  facred  to  our  lady  of  the 
rock;  and  the  mountain  being  very  fteep  the  na- 
tives have  cut  fteps  to  the  chapel. 

Near  this  mountain  is  the  chapel  of  St.  Lucy,; 
rifing  upon  the  ruins  of  certain  eld  towers,  in 
which  the  kings  of  Ormus  ufed  formerly  to  Im- 
prifon  their  brothers,  having  firft  put  out  their 
eyes. 

On  the  north  fide  of  the  ifland  lies  the  city  of 
Ormus,  formerly  one  of  the  moft  fiourifhing 
places  in  the  world,  being  then  frequented  by 
people  of  all  nations  and  religions,  on  account  of 
its  wealth.  It  Was  once  laid,  that  if  the  world 
were  a  ring,  Ormus  muft  be  confidered  as  the 
diamond.  Ormus  was  undoubtedly  one  of  the 
moft  famous  cities  in  the  univerie,  on  account 
of  its  trade,  and  the  convenience  of  its 
Atuation,  before  a  pafi'age  by  lea  was  dilcover- 
ed  to  the  Eaft  Indies  ;  nor  did  the  Portuguefe, 
after  they  had  conquered  it,  neglect  adding  to 
its  beauty:  for,  their  oftentation  was  fuch  that 
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the  very  iron  of  their  doors  and  windows  was 
plated  with  gold  ;  and  it  was  faid,  that  if  it  had 
remained  in  their  hands  till  now,  they  would 
have  turned  it  all  into  many  gold. 

Upon  an  eminence  they  erected  a  {lately 
church,  facred  to  the  hold  virgin,  and  near  it  an 
hofpital  called  Mifericordie,  belides  many  mo- 
naileries,  the  belt  of  which  belong  to  the  Au- 
guftinians  and  Carmelites  ;  and  although  the 
Perfians  have  defpoiled  it  of  its  beauties  there 
ftill  remain  glorious  traces  of  its  former  lplendor 
among  which.a  high  iteeple,  admired  for  the  ex- 
cellence of  its  architecture,  is  none  of  the  leaft 
confiderable. 

"When  this  city  was  in  the  hands  of  the  Por- 
tnguefe,  the  fortifications  were  but  indifferent  •, 
but  the  Perfians  have  fortified  it  much  better  •, 
they  have  deepened  the  ditch,  and  erected  an 
half  moon  that  commands  a  good  way  round. 
The  harbour  is  formed  by  two  points  of  land 
jutting  out,  on  one  of  which  ftar.ds  a  church, 
built  by  the  Portuguefe  in  honour  of  our  lady 
of  Good  Hope,  and  on  the  other  a  caftle. 

The  governor  of  Ormus  generally  lives  at 
Gambron,  and  has  a  deputy,  who  refides  in 
the  city  of  Ormus,  in  the  palace  belonging  to 
the  ancient  kings. 

Sometimes  it  does  not  rain  on  this  ifiand  for 
three  years ;  it  therefore  cannot  be  thought 
that  the  foil,  which  is  little  elfe  than  a  lump  of 
fait,  mould  be  fertile  ;  and  except  the  products 
of  the  royal  garden,  mod  of  which  are  forced, 
there  is  neither  grafs  nor  any  other  kind  of  ver- 
dure, or  any  thing  fit  for  the  fupport  of  life, 
grows  on  the  ifiand.  In  fome  lew  places  in- 
deed, a  few  fhurbs,  a  fmall  quantity  of  dates, 
and  a  kind  of  thorn  may  be  found. 

There  are  feveral  concurring  circnmftances  to 
fupport  the  truth  of  the  affirmation  that  this 
ifiand  was  formerly  on  fire  for  feven  years  toge- 
ther ;  fuch  as,  its  being  often  fubjeft  to  earth- 
quakes ;  the  fouth  winds  which  blow  from  the 
mountain  impregnating  the  air  with  brimftone  ; 
the  earth  being  in  many  places  black  and  red, 
making  a  moft  frightful  appearance,  and  the 
vallies  covered  with  afhes  refembling  quick 
lime  ;  there  being,  befides  thefe  marks  of  a  fire, 
a  fpongy  kind  of  pumice-ftone  all  along  the  coaft, 
juft  under  the  water  •,  and  this  being  light,  brit- 
tle, and  porous,  eafily  mixes,  when  powdered, 
with  the  water,  caufing  an  excellent  cement, 
which  hardening  in  time,  proves  a  fufficient 
protection  againft  the  feverity  of  the  weather. 
It  is  not  impoffible  that  thefe  ftones  were  caft 
out  by  a  burning  mountain,  there  being  many 
of  them  very  black,  thole  only  being  white 
which  are  found  nearand  wafhed  by  the  water  on 
the  fea  fhore. 

The  heats  here,  which  continue  at  leaft  five 
months,  and  fometimes  laft  even  from  May  to 
December,  are  far  more  intenfe   than  at  Gam- 
brqn.     The  wind,  during  this  feaibn,  is   fouth- 
eaft,  and  weft  fouth-weft,  but  very  feldom  fou- 
therly.     It  is    remarkable   that   this  kft  wind, 
though  it  does  not  waft  any  great  refrefhment 
into  the  houfes,  yet  cools  the  water,  in   which 
the  inhabitants  very  frequently  bathe. 
Formerly  Ormus  was  governed  by  its  ownkings, 


who,  from  cuftoms  and  imports,  raifed  immenfo 
treafures,  which  enabled  them    to  extend   their 
conquefts  on  the  continent  •,  but  what  they  gain- 
ed here  by  their  arms,  they   afterwards   loft  by 
their  neglect,  devoting   themielves    entirely   to 
voluptuoufneis,    and    abandoning    the    care    of 
public    affairs   to   favourites,    who,    preferring 
their  own  private  intereft  to  the  honour  and  ad- 
vantage of  their  king   and  country,  became  an 
eafy  prey  to  the  arms   of  the   Portuguefe,  who 
obliged  them  to  pay  tribute,  and  domineered  over 
them  till  the  year  1622,  when  they  were  driven 
out  by  the  Perfians,  affifted  by  the  Englifh,  who, 
in  confideration   of  their   great  fervices,  had   a 
grant  of  a  moiety  of  all  the   cuftoms  to  be  col- 
lected in  that  port.     All  the  Indian  commodities 
were  formerly  brought  into  Europe  by  the  way 
of  Ormus,  from  whence  they  were  carried  down 
the   Perfran  gulph  and  the  river  Euphrates  to 
Baffora  ;     from    Baffora  they   were   carried   on 
camels  to  Bagdad,  a  city  upon  the  Tigris,  where 
joining  feveral  other  caravans,  they  made  a  jour- 
ney of  forty  days  through  the  dt  farts  of  Syria  in 
their  way  to  Aleppo:  trom   Aleppo   they  went 
to  Tripoli,  which  lies  upon  the  Mediterranean, 
on  which  fea  they  were  embarked  for  the  differ- 
ent parts  of  Europe. 

Mr.  Nieuhoff  having  taken  in  his  lading 
at  Gambron,  quitted  it  on  the  fecond  of  June, 
proceeding  along  the  coaft  of  Malabar,  and 
intending  for  Puntogale  in  the  ifiand  of  Ceylon, 
having  letters  of  recommendation  to  the  go- 
vernor,  but  refolving  not  to  land,  he  fent  his- 
letters  afhore  by  a  fmall  vcfiel,  and  failed  for- 
ward to  Jafnapatnam. 

From  jafnapatnam  Mr.  Nieuhoff  went  to 
Negapatnam,  a  name  which  is  compounded  of 
two  Malabar  words,  fignifying  ferpent  and  city, 
and  is  fo  called  from  the  number  of  lerpents 
that  are  found  near  k.  The  Dutch  took  this 
city  from  the  Portuguefe  in  the  year  1658,  at 
which  time  it  was  adorned  with  feveral  good 
churches  and  other  buildings,  no  more  than  the 
ruins  of  which  are  now  to  be  feen.  The  place 
is  well  fortified,  and  populous,  the  inhabitants- 
being  of  a  tawny  complexion,  fprung  from  a 
mixture  of  Moors  and  Chriftian^. 

It  being  thought  neceffary  to  enter  into  an 
alliance  with  fome  of  the  neighbouring  princes 
who  lived  on  the  fea-coaft  of  Malabar,  Mr. 
James  Huftart,  chief  counfellor  of  the  Indies,, 
pitched  upon  Mr.  Nieuhoff  to  tranfact  that 
important  bufinefs  -,  and  being  furnifhed  with 
credentials,  and  all  neceffary  inftruftions,  he, 
on  the  twenty-firlt  of  Janaury  1664,  kc  out 
for  the  city  of  Calcolang,  attended  by  an 
interpreter,  a  ferjeant,  and  feveral  foldiers. 

As  foon  as  he  arrived  at  that  city,  notice 
being  given  of  it  to  the  King,  he  and  an  under 
factor  of  the  Eaft  India  company,  vvhofe  name 
was  Willing,  were  introduced  to  his  majeftv, 
and  met  with  a  reception  agreeable  to  their 
wifhes 


reception    . 
The  king  had  the  character  of  an  honeft 
and  fincere  man  ;  which  appeared   in  his  coun- 
tenance, and  was  proved  by  his  actions. 

The  chief  affairs  of  the  kingdom  were  tran- 
fafted  by  one  of  the  king's  rafidoors,  a  principal 
favourite,  who,  lik'e  moft  other  minifters  of  ftate, 
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never  forgot  his  private  advantage  while  con- 
cerned for  the  welfare  of  the  public,  and  on  the 
whole  was  rather  fwayed  by  the  former. 

Mr.  Nieuhoff  went  from  this  place  to  vifit  the 
king  of  Porka,  whom  he  followed  to  his  coun- 
try feat,  about  ten  leagues  up  the  country,  which 
was  fituated  on  a  low  flat  grouhd,  having  a  num- 
ber of  dykes  cut  through  it,  like  the  province  of 
Holland  ;  the  land  on  each  fide  bearing  crops  of 
rice,  or  being  ornamented  with  ftately  trees,  and 
as  there  are  no  high  roads,  mod  people  travel  by 
water.  When  Mr.  Nieuhoff  arrived  there  the 
king  was  rebuilding  Ids  palace,  which  was  an 
old-fafhioned  fquare  lLructure,  wherein  was  a 
great  number  of  apartments  fome  of  which  were 
ornamented  with  good  carved  work,  and  the 
windows  were  formed  of  twilled  canes,  or  tran- 
sparent fhells  of  mother  of  pearl.  Ih  this  palace 
were  fome  very  fine  bathing  rooms,  which  were 
to  be  alccnded  by  broad  ftone  fteps. 

Alter  Mr.  Nieuhoff  had  delivered  his  creden- 
tials, the  king,  who  fpoke  good  Portuguefe,  dif- 
COUiifed  with  him  in  private,  and  granted  all  his 
demands  in  behalf  of  the  company,  in  eonfidera- 
tion  of  a  ftipulated  ftim  of  money  to  be  paid  at 
a  certain  time. 

His  majefty  was  a  well  made  man,  about  thir- 
ty years  of  age,  and  had  a  good  fhare  of  fenfe. 
He  was  mailer  of  above  five  hundred  fmall  craft, 
in  which  his  chief  ftrength  confided.  He  was 
an  abfolute  prince,  independent  of  any  other 
power  ;  and  lb  feverely  juft,  that  none  of  his 
fubjects  dared  be  guilty  of  the  rrioft  trifling  theft 
whatibever. 

Formerly  the  kings  of  Pofka  were  idolaters, 
who  worfhipped  at  leafl  nine  hundred  idols  :  at 
length,  however,  Chriflianity  was  introduced 
there,  and  toward  the  clofe  of  the  fixtecftth  cen- 
tury it  prevailed  pretty  much. 

Mr.  Nieuhoff  having  fettled  the  ccrripany's 
affairs  on  a  good  footing,  and  fecured  their  trade 
by  concluding  treaties  with  feveral  of  the  princes 
upon  the  coaft  of  Malabar,  fet  out  frefn  Cou- 
lang,  where  he  had  chiefly  refided  for  above  two 
years,  for  Toutekorin,  to  fupply  the  place  of 
the  company's  principal  director  there,  who  was 
ordered  to  Perfia  on  bufinefs  of  great  impor- 
tance. 

He  embarked  for  Toutekorin  en  the  twelfth 
of  March,  where  he  arrived  on  the  eighteenth, 
and  after  remaining  there  about  fix  months,  was 
remanded  back  to  Coulang,  to  take  upon  him 
again  the  government  of  the  company's  trade  in 
that  city. 

Toutekorin  is,'  properly  fpeaking,  no  better 
than  the  chief  village,  there  being  fix  others  on 
the  coaft  of  Madura.  It  is  a  fine  lea  port,  fitu- 
ated on  a  level,  and  adorned  with  fome  good 
ftone  buildings,  amons;  which  are  three  catholic 
churches,  a  convent  of  Francifcans,  and  a  pro- 
ttflant  chapel. 

The  inhabitants  are  rather  heathens  than 
Chriftians,  though  they  feem  very  attentive  to 
the  performance  of  divine  fervice  •,  of  which, 
however,  they  underftand  but  little.  They  are 
a  llout,  black  people,  cunning,  deceitful  and 
amorous  :  they  pay  little  regard  to  their  wives, 
and  ufually  keep  feveral  miftrefl'es.  They  get 
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their  living  by  pearl-fifhing,  weaving  and  paint- 
ing of  callicoes  •,  they  feed  on  meat  and  rice, 
and  drink  nothing  but  water. 

Thefe  feven  villages  have  captains  or  gover- 
nors, who  are  chofeh  annually,*  and  fwear  fide- 
lity to  the  Dutch  Kail  India  company.  They 
are  chiefly  under  the  jurifdiction  of  the  nayk  or 
prince  of  Madura,  whole  country  is  about  thirty 
leagues  broad  and  feventy-five  long  :  the  fea- 
coaft  is  full  of  pearl,  but  the  land  has  no  kind 
of  verdure  except  houfeleek  and  thiftles  5  nor 
will  even  the  cocoa  flourifh  in  this  foil,  though  it 
fprings  up  almoft  any  where  elfe. 

The  pearl  fifhery  lies  between  the  ifiand  of 
Ceylon  and  the  coaft  of  Madura.  Some  of  the 
banks  on  which  the  oyfters  are  laid,  are  fix  or 
feven  fathoms  under  water,  and  twice  that  dif- 
tance  from  the  fhore.  The  pearl-banks  are  ra- 
ther rocks  of  white  coral  :  when  the  oyfters  come 
to  be  fix  years  old  they  vomit  out  their  pearls, 
which  are  confequently  loft.  The  belt  time  to 
fifli  for  them  is  in  Oclober,  the  weather   being- 
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then  calm,  and  pretty  quiet. 

The  divers  wear  a  thin  waiilcoat,  have  gloves 
on  their  hands,  and  nets  tied  about  their  necks, 
into  which  they  put  the  oyfters  they  pick  up 
from  the  rocks.  To  each  of  the  divers  is  ap- 
pended a  ftone  of  about  fifty  pounds  weight,  by 
which  they  are  funk  more  fwiftly  to  the  bottom  ; 
and  as  foon  as  they  give  the  fignal  of  their  having 
touched  the  ground  this  ftone  is  drawn  up  :  they 
immediately  go  to  work  as  faft  as  they  poflibly 
can,  fcraping  the  fhells  from  the  rocks,  and  fill- 
ing their  nets.  "When  they  find  they  cannot  ftay 
any  longer  under  water,  they  pull  the  rope  which 
ties  them,  (one  end  of  which  is  held  by  a  perfori 
in  the  boat)  and  are  inftantly  drawn  up.  Thefe 
boats,  which  are  called  toniis,  together  with 
their  crews  and  divers,  are  hired  at  fo  much  a 

da>r-  j  .      .  .   '         . 

All  the  oyfters  which  are  brought  on  fhore  are 

laid  in  a  heap  till  the  time  of  fifhing  is  over,  and 
then  they  are  opened  in  a  wooden  houfe  erected 
for  that  purpole,  before  a  factor  belonging  to 
the  company,  and  one.  of  the  nayk's  agents.  It 
frequently  happens,  that  the  bad  fmell,  arifing 
from  their  having  been  kept  too  long,  caufes  an 
infectious  diftemper.  In  fome  friklls  are  found 
fix  or  feven  pearls,  nay  even  eight,  while  in 
others  there  are  none.  Before  they  are  fold  they 
are  rubbed  with  powdered  rice  and  fait,  by, 
which  they  are  brightened. 

Mr.  Nieuhoff,  in  his  journey  to 
croffed  the  Balligate,  which  is  a  dreadful  ridge 
of  mountains  above  a  hundred  Jeagues  in  length  ; 
the  furface  of  the  earth  being  of  a  bright  red, 
caufes,  by  reflection,  on  a  iuii-fhiny  day,  a  moft 
dreadful  appearance  in  the  fky. 

There  being;  no  inns  between  Toutekorin  and 
Coulang,  for  the  refrefhment  of  travellers,  Mr. 
Nieuhoff  was  attended  by  feveral  flaves  who  car- 
ried provifions,  and  a  guard  of  foldiers  ;  and  to 
thefe  foldiers  he  was  indebted  for  protection  a- 
gainft  a  party  of  Malabar  robbers,  who,  but  for 
this  defence,  would  certainly  have  ftripped  him 
and  his  people  •,  for  they  had  the  hardinefs  to 
feize  two  of  his  followers,  who  were  laden 
with  Perfian  wines  :   but  a  file  of  mufqueteers 
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preparing  to  difcharge  upon  them,  they  inftant- 
ly  fled. 

On  the  twenty-fifth  of  May,  Mr.  Nieuhoff 
arrived  at  Coulang,  and  immediately  began  to 
fortify  and  repair  the  city  ;  but  having  feme 
diiputes  with  Mr.  Goens,  who  prefided  in  the 
room  of  Jacob  Huftart,  then  at  Batavia,  he 
was  ordered  to  the  city  of  Columbo  in  the  ifle 
of  Ceylon  $  where  he  remained  about  a  year, 
and  then  went  to  Batavia  on  the  twentieth  of 
Auguft  1667,  where  he  ftaid  three  years  without 
having  any  connection  with  the  company's 
affairs. 

On  the  feventeenth  of  December,  1670,  Mr. 
Nieuhoff  let  fail  for  Holland  in  an  Eaft  India 
{hip,  which  on  the  ninth  of  July  following,  came 
to  an  anchor  in  the  Texel. 

In  a  few  days  afterwards,  Mr.  Nieuhoff"  went 
to  Amfterdam,  where  he  was  introduced  to 
count  Maurice  of  Nafifau,  who  was  greatly  pleafed 
with  the  observations  he  had  made  in  his  feveral 
voyages  and  travels;  nor  were  the  Eaft  India  com- 
pany leis  fatisfied  with  his  conduct  ;  and  in 
token  of  their  approbation,  they  a  third  time 
appointed  him  one  of  their  factors  to  the  Eaft 
Indies  ;  m  which  ftation,  going  on  fhore  on  the 
coaft  of  Madagalcar,  and  carrying  fome  goods 
to  trade,  he  never  was  heard  of  afterwards,  and 
it  was  concluded  that  he  was  murdered  by  the 
natives. 

We  will  now  give  Mr.  Nieuhoff's  account  of 
the  ifland  of  Java  in  general,  and  the  city  of 
Batavia  in  particular ;  and  this  we  the  rather  do, 
as  his  remarks  not  only  abound  with  particulars 
proper  to  entertain  and  inftrudr.  the  reader,  but 
are  allowed  to  be,  on  the  whole,  the  moft  exacl 
defcription  of  that  ifland  that  has  been  everpub- 
lifhed. 

The  ifland  of  Java  lies  fix  degrees  to  the 
fouthward  of  the  equinoclial  line.  It  is  divided 
from  Sumatra  by  the  ftreights  of  Sunda,  the  dif- 
tance  between  them  not  being  more  than  five 
leagues. 

Small  veffels  may  pafs  conveniently  between 
it  and  the  ifland  of  Borneo,  which  lies  to  the 
north.  It  is  feperated  on  the  eaft  from  the  leller 
Java,  otherwife  called  Baty,  by  the  channel  of 
Balambuam  ;  l>n  the  fouth  it  is  walked  by  the 
main  ocean.  It  is  fuppofed  to  be  near  one  hun- 
dred and  forty  leagues  long,  but  its  breadth  is 
various.  On  the  north  coaft  of  Java  are  feve- 
ral good  harbours,  commodious  creeks  and 
flourifhing  towns  ;  and  near  the  fhore  are  fome 
fmall  iflands. 

Formerly  this  ifland  was  divided  into  feveral 
petty  kingdoms,  but  at  prefent  they  are  all 
united  under  the  jurifdicfion  of  the  king  of  Ban- 
tam, who  governs  the  weftern  part  of  the  ifland, 
and  the  emperor  of  Mataranv  who  is  in  pofl'cf- 
fion  of  the  eaftern,  and  by  far  the  better  part  of 
great  Java,  of  which  the  Dutch  ftill  ftile  him 
emperor. 

Near  the  fea- coaft  the  ifland  is  fertile,  but  hi- 
therto the  Europeans  have  made  no  great  pro- 
grefs  in  the  country,  the  ingrefs  whereof  is 
hindered  by  impaffible  forefts,  and  ftupend- 
ous  mountains  that  lofe  their  heads  in  the 
clouds.. 


The  ifland  abounds  in  oxen,  hogs,  {keep, 
fifti,  fowl,  rice  and  fait;  The  woods  are  infeit- 
ed  with  rhinocerofes,  tygers,  and  various  other 
forts  of  wild  beafts.  Few  climates  are  more 
temperate  and  wholfome  •,  for  befides  the  com- 
mon land  and  lea  breezes,  the  eaft  and  weft 
winds  blow  all  the  year  along  the  fea-ihore.  All 
the  vegetable  productions  natural  to  the  foil  of 
Malabar  are  found  here. 

In  the  month  of  December  the  coaft  is  very 
dangerous,  on  account  of  the  violence  of  the 
wefterly  winds.  In  February  the  weather  is 
changeable,  with  cafual  ftorms  of  thunder  and 
lightning.  In  March  they  begin  to  low  ;  their 
fugar  and  rice  ripens  in  July,  and  October  fur- 
nifhes  them  with  plenty  of  fruit,  and  all  things 
neceffary  for  the  iupport  and  conveniency  of 
life. 

The  iky  is  generally  fcrene  from  May  to  No- 
vember, when  it  begins  to  be  overcaft,  and  fome- 
times  rains  fo  violently  for  three  or  four  days 
together,  that  all  the  low  countries  are  laid  un- 
der water  ;  but  this  inundation  is  very  fervicea- 
ble  in  carrying  eff  numberlefs  broccis  of  infects, 
which  would  otherwife  deftroy  the  fruit. 

The  natives  of  Java  are  a  cheating,  lying, 
proud  and  barbarous  people  •,  they  are  of  a 
brown  complexion,  and  have  flat  faces,  with 
little  eyes,  like  the  antient  Chinefe,  from  whom 
they  boaft  themfelves  defcended  ;  their  hair  is 
thin  and  black,  their  eye-brows  are  large,  and 
their  cheeks  broad  :  the  men  are  ftrong  limbed 
and  robuft,  wearing  a  piece  of  calico  wrapped 
feveral  times  round  their  bodies.  The  women 
arc  generally  fmall,  and  wear  the  fame  kind  of 
garment,  reaching  f.om  their  arm-pits  to  their 
knees,  all  below  which  is  bare. 

For  ne;  r  two  centuries  paft  the  religion  of  the 
Javanefe  who  live  near  the  fea-iide,  has  been 
Mahometanifm  :  the  reft  of  the  natives  are  Pa- 
gans, and  they  are  all  indulged  in  the  liberty  of 
having  two  or  three  wives,  befides  as  many  con-, 
cubines  as  they  can  maintain. 

Formerly  Batavia  was  no  more  than  an  open 
village,  inhabited  by  Pagans,  and  furrounded 
by  a  palifado  of  bamboes  ;  but  fince  the  Dutch 
have  eftablilhed  a  iettlement  there,  it  is  laid  to 
be  one  of  the  fineft  cities  in  the  Eaft  Indies.  The 
Javanefe  and  Chinefe  call  it  Kalakka,  from  a 
fort  of  cocoa  fruit  which  abounds  in  its  neigh- 
bourhood. It  lies  in  five  degrees  fifty  minutes 
fouth  latitude,  being  bounded  to  the  northward 
by  woods  and  mountains,  and  having  a  fenny 
foil  to  the  fouth  ward  :  it  is  watered  by  a  beau- 
tiful river  that  takes  its  rife  in  a  neighbouring 
mountain,  and  after  wandering  through  a  thou- 
fand  little  meanders,  collects  itfelf  into  a  body 
before  the  city  of  Batavia,  where  it  dil'charges  it- 
felf into  the  lea. 

The  city  of  Batavia  is  of  a  quadrangular  fi- 
gure, fortified  with  a  Itonewall,  having  twenty 
baftions,  and  four  great  gates,  two  of  which  are 
exceedingly  magnificent. 

The  bay  in  which  it  is  fituated  has  ieventeen 
or  eighteen  iflands  in  and  about  it,  whereby  the 
violence  of  the  waves  and  winds  is  checkeel  and 
broken ;  fo  that  the  harbour,  which  will  con- 
tain above  a  thouiand  vclTels,  is  one  of  the  fafeft 
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in  the  world,  and  feveral  barks  may  lie  clofe  un- 
der die  banks  of  the  river,  in  a  muddy  bottom, 
without  anchors  :  it  is  flaut  up  every  night  at 
nine  o'clock  by  a  chain,  through  which  no  fhip 
is  permitted  to  pafs  without  paying  a  certain 
cuftom. 

The  {beets  of  this  city  run  in  ftrait  lines,  and 
are  moft  of  them  thirty  feet  broad,  being  paved 
with  brick  near  the  houfes,  which  are  hamifome 
and  convenient,  each  having  a  good  garden  well 
laid  out,  and  flocked  with  plants,  fruits  and 
Howers. 

There  are  fifteen  ftreets  which  have  canals  of 
water  in  them  •,  and  over  one  of  the  canals, which 
is  edr^ed  and  lined  with  ftone,  are  four  or  five 
ftrong  bridges,  confifting  each  of  as  many 
arches}  every  one  of  which  is  twelve  feet  broad. 
There  is  fifty-fix  bridges  in  this  city,  befides 
many  draw-bridges  without  the  walls,  which  are 
made  of  wood. 

The  crofs-church,  which  was  built  in  1640, 
is  fuperior  to  any  other  in  Batavia  •,  its  fteeple 
is  beautifully  adorned  with  ironwork,  the  ftone 
edgings  in  its  front  are  very  finely  carved,  and 
its  top  ornamented  with  cherubims.  The  ftruc- 
ture  upon  the  whole  is  lightibme  and  airy,  and 
the  pulpit  and  feats  are  made  of  ebony,  with 
fine  ironwork  round  them. 

The  town  houfe,  which  ftands  in  the  center 
of  the  city,  is  built  of  brick  two  ftories  high  ; 
the  afcent  to  the  fecond  ftory  being  by  a  flight 
of  winding  ftone-ftairs. 

The  courts  of  juftice  meet  in  this  houfe,  as 
do  likewife  the  fenators,  the  directors  of  hofpi- 
tals,  and  other  public  buildings. 

Criminals  are  executed  on  a  fcaffold  erected 
before  it  for  that  purpofe.  The  officers  of  juf- 
tice and  the  prifon-keeper  lodge  within  the  in- 
ner court,  which  is  furrounded  with  a  high  wall 
and  a  double  row  of  pillars. 

The  hofpital  for  the  fick,  which  ftands  on  the 
banks  of  the  great  river,  contains  generally  two 
or  three  hundred  poor  patients,  who  are  pro- 
vided with  every  neceffary  in  a  plentiful  manner, 
at  the  expence  of  the  company. 

There  is  a  place  called  the  Spin-houfe,  erect- 
ed for  the  confinement  of  lewd  women,  where 
they  are  kept  continually  at  work,  and  if  they 
neglect  it  in  the  leaft,  they  are  punifhed  in  a  very 
levere  manner. 

On  the  brink  of  the  river  are  two  flaughter- 
houfes,  fupported  by  wooden  piles,  by  which 
means  the  offal  of  the  beafts  that  are  killed  is 
eafily  difpofed  of  in  the  river.  Here  they  kill 
twice  a  week,  and  every  butcher  has  a  particu- 
lar ftall,  in  which  he  kills  his  meat,  being  obli- 
ged to  pay  a  tenth  penny  of  excife  for  every 
beaft,  according  to  the  value  put  upon  it  by  the 
farmer.  When  Mr.  Nieuhoff  was  there,  beef 
and  pork  fold  at  four-pence  a  pound,  and  mut- 
ton much  dearer. 

Oppofite  to  the  town  houfe,  in  the  fame 
fquare,  is  a  building  divided  into  fhops,  which 
are  let  to  the  Chinefe,  at  the  rate  of  three  crowns 
a  month  for  each  fhop  ;  in  thefe  they  fell  fluffs 
and  calicoes,  and  all  forts  of  cloaths  ready 
made. 
The  Chinefe  hofpital  is  a  neat  brick  building, 


maintained  by  a  tax  upon  marriages,  burials* 
and  public  fhews,  together  with  the  voluntary 
contributions  of  Chinele  merchants.  In  this 
houfe  the  fick  and  fuperannuated  natives  of  Chi- 
na find  a  refuse. 

In  the  fame  ilreet  is  a  foundling  hofpital,  and 
a  little  farther  off  a  building  in  which  all  the  ar- 
tizans  in  the  company's  fervice  are  lodged,  and 
in  which  Mr.  Nieuhoff  took  up  his  refider.ee  for 
fome  time. 

The  nfb-market  of  Batavia  Hands  on  the  weft 
fide  of  the  river,  an  i  is  fupported  by  ftrong 
wooden  piles,  and  covered  with  pantile?.  A- 
bout  the  middle  of  it  is  the  dwelling  place  of  a, 
certain  officer,  who  flops  all  fifhing-boats,  and 
obliges  them  immediately  to  fell  their  cargo  by 
public  auction  to  the  higheft  bidder.  The  pur- 
chaiers  are  Chinefe  who  pay  the  officer  two-pence 
in  the  crown  for  every  bargain,  and  they  have 
their  different  flails  at  the  rate  of  two  rials  a 
month.  This  market  is  kept  open  from  ten  in 
the  morning  till  four  in  the  afternoon. 

From  four  in  the  morning  till  late  at  night, 
there  is  fcarcely  any  palling  for  the  croud  thro* 
the  fruit-market,  which  is  fupplied  with  all  forts 
of  herbs,  fruits,  &c.  by  the  Chinefe  and  Ne- 
groes, who  are  obliged  to  pay  an  excife  of  the 
hundredth  penny. 

There  is  a  Latin  and  Greek  fchool,  which  is 
a  plain  handfome  building,  befides  which  there 
are  many  private  academies  for  the  inftrudtion 
of  youth  ;  and  in  the  year  1667,  aprinting-houfe 
was  eftablifhed,  which  has  met  with  good  en- 


couragement. 


In  the  caftle  are  apartments  for  all  the  mem- 
bers of  the  council  of  the  Indies,  as  well  as  for 
moft  of  the  company's  fervants  ;  fuch  as  the  ge- 
neral book-keeper,  the  fecretary  of  the  great 
council,  &c.  but  the  palace  of  the  governor, 
which  is  within  the  walls  of  the  caftle,  is  exv 
tremely  magnificent. 

This  edifice,  which  is  built  of  brick,  is  much 
higher  than  any  other  building;  in  the  city  ;  and 
an  iron  ftiip,  curioufly  wrought,  which  crowns 
the  turret  inftead  of  a  weather-cock,  may  be 
feen  a  great  way  at  fea.  The  great  hall  is  adorn- 
ed with  bright  polifhed  armour,  befides  enfigns, 
flags  and  other  fpoils,  which  the  Dutch,  in  fe- 
veral engagements,  have  taken  from  their  ene- 
mies. In  this  place  the  governor  hears  and  re- 
drefl.es  complaints,  and  commonly  attends  at 
prayers,  which  are  faid  every  evening. 

The  inhabitants  of  Batavia  are  a  compound  of  - 
divers  nations,  among  whom  the  Dutch  are  the 
richeft  and  moft  powerful.     Next  to  thefe   are 
the  Chinefe  who  are  perhaps  the  moft  ingenious 
cheats  in  the   world.     They  farm   exciies    and 
cuftoms,  and  have  a  finger   in  every  thing  by 
which  money  is  to  be  obtained.     They  live  un- 
der a  governor  of  their  own,  and  drefs  in  a  fillc 
or  calico  coat,  with  wide  fleeves,  as  they  do  in 
China,  having  their   hair  long  and  neatly  twill- 
ed :  for  here  they  pay  no    regard   to   the   Tar- 
tarian  edifrs,  which   in   China  oblige    the   na- 
tives   to   cut  oft  all   their   hair,  excepting  one 
lock. 

The  Malayans  are  next  to  the  Chinefe   both 
in  riches  and  trade,  and  they  alio  have  a  gover- 
nor 
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nor  of  their  own  :  their  houfes  are  planted  round 
with  cocoa-trees,  and  covered  with  leaves.  They 
are  continually  chewing  betel,  or  fucking  to- 
bacco, through  lacquered  fugar  canes,  and  their 
drefs  confifts  of  light  filks  and  callicoes. 

Moft  of  the  pedlars  are  Moors,  who  have  lit- 
tle flails  in  the  neighbouring  market-towns,  and 
fell  coral  and  glafs-beads  about  the  ftreets.  Some 
of  them  have  fmali  vcffels  in  the  river,  where- 
in they  import  free-ftone  from,  the  adjacent 
iflands. 

The  natives  of  Amboyna  are  a  daring,  ill- 
looking,  quarrelfome  people  :  they  have  long 
black  hair,  and  are  armed  with  fcymitars  and 
fhiclds  of  an  oval  figure  :  they  are  moft  of  them 
carpenters,  and  are  efteemed  very  ingenious. 

The  Javanefe  fupport  themfelves  by  hufban- 
dry,  planting  of  rice,  building  of  boats  and  fiih- 
ing  :  their  boats  are  extremely  fwift,  and  for 
their  expedition  are  called  fiying-boats  :  thefe 
people  build  their  houfes  of  bamboe-cane. 

1  he  country  may  be  laid  under  water  by 
fluices  upon  any  occafion  ;  and  its  fertility  is 
apparent  from  the  flourifhing  ftate  of  its  gardens 
and  orchards,  as  well  as  the  rice  and  fugar- 
ficids. 

Large  fcorpions,  of  a  quarter  of  a  yard  long, 
are  frequently  feen  at  Batavia  ;  but  thole  of 
lefTer  fize  are  fo  frequent,  that  a  perfon  can 
fcarely  move  a  ftool,  bench,  cheft,  looking- 
glafs,  or  picture,  without  being  in  danger  of 
being  ftung  by  them,  unlefs  great  care  is  taken 
to  avoid  them.  The  fmall  ones  are  about  a  fin- 
ger's length,  compoied  of  many  joints  of  the 
thicknefs  of  a  goofequill  :  they  are  yellow  with 
brown  ftreaks  :  they  have  two  claws  with  two 
fharp  pincers  before  :  the  tail  is  long,  and  lies 
turned  upon  the  back,  at  the  end  of  which  is  the 
fling,  wherewith  they  poifon  fuch  as  they  touch. 
They  have  eight  long  legs,  not  unlike  thofe  of  a 
cray-fiih. 

The  fling  of  a  fcorpion  is  accounted  mortal, 
unlefs  prevented  in  a  little  time  ;  though  fome 
are  of  opinion  that  the  fcorpions  in  the  Indies 
are  not  fo  venemous  as  thole  of  Italy  and  Spain. 


A  fcorpion  bruifed  to  death,  01  ftifled  in  oii^ 
and  applied  to  the  wound,  draws  out  the  poifon. 
They  fay  that  a  radiih  fiiced,  and  laid  upon  a 
fcorpion,  kills  him  in  a  minute.  They  have 
likewife  another  ltory,  viz.  that  the  fcorpion  is 
fometimes  fo  peftered  with  pifmires,  that  he 
flings  himfelf  to  death  in  the  head  with  his  tail, 
and  fo  becomes  a  prey  to  the  pifmires. 

About  Batavia  are  found  a  kind  of  locufts  of 
a  finger's  length,  but  no  thicker  than  a  goofe- 
quill, diftinguifhed  by  divers  joints.  They 
walk  upon  fix  feet,  and  have  two  fmall  horns. 
The  locufts  here  are  however  of  divers  kinds  -,  fome 
are  yellow  on  the  belly,  with  brown  wings,  and 
two  horns  on  the  head.  They  can  leap  a  greaE 
way,  and  fly  together  in  large  numbers.  There 
is  another  fort  of  the  fame  fhape,  but  green,  and 
of  a  finger's  length.  Thefe  come  fometimes  in 
fuch  prodigious  fwarms,  that  they  darken  the 
Iky  as  they  pafs,  and  devour  all  in  thofe  parts 
where  they  fettle,  fo  that  the  inhabitants  are 
fometimes  obliged  to  change  their  habitations 
for  want  of  fuftenance. 

The  blifter-drawers  are  fo  called,  becaufe  when 
they  fting  they  raiie  biifters.  They  are  of  divers 
forts,  varying  both  in  colour  and  fize,  but  com- 
monly of  the  length  and  breadth  of  a  finger. 
They  have  very  large  eyes,  and  delight  in  mar- 
fhy  places.  They  are  moft  frequent  at  Batavia 
in  October  and  November. 

There  are  many  forts  of  fpiders  in  the  Indies,, 
and  of  very  different  fizes  :  fome  are  above  four 
inches  long,  and  have  very  thick  legs  ;  others 
have  eight  feet,  a  thick  fpeckled  body,  and  a 
round  head,  with  brown  eyes :  they  have  two 
teeth  bent  like  hooks,  with  which  they  bite 
fiercely.  Mr.  Nieuhoff  faw  toothpicks  that 
were  made  of  their  teeth. 

The  Gardens  about  Batavia  are  extremely 
peftered  with  caterpillars  about  five  inches  long, 
with  long  brown  horns  Handing  upright  on  their 
heads.  The  head  and  whole  body  is  yellowifh, 
but  the  wings  inclining  to  a  green,  fpotted  with 
yellow.  They  feed  upon  herbs  and  leaves  like 
the  locufts. 


MM 

as 


A 


[    4"     ] 


V       o 


A        G 


E 


T    O 


THE 


NORTH 


of 


E     U     R     O     P     Ej 


Containing  ah  Account  of  the  SEA  COASTS  ahd  MINES  of 

Norway,Lapland,Siberia,Borandia,Iceland,Zem6la 

and  other  Countries. 

Extracted  from  the  Obfervations  of  a  Gentleman,  employed  bv  the  North 
Sea  Company  of  Copenhagen,  to  make  Difcoveries. 


CHAPTER     I. 

Our  Author  embarkr  at  Copenhagen,  and  arrives  on  the  coajl  of  Norhvay  \  Jets  forward  on  an 
inland  excurf  on  ;  account  of  the  peafants  of  Norway ;  our  Author  goes  on  an  elk  chace  ;  the 

/hip  Jets  Jail  for  Berghen  ;  particulars  relating  to  Berghen  ;  our  Author  Jets  out  Jot  the 
copper  and  fiver  mines  j  he  defends  into  a  mine,  which  is  defcribed  ;  the  regulations  and 
fajlimes  of  the  miners  ;  he  continues  his  voyage  northward  ;  the  Jhip's  crew  pur chafe  a  wind 
of  a  conjurer ;  the  Jhip  arrives  on  the  coajl  ofJVardhuys,  and  puts  into  Varanger  to  refit  ) 

jfome  account  of  the  Laplanders  ;  our  author  and  fame  of  the  Jhip's  crewfet  out  on  a  journey 
into  the  heart  of  the  country. 


THE  following  account  was  written  by  a 
French  gentleman  who  happened  to  be 
at  Copenhagen  when  one  of  the  north- 
ern fleets  was  outvward-bound  •,  and  being  in- 
formed that  the  king  had  commanded  thofe  con- 
cerned in  this  enterprize,  to  make  all  poflible 
difcoveries  in  the  countries  at  which  they  fhould 
arrive,  he  procured  himfelf  to  be  recommended 
to  go  lurgeon  of  one  of  the  fhips. 

Having  premifed  thefe  particulars,  we  fhall 
give  a  concife,  but  faithful  tranflation  of  our 
author's  account,  and  fhall  purfue  it  in  the  fame 
natural  order  in  which  he  has  delivered  it. 

We  embarked  (fays  our  author)  in  the  begin- 
ning of  Apil  1653,  and  fet  fail  from  Copenhagen 
in  Company  with  two  other  fhips.  We  foon 
arrived  at  Kat-gat,  a  flreight  which  divides  the 
German  from  the  Baltic  Sea  :  it  is  a  dangerous 
pafTage,  full  of  rocks,  extending  about  forty 
leagues,  from  Elfinore  to  Schagerhort. 

N?  XXXVI.  5  O 


When  we  arrived  abreaft  of  Mailftrand  a  fmall 
fea-port  town,  thirty  leagues  from  Copenhagen, 
the  wind  drove  us  back  ten  leagues,  and  forced 
us  into  a  creek  called  Schalot,  where  we  caft  an- 
chor, and  rode  in  fafety  under  the  caftle,  which 
looked  rather  like  a  heap  of  ruins  than  an  inhabit- 
ed place,  and  is  only  famous  for  its  promontory, 
which  is  well  known  to  all  the  mariners  who  ufe 
the  baltic. 

We  remained  here  three  days,  when  the  wind 
fhifting  to  the  eaftward,  we  proceeded  on  our 
voyage,  and  after  a  few  days  failing,  had  fight 
of  Chriftianfand  in  Norway,  a  promontory  that 
takes  its  name  from  a  fmall  village  at  die  foot 
of  it,  where  there  is  a  fafe  harbour.  The  next 
day  we  proceeded  to  Chriiliana,  or  Obflo,  the 
capital  city  of  one  of  the  five  governments  of 
that  kingdom. 

As  foon  as  we  got  into  port,  we  went  afhofe, 
to  deliver  our  letters  to  the  company's  agents, 
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who  received  us  in  a  very  friendly  manner  •,  and 
one  of  them,  a  merchant,  to  whom  I  was  in  fome 
meafure  known,  behaved  to  me  with  the  utmoft 
civility,  for  he  not  only  fatisiied  my  curiofity, 
by  fhewing  me  every  thing  that  was  worth  no- 
tice, but  ordered  one  of  his  fervants,  who  fpoke 
tolerable  French,  to  attend  me  in  a  little  excur- 
fiun  into  the  country. 

We  took  horfe  early  in  the  morning,  and  rode 
to  a  large  village,  named  Wifby,  fituated  be- 
tween two  hills,  about  nine  miles  from  Chriftiana, 
the  houfes  of  which  were  built  of  wood,  artd  co- 
vered with  turf  :  they  were  very  low,  without 
either  iron  work  or  window,  except  a  kind  of 
lattice  on  the  top,  to  admit  the  light.  It  is 
here  proper  to  obferve,  to  prevent  the  two  places 
from  being  confounded,  that  the  capital  of  Goth- 
land, where  the  famous  marine  laws  were  made, 
bears  the  fame  name. 

The  peafants  of  Norway,  who  are  (laves  to 
the  nobility,  are  moll  of  them  fifhermen,  and 
remarkable  for  their  fimplicity  and  hoipitality. 
The  women,  who  are  very  h'andfome,  though 
red-haired,  are  fond  of  ftrangers  ;  they  look  af- 
ter the  cattle,  of  which  there  is  great  plenty  ; 
they  are  likewife  excellent  houfe-wives,  and  in 
general  make  their  own  family  cloth. 

Norway  is  a  mountainous  country,  producing 
-good  pafiurage  and  excellent  wood,  but  very 
little  grain  :  however  the  inhabitants  are  plenti- 
fully fupplied  from  other  parts.  The  country 
affords  good  game,  as  elks,  roe-bucks,  flags, 
boars,  hares,  rabbits,  otters,  linxes,  and  wild 
cats  of  various  colours  j  as  alfo  great  plenty  of 
wild  fowl. 

When  we  were  returning  towards  Chriftiana, 
we  met  one  of  the  neighbouring  gentlemen,  fol- 
lowed by  two  fervants  and  a  pack  of  dogs,  cro- 
ing  upon  an  elk  chace.  The  gentleman  know- 
ing the  man  that  was  with  me,  invited  us  to 
partake  of  his  diverfion.  After  riding  with*  him 
about  a  mile  we  met  his  huntfman,  together  with 
more  of  his  fervants,  and  ten  or  twelve  peafants, 
who  led  us  three  miles  farther  to  a  wood  full  of 
buflies,  at  the  entrance  of  which  we  difmounted, 
and  gave  our  horfes  to  one  of  his  domeflics. 

Preparations  had  been  made  for  the  chace  the 
day  before  by  the  gentleman's  vaffals  ;  in  confe- 
quence  of  which  we  had  fcarce  gone  forty  yards 
before  we  perceived  an  elk,  who  had  not  ad- 
vanced far  when  he  dropped  down  dead,  beino- 
,  ieized,  as  they  told  me,  with  the  falling  fick- 
.  nefs,  from  whence  they  derive  the  name  of  elk, 
which  fignifies  a  miierable  creature  ;  and  it  feems 
that  they  often  fall  in  this  manner  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  chace. 

Had  not  this  accident  happened,  I  believe  we 
fhould  have  found  it  hard  to  have  run  him 
down  •,  for  we  were  above  two  hours  in  purfuit 
of  the  next,  which  I  do  not  believe  we  mould 
ever  have  catched,  had  he  not  alio  dropped 
down  dead  ;  however,  he  killed  two  of  the  bell 
dogs  with  his  fore-feet,  and  the  gentleman  being 
extremely  forry  for  their  lofs,  would  hunt  no 
more  ;  but  fe'nt  for  a  cart  to  carry  the  game, 
and  infilled  on  our  going  with  him  to  his  caftle, 
where  he  treated  us  in  a  plentiful  and  agreeable 
manner. ' 


The  elk  is  a  big  as  a  large  horfe,  and  his  body 
like  that  of  a  flag,  but  longer  and  larger  •,  his 
legs  are  alfo  long,  his  feet  broad  and  cloven,  hi3 
antlers  large,  hairy,  and  broad  like  a  fallow 
deer's,  but  he  is  not  fo  well  furnifhed  with  horns 


as  a  flag. 


At  my  departure  my  hofl  made  me  a  prefent 
of  the  two  left  (hanks  of  the  elks,  affuring  me 
that  they  were  art  excellent  cure  for  the  falling 
ficknefs  :  to  which  I  replied  by  my  interpreter, 
that  I  wondered,  fince  the  leg  of  an  elk  had  fuch 
virtue  in  it,  v/hy  the  animal  did  not  cure  him- 
felf.  The  gentleman,  reflecting  on  what  I  had 
laid,  laughed  out  aloud,  and  told  me  I  was  in 
the  right,  for  he  had  given  it  to  feveral  perfons 
afflicled  with  the  fame  difeafe,  but  it  had  never 
produced  a  cure  ;  upon  which  he  had  long  fuf- 
pected  that  the  pretended  virtue  of  the  leg  or 
foot  of  this  animal  was  a  vulgar  millake.  He 
then  gave  me  many  inflances  of  the  ill  effects  pro- 
duced on  human  bodies  by  eating  the  fleih  of 
elks. 

The  gentleman  having  obliged  us  to  fpend  the 
night  at  his  caftle,  we  took  our  leave  of  him  the 
next  morning  after  breakfaft,  and  returned  to 
Chriftiana,  where  we  flaid  four  or  five  days,  and 
then  failed  for  Eerghen  ;  but  being  becalmed  iri 
our  paffage  for  five  days,  we  employed  ourfelves 
in  catching  fifhT  and  took  fo  large,  a  quantity, 
that  we  lived  chiefly  on  that  food  for  a  long 
time  afterward?. 

Berghen,  the  capital  of  the  province  of  the 
fame  name  in  Norway,  has  one  of  the  fined 
ports  in  Europe.  It  is  a  large  trading  town  full 
of  merchants,  and  was  formerly  an  archbifhop- 
rick  ;  but  it  has  not  been  acknowledged  fuch 
fince  the  reformation,  which  prevails  here  as 
well  as  in  the  king  of  Denmark's  other  domini- 
ons. The  archbilhop's  palace  was  given  to  the 
Hans  towns  for  the  refidence  of  their  ancient 
merchants,  fo  long  as  they  continue  fingle  :  but 
if  they  marry  they  are  obliged  to  remove.  The 
merchants  are  called  Monks,  though  they  do 
not  wear  a  cowl,  nor  obferve  the  rules  of  any 
order ;  and  the  warehoufes  bear  the  name  of 
cloifters.  The  chief  branch  of  trade  carried  on 
at  Berghen  is  in  "herring,  cod,  and  flock-fifh  •,  for 
which  there  is  a  great  demand  in.  Mufcovy,  Po- 
land, Sweden,  Denmark,  Germany,  and  other 
parts  of  Europe. 

When  we  had  difcharged  the  Cargo  we  had 
to  deliver  at  Berghen,  we  fet  fail  for  Drontheim, 
half  our  lading,  confiding  chiefly  of  bread  and 
beer,  being  configned  to  the  'furveyor  of  the 
copper  and  filver  mines,  for  the  ufeof  the  miners 
and  other  workmen  :  but  being  again  becalmed 
for  feveral  days,  we  caught  a  great  quantity  of 
klip-fifh,  a  great  part  of  which  we  failed  and 
barrelled.  They  are  a  fpecies  of  cod,  and  ob- 
tain the  name  of  kiip-fifh  frorfi  their  never  leav- 
ing the  rocks,  klippe,  in  the  German  tongue, 
fignifyinga  ro#;. 

When  we  arrived  at  Drontheim,  we  applied 
to  the  furveyor  to  unlade  our  fhips  as  fall  as 
poflible,  that  we  might  proceed  on  our  voyage  ; 
but  he  told  us  he  could  not  begin,  till  the  officer, 
who  was  to  receive  the  provifions,  came  back 
from  the  'mines,-  and  offered  to  fend  a  melfenger 
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M  horfeback  for  him,  whom  I  obtained  permif- 
iion  to  accompany. 

Early  the  next  morning  the  furveyor's  man 
and  I  began  our  journey  :  but  the  roads  were  fo 
rugged,  that  we  could  reach  only  eighteen  miles 
from  Drontheim  ;  for  the  night  came  on,  and 
we  had  a  long  wood  to  pafs  through,  in  which 
were  lynxes,  boars  and  wolves,  in  great  numbers, 
that  rendered  it  dangerous  to  travel  in  the 
dark. 

We  came  to  our  journey's  end  the  next  night, 
and  lodged  at  the  forges,  where,  according  to 
the  cuftom  of  the  country,  we  were  entertained 
by  the  people  who  have  the  care  of  the  mines, 
with  tobacco,  beer,  and  brandy  ;  and  our  hoft 
was  fo  very  hofpitable  that  there  was  no  poffibi- 
lity  of  going  to  bed  fober.  I  here  became  ac- 
quainted with  one  of  the  officers  of  the  mines 
who  fpoke  French,  and  on  my  expreffing  a  de- 
fire  to  go  down  into  them,  he  promiied  to  gra- 
tify my  curiofity. 

Having  breakfafted  with  the  perfonwho  fpoke 
French,  and  the  mafter-miner,  they  went  with 
rne  fifty  or  fixty  paces  from  the  forges,  which 
are  upon  a  high  mountain,  to  the  mouth  of  one 
of  the  mines,  over  which  was  eredted  a  machine 
not  unlike  a  crane,  turned  by  two  great  wheels, 
each  guided  by  a  man,  by  which  means  the  ore 
is  drawn  up  ■,  and  the  mafter-miner  and  I,  being 
fixed  in  a  wooden  bucket,  to  which  our  hands 
were  bound  with  iron  gantlets,  were  let  down 
fifty  fathom  deep. 

Never  was  there  feen  a  more  horrid  profpeel, 
nor  a  truer  picture  of  the  infernal  regions  :  the 
flames  of  fire  that  blazed  every  where  around, 
the  rugged  caverns,  and  the  fight  of  creatures 
that  had  a  nearer  refemblance  to  fiends  than  to 
men,  all  confpired  to  fill  the  foul  with  terror. 
The  miners  were  dreffed  in  black  leather  coats 
of  mail,  and  mufflers  of  the  fame  faftened  round 
their  heads,  juft  under  their  eyes,  reaching  down 
to  the  breaft  :  they  had  alio  leathern  aprons. 

Thefe  miners  have  different  employments  ; 
for  while  fome  divide  the  ore  from  the  mafs, 
others  fearch  for  new  veins  of  metal,  and  others 
try  to  difcover  caverns  filled  with  water,  which 
often  unexpectedly  burft  forth,  and  drown  thofe 
in  the  mines :  however,  if  thefe  are  found  the 
mifchief  is  fometimes  prevented. 

The  mafter-miner,  who  defcended  with  me, 
imagining  I  was  near  being  feized  with  a  cold 
fit,  which  is  common  in  thefe  places,  rang  a  bell, 
which  being  a  fignal  for  thofe  above  to  draw  us 
up,  we  foon  afcended  with  the  fame  eafe  with 
which  we  had  gone  down.  Never  was  frefh  air 
more  welcome  to  me,  than  after  having  breath- 
ed the  unwholfome  damps  of  this  cavern. 

We  now  went  to  the  houfe  of  the  officer  who 
fpoke  French,  who  entertained  us  in  a  very  hof- 
pitable manner.  After  dinner  he  ordered  horfes 
to  be  got  ready  to  take  us  to  the  filver  mines. 
Having  introduced  me  to  the  furveyor,  we  were 
each  of  us  prefented  with  a  large  glafs  of  brandy, 
and  then  treated  with  beer  and  tobacco  :  when 
we  were  thus  refrefhed,  the  furveyor  conducted 
us  to  the  forges,  which  were  about  a  mile  from 
his  houfe,  and  we  foon  after  reached  the  mouth 
of  a  mine,  down  "which  we  went  in  the  fame 


manner  we  had  done  at  the  copper  mine. 

The  miners  never  work  in  winter,  and  in  the 
fpring  and  autumn  they  only  labour  three  hours 
before,  and  three  hours  after  dinner  ;  but  in 
fumrner  they  work  four  hours  in  the  morning 
and  five  in  the  afternoon. 

The  reft  of  their  time  they  fpend  in  mirth  and 
feafting  ;  they  delight  much  in  dancing,  and 
have  violins,  hautboys,  and  other  mufical  in- 
ftruments  to  enliven  their  fpirits.  This  merry 
life  they  are  well  able  to  fupport,  being  paid  a 
crown  a  day  all  the  year  round.  I  had  an 
opportunity  of  feeing  them  engaged  in  their 
paftimes,  the  fimplicity  of  which  gave  me  much 
pleafure.  Thefe  mines  turn  to  a  good  account, 
i:nd  are  not  the  leaft  part  of  his  Daniih  majefty's 
revenue. 

Having  feen  every  thing  worth  notice  at  the 
mines,  we  went  home  with  the  furveyor,  who 
treated  us  with  the  ufual  collation  of  brandy, 
beer,  and  tobacco :  we  afterward  partook  of  a 
plentiful  flipper,  and  when  we  had  refrefhed  our- 
felves,  went  to  bed.  In  the  morning,  the  mafter 
miner  and  I  having  thanked  our  hoft  for  his  kind 
entertainment,  went  back  to  the  copper  mines, 
where  having  taken  leave  of  the  officer  who 
fpoke  French,  we  let  out  for  Drontheim. 

As  night  came  on  before  we  had  gone  eight 
miles  on  our  way,  we  were  obliged  to  take  up 
our  quarters  in  the  next  village,  at  the  houfe  of 
a  peafant,  who  thinking  himfelf  greatly  honour- 
ed by  having  fuch  guefts,  did  all  in  his  power 
to  oblige  us.  He  firft  treated  us  with  beer  and 
tobacco,  and  a  kind  of  brandy  diftilled  from 
malt  •,  and  having  lately  killed  a  hare  and  a 
couple  of  pheafants,  he  dreffed  them  for  our 
fupper. 

When  we  had  done  fupper  we  again  fwal- 
lowed  large  quantities  of  brandy  and  beer,  and 
were  inveloped  in  clouds  of  tobacco.  At  length 
the  mafter-miner  was  made  dead  drunk,  at 
which  the  peafant  exprcfied  the  utmoft  fatisfac- 
tion,  and  took  large  draughts  to  put  himfelf  into 
the  fame  condition  :  nor  was  I  much  better  •,  it 
is  the  cuftom  of  the  country  among  all  ranks  of 
people,  and  not  to  be  avoided :  they  have  no 
notion  of  there  being  any  pleafure  in  fociety  that 
does  not  end  in  drunkennefs.  When  we  had 
drank  our  fill,  we  betook  ourfelves  to  reft  en 
clean  ftraw  which  had  been  fpread  on  the  floor 
for  that  purpofe. 

As  I  was  firft  awake  in  the.  morning,  I,  by 
figns,  made  the  peafant's  fon  ur.derftand  that  I 
wanted  the  horfes  to  be  got  ready,  being  deter- 
mined to  reach  Drontheim  that  night,  if  poilible. 

When  I  faw  they  were  fadd led,  I  routed  my 
companion  and  his  hoft,  and  having  again  eaten 
and  drank  more  than  in  prudence  we  ought,  wc 
took  our  leave  of  the  hofpitable  peafant,  and  be- 
fore night  arrived  at  Drontheim. 

The  (hip  having  cleared  out,  and  taken  in  her 
ftock  of  provifions  and  other  neceftaries  •,  in  two 
days  after  my  return,  we  kt  (ail  with  a  fair  wind 
to  purfue  our  voyage  to  the  northward. 

After  a  few  cays  we  were  becalmed  under  the 
arftic  circle,  and  fonae  of  our  crew  being  fo  fu- 
perftitious  as  to  imagine  that  the  inhabitants  of 
the  neighboring  coaft,  like  thofe  of  Finland, 
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could  rule  the  elements,  and  difpofe  of  the 
the  winds  at  their  pleafure,  our  captain  fent  his 
boat  afhore  with  the  mate,  to  purchafe  a  wind 
of  them  ;  and  though  I  believed  nothing  of  the 
matter,  I  had  the  curiofity  to  accompany  thofe 
employed  in  this  ridiculous  commiifion. 

We  landed  at  the  firft  village  we  faw,  and  as 
the  mate  could  fpeak  enough  of  the  language  of 
the  country  to  make  himielf  underftood^  he  loon 
found  out  the  chief  necromancer,  and  afked  if 
he  could  furnifh  us  with  a  wind  that  would  laft 
till  we  arrived  at  Mourmanfkeimore  ?  But  the 
necromancer  gravely  replied,  that  he  could  not ; 
for  that  his  power  extended  no  farther  than  the 
promontory  of  Rouxella.  The  mate  confider- 
ing,  that  if  we  reached  fo  far,  we  might  eafily 
make  the  north  cape,  defired  him  to  goon  board 
with  us,  and  bargain  with  the  captain.  The 
wizard  confenting,  took  three  of  his  com- 
rades with  him,  and  leaping  into  a  fmall  fifh- 
ing-boat,  went  aboard  our  fhip,  where  the 
captain  and  he  foon  agreed,  and  he  paid  ten 
kroners,  which  is  about  thirty-fix  fhilllings,  and 
a  pound  of  tobacco. 

When  the  bargain  was  concluded  and  the 
money  paid,  the  conjurer  tied  a  woollen  rag, 
about  half  a  yard  long,  and  a  nail  broad,  to 
the  fore-maft.  This  rag,  in  which  three  knots 
were  tied,  was  all  the  captain  had  for  his 
money ;  and  the  necromancer  and  his  com- 
panions immediately  returned  on  fhore. 

Not  long  after  he  was  gone,  the  captain, 
agreeable  to  the  inftruclions  he  had  received, 
untied  the  firft  knot  in  the  rag,  and  foon  after- 
wards a  brifk  gale  fprung  up  from  the  South- 
weft,  which  drove  us  thirty  leagues  beyond 
Malftrom,  a  whirlpool  in  the  Norwegian  fea, 
that  has  proved  fatal  to  many  vefiels.  For 
this  reafon  thofe  pilots  that  are  acquainted  with 
thofe  coafts  keep  eight  or  ten  leagues  out  to 
fea,  to  avoid  that  and  feveral  other  eddies,  as 
•  well  as  the  rocks  that  lie  ofFOftraford. 

The  wind  now  beginning  to  veer  a  little  to 
the  northward,  the  captain  untied  the  fecond 
knot,  on  which  the  wind  fettled  as  before,  and 
continued  till  we  reached  Rouxella.  When  we 
had  parTed  that  promontory,  the  needle  of  our 
compafs  turned  back  half  an  inch,  from  which 
fome  imagined  that  there  was  a  loadftone  in  the 
mountain.  However,  if  we  had  not  had  an 
experienced  pilot,  we  fhould  certainly  have 
loft  our  courfe.  He  Ihut  up  the  compafs,  and 
difplayed  a  flag  on  the  fore-top-maft  head,  as 
a  fignal  for  fome  other  fhips  that  were  in  com- 
pany to  follow  our  way. 

We  were  two  days  and  nights  in  this  fitu- 
ation,  having  nothing  to  depend  upon  but  the 
pilots  experience  ;  but  on  the  third  day,  when 
we  were  at  a  considerable  diftance  from  the 
mountains  of  Rouxella,  the  needle  again  point- 
ed to  the  north,  from  whence  we  concluded 
that  we  drew  near  the  North  Cape. 

The  wind  failing  us  about  this  time, 
our  captain  untied  the  third  knot,  and  there 
fprung  up  a  fmart  breeze  at  north-eaft,  which 
foon  increafed  to  a  moft  dreadful  tempeft.  We 
were  now  obliged  to  take  in  all  our  fails  and  drive 
before  the  wind  under  our  bare  poles,  expecting 


every  minute  to  go  to  the  bottom  ;  and  dread- 
ing left  this  Ihould  be  a  judgment  inflicted  on 
us  for  our  infernal  commerce.  At  length  we 
(truck  upon  a  rock  when  we  leaft  imagined  we 
were  near  any  :  as  foon  as  we  felt  the  (hock  we 
gave  ourfelves  up  for  loft,  and  every  man  be- 
took himielf  to  his  devotions ;  but  by  great  good 
providence  there  came  a  high  rowlingiea,  which 
carried  us  clear  over  the  rock,  though  not  with- 
out fome  damage  to  the  vefiel. 

On  the  fourth  day  the  ftorm  ceafed,  when  we 
were  under  great  concern  at  having  loft  fight  of 
the  other  vefiels,  which  we  had  great  reafon  to 
fear  were  loft  :  but  having  a  fair  gale,  we  conti- 
nued our  courfe,  being  refolved  to  make  the  firft 
port  in  order  to  refit. 

With  refpect  to  the  fale  of  winds  for  which 
thefe  northern  people  are  fo  famous,  it  may  be 
proper  to  obierve,  that  like  all  other  kinds  of 
witch-craft  and  necromancy,  it  has  its  founda- 
tion in  fraud  and  impofture.  Thofe  who  deal 
in  it  ftudy  the  weather  with  the  utmoft  care,  and 
from  conflant  obfervation  are  able  to  forefee  the 
variation  of  the  winds  for  feveral  days  to  come, 
and  they  take  care  to  ftart  fo  many  difficulties  in 
making  their  bargains,  that  they  are  fure  never 
to  come  to  a  conclufion,  till  they  perceive  the 
fign  of  the  approach  of  the  wind  that  is  wanted  ; 
and  when  our  fttppofed  conjurer  affirmed  that 
his  power  reached  no  farther  than  Rouxella,  it 
ought  to  be  underftood  that  he  well  knew,  by 
experience,  that  cape  to  be  the  limit  of  his  ob- 
servations, and  that  he  ihould  rifk  his  credit,  if 
he  prefumed  to  exceed  his"  bounds. 

This  account  we  have  received  from  fome  in- 
telligent ptrfons  who  lived  fome  time  in  Iceland, 
where  they  are  famous  for  this  kind  of  traffic, 
and  difpofeof  windswithlefs  limitation  than  elfe- 
where,  becaufe  living  upon  an  iiland,  they  are 
more  able  to  judge  of  the  variation  of  the  winds 
in  all  the  leas  round  about  them. 

This  kind  of  knowledge  is  confined  among 
a  very  few  people,  who  pretend  to  difpofe  of  the 
wind  as  their  own  proper  merchandize,  whereby 
they  keep  their  neighbours  in  Subjection,  and 
put  foreigners  under  tribute  •,  nor  are  thefe  Strange 
and  ridiculous  notions  to  be  wondered' at  in  a 
country  where  religion  is  at  a  very  low  ebb,  and 
learning  has  made  but  fmall  advances  towards 
the  improvement  of  the  mind. 

The  coafts  of  the  fea  all  over  the  north  are  fo 
full  of  rocks,  that  the  ports  and  creeks  are  almoft 
inacceflible,  and  we  were  obliged  to  fail  two 
days  longer  before  we  could  make  a  proper  port: 
however,  we  at  length  reached  the  coaft  of 
Wardhuys,  the  chief  town  of  Danifh  Lapland, 
where  there  is  a  garrifon  of  two  companies  of 
foldiers  belonging  to  the  king  of  Denmark,  and 
a  collector  of  the  duties  impofed  on  foreigners 
trading  to  or  from  Archangel. 

The  collector  judging  us  to  be  Danes  by  our 
colours,  and  our  faluting  the  caftle,  fuffered  us 
to  fail  on  to  Varanger,  without  Searching  us. 
The  country  all  about  feemed  very  wild,  and  no 
perfon  on  board  had  the  leaft  knowledge  of  it  : 
the  captain,  impatient  to  find  a  place  where  we 
might  refit,  and  defirous  of  obtaining  fome  in- 
formation relative  to  trade,  ordered  out  the  long- 
boat 
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boat,  and  taking  with  him  eight  men  well  armed, 
rowed  toward  the  town,  where  he  arrived  in  a- 
bout  half  an  hour. 

He  found  the  port  very  convenient,  and  the 
place  populous,  but  fo  little  frequented,  that 
the  inhabitants  feemed  amazed  at  feeing  him,  but 
readily  offered  to  affift  in  refitting  the  fhip,  tho' 
they  gave  him  fmall  encouragement  reflecting 
trade. 

On  the  next  day  we  entered  the  port,  and  un- 
laded our  cargo,  which  confifted  of  bales  of 
cloth  and  rolls  of  tobacco,  with  which  we  de- 
figned  to  have  traded.  Thefe  goods  were  lock- 
ed up  in  a  warehoufe  near  the  fhore,  and  a  watch 
fet  to  guard  them.  To  fome  of  the  principal 
inhabitants  we  prefented  fmall  quantities  of  to- 
bacco, which  being  more  welcome  to  them  than 
gold,  it  fecured  their  friendfhip,  and  in  return 
they  entertained  us  with  dry  fifn  that  lerves  them 
inftead  of  bread-,  the  flefh  of  rein-deer,  which  I 
did  not  think  very  palatable,  together  with  fome 
bear's  flefh,  and  that  of  other  wild  beafts,  of 
which  we  had  no  knowledge  :  they  alio  treated 
us  with  frefh  fifh,  boiled  without  fait,  and  fcrv- 
ed  up  either  with  the  oil  of  other  fifh,  or  a  four 
liquor  that  is  highly  efteemed  by  them. 

Their  dainties  not  fuiting  our  tafte,  we  fent 
for  provifions  from  the  fhip,  the  chief  of  which 
was  fait  beef  and  bifcuits ;  over  which,  and  a 
tann  of  liquor,  we  made  ourfelves  very  merry  -, 
but  when  we  offered  fome  of  our  food  to  the 
Laplanders,  we  found  that  it  was  as  difagree- 
abie  to  them,  as  theirs  was  to  vis. 

The  four  liquor  which  I  have  juft  mentioned, 
is  made  by  throwing  into  water  a  quantity  of 
Juniper-berries,  and  a  grain  like  lentdes,  which 
is  very  common  in  Lapland.  From  this  grain 
they  alfo  diftil  a  fort  of  brandy  that  intoxicates 
as  foon  as  ours.  They  accepted  and  drank  free- 
ly of  our  beer  and  brandy,  though  they  prefer- 
red their  common  liquor  to  either. 

The  religion  of  Lapland  is  Lutheranifm  ;  but 
they  are  very  ignorant,  and  lb  fuperftitious  that 
if  in  the  morning  they  meet  a  beaft  in  their  way 
whofe  appearance  is  efteemed  ominous,  they 
return  home  and  neglect  all  bufinefs  for  that 
day ;  and  when  they  go  a  fi filing,  if  they  take 
but  one  fifh  at  the  firit  draught,  they  think  it  an 
.ill  omen,  pack  up  their  nets,  and  leave  work  for 
that  time. 

Both  the  mert  and  Women  are  low  in  ftature, 
but  ftrong  and  active  :  their  faces  are  broad,  and 
their  nofes  flat.  Their  eyes  are  fmall  like  a  hog's, 
and  their  eye-lids  make  them  look  as  if  they 
were  blear-eyed.  Their  complexions  in  general 
are  fwarthy,  and  they  are  of  a  rude,  uncivilized, 
and  lafcivious  difpofition  -,  efpecially  the  women, 
who  readily  proftitute  themlelves  to  all  comers, 
provided  they  can  do  it  without  their  hufband's 
knowledge. 

The  men's  coats,  which  reach  but  little  below 
their  hips,  are  made  of  the  fkin  of  the  rein-deer, 
with  the  hair  turned  outwards,  as  are  likewife 
their  hats,  {lockings  and  breeches  :  their  hats, 
or  rather  bonnets,  are  edged  with  a  ftrip  of  either 
grey  or  white  fox  fkin.  The  women  wear  on 
their  heads  a  coif,  not  unlike  thofe  worn  in  Nor- 
way, made  of  coarfe  canvas,  and  their  hair  is 
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twifted  up  in  two  rolls,  which  hang  down,  ore 
on  each  fhoulder.  Some  of  them  wear  a  kind  of 
ruff  of  the  breadth  of  eight  fingers,  which  they 
tie  behind.  Their  cloaths  and  ftockings  are  ei- 
ther coarfe  cloth  or  rein-deer's  lkin,  with  the 
hair  turned  outward,  and  their  fhoes  are  of  fifh 
fkin  with  the  fcales  on,  and  fomewhat  refera- 
ble the  wooden  flioei  worn  by  the  peafants  in 
France. 

Their  houfes  refemble  thofe  of  the  peafants 
about  Chriftiana.  They  have  no  light  but  what 
enters  by  a  hole  at  the  top  of  the  liut,  and  do 
not  make  ufe  of  beds  any  more  than  the  other 
Laplanders.  The  whole  family,  matters,  mif- 
treiTes,  children,  and  men  and  maid  fervants, 
lie  down  promifcuoully  in  the  middle  of  the 
apartment,  upon  bear-fkins,  which,  when  they 
rife  in  the  morning,  are  taken  up  and  laid  by, 
till  they  are  wanted  again  at  night. 

Every  family  has  a  large  black  cat  which  is 
highly  efteemed,  which  the  mafter  of  the  family 
will  talk  to  by  the  hour  as  if  it  was  a  reafonable 
creature,  and  which  follows  the  people,  in  all 
parties  of  fifhing  or  hunting,  like  a  dog. 

When  we  had  unladed  the  fhip,  we  hauled 
her  afhore;  and  found  the  inhabitants  ready  to 
give  us  all  the  afiiftance  in  their  power  -,  for  the 
vefTel  being  much  damaged,  and  there  being  a 
neceffity  of  having  timber  to  refit  her,  they 
helped  us  to  fetch  what  we  wanted  from  a  neigh- 
bouring mountain. 

As  we  found  that  the  fhip  would  be  fome 
time  in  refitting,  the  fupercargo  propofed  to  two 
of  the  fhip's  company  and  myfelf,  to  make  a 
journey  into  the  country,  to  try  whether  any 
trade  could  be  carried  on  with  the  peafants  there  ; 
and  I  confefs  I  confented  to  this  propofal,  more 
with  the  view  of  gratifying  my  curiofity  than, 
with  that  of  improving  cf  commerce. 

Having  fupplied  ourfelves  with  fait  beef,  pork 
and  bifcuit  for  provifions,  and  with  cloth  and 
tobacco  to  trade,  we  let  out  on  our  journey  on 
the  twelfth  of  May,  attended  by  three  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Varanger,  whom  we  followed 
through  the  woods,  mountains  and  vallies,  with- 
out meeting  any  living  creature,  till  about  four 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  when  we  obferved  two 
white  bears  of  prodigious  fize  approach,  as  we 
thought,  to  devour  us  -,  but  our  guides  laughed 
at  our  fears,  and  afiured  us  that  if  we  kept  our 
arms  ready  for  defence  we  fhould  not  be  attack- 
ed ;  and  we  found  what  they  faid  to  be  true  v 
for  whether  the  bears  were  frightened  at  the  fire 
which  ftruck  from  our  flints,  or  from  what  caufe 
it  happened  I  cannot  fay,  but  we  had  no  fooner 
prepared  our  fuzees,  than  they  fled  with  the  ut- 
moft  precipitation. 

As  we  were  defcending  a  mountain,  about  an 
hour  before  night,  we  perceived  at  a  diftance  a 
herd  of  beafts,  not  unlike  ftags,  which  our 
guides  told  us  were  rein-deer.  Soon  after  this 
we  came  to  a  village,  whicli  confifted  of  about 
a  dozen  ftraggling  houfes,  at  one  of  which  we 
were  very  glad  to  repofe  ourfelves,  having  tra- 
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We  prefented  our  hoft  with  a  piece  of  roll  to- 
bacco, which  he  received  with  extraordinary  joy, 
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alluring  us  that  he  had  not  had  fo  valuable  a  pre- 
fent  in  nine  months  before  ;  and  in  return  he 
brought  out  his  brandy  bottle,  fome  dried  fifh, 
and  fome  rein-deer's  flefh  dreffed  without  faking, 
which  we  gave  to  our  guides,  and  flipped  our- 
felves  upon  the  provifions  we  had  brought  with 
us  ;  after  which  we  flept  upon  bears  (kins,  ac- 
cording to  the  cuftom  of  the  country. 

In  the  morning  we  afked  our  hoft  if  he  had 
any  thing  to  barter  with  us  for  cloth  and  tobac- 
co ?  To  which  he  anfwered  that  he  had  fome 
wolf,  fox  and  white  fquirrel  skins  •,  and  that  his 
neighbours  had  fome  of  the  fame  commodities, 
and  would  gladly  exchange  with  us.  We  then 
bid  him  bring  out  his  skins,  and  if  he  had  any 
cloaths  made  of  rein-deer  skins,  we  would  deal 
with  him  for  four  funs,  which  we  wanted  to  keep 
us  warm  :  accordingly  he  brought  forth  his  mer- 
chandize, which  we  bought,  and  paid  him  partly 
in  tobacco  and  partly  in  cloth. 

When  we  had  purchafed  all  he  had  to  fell. 
we  trucked  with  his  neighbours  as  long  as  the) 
had  any  thing  worth  buying,  and  then  defireci 
our  hoft  to  afift  us  with  fome  rein-deer  to  carry 
us  forward  on  our  journey,  to  which  he  readily 
confented,  and  taking  down  a  horn  that  hung  in 
his  cottage,  he  went  to  the  door  and  blew  it,  on 
which  fourteen  or  fifteen  of  thofe  animals  came 
running  toward  the  hut  •,  from  among  which  he 
chofe  out  fix,  which  he  immediately  yoked  to 
fix  fledges. 

We  put  our  merchandize  and  provifions  in 
one  of  the  fledges,  and  affigned  another  to  one 
of  our  guides,  who  underftood  the  languages  of 
the  different  Laplanders,  and  difmiifed  the  two 
other  guides,  having  firft  paid  them  in  tobacco 
for  their  trouble. 

We  then  put  on  our  Lapland  cloaths,  and 
each  of  us  lying  down  in  his  fledge,  was  cover- 
ed with  a  bear's  skin.  At  the  back  of  the  fledge 
were  two  girts  made  of  rein-deer's  skin  leather, 


in  which  we  thruft  our  arms  up  to  the  fhoulderS, 
to  keep  ourfelves  fleady,  and  we  had  each  a 
flick,  with  a  ftrong  ferrel  to  it,  to  fupport  the 
fledge  in  cafe  it  fhould  be  in  danger  of  overturn- 
ing againft  the  flumps  of  trees,  or  flones  lying 
in  the  way. 

When  we  were  ready  to  fet  out,  our  hoft 
muttered  fome  words  in  the  ears  of  our  cattle^ 
which  I  afterwards  learnt  from  Our  guide  were 
directions  whither  they  ihould  carry  us  ;  for  fo 
credulous  are  thefe  poor  wretches  as  to  think 
the  beafts  underlland  them.  However,  cuftom 
has  made  this  muttering  fo  familiar  to  them, 
that  when  our  hoft  had  gone  to  all  the  fix,  they 
fet  off  at  a  prodigious  rate,  going  over  hills  and 
dales,  without  keeping  any  beaten  path,  till  fe- 
ven  o'clock  in  the  evening,  when  they  brought 
us  to  a  village,  between  two  hills,  on  the  bor- 
ders of  a  great  lake. 

They  flopped  at  the  fourth  houfe  in  the  places 
and  beating  the  ground  with  their  feet,  the  maf- 
ter  of  the  houfe  and  fome  of  his  fervants  earner 
out  at  the  noife  ;  and  having  unharnelfed  our 
cattle,  and  taken  us  cut  of  the  fledges,  they 
gave  each  cf  us  a  brimmer  of  brandy,  poured 
from  a  juniper  can,  of  which  wood  all  their  vef- 
fels  are  made  :  this  it  feems  was  to  revive  our 
fpirits,  our  guide  having  informed  them  that  wa 
were  frightened  at  be'.ng  drawn  fo  fwiftly,< 
not  having  been  ufed  tD   that  kind  of    travel- 

ling- 

The  rein-deer  is  of  the  colour  of  the  flag,  and 

is  not  much  larger.  The  horns  of  this  animal 
are  fomewhat  higher  than  thofe  of  the  flag,  but 
more  crooked,  hairy,  and  not  fo  well  furnifhed 
with  bianches.  They  have  cloven  feet,  but 
they  are  as  large  as  thofr  of  oxen.  Of  the  milk 
of  the  females,  the  Laplanders  make  good  but- 
ter and  cheefe.  Thefe  animals  live  upon  mofs, 
which  grows  plentifully  almoft  all  over  the 
country. 


CHAP.       II. 

The  author  and  his  company  trade  for  fkins  with  fome  fuccefs  ;  the  ceremony  of  a  Lapland  fu- 
neral •,  they  have  ajlolen  interview  with  the  wife  of  a  Laplander  ;  a  general  character  of 
the  men  and  women  of  Lapland;  Jhort  account  of  their  bcajls  and  birds  ;  the  fjip  fails  from 
Var anger  %  gains  fight  of '  Spit  zber gen  ;  is  greatly  incommoded  by  the  ice>  but  at  length  gets 
clear;  they  put  into  port,  and  the  author  7nakes  another  journey  by  land  ;  reflriclions  on  the 
fale  of  fables  ;  danger  of  felling  them  to  any  but  the  Czar  ;  the  indujlry  of  the  inhabitants 
oj'Vitzora  ;  a  voyage  made  in  one  of  the  country  vejfels  to  Pezara,  where  the  author  and 
his  company  are  hofpitably  entertained,  and  then  fet  out  for  Siberia. 


WHEN  we  got  out  of  our  fledges,  our 
hoft  conducted  us  into  his  hut,  which 
like  the  reft  of  the  cottages  in  the  place, 
was  very  little,  low,  and  eovered  with  the  bark 
of  trees,  the  light  entering  into  it  at  a  hole  in 
the  top.  The  people  here  feemed  more  bar- 
barous than  thofe  we  had  laft  converfed  with : 
however  we  gave  our  hoft  a  piece  of  our  roll  to- 
bacco about  two  inches  long,  and  a  piece  not 
quite  fo  long  to  each  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 


place,  to  engage  their  friendfhip.  Their  lan- 
guage was  very  different  from  that  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Varanger,  from  v^hich  we  were  now  very 
diftant,  having  travelled  above  thirty  leagues 
this  day. 

After  fupper  we  lay  down  on  bear  fkins,  as 
ufual,  having  firft  exchanged  with  our  hoft  our 
Lapland  habits  for  thofe  that  were  longer  and 
more  commodious,  and  bartered  fome  tobacco 
for  the  fkins  of  an  hundred  grey  fquirrels,  a  furr 

much 
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much  efteemed  in  Denmark  and  other  parts  of 
Europe. 

The  next  day  the  people  provided  us  with  fix 
other  fledges,  and  having  treated  us  with  bran- 
dy, and  wifhed  us  a  good  journey  at  parting, 
our  hoft  performed  the  fame  ceremony  of  mut- 
tering in  the  ears  of  the  fix  rein-deer,  and  they 
then  let  off,  and  drew  us  with  the  fame  fwiftnefs 
as  before. 

Our  cattle  did  net  ftop  till  three  o'clock  in 
the  afternoon,  at  which  time  we  arrived  at  a  vil- 
lage of  eight  cottages,  pleaiantly  iituated  by 
the  fide  of  a  wood  on  the  top  of  a  hill.  Here 
we  faw  no  inhabitants,  the  reafon  of  which,  as 
our  guide  told  us,  was,  that  it  belonged  to  the 
Kilops,  one  of  the  wildeft  Lapland  nations,  the 
people  of  which  fly  from  ftrangers,  and  fubfift 
tntireiy  by  hunting. 

We  now  baited  our  deer  with  mofs,  which 
grew  here  in  great  plenty,  and  refrefhed  our- 
ielves  with  fait  beef  and  bifcuit,  and  a  dram  of 
the  brandy  with  which  the  people  of  the  laft  vil- 
lage had  furnifhed  us,  while  our  interpreter  dined 
upon  venifon  and  fifh.  After  flaying  about  an 
hour,  our  guide  endeavoured  to  make  the  deer 
go  forward  ;  but  he  had  great  difficulty  to  do 
it,  though  no  Laplander  whatever  knew  better 
how  to  manage  them. 

This  village  being  the  ufual  ftage  of  the  rein- 
deer, they  were  very  unwilling  to  quit  it  •,  our 
guide,  in  order  to  induce  them  to  move,  ufed 
many  ridiculous  and  fuperftitious  ceremonies  : 
he  went  alone  into  the  wood,  and  coming  out 
again,  muttered  fome  words  in  the  ears  of  thefe 
animals,  which,  whether  they  underftood  or  not, 
had  but  little  effect  on  them,  till  he  had  played 
the  farce  over  four  or  five  times,  when  they  be- 
gan to  proceed,  though  not  fo  fwiftly  as  be- 
fore. 

We  now  defcended  the  mountain,  and  at 
a  fmall  diftance  difcovered  four  Kilops,  return- 
ing from  hunting  in  fledges  drawn  by  rein-deer, 
but  they  turned  afide  to  avoid  meeting  us.  In 
lefs  than  half  an  hour  we  entered  a  long  wood,  in 
which  we  heard  terrible  howlings,  but  faw  no 
beaft  of  prey.  .  ,    , 

Having  pafled  the  wood,  we  had  another  hill 
to  defcend,  at  the  bottom  of  which  was  a  little 
village,  whither  our  cattle  conveyed  us*  and  flop- 
ping before  the  door  of  a  cottage,  gave  the 
ufual  fignal  with  their  feet,  at  which  the  mafter 
made  his  appearance,  whofe  freindfhip  we  lbl- 
licited  with  a  piece  of  tobacco,  and  he  made  us 
welcome  :  being  tired  with  our  journey,  we  had 
no  fooner  flipped  than  we  laid  down  to  reft  on 
our  bear-fkins  as  ufual. 

The  next  morning  our  guide  informed  us 
that  we  had  travelled  forty  leagues  the  preced- 
ing day  -,  but  I  imagine  he  muft  have  been  mif- 
taken,  or  elfe  the  leagues  are  not  fo  long  as  they 
are  generally  reckoned,  for  forty  Lapland 
leagues  are  equal  to  one  hundred  and  fixty  of 
thofe  of  France. 

Our  guide  likewife  informed  us  that  we  were 
now  in  Mufcovite  Lapland;  and  having  defired 
him  to  enquire  if  the  inhabitants  had  any  thing 
to  barter  for  cloth  and  tobacco,  they  produced 


white,  black  and  grey  fox  fkins,  grey  fqtiirrels 
and  fables,  for  which  we  foon  bargained,  and 
paid  them  chiefly  in  tobacco.  When  we  had 
finifhed  our  bufinefs  we  fat  down  to  drink  with 
them  ;  and  though  they  were  not  quite  fo  bru- 
tal as  fome  of  the  other  Laplanders,  their  con- 
verfation  was  extremely  rude  and  indecent. 

Our  hoft  here  furnifhed  us  with  as  many 
fledges  as  we  had  occafion  for,  and  we  departed 
about  one  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  went 
with  great  fpeed  through  different  and  unbeat- 
en waftes,  till  about  fix  in  the  evening,  when 
delcending  a  hill  we  obferved  two  huts  under  a 
rock  a  little  out  of  the  way.  Our  guide  inform- 
ed us  that  they  belonged  to  two  Kilops,  who  no 
fooner  faw  us,  than  they  fled  with  their  wives 
and  families. 

After  a  moft  fatiguing  journey,  we  arrived, 
about  eleven  o'clock  at  night,  at  a  large  village 
at  the  bottom  of  a  hill,  by  a  river  fide,  and  went 
to  a  cottage  in  the  middle  of  the  place,  whither 
our  cattle  thought  proper  to  conduct  us.  The 
mafter  of  the  houfe  received  us  with  great  civi- 
lity, made  a  fire  in  the  middle  of  the  hut  to 
warm  us,  and  treated  us  with  brandy,  dried  fifh, 
and  fait  venifon,  with  fait  butter  and  milk  : 
this  was  the  beft  fare  we  had  met  with  fince  our 
fetting  out,  and  we  fhould  have  flipped  moft 
fumptuoufly  had  we  had  any  bread  left,  but  our 
ftore  was  unhappily  confumed.  We  were  fur- 
prized  at  this  change,  not  having  before  met 
with  any  fait  provifiohs;  which,  however,  our 
guide  would  not  tafte,  but  ate  fome  frefh  veni- 
fon that  he  had  brought  with  him. 

In  the  morning  we  found  they  had  nothing  td 
trade  with,  and  that  they  could  not  fupply  us 
with  fledges  -,  upon  which  we  crofled  the  river, 
and  foon  reached  another  village,  and  hired  rein- 
deer and  fledges  to  carry  us  to  Kola,  where  we 
arrived  about  noon. 

Kola  is  a  little  city,  fituated  on  the  fide  of  a 
river,  near  ten  leagues  from  the  north  fea,  hav- 
ing large  forefts  and  deferts  to  the  eaft,  Mour- 
manskeimefe  to  the  weft,  and  very  high  moun- 
tains to  the  fouth.  It  confifts  of  one  indifferent 
ftreet,  the  houfes  of  which  are  built  of  wood^ 
and  very  low,  but  are  handibmly  roofed  with 
fifh-bones  ;  and  on  the  top  there  is  hole  left  to 
let  in  the  light,  as  in  other  parts  of  Lapland. 
The  inhabitants  of  this  place,  and  indeed  of 
Mufcovy  in  general,  are  fo  jealous  of  their  wives, 
that  they  lock  them  up  to  prevent  their  being 
feen  by  ftrangers. 

The  perfon  with  whom  we  lodged  at  Kola^ 
took  all  our  cloth  off  our  hands,  and  gave  us  in 
exchange  two  lynx  skins  finely  fpotted,  three 
dozen  of  white  fox  skins,  fome  ermines,  and 
half  a  dozen  of  wyetfras,  an  animal  not  unlike  a 
badger,  but  with  longer  and  rougher  hair,  of  a 
very  dark  red  colour,  and  a  tail  like  a  fox.  Our 
hoft  likewife  fupplied  us  with  fledges  to  the  fide 
of  the  river  we  had  fo  lately  pafled,  and  provi- 
fions  fufficient  to  laft  us  to  Varanger. 

The  next  morning,  when  we  were  preparing 
to  depart,  fome  of  the  towns  people  enquired 
whether  we  had  any  rolls  of  tobacco  left  ?  and 
being  anfwered  in  the  affirmative,  foon  fetched 

furrs 


428 


A    VOYAGE    TO    THE 


furrs  enough  to  purchafe  all  we  had,  except  fe- 
ven  or  eight  rolls,  which  we  referved  to  pay  our 
way  back  to  Varanger ;  for  tobacco  is  more  ne- 
ceflary  than  money  to  thofe  who  travel  in  this 
wild  and  unfrequented  country  ;  the  Laplanders 
preferring  a  bit  of  the  length  of  one's  ringer  to 
a  crown  piece. 

The  kings  of  Denmark  and  Sweden,  and  the 
Czar  of  Mui'covy,  have  taxed  it  feverely,  and 
there  are  collectors  fettled  in  every  frontier  town 
to  gather  the  imports  upon  it. 

When  we  had  difpatched  our  bufinefs,  we 
were  obliged,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  the 
place,  to  drink  with  our  chapmen.  They  all 
entertained  us  with  brandy,  and  kept  us  till  two 
in  the  afternoon,  when  our  hoft  provided  us 
with  rein-deer  and  fledges,  packed  up  our  furrs 
for  us,  and  furnifhed  us  with  bifcuit,  ginger- 
bread, and  faked  rein-deer  venifon,  befides  a 
fmall  rundlet  of  brandy.  "We  now  ftored  our 
merchandize  in  one  of  the  fledges,  got  into  the 
others  ourfelves,  and  having  drank  a  bumper  of 
brandy  with  our  chapmen  at  parting,  let  out  on 
our  return  for  the  village  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
river. 

We  arrived  at  the  firft  village  by  feven  o' 
clock,  foon  croffed  the  river,  and  went  dire&ly 
to  our  old  quarters,  where  our  landlord,  in  hopes 
of  getting  more  tobacco,  received  \:s  very  joy- 
fully. He  immediately  gave  us  a.  cup  of  bran- 
dy, and  if  we  had  chofen  it,  would  have  pro- 
vided us  fledges  to  go  forward  immediately  ■,  but 
we  chofe  to  reft  ourfelves  till  morning,  there  be- 
ing no  village  for  feveral  leagues  from  his  ha- 
bitation. Hereupon  he  gave  us  another  cup  of 
brandy,  and  afked  us  to  accompany  him  to  the 
funeral  of  one  of  his  neighbours,  who  had  been 
dead  about  four  hours. 

This  invitation  was  extremely  agreeable  to 
us,  as  we  had  heard  much  of  their  funeral  cere- 
monies ;  we  therefore  attended  him  to  the  houfe 
of  the  deceafed,  where  we  law  the  corpfe  re- 
moved by  fix  of  his  moft  intimate  friends,  from 
die  bear's-fkin  on  which  he  had  expired,  into  a 
wooden  coffin ;  the  body  being  firft  wrapped  in 
linen,  and  the  face  and  hands  only  left  bare.  In 
the  coffin  they  had  put  fome  brandy,  dried  fifh 
and  venifon,  to  fubfifthirn  on  his  journey  to  hea- 
ven :  in  one  hand  they  put  a  purfe  with  money 
in  it,  to  fee  the  porter  of  the  gate  of  paradife, 
and  in  the  other  a  certificate,  figned  by  a  parifh 
prieft,  and  directed  to  St.  Peter,  informing  him 
that  the  bearer  had  been  a  good  chrillian,  and 
ought  to  be  admitted  into  heaven  ;  and  at  the 
head  of  the  coffin  was  placed  an  image  dreffed 
like  a  pilgrim,  which  they  called  St.  Nicholas, 
who  was  one  of  the  icwn  deacons  mentioned  in 
the  a£ts  of  the  apoftles. 

This  St.  Nicholas  is  greatly  reverenced  in  all 
parts  of  Mulcovy,  where  he  is  fuppofed  to  be  a 
particular  friend  of  the  dead  •,  wherefore  his 
Image  is  always  fixed  near  a  corpfe,  inftead  of  a 
crucifix. 

They  fet  fire  to  fome  fir-tree  roots,  piled  up 
at  a  convenient  diftance  from  the  coffin,  wept, 
howled,  and  rnr.de  a  variety  of  ftrange  geftures, 
afTuming  -si  thoufand  different  attitudes  to  fhew 
the  extravagance  of  their  forrow. 


When  this  noife  and  thefe  gefticulatiohs  were 
over,  they  marched  ftveral  times  round  the 
corpfe  in  proceffion,  asking  the  decealed  why  he 
died  ?  Whether  he  was  angry  with  his  wife  ? 
Whether  he  flood  in  need  of  meat,  drink  or 
cloaths  ?  If  he  had  been  unfuccefsful  in  fifhing, 
or  loft  his  game  when  hunting  ?  After  asking 
thefe,  and  a  thoufand  other  queftions  equally  ri- 
diculous, they  renamed  their  howling,  and 
ftamped  with  all  the  figns  of  diffraction,  while  a 
prieft  who  attended,  frequently  fprinkkd  confc- 
crated  water  on  the  corpfe  and  the  mourners  al- 
ternately. 

Being  quite  wearied  v/ith  looking  on  thefe 
barbarous  rites,  we  left  our  landlord  behind  us; 
and  returned  to  hi3  cottage,  where  we  found  his 
wife.  She  had  made  a  fally  from  the  place  in 
which  her  hufband  had  confined  her  on  our  ar- 
rival, and  no  fooner  law  us,  than  fuppofing  he 
was  in  our  company,  would  have  retired  to  her 
corner ;  but  our  interpreter  acquainting  her  that 
her  hufband  was  at  the  funeral,  and  would  not 
return  for  fome  time,  lhe  came  very  willingly 
among  us,  examined  us  all  attentively  one  after 
another,  appearing  to  be  good  humourej,  and 
well  pleafed  with  us. 

When  fhe  had  fatisfied  her  curiofity  fhe  fa* 
down  with  us,  and  fhewed  us  a  bonnet  of  her 
own  embroidering,  very  curioufly  performed 
with  tinfel  thread.  After  having  tailed  our  pro- 
vifions,  but  particularly  the  gingerbread,  which 
fhe  feemed  fond  of,,  and  drank  two  or  three  glaf- 
fes  of  brandy,  fhe  withdrew  to  her  place  of  con- 
finement, for  fear  of  her  hufband's  return,  who 
would  certainly  have  refented  her  taking  filch  li- 
berty, had  he  catched  her  among  us. 

When  the  hufband  came  home,  he  infilled  on 
our  eating  and  drinking  with  him,  after  which 
we  fmoaked  a  pipe  -,  and  as  our  guide  would  not 
touch  any  thing  that  was  fait,  he  had  a  piece  of 
bear's  flefh,  which  he  broiled  on  the  coals. 

We  role  early  the  next  morning,  and  being 
furnifhed  with  convenient  fledges,  and  excellent 
rein-deer,  were  carried  at  the  rate  of  fix  leagues 
an  hour.  As  we  werepafling  between  two  hilh, 
we  faw  a  Laplander  going  a  hunting,  who  came 
up  to  us,  and  fkated  on  the  fnow  which  oitcft: 
lies  unmelted  till  Midfummer,  as  faft  as  we  rode 
in  our  fledges.  His  lkates,  which  were  made 
of  the  bark  of  a  tree,  were  feven  feet  and  a  half 
long,  four  fingers  broad,  and  fiat  at  the  bottom. 
His  drefs  v/as  deer-skin  embroidered  with  tinfek 
and  he  had  a  girdle  of  the  fame  fort  round  his 
waift,  a  large  quiver  at  Iris  back,  a  dart  in  one 
hand,  and  a  bow  in  the  other,  and  was  followed 
by  a  large  black  cat.  He  kept  company  with 
us  about  half  a  league,  and  we  parted  at  the  foot 
of  the  mountain. 

We  continued  our  rout  three  days,  flopping 
at  the  fame  places  where  we  lay  before,  and 
meeting  with  nothing  extraordinary.  Our  en- 
tertainment and  method  of  travelling  was  exactly 
the  fame  as  before,  and  on  the  twenty-firft  of 
May,  about  nine  o'clock  at  night,  we  arrived 
lately  at  Varanger,  having  met  with  no  accident 
in  the  courfe  of  our  journey,  and  having  been 
every  where  treated  with  the  utmoft  civility. 
From  the  obfervations  I  made  during  this  ex- 
pedition 
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pcdition,  I  may  venture  to  affirm  that  the  Lap- 
landers, however  ignorant  or  wretched,  are  re- 
markable for  their  honefty,  and  unacquainted 
with  theft  or  fraud. 

They  throw  the  dart  with  llich  dexterity,  that 
they  will  hit  a  mark  of  the  fize  of  a  crown  piece 
at  the  diftance  of  thirty  paces,  and  they  are  fo 
expert  in  the  ufe  of  the  bow  and  arrow,  that  they 
can  fhoot  a  bird  flying  in  whatever  part  they 
think  proper  :  yet  they  are  fo  averfe  to  war,  that 
if  the  king  of  Sweden  or  Denmark,  or  the  czar 
of  Mufcovy  wants  foldiers  from  among  them, 
they  leave  their  dwellings,  and  skulk  in  the 
woods,  to  avoid  being  forced  into  the  fervice. 
The  women  of  the  Mufcovite  Lapland,  who 
are  kept  under  greater  reftiiclions  than  thofe  of 
the  other  Laplands,  make  all  the  cloaths  of  their 
hufbands  and  families,  which  they  embroider 
round  the  edges  with  tinfel  thread  drawn  be- 
tween their  teeth  to  afurprizing  finenefs.  They 
are  handlome,  well  fhaped,  and  good  humour- 
ed, but  fo  extremely  lewd,  that  they  would  give 
themfelves  up  to  the  firft  comers,  if  thty  were 
not  narrowly  watched. 

The  Laplanders  have  plenty  of  fowl,  which 
they  feed 'with  the  grain  of  which  they  make 
their  drink,  and  when  that  is  fcarce,  give  them 
dried  fifh.  Moft  of  the  beafts  of  Lapland  are 
white,  as  hares,  wolves,  foxes,  &c.  but  what  is 
very  extraordinary,  their  crows  may  be  com- 
pared to  the  fwan  for  whitenefs,  having  nothing 
black  about  them  but  their  bills  and  feet. 

In  Lapland  is  a  bird  of  prey  of  a  deep  pearl 
colour,  as  large  as  an  eagle,  but  not  otherwile 
refembling  it  than  in  the  beak  and  claws  :  his 
head  is  like  that  of  a  cat,  and  his  eyes  are  red 
and  fparkling  :  he  devours  hares  and  other  fmall 
game.  They  have  likewife  a  fmall  cur,  which 
is  an  excellent  moufer,  and  feeds  on  his  prey  like 
a  cat  :  thefe  dogs,  tho'  very  ugly,  are  greatly 
efteemed  :  they  are  about  a  foot  long  and  four 
inches  high  :  their  ears  prick  up  like  thofe  of  a 
wolf,  and  their  heads  are  fhaped  like  a  rat's  : 
the  tail  curls,  and  the  hair,  which  is  a  light 
yellow,  is  very  rough,  and  generally  ftands  on 
end. 

The  fifh,  which  when  dried  the  Laplanders 
ufe  for  bread,  is  called  raff;  it  is  very  broad, 
and  two  or  three  yards  long  :  it  is  firm,  fub- 
ftantial,  and  excepting  the  fat,  has  a  very  good 
tafte.  They  have  plenty  of  other  forts  of  fifh, 
and  though  they  have  an  antipathy  to  fait,  yet 
they  boil  all  their  meat  in  fait  water,  if  they 
live  near  enough  to  the  fea  to  get  it  conve- 
niently. 

"Within  two  or  three  days  after  our  return  to 
Varanger,  the  captain  had  repaired  the  fhip,  and 
taken  in  his  lading  and  ballalt ;  and  in  the  mean 
time  our  crew  treated  the  inhabitants  with  bran- 
dy and  tobacco  to  keep  them  in  good  humour, 
for  fear,  left  if  they  were  not  bribed  to  be  our 
friends,  their  conjurations  fhould  influence  the 
winds  to  oppofe  us. 

On  the  twenty-fixth  of  May  we  fet  fail  from 
Varanger,  with  as  favourable  a  gale  as  we  could 
poflibly  defire,  which  the  failors  ignorantly  at- 
tributed to  the  friendfhip  of  the  Laplanders  ; 
but  the  breeze  fhifting  in  a  fhert  time  after,  we 
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were  obliged  to  caft  anchor  under  the  ifland  of 
Wardhuys.  The  next  day  the  wind  fettling,  we 
proceeded  again  to  fea,  fleering  a  north-eaft 
courfe,  with  our  fails  all  loofe,  and  in  three  days 
entered  a  latitude,  where  we  had  no  night,  the 
fun  being  never  below  the  horizon. 

On  the  thirty  -full  of  May,  when  we  were  iri 
fight  of  the  high-lands  of  Spitzbergen,  the  wind 
blew  fo  hard  from  the  north,  that  we  were  ob- 
liged to  ftand  in  for  the  fhore,  for  the  fake  of 
fhelter.  For  the  three  following  days  we  were  fo 
incommoded  with  ice,  which  ftruck  violently 
againft  the  fhip,  that  we  were  afraid  of  founder- 
ing :  this  induced  us  to  try  to  get  under  the  pro- 
tection of  a  promontory  to  the  eaft,  but  the 
wind  continuing  very  high  at  north,  we  fleered 
for  the  coaft  of  Borandia,  where  we  at  length 
caft  anchor  in  a  very  good  harbour. 

We  had  fcarcely  entered  the  harbour,  before 
we  efpied  two  fhips  that  were  at  anchor  about  a 
mufket-fhot  from  us,  which,  to  our  great  joy, 
we  found  to  be  the  two  veflels  from  which  we 
had  been  feperated  in  the  ftorm  that  drove  us 
into  Varancer. 

Though  we  wiftied  for  an  opportunity  of 
fending  our  long-bcat  to  learn  the  particulars  of 
their  efcape,  the  wind  blew  lb  hard  that  we  durft 
not  atten  pt  it  for  twenty -four  hours  afterwards. 
They  were  no  lefs  impatient  to  know  how  we 
efcaped,  and  as  foon  as  the  wind  Qackened,  a 
boat  came  off  from  each  of  them  on  board  us, 
when  we  embraced  each  other  with  extraordinary 
joy  and  affection,  as  people  who  had  found 
friends  whom  they  thought  were  buried  in  the 
deep. 

After  mutual  congratulations,  we  held  a  coun- 
cil, wherein  we  debated  on  the  manner  in  which 
we  were  to  proceed  upon  this  coaft  ;  and  at 
length  it  was  refolved  that  a  captain,  a  fuper- 
cargo,  two  accomptants  who  underftood  the 
northern  dialects,  and  myfelf,  with  twenty  fea- 
men  well  armed,  fhould  go  afhore,  and  take 
with  us  feveral  days  provifions,  and  ibme  goods 
for  traffic. 

Purfuant  to  this  refolution,  two  long-boats 
where  got  ready,  which  conveying  us  to  land, 
we  afcended  a  hill,  to  try  if  we  could  difcover 
any  habitation  ;  but  perceiving  none,  we  march- 
ed to  a  neighbouring  mountain,  where,  among 
fome  bullies  of  thorns  and  briers,  we  efpied  five 
or  fix  men,  who  fled  as  foon  as  they  law  us,  and 
were  quickly  out  of  fight.  However,  imagining 
that  their  track  would  lead  us  to  fome  village, 
we  followed  it,  and  in  about  two  hours,  as  we 
delcended  a  mountain,  we  faw  fome  cottages  at 
a  diftance,  and  near  them  thirty  or  forty  men, 
armed  with  bows  and  arrows,  and  fecmingly 
prepared  to  give  us  battle. 

As  we  approached  nearer  to  them,  their  ap- 
pearance intimidated  us,  and  knowing  that  no- 
thing was  to  be  obtained  by  an  engagement  with 
people  fo  wild  and  barbarous,  we  were  on  the 
point  of  retreating  to  our  fhips,  when  one  of  the 
accomptants  freely  offered  to  advance  fingly,  to 
let  them  know  that  we  were  friends  and  mer- 
chants, who  were  come  with  a  view  of  trading 
with  them. 

This  propofal  being  afftnted  to,  he  advanced 
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towards  them,  carrying  a  fmall  keg  of  brandy, 
and  two  rolls  of  tobacco.  "When  he  came 
within  hearing,  one  of  them,  who  appeared  to 
be  their  chief,  called  to  him  in  the  Mufcovite 
language,  afking  who  we  were,  and  what  we 
would  have  •,  and  on  being  anfwered  that  we 
were  merchants  come  to  trade  with  them,  and 
had  no  hoftile  defigns,  they  feemed  fatisfied, 
and  defired  him  to  come  nearer ;  on  which 
he  made  figns  to  us,  and  we  ibon  joined  com- 
panies, to  our  mutual  fatisfaction. 

Thefe  people  foon  took  off  all  the  brandy 
and  tobacco  we  had  brought  on  fhore  with  us, 
giving  us  furs  in  exchange  :  as  we  found  that 
they  had  a  large  quantity  remaining,  we  per- 
fuaded  them  to  bring  them  down  to  the  fhore, 
telling  them  that  on  board  the  (hips  we  had 
brandy  and  tobacco  in  plenty  to  exchange  with 
them. 

When  we  came  to  the  beach  we  made  a 
fignal  for  the  boats  to  be  fent  off  to  fetch  our 
chapmen  ■,  upon  which  each  fhip  fent  two ;  in 
one  of  which  went  the  fupercargo,  the  ac- 
comptant  who  had  treated  with  the  Borandians, 
and  myfelf,  together  with  feveral  of  the  natives, 
while  others  ftaid  on  the  fea-fhore.  On  our 
going  on  board,  the  captain  being  informed  of 
their  fondnefs  for  brandy  and  tobacco,  filled 
out  a  brimmer  for  each  of  them,  and  alio  made 
a  prefent  to  each  of  a  bit  or  roll  tobacco  of 
about  an  inch  long,  at  which  they  teftified  the 
higheft  fatisfaction. 

Having  purchafed  all  the  furrs  they  brought 
with  them,  we  enquired  if  there  was  any  con- 
veniency  for  travelling  in  order  to  trade  with 
the  inhabitants  •,  to  which  they  anfwered  in  the 
affirmative,  but  that  we  muft  expect  nothing 
but  furrs.  We  told  them  this  was  the  com- 
modity we  wanted,  and  they  aflured  us  that 
we  might  have  as  much  as  we  chofe  for 
brandy,  tobacco  and  money,  and  if  we  pleafed 
they  fhould  conduct  us  as  far  as  Siberia  ;  there 
being  rein-deer  and  fledges  in  which  two  peo- 
ple ufually  fat,  the  deer  being  flronger  than 
thofe  of  Lapland  :■  we  accordingly  agreed  with 
them  to  be  our  guides  thither  and  back  again, 
and  to  fnrnifh  us  with  what  conveniences  the 
country  afforded  in  our  journey,  for  two 
rolls  of  tobacco,  and  two  quarts  of  brandy. 

The  bargain  being  concluded,  the  captain 
gave  them  another  brimmer  of  brandy,  and 
fent  them  afhore  to  get  ready  for  the  journey. 
The  other  natives,  encouraged  by  the  report 
of  thefe,  came  down  in  great  numbers  to  the 
water  fide  daily,  and  after  fome  flight  hefita- 
tion,  made  no  fcruple  of  going  on  board  the 
fhips,  where  they  fold  their  goods,  and  were 
treated  with  brandy,  in  return  for  which  they 
invited  the  failors  to  their  cottages. 

The  Borandians  are  much  fhorter  than  the 
Laplanders,  their  eyes  are  fmall  like  ferrets, 
and  what  is  ufually  called  the  white  of  the  eye 
is  of  a  reddifh  yellow ;  their  heads  are  large, 
their  faces  broad,  their  nofes  flat,  and  their  com- 
plexions tawny.  The  women,  who  are  no 
handfomer  than  the  men,  drefs  in  the  fame 
manner,  and   fpend  their  time  in  hunting  and 


fifhing. 


Their   cloaths  are  a 


cap, 


jacket 


that  reaches  down  to  their  knees,  a  (trait  pair 
Of  breeches,  and  ftockings,  all  made  of  white 
bear's  fkin  with  the  hairy  fide  outward  -t  but 
their  fhoes  are  made  of  the  bark  of  a  tree. 

They  maintain  themfclves  by  hunting,  roafl 
all  their  meat,  and  eat  it  without  fait  •,  they 
have  no  bread,  but  ufe  fifh  in  the  ftead  of  it, 
and  their  common  drink  is  water  in  which 
juniper  berries  have  been  left  till  they  rot. 

Their  huts  are  low  and  oval,  covered  with 
fifh  bones,  and  having  no  light  but  what  enters 
at  the  door,  which  refembles  the  mouth  of  an 
oven.  They  have  no  notion  of  religion,  and 
live  without  any  reftrictions.  When  they  can 
get  brandy  they  drink  immoderately,  and  the 
moft  valuable  prefent  that  can  be  made  them 
is  a  little  brandy  or  tobacco,  which  may  like- 
wife  be  exchanged  with  them  for  furs  to  a  very 
great  advantage. 

Our  Borandian  guides  having  brought  fix 
fledges,  drawn  by  fix  rein-deer,  to  the  water 
fide,  we  put  into  one  of  them  to  the  amount 
of  above  three  thoufand  pounds  in  gold, 
filver,  copper,  tobacco  and  brandy :  the  fuper- 
cargo and  I  rode  in  one,  fitting  .qppofite  each 
other ;  our  accomptants,  the  two  Borandian 
guides,  and  our  feamen  (for  we  had  one  from 
each  fhip)  were  divided  in  three  others  ;  in  the 
fifth  was  a  failor  with  tobacco  and  brandy,  and 
the  fixth  was  ftored  with  proviiions  and  ne- 
ceflaries. 

In  eight  hours  the  rein-deer  drew  us  twenty 
leagues,  over  hills  and  dales,  and  through  feveral 
forefts  ;  yet  in  all  this  great  extent  of  country 
we  met  not  a  living  creature.  We  then  flop- 
ped at  a  village,  and  baited  our  rein-deer  with 
mofs,  while  we  ourfelves  ate  fome  bifcuit  and 
beef,  and  the  Borandians,  who  liked  neither 
our  bread  nor  meat,  fed  upon  dried  fifh,  fteeped 
in  oil,  after  which  we  all  drank  at  a  neigh- 
bouring fountain,  and  crowned  the  banquet  with 
a  glais  of  brandy. 

Being  thus  refrefhed,  we  again  mounted  our 
fledges,  and  after  travelling  three  hours  longer, 
put  up  at  a  village  at  the  foot  of  a  mountain, 
the  huts  of  which  were  better  built  and  clofer 
together  than  thofe  of  Lapland.  We  were 
obliged  to  divide  our  company,  one  cottage 
not  being  large  enough  to  entertain  us  all: 
We  met  wich  the  fame  reception  as  in  Lapland, 
and  having  gratified  our  landlord  with  a  piece 
of  roll  tobacco  and  a  gjafs  of  brandy,  we  laid 
down  to  reft  on  bear's  fkins. 

After  fleeping  fix  or  feven  hours  we  went 
among  the  inhabitants  to  traffic,  and  with  our 
money  purchakd  feven  pair  of  fables,  three 
hundred  grey  fquirrcis,  and  two  dozen  of  ermin, 
beiides  wolf  and  white  fox  fkins. 

Hunting  and  filhing  are  the  only  diverfions 
and  occupations  of  thefe  people.  In  the  fummer 
they  eat  their  meat  either  boiled  or  broiled  on 
the  coals,  and  during  that  feafon  provide  enough 
to  feive  them  in  winter,  preferving  it  by  cut- 
ting it  in  pieces,  fpreading  it  on  the  tops  of 
the  houfes,  and  drying  it  in  the  fun,  which 
is  all  the  dreffing  they   beftow  on  it. 

Their  cottages  are  low  and  flat-roofed,  being 
covered    with   turf  or  branches   of  trees,    and 
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they  change  their  dwellings  like  the  Kilops. 
They  are  a  flupid  and  brutal  people,  without 
the  leafl  notion  of  religion,  and  have  very  dif- 
agreeable  features.  The  only  difference  ob- 
iervable  between  the  women,  who  are  dextrous 
hunters,  and  the  men,  is  that  their  hair  is 
twilled  and  hangs  down  on  their  moulders, 
and  that  they  carry  only  a  flick  in  their  hand, 
which  is  (harp  at  one  end,  and  being  of  a  tough 
wood,  ferves  them  for  a  defenfive  weapon.  The 
men  carry  a  quiver  at  their  backs,  and  the  firings 
of  their  bows  are  made  of  the  rind  of  a  tree. 
The  cloaths  both  of  men  and  women  are  made 
of  the  white  bear's  skin,  their  coats  coming 
below  the  calf  of  the  leg,  and  having  a  broad 
girdle  round  the  waifl. 

When  v.*e  had  purchafed  what  we  could  here, 
we  ordered  our  rein-deer  to  be  put  to  the  fledges, 
and  having  taken  a  farewell  glafs  of  brandy,  pro- 
ceeded on  our journey. 

We  now  rode  eight  or  nine  hours  before  we 
faw  any  habitation  •,  but  at  lafl  our  guides  per- 
ceiving three  or  four  huts,  turned  our  rein-deer 
up  to  them ;  but  finding  nobody  there,  we  re- 
frefhed  ourfclves  and  our  beafls  for  three  hours, 
and  then  continued  our  journey. 

We  were  now  fifteen  hours  without  feeing  any 
human  creature,  or  fo  much  as  a  hut,  when  we 
overtook  three  hunters  at  the  foot  of  a  hill,  one 
of  whom  was  dreffed  after  the  Mufcovite  fafhi- 
on,  in  a  long  Rowing  robe,  girt  round  his  waifl 
with  a  girdle  four  inches  broad.  It  was  made  of 
a  white  bear's  skin,  with  the  hair  outward,  and 
edged  with  a  fine  black.  His  cap  was  made  of 
a  black  foxes  skin,  and  his  breeches  and  flock- 
ings  of  the  skin  of  a  rein-deer.  His  fhoes  were 
made  of  fifh-skin,  and  were  not  unlike  thofe 
worn  at  Varanger. 

The  other  two  perfons  were  dreffed  like  us, 
in  white  bear's  skins  with  the  hair  outwards,  and 
carried  at  their  backs  furs,  ermines,  fables,  wolf 
skins,  whole  fox  skins,  and  bear  skins.  The 
former  only  carried  twelve  white  crows,  and  fe- 
ven  fables  tucked  under  his  girdle. 

We  were  a  good  deal  furprized,  when  he 
came  up,  to  fee  our  Borandian  guide,  after  ha- 
ving talked  to  him  for  fome  time,  quit  the  fledge 
and  give  him  his  place. 

Neither  the  fupercargo,  who  rode  with 
me,  nor  I,  could  tell  how  to  account  for  this 
complaifance.  We  however  purfued  our  jour- 
ney, with  the  hunter  in  our  company,  for  above 
an  hour  longer,  through  this  deiblute  country, 
without  meeting  any  other  perfon,  or  the  leafl 
fign  of  an  habitation ;  but  at  length,  having 
reached  the  top  of  a  very  high  mountain,  we 
perceived  at  the  foot  of  it  feveral  houfes  built 
clofe  together,  forming  a  fmall  town,  and  hav- 
ing a  dillant  view  of  the  fea. 

When  we  arrived  at  the  place,  we  flopped  at 
the  door  of  the  perfon  who  had  taken  our  guide's 
feat,  and  foon  found,  by  the  readinefs  of  the 
people  to  attend  us  at  his  order,  that  he  was  a 
man  of  fome  authority. 

He  received  us  into  his  houfe  very  kindly, 
and  having  fold  us  fome  good  skins,  fent  hrs 
fervant  to  enquire  in  the  neighbourhood  if  any 
perfon  chofe  to  traffic   for  brandy  and  tobacco. 


We  had  foon  a  good  number  of  chapmen,  and 
we  purchafed  above  fifteen  hundred  skins  of  all 
forts  except  fables  •,  for  no  perfon  dares  to  fell 
thefe  but  officers  appointed  to  prefide  in  pub- 
lic warehoufes  eflablifhed  by  the  Czar's  autho- 
rity to  manage  this  traffic.  Thofe  who  deal  in 
it  without  his  licence  are  feverely  punifhed  :  and 
if  it  is  difcovered  that  any  perfons  attempt  to 
fmwggle  thefe  skins,  they  forfeit  all  the  goods 
that  are  found  in  their  cuflody. 

Our  cargo  becoming  too  bulky  to  be  carried 
in  a  fledge,  we  applied  to  our  hofl  to  lend  us 
his  bark,  and  fome  of  his  fervants  to  go  in  it 
with  one  of  our  feamen,  to  carry  the  furrs  aboard 
our  fhip,which  lay  at  about  one  hundred  leagues 
diflance  ;  for  the  failor  and  the  Borandian  fer- 
vants, who  were  ufed  to  the  coafls,  could  eafily 
manage  that  fmall  veflll,  and  convey  our  mer- 
chandize to  our  companions.  To  this  requefl 
he  readily  agreed,  and  we  gave  him  fome  tobac- 
co and  brandy  for  the  ule  of  his  bark. 

This  bark  was  built  in  the  form  of  a  gondola, 
being  broad  in  the  middle  and  fharp  at  each  end. 
It  was  entirely  of  wood,  joined  with  pegs,  with- 
out fo  much  as  a  nail,  or  the  leafl  bit  of  iron  in 
it. 

When  they  were  ready  to  put  to  fea,  our 
landlord  privately  fliewed  us  thirty  pair  of  fable 
fkins,  for  which  we  paid  him  ready  cafh,  flipt 
them  on  board,  and  the  veffel  put  off  immedi- 
ately. This,  however,  was  running  a  dangerous 
risk  ;  for  had  there  been  any  fearchers  at  hand, 
he  would  not  only  have  been  corporally  punifh- 
ed, but  himfelf  and  his  whole  family  lent  as 
flaves  into  Siberia. 

The  bark  being  out  of  fight,  the  fupercargo 
and  accomptants  fat  down  to  drink  with  the  Bo- 
randian gentlemen,  while  the  feamen  and  I 
walked  out  to  take  a  view  of  the  place,  which 
was  called  Vitzora.  It  was  pleafantly  fituated 
between  two  mountains,  which  role  to  the 
height  of  a  league  on  each  fide.  The  houfes 
were  built  and  artfully  covered  with  fiih  bones, 
and  the  crannies  every  where  flopped  up  with 
mofs  as  clofe  as  the  caulking  of  a  fhip  •,  and  in 
fome  places  that  were  mofl  expofed  to  the  wind, 
were  covered  with  turf  very  neatly  laid.  The 
doors,  like  thofe  we  had  feen  in  other  parts  of 
the  country ,were  built  like  the  mouths  of  ovenS, 
and  at  the  top  of  the  houfes  were  a  kind  of  lat- 
tices to  admit  the  light. 

The  inhabitants  were  dwarfifh,  fvvarthy,  flat- 
nofed,  and  ill-featured.  All  the  women  and 
children  appeared  induflrious ;  fome  being  bu- 
fily  employed  in  making  fails  or  fifhing-nets  of 
the  bark  of  trees,  their  needles  being  fiih  bones, 
while  others  were  engaged  with  knives  or  hatch- 
ets in  different  branches  of  bufinefs. 

As  we  had  not  yet  diipofed  of  half  our  com- 
modities, and  were  in  a  country  abounding  with 
firs,  we,  in  our  return  to  our  lodgings,  confult- 
ed  with  our  fupercargo  and  accomptants  ;  and  it 
was  agreed,  that  as  our  commiffion  for  traffic 
and  difcovery  was  very  extenfive,  we  fhould  pro- 
ceed as  long  as  we  found  the  trade  good,  and 
our  cafh,  brandy  and  tobacco  held  out. 

Having  come  to  this  refolution,  we  fent  our 
guides  back   with  three  rein-deer  fledges,  and 
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with  letters  to  our  captain?,  to  inform  them  of 
our  fuccefs  and  refolution  •,  and  then  by  the  al- 
fiftance  of  our  hoft  at  Vitzora,  hired  a  bark  to 
carry  us  to  Petzora,  the  capital  of  a  principality 
of  the  fame  name,  on  the  north  coaft  of  the 
Muscovite  fea.  Our  landlord  was  fo  obliging 
as  to  embark  with  us,  and  by  the  help  of  an 
eafterly  wind,  we  coafted  along  the  fhore,  and 
in  fifteen  hours  reached  Petzora. 

On  our  arrival,  we  waited  on  the  collector  of 
the  cuftoms,  who  there  aflumes  the  title  of  go- 
vernor, and  lives  at  the  cattle.  He  was  dreffed 
after  the  manner  of  the  country,  in  a  robe  of 
violet  coloured  cloth,  with  a  mixture  of  red.  He 
entertained  us  with  ibnie  fine  old  metheglin,  af- 
ter which  we  had  brandy  and  gingerbread,  a 
fort  of  collation  common  all  over  Mufcovy. 

As  we  knew  he  had  the  care  of  the  Czar's  fa- 
bles, we  asked  him  to  fell  us  fome,  and  bought 
all  his  ftock,  confifting  of  five  2immers,  a  zim- 
mer  being  fifty  pair,  among  which  there  were 
two  zimmers  as  black  as  jet,  and  the  fineft  I 
ever  faw,  for  which  we  paid  him  a  thouland 
crowns,  and  the  other  three  zimmers  were  pur- 
chafed  for  eight  hundred  crowns.  They  were 
all  fealed  with  the  ducal  aims  of  Rufiia. 

Having  paid  him  his  money,  he  entertained 
us  nobly  on  roafted  wild  fowl,  young  rein-deer 
venifon,  which  is  very  good,  and  frefh  fifh,  two 
boats  having  been  ordered  out,  at  our  firft  arri- 
val, to  catch  fiih  for  our  entertainment. 

After  this  meal,  we  fat  eight  hours  drinking 
brandy  and  metheglin,  the  fumes  of  which 
■would  have  much  fooner  got  into  my  head,  had 
I  not  every  now  and  then  ate  a  bifcuit ;  and  I 
mutt  own  that  the  bread  in  Mufcovy  is  very  ex- 
cellent. 

At  length,  however,  becoming  intoxicated, 
we  all  laid  down  on  white  bear  skins,  for  the 
governor  had  no  beds  ■,  and  having  flept  fix  or 
feven  hours,  we  arofe,  and  each  of  us  was  pre- 
fented  with  a  bumper  of  brandy. 

After  breakfaft,  being  defirous  of  going  thro' 
the  town,  both  to  fatisfy  our  curiofity,  and  to 
try  if  we  could  carry  on  any  trade  with  the  in- 
habitants, the  governor  ordered  one  of  his  offi- 
cers to  attend  us.  We  foon  found  perfons  e- 
nough  rea^yto  deal,  and  for  four  hundred  ducats 
purchafed  one  hundred  and  twenty  wolf  skins, 
five  hundred  fox  skins,  all  white,  two  hundred 
martens,  two  thoufand  grey  fquirrels,  and  forcy- 
eight   ermines,    for   which  we  paid  one    half 
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in  copper  money, 
filver. 

AVe  then  returned  to  the  caftle,  where  we 
packed  up  our  merchandize  in  bales,  covered 
with  the  lame  fort  of  ftuff  as  the  fails  of  the 
bark.  Having  thus  taken  care  of  our  goods,  it 
was  refolved  that  one  of  the  accomptants  fhould 
return  with  them  to  the  fhips,  for  uhich  purpofe 
the  governor  furnifhed  us  with  a  bark.  We  like- 
wife  hired  three  Borandians  to  affift  the  accompt- 
ant  in  his  voyage,  the  governor  pafiing  his  word 
for  their  fidelity. 

When  our  vefYel  had  failed,  we  again  began 
drinking  •,  and  the  quantity  fwallowed  by  the 
iTentlemen  of  Vitzora  was  akoo-echer  aftoniihins:. 
Having  continued  drinking  tor  four  hours  toge- 
ther, we  compofed  ourfelves  to  reft  on  bear  skins 
as  before. 

In  the  morning  we  were,  at  our  requeft,  fur- 
nifhed with  rein-deer  and  fledges  to  carry  us  in- 
to Siberia,  and  with  provifions  fufficient  to  laft 
us  to  Papinowgorod,  a  city  in  the  province  of 
Petzora,  on  the  borders  of  Siberia.  The  go- 
vernor likewife  ordered  one  of  his  domeftics  to 
efcort  us  ■,  and,  at  parting,  infilled  on  our  drink- 
ing five  or  fix  glaHes  of  brandy. 

Having  returned  our  beft  thanks  to  the  go- 
vernor and  the  gentlemen  of  Vitzora,  for  their 
civilities,  we  got  into  our  fledges,  and  travelled 
four  hours  through  intricate  unbeaten  ways, 
without  feeing  any  living  creature  but  four  white 
bears  of  an  enormous  fize,  which  crclfed  us, 
and  took  refuge  in  a  neighbouring  wood. 

In  about  two  hours  more  we  arrived  at  a  vil- 
lage, confifting  of  feven  or  eight  cottages ;  but 
the  inhabitants  being  all  gone  to  hunt,  we  a- 
lighted  to  refrefh  ourfelves  on  the  provifions  we 
had  brought  with  us.  In  the  mean  time  five  or 
fix  men  with  their  wives  and  children  returned 
from  hunting,  bringing  skins  with  them. 

They  were  furprized  to  fee  us,  and  would 
have  fled,  had  not  the  governor  of  Petzora's  fer- 
vant  alTured  them  that  we  were  friends  and 
merchants  bound  for  Papinowgorod.  On  this 
report  they  came  up  to  us,  and  viewed  us  nar- 
rowly, teftifying  their  amazement  at  feeing  fo 
many  ftrangers  in  fo  unfrequented  a  place. 

However,  by  the  afiiftance  of  our  interpre- 
ter, we  bought  all  the  skins  they  dared  to  fell 
us,  and  they  furnifhed  us  with  rein-deer  and 
fledges  to  carry  us  to  the  mouth  of  the  river  Pa- 
pinowgorod. 
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They  meet  jive  exiles  in  the  woods  of  Siberia,  one  of  whom  proves  to  be  an  old  acquaintance  of 
our  author ;  the  reafon  of'  his  banifhment  ;  an  account  of  the  hard/ljips  endured  by  thefe 
unhappy  people  ;  a  defcription  of  their  huts  ;  they  catch  fome  martens  and  white  foxes ;  they 
leave  the  exiles  and  proceed  on  their  journey  ;  they  arrive  at  Papinowgorod,  where  they  are 
treated  by  the  governor  and  his  wife  ;  an  odd  compliment  paid  the  governor  s  lady ;  a  dejcript 
tion  of  the  buildings  of  Papinowgorod ;  account  of  the  inhabitants  ;  our  author  and  his  com- 
pany leave  Papinowgorod,  and  enter  Samojeda:  they  arrive  on  the  coaft  of  Borandia  ;  fet 
fail  for  Nova  Zembla  ;  account  of  the  idol  Fetizo  ;  account  of  the  fea-horfe  fjl:ery  ;  fome  of 
the  crew  land  on  an  if  and  in  the  freights  ofWeygatz;  defcription  of  a  bird  called  a  penguin  ; 
they  land  on  Nova  Zembla,  andfeize  fome  of  the  natives  ;  they  are  forced  by  a  violent  form 
on  the  coafi  of  mount  Hecla  ;  the  author  goes  to  examine  the  mountain,  and  is  in  danger  of 
fuffocation;  an  account  of  the  drefs,  manners,  and  cufioms  of  the  Icelanders ;  defcription  of  a 
water-fpout ;  the  Jhips  arrive  in  Demtiark. 


WE  now  left  the  banks  of  the  river  Pet- 
zora,  along  which  we  had  travelled  for 
fome  time,  and  proceeded  towards  that 
of  Papinowgorod,  through  almoft  impaffable 
forefts,  and  over  high  mountains  •,  but  at  length, 
after  three  hours  journey,  as  we  approached  a 
thick  wood,  we  obferved  five  men,  in  long  coats 
of  white  bear  skin,  made  after  the  Mufcovite 
fafhion,  each  of  whom  had  a  gun  on  his  fhoulder, 
a  pouch  on  one  fide,  and  a  knife  and  fheath  on 
the  other. 

As  they  advanced  toward  us,  our  guide  (lop- 
ped the  rein-deer,  when  the  five  men  being  near 
enough  to  be  heard,  one  of  them,  perceiving 
that  we  were  ftrangers,  bad  us  good-morrow  in 
the  German  tongue,  wifhing  that  they  were  as 
free  as  we  were.  Our  ftipercargo  being  a  native 
ofLower  Saxony,  was  attracted  by  the  found  of 
his  own  language,  and  asked  him  what  country- 
man he  was  ;  when  entering  into  converfation, 
fevaral  things  were  ftarted,  by  which  it  appeared 
that  they  had  been  intimate  acquaintance.  The 
fupercargo  now  alighted  from  his  fledge,  em- 
braced him,  and  enquired  how  he  came  there  ; 
to  which  he  replied  that  he  had  been  banifhed  for 
hunting  fables,  a  very  capital  offence. 

While  they  were  difcourfing  I  had  leifure  to 
furvey  the  other  four,  when  one  of  them,  of 
whole  features  I  had  fome  idea,  though  I  could 
not  inftantly  recollect  who  he  was,  asked  me, 
fn  French,  whence  I  came,  and  whither  I  was 
going.  Finding  that  I  could  not  recollect  him, 
he  told  me  his  name,  and  that  he  had  often 
drank  with  me  at  Stockholm. 

I  now  knew  him  well ;  he  was  a  perfon  to 
whom  I  had  been  greatly  obliged,  having  received 
many  civilities  from  him  in  Sweden.  He  was  a 
gentleman  by  birth,  a  native  of  Lorrain,  and 
lieutenant  colonel  of  a  regiment  of  Mufcovite 
horfe.  He  had  endeavoured  to  perfuade  me  to 
go  with  him  to  Moicow,  by  offering  to  procure 
me  a  poft  of  honour  and  profit  •,  but  I  had  de- 
clined the  propofal. 

When  I  compared  the  fine  appearance  he  made 
at  that   time,  the   refpect  with  which    he  was 
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treated  on  account  of  his  eftate,  his  rank,  and 
his  character,  with  the  miferable  condition  to 
which  I  now  faw  him  reduced,  I  could  not  re- 
frain from  tears.  I  embraced  him  with  the  ut- 
mofl  tendernefs  and  affection,  and  enquiring  into 
the  caufe  of  his  difgrace,  he  replied,  that  the 
Czar  unjuflly  fufpecring  he  had  not  been  fo  zea- 
lous in  his  fervice  as  he  ought  to  have  been,  had 
banifhed  him  to  Siberia  for  three  years,  where 
he  endured  hardfhips  not  to  be  expreiied  ;  being 
expofed  to  the  greateft  dangers  in  hunting  wild  | 
bcalls  for  his  fubfiftance,  to  the  miferjes  of  hun- 
ger, and  the  rigour  of  the  feafons,  which  he  and 
his  companions  were  obliged  to  endure,  no  per- 
fon daring  to  afford  them  the  leafl  relief. 

He  faid  that  fea'ree  a  day  pan*ed  but  they  were? 
attacked  by  wild  beads,  which  they  met  in  herds 
feeking  for  prey,  and  that  they  frequently  found 
great  difficulty  in  defending  themielves  •,  that 
belides,  they  were  obliged  to  fupply  the  Czar's 
officers  with  a  certain  number  of  fables,  under 
the  penalty  of  being  feverely  lafhed  with  a  whip 
of  thick  hard  leather,  dn  their  naked  backs,  till 
they  were  covered  with  blood. 

One  of  the  others  had  been  receiver-general 
of  the  Czar's  revenues,  another  had  been  a  .  ma- 
jor-general, and  the  fifth  a  man  of  note.  They 
all  joined  in  deploring  their  misfortunes,  ex- 
claimed loudly  againft  the  Czar,  and  declared, 
that  when  once  the  time  of  their  exile  was  expir- 
ed, they  would  take  care  to  get  far  enough  out 
of  his  power.  We  offered  our  beft  endeavours 
to  facilitate  their  efcape  ■,  but  they  told  us  this 
was  impoflible,  all  the  frontiers  being  guarded 
by  forts,  to  the  commandants  of  which  their 
faces  were  well  known,  and  that  nothing  lefs 
than  the  crueleft  death  barbarity  could  devife, 
would  be  the  certain  confequertce,  both  to  them 
and  us,  for  the  attempt. 

Having  refrefhed  them  and  ourfelvcs  with 
fuch  provifion  as  we  had  with  us,  we  told  them 
we  refolved  to  fpend  a  few  hours  with  them  ; 
for  we  could  not  think  of  leaving  fo  very  fud- 
denly,  men  whom  we  had  known  in  better  days 
when  fortune  fmiled  upon  them. 
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They  received  this  propofal  with  great 
joy,  told  us  they  had  five  little  huts,  which 
they  had  built  in  the  neighbouring  wood, 
and  if  we  would  be  fokind  as  to  go  thither  with 
them,  they  fhould  be  greatly  obliged  to  us,  and 
all  the  skins  they  had  fhould  be  at  our  fervice, 
except  the  fables,  which  they  were  obliged  to 
referve  for  the  Czar  :  they  added,  that  the  re- 
membrance of  the  happy  hours  they  fhould 
fpend  with  us  in  their  folitude,  would  make 
many  future  months  glide  on  the  more  fweetly. 

We  immediately  complied  with  a  requeft  fo 
politely  and  affechngly  enforced,  and  on  ap- 
proaching the  huts  we  found  that  neceffity  had 
rendered  thefe  unhappy  men  ingenious. 

They  were  built  of  fir,  and  were  higher  and 
more  commodious  than  any  we  had  feen  in  our 
travels  :  there  were  two  or  three  rooms  in  each 
of  them,  and  lattices  to  let  in  the  light  at  the 
fides.  They  were  each  fhaded  by  trees,  and 
fo  artfully  paved  with  fifh-bones,  that  the  floors 
looked  as  if  they  were  inlaid  with  ivory.  To 
defend  themfelves  from  the  depredations  of  the 
wild  beafts,  they  had  dug  a  trench  round  thefe 
buildings,  and  erected  pallifadoes  with  ftrong 
pofts,  and  pieces  of  wood  nailed  acrofs  them, 
on  the  top  of  which  were  fpikes  of  fifh-boncs. 
Thus  when  their  gate  was  clofed,  they  were  as 
fecure  as  in  a  fortified  place.  They  had  within 
all  kinds  of  hunting  and  fifhing  tackle,  befides  a 
good  ftore  of  faked  rein-deer  venifon,  bifcuit, 
and  metheglin. 

While  the  reft  of  the  company  fat  down  to 
drinking,  the  lieutenant  colonel  and  I  withdrew 
to  his  hut  to  converle  together.  Our  converfa- 
tion  turned  chiefly  on  the  wildnefs  of  the  coun- 
try, and  the  barbarity  of  its  inhabitants;  and  his 
delcriptions  were  fo  lively  and  juft,  as  added 
greatly  to  the  picture.  He  told  me  that  when 
the  time  of  his  exile  fhould  be  expired,  he  in- 
tended to  return  home,  and  gave  me  his  direc- 
tion in  Lorrain. 

When  my  friend  and  I  had  tired  ourfelves 
with  talking,  we  compofed  ourfelves  to  fleep 
upon  bear  skins,  as  our  companions  did  alio 
when  wearied  with  drinking,  and  flept  foundly 
till  the  next  morning. 

We  arofe  early,  and  at  the  defire  of  the  five 
exiles,  took  each  of  us  a  gun,  and  attended 
them  into  the  woods  to  examine  their  fnares, 
to  fee  what  prey  was  caught  in  thofe  they  had 
laid  the  night  before.  We  killed  ten  or  twelve 
white  foxes,  and  half  a  dozen  grey  martens, 
but  met  with  none  of  the  larger  game. 

As  we  intended  to  purfue  our  journey  in  the 
afternoon,  we  did  not  chufe  to  lofe  much  time 
in  hunting,  but  returned  to  the  huts,  and  hav- 
ing dined  heartily,  and  drank  plentifully,  we 
took  our  leave,  truly  affected  at  not  being  able 
to  relieve  thefe  unhappy  gentlemen. 

At  parting  they  forced  upon  us  fome  ermines, 
bears,  foxes,  and  wolfs  skins,  for  which  they 
would  take  no  money  :  however,  we  prevailed 
on  them  to  accept  fome  brandy,  tobacco,  and 
cloth,  which  we  took  care  fhould  exceed  in  value 
the  commodities  they  had  given  us.  We  wept 
reciprocally  at  parting  ;  and  having  taken  a  Lift 
farewell,  we  mounted  our  fledges,  and  purfued 


our  journey  with  the  ufual  expedition. 

In  about  three  hours  we  came  to  five  or  fix 
huts,  inhabited  by  about  a  dozen  people,  of 
whom  we  bought  all  their  skins  ;  and  afterw  ards 
following  the  courfe  of  the  river  Petzora,  we 
frequently  met  with  fmall  villages,  in  fome  of 
which  we  found  inhabitants  :  and  in  others 
none  ;  but  whenever  we  met  with  any  body  to 
trade  with,  we  were  fure  of  having  skins  either 
for  money  or  brandy,  but  none  would  venture 
to  fell  us  fables. 

We  now  reached  a  large  ridge  of  mountains, 
that  are  almoft  always  covered  with  inow,  and 
fo  barren,  that  no  human  creature  can  live  upon 
them.  On  both  fides  of  thefe  mountains  were 
vaft  numbers  of  white  bears  and  wolves,  which 
put  us  in  fear  of  our  lives;  though  I  am  apt  to 
believe  thefe  beafts  were  as  much  terrified  as  we 
were,  for  they  fled  from  us  on  every  fide,  per- 
haps frightened  by  the  glittering  of  our  arms, 
which  we  took  care  to  dilplay  to  the  beft  advan- 


tage. 


We  were  above  twelve  hours  in  crofTing  thefe 
mountains,  over  which  our  cattle  had  great  diffi- 
culty to  draw  us  ;  but  we  at  length  reached  the 
defcent,  and  foon  arrived  at  a  village  in  Siberia, 
where  the  people  had  linen  ihirts,  clofe  buskins, 
and  garments  of  bear-skins,  with  the  hair  out- 
wards ;  they  appeared  to  be  l'e'fs  barbarous  than 
thofe  with  whom  we  had  lately  converfed,  re- 
ceiving us  with  great  hofpitality,  and  civilly  ask- 
ing cur  country  and  bufinefs.  Having  refolved 
their  queftions,  we  bought  all  their  skins  for 
ready  money,  feafted  with  them  on  dried  bear's 
and  wolf's  flefh,  rice  cakes,  and  brandy ;  and 
then  flept  upon  bear's  skins,  in  heufes  built  after 
the  manner  of  thofe  in  Lapland.  At  our  riling 
they  treated  us  with  a  glafs  of  bra-ndy,  and  then 
we  let  forward  for  Papinowgorod,  which  place 
we  reached  in  twenty-four  hours. 

The  governor  hearing  of  our  arrival,  fent 
for  us  to  come  to  his  cdlle,  to  enquire  whence 
we  came,  and  cur  bufinefs  ?  Upon  which  we 
immediately  waited  on  him,  and  anlwered  all  his 
queftions  much  to  his  fatisfaclicn.  When  he 
underftood  we  were  Danifh  merchants,  who  had 
-travelled  fo  far.  to  buy  furs,  he  treated  us  in  a 
very  friendly  manner,  and  as  a  mark  of  his  re- 
flect fent  for  his  wife  to  entertain  us,  which  was 
a  moft  lingular  honour. 

She  came  into  the  room  with  a  bottle  of  bran- 
dy in  one  hand,  and  a  filver  cup  in  the  other,, 
and  was  followed  by  a  fervant  maid,  who  car- 
ried a  plate  of  gingerbread.  We  faluted  her  ac- 
cording to  the  cuitom  of  the  country,  by  bow- 
ing our  heads,  when  untying  the  knot  of  her 
fhift  fleeve,  fhe  let  it  fail  to  the  ground,  and  the 
fupercargo  taking  it  up,  we  each  of  us  kiffed 
it.  She  then  furled  it  up  again  with  her  left 
hand,  and  taking  the  bottle  and  cup,  which  flic 
had  letdown  to  perform  this  ceremony,  gave 
each  of  us  a  bumper  of  brandy,  and  a  piece  of 
gingerbread,  ftanding  all  the  while  near  her  huf- 
band  at  the  end  of  the  table.  She  then  with- 
drew, and  the  governor  treated  us  witli  an  ex- 
cellent fupper. 

The  entertainment  being  ended,  we  were  con- 
duced to  lodgings  prepared  for  us  in  the  caftfe, 
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anil  tonfidering  the  country,  lay  in  very  good 
beds.  Having  flept  about  feven  hours  we  arofe, 
and  the  governor  inftanrly  waited  on  us,  follow- 
ed bv  a  fervant  with  a  bottle  of  brandy,  of 
which  he  gave  each  of  us  a  hearty  cup  for  a 
morning's  wet.  He  then  produced  his  skins, 
which,  though  they  were  valued  much  higher 
than  any  we  had  met  with  in  all  our  travels, 
thev  were  the  belt  worth  our  money. 

When  he  had  dilpoled  of  his  own  flock,  he 
ordered  one  of  his  fervants  to  enquire  for  chap- 
men among  the  people  of  the  town  •,  and  while 
the  fupercargo  was  dealing  with  the  people,  I 
diverted  mylelf  with  walking  about  the  town. 

The  houles  of  Papinowgorod  are  low  and 
meanly  built,  of  mud  or  wood,  the  chinks  be- 
in<*  flopped  up  with  mofs,  and  the  ftreets  are 
paved  with  timber  laid  clofe  together.  The 
country  about  it  is  very  fertile,  and  well  water- 
ed by  a  fine  river,  in  which  there  is  variety  of 
excellent  fifh. 

The  people  of  fafhion  wear  a  long  cloath  coat, 
which  reaches  down  to  their  toes,  with  very 
dole  fieeves  of  another  colour,  under  which 
they  have  breeches  and  ftockings  of  the  fame 
cloth.  Their  fhoes,  or  rather  boots,  are  of  blue, 
red  or  yellow  leather,  buttoned  on  the  top  ;  and 
on  their  heads  they  wear  cloth  caps,  lined  and 
bordered  with  ermine,  fable,  or  black  fox 
skin. 

The  women  are  fair,  very  handfome,  and 
fomewhat  fat  ;  their  hair  is  of  a  light  chelhut 
colour,  hanging  down  to  their  waift,  and  their 
head-drefs  is  an  oval  cap  :  their  upper  garment, 
which,  like  the  men's,  hangs  down  to  their  feet, 
is  made  of  a  red,  blue,  or  violet  coloured  cloth, 
and  is  lined  either  with  fable  or  white  fox  skin. 
Round  their  waifts  they  have  a  broad  girdle, 
ftudded  with  pearls,  and  their  fhifts  are  made  of 
fine  callico,  with  fieeves  all  ruffled  up  from  the 
wrift  to  the  fhoulder,  fome  of  which  are  five  ells 
long  •,  and  this  bundle  prevents  their  ufing  the 
arms  of  their  robes,  which  therefore  hang  ufe- 
lefs,  and  are  only  pinned  on. 

The  people  of  Siberia  are  grave,  robuft,  fwift, 
and  very  dextrous  at  lhooting  with  the  crofs 
bow  •,  but  they  are  ignorant,  churlifh,  and  jea- 
lous of  their  wives,  whom  they  generally  lock 
up  •,  and  even  if  they  do  not,  none  of  them  dare 
quit  their  rooms  without  leave  of  their  huf- 
bands. 

The  religion  of  this  province  is  called  Nicho- 
latian.  The  judiciary  proceedings  are  all  ex- 
peditioufly  terminated  ;  for  all  their  courts  of 
juftice  are  courts  of  equity.  There  are  no  pet- 
tifoggers that  prey  on  the  innocent  and  unwary, 
and  under  pretence  of  relieving  innocence  and 
fuccouring  diftrefs,  enrich  themfelves  with  the 
fpoils  of  the  widow  and  the  fatherlefs. 

The  adulterer  of  either  fex  is  ftoned  to  death  -, 
the  murderer  feldom  efcapes  with  his  life  ;  per- 
jury is  moft  feverely  punifhed,  and  the  robber 
generally  meets  with  his  deferts. 

When  we  had  packed  up  our  cargo  of  fkins, 
among  which  were  fome  fables  which  the  gover- 
nor had  privately  fold  us,  we  found  we  had  e- 
nough  to  load  a  fledge  and  a  half ;  and  having 
ftill  fome  tobacco,  and  about  five  thoufand  du- 


cats left,  our  fupercargo  refolved  to  proceed 
farther,  in  order  to  purchafe  more,  and  to  re- 
turn toourfhips  through  Samojeda. 

As  our  brandy  fell  fhort,  we  bought  a  fupply 
of  the  beft  the  governor  h~d  •,  we  agreed  with 
him  for  provifions  fufficient  to  laft  us  twelve 
days,  and  for  rein-deer  to  carry  us  to  the  end  of 
our  journey.  When  we  had  concluded  all  our 
dealings  with  him,  we  were  obliged  to  fit  to  a 
drinking  match,  as  is  the  cuftom  all  over  Ruffian 
and  after  flicking  to  the  bottle  for  ten  hours,  we 
retired  to  reft. 

When  we  arofe  in  the  morning  we  found  every 
thing  ready  for  our  journey  :  We  therefore 
mounted  our  fledges  and  went  forward,  and  in 
a  progrefs  of  feventeen  hours  flopped  very  of- 
ten to  buy  furs.  Having  in  fix  hours  more 
crofTed  the  Riphean  mountains,  we  entered  Sa- 
mojeda, a  deiolate  mountainous  country,  full 
of  pines,  firs,  and  juniper-trees.  The  ground 
was  in  fome  places  covered  with  fnow,  and  in 
others  with  mofs ;  and  to  our  great  terror  we 
every  moment  met  with  foxes,  wolves,  and  white 
bears. 

The  province  of  Samojeda  lies  to  the  north 
of  Siberia,  extending  itfelf  quite  to  the  north  or 
frozen  ocean.  The  people  are  called  Samoje- 
des,  which,  in  the  Ruffian  tongue,  fignifies  men- 
eaters. 

They  have  no  towns,  but  live  either  in  ca- 
verns or  tents,  according  to  the  fcafon.  They 
are  excellent  archers,  and  very  nimble  after  their 
game,  which,  with  fifh,  being  their  only  food, 
they  are  expert  in  catching  them  from  their 
childhood.  When  winter  comes  on  they  retire 
to  their  dens  under  ground,  living  by  lamp- 
light, on  their  dried  flock  of  fifh  and  game,  and 
ufing  flinking  fifh-oil  by  way  of  fauce. 

Though  theie  people  are,  for  eight  or  nine 
months  in  the  year,  confined  to  their  fubterra- 
nean  habitations  in  flench  and  fmoke,  yet  they 
are  fo  far  from  being  difcontented  with  this 
wretched  way  of  life,  that  a  certain  hiftorian  in- 
forms us,  that  when  two  of  their  deputies  were 
fent  to  the  court  of  Mofcow,  they  told  the  Czar 
that  if  he  could  but  conceive  the  charms  of  their 
country,  he  would  undoubtedly  chufe  to  go  and 
live  among  them. 

When  we  had  reached  the  top  of  mount  Stol- 
phen,    whence   arifes    the  river  Borfogatz,    we 
ftopped  at  a  village  of  eight  or  nine  houfes,where 
we  refrefhed  ourlelves  and  our  cattle,  and  pur- 
chafed  feveral  forts  of  fkins,  particularly  caftors 
and  otters  •,  and  though  we  proved  to  the  peo- 
ple that  there  was  no  danger  of  our  being  iearch- 
ed  in  our  way  to  our  fhips,  we  could  not  pre- 
vail on  them  to  part  with  any  prohibited  fkins, 
till  we  had  well  plied  them  with  brandy,  which 
rendering  them  courageous,  they   brought   out 
their  fables,  and  fold  us  the  beft  and  the  great- 
eft  quantity  we  had  picked  up   in  our  whole 
journey. 

We  flaid  to  reft  ourfelves  in  one  of  the  chief 
huts  of  the  village  •,  and  having  flept  four  or 
five  hours  upon  the  ground  on  fkins,  in  com- 
mon with  the  whole  family,  male  and  female, 
we  were  awakened  by  the  noife  made  by  our  hoft 
to  raife   his  family,  all  of  whom  went  out  of 
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doors.  My  curiofity  excited  me  to  follow  them, 
and  I  faw  them  all  at  a  little  diftance  behind  the 
cottage,  fall  down  on  their  knees,  and  lift  up 
their  hands  and  eyes  to  adore  the  rifing  fun, 
which  I  was  afterwards  informed  they  believe  to 
be  God. 

The  people  of  Samojeda  are  fhorter  and 
thicker  than  either  the  Laplanders  or  Borandi- 
ans.  They  have  large  heads,  flat  nofes,  fcarcely 
any  hair,  fwarthy  complexions,  and  a  moft  un- 
meaning look.  They  wear  a  round  fur  cap,  and 
a  white  bear's  skin  coat  that  reaches  down  to 
their  knees,  and  is  faftened  round  their  waift 
with  a  girdle.  They  alio  wear  breeches,  ftock- 
ings  and  fhoes,  made  of  the  fame  skin  with  the 
hair  outwards  ;  and  inftead  of  a  cloak,  they 
hang  a  black  bear's  skin  over  their  {boulders, 
the  feet  dangling  at  the  four  corners.  This 
skin  is  placed  more  on  the  left  fide  than  on  the 
right,  to'leave  their  right  arm  at  liberty  for  the 
management  of  their  bows  and  arrows,  and  up- 
on this  skin  they  tie  their  quiver.  They  alio 
wear  upon  their  feet  a  kind  of  skates,  two  feet 
long,  with  which  they  Aide  with  prodigious 
fwiftnefs,  over  the  lhow  that  almoft  always  lies 
on  the  mountains. 

The  women  of  Samojeda  are  more  ill-favour- 
ed than  the  men.  They  are  capable  of  enduring 
great  hardlhips,  and  take  care  to  make  their 
children  very  dextrous  in  the  ule  of  the  bow  anc: 
arrow.  They  are  drefied  like  the  men,  only 
their  upper  garment  is  a  little  longer,  and  all 
the  difference  in  their  head  drefs  isj  that  the  wo- 
men have  a  lock  of  twifted  hair  hanging  down 
on  their  moulders,  at  the  end  of  which  is  a  knot, 
formed  of  a  long  flip  taken  from  the  bark  of  a 
tree,  which  hangs  down  as  low  as  their  heels. 
They  hunt  as  well  as  the  men,  and  are  in  the 
fame  manner  armed  with  bows  and  arrows.  The 
hufband  and  wife  are  generally  true  to  each  o- 
ther  •,  but  if  either  man  or  woman  is  found  guil- 
ty of  adultery,  the  criminal  is  immediately  fto- 
ned  to  death. 

Having  bartered  all  our  wares  in  this  coun- 
try, and  flocked  ourfelves  with  skins,  we  re- 
turned ;  and  in  twelve  days  after  leaving  Papi- 
nowgorod,  reached  the  coaft  of  Borandia,  where 
our  Jhips  had  waited  tor  us  at  an  appointed  place. 
Having  put  all  our  merchandize  on  board,  we 
paid  off  our  guide,  and  failed  for  Zembla,which 
we  came  in  fight  of  the  next  day. 

In  the  evening  we  caft  anchor  near  the  fhore, 
and  as  the  weather  was  clear,  we  could  difcern 
at  a  diftance  about  thirty  men,  of  a  more  bar- 
barous appearance  than  any  we  had  hitherto 
feen,  armed  with  bows  and  arrows,  and  bent  on 
their  knees,  worfhipping  the  fetting  fun. 

After  fome  deliberation  it  was  determined  that 

each  fhip  fhould  fend  out  its   long-boat,  filled 

with  men  well  armed  for   their  defence,  in  caft 

.  of  their  being  attacked   by  thefe  lavages,  with 

whom  they  were  to  endeavour  to  trade. 

I  was  one  of  the  number  difpatched  upon  this 
fervice  :  and  the  moment  we  were  landed  the 
lavages  fuddenly  rofe,  and  diicharged  their  ar- 
rows at  us,  but  at  too  great  a  diftance  to  hurt 
us,  and  then  fled  with  prodigious  fwiftnefs.  We 
followed  them  as  faft  as  pollible,  in  hopes  to 


make  a  prifoner  or  two,  whom  we  propofed  to 
have  ufed  well  and  difcharged,  in  order  to  have 
ingratiated  ourfelves  with  the  reft-,  but  they  out- 
ftripped  us,  and  we  loft  them  near  a  hill  cover- 
ed with  fnow.  However,  we  continued  our  march 
till  we  came  to  a  rifing  ground,  whereon  was 
erected  the  idol  called  Fetizo,  which  was  a  re- 
prefentation  of  a  human  figure  moft  wretchedly 
cut  in  wood  ;  and  before  it  were  two  Zemblians 
on  their  knees,  who  the  moment  they  faw  us 
fled  into  an  adjoining  wood  of  firs  •,  and  as  night 
approached,  we  thought  it  would  be  in  vain, 
and  perhaps  unfafe,  to  purfue  them. 

From  this  place  we  failed  towards  the  ftreights 
of  Weygatz,  to  catch  fea-hcrfes  •,  and  having 
proceeded  about  fix  leagues,  kept  near  the  fhore, 
and  put  out  our  long-boats  with  eight  harpoon- 
ers  in  each,  befides  the  rowers.  We  were  near 
three  days  without  catching  any  thing  :  but  at 
length  obferved  tv/o  great  fifh  approaching  us, 
one  of  which  had  a  large  horn  in  his  forehead  ; 
and  the  boats  corning  near,  the  harpoons  were 
thrown  at  him  on  all  fides,  and  the  ropes  to 
which  they  were  faftened  let  loofe  •,  after  which 
the  men  haftily  retired,  to  be  out  of  his  reach 
while  he  was  ftfuggling  •,  but  he  foon  grew  very 
weak,  and  they  cut  off  his  head,  flinging  the 
body  into  the  lea,  it  being  neither  fit  for  food 
nor  oil. 

This  was  a  fea-horfe,  which  is  taken  only  for 
the  fake  of  his  teeth  and  horn,  the  former  being 
much  more  valuable  than  thole  of  the  elephant, 
becaufe  they  are  whiter,  and  not  fo  apt  to  turn 
yellow.  The  horn  of  this  fea-horfe  was  ten  feci 
long,  and  very  heavy.  From  the  root,  which 
was  as  thick  as  a  man's  arm  at  the  thoulder,  it 
gradually  decreafed,  wreathing  handfomely,  till 
it  ended  in  a  fharp  point. 

One  of  the  other  boats  advancing  too  clofe 
upon  the  other  fifh,  in  order  to  make  fure  of  it, 
and  not  retreating  with  fufficient  fpeed,  was  o- 
vertumed  by  his  tail,  with  which  he  lafhed  the 
boat  with  prodigious  fury  on  his  feeling  the  har- 
poon :  two  of  the  men  were  drowned  by  this  ac- 
cident, notwithftanding  which  the  fifh  was  ta- 
ken, and  though  they  no  way  recompenced  the 
lofs  of  our  tailors,  yet  it  was  a  good  prize,  the 
teeth  being  larger  and  whiter  than  the  for- 
mer. 

We  were  four  days  after  this  adventure  be- 
fore we  met  with  any  more,  and  were  about  to 
change  our  ftation,  when  we  fpied  four  large 
fifties,  three  of  which  we  took,  but  none  of 
them  had  any  horn  ;  and  in  twelve  hours  after 
dilcovered  five  more,  but  three  of  them  efcaped; 
and  two  hours  after  we  efpied  three  more,  one  of 
which  we  took,  each  of  whole  great  teeth  weigh- 
ed twenty-nine  pounds.  Two  days  after,  we 
caught  five  more,  among  which  was  one  with  a 
horn,  but  it  was  a  fmall  fifh  not  quite  feven  feet 
long. 

We  were  five  days  from  this  time  without  fee  • 
ing  any  more  fifh,  whereupon  we  took  the  ad- 
vantage of  a  north-eaft  wind  to  fail  towards 
Weygatz,  in  hopes  of  paffin?;  thole  ftreights, 
which,  if  practicable,  would  fhorten  the  paifage 
to  the  Eaft  Indies,  by  three  fourths. 

We  held  our  courie  tolerably  well  for  thirty- 
fix 
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fix  leagues,  but  were  unable  to  proceed  any  far- 
ther on  account  of  the  large  pieces  of  ice  that 
oppofed  our  pafTage,  and  thole  mountains  co- 
vered with  fnow  which  lie  at  the  mouth  of  the 
frozen  fea,  and  .-.re  known  by  the  name  of  Pater 
Nollers.  Huice  thefe  (heights  are  called  Wey- 
gatz,  which  fignifics  unpayable. 

We  now  came  to  an  anchor  on  the  eaftern  coaft 
of  Zembla,  when  one  of  the  feamen  landing,  was 
flruck  down  by  a  bear  which  came  behind  him, 
and  had  we  not  happily  (hot  the  bear  dead,  he 
would  certainly  have  been  deftroyed.  This  ac- 
cident deterred  the  reft  of  the  mariners  from'ven- 
turing  on  fhore. 

Soon  after  this,  three  bears  fwam  to  the  fide 
of  the  Ihip,  and  endeasoured  to  get  on  board  ; 
but  though  we  cut  oft  the  paws  of  one  of  them 
with  our  hatchets,  and    fhot  the  fecond  with   a 
muflcet,  the  third,  while  we  were  difpatching 
thefe,  mounted  the  fide  of  the  fhip,  and  got  up- 
on deck,  when    a  failor,  who   happened  to   be 
near  him,  roared  out  dreadfully  ;    on  which  we 
took  up  the   firft  offenfive  weapons   that  came   j 
to  our  hands,  and  the  favage  foon  fell  under  the   j 
multitude  of  our   blows  ;  while  others  fhot   at   j 
and  killed  two  more  that  were  fwimming  to- 
wards us. 

We  imagined  that  this  (laughter  would  have 
hindered  any  more  from  attempting  to  board  us; 
but  we  were  miftaken :  for,  in  a  few  hours  af- 
terwards, ten  or  twelve  more  came  as  far  to- 
wards us  on  the  ice  as  they  could,  and  then  took 
to  the  water,  making  directly  for  the  fhips  ;  but 
we  ufed  our  arms  fo  fuccefsfully  that  not  one  of 
them  efcaped. 

Many  others  ftill  approaching  from  the  high 
mountains,  we  found  that  it  was  in  vain  to  con- 
tend with  iuch  a  number  of  favage  enemies,  and 
therefore  we  weighed  anchor  and  flood  over  to 
the  weft  coaft  of  Zembla,  where  we  firft  anchor- 
ed, and  by  the  help  of  an  eaftern  breeze,  We  in 
fifteen  hours  got  clear  of  the  {freights  of  Wey- 
gatz,  but  not  without  great  danger  of  running 
upon  the  rocks  of  ice  that  lay  in  our  way. 

At  the  mouth  of  thefe  ftreights  there  is  a 
verdant  ifland  covered  with  fir  and  juniper-trees. 
Some  of  the  failors  going  on  fhore,  law  a  bird  fo 
large  as  to  be  fcarcely  able  to  fly ;  and  when  they 
returned  with  an  account  of  what  they  had  feen, 
I  defired  leave  to  land  with  a  number  of  men, 
to  catch  thefe  birds  :  which  being  granted,  we 
fhot  and  knocked  down  about  fixty  of  them, 
which  we  carried  on  board  with  us. 

Thefe  birds,  which  are  not  much  taller,  tho' 
a  great  deal  larger  than  fwans,  are  called  pen- 
guins. They  have  fharp  beaks,  under  which 
begins  a  gullet  that  reaches  to  the  middle  of  the 
breaft,  in  which  they  flock  their  provifion,  and 
take  it  out  to  eat  as  they  have  occafion  ;  they 
are  of  a  brown  colour,  and  have  webbed  feet  like 
thofe  of  a  goofe.  Their  flefh  is  very  palatable, 
tailing  fomewhat  like  a  wild-duck,  but  is  fatter 
and  more  delicious.  We  ate  heartily  on  thefe 
birds,  and  had  riot  fuch  a  feaft  in  all  our  voyage  •, 
but  before  we  dreffed  them  we  were  obliged  to 
take  off  the  fkin,  which  is  thick  and  very 
tough. 

Having  remained  two  days  at  this  ifland,  we 
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fet  fail  with  a  breeze  at  fouth  eaft,  and  in  about 
thirty  hours  arrived  at  a  cape,  near  which  we 
again  found  the  Zemblians  worfhipping  the 
fun. 

As  the  king  of  Denmark  was  very  defirous  of 
having  a  perfect  account  of  the  nature  and  riches 
of  Zembla,  and  for  the  more  eafily  acquiring 
that  knowledge,  had  commanded  our  officers  to 
bring  off  fome  of  the  natives,  we  relblved,  if 
poffible,  to  put  this  order  into  execution  ;  and 
thirty  perfons,  of  whicli  I  was  one,  were  or- 
dered to  land  in  the  long-boats  :  but  we  had 
fcarcely  got  over  the  fhip's  fide  before  we  dilco- 
vered  a  Zemblian  in  his  canoe  about  half  a  league 
from  land,  who  feeing  us  make  towards  him, 
rowed  fb  fail  that  it  was  impoffible  to  get  up  with 
him  •,  and  as  foon  as  he»got  on  fhore,  he  threw 
his  boat  on  Ids  fhoulder,  and  (led  with  the  fpeed 
of  a  flag  •,  nor  did  he  feem  encumbered  either 
with  his  boat  or  a  dart  which  he  held  in  his 
hand.  Howt  ver,  we  landed,  and  purfued  him 
towards  a  hill,  which  we  faw  him  afcend,  and 
he  was  quickly  out  of  fight. 

We  -now  gave  over  all  thoughts  of  taking  him ; 
but  as  we  were  returning  to  our  fhips,  wd  per- 
ceived two  Zemblians  farther  out  at  fea,  whom 
with  fome  difficulty  we  furrounded  and  feized  ; 
and  when  they  could  find  no  poffibility  of  el'cap- 
ing,  they  let  up  a  howling  that  was  the  molt 
hideous  I  had  ever  heard. 

Thefe  were  a  man  and  a  woman,  drefTed  in 
cloaths  made  of  the  skin  of  the  fea-calf,  with  the 
hairly  fide  outward,  and  their  waiftcoats  were 
formed  of  two  skins  joined  together,  the  tails 
dangling  before  and  behind  between  their  legs  : 
their  breeches  or  drawers  were  very  ftrait.  The 
man  appeared  to  be  about  fifty  years  of  age,  and 
though  his  head  was  bald,  he  had  around  beard 
of  a  chefnut  colour.  The  woman,  who  feemed 
to  be  about  thirty,  had  her  ears  and  nofe  boredj 
and  pendants  of  blue  flones  hanging  at  them. 
Their  features  were  extremely  difagreeable,  and 
they  were  fhorter  than  any  of  the  northern  peo- 
ple we  had  feen. 

We  took  them  into  one  of  our  boats,  and 
towed  their  canoe,  which  was  made  of  the  rib- 
bones  of  fifh  artfully  joined,  and  covered  with 
fifh-skins  fewed  together,  being  about  two  i'tct 
and  a  half  broad,  and  fixteen  feet  in  length. 
There  was  a  fifh-skin  drawn  over  it,  leaving  or  \y 
a  fmall  hole  in  the  middle,  in  which  the  owner 
fits,  and  having  drawn  the  skin  tight  about  him, 
and  tied  it  round  his  waift,  fo  that  not  a  drop  of 
water  can  enter,  he  commits  himfelf  to  the  mer- 
cy of  the  waves,  without  the  leaft  fear  of  founder- 
ing. 

Our  prifoners  were  fo  fullen  and  ftupid,  that 
it  was  in  vain  we  endeavoured  to  learn  anything 
from  them  ;  whereupon  thirty  of  us  landed 
again,  taking  with  us  feveral  days  provifions, 
and  went  in  two  companies  well  armed,  about  a 
hundred  yards  diftant  from  each  other  •,  and 
having  hid  ourlelves  in  caverns  under  the  rocks, 
polled  centinels  in  proper  places,  to  difcover  if 
any  lavages  approached,  whom  we  intended  ei- 
ther to  perfuadc  or  compel  to  fhew  us  their 
dwellings. 

We  were  now  two  days  without  feeing  any  of 
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the  natives,  when  at  length  one  of  our  centinels  I 
gave  us  notice  that  two  of  them  were  defcending 
a  hill  towards  the  lea-fide  ;  upon  which  we  di- 
vided ourfelves  into  companies,  at  proper  dif- 
tances,  and  the  poor  Zemblians  foon  entered 
the  fnare,  without  fufpefting  any  treachery,  till 
one  of  our  companions  difcharging  his  fuzee,  we 
all  made  our  appearance,  and  the  lavages  find- 
ing it  in  vain  to  fly,  were  eafily  taken. 

Thefe  perlbns,  though  male  and  female,  Were 
drefled  much  alike,  each  having  on  a  ilrait  pair 
of  breeches,  and  a  kind  of  waiftcoat,  the  fleeves 
of  which  reached  only  to  their  elbows,  the  reft 
of  their  arms  being  naked.  Their  garments  were 
of  Penguin's  fkins,  but  the  feathers  were  picked 
from  their  waiftcoats  before  and  behind.  They 
had  caps  in  the  form -of  a  fugar  loaf,  and  {lock- 
ings made  of  the  fkin  of  a  fea-calf  with  the  hair 
outwards.  The  man  feemed  to  be  about  twen- 
ty four  years  of  age ;  his  face  was  very  broad, 
his  nole  flat,  and  his  complexion  fwarthy;  He 
had  neither  beard  on  his  chin,  nor  hair  on  his 
head  :  at  his  back  hung  a  quiver  filled  with  ar- 
rows •,  he  had  a  bow  iti  his  hand,  and  an  axe  on 
his  (houlder. 

The  woman  appeared  to  be  about  twenty, 
and  held  a  dart  in  her  hand  :  her  hair  hung 
down  in  two  twilled  locks,  one  on  each  fhould- 
er  •,  fhe  had  blue  ftreaks  on  her  forehead  and 
chin,  and  her  ears  and  noftrils  had  holes  bored 
in  them,  in  which  hung  blue  ftones,  thofe  in 
her  ears  being  as  large  as  filberts*  and  thofe  in 
her  noie  about  the  fize  of  peafe. 

We  tried  every  method  in  our  power  to  induce 
them  to  ihew  us  where  they  dwelt,  but  without 
effect  :  they  were  as  refolute  and  fullen  as  thofe 
we  had  taken  in  the  boat :  we  therefore  carried 
them  on  board,  and  found,  though  fo  differently 
drefled,  they  were  acquainted  with  their  fellow 
prilbners.  Thefe  four  Zemblians  appeared  the 
moll  defpicablepart  of  the  human  fpecies  I  had 
ever  feen. 

Their  features  were  exceflively  difagfee- 
able,  and  when  they  walked  they  waddled 
like  ducks.  We  never  were  able  to  prevail  on 
them  to  eat  any  bread,  falt-meat,  or  filh,  nor 
drink  any  beer.  They  fometimes  tailed  our 
brandy,  but  had  an  utter  averfion  to  the  fmell  of 
tobacco.  They  had  fqueaking  voices  and  flunk- 
ing breaths.  The  wood-work  of  their  bows  and 
darts  was  very  heavy,  and  of  a  reddifli  brown  co- 
lour, but  that  of  the  arrows  was  much  lighter 
and  paler.  Their  needles,  the  points  of  their 
darts,  arrows,  and  all  their  other  lharp  inftru- 
ments,  were  made  of  filh- bones. 

It  being  now  the  latter  end  of  Auguft,  the 
fummer  declinirg  apace,  the  nights  growing  long, 
and  the  cold  increaling,  we  began  to  think  of 
returning  home  ,  and  therefore  weighing  anchor, 
held  on  a  fouthweft  courfe,  but  the  wind  fluff- 
ing to  the  fouthward,  obliged  us  to  make  the 
coaft  of  Greenland,  where  we  dropped  anchor  in 
the  midft  of  the  French  and  Dutch  fleet  employ- 
ed in  the  whale  fifhery. 

Thefe  Hups   feldom  lie    far  from  the  fhore  , 
for  the  whales,  which  are  caught   in  the  fame 
manner  as  the  fea-horfes,  are,  like  them,  com- 
monly found    near   the  land.     When  they  are 
.taken,  they  are  cut  in  pieces,  and  the  blubber 


being  taken  out  of  the  body,  is  put  into  large 
kettles,  and  melted  to  oil,  in  huts  erected  for 
that  purpofe  along  the  fea-fhore. 

During  our  ftay  here,  I  faw  one  whale  that 
yielded  three  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  weight  of 
good  bone,  which,  together  with  its  oil,  muft 
have  afforded  a  confiderable  profit.  Our  arrival 
in  this  place  proved  very  fortunate  for  our  Zem- 
blian  prifoners,  who  had  for  fome  time  pined 
for  want  of  whale  oilj  as  they  could  not  eat  any 
thing  unlefs  it  was  foaked  in  it,  and  our  ftock 
was  entirely  exhaufted  :  but  to  their  great  joy 
we  here  took  in  a  frelh  fupply; 

Having  remained  two  days  on  this  coaft,  we 
weighed  anchor  with  the  wind  at  north-eaft,  and 
about  five  o'clock  the  next  morning  we  faw  three 
funs  in  the  heavens,  one  above  another,  fo  equal- 
ly bright  that  it  was  hard  to  diftinguifh  the  real 
one. 

This  phenomenon  was  followed  by  a  very 
violent  Harm,  that  forced  us  to  take  in  all  our 
fails  except  the  mizen,  and  we  continued  to  drive 
upon  a  moll  boifterous  fea  for  a  day  and  a  night; 
and  a  failor  being  ordered  aloft  to  look  out,  dif- 
eovered  a  great  fire,  which  the  mailer  knew  to 
be  Mount  Hecla  in  Iceland,  to  which  coaft  we 
determined  immediately  to  Hand  over,  in  fearch 
of  a  harbour,  being  unable  to  keep  the  lea  any 
longer. 

On  our  approaching  the  coaft  of  Iceland,  we 
plainly  faw  the  flames  ifiuing  in  abundance  from 
the  mountain,  accompanied  by  a  loud  and  moft 
terrifying  noife.  We  found  many  rocks  on  the 
coaft,  and  the  fea  was  fo  extremely  rough,  that 
we  were  afraid  of  venturing  within  a  league  of 
land  ,  but  we  fleered  to  cape  Heri,  under  which 
we  anchored  in  fafety. 

Soon  after  we  had  anchored*  a  ftrong  party  of 
us  went  afhore  at  the  village  of  Heri,  whence 
we  proceeded  to  Kirkebar,  a  large  town  in  Ice- 
land, where  we  met  eight  or  nine  Danifti  mer- 
chants, who  were  equally  furprized  and  rejoiced 
at  feeing  us,  and  entercained  us  very  cordially 
with  diilies  of  frelh  meat,  good  bread,  and  ex- 
cellent wine.  They  informed  us  that  on  the 
preceeding  day  they  had  fo  violent  an  earthquake 
that  they  thought  the  whole  iiland  would  have 
been  fwallowed  up. 

Our  captain,  and  feven  others  of  us,  intima- 
timating  that  we  were  defirous  of  feeing  what- 
ever was  worthy  of  notice  in  the  ifland,  the  chief 
merchant  at  Kirkebar  provided  horfes  for  us  to 
go  into  the  country,  gave  us  one  of  his  fervants 
.md  two  Icelanders  to  be  our  guides,  and  fur- 
iiiflicdus  with  a  horfeloadof  provilions. 

Having  travelled  two  days  in  rugged  and  un- 
frequented ways,  we  found  ourfelves  about  five 
m'.les  from  mount  Hecla,  and  perceived  the. 
ground  ilrewed  with  alhes  and  pumice  ftones, 
over  which  we  pafTed  to  the  foot  of  the  moun- 
tain. The  weather  being  ferene  and  calm,  and 
feeing  no  flames  ifllie  out  of  the  volcano,  we  pro- 
pofed  to  go  up  to  the  top  ;  but  our  guides  in- 
forming us  that  if  we  went  farther  we  ihould  be 
in  danger  of  falling  into  pits,  where  we  might 
be  fuffocated  with  the  fumes  cauled  by  the  fire 
in  the  bowels  of  the  earth,  and  that  it  would  be 
impoflible  to  pull  us  out  ;  all  the  company  ex- 
1   cept  mylelf  declared  againft  proceeding  :  but  I 
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told  them,  that  if  they  would  flay  for  me  I  would 
go  up  alone ;  and  on  their  promifing  that  they 
Would,  I  immediately  prepared  to  afcend  the 
mountain,  when  one  of  the  Danifh  merchants 
whom  we  met  at  Kirkebar,  and  who  accompa- 
nied us  through  curiofity,  faid  he  would  go  with 
me. 

Having  left  our  horfes  to  the  care  of  thofe 
who  ftaid  behind,  we  boldly  ventured  forward, 
determined  to  reach  the  top  of  the  hill,  and 
were  often  up  to  the  calves  of  our  legs  in  afhes, 
which,  mixed  with  pumice  ftones,  lay  round  us 
all  the  way :  in  a  fhort  time  we  faw  a  large  flight 
of  crows  and  vultures,  that  had  their  nelts  near 
the  top  of  the  mountain  :  but  We  had  fcarcely 
gone  half  a  league,  when  the  ground  fhook 
under  us,  accompanied  with  a  dreadful  rumbling 
noife,  as  if  it  would  burflr,  at  the  fame  time  that 
the  earth  on  every  fide  fplit  into  chinks,  out  of 
which  iflued  blueifh  flames,  that,  while  they  im- 
pregnated the  air  with  a  ftrong  fuphureous  fmell, 
took  away  all  our  courage,  fo  that  we  turned 
back  much  more  nimbly  than  we  had  afcended, 
and  a  quarter  o/  an  hour  brought  us  to  the  bot- 
tom of  the  mountain. 

In  our  return  we  Were  enveloped  in  a  black 
cloud  of  fmoke,  that  rofe  out  of  the  mountain, 
which  covered  us  with  foot,  and  was  fo  thick 
that  it  quite  obfcured  the  light  of  the  fun  •,  while 
flames,  afhes  and  pumice  ftones,  fell  every  where 
found  us  like  hail,  and  our  ears  were  afiaulted 
by  the  moft  horrid  and  lamentable  founds,  that 
were  repeated  over  and  over,  by  a  multitude  of 
echoes  from  every  part  of  the  hill :  and  the 
dreadful  chafms  that  every  were  gaped  around  us, 
made  us  fincerely  repent  of  our  ill-timed  curio- 
fity. 

.Our  companions,  on  feeing  us  Come  down  fo 
faft,  and  fo  covered  with  foot,  burft  into  a  fit 
of  laughter,  which,  however,  foon  abated,  when, 
on  our  approaching  them,  we  both  dropped  down 
fpeechlefs.  They  inftantly  came  to  our  afllf- 
tance,  and  by  rubbing  our  temples,  noftrils  and 
hands  with  vinegar,  brought  us  to  ourfelves,  and 
then  revived  us  with  a  cup  of  canary.  Our 
llrength  and  fpirits  being  recovered,  we  related 
what  had  happened,  and  our  companions  con- 
gratulated us  on  an  efcape  which  they  owned 
was  miraculous. 

At  the  foot  of  mount  Hecla  we  found  a 
pumice  flone  as  large  as  a  hogfhead,  which  had 
been  lately  thrown  out  of  the  volcano  •,  when 
our  guides  feeing  us  aftonifhed  at  its  prodigi- 
ous fize,  told  us  that  they  had  feen  feveral 
much  larger,  and  fome  which  even  ten  men 
could  not  move. 

We  now  left  the  foot  of  the  mountain,  and 
after  riding  three  hours,  came  to  two  fountains, 
at  about  thirty  yards  diftance  from  each  other, 
one  of  which  is  fo  cold  that  it  is  faid  to  turn 
every  thing  that  is  put  into  it  into  iron,  and  the 
other  always  boiling  hot. 

When  we  came  to  the  cold  fpring,  I  put  into 
it  part  of  a  fmall  cane,  which,  to  my  great  fur- 
prize,  tranfmuted  into  a  matter  as  heavy  as  iron, 
almoft  all  the  properties  of  which  it  acquired. 

From  thence  we  went  to  the  boiling  fountain, 
and  faw  a  number  of  fowls  of  a  red  colour,  about 


the  bignefs  of  ducks,  fporting  on  the  furface  of 
the  water  •,  when  being  pleafed  with  the  novelty 
of  the  fight;  we  flood  for  fome  time  looking  at 
them  ;  but  oh  our  approaching  nearer,  they 
dived  to  the  bottom,  and  rofe  up  again  when  we 
were  at  a  diftance.  Our  guide  informed  us  that 
this  was  their  conflant  cullom,  fo  that  there  was 
no  poifibility  of  catching  them. 

From  this  fountain  we  travelled  to  the  fea- 
fide,  within  half  a  league  of  which  we  heard  the 
moil  piteous  lamentations,  which  feemed  to 
moan  all  along  the  coafl.  Thefe  founds  refem- 
bled  the  tone  of  a  human  creature  complaining, 
as  if  in  agony,  and  that  in  fo  doleful  a  manner, 
as  to  make  the  blood  thrill,  and  imprefs  the 
boldeft  heart  with  fear.  Our  ignorant  guides, 
who  were  natives  of  the  country,  would  fairt 
have  perfwaded  us  that  they  were  the  lamenta- 
tions of  the  damned,  who^  when  the  devil  had 
roafted  them  in  the  flames  of  Hecla,  cooled 
them  by  plunging  them  among  the  ice  upon  the 
coafl,  thus  tormenting  them  by  alternate  tran- 
fitions  from  the  extremes  of  heat  to  thofe  of 
cold. 

On  our  arrival  at  the  coafl,  we  found  that 
thefe  terrifying  founds,  which  were  confiderably 
augmented  by  the  echoes  of  many  neighbouring 
caverns,  were  only  occafioned  by  the  agitation 
of  the  ice  and  water,  driven  againft  the  rocks  by 
the  violence  of  the  winds. 

Having  ken  all  that  was  worth  our  obferva- 
tion,  we  returned  to  Kirkebar,  where  we  arriv- 
ed on  the  fixth  of  September  ;  and  having  flaid 
a  few  hours  in  the  town,  we  went  on  board, 
where  we  found  the  governor  of  the  iiland,  and 
the  bifhop  of  Sceltholt,  who,  hearing  that  we 
had  been  at  Zembla,  came  to  fee  our  fhips,  and 
to  difcourfe  with  us. 

As  Iceland  abounds  in  rich  paflures,  it  pro- 
duces great  plenty  of  all  forts  of  cattle  •,  and  the 
beafts  that  feed  in  thefe  paflures,  are  fo  fond  of 
an  herb  called  caitophe,  that  the  inhabitants  are 
obliged  to  flint  them  to  a  certain  quantity,  for 
fear  they  fhoiald  burfl  themfelves  :  but  though 
the  fields  look  green  and  pleafant,  yet  the  north- 
eaft  wind,  which  blows  with  great  violence,  is 
fo  very  cold,  that  no  wheat  or  other  grain  fit 
to  make  bread  will  ripen,  but  perifhes  in  the 
ground  or  in  the  bud. 

The  people  of  Iceland,  for  the  moft  part, 
dwell  in  caverns  hewn  out  of  the  rocks,  and  the 
reil  live  in  huts,  built  like  thofe  in  Lapland, 
fome  with  wood,  and  others  With  fifh  bones  co- 
vered with  turf  ;  and  both  they  and  their  cattle 
lie  under  the  fame  roof.  Their  beds  are  com- 
pofed  of  hay  or  ftraw,  upon  which  they  lie  in 
their  cloaths,  with  fkins  upon  them,  and  make 
but  one  bed  for  the  whole  family. 

Both  the  men  and  women  have  very  difagree- 
able  perfons  :  they  are  fwarthy,  and  drels  like 
the  Norwegians,  in  coats  made  of  the  fkins  of  the 
lea-calf  with  the  hair  outward,  having  no  other 
linen  than  fack-cloth.  They  live  by  rifhing,  are 
very  brutal  and  flovenly,  and  moft  of  them  pre- 
tend to  necromancy. 

It  is  pretended  that  the  devil,  whom  they 
worfhip  under  the  name  of  KobafjL  frequently 
appears  to  them  in  a  human  fhape.     They  have 
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a  kind  of  houfhold  god,  cut  out  of  a  piece  of 
wood  with  a  knife,  the  figure  of  which  is  very 
hideous.  This  idol  they  adore  privately,  and 
hide  it  for  fear  of  the  Lutheran  minifters,  who 
endeavour  to  convert  them  to  chriftianity. 

Three  days  after  our  going  on  board,  we  took 
the  opportunity  of  a  north  wind,  and  fet  fail. 
In  a  few  days  we  came  in  fight  of  Talfo,  a  pro- 
montory on  the  coaft  of  Norway,  about  four 
leagues  from  the  fea,  on  which  there  is  a  fmall 
city,  and  a  ftrong  cattle.  We  coafted  along  the 
fhore  about  twelve  hours,  when  the  wind  chang- 
ing, drove  us  at  lead  forty  leagues  backward  : 
this  gale  was  fucceeded  by  a  flat  calm,  and  while 
it  continued,  we  were  alarmed  by  a  water-fpout 
to  the  fouth-wcft  of  us,  which  we  did  our  bed 
to  avoid,  by  furling  all  our  fails  and  lowering 
our  yards  :  but  we  were  relieved  from  our  ap- 
prehenfions  by  its  breaking  about  two  leagues 
from  us. 

The  water-fpout  is  a  black  cloud  formed  like 
a  c  jiumn  between  the  iky  and  the  furface  of  the 
wi.er,  winch,  when  it  breaks,  difcharges  a  pro- 
digious cataract  of  water,  and  would  immedi- 
ately fink  any  fhip  on  which  it  fliould  chance  to 
fall. 

The  wind  coming  about  in  our  favour,  we 


continued  our  coaft  to  the  fouth-fouth-eaft,  and 
and  in  ten  days  arrived  at  Copenhagen,  where, 
having  faluted  the  caftle,  we  dropped  anchor,  and 
went  afhore. 

Two  days 'afterwards  our  fhips  were  ordered 
up  to  Chriftian-haven,  where  they  were  unladen, 
and  their  cargoes  proved  highly  advantageous  to 
the  owners  ;  one  of  whom  presented  his  Danifh 
majefty  with  the  two  horns  of  the  fea-horfes, 
which  were  efteemea  as  great  curiofities,  and  or- 
dered to  be  depofited  in  the  treafury  chamber. 
The  merchant  who  carried  them  to  court  was 
honoured  with  a  gold  chain  to  which  the  King's 
picture  was  affixed,  and  allowed  to  trade,  cuf- 
tom  free,  for  a  certain  term  of  years. 

At  the  command  of  the  king  we  took  the 
Zemblians  with  us  to  court,  where  every  one 
gazed  at  them  as  if  they  had  been  born  in  another 
world.  The  king  himfelf  admired  the  oddnefs 
of  their  drefs  and  the  ftrangenefs  of  their  figures, 
and  ordered  the  fteward  of  his  houfhold  to  give 
directions  for  their  being  kept  with  care,  well 
provided  for,  and  taught  the  Danifh  language, 
hoping  he  might  then  learn  fomething  of  them 
relating  to  their  country,  that  might  prove  ad- 
vantageous to  Denmark  :  but  I  never  heard  that 
they  afforded  his  majefty  that  fatisiaction. 
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CHAPTER     I. 

Our  author  fets  out  on  his  journey  ;  an  account  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  province  ofSirene  } 
his  paffage  to  Solikamjkoi ;  account  of  the  fait  works  near  that  city  ;  he  enters  Alia,  and 
in/its  the  count ?y  of  the  WoguIJki  Tartars,  whofe  manners  and  cufioms  he  defcribes  ;  our 
author  continues  his  journey,  and  arrives  at  the  city  of  Tobolefk,  which  is  defcribed  ;  the 
manner  in  which  Siberia  was  reduced  under  the  power  of  the  Ruffians  ;  the  river  Irtis  de* 
fcribed ;  the  manner  of  ufing  dogs  to  draw  fledges,  and  a  defer iption  of  that  kind  of  carriage 
over  the  fnow* 


JOHN  and  Peter  Alexowitz,  czars  of  Muf- 
covy,  having  refolved  to  fend  a  fplendid 
embafly  to  the  emperor  of  China,  Mr.  Eve- 
rard  Yfbrants  Ides  was  appointed  their  ambafTa- 
dor,  and  having  got  together  his  retinue,  and 
prepared  his  equipage,  he  fet  out  on  a  fledge 
from  Mofcow  on  the  fourteenth  of  March, 
1692. 

The  beginning  of  the  journey  was  very  dif- 
agreeable,  owing  to  violent  rains  which  accom- 
panied them  from  Mofcow  to  Vollogda,  and  oc- 
cafioned  fuch  an  inundation,  that  their  fledges 
almoft  fwam  over  the  remaining  ice  of  the  ri- 
vulets and  brooks. 

Having  reached  Vollogda  they  refted  three 
days,  during  the  two  firft  of  which  it  mowed  fo 
violently,  and  froze  fo  hard,  that  they  could  eafi- 
lypafs  all  the  rivulets  and  ditches  in  their  fledges, 
without  any  apprehenfion  of  danger.  They  ar- 
rived at  Suchina  on  the  twenty-third  of  the 
month-,  and,  without  flopping,  advanced  to  the 
city  of  Great  Ufliga,  where  the  rivers  Suchina 
and  Irga  unite,  and  form  the  famous  river 
Dwina,  the  name  of  which  fignifies  a  double 
river. 

The  courfe  of  the  Suchina  is  almoft  full  north, 
through  a  fertile  country,  and  its  banks  on  each 
fide  are  adorned  with  well  inhabited  villages. 
Several  travellers  going  from  Vollogda  to  Arch- 
angel, annually  pafs  this  river  in  lmall  fhips  : 
but  the  ftream  running  in  a  ftony  channel,  thofe 
fhips  which  pafs  it  mult  be  provided  with  good 
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plank  at  both  ends,  on  account  of  the  hidden 
rocks,  and  the  rapidity  of  the  ftream,  which 
would  otherwife  fink  them  to  the  bottom. 

At  the  mouth  of  this  river  is  fituated  the  city 
of  Great  Uftiga,  where  our  author  refted  one 
day,  and  proceeded  to  Solowitzjogda,  a  very 
large  city,  inhabited  by  many  confiderable 
merchants  and  curious  artificers  in  filvtr,  cop- 
per, and  bone.  Here  are  alfo  a  great  number 
of  fait  pits,  which  yield  great  quantities  of  fait, 
which  is  tranfported  to  Vollogda,  and  all  the  ad- 
jacent countries. 

Our  author  left  this  place  on  the  firft  of  A- 
pril,  and  the  fame  day  reached  the  province  of 
Sirene  or  Wolloft  Ufgy,  the  inhabitants  of 
which  fpeak  a  language  refembling  the  German 
Livonian  •,  forfomeofthe  retinue,  who  under- 
ftood  that  language,  could  comprehend  a  great 
part  of  what  thefe  people  fa  id. 

They  are  of  the  Greek  church,  and  fubject 
to  his  Czarifh  majefty,  to  whom  they  pay  a  tri- 
bute, though  they  are  not  under  the  jurifdiclion 
of  anv  viceroy  or  waywode,  but  chocle  their 
own  judges  among  themfelves  •,  and  important 
caufes,  which  cannot  be  decided  before  them,  are 
removed  to  the  foreign  pcfbliche  or  minlftcrs 
court  at  Mofcow. 

The  ftature  and  habit  of  thefe  people  is  net  very 
different  from  that  cf  the  Ruihan  peafants.  They 
all  live  by  agriculture,  except  that  part  of  them 
which  are  employed  in  the  manufacture  of  grey 
furs. 

They 
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They  do  not  live  in  cities  or  towns,  butmoft- 
ly  in  fmali  villages  built  in  the  woods  •,  and  they 
inhabit  a  large  traft  of  land,  which  extends  to 
the  city  of  Kaigorod,  and  is  above  ieventy  Ger- 
man miles  m  length. 

This  country  terminates  in  a  large  foreft, 
where  our  authcr  and  his  company  weie  again 
incommoaed  by  a  violent  rain,  and  luch  a  thaw, 
as  in  one  night's  time  lwelled  the  waters  to  that 
degree,  that  they  could  not  pais  without  great 
difficulty.  In  this  lunation  they  remained  tour 
<.Lr  s,  during  which  they  were  obliged  to  ftrug- 
gle  with  prodigious  inconveniencies  :  their 
?-es  fwatn  continually,  and  the  rivulets  and 
b'ooivS  on  each  fide  of  the  woods  poured  in  up- 
on them,  io  that  they  couid  fcarcely  advance, 
nor  could  they  return  at  any  rate  :  and  the  ice 
of  the  gr-at  rivers  would  bear  no  longer  :  not- 
withstanding which,  by  erecting  bridges,  and 
ufing  other  proper  methods,  they  on  the  fixth  of 
April  reached  Kaigorod,  a  itrong  city  on  the 
river  Kama. 

Our  author  nowdefigned  to  have  fet  forwards 
immediately  to  Sohkamtkoi,  the  chief  city  of 
Great  Permia  ■,  but  the  thaw  continuing,  oblig- 
ed him  to  itay  feveral  weeks,  till  the  opening 
of  the  river  Kama  favoured  his  departure  by 
water. 

HisvefTel  being  equipped,  and  the  Kama  free 
of  ice,  he  fet  forwards  on  the  twenty-third  of 
April,  and  on  the  twenty-feventh  arrived  at  So- 
likamfkoi,  which  is  a  fine,  large  and  rich  city, 
the  refidence  of  many  very  confiderable  mer- 
chants. 

In  the  neighbourhood  of  this  city  are  a  confide- 
rable number  of  falt-works,  and  near  fifty  fa- 
line  fprings,  from  twenty-five  to  thirty-five  ells 
deep,  out  of  which  great  quantities  of  fait  are 
taken  and  boiled,  and  thence  ihipped  off  in  great 
tide-fhipsbuiltfor  that  purpofe,  which  carry  from 
fixteen  hundred  to  two  thoufand  tons,  manned 
with  feven  or  eight  hundred  failors  and  labour- 
ers, and  furnifhed  with  kitchens,  bagnios,  and 
all  forts  of  conveniencies. 

Thefe  velTels  are  from  thtrty-five  to  forty  ells 
long,  and  carry  a  mail,  to  which  is  fixed  a  fail 
of  thirty  fathom  broad,  which  they  make  ufe  of 
to  fail  up  the  river  when  the  wind  is  fair  •,  but 
when  they  go  down  they  only  row,  and  that  chiefly 
to  keep  the  lhip's  head  right,  which  the  rudder  a- 
lone  is  not  ftrong  enough  to  do.  They  fioa 
along  the  Kama  with  the  tide,  till  it  falls  into 
the  famous  river  Wolga,  where  they  are  either 
towed  up  againft  the  tide,  or  fail  up,  if  the  wind 
be  favourable  ;  but  the  fait  is  unladen  at  feveral 
convenient  places  from  Kalan  to  Nifna  on  the 
Wolga. 

On  the  fourteenth  of  May  our  author  and  his 
train  i^z  out  from  Solikamikoi  by  water,  and 
palled  on  the  Ufolkat,  a  lfnall  river  about  half  a 
mile  from  the  city,  again  into  the  Kama,  which 
is  a  beautiful  river,  the  banks  of  which  are  adorn- 
ed with  fine  large  villages  and  towns,  feveral 
very  expenfive  falt-works,  fertile  corn  grounds, 
fruitful  lands,  and  fpacious  fields  beautified  with 
all  forts  of  flowers,  w  oods,  &.c. 

"  On  the  Kama,"  fays  our  author,  "  we  drove 
£-  entirely   out  of  Europe  into  Aha  j  and  on 


"  Whitfunday  I  went  afhore,  and  upon  a  high 
"  and  beautiful  hill,  ate  my  bit  dinneLJn.that 
n  part  of  the  world  on  the  gnrfs  :  and  after 
"  I  had  drank  a  glafs  of  wine,  as  a  farewell  to 
"  dear  Europe  I  immediately  returned  on  board, 
"  in  order  to  proceed  on  our  voyage  along  the 
"  river." 

Having  now  entered  the  Afiatick  river  Su- 
zawaia,  their  pafiage  became  very  tedious,  for 
they  were  obliged  to  be  tow.:  a  along  with  a  line 
for  twelve  days,  at  the  end  of  which  they  touch- 
ed at  a  pleafaht  Ihore,  among  the  Tartars  of 
Wogulfld. 

Our  author  fays  that  thecountries  on  the  fides 
of  this  river,  deferve  to  be  reckoned  anion"  the 
moft  charming  in  the  world,  and  that  when  he 
landed  to  divert  himfelf,  and  went  within  land 
towards  the  hills,  he  eStry  where  found  the  finelt 
flowers  and  plants,  which  peifumed  the  air  with 
the  fragrance  of  their  fmell. 

The  Wogulfkian  Tartar-  -ire  naturally  rebuff, 
and  have  remarkably  large  heads.  Their  whole 
relie-ious  worfhip  confifls  in  making:  an  offering; 
once  a  year,  v.  hen  they  go  in  crcuds  into  the 
woods,  and  killing  one  of  each  fpecies  of  beafts, 
they  flea  off  the  fkins,  hang  up  the  carcafles  on 
a  tree,  and  falling  proftrate  to.  the  earth  offer  up 
their  prayers  ;  after  which  they  cat  the  flefh  and 
return  home,  which  being  dene,  they  are  free 
from  the  trouble- of  praying  for  that  year. 

They  acknowledge  a  God  who  reigns  over  the- 
fun,  moon  and  flats  ;  and  likewife  a  refurrection 
of  the  dead  ;  but  deny  that  there  is  any  devil, 
becaufe  he  never  appeared,  or  revealed  himfelf 
to  them. 

When  any  of  them  die  th.ev  lament  over  the 
corps  in  a  difmal  manner,  and  the  hufband  is 
obliged  not  to  man}  again  for  a  year  after  the 
death  of  his  wife.  With  the  body  they  bury  all 
the  bell  apparel  and  ornament^  of  the  decea'ed, 
with  fome  money,  according  to  his  or  her  cir- 
cumftances,  that  they  may  have  clouths  to 
wear,  and  fomething  to  fpend  at  the  refurrec- 
tion. 

If  a  favourite  dog  dies,  they  erect  in  honour 
of  him,  a  fmall  wooden  hut,  on  four  props  of 
earth,  in  which  they  lay  the  dead  animal,  and 
fuffer  him  to  continue  there  as  long  as  the  hut 
lafts. 

They  marry  as  many  wives  as  they  can  keep ; 
and  when  any  of  thefe  is  pregnant,  and  near  her 
delivery,  flic  is  obhged  to  retire  into  a  hut  in  a 
wood,  creeled  for  that  purpofe,  where  fhe  is 
delivered  ;  and  the  hufband  and  fhe  are  not  per- 
mitted to  come  near  each  other  for  two  months 
afterwards. 

When  a  man  is  inclined  to  marry,  he  pur- 
chafes  the  bride  of  her  father.  The  marriage 
ceremony  confifts  only  in  treating  the  neareff  re- 
lations of  both  parties,  after  which  the  bride- 
groom goes  to  bea  to  the  bride.  They  have  no 
prieib,  nor  marry  nearer  than  the  fourth  degree 
of  confanguinity.  The  drefs  of  thefe  people 
will  be  better  conceived  by  the  print  herewith 
given,  than  by  any  verbal  defcription. 

Their  dwellings  afe  quadrangular  rooms, 
built  of  wood,  like  thsfe  of  the-  R  jfaan  \ pcafants  -; 
only  inftead  of  oven*  they  ufe  hearths,  en  which 

they 
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they  burn  wood,  and  drefi  their  victuals.  ,  The 
fmoke  goes  out,  and  the  light  enters  through  a 
nolo  in  the  top  of  the  roof.  They  have  no 
chairs,  but  inftead  of  theno,  broad  benches  round 
the  room,  on  which  they  fit  with  their  legs  a- 
crofs,  like  the  Pcrfuns,  and  on  thefe  they  fleep 
at  night. 

They  furnifh  themfclves  with  provifions  by 
their  bows  and  arrows,  and  their  chief  game  are 
elks,  whole  herds  of  which  are  common  here  : 
thefe  they  cut  in  pieces,  anil  hang  on  the  out- 
fide  of  their  houies  to  dry  ;  and  if  it  happens  to 
rain  on  the  flefh,  fo  that  it  begins  to  ftink, 
they  dry  it  again,  and  eat  it  as  a  great  delicacy  ; 
but  they  will  not  eat  the  flelh  of  hogs  or 
fowls. 

•  They  have  a  method  of  catching  wild  beafts,  : 
by  placing  a  large  bow  in  the  woods,  fattening 
a  fixing  to  it,  to  which  they  fix  fome  corn  or  o- 
ther  bait,  leaving  only  a  place  for  the  game  to 
enter;  fo  that  the  bead  which  comes  in  there 
muft  neceffarily  touch  the  lhare,  on  which  the 
arrow  flies,  and  entering  the  beaft,  brings  him 
to  the  ground.  They  alfo  dig  large  pits  in  the 
woods,  which  they  cover  with  reeds  and  grals, 
into  which  the  beafts  fall,  and  are  eafily  ta- 
ken. 

Thefe  Tartars  live  in  villages  all  along  the 
river  Juzawaia,  to  the  caftle  of  Utka,  and  are 
under  the  protection  of  his  Czarifh  majefty,  to 
whom  they  pay  tribute.  The  extent  of  land 
which  they  inhabit,  is  about  eight  hundred  Ger- 
man miles. 

On  the  firft  of  June  our  author  arrived  at  the 
caltle  of  Utka,  which  is  a  frontier  fortification 
againft  the  Bafkirian  and  Uffimifchian  Tartars. 

While  he  was  at  this  place,  an  UfHmifchian 
Tartarian  gentleman  came  thither  in  fearch  of 
his  wife,  to  whom  he  had  been  long  married, 
and  who  had  eloped  from  him  without  any  pro- 
vocation :  but  when  he  could  not  find  her  a- 
mong  the  peafants,  he  comforted  himfclf,  fay- 
ing, he  was  the  feventh  hufband  fhe  had  left, 
who  were  all  living. 

Mr.  Ides  and  his  retinue  departed  from  Utka 
in  waggons,  through  a  fine  country  every  where 
inhabited  by  Ruffians,  to  Neuianfkoi,  where 
they  again  took  water,  and  drove  with  the  tide, 
betwixt  two  populous  fliores,  adorned  with  well 
built  villages  and  caftles,  inhabited  by  Ruffian 
Christians- 

On  the  twenty-fifth  of  the  month  they  reached 
the  city  of  Tumeen,  which  is  fbrong  and  popu- 
lous. Three  parts  of  its  inhabitants  are  Ruffians, 
and  about  a  fourth  part  Mahometan  Tartars, 
wiio  drive  a  confiderable  trade  to  the  Kalmick 
countries,  Bucharia,  &c.  and  great  numbers  of 
thefe  people  live  difperfed  all  round  the  country, 
fubfifting  on  agriculture  and  fifhing. 

A  few  miles  diftant  from  Tumeen  is  a  wood, 
which  abounds  with  the  very  fineft  grey  fquir- 
rels,  that  keep  their  colour  both  fummer  and 
winter  :  they  are  as  large  as  the  common  fquir- 
rels  ;  the  leather  prepared  from  their  ikins  is 
very  ftrong,  nor  are  they  to  be  found  any  where 
elfe  in  the  whole  Mufcovite  empire.  It  is  for- 
bidden under  a  great  fine,  to  fell  them  to  the 
merchants,  for  they  are  preferved  for  the  ufe  of 


the  czar.  Thefe  animals  are  faid  to  kill  and  cat 
all  the  other  fpecies  of  grey  fquirrels  that  come 
into  their  wood. 

Our  author  having  engaged  frefh  rowers,  and 
foldiers  to  defend  him  againft  the  roving  Tar- 
tars, left  this  place,  and  went  down  the  river 
Tobol,  the  fliores  of  which  on  each  fide  are  low 
and  moift  ground,  which  in  the  i'pring  is  under 
water,  fo  that  there  are  fcarcely  any  inhabitants 
near  the  fliorc  ;  but  farther  in  land  on  each  fide  it 
is  abundantly  peopled,  partly  by  Ruffians,  and 
partly  by  Mahometan  Tartars. 

On  the  firft  of  July  our  author  arrived  at'To- 
bolefk,  the  chief  city  of  Siberia,  which  is  fur- 
rounded  by  a  large  ftone  cloyikr,  with  high 
watch  towers,  which  has  the  appearance  of  a  for- 
tification. This  place  is  (ituated  on  a  high  and 
very  large  hill,  at  the  bottom  of  which  runs  the 
river  Irtis,  the  banks  of  which  are  inhabited  by 
Mahometan  Tartars  and  Buchars,  who  drive 
a  great  Trade  up  that  river  into  the  Kal- 
makian  countries,  and  carry  their  goods  to 
China. 

The  city  of  Tobolcsk  is  defended  by  a  ftrong 
garrifon,  and  upon  order  from  the  czar  can  bring 
nine  thouland  men  into  the  field  ;  befides  which 
there  are  feveral  thouland  Tartars,  who  terve  on 
horfeback.  It  is  the  place  of  refidence  of  the 
metropolitan  or  chief  eoclefiaflic,  who  is  fent 
from  Mofcow,  and  excercifes  fpiritual  jurildic- 
tion  over  all  Siberia  and  Dauria. 

About  a  hundred  years  before  our  author 
wrote  his  account,  the  city  of  Tobolcsk,  and  the 
whole  province  of  Siberia  became  fubject  to  the 
Czar  by  the  following  accident.  Jeremak  Ti- 
mefeiewitz,  a  very  famous  robber  in  the  reign 
of  the  Czar  Ham  Wafilewitz,  having  plundered 
thefe  and  all  the  adjacent  countries,  had  greatly 
injured  the  fubjecls  of  hisCzariili  majefty.  Being 
purfued,  he  and  his  companions  fled  up  the  ri- 
ver Kama,  and  from  thence  into  the  river  Izu- 
waja,  which  falls  into  the  Kama,  where  lie  the 
lands  of  Stroginoff,  then  famous  for  his  vaft 
eftate  and  iron  works,  which  take  up  the  great- 
eft  part  of  the  fhore,  and  ftretch  to  the  length  of 
feventy  German  miles. 

To  this  rich  man  the  robber  applied  for  pro- 
tection, and  begged  his  intereft  in  obtaining  his 
Czarifh  Majefty's  pardon,  offering  at  the  lame 
time,  by  way  of  atonement,  to  reduce  the  whole 
province  of  Siberia  to  the  obedience  of  the 
C«:ar. 

Stroginoff  immediately  afnftcd  him  with  barks* 
arms,  ammunition  and  men  •,  and  thus'furnifh- 
ed,  and  accompanied  by  his  fellow  robbers  in 
light  barks,  he  paffed  up  the  river  Serebrenfkoy, 
which  runs  by  the  nonh-eaft  of  the  Werchatu- 
rian  hills,  and  falls  into  the  .Izuwap.  Thence 
he  conveyed  his  equipage  by  land  to  the  river 
Tagin,  on  which  he  failed  into  the  Tura,  took 
the  fort  of  Tumeen  fituate  thereon,  razed  it  to 
the  ground,  and  advanced  up  the  river  Tobol 
to  Tobokfk,  where  then  refided  a  Tartarian 
prince,  of  about  twelve  years  of  age,  whole  de- 
fendant is  ftill  honoured  with  the  title  of  the 
Siberian  Czarewit?.  This  city  he  likewife  at- 
tacked and  took  with  fmall  lofs.  after  which 
he  carried  the  prince  prifoner  to  Mofcow,  and 
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put  the  conquered  city  into  a  better  poflure  of 
defence. 

After  this  fuccefs  he  proceeded  down  the  river 
Jetifch ;  but  was  attacked  in  the  night  by  a 
party  of  Tartars,  not  far  from  Tobolefk,  who 
cut  off  a  great  number  of  his  men.  and  he  him- 
iclf,  endeavouring  to  leap  from  one  bark  to  ano- 
ther, fell  fhort,  and  being  funk  by  the  weight 
of  his  armour,  the  body  was  never  found. 

In  the  mean  time  Stroginoff  had  obtained  the 
Czar's  pardon  for  Jeremak  ;  and  ieveral  hun- 
dred Mufcovite  officers  and  foldiers  came  and 
garrifoned  the  places  which  he  had  taken  :  and 
from  this  period  is  dated  the  fovereignty  of  the 
czar  over  Siberia. 

The  Tartars  that  live  for  fome  miles  round 
Tobolesk,  are  all  Mahometants.  "  Being  cu- 
rious," fays  our  author,"  to  fee  their  religious 
"  worfhip,  the  Waiwrde  went  with  me,  and -by 
"  virtue  of  his  authority,  gave  me  an  opportu- 
"  nity  which  they  will  not  allow  another  perfon. 
"  Their  mofques  or  churches  had  large  win- 
"  dows  round  them,  all  which  were  fet  open  : 
"  the  floors  were  covered  with  tapiftry,  befides 
M  which  there  were  no  ornaments.  All  perfons 
"  at  their  entrance  leave  their  fhoes  or  flippers  at 
"  the  door,  and  fet  themfelves  down  in  rows, 
"  with  their  legs  under  them.  The  chief  prieft 
"  fat  in  a  white  callico  habit,  with  a  white  Tur- 
"  kifli  turban  on  his  head.  I  heard  a  perfon 
"  who  ftood  behind  the  aflembly  cry  out  with 
*'  a  hoarfe  loud  voice,  and  after  he  had  faid 
"  fomething  to  them,  they  all  fell  on  their 
"  knees.  Then  the  prieft  uttered  fome  words, 
"  and  afterwards  cried  out,  Alia,  Alia,  Maho- 
"  met,  which  the  whole  aflembly  repeated  af- 
"  ter  him  three  times  fucceffively,  proftrating 
"  themfelves  on  the  ground.  This  being  done, 
"  the  prieft  looked  into  both  his  hands,  as  tho' 
"  he  defigned  to  read  fomething  there,  and  re- 
.  "  peated,  Alia,  Alia,  Mahomet :  he  then  look- 
"  ed  firft  over  his  right  fhoulder,  and  then  over 
"  his  left,  which  all  the  people  did  after  him, 
"■  and  fo  their  fhort  devotion  ended." 

The  Mufti  or  chief  prieft  is  an  Arabian,  whom 
they  highly  reverence  •,  they  likewife  greatly 
efteem  any  perfon  who  can  read  or  write  the 
Arabic  language.  This  prieft  invited  our  author 
to  his  houfe,  which  was  near  the  Mofque,  where 
he  treated  him  with  a  difh  of  tea. 

Our  author  having  provided  himfelf  with 
barks,  foldiers  for  defence,  and  other  neceffaries, 
left  Tobolesk  on  the  twenty-fecond  of  July,  fail- 
ing down  the  river  Irtis  ■,  and  on  the  twenty- 
eight  of  the  fame  month  arrived  at  Samarosky- 
Jam,  where  he  took  in  frefh  rowers,  and  or- 
dered mafts  to  be  erected  in  the  larger  veffels, 
in  order  to  fail  up  the  river  Oby,  if  the  wind 
fhould  prove  favourable. 


The  river  Irtis  appears  to  be  a  while  light 
water  :  it  rifes  among  the  hills  in  the  Kalmac- 
kian  country,  and  its  courfe  is  from  the  fcuth  to 
the  north-eait,  paffing  down  through  the  two 
lakes  of  Kabako  and  Saifan.  Its  whole  fouth- 
eaft  fhore  from  beginning  to  end,  confitTs  of  high 
hills,  on  which  cedar-trees  are  fcattered  here  and 
there.  The  no  rth-  weft  fhore  is  low  paftu  re  ground, 
and  on  this  fide  are  pio  igious  numbers  or  large 
black  bears,  wolves,  and  red  and  grey  foxes. 

The  inhabitants  of  Samarosky-Jam  related 
the  following^  ftory  to  our  author,  as  an  un- 
doubted fact,  which  happened  the  year  before 
he  was  there.  In  the  time  of  harvelt,  early  in 
the  morning,  a  bear  of  extraordinary  fize  broke 
into  one  of  the  cow-houfes  of  that  town,  feized 
a  cow,  held  her  faft  by  the  fhoulder  with  his 
two  fore-feet,  and  carried  her  off,  going  on  his 
hinder  fee:  only.  Upon  the  lowing  of  the  cow, 
the  owner  and  fevcral  of  the  neighbours  came 
out,  and  attacked  the  bear  with  clubs  ■,  not- 
withftanding  which  he  would  not  part  with  his 
prey,  till  they  fired  and  killed  the  cow. 

Moil  of  the  inhabitants  here  are  Ruffian  Jem- 
slacks,  who  are  in  the  pay  of  hisCzarifh  Majefty, 
for  which  they  fupply  the  Wai«odes  that  are  or- 
dered this  way,  and  all  other  perfons  who  travel 
on  the  Czar's  affairs  in  Siberia,  with  carriages 
and  men  to  work  them  ;  and  are  obliged  to 
carry  them  by  water  in  fummer,  and  over  the 
ice  in  winter,  as  far  as  Surgut,  fituate  on  the 
Oby,  at  a  very  reafonable  price. 

Thefe  people  keep  great  numbers  of  dogs, 
which  they  make  ufe  of  to  travel  with  in  winter, 
for  it  is  utterly  impoffible  to  pafs  this  country 
with  he  rie  fledges,  en  account  of  the  fnowon  the 
river  Oby,  which  frequently  lies  above  a  fathom 
deep,  fo  that  no  horie  could  travel. 

Thefe  dogs  are  yoaked  two  to  each  fltdge, 
which  is  made  very  light  and  thin,  and  carries 
from    two    to   three  hundred  German   weight. 

Thefe  dogs  draw  the  fledges  very  fwiftly  over 
the  fnow,  on  which  they  leave  a  trace  of  only 
about  an  inch  in  depth.  If  while  they  ate  on  a 
journey  the  mafter  is  inclined  to  hunt,  lie  takes 
his  gun,  puts  on  his  Aiding  fhoes,  takes  his 
dogs  with  him,  and  goes  into  a  neighbouring 
wood  ;  and  if  he  is  fuccefsful,  the  dogs  are  fed 
with  the  fiefh  of  the  game,  and  the  skins  arc 
the  mailer's  property. 

Thefe  ufeful  dogs  are  of  the  middle  fize,  with 
fharp  nofes,  and  long  ears  which  they  carrv 
eredt  :  their  tails  likewife  turn  upwards  ;  and 
iOme  of  them  are  upon  the  whole  fo  much  like 
wolves  or  foxes,  that  they  have  been  fhot  by 
miftake  for  thole  animals,  while  lying  afleep  in 
the  woods.  It  is  likewife  affirmed,  that  thefe 
dogs  mix  their  flrain,  by  a  promifcuous  copu- 
lation v/itli  wolves  and  foxes. 
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Cur  author  arrives  at  the  city  of  Surgut  ;  account  of  the  foxes,  beavers,  and  other  beajls  in  the 
adjacent  country  ;  the  author  pajfes  up  the  river  Oby  ;  an  account  of  the  OJiiacks  nvho  inhabit 
its  banks,  their  cujioms  and  manner  of  living  ;  The  author  vifits  a  prince  of  the  OJiiacks  ;  a 
dejcription  of  his  habitation  ;  farther  account  of  the  Of  lacks  ;  the  difficult  pajjage  of  the 
river  Keta  ;  the  rijk  our  author  ran  of  periling  thereon  ;  account  of  the  Skamanjkoy  water- 
fall ;  Our  author  vifts  the  Skaman  or  necromancer ;  an  account  of  him,  and  of  the  methods 
he  took  to  deceive  the  Tungujians,  'with  a  detail  of  the  manners  and  cujioms  of  thofe  people. 


HAVING  prepared  all  things  for  his  de- 
parture, our  author  left  Samarosky-Jam 
on  the  twenty-ninth  of  July,  and  with 
two  large  tide-fnips,  drove  down  the  moft  con- 
venient arm  of  the  Irtis,  to  the  celebrated  river 
Oby,  which  he  reached  early  the  next  day,  and 
on  the  fixth  of  Auguft  arrived  at  the  city  of  Sur- 
gut, on  the  eaftern  fhore  of  the  Oby. 

The  inland  country  for  fome  diftance  eaft- 
wards  of  Surgut,  and  alfo  farther  up  the  Oby, 
produces  not  only  fables,  but  the  fineft  and  larg- 
effc  ermines,  and  the  beft  and  richeft  fox-fkins 
which  are  any  where  found.  Among  the  beft 
of  thefe  fox-skins,  which  are  referved  for  the  ufe 
of  his  Czarifh  majefty,  there  are  fome  which  are 
valued  from  two  to  three  hundred  rubles  a  skin, 
and  are  fo  very  black,  that  the  blackeft  Daurian 
fable  is  not  comparable  to  them.  The  follow- 
ing ftory  refpecling  one  of  thefe  foxes  is  confi- 
dently related  ;  we  however  give  it  not  as  a  fact, 
but  leave  our  readers  to  judge  of  it  as  they 
pleafe. 

The  year  before  our  author  was  there,  in  a 
village  adjacent  to  Surgut,  an  extraordinary 
fine  fox  was  difcovered  by  a  peafant,  who  on 
fight  of  him  let  loofe  his  dogs.  The  fox  was 
within  fight,  and  the  dogs  foon  got  up  to  him  ; 
but  when  the  fubtle  animal  found  that  it  was 
impoffible  to  efcape  the  hounds  by  flight,  he  ran 
fawning  to  meet  them^  tumbled  on  his  back  be- 
fore them,  licked  their  mouths,  and  ran  back- 
wards and  forwards  playing  with  them.  The 
dogs  foftened  by  his  fawning  treatment,  did  the 
fox  no  manner  of  hurt,  but  fuffered  him  to  ef- 
cape into  the  wood  ;  fo  that  the  poor  peafant, 
having  no  fire-arms  at  hand,  loft  fight  of  his 
prey,  notwithftanding  his  utmoit  vigilance. 

Two  days  afterwards,  the  fame  fox  returned 
to  the  fame  place,  which  the  peafant  no  fooner 
faw,  than  he  took  with  him  his  beft  dog,  which 
was  a  white  one,  and  filled  with  frefh  hopes  of 
his  rich  game,  runs  this  dog  at  the  fox ;  but  the 
black  dogs  flew  to  his  defence,  and  while  he  was 
fawning  on  them  the  white  hound  was  fo  cun- 
ning as  to  fawn  at  firft,  but  being  come  within 
reach  he  took  a  good  leap  at  the  fox,  who  had 
certainly  been  taken,  had  he  not,  with  the  lofs 
of  fome  of  the  skin  from  his  fide,  fprung  nimbly 
from  the  dog,  and  efcaped  into  a  thick  wood, 
where  it  was  in  vain  to  look  for  him. 

At  length  however  the  peafant  was  too  hard 
for  this  fubtle  fox  -,  for  he  coloured   his   white 
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dog  all  over  black,  that  the  fox,  who  was  be- 
come fhy  of  him,  might  not  know  him  ;  which 
being  done,  he  went  in  fearch  of  the  fox  with 
his  dyed  dog,  who  was  fo  fortunate  as  to  fmell 
him  out  -,  and  the  fox  feeing  the  difguifed  dog* 
fawned  on  him  without  the  leaft  fear,  taking  him 
for  one  of  the  former  black  hounds.  Thus  they 
approached  each  other,  till  the  dog,  watching 
his  opportunity,  feized  the  carelefs  fox  •,  and 
thus  the  peafant  was  well  paid  for  his  trou- 
ble, for  he  fold  the  skin  for  an  hundred  ru- 
bles. 

Here  are  likewife  great  numbers  of  thofe  which 
are  called  crofs-foxes,  whofe  skins  are  a  mixture 
of  black  and  grey.  Red  foxes,  hyenas,  and 
beavers,  are  likewife  very  plentiful  in  this  country; 
but  the  hysenas  are  very  mifchievous  beafts  and 
live  on  prey.  Thefe  place  themfelves  in  the  trees* 
where  they  lie  very  clofe,  till  a  hart,  elk,  doe  or 
hare  runs  under  the  tree,  from  which  they  leap, 
and  feizing  their  prey  by  the  belly,  gnaw  till  it  is 
dead. 

One  of  the  Waiwodes  kept  a  hyjena  for  his 
diverfioh,  which  he  put  into  the  water,  and  let 
two  dogs  loofe  at  him  •,  but  he  immediately 
leaped  upon  the  head  of  one  of  them,  and  held 
him  under  water  till  he  was  drowned  ;  then 
fwimming  to  the  other,  he  would  have  treated 
him  in  the  fame  manner,  if  he  had  not  been  in- 
terrupted by  throwing  pieces  of  wood  at  him, 
till  the  dog  had  an  opportunity  of  fwimming 
out. 

The  Beavers  herd  here  in  great  numbers,  and 
the  greater  part  of  their  food  being  fifh,  they 
harbour  on  the  fhores  of  thofe  rivers  which  a- 
bound  moft  with  fifh,  and  are  not  much  incom- 
moded by  paflengers.  In  the  lpring  they  affemble 
themfelves  into  a  fociety,  and  feizing  upon  fome 
of  their  number,  oblige  them  to  ferve  as  flaves. 

They  fell  trees  with  their  teeth,  which  they 
carry  to  their  dwellings,  and  there  hack  out  the 
wood  to  a  certain  length,  which  they  artificially 
fix  together,  making  chefts,  in  which  they  lay 
up  ftore  ofprovifions  for  the  winter.  When  the 
feafon  approaches  in  which  the  female  beavers 
bring  forth  their  young,  the  whole  body  of  them 
go  together,  and  frequently  gnaw  a  large  tree 
till  it  falls  down  :  they  then  convey  it  to  their 
holes  by  water,  and  rear  it  upright  before  the 
entrance  of  the  holes,  fo  artificially,  that  the  tree 
ftands  perpendicular  in  the  water  above  four  feet 
deep,  and  is  fo  firmly  fixed,  that  though   the 
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wind  blows  ever  fo  hard  the  tree  remains  in  its 
place. 

The  Ruffians,  as  well  as  the  Oftiacks,  who 
go  to  hunt  the  beavers,  always  avoid  the  de- 
ftrudion  of  a  whole  neft  or  kennel ;  for  tho'  they 
fhoot  all  the  reft,  they  make  a  point  of  leaving  a 
couple,  male  and  female,  in  order  to  furnifh 
them  with  frefh  game  in  the  lame  place  the  next 
year. 

Our  author  and  his  retinue  having  palled  fe- 
veral  miles-  up  the  Oby,  part  of  which  they 
failed,  and  were  towed  the  reft  with  a  line,  they 
on  the  thirteenth  of  Auguft  pafled  by  the  mouth 
of  the  Wagga,  which  takes  its  rife  among  the 
Truganian  mountains.  This  is  a  large  river  the 
water  of  which  is  brown,  and  its  courfe  north- 
north-weft  into  the  Oby,  on  this  fide  of  Narun, 
at  which  cicy  they  arrived  on  the  twenty-fourth 
of  the  month.  It  is  fituated  on  the  fide  of  the 
river,  in  a  fine  country,  and  is  provided  with  a 
caftle  in  which  is  agarriibn  of  Coffacks. 

The  banks  of  the  Oby  to  this  place  are  inha- 
bited by  a  people  called  Oftiacks,  who  worfhip 
their  own  gods,  which  are  made  of  wood  and 
earth,  in  various  fhapes  ;  yet  they  acknowledge 
a  fupreme  God,  who  governs  all  things  ;  but  to 
him  they  pay  no  worfhip.  Some  of  the  richeft 
among  them  drefs  their  deities  in  filken  cloaths 
made  after  the  fafhion  of  thofe  of  the  Ruffian 
women. 

All  of  them  have  thefe  idols  placed  in  their 
huts,  which  are  made  of  the  bark  of  trees,  few- 
ed  together  with  the  guts  of  beafts.  On  one 
fide  of  the  god  hangs  a  bunch  of  human  and 
horfes  hair,  and  near  that  a  wooden  veflel  with 
milk  and  pap,  with  which  they  daily  fupply  the 
idols,  and  thruft  it  into  their  mouths  with  a 
fpoon  made  for  that  purpofe  ;  but  as  the  idols 
cannot  fwallow  the  milk  diet,  it  runs  out  of  their 
mouths  down  their  whole  bodies,  where  it  re- 
mains in  fuch  a  filthy  manner  as  is  perfectly  dif- 
guftins;. 

When  they  pay  adoration  to  thefe  gods,  they 
ftand  before  them  in  an  ereft  pofture,  toffing 
their  heads  backwards  and  forwards,  without 
bending  their  bodies  in  the  leaft  •,  befides  which 
they  chirrup  or  whiftle  through  their  lips,  as  we 
do  when  we  call  a  dog  ;  and  all  their  devotion 
confifts  in  thefe  fooleries.  Thefe  deities  they 
call  by  the  name  of  Saitarf. 

Some  of  the  Oftiacks  came  one  day  on  board 
the  ihip  in  which  Mr.  Ides  was,  to  fell  fifh  •,  when 
one  of  his  fervants  having  a  Nurenburg  Bear  in 
clock-work,  which,  when  wound  up,  drummed 
and   turned  his   head  backwards   and  forwards, 
and  continually  moved  his  eyes  till  the  work  was 
down  •,  he  fet  the  bear  at  play  ;  and  as   foon  as 
the  Oftiacks  faw  it,  all  of  them  performed  to  it 
their  cuftomary  religious   worfhip,  and  danced 
exceffively  in  honour  of  the  bear,  nodding  their 
heads,  and  whittling  at  a  great  rate.     They  con- 
fidered  the  bear  as  a  right  Saitan,  crying  out, 
**  What  are  our  Saitans  which  we  make  ?  if 
"  we  had  fuch  a  Saitan  as  this,  we  would  hang 
*'  him  all  over  with  fables  and  black  fox  skins." 
The  Oftiacks  marry   as  many  wives   as   they 
can  maintain,  and  even  wed  their  neareft  rela- 
tions without  any  fcruple.     If  a  relation  dies, 


they  lament  incefiantly  for  feveral  days,  cover- 
ing their  heads,  and  fitting,  in  almoft  a  kneeling 
pofture,  in  their  huts,  and  will  not  fuffer  them- 
felves to  be  feen  till  the  day  of  the  funeral,  when 
they  carry  the  corps  on  poles  to  the  ground  to 
be  buried. 

The  people  live  in  a  very  indifferent  manner, 
and  their  huts  are  very  mean  buildings  ;  though 
they  might  live  very  happily  and  well,  fince  all 
parts  near  the  Oby  abound  with  great  quantities 
of  rich  furs,  and  the  river  produces  fuch  quan- 
tities of  fifh,  that  twenty- five  fturgeons  may  be 
purchafed  for  three  penny-worth  of  tobacco  : 
but  the  inhabitants  are  abominably  lazy,  and  do 
not  defire  to  get  more  in  the  fummer  than  will 
barely  fuffice  them  for  the  winter. 

Thefe  people  are  of  a  middle  ftature,  moft  of 
them  having  yellowifh  or  red  hair,  and  their  fa- 
ces and  nofes  being  difagreeably  broad  :  they 
are  weak  and  unable  to  labour  hard,  averfe  to 
war,  and  unfit  for  military  exercifes. 

Their  chief  weapons  are  bows  and  arrows,  with 
which  they  fhoot  a  few  wild  beafts ;  but'the  prin- 
cipal part  of  their  food  is  fifh.  Their  cloaths 
confift  of  fturgecn  and  other  fifh-fkins,  for  they 
wear  neither  linen  nor  woollen.  Their  fhoes 
and  ftockings  are  fewed  together,  and  they  wear 
a  fhort  coat  with  a  cape  and  hood,  which  in  cafe 
of  rain  they  pull  over  their  heads. 

Notwithftanding  the  thinnefs  of  their  cloath- 
ing  they  will  endure  a  great  deal  of  cold  ;  for  if 
it  be  but  a  common  winter  they  are  no  better 
clad  than  has  been  mentioned  :  but  if  the  win- 
ter prove  very  cold,  they  wear  two  coats  of  the 
fame  fort  of  skins  •,  and  they  exprefs  the  fenfe 
they  have  of  this  fevere  weather,  by  faying  to 
each  other,  "  Do  you  like  the  winter  that  forces 
"  one  to  wear  two  coats  of  skins  ?" 

They  fometimes  go  a  hunting  in  the  winter 
with  a  fingle  coat  only,  and  their  breafts  bare, 
depending  upon  warming  themfelves  quickly, 
by  Hiding  and  running  over  the  ice  in  their 
skates  and  Hiding  fhoes :  but  if,  as  it  frequent- 
ly happens,  they  are  overtaken  by  an  extraor- 
dinary fevere  froft,  and  it  feems  utterly  impoffi- 
ble  to  weather  it,  or  fave  their  lives,  they  with 
the  utmoft  hafte  throw  off  the  fifh-skin  coat, 
fling  themfelves  into  the  deep  fhow,  and  volun- 
tarily freeze  to  death.  The  reafon  that  they 
pull  off  the  coat  is,  that  they  may  die  the  fooner, 
and  with  lefs  pain. 

The  chief  diverfion  that  thefe  people  have  is 
bear-hunting,  to  which  fport  they  gather  toge- 
ther in  crowds,  armed  with  no  other  weapon 
than  a  fharp  iron,  like  a  large  knife,  fixed  to  a 
flick  about  a  fathom  long. 

As  foon  as  they  have  put  up  a  bear,  they  run 
at  him  with  thefe  fhort  fpears,  and  having  killed 
him,  they  cut  off  his  head,  hang  it  upon  a  tree, 
run  round  it,  and  pay  the  profoundeft  refpect 
to  it.  After  which  they  run  to  the  dead  body 
with  repeated  cries,  asking  the  bear,  "  Who 
"  killed  you  !"  To  which  others  of  them  an- 
fwer,  "  The  Ruffians."  "  What  cut  off  your 
"  head  ?"  "  A  Ruffian  axe."  "  What  cut  up 
•'  your  belly  ?"  "  A  knife  which  a  Ruffian 
"  made."  And  other  queftions  equally  ridicu- 
lous. In  a  word,  the  Ruffians  have  ail  the  blame 
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of  the  death  of  the  bear,  tho'  no  way  concerned 
in  the  matter. 

Among  the  Oftiacks  are  a  kind  of  petty 
princes,  whole  authority  extends  over  fome  hun- 
dreds of  huts  ;  and  thefe  impofe  and  collect  the 
tribute  which  they  are  obliged  to  pay  to  his  Cza- 
rilh  majefty.  , 

One  of  thefe  princes,  with  all  his  family,  came 
on  board,  to  vifit  our  author,  and  brought  a 
quantity  of  frefh  fifli  as  a  prefent,  which  was  re- 
turned by  another  of  tobacco  and  brandy,  with 
which  he  went  on  fhore  greatly  pleated  ;  but 
foon  came  back,  and  invited  Mr.  Ides  to  his 
palace. 

When  he  went  to  pay  his  vifit,  he  was  re- 
ceived by  the  prince  in  his  hut,  which  like  the 
other  huts  of  the  Oftiacks,  was  compofed  only 
of  the  bark  of  trees  flightly  fewed  together.  This 
prince  had  four  wives,  two  of  which  were  old 
and  two  young.  One  of  the  young  ladies  had 
a  red  cloth  coat  on,  and  was  adorned  with  all 
forts  of  glals  corals  about  her  neck  and  her 
waift,  and  in  the  curls  of  her  hair,  which  hung 
down  on  each  fide  of  her  head  in  two  rows  ;  fhe 
had  alio  in  her  ears  large  rings  made  of  thread, 
with  long  firings  of  coral  hanging  on  them.  Each 
of  the  princeffes  prefented  our  author  with  a 
quantity  of  dried  fifli,  in  a  barrel  made  of  the 
bark  of  a  birch  tree  •,  and  the  youngeft  gave  him 
a  barrel  of  the  fat  of  fturgeon,  which  was  as  yel- 
low as  gold.  Having  received  thefe  prefents 
he  treated  them  with  brandy  and  tobacco,  which 
are  great  dainties  among  them. 

This  palace  was  furnifhed  with  fome  cradles 
and  chefts  made  of  the  bark  of  trees  fewed  to- 
gether, in  which  were  a  great  quantity  of  wood 
fhavings  by  way  of  bed-cloaths,  that  were  al- 
moft  as  foft  as  feathers.  Thefe  cradles  ftood  at 
the  end  of  the  hut,  to  avoid  the  fire,  which  was 
in  the  middle :  there  was  likewife  a  copper  ket- 
tle, and  fome  other  kettles  made  of  the  barks 
of  trees,  and  fewed  together,  in  which  they 
boiled  their  victuals  on  the  live  coals  or  embers, 
for  in  the  flame  they  could  not  do  it. 

The  Oftiacks  are  extremely  angry  with  any 
cne  who  mentions  the  name  of  any  of  their  de- 
ceafed  relations.  They  are  totally  unacquainted 
with  any  thing  that  has  happened  before  their 
own  life-time,  and  do  not  pretend  even  to  the 
leaft  traditional  hiftory. 

They  are  very  fond  of  bread  when  they  can 
meet  with  it,  yet  they  never  take  the  trouble  to 
cultivate  the  ground.  Thefe  people  have  boats, 
the  outfides  of  which  are  made  of  the  bark  of 
trees,  and  the  infideofvery  thin  planks  of  wood: 
thefe  are  only  two  or  three  fathom  long,  and  an 
ell  broad,  and  yet  they  will  frequently  ride  out 
a  ftorm. 

In  winter  time  the  Oftiacks  live  entirely  in 
caves  under  ground,  to  which  there  is  no  en- 
trance but  by  a  hole  which  is  made  to  let  out  the 
fmoke.  In  thefe  huts  they  lleep  naked  before 
the  fire  ;  and  if,  as  it  frequently  happens,  a  great 
fnow  falls,  thofe  parts  of  their  bodies  which  lie 
forhewhat  diftant  from  the  fire,  will  be  covered 
two  or  three  inches  thick  with  the  fnow ;  and 
when  they  perceive  themfelves  too  cold,  they 


turn  about  and  warm  thofe  parts,  expofing  others 
to  the  fnow  in  the  mean  time. 

When  an  Oftiack  is  jealous  of  one  of  his 
wives,  he  cuts  fome  hair  from  the  under  part  of 
a  bear's  skin,  which  he  carries  to  the  man  whom 
he  fufpects  :  if  he  be  innocent  he  then  accepts 
it  ;  but  if  he  be  guilty,  they  believe  he  dare  not 
venture  to  touch  it,  but  muft  acknowledge  the 
truth  •,  on  which  the  matter  is  amicably  fettled 
between  him  and  the  hufband,  and  the  wife  is 
fold  ;  for  they  imagine  that  if  any  one  fhould 
prefume  to  take  the  hair,  being  guilty,  the  skin 
from  which  that  hair  was  taken,  will  become  a 
living  bear  ;  and,  after  the  expiration  of  three 
days,  will  appear  in  the  wood,  and  tear  the  per- 
jured wretch  to  pieces. 

On  thefe  occafions  they  likewife  offer  bows, 
arrows,  axes  and  knives  •,  and  firmly  believe 
that  if  the  guilty  perfon  takes  any  of  thefe,  he 
will  certainly  be  killed  by  the  very  inftruments 
he  accepts,  within  the  fpace  of  a  few  days  ;  and 
this  is  not  only  averred  by  themfelves,  but  una- 
nimoufly  afTerted  by  the  Ruffians  living  in  thofe 
parts. 

Our  author  having;  been  fome  weeks  on  the  ri- 
ver  Oby,  paffed  into  the  river  Keta,  his  voyage 
on  which  he  reprefents  as  more  irkfome  and  me- 
lancholy than  the  whole  way  before.  They  were 
obliged  to  labour  for  five  weeks  againft  the 
ftream,  without  feeing  any  human  creature,  ex- 
cept now  and  then  an  Oftiack,  who  having  ap- 
peared, immediately  hid  himfelf  in  the  woods. 

In  this  tedious  and  difficult  paffage,  they  were 
extremely  anxious  for  fear  they  fhould  want  pro- 
vifions,  having  taken  in  no  recruit  fince  they 
left  Tobolcsk,  and  their  meal  being  nearly  ex- 
haufted  through  their  generofity  to  the  Oftiacks, 
by  fome  of  whom  they  were  now  towed  along 
by  aline  -s  but  by  this  continual  fatigue  the  poor 
creatures  were  become  fo  weak,  that  they  were 
obliged  to  keep  a  continual  watch  over  them  to 
prevent  their  defertion. 

But  notwithftanding  all  their  care,  no  day 
paffed  in  which  fome  did  not  run  away,  and  at 
length  the  coldnefs  of  the  feafon,  and  their  per- 
petual labour,  rendered  them  perfectly  unfer- 
viceable  ;  and  if  Mr.  Ides  had  not  previoufly 
written  to  the  governor  of  Jenizeskoy  for  men 
to  affift  him,  whom  the  governor  immediately 
fent  to  meet  him,  he  and  his  retinue  had  been 
moft  probably  frozen  up  in  the  river,  and  perifh- 
ed  by  famine. 

The  courfe  of  the  river  Keta  is,  for  the  moft 
part,  through  an  even  country,  abounding  with 
woods  and  fhrubs  •,  and  on  its  banks  are  great 
numbers  of  woodcocks,  pheafants,  partridges, 
and  other  wild  fowl,  great  flocks  of  which  ufed 
to  come  to  the  brink  of  the  river  to  drink  ;  lb 
that  our  travellers  had  an  opportunity  of  fhoot- 
ing  as  many  as  they  pleafed,  which,  as  provi- 
fions  grew  fcarce,  was  of  great  fervice  to  them. 
On  the  banks  of  this  river  likewife  grow  black 
and  red  currants,  ftrawberries  and  black-ber-> 
ries. 

The  rivers  being  too  much  frozen  to  proceed 
any  farther  by  water,  our  author  travelled  by 
land  -,  and  on  the  twelfth  of  October  arrived  at 
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the  city  of  Jenizeskoy,  where  he  refted  fome 
time,  till  the  roads  were  fufficiently  frozen  to  be 
pafiable  with  fledges  ;  and  in  the  mean  time  he 
had  an  opportunity  of  thoroughly  obferving  the 
city. 

The  city  of  Jenizeskoy  is  large  and  populous, 
and  the  fortrefs  tolerably  ftrong.  Several  vil- 
lages and  cloifters  extend  themielves  fome  miles 
round  the  city  ;  the  land  is  very  proper  for  agri- 
culture, and  corn,  cattle  and  fowl  are  very  plen- 
tiful here.  It  is  lb  cold  that  no  large  fruit-trees 
will  grow  here,  and  the  chief  fruits  are  black 
and  red  currants,  goofeberries  and  ftrawber- 
ries.. 

Below  the  city  runs  the  river  Jeniza,  which 
arifes  among  the  Calmackian  mountains,  and 
takes  its  courfe  northwards,  almoft  in  a  direct 
line,  to  the  Tartarian  or  Frozen  Sea.  About  fe- 
ven  years  before  Mr.  Ides  was  there,  the  citi- 
zens of  Jenizeskoy  fitted  out  a  fhip,  and  lent  her 
on  the  whale  fifhery  •,  but  the  fhip  was  loft,  and 
as  it  was  never  known  where,  it  was  imagined  fhe 
was  funk  by  the  violence  of  the  ice.  From  the 
city  of  Fuganai,  which  is  fituated  lower  down 
this  river,  feveral  perfons  go  out  annually  on 
the  whale  fifhery  ;  but  they  carefully  watch  their 
opportunity,  when  the  wind  blows  from  the  land, 
and  the  ice  drives  towards  the  fea,  at  which 
times  they  purfue  their  fifhing  very  fuccefsfully, 
and  without  danger. 

After  flaying  at  this  place  till  both  the  roads 
and  rivers  were  well  frozen,  our  author  and  his 
retinue  profecuted  their  journey  in  fledges,  and 
on  the  twentieth  of  January  reached  the  ifland  of 
Ribnoy,  which  fignifies  fifh-ifland.  This  ifle  is 
fituated  in  the  midft  of  the  river  Tanguska, 
which  is  plentifully  ftored  with  fi'fh,  and  in  which 
are  fturgeon,  pike  and  roach  of  an  extraordinary 
fize.  The  ifland  is  chiefly  inhabited  by  Ruffi- 
ans. 

On  the  twenty-fifth  of  January  our  author  ar- 
rived at  the  city  of  Ilinskoy,  fome  days  journey 
from  which  is  the  great  rocky  waterfall  called 
Skaman  Skamanskoy,  on  the  negromantic  fall, 
on  account  of  a  famous  Skaman  or  Tunguzian 
conjurer  who  lives  near  it. 

This  waterfall  is  a  defcent  of  half  a  mile  long  : 
its  fhore  is  covered  with  high  rocks  ;  the  whole 
ground  on- which  the  water  runs  is  pure  ftone, 
and  the  water  makes  To  great  a  noife  in  its  courfe 
both  over  vifible  and  invifible  rocks,  that,  in 
calm  weather,  it  may  be  heard  above  three  Ger- 
man miles. 

The  veflels  which  are  obliged  to  go  up  it  a- 
gainft  the  ftream,  require  five,  fix,  or  feven 
days,  though  empty,  to  tow  up  this  dangerous 
water,  by  cafting  of  anchors,  and  the  help  of 
feveral  men  •,  and  in  fome  places,  where  the 
water  is  very  low,  and  the  rocks  lie  high,  they 
are  obliged  to  tow  a  whole  day  without  advanc- 
ing more  than  a  fhip's  length,  and  the  fhip  fre- 
quently ftands  an  end  on  the  ftem  :  a  thing  al- 
moft incredible  except  to  eye-witnefles. 

The  fhips  which  pafs  up  and  down  are  always 
unladen,  and  their  cargoes  carried  by  land  till 
they  get  paft  this  dangerous  place,  when  they 
are  again  loaded.  Our  author  fays  he  himfelf 
has  feen  fhips  fail  down  this  torrent  in  twelve 


minutes  ;  fo  prodigious  rapid  is  the  defcent -,  but 
that  there  are  very  few,  either  Ruffians  or  Tun- 
guzians,  that  know  how  to  bring  down  the  fhips, 
which  muft  be  provided  with  a  rudder  fore  and 
aft,  and  rowers  on  both  fides  :  the  pilots  give 
their  orders  very  dexteroufly  to  the  rowers  by 
the  waving  of  a  handkerchief ;  for  no  voice  can 
be  heard,  on  account  of  the  noife  made  by  the 
water.  The  fhips  are  cloie  fhut  every  where, 
that  the  waves  which  frequently  break  over  them 
may  not  fink  them. 

Notwithstanding  thefe  precautions  feveral 
fhips  are  caft  away  here  every  year,  being  fhat- 
tered  to  pieces  againft  the  hidden  rocks.  In 
fuch  cafes  the  men  are  inevitably  loft,  being  either 
drowned  or  dafhed  to  pieces  by  the  rocks,  fo  that 
the  bodies  are  very  feldom  found  ;  and  the  fhores. 
are  full  of  crofles  erected  in  remembrance  of 
thofe  drowned  here. 

Not  far  from  this  water- fall  lived  feveral  Tun- 
guzians,  among  whom  was  their  famous  Ska- 
man or  conjurer  :  the  reports  concerning  whom 
made  our  audior  very  defirous  of  feeing  him. 
He  was  a  tall  old  man,  and  had  twelve  wives  : 
his  conjuring  habit  was  an  iron  coat,  on  which 
was  reprefented  various  figures  of  beafts,  birds 
and  fifties  •,  alio  of  beafts  and  birds  claws,  ham- 
mers, hatchets,  faws,  knives,  fabres,  &c.  and 
all  the  parts  of  this  robe  being  fixed  together  by 
joints,,  might  be  taken  to  pieces  at  pleafure  :  he 
had  likewiie  iron  ftockings  fuitable  to  his  robe, 
and  two  great  bear's  claws  over  his  hands  :  his 
head  was  adorned  in  the  fame  manner,  and  to 
his  forehead  were  fixed  two  iron  horns. 

When  he  prepared  to  conjure,  he  ufed  to  hold 
a  kind  of  drum  in  his  left  hand,  and  in  his  right 
a  flat  ftick  covered  with  the  skins  of  mountain- 
mice.  Thus  equipped  he  beat  his  drum,  jump- 
ed about  crofs-legged,  fhaking  his  iron-plates, 
and  diftorting  his  eyes,  at  the  fame  time  making 
a  hoarfe  difmal  noife  through  his  throat. 

When  any  of  the  Tunguzians  came  to  coniult 
him,  lie  ufed  to  play  the  abovementioned  tricks, 
jumping  and  roaring  about,  till  a  black-bird 
(trained  for  the  purpofe)  perched  himfelf  on  the 
top  of  his  hut,  which  was  open  above  to  let  out 
the  fmoke.  As  foon  as  he  law  the  bird  he  pre- 
tended to  fall  into  a  fwoon,  and  the  bird  fled 
away.. 

Having  remained  in  this  pretended  fwoon  a- 
bout  a  quarter  cf  an  hour,  he  ufed  to  recover 
himfelf,  and  anfwer  all  the  queftions  that  were 
asked  him  •,  and  the  Tunguzians  afTerted  that 
whatever  he  foretold  came  true.  This  conjurer 
had  great  herds  of  cattle,  which  were  given  him 
from  time  to  time  by  the  numbers  of  people  that 
ufed  to  come  to  coniult  him. 

Thefe  people  are  called  Nifovian  Tunguzi- 
ans :  they  are  ftrong  built  men,  with  long  black 
hair,  which  being  bound  up  in  the  fhape  of  a 
horfe's  tail,  hangs  upon  their  backs  :  they  are 
broad-faced,  and  their  nofes  are  rather  flat.. 
The  women  adorn  their  hair  with  figures  of 
coral  and  iron. 

Both  men  and  women  go  naked  in  the  fum- 
mer,  except  a  leather  girdle  about  eight  inches 
broad,  which  they  wear  round  the  wailt.  They 
conftantly  carry  on  their  left  arms   a  pot  filled 
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with  fmo.  wood,  to  preferve  them  from  the 

biting  of  iats,   with   which  both  the  open 

country  a.  wis  are  foabundantlypeflered, 

that  the  tack  any  part  of  the  body  which  is 
uncoven  !,  Co  that  their  biting  becomes  almofl  in- 
fupportable. 

Thefe  people  are  great  admirers  of  beauty, 
according  to  their  notion  of  it ;  to  improve 
which  they  adorn  their  foreheads  and  cheeks  in 
the  following  manner  :  they  with  a  needle  run 
threads  grealed  with  black  greafe  through  the 
skin,  in  reprefentation  of  feveral  figures,  and  leave 
the  threads  in  the  skin  for  fome  days  •,  after 
which  they  are  drawn  out,  and  the  traces  remain 
behind ;  and  very  few  of  them  are  without  this 
ornament. 

Their  winter-habit  is  a  coat  made  of  doe- 
skins, which  is  bordered  at  the  extremities  with 
dog-skins,  befides  which  they  have  tails  of  horfe- 
hair  hung  at  their  breath.  They  know  not  the 
ufe  of  linen  or  woollen  cloaths,  but  they  make 
nets  and  fewing  thread  of  fifh-skins. 

When  they  are  inclined  for  diverfion  they 
form  themielves  into  a  ring,  and  one  of  them 
{lands  in  the  middle  with  a  long  flick  in  his 
hand,  with  which,  in  turning  round,  he  flrikes 
at  the  legs  of  the  company,  but  they  lift  them 
up  fo  nimbly,  and  lb  dextroufly  avoid  the  blow, 


that  it  is  very  feldom  any  one  of  them  is  hit ;  but 
if  it  happens  that  one  is  touched  with  the  flick, 
they  duck  him  all  over  in  the  river. 

They  lay  their  dead  upon  trees,  till  the  flefh  is 
rotted  off,  after  which  they  depofit  the  bones  irt 
the  earth. 

In  their  huts  they  have  carved  wooden 
idols,  about  two  feet  long,  with  the  reprefen- 
tation of  human  faces,  which  they  feed  after  the 
manner  of  the  oftiacks.  Their  huts  are  made  of 
the  bark  of  the  birch  tree,  and  are  hung  round 
with  horfes  manes,  tails,  and  other  baubles. 
Before  their  huts  they  hang  their  bows  and  qui- 
vers, and  very  few  are  found  without  feveral 
dead  young  dogs  hanging  near  them. 

Their  boats  or  canoes  which  are  made  of  the 
bark  of  the  birch  tree  fewed  together,  will  carry 
feven  or  eight  perfohs  ;  they  are  long,  narrow, 
and  without  benches  :  the  rowers  refl  on  their 
knees,  and  make  ufe  of  a  fort  of  oars  broad  at 
each  end,  which  they  hold  in  the  middle,  and 
row  or  paddle  firft  with  one  end  and  then  with 
the  other,  and  when  they  all  row  together  the; 
boat  goes  at  a  great  rate.  With  thefe  flight  ca- 
noes they  can  weather  violent  florms.  They 
generally  fubfift  themielves  in  fummer  by  fifhing, 
and  in  winter  by  hunting  all  forts  of  furred  game^ 
as  bucks,  does,  &c. 
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The  author  arrives  at  Buratikoy  ;  defcription  of  the  Burattians  and  their  method  of  living  % 
account  of  the  mujk-cat,  -with  the  different  methods  of  preparing  musk  ;  an  account  of  the 
lake  of  Baikal ;  the  author  continues  his  journey  to  Telimba,  and  from  thence  to  Nerzinskoy  ; 
account  of  the  city  of  Nerzinskoy,  and  the  adjacent  territories,  with  the  cujloms  and  man- 
ners of  the  inhabitants  ;  our  author  proceeds  to  the  Uttnofl  limits  of  the  Ruffian  dominions  in 
>tffia,  the  frontiers  of  which  empire  he  defer  ibes. 


OUR  author  continuing  his  journey,  arrived 
on  the  firft  of  February  at  fort  Buratz,  the 
country  about  which  is  inhabited  by  the 
Burattians,  a  pagan  people,  v/ho  live  in  low 
dwellings  made  of  wood  and  covered  with  earth,  * 
on  the  top  of  which  a  hole  is  left  to  let  out  the 
fmoke,  the  fires  being  made  in  the  middle  of  the 
apartment. 

Their  houfes  are  built  at  fome  difiance  from 
each  other,-  as  in  villages^  and  are  generally 
fituated  by  the  fide  of  a  river.  Clofe  to  their 
doors  feveral  poles  are  erected  in  the  ground,  on 
fome  of  which  are  fluck  fheep,  on  others  bucks* 
and  fome  faflen  horfe-hides  on  them, 

In  fpring  and  autumn  they  go  out  by  hun- 
dreds, in  a  troop  on  horfeback,  to  hunt  flags, 
wild  fheep,  and  roe-bucks.  When  they  have 
found  a  place  where  there  is  game,  they  range 
themfelves  in  circular  order,  fo  that  they  can 
eafily  come  near  one  another,  by  which,  in  iuch 
a  ring,  they  will  hunt  together  and  encompafs 
fome  hundred*  of  beafts  •,  and  having  once  got 
them  within  the  reach  of  their  arrows,  every  one 
lets  fly,  fo  that  very  few  of  the  beafls  efcape, 
each  hunter  being  fo  well  provided  as  to  make 
thirty  fhots  fucceffively. 
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After  the  hunting,  each  fportfman  eafily  finds 
his  arrows  by  their  peculiar  marks  :  but  there  is 
one  great  misfortune  attending  this  way  of  hunt- 
ing, Which  is  that  they  unawares  frequently 
fhoot  one  another,  and  the  horfes  are  often 
wounded.  They  fkin  their  game,  cut  the  flefh 
from  the  bones,  and  dry  it  in  the  fun  :  on  thi3 
provifion  they  live  as  long  as  it  lafts,  and  when 
it  is  gone  they  go  out  a'  hunting  again. 

Thole  who  want  oxen  or  camels  of  an  extra- 
ordinary fize  to  convey  their  goods  to  China,  are 
obliged  to  buy  them  of  thefe  people,'  who  will 
not  deal  for  money,  but  receive  in  exchange  of 
the  buyers,  pale  fables,  pewter,  copper  bafons, 
red  Hamburgh  cloths,  otter-skins,  and  Perfiah 
filk  of  all  colours  :  in  which  commodities  the 
price  of  an  ox  is  not  above  four  or  five  rubles, 
and  that  of  a  camel  feldom  exceeds  ten  or  twelve 
rubles. 

Both  the  men  and  women  of  this  country  are 
large,  robufl,  and  have  tolerably  handfome  fea- 
tures. In  the  winter  both  fexes  wear  long  coats 
made  of  fheep-skins,  with  a  broad  girdle  tipped 
with  iron.  They  have  a  fort  of  caps  which  they 
draw  over  their  ears  in  cold  weather  •,  and  in 
fummer  they  wear  coats  of  a  flight  red  cloth. 

Thefe 
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Thcfe  people  never  cut  the  nails  either  of  their 
hands  or  feet,  nor  are  ever  walked,  except  at 
the  time  of  their  birth  ;  fo  that  they  make  a  very 
nafty  appearance.  The  hair  of  the  unmarried 
women  flicking  fall  together  in  plaits,  ftands 
on  end,  and  makes  them  look  ju ft  as  envy  is  re- 
prefented  by  the  painters.  The  married  women 
have  only  two  plaits,  which  hang  down  oh  each 
fide  of  their  heads,  adorned  with  all  forts  of  tin 
figures. 

When  any  of  them  die  they  are  buried  with 
their  beft  cloaths,  bows  and  arrows.  Their  re- 
ligion confifls  in  worfhipping  the  dead  bucks 
and  fheep  which  are  ftuck  upon  the  poles  before 
their  houfes,  at  feveral  times  in  the  year,  as  long 
as  they  continue  unputrified.  Their  adoration 
of  them  is  performed  by  bowing  the  head,  while 
they  are  kneeling  with  their  hands  clalped,  with- 
out either  prayers,  or  fo  much  as  fpeaking  one 
word.  This  is  the  only  divine  fervice  they  are 
acquainted  with,  nor  will  they  learn  any  other. 
They  have  indeed  feveral  priefts,  whom,  when 
they  think  proper,  they  kill  and  bury,  together 
with  cloaths  and  money,  alledging  that  it  is  ne- 
ceffary  to  lend  them  to  the  other  world  firft  to 
pray  for  them,  and  that  they  ought  to  have  mo- 
ney to  ipend  and  cloths  to  wear,  left  they  fhould 
be  driven  to  necefTity. 

"When  they  are  to  take  an  oath  they  go  to  a 
hill  which  they  efteem  facred  ■,  and  upon  this  hill 
they  take  the  oath,  firmly  believing  that  the  falfe 
fwearer  fhall  never  come  down  alive.  To  this 
hill  they  frequently  offer  up  all  forts  of  flaugh- 
tered  cattle,  and  have  paid  a  veneration  to  it 
for  many  years  ;  but  upon  what  tradition  this 
reverence  is  founded  is  not  known. 

In  this  neighbourhood  is  found  the  musk-cat. 
This  animal  is  almoft  like  a  young  buck,  with- 
out horns,  with  this  difference,  that  its  hair  is  a 
little  black,  and  the  head  fomewhat  refembles 
that  of  a  wolf.  The  Chinefe  call  this  animal  Ye- 
hiam,  that  is  mufk-hart,  on  account  of  its  like- 
nefstoa  flag  ;  but  befides  the  diffimilitude  of 
the  head,  it  hath  alfo  two  tufks  like  thofe  of  a 
wild  boar,  which  ftick  out  at  its  mouth.  The 
mufk  is  contained  in  a  certain  fwelling  at  the 
navel,  like  a  little  purfe,  which  is  compofed  of 
a  thin  skin,  covered  with  a  very  fine  hair. 

Philip  Martinus,  in  his  Chinefe  Atlas,  gives 
the  following  defcription  of  this  animal  :  "  The 
"  musk-cat  is  almoft  like  a  young  hart  or  doe, 
"  only  that  he  is  fomewhat  browner,  and  fo  flow 
*  and  unaftive  that  the  hunter's  greateft  diffi- 
*'  culty  is  to  put  him  up  •,  for  that  once  done, 
*'  he  is  immediately  fhot,  for  he  fuffereth  him- 
"  felf  tamely  to  be  killed,  without  either  de- 
"  fending  himfelf  or  ftirring.  The  musk,  of 
**  which  there  are  various  forts  of  different  va- 
**  lue,  is  prepared  from  this  beaft  in  the  fol- 
"  lowing  manner." 

"  After  he  is  taken,  all  his  blood  is  drawn 
"  off  and  referved  ;  and  from  under  his  navel 
"  is  taken  out  a  bladder,  that  is  filled  with 
44  blood,  or  fome  other  odoriferous  liquor  there 
*<  concreted  ;  after  which  the  animal  is  fiead 
*'  and  cut  to  pieces." 

"  When  the  Chinefe  defign  to  make  the  beft 


"  fort,  they  take  the  hinder  part, of  the  animal, 
"  beginning  from  the  kidneys,  which  they  ftamp 
"  and  bruife  to  a  jelly,  which'  they  dry,  and 
"  therewith  fill  the  fmaU  bags  which  they  make 
"  of  the  skin  of  the  beaft." 

"  But  if  they  defire  a  (lighter  fort  cf  musk, 
"  which  fhould  yet  be  very  good,  and  not  at 
"  all  fophifticated,  they  then  beat  all  the  parts 
"  of  the  animal  together,  without  any  diftinc- 
"  tion,  to  a  jelly,  with  a  little  of  his  blood,  in 
"  a  mortar,  with  which,  as  before,  they  fill  up 
"  the  bags  made  of  the  hide." 

"  Befides  thefe  two,  there  is  another  fort  of 
"  musk-,  which  is  alfo  highly  valued,  though 
"  not  fo  good  as  either  of  the  former.  This  is 
"  prepared  of  the  fore-part  of  the  animal  to  the 
"  kidneys,  which  they  particularly  lay  by  the 
"  reft  of  his  body  in  order  to  make  the  common 
"  musk;  fo  that  none  of  this  creature  is  thrown 
"  away,  but  all  parts  of  it  are  good  •,  whence  it 
"  is  fakj  to  be  better  dead  than  alive."  Thus 
far  Martinus ;  we  will  now  purfue  our  au- 
thor. 

After  travelling  fome  days  he  arrived  at  the 
city  of  Jekutskoi,  which  was  lirge  and  popu- 
lous. In  this  city,  grain,  fait,  flefh  and  fifh  were 
very  cheap  :  a  hundred  weight  of  rye  was  fold 
for  feven  ftivers.  For  fome  nines  round  the  city 
the  land  is  very  fruitful,  and  corn  grows  in  great 
abundance  •,  befides  which  great  numbers  of 
Ruffians  have  fettled  here,  and  inhabited  fome 
hundreds  of  vil'ages,  where  they  follow  agricul- 
ture with  great  indufb-y  and  fuccefs. 

Oppofite  to  the  city,  on  the  eaft  fide,  is  a 
burning-cave,  which  for  fome  years  before  Mr. 
Ides  was  there  burnt  very  violently,  but  was  then 
almoft  extinct  ;  it  is  a  large  cleft  in  the  earth » 
and  on  a  long  pole  being  put  into  it,  it  fek  very 
warm. 

Near  this  city  was  likewife  a  very  fine  cloyfeer, 
in  which  lived-aMongalian  Baron,  who  had  puc 
himfelf  under  the  protection  of  their  czarifh  ma- 
jellies,  and  embraced  the  Greek  chriftian  religion. 

This  gentleman  had  a  filter,  who  according  to 
the  Mongalian  cuftom,  lived  in  the  devoted  fpi- 
ritual  ftate,  and  was  almoft  inclined  to  receive 
the  Chriftian  faith.  When  any  one  difcouricd. 
with  her  on  that  fubjciSt  fhe  uied  to  reply,  "  I 
"  am  iatisfied  that  the  chriftians  God  inuit  ne- 
"  cefiarily  be  a  ftrong  God,  fince  he  hath  beaten. 
"  our  God  out  of  heaven  :  but  he  will  return 
"  thither,  though  he  fhall  again  be  beaten 
"  down." 

Our  author  paid  a  vifit  to  this  lady,  who  on 
her  entering  the  room  faluted  no  perfon,  her 
order  not  admitting  of  fiich,  condelcenfion. 
She  had  a  rofary  or  firing  of  beads  in  her  hand, 
which  flie  conftantly  pafied  round  through  her- 
fingers.  There  was  with  her  a  lama  or  prieft, 
who  had  alio  fuch  a  firing  of  beads  in  his  hand, 
which  he  very  fwiftly  and  incefiantly  turned  over 
through  his  fingers,  continually  moving  his  lipa, 
as  though  at  his  devotions  ;  and  with  this  perpe- 
tual telling  of  his  beads,  his  thumb  was  worn, 
through  the  flefh  and  nail  up  to  the  knuckle  y 
which  having  been  rubbed  oft'  by  very  flow  de- 
grees did  not  pain  him  at  all, 
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Mr.  Ides  and  his  retinue  having  remained  fome 
time  at  Jekurikoi,  let  forward  in  Hedges  on  the 
firft  of  March,  towards  the  lake  of  Baikol,  which 
they  reached  on  the  tenth  of  the  fame  month, 
and  rinding  it  frozen  up  very  hard,  palled  fafcly 
over. 

The  lake  of  Baikol  is  about  forty  German 
miles  long  and  fix  broad.  The  ice  in  it  was  a- 
bout  eight  feet  thick.  There  are  commonly  in 
it  feveral  broken  places  or  wind-holes,  which  not 
being  frozen  up,  prove  very  dangerous  to  tra- 
vellers when  furprized  with  mow  or  tempeftuous 
winds  •,  for  the  horfes,  if  notfharp  fhod,  are  dri- 
ven lb  violently  by  the  fury  of  the  winds  that  they 
cannot  tread  lure,  but  falling  on  the  ice,  are 
hurried  on  by  the  wind,  till  they  and  the  fledge 
are  fwallowed  up  in  one  of  thefe  open  places,  by 
which  both  horfes  and  pafiengers  are  infallibly 
loft  :  befides,  to  augment  the  danger,  the  ice  of 
this  lake  is  fometimes  torn  open  feveral  fa- 
thoms by  fudden  winds,  which  make  a  noife  as 
loud  and  terrible  as  thunder-claps  •,  but  after 
the  expiration  of  a  tew  hours,  the  ice  joins  again, 
and  foon  becomes  as  clofe  as  before. 

The  camels  and  oxen  which  travellers  take 
with  them  on  their  journey  to  China,  are  obliged 
to  pals  over  this  lake  from  Jekutfkoi  ;  in  order 
to  which  the  camels  have  a  kind  of  boot  tied 
about  their  legs,  which  is  very  fharp  at  the  bot- 
tom ;  and  the  oxen  are  provided  with  fharp  irons 
ftruck  through  their  hoofs,  without  which  it 
would  be  impoffible  for  them  to  go  forwards. 

The  water  of  this  lake  is  clear,  taftes  very 
frefh,  and  yet  is  of  a  deep  green  like  that  of  the 
ocean.  Where  the  ice  was  open  our  author 
frequently  obferved  a  great  number  of  fea-dogs, 
and  fiih  in  great  abundance,  particularly  fturge- 
ons  and  pikes,  fome  of  which  he  aflferts  weighed 
two  hundred  German  pounds. 

Having  pafled  the  lake  they  arrived  at  the  caf- 
tle  of  Kabania,  which  they  left  the  next  day,  and 
on  the  twelfth  of  March  arjjived  at  Ilinfkoy,  a 
very  large  town,  moft  of  whofe  inhabitants  are 
Ruffians,  whofe  chief  employment  is  the  hunting 
of  fables,  fo  that  they  till  no  more  ground  than 
neceffity  requires,  the  confequence  of  which  is 
that  the  land  is  in  a  great  mealure  barren,  though 
a  people  who  attended  to  agriculture  would  foon 
render  it  both  fruitful  and  pleafant. 

On  the  twenty-ninth  of  the  month  our  travel- 
lers arrived  at  the  fortrefs  of  Jarauna,  and  were 
not  a  little  rejoiced  to  come  once  more  within 
fight  of  towns,  having  travelled  over  high  and 
difmal  rocks  for  fome  time  paft.     The  caftle  of 
Jarauna  is  garrifoned  by  Coffacks,  and  inhabited 
by  feveral  Ruffians  who  depend  on  fable-hunting. 
The  people  of  this  country  are  called  Konni 
Tunguzi,  being  a  fort  of  Tunguzians,  though 
their  language  is  totally  different  from  all  others. 
When  one  of  them  dies  he   is  buried  with  his 
cloaths,  bows  and  arrows  •,  ftones  are  laid  upon 
his  grave,  and  near  it  a  pole  is  erected,  to  which 
his  beft  horfe  is  fattened,  having  been  firft  fliot 
to  death. 

On  the  north  fide  of  the  caftle  of  Jarauna  are 
three  large  lakes  near  each  other,  abounding  with 
carp,  perch,  and  other  fifh.  From  hence  there 
are  two  roads  to  Zitinfkoy  ;  and   our    author 


fending  his  caravan  direfrly  fouthwards,  took 
with  him  a  retinue  of  forty  men,  and  went  the 
other  road,  which  lay  betwixt  high  rocks,  which 
continued  all  the  way  from  jarauna  to  the  city  of 
Telimba. 

Our  author  lodging  one  night  in  the  city  of 
Telimba,  was  vilited  by  a  Tunguzian  prince 
whofe  name  was  Liliulka,  who  had  a  prodigi- 
ous long  head  of  hair,  which  for  that  reafon  he 
bound  up  in  a  leathern  band,  and  wound  three 
times  about  his  fhoulders. 

"  I  was,"  fays  Mr.  Ides,  "  very  curious  to 
"  fatisfy  myfelf  whether  his  hair  was  really  fo 
"  long  as  I  was  told  •,  for  which  purpofe  I  caufed 
"  him  to  be  intoxicated  with  brandy,  by  which 
"  civility  I  obtained  the  favour  of  having  his 
"  hair  loofened,  and  I  found  it  to  be  all  his  na- 
"  tural  hair  only,  for  I  examined  it  very  nar- 
"  rowly,  and  meafuring  it  with  an  ell,  to  my 
"  great  lurprize,  was  convinced  that  it  was  four 
"  Dutch  ells  long.  He  had  a  fon  of  fix  years 
"  of  age,  whofe  hair  growing  in  imitation  of  his 
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"  father's,  meafured  the  length  of  an  ell  wanting 
"  an  eighth  part." 

On  the  fifteenth  of  May,  Mr.  Ides  arrived  in 
fafety  at  Zitinfkoy,  which  place  the  caravan  alfo 
reached  the  next  day,  having  encountered  feve- 
ral dangers,  through  the  withered  dry  grafs  being 
burnt  in  the  fields,  the  fire  of  which  was  very- 
prejudicial  to  the  caravan,  and  often  catched  the 
horfes  tails  ;  befides  which,  the  beafts  wanted 
forage,  fo  that  they  were  frequently  obliged  to 
go  a  mile  out  of  the  way,  in  fearch  of  grafs 
which  was  not  yet  burnt  on  the  fides  of  the 
hills. 

They  were  obliged  to  ftay  feveral  days  at  Zit- 
inskoy,  to  make  floats  to  drive  down  the  rivers 
Ingoda  and  Schilka,  to  Nerzinskoy,  the  waters 
being  very  fhallow,  fo  that  nothing  but  floats 
can  pafs,  and  even  thofe  cannot  always  avoid 
the  rocks  •,  for  two  of  theirs  were  broken  to 
pieces  in  the  paflage,  and  they  had  confiderable 
trouble  to  favc  their  goods. 

All  things  being  ready,  Mr.  Ides  caufed  the 
camels,  horfes  and  oxen,  to  go  firft  over  the 
mountains  for  Nerzinskoy,  and  following  them, 
he,  on  the  nineteenth  of  May,  reached  the  river 
Onon,  which  being  united  with  the  Ingoda, 
takes  the  name  of  Schilka. 

The  water  of  this  river  is  very  white,  and  its 
fliore  is  inhabited  by  great  numbers  of  Monga- 
lians,  who  make  frequent  incurfions  over  the 
Schilka  to  Nerzinskoy,  though  not  always  with 
fuccefs  -,  for  fometimes  they  are  not  only  driven 
from  their  prey,  but  being  taken,  are  punifhed 
as  robbers  -,  and  the  Ruffian  coffacks  themfelves, 
by  way  of  reprifal,  make  fallies  upon  the  Onon, 
deftroying  whatever  comes  in  their  way. 

On  the  twentieth  of  the  month  they  arrived  at 
Nerzinskoy,  a  city  tolerably  ftrong,  and  de- 
fended by  a  garrifon  of  Daurian  coffacks.  It  is 
fituated  between  high  mountains,  notwithftand- 
ing  which  there  is  meadow  ground  fufhxient  for 
the  inhabitants  to  graze  their  camels,  horfes  and 
cows  ;  and  fome  parts  of  the  hills  afford  fpots  of 
ground  a  mile  or  two  over,  that  are  very  pro- 
per for  tillage,  and  afford  room  to  plant  and  low 
enough  to  fupply  their  neceffities. 

From 
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From  four  to  ten  miles  round  this  city,  live  II 
feveral  Ruffian  gentlemen  and  coffacks,  who 
fubfifl"  on  tillage,  grazing  of  beafts,  and  fifhing. 
Among  the  hills  round  the  eity  are  feveral  very 
fine  garden  trees  and  plants,  particularly  the 
baftard  rhubarb,  which  is  of  an  extraordinary 
fize  and  length.  There  are  likewife  vaft  quan- 
tities of  Mowers  of  the  molt  fragrant  fcent,  to- 
gether with  rofemary,  thyme,  marjoram,  laven- 
der, and  feveral  other  odoriferous  plants  :  but 
no  fruits,  except  red  2nd  black  currants. 

The  inhabitants  live  in  huts,  the  infides  of 
of  which  are  made  of  wooden  poles,  joined 
together,  that  whenever  they  are  difpoied  to 
remove  their  dwellings,  as  they  frequently  do, 
they  may  conveniently  pack  them  up,  and 
carry  them  all  together.  This  wooden  work 
when  fet  up  is  thatched  all  over  with  hair  and 
rubbifh  except  the  fmoke-hole  left  open  at 
the  top.  They  place  the  fire  in  the  midit  of 
the  hut,  and  fit  round  it  upon  turfs. 

The  men  and  women  in  this  country  are 
broad-faced,  and  very  robuft  ;  and  both  fexes, 
not  excepting  the  young  girls,  ride  on  horfe- 
back,  and  are  equally  armed  with  bows  and 
arrows,  in  the  ufe  of  which  they  are  very 
expert.  Their  common  drink  is  water,  but 
the  better  fort  drink  Kara't  Za,  or  black  tea, 
which  is  a  particular  fpecies  of  that  plant,  the 
infufion  of  which  tinctures  the  water  blackifh. 
They  boil  it  in  mares-mrlk  and  water,  to  which 
they  alfo  add  a  little  lard  or  butter. 

It  is  not  lefs  true  than  furprizing  that  none 
of  the  cows  in  this  country,,  as  long  as  the 
calves  fuck  them,  will  permit  themlelves  to 
be  milked,  and  when  the  calf  is  removed  from 
them,  they  give  no  mere  milk ;  which  is  the 
reafon  why  mares-milk  is  ib  much  ufed  by  thefe 
people,  which  is  alio  richer  and  more  agreeable 
than  that  of  cows. 

In  the  fpring  and  autumn  thefe  people  go 
a  hunting,  in  orJer  to  provide  themfelves 
againft  the  fummer  and  winter  with  a  iuffi- 
cient  quantity  of  flefh,  which  they  dry  in  the 
fun.  Inftead  of  bread  thy  gather  the  pods  of 
yellow  lillies,  and  having  dried  and  beaten  them 
to  a  meal,  dreis  them  feveral  ways. 

They  are  very  expert  at  fhooting  fifh  in  the 
water  with  a  fort  of  arrows,  which  are  round, 
folid,  and  about  three  fingers  thick  at  the 
head,  at  the  end  of  which,  under  the  iron 
point,  is  a  ball  of  ftone  bored  through,  which 
occafions  a  loud  whittling  noife  in  its  flight. 
Thefe  arrows  are  fo  heavy  that  they  do  not 
fhoot  them  at  a  greater  diftance  than  fifteen  or 
twenty  fathom,  and  chiefly  at  large  fifh,  as 
pikes  or  trouts,  which  harbour  in  clear  water, 
on  the  rocky  ground  near  the  fhores  ■,  and  when 
thefe  arrows  hit,  they  make  a  furprifing  large 
orifice,  which  looks  like  a  cut  given  by  a 
hatchet. 

Thefe  people  have  a  ftrange  manner  of  taking 
folemn  or  teftimonial  oaths,  an  inftance  of 
which  appears  in  the  following  ftory  of  two 
noble  Tunguzians  at  Nerzinskoy.  Thefe  gen- 
tlemen falling  out,  one  accufed  the  other  be- 
fore the  waiwode,  of  having  conjured  his  bro- 


ther to  death.     The  waiwode  asked  the  accufef 
if  he  would,  according  to  the  Tunguziaii  cul- 
tom,  put  the   accufed   to  his  oath.     To  this  he 
anfwercd  in   the   affirmative  ;  on  which  the  ac- 
cufed took  a  live  dog,  laid  him  on  the  ground* 
and  fticking  him  into   the   body  with  a  knife, 
juft  under  the  left  leg,  immediately  clapped  his 
mouth  to  the  wound,  and  fucked  out  the  dog's" 
blood  as   long  as  he  could   come   at  it,  after 
which  he   lifted  up  the  dog,    laid  him  on   his 
flioulders,    and    clapped   his   mouth    again    to' 
the  wound,  in  order  to  fuck  the  remaining  blood  : 
This   is   the  greateft  and  moft  folemn  confirma-- 
tion  of  truth  among  them,    in  confequence  of 
which  the  accufed  was  fet  free,  and  the  other 
■  punifhed  for  his  falfe  accufation. 

Mr.  Ides  having  ftaid  fome  weeks  at  Nerzin- 
skoy, to  furnifh  himfelf  with  camels,  horfesr 
oxen,  and  provifions  for  his  future  journey,  fetr 
forward  on  the  eighteenth  of  July,  and  on  the 
third  of  Auguft  arrived  in  fafety  at  the  cattle  of 
Argunskoy,  which  is  the  laft  fort  and  utmoft 
frontier  of  the  Czar's  dominions  towards  the  eaft. 
This  fort  is  wafhed  by  the  river  Argun,  which 
flows  from  fouth-weft  to  north-eait,  falls  into 
the  river  Amur,  and  divides  his  Czarifh  ma- 
jesty's territories  from  thofe  of  the  emperor  of 
China  :  and  on  the  eaftern  fide  of  the  river,  the 
great  Tartarian  wildernefs  hath  its  beginning. 
Here  our  author  waited  fome  days,  to  get  a 
number  of  waggons  for  the  farther  purfuit  of  his 
journey  •,  and  this  was  the  firft  time  that  this  road 
through  Tartary  was  ever  travelled  over_with 
wageons. 

The  way  from  Nerzinskoy  hither  was  moftly 
!  over  high,  ftony  and  mountainous  land,  though 
in  fome  flattered  places  interfered  by  fine  large 
valleys,  and  little  rivulets,  which  intervals  are 
;  richly  overfpread  with  all  forts  of  fine  herbs, 
flowers  and  grafs,  lofty  cedar:;,  and  woods  of 
birch  trees. 

In  feveral  places  in  the  valleys  our  author*- 
obferved  hundreds  of  old  decayed  cafiles,  build 
with  rock  ftones,  which,  as  the  Tunguzians  told 
him,  were  erecled  by  feveral  warriors  long  ago, 
when  the  Mungalian  and  weftern  Tartars  made 
joint  incurficms  into  this  country  :  and  it  i3  not 
Ions;  fince  waggon-wheels  b  jund  with  iron,  and 
Urge  milftones  were  found  here ;  whence  our 
author  conjectures  that  the  Nieucheuers,  which 
live  bordering  on  the  province,  formerly  follow- 
ed their  manual  employments  in  this  country, 
fince  they  make  ufe  of  waggon-wheels  bound 
with  iron,  which  are  no  where  elfe  to  be  found 
among  the  Mongalians,  &c. 

Mr.  Ides  likewife  law  feveral  Tunguzim 
tombs,  covered  with  a  great  number  of  ftones, 
near  which  large  (takes  were  placed,  on  which 
were  feveral  dead  and  putrified  horfes. 

Our  author  alfo  obferves  that  the  river  Argun 
feparates  two  very  different  kinds  of  lands  •,  that 
on  the  Ruffian  fide  abounding  with  woods,  and 
that  on  the  other  producing  only  an  inconfide- 
rable  number  of  fcattered  dry  trees. 

On  the  fifth  of  Auguft  our  author  departed 
from  Argunskoy,  about  eight  miles  from  which 
the  river  Zerebrcnskoy,  or  the  Silver  River,  fall* 
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into  the  river  of  Argun.  This  is  called  the  Silver 
River,  becaufe  formerly  there  were  filver  mines 
on  its  borders,  out  of  which  the  Nieucheuers 
and  Mongalians  dug  immenfe  quantities  of  that 
metal,  and  great  numbers  of  pits,  in  which 
the  filver  was  melted,  are  at  prelent  to  be 
feen. 

On  the  ninth  of  Auguft  they  travelled  fouth- 
eaftward  in  the  great  Tartarian  wildernefs,  all 
the  way  between  hills  •,  and  on  the  next  day  ar- 
rived at  the  river  Calabu,  which  being  but  mal- 
low, they  eafily  forded  it  with  their  horfes,  ca- 
mels and  waggons. 

On  the  thirteenth  of  the  month  they  came  to 
the  river  Gan,  which  occafioned  them  a  very 
troublefome  paflage,  being  lb  deep  that  no  ca- 
mel could  ford  it  •,  fo  that  they  were  obliged  to 
fell  trees,  feveral  of  which  they  bound  together, 
and  made  floats  for  the  conveyance  of  their 
goods  and  proviiions ;  and  for  their  own  paflage 


of  boats  of   fmall  twigs, 
with   ox-hides  fewed  to- 


they  made  a  kind 
which  they  covered 
gether. 

The  horfes,  oxen  and  camels,  fwam  over  ; 
which  indeed  the  laft  did  very  eafily  ;  for  as  foont 
as  they  loofe  footing  on  the  ground,  they  turn 
themfclves  on  one  fide,  without  ftirring  their 
feet,  like  a  floating  leathern  bag  ;  no  more  care 
being  neceflary  than  to  bind  five  or  fix  of  them 
faft  together  by  the  bridles  and  tails,  and  let 
fome  perfon  fwim  a  horfe  before  them,  which  is 
fattened  to  the  bridle  of  the  firft,  and  confe- 
quently  tows  him  along  •,  without  which  pre- 
caution they  would  drive  feveral  miles  down  the 
ftream  before  they  got  over. 

This  river  being  broad  and  rapid,  the  paflage 
took  them  up  feveral  days ;  but  immediately 
purfuing  their  journey,  they  forded  feveral  fmall 
rivers,  and  on  the  twenty-fifth  of  the  month  paf- 
fed  the  river  Zadun. 


CHAP. 


IV. 


Our  author profecutes  his  journey  towards  China  ;  his  reception  at  thejirjl  Chinefe  guard ;  ah 
account  of  the  Targadnian  Tartars,  their  cujloms  and  manner  of  living  ;  jloort  defcription  of 
the  pleajant  country  they  inhabit ;  Mr.  Ides  is  met  by  a  Chinefe  Mandarin  near  the  village 
of  Xixigar ;  mutual  civilities  pafs  between  Mr.  Ides  and  the  Mandarin  ;  particulars  refpec- 
ting  the  inhabitants  of  the  province  of  Xixigar  ;  Mr.  Ides  and  the  Mandarin  pafs  through  a 
country  in  which  there  are  feveral  decayed  cities  ;  they  arrive  at  a  village  inhabited  by  'Tar- 
tarian priejls ;  a  defcription  of  the  adjacent  country  ;  the  manner  in  which  the  emperor  of 
China  hunts  tygers,  and  other  game ;  account  of  fome  birds  met  with  by  our  author,  and 
other  particulars. 


ON  the  firft  of  September  our  author  ar- 
rived at  the  Jalifchian  mountains,  where 
he  was  met  by  a  Ruffian  gentleman  whom 
he  had  previoufly  difpatched  to  Xixigar,  who 
had  already  returned  fo  far,  where  he  had  wait- 
ed fome  days  for  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Ides.  He 
was  accompanied  by  a  Chinefe  captain,  and 
ten  men,  who  were  fent  to  meet,  the  ambaf- 
fador. 

Mr.  Ides  having  ordered  the  captain  to  be 
introduced  to  him,  received  the  compliments  of 
his  lords,  who  had  fent  by  him  twenty  horfes 
for  the  ambaflador's  ufe,  and  fome  neceflary  re- 
frefhments,  among  which  was  fome  tea,  loaf- 
fugar,  and  fifteen  fheep,  which  Mr.  Ides  gladly 
accepted,  and  in  return  made  the  captain  feveral 
prefents. 

The  Jalifchian  mountains  are  fo  called  from 
the  river  Jalo's  rifing  among  them  ;  its  fource 
being  united  to  feveral  rivulets  which  fall  from 
the  hills.  In  climbing  thefe  high  mountains  on 
the  north  fide,  they  found  them  not  one  third 
part  fo  fteep  as  the  defcent  on  the  fouth  ;  be- 
fides  which  they  obferved  a  very  remarkable  al- 
teration of  the  whole  country  on  the  fouth  fide 
of  the  hills. 

On  the  fecond  of  September  they  quitted  the 
hills,  and  travelling  along  the  fouth  fide  of  the 
river  Jalo,  were  entertained  with  the  fight  of 
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very  fine  oak  and  lime  trees,  together  with  a 
great  number  of  hazel  buihes,  which  were  not 
above  four  feet  high,  and  yet  bore  vaft  quan- 
tities of  nuts. 

They  proceeded  two  days  in  this  agreeable 
road,  and  then,  to  their  great  fatisfaction,  reach- 
ed the  firft  Chinefe  guard,  which  was  placed 
upon  a  high  mountain,  that  afforded  them  a 
very  large  view,  and  commanded  the  whole  ad- 
jacent plain.  As  foon  as  this  watch  efpy  any 
perfon,  it  is  their  bufinefs  to  fummon  them, 
and  conduct  them  to  their  main  guard;  and  thus 
Mr.  Ides  and  his  retinue  were  conducted. 

They  continued  their  journey,  and  on  the 
fifth  of  the  month  got  fight  of  the  firft  Targa- 
zinian  huts,  and  the  next  day  pafled  by  the  laft 
of  them.  The  Targazinians  are  a  feparate  in- 
dependent clan,  who  are  obliged  to  pay  tribute 
to  the  emperor  of  China.  They  are  governed 
by  a  chief  of  their  own,  but  neverthelefs  obey 
thofe  who  are  moft  potent  in  Tartary.  They 
are  an  infidel  heathen  nation,  and  are  faid  to 
worfhip  the  devil. 

Thefe  people  are  of  the  middle  ftature,  and 
have  very  broad  faces.  Their  fummer  drefs  is 
compofed  of  blue  China  callico  and  tanned  lea- 
ther, but  as  in  the  winter  the  weather  is  pretty 
cold  betwixt  the  mountains,  they  then  wear 
coats  made  of  iheep  Ikins.     Their  language  is 
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very  little  different  from  that  of  the  Tunguzi- 
ans  -,  and  they  live  in  huts  made  of  thin  bamboes 
or  reeds. 

They  cultivate  their  land  for  the  production 
of  barley,  oats  and  millet ;  and  as  they  raife 
more  than  enough  for  their  own  confumption, 
they  fell  the  overplus  to  ihe  inhabitants  of  fome 
diftant  villages,  who  do  not  cultivate  their  lands. 
Their  cattle  are  chiefly  horfes,  camels,  bulls, 
cows  and  fheep,  the  laft  of  which  are  very  fine 
and  large,  and  famous  for  the  amazing  fize  and 
fatnefs  of  their  tails.  Thefe  people  generally 
ride  upon  oxen,  and  are  very  expert  archers. 
They  make  great  quantities  of  bows,  which 
are  efteemed  the  beft  in  all  Tartary,  and  are 
therefore  fold  at  a  very  nigh  price. 

"  We  palled,"  fays  our  author,  "  by  thefe 
"  people  on  our  journey  on  the  charming  banks 
"  of  the  river  Jalo  with  the  utmoft  pleafure ; 
"  but  now  turned  our  eyes  from  dience  down- 
M  wards  towards  the  fouth." 

"  I  cannot  help  owning  that  the  fide  of  this 
**  river  is  a  perfect  paradife,  as  it  confifts  of 
"  beautiful  pafture-grounds,  filver  ftreams,  and 
"  the  pleafanteft  woods  in  the  world  •,  and  the 
"  moft  delicious  entertainment  of  the  eye  is  not 
"  a  little  improved  by  the  profpedt  of  the  ri- 
*c  fing  ground,  and  beautiful  towering  hills, 
"  which  offer  themfelves  to  view  at  about  a  mile 
**  and  a  half  diftance  on  each  fide,  and  form 
"  a  perfect  warren  or  park  of  wild  game  ; 
"  great  numbers  of  wild  fwine,  harts,  and  vaft 
"  herds  of  tygers  and  panthers  harbouring  un- 
"  der  thefe  fhady  mountains." 

"  Here  are  multitudes  of  wild  ducks,  a  fort 
"  of  geefe  called  turpani,  adorned  with  all  forts 
"  of  variegated  feathers,  like  thofe  of  India, 
"  and  a  particular  fort  of  extraordinary  beauti- 
'•  ful  partridges,  the  feathers  of  which  are  of 
"  feveral  colours,  and  their  tails  about  an  ell 
"  long.  They  are  delicate  eating,  being  in 
*'  taflelike  pheafants.  They  harbour  infields, 
"  in  die  long  grafs,  and  in  low  nut-bufh.es ;  and 
'■'  being  fprung,  they  in  their  flight  clap  their 
"•t  wings  with  a  noife  as  loud  as  a  ftork." 

Mr.  Ides  having  left  this  charming  country, 
fpent  three  days  in  travelling  between  moun- 
tains and  rocks,  where  he  and  his  company 
were  diftrelTed  for  want  of  good  water,  being 
obliged  to  content  thcmfelves  with  what  the  pits 
yielded,  which  was  of  a  deep  brown  colour,  and 
almoft  flunk  :  but  on  the  eleventh  of  the  month 
they  left  the  hills,  and  arrived  at  a  plain,  which 
was  fo  barren  that  nothing  at  all  grew  on  it  : 
however,  they  had  only  one  day's  journey  to 
Xixigar,  and  in  the  evening  encamped  at  about 
half  a  mile  diftance  from  that  place. 

Having  now  reached  the  borders  of  China, 
Mr.  Ides  difpatched  a  meflenger  to  the  manda- 
rin, who  had  been  fent  from  Pegu  to  receive 
him  -,  and  having  ranged  his  retinue  in  proper 
order,  let  forward  early  in  the  morning  of  the 
twelfth,  and  was  foon  informed  by  the  return  of 
his  meflenger,  that  the  mandarin,  accompanied 
by  eighty  men.  would  ride  from  the  town  of 
Xixigar  to  meet  him,  and  was  already  on  his 
way. 
'  g  We  approached  each  other,"  fays  Mr.  Ides, 


"  but  flowly,  and  met  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
"  fhort  of  the  town,  where  I  was  very  civilly 
"  welcomed  by  the  mandarin  •,  and  after  mu- 
"  tual  compliments  were  pafled,  we  rode  for- 
"  wards  together  in  order,  (making  a  very  good 
"  appearance, )  till  we  reached  the  town,  where 
"  a  very  good  houfe  was  provided  for  me,  and 
"  thole  of  my  retinue  were  well  lodged  fuitable 
"  to  their  characters,  as  well  as  the  coflacks  than 
"  I  had  with  me,  in  the  beft  houfes  in  the 
"  town." 

This  province  is  fituated  in  a  very  variable 
and  unwholfome  climate.  About  noon  gene- 
rally arifes  a  high  wind,  which  condnues  two 
hours,  during  which  the  iky  is  overcaft  ;  but, 
except  for  this  fhort  time,  the  fun  fhines  very  hot 
almoft  continually  ;  by  means  of  which,  and  the 
conftant  wind,  the  earth  is  lb  dried,  and  blown 
about,  that  the  fine  white  duft  is  fcarceiy  fup- 
portable. 

Our  author  fays  he  was  very  particular  in  his 
obfervation  of  the  alteration  of  the  air  when  he 
came  from  between  the  hills  :  about  five  miles 
from  Xixigar  he  perceived  the  air  to  be  cloudy 
as  far  as  the  mountains  extended,  but  no  far- 
ther; and  particularly,  where  the  hills  ended, 
the  air  was  clearly  and  vifibly  feparated  by  a 
windy  arch,  from  the  weft  to  the  eaft,  towards 
the  Abanian  mountains.  A  very  extraordinary 
phenomenon,  which  he  aficrts  as  having  been 
an  eye-v/itnefs  of  it.  ' 

The  mandarin,  who  was  an  agreeable  well- 
bred  man,  having  invited  Mr.  Ides  to  dine  with 
him,  receive,!  him  with  particular  expreifions  of 
kindnefs,  and  treated  him  in  a  fplendid  manner: 
the  entertainment  confifted  of  good  foups,  fa- 
voury  herbs,  and  meats  both  roafted  and  baked-, 
which  were  followed  by  a  defert  of  fweet-meats 
and  Chincfe  fruits.  His  attendants  and  foldiers 
were  all  difpofed  in  the  utmoft  order,  and  feem- 
ed  to  know  their  ftations,  and  perform  thwrir 
duty  as  well  as  Europeans.  Our  author  ac- 
knowledges that  every  thing  was  perfectly  a- 
greeabic  to  him,  except  being  obliged  to  fit 
crofs-kgged  on  the  carpet,  according  to  the  cuf- 
tom  of  the  country. 

On  the  following  day  Mr.  Ides  treated  the 
mandarin  in  return,  when  he  entertained  him 
after  the  European  manner,  and  pufhed  the  bot- 
tle brifkly  about,  while  the  mufic  played  and 
trumpets  founded  •,  all  which  greatly  pleafed  the 
mandarin  and  his  company,  who  returned  home 
pretty  mellow,  and  highly  pleafed  with  Eu- 
ropean civility. 

On  the  twenty-fifth  of  the  month  the  mandarin 
again  entertained  Mr.  Ides  and  his  retinue,  and 
on  the  following  day  dined  with  him.  For  fome 
days  paft  our  author  had  been  making  all  neccf- 
fary  preparations  for  his  journey  to  Pekin  ;  and 
being  now  ready,  the  mandarin  informed  him, 
that  purfuant  to  the  orders  of  his  fovereign,  ^5 
many  coachmen  or  waggoners  as  were  neceflfary, 
were  prepared  to  wait  on  him  : 

"  But,"  fays  Mr.  Ides,  "  before  I  invite  the 
"  reader  to  accompany  me  in  this  journey,  I 
"  think  myfelf  obliged  to  defcribe  what  appear- 
"  ed  remarkable  to  me  among  the  inhabitants 
"  of  the  province  of  Xixigar." 

<c  About 
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"  About  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  this  frontier 
"  town,  runs  the  river  Naun,  on  which  is  fi- 
"  tuated  the  city  of  Naunkoton,  which  is  en- 
"  comparted  with  walls  of  earth,  well  lined, 
"  and  covered  on  the  outfide  with  maffy  tim- 
"  ber.  The  inhabitants  of  this  city,  and  the 
"  fix  large  fouthern  villages,  fubordinate  to  it, 
"  are  called  Daori  or  Old  Dauri  ;  and  at  pre- 
"  lent  this  country  is  called  Dori,  by  the  Tar- 
"  tars,  who  inhabit  all  along  the  rivers  Naun 
"  and  Jalo  to  Albazin." 

"  Thefe  people  have  very  rich  manured  lands, 
"  with  all  forts  of  garden  fruits,  and  feveral  to- 
"  bacco  plantations  •,  but  their  religion  is  im- 
"  pious  and  diabolical  ;  for,  according  to  their 
"  own  report,  they  are  all  fkamans  or  conju- 
"  rers,  who  invoke  the  devil." 

"  Several  neighbours  of  both  fexes  affemble 
"  together  about  midnight,  when  one  of  them 
"  lies  with  his  body  extended  on  the  earth,  and 
"  fome  cf  the  by-flanders  with  exalted  voices 
"  make  a  dilmal  howling-,  others  beat  a  fort  of 
"  drums,  which  ceafing  for  a  fmall  interval, 
"  the  howling  is  renewed,  and  fometimes  lafts 
"  for  two  hours,  until  he  who  lies  on  the  ground 
"  feems  returned  to  his  fenfes,  and  after  a  tedi- 
"  ous  howling,  rifes  up  and  relates  where  he 
"  hath  been  and  what  he  hath  feen  and  heard  ; 
"  after  which,  whatever  any  of  the  company  are 
"  defirous  to  be  informed  of,  concerning  future 
"  events,  or  other  particulars,  is  propofed  to 
"  him  ;  and,  while  I  remained  in  this  place  no 
"  night  pafTed  without  this  hideous  howling." 

"  They  keep  their  dead  three  days  in  their 
"  houfes,  and  then  bury  the  corps  in  a  high- 
*'  railed  grave  in  the  gardens  or  fields  •,  after 
"  which  it  is  daily  vifited  by  the  relations,  a 
"  hole  being  left  open  at  the  head,  to  which 
"  place  they  bring  the  dead  all  forts  of  victuals 
"  and  drink,  and  convey  the  victuals  by  a  fpoon 
"  made  for  that  purpofe  to  the  very  mouth  of 
"  the  deceafed,  but  leave  the  drink  Handing  in 
"  fmall  tin  cups  round  the  grave  :  this  practice 
*'  lafts  for  feveral  weeks,  at  the  end  of  which 
"  they  bury  the  {linking  carcafe  a  confiderable 
"  way  deeper  in  the  earth." 

"  They  live  in  houfes  of  clay  or  earth,  cover- 
"  ed  with   reeds   or  fmall  bamboes,  fomewhat 
"  like  the  peafants  thatched  houfes  in  Europe. 
"  The  walls  on  the  infide  are  partly  white,  be- 
**  ing  plaiftered  with  lime.     In  the  middle  of 
"  the  houfe  is  erected  a  pillar,  about  which  are 
"  wound  the  entrails  of  beafts,  by  which  hang  a 
"  fmall  bow  and  arrows,  pikes,  and  other  arms  : 
"  to  all  this  they  fometimes,  by  bowing  and 
"  proftrations,  pay  an  idolatrous  fort  of  worfhip. 
"  Their  houfes  have  no  partitions,  but  almoft 
"  one  half  of  the  houfe,  clofe  to  the  walls,  is 
"  taken  up   all   round,  with   a  large  bench  of 
"  about   four  feet    high    and   near    eight   feet 
"  broad,  covered  with  red  matts  :  under  thefe 
"  benches  pafles  a  chimney,  at  one  end  of  which 
**  a  fire  is  kindled   near  the  door  of  the  houfe, 
"  and  the  fmoke  goes  out  at  the  other  end  •,  and 
"  in   winter  this  chimney  ferves   inftead  of   a 
"  ftove. 

"  In  thefe  dwellings  are  conftantly  fixed  two 
"  iron  kettles,  in  one  of  which  is  warm  water  to 


"  make  tea,  and  the  other  is  refcrved  for  boil- 
"  ing  of  victuals.  The  houfe  is  on  every  fide 
"  provided  with  fquare  windows,  which  are  lat- 
"  ticed  with  paper  inftead  of  glafs,  and'in  warm 
"  weather  they  are  fet  open  with  a  flick  to  ad- 
"  mit  the  cool  breezes  to  pals  through  the  apart- 
"  ment." 

"  Thefe  people  in  general,  but  efpecially  the 
"  women,  are  extremely  well  fhaped,  and  wear 
"  the  fame  habit  as  the  Manfiourian  Tartars  in 
"  China.  The  fecretaries  of  the  Mandarines, 
"  who  are  in  the  fervice  of  the  Chan,  and  are 
"  fent  hither  or  to  any  other  place  in  Tartary, 
"  whenever  they  are  inclined  to  venereal  plea- 
"  fures,  feize  for  their  own  ufe  as  many  married 
"  women  or  young  virgins  as  they  pleafe  ;  and  I 
"  have  frequently  feen  them  carry  off  the  mod 
"  beautiful  creatures  on  waggons,  as  to  the 
"  daughter." 

"  Some  men  being  obliged  to  fend  their  wives 
"  after  thefe  courtiers,  boaft  of  it  as  a  very 
"  particular  favour,  that  they  have  the  honour 
"  to  have  fuch  a  lord  for  their  brother-in-law  ; 
"  while  others,  though  greatly  diffatisfied  with 
"  this  horrid  cuftom,  are  obliged  to  bear  their 
"  misfortunes  patiently." 

Mr.  Ides  left  Xixigar  on  the  twenty-eighth  of 
September,  in  company  with  the  Mandarin,  and 
having  pafTed  through  feveral  villages,  they  on 
the  next  day  arrived  on  the  other  fide  of  the  river 
Jalo,  where  it  falls  into  the  Naunda.  The  Jalo 
being  fhallow  they  forded  it  without  any  diffi- 
culty, but  they  did  not  fo  eafily  pafs  the  Naun- 
da, which  is  very  broad,  with  a  high  bank  of 
earth  and  fand  on  each  fide. 

On  the  thirtieth  they  turned  off  from  the  river 
Naunda,  and  travelled  over  mountains  till  the 
evening,  when  they  reached  the  Mongalian  ri-> 
vers.  Thefe  Mongalians  are  fubject  to  the  em- 
peror of  China. 

After  travelling  four  days  without  feeing  a 
fingle  houfe,  they  came  to  an  old  ruined  city, 
encompafied  with  a  quadrangular  mud-wall,  a- 
bout  a  German  mile  in  circumference  ;  and  after 
travelling  fix  days  more,  through  a  hilly  country 
utterly  deftitute  of  houfes,  they  reached  another 
old  defolate  city,  called  Taimingzingh;  fortified 
with  a  fquare  wall  and  bulwarks.  There  were 
in  it  two  towers,  one  very  high  and  the  other  lefs  : 
the  largeft  was  an  odlogon,  the  front  of  which 
was  built  with  brick,  and  about  ten  fathom 
from  the  ground  :  and  on  each  of  the  eight  fides 
were  Hones  placed,  on  which  were  carved  leveral 
hiftories. 

On  fome  of  them  were  exprefled  feveral  kings 
or  other  powerful  perfonages,  as  large  as  the 
life,  fitting  with  their  feet  under  them,  and  at- 
tendants on  each  fide  of  them  :  others  exhibited 
feveral  figures,  which  feemed  to  repreient  queens 
folding  their  hands  together,  with  their  fervants 
on  each  fide  ;  the  queens  having  crowns  on  their 
heads,  and  the  others  being  adorned  with  rays  or 
luftres,  as  faints  are  commonly  painted,  and  alfo 
folding  their  hands  ;  all  which  feems  to  indicate 
that  this  tower  mull  have  been  built  by  chrift- 
tans. 

There  were  other  fculptures  on  this  tower  re- 
prefenting  warriors  with  pikes,  after  the  Chinefie 
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manner,  the  king  being  bare-headed,  in  the  mid- 
dle, with  a  fceptre  in  his  hand,  and  all  the  by- 
ftanders  appearing  with  hideous  diabolical  vi- 
fages.  The  proportion  of  all  thefe  images  was 
fo  exactly  obferved,  that  they  looked  like  the 
works  of  European  matters. 

This  turret   was  perfectly  clofe   on    all  fides, 
with  no  kind  of  afcent  without  or  entrance  into 
Several  large  heaps  of  bricks  lay  in  the  city, 


It 


befides  a  great  many  ftone  ftatues  as  big  as  the 
life,  in  the  figures  of  men  and  idols,  grave-ftones, 
great  ftcne  lions,  and  tortoifes  of  an  uncommon 
fize  •,  by  all  which  this  city  appeared  to  have 
been  the  refidence  of  fome  ibvereign  prince. 

One  part  of  the  city  was  divided  from  the 
other  by  a  wall  of  earth  ■,  the  bulwarks  were  ex- 
traordinary large  and  high,  and  this  great  city 
had  but  four  pores  or  entrances,  through  which 
ran  great  multitudes  of  hares,  to  devour  the  grafs 
that  grew  within  the  walls. 

The  Chinefe  relate,  that  many  hundred  years 
ago,  Utaichan,  or  Un-Chan,  a  Tartarian  king, 
governed  here,  but  was  conquered  and  driven 
out  of  his  country  by  a  Chinefe  king. 

In  many  places  among  the  mountains  Mr.  Ides 
faw  feveral  brick  turrets  (landing,  which  appear- 
to  have  been  the  ancient  burial  places  of  the 
Tartars.  On  thefe  hills  he  hkewife  obferved  a 
variety  of  known  and  unknown  plants,  growing 
as  thick  as  grafs  for  the  fpace  of  feveral  miles. 

After  travelling  four  days  farther,  our  author 
came  to  Eurgan  Koton,  or  the  Idol  City,  as  it  is 
called,  which  was  likewife  utterly  laid  wade.  It 
takes  its  name  from  being  a  place  where  former- 
ly only  the  principal  heathen  priefts  lived.  It 
had  a  mud-wall,  mod  of  which  is  at  prefent  fal- 
len down. 

In  the  middle  of  the  city  is  a  high  octan- 
gular ftone  turret,  built  in  the  Chinefe  man- 
ner, and  hung  with  feveral  hundred  fmall  iron 
bells,  which,  whenever  the  wind  rifes,  chime 
with  a  found  that  is  perfectly  agreeable.  There 
was  an  entrance  into  this  fteeple,  by  which  Mr. 
Ides  fent  fome  of  his  people  up,  to  fee  what  was 
to  be  found  in  it  ;  and  they  informed  him  that 
in  feveral  dark  holes  they  faw  many  thoufand 
idols  of  various  ihapes. 

On  one  fide  of  this  turret  were  feveral  holes, 
out  of  which  decayed  ftones  had  fallen  ;  and 
thefe  holes  were  filled  with  inferiptions  in  the 
eaftern  Tartarian  language,  which  were  written 
by  travellers  who  had  pafied  that  way,  particu- 
larly by  the  Lamas  or  priefts  ;  and  others,  who 
could  not  write,  had  left  behind  them  feveral 
figures  moulded  in  clay. 

Half  a  mile  from  hence  is  a  Chinefe  village, 
inhabited  by  Tartarian  priefts,  who  entertain  all 
Tartars  travelling  this  way,  and  inftruct  them  in 
the  myfteries  of  their  religion.  Our  travellers 
now  pailed  on  over  fandy  and  downy  land,  on 
which  was  a  fmall  hill,  with  fome  old  birch-trees 
on  it.  This  hillock  is  efteemed  facred  by  the 
Mongalians  and  the  neighbouring  Tartars,  and 
thofe  who  travel  by  it,  as  a  religious  offering  in 
honour  of  the  place,  and  in  order  to  obtain  a  good 
journey,  hang  fomething  which  they  have  about 
them  upon  the  trees,  which  are  in  a  manner  co- 
vered with  caps,  purfes,  boots,  breeches,  ihirts,  &c. 


fo  that  they  refemble  fhops  where  old  cloaths  are 
fold  ;  and  it  is  thought  fcandalous  to  remove 
any  of  thefe  things,  which  muft  hang  and  rot 
upon  the  principle  of  religion. 

At  length  they  came  to  the  river  which  is  cal- 
ed  'Schara  Murin  or  yellow  horfe,  and  advancing 
farther  came  to  the  river  Logaa,  which  falls  into 
the  Schara  Murin.     The  land  here  on  each  fide 
is  rocky  ;  but  in  the  valleys  are  fome  fine  vil- 
lages, and  well  cultivated  grounds.     After  this 
they  reached  a  fmall  city  called  Kara-Katon  cr 
Black  City  •,  which  is  quadrangular,  and  encom- 
pafted   with  oaken  palliiadoes   driven  into  the 
ground,  which  ferve  to  defend  it    from  the  ty- 
gers    and  leopards  that  abound   in  the   coun- 
try. 

The  land  all  about  this  city  is  chiefly  high 
rocks,  between  which  grow  thickets  of  oaks, 
and  great  quantities  of  grafs,  where  multitudes 
of  thefe  bcalts  harbour ;  for  which  realbn,  from 
this  place  to  the  great  wall  of  China,  it  is 
thought  fo  dangerous,  that  no  perfons  venture  to 
travel  it  by  night ;  and  ail  the  horfes,  afles,  ca- 
mels, and  cows  have  bells  fattened  about  their 
necks,    which     fomewhat    intimidates    the  ty- 


gers. 


The  inhabitants  told  our  travellers  that  it 
has  frequently  happened  that  people  who  have 
gone  amongft  the  hills  have  been  torn  to  pieces 
in  the  day  time  •,  whereupon  the  Mandarin  de- 
fired  Mr.  Ides  to  give  orders  that  none  of  his 
people  fhould  venture  out  of  the  road,  left  they 
might  be  devoured  by  thefe  wild  beafts. 

In  the  month  of  Auguft  every  year  the  empe- 
ror of  China  comes  to  this  place  to  hunt  tygers, 
accompanied  by  two  or  three  thoufand  of  the  beft 
archers  in  Tartary,  and  a  party  of  lancers. 
When  the  tygers  are  to  be  put  up,  the  emperor 
himfelf  goes  to  the  foot  of  the  hill,  attended  by 
a  number  of  men  armed  with  lances,  bows,  and 
arrows,  who  inveft  the  hill  on  all  fides  from  the 
top  to  the  bottom  ;  and  when  the  tygers  find 
themfelves  befet,  they  endeavour  by  leap- 
ing to  break  through  the  croud,  but  are 
hunted  with  drums  and  bells  till  they  come  to 
the  place  where  the  emperor  himfelf  is,  who 
fhoots  down  the  game  with  his  arrow,  without 
any  hazard  of  his  perfon  ;  for  if  there  happen  but 
the  leaft  danger,  he  is  encompafled  with  fo  many 
men,  that  they  eafily  defend  him  from  the  beaft 
with  their  lances. 

The  emperor  generally  fpends  fome  weeks  at 
this  fport,  by  intervals  putting  up  other  wild 
game,  as  fwine,  harts,  roebucks,  hares,  wolves, 
and  foxes  ;  which  our  author  gives  as  a  certain 
fact,  having  heard  it  not  only  from  the  inhabi- 
tants, but  from  the  Jefuits,  two  or  three  of  whom 
are  obliged  to  go  this  progrefs  with  him. 

In  the  fields  and  on  the  trees  in  this  neigh- 
bourhood our  author  faw  a  fort  of  bird  of  the 
fize  and  fhape  of  a  heron,  the  feathers  of  which 
were  very  beautiful,  the  neck  and  breaft  being 
white,  and  the  wings  and  tail  of  a  bright  fcarlet : 
the  flefh  of  this  bird  was  firm,  and  very  good  eat- 
ing. He  likewife  faw  another  bird,  about  the 
fize  of  a  parrot,  having  a  crooked  bill,  and  a 
tail  full  an  ell  long,  variegated  with  all  forts  of 
fine  colours,  but  fo  very  fhy  that  there  was  no 
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poffibility  of  catching  him.  Here  were  like- 
wife  partridges  with  long  tails,  and  beautiful 
feathers  of  various  colours. 

Not  far  from  hence  they  came  to  a  deep  rock, 
the  afcent  of  which  was  very  crooked  and  wind- 
ing, and  for  above  two  hundred  fathom  had 
been  hewn  through,  and  a  way  cut  which  was 
feven  fathom  broad,  which  was  probably  made 
for  the  convenience  of  travellers,  the  other  fide 
of  this  rock  being  impafiable  on  account  of  a 
deep  morafs. 

They  now  pafTed  continually  by  fteep  rocks, 
overgrown  with  oaks  and  limes,  and  in  the  vales 
were  chefnut,  and  large  nut-trees,    as  well  as 


vines,  which  grew  wild. 

From  hence  they  went  forwards  and  came  to 
a  very  high  rock,  fharp-pointed  at  the  top,  and 
fo  fteep  that  it  could  not  be  climbed.  On  one 
fide  of  this  rock,  about  half  way  up,  was  an 
idol-temple,  hewn  out  of  the  rock,  which  had 
four  windows,  and  inftead  of  idols  four  ftone 
ftatues  in  a  fitting  pofture.  Mr.  Ides  fays  it  is 
aftonifhing  to  think  how  men  could  get  there, 
and  perform  fuch  a  large  piece  of  work,  the  rock 
on  that  fide  being  fo  fteep,  that  a  moufe  could 
not  creep  up.  According  to  the  report  of  the 
inhabitants  this  temple  had  been  built  feveral 
hundred  years. 


CHAP. 


V. 


Our  author  arrives  at  the  famous  Chinefe  wall,  which  he  defcribes  ,  he  arrives  at  Galkan  ; 
account  of  the  manner  in  ivhich  he  was  treated  there ;  account  of  a  Chinefe  play  ,  Mr.  Ides 
arrives  at  the  city  of  Xantunnung  ;  account  of  the  temple  of  fugangu  ;  he  arrives  at  the 
cities  of  Kixu  andTunxo  ;  a  defcription  of  the  latter  ;  the  author's  entrance  into  the  city  of 
Pekin  ,  account  of  his  reception,  and  the  civilities  paid  him  till  the  emperor  was  ready  to 
give  him  audience  ;  he  receives  his  firjl  audience,  and  eats  in  the  prefence  of  the  emperor  ; 
a  defcription  of  the  emperor  s  apartment,  his  perfon,  and  the  behaviour  of  thofe 
about  him. 


ON  the  twenty-feventh  of  October   they 
reached   fome  watch  towers  on  the  pin- 
nacles of  the  rocks,  from  whence  they 
had  fight  of  the  great  wall  of  China,  at  which 
they  arrived  the  fame  day.     This  really  appears 
to  be  one  of  the  wonders  of  the  world. 

About  five  hundred  fathom  from  this  famous 
wall  is  a  valley,  each  fide  of  which  was  provi- 
ded with  a  battery  of  hewn  ftone,  from  one  of 
which  to  the  other  a  wall  about  three  fathom  high 
is  erected,  with  an  open  entrance. 

Paffing  through  this  firft  wall,  they  came  to 
the  entry  of  the  great  wall  through  a  watch  tow- 
er, about  eight  fathom  high,  arched  over  with 
hewn  ftone,  and  provided  with  large  doors 
ftrcns;thened  with  iron.  The  wall  runs  from 
eaft  to  weft,  a-crofs  the  valley,  and  up  extra- 
ordinary high  rocks,  and  about  five  hundred  fa- 
thom diftant  from  the  other,  hath  a  tower  built 
on  it.  The  bottom  of  this  wall,  for  about  a 
foot  in  heighth,  was  of  large  hewn  quarry  ftone, 
all  above  which  was  compofed  ot  brick  and 
lime  ■,  but  Mr.  Ides  was  of  opinion  that  the 
whole  was  formerly  built  with  the  fame  ftone  as 
the  foundation. 

Within  the  firft  port  they  came  into  a  plain, 
full  one  hundred  fathom  broad  ;  after  which 
they  came  to  another  guard-port,  which  had  a 
wall  on  each  fide,  and  like  the  firft  wall,  was 
carried  quite  acrofs  the  vale  ;  and  this,  as  well 
as  the  firft  port,  was  guarded  by  a  watch  of 
fifty  men. 

On  the  firft  or  great  wall  ftands  an  idol  tem- 
ple, with  the  enfigns  of  the  emperor  flying  on 
the  top  of  it.  The  wall  is  full  fix  fathom  high, 
andfour  thick,  fo  that  fix  horfemen  may  eafily  ride 
abreaft  on  it ;  and  it  was  in  as  good  repair  as  if 
N<?  XXXIX.  5  z 


it  had  not  been  erected  above  twenty  or  thirty 
years  :  no  part  of  it  being  fallen,  or  annoyed 
with  the  leaft  weed  or  filth,  as  other  old  walls  are 
obferved  to  be. 

Having  pafTed  the  laft  watch  tower,  they  came 
into  a  vale  about  three  hundred  fathoms  over, 
on  which  grew  fome  large  willows  ;  and  on  the 
weft  fide,  at  the  foot  of  a  rock,  was  a  magni- 
ficent temple  ;  a  mufket-fhot,  from  which,  is  the 
city  of  Galkan,  which  is  encompafied  with  a 
high  quadrangular  wall,  but  is  not  very  popu- 
lous. 

At  this  place  Mr.  Ides  was  welcomed  by  the 
difeharge  of  three  iron  guns,  and  remained  all 
night  in  the  fuburb?.  He  fays,  it  was  difficult 
to  pafs  the  ftreets,  on  account  of  the  great  con- 
courfe  of  people  who  were  drawn  together  by 
the  found  of  the  trumpets  and  bagpipes,  the 
mufic  of  which  inftruments  they  had  never  heard 
before. 

In  the  evening  the  mandarin  fent  to  invite 
Mr.  Ides  to  fup  with  him  in  the  royal  palace, 
where  the  emperor  refides  when  he  paffes  that 
way.  On  his  going  thither  he  found,  befides 
the  mandarin,  the  governor  and  the  greateft 
officers  of  the  city ;  and  after  they  had  drank 
tea,  a  noble  fupper  was  ferved  up,  while  they 
were  entertained  with  a  fpecimen  of  Chinele 
mufic,  confifting  of  all  forts  of  kettle-drums 
and  ftringed  inftruments,  which  made  fuch  a 
hideous,  confufed  noife,  that  Mr.  Ides  wifhed 
himfelf  at  a  diftance  from  the  place. 

They  fat  on  ftools  by  couples,  no  more  than 
two  being  at  each  table.  Thefe  tables  were  fine- 
ly jappanned,  and  covered  with  filk  carpets  of 
exquifite  needle  -  work.  They  ufe  no  table- 
cloths,  napkins,  knives,  forks,  or  plates  ;  but 
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only  two  fmall  round  (licks  of  ivory  or  ebony, 
were  laid  upon  the  table,  which  was  its  whole 
furniture  •,  but  indeed  they  are  fo  expert  in  the 
life  of  thefe  flicks,  that  they  can  take  up  with 
them  any  thing,  though  no  bigger  than  a  pin's 
head.  They  hold  them  in  the  right  hand,  be- 
twixt the  thumb  and  the  two  fore  fingers. 

All  the  victuals,  whether  foups,  rice,  ftewed 
or  roafted  meats,  are  brought  to  table  in  China 
veffels  :  each  fort  of  roaft-meat  is  ferved  up  a- 
lone,  cut  into  fmall  pieces  •,  but  the  defert  of 
fweet-meats  and  fruit  is  brought  in  little  China 
bafons. 

Their  foups  and  broths  are  extremely  grateful 
to  the  tafte,  being  enriched  with  very  delicious 
herbs  and  fpices,  as  mace,  cinnamon,  &c.  The 
herb  they  boil  in  their  foups  grows  on  rocks  in 
the  fea,  and  being  boiled  appears  flimy,  and 
when  dried  is  green,  as  it  alio  looks  in  the  foups. 
This  plant  has  no  leaves,  but  grows  with  inter- 
woven branches,  and  is  of  a  very  agreeable  tafte 
and  efteemed  very  wholfome. 

They  alfo  drefs  ftriped  fhrimps,  and  pigeons 
eggs  with  the  whites  tinged  red  and  yellow  ;  le- 
fides  which  they  have  fine  falleting,  particu- 
larly endive  cut  in  long  fmall  flips,  which  is 
very  agreeable  both  to  th'e  tafte  and  fmell  :  this 
they  lay  uppermoft  in  the  above  mentioned 
daft. 

Inftead  of  faltfellers,  they  have  fmall  faucers 
of  pickle  or  brine,  into  which  the  meat  is  dip- 
ped •,  and  as  they  ufe  no  fpoons,  each  perfon 
takes  the  cup  of  foup  fet  before  him,  and  fups 
it  up  i  but  that  part  which  is  too  grofs  he  guides 
to  his  mouth  with  the  round  flicks,  that  no- 
thing may  run  befides  the  mouth  and  foul  their 
cloaths ;  for  they  ufe  no  napkins,  though  in- 
deed their  handkerchiefs  hang  by  their  fides, 
with  which  they  only  wipe  their  mouths. 

In  the  public  eating-houfes  or  ordinaries,  the 
carver  ftands  at  the  table  with  the  roaft-meat 
before  him,  which,  in  prefence  of  the  guefts, 
he  cuts  into  fmall  bits,  puts  them  into  little  cups, 
and  fets  them  on  the  tabic.  This  carver  makes 
ufe  of  no  cloth  to  wipe  his  hands,  but  cuts  off 
what  is  beft  dreffed  round  the  bone  as  long  as 
he  can,  and  tears  off  the  remainder  with  his 
hands,  fo  that  he  is  greafed  up  to  the  very  el- 
bows, in  fuch  a  manner  that  the  fight  alone  is 
fufficient  to  fatisfy  the  appetite  of  one  who  has  a 
fqueamifh  ftomach. 

Their  liquors  are  brandy,  which  they  call 
Arakka,  and  a  fort  of  wine  they  drink  warm, 
called  Tarufa,  which  is  a  decoclion  of  green  or 
half-ripe  rice  -,  and,  after  it  hath  been  kept  a 
year  or  two,  it  is  like  the  beft  rheniih  wine,  in 
colour,  tafte  and  ftrength. 

"  Whilil  we  were  at  table,"  fays  Mr.  Ides, 
"  the  mailer  of  the  band  of  players,  upon  his 
"  knees,  prefented  the  mandarin  with  a  book 
"  of  red  paper,  containing  a  lift  of  plays  written 
"  in  black  letters,which  the  mandarin  perufing, 
"  told  him  which  play  he  chofe  :  after  bowing 
"  his  head  to  the  earth,  he  arofe  and  began  the 
"  performance  immediately." 

"  Firft  entered  a  very  beautiful  lady,  magni- 
"  ficently  dreffed  in  cloth  of  gold,  adorned  with 
J*  jewels,  and  a  crown  upon  her  head,  finging 


"  her  fpeech,  with  a  charming  voice,  and  an  a*- 
"  greeable  motion  of  the  body,  and  playin» 
"  with  her  hands,  in  one  of  which  fhe  had  a 
"  fan." 

"  The  prologue  thus  performed,  the  play 
"  followed,  the  ftcry  of  which  turned  upon  a 
"  Chinefe  emperor,  long  fince  dead,  who  had 
"  behaved  himfelf  well  towards  his  country,  and 
"  in  honour  of  whole  memory  the  play  was 
"  written.  Sometimes  he  appeared  in  royal 
"  robes,  with  a  flat  ivory  lceptre  in  his  hand  : 
"  fometimes  his  officers  fhewed  themfelves  with 
"  enfigns,  arms,  drums,  &c.  and  by  intervals 
"  a  fort  of  farce  was  acted  by  their  lacqueys, 
"  whofe  antic  drefles,  and  painted  faces,  were 
"  as  well  as  any  I  have  fecn  in  Europe  ;  and  as 
':  far  as  was  interpreted  to  me,  their  farce  was 
"  very  diverting,  especially  a  part  pf  it,  which 
"  repreientcd  a  perlon  who  had  in  his  marriage 
"  been  cheated  by  a  debauched  wife,  and  fan- 
"  eying  her  conllant  to  him,  had  the  mortiB- 
"  cation  to  fee  another  m..kc  love  to  her  before 
"  his  face." 

"  They  alfo,  according  to  their  manner,  dr.n- 
"  ced  to  the  lute  ;  and  after  three  feveral  play; 
"  were  acted,  and  it  grew  towards  midnight,  I 
"  took  my  leave,  rid  home,  fet  forward  on  my 
"  jouincy  the  following  day,  and  over  a  fioat- 
"  ing  wooden  bridge  palled  the  river  Lv.reo, 
"  which  comes  from  the  weft,  and  flGats  fouth- 
"  eaftward  into  the  lea  of  Corea." 

"  Upon  my  arrival  at  the  city  of  Xantun- 
c>  nung,  near  that  of  Lania,  we  were  welcomed 
"  by  the  dilcharee  of  feveral  g-uns,  and  lodged 
"  in  the  fuburbs.  The  mandarin  feat  to  invite. 
"  me  to  dipper,  in  compliance  with  which,  ia 
"  company  with  the  governor  and  principal  of- 
"  fleers  of  the  city,  I  went  accordingly,  and 
"  was  fplendidly  entertained  at  the  empen 
"  country  palace,  and  again  diverted  with 
"  farces." 

"  On  the  fame  day  we  paffed  the  river  Xun- 
"  go,  and  happily  reached  the  city  of  Xantun- 
"  nung  time  enough  to  ledge  there,  where,  as 
"  in  the  other  cities,  I  was  entertained  by  the 
"  mandarin  in  the  imperial  apartment,  with  a 
"  fupper  and  play  till  midnight.'* 

"  Next  day  I  went  on,  and  palled  a  morals, 
"  over  which  lay  a  very  fine  flone  bridge,  with 
"  numerous  arches,  all.  of  fquare  floae,  and 
"  adorned  with  all  forts  of  imagery,  but  eipe- 
"  cially  figures  of  lions.  We  pafjed  thro'  feveral  " 
"  conliderable  towns  and  large  villages,  all  of 
"  which  were  very  populous,  and  well  provi- 
"  ded  with  hoifes  and  all  manner  of  necefiariea 
"  for  travellers  :  here  we  obferved  great 
"  numbers  of  inns,  cooks -llicps,  and  tf 
"  houfes." 

"  In  the  evening  we  arrived  at  the  city  of. 
"  Xungunxa,  where  the  maud  inn,  '  ore, 
"  invited  me  to  fupper  •,  but  being  indifpofed, 
"  and  very  much  tired  with  a  tedious  day's 
"  journey,  I  made  my  apology,  and  flaying  at 
"  home,  refrefhed  myieif  with  the  delicate 
"  fruits  of  that  country,  fuch  a;  grapes,  lercoc 
"  oranges,  apples,  pears,  chefnuts,  large  and 
"  fmall  nuts,  &c.  all  exquifke  in  their  refpec- 
«  tive  kinds." 

The 
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"  The  following  day  we  travelled  up  a  high 
rock,  paffing  by  the  temple  called  Jugangu, 
the  front  of  which  appeared  very  beautiful, 
being  all  of  iquare  itone,  and  feemed  to  be 
a  ftrong  fort  or  cattle." 

"  Next  day  we  pafled  on  the  eaft  fide,  over 
a  high  mountain,  by  a  beautiful  cloyfter,  and 
fe'veral  towns  and  villages." 
"  The  temple  of  Jugangu  is  in  the  province 
of  Pekin,  and  very  famous  on  account  of  the 
ge  of  an  ancient  Chinefe  king,  or  falfc 
God,  which  is  kept  there,  which  induces  fe- 
deral huibandmen,  not  only  from  the  neigh- 
bouring villages,  but  even  as  far  as  the  great 
wali,  to  go  thither  in  the  fpring  in  pilgri- 
mage, to  implore  a  fruitful  fummer  •,  and  af- 
ter harveft,  to  thank  their  deity  for  a  good 
crop  ;  to  perform  which  office  whole  villages 
rcibrt  thither  with  their  priefts." 
"  The  women,  dreffed  in  their  beft  apparel, 
ride  on  alfes  in  the  midft  of  the  procelfion  : 
the  priefts  carry  representations  of  feveral 
idols,  both  in  paintings  and  in  images  ofme- 
tal  ;  and  fome  of  the  men  carry  a  fort  of  long 
trumpets,  others  flutes,  drums  and  kettle 
drums,  with  which  they  make  a  horrid  noile. 
Thefe  are  followed  by  a  Lama,  or  prieft,  with 
a  bafket  fattened  to  his  body,  in  which  he 
carries  triangular  folded  papers,  fome  gilt 
and  others  filvered  over,  which  he  fcatters  on 
the  ground  within  one  hundred  yards  of  the 
temple,  in  honour  of  the  idol  5  and  another 
prieft  carries  burning  perfumed  tapers.  Thefe 
pilgrims  ftay  feveral  days  there,  paffing  their 
time  in  all  manner  of  diverfions,  as  well  as 
adls  of  devotion.3' 

"  Proiecuting  our  journey  we  pafled  by  a  city 
inhabited  only   by  the   emperor's  concubines 
and  eheir  retinue  ;  and  at  this  place  that  mo- 
narch ftays  feveral  days  when  he  goes  a  hunt- 
ing.    The  city  is  not  large,   but  hath  a  great 
many  fine  ftone  palaces  covered  with  red  tiles-, 
abounds  in  idol  temples,  and  is  encompafled 
with  a  high  ftone  wall.     About  three  cannon 
ihot  weft  of  this  place  is  a  fpring  of  boiling 
hot  water,  of  which  a  hot  bath  is  made." 
"  After  having  pafled    many  towns   and  vil- 
lages we  came  to  Kixu.     Here  the  hills  both 
on  the  eaft  and  weft  fides  of  us  began  to  dif- 
appear  ;  though  on    the   mountains,    on  the 
fouth-eaft   and   weftern    fides,    we  could  yet 
fee  the  great   wall.     Going  from  hence  we 
pafled  over  a  ftone  bridge  on  the  river  Xangu, 
and  repofed  that  night  at  Xangole." 
"  On  the  fecond  of  November  we  pafled  thro' 
feveral  towns  and  villages,  and  croffing  the 
river  Tungo  by  means  of  a  ftone   bridge,  ar- 
rived at  the  city  of  Tunxo,  which  is  fortified 
by  a  ftrong  wall,  and   fituated   clofe  to  the 
abovementioned  river.       The  governor   and 
principal  officers  of  the  city,  with  a  large  train 
of  horfemen,  came  as  far  as  the  bridge  to  wel- 
come me.     The  Mandarins  told  me  that  this 
governor  was  a  nobleman  of  great  rank,  by 
birth  a  Mongalian,  and  a  very  affable,  weli- 
'  bred  man.     He  invited  me  and  the  Manda- 
rins to  dinner,  and  gave  us  a  noble  entertain- 
ment, fuitable  to  his  quality  and  character." 
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"  The  city  of  Tunxo  is  very  large,  populous, 
and  a  place  of  great  trade,  on  account  of  the 
water-carriage  from  thence  to  Japan,  and  the 
provinces  of  Nankin  ar.d  Corea.  On  this 
river  and  on  its  ffiore  lie  a  great  many  Jonks, 
befides  feveral  which  belong  to  the  emperor, 
and  are  richly  adorned  with  carved  work,  gal- 
leries, and  windows  :  in  thefe  barges  the  go- 
vernors of  places  are  carried  to  their  appointed 
cities,  and  afterwards  brought  home  again." 
"  The  Jcnks  which  are  haled  on  fhore,  are 
inhabited  in  winter  like  houfes,  though  there 
is  indeed  but  very  little  winter  here,  nor  doth 
the  river  ever  freeze  up,  though  fometim.es  ice 
appears  on  the  fhorc.  The  Jonks  or  barks 
are  of  a  tolerable  lize,  and  built  very  ftrong. 
When  thty  lie  on  the  wharfs,  the  joints,  in- 
ftead  of  pitch  and  tar,  are  Hopped  and  rniear- 
ed  over  with  a  fort  of  clay  mixed  with  fome 
other  ingredients,  which,  being  once  dried, 
keeps  latter  and  firmer  than  any  pitch.  The 
marts  are  a  fort  of  bamboes,  hollow  within, 
but  yet  very  ftrong,  and  fome  of  them  are  as 
thick  as  the  waift  of  a  middle  fized  man.  The 
fails  are  a  certain  fort  ofrufhes  woven  toge- 
ther, that  when  furled  fold  up  are  as  pliable 
as  flags.  The  forepart  of  thefe  veflels  is  very 
flat,  being  built  archways  from  top  to  bot- 
tom, and  very  conveniently  fitted  for  the  fea ; 
and  according  to  the  report  of  the  inhabitants, 
one  of  thefe,  with  a  good  wind,  will  reach 
the  fea  of  Corea  in  three  or  four  days  ;  and, 
fuppofing  the  wind  ftill  favourable,  will  fail 
from  thence  in  four  or  five  days  more  to  the 
kingdom  of  Japan. 

"  Paffing  through   this  city   I  rode  through 
the  china  earthern-ware  market,  where  I  faw 
vaft  quantities  of  the  fineft  porcelain   in  the 
world.     I  alfo  obferved  abundance  of  pagods 
or  idol   temples   and   cloyfters ;   and    after   I 
had  lodged  a  night  in   the  fuburbs,  and  got 
every  thing  in  good  order,  departed  next  day, 
and  proceeded  forwards  towards  Pekin,  this 
being  the  laft  lodging-place  in  my  way  to  that 
celebrated  capital  of  this  extenfive  empire." 
"  About  ten  in  the   morning  we  approached 
within  half  a   mile  of  Pekin,  and    pafled  by 
Several  magnificent  country  feats  belonging  to 
the  inhabitants  as   well  as  Mandarins  :   both 
fides  of  the  way  were  adorned  with  thefe  noble 
buildings,  before  which   were  wide  channels, 
which  ferved  to  carry  off  the   falling  water, 
with  fmall   ftone   bridges  over  them  oppofite 
to  the  houfes.     The  gardens  were    moft  of 
them  fenced  with   ftone  walls,  and   adorned 
with    carved    gates,    and    very    fine  gafden- 
houfes  :   the   largeft  paths    were  planted    on 
each  fide   with  cyprefies   and   cedars,  which 
afforded    a    charming    profpect  and  paffagd 
through  them.  Thefe  pltalant  feats  continued 
on  each  fide  of  the  way  to  the  entrance  of  the 
city  ;  and  the  gates  of  the  fineft  gardens  were 
fet  open,  I  fuppofe  in  compliment  to  me." 
"  It  is  obfervable  that  from  the  great  wall  to 
Pekin,  at  the  diftance  of  about  every  half  mile, 
are  watch  towers,  in  each  of  which  are  five  or 
fix  foldiers,  who  by  night  and  day  <  ifplay  the 
emperors  flags  and  enligns,    which  are  yel- 
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low  :  thefe  turrets,  like  beacons,  ferve  on  oc- 
cafion  of  any   enemy   approaching  trom   the 
eaft,  to  light  fires  on,  to  convey  notice  of  it 
to  the  emperor,  which  is  done  fo  expeditioufly, 
that  in  a  very  few  hours  it  reaches  Pekin." 
"  The  land  from  the  city  of  Lama  hither   is 
plain,    and  good  arable   ground,    on  which 
grows  rice,  barley,  millet,  wheat,  oats,  peafe 
and  beans.     The  roads  here  are  very  broad, 
perfectly   ftrait,  and  kept  in   exceeding  neat 
order  •,  for  if  but  a  lingle  (tone  be  found   on 
them,  it  is  immediately  thrown  afide  by  per- 
fons  exprefsly  appointed  for  that  purpofe." 
"  In  all  the  villages  we  favv  pails  filled  with 
water  ftanding  ready  for  the  camels  and  affes 
to  drink  :  and  to  my  great  furprize  I  obferved 
that  the  great  roads  through  the  country  were 
as  noify    by   the    multitudes    of    travellers 
and  waggons,  as  if  they   were  the  crouded 
ftreets   of  a  populous    city  :  fo   wonderfully 
flocked  is  this  vaft  empire  with  inhabitants." 
"  After  I  had  caufed  our  caravan  with  all  the 
travelling  baggage  to  be  dilpatched  into  the  city 
an  hour  before  me,  I  rode  on  in  order  with  my 
convov,  and  thofewho  were  ordered  to  ride  be- 
fore  me,   making   in   all  ninety  perfons,  be- 
fides  feveral  Coffacks.       The  croud   at    the 
gates,  and  the  concourfe  of  people  with  which 
the  ftreets  were  lined,  gave  us  fome  interrup- 
tion at  our  entry  into  the  city.   Notwithftand- 
ing  there  were  feveral  of  the  emperor's  bolchy, 
or  harbingers  appointed   to  make  way  for  us, 
yet  they  had  great  difficulty  to  procure  us  bare 
palling  room,  the  Chinefe  being  very  curious 
to  fee  novelties." 

"  Being  come  near  to  the  ambafiador's  court, 
feveral  Mandarins  came  to  meet  and  compli- 
ment me  on  my  arrival.  Both  fides  of  the 
ftreets  were  lined  with  loldiers  as  well  as  the 
court,  riding  through  which  they  conducted 
me  to  my  apartment,  where,  not  only  myfelf, 
but  all  my  retinue  were  inftantly  (locked  with 
all  manner  of  provifions  and  refrefhments  ; 
and  we  every  morning  returned  thanks  to 
God,  who  after  a  long  and  difficult  journey  of 
a  year  and  eight  months  had  conducted  us  fafe 
to  the  place  of  our  destination." 
"  After  a  repofe  of  three  days,  I  expected  to 
be  informed  when  it  would  pleafe  the  emperor 
to  admit  me  to  audience  ;  and,  according  to 
the  cuftomofthe  country,  I  that  day  received 
the  emperor's  orders  to  make  my  appearance, 
to  partake  of  a  meal  by  way  of  a  welcome  to 
China." 

"  Hereupon  I  prepared  myfelf,  and  feveral 
great  Mandarins  were  appointed  to  conduct 
me  to  the  caftle,  where  the  viceroy,  Sungut 
Doriamba,  uncle  to  the  emperor,  and  four  of 
the  greatefc  lords  of  the  empire,  received  and 
welcomed  me.  The  floor  was  covered  with 
carpets,  upon  which  having  feated  myfelf  with 
thefe  gentlemen,  the  viceroy  acquainted  me 
that  the  emperor  his  mailer  prefented  me  with 
that  table  or  entertainment  ;  and  though  he 
could  not  himfelf  be  prefent,  yet  delired  I 
would  accept  this  meal,  as  a  welcome  after 
fuch  a  long  journey." 

"  The  table  was  immediately  covered  with  a 
cold  collation  of  roaft  geeie,  chicken,  pork 


"  and  mutton,  befides  all  forts  of  fruit  and  con- 
"  feclionary.  The  table  appointed  for  me  alone 
"  was  about  an  ell  fquare,  upon  which  the 
"  difhes,  which  were  all  of  filver,  and  piled  one 
"  upon  another,  amounted  to  the  number  of 
"  feventy." 

"  I  was  entertained  with  tarafoen  and  rhenilh 
"  wines,  while  the  viceroy  and  other  lords  drank 
"  tea  and  fmoked  tobacco  •,  and  then  the  vice- 
"  roy  made  me  a  compliment,  defiring  that  I 
"  would  accept  of  this  entertainment,  as  a  tefti- 
"  mony  of  the  emperor's  favour,  and  expect 
"  his  orders  in  a  few  days  to  receive  my  public 
"  audience,  and  deliver  their  czarifti  majefty's 
"  credentials :  upon  this  I  rofe  up,  and  thank- 
"  ing  him  for  the  emperor's  favours,  returned 
"  to  the  ambafiador's  court." 

"  On  the  twelfth  of  November  the  viceroy 
"  fent  fome  mandarins  to  give  me  notice  to  ap- 
"  pear  the  next  morning  in  the  caftle  with  their 
"  Czarifti  majefties  credentials  ;  for  which  I 
"  accordingly  prepared  myfelf.  At  eight  in  the 
"  morning  three  principal  mandarins  came  to 
"  inform  me  that  it  was  then  a  proper  time  to 
"  wait  on  the  emperor." 

"  Befides  their  common  habit,  they  were 
"  drelTed  in  robes,  which  were  embroidered, 
"  fome  with  dragons,  others  with  lions,  and  a. 
"  third  fort  with  tygers  and  cranes  en  the  bread 
"  and  back,  worked  with  gold  thread  :  they 
"  brought  with  them  fifty  horfes  for  my  train, 
"  and  1  advanced  in  good  order  towards  the 
"  court,  according  to  the  European  mode,  at- 
"  tended  by  my  retinue." 

"  Corriite  to  the  outer  gate  of  the  caftle,  there 
"  is  a  piiiar,  with  fome  characters  engraven  on 
"  it,  where  I  was  told  I  muft  alight,according  to 
"  their  cuftcm  ■,  fo  that  I  went  on  foot  through 
"  five  outer  courts  to  the  caftle  itfelf.  I  found 
"  a  great  number  of  Mandarins  waiting  for  me 
"  at  the  court,  all  cloathed  in  their  richeft  em- 
"  broidered  robes,  fuch  as  they  wear  in  the  ero- 
"  peror's  prefence." 

"  Having  mutually  exchanged  compliments, 
"  the  emperor  appeared  on  his  throne  •,  uj 
"  which,  I  delivered  their  czariih  majefties  cre- 
"  dentials,  and  after  the  ufual  ceremonies,  and 
"  a  fhort  fpeech,  was  conducted  back. 

"  On  the  fixteenth  of  the  fame  months  I  was 
"  informed  that  I  was  invited  to  eat  before  the 
"  emperor  j  whereupon  I  rode  to  court  in  the 
"  morning,  attended  by  feveral  mandarins  ap- 
tc  pointed  for  that  purpofe,  and  the  chief  gen- 
"  tlemen  of  my  retinue," 

"  In  the  fixth  court  a  great  number  of  lords 
"  and  mandarins  were  ftanding  in  rows  in  their 
"  bed  robes  •,  and  an  order  foon  arrived  for  u  , 
"  to  appear  above  in  the  palace.  As  foon  as  I 
"  entered,  the  emperor  afcended  his  throne,  ha- 
"  ving  near  him  fome  perfons  who  played  Very 
"  finely  on  the  fife,  and  a  life-guard  of  twelve 
"  men  with  gilt  halberts  without  any  point  to 
"  them,  but  adorned  with  the  tails  of  leopard ; 
"  and  tygers." 

"  As  foon  as  the  emperor  was  feated  the  mu- 
"  fie  ceafed,  and  the  halberdiers  feated  them- 
"  felves  crofs-legged  on  each  fide  below  the 
"  throne.  The  emperor's  table  was  fumifhed 
"  with  cold  meats,  fruit,  and  fweetmeats,  ferv- 
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ed  up  in  Silver  difhes,  and  the  whole  covered 
with  yellow  damaik." 

rt  The  viceroy  ftood  on  one  fide,  and  two 
other  of  the  principal  nobles  on  the  other  fide 
of"  his  imperial  majeity,  and  I  was  placed  on 
the  right  hand  of  the  throne,  about  four  fa- 
thom diftant  from  the  emperor,  who  looking 
very  earneftly  at  me,  ordered  the  viceroy 
(who  received  his  majefty's  commands  on  his 
knees)  to  bring  me  nearer  ;  upon  which  he 
took  me  by  the  hand,  and  placed  me  about 
two  fathom  diftant  from  the  emperor,  and  my 
retinue  were  placed  about  fix  behind  me." 

"  The  emperor  fent  the  viceroy  a  fe- 
cond  time  to  me,  with  the  utmoft  reSpect,  to 
afk  after  the  health  of  their  imperial  majefties? 
To  which  I  returned  the  proper  anfwer.  Then 
he  catiied  his  table  to  be  uncovered,  bv  ta- 
king off  the  damaflc  covering,  and  defired  me 
to  eat,  a  table  being  fpread  for  me  only. 
The  lords  and  mandarins,  about  two  hun- 
dred in  number,  took  their  places  according 
to  their  quality,  fitting  two  at  each  table,  in 
the  Perfian  manner,  upon  carpets,  with  their 
legs  under  them,  which  cuftom  I  was  obliged 
to  comply  with,  as  it  is  not  to  be  difpenfed 
v/ith  here." 

"  The  emperor  fent  me  from  his  table  a  roafl 
goofe,  a  pig,  a  loin  of  very  good  mutton, 
and  foon  after  feveral.difhes  of  fruit,  and  a 
fort  of  drink  compofed  of  boiled  tea*  fried 
meal  and  butter  :  having  received  all  which, 
with  due  reSpect,  his  majefty  ordered  the  vice- 
roy to  afk  me  what  European  languages  I  un- 
derstood ?  To  which  I  anfwered,  I  could  fpeak 
the  Mofcovke,  German,  Low-Dutch*  and  a 
little  Italian." 

"  Hereupon  he  immediately  fent  forhe  Ser- 
vants to  the  hinder  part  of  the  palace,  and 
inftantly  three  jefuits  made  their  appearance, 
and  approached  the  throne,  where  they  kneel- 
ed, and  performed  their  reverence  to  the  em- 
peror, who  commanded  them  to  rife." 
"  One  of  thefe  was  John  Francis  Gerbillori, 
a  Frenchman,  and  the  other  two  were  Por- 
tuguese. The  emperor  ordered  father  Ger- 
billon  to  converfe  with  me  :  who  coming  to- 
wards me,  fpeaking  Italian,  afked  me  in  the 
emperor's  name  how  long  I  had  been  travel- 
ling from  Mofcow  to  Pekin,  and  which  way 
I  came,  by  waggon,  or  on  horfeback,or  by  wa- 
ter? To  which  I  returned  Satisfactory  ari- 
fwers,  which  Gerbillon  reporting  to  his  ma- 
jefty, he  immediately  aniwered,  "  GoWa, 
Gowa  ;"  that  is,  "  very  well." 
"  The  emperor  then  ordered  the  viceroy  to 
acquaint  me,  it  was  his  pleafure  that  I  fhould 
approach  nearer  his  prefence,  by  coming  up 
to  the  throne.  Hereupon  I  aroie,  and  the 
viceroy  taking  me  by  the  hand,  led  me  up  fix 
fteps,  and  placed  me  at  the  table  oppofite  to 
the  emperor." 

"  After  I  had  paid  my  refpedts  to  his  majefty, 
he  talked  with  father  Gerbillon,  who  again 
afked  me  how  long  I  had  been  on  my  jour- 
ney, in  what  manner  I  travelled,  and  in  what 
latitude  Mofcow  was  Situated  ;  and  how  far 
diftant  from   Poland,  France,  Italy,   Portu- 
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gal  and  Holland  ?  To  all  which  I  obterved 
my  anfwers  proved  very  Satisfactory  ;  upori 
which  the  emperor  gave  the  viceroy  a  gold 
cup,  containing  a  Tartarian  liquor,  called 
Kumis,  in  order  to  han.i  it  to  me  ;  which 
with  all  due  refpecl  I  accepted,  and  having 
tafted,  returned  it." 

"  This  kumis,  according  to  the  information 
I  received,  is  a  kind  of  brandy  diftilled  from 
mares-milk.  After  I  had  drank,  the  em- 
peror ordered  my  retinue  to  advance  near  the 
throne,  and  entertained  them  with  the  fame 
liquor  ;  which  being  done,  I  paid  my  com- 
pliment in  the  European  manner,  and  the* 
viceroy  taking  me  by  the  hand,  conducted 
me  to  my  former  place,  where  after  fitting  a- 
bout  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  I  was  defired  to 
rife," 

"  Afcer  this  the  emperor  arofe,  and  having 
Saluted  me,  deScended  from  his  throne,  and 
went  out  of  the  hall  of  audience  by  a  door  on 
the  left  hand,  in  order  to  go  to  his  royal  apart- 
ment. As  he  was  leaving  the  hall,  he  Sent 
the  viceroy  to  afk  me  whether  I  had  heard 
any  news  in  Europe  concerning  father  Gri- 
maldi,  who  had  been  diSpatched  thither  on 
the  emperor's  affairs  :  to  which  I  anfwered 
that  when  I  left  Mofcow,  I  was  informed  that 
he,  with  a  retinue  of  twenty-five  peribns,  had 
arrived  at  Smyrna,  and  refolved  to  profecute 
his  travels  through  Perfia  and  India.  The. 
viceroy  replied  that  he  was  informed  of  his 
Safe  arrival  at  Goa,  that  he  was  on  his  depar- 
ture thence  in  order  to  his  return,  and  that  it 
was  Seven  years  Since  he  left  China.  Hereupon 
I  took  my  leave,  and  retired  to  my  apart- 
ment;" 

"  Defigning  to  take  another  opportunity  tb 
give  an  account  of  what  I  could  obferve  con- 
cerning the  court,  I  Snail  at  prelent  only  de- 
scribe the  outfideof  the  palace,  and  the  throne 
on  which  the  emperor  was  feated.  The  pa- 
lace is  an  oblong  quadrangular  brick  building, 
and  is  twice  as  Icn2;  as  it  is  broad,  and  the 
roof  covered  with  yellow  glazed  tiles,  on 
which  are  fixed  lions,  dragons,  and  all  Sorts 
of  imagery  :  the  height  of  this  building  to  the 
roof  is  about  eight  fathom  •,  the  afcent  to  the 
hall  is  up  Several  fteps,  and  the  entrance  of  it 
is  provided  with  a  kind  of  windows,  which  are 
not  glazed  but  covered  with  paper.  At  the 
end  of  this  hall  are  two  doors,  the  tops  of 
which  are  adorned  with  a  Sort  of  carved  work 
Somewhat  like  a  crown,  and  extremely  well 

§ik". 

"  This  building  hath  neither  any  room  over 

it,  or  arched  roof,  but  the  height  of  the  room 
is  to  the  very  top  of  the  roof,  which  is  com- 
pofed of  curious  pannels,  beautifully  colour- 
ed, japanned,  and  finely  gilded.  This  hall 
is  about  thirty  fathom  long  and  ten  broad. 
The  floor*  according  to  the  Tartarian  mode, 
was  covered  with  carpets  adorned  with  land- 
scapes and  figures." 

"  The  throne  is  placed  oppofite  to  the  eaftern 
entrance,  againit  the  wall,  and  is  about  three 
fathom  broad,  and  as  many  long  :  before  it 
are  two  afcents  of  fix  fteps  each,  adorned  with 

"  rails, 
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rails,  and  reprelentations  of  leaves  very  well 
gilt :  on  the  right  and  left  fides  are  alfo  rails 
of  caft  imagery,  which  fome  faidwere  of  gold, 
and  others  filver  -,  but  if  the  latter  they  were 
exceedingly  well  gilt.  Exactly  in  the  middle 
of  this  railed  place  is  a  throne,  fomewhat  like 
an  alrer,  which  opens  with  two  doors,  and  in 
it  the  emperor's  feat,  about  four  feet  high, 
covered  with  fables,  on  which  he  fat  with  his 
legs  acrofs  under  him. 

"  This  monarch  was  then  about  fifty  years  of 
age,  his  mein  was  very  agreeable,  he  had  large 
black  eyes,  and  his  nofe  inclined  to  the  aqui- 
line :  he  wore  fmall  black  muftachios,  but 
had  very  little  or  no  beard  on  the  lower  part 
of  his  face  :  he  was  of  a  middling  ftature,  and 


very  much  pitted  with  the  miall-pox.  tie 
was  drefled  in  a  coat  of  deep  blue  fattin,  a- 
dorned  with  ermine,  and  a  dark-coloured  da- 
mafk  waiftcoat :  he  had  a  firing  of  coral  hang- 
ing about  his  neck  and  down  on  his  breaft, 
and  a  cap  turned  up  with  fable,  to  which  was 
added  a  red  filk  knot,  and  fome  peacocks 
feathers  hanging  down  behind  :  his  hair, 
plaited  into  one  lock,  hung  behind  him  :  ht* 
had  no  gold  nor  jewels  about  him,  but  had 
boots  on,  which  were  made  of  black  velvet." 
"  Whilft  he  was  at  dinner,  a  moll  profound 
filence  was  obferved  among  the  Mandarins, 
who  fat  quite  flill,  with  modefl  down-cad 
eyes,  which  among  the  Chinefe  is  the  highefl 
mark  of  refpect." 


C     H     A     P- 


VI. 


Our  author ;  by  the  emperor  s  order,  isjhewn  every  thing  remarkable  in  the  city  of  Pekin  j  ac~ 
count  of  the  annual  fejlival,  which  lajis  three  weeks,  and  of  the  author  s  audience  oj  leave  5 
he  is  invited  to  vijit  the  Jefuits,  who  entertain  him  in  ajplendid  manner  ;  he  vijits  the  em- 
peror s  fables  ;  account  of  what  he  fees  there,  and  of  other  curiofities. 
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ON  the  next  day  the  emperor  fent  two 
Mandarins,  with  fifty  horfes  for  my 
retinue,  and  a  meflfage,  importing  that 
it  was  his  majefly's  pleafure,  that  if  I  dcfired 
to  fee  the  city,  all  which  was  worth  my  notice 
fhould  be  fhewed  me  •,  in  confequence  of 
which  I  cauled  my  horfe  to  be  faddled,  and 
rode  out  with  thefe  Mandarins,  who  conduc- 
ed me  to  a  fort  of  play-houfe,  or  court  of  di- 
version, which  was  a  very  lofty  and  capacious 
building." 

"  In  this  building  was  a  large  flage,  adorned 
with  carved  imagery  finely  painted,  which  the 
players  had  the  ule  of  for  an  annual  rent.  In 
the  middle  was  an  open  place  encompafTed 
with  galleries,  in  which  the  mandarins  defired 
us  to  lit  down  on  chairs  ;  and  having  enter- 
tained me  with  tea  and  wine,  I  and  my  reti- 
nue were  treated  with  a  comedy,  and  the  di- 
verfion  of  feeing  a  great  many  different  forts  of 
exquifite  jugglers,  who  by  a  dextrous  flight  of 
hand,  produced  not  only  all  forts  of  fruit,  as 
oranges,  lemons,  grapes,  &c.  but  living  birds 
and  crabs,  and  performed  all  the  dexterities 
of  that  kind  praclifed  in  Europe.  Others 
nicely  played  with  glafs  balls  as  big  as  a  man's 
head,  at  the  point  of  a  fharp  flick,  tofling 
them  feveral  ways,  without  breaking  or  let- 
ting them  fall,  in  a  manner  perfectly  furpriz- 
ing." 

"  After  this  a  bamboe  cane,  about  feven  feet 
high,  was  held  upright  by  fix  men,  and  a  boy 
about  ten  years  of  age  crept  up  to  the  top  of  it 
as  nimbly  as  a  monkey,  and  laid  himfelf  upon 
his  belly  on  the  end  of  it,  turning  himfelf  fe- 
veral times  round  j  after  which  riling  up,  he 
fet  one  foot  on  the  bamboe,  holding  faft  to  it 
with  one  hand,  and  then  letting  go  his  hold, 
clapped  his  hands  together,  and  run  verv 
fwiftly  down  ;  and  fhewed  feveral  other  feats 


of  agility,  which  were  equally  wonderful  and 


entertaining. 


"  The  comedy  had  alio  a  very  good  effect,  and 
was  afled  in  the  befl  manner  by  the  emperor's 
players,  who  frequently  appeared  in  changes 
•of  very  rich  drefles,  embroidered  with  gold 
and  filver  •,  and  the  plot  turned  on  the  llory 
of  a  triumphant  hero,  in  which  their  idols 
were  introduced,  and  a  Late  emperor  whole 
face  was  painted  of  a  blood-colour.  -The 
comedy  was  intermixed  with  the  performances 
of  two  young  women  in  rich  drelfes,  each  of 
of  whom  flood  on  a  man's  fhoulder,  and  play- 
ed with  their  fans,  bowing  to  one  another,  and 
keeping  time  with  the  mufic  as  exactly  as  if 
they  had  danced  on  the  ground.  Two  hide 
boys  played  the  parts  of  Harlequins,  in  very 
fantaflick  habits,  and  performed  extremely 
well.  The  entertainment  being  ended,  I 
thanked  the  Mandarins  for  theircivilities,  and 
returned  home." 

"  On  the  fame  day  I  was  invited  to  a  repafl 
by  the  viceroy,  with  which  invitation  I  com- 
plied, and  after  fome  diicourle  pafTing  be- 
twixt us,,  he  led  me  by  the  hand  out  of  his 
bedchamber  into  his  befl  hall  or  parlour,  where 
feveral  tables  and  flools  flood  ready.  I  was 
placed  on  one  fide  of  the  viceroy,  and  the 
mandarins  on  the  other.  The  tables  wert: 
covered  with  rich  tapeflry  carpets,  wrought 
with  figures  of  filk  and  geld.  On  the  tables 
were  placed  fine  flower-pots  full  of  flowers  of 
all  forts  of  colours,  worked  in  filk,  which 
looked  very  beautiful  and  natural  •,  the  moil 
lively  coloured  filks  being  choien  to  make 
them,  it  being  winter,  when  no  natural  flow- 
ers were  to  be  gathered." 
"  On  thefe  tables  were  likewiie  placed  filver 
cups,  in  which  were  laid  lighted  pieces  of  fra- 
grant wood,  that  afforded  a  very  good  perfume* 
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"  and  near  to  thefe  were  placed  fine  wooden 
u  images,  and  variety  of  i'mall  figures  or  pup- 
*'  pets  well  painted  and  gilt." 

*'  The  ftools  on  which  the  viceroy  and  I  fat, 
"  were  hung  at  the  back  with  the  (kins  of  leo- 
"  pards  and  tygers,  which  appeared  very  mag- 
"  nificent  ;  and  a  larger  difh  of  tea  than  ordi- 
"  nary,  in  which  was  put  peeled  walnuts  and 
"  hazle-nuts,  with  a  little  iron  fpoon  to  take 
41  them  out  on  occafiorj,  was  placed  before  each 
"  perlbn." 

"  After  the  tea  was  drank,  which  tafted  very 
"  agreeably,  feveral  little  agate  cups,  filled  with 
"  brandy  mixed  with  diftilled  waters,  were 
"  krved  to  the  company  j  and  after  that,  feve- 
"  ral  dimes  of  fried  or  broiled  fifh,  cut  into  ■ 
"  fmall  pieces,  were  let  in  heaps  one  upon  ano- 
"  ther,  and  garnifhed  with  fine  herbs  :  near  ' 
"  them  were  placed  fix  cups  of  very  agreeable 
"  lbups,  difhed  up  with  very  fine  Hewed  fleih 
"  and  fifh  ;  and  when  we  had  eaten  of  thefe,  we 
"  were  regaled  with  feveral  courles  of  rich  food, 
"  which  were  followed  by  all  forts  of  fine  baked 
"  meats  •,  and  after  this  laft  courfe  we  had  all 
"  kinds  of  delicious  confectionary,  as  candid 
"  grapes,  lemons,  oranges,  chefnuts,  &o" 
"Duringour  fittingat  table  in  the  room  where 
we  dined,  a  play  was  adted,  with  interludes  of 
fongs  and  dances,  by  little  boys  drefled  in 
girls  cloaths,  who  very  fkilfully  meafured 
their  Heps  in  proportion  to  the  time  of  the 
long,  and  played  on  the  flute,  while  at  the 
time  time  they  threw  their  bodies  into  feveral 
antic  poftures,  and  likewife  plaved  with  a 
fan." 

"  The  wife  ahd  daughter  of  the  viceroy  ap- 
peared at  the  farther  end  of  the  hall,  ftanding 
at  a  door  which  was  but  half  open  :  they  were 
very  richly  drefled  according  to  the  mode  of 
the  Mongalian  Tartars.  After  I  had  (pent  a 
few  hours  here  in  a  very  agreeable  manner  I 
returned  to  my  apartment." 
"  Some  time  after  this  I  was  invited  to  the 
houfe  of  the  treafurer  of  the  empire,  where  I 
was  fplendidly  entertained.  His  hall  was  very 
well  furnifhed  in  the  Chinele  manner  :  the 
floor  of  it  was  laid  with  a  fort  of  fine  ftone, 
and  at  three  of  the  corners,  on  ebony  feetj  were 
three  extraordinary  white  marble  tables  natu- 
rally lhaded  with  black  veins,  which  repre- 
fented  beautiful  woods,  mountains  and  rivers  ; 
on  thefe  tables  were  placed  high  filver  flower 


ti 


pots, 


in  which  were  manv  kinds  of  curious 


artificial  flowers,  and  the  pillars  which  fup- 
ported  the  room  were  beautifully  painted. 
While  we  fat  at  the  table  we  were  entertained 
with  a  ball,  and  after  this  very  agreeable  enter- 
tainment I  arofe  and  took  leave,  extremely 
well  fatisfied  with  all  the  civilities  that  were 
paid  me." 

"  This  nobleman  accompanied  and  conduc- 
ted me  through  the  principal  markets,  where 
filk,  cloth,  gold  and  filver,  jewels,  and  all 
forts   of  fine  manufactures  were  to  be  fold. 


*  Frotti  this  account  one  would  be  tempted  to  ima- 
gine that  our  author  had  never  tcfore  feen  any  gold  or 


In  one  of  thefe  markets  I  was  defired  to  alight, 
and  conducted  to  the  emperor's  difpenfary, 
which  was  richly  (locked  with  all  forts  of  roots, 
herbs  and  medicines.  I  was  here  treated  with 
a  difli  of  tea,  and  while  I  (laid  I  obferved,  that 
according  to  the  European  cuftom,  feveral 
phyficians  prefcriptions  were  brought  in  and 
methodically  prepared." 
"  Adjoining  to  this  was  a  toy-fhop,  Which'  I 
entered  and  bought  what  I  liked.  The  maf- 
ter  of  it  had  a  very  fine  garden-hcufe,  in  which. 
were  all  forts  of  flowers,  young  (locks,  and 
lemon-trees  in  pots  :  and  among  other  things 
he  (hewed  me  a  large  glafs  filled  with  water, 
in  which  were  feveral  living  fifh  about  a  fin- 
ger's length,  which  naturally  looked  as  if  they 
had  been  gilt  with  the  fined:  gold  ;  and  the 
fcales  of  fome  of  them  being  fallen  off",  difco- 
vered,  to  my  great  furprize,  the  colour  of 
their  bodies  to  be  the  fineft  crimfon  in  the 
world."  * 

"  After  we  departed  frorh  thence  we  went 
through  the  feveral  markets  ;  and  obferved 
that  each  (hop  had  a  large  board  fet  befjr^  it, 
on  which -was  written  the  lhop-keeper's  name, 
and  the  commodities  in  which  he  dealt.  In 
the  filh-market  were  great  quantities  of  living 
fifh,  particularly  carps,  carccfles,  crabs,  fhrimps, 
&c.  and  water-fnakes,  (which  they  cat  here) 
all  (landing  in  tubs  to  be  fold.  Faffing  thro' 
another  market,  I  faw  great  numbers  of  haj  ts, 
roebucks,  hares,  pheafants,  partridges,  and 
feveral  other  kinds  of  wild  game." 
"  On  the  feventh  of  January  happened  the 
annual  feftival  which  they  obferve  for  three 
Weeks.  It  began  late  at  night  with  the  appear- 
ance of  the  new  moon,  when  the  great  bell 
at  the  emperor's  court  was  rung,  and  their 
large  drums,  exprefsly  kept  for,  and  ufed  in 
their  idolatrous  worfhip,  were  beaten,  and  fe- 
veral cannon  diicharged.  Hereupon  all  the 
people  in  the  city;  of  what  degree  foever,  acJ 
cording  to  their  abilities,  exprefled  their  joy 
by  letting  off  rockets,  ferpentSj  and  all  forts 
of  fire-works,  to  which  they  alfo  added  the 
beating  of  an  infinite  number  of  drums  :  and 
in  the  mean  time  the  priefls,  according  to 
cuftom,  founded  trumpets  in  their  almoll  in- 
numerable temples  and  cloyfters  ;  fo  that  from 
ten  at  night  till  next  day  at  noon,  there  was 
asgrcat  a  noife  as  if  two  armies  of  one  hundred 
thoufand  men  each  were  in  the  heat  of  bat- 
tle." 

"  In  the  day  time  the  prcceffions  of  people  car- 
rying their  idols  were  endlefs  ;  and  thefe  were 
attended  by  the  priefls^  who  carried  pots  of  in- 
cenfe  andftrings  of  beads,  while  drums  were  con- 
tinually beating,  trumpets  founding,  and  other 
mufic  playing.  Thefe  prcceffions  lalled  three 
days,  during  which  time  all  the  (hops  were 
fhut,  and  all  merchandize  forbidden,  on  pain 
of  fevere  punifhment." 

"  During  this  time  alio  the  flreets  were  croud- 
ed  with  people  of  both  fexesj  but  eipecially 


filver  fifh,  which  are  now  fo  extremely  common  in  the 


gardrns  and  houfes  c/  people  of  fafhion. 
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"  women,  ifome  of  whom  rode  on  affes, .  and  o-   j 
"  thers-  in  chaifes  with  two  wheels,   covered  all   ! 
"  over  except  the  fore-part : -and  behind  thefe 
"  carriages  fat: the  fervant  maids,  fome.of  whom 
"  fung,  while   others  blew  on   a   fort  of  pipe  ■,. 
"  and   feme  ladies    fat  publickly  frrioking  to- 
"  bacco." 

"  The  women  never  appear  in  public  through 
"  all  China,  except  in  the  province  of  Pekin 
"  only,  and  more  especially  in  the  city,  which  is 
•'  chiefly  inhabited  by  Tartars  •,  the  Chinefe  be-; 
"  ing'  obliged  to  live  all  about  the,  city  wall  and 
"  in  the  fuburbs,  where  all  the  chief,  markets 
"  and  public  places  of  fale  are."  | 

"  Some  days  after  this  the  emperor  fent;  two* 
"  Mandarins,  to  defireme  to  be  ready  to  receive 
"  my  audience,  of  leave  'the  next  morning  two 
"  hours  before  day  :  and  accordingly,  three 
"  hours  before  day,  three  ,  Mandarins  came  to 
"  me  on  horfe  back,  and, we  rode  to  the  uiuai 
"  alighting  place, whence  being  conducted,  to  the 
"  third  court,  and  defired  to  fit  down,  I  wast 
"  entertained  with  a  kind  of  coffee  uiually  drank 
"  here  in  a  morning.  In  the  fourth  court  ap- 
"  peared  all  the  principal  officers  in  their, richeft 
"  robes,  dreffed  after  the  Mongalian  mode." 

"  At  break  of  day  I  was  introduced  into  the 
"  fourth  court,  and  feated  among  the  mandarins, 
"  who,  according  to  the  particular  rank  of  each 
"  of  them,  were  placed  on  the  eaft  and  fomh 
"  fides  of  the  court.  After  waiting  half  an 
"  hour,  we  heard  the  emperor  approaching,  ac- 
"  companied  by  an  agreeable  concert  of  fifes, 
"  and  a  fort  of  lutes.  This  was  not  the  hall  in 
"  which  I  had  my  former  audience,  but  here 
"  was  a  throne  erected  on  this  occafion,  and 
"  hung  with  yellow  damafk.  On  each  fide  of 
"  it  were  two  large  drums,  curioufly  gilt  and! 
"  painted,  which  were  two  fathoms  and  a  hah' 
"  long,  and  placed  on  ftopls  made  on  purpofe 
"  for  them." 

"  After  the  emperor  was  feated,  a  herald  who 
"  flood  before  the  throne,  went  to  the  door  of 
"  the  prefence  chamber,  and  directing  his  fpeech 
"  to  the  lords  who  fat  without  in  the  court,  ut- 
'•  tered  fome  words  with  a  fhrill  voice,  and  cried! 
"  out  three  times  fuccefhvely,  Bow  down,  bow1 
"  to  the  earth.  Whilft  thefe  words  were  re- 
"  peating,  the  bells  were  rung,  the  drums  were 
"  beaten,  the  lute  was  touched,  and  three  pipes 
"  made  for  that  purpofe  were  very  loudly 
"  founded." 

"  This  being  ended,  the  emperor  fent  two 
"  lords  to  acquaint  mc  that  it  was  his  majefty's 
"  pleafure  that  I  fhould  approach  nearer  the 
"  prefence  ;  and  accordingly  they  led  me  by  the 
"  hand  from  the  place  where  I  was,  being  about 
','  eight  fathom  diftant  fromthe  throne,  where  my 
'•'  retinue  were  left  fitting :  and  I  fat  down  on  one 
"  fide,  aboutthree  fathom  diftant  from  the  throne, 
"  between  two  great  lords,  who  were  Tartarian 
"  princes  by  birth  ;  and  after  having  paid  a 
"  refpectful  compliment  to  the  emperor,  his 
"  great  bell  was  rung,  and  the  large  drums  on 
"  each  fide  were  beaten,  which  made  as  great  a 
"  noife  as  a  volley  of  guns  ;  the  flutes  were  alio 
"  played  on,  and  the  beforementioned  pipes 
"  nine  times  founded." 

"  I  was  now  defired  to  fit  down  ;  which  hav  - 


"  ing  done,  a  difh  of  coffee  was  prefented  to  me, 
"  which  I  accepted  and  drank  ;  and  when  I. "had 
"  difpatched  the  affairs  of  their  Czarifh  ma- 
"  jellies  with  the  emperor,  I  arofe  up,  and' ha- 
"  ving  paid  my  compliment  to  him,  he  alfo'a- 
"  role  from  his  throne,  and  went  out  at  the  weft 
"  i  door  of  the  apartment." 

."  In  this  fourth  court  flood  the  emperor's  life- 
"  guards,  who  were  cloathed  in  callico,  printe'd 
"  with  red  figures  as  big  as  a  rixdollar.  They 
"  wore  fmall  hats  adorned  with  yellow  feathers, 
"  that  being  the  imperial  livery  colour.  They 
"  had  fcymeters  by  their  fides,  and  held  lances 
,"  in  their  hands  with  colours  fixed  to  them,  and 
"  flood  ranked  at  a  diftanee  from  the  throne, 
"  on  each  fide  of  the  court,  where  alio  flood 
"  eight  white  faddle  horfes  for  fhew." 

i**  In  the  third  court  of  ftate were  placed  four 
"  extraordinary  large  elephants,  one  of  which 
"  was  white.  They:  were  covered  with  rich 
"  cloaths  of  gold-embroidery,  and  all  their  trap- 
"  pings,  as  bridles,  cruppers,  &c.  were  co- 
"  vered  with  filver  and  gilt;  and  on  each  of 
"  their  backs  was  placed  a  very  fine  carved 
"  wooden  caftle,  or  gallery,,  fpacious  enough 
"  for  eight  perfons  to  lit  in." 

"  In  this  court  alfo  ftcod  the  emperor's  wag- 
"  gons  with  two  wheels,  and  his  chaifes,  all- 
"  hung  with  yellow  damafk  curtains  :  befides 
"  all  which  there  were  placed  feveral  ftands  of 
"  drums,  kettle-drums,  idolatrous  inftruments, 
"  &c." 

"  Being  got  out  of  the  caftle,  I  mounted  one 
."  of  the  emperor's  waggons,  and  was  drawn  to 
"  my  lodging  by  an  elephant,  on  each  fide  of 
"  which  ran  ten  perfons  with  a  thick  rope  in-. 
"  their  hands,  fattened  to  each  fide  of  the  ele- 
"  phant's  mouth,  by  the  help  of  which  they  led 
"  and  governed  him.  On  his  neck  alio  fat  a 
"  man  with  an  iron  hook  in  his  hand,  'wholike- 
"  wife  contributed  to  held  him  in  and  guide 
"  him.  He  went  but  at  his  common  rate, which 
"  neverthelefs  obliged  his  leaders  to-  run  as  faft 
"  as  poihbly  they  could,  in  order  to  keep  pace 
"  with  him." 

"•A  few  days  after  this,  the  jefuits,  with  the 
"  emperor's  permiffion,  invited  me  to  vifit  their 
"  cloyfter  ;  purfuant  to  which  two  mandarins, 
"  according  to  order,  attended  on,  and  conduct- 
"  ed  me  thither.  The  cloyfter  was  encompaff- 
•'  ed.  with  a  high  flone  wall,  and  provided  with 
"  two  elegant  ftone  gates,  after  the  Italian 
,  )\  manner.  On  the  left  fide  of  the  entrance, 
"  under  flielter  of  a  roof  made  for  that  purpofe, 
"  ftand  the  casleftid  and  terreftrial  globes,  of 
"  an  extraordinary  fizeT  being  each  about  a  fa- 
"  thorn  in  diameter," 

"  From  hence  we  proceeded  to  the  church, 
"  which  is  a  very  beautiful  building  in  the  Ita- 
"  lian  tafte,  furnifhed  with  a  large  organ  •,  and 
"  the  church  itfelf,  according  to  the  Roman 
"  catholic  cuftom,  was  very  richly  adorned  with 
"  fine  images  and  altars,  was  large  enough  to 
"  contain  two  or  three  thoufand  people,  and  on 
"  the  top  of  it  was  a  clock  and  chimes." 

"  Having  feen   the   church,  the  fathers  con- 
"  ducted  me  into  the  mufeum,  which  was  com- 
"  pleatly  furniflied  with   all  forts  of  European 
"  rarities  ;  after  which  we  went   to  an  apart- 
ment 
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"  mtht  on  one  fide  of  it,  where  being  invited 
"  to  fit  down,  I  was  treated  with  all  fores  of 
"  confectionary  and  preferves  :  nor  did  we  for- 
"  get  to  drink  the  healths  of  all  the  chriltian 
**  princes  in  Europe,  in  rich  wines  :  and  after 
**  a  confiderable  flay,  I  rode  to  my  apart- 
"  ment  very  well  fatisfied  with  my  entertain- 
"  ment." 

"  Soon  after  this,  two  mandarins  came  from 
"  the  emperor,  to  invite  me  to  fee  fome  of  the 
"  curiofities  of  the  city.  Accordingly  I  mount- 
"  ed  with  my  retinue,  and  the  mandarins  con- 
"  ducted  me  to  the  emperor's  elephant  ftable, 
"  where  flood  fourteen  of  thole  beafts,  one  of 
"  which  was  white.  Having  taken  a  view  of 
"  them,  the  mailer  of  the  ftable  ordered  them 
*  to  (hew  feveral  tricks  ;  and  at  his  command 
"  they  roared  like  a  tyger,  fo  dreadfully  loud 
"  that  the  very  ftable  feemed  to  tremble  :  o- 
*'  thers  neighed  like  a  horfe,  lowed  like  an  ox, 
"  and  even  king  like  canary-birds  •,  *  but  what 
"  was  moft  furprifing  of  all,  fome  of  them  imi- 
"  tated  the  found  of  a  trumpet." 

-"  After  this  they  were  obliged  to  pay  their 
"  refpects  to  me  on  their  knees  ;  to  lie  down 
"  firft  on  one  fide,  and  then  on  the  other,  and 
"  then  to  rife  up.  When  they  lie  down  they 
"  ftrike  out  their  fore-legs  forward,  and  throw- 
"  ing  out  their  hind-legs  backwards,  by  this 
"  means  lie  with  their  bellies  flat  on  the 
*'  ground." 

"  One  of  thefe  was  not  yet  broken,  and  be- 
"  ing  very  unruly,  he  was  loaded  with  heavy 
"  chains  on  two  feet,  and  for  the  whole  time  he 
"  had  been  in  the  ftable,  had  not  been  removed 
*'  from  his  place ;  and  a  large  pit  was  dug  before 
"  his  flail,  that  in  cafe  he  broke  loofe  he  fliould 
fall  into  it,  and  be  prevented  from  coming  in- 
to the  court  to  do  any  mifchief." 
"  All  thefe  elephants  were  extraordinary  large, 
and  the  teeth  of  fome  of  them  were  a  full  fa- 
thom long.  The  mandarines  told  me  that 
they  came  from  the  king  of  Siam,  who  annu- 
ally fends  feveral  by  way  of  tribute  to  the  em- 
peror of  China.  Their  food  was  only  rice  ftraw 
bound  up  in  fmall  trufTes,  which  they  take 
up  one  after  another  with  the  trunk,  and  con-  I 
vey  to  the  mouth." 
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"  After  a  fatisfactory  fight  of  what  I  defired, 
I   rode  with  the  mandarins  to  my  lodging  ; 
and  as  we  palled  along,  I  obferved  fome  per- 
lons  at  the  door  of  a  man  of  eminence,  flea- 
ing  a  fat  dog  :   upon  which  I  afked  one  of  the 
mandarins  why  that  was  done  •,  who  anfwered 
that  it  was  a  healthful  kind  of  food,  efpecially 
in  the  fummer,  it  being  very  cooling; 
"  On  the   following  day   the  viceroy   fent  a 
tyger  in  a  cage  to  the  ambaffador's  court,  to 
be  fliewn  to  me  ;  as  alfo  feveral  jugiers,  with 
monkeys   and  mice   which  had  been    taught 
feveral  tricks.     Thefe  monkeys,  at  their  maf- 
ter's  command,  really  did  fome  very  ftran'ge 
things  :   they  filled  a  bafket  with  fluff  coats  of 
all  colours,  each  of  which  they  took  out  fing- 
ly,  never  miffing  the  colour  which  they  were 
ordered  to  fingle  out  and  put  on,  and  always 
varying  their  grimace  with  the   habit  :  after 
which  they  not  only  danced  on   the  ground, 
but  on   the  tight   rope,  in   a  very   diverting 
manner.     There  were  alfo  two  mice  faftened 
to  chains,  who,    at  their   matters  command, 
fo  entangled  themfelves  in  them,  and  imme- 
diately got  loofe,  that  it  deferved  admiration  : 
but  what- was  moft  ftrange  to  me,  was  the  odd 
motions  of  thefe  vermin." 
"  The  Jefuits  once  told  me,  that  about  three 
years  before,  there  were  fent  to  the  emperor 
as  a  prefent,  from  an  ifland  in  the  eaftern  fea, 
four  animals  as  large  as  common  horfes,  each 
of  which  had  two  lharp  horns  prominent  be- 
fore ;  and  that  thefe  fathers  were  fent  by  the 
emperor's  order,  to  his   park  about  ten  miles 
from  Pekin,  to  fee  thefe  beafts,  in  order  to 
inform  his  majefty  whether  they  had  ever  feen 
any  of  them  in  Europe  ;  but  returning,  they 
affirmed  that  they  had  never  before  feen  any 
of  that  fpecies.     I  was  very  defirous  to  have 
feen  them,  but  it  being  fo  far  out  of  town, 
and  the  time  of  my  departure  approaching, 
it  was    impracticable.     After  I  had  fent  my 
compliments  to  the  viceroy,    I   defired  that  I 
might  have  notice  of  my  departure  eight  or  ten 
days  before  the  time  when  it  fhould  pleafe  the 
emperor  that  I  fhould  leave  the  court  and  roy- 
al city  ;  which  notice,  purfuant  to  my  requeft, 
was  accordingly  fent  in  a  few  days." 


*  Allowing  all  the  fagacity  that   can  be  allowed   to  the  half-reafoning  elephant,    we  mufl  cor.fefs  that  this 
account  feems  almoft  incredible  : — however,  we  have  inferted  it  on  the  credit  of  our  author. 
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The  author  leaves  Pekin;  account  of  his  journey  through  the  Chinefe  territories  -,  his  arrival 
at  the  river  Sadun,  where  he  is  joined  by  a  Chinefe  Envoy  ;  the  hazard  they  ran  of  being 
burnt  in  their  tents  ;  account  of  the  difficulties,  they  were  expofed  to,  from  the  fcarcity 
of  provifions  and  other  accidents ;  they  relieve  themfelves,  in  fome  meafure,  by  hunting 
andfijliing ;  they  receive  afupply  of  provifons,  continue  their  journey,  and  arrive  Jajely 
at  Mofcow. 


FOR  fome  time  paft  we  have  followed  our 
author  in  his  own  words,  as  it  was  necef- 
fary  fo  to  do  to  give  fome  of  the  abovemen- 
tioned  defcriptions  properly  :  but  we  fhall  now 
drop  that  method,  and  purfue  our  travellers 
back  to  Mofcow,  in  the  molt  expeditious  man- 
ner poffible. 

The  ambafTador  having  made  all  proper  pre- 
parations for  his  departure,  left  Pekin  on  the 
nineteenth  of  February  1694  •,  being  accompa- 
nied out  of  the  city  by  a  numerous  train  of  the 
great  officers  of  ftate,  and  the  Mandarins  ;  and 
on  the  twenty-fifth  of  the  fame  month  they  reach- 
ed the  city  of  Galgan,  clofe  to  the  Chinefe 
wall. 

From  thence  they  went  to  Naun,  and  pafied 
through  feveral  villages  to  the  Tartarian  fron- 
tiers, and  the  great  deferts,  where  they  encamp- 
ed and  refted  a  few  days,  providing  laddies  for 
their  camels,  and  all  other  travelling  necefiaries, 
becaufe  that  from  this  place  to  Argun,  on  the 
frontiers  of  their  Czarifh  majefties  dominions, 
they  were  obliged  to  provide  themfelves  with 
what  they  wanted  at  the  ambaiTador's  expence. 

This,  Mr.  Ides  fays,  he  confidered  before  he 
left  Pekin  5  and  camels  and  mules  being  very- 
cheap  there,  he  took  a  great  number  of  them 
with  him  ;  they,  as  well  as  the  whole  caravan, 
travelling  free  hitherto,  at  the  expence  of  the  em- 
peror of  China. 

On  the  fecond  of  march,  being  ready  to  pro- 
ceed on  their  journey,  Mr.  Ides  treated  the  Man- 
darin and  his  retinue,  who  by  the  emperor's  com- 
mand had  attended  them  thus  far  •,  after  which, 
with  mutual  civilities,  they  parted. 

They  now  entered  the  great  defert,  and  were 
obliged  to  be  on  their  guard,  becaufe  they  had 
intelligence  that  four  Mungeffian  Tahichi,  or 
lords,  with  about  three  thouiand  men,  waited 
to  try  their  ftrength  with  them  :  upon  which 
the  ambafTador  gave  all  nectlTary  orders,  and  in 
the  night  caufed  a  watch  of  fixty  well-armed 
horfemen  to  be  kept  :  but  they  continued  their 
journey,  and  met  with  no  obftruclion. 

When  they  came  to  the  Jalifchian  mountains, 
they  found  the  forage  grew  worfe  the  farther 
they  went,  and  their  laddie  as  well  as  carriage 
beads  began  to  look  thin.  Having  travelled  a 
whole  day  over  thefe  mountains,  the  nights  prov- 
ed very  cold  and  fnowy,  and  the  grafs,  which 
was  that  of  the  laft  year,  was  dried  up  in  the 
field  •,  fo  that  the  camels,  and  efpecially  the 
horfes,  though  they  ate  their  fill,  were  not  much 


ftrengthened  by  it.  Here  Mr.  Ides  determined 
not  to  take  the  road  they  had  formerly  travelled, 
but  a  bye-way,  in  order  to  avoid  the  Tartars 
who  laid  in  wait  for  them  ;  but  this  way  proved 
very  incommodious,  efpecially  for  the  cattle. 

They  travelled  but  fiowly  through  thefe  fteep, 
mountainous,  and  deep  moraffy  ways,  and  on  the 
firft  day  twelve  camels  and  fifteen  horfes  funk 
under  their  loads.  For  fixteen  days  they  pro- 
ceeded at  a  difficult  rate  through  thefe  difagree- 
ab!e  roads,  fo  that  there  was  not  a  day  in 
which  they  did  not  loofe  feveral  camels  and 
horfes  ;  and  this  happened  not  only  from  the 
heavy  burthens  they  were  obliged  to  carry,  but 
from  the  dry  faplefs  grafs,  which  afforded  tliem 
no  nourifhment. 

Their  difficulties  ft  ill  increafed  with  refpect  to 
forage  •,  for  hitherto  they  had  met  with  grafs  for 
the  tattle,  which  though  not  fufficient  to  fatisfy., 
yet  ferved  to  keep  them  alive  •,  but  now  they, 
came  to  fields  that  were  entirely  burnt  up  by. 
the  Tartars,  which  obliged  them,  how  feeble 
and  incapable  foever  the  beafts  were  to,  perform, 
it,  to  difpatch  two  days  journev  in  one,  in  order 
to  arrive  at  a  place  where  there  was  iome  grafs 
left. 

Many  of  the  merchants  in  the  ambaiTador's 
train  having  loft  their  faddle  horfes,  and  their 
others  being  Sufficiently  laden  with  merchandize, 
were  obliged  to  travel  on  foot :  and  if  many  o£ 
them  had  not  been  provided  with  fpare  hprfea 
and  camels,  they  mult  have  left  a  great  quart-, 
tity  of  their  goods  behind  in  the  wildernefs.' 

After  various  fatigues  Mid  miieries,  they  at 
length,  with  the  greateft  difficulty  in  the  world* 
reached  the  river  Sadun,  where  their  fituation 
began  to  mend,  and  the  tender  grafs  to  fprout 
up  a  little.  They  lay  ft  ill  two  days  by  this  river, 
in  order  torefrefh  their  camels  and  horfes,  which 
were  unable  to  have  held  out  any  longer. 

During  this  repofe,  a  Chinefe  envoy,  with  an 
hundred  armed  men,  came  up  to  them,  whom 
the  viceroy  of  Tartary,  in  confequence  of  orders 
received  from  the  emperor  of  China,  had  dif- 
patched  from  the  city  of  Mergeen,  with  orders 
to  attend  Mr.  Ides  to  Ner.  inikoy.  The  arrival 
of  this  reinforcement  was  extremely  agreeable  to 
them  ;  for  now  they  were  full  fix  hundred  in 
company,  and  confequently  had  no  reafon  to  fear 
any  ftrolling  parties  of  robbers. 

On  the  fifteenth  of  March  they  arrived  at  the 
river  Kailaan,  and  "the  water  being  low  they 
forded  ic,  and  palling  about  a  mile  farther  in  the 
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vale,  pitched  their  tents,  though  there  was  but 
little  forage  to  be  found  ;  nevertheless  they  paSSed 
the  night  there,  and  in  the  morning  discovered 
a  terrible  fmoke  arifing  from  the  north-weft, 
which  made  Mr.  Ides  apprehend  that  the  Tar- 
tars, having  burnt  up  the  old  grafs,  lurked  un- 
der thele  pillars  of  fmoke,  in  order  to  obtain  an 
opportunity  of  attacking  them  with  the  advan- 
tage of  greater  numbers. 

Hereupon  Mr.  Ides  caufed  the  camels  and 
horfes  to  be  drove  to  a  place  where  there  was 
fome  grafs,  and  which,  being  behind  a  great 
mountain,  was  fecurely  flickered  from  the  tire; 
after  which  he  ordered  one  hundred  men  to  pro- 
vide themfelves  with  the  felts  with  which  the 
camels  were  covered,  and  be  in  readinefs,  if  the 
fmoke  approached,  to  drive  it  from  the  camp  as 
much  as  poflible. 

Within  half  an  hour  the  air  was  wholly  dark- 
ened  with  the  fmoke,  and  the  tire  being  driven 
on  by  a  ftormy  wind,  flew  fwifter  than  a  horie 
could  run,  into  the  vale,  where  the  grais  was 
two  feet  high,  fo  that  it  was  impoflible  either  to 
efcape  or  extinguifti  fuch  a  rapid  flame.  The 
fire  flew,  or  rather  flafhed  by  the  camp,  as  fwift 
as  lightning,  fo  that  while  Mr.  Ides  turned  him- 
ielf  round,  it  was  got  to  the  fhort  grais,  and  be- 
hind the  brow  of  a  hill. 

Notwkhftanding  its  fpeedy  flight,  they  did 
not  wholly  efcape  it,  for  the  flame  laying  hold 
of  the  foremoft  row  of  their  tents,  immediately 
fent  ten  or  twelve  of  them  burning  into  the  air  : 
great  quantities  of  the  merchants  goods  were 
confumed,  and  fourteen  men  miferably  burnt, 
fome  of  whom  were  taken  up  for  dead  ;  but 
proper  care  being  taken  of  them,  only  one  died. 
Mr.  Ides  himfelf  was  in  great  danger  ;  and  if  he 
had  not  run  to  a  hill  where  there  was  fcarce  any 
grafs,  and  been  affifted  by  two  fervants,  who 
covered  him  with  a  felt  to  keep  off  the  heat,  he 
would  not  have  efcaped  much  better  than  thofe 
above-mentioned. 

The  flame  was  no  fooner  pad  them  than  it 
vifited  the  Chinefe  envoy,  who  was  encamped 
at  fome  diftance,  among  the  hills,  where  to  his 
good  fortune  there  happened  to  be  very  little 
grafs  •,  fo  that  the  fire  pafled  about  and  over  the 
hill,  but  was  not  violent  enough  to  do  any  mif- 
chief,  and  the  tails  of  the  horfes  only  were  a 
little  burnt,  or  rather  finged. 

In  lefs  than  three  minutes  the  fire  had  reached 
the  river  Kailaan,  which  was  a  mile  from  the 
encampment,  where  it  was  flopped  by  the  inter- 
ruption of  the  water.  After  this  burning,  the 
land,  as  far  as  they  could  fee  from  the  hills,  was 
quite  bare  of  grafs,  and  every  where  all  black  as 
a  coal. 

Upon  this  difafter  Mr.  Ides  fent  out  a  perfon 
to  try  if  he  could  find  any  place  proper  for  them 
to  encamp  for  that  night ;  but  he  did  not  return 
till  the  next  day,  when  he  brought  information 
that  for  two  days  journey  all  round  there  was  no 
forage,  the  fire  having  confumed  it  all. 

Hereupon  Mr.  Ides  intended  to  have  repafied 
the  river  Kailaan,  where  the  grafs  had  efcaped 
untouched  ;  but  considering  the  danger  of  be- 
ing attacked  by  the  Tartars  on  that  fide  of  the 
river,  he  chofe  rather  to  travel  two  days  in  want 


of  necefiaries,  then  again  to  run  the  rifk  of  ex- 
pofing  themfelves  to  the  attacks  of  thofe  barba- 
rians. 

They  therefore  continued  their  journey,  paf- 
fing  over  (teep  hills,  and  through  deep  morafles  j 
and  in  this  day's  journey  eighteen  camels  and 
twenty-two  horfes  funk  into  and  remained  in  the 
morafles,  not  being  able  to  ftir  a  ftep  farther  ; 
wherefore  this  hardfliip  fell  chiefly  on  the  re- 
mainder of  the  bcafts,  which  confequently  were 
the  heavier  laden. 

The  next  day  likewife  they  pafled  through 
morafles  and  over  fteep  hills,  till  they  came  tO 
the  river  Mergeen,  on  the  banks  of  which  the 
grafs  was  not  burnt  off.  They  forded  this  river 
and  proceeded  on  their  journey  ;  but  were  in  a 
miierable  condition  on  account  of  the  ill  ftate  of 
their  cattle,  which  daily  finking  under  their 
loads,  were  obliged  to  be  left  behind,  and  on 
account  of  the  Scarcity  of  proviflons  for  fo  many 
men,  their  flock  being  very  low,  and  confuting 
only  of  a  few  lean  live  oxen. 

On  the  eighteenth  of  the  month  they  reached 
the  river  Gan,  which  they  forded  at  low  water, 
and  on  the  other  fide  found  frefli  grafs  for  the 
cattle.  Here  they  refted  three  days,  and  Mr. 
Ides  would  have  remained  longer,  if  the  people 
had  not  complained  that  they  were  much  pinch- 
ed by  hunger,  and  that  the  lmall  number  of 
oxen  remaining  could  not  long  fubfift  fo  many 
hundred  men. 

To  prevent  an  entire  famine,  they  now  laved 
the  blood  of  every  ox  that  they  killed,  and  boil- 
ing it  to  the  confidence  of  liver,  ate  it  as  bread  : 
they  alio  cut  the  hides  into  flips,  fhaved  off"  the 
hair,  and  toafted  them  at  the  fire ;  and  this  paf- 
fed  at  that  time  for  good  food  :  nor  were  any 
part  of  the  entrails  thrown  away. 

While  they  were  in  thefe  difficulties,  Mr.  Ides 
being  informed  that  the  country  all  about  this 
river  abounded  with  wild  game,  as  harts,  roe- 
bucks, &c.  ordered  fome  expert  archers  to  go  a 
hunting  ;  and  having  the  good  fortune  to  fhoot 
about  fifty  roebucks,  they  were  diftributed  a- 
mong  the  almoft  famifhed  company,  who  gree- 
dily devoured  them  half  dreffed  and  half  raw, 
and  gave  a  convincing  proof  of  the  exceflive  Se- 
verity of  hunger. 

Mr.  Ides  now  fent  a  gentleman,  accompanied 
by  eight  coffacks,  to  Argun,  the  frontier  place, 
with  a  letter  to  the  governor,  requefting  that  he 
'  would  immediately  iend  them  a  Supply  of  oxen, 
Sheep,  bread,  and  ether  proviflons,  under  convoy, 
for  they  were  driven  to  the  laft  extremity. 

This  meflenger  being  difpatched,  they  depart- 
ed i'rom  the  river  Gan,  and  having  travelled 
three  days,  the  hungry  complaints  of  the  com- 
pany became  incelfant,  for  the  roebucks  were 
but  a  morfel  among  Such  a  number  of  peo- 
ple. 

In  this  condition,  difprrited  and  faint,  they 
arrived  at  a  brook  which  flowed  from  the  hills, 
which  was  richly  Stored  with  large  pikes,  trouts, 
and  other  fifh,  of  which  they  Shot  many  with 
their  arrows  ;  for  in  clear  water  the  CoSSacks 
and  Tunguzians,  of  whom  there  were  Several  in 
company,  are  fuch  expert  archers  that  they  fel- 
dom  mils   the   fifh  they   aim  at,  and  generally 
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pierce  through  them,  which  caufes  them  to  float 
on  the  furface  of  the  water. 

On  the  third  day  after  the  mefienger  was  dif- 
patched,  there  arrived  from  Argun  twenty-five 
oxen  and  cows,  befides  millet  and  bread  •,  but 
the  futtlers  who  brought  this  convoy  of  provifi- 
ons,  made  them  pay  fo  very  dear  for  it,  that 
their  relief  looked  more  like  extortion  than  cha- 
rity :  however,  the  lupply  at  any  price  was  ex- 
tremely welcome  at  that  juncture.  Thus  invi- 
gorated, and  likewife  encouraged  by  finding  that 
the  farther  they  advanced  the  better  the  grafs 
grew,  they  held  chearfully  on  till  they  got  to 
the  end  of  the  defert,  in  which  they  had  ftrug- 
gled  with  innumerable  difficulties. 

On  the  twenty-feventh  of  the  month  they  paf- 
fed  the  river  of  Argun,  and  on  the  thirty-firft 
arrived  fafe  at  the  city  of  Nerzinfkoy,  where  they 
remained  aconfiderable  time,  and  returned  thanks 
to  heaven  .hat  they  had  eicaped  fo  many  dan- 
gers, ana  had  at  length  got  out  of  the  reach  of 
pinching  neceflity. 

They  departed  from  Nerzinfkoy  on  the  fifth 
of  Anguft,  and  on  the  eighth  arrived  at  the  city 
of  Udinfkoy,  where  they  furnifhed  themfelves 
with  barks,  and  by  the  afliftance  of  an  ebbing 
tide,  and  a  good  wind,  they  in  one  night  reach- 
ed the  frontiers  of  Siberia,  and  on  the  twelfth 
arrived  fafe  at  Jetukfkoy. 

On  the  feventeenth  they  left  this  place,  and 
after  running  a  great  rifk  by  wading  through  the 


great  quantities  of  water  which  were  fallen,  ar- 
rived at  Jenizetfkoy  ;  and  leaving  that  place  on 
the  twenty-fixth,  travelled  through  a  wood  twen- 
ty miles  in  length,  in  which  were  harboured  a 
great  number  of  wild  beafts,  which  fled  at  their 
approach. 

Being  arrived  at  the  village  of  Makofkoy,  they 
found  a  fufficient  number  of  fhips,  in  which 
they  embarked,  and  driving  down  the  river 
Keta,  they  on  the  twenty-eighth  of  September 
reached  the  caftle  of  Ketlkoy  on  the  river 
Oby. 

They  likewife  drove  down  this  river  without 
meeting  with  any  thing  remarkable,  and  on  the 
fixteenth  of  October  came  to  the  town  of  Sama- 
roffkoy  Jam,  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Jalis,  on 
which  ftream  they  fpent  fourteen  days  in  wait- 
ing for  fledges  to  purfue  their  journey  by 
land. 

The  fledges  being  ready  they  fet  out,  andfoon 
reached  the  city  of  Tobolfky,  where  they  relied 
three  weeks,  to  refrefh  themfelves  and  procure 
new  cloaths  ;  and  then  fet  forwards  with  all 
poflible  expedition,  being  very  defircus  of  put- 
ting a  period  to  their  journey. 

On  the  twenty-fourth  of  November  they  tra- 
velled through  the  city  of  Wergaturia,  and  with- 
out encountering  any  thing  elfe  worth  notice, 
arrived  in  fledges  fafe  at  Mofcow  on  the  firft  of 
January,  after  having  fpent  two  years  and  ten 
months  in  thefe  travels. 
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T  E  D  M  O  R     in    the     D  E  S  A  R  T. 

Extracted  from  Mr.  Wood's  French  Edition  of  the  Antiquities  of  Palmyra. 


OUR    Author  begins  by  informing  us 
that   two  gentlemen,*  whofe    curiofity 
had  more  than  once  led  them  to  travel 
into  Italy,  were  perfuaded  that  a  voyage  proper- 


ly made  to  the  moft  remarkable  places  on  the 
coaft  of  the  Mediterranean,  which  are  mention- 
ed in  the  writings  of  antiquity,  might  be  ad- 
vantageous to  the  public,  at  the  fame  time  that 


*  Mr.  Bouverie  and  Mr.  pawkins. 
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it  would  afford  knowledge  and  entertainment  to 
themfelves. 

"  As  I  had  already  (lays  our  author)  fecn 
c<  molt  of  the  places  they  propoled  to  vifit,  they 
"  did  me  the  honour  to  communicate  their  de- 
"  fign  to  me,  and  I  with  plealure  accepted  their 
"  invitation  to  be  one  of  fuch  an  agreeable 
"  party." 

"  The  advantageous  idea  I  had  formed  of 
"  thele  gentlemen,  whom  I  had  feveral  times 
"  met  in  France  and  Italy,  flattered  me  with  all 
"  the  fuccefs  that  could  be  hoped  for  from  fuch 
"  a  voyage.  Their  friendihip,  their  love  of  an- 
"  tiquities  and  the  fine  arts,  and  their  being  ac- 
"  cuftomed  to  travelling,  were  circumftances 
"  effential  to  our  project  :  circumftances  that 
"  feldom  meet  in  two  perfons,  who  joined  to  a 
"  tafte  and  leifure  for  fuch  refearchts,  the  necef- 
"  fary  means  of  making  them,  and  who  had 
"  fufficient  health  and  courage  to  lupport  the 
"  fatigue  of  doing  it." 

"  We  agreed  that  we  could  not  do  without  a 
"  fourth  perfon,  who  was  in  Italy,  and  whole 
"  abilities  were  known  to  us  with  reipect  to  his 
"  fkill  in  architecture  and  drawing.  Wethere- 
"  fore  wrote  to  him,  and  engaged  him  to  be  one 
"  of  the  party. 

"  We  chofe  Rome  for  the  place  of  our  ren- 
"  dezvous ;  and  there  lpent  the  winter  together, 
"  employing  the  greatelt  part  of  our  time  in  re- 
"  freming  our  memories  by  reading  ancient 
"  hiftory,  and  in  perfecting  ourfelves  in  the  geo- 
"  graphy  of  the  country  we  propofed  to  vi- 
"  fit;". 

Thefe  preliminary  fteps  being  taken;  our 
travellers,  in  the  following  fpring,  repaired  to 
Naples,  where  they  found  a  veffel  they  had 
hired  at  London,  furnifhed  with  every  thing 
they  had  thought  would  be  of  fervice  to  them ; 
as  a  choice  collection  of  the  Greek  poets  and 
hiftorians,  books  of  antiquities,  and  accounts 
of  the  beft  voyages  and  travels.  There  were 
alfo  on  board  fuch  mathematical  inftruments  as 
they  might  have  occafion  for,  and  prefents  fit 
for  the  Turks  of  diftinction  and  others,  to  whom 
in  the  courfe  of  their  journey,  they  might  be  ob- 
liged to  apply. 

They  vifited  moft  of  the  iflands  of  the  Archi- 
pelago ;  a  part  of  Greece  in  Europe ;  the  Eu- 
ropean and  Afiatic  coafts  of  the  Heliefpont  •,  the 
Propontis  and  the  Bofphorus  as  far  as  the  Black 
Sea.  They  penetrated  into  Afia  Minor,  Syria, 
Phoenicia,  Paleiline  and  Egypt,  and  vifited  the 
moft  remarkable  places  in  each. 

"  The  different  countries  (fays  Mr.  Wood) 
"  through  which  we  paffed  are  known  to  abound 
"  in  things  of  various  kinds  that  merit  theatten- 
"  tion  of  the  curious  traveller  :  however^  it  was 
"  lefs  the  prefent  than  the  ancient  ftate  of  thefe 
*'  countries  that  attracted  our  regard  ;  though 
"  each  of  us  was  able  to  gratify  his  peculiar  tafte. 
"  It  is  impoffible  to  confider  with  indifference, 
"  the  countries  where  polite  literature  and  the 
"  arts  had  their  birth  •,  where  the  captains,  the 
"  orators,  the  philofophers,  the  poets,  and  the 
*'  artifts,  fo  bravely  and  fo  happily  fuftered  their 
"  genius  to  foar,  to  the  honour  of  human  na- 
"  ture.  Circumftances  of  climate  and  fituation, 
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j  "  otherwife  trivial,  become  interefting  from  their 
"  connection  with  the  great  men  who  have  cele- 
"  brated  them,  and  with  the  illuftrious  actions, 
"  which  hiftory  and  poetry  reprefent  as  beino- 
"  there  performed.  The  life  of  Miltiades  or 
"  Leonidas  can  no  where  be  read  with  fuch 
"  plealure,  as  in  the  plains  of  Marathon,  or  at 
"  the  ftreights  of  Thermopylce  :  the  Iliad  has 
"  new  beauties  on  the  banks  of  the  Scamander  ; 
"  and  the  Odyfley  has  frefti  charms  in  the  coun- 
"  try  where  Ulyffes  travelled  and  Homer 
"  fung." 

No  part  of  a  tour  through  the  eaft  is  fo  diffi- 
cult as  a  journey  to  Palmyra  :  for  it  is  neceffary 
to  go  far  from  the  common  road,  and  where  the 
grand  Signior's  protection  can  be  of  no  fervice. 
Aleppo  and  Damafcus  feemed  to  be  places  where 
our  travellers  might  beft  provide  for  convenience 
and  fafety  in  this  enterprize  :  but  having  endea- 
voured in  vain  to  m;:ke  the  firft  of  thole  cities, 
they  anchored  at  By  root,  on  the  coaft  of  Syria, 
and  croffed  over  mount  Libanus,  in  order  to  go 
to  Damafcus. 

The  bafla  of  that  city  to'd  our  travellers,  that 
he  could  not  promife  them,  that  either  his  name 
or  his  power  would  be  of  any  fervice  to  them, 
at  the  place  to  which  they  were  going.  From 
what  he  laid,  and  from  all  that  they  could  learn 
from  others,  they  found  that  they  muft  be  ob- 
liged to  go  to  Haffia,  a  village  four  days  journey 
to  the  north  of  Damafcus,  and  the  refidence  of 
an  aga,  whofe  jurifdiction  extends  to  Palmyra. 

This  little  village  is  in  the  great  road  by  which 
(he  caravan  of  Damafcus  paffes  to  Aleppo :  it  is 
fituated  near  Anti-Libanus,  at  a  few  hours  dif- 
tance  from  the  river  Orontes.  The  aga  received 
our  travellers  with  the  hofpitality  fo  common  in 
this  country  among  the  people  of  all  ranks  ;  and 
though  extremely  furprized  at  their  curiofity,  he 
gave  them,  as  well  as  he  was  able,  the  neceffary 
inftruftions  for  gratifying  it. 

On  the  tenth  of  March  1751,  they  left  Haffia, 
with  an  efcort  of  the  beft  Arab  horfemen  be- 
longing to  the  2ga,  armed  with  guns  and  long 
pikes  ;  and  having  croffed  a  barren  plain,  they 
arrived  atSudud,  a  fmall  village  inhabited  by  Ma- 
ronite  chriftians.  The  houfes  of  this  place  are 
built  of  bricks  dried  in  the  fun  ;  and  the  inha- 
bitants cultivate  as  much  land  around  the  village 
as  is  barely  fufficient  for  their  fubfiftence  :  they 
alfo  make  tolerably  good  v/ine.  Our  travellers 
bought  fome  manufcripts  of  their  prieft,  and 
continued  their  journey  to  the  fouth-eaft  through 
the  fame  fort  of  country,  and  in  three  hours 
more  arrived  at  Howareen,  where  they  took  up 
their  lodging. 

Howareen  has  the  fame  appearance  of  pover- 
ty as  Sudud  •,  but  they  found  fome  ruins  there, 
tHat  are  a  proof  of  its  being  once  a  more  consi- 
derable place.  A  fquare  tcwer  with  projecting 
battlements  feems  to  have  been  built  three  or 
four  hundred  years  ago  ;  and  two  churches  with 
ruins  may  be  of  the  fame  age.  In  thefe  build- 
ings there  are  materials  much  more  ancient,  but 
employed  without  judgment. 

In  the  walls  our  travellers  obferved  fome  Co- 
rinthian capitals,  and  many  attic  bales  of  white 
marble.    Thefe  fragments  of  antiquity,  and  fome 
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others  which  they  found  fcattered  about,  had  be- 
longed to  works  erected  with  more  expence  than 
tafte.  They  oblerved  a  neighbouring  village 
entirely  abandoned  by  its  inhabitants,  which  fre- 
quently happens  in  this  country  ;  for  whtw  the 
produce  of  the  earth  is  not  anfwerable  to  the  cul- 
tivation, the  inhabitants  often  quit  their  habita- 
tions to  avoid  oppieflion. 

On  the  following  day  they  left  Howareen,  and 
continuing  to  travel  in  the  fame  direction,  they  in 
three  hours  reach  Carieteen,  a  village  a  little 
larger  than  the  laft,  that  had  alio  fome  fragments 
of  marble  which  belonged  to  ancient  edifices,  as 
the  lhafts  of  columns,  fome  Corinthian  capitals, 
a  doric  bafe,  and  two  imperfect  Greek  infcrip- 
tions. 

Here  they  thought  proper  to  ftay  the  remain- 
der of  the  day,  as  well  to  wait  for  the  reft  of 
the  efcort  the  aga  had  ordered  to  accompany 
them,  as  to  prepare  their  retinue  and  cattle  for 
the  fatigue  they  were  to  fuffer  during  the  reft  of 
the  journey :  for  though  they  could  not  per- 
form it  in  lefs  than  twenty-four  hours,  they  were 
obliged  to  travel  to.  long  without  repofe,  there 
being  no  water  in  that  part  of  the  defart. 

They  left  Carieteen  on  the  thirteenth,  at  ten  in 
the  morning,which  was  much  too  late  :  but  their 
company  became  more  difficult  to  govern,  in 
proportion  as  they  became  more  numerous.  This 
bad  management  occafioned  their  being  expofed 
to  the  heat  of  two  days,  before  their  beafts  could 
obtain  either  reft  or  water  :  and  though  it  was 
in  the  beginning  of  the  warm  leafon,  yet  the  fand 
refle&ed  the  heat  of  the  fun  with  great  violence, 
while  they  had  neither  the  flighted  breeze  to  re- 
frefh  them,  nor  the  lead  fhade  to  fhelter  them 
from  its  beams. 

Their  company  was  then  much  increafed  by 
its  being  joined  by  fome  merchants,  fo  that  it 
conlifted  of  about  two  hundred  perfons,  and 
nearly  the  fame  number  of  beafts  of  burthen, 
which  formed  a  grottfque  mixture  of  horfes, 
camels,  mules,  and  affes. 

Their  guide  told  them  that  they  were  then  in 
the  mod  dangerous  part  of  their  journey,  and 
defired  them  to  fubmit  entirely  to  his  orders  ; 
which  were,  that  the  domeftics  fhould  keep  with 
the  baggage,  immediately  behind  the  guard  of 
Arabs  ;  from  which  were  frequently  difpatched 
two  or  more  horfemen  on  the  difcovery,  to  all 
the  eminences  before  them,  where  they  ftayed 
till  the  main  body  came  up  with  them.  . 

Thefe  horfemen  alv/ays  quitted  the  caravan 
on  a  full  gallop,  after  the  manner  of  the  Tartars 
and  Huffars.  Mr.  Wood  fays,  it  is  difficult  to 
determine  whether  this  precaution  arofe  from  a 
real  apprehenfion  of  danger,  or  whether  it  pro- 
ceeded from  an  oftentatious  fhew  of  vigilance,  to 
make  them  conceive  an  high  opinion  of  their 
activity  and  ufe. 

The  road  from  Carieteen  to  Palmyra  was 
north  and  by  eaft,  through  a  level  fandy  plain 
about  ten  miles  broad,  bounded  to  the  right  and 
left  by  a  chain  of  barren  mountains,  that  feemed 
to  join  within  two  miles  of  Palmyra.  In  all  this 
courfc  there  is  neither  a  tree  nor  a  drop  of  water  : 
but  to  take  off  their  attention  from  the  fatigue 
they  endured,  the  Arab  horfemen  diverted  them 


from  time  to  time  by  engaging  in  mock  fights. 
It  is  furprizing  to  fee  with  what  firmnefs  they 
keep  their  faddles,  and  the  dexterity  with  which 
they  manage  their  horfes.  At  night  they  ufual- 
ly  fat  in  a  circle,  to  drink  coffee  and  fmoke  a 
pipe  :  this  was  their  greateft  regale.  In  the  mean 
time  one  of  the  company  diverted  the  reft  by 
finging  a  long,  or  relating  a  piece  of  hiftory,  on 
the  fubjecl:  of  love  or  war,  or  with  an  extempore 
tale. 

When  our  travellers  had  proceeded  nine  hours 
from  Carieteen,  they  arrived  at  a  ruined  tower, 
on  which  they  obferved  the  crofs  of  Malta  in  two 
or  three  places.  Near  this  tower  are  the  ruins 
of  a  fuperb  building  ;  but  a  magnificent  door- 
cafeof  white  marble,  is  the  only  part  that  re- 
mains Handing,  and  uncovered  with  fand.  At 
midnight  they  flopped  two  hours  to  take  fome 
repofe  ;  and  on  the  fourteenth  at  noon  arrived  at 
the  end  of  the  plain,  where  the  mountains  on  the 
right  and  left  appear  to  meet.  Between  thefe 
mountains  is  a  valley,  where" are  ftill  feen  the 
ruins  of  an  aqueduct,  that  formerly  conveyed 
water  to  Palmyra. 

On  each  fide  of  this  vfflley  are  many  fquare 
towers  of  a  confiderable  height  •,  and  on  apJ 
proaching  them,  they  appeared  to  be  the  ancient 
fepulchres  of  the  inhabitants  of  Palmyra.  Scarce 
had  they  pafled  thefe  venerable  monuments,  when' 
the  mountains  opening  on  each  fide,  they  fud- 
denly  difcovered  the  g.-eateft  quantity  of  ruins, 
all  of  white  marble,  they  had  ever  ken  •,  and 
behind  thole  ruins,  towards  the  Euphrates,  a  le-> 
vel  country  extending  as  far  as  the  eye  could 
reach,  without  the  leaft  animated  object.  It  is 
almoit  impoffible  to  imagine  any  thing  more  a- 
ftonifhing  than  this  view.  No  profpect  can  be 
conceived  more  ftriking  and  romantic,  than  fuch 
a  vaft  multitude  of  Corinthian  Columns,withfew 
intervening  walls  and  folid  buildings. 

But  to  be  more  particular  :  on  the  left  hand  is 
feen  a  wall  which  belongs  to  the  court  of  the 
temple  of  the  fun  :  and  though  part  of  it  is  bro- 
ken down,  it  is  of  confiderable  length.  A  row 
of  twelve  noble  windows  are  ftill  ftanding  toge- 
ther ;  and  farther  to  the  left  are  two  others  : 
between  each  is  a  pilafter  of  the  Corinthian  or- 
der, fupporting  the  entablature  ;  through  the 
fpace  that  is  broken  down,  the  view  is  terminated 
by  diftant  rows  of  columns,  and  over  part  of  the 
wall  which  is  ftill  ftanding,  rife  the  ruins  of  the 
temple  itfelf. 

At  the  end,  where  flood  the  portico,  is  a 
fquare  ruinous  tower  built  by  the:  Turks.  Be- 
fore thefe  buildings  are  inclofures  of  corn  and 
olive  trees  planted  by  the  Arabs,  and  feperated 
by  mud  walls,  while  on  all  fides  lie  around  them 
magnificent  ruins. 

As  it  will  be  irnpoftible  to  find  any  language 
more  exprefiive  than  that  of  our  author,  we 
fhall  give  the  remainder  of  this  interefting  and 
entertaining  narrative  in  his  own  words. 

"  Before  the  Turkifh  tower  is  a  piece  of  a 
"  very  large  column  ftanding  en  its  bafe;  but  the 
"  greateft  part,  with  its  capital  and  entablature, 
"  has  fallen  down.  The  ltones  that  are  around 
"  it  fhew  that  there  was  a  grand  edifice  in  this 
"  place.     The  diameter  of  this  column  near  the 
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bafe  is  five  feet  and  a  half.  A  little 
to  the  right  of  the  tower,  though  at  a 
greater  diitance,  are  the  ruins  of  a  Turkiih 
mofque  with  its  minaret  :  and  before  it  is  a 
grand  column,  that  rifes  to  a  great  height,  and 
is  of  the  lame  dimcnfions  as  that  which  is  bro- 
ken down.  A  litjtle  farther  to  the  right  is  a 
noble  arch,  with  a  poftern  richly  ornamented 
on  each  fide,  from  which  a  colonade  extends 
four  thouiand  feet  in  length,  terminated  by 
a  fuperb  maufoleum." 

"  Many  of  thele  columns  are  fallen  down,  and 
open  a  view  to  che  other  ruins,  while  in  other 
parts  the  remains  of  magnificent  ftructures  are 
leen  through  the  intercolumniations.  At  fome 
diitance  nearer  before  this  magnificent  colo- 
nade ftands  a  fmall  temple,  adorned  with  a 
noble  portico  ;  and  ftill  farther  to  the  right 
is  another  temple,  with  its  periityle,  leen 
through  the  intercolumniation. 
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nearer  feem  to  be  the 
"  ruins  of  a  Chriftian  church  ;  and  ftill  nearer, 
"  and  farther  to  the  right,  are  four  lofty  co- 
"  lumns  with  their  fuperb  entablature,  the  only 
"  remains  of  fome  grand  edifice." 

"  A  little  to  the  right  of  thefe,  though  at  a 
"  greater  diitance,  are  a  number  of  columns 
"  which  ftill  fupport  a  confiderable  part  of  their 
"  entablature,  and  are  fo  difpofed,  that  they  re- 
"  femble  the  periityle  of  a  fmall  temple,  that 
"  has  been  wholly  deftroyed  :  and  nearer  ftill, 
"  and  more  to  the  right,  is  an  elegant  maufo- 
"  leum." 

*!  Befide  thefe  we  fee  a  vaft  number  of  fcatter- 
"  ed  columns  covering  the  plain,  fome  with,  and 
<c  fome  without, their  entablatures,  while  the 
"  ground  is  on  all  fides  covered  with  broken  co- 
*'  lumns,  capitals,  rich  entablatures,  and  ftones 
"  of  prodigious  magnitude.  Toward  the  right 
"  the  diitant  profpect  is  terminated  by  a  range 
"  of  hills  and  mountains,  on  one  of  which  are 
"  the  ruins  of  a  Turkiih  fortification,  and  on 
"  another  is  a  caitle." 

"  Thefe  were  the  amazing  ruins  which  fudden- 
"  ly  itruck  our  fight,  and  appeared  at  one  view 
"  in  the  diitant  profpect.  After  having  confi- 
"  dered  them  for  fome  time,  we  were  conduct- 
"  ed  to  a  hut  belonging  to  the  Arabs,  of  which 
"  there  are  about  thirty  in  the  court  of  the  great 
"  temple.  The  magnificence  of  that  edifice, 
"  and  the  meannefs  of  their  habitation,  formed 
"  a  contraft  that  was  quite  afloniihing." 

"  The  inhabitants  both  men  and  women  are 
".  well  fhaped  :  the  complexions  of  the  latter 
"  are  fwarthy,  but  their  features  good  ;  they 
"  were  veiled,  but  they  were  not  fo  fcrupulous 
*e  about  fhewing  their  faces,  as  the  women  of 
"  the  Eaft  generally  are.  They  hang  rings  of 
"  either  gold  or  brafs  in  their  ears  and  noies  ; 
"  they  colour  their  lips  blue,  their  eyes  andeyc- 
"  brows  black,  and  the  tips  of  their  fingers 
"  red.  Both  fexes  appear  to  be  very  healthy, 
"  being  almoit  ftrangers  to  difeafes." 

"  It  feldom  rains  there  except  at  the  time  of 
*'  the  equinoxes ;  and  we  enjoyed  a  fereneiky  all 


the  while  we  ftaid,  but  one  afternoon,  when  we 
had  a  little  fhower  preceeded  by  a  whirl-wind, 
which  raifed  fuch  a  quantity  of  fund  as  entire- 
ly darkened  the  air,  and  gave  us  an  idea  of 
thole  terrible  itorms  that  are  fometimes  fatal 
to  whole  caravans." 

"  We  continued  there  fifteen  days,  during 
which  the  Arab  inhabitants  fupplied  us  pretty 
well  with  mutton  and  goats-flefh  ;  but  had  we 
ftaid  much  longer,  they  would  have  been  un- 
able to  have  furnifhed  us  with  provifions." 
"  As'  we  found  it  would  be  troublefome  to 
carry  a  quadrant  fo  far  by  land,  this  prevent- 
ed our  taking  the  latitude  of  the  city  •,  but 
according  to  Ptolemy  it  is  in  340  latitude, 
and  is  fix  days  journey  from  Aleppo,  as  many' 
from  Damalcus  by  the  fafeft  road,  and  about' 
twenty  leagues  to  the  eaft  of  the  Euphra- 
tes." 

"  Some  geographers  place  it  in  Syria,  others 
in  Arabia,  and  others  in  Phoenicia.  The  ci- 
ty walls  were  flanked  with  fquare  towers  ;  but 
in  many  parts  they  are  entirely  levelled,  and 
cannot  now  be  diilinguifhed  from  the  other 
ruins  •,  particularly  none  of  them  can  be  per- 
ceived to  the  fouth-eaft.  However,  from  what 
we  difcovered,  there  is  great  reafon  to  believe 
that  they  inclcfed  the  great  temple ;  and 
therefore  muft  have  been  at  leaft  three  miles 
in  compafs." 

"  The  Arabs  ihewed  us  by  the  prefent  ruins 
a  track  of  land  that  may  be  about  ten  miles 
in  circumference,  and  is  a  little  raifed  above 
the  level  of  the  defart  •,  obferving  that  this 
was  the  extent  of  the  ancient  city,  and  that  < 
ruins  were  difcovered  there  by  digging.  In- 
deed there  fcems  better  reafon  in  favour  of 
this  opinion,  than  their  authority." 
"  A  circuit  of  about  three  miles  was  very  lit-' 
tie  for  Palmyra  in  its  profperity  -,  efpeeially 
if  we  confider  that  the  greateft  part  of  that 
fpace  is  filled  by  public  edifices,  which  from 
their  extraordinary  magnificence,  and  the 
great  number  of  fuperb  fepulchres,  are  evi- 
dent proofs  of  the  grandeur  of  the  city.  From 
thence  it  may  be  concluded,  that  the  walls 
already  mentioned  inclofed  only  that  part  of 
the  city  which  contained  the  public  edifices 
in  its  moft  fiourifhing  ftate  :  and  that  after  it 
was  ruined,  its  fituation  rendering  it  the  moft 
proper  place  for  putting^  a  itop  to  the  incur- 
lions  of  the  Saracens,  Juitinian  fortified  if,  as 
we  learn  from  Procopius,  and  very  probably 
contracted  its  bounds." 

"  Palmyra  was  not  then,  as  it  formerly  had 
been,  a  rich  and  trading  city,  in  which  it  was 
neceffary  to  have  a  regard  to  the  interelt  and 
convenience  of  individuals  ;  but  a  frontier 
town,  that  only  required  ftrength.  Befide, 
in  building  the  wall  to  the  north-weft,  ad- 
vantage was  taken  of  two  or  three  fepulchres, 
which  being  of  a  convenient  form,  they  con- 
verted them  into  towers  ;  and  as  there  is  no 
doubt  that  the  wall  was  built  after  the  fepul- 
chres, it  may  juitly  be  concluded  that  they 
were  erected  fince  the  abolition  of  the  pagan 
religion  :  the  Greeks  and  Romans  have  tdo 
great  a  veneration  for  their  fepulchres  to  ap- 
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"  ply  them  to  any  other  ufe  •,  and  it  was  con- 
**  trary  to  the  rooft  exprefs  laws  of  both,  to  bury 
"  the  dead  within  the  walls  of  a  city." 

"  It  has  been  obferved,  that  on  the  top  of  one 
"  of  the  higheft  of  theie  mountains  is  a  caftle. 
"  *The  afcent  to  it  is  extreamly  difficult  and 
"  ragged.  It  is  furrounded  by  a  deep  ditch, 
"  cut  in  the  rock ;  or  rather  they  have  taken 
"  the  ftones  from  it  as  from  a  quarry.  As  the 
"  draw-bridge  is  broken,  we  found  a  good  deal 
'*  of  difficulty  in  paffing  it." 

"  This  caftle  however  is  fo  ill  built,  that  it  is 
"  evident,  it  was  erected  not  only  after  the 
"  time  of  Juftinian,  to  whom  it  is  attributed-, 
"  but  it  is  even  unworthy  cf  the  Mamalukes. 
"  This  mountain  affords  an  extenfive  view  to 
"  the  fouth,  where  the  defart  refembles  a  fea  •, 
"  and  to  the  weft  we  may  fee  the  top  of  Liba- 
"  nus,  and  distinctly  perceive  feveral  parts  of 
"  Anti-Libanus." 

"  The  barren  track  in  which  the  city  ftands, 
"  might  be  made  a  delightful  fpot,  by  means 
"  of  two  rivers,  that  are  entirely  neglected.  The 
"  water  of  both  is  hot  and  mixed  with  fulphur ; 
"  but  the  inhabitants  efteem  it  wholfome  and  a- 
"  greeable.  The  moft  confiderable  of  thefe 
"  ftreams  rifes  to  the  weft,  at  the  foot  of  the 
"  mountains,  in  a  fine  grotto,  almoft  high  e- 
"  nougn  in  the  middle  for  a  man  to  ftand  up- 
"  right  in  it.  The  whole  bottom  is  a  balbn  of 
"  clear  water,  about  two  feet  deep  ;  and  the 
"  heat  being  thus  concentered  renders  it  an  ex- 
"  cellent  bath,  for  which  purpofe  it  is  ufed  by 
"  the  Arabs  :  from  it  runs  a  rapid  current  a- 
"  bove  three  feet  broad  and  one  foot  deep.  This 
"  water  is  for  fome  fpace  confined  within  a  paved 
M  channel  formerly  made  for  it  ;  but  after  a 
"  fhort  courfe,  it  is  imbibed  by  the  fand  to  the 
"  eaft  of  the  ruins." 

"  An  infcription  upon  an  altar  near  it,  dedi- 
*•  cated  to  Jupiter,  informs  us,  that  it  was  cal- 
"  led  Ephea,  and  that  the  care  of  it  was  intruft- 
. "  ed  to  perfons  elected  to  that  office." 

"  The  other  ftream,  the  fource  of  which  we 
"  could  notdifcover,containsnearthefamequan- 
"  tity  of  water;  and  after  running  for  fome  time 
*'  through  the  ruins,  in  an  ancient  fubterranean 
"  aquedud,  joins  the  firft,  and  is  loft  with  it 
"  in  the  fands." 

"  The  Arabs  fpeak  of  a  third  ftream  that  has 
"  been  for  fome  time  loft  among  the  ruins. 
"  Some  have  been  much  embarrafied  to  account 
"  for  the  lofs  of  a  river  mentioned  by  Ptolemy, 
"  and  therefore  attributed  it  to  an  earthquake  : 
"  however,  with  refpect  to  thofe  of  Palmyra, 
"  no  other  change  feems  to  have  happened,  than 
"  what  is  die  effect  of  negligence  :  but  if  thefe 
"  currents  are  thought  too  inconfiderable  to  de- 
"  ferve  the  name  of  rivers,  that  honour  fhould 
"  for  the  fame  reafon  be  refilled  to  the  Pactolus, 
"  the  Meles,  and  many  other  rivers  of  Greece, 
"  that  have  not  fo  much  water,  except  immedi- 
"  ately  after  rain." 

"  Befide  thefe,  was  the  fubterranean  aque- 
"  duct  before  mentioned,  which  brought  good 
"  water  to  the  city,  and  was  folidly  built,  with 
"  openings  at  proper  diftances,  to  keep  it,  clean. 
*f  Procopius  obferves,  thaf  Juftinian  con\reyed 


"  water  to  Palmyra,  for  the  ufe  of  the  garrifon  he 
"  left  there  :  but  we  imagine  that  for  this  pur- 
"  pofe  he  repaired  the  aqueduct,  which  appears 
"  to  have  been  much  more  ancient,  and  built 
"  at  an  immenfe  expence.  Palmyra  in  its  pro- 
"  fperity  certainly  could  not  fail  to  procure  fuch 
"  a  convenience  ;  and,  indeed,  in  mere  than  one 
"  part  of  this  aqueduct,  we  have  obferved  in- 
"  fcriptions  in  Palmy  re  ne  characters,  which  are 
"  now  not  legible  -,  but  have  found  none  in  any 
"  other  language. 

"  Three  or  four  miles  to  the  fouth-eaft  of  the 
*  ruins  in  the  defart,  is  the  Valley  of  Salt,  where 
•'  David  probably  fmote  the  Syrians,  (2  Sam. 
"  viii.  13.)  and  which  ftill  fupplies  Damalcus 
"  and  the  neighbouring  towns  with  great  quan- 
"  tities  of  that  commodity  ;  the  earth  being 
"  impregnated  with  it  to  a  confiderable  depth. 
"  Tlley  hollcw  the  ground  upwards  of  a  toot 
"  deep  ;  and  from  the  rain-water,  which  lodges 
"  in  thefe  cavities,  rifes  a  fine  white  fait,  that  is 
"  gathered  after  the  water  is  dried  up,  or  ex- 
"  haled  by  the  fun." 

"  Thefe  noble  remains  of  Palmyra  are  too 
"  firiking  and  magnificent  not  to  excite  our  cu- 
"  riofity  with  refpect  to  its  condition  in  ancient 
"  times.  It  is  natural  10  enqute,  how  a  fpot 
"  like  this,  divided  from  the  reft  of  the  world 
"  by  an  inhofpitable  defart,  came  to  be  chofen 
"  for  its  fituation  ;  who  was  its  founder,  and 
"  from  what  quarter  it  drew  the  riches  necef- 
"  fary  to  its  fuppcrt  ?  Eut  it  is  remarkable  that 
"  hiftory  fcarcely  makes  any  mention  of  Balbec 
"  and  Palmyra ;  and  we  have  little  knowledge 
"  of  them  but  what  is  fupplied  by  inferiptions. 
"  Is  not  even  this  filence  or  hiftory  inftrudtive  ? 
"  Does  it  not  inform  us,  that  there  are  periods 
"  in  hiftory  that  are  entirely  concealed   from 


us 


"  By  the  natural  and  ordinary  courfe,  theme- 
"  mory  ol  cities  is  preferved  longer  than  their 
"  ruins.  It  is  only  from  hiftory  that  we  have 
"  any  knowledge  of  Troy,  Babylon,  and  Mem- 
"  phis  :  there  dees  nc  t  at  prefent  remain  a  fingle 
"  ftcne  of  thefe  cities,  to  fhew  where  they  were 
"  fituated  :  but  here  are  two  examples  of  con- 
"  fiderable  cities  that  have  fublifted  longer  than 
"  any  other  known  to  us  ■,  and  yet  it  is  rather 
"  what  we  fee,  than  what  we  read,  that  excites 
"  our  curiofity  concerning  them  :  The  remains 
"  of  Balbec  and  Palmyra  ftill  fubfift,  to  relate, 
"  if  we  may  ufe  the  expreffion,  their  own 
"  hiftory." 

"  Can  the  lofs  of  bcoks  be  the  caufe, 
"  or  did  the  ancients  let  le'fs  value  on  thefe  edi- 
"  fices,  than  we  do  at  prefent  ?  If  this  lr.ft  be 
"  the  cafe,  their  filence  with  refpect  to  Balbee 
"  will  juftify  what  they  advance  about  Eabylon  v 
"  and  their  not  mentioning  Palmyra  be  a  kind 
"  of  proof  of  the  magnificence  of  Greece  and 
"  Egypt,  on  which  they  have  beftowed  fuch  en- 
"  comiums." 

"  All  the  authorities  of  the  ancients  with  re- 
"  fpect  to  this  city,  may  be  reduced  to  thefe. 
"  In  the  Arabic  tranfiation  of  the  fecond  book 
"  of  Chronicles,  chap.  viii.  Palmyra  is  mention- 
"  ed  as  fubfifting  before  the  time  of  Solomon  : 
"  but  John  of  Antioch  fays,  that  it  was  built  by 
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that  monarch  oh  the  very  fpot  where  David 
(lew  the  Philiftine  chief,  in  honour  of  that 
memorable  action.  But  the  Arabian  hiftories 
on  this  fubject  appear  fo  extremely  fabulous 
and  extravagant  as  to  be  unworthy  of  no- 
tice." 

"  The  Old  Teftament  informs  us,  i  Kings 
ix.  and  2  Chron.  viii.  that  Solomon  erected  a 
city  in  the  wildernefs,  and  called  it  Tedmor  •, 
and  we  are  told  by  Jofephus,  that  the  Greeks 
and  Romans  afterward  gave  it  the  name  of 
Palmyra  :  but  that  its  firit  name  was  retained 
by  the  Syrians  :  and  this  is  confirmed  by  St. 
Jerom,  who  fays  that  Tedmor  and  Palmyra 
are  the  Syrian  and  Greek  names  of  the  fame 
place  :  even  at  prefent  the  Arabs  of  the  coun- 
try (till  call  it  Tedmor." 
"  They  pretend  that  thefe  ruins  were  the 
work  of  Solomon  ;  and  among  other  things 
fhew  theferaglio  of  that  king,  his  haram,  and 
the  tomb  of  one  of  his  favourite  concubines. 
Solomon,  the  fon  of  David,  fay  they,  per 
formed  thefe  wonders  by  the  afiiftance  of 
fpirits." 

"  But  the  ftructures  erected  by  Solomon  were 
doubtlefs  entirely  demolilhed  by  Nebuchad- 
nezzar, who,  we  are  allured  by  John  of  An- 
tioch,  deftroyed  that  city,  before  he  befieged 
Jerufalem.  It  cannot  be  reafonably  fuppof- 
ed,  that  edifices  in  the  elegant  ftyle  of  thofe 
of  Palmyra  were  prior  to  the  eftablifhment  of 
the  Greeks  in  Syria  •,  and  taking  this  for 
granted,  we  fhall  not  be  furprized  that  Xeno- 
phon  takes  no  notice  of  this  city  in  his  retreat 
of  Cyrus  the  Younger,  though  he  is  very 
exa£t  in  defcribing  the  defart.  Nor  fhall  we 
;  wonder  at  its  not  being  mentioned  in  the  hit 
1  tory  of  Alexander  the  Great ;  who  might  have 
reaped  great  advantages  from  the  fituation  of 
1  that  city,  when  he  crofTed  this  defart." 

*'  No  mention  is  made  of  it  even  when  Pom- 
'  pey  reduced  Syria  to  a  roman  province  •,  tho' 
'  at  that  time  a  tafte  for  the  polite  arts  began  to 
'  prevail  ;  and  architecture,  painting,  and  fculp- 
'  ture  were  efteemed  not  unworthy  of  the  at- 
'  tention  of  a  Roman  general." 

"  One  would  have  imagined  that  Palmyra 
'  would  not  have  efcaped  the  avidity  and  ava- 
*  rice  of  the  Romans  ;  and  yet  we  do  not  find 
'  that  their  hiftory  makes  any  mention  of  that 
•'  city  before  the  time  of  Mark  Antony  •,  who 
1  would  have  plundered  it,  had  not  the  inha- 
"  bitants  fecured  themfelves  by  tranfporting 
"  their  mod  valuable  effects  beyond  the  Eu- 
"  phrates,  and  defended  the  paflage  of  that  ri- 
"  ver  by  their  archers." 

"At  that  time  the  inhabitants  of  Palmyra  were 
*'  merchants,  and  fold  to  the  Romans  the  mer- 
"  chandize  of  India  and  Arabia.  We  may  con- 
"  elude  that  they  were  a  rich  and  free  people  : 
"  but  how  long  they  had  enjoyed  thefe  advan- 
"  tages  is  uncertain.  Their  riches  and  trade 
"  were  probably  of  fome  Handing  •,  for  it  ap- 
"  pears  from  inlcriptions,  that  in  lefs  than  forty 
"  years  after,  their  expences  and  their  luxuries 
"  were  exceffive. 

"  At  length,  when  the  affairs  of  the  Romans 
*'  in  the  Eaft  were  in  a  deplorable  fituation,  O- 
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dehathus  of  Palmyra  tock  fuch  advantage  of 
the  fituation  of  his  country  between  the  two 
great  rival  empires  of  Rome  and  Perfia,  that 
he  rendered  himfelf  mafter  of  the  balance  of 
power,  and  declared  for  the  one  or  the  other, 
according  as  the  face  of  affairs  changed,  and 
his  intereil  required.  He  entered  into  an  al- 
liance with  the  emperor  Gallienus,  collected 
the  poor  remains  of  the  Roman  army,  and 
by  his  valour,  activity,  and  remarkable  pa- 
tience in  enduring  fatigue,  vanquifhed  Sapor 
king  of  Perfia  in  feveral  engagements,  ad- 
vancing with  his  victorious  troops  as  far  as 
Ctefiphon,  the  capital  of  his  empire.  On  his 
return  from  this  expedition,  with  the  greateft 
applaufe,  and  with  confiderable  treafures, 
Gallienus  declared  him  Auguftus,  and  his 
afTociate  in  the  government  of  the  empire. 
Odenathus  afterward  defeated  Balifta,  who 
afpired  to  the  empire,  and  at  length  drove  out 
the  Goths,  who  had  committed  the  greateft 
ravages." 

"  This  was  his  lad  exploit,  and  it  is  thought 
that  in  this  expedition  he  was  treacheroufly 
murdered  by  his  kinfman  Masonius  :  his  foh 
Herodes  foon  after  differed  the  fame  fate. 
Mieonius  was  then  fainted  emperor  ;  but  in  a 
fhort  time  after  was  cut  to  pieces  by  his  own 
foldiers." 

"  Odenathus  left  behind  him  his  wife  queen 
Zenobia,  and  two  fons  he  had  by  her,  who 
boafted  her  being  defcended  from  Ptolemy, 
and  reckoned  Cleopatra  among  her  anceftors. 
She  had  many  great  and  amiable  qualities. 
After  the  death  of  Odenathus,  (he  aiTumed 
the  reins  of  government,  in  the  name  of  her 
children  ;  and  renouncing  the  alliance  with 
Rome,  attacked  and  entirely  defeated  Hera- 
clianus,  the  Roman  general.  This  victory 
;  left  her  in  the  pofTeffion  of  Syria  and  Mesopo- 
tamia. She  then  by  means  of  Zabdas,  one  of 
her  generals,  conquered  Egypt,  and  added  t6 
her  dominions  the  greateft  part  of  Afia  Mi- 
'  nor." 

"  How  ftrange,  how  unaccountable  are  the- 
;  vicifiitudes  of  fortune  !  A  final!  territory  in 
;  the  midft  of  a  defart  extends  its  conquefts 
;  over  many  rich  countries  !  The  powerful 
;  kingdoms  of  the  Ptolemies,  and  the  Seleuci- 
:  dae,  form  a  part  of  the  dominions  of  a  fingle 
'  city,  whofe  name  is  fought  for  in  vain  in  their 
'  hiftory  :  and  Zenobia,  furrounded  by  the  bar- 
'  ren  lands  of  Palmyra,  includes  Egypt  within 
'  her  dominions  to  the  ibuth,  and  extends  them 
'  to  the  north  as  far  as  the  Black  Sea  and  the 
'  Bofphorus." 

"  But  the  reign   of  this   empire  was  of  very 
;'  fhort   continuance  :    the  emperor  Aurelian  a 
"  few  years  after  recovered  the  eaflern  provin- 
"  ces,     and.  forced   Zenobia  to  fhelter  hcrfelf 
"  within  the  walls  of  Palmyra.     He  laid  fiege 
"  10  that  city  ;  the  queen  rejected   all  negotia- 
"  tions  with  contempt  ;    but  after  a  brave  de- 
"  fence,   fhe  refolved  in  perfon  to  folicit  the  af- 
"  fiftance  of  the  Perfians.     She   fet   out  on  a 
"  dromedary  >  but  was  taken   prifoner    as  (lie 
"  was  about  to  crofs  the  Euphrates,  by  a  party 
"  of  horfe  fent  after  her  by  Aurelian." 

"  The 
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"  The  inhabitants  of  Palmyra  now  furren- 
dered  to  the  emperor's  mercy  •,  on  which  he 
ipared  their  lives,  and  marched  to  Emifia 
with  Zenobia,  carrying  with  him  a  great  part 
of  the  riches  of  the  city,  and  leaving  there  a 
garrifon  of  fix  hundred  archers." 
"  At  Emifia  the  emperor  enquired  into  Ze- 
nobia's  motives  for  refilling  him  with  fuch  re- 
folution ;  and  upon  this  occafion  fhe  ftained 
her  glory,  by  purchafing  a  difhonourable  life 
at  the  expence  of  her  friends  whom  fhe  meanly 
betrayed.  She  mentioned  thofe  who  had  been 
her  advifers  ;  on  which  Aurelian  had  the  cru- 
elty and  injuftice  to  facrifice  them  to  his  re- 
fentment,  while  fhe  was  referved  to  adorn  his 
triumph." 

"  Among  thofe  who  fuffered  was  Longinus, 
who  wrote  upon  the  Sublime,  and  had  dicta- 
ted a  haughty  letter  his  miftrefs  had  wrote  to 
the  emperor  :  but  the  intrepid  courage  with 
which  he  fubmitted  to  his  fate,  fhews  that  his 
bravery  was  equal  to  his  learning.1' 
"  The  misfortunes  of  Palmyra  were  not  yet 
ended.  When  a  free  people  are  from  the 
height  of  glory  fuddenly  reduced  to  flavery, 
they  generally  take  fome  defperate  meafures 
for  their  deliverance.  The  Palmyrenes  cut 
off  the  Roman  s;arrifoB  ;  and  Aurelian  hear- 
ing  this  news  as  he  was  returning  to  Rome, 
fpeedily  turned  back  •,  and  taking  the  city, 
deftroyed  it,  caufing  almoft  all  the  inhabi- 
tants to  be  maffacred,  without  regard  to  age 
or  fex." 

"  "We  are  informed  of  the  particulars  of  this 
cruelty  by  the  emperor  himfelf,  who  in  the 
letter  lie  wrote  to  BafTus  to  order  him  to  re- 
pair the  temple  of  the  fun,  which  had  been 
much  damaged  by  the  foldiers,  appropriates 
to  that  ufe  three  hundred  pounds  weight  of 
gold  found  in  Zenobia's  coffers,  with  eighteen 
hundred  pounds  weight  of  filver,  which  be- 
longed to  the  people,  befide  the  crown  jew- 
els." 

"  Palmyra  having  thus  loft  its  liberty,  con- 
tinued fubject  to  the  Roman  governor  ;  and 
from  the  only  Latin  infcription  now  found 
there,  we  are  informed  that  Hierocleswas  for 
the  fifth  time  prefident  of  the  province,  when 
Dioclefian  erected  fome  magnificent  buildings 
there." 

"  In  the  year  of  Chriit  400,  the  firft  Illyrian 
legion  was  quartered  at  Palmyra  ;  but  Pro- 
copius  gives  us  reafon  to  think  that  the  city 
was  fo  little  regarded  as  to  be  fometimes  with- 
out a  Roman  garrifon  •,  for  he  fays  that  Juf- 
tinian  repaired  and  fupplied  it  with  water,  af- 
ter its  having  been  for  fome  time  almoft  de- 
ferted.  This  is  the  laft  time  that  Palmyra  is 
mentioned  in  the  Roman  hiftory." 
"  The  civil  revolutions  of  this  city  afford  a 
proof  that  Chriftianity  could  not  be  long  efta- 
blifhed  there,  fo  that  it  is  not  furprizing  that 
ecclefiaftical  hiftory  furnifhes  nothing  worth 
the  pains  of  repeating  •,  and  there  is  no  means 
of  knowing  what  has  happened  to  it,  fince 
the  deftruction  of  the  eaftern  empire  by  the 
Mahometans." 
II  Among  the  feveral  infcripjions  found  there, 


none  are  more  ancient  than  the  birth  of  Chrift, 
and  none  fo  late  as  the  deftru&ion  of  the  city 
by  Aurelian,    except   the  Latin    infcription 
which  makes  mention    of  Dioclefian.       The 
asra  of  thefe  infcriptions  is  that  of  the  Seleu- 
cidce.    Some  of  them  are  found  in  the  Palmy- 
rene,  and  others  in  Greek  characters." 
"  Two  of  the  maufoleums,  which  are  almoft 
entire,  have  on  their  fronts   infcriptions  that 
are  very  legible ;    one   of  them  informs  us 
that  Jamblichus,  the  fon  of  Mocimus,  caufed 
that  monument  to  be  built,  to  ferve   as  a  fe- 
pulchre  for  him  and   his  family,  in  the  year 
314,  which  anfwers  to  the  third  year  Of  the 
Chrift-ian  asra ;  and  the  other,  that  Elabelus 
Manaius  caufed  it  to  be  erected  in  the  year 
1  414,  the  103d  year  of  the  Chriftian  asra." 

"  The  ornament*  of  thefe  two  maufoleums 
;  are  much  in  the  fame  tafte  •,  but  the  laft  is 
;  the  moft  elegant,  and  finifhed  with  the  great- 
;  eft  care  :  though  both  are  fo  much  in  the  tafte 
:  and  manner  of  the  other  public  edifices  in  ge- 
'  neral,  that  we  reafonably  fuppofe  them  not 
'  to  be  the  v/orks  of  very  different  ages." 

"  Before  we  had  compleated  our  bufinefs  at 
'  Palmyra,  our  Arabian  efcort  began  to  be  im- 
'  patient,  and  to  folicit  our  departure  ;  alledg-. 
'  ing  that  our  fafety  in  returning  was  much 
'  more  precarious  than  in  our  journey  thither-, 
'  as  they  had  then  only  accidental  dangers  to 
'  apprehend,  while  they  were  now  to  provide 
'  againrt  a  premeditated  furprize  from  the  king 
'  of  the  Bedouins  or  wandering  Arabs ;  who,  on 
'  his  having  intelligence  of  us,  might  think  us 
'  a  prize  worth  looking  after." 

"  We  had  likewife  our  own  reafons  for  more 
'  than  ordinary  folicitude ;  for  we  were  much 
'  more  anxious  about  preferving  the  treafure 
'  we  brought  from  Palmyra,  than  that  which 
'  we  carried  thither.  By  their  advice  we  con- 
'  cealed  both  our  intended  road  back,  and  the 
'  time  we  propofed  to  fet  out  ;  and  on  the 
'  twenty-feventh  of  March  left  Palmyra;  where 
'  its  few  miferable  inhabitants  expreifed  the  »t- 
'  moft  aftonifhment  at  a  vifit,  the  reafon  of 
'  which  they  could  not  comprehend.'* 

'•  We  returned  as  far  as  Sudud,  by  the  fame- 
fc  tirefome  road  through  the  defart,  which  we 
'  have  already  defcribed,  in  our  journey  to 
'  Palmyra.  But  before  we  arrived  at  Carieteen, 
'  we  discovered  at  a  diftance  a  party  of  Arabian 
'  horfemen,  to  which,  had  they  been  fuperior 
'  in  number,  we  muft  have  fallen  an  cafy  prey, 
'  in  the  languid  ftate  to  which  both  our  men 
'  and  horfes  were  reduced,  after  a  march  of  a- 
'  bout  twenty  hours  over  the  burning  fands  ; 
'  but  on  our  nearer  approach  they  retired  with 
;  precipitation,  abandoning  fome  cattle,  which 
'  were  feized  by  our  friends,  as  a  matter  of 
;  courfe,  laughing  at  our  remonftrances  againft 
1  their  injuftice." 

"  Being  arrived  at  Sudud,  we  left  our  former 
:  road  on  the  right  hand,  and  in  five  hours 
'•  more,  proceeding  ltill  through  the  fame  de- 
:  fart,  reached  Cara,  where  we  took  leave  of 
•  the  greateft  part  of  our  caravan.  The  ma- 
;  nufcripts  and  marbles  we  had  collected,  we 
;  fent  on  camels  to  our  fhip  at  Tripoly :  the 

"  mer- 
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"  merchants  who  had  joined  us  for  prote»5tion, 
**  returned  to  Damafcus  with  the  fait  they  went 
"  to  gather  at  Palmyra  ;  and  our  Arabian  horfe- 
"  men,  who  were  now  no  longer  of  ufe,  having 
"  demanded  a  certificate  of  their  fidelity  and  vi- 
"  gilance,  which  they  juftly  deferved,  returned 
"*^to  their  matter,   the  aga  of  Hafiia." 

u  We  had  pafled  through  Cara  before  in  go- 
"  ing  from  Damafcus  to  Hafiia;  from  the  Lift 
"  it  is  about  fix  hours  diftant,  and  is  under  the 
•*  government  of  the  fame  aga.  This  village 
"  is  pleafantly  fituated  in  the  great  caravan  road 
"  from  Damafcus  to  Aleppo,  and,  we  were  in- 
"  formed,  contains  near  one  thoufand  fouls,  a- 
"  mongft  whom  are  about  twenty  Chriftian  fa- 
"  milies." 

"  There  is  one  ruined  church  to  be  feen  there, 
"  and  another  converted  into  a  moique :  upon 
"  the  wall  of  the  latter  is  a  line  of  Greek  capi- 
"  tals  in  a  bad  character,  turned  upfide  down, 
"  in  which  we  could  read  the  words,  "  Atha- 
"  nalios  Epifcopos."  The  common  mud  form- 
"  ed  into  the  fhape  of  bricks  and  dried  in  the 
"  fun,  of  which  the  houfes  are  built,  has  at 
"  fome  diftance  the  appearance  of  white  ftone. 
"  The  fhort  duration  of  fuch  materials  is  not  the 
"  only  objection  to  them,  for  they  render  the 
"  ftreets  dully  when  there  is  wind,  and  dirty 
"  when  there  is  rain  :  inconveniences  that  are 
u  alfo  felt  at  Damafcus  itfelf,  which  is  moftly 
"  built  in  the  fame  manner." 

"  After  fuffering  almoft  a  month's  conftant 
"  fatigue  in  the  defart,  particularly  at  Palmyra, 
"  where  every  hour  was  precious,  v/e  here  in- 
"  dulged  ourfelves  with  a  day  of  reft  ;  and  by 
"  this  fhort  interval  of  fecurity  and  repofe,  pre- 
"  pared  ourfelves  for  new  fatigues." 

"  We  then  fet  out,  and  arrived  at  Erfale  in 
"  feven  hours,  proceeding  the  greateft  part  of 
"  the  way  aerofs  the  barren  ridge  of  hills  called 
"  Anti-Libanus.  This  village,  which  confifts 
"  of  thirty  poor  houfes,  was  the  only  one  we 
"  pafled  through  in  our  way  from  Cara  to  Bal- 
"  bee." 

"  We  found  nothing  there  worth  notice,  ex- 
"  cept  a  melancholy  inftance  of  the  unhappy 
'•  government  of  thefe  countries  :  the  houfes 
"  were  all  open,  every  thing  carried  off,  and 
ei  not  a  living  creature  to  be  feen." 

"  We  were  informed  that  the  governor  of 
•*  Balbec's  brother  was  then  in  open  rebellion, 
"  ravaging  the  country  with  a  party  of  his  def- 
"  perate  followers  •,  and  it  feems  that  when  we 
"  pafled  through  Erfale,  he  was  encamped  in 
"  its  neighbourhood,  on  which  the  inhabitants 
"  chofe  to  abandon  their  dwellings,  rather 
"  than  expofe  themfelves  to  fuch  unmerciful 
"  contributions  as  he  had  raifed  in  other 
*.'  places." 

"  Impatient  to  leave  a  place  of  fuch  danger, 
"  we  fet  out  early  the  next  morning,  and  in  five 
'•'  hours  and  a  half  arrived  at  Balbec.  This  ci- 
"  ty,  which  was  formerly  under  the  government 
"  of  Damafcus,  and  fome  years  fince  the  refi- 
"  dence  of  a  bafla,  is  at  prefent  commanded  by 
"  a  perfon  of  no  higher  rank  than  that  of  aga  •, 
"  who  preferring  the  more  honourable  title  of 
"  emir,'  which  he  had  by  his  birth,  to  that  of 


"  his  ftation,  was  called  Emir  Haflcin  :  for  the 
"  Arabs  have  hereditary  nobility  and  family 
"  connections,  contrary  to  the  policy  of  the 
"  Port,  which  is  defirous  of  fupprefling  all  in- 
"  fluence  that  the  grand  fignior  cannot  give  and 
"  take  away  at  pleafure." 

"  This  governor  annually  paid  the  grand  fig- 
"  nior  fifty  purfes  for  the  taxes  of  the  diflrict 
"  under  his  command  :  he  alfo  paid  fifty  purfes 
"  yearly  for  lands,  granted  as  rewards  for  mili- 
"  tary  fervice,  and  farmed  by  him.  Thofe  lands, 
"  we  were  told,  were  much  more  profitable  to 
"  him,  than  to  the  perfons  for  whofe  benefit 
"  the  grant  was  originally  intended,  on  account 
"  of  the  difficulty  and  danger  of  any  man's  pre- 
"  tending  to  the  fame  farm  againft  fo  powerful 
"  a  competitor.  He  ought  alfo  to  have  paid 
"  fomething  to  the  bafla  of  Damafcus,  for 
"  lands  he  held  under  him  ;  but  he  had  for 
"  fome  time  evaded  it,  being  fkreened  by  the 
"  kiflar  aga,  or  the  black  eunuch,  who  has 
"  the  care  of  the  grand  fignior's  women,  to 
"  whom  he  was  faid  to  be  under  private  contri- 
"  bution." 

"  We  took  our  lodgings  of  a  Greek,  to  whom 
"  we  were  recommended,  and  then  waited  on 
"  the  emir,  whom  we  found  in  a  chiofque  in 
"  his  garden,  reclining  on  a  fopha  near  a  foun- 
"  tain,  and  indolently  enjoying  his  pipe.  On 
"  our  prefenting  him  with  our  firman  from  the 
"  grand  fignior,  and  a  letter  from  the  bafla 
"  of  Tripoly,  we  were  moft  courteoufly  re- 
"  ceived." 

"  A  pipe,  coffee,  fweetmeats,  and  perfume, 
"  were,  according  to  cuftom,  fucceflively  pre- 
"  fented.  He  applied  the  firman  refpect  fully 
"  to  his  forehead,  then  kiffed  it,  and  declared 
"  himfelf  the  fultan's  flave's  flave  :  told  us  that 
"  the  land  he  commanded,  and  all  in  it  was 
"  ours  ;  that  we  were  his  welcome  guefts  as 
"  long  as  we  would  flay,  and  under  his  friend- 
"  ly  protection  might  fecurely  purfue  our  bu- 
"  finefs." 

'■  In  no  one  inftance  do  the  oriental  manners 
"  fhew  thefe  people  in  fo  amiable  a  light,  as  in 
"  their  difcharge  of  the  duties  of  hofpitality  : 
"  the  feverities  of  eaftern  depotifm  have  indeed 
"  been  always  foftened  by  this  virtue,  which  fo 
"  happily  flourifhes  moft,  where  it  is  moft  want- 
"  ed.  The  great  forget  the  infolence  of  power 
"  to  the  ftranger  under  their  roof,  and  only 
"  preferve  a  dignity  fo  tempered  by  humanity, 
"  that  it  folely  commands  that  grateful  refpect, 
"  which  is  otherwife  fcarcely  known  in  a  coun- 
"  try  where  inferiors  are  oftener  taught  to  fear 
"  than  to  love." 

"  Notwithftanding  the  Em'r's  obliging  pro- 
"  feflions,  we  had  been  advifed  to  diftruft  him  ; 
"  for  he  had  an  infamous  character  ;  and  we 
"  had  foon  realbnto  fee  thejuflice  of  this  friend- 
"  ly  caution.  Though,  according  to  the  cuf- 
"  torn  of  the  country,  we  had  fent  our  prefents, 
"  yet  new  demands  were  daily  made,  which  we 
"  for  fome  time  thought  it  advifeable  to  fatisfy  ; 
"  but  they  were  fo  frequently,  and  at  length  fo 
"  infolently  repeated,  that  we  were  obliged  to 
"  give  a  peremptory  1  efulal." 

"  Avarice  is  as  much  an  eaftern  vice.,  as  hof- 

"  pitality 
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pitality  is  an  eaftern  virtue.  The  moft  fordid 
inftances  of  the  former  we  found  among  the 
great,  and  thofe  in  public  employments,  while 
we  experienced  extraordinary  inftances  of  ge- 
nerofity  in  private  life.  We  would  therefore 
be  cautious  of  charging  to  the  character  of  a 
people,  what  this  goverment  feems  to  require ; 
for  amidft  the  uninterrupted  feries  of  fhame- 
lefs  venality,  which  regulates  the  difcharge  of 
every  public  duty,  from  the  prime  vizier  down- 
ward ;  and  which,  in  the  true  fpirit  of  defpo- 
tifm,  flops  only  at  the  wretch  who  is  too  low 
to  make  reprifals  -,  every  fubaltern  in  power 
muft  fubmit  to  that  portion  of  the  common 
proftitution  which  belongs  to  his  rank,  and 
which  therefore  feems  rather  the  vice  of  the 


office  than  of  the  man. 

"  The  frequent  negotiations  produced  by  this 
quarrel,  in  which  the  emir  in  vain  exerted 
all  his  art  and  villainy,  ended  in  his  openly  de- 
declaring,  that  we  fhould  be  attacked  and 
cut  to  pieces  in  our  way  from  Balbec  :  but  61t 
his  hearing  that  thefe  menaces  had  not  the 
effect  he  expected,  and  that  we  were  preparing 
to  fet  out  with  about  twenty  armed  fervants, 
he  civilly  lent  to  defire  that  we  might  inter- 
change prefents  and  part  friends,  requefting 
that  we  would  allow  his  people  to  guard  us  as 
far  as  mount  Libanus.  To  this  we  agreed. 
Soon  after  he  was  affaffinated  by  an  emiffary 
of  his  rebellious  brother,  who  fucceeded  hira 
in  the  government. 
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THE  valley  of  Bocat,  in  which  Balbec 
is  fituated,  might  be  rendered  one 
of  the  richeft  and  moft  beautiful  fpots 
in  Syria ;  for  it  is  more  fertile  than  the  cele- 
brated vale  in  Damafcus,  and  better  watered 
than  the  rich  plains  of  Efdraelon  and  Rama. 
In  its  prefent  neglected  ftate  it  produces  corn, 
and  fome  good  grapes  ;  but  though  fhade  is 
an  eflential  article  of  oriental  luxury,  it  has 
but  few  plantations  of  trees,  the  inhabitants 
being  difcouraged  from  labours,  which  pro- 
mife  fuch  diftant  and  precarious  enjoyment, 
in  a  country  where  even  the  fruits  of  their  in- 
duftry  are  uncertain.  Thus  in  Paleftine  we 
have  often  feen  the  hufbandman  fowing,  ac- 
companied by  an  armed  friend,  to  prevent 
his  being  robbed  of  the  feed. 
"  The  plain  which  extends  in  length  from  Bal- 
bec almoft  to  the  fea,  and  in  breadth  from  Liba- 
nus to  A  nti-Libanus;  appears  to  be  in  few  places 
lefs  than  two  leagues,  or  more  than  four  over. 
The  rivers  by  which  it  is  watered  are  the  Litane 
and  the  Bardouni  :  the  firft  rifes  from  Anti- 
Libanus  a  little  to  the  north  of  Balbec,  and 
receives  great  increafe  from  a  fine  fpring  clofe 
by  the  city  walls  •,  the  laft  rifes  from  the  foot 
of  Libanus,  and  joins  the  Litane  in  the  plain, 


about  an  hour  from  a  village  called  Barillas. 
Thefe  ftreams,  augmented  by  feveral  conftant 
rills  from  the  melting  fnows  of  Libanus,  which 
the  leaft  management  might  improve  to  all 
the  purpofes  either  of  agriculture  or  pleafure, 
form  the  Cafimiah,  and  under  that  name  en- 
ters the  fea  near  Tyre. 

"  Balbec  is  pleafantly  fituated  upon  a  rifing 
ground  near  the  north-eaft  extremity  of  this 
plain,  between  Tripoly  of  Syria  and  Damaf- 
cus, and  about  fixteen  hours  diftant  from 
each.  We  may  with  certainty  conclude,  that 
that  this  was  the  Heliopolis  of  Ccelofyria, 
fometimes  called  the  Heliopolis  of  Phoenicia. 
It  has  now  about  five  thoufand  inhabitants,  a 
few  of  which  are  Greek  and  Maronite  Chrif- 
tians  •,  and  rhere  are  fame  Jews ;  but  the  peo- 
ple are  at  prefent  poor,  without  trade  and  ma- 
nufactures. The  ancient  female  beauty  and 
proftitution  of  the  women  in  this  neighbour- 
hood feem  to  have  declined  together  ;  and  the 
modern  ladies  of  Balbec  have  the  character  of 
being  more  chafte  and  lefs  fair.'' 
"  When  we  compare  the  ruins  of  Balbec  with 
thole  of  many  ancient  cities  we  have  vifited  in 
Greece,  Egypt,  and  other  parts  of  Afia,  we 
cannot  help  thinking  them  t lie  remains  of  the 
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"  boldell  plan  that  appears  to  have  been  ever 
"  attempted  in  architecture." 

"  In  taking  a  view  of  this  city  from  thefouth, 
"  we  fee  the  prefent  town  encompafTed  with  its 
"  wall,  and  at  the  eaftend  the  moft  confiderable 
"  ruins  of  the  ancient  Heliopolis,  particularly 
"  the  remains  of  its  magnificent  temple,  which 
"  are  moltly  furrounded  by  a  Turkiih  fortifica- 
•k  tion. 

"  The  portico  which  formed  the  grand  front 
"  of  the  temple  is  lb  noble,  that  no  ornaments 
"  feem  wanting  to  render  it  compleat  :  but  it  is 
"  disfigured  by  the  two  Turkiih  towers  built  on 
"  its  ruins.  Behind  it  the  hexagonal  court,  into 
"  which  the  portico  leads,  is  adorned  with  the 
"  moil  magnificent  buildings,  now  in  ruins  : 
"  but  enough  is  ftill  left  to  give  an  idea  of  their 
"  ancient  grandeur.  The  walls  are  adorned 
"  with  pilalters  of  the  Corinthian  order,  with 
1,1  niches  for  ltatues  •,  the  doors  are  finely  orna- 
"  mented,  and  the  entablature  which  furrounds 
"  the  building  above  the  pilafters  is  richly  adorn- 
*'  ed  with  feltoons  :  but  the  colonade  which 
*'  furrounded  thefe  edifices  is  deftroyed,  fcarcely 
**  any  thing  remaining  but  the  oedeftals  ;  and 
*'  the  whole  court  is  covered  with  broken  co- 
"  lumns,  capitals,  and  other  parts  of  the  build- 
"  ings." 

**  This  leads  into  a  quadrangular  court,  in 
"  which  are  likewife  remains  of  magnificent 
"  buildings  much  in  the  fame  tafte.  The  por- 
"  tico  was  crowned  with  an  Attic  courfe,  which 
"  was  alio  carried  thiough  the  two  courts,  and 
*'  feems  to  have  been  ornamented  with  ftatues." 
"  We  now  come  to  the  great  temple,  the  ap- 
"  proach  to  which  was  through  the  foregoing 
"  portico  and  courts.  Little  more  of  this  edi- 
"  fice  remains  than  nine  lofty  columns  fupport- 
"  ting  their  entablature.  It  is  remarkable,  that 
"  the  ill  alts  of  thefe  columns  confift  of  three 
'  pieces  moft  exactly  joined  together  without 
"  cement,  which  is  ufed  in  no  part  of  thefe 
"  buildings  ;  they  being  only  ftrengthened  with 
"  iron  pins  received  into  a  focket  worked  in  each 
x*  ftone." 

"  Moft  of  the  bafes  have  two  fuch  fockets, 
"  one  fquare  and  another  circular,  correfpond- 
"  ing  to  two  others  of  the  fame  lhape  and  dimen- 
"  fions  in  the  under  part  of  the  fhaft.  On  mea- 
"  hiring  fome  of  the  largeft  of  thole  that  were 
"  circular,  it  was  found  that  the  iron  pin  which 
"  they  received  mult  have  been  a  foot  long,  and 
"  above  a  foot  in  diameter.  By  the  fockets  in 
*'  all  the  fallen  fragments  of  this  temple,  it 
"  appears  that  each  ftone  had  probably  been 
"  fattened  in  this  manner." 

"  How  much  this  method  contributed  to  the 
"  ftrength  of  the  building  is  remarkably  feen  in 
"  the  moft  entire  temple,  where  a  column  has 
"  fallen  againft  the  wall  of  the  cell  with  fuch 
M  violence,  as  to  beat  in  the  ftone  it  fell  againft, 
11  and  break  part  of  the  fhaft,  while  the  joinings 
"  of  the  fame  fhaft  have  not  been  in  the  leaft 
'*  opened  by  the  fhock. 

"  The  moft  entire  temple  is  irregularly  pla- 

"  ced  with  refpect   to    the  former,  and  is  alio 

"  built  upon  a  much  lower  horizontal  plan.     It 

"  was  a  periftyle  of  eight  columns  in  front,  and 
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fifteen  in  flank,  which  ftill  continue  to  lup- 
port  their  entablature,  notwithftanding  feve- 
ral  unfuccefsful  attempts  of  the  Turks  to  de- 
itroy  thenij  in  order  to  get  at  the  iron  em- 
ployed in  ftrengthening  this  noble  building. 
The  arch  of  the  portico  is  divided  into  com- 
partments by  the  richeft  mouldings  and  car- 
ved work,  cut  in  the  folid  ftone.  Thefe 
compartments  are  in  an  alternate  fuccefllon 
of  one  hexagon  and  four  rhomboids,  inclo- 
fing  figures  and  heads  in  alto  relievo.  The 
rhomboid  pannels  contain  heads  of  gods, 
heroes,  and  emperors  ;  the  hexagon  alfo 
contain  the  heads  of  the  fame  fubjects,  and 
fometimes  entire  figures  relating  to  the  anci- 
ent mythology  •,  as  Leda  and  the  fwan,  Ga- 
nymede riding  on  the  back  of  an  eagle,  a 
half-length  of  Diana^  &c." 
"  On  the  infide  of  this  temple  a  row  of  fluted 
Corinthian  columns  reach  to  the  top  of  the 
building,  fupporting  a  rich  entablature.  Be- 
tween each  column  is  a  niche  finely  orna- 
mented, and  above  each  niche  a  tabernacle 
or  opening  aniwering  to  it,  fupported  by 
l'mall  columns.  The  roof  is  fallen  down  ; 
and  out  of  the  ruins  of  the  entablature  grow 
many  fhrubs." 

"  At  fome  diftance  to  the  weft  of  thefe  fuberb 
remains  of  antiquity,  is  a  magnificent  circu- 
lar temple.  The  order  of  this  ftructure  with- 
out is  Corinthian,  and  within  both  Corin- 
thian and  Ionic  ;  but  the  fhafts  of  all  the  co- 
lumns are  of  one  piece.  The  lower  or  Ionic 
ftory  is  converted  into  a  Greek  church,  and 
for  that  purpofe  is  feparated  from  the  higher 
or  Corinthian  ftory." 

"  On  the  fouth-weft  part  of  the  city,  where 
the  walls  inclofe  a  fmall  part  of  the  foot  of 
Anti-Libanus,  is  a  Angle  Doric  column,  of 
confiderable  height  •,  but  nothing  in  its  fize,  , 
proportions,  or  workmanfhip,  is  lb  remark- 
able as  a  little  balbn  on  the  top  of  its  capital, 
which  has  a  communication  with  a  femicir- 
cular  channel  cut  longitudinally  down  the 
fide  of  the  fhaft,  and  five  or  fix  inches  deep. 
It  is  laid  that  water  was  formerly  conveyed 
from  the  balbn  by  this  channel  •,  but  how  the 
bafon  was  fupplied,  our  author  could  not 
learn." 

"  The  fmall  part  of  the  city  at  prefent  inha- 
bited, is  near  the  circular  temple,  and  to  the 
iouth  and  fouth-weft  of  it.  In  this  compais 
there  are  feveral  minarets,  or  Turkifh  ftee- 
ples.  Inftead  of  bells,  which  are  not  ufed  in 
Turkey,  a  perfon  is  employed  to  call  the  peo- 
ple to  prayers,  from  the  balcony  near  the  top 
.  of  the  minaret,  at  the  five  ftated  times  ap- 
pointed every  twenty-four  hours  for  divine 
worfhip." 

"  The  city  walls,  like  thofe  of  moft  of  the 

other  ancient  cities  of  Afia,  feem   the  con- 

1  fuled  patch-work    of  different   ages.       The 

■  pieces  of  capitals,  broken  entablatures,  and 

■  in  fome  places  reverled  Greek  inferiptions,  to 
•be  feen  in  going  round  them,  fhew  that  their 

■  laft  repairs  where  made   after  the  decline  of 

■  tafte,  with  fuch   materials  as  lay  neareft  at 
•  hand." 

"  The 
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"  The  city  gates  in  general  correfpond  with 
'  what  has  been  laid  of  the  walls  ;  but  that  on 
:'  the  north  fide  prefents  the  ruins  of  a  large 
"  lubaffement  with  pedeftals  and  bales  for  four 
"  columns,  in  a  taite  of  magnificence  and  an- 
"  tiquity  much  fuperior  to  that  of  the  other 
"  gates." 

"Near  the  city  walls  is  a  quarry  of  free-done, 
"  from  which  probably  the  immenfe  ftones  em- 
"  ployed  in  the  lubaffement  of  the  great  tem- 
"  pie  were  taken,  while  the  more  ornamented 
"  parts  of  thofe  buildings  were  fupplied  from  a 
"  quarry  of  cparfe  white  marble  weft  of  the 
"  city,  and  at  a  greater  dhlance.  In  the  firft 
"  quarry  there  are  ftill  remaining  fome  vaft 
"  ftones  cut  and  fhaped  for  ufe.  One  of  thefe 
"  ftones  thus  fhaped,,  but  not  entirely  detached 
"  from  the  quarry  at  the  bottom,  we  found  to 
"  be  feventy  feet  long,  fourteen  broad,  and 
"  fourteen  feet  five  inches  deep.  This  ftone, 
*'  according  to  thefe  dimenfions,  contains 
"  14,128  cubic  feet;  and,  were  it  Portland 
"  ftone,  fnould  weigh  about  2,270,000  pounds 
"  avoirdu'poife,  or  about  1 135  tons. 

"  The  inhabitants  of  this  country,  both  Ma- 
"  hometans,  Jews,  and  Cliriftians,  all  confi- 
"  dently  believe  that  Solomon  built  both  Pal- 
'_'  myra  and  Balbec.  Indeed,  the  ruins  of  both 
"  anlwer  our  ideas  of  his  power  and  riches,  and 
"  it  is  not  difficult  to  difcover  his  wildom  in  the 
"  former,  and  his  love  of  pleafurein  the  latter. 
"  It  is  probable  that  his  character  as  a  wife  and 
"  yet  voluptuous  PrinCe,  may  have  given  rife  to 
ct  an  opinion,  which,  with  refpecl  to  Balbec  at 
"  leaft,  feems  to  have  fcarcely  anv  other  foun- 
"  dation  :  for  any  eaftern  monarch  could  not 
"  enjoy  his  favourite  pleafures  in  a  more  luxu- 
"  rious  retirement,  than  amidft  the  ftreams  and 
"  fhades  of  Balbec.  Many  ftories  are  there  told 
"  of  the  manner  in  which  he  fpent  his  hours  of 
"  dalliance  in  this  retreat  ;  a  fubjeft  on  which 
''  the  warm  imagination  of  the  Arabs  is  apt  to 
"  be  too  particular. 

'•  Whether  the  Phoenicians  did  not  erect  thefe 
"  temples  in  the  neighbourhood  of  their  capital, 
?  may  be  a  more  reaibnably  enquiry  :  for  it  is 
"  pretty  certain,  that  the  fun  wa3  'worlhipped 
"  here  in  the  flouriihing  times  of  that  people, 
"  when  this  plain  was  probably  a  part  of  their 
"  territory. 

"  According  to  Macrobius,  the  city  derived 
"  both  its  name  and  worfhip  from  Heliopolis  in 
"  Egypt:  and  he  obferves,  that  the  ftatueof'He- 
"  liopolitan  jove  was  brought  from  thence  to  this 
"  city.  "  This  divinity,  he  obferves,  was  both 
"  Jupiter  and  the  Sun :  which,  he  adds,  ap- 
"  pears  by  the  rites  of  the  worfhip,  and  by  the 
"  attributes  of  the  ftatue,  which  is  of  gold,  re- 
"  prefenting  a  peribn  without  a  beard,  who 
"  holds  in  his  right  hand  a  whip,  like  a  chario- 
"  terer,  and  in  his  left  a  thunderbolt,  together 
"  with  ears  of  corn  ;  all  which  mark  the  united 
"  powers  of  Jupiter  and  Apollo  ;  and  the  tem- 
"  pie  excels  in  divination." 

"  But  inftead  of  looking  for  buildings  of  the 
"  Corinthian  Ionic  order  in  the  Jewifh  and  Phco- 
"  nician  hiftory,  it  may  be  thought  more  proper 
"  to  enquire  for  them,  during  the  time  when 
:i  the  Greeks  poffeffed  this  country.     But  from 


"  Alexander's  conqueft  of  it  to  that  of  Pompey, 
"  we  do  not  find  them  mentioned  ;  for  which 
"  reafon  we  conclude,  that  they  muft  be  works- 
"  of  a  later  date  :  and,  indeed,  John  of  Anti- 
"  och  furnamed  Malala,  fays,  that  iElius  An- 
"■  toninus  Pius  built  a  temple  to  Jupiter  at  He- 
"  liopolis,  near  Libanus,  in  rhcenicia,  which  was 
"  one  of  the  wonders  of  the  world.  This  is  the 
"  only  hiftorian  who  mentions  the  building  of  a 
"   temple  in  this  city." 

"  It  is  certain  that  the  ftructure  of  the  tem- 
"  pies  of  Palmyra  and  Balbec  differs  in  fome 
"  particulais  from  that  of  all  others  we  have 
"  feen,  and  we  imagined  we  could  difcover  in 
"  many  of  the  deviations  from  the  true  objedt 
"  of  worfhip,  lbmething  in  the  climate,  foil,  or 
"  lituation  of  each  country,  which  had  a  confi- 
"  derabte  influence  in  eftabliihing  its  particular 
"  mode  of  fuperftition. 

"  If  this  obfervation  be  applied  to  the  country 
*■  and  religion  of  Syria,  and  we  examine  the 
"  worfhip  of  the  fun,  moon,  and  ftars,  cal- 
"  led  in  Scripture  Baal,  Aftaroth,  and  the'Hoft 
"  of  Heaven  •,  we  fhall  perhaps  not  only  fee  how 
''•  that  early  fuperftition,  which  milled  the  inha- 
"  bicants  of  a  level  country,  was  naturally  pro- 
"  duced  \  but  we  may  cbferve  fomething  of  its 
"  origin  and  progrefs  refulting  from  a  connec- 
"  tion  between  thofe  objects  of  worfhip  confi- 
"  dered  phyfically,  and  their  chaia.n.ers  as  divi' 
"  hitiesr" 

"  Thus  the  msgnificenc:  with  which  the  fun 
c'  was  worfhipped  in  Syria  and  Chaldea,  the 
"  name  of  Baal^  wh:.ch  in  the  eaftern  language 
"  fighifies  Lurd,  and  the  human  victims  fae'ri- 
"  liccd  to  his  honour  ;  feem  to  point  out  an  aw- 
"  ful  reverence  paid  rather  to  his  power  than  his 
"  benignity,  in  a  country  where  the  violence  of 
"  his  heat  is  not  only  in  many  refpects  trouble- 
"  fome  to  the  inhabitants,  but  deftructive  to  ve- 
"  gelation.  On  the  other  hand,  the  deification 
"  of  the  inferior  gods  of  the  firmament  feems  to 
"  have  taken  its  rife  from  different  principles, 
"  in  which  love  appears  to  have  been  more  pre- 
"  dominant  than  fear. 

"  The  extenfive  plains  and  unclouded  fky  not 
"  only  point  this  out  •,  but  it   appears  that  the 
"  inhabitants  way  of  life,  which  is  as   uniform 
"  as  their  foil  or  their  climate,   has  contributed 
"  to  direct  their  attention  to  thefe  heavenly  bo- 
"  dies.     It  was  always    a   cuftom  with  them  to 
pafs  the  furnmer  nights  on  the  tops  of  their 
houfes,  which  for  this  purpofe  were  made  flat» 
and  divided  from  each  other  by  walls." 
"  This  way  of  lleeping  we  found  extreamly 
agreeable,  as   we   by  that  means   enjoyed  the 
cool  air  above  the  reach  of  gnats  and  vapours,, 
with  no  other  covering  but  the  canopy  of  hea- 
ven, which  in   different  pleafihg  forms   una- 
voidably prefents  itfelf,   upon  every  fhtemip- 
ticnof  reft,  when  the  mind  is  ftronglydifpoied 
to  contemplation  by  folitude  and  filen'ce. 
"  We  could  no  where  difcover  more  beauties 
in  the  face  of  the  heavens,  nor  fewer  on  the 
earth,  than  in  our  travels  in  the  night  through 
the  defirts  of  Arabia  ;  where  it  rs  impdflibie 
to"  avoid   being  (truck  with   the  conn  ;,(t  •,  in 
Avhich  a  boundlefs  dreary  wafte, without  moun- 
tain or  valley,  tree  or  water,  or  the  leaft  va- 
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riety  of  colours,  offers  a  tedious  famencfs  to 
the  weary  traveller,  while  he  is  agreeably  re- 
lieved by  beholding  that  chearful  "moving 
picture  which  meafures  his  time,  directs  his 
courfe,  and  lights  his  way.  The  warm  fancy 
of  the  Arab  foon  felt  the  tranfition  from  wild 
admiration  to  luperftitious  refpecl:  •,  and  the 
paflions  were  engaged  before  the  judgment 
was  coniulted." 

"  Hence  the  Jews  frequently  caught  the  be- 
witching enthufiaim  ;  and  an  ancient  pious 
native  of  the  country,  feems  to  acknowledge 
the  danger  of  contemplating  fuch  beauties, 
while  he  difowns  his  having  yielded  to  the 
temptation  :  "  If  I  beheld  the  fun  when  he 
he  Ihined,  or  the  moon  walking  in  her  bright- 


'  nefs,  and  my  heart  hath  been  fecretly  enticed, 
•  or  my  mouth  hath  kifTed  my  hand,  this  were 
an  iniquity,  &c.  Job  xxxi.  26. 
"  Even  Egypt  had  fome  objects  of  divine 
worfhip  fo  peculiarly  the  growth  of  that  coun- 
try, that  they  could  never  be  tranfplanted. 
As  fuperftition  travelled  from  thence  north- 
ward, fhe  changed  her  garb,  and  from  the 
pifturefque  mixture  of  the  hills,  vales,  groves, 
and  water  in  Greece,  arofe  the  Orades,  Dry- 
ades,  and  Naiades,  with  all  the  varieties  of 
that  fanciful  mythology  •,  which  none  but 
fuch  a  poet  as  Homer,  in  fuch  a  country  as 
Greece,  could  have  connected  into  that  form 
which  has  ever  fince  been  adopted  by  the 
poets." 
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■"MIE  lateft  and  mod  authentic  hiftory 
of  Norway  is  that  of  the  reverend  Erich 
Pontoppidon,  bifhop  of  Bergen,  whole 
fortune  and  ilation  in  life  having  afforded  him 
ample  opportunities  of  good  information,  we 
mail  give  the  fubftance  of  what  he  fays,  in  the 
concifeft  manner  poffible. 

The  fea  to  the  weft  forms  innumerable  little 
iflands  and  rocks  about  the  coaft  of  Norway  •, 
fome  indeed  are  not  lefs  than  nine  leagues  over, 
but  the  greater  part  are  fo  fmall  as  to  be  inhabit- 
ed only  by  fifhermen  or  pilots :  fo  that  Nor- 
way is  defended  by  a  rampart  which  confifts  per- 
haps of  more  than  a  million  of  ftone  columns 
that  have  their  bafes  at  the  bottom  of  the  fea, 
and  their  capitals  a  few  fathoms  only  above  the 
furface. 

Among  thefe  rocks  there  are  good  harbours, 
but  they  are  of  difficult  and  dangerous  accefs  ; 
particularly  to  large  fhips  without  oars  :  but  to 
prevent  accidents,  as  much  as  poffible,  the  go- 
vernment has  caufed  many  hundreds  of  large 
iton  rings  to  be  fixed  to   thefe  rocks,  as  moor- 


ings for  fhips  where  there  is  not  room  for  an- 
choring. 

The  more  is  deep,  angular,  and  impendent, 
almcft  every  where  i  fo  that  the  fea  ciofe  to  the 
rocks  is  three  hundred  fathoms  deep,  and  in 
fome  places  no  bottom  can  be  found ;  even 
creeks  which  run  ten  leagues  up  the  country, 
have  been  found  four  hundred  fathoms  deep. 

In  the  fea  of  Norway,  befides  the  ebb  and 
flood,  there  is  a  current  or  eddy  called  Malef- 
trom  or  Mofkoeftrom.  This  ftream  derives  its 
name  from  Mofkoe,  an  ifland  lying  between  the 
mountain  Hefleggen  in  Lofoden,  and  the  ifland 
Ver,  which  are  about  one  league  diftant  ;  and 
the  ftream  makes  its  way  between  the  ifland  and 
coaft  on  each  fide.  Between  Lofoden  and  Mof- 
koe it  is  near  four  hundred  fathoms  deep  ;  but 
between  Ver  and  Mofkoe  it  is  fo  fhallow,  that 
not  even  a  fmall  fhip  can  pafs  it. 

When  it  is  flood,  the  ftream  runs  up  the 
country  between  Mofkoe  and  Lofoden,  with 
prodigious  rapidity  ;  and  when  the  tide  ebbs, 
returns  to  the  lea  with  more  noife  and  violence 

than 
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than  that  of  the  loudeft  cataracts.  It  is  heard 
at  the  diftance  of  many  leagues,  and  forms  a 
vortex  or  whirlpool  of  great  extent  and  depth, 
lb  violent,  that  if  a  fhip  comes  near  it,  it  is  in- 
itantly  and  irreliftibly  drawn  into  the  whirl,  and 
difappears,  being  carried  in  a  moment  to  the 
bottom,  where  it  is  dafhed  to  pieces  againft  the 
rocks  •,  and  juft  at  the  turn  of  ebb  and  flood, 
when  the  water  becomes  ftill  for  about  a  quarter 
of  an  hour,  it  rifes  again  in  fcattered  fragments, 
fcarcely  to  be  known  for  the  parts  of  a  fhip. 
"When  agitated  by  a  ftorm  it  has  reached  veffels 
at  the  diftance  of  more  than  a  Norway  mile,* 
where  the  crews  have  thought  themielvcs  in  per- 
fect fecurity. 

Perhaps  it  is  fcarcely  in  the  power  of  fancy  to 
picture  a  fituation  of  lb  much  horror,  as  that  of 
being  thus  driven  forward  by  the  fudden  vio- 
lence of  an  impetuous  torrent  to  the  vortex  of  a 
whirlpool,  of  which  the  noife  and  turbulence 
ftill  increafing  as  it  is  approached,  are  an  earneft 
of  quick  and  unavoidable  deftruftion  •,  while  the 
wretched  victims,  in  an  agony  of  defpair  and 
terror,  cry  out  for  that  help  which  they  know 
it  is  impoffible  they  fhould  receive  ;  and  fee  be- 
fore them  the  dreadful  abyls  in  which  they  rauft 
be  plunged,  and  dafhed  among  the  rocks  at  the 
bottom. 

Even  animals,  when  they  have  come  too  near 
the  vortex,  have  expreffed  the  utmoft  terror  on 
finding  the  ftream  irrefiltible.  Whales  are  fre- 
quently carried  away,  and  the  moment  they  feel 
the  force  of  the  water,  they  ftruggle  againft  it 
with  all  their  mio-ht,  howling;  and  bellowinc  in 
a  frightful  manner.  The  like  happens  often  to 
bears,  who  attempt  to  fwim  to  the  ifland  to  prey 
upon  the  Iheep. 

Kircher  gives  it  as  his  opinion,  that  the  Ma- 
leftrom  is  a  fea  vortex,  which  attracts  the  flood 
under  the  fhore  of  Norway,  and  difcharges  it 
again  in  the  gulph  of  Bothnia  :  but  this  opinion 
is  now  known  to  be  erroneous,  by  the  return  of 
the  fhattered  fragments  of  whatever  happens  to 
be  lucked  down  by  it. 

The  large  ftems  of  firs  and  pines  rife  again  fo 
fhivered  and  fplintered,  that  the  pieces  look  as 
if  covered  with  briftles.  The  whole  pheeno- 
mena  are  the  effects  of  the  violence  of  the  daily 
ebb  and  flood,  occafioned  by  the  contraction  of 
the  ftream  in  its  courfe  between  the  rocks. 

The  climate  of  Norway  is  much  more  various 
than  that  of  other  European  countries,  as  it  ex- 
tends three  hundred  Norway  miles,  from  cape 
Lindefnaes  in  the  fouth,  to  the  north  cape  on 
the  borders  of  Ruflia. 

In  the  fummer  nights  the  horizon,  when  un- 
clouded, is  lb  clear  and  luminous,  that  perlbns 
can  lee  to  do  all  kinds  of  work  at  midnight,  as 
in  the  day  time  •,  and  in  the  extremity  of  this 
country  towards  the  iflands  of  Finmark,  the  fun 
is  continually  in  view  in  the  midft  of  fummer, 
and  is  obferved  to  circulate  day  and  night  round 
the  north  pole. 

On  the  other  hand,  in  the  depth  of  winter  the 
fun  is  invifible  for  fome  weeks  •,  all  the  light  per- 
ceived at  noon   being  a  faint  glimmering  that 


continues  about  an  hour  and  a  half  •,  which  a : 
the  fun  never  appears  above  the  horizon,  chiefly 
proceeds  from  the  reflexion  of  the  rays  on  the 
higheft  mountains,  whofe  fummits  are  feen  more 
clearly  than- any  other  objects.  But  exclufive  of 
the  moon-fhine,  which,  by  reflection  from  the 
mountains,  is  exceedingly  bright  in  the  vallies, 
the  people  receive  confiderable  relief  from  the 
Aurora  Borealis,  or  northern  lights,  which  of- 
ten afford  them  as  much  light  as  is  neceffary  for 
the  difpatch  of  their  common  bufinefs. 

The  winter  on  the  eaft  fide  of  Norway  gene- 
arfly  commences  about  the  middle  of  October, 
and  continues  tothe  middle  of  April.  The  wa- 
ters are  congealed  to  a  thick  ice,,  and  the  moun- 
tains and  vallies  are  covered  with  lnow  :  this 
however  is  of  fuch  importance  to  the  welfare  of 
the  country,  that  in  a  mild  winter,  the  peafants 
who  live  among  the  mountains  are  confiderable 
fufferers :  for  without  fevere  froft  and  fhow, 
they  can  neither  convey  the  timber  they  have 
felled  to  the  rivers,  nor  carry  their  corn,  but- 
ter, furs,  and  other  commodities  in  their  fledges 
to  the  market  towns  :  for  fuch  is  the  power  of 
the  froft  in  thefe  northern  regions,  that  the  krg- 
eft  rivers  with  their  roaring  cataracts  are  arrelt- 
ed  in  their  courfe,  and  the  very  ipittle  is  no 
fooner  out  of  the  mouth,  than  it  is  inltantly  con- 
gealed, and  rolls  along  the  ground  like  hail  •, 
but  the  wifdom  of  the  Creator  has  given  to  the 
inhabitants  of  this  cold  climete  a  greater  variety 
of  prefevations  agaiDlt  the  ligour  of  the  cold,, 
than  mo>ft  other  countries  produce;  Their  in- 
tenfive  fcrefts  afford  them  plenty  of  timber  for 
building  and  for  fuel :  the  firs  and  fkins  of  wild 
beafts,  and  the  wool  of  the  fheep  furnifh  them 
with  coverings  for  their  btdi,  and  warm  lining 
for  their  cloarhs.  Thsy  are  fupplied  with-valt 
quantities  of  down  and  feathers  by  innumerable 
flights  of  wild  fowl.  The  very  mountains  ferve  . 
for  fences  againft  the  north  and  eaft  winds,  and- 
they  are  well  fheltered  by  their  caverns. 

While  the  winter  thus  rages  on  the  eaft  fide 
of  Norway,  the  lakes  and  bays  on  the  weft  fide 
are  kept  open  by  the  warm  exhalations  of  the 
ocean,  tho'  lying  in  a  direct  line  with  die  eaftenv 
parts  ;  and  the  frofts,  are  feldom  known  to  lull 
above  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks. 

Even  in  the  center  cf  Germany,  which  is 
two  hundred  leagues  nearer  the  equinoctial  line, 
the  winters  are  commonly  more  fevere  than  in 
the  diocele  of  Bergen  -,  and  the  inhabitants  are 
amazed  when  they  read  in  the  news-papers  of 
froft  and  fhow  in  Germany  and  Poland,  while 
they  experience  no  fuch  weather. 

The  harbours  of  Copenhagen,  Amfterdam, 
Eubeck  and  Hamburg,  are  frozen  ten  times 
more  frequently  than  thole  of  the  weft  of  Nor- 
way, where  fuch  an  incident  fcarcely  happens 
above  two  or  three  times  in  a  century.  Thus 
the  winter  at  Bergen  is  fo  moderate  that  the  leas 
are  always  open  to  the  mariners,  and  the  north 
lea  continues  navigable  as  far  as  the  eightieth 
or  eighty-fecond  degree,  during  the  whole  winter. 
The  weather  in  the  fummer  months  ks  very 
hot  :   but  thefe   violent  heats;  which  are  but  of 

Iho 


*  A  Ngrway  mile  is  nearly  ecuial  to  five  Englifh  miles, 


PONT  OP  PI  DON's    HISTORY     OF    NORWAY; 


4§£ 


fnort  duration,  are  partly  occafioned  by  the 
vallies  being  inclofed  between  high  mountains, 
where  the  reverberation  of  the  rays  of  the  fun 
on  all  fides  heats  the  air  ;  and  as  there  is  fcarce 
any  night,  neither  the  atmofphere  nor  the  moun- 
tains have  time  to  cool.  There  cannot  be  a 
ftronger  proof  of  the  heat  of  the  fummer  in  Nor- 
way, than  that  feveral  vegetables,  particularly 
barley,  grow  up  and  ripen  in  lels  than  two 
months. 

In  general  the  air  is  pure  and  healthy,  but 
particularly  in  the  middle  of  the  country  about 
the  mountains,  where  the  inhabitants  arc  almoft 
Grangers  to  ficknefs.  There  are  no  phyficians 
but  in  the  principal  towns,  where  they  have  a 
public  falary  ;  but  even  there  they  have  but  a 
l'mall  mare  of  employment. 

All  the  eaftern  coaft  of  this  country  is  fo  fub- 
jett  to  frequent  rains,  that  the  women,  when  they 
co  abroad,  wear  a  woollen  or  filken  black  veU 
over  their  heads,  and  the  men  defend  them- 
felves  by  a  kind  of  rain-hats,  fomething  in  the 
fhapeof  umbrellas. 

There  are  a  prodigious  number  of  mountains 
in  Norway,  fome  of  which  are  fcattered  about, 
and  furrounded  by  a  level  country,  while  others 
extend  in  a  long  chain  from  north  to  fouth.  This 
chain  is  faid  at  leaft  to  equal  the  Alps  in  height, 
and  abounds  with  frightful  caverns  of  amazing 
extent. 

Our  author  fays  that  "  Hearing  at  the  par- 
"  fonage  of  Oerikoug,  that  from  the  fide  of 
"  a  neighbouring  mountain  called  Limer,  iflu- 
"  ed  a  ftream,  over  which  was  a  cavern,  I  re- 
"  folved  to  take  a  view  of  it,  and  furnifhed 
"  myfelf  with  a  tinder-box,  candles,  a  lanthorn, 
"  and  a  long  line  to  ferve  me  as  a  clue  to  find 
"  the  way  out.  The  afcent  to  it  being  ex- 
"  tremely  fteep,  we  were  obliged  to  climb  with 
"  our  hands  as  well  as  feet,  and  ibmetimes  were 
"  hard  put  to  it  to  clear  our  way  through  the 
«  butties." 

"  After  getting  through  the  thicket  which 
"  almoft  hides  the  mouth  of  the  cavern,  I  be- 
"  held  a  vaulted  paflage  of  pure  marble  with- 
"  out  the  leaft  flaw,  but  with  feveral  angles  and 
"  protuberances  fo  bright  as  to  refemble  a  pafte 
"  moulding  into  fmooth  globular  forms.  The 
"  pafTage  continues  about  one  hundred  paces  in 
"  a  ftraight  direction  ;  then  winds  to  the  right 
"  with  afcents  and  defcents,  in  fome  places 
"  growing  narrower,  and  in  others  widening  to 
"  double  its  former  breadth,  which  was  about 
"  four  or  five  ells  :  thus  two  perfons  might  go 
"  abreaft,  only  we  were  now  and  then  obliged  to 
"  ftoop  and  even  creep,  when  we  felt  a  damp 
"  vapour,  which  prevented  my  going  fo  far  as 
"  I  intended." 

"  Another  thing  remarkable  was  the  terrible 
"  roaring  of  the  waters  under  us,  the  courfe  of 
"  which  was  what  moft  excited  my  wonder,  as 
•'  over  it  lies  a  pavement  of  fmooth  ftone,  in- 
"  dining  a  little  on  each  fide,  but  flat  in  the  mid- 
"  die,  and  not  above  three  fingers  thick,  with 
"  fome  crevices  through  which  the  water  may 
"  be  feen." 

"  The  inhabitants  of  a  mountainous  country 
"  may  be  faid  to  labour  under  more  inconveni- 
"  encies  than  others  :  thus,  the  arable  ground  is 
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"  here  but  little  in  companion  with  the  wattes" 
"  and  defarts,  fo  that  the  people  are  obliged  to 
"  procure  more  than  half  their  fubfiftence  from 
"  the  fea :  the  villages  are  fmall,  and  the  houfes 
"  fcattered  among  the  vallies  :  but  in  fome 
"  places  the  peafants  houfes  ftand  fo  high,  and 
"  on  the  edge  of  fteep  precipices,  that  ladders 
"  are  fixed  to  climb  up  to  them  :  fo  that  when  a 
"  clergyman  is  fent  for,  who  is  unpraclifed  in 
"  the  road,  he  rifks  his  life  in  afcending  them, 
"  efpecially  in  winter,  when  the  ways  are  flip- 
"  pery.  In  fuch  places  the  bodies  of  the  dead 
"  muft  be  let  down  with  ropes,  or  be  brought 
"  on  men's  backs  before  they  are  laid  in  a  cof- 
"  fin,  and,  at  fome  diftar.ee  from  Bergen,  the 
"  mail  muft  likewife  in  winter  be  drawn  over  the 
"  fteepeft  mountains." 

"  One  of  the  principal  inconveniences,  efpe- 
"  cially  to  travellers,  arifes  from  the  roads  : 
"  they  cannot  without  terror  pafs  feveral  places, 
"  even  in  the  king's  road,  over  the  fides  of  fteep 
"  and  craggy  mountains,  on  ways  that  are  either 
"  fhorej  up,  or  fufpjended  by  iron  bolts  fixed  in 
"  the  mountains,  and  though  not  above  the 
"  breadth  of  a  foot  path,  have  no  rails  on  the 
"  fide." 

"  If  two  travellers  were  to  meet  there  in  the 
"  night,  and  not  fee  each  other  ibon  enough  to 
"  ftop  where  the  road  will  iuffer  them  to  pais, 
"  it  appears  to  me,  as  it  does  to  others  whom  I 
"  have  confulted,  that  they  muft  ftop  fhort, 
"  without  being  able  to  pafs  by  each  otter,  or  to 
"  find  a  turning  for  their  horfcs,  or  even  ;o  a- 
"  light.  The  only  rei'ource  I  can  imagine  in 
"  this  difficulty  is,  that  one  muft  endeavour  to 
"  cling  to  fome  cliff"  of  this  fteep  mountain,  or 
•'  if  help  be  at  hand*  be  drawn  up  by  a  rope, 
"  and  then  throw  his  horie  headlong  down  a 
"  tremendous  precipice,  in  order  to  make  room 
"  for  the  other  traveller  to  pafs." 

"  Another  evil  refulting  from  the  mountains, 
"  is  the  fhelter  they  afford  in  their  caverns  and 
"  clefts  to  the  wild  beads,  which  render  it  diifi- 
"  cult  to  extirpate  them.  It  is  not  eafy  to  de- 
"  fcribe  the  havock  made  by  the  lynxes,  foxes, 
"  bears,  and  efpecially  wolves,  among  the  cat- 
"  tie  and  other  uleful  animals. 

"  It  often  happens  that  the  cows,  fheep,  and 
"  goats  belonging  to  the  peafants  fall  down  the 
"  precipices  and  are  deftroyed.    Sometimes  they 
"  make  a  falfe  ftep  into  a  projection   called  a 
':  mountain-hammer,  where  they  can  neither  ai- 
"  cend  nor  defcend  :  on  this  occaiion  a  peafant 
"  chearfully  ventures  his  life  for  a  fheep  or  a 
"  goat  -,  and  defcending  from  the  top  of  a  moun- 
"  tain  by  a  rope  of  fome  hundred  fathoms    in 
"  length,  he  flings  his  body  on   a  crofs  ftrick, 
"  till  he  can  fet  his  foot  on  the  place  where  the 
"  goat  is  ;  when  he  fattens  it  to  the  rope  to  be 
"  drawn  up  along  with  himfelf  :   but   the  moft 
"  amazing  circumftance  is,  that  he  runs  this  rifle 
"  with  the  help   of  only   a  fingle    perfon,  who 
"  holds  the  end   of  the  rope,  or  fattens  it  to  a 
"  ftone  if  there  be  one  at  hand." 

"  There  are  inftances  of  the  afliftant  himfelf 
"  having  been  dragged  down,  and  iacrificing  his 
"  life  from  fidelity  to  his  friend,  on  which  both 
"  have  perifhed.  On  .thefe  melancholy  accidents, 
"  when  a  man  or  beaft  falls  feme  hundred  fa- 

''■  thorns 


4§2 


P  ON  TOPP  I  D  ON's     HISTORY     OF     NORWAY. 


a. 

« 
u 


it 

it 


thorns  down  the  precipices,  it  is  obferved  that 
the  air  preffcs  with  fuch  force  againft  their  bo- 
dies thus  falling,  that  they  arc  not  only  de- 
prived of  life  long  before  they  reach  the 
ground,  but  their  bellies  burft,  and  their  en- 
trails gulh  out ;  which  is  plainly  the  cafe  when 
they  fall  into  deep  water. 
"  A  great  chain  of  thefe  mountains  ferve  as  a 
barrier  between  Norway  and  Sweden,  and  are 
excellent  natural  fortrefles  for  the  defence  of 
thofe  ftates  :  befide,  thefe  mountains  exhibit 
the  moft  delightful  profpects  :  nature  has  here 
been  moft  profufely  favourable  in  adding 
greater  beauties  to  the  fituation  of  cottages  and 
farm  houfes,  than  can  be  enjoyed  by  royal  pa- 
laces in  other  countries,  tho'  affifted  with  all 
the  varieties  of  groves,  terraces,  canals,  and 
cafcades.  A  ptedeceffor  of  mine  is  faid  to 
have  given  the  name  of  the  Northern  Italy  to 
the  diilrifr.of  Waas,  which  lies  fome  leagues 
to  the  eaftward  of  Bergen  ;  and  certainly  there 
cannot  be  a  more  enchanting  profpeft.  All 
the  buildings  in  it  are  the  church,  the  par- 
fonage,  and  a  few  farm  houfes  fcattered  on 
different  eminences.  The  beauty  of  the  place 
is  much  heightened  by  two  uniform  moun- 
tains gradually  rifing  to  a  vaft  height,  betwixt 
which  runs  a  valley  near  half  a  league  in 
breadth,  and  a  river  which  in  fome  places 
precipitates  itfelf  down  the  rocks  in  foaming 
cataracfs,  and  at  others  fpreads  itfelf  into  fmall 
lakes." 

"  On  both  fides  it  is  bordered  with  the  fineft 
meadows,  intermingled  with  little  thickets, 
and  by  the  eafy  declivities  of  the  verdant 
mountains  covered  with  fruitful  fields  and 
farm-houfes,  Handing  above  each  other  in  a 
fuccefilon  of  natural  terraces.  Between  thefe 
a  ftately  foreft  prefents  itfelf  to  the  view,  and 
beyond  that,  the  fummits  of  mountains  cover- 
ed with  perpetual  fnow ;  and  ftill  beyond  thefe 
ten  or  twelve  ftreams  iffuing  from  the  fnow 
mountains,  form  an  agreeable  contrail  in  their 
meanders  along  the  blooming  fides  of  the  hill, 
rill  they  loofe  themfelves  in  the  rivers  be- 
neath." 

"  From  the  many  fprings  iffuing  from  the 
mountains,  and  the  vaft  maffes  of  fnow  accu- 
mulated on  their  fummits,  whence  in  lummer 
they  gently  diiTolve,  are  formed  many  confi- 
derable  rivers,  the  largeft  of  which  is  the  Glaa- 
men  or  Glommen  j  but  none  of  them  are  na- 
vigable far  up  the  country,  the  pafTage  being 
every  where  interrupted  by  rocks  and  cata- 
racts. The  bridges  over  them  are  no  where, 
that  I  remember,  walled,  but  merely  formed 
of  timber  cafes  filled  with  ftones,  which  ferve 
for  the  piers  on  which  the  timbers  are  laid. 
The  largeft  bridge  of  this  kind  is  a  thoufand 
paces  in  length,  and  has  forty  three  ftone  cafes. 
In  many  places,  where  the  narrownefs  and 
rapidity  of  the  current  will  not  admit  of  fink- 
ing ftone  cafes,  thick  mafts  are  laid  on  each 
fide  on  the  lhore,  with  the  thickeft  end  faft- 
med  to  the  rocks  ;  one  maft  being  thus  laid 
in  the  water,  another  is  placed  upon  it,  reach- 
ing a  fathom  beyond  it,  and  then  a  third  or 
fourth,  in  the  like  manner,  to  the  middle  of 
the  (beam,  where  it  is  joined  by  ether  con- 


nected mafts  from  the  oppofitc  fide.     Thus 
in  pafiing  over    the  bridge,  efpecially  in  the 
middle,    it  feems   to  fwing,  which   to  thofe 
who  are  not  ufed  to  thefe  bridges  appears  fo 
dangerous,  that  they  alight  from  their  horfes, 
till  they  imagine  themfelves  fafe." 
"  Within  the  bowels  of  fome  of  the  moun- 
tains  are    the   moft  beautiful  kinds  of  mar- 
ble :    the   mountains   alfo   contain  that   fur- 
prifing  fubftance,  called  the  magnet  or  load- 
ftone,  in  fuch  quantities,  that  fome  tons  of  it 
have    been   exported.     They   likewife   yield 
the    amianthus  or  afbeftos,  of  which  incom- 
buftible  linen  or  paper  have  been  made." 
"  Having  heard  of  fome  wood  petrified  by  a 
certain  ipring,  I  wrote  for  fome  famples,  and 
a  large  parcel  of  it  was  fent  me.     At  firft  I 
;  thought  it  refembled  hazle   that   had  lain  a 
long  time  in  the  water  ;  but  upon  a  narrower 
■  inflection,  and  drawing  out  fome  of  the  fila- 
ments, I  found  it  to   be  amianthus,    much 
;  finer  than  the  Greenland  ftonr-flax,  which  the 
'  reverend   Mr.  Egede  fays,  is  ufed  there  as 
'  wicks  in  the  lamps,  without  being  in   the 
1  leaft   wafted,    while   fupplied    with    oil    or 
1  fat.      This    amianthus    from    the     foftnefs 
'  and    finenefs   of    it    fibres,    deferves    to  be 
;  called   ftone-filk,  rather  than  ftone-fiax.      I 
'  alfo  made  a  wick  for  a  lamp  of  it,  but   its 
'  light  being  much  dimmer  than  that  produced 
'  by  cotton,  I  laid  it  afide.     I  have  alfo  in  my 
'  poffeffion   a  piece  of  paper  of  this  afbeftos, 
'  which  when  thrown  into  a  fierce  fire  is  not  in 
'  the  leaft  wafted,  but  what  was  written  on  it 
'  totally  difappears." 

"  The  manner  of  preparing  this  ftone-filk  or 
'  ftone-fiax  is  this;  after  its  being foftened  in  wa- 
'  ter,  it  is  beaten  with  a  moderate  force,  till  the 
'  fibres  or  long  threads,  feparate  from  each  other; 
'  after  which  they  are  carefully  and  repeatedly 

*  wafhed  till  clear  of  all  terrene  particles,  and 
'  then  the  flax  is  dried  in  a  fieve.  All  that  re- 
'  mains  now  is  to  fpin  thefe  fine  filaments, 
'  wherein  great  care  is  required  :  befides  which 
'  the  fingers  muft  be  foftened  with  oil,  that 
'  the  thread  maybe  the  morefupple  and  pliant." 

"  It  is  remarkable,  that  though  this  country 
•'  thus  abounds  in  ftones,  no  flints  have  been 
'  yet  found  there  ;  fo  that  thofe  for  fire-arms 
'  are  imported  from  Denmark  and  Germany : 
'  but  though  there  are  no  flints,  there  are  a- 
'  methyfts,  garnets,  chalcedonies,  agate,  jaf- 
'  per,  and  chryftals." 

"  This  country  formerly  produced  gold,  but 
'  the  expence  of  working  the  mines,  and  fepa- 
'  parating  the  gold  from  the  ore  being  greater 
'  than  the  profit,  they  have  been  neglected. 
'  There  are,  however,  filver  mines  of  great 
'  value,  which  afford  employment  to  feveral 

*  thoufand  perfons.  The  copper,  mines  are 
'  likewife  extremely  rich,  and  employ  vaft 
'  numbers.     Iron  is  alio  one  of  the  moft  profi- 

*  table  products  of  Norway  :  there  are  likewife 
'  fome  lead  mines,  but  none  of  either  tin  or 
'  quickfilver." 

"  The  country  produces  wheat,  rye,  barley, 
'  white,  grey,  and  green  peas  ;  vetches,  ufed 
'  as  provender  for  horfes  ;  hops,  flax,  and 
'  hemp  ;  many  kinds  of  roots  and  green*  for 

"  the 


PONTOPPIDON's     HISTORY     OF    NORWAY. 


483 


"  the  kitchen,  with  a  confiJerable  number  of 
"  hardy  flowers.  Several  forts  of  plumbs  attain 
"  to  a  tolerable  ripenefs,  which  can  very  feldom 
"  be  faid  of  peaches,  apricots  or  grapes.  How- 
"  ever,  apples  and  pears  of  feveral  kinds  are 
"  found  all  over  the  country  •,  but  the  greateft 
"  part  of  thefe  are  fummer  fruits,  which  ripen 
"  early  •,  for  the  winter  fruit  feldom  comes  to 
"  any  perfection,  unlefs  the  fummer  proves  hot- 
**  ter,  and  the  winter  lets  in  later  than  ufual. 

"  But  though  with  refpecl  to  fruit-trees  Nor- 
"  way  muft  be  acknowledged  inferior  to  moft 
"  countries  in  Europe,  yet  this  deficiency  is  li- 
**  berally  compenfated  in  the  bleflings  of  inex- 
"  hauftible  forefts ;  fo  that  in  moft  provinces 
"  immenfe  fums  are  received  from  foreigners 
"  for  marts,  beams,  planks,  boards,  &c.  not 
"  to  mention  the  home  confumption  for  houfes 
"  built  emirely  of  wood,  fhips  and  bridges  : 
"  and  the  amazing  number  of  founderies,  re- 
"  quire  an  immenfe  quantity  of  charcoal,  in 
"  the  fufion  of  metals,  befide  the  demands  for 
"  fuel  and  other  domeftic  ufes  :  to  which  muft 
"  be  added,  that  in  many  places  the  woods  are 
*«  felled  only  to  clear  the  ground  and  be  burnt ; 
"  the  afties  ferving  for  manure." 

"  Among  the  animals  we  fhall  begin  with 
•*  the  horfes,  which  are  better  for  riding  than 
*'  drawing  ;  their  walk  is  eafy,  they  are  full  of 
"  fpirit,  and  are  very  fure-footed.  When  they 
"  mount  or  defcend  a  fteep  cliff,  on  ftones  like 
"  fteps,  they  firft  tread  gently  with  one  foot,  to 
"  try  if  the  ftone  they  touch  be  faft,  and  in  this" 
"  they  muft  be  left  to  themfelves,  or  the  befl 
m  rider  will  run  the  rifle  of  his  neck ;  but  when 
•'  they  are  to  go  down  a  very  fteep  and  flippery 
"  place,  they,  in  a  furprifing  manner  draw  their 
41  hind  legs  together  under  them  and  Hide 
**  down." 

"  They  ftiew  a  great  deal  of  courage  in  fight- 
"  ing  with  wolves  or  bears,  which  they  are  of- 
"  ten  obliged  to  do ;  for  when  the  horfe  per- 
"  ceives  one  of  them  near  him,  and  has  a  mare 
"  or  gelding  with  him,  he  places  them  behind 
"  him,  attacks  his  antagonift  by  ftriking  at 
a  him  with  his  fore-legs,  and  ufually  comes  off 
"  conqueror  :  if  he  turns  about  to  kick  with  his 
"  hind  legs  he  is  ruined  ;  for  the  bear,  who  has 
"  double  his  ftrength,  inftantly  leaps  on  his 
"  back,  while  the  poor  horle  gallops  on,  until 
"  he  drops  down  through  lofs  of  blood." 

"  The  Norway  cows  are  generally  of  a  yel- 
"  low  colour,  (as  are  alfo  the  horfes  ■,)  they  are 
"  fmall,  but  their  flefh  is  fine-grained,  juicy, 
"  and  well  tafted." 

"  The  fheep  here  are  fmall,  and  refemble 
**  thofe   of  Denmark." 

"  The  goats,  in  many  places,  run  wild  in 
"  winter  and  fummer  in  the  fields,  till  they  are 
"  ten  or  twelve  years  old  ;  and  when  the  pea- 
4<  fant  who  owns  them  propofes  to  catch  them, 
"  he  muft  do  it  by  fome  fnare,  or  fhoot  them. 
"  They  are  fo  bold,  that  if  a  wolf  approaches 
"  them,  they  ftay  to  receive  him,  and  if  they 
"  have  dogs  with  them,  they  will  refill  a  whole 
"  herd.  They  frequently  attick  the  fnakes, 
"  and  when  they  are  bit  by  them,  not  only  kill 
"  their  antagonifts,  but  eat  them,  after  which 


"  they  are  never  known  to  die  of  the  bite,  tho' 
"  they  are  ill  for  feveral  days.  The  owner 
"  warms  their  own  milk,  and  waflies  the  fore 
"  with  it." 

"  Near  Roftad,  is  a  flat  and  naked  field,  on 
"  which  no  vegetable  will  grow ;  the  foil  is  al- 
"  moft  white,  with  grey  ftripes,  and  has  fome- 
"  what  of  fo  peculiarly  poifonous  a  nature,  that 
"  though  all  other  animals  may  fafety  pafs  over 
"  it,  a  goat  or  a  kid  no  foonerfets  his  feet  upon 
"  it,  than  it  drops  down,  ftretches  out  its  legs, 
"  its  tongue  hangs  out  of  its  mouth,  and  it  ex- 
"  pires,  if  it  has  not  inftant  help." 

"  There  are  few  hogs  in  Norway,  and  not 
"  many  of  the  common  deer  ;  but  the  hares, 
"  which  in  the  cold  feafon  change  from  brown 
"  or  grey  to  a  fnow  white,  are  very  cheap  in 
"  winter." 

"  Here  are  alfo  in  fome  parts  of  this  country 
"  elks,  but  they  are  not  numerous.  The  rein- 
"  deer,  however,  run  wild  in  herds,  and  are 
"  lhot  for  food  by  the  inhabitants.  Thefe  ani- 
"  mals  conftitute  the  greateft,  and  almoft  the 
"  only  riches  of  the  Finlaplanders,  who  live  up- 
"  on  the  milk,  the  cheefe  they  make  of  it,  and 
"  on  their  flelh.  They  make  their  cloathing, 
"  tents,  and  bed-covering  of  their  lkins  ;  and 
"  of  the  tendons  they  make  their  fewing 
"  thread." 

"  InFinmark,  there  are  vaft  numbers  of  them 
"  both  wild  and  tame,  and  many  a  man  has 
"  there  from  fix  or  eight  hundred  to  a  thouiand 
"  of  thefe  ufeful  creatures  which  never  come 
"  under  cover.  They  follow  him  wherever  he 
"  is  pleafed  to  ramble,  and  when  they  are  put 
"  to  a  fledge,  tranfport  his  goods  from  one 
"  place  to  another.  They  provide  for  them- 
"  felves,  and  live  chiefly  on  mofs,  and  on  the 
"  buds  and  leaves  of  trees.  They  fupport 
"  themfelves  on  very  little  nourifhment,  and 
"  are  neat,  clean,  and  entertaining  crea- 
"  tures." 

"  It  is  remarkable,  that  when  the  rein-deer 
"  fheds  his  horns,  and  others  rife  in  their  ftead, 
"  they  appear  at  firft  covered  with  a  ikin  ;  and 
"  till  they  are  of  a  finger's  length,  are  fo  foft, 
"  that  they  may  be  cut  with  a  knife  like  a  fau- 
"  fage,  and  are  delicate  eating  even  raw  :  there- 
"  fore  the  huntfmen,  when  far  out  in  the  coun- 
"  try,  and  pinched  for  want  of  food,  eat  them, 
"  and  find  that  they  fatkfy  both  their  hunger 
"  and  thirft.  When  the  horn  grows  bigger, 
"  there  breeds  within  the  Ikin  a  worm  that  eats 
"  away  the  root.  The  rein-deer  has  over  his 
"  eye-lids  a  kind  of  Ikin,  through  which  he 
"  peeps,  when  otherwife,  in  the  hard  fnows, 
"  lie  would  be  obliged  to  fnut  his  eyes  en- 
"  tirely." 

"  The  hurtful  beafts  are  the  bears  and 
"  wolves  already  mentioned  •,  the  lynx ;  vaft 
"  numbers  of  white,  red,  and  black  foxes  -t 
"  and  the  glutton,  a  creature  which  few  other 
'•  countries  know  any  otherwife  than  by  re- 
"  port." 

"  "  This  animal  receives  its  name  from  it  vo- 
"  racious  appetite  ;  it  in  fize  and  ftiape  has 
"  fome  refemblance  of  a  long-bodied  dog,  with 
"  thick  legs,  lharp  claws  and  teeth ;  the  colour 

"  is 
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is  black,  variegated  with  brown  and  yellow 
ftreaks.  He  has  the  boldnefs  to  attack  every 
beaft  he  can  poffibly  conquer,  and  if  he  finds 
a  carcafe  fix  times  as  big  as  himfelf,  he  does 
not  leave  off  eating  as  long  as  there  is  a 
mouthful  left.  When  thus  gorged,  he  pref- 
fes  and  fquezes  himfelf  between  two  trees, 
and  thus  empties  himfelf  of  what  he  has  not 
time  to  digeft." 

"  As  his  fkin  fhines  like  darnafk,  and  is  co- 
vered with  foft  hair,  it  is  very  precious  •,  it  is 
therefore  well  worth  the  huntfman's  while  to 
kill  him  without  wounding  the  fkin,  which  is 
done  with  mooting  him  with  a  bow  and  blunt 
arrows." 

"■  The  marten  is  alfo  hunted  on  account  of 
its  fkin,  as  is  likewife  the  fquirrel  and  the  er- 
mine, both  of  which  are  therefore  fhot  with 
blunt  arrows.  I  am  in  doubt  whether  the  er- 
mine be  different  in  kind  from  the  Danifh 
weafel  ;  its  valuable  skin  is  of  a  beautiful 
white,  and  it  has  a  black  fpot  on  the  tail. 
"  The  ermines  run  after  mice  like  cats,  and 
drag  away  what  they  catch,  particularly  eggs, 
which  are  their  niceft  delicacy.  Here  are 
alio  caftors,  badgers,  otters,  and 
hogs." 

"  Among  the  mice,  fome  are  thought  poifon- 
ous,  and  others  are  remarkable  for  being 
white,  and  having  red  eyes.  But  the  molt 
pernicious  vermin  is  a  little  animal,  called 
the  lcemus  or  lemming,  which  is  between  the 
fize  of  a  rat  and  a  moufe  :  the  tail  is  fhort, 
and  turned  up  at  the  end,  and  the  legs  are 
alfo  fo  fhort  that  they  fcarce  keep  the  belly 
from  the  ground.  They  have  very  fhort  hair, 
and  are  of  different  colours,  particularly  black, 
with  yellow  and  brown  in  ftreaks,  and  fome  in 
fpots." 

"  About  once  or  twice  in  every  twenty  years 
they  aflemble  from  their  fecret  abodes,  in  pro- 
digious numbers,  like  the  meffengers  of  hea- 
ven to  punifh  the  neighbouring  inhabitants. 
They  proceed  from  Kolen's  rock,  which  di- 
vides the  Nordland  manor  from  Sweeden,  and 
is  held  to  be  their  peculiar  and  native  place ; 
marching  in  vaft  multitudes  through  Nord- 
land and  Finmark  to  the  weftern  ocean  ; 
and  other  bodies  of  them  through  Sweedifh 
Lapmark  to  the  Sinus  Bothnicus,  devour- 
ing all  the  grafs  and  vegetables  in  their 
way." 

"  They  do  this  in  a  direct  line,  and  going 
ftrait  forward  proceed  into  the  rivers  of  the 
fea  :  thus  if  they  meet  with  a  boat  on  any 
frefh  water  river,  they  run  in  at  one  end  or 
fide,  and  out  again  at  the  other,  in  order  to 
keep  their  courle.  They  carry  their  young 
with  them  on  their  backs,  or  in  their  mouths  ; 
and  if  they  meet  with  peafants  who  come  to 
oppofe  them,  they  wdl  fland  undaunted,  and 
bark  at  them  like  dogs." 
"  This  evil  is,  however,  of  no  long  duration  ; 
;  for  on  entering  the  fea,  they  fwim  as  long  as 
•  they  are  able,  and  then  are  drowned  :  if  they 
;  are  flopped  in  their  courle,  fo  that  they  can- 
not reach  the  fea,  they  are  killed  by  the  frofts 
of  winter;  and  if  they  efcape,  moft  of  them 


"  die  as  foon  as  they  eat  the  new  grafs." 

"  As  to  the  reptiles,  there  are  neither  land 
"  fnakes  nor  toads  beyond  the  temperate  zone  -, 
"  and  even  thole  fnakes  on  the  extremities  of 
"  the  temperate  climate,  are  kfs  poifonous  than 
"  in  more  fouthern  countries.  Lizards  are  here 
"  of  various  colours,  as  brown,  green  and  ftrip- 
"  ed.  Thofe  that  are  green  are  found  in  the 
"  fields,  and  the  others  in  the  cracks  and  holes 
"  of  rocks." 

"  Among  the  fowls  are  moft  of  thofe  feen  in 
"  the  reft  of  Europe,  and  fome  of  them  pecu- 
"  liar  to  this  country  :  of  thofe  that  are  in  a 
"  manner  peculiar  to  this  country  is  the  franco- 
"  lin,  an  excellent  land  bird,  which  ferves  the 
"  Norwegians  inftead  of  the  pheafant ;  its  flefh 
"  being  white,  firm,  and  of  a  delicious,  tafte. 
"  The  black  cap  is  almoft  a;  fmall  as  the  wren; 
"  the  body  is  black  and  yellow,  it  is  white  un- 
"  der  the  belly,  and  the  top  of  the  head  is 
"  black.  Thefe  birds  keep  near  the  houfes, 
"  and  are  fuch  lovers  of  meat,  that  the  farmers 
"  can  hardly  keep  them  frcm  it,  and  therefore 
"  catch  them  like  mice  in  a  trap." 

"  In  fhort,  there  are  here  fuch  incredible 
"  numbers  of  fea  and  land  fowl  near  the  rocks 
"  en  the  fea-fhore,  that  they  fometimes  obfeure 
"  the  fight  of  the  heavens  for  many  miles  out 
"  at  fea,  fo  that  one  would  imagine  all  the 
"  fowl  in  the  ur.iverfe  were  gathered  together 
"  in  one  flock-" 

"  Norway  is  alfo  as  plentifully  fupplied  with 
"  fifh  as  any  country  in  the  world." 

So  far  there  is  nothing  in  the  worthy  author's 
account  but  what  may  be  cafily  credited  ;  but 
he  now  proceeds  to  the  mention  of  fome  ani- 
mals, of  the  exiflence  of  which  many  of  our 
readers  may  be  apt  to  doubt :  but  as  there  is 
fornething  entertaining  in  the  relation,  and  as 
the  bifhop  does  not  abfolutely  infill:  on  the  truth 
of  the  particulars,  as  of  his  own  knowledge,  we 
fhall  give  his  account,  together  with  fuch  re- 
marks as  may  appear  pertinent  to  the  fub- 
jecl. 

The  hav-manden  and  hav-fruen,  the  mer- 
man and  mer-maid,  are  faid  to  be  often  feen  in 
the  north  fea.  In  the  diocefe  of  Bergen  and 
manner  of  Ncrdland,  arc  feveral  hundred  per- 
fens  of  Credit  and  reputation,  who  confidently 
affirm  that  they  have  feen  this  creature  fome- 
times at  a  diftance,  and  at  other  times  clofe  to 
their  boats,  erect,  and  foimed  like  a  human 
creature  down  to  the  middle,  below  which  they 
could  not  fee. 

Our  author  fays  he  has  examined  feveral  of 
the  witnefTes  with  all  poffible  precaution,  and 
found  them  agree  invariably  with  the  defcription 
publifhed  by  Jablcnfky  and  Kircher  ;  and  he 
brings  one  evidence  who  had  feen  one  cut  of  the 
water  and  handled  it,  viz.  the  reverend  Mr. 
Peter  Angel,  miniller  at  Sundmeer,  who  was 
living  when  our  author  wrote  his  hiftcry,  and 
who  declares,  that  in  the  year  17 19,  at  which 
time  he  was  twenty  years  old,  himielf  and  le- 
veral other  perfons  law  a  mer-man,  dead,  on  a 
point  of  land,  with  feveral  fea-anifnals.  Its 
length  was  three  fathoms,  its  colour  grey,  the 
lower  part  like  a  fifh,  with  a  tail  like  that  of  a 

porpoife 


PONTOPPIDON's     HISTORY     OF    NORWAY. 


485 


porpoife.  The  face  refembled  a  man's,  the 
nofe  flat,  and  prefl'ed  down  to  the  face,  in  which 
the  noftrils  were  very  vifible.  The  breaft  was 
near  the  head  ;  the  arms,  which  feemed  to  hang 
by  the  fide,  were  joined  by  a  very  thin  mem- 
brane ;  and  the  hands,  to  appearance,  were 
like  the  paws  of  a  fea-calf 

Mr.  Strom,  another  clergyman,  relates  that 
a  mer-man  and  a  fea-calf  were  both  found  dead 
on  a  rock,  all  bloody  ;  from  whence  it  was 
imagined  that  they  had  killed  each  other. 

Mr.  Randulph,  rector  of  the  place,  endea- 
voured to  preferve  the  mer-man  ;  but  the  pea- 
iants  had  unluckily  cut  both  to  pieces  for  the 
fat.  In  regard  to  fize  they  differ  remarkably* 
according  to  the  fifhermen,  from  that  they  cal- 
led mar-male,  or  mar-moete,  (the  different  lexes) 
which  our  author  calls  a  well  known  fea-animal, 
and  thinks  it  may  be  a  dwarf  of  the  fame  fpe- 
ci-js.  This  is  often  caught  on  hooks  of  differ- 
ent fizes,  from  that  of  a  child  of  one  year  old 
to  three  •,  and  the  bifhop  thinks,  till  it  is  fur- 
ther enquired  into,  it  may  be  fuppofed,  though 
iie  does  not  affirm  it  to  be,  the  infant  of  the 
former. 

But  the  flrongeft  and  lateft  proof  of  the  mer- 
man's exiftence  happened  in  Denmark.  On 
September  20,  1723,  three  ferrymen,  viz.  Pe- 
ter Gunnerfen,  Nicholas  Jenfen,  and  Jappe 
Jenfen,  were,  by  his  majefty's  orders,  examined 
upon  oath  before  Fred.  Van  Gram,  privy-coun- 
fellor,  and  depofed  in  fubftance,  that  two  months 
before,  being  towing  a  fhip  arrived  from  the 
Baltic,  at  the  diftance  of  a  quarter  of  a  Norway 
mile,  they  rowed  up  to  fomething  floating  like  a 
dead  body. 

When  they  came  within  feven  or  eight  fa- 
thoms, it  appeared  as  at  firft  •,  for  it  had  not 
ftirred,  but  funk  at  that  inftant,  and  came  up 
again  immediately  almoft  at  the  fame  place. 
Frightened  at  this,  they  lay  ftill,  and  letting  the 
boat  float,  the  monfter,  by  the  help  of  the  cur- 
rent, came  ftill  nearer  to  them.  He  turned  his 
face,  and  flared  at  the  men,  which  gave  them  a 
good  opportunity  of  examining  him  narrowly. 
He  remained  in  the  fame  place  for  half  a  quar- 
ter of  an  hour,  and  was  feen  above  the  water 
down  to  his  breaft. 

At  laft,  apprehending  fome  danger,  they  be- 
gan to  retire  ;  on  which  he  blew  up  his  cheeks, 
made  a  kind  of  a  roaring  noife,  and  dived  with- 
out rifing  any  more. 

He  appeared  to  them  like  a  ftrong  limbed, 
broad-fhouldered  old  man,  his  head  fmall  in 
proportion,  with  Ihort  curled  black  hair,  and  a 
black  beard  •,  his  eyes  were  deep  in  his  head,  his 
fkin  coarfe,  and  very  hairy. 

Peter  Gunnerfen  added,  (which  was  not  ob- 
ferved  by  the  others)  that  about  the  body  down- 
ward he  was  quite  pointed  like  a  fifh  ;  and  de- 
pofed, at  the  fame  time,  that  about  twenty 
years  before,  near  Culleor,  he  had  feen  a  mer- 
maid, with  long  hair  and  large  breafts. 

The  next  animal  our  author  defcribes  is  the 
fea-ormen  or  fea-lhake,which  is  indeed  a  terrible 
monfter,  of  the  exiftence  of  which  our  author 
gives  many  general  teftimonies  previous  to  his 
defcription  of  it. 
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He  owns  that  it  is  fel  'om  feen,  even  on  the 
coaft  of  Norway,  though  he  fuppofes  that  to 
be  the  only  place  in  the  known  world,  where 
this  wonderful  fea-fnake  is  feen  at  all.  He  fays 
that  in  all  his  enquiry  concerning  it,  he  has 
fcarcely  fpoken  with  any  intelligent  perfon,  borri 
in  the  manor  of  Nordland,  who  was  not  able 
to  give  a  rational  anlwer  concerning,  and  ftrong 
afiurances  of  the  exiftence  of  this  fifh.  And  he 
adds,  that  fome  traders  from  that  part,  who 
come  annually  to  Bergen,  think  it  as  ridiculous 
to  queftion  its  exiftence,  as  that  of  an  eel  or  a 
cod. 

To  give  a  recent  and  authentic  teftimony  con- 
cerning this  monfter,  which  likewife  exhibits 
fome  deicriprion  of  it,  we  have  that  of  captain 
Laurence  de  Ferry,  a  commander  in  the  navy, 
who  had  his  doubts  concerning  it,  till  he  was 
convinced  by  occular  demonftration. 

The  fubftance  of  this  gentleman's  account  is, 
that  in  a  very  calm,  hot  day,  in  the  month  of 
Auguft  1746,  being  in  his  boat  with  eight  row- 
ers at  Jule-nefs,  and  reading,  he  heard  a  noife 
among  the  men,  and  obferved  the  helms-man 
keep  off  from  the  land.  On  enquiring  the  cc- 
cafion  of  this,  he  was  told  that  a  fea-fnake  was 
before  them  ;  upon  which  he  ordered  them  to 
come  up  with  it,  which  they  did,  though  a- 
fraid. 

The  fnake  paffed  by  them,  and  they  tacked 
to  get  nearer  to  it.  As  it  fwam  fafter  than  they 
could  row,  the  captain  difcharged  a  gun  at  it, 
on  which  the  fnake  immediately  funk  without 
rifing  -,  and  as  the  water  about  it  appeared  thick 
and  red,  and  the  diftance  was  fmall,  the  captain 
thinks  it  might  be  wounded. 

The  head,  which  it  held  more  than  two  feet 
above  water,  refembled  a  horfe's  •,  it  was  grey, 
with  a  quite  black,  and  very  large  mouth  •,  had 
black  eyes,  and  a  long  white  mane,  hanging 
from  the  neck  to  the  furface  of  the  water.  Be- 
fide  the  head  and  neck,  they  faw  feven  or  eight 
folds  of  the  fnake,  which  were  very  thick,  and 
as  far  as  they  could  guefs,  there  was  the  diftance 
of  a  fathom  between  each  fold. 

To  witnefs  the  truth  of  this,  two  of  the  row- 
ers, Nicholas  Pederfon  Kopper,  and  Nicholas 
Nicholibn  Anglewigen,  inhabitants  of  Bergen, 
depofed  in  court,  in  due  form,  before  the  king's 
chief  advocate  in  Bergen,  the  recorder,  and  nine 
fworn  burghers,  on  the  twenty-lecond  of  Fe- 
bruary 1751.  A  copy  of  the  atteftation,  under 
their  hands  and  fealis,  being  granted  by  the  re- 
corder to  Mr.  Reutz,  the  procurator  for  cap- 
tain de  Ferry,  for  whom  the  letter  had  been  ad- 
dreifed  to  him. 

"  Though  one,"  the  bifhop  proceeds,  "  can- 
"  not  have  an  opportunity  of  taking  the  exa<5t 
"  dimenfions  of  this  creature,  yet  all  that  have 
"  feen  him  are  unanimous  in  affirming,  as  well 
"  as  they  can  judge  at  a  diftance,  it  appears  to 
"  be  fix  hundred  feet  long  •,  that  it  lies  on  the? 
"  furface  of  the  water  (when  it  is  very  calm) 
"  in  many  folds,  and  that  there  are,  in  a  line 
"  with  the  head,  fome  fmall  parts  of  the  back 
"  to  be  feen  above  the  water,  wiien  he  moves 
"  or  bends.  Thefe  at  a  diftance  appear  like  fo 
"  many  hogfheads  floating,  with  a  confiderable 

"  diftance 
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"  diftance  between  each.  Five  and  twenty  folds 
"  are  the  greatefl  number  which  are  well  at- 
"  tefted.  The  forehead  is  broad  and  high. 
M  The  whole  animal  is  of  a  dark-brown  colour, 
"  but  variegated  with  light  ftreaks  or  fpots,  that 
"  mine  like  tortoife-fhell.  The  eyes  are  laid  to 
"  be  very  large,  blueifb,  and  to  refemblea  cou- 
"  pie  of  bright  pewter  plates. 

"  The  fpecies  in  the  Norwegian  fea  does  not 
"  fpout  up  the  water  like  a  whale,  but  puts  it 
"  by  its  motion  into  a  great  agitation,  and  makes 
"  it  run  like  the  current  of  a  mill.  The  fkin  of 
"  it  is  as  fmooth  as  glafs,  without  the  leaft  wrin- 
"  kle,  except  about  the  neck,  from  whence  the 
"  mane  arifes." 

"  That  there  is  another  monftrous  kind  of 
"  fea-fnake,  and  particularly  about  Greenland, 
"  appears  by  fome  palTages  cited  by  the  bi£hop  ; 
"  but  particularly  by  an  extract  from  the  reve- 
"  rend  Mr.  Egede's  journal,  who  was  appoint- 
"  ect  to  the  rniffion  there  -,  and  who  affirms, 
"  Tnat  on  the  fixth  of  July,  1734,  there  ap- 
"  peared  a  very  large  and  frighthful  fea-mon- 
"  iter,  which  raifed  itfelf  fo  high  out  of  the  wa- 
"  ter,  that  its  head  reached  above  the  main-top. 
"  It  had  a  long  iharp  ihout,  ipouted  water  like 
"  a  whale,  and  had  very  broad  paws.  The  body 
"  feemed  to  be  covered  with  fcales,  the  fkin  was 
"  uneven  and  wrinkled,  and  the  lower  part  was 
"  formed  like  a  fhake.  After  fome  time  it 
"  plunged  backward  into  the  water,  and  then 
"  turned  its  tail  up  above  the  furface,  a  whole 
"  fhip-length  from  the  head." 

Mr.  Egede  fays,  the  body  was  as  thick  and  large 
as  the  fhip  he  failed  in,  but  he  does  not  mention 
the  burthen  of  the  vefTel;  and  Mr.  Bing,  another 
muTionary,  who  took  a  drawing,  affirms  that 
the  eyes  were  red,  and  like  burning  fire.  The 
reader  will  find  a  confiderable  difference  between 
this  and  the  former  fea-ferpent.  Our  author 
mentions  the  opinion  of  Bernien,  in  his  account  of 
Norway,  and  the  accounts  of  fome  traders  in- 
forming him  that  it  fnapped  a  fingle  man  out  of 
a  boat,  and  has  funk  even  a  veffel  of  fome  hun- 
dred tons  burthen,  by  throwing  itfelf  acrofs  it. 
The  fifhermen,  when  they  cannot  row  from  him 
into  fhallow  water,  row  againft  fome  of  the  folds 
above  water,  or  throw  any  fcuttle  fo  as  to  touch 
him,  on  which  he  generally  dives,  or  takes  ano- 
ther courfe. 

If  they  imagine  themfelves  purfued  by  him, 
they  tack  their  boat  fo,  that  the  fnake  mult  face 
the  fun  in  his  purfuit,  which  his  eyes  cannot 
bear  :  befide,  the  leaft  wind  is  faid  to  drive  him 
to  the  bottom.  July  and  Auguft  are  the  only 
months  in  which  he  rifes  to  the  furface  ;  at  which 
time  his  excrements  (theftench  ofwhichis  thought 
pciionous)  have  been  ken  Moating  on  the  water 
like  a  fat  ilime. 

But  a  much  greater,  and  indeed  the  moft  enor- 
mous animal  that  has  ever  been  mentioned,  with 
expectation  of  gaining  a  ferious  affent,  is  the 
Kraken,  as  we  are  told  it  is  named  by  way  of 
eminence  •,  whence  it  probably  fignifies  the 
Creature.  By  others  it  is  called  Crabben,  from 
its  fuppofed  refemblance  to  a  crab,  being  round, 
flat,  and  full  of  arms  or  branches.     As  this  im- 


mane  monfter  is  likely  to  exercife  the  reader's 
faith  and  imagination  fiill  more  than  the  fea-fer- 
pent, we  could  wiih  the  evidence  of  it  had  been 
at  leaft  as  particular  and  cogent,  which  is  not 
altogether  the  cafe. 

Now  as  a  full  grown  Kraken  has  never  been 
feen  in  all  its  parts  and  dimensions,  an  accurate 
furvey  of  which  muft  employ  fome  time,  and 
not  a  little  motion,  it  is  impoffible  to  give  a 
compleat  defcription  of  one.  Neverthelefs  we 
fhall  fubmit  the  probability  of  its  exiftence  on 
the  beft  information  our  author  could  col- 
left,  which  feems  to  have  fixed  his  own  belief 
of  it, 

"  Our  fifhermen,"  fays  the  author,  "  unani- 
"  moufly  and  invariably  affirm,  that  when  they 
"  are  feveral  miles  from  the  land,  particularly 
"  in  the  hot  fummer  days,  and  by  their  diftance, 
"  and  the  bearings  of  fome  points  of  land,  ex- 
"  peel:  from  eighty  to  a  hundred  fathoms  depth, 
"  and  do  not  find  but  from  twenty  to  thirty  j 
"  and  more  efpecially  if  they  find  a  more  than 
"  ufual  plenty  of  cod  and  ling,  they  judge  that 
"  the  Kraken  is  at  the  bottom:  but  if  they  find 
"  by  their  lines,  that  the  water  in  the  fame  place 
"  ftill  fhallows  on  them,  they  know  he  is  rifing 
"  to  the  furface,  and  row  off  with  the  greateft 
"  expedition,  till  they  come  into  the  ufual 
"  foundings  of  the  place  •,  when,  lying  on  their 
"  oars,  in  a  few  minutes  the  monfter  emerges, 
"  and  fhews  himfelf  plainly,  though  his  whole 
"  body  does  not  appear." 

"  Flis  back,  or  upper  part,  which  feems  to  be 
"  an  Englifh  mile  and  a  half  in  circumference, 
"  (and  fome  fay  more)  looks  at  firft  like  a  number 
"  of  fmall  iflands,  furrounded  with  fomething 
"  that  floats  like  fea  weeds. 

"  At  length  appear  feveral  bright  points  or 
"  horns,  which  grow  thicker  the  higher  they 
"  emerge,  and  fometimes  ftand  up  as  high  and 
"  large' as  themafts  of  middle-fired  vefTels  :  and 
"  in  a  little  time  it  finks  flowly,  which  is  ac- 
"  counted  as  dangerous  as  its  rifing,  fince  it 
"  caufes  fuch  a  fwell  and  whirlpool,  as  draws 
"  every  thing  down  with  it  like  that  of  Mael- 
"  ftrom." 

Our  author  regrets  the  omiffion  of,  probably, 
the  only  opportunity  that  ever  has,  or  may  be 
prefented,  of  furveying  it  alive,  or  feeing  it 
entire  when  dead.  This  he  informs  us,  did 
once  prefent,  on  the  credit  of  the  reverend 
Mr.  Friis,  (minifter  at  Nordland,  and  vicar  of 
the  college  for  promoting  Chriftian  knowledge) 
who  informed  him  that  in  1680,  a  Kraken 
came  into  the  waters  that  run  between  the  rocks 
and  cliffs  near  Alftahoug  ;  where,  in  turning 
about,  fome  of  its  long  horns  catched  hold  of 
fome  adjoining  trees,  which  it  might  eafily  have 
torn  up,  but  that  it  was  alio  entangled  in  fome 
ciifts  of  the  rocks,  whence  it  could  not  extricate 
itfelf,  butputrified  on  the  lpot. 

Our  author  never  heard  of  any  perfon  being 
deftroyed  by  this  monfter,  but  relates  a  report  of 
the  danger  of  two  fifhermen,  who  came  upon  a 
part  of  the  water  full  of  the  creatures  thick  ilimy 
excrements,  which  he  is  faid  to  void  for  fome 
months,  as  he  likewife  feeds  for  months  toge- 
ther 
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ther  without  voiding  :  they  inftantly  drove  to 
row  off,  but  were  not  quick  enough  in  turning 
to  fave  the  boat  from  one  of  the  Kraken's  horns, 
which  fo  crulhed  the  head  of  it,  that  it  was  with 
difficulty  they  faved  their  lives  on  the  wreck, 
though  the  weather  was  perfectly  calm. 

The  excrement  of  the  Kraken  is  faid  to  at- 
tract other  tith,  on  which  he  feeds-,  which  proper- 
ty was  probably  neceflary,  by  realbn  of  his  flow 
unwieldy  motion,  to  his  fubfiftence  :  as  this 
flow  motion  again  may  be  neceflary  to  the  fe- 
curity  of  fhips  of  the  greater!:  force  and  burden, 
who  muft  be  overwhelmed  on  rencountering  fuch 
an  immenfe  animal,  if  his  velocity  was  equal  to 
his  weight :  the  Norwegians  fuppofing,  that  if 
his  arms,  (on  which  he  moves,  and  with  which 
lie  takes  his  food)  were  to  lay  hold  of  the  largeft 
man  of  war,  they  would  pull  it  down  to  the 
bottom. 

In  confirmation  of  the  reality  of  this  animal, 
the  bifhop  cites  Debes's  defcription  of  Faroe, 
for  the  exiftence  of  certain  iflands,  which  fud- 
denly  appear,  and  as  fuddenly  vanifh.  "  Ma- 
"  ny  fea-taring  people,"  he  adds,  "  give  ac- 
"  count  of  fuch,  particularly  in  the  North  Sea, 
"  which  their  fuperftition  has  either  attributed 
"  to  the  delufion  of  the  devil,  or  confidered  as 
"  inhabited  by  evil  fpirits." 

But  the  bilhop  fuppofes  fuch  miftaken  iflands 
to  be  nothing  but  the  Kraken,  called  by  fome 
the  Soe  trolden,  or  lea  mifchief  :  in  which  opi- 
nion he  was  greatly  confirmed  by  the  following 
quotation  of  Dr.  Hi  erne,  a  learned  Swede,  from 
baron  Grippenhielm  ;  and  which  is  certainly  a 
very  remarkable  paffage  :  viz. 

"  Among  the  rocks  about  Stockholm  there 
"  is  fometimes  feen  a  track  of  land,  which  at 
"  other  times  difappears  and  is  feen  again  in 
"  another  place.  Burasus  has  placed  it  as  an 
"  ifland  in  his  map.  The  pealants,  who  call 
"  it  Gummars-ore,  fay  that  it  is  not  always 
"  feen,  and  that  it  lies  out  in  the  open  fea,  but 
"  I  could  never  find  it." 

"  On  Sunday  when  I  was  out  amongft  the 
**  rocks,  founding  the  coafts,  it  happened  that, 
"  in  one  place,  I  law  fomething  like  three  points 
"  of  land  in  the  fea,  which  furprized  me  a  lit- 
"  tie,  and  I  thought  I  had  inadvertently  pafled 
"  them  over  before.  Upon  this  I  called  to  a 
"  peafant,  to  enquire  for  Gummars-ore  ;  but 
"  when  he  came  we  could  fee  nothing  of  it : 
"  upon  which  the  peafant  faid,  all  was  well, 
"  and  that  this   prognosticated  a   ftorm,  or  a 

**  great  quantity  of  fifli." To  which  our 

"  author  fubjoins,  "  Who  cannot  difcover  that 
"  this  Gummars-ore,  with  its  points,  and  prog- 
"  noftications  of  fifh,  was  the  Kraken,  mifta- 
"  ken  by  Burceus  for  an  ifland,  who  may  keep 
"  himlelf  about  that  fpot  where  he  rifes  ?" 

He  fays  farther,  that  he  could  add  much  more 
concerning  this  and  other  Norwegian  monfters, 
whole  exillence  he  does  not  take  upon  him  to 
deny  ;  but  that  he  does  not  chufe,  by  a  mixture 
of  uncertain  relations,  to  make  fuch  accounts 
appear  doubtful,  as  he  believes  to  be  true  and 
well  attefted. 

We  muft  acknowledge  that  the  natural  pro- 
penfity  of  mankind  to  the  marvellous,  and  the 


readinefs  of  Writers  to  gratify  this  propenfityj, 
fliould  induce  us  to  be  cautious  of  giving  our  af- 
fent  to  every  relation  of  the  extraordinary  kind 
that  does  not  come  to  us  well  attefted  :  but 
a  rational  enquiry  will  determine  of  every 
l'urprizing  ftory,  by  the  force  and  confiftence 
of  the  evidence  ;  by  the  harmony  or  dif- 
agreement  of  the  various  circumftances  re- 
fpecting  it  ;  and  by  the  analogy  of  the  object 
mentioned,  with  fuch  appearances  in  nature  as 
are  lefs  uncommon,  and  therefore  lefs  aftonifh- 
ing. 

In  the  prefent  inftances,  and  particularly  in 
that  of  the  Kraken,  after  paying  but  a  decent 
refpect  to  the  character,  function,  and  diligence 
of  our  author,  I  think,  as  it  implies  no  contra- 
diction, we  may  admit  the  poflibility  of  its  ex-1 
iftence  ;  though  it  ieems  to  contradict  the  ge- 
neral prepofieflion  of  the  whale's  being  the  larg- 
eft animal  on  our  globe  :  but  were  we  to  fup- 
pofe  a  falmon  or  a  fturgeon  the  largeft  fifli  any 
number  of  perfons  had  feen  or  heard  of,  and 
the  whale  had  difcovered  himfelf  as  feldom,  and 
but  in  part,  as  the  Kraken  ;  it  is  eafy  to  ima- 
gine that  the  exiftence  of  the  whale  would  have 
been  as  much  doubted  by  fuch  perfons  then,  as 
that  of  the  Kraken  may  be  by  others  now. 

It  is  poflible  that  fome  of  our  readers  may  in- 
cline to  an  opinion,  that  fuch  an  extenfive  mon» 
fter  would  encroach  on  the  fymmetry  of  nature, 
and  be  over-proportionate  to  the  fize  of  the  globe 
itfelf :  as  a  little  retrofpection  will  inform  us, 
that  the  breadth  of  what  is  feen  of  him,  fuppo- 
fing  him  nearly  round,  muft  be  full  two  thou- 
fand  fix  hundred  feet,  (if  more  oval  or  crab- 
like, full  two  thoufand,)  and  his  thickneis,  which 
may  rather  be  called  altitude,  at  leaft  three 
hundred  ;  our  author  declaring,  he  had  chofen 
the  leaft  circumference  mentioned  of  the  animal, 
for  the  greater  certainty. 

Thefe  dimenfions,  neverthelefs,  we  apprehend, 
will  not  argue  conclufively  againft  the  exiftence 
cf  the  animal,  though  confiderably  againft  a  nu-. 
merous  increafe  or  propagation  of  it.  In  fact, 
the  great  fcarcity  of  the  Kraken,  his  confine- 
ment to  the  North  Sea,  and  perhaps  to  equal 
latitudes  in  the  fouth  •,  the  fmall  number  propa- 
gated by  the  whale,  who  is  viviparous  ;  and  by 
the  largeft  land  animals,  of  whom  the  elephant 
is  faid  to  go  near  two  years  with  young,  all  in- 
duce us  to  conclude  from  analogy,  that  this 
creature  is  not  numerous. 

This  coincides  with  a  paffage  in  a  manufcript 
afcribed  to  Svere,  king  of  Norway,  as  it  is  cited 
by  01.  Wormius  in  his  Mafasum,  p.  280,  in  La- 
tin, which  we  fhall  exactly  tranflate. — "  There 
"  remains  one  kind,  which  they  call  Hafgufe, 
"  whole  magnitude  is  unknown,  as  it  is  feldom 
"  feen.  Thofe  who  affirm  they  have  {ttn  its 
"  body,  declare  it  is  more  like  an  ifland  than  a 
"  beaft,  and  that  its  carcafe  was  never  found  ; 
"  whence  fome  imagine,  there  are  but  two  of 
"  the  kind  in  nature." 

Whether  the  vanifhing  ifland  Lemair,  of 
which  captain  Rodney  went  in  fearch,  was  a 
Kraken,  we  fubmit  to  the  fancy  of  our  rea- 
ders. 

In  fine,  if  the  exiftence  of  the  creature  is  ad- 
mitted, 
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mitted,  it  will  feem  a  fair  inference,  that  he  is 
the  fcarceft  as  well  as  the  larger!  in  our  world. 
But  to  return  to  our  author. 

"  The  inhabitants  of  the  mountains,  in  Nor- 
"  way,"  fays  he,  "  do  the  work,  of  horfes,  for 
"  nine  fucceffive  hours,  finging  all  the  time  -, 
"  and  throw  themfelves  every  half  hour  on  the 
**  fnow,  though  in  a  profufe  fweat,  fucking  it 
"  to  flake  their  thirft,  without  the  apprehenlion 
"  of  a  cold  or  fever. 

"  All  the  peafants  are,  in  general,  handy  and 
"  ingenious,  having  no  tradefmen  among  them, 
"  nor  buying  any  thing  made  up  in  the  towns  ; 
"  as  the  farmers  fay  no  body  can  ever  make  a 
"  good  man  without  being  his  own  taylor,  fhoe- 
"  maker,  weaver,  fmith,  carpenter,  &c.  tho' 
"  without  derogating  from  their  ingenuity,  it  is 
"  moft  probable  that  neceflity  is,  in  a  great 
"  meafure,  the  parent  of  it  •,  as  the  produce  of 
"  their  foil  would  be  unequal  to  the  employ  - 
"  ment  of  fuch  a  number  of  tradefmen  :  they 
"  feem,  however,  to  exxel  in  carving  with  their 
"  toll-knife  -,  (a  broad  fhort  one,)  fome  of  the 
"  greateft  artificial  curiofities  in  the  royal 
"  mufeum,  confuting  of  their  carvings  in 
"  wood." 

Our  author  fays  the  Norwegians  do  not  fall 
fhort  of  the  French  in  politenefs,  whom  he  thinks 
they  refemble  moft  of  any  people  •,  their  pea- 
fants being  politer  than  the  Danifh  burghers. 

Their  character  for  valour  appears  well  found- 
ed, on  the  fettlement  their  progenitors  forced 
in  France  ;  from  whence  many  of  their  pofte- 
rity  came  to  England  with  William  the  con- 
queror. But  the  mountaineers,  from  the  diffi- 
culties and  dangers  of  their  country,  and  from 
the  cuftom  of  bearing  arms  very  early,  have 
fome  advantages  in  this  particular.  It  is  how- 
ever to  be  lamented  that  quarrelfomenefs 
and  brutality  refult  from  this  quality  among 
them.  The  peafants  have  formerly  buckled 
themfelves  together  by  their  belts,  and  fought 
with  their  fhort  knives,  till  one  of  them  has  been 
mortally  wounded  -,  fo  that,  till  the  middle  of 
the  laft  century,  our  author  fays,  it  was  cufto- 
mary,  when  the  family  has  been  invited  to  a 
ivtdding,  for  the  wife  to  take  her  hufband's 
ihioud  with  her. 

Except  at  weddings  and  other  entertainments 
the  farmers  do  not  ufe  rye  in  their  bread,  oats 
"being  their  general  corn  -,  and  when  grain  is 
fcarce  they  mix  a  little  oatmeal  with  a  greater 
quantity  of  the  bark  of  the  fir  powdered,  which 
makes  a  bread  that  is  lefs  nutrive  and  bitterifh  •, 
but  which  however  they  accuftom  themfelves  to 
in  plentiful  feafons,  to  be  prepared  againft  a 
time  of  fcarcity.  Indeed,  in  1743,  and  1744, 
they  improved  their  bread  by  fubftituting  elm 
bark,  which  was  becter  tailed. 

In  parts  where  there  were  great  fifheries,  they 
attempted  to  mix  cod-roes  with  oatmeal ;  but 
this  gave  fome  the  bloody-flux.  It  feems  odd, 
that  thev  chufe  to  let  their  fifh  four  before  they 
fait  it.  They  make  a  flock  of  ftrong  ale  againft 
Chriftmas,  chriftenings,  &c.  but  at  other  times 
regale  on  Mungat,  a  very  bad  fmall  beer,  milk, 
and  W3ter,  .or  water  and  four  whey.  They  are 
great  lovers  of  tobacco,  expending  annually  feve- 


ral  thoufand  dollars  in  it,  which  makes  our  au- 
thor, as  a  patriot,  wifh  for  its  perfect  produc- 
tion there  j  fnuft  they  properly  enough  callNaefe- 
meel. 

Their  houfes  are  commonly  built  of  whole 
trunks  of  pine  and  fir-trees,  chopped  fo  as  to 
make  them  lie  clofe,  and  joined  by  mortifes. 
They  are  covered  firfl  with  birch-bark,  and 
over  that  three  or  four  inches  thick  with  turf, 
wherein  fervice-trees  and  good  grafs  grows,  ' 
whence  many  a  farmer  mows  a  pretty  load  of  hay 
from  the  top  of  his  houfe.  They  are  often  let 
to  three,  four,  or  five  families  -,  and  have  a  Stau- 
baret  for  all  their  provifions  at  a  diftance,  for 
fear  of  fire. 

Even  the  rich  farmers  have  feldom  any  win- 
dows, but  a  fky-light,  called  Liur,  at  the  top 
of  the  houfe,  over  which  they  place  the  midriff 
of  fome  animal,  in  a  frame,  to  keep  out  the  rain. 
The  membrane  is  ftrong  and  tranfparent  as  a 
bladder  •,  it  is  calkd  Siaa,  and  lifted  on  or  off 
with  a  pole  •,  which  pole,  every  perfcn  coming 
on  important  bufintfs,  an'd  efpecially  on  court- 
fhip,  muft  touch  before  they  utter  a  word.  The 
fmoak  pafles  through  the  Liur  -,  and  kings,  till 
the  eleventh  century,  lived  in  fuch  houfes. 

The  maftcr  of  the  lioufe,  with  all  his  polite- 
nefs, always  fits  at  the  upper  end  of  the  table  on 
the  Hoy-Ssedet,  [high  feat]  where  he  has  a  little 
cupboard  to  lock  up  his  valuable  things.  They 
burn  the  roots  of  thofe  fir-trees  that  have  been 
cut  down  feveral  years,  for  tar. 

As  a  great  part  of  their  livelihood  is  obtained 
from  the  water,  many  fpend  halfi^heir  time  on 
that  element,  and  die  in  it ;  and  though  their  bo- 
dies arc  feldom  found,  they  have  a  funeral  cere- 
mony and  fermon  call  Gravfeftelfe.  A  minifter 
at  Karfund  affirmed,  that  during  his  refidence 
there,  which  had  been  fifty  years,  there  had  not 
died  above  ten  grown  men  on  ihore ;  and  at 
Chriftianfand,  they  fay  that  moft  of  the  women 
have  had  five  or  fix  hufbands. 

The  lakes  and  rivers  furnifh  the  inhabitants 
with  plenty  of  frefli  water  fifh,  and  the  moun- 
tains i'upply  them  with  game.  For  their  winter 
flock  they  kill  cows,  fheep,  and  goats  ;  part  of 
which  they  pickle  and  fmoke,  and  fome  of  it 
they  cut  in  thin  dices,  fprinkle  it  with  fait,  and 
then  dry  it  in  the  wind,  and  eat  it  like  hung  beef. 
They  are  fond  of  brandy,  and  of  chewing  and 
fmoking  tobacco. 

The  Norwegians  who  live  in  towns  have  no- 
thing Angular  in  their  dre'fs  ;  bur  the  peafants  do 
not  trouble  themfelves  ?.bout  fafhions  :  thofe  cak 
led  ftrile-farmers  have  their  breeches  and  ftcck- 
ings  of  one  piece  ;  they  have  a  wide  loole  jacket, 
made  of  coarie  woollen  cloth,  as  are  likewife  their 
waiftcoats  ;  but  thofe  who  would  appear  fine 
have  the  feams  covered  with  clodi  of  a  different 
colour. 

The  peafants  of  one  parifh  are  remarkable  for 
wearing  black  cloaths  edged  with  red  -,  another 
for  wearing  all  black  •,  the  drefs  of  a  third  parifh 
is  white  edged  with  black,  others  wear  black 
and  yellow,  and  thus  the  inhabitants  of  almoit 
every  parifh  vary  in  the  colour  of  their  ckuths. 
They  wear  a  flapped  hat,  or  a  little  brown,  grey 
or  black  cap,  made  quite  round,  and  the  feams 
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adorned  with  black  ribbons.  They  have  (hoes 
of  a  peculiar  conftruftion,  without  heels,  confid- 
ing of  two  pieces  ;  the  upper  leather  fits  clofe  to 
the  foot,  to  which  the  fole  is  joined  by  a  great 
many  plaits  and  folds. 

When  they  travel,  and  likewife  in  the  winter, 
they  wear  a  fort  of  half-boots,  which  reach  up  to 
the  calf  of  the  leg,  and  are  laced  on  one  fide  ; 
and  when  they  go  on  the  rocks  in  the  fnow,  they 
put  on  fnow-fhoes.  But  as  thefe  are  tnouble- 
fome  when  they  go  a  great  way  to  travel,  they 
put  on  fkates  as  broad  as  the  foot,  but  fix  or 
eight  feet  long,  and  pointed  before-,  they  are 
covered  underneath  with  feal-fkin,  fo  that  the 
fmooth  grain  of  the  hair  turns  backward  to  the 
heel.  With  thefe  fnow  fkates  they  fiide  about 
on  the  fnow  as  well  as  they  can  upon  the  ice, 
and  falter  than  any  horfe. 

The  peafant  never  wears  a  neckcloth,  or  any 
thing  of  that  kind,  except  when  he  is  dreffed  : 
for  his  neck  and  breaft  are  always  open,  and  he 
lets  the  fnow  beat  into  his  bofom.  On  the  con- 
trary, he  covers  his  veins,  binding  a  woollen 
fillet  round  his  wrift.  About  their  body  they 
wear  a  broad  leather  belt,  ornamented  with  con- 
vex brafs  plates  ;  to  this  hangs  a  brafs  chain, 
which  holds  their  large  knife,  gimblet,  and  other 
tackle. 

The  women  at  church,  and  in  genteel  aflem- 
blies,  drefs  themfelves  in  jackets  laced  clofe,  and 
have  leather  girdles,  with  filver  ornaments  about 
them.  They  alfo  wear  a  filver  chain  three  or 
four  times  round  the  neck,  with  a  gilt  medal 
hanging  at  the  end  of  it.  Their  handkerchiefs 
and  caps  are  almoft  covered  with  fmall  filver, 
brafs,  and  tin  plates,  buttons,  and  large  rings, 
{jjch  as  they  wear  on  their  fingers,  to  which  they 
hang  again  a  parcel  of  fmall  ones,  which  make 
a  gingling  noife  when  they  move.  A  maiden- 
bride  has  her  hair  plaited,  and  hung  as  full  as 
poffible  with  fuch  kind  of  trinkets,  as  alfo  her 
cloaths. 

The  peafants  are  bufied  in  cutting  wood,  fell- 
ing and  floating  of  timber,  burning  charcoal, 
and  extracting  of  tar.  Great  numbers  are  em- 
ployed in  the  mines,  and  at  the  furnaces  and 
ftamping  mills  ;  and  alfo  in  navigation  and  fiih- 
ing,  beiide  hunting  and  {hooting  -,  for  every 
body  is  at  liberty  to  purfue  the  game,  efpecially 
in  the  mountains,  and  on  the  heaths  and  com- 
mons, where  every  peafant  may  make  ufe  of 
what  arms  he  pleafes. 

Some  of  the  inhabitants  procure  a  very  good 
maintenance  by  the  catching  of  birds  ;  but  it  is 
impoflible  to  give  a  juft  idea  of  the  fatigue  and 
danger  with  which  they  fearch  for  the  birds  in 
the  high  and  fteep  rocks,  many  of  which  are 
above  two  hundred  fathoms  perpendicular. 

Thefe  people,  who  are  called  bird-men,  have 
two  methods  of  catching  them  :  they  either  climb 
up  thefe  perpendicular  rocks,  or  are  let  down 
from  the  top  by  a  ftrong  and  thick  rope  :  when 
they  climb  up  they  have  a  large  pole  of  eleven  or 
twelve  ells  in  length,  with  an  iron  hook  at  the 
end  :  they  who  are  underneath  in  a  boat,  or 
ftand  on  a  cliff,  fatten  this  hook  to  the  waiftband 
of  the  man's  breeches  who  climbs,  by  which 
means  they  help  him  up  to  the  higheft  projection 
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he  can  reach,  and  fix  his  feet  upon :  they  then 
help  up  another  to  the  fame  place,  and  when 
they  are  both  up,  give  them  their  bird-poles,  and 
a  long  rope  which  they  tie  at  each  end  round 
their  waifts. 

This  being  clone,  one  climbs  up  as  high  as  he 
can,  and  where  it  is  difficult,  the  other,  by  put- 
ting his  pole  under  his  breech,  pufhes  him  up 
till  he  gets  to  a  good  ftanding-place  :  the  up- 
permolt  of  the  two  then  helps  the  other  up  to 
him  with  the  rope  ;  and  thus  they  proceed  till 
they  get  to  the  part  where  the  birds  build,  and 
there  they  fearch  for  them. 

As  they  have  many  dangerous  places  yet  to 
climb,  one  always  feeks  a  convenient  place  to 
ftand  fure,  and  be  able  to  hold  himfelf  fall,  while 
the  other  is  climbing  about.  If  the  latter  fhould 
happen  to  flip,  he  is  held  up  by  the  other  who 
ftands  firm  ;  and  when  he  has  got  fafe  by  thofe 
dangerous  places,  he  fixes  himfelf  in  the  fame 
manner,  that  he  may  aflift  the  other  to  come 
iafe  to  him  •,  and  then  they  clamber  about  after 
birds  where  they  pleafe  :  but  accidents  fome- 
times  happen  ;  for  if  the  one  dot:;  not  ftand  firm^ 
or  is  not  ftrong  enough  to  fupporc  the  other  when 
he  flips,  they  both  fall  and  are  killed  ;  and  thus 
fome  perilh  every  ye.:,-; 

When  they  thus  reach  the  t'.aces  that  are  fel- 
domvifited,  theyfinu  the  birds  fo  tame  that  they 
can  take  them  with  their  hand;  ;  for  trey  are 
loth  to  leave  their  young  •,  but  where  they  are 
wild,  they  either  throw  a  net  over  them  in  the 
rock,  or  entangle  thofe  that  are  flying  with  a  nee 
fixed  to  the  end  of  their  poles. 

Thus  they  catch  vaft  numbers  of  fowls,  and 
the  boat  keeping  underneath  them,  they  throw 
the  dead  birds  into  it,  and  foon  fill  the  veflel. 
When  the  weather  is  tolerably  good,  and  there 
is  a  great  deal  of  game,  the  birdmen  will  conti- 
nue eight  days  together  on  the  rocks  ;  for  there 
are  here  and  there  holes  in  which  they  can  lecure- 
ly  take  their  repofe  :  they  draw  up  provifions 
with  lines,  and  boats  are  kept  coming  and  go- 
ing to  take  away  the  game. 

On  the  other  hand,  many  rocks  being  fo  fteep 
and  dangerous  that  they  cannot  pofiibly  climb 
up  them,  they  are  then  let  down  from  above  ; 
when  they  have  a  ftrong  rope  eighty  or  an  hun- 
dred fathoms  long.  One  end  of  it  the  birdman 
fattens  about  his  waift,  and  drawing  it  between 
his  legs,  fo  that  he  can  fit  on  it,  he  is  let  down 
with  his  bird  pole  in  his  hand,  by  fix  men  at  the 
top,  who  let  the  rope  fink  by  degrees,  but  lay  a 
piece  of  timber  on  the  edge  of  the  rock  for  it  to 
fiide  on,  to  prevent  its  being  torn  to  pieces  by 
the  (harp  edge  of  the  ftones.  Another  line  is 
fattened  round  the  man's  waift,  which  he  pulls  to 
give  figns  when  he  would  have  them  pull  him  up, 
let  him  lower,  or  keep  him  where  he  is.  He 
is  in  great  danger  of  the  ftones  loofening  by  the 
rope,  and  falling  upon  him  ;  he  therefore  wears 
a  thick  furred  cap  well  lined,  which  fecures  him 
from  the  blows  he  may  receive  from  fmall  ftones  ; 
but  if  large  ones  fall,  he  is  in  the  greateft  hazard 
of  lofing  his  life. 

Thus  do  thefe  poor  men  often  expofe  them- 
felves to  the  moft  imminent  danger,  merely  to 
get  a  fubfiftence  for  their  families.     There  are 
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fome  indeed  who  fay  there  is  no  great  hazard  in 
it,  after  they  are  accuilomed  to  it  ■,  but  at  firll 
the  rope  turns  round  with  them,  till  their  heads 
are  giddy,  and  they  can  do  nothing  to  fave  them- 
felves. 

Thofe,  who  have  learnt  the  art  make  a  play 
of  it  •,  they  put  their  feet  againfl  the  rock,  throw 
themfelv  s  feveral  fathoms  out,  and  pufh  them- 
felves  into  what  place  they  pleafe.  They  even 
keep  themfelves  out  on  the  line  in  the  air,  and 
catch  with  their  poles  numbers  of  birds  flying  out 
of  and  into  their  holes. 

The  greateft  art  is  required  in  throwing  them- 
felves out,  fo  as  to  fwing  under  the  projection  of 
a  rock  where  the  birds  gather  together  :  here 
they  fix  their  feet,  loofen  themfelves  from  the 
rope,  which  they  fallen  to  a  ftone,  to  prevent  its 
fwinging  out  of  their  reach,  and  then  the  man 
cli'nbs  about  and  catches  the  birds,  either  with 
his  hands  or  his  pole  •,  and  when  he  has  killed  as 
many  as  he  thinks  proper,  he  ties  them  together, 
fallens  them  to  the  fmall  line,  and  by  a  pull 
gives  a  fign  for  thofe  above  to  draw  them  up. 
In  this  manner  he  works  all  day,  and  when  he 
w:.nts  to  go  up,  he  gives  a  fign  to  be  drawn  up, 
or  elfe  works  himlelf  up  with  his  belt  full  of 
birds. 

When  there  arc  not  people  enough  to  hold 


the  rope,  the  birdman  fixes  a  poll  in  the  ground, 
fallens  his  rope  to  it,  and  Hides  down  without 
any  help  to  work  as  before. 

In  fome  places  there  are  lleep  cliffs,  of  a  pro- 
digious fize,  lying  under  the  land,  and  yet  more 
than  a  hundred  fathoms  above  the  water,  which 
are  likewife  very  difficult  to  be  got  at.  They 
help  one  another  down  thefe  cliffs  in  the  manner 
abovementioned,  and  taking  a  ftrong  rope  with 
them,  fallen  it  here  and  there  in  the  cliff,  where 
they  can,  and  leave  it  all  the  fummer  :  upon  this 
they  Will  run  up  and  down,  and  take  the  birds 
at  pleafure. 

It  is  impoflible  to  defcribe  how  frightful  and 
dangerous  this  bird-catching  appears  to  the  be- 
holders, from  the  vaft  height  and  exceflive  fteep- 
nefsofthe  rocks,  many  of  which  hang  over  the 
lea  :  it  feems  impoflible  for  men  to  enter  the 
holes  under  thefe  projections,  or  to  walk  two 
hundred  yards  high  on  crags  of  rock  where  they 
can  but  juft  fix  their  toes. 

When  they  have  brought  their  birds  home, 
they  eat  fome  of  them  frelh,  and  fome  are  hung 
up  to  dry  for  the  winter  feafon.  Thefe  birds 
afford  the  inhabitants  a  very  gocd  maintenance, 
partly  from  their  fielh  and  eggs,  and  partly 
from  their  feathers  and  down,  which  are  gather- 
ed and  fent  to  foreign  parts. 
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Kingdom    of    M  O  R  O  C  C  O. 


IN  the  year  17 19,  a  peace  being  propofed  be- 
tween the  king  of  England  and  the  empe- 
or  of  Morocco,  and  the  honourable  Charles 
Stewart,  Efq-,  being  fent  as  ambaflador  to  treat 
thereof,  landed  in  the  bay  of  Tetuan  on  the  fixth 
of  May  1720,  where  he  found  a  proper  number 
of  tents  pitched  for  the  ufe  of  his  retinue,  and  a 
large  one  which  the  ambaflador  made  choice  of 
to  eat  in  on  his  journey.  Mr.  Windus,  who 
was  one  of  the  ambaflador's  train,  and  who 
wrote  the  account  from  which  this  is  extracted, 
fays,  "  Our  firll  entertainment  was  in  this  tent, 
"  where  they  brought  plenty  of  cucufu,  fowls, 
"  and  a  fheep  roailed  whole  upon  a  great 
"  wooden  fpit,    which  they  fet  upon  the  ta- 


ble, fpit  and  all." 

'Between  three  and  four  o'clock  theBafia  came 
down,  attended  by  about  two  hundred  horfe 
and  three  hundred  foot,  who  having  entered  the 
camp  firing  and  cavalcading,  threw  them- 
felves into  the  form  of  a  half  moon  before  our 
tent,  where  we  had  the  diverfion  of  feeing 
them  exercife  above  an  hour :  this  they  per- 
formed with  great  activity,  the  Bafla  and  his 
brother  often  heading  parties  of  horfe,  who  all 
together  clapping  their  fpurs  to  their  horfes 
fides,  levelled  their  pieces  and  fired  at  each 
other  as  if  they  were  attacking  an  enemy." 
"  After  this  they  took  their  fpears  and  finglcd 
out  each  other  to  tilt,  dexterouflv  putting  by 
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"  the  thruft  of  the  fpear,  though  made  at  their 
"  backs,  while  their  horfes  were  on  full  fpecd  : 
"  in  the  mean  time  the  foot  kept  a  continual 
"  irregular  firing,  every  man  charging  his  piece, 
"  and  firing  into  the  ground  as  fall  as  he  could." 
"  Their  drums  made  a  warlike  found,  and 
"  were  beaten  with  a  heavy  flick  on  the  top, 
"  and  a  fmall  one  at  the  bottom,  keeping  time 
"  to  a  pipe,  that  had  fome  referablance  to  a  fife, 
"  and  founded  very  loud  and  fhrill.  The  caval- 
"  cade  being  over,  the  baffa  welcomed  the  am- 
"  baifador  to  Barbary,  and  invited  him  to  his 
"  tent,  where  he  told  him,  he  would  do  all  in 
"  his  power  to  render  the  country  agreeable  to 
"  him  -,  and  that  he  liked  the  Englifh  better 
"  than  any  other  Chriftian  nation ;  and  fome  other 
"  compliments  having  pafled  between  them, 
"  they  parted." 

"  The  next  morning  the  ambaffador  vifited 
"  the  baffii  at  his  tent,  who  having  renewed  his 
"  compliments,  a  row  of  fine  horfes  were  drawn 
"  up,  which  made  a  noble  appearance,  many 
"  of  their  faddles  being  entirely  covered  with 
"  plate:  the  bafla  then  politely  defired  the  am- 
"  balfador  to  take  which  he  liked  beft  ;  which 
"  having  cione,  each  of  us  chofe  for  ourfelves, 
"  and  then  let  forwards." 

Almoft  all  the  way  to  Tetuan,  which  is  about 
fix  miles,  the  Moors  continued  firing  and  ca- 
valcading.  When  the  ambafTador  entered  the 
town,  he  was  received  by  great  numbers  of  peo- 
ple fhouting  ;  and  on  the  tops  of  the  houfes  the 
women  were  crouded  together  as  thick  as  they 
could  Hand,  drelfed  in  white,  and  fo  muffled 
up,  that  no  part  of  them  could  be  feen  but  their 
eyes. 

The  baffa,  having  drawn  up  his  people  in  a 
large  fquare  before  his  houfe,  he  and  his  bro- 
thers, mounted  on  fine  horfes,  again  fhevved 
their  dexterity  at  the  fpear,  tilting,  and  fome- 
times  darting  their  lances  into  the  air  before 
them,  and  catching  them  again  with  their  horfes 
on  full  fpeed.  The  ambaffador  was  then  con- 
dueled  to  a  houfe  which  had  been  provided  for 
him,  which  was  one  of  the  beft  in  Tetuan,  and 
a  ftable  of  horfes  was  allotted  for  the  ufe  of  him 
and  his  retinue. 

The  ambaffador,  on  the  eighth  of  the  month, 
paid  a  vifit  to  the  baffa,  who  received  him  in 
an  outer  room,  built  long  and  narrow,  like  moft 
of  the  rooms  in  Barbary.  Two  chairs  were 
placed  oppofite  to  each  other,  in  which  the  am- 
baffador and  baffa  fat  down,  and  converted  a- 
bout  an  hour  and  a  half,  during  which  eight  or 
ten  of  the  principal  Moors  of  the  town  flood  be- 
hind the  balTa's  chair  ;  and  when  the  conference 
was  ended,  the  company  were  fhewn  the  Baffa's 
ftables  and  gardens. 

On  the  fifteenth  they  dined  in  a  garden  which 
the  baffa  had  lately  planted  about  three  miles 
from  Tetuan.  It  was  fituated  in  a  pleafant  val- 
ley, almoft  furrounded  with  hills  and  mountains, 
which  being  green  and  woody,  afford  a  moft  en- 
chanting profpecT:  on  every  fide.  A  ftream  ran 
through  the  garden,  which  had  been  conveyed 
thither  from  a  neighbouring  mountain  with  great 
labour. 

Soon  after  dinner  the  governor  of  Tetuan 


came  and  walked  with  the  company,  and  was  (o 
obliging  as  to  gather  and  give  them  the  beft 
fruit.  The  walks  were  feparated  by  cane-work, 
and  there  was  a  handfome  harbour  formed  of 
the  fame  materials,  in  which  was  a  bafon  fup- 
plied  with  water  from  the  above-mentioned 
ftream,  which  the  ambaffador  ordered  to  be  fil- 
led with  punch,  but  it  was  not  without  difficulty 
that  he  perfuaded  the  governor  to  drink  two  or 
three  glaffes. 

The  arbour  was  rendered  extremely  pleafant 
by  a  large  number  of  carnations  growing  through 
the  cane-work,  and  in  at  the  windows.  The 
governor  was  attended  by  his  mufic,  which  con- 
lifted  of  two  perfons  playing  on  fmall  inftru- 
ments,  after  the  manner  of  violins  :  one  had  a 
piece  of  parchment  drawn  tight  over  a  fmall 
hoop,  with  pieces  of  loofe  tin  on  the  fides,  which 
he  fhook  with  one  hand,  while  he  drummed  on 
it  with  the  other,  and  another  perfon  beat  time 
to  their  mufic,  by  ftriking  the  palms  of  his  hands 
together,  very  loud  and  with  great  dexte- 
rity. 

This  part  of  the  country  abounds  with  me- 
lons, figs,  olives,  pomegranates,  apricots,  grapes, 


ns,  lemons  and  oranges. 


On  the  twentieth  the  ambaffador  and  his  at- 
tendants went  with  the  baffa  to  hunt  the  wild 
boar,  in  the  mountains  between  Tetuan .  and 
Ceuta,  when  they  killed  fix,  and  took  three 
young  ones  alive.  The  fpears  ufed  by  the  foot, 
are  not  above  half  as  large  as  thofe  carried  by 
the  horfe,  which  are  made  with  a  heavy  and 
tough  wood,  with  the  blade  about  half  a  j  ard 
long,  and  very  thick,  to  prevent  their  Li  cak- 
ing. 

A  large  number  of  people  on  foot  attended, 
thus  armed,  and  getting  on  the  hills,  by  their 
fhouting  railed  the  boars  from  the  woods  and 
thickets,  and  brought  them  in  view  for  the 
chafe. 

If  one  of  the  men  is  attacked  by  a  boar,  he 
docs  not  fhew  the  leaft  fign  of  fear  ;  but  putting 
himfelf  in  as  firm  a  pollute  as  lie  can,  he  re- 
ceives the  boar  on  his  fpear,  who  gores  himfelf 
up  to  the  end  of  the  blade,  where  an  iron  goes 
acrofs,  to  flop  the  fpear  from  running  through^ 
otherwile  the  boar  preffing  on,  would  reach  the 
man,  and  wound  him  with  his  tulks. 

Tetuan,  which  is  a  very  ancient  city,  was 
called  by  the  Romans  Tetuanum,  and  gives 
name  to  a  large  province.  It  is  fituated  at  the 
opening  of  the  ftreights  into  the  Mediterranean, 
upon  the  afcent  of  a  rocky  hill  between  two  high 
mountains,  about  fix  miles  from  the  lea,  and 
has  a  caftle  built  higher  on  the  hill,  that  has  a 
full  command  of  the  town.  Through  the  val- 
ley runs  a  little  river  navigable  for  fmall  veffels 
as  far  as  Marteen,  a  place  about  two  miles 
from  the  bay,  where  they  load  and  unload  their 
goods. 

Tetuan  is  well  built  -,  but  the  ftreets  are  very 
narrow,  and  there  are  hardly  any  windows  to 
be  feen,  except  little  holes  to  look  out  at  :  the 
light  being  admitted  at  the  infide  where  there 
is  a  fquare  court  open  at  the  top,  with  pillars 
fupporting  galleries,  and  painted  wooden  baluf- 
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The  houfes  are  but  two  ftories  high,  except 
the  bafla's  and  a  few  others,  belonging  to  par- 
ticular men.  They  are  flat  at  the  top,  fo  that 
in  many  places  the  inhabitants  can  walk  a  great 
way  upon  them  ;  but  thole  who  belong  to  the 
Chriftian  merchants  have  battlements,  to  keep 
them  within  the  bounds  of  their  own  houfes  : 
for  the  Moorifh  women  live  in  the  upper  apart- 
ments, and  often  vifit  one  another  from  the  tops 
of  their  houfes. 

They  arc  white  wafned  on  the  outfide  as  well 
as  within,  which  renders  the  reflection  of  the 
fun  fo  bright,  as  to  be  painful  to  the  eyes.  Their 
walls  are  not  railed  by  laying  brick  or  ftone  even 
upon  one  another  ;  but  they  make  a  ftrong 
wooden  cafe,  into  which  they  caft  the  mortar, 
and  beating  it  down  hard,,  take  the  cafe  away 
when  it  is  dry. 

The  fnops  are  very  fmall,  and  have  no  doors  •, 
but  the  matter  having  opened  the  fhutters  jumps 
in,  and  fits  crofs-legged,  upon  a  place  raifed  a- 
bout  the  height  of  a  counter.  The  goods  are 
dilpoied  in  drawers  round  about  him,  which  he 
can  for  the  moft  part  reach  without  moving  out 
of  his  place,  his  cuftomers  Handing  in  the  ftreet 
while  they  are  ferved. 

The  tov/n  is  populous  and  healthful ;  but  the 
people  are  poor,  and  poflefs  nothing  but  at  the 
pleafure  of  the  bafla,  who  gives  or  takes  away 
houfes,  lands,  or  whatever  he  pleafes.  There- 
fore when  a  man  by  his  diligence  and  induftry 
has  acquired  wealth,  he  endeavours  to  conceal 
it,  and  feem  poor  •,  for  if  it  fliould  come  to 
the  knowledge  of  the  bafla,  he  might  throw 
him  into  prifon,  and  caufe  him  to  be  baftina- 
doed  to  make  him  difcover  all  his  treafures. 

The  people  are  of  a  fwarthy  complexion,  in- 
termixed with  a  race  of  well  looking  men, 
fomewhat  fairer  than  the  reft  :  they  are  gene- 
rally lufty,  ftrong-limbed,  active,  laborious, 
and  patient  of  labour  and  fatigue,  enduring 
with  furprifing  refolution  the  heats  of  fum- 
mer,  and  the  cold  rains  of  winter. 

A  meflenger  will  go  from  Tetuan  to  Mequi- 
nez,  which  is  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles,  for  a 
Barbary  ducat,  and  in  the  midft  of  a  ftorm  of 
roin,  he  will  only  look  out  for  a  bufli  or  high 
ftone,  and  fitting  down  on  his  hams  with  his  back 
towards  it,  remain  in  that  pofture  the  whole 
night,  or  if  the  weather  be  fair,  he  will  wrap  him- 
felf  in  his  cloaths,  and  pals  the  night  upon  the 
grafs. 

It  is  faid  that  the  moft  famous  footmen  of  the 
country  will  go  fixty  leagues  in  three  days.  They 
fwim  the  rivers  in  the  depth  of  winter,  if  not  de- 
terred by  the  rapidity  of  the  current  ;  and  for  a 
journey  of  feven  or  eight  days  carry  only  a  little 
meal,  and  a  few  raifins  or  figs  in  a  fmall  goat's 
fkin. 

They  have  no  fettled  poft  in  the  country,  the 
ordinary  way  of  fending  letters  being  by  thefe 
footmen,  who  are  nearly  as  expeditious  as 
horfes.  Nor  have  they  any  kind  of  wheel  car- 
riage ■,  their  light  goods  are  removed  from 
place  to  place,  if  not  far,  on  horfes  ;  but  when 
they  have  great  quantities  either  of  corn,  wax, 
hides,  or  the  like,  and  go  far,  they  ufe  ca- 
mel 


The  drefs  of  the  people  is  not  ungraceful. 
The  men  wear  ftiort  fhirts  with  very  broad 
fleeves  that  fometimes  hang  down,  but  are 
more  frequently  tucked  up  to  keep  them  cool. 
They  have  linnen  breeches  tied  about  their 
waifts  next  the  fkin.  They  go  bare  legged,  but 
wear  flippers  of  red  or  yellow  leather  without 
heels. 

Over  their  Ihirt  they  wear  a  clofe  veft  or  waift- 
coat,  very  fhort,  and  made  to  fit  clofe  to  the  bo- 
dy •,  it  is  fattened  with  fmall  buttons  and  loops 
fet  clofe  together,  and  is  often  embroidered  with 
gold  or  filver  thread.  Round  the  waift  they  wear 
a  fcarf  of  filk  or  fluff",  in  which  they  flick  large 
knives,  with  the  handles  either  of  fome  valuable 
metal,  or  ivory  inlaid,  and  the  fheaths  are  tipt 
with  filver. 

Their  outer  garment  is  either  the  alhague,  or 
albornooce  -,  the  former  is  a  piece  of  fine  white 
woollen  fluff  five  or  fix  yards  long,  and  about 
one  and  a  half  broad,  which  they  wrap  round 
them  above  and  below  their  arms  •,  this  drefs 
refembles  the  drapery  of  antique  figures  :  the 
albernooce  is  either  made  of  cloth  or  woollert 
fluff"  napt,  and  fomewhat  refembles  a  fhort 
cloak,  but  is  jointed  a  little  way  before  from 
the  neck  downwards,  having  two  or  three  rows 
of  ftiort  ftripes  worked  in  the  fluff  and  fringed 
at  the  ends  for  ornament  •,  the  bottom  and  fides 
are  edged  with  a  deep  fringe  ;  and  behind  at 
the  neck  there  hangs  a  peaked  cowl,  with  a  taf- 
fel  at  the  end,  which  they  can  cover  their  heads 
with  to  keep  off  the  weather. 

On  their  heads,whkh  they  always  keep  fhaved, 
they  wear  a  little  red  cap,  which  they  make  into 
a  turban  by  rolling  mullin  about  it.  But  when 
;  they  go  into  the  country  they  wear  a  handfome 
cane  hat  to  keep  off  the  fun.  The  Alcaydes  have 
a  broad  leather  belt  embroidered  with  gold  to 
hang  their  fcymitars  in,  which  they  wear  over 
their  fhoulder. 

The  Moors  in  general  are  drefled  after  this 
manner,  without  any  other  difference  than  in 
the  richnefs  and  fincnefs  of  the  fluffs  ;  only  the 
upper  garment  of  the  pooreft  fort  is  a  coarle 
thick  woollen  cloth  with  holes  to  put  their  arms 
through  inftead  of  fleeves.  This  reaches  to 
their  knees,  and  hangs  lcofe  about  their  bo- 
dies. 

When  the  women  go  abroad,  they  are  drefled 
almoft  like  the  men,  their  upper  garment  being 
an  alhague,  with  which  they  cover  their  heads, 
bringing  it  down  over  their  foreheads  clofe  to 
their  eyes,  and  underneath  tie  a  piece  of  white 
cloth,  to  hide  the  lower  part  of  the  face.  The 
alhague  covers  all  but  their  legs,  which,  when 
they  are  at  home,  or  vifit  from  the  tops  of  their 
houfes,  are  generally  naked  ;  only  fome  of  fu- 
perior  rank  have  their  drawers  fo  long,  that  they 
reach  to  their  feet,  and  hang  in  great  loofe 
folds  about  their  legs.  They  wear  the  fame 
kind  of  flippers  as  the  men. 

Within  doors,  they  have  only  a  fingle  binder 
about  their  foreheads,  and  their  hair  hangs  be- 
hind in  two  large  plaits  at  full  length.  At  home 
they  alfo  wear  a  veil  open  from  the  bofom  to 
the  waift,  to  fhew  their  embroidered  fmocks  j 
and  they  fatten  large  pieces    of  muffin  to  the 
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fleeves  of  their  vefts,  which  hang  down  very- 
low  in  the  nature  of  ruffles  ;  over  their  drawers 
they  wear  a  fhort  petticoat  ;  befides  they  have 
bracelets  on  their  arms  and  legs,  and  large  ear- 
rings in  their  ears. 

The  women  have  fine  eyes,  and  fome  of  them 
very  beautiful  fkins,  which  we  had  ibmetimes 
an  opportunity  of  obferving  •,  for  though  a  man 
may  live  a  year  in  Tetuan  without  feeing  the 
face  of  a  Moorifh  woman  in  the  ftreets,  yet 
when  we  met  them  in  the  fields,  or  faw  them  on 
the  houie  tops,  if  none  of  the  Moors  were  in 
fight,  they  would  unveil,  and  laugh,  till  the  ap- 
pearance of  one  obliged  them  to  hide  their  faces 
again. 

When  any  of  the  Moors  have  a  mind  to  en- 
tertain their  neighbours,  the  women  go  to  the 
top  of  the  houie,  and  continue  there  till  the 
guefts  are  gone  :  their  general  entertainment 
confifts  of  culCufu,  which  is  thus  made  •,  they 
put  fine  flour  into  a  large  fiat  pan,  and  iprink- 
ling  it  with  water,  roll  it  up  into  fmall  balls  ; 
thofe  are  put  into  a  kind  of  cullender  that  ferves 
for  the.  cover  of  a  pot,  where  meat  and  fowls  are 
ftewing,  fo  that  it  receives  the  heat  and  fteam: 
when  it  is  enough  they  pour  ilrong  broth  into 
it,  and  putting  the  meat  and  fowls  at  top  ferve 
it  up. 

They  fit  crofs-legged  on  the  floor,  putting 
their  dilhes  upon  a  large  piece  of  greafy  leather, 
that  ferves  both  for  table  and  table  cloch.  Their 
difhes  are  either  of  pewter  or  earthenware,  wide 
at  tile  top,  and  narrow  at  the  bottom,  fome- 
what  like  a  high  crowned  hat  turned  with  the 
crown  downward. 

While  they  eat,  a  fervant  ftands  by  with  a 
great  bowl  of  water  in  one  hand,  and  a  narrow 
long  piece  of  blue  linnen  in  the  other,  to  wipe 
their  right  hands,  with  which  they  pull  the  vic- 
tuals to  pieces,  which  are  generally  ftewed  to 
rags.  They  never  ufe  the  left  hand  in  eating  ; 
becaufe  that  is  always  ufed  on  necefiary  oecafi- 
ons.  They  eat  without  fpeaking,  and  after  their 
meals  drink  water,  their  religion  forbidding 
them  wine  and  all  other  intoxicating  liquors,  ex- 
cept cyder  ;  yet  moft  of  them  will  get  drunk 
with  ilrong  liquors  of  any  kind,  if  they  can  get 
it. 

They  are  fo  fond  of  butter-milk,  which  is  their 
chiet  defert,  that  when  they  would  fpeak  of  the 
extraordinary  fweetnefs  of  any  thing,  they  com- 
pare it  to  that.  A  large  black  pitcher  of  it  is 
generally  brought  in,  with  a  wooden  ladle, 
which  is  prefented  to  the  moft  confiderable  per- 
fon,  and  from  him  it  pafies  round  the  company 
feveral  times. 

Their  butter,  which  is  bad,  is  made  of  all  the 
milk  as  it  comes  from  the  cow,  by  putting  it 
into  a  fkin,  and  fhaking  it-till  the  butter  fepa- 
rates  from  it.  They  bury  it  in  the  ground  to 
make  it  keep,  and  do  not  diflike"  it  when  it  is 
three  or  four  years  old.  They  alfo  wrap  up  the 
cauls,  fuet  and  fat  of  cows,  Iheep  and  goats,  in 
great  rolls,  which  in  winter  are  purchafed  by  the 
poor  inftead  of  butter  :  however  their  bread  is 
exceeding  good  and  cheap. 

Thefe  people  when  at  home  are  always  fitting 
on  matts,  or  lying  ;    and  if  they  go  abroad  on 
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foot,  it  is  never  farther  than  to  make  a  vifif* 
unlefs  bufinefs  requires  it ;  but  they  fpend  five 
or  fix  hours  daily,  fitting  on  their  hams  before 
their  doors,  and  think  it  extremely  ridiculous  to 
walk  up  and  down  a  room.  Why,  fay  they, 
ftiould  a  man  move  from  one  end  of  the  room 
to  another,  without  apparent  caufe  ?  can  he  not 
as  well  remain  where  he  is,  as  co  go  to  the  other 
end,  merely  to  come  back  again  ? 

The  ambaflador  and  his  retinue  leaving  Te- 
tuan on  the  thirteenth  of  June,  began  their  jour- 
ney towards  Mequinez,  and  on  the  eighteenth, 
when  they  were  within  two  miles  of  Alcafiar, 
they  were  met  by  the  governor  of  Tangier,  who 
advanced  towards  them  with  a  fpear  carried  up- 
right by  a  (lave  at  his  horfes  head.  After  he 
had  welcomed  the  ambaflador,  they  were  con- 
ducted towards  the  town,  a  number  of  lufty 
moors  tilting  before  them  ;  the  drums  beat,  fe- 
veral forts  of  mufic  played,  and  the  great  crowds 
of  people  prefled  fo  clofely  upon  them,  as  not 
to  be  kept  off"  by  the  blows  of  the  guards,  till 
they  came  to  the  tents  that  were  pitched  clofe 
to  the  walls  of  Alcafiar. 

Almoft  all  the  way  from  Tetuan  to  Alcafiar, 
on  the  left  of  the  road,  runs  a  ridge  of  very  high 
mountains^  which  the  Moors  call  the  mountains 
of  Habib  ;  thefe  are  inhabited  by  a  people  who 
cannot  be  reduced  to  the  fame  degree  of  fub- 
jeiStion  as  the  reft  of  the  country  :  when  they  are 
treated  civilly  they  bring  a  contribution  to  the 
bafla  ;  but  if.  they  are  ill  ufed,  they  revenge 
themfelves  by  infefting  the  roads,  and  robbing 
and  deflroying  travellers,  retiring  when  necel- 
fary  to  their  retreats  in  the  mountains,  where  it 
would  be  no  eafy  matter  to  annoy  them  ;  where- 
fore the  bafla  chufes  rather  to  accept  peaceably 
what  they  fend  him  voluntarily,  than  to  enrage 
them  by  taking  violent  meafures. 

Alcafiar  was  formerly  a  city  of  importance, 
and  the  feat  of  the  governor  of  that  part  of  the 
kingdom  ;  but  it  is  now  fo  far  decayed,  that  of 
fifteen  mofques,  there  are  only  two  in  which  di- 
vine fervice  is  performed.  At  this  place  are  a 
great  number  of  ftorks  which  live  very  familiar- 
ly with  the  inhabitants,  walking  about  the  town, 
and  poflefiing  the  tops  of  the  mofques  and  the 
houfes  ;  but  though  they  are  efteemed  facred 
birds,  they  are  not  free  enough  to  enter  in  aTul 
fhelter  themfelves  frcm  the  heat  of  the  fun,  fo 
that  fome  of  them  drop  down  dead  daily. 

The  Ambaflador  and  his  retinue  left  Alcaf- 
iar on  the  twenty-fixth  of  June,  and  proceeding 
on  their  journey,  they  on  the  firftof  July  pafied 
by  the  ruins  of  a  very  ancient  and  noble  ftone 
building,  which  the  natives  call  Pharoah's  caftle. 
Thefe  ruins  are  fituated  on  a  hill  of  an  eafy  afcent, 
about  one  hundred  and  forty  miles  fouth  of  Te- 
tuan, and  fixteen  miles  north-eaft  of  Mequinez. 
One  of  the  buildings  feems  to  have  been  part  of 
a  triumphal  arch,  there  being  feveral  broken 
ftones  that  have  inferiptions  lying  underneath. 
It  is  fifty-fix  feet  long,  and  fifteen  thick  ;  and 
the  portal  is  twenty  feet  wide,  and  about  twen- 
ty-fixth in  height. 

About  one  hundred  yards  from  this  arch  ftands 
part  of  the  front  of  a  large  fquare  building,  one 
hundred  and  forty   feet  long,  and  about  fixty 
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feet  high  :  part  of  the  four  corners  are  yet  {land- 
ing •,  and  both  this  ftructure  and  the  gate  are 
adorned  with  pilafters,  fome  of  which  have  ca- 
pitals that  relemble  the  Corinthian  order.  All 
the  country  they  had  hitherto  pafTed  was  pleafant 
and  fertile  ;  the  plains  in  many  places,  abounding 
in  corn  and  cattle,  and  the  hills  and  mountains 
yeilding  plenty  of  olives  ;  though  a  much  greater 
part  lay  wafte  and  uncultivated,  not  fo  much 
from  the  want  of  a  fufficient  number  of  inhabi- 
tants, as  from  the  oppreflions  of  the  govern- 
ment, which  make  the  people  chufe  to  live  at 
fome  diftance  from  the  high  roads,  and  feldom 
cultivate  more  land  than  is  neceifary  for  their 
fubfiftance. 

The  ambafiador  entered  the  city  of  Mequi- 
nez  on  the  third  of  July,  a  little  before  fun-ri- 
fifig,  to  avoid  the  prodigious  crowd  he  would 
have  met  with  had  the  £  ay  been  much  farther 
advanced,  fo  that  he  got  to  his  houfe  without 
much  interruption. 

On  the  fixth  of  the  month  about  feven  in  the 
morning,  the  emperor  fent  an  Alcayde  with  a 
guard  to  conduct  the  ambafTador  to  him  ;  when 
they  palled  through  the  ftreets  in  the  following 
order. 

Firft  there  were  two  ferjeants  on  horfeback 
followed  by  the  ambaifador's  mufic,  which  play- 
ed all  the  way  :  then  came  the  ambafiador  with 
his  lervants  in  livery  on  each  fide,  and  after  him 
the  gentlemen  of  the  retinue,  followed  by  feve- 
ral  lervants  on  horfeback.  The  Alcayde  who 
commanded  the  guard  would  not  permit  any  of 
the  Moors  out  of  the  emperor's  fervice  to  come 
near  the  ambafiador's  train  ■,  fo  that  the  guards 
laid  on  unmercifully,  and  even  knocked  the  peo- 
ple down. 

The  ambafTador  and  his  attendants  difmount- 
ed  at  the  outward  gate  of  the  palace,  and  pafilng 
through  three  or  four  large  court  yards,  fat  down 
under  fome  Piazzas  for  about  half  an  hour;  when 
word  being  brought  that  the  emperor  was  come 
out,  they  were  conducted  into  a  fpacious  place, 
where  they  faw  him  on  horfeback,  with  an  um- 
brella over  his  head  ;  his  courtiers  flood  bare- 
footed on  each  fide  of  him  in  the  habit  of  flaves, 
and  his  guards  were  drawn  up  in  the  figure  of 
a  half- moon  behind  him. 

They  advanced  towards  the  emperor  with 
•  their  mufic  playing,  till  they  came  within  about 
eighty  yards  of  him,  when  the  old  monarch  a- 
lighting  from  his  horfe,  proftrated  himfelf  on 
the  earth  to  pray,  and  continued  fome  minutes 
with  his  face  fo  clofe  to  the  ground,  that  when 
they  came  up  to  him  the  duft  remained  upon  his 
nofe.  His  prayers  being  ended,  he  inftantly 
mounted  his  horfe,  and  took  a  lance  in  his 
hand. 

As  the  ambafTador  and  his  attendants  ap- 
proached the  emperor,  they  bowed  to  him,  who 
nodding  his  head,  cried,  "  Bono,"  feveral  times, 
and  directed  the  ambafTador  to  be  covered,  with 
which  he  complied,  and  at  the  fame  time  deli- 
vered his  majefty's  letter  tied  up  in  a  filk 
handkerchief,  into  the  emperor's  hand,  faying, 
that  he  was  come  from  the  king  of  Great  Britain, 
his  mafter,  to  fettle  peace,  friendlhip,  and  a 
good   understanding  between  the  two  crowns, 


and  that  he  had  brought  him  a  prefenf,  which 
he  hoped  he  would  accept. 

The  emperor  replied,  he  mould  have  every 
thing  he  came  for,  becaufe  he  loved  the  En- 
glifh  ;  and  that  fuch  of  the  Moors  whom  the 
ambafTador  had  brought  over  with  him  as  were 
able,  fhould  pay  their  ranfom,  and  thofe  who 
were  not,  the  bafia  of  Tetuan  fhould  pay  for. 
But  recollecting  himfelf,  he  added,  "  the  En- 
"  glifh  make  no  flaves  nor  fell  any  ,"  upon 
which  the  ambafiador  told  him,  he  hoped  he 
would  have  the  lame  regard  for  the  king  of 
Great  Britain's  fubjecls,  and  permit  them  to  re- 
turn to  their  own  country  ■,  a  charity  becoming 
fo  potent  an  emperor. 

Soon  after  this,  the  emperor  fpeaking  to  the 
bafia  of  Tetuan,  the  latter  proftrated  himfelf  on 
the  earth,  kified  it,  and  then  arifing,  went  up 
to  the  emperor,  and  kified  his  foot.  This  they 
all  do  very  often  when  he  talks  to  them, 
and  then  retire  backwards  into  their  places  again. 
The  emperor  was  mounted  on  a  black  horfe  : 
his  negroes  fanned  and  beat  the  flies  from  ihe 
horfe  with  cloths,  and  the  umbrella  was  con- 
ftantly  kept  twirling  over  his  head  10  produqe 
a  little  wind,  while  the  man  that  held  it  took 
care  to  move  as  the  horfe  did,  that  the  fur* 
might  not  fhinaon  the  emperor. 

His  majefty's  drefs  differed  but  little  from  that 
of  his  bafi'as  ;  but  the  handle  of  his  fcymitar 
was  of  gold,  and  fet  with  large  emerald:,,  and 
his  faddle  was  covered  with  fcarlet  cloth  em- 
broidered with  gold,  with  a  piilol  on  the  left 
fide,  in  a  cloth  cafe. 

The  ambafiador  and  his  retimae  left  the  em- 
peror by  going  backwards  a  confiderable  way,, 
after  which  they  were  conducted  to  fee  the  pa- 
lace, by  his  majefty's  order.  They  were  firft 
led  into  a  large  liquate  building  with  piazzas  all 
round  it,  which  was  the  apartment  of  the  queen 
of  Xeriph.  The  arches  were  wrought  with 
plaifter  fret  work  in  flowers,  and  fupported  by 
neat  ftone  pillars :  the  bottom,  and  the  fide  for 
about  five  feet  high,  were  chequered  with  tiles 
of  feveral  colours,  as  were  all  the  apartments, 
walks  and  pafiages,  which  gave  a  beautiful  air 
of  neatnefs  to  the  buildings. 

From  thtnee  they  were  led  into  a  magazine 
near  a  quarter  of  a  mile  long,  and  not  above- 
thirty  feet  broad,  in  which  were  hung  up  great 
quantities  of  arms  in  cafes. 

They  were  then  conducted  into  another  large 
and  fpacious  building,  with  piazzas  all  round  it 
like  the  former  ;  and  in  this  place  lived  two  of 
the  emperor's  .wives,  who  polTeiTed  great  fhare  of 
his  efteem. 

Pairing  from  thence  through  fome  neat  long 
walks  and  paffages  of  chequer-work,  they  ca 
to  another  building,  that  had  a  large  garden  i 
the  middle,  planted  round  with  tall  cypreis 
trees  :  the  garden  was  funk  fixty  or  feventy  feet 
below  the  foundation  of  the  building,  over 
which  ran  a  terrace-walk  from  one  fide  to  the 
other,  about  half  a  mile  long,  and  fifteen  or  fix- 
teen  feet  broad,  fliadtd  all  the  way  at  the  top 
with  vines  and  other  greens,  fupported  by  ftrong 
and  well  made  wood  work. 

In  this  walk  was  a   chariot  that  went  with 
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fprings,  and  a  fmall  calafh,  in  which  (as  they 
were  informed)  the  emperor  was  fometimes 
drawn  by  women  and  eunuchs. 

From  hence  they  paffed  through  feveral  other 
fquares  and  long  buildings,  now  and  then  feeing 
the  Chriftians  upon  the  top  of  high  walls,  beat- 
ing down  the  mortar  with  heavy  pieces  of  wood, 
fomething  like  thofe  ufed  by  our  paviours  in 
driving  down  the  ftones  •,  thefe  they  all  rife  to- 
gether, and  keep  time  in  their  ftrokes. 

When  they  had  fpent  about  three  hours  in 
viewing  the  place,  they  were  again  conducted 
to  the  emperor,  who  was  on  horfeback,  viewing 
a  magazine  of  lances  and  other  arms.  When 
the  ambaffador  came  up,  the  emperor  afked  him 
now  he  liked  the  palace  ?  To  which  he  replied, 
that  it  was  one  of  the  nobleft  on  the  face  of 
the  earth  ;  and  the  emperor  laid,  "  thank 
"  God." 

Some  Englifh  boys  falling  proftrate,  and  gi- 
ving him  the  ufual  falutation,  "  God  blefs  thy 
"  power."  The  emperor  afked  of  what  nation 
they  were  ;  and  being  told  that  they  were  En- 
glilh,  he'bid  them  go  home  with  the  ambaffa- 
dor,  and  fee  him  to  bed  :  upon  which  the  am- 
baffador returned  the  emperor  thanks,  and  de- 
parted. 

At  night  one  of  the  queens,  fent  fome  provi- 
fions  drclfed  in  the  palace,  and  a  defert  of  fruit, 
defiring  to  know  how  the  ambaffador  did,  and 
wifhing  him  a  good  flight.  The  victuals  were 
ftewed  with  roots  and  fpices,  and  very  high  fea- 
foned. 

On  the  following  day  they  were  again  fent  for 
to  fee  the  palace,  and  were  firft  (hewn  fome 
large  rooms  filled  with  men  and  boys  making 
faddles,  ftocks  for  guns,  fcabbards  for  fcymitars, 
and  other  things. 

From  thence  they  pafTed  through  feveral  large 
neat  buildings,  and  at  length  entered  the  raoft 
inward  and  beautiful  part  of  the  palace,  which 
has  a  garden  in  the  middle,  planted  with  cyprefs 
and  other  trees.  All  the  columns  of  this  build- 
ing, which  is  of  a  vaft  length,  are  of  marble, 
•md  faid  to  be  the  ancient  Roman  pillars,  tranl- 
ported  thither  from  Sallee  ;  the  arches  and  doors 
of  the  apartments  are  finely  adorned. 

Here  one  of  the  queens  fent  them  a  colla- 
tion of  dates,  grapes,  melons,  almonds  and  rai- 
fins,  figs  and  fweetmeats.  Walking  having 
made  them  dry,  the  fruit  was  extremely  wel- 
come ;  they  therefore  fat  down  under  a  p.azza, 
and  were  attended  by  the  maids  of  the  palace, 
whole  jetty  fkins  received  no  fmall  embcllifh- 
ment  from  the  fhining  bracelets,  and  lilver  trin- 
kets they  wore  in  great  plenty  on  their  arms  and 
legs,  with  gold  chains  about  their  necks,  mon- 
ftrous  large  ear-rings,  and  other  African  orna- 
ments. During  this  repaft  they  were  obferved 
by  the  emperor's  women,  though  they  did  not 
know  it  till  afterwards. 

When  their  regale  was  ended  they  parted  from 
their  black  attendants,  and  were  conducted  to 
another  neat  regular  building,  with  piazzas  all 
round.  The  area  was  all  chequer-work,  and 
in  the  middle  was  a  row  of  marble  bafons  at  cer- 
tain diftances,  with  little  channels  cut  in  ftone, 
conveying  water  from  one  to  the  other. 


They  alfo  vifited  the  infide  of  an  apartment 
where  one  of  the  queens  formerly  lived,  and  faw 
the  baths  and  beautiful  cobahs  belonging  to  that 
apartment.  From  thence  they  were  conducted 
through  feveral  other  buildings,  confifting 
chiefly  of  oblong  fquares,  with  piazzas,  under 
which  are  doors  opening  into  the  lodgings,which 
are  generally  ground  rooms.  The  doors  of 
each  building  are  all  of  one  fize  and  form,  fine- 
ly inlaid,  and  fome  of  them  gilt.  In  one  of 
thefe  fquares  was  a  fountain  with  channels  of 
marble,  that  formed  a  very  neat  and  pretty  la- 
byrinth. 

They  afterwards  vifited  fome  other  {lately  co- 
bahs, which  are"  lofty  and  magnificent  rooms, 
each  covereJ  with  a  dome  painted  of  fky  colour, 
adorned  with  ftars,  and  in  the  middle  a  golden 
fun  of  curious  workmanfhip. 

This  palace  is  almoit  fquare,  and  is  about 
four  miles  in  circumference.  It  ltands  on  even 
ground,  and  has  no  hill  near  it.  The  buildings 
are  of  rich  mortar,  without  either  brick  or  ftone, 
except  four  pillars  and  arches,  and  the  mortar 
fo  well  wrought,   that  the  walls  are  like  one  en- 
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exceeding  maffy,  the  outer  wall  being  twenty- 
five  feet  thick. 

Going  to  take  a  diftant  profpect  of  this  ftruc- 
ture,  they  paffed  through  a  large  field  where  on 
each  fide  of  the  path  were  great  numbers  of 
rats  of  a  prodigious  fize,  which  burrowed  in  the 
earth  like  rabbits,  and  ran  about  fo  thick,  that 
the  ground  was  almoft  covered  by  them,  letting 
them  come  within  eight  or  ten  y; 
they  would  go  into  their  holes,  and  having  pal- 
fed  up  to  them,  they  again  appeared  above 
ground,  fo  that  both  before  and  behind  them 
were  vaft  multitudes  of  them. 

At  the  end  of  this  field,  which  is  of  great  ex- 
tent, is  a  garden  'of  pomegranates  planted  in  a 
valley,  over  which  the  emperor  had  built  a  ftone 
bridge,  that  reaches  from  die  top  of  one  hill 
to  the  other,  for  the  more  commoaious  paffirig 
over  them. 

The  ambaffador  had  his  lie ond  audience  on 
the  twenty  fecond  of  July,  when  the  emperor 
had  ordered  all  the  Englifh  captives  to  be  drawn 
up  in  his  palace.  The  ambaffador  went  with 
his  retinue  and  the  mufic  playing  as  before,  and 
found  the  emperor  fitting  under  a  piazza  ;  but 
he  inftantly  mounted  his  horfe,  and  after  the 
firft  compliments,  waved  his  hand  to  the  cap- 
tives, and  bad  them  go  heme  with  the  ami 
fador  into  their  own  country  -,  upon  which  t 
all  fell  proftrate,  crying,  "  God  blefs  thy  power," 
and  were  going  out  of  the  preXence,  when  the 
emperor,  ordering  them  to  flay,  added,  that  he 
loved  the  ambaffador  and  ail  the  Englifh,  be- 
caufe  he  knew  they  loved  him  and  his  houie, 
and  that  there  fhould  not  be  one  Englifh man  a 
ilave  in  his  empire  :  then  waving  his  hand  again . 
to  the  captives,  they  went  away  :  after  which 
the  ambaffador  returned  the  emperor  thanks  for 
the  honour  he  had  done  him,  and  fome  other. 
compliments  having  paffed,  that  prince  turned 
his  horfe,  and  galloped  err. 

The  ambaffador  wenc  on  the  twenty-fifth  to 
vifit    Muley  Ally,  one   of  the  emperor's  fons, 

who 
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who  received  him  fitting  on  a  filk  carpet  wrought 
with  gold  in  large  flowers.  He  had  two  black 
boys  tanning  him,  one  of  them  dreft  in  a  veil  of 
black  and  white  flowered  velvet,  and  the  other 
in  yellow  fpeckled  with  black.  The  prince's 
garment  was  of  rich  cloth  of  gold. 

Chairs  being  brought,  and  the  ambafTador 
being  feated,  he  con\erftd  with  the  prince  by 
means  of  one  of  the  Englifh  captives,  who  reli- 
ed himfelf  on  his  hands  and  knees  at  the  threfhold 
of  the  door,  and  when  he  fpoke  to  the  prince, 
proftrated  himfelf  almoft  clofe  to  the  ground. 

The  converfation  being  at  an  end,  they  were 
conducted  up  ftairs,  and  entertained  with  mufic 
and  wine  till  the  dinner  was  ready,  which  confid- 
ed of  more  than  twenty  large  diflies,  drefled  fe- 
veral  different  ways. 

At  the  diftance  of  about  twelve  leagues  from 
the  city  of  Fez,  Mequinez  is  fituated  in  a  fine 
plain,  and  was  an  inconfiderable  place  before  the 
emperor  chofe  to  build  his  palace  there,  which 
has  rendered  it  the  metropolis  of  a  large  em- 
pire. 

The  Jews  live  in  the  middle  of  the  city,  and 
have  a  place  to  themfelves,  the  gates  of  which 
are  locked  at  night.  They  have  an  Alcayde  to 
protect  them  from  being  plundered  by  the  com- 
mon people  ;  for  as  it  is  death  for  them  to  curfe, 
or  lift  up  a  hand  againft  the  meaneft  Moor,  the 
very  boys  kick  them  about  at  their  pleafure,  a- 
gainft  which  running  away  is  their  only  remedy. 

Very  near  to  Mequinez  on  the  north-weft  fide, 
and  only  divided  from  it  by  a  road,  ftands  a  large 
Negro  town,  that  takes  up  as  much  ground  as 
the  city  ;  but  the  houfes  are  neither  fo  high,  nor 
fo  well  built :  the  emperor  recruits  the  foldiers 
for  his  court,  out  of  its  inhabitants,  who  are  all 
blacks  or  tawnies. 

The  emperor  who  treated  the  Englifh  ambaf- 
fador  with  fuch  civility  was  named  Muley  Ab- 
dallah,  and  had  reigned  about  fifty  years,  being 
then  eighty-feven.  Though  be  behaved  fo  ob- 
ligingly to  the  Englifh,  yet  he  might  juftly  be 
termed  a  monfter  in  the  human  form,  and  one 
of  the  moft  bloody  tyrants  that  every  plagued 
mankind  •,  for  his  life  was  one  continued  fcene 
of  exactions,  murders,  and  the  moft  horrid  acts 
of  cruelty  towards  his  flaves  and  his  miferable 
fubjects  :  yet  this  wretch  was  efteemed  a  faint  ; 
he  was  continually  proftrating  himfelf  on  the 
earth,  to  offer  up  his  petitions  to  Mahomet,  and 
perpetually  exercifing  wanton  acts  of  inhuma- 
nity. 

This  emperor,  by  his  four  wives,  and  the 
many  thoufand  women  he  had  in  his  feraglio, 
during  his  long  reign,  is  faid  to  have  had  feven 


hundred  fons  able   to   mount   a  horfe  ;  but  the 
number  of  his  daughters  is  not  known. 

It  is  a  great  pity  that  fo  fine  a  country  fhould 
be  fubject  to  a  government  that  fo  effectually  dif- 
courages  indultry  and  improvement  :  for  the 
climate  is  delightful,  though  rather  too  hot,  and 
the  foil  extremely  fertile,  producing  almoft  every 
thing  that  can  contribute  to  ufe  and  pleafure,  even 
beyond  what  one  would  imagine  ;  as  nature  in 
a  great  meafure  fupplies  what  is  wanting  in  the 
induftry  of  the  inhabitants. 

They  imitate  the  Spaniards  in  their  manner  of. 
tilling  the  ground,  which  produces   great  quan- 
ties  of   wheat,  barley,  peas,  beans,  hemp    and 
flax  :  and  between  May  and  September  they  reap 
their  corn  three  times. 

It  the  government  would  but  countenance  in- 
duftry, or  even  allow  the  people  to  enjoy  in  peace 
the  fruits  of  their  labour,  the  land  might  be 
made  to  produce  a  hundred  times  as  much  as  is 
confumed  in  the  country  ;  for  it  is  faid  that 
I  fcarcely  a  hundredth  part  of  the  land  is  cultiva- 
ted. 

The  principal  commodities  which  are  export- 
ed from  thence  are  tin,  copper,  hides,  wool, 
cordovans,  dates,  honey,  wax,  raifms,  olives, 
almonds,  gum-arabic,  gum-fandric,  elephant's 
teeth,  oitnch  feathers,  indigo,  and  fine  mats. 

Fez  is  the  centre  of  the  trade  of  the  empire  of 
Morocco,  and  from  thence  the  caravans  go  to 
Mecca  and  Medina,  carrying  goods  into  theeaft, 
from  whence  large  caravans  let  out  every  year  to 
Guinea. 

The  emperor  having  figned  the  articles  of 
peace,  the  ambafTador  left  Mequinez  on  the 
twenty-feventh  of  July,  a  little  before  fun-fet, 
and  travelling  the  fame  road  he  came,  arrived  at 
Tetuan  on  the  twelfth  of  Auguft,  where  fome 
of  the  flaves  died,  as  others  had  done  on  the  road, 
and  one  was  drowned  in  the  river  Alcaflar. 

The  ambafTador  embarked  for  England  with 
two  hundred  and  ninety-fix  of  thefe  captives,  be- 
ing all  that  were  left  alive,  and  had  not  turned 
Moors.  Thefe  informed  Mr.  Windus,  the  au- 
thor of  this  account,  that  when  the  ambafTador 
arrived  at  Mequinez,  there  were  thought  to  be 
eleven  hundred  chriflian  flaves  in  the  kingdom, 
without  reckoning  nineteen  who  had  embraced 
the  Mahometan  religion  •,  there  were  four  hun- 
dred Spaniards,  one  hundred  and  fixty-five  Por- 
tuguefe,  one  hundred  and  fifty-two  French,  fix- 
ty-nine  Dutch,  twenty-five  Genoefe,  and  three 
Greeks  ;  but  fome  of  all  thefe  different  nations 
had  been  induced  to  change  their  religion,  and 
thereby  given  up  all  expectation  of  being  re- 
deemed. 
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OK  the  twenty-fourth  of  October,  1 745, 
Captain  Richard  Veale,  in  the  Infpector 
Privateer,  failed  from  the  Downs  on  a 
cruife,  and  having  taken  two  prizes,  entered  the 
ftreights  of  Gibraltar  on  the  firft  of  January,  and 
the  next  day  the  veffel  fprang  fo  bad  a  leak,  that 
it  was  with  the  utmoft  difficulty  the  crew  kept 
her  above  water  till  the  fourth,  when  finding  all 
farther  efforts  ineffectual,  they  ran  her  afhore  in 
the  bay  of  Tangier. 

As  the  emperor  of  Morocco  was  at  that  time 
under  a  treaty  of  peace  with  the  crown  of  Great 
Britain,  the  crew  expected  a  favourable  recep- 
tion, and  immediate  relief  from  the  Moors  ;  but 
in  this  they  were  greatly  difappointed  ! 

Thofe  who  efcaped  with  their  lives,  and  reach- 
ed the  fhore  firff,  were  ufcd  in  a  very  barbarous 
manner  by  the  Moors,  and  dripped  of  all  their 
cloaths  -,  and  fome,  who  prefumed  to  refill  thefe 
Barbarians,  were  immediately  drowned,  or  0- 
therwife  murdered,  without  mercy. 

A  fmall  number  of  them  got  into  the  town  of 
Tangier  before  night  ;  but  the  greater  part  of 
them  lay  without  the  walls,  and  as  the  feafon 
was  then  very  fharp  and  inclement,  they  were 
half  perifhed  with  cold  and  hunger,  abstracted 
from  the  barbafous  treatment  they  received. 

Twelve  of  the  crew  continued  on  the  wreck 
all  night,  where  they  lpent  their  rime  in  the  moil 
melancholy  manner,  expecting  every  moment  to 
be  fwallowed  by  the  waves,  which  fwelled  like 
mountains,  and  broke  over  their  heads  almoft 
every  minute. 

In  the  morning  the  Moors  lent  out   a  boat  to 

take  them  in,  which  was  no  fooner  done,  than 

they  began  to  ftrip  them  of  every  thing  that  was 

of  the  lead  value,   and  at  the  fame  time  iniulted 

N°  42.  6  K 


them   in  the  moil  cruel  manner,  calling  them 
chriftian  dogs,  infidels,  and  unbelievers. 

Early  the  next  morning,  as  thofe  who  had 


lodged  in  the  town  were 


going 


to  the  beach  to 


take  a  furvey  of  the  wreck,  they  found  the  dead 
body  of  Mr.  Ruffel,  their  furgeon,  extended  on 
the  ground  with  his  face  downwards,  at  a  little 
diftance  from  the  town  walls. 

This  unhappy  gentleman  had  fwam  afhore,' 
but  the  gates  of  the  town  being  fruit,  he  could 
not  pofilbly  get  admittance,  and  having  nothing 
to  nourifh  him  during  the  night,  had  fallen  a  fa- 
crifice  to  cold,  hunger,  and  fatigue. 

Out  of  the  whole  crew,  which  amounted  to  one 
hundred  and  eighty-three  before  the  wreck,  Mr. 
Ruffel  died  as  above-mentioned,  ninety-five  pe- 
rifhed  in  the  waves,  or  were  murdered  by  the 
Moors  •,  and  the  furvivors,  to  the  number  of 
eighty-feven,  with  great  difficulty  obtained  per- 
miffion  to  go  the  Britifh  conful's  houfe  in  a  body,1 
in  order  to  lay  before  him  their  unhappy  circum- 
ftances,  and  obtain  fomething  towards  their  fub- 
fiftence  :  but  the  conful  being  then  at  Gibraltar, 
they  applied  to  the  deputy  conful. 

In  a  few  days  Mr.  Petticrew,  the  conful,  re-' 
turned  from  Gibraltar  in  the  Phoenix  man  of 
war,  and  went  ipftandy  to  the  alcaide,  to  per- 
fuade  him  to  permit  his  unhappy  countrymen  to 


go  over  to  Gibraltar 


but  the  alcaide    laid  that 
with  this  requeit  without 


he  could  not  comply 
orders  from  the  emperor. 

The  captain  of  the  Phcenix  having  lain  one 
night  at  the  conful's  houfe,  went  on  board  the 
next  morning  ;  foon  after  which  the  conful  paid 
a  fecond  vifit  to  the  alcaide,  the  confequence  of 
which  was,  that  he  lent  our  unfortunate  fuffer- 
ers  word,  that  there  were  no  hopes  of  their  get- 
ting 
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ting  out  of  the  country,  till  the  government  of 
Great  Britain  had  discharged  an  old  debt  due  to 
the  emperor  of  Morocco,  for  the  ranfom  of  a 
certain  number  of  captives,  who  had  been  re- 
leafed  by  John  Leonard  Sollicoffre,  Efq-,  and 
carried  to  England  about  feventeen  years  be- 
fore. 

Confounded  at  this  fhocking  and  unexpected 
news,  captain  Veale  and  four  lieutenants  who 
had  private  intimation  of  it  before  the  reft,  form- 
ed a  project  to  make  their  efcape,  and  by  the 
afliftancc  of  the  captain  of  the  Phoenix,  who 
fent  his  boat  well  manned  to  fetch  them,  they 
got  fafe  on  board  the  fhip. 

As  foon  as  they  were  on  board,  the  captain 
fent  off  a  boat  in  the  night,  which  kept  plying 
along  the  fhore,  to  carry  off  as  many  of  the 
crew  as  they  could  find  •,  but  they  only  found 
two,  who  had  luckily  hid  themfelves  under  a 
rock,  without  the  walls  of  the  town,  all  the  reft 
having  been  hurried  to  prifon. 

The  barge  which  conveyed  captain  Veale  on 
board  had  no  fooner  put  from  the  fhore,  than 
the  whole  town  of  Tangier  was  alarmed-,  and 
finding  part  of  their  booty  irrecoverably  loft, 
a  whole  legion  of  the  Moors  iwarmed  down  on 
the  Englifh,  vowing  revenge  for  their  lofs,  and 
drove  them  immediately  to  prifon,  as  above- 
mentioned. 

The  jail  in  which  they  were  confined  was  more 
loathfome  than  can  be  imagined ;  and  as  the 
conful  had  now  abandoned  them,  they  knew  not 
whom  to  apply  to  for  redrefs  or  affiftance  :  a 
fmall  pittance  which  had  hitherto  been  allow- 
ed them  was  now  flopped,  and  they  had  no- 
thing but  famine  and  death  before  their  eyes. 

For  near  three  days  fucceffively  they  received 
no  kind  of  fuftenance  ;  and  when  their  miferable 
condition  was  laid  before  the  alcaide,  he  only  an- 
fwered  with  a  malicious  fmile,  "  If  the  unbe- 
"  lieving  dogs  are  hungry,  let  them  eat  the 
"  ftones." 

At  length  a  perfon,  who  was  not  wholly  di- 
vefted  of  humanity,  obtained  the  alcaide's  per- 
miflion  for  them  to  beg  about  the  town  in  the 
day-time,  under  the  conduct  of  a  guard  ;  but 
at  night  they  were  obliged  to  return  to  their  dif- 
•mal  dungeon. 

Though  this,  doubtlefs,  was  an  act  of  indul- 
gence, yet  the  inhabitants  were  fo  little  difpofed 
to  acts  of  charity,  that  their  fubfiftance  was  fo 
fmall  and  indifferent,  that  if  any  one  got  a  piece 
of  bread  or  meat  given  him,  the  reft  were  ready 
to  tear  him  to  pieces,  and  could  not  help  grudg- 
ing him  the  delicious  morfel. 

They  continued  in  this  deplorable  condition 
for  above  two  months,  begging  all  the  day,  and 
lying  on  the  bare  ftones  at  night  ;  but  at  length 
they  were  driven  to  the  brink  of  defpair,  by  be- 
ing informed  that  they  would  foon  beconjucled 
to  the  empefoF,  whole  prefence  they  dreaded  to 
iuch  a  degree,  that  they  determined  to  attempt 
their  efcape  ;  but  in   this  they  were  unhappily 


.  *  It  fecms  as  if  there  was  a  miftake  either  in  this  or 
the  preceding  account  by  Mr.  Windus,  according  to 
whom  Mulcy  Abdallah  was  eighty  feven  years  of  age 


difcovered,  and  failed  of  carrying  their  plot  into 
execution. 

After  fuch  an  act  of  rebellion,  as  it  was  called, 
they  could  not  reafonably  expect  the  leaft  in- 
dulgence •,  nor  indeed  did  they  meet  with  any, 
for  large  iron  chains  were  immediately  locked 
round  their  necks,  and  twenty  of  them  were 
linked  together  in  one  chain. 

They  were  now  locked  up  in  a  dungeon  that 
was  very  nearly  dark,  and  almoft  wholly  de- 
prived of  food,  fo  that  they  began  to  entertain 
thoughts  of  cafting  lots  who  fhould  die  for  the 
fupport  of  the  reft  till  fome  relief  fhould  ar- 
rive. 

Happily,  however,  this  plan  was  not  carried 
into  execution  ;  for  on  their  complaining  to  the 
gaoler  that  they'were  perifhing  with  hunger,  he 
reprefented  their  cafe  to  the  people  of  the  town, 
who  fent  them  a  fmall  quantity  of  bread,  and 
eight  fmall  fheep,  two  of  which  were  inftantly  de- 
voured raw  ;  for  at  that  time  they  had  been  four 
days  aftd  nights  without  any  kind  of  food. 

At  this  time  Mr.  Petticrew,  the  conful,  was 
at  Gibraltar  ;  and  the  alcaide  fent  to  the  empe- 
ror, Muley  Abdallah,*  to  know  how  he  fhould 
dilpofe  of  the  prifoners  •,  and  received  orders  to 
bring  them  under  a  proper  guard  to  Bufcoran, 
which  was  at  the  diftance  of  two  hundred  En- 
glifh miles :  but  Mr.  Petticrew  returning  juft 
at  this  juncture,  defired  the  alcaide  not  to  take 
them  to  the  emperor  till  the  arrival  of  William 
LattCH,  Efq-,  who  was  daily  expected,  as  ain- 
baifador  from  the  king  of  Great  Britain  to  the 
emperor. 

The  alcaide  refuted  to  comply  with  this  re- 
qiieft,  unlefs  Mr.  Petticrew  would  go  with  him 
to  the  emperor,  to  fatisfy  him  that  an  ambai^'a- 
dor  would  fo  foon  arrive:  but  this  Mr.  Pitti- 
crew  declined,  having  no  orders  fo  to  do,  nor 
any  prefent  to  carry  with  him  to  the  emperor. 

Gn  the  morning  of  the  eighteenth  of  May, 
theie  unhappy  people  were  driven  out  of  the 
jail,  unchained,  and  plactd  on  theoutfide  of  the 
town-walk,  where  they  continued  till  the  alcaide 
and  his  retinue  came  to  them,  and  then  siiej 
proceeded  on  their  journey  to  Bufcoran. 

After  a  very  difagreeable  and  fatiguing  jour- 
ney, during  which  they  were  confined  in  a  pri- 
fon at  one  town  for  feveral  days,  they  'arrived  at 
the  emperor's  camp  at  Bufccvan  on  the  ninth  of 
June. 

When  they  came  within  half  a  mile  of  rhe 
emperor's  tent,  they  ftaid  about  half  an  hour 
waiting  his  farther  orders,  -during  which  they 
could  obierve,  by  the  countenances  of  the  al- 
caide and  others,  that  there  was  fomething  very 
dreadful  to  be  expected  from  the  emperor. 

Juft  before  the  meflenger  came  from  the  em- 
peror, the  alcaide  and  his  principal  attendants 
formed  themfelves  in  a  line,  and  prayed  in  the 
devouteft  manner.  They  were  io  teiriried  that 
their  countenances  changed  every  moment  -,  the 
alcaide  and  feveral  others  wept  much,  which  in-' 


in  the  year   1720 — if  fo,    he  was  hardly  living 
year  1740. 


in  the 


duced 
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duced  the  Englifh  captives  to  imagine,  that  the 
miferies  they  had  hitherto  expected,  were  not 
near  fo  great  as  what  they  fhould  now  expe- 
rience. 

A  mefienger  foon  came  from  the  emperor, 
commanding  their  immediate  appearance  before 
his  tent  -,  on  which  the  Moors  were  drawn  up 
in  one  line,  and  the  Englifh  in  another,  and 
flopping  at  about  fixty  paces  from  the  tent,  the 
guards  immediately  lurrounded  them,  and  in  a- 
bout  a  quarter  of  an  hour  his  majefty  came  out, 
and  lent  a  mefienger  to  bid  the  alcaide  and  his 
attendants  advance  nearer  him  :  to  this  they 
inftantly  anfwered,  "  Yes,  matter;"  and  ran 
to  him  in  fuch  hafte,  that  it  might  have  been 
thought  they  were  going  to  feize  him. 

When  they  were  near  enough  to  hear  him 
I;  ak,  they  fell  on  their  knees,  and  bowed  their 
bodies  forward,  with  their  faces  to  the  ground, 
till  he  fpoke  to  them  ;  they  then  held  up  their 
heads,  and  informed  him  that  they  had  brought 
him  a  prefent,  confifting  of  powder,  cloth  and 
other  things,   befides  the  Englilb  captives. 

The  emperor  having  accepted  the  prefent, 
afked  the  alcaide  where  the  captain  of  the  Chrif- 
tian  caprives  was  ?  To  which  it  was  anfwered, 
that  he  had  made  his  efcape.  The  emperor  then 
afked  for  the  lieutenants,  and  being  anfwered 
as  before,  told  the  alcaide  he  thought  him  and 
his  attendants  a  fet  of  villains  •,  and  by  his  man- 
ner, the  Englifh  captives  imagined  that  he  fuf- 
pected  that  the  alcaide  had  received  a  fum  of 
money  for  the  efcape  of  captain  Veale  and  the 
lieutenants. 

Immediately  after  this  the  emperor  fent  for 
four  Englifhmen,  (who  had  been  in  the  Spanifh 
fervice,  and  deferted  from  Cadiz  to  Tangier,)  to 
conduct  the  new  captives  to  a  caftle  at  a  little 
diftance  from  the  camp,  till  farther  orders. 

They  were  not  long  there  before  the  alcaide 
and  all  his  guard  were  drove  to  the  fame  place, 
and  put  in  irons,  which  was  fo  far  from  giving 
pleafure  to  the  Englifh,  that  notwithstanding  the 
ill  treatment  they  had  received  from  that  officer, 
they  gave  him  and  his  people  bread,  out  of  their 
poor  allowance  of  two-pence  a  day. 

When  our  unfortunate  countrymen  had  been 
confined  two  days,  they  were  drawn  up  in  a  line 
before  the  emperor's  tent,  when  his  majefty 
picked  out  fix  of  the  youngeft  of  them,  and  fent 
them  back  to  the  caftle,  to  affift  the  moors  that 
had  the  care  of  his  arms  ;  and  to  each  of  the 
reft  was  given  a  cutteau,  or  a  pickax,  and  they 
were  fent  to  Bufcoran  caftle,  at  the  diftance  of 
about  a  mile,  to  enter  upon  that  ftate  of  flaveYy 
which  is  fo  much  dreaded  by  free-born  Englifh- 
men. 

No  fooner  were  they  got  to  the  caftle,  than 
r.hcy  were  fet  to  pulling  dov/n  a  large  houfe  that 
was  within-  it  •,  when  being  in  great  want  of  the 
neceflary  tools,  and  perfect  ftrangers  to  that  kind 
of  work,  they  were  in  the  utmoft  danger  of  be- 
ing buried  under  the  rubbifh. 

The  emperor  now  frequently  came  to  give 
his  orders,  and  would  often  ftay  within  the  caf- 
tle five  or  fix  hours  together,  and  fometimes  the 
whole  day,  during  which  they  were  not  permit- 
ted a  moment's  reft,  not  even  to  ftand  upright 
to  eafe  their  backs,  or  to  get   a  drop  of  water, 


though  the  fun  fhone  fo  hot  that  their  heads  and 
backs  were  an  entire  bliftef. 

Their  fufferings  were  fo  great,  that  in  lefs 
than  a  month  twenty  of  them  renounced  their 
faith,  and  turned  Mahometans,  in  order,  at 
that  dear  price,  to  be  exempted  from  a  flavery 
which  they  confidered  as  infupportable. 

One  morning,  about  feven  o'clock,  the  em- 
p:ror  came  to  Bufcoran  caftle,  and  having  fur- 
veyed  the  Englifh  flaves  for  about  three  hours, 
he  went  to  the  other  caftle,  where  the  alcaide 
and  his  miferable  companions  were  confined  ; 
and  having  reviewed  them,  he  withdrew  to  a- 
bout  fixty  paces  from  the  caftle,  and  then  turned 
about,  and  gave  orders  for  their  being  brought 
before  him,  which  being  done,  the  alcaide  and 
four  of  the  principal  people  were  fet  a-part  from 
the  reft. 

After  this:,  with  all  the  compofure  and  fere- 
nity  imaginable,  he  called  for  his  fcymiter, which 
being  delivered  to  him,  he  drew  it  out  of  the 
fcabbard  with  a  peculiar  air,  and  ordered  one 
of  the  delinquents  to  be  taken  out  of  his  chain, 
and  brought  before  him. 

The  unhappy  victim  now  fell  proftrate  on  the 
ground,  and  with  tears  implored  his  pardon  : 
but  the  emperor,  deaf  to  all  his  entreaties,  ftretch- 
ed  out  his  arm,  and  crying,  "  In  the  name  of 
God,"  ftruck  off  his  head  atone  blow. 

This  being  done,  he  delivered  his  fcymiter  to 
his  fword- bearer,  to  whom,  and  others,  he  gave 
orders  for  their  following  the  example  he  had 
fet  them  :  and  then  retired  to  a  fmall  diftance, 
where  he  flood  to  fee  his  commands  punctual- 
ly obeyed. 

At  this  time  there  were  no  lefs  than  three  hun- 
dred and  thirty-five  miferable  wretches  that  loft 
their  lives  in  this  arbitrary  manner,  includ- 
ing forty  hravoes,  who  had  been  kept  in 
chains  feveral  days  before  the  Englifh  arrived  at 
the  camp. 

In  order  to  ftrike  the  greater  terror  into  the 
minds  of  his  iurviving  fubiects,  the  emperor  or- 
dered the  heads  which  had  been  cut  off  to  be 
collected  in  hampers,  and  fent  to  the  Alcaide  or 
governor  of  Mequinez,  to  be  nailed  on  the  walls 
of  that  city,  and  expofed  to  public  view  •,  while 
the  bodies  were  dragged  about  a  mile  from  the 
place  of  execution,  and  there  left  to  moulder 
into  dull,  or  be  devoured  by  birds  or  beafts  of 
prey. 

Sometimes,  however,  thefe  unhappy  victims 
meet,  after  death,  with  an  odd  kind  of  favour 
from  the  emperor,  who  gives  an  order  for  the  in- 
terment of  their  mangled  carcafes,  which  is  fig- 
nified  by  a  mefienger  in  the  following  words  : 
"  O  thou  impudent,  prefumptuous,  and  difloyal 
"  wretch  !  notwithstanding  thou  didft,  in  thy 
"  life  time,  commit  fo  many,  and  fuch  enor- 
"  mous  crimes  againft  God  and  thy  king,  I  do 
"  now,  in  his  name,  and  by  his  exprefs  order, 
"  to  fhew  his  love  and  affection  for  thee, 
"  though  altogether  unworthy  of  the  leaft  of 
"  his  royal  favours,  freely  forgive  thee  all  thy 
"  paft  tranfgreffions  •,  and  in  confequence  there- 
"  of,  as  the  fame  are  from  this  time  to  be  bu- 
"  ried  in  oblivion,  1  am  come  to  give  thy  re- 
"  mains  a  decent  interment." 

Without  this  permifiion,  no  perfon  muft  pre- 
sume 
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fume  to  bury  the  body  of  any  one  thus  executed, 
as  the  life  of  the  offender  would  immediately 
pay  the  forfeit  of  fo  rafh  an  action. 

The  reader  will  recollect,  that  the  alcaide  and 
four  other  perfons  were  fet  apart  from  the  reft, 
and  referved  to  be  fpectators  of  the  abovemen- 
tioned  bloody  fcene,  which  being  ended,  the 
emperor  addreffed  them  in  the  following  man- 
ner :  "  Behold  your  flaughtered  friends  there  ! 
"  Having  given  you  this  proof  of  my  refentment 
"  of  your  rebellious  proceeding,  I  (hall  carry 
"  my  juft  vengeance  to  no  greater  length  at 
"  prefent :  I  give  you  my  royal  word  not  to  be- 
"  head  you,  as  I  have  your  companions ;  but 
"  I  expect,  as  a  teftimony  of  your  forrow  for 
"  having  mutinied  againft  me  without  caufe, 
"  that  you  fend  immediately  to  Tangier,  and 
"  take  care  that  I  may  receive  the  remainder  of 
"  my  dues  •,  and  on  your  compliance  with  this 
"  my  juft  demand,  I  fhall  freely  acquit  you,  in 
"  hopes  that  this  my  lenity  towards  you  may 
"  produce  a  reformation  in  you,  and  teach  you 
"  to  become  more  loyal  lubjects  for  the  fu- 
"  ture." 

By  this  act  of  clemency  the  emperor  hoped  to 
have  obtained  a  conhderable  turn  from  the 
Alcaide  and  his  unfortunate  companions  ; 
but  being  difappointed  in  his  expectation,  he 
determined  that  they  ftiould  be  facrificed  to  his 
vengeance. 

Wherefore  fummoning  them  before  him  a 
fecond  time,  he  gave  immediate  orders  for  their 
execution  •,  but  previoufly  told  them  that  "  as 
"  he  detefted  the  guilt  of  a  lie,  they  mould  not 
"  end  their  days  by  the  ftroke  of  the  fword  ;  yet 
"  as  they  had  forfeited  their  lives  a  fecond  time 
"  by  their  dilobedience  of  his  royal  injunctions, 
"  he  had  determined  that  they  fhould  be  all 
"  bow-ftrung." 

Hereupon  he  called  out  two  of  his  guards, 
and  gave  them  orders  to  fallen  a  cord  about  the 
neck  of  each  prifoner,  and  ftrangle  them  one  af- 
ter the  other  ;  but  to  take  time  in  the  execution 
of  their  office  -,  which  they  accordingly  per- 
formed with  the  utmoft  deliberation,  in  order  to 
aggravate  the  pains  of  thefe  unhappy  wretches, 
whom  they  lpent  near  two  hours  in  executing, 
the  emperor  himfelf  being  prefent  all  the  while, 
triumphing  over  them,  as  traitors  to  him  and 
their  country. 

This  barbarous  fcene  being  ended,  his  ma- 
jefty  ordered  the  bodies  to  be  dragged  by  the 
heels  to  a  diftance  from  the  place  of  execution, 
and  there  to  lie  above  ground  for  two  days,  but 
on  the  third  day  he  gave  orders  for  their  inter- 
ment. 

Soon  after  this  the  Englifli  prifoners  received 
the  following  letter  from  Mr.  Petticrew  the  vice- 
conful  : 

Larach,  Friday,  24th  June,  1  746. 
Mr.  Kilbs  and  Countrymen, 

I  Send  this  courier  to  advife  you  of  my  arrival 
here,  where  I  fhall  reft  on  account  of  my 
Jamenefs  till  Saturday,  and  then  proceed  for  Me- 
quinez  -,  and  on  Wednefday  or  Thurfday  next 
fhall  fee  you. 

By  letters  lately  received  from  the  ambaffa- 


dor,  he  was  to  leave  England  the  twenty-eighth 
of  May,  fo   is  hourly  expected  at  Gibraltar  ; 
which  I  wifh  may  befpeedily  for  your  fakes,  and 
God  fend  you  an  immediate  delivery. 
I  am,  Sirs, 
Your  very  humble  fervant, 
W.  P  E  T  T  I C  R  E  W. 

On  the  twenty -ninth  of  June  they  received 
advice  of  Mr.  Petticrew's  arrival  at  Mequinez  -, 
whereupon  they  fent  him  feveral  letters,  defcrib- 
ing  their  unhappy  fuuation,  and  intreating  him, 
in  the  moil  preffing  terms,  to  ufe  his  intereft  on 
their  behalf,  not  doubting  but  that  when  he 
fhould  be  admitted  to  the  emperor's  prefence,  it 
would  be  in  his  power  to  procure  fome  mitiga- 
tion of  their  hardfhips. 

On  the  fame  day  that  they  difpatched  thefe  let- 
ters,the  emperor  having  ordered  them  all  into  his 
prefence,  felected  fixteen  of  the  youngeft  of 
them,  whom  he  allied  if  they  would  turn  Moorsj 
which  they  refufing,  he  fent  them  under  a  pro- 
per guard  to  Fez,  to  aflift  fuch  of  the  Moors 
there  as  v/ere  gun-fmiths  by  prcfeffion  ;  and 
the  reft  of  the  Englifh  captives  were  fent  back  to 
the  caftle,  with  orders  that  tlury  ihould  be  kept 
dole  to  their  ufual  labours. 

Thofe  who  were  fent  to  Fez  had  an  opportu- 
nity of  paying  their  refpecls  to  Mr.  Petticrew 
at  Mequinez,  and  lodged  for  one  night  in  the 
houfe  where  that  gentleman  had  taken  up  his 
quarters. 

On  the  thirtieth  of  June,  Mr.  Petticrew  was 
admitted  to  the  emperor's  prefence,  and  having 
delivered  him  a  prefent  from  his  Brittannick  ma- 
jelly,  informed  him  that  Mr.  Latton,  an  am- 
baltador  from  England,  was  daily  expected  at 
Gibraltar,  where  he  propofed  to  wait  for  his  ma- 
jefty's  directions  refpecting  his  landing  at  Te- 
tuan,  in  order  to  fettle  a  treaty  of  peace  between 
the  two  crowns. 

To  this  the  emperor  replied,  that  he  had  long 
lived  in  expectation  of  the  arrival  of  an  ambaf- 
fador  from  the  court  of  Great  Britain,  but  h  .. 
not  yet  had  the  pleafure  of  feeing  any  perfon  in- 
verted with  that  character  ;  wherefore  he  defired 
that  Mr.  Petticrew  would  inftantly  return,  anct 
take  care  that  the  ambalfador  came  to  him  with- 
out delay. 

Hereupon  Mr.  Petticrew  took  his  leave,  and 
repaired  immediately  to  Mequinez  :  and  though 
he  was  not  above  a  mile  from  the  callle  where 
his  unfortunate  countrymen  were  at  work,  yet 
he  did  not  favour  them  with  one  friendly  vifit. 

As  they  were  deprived  of  any  opportunity  of 
fpeaking  to  Mr.  Petticrew,  to  lay  before  him 
their  deplorable  condition,  they  on  the  firft  of 
July  lent  him  a  letter,  in  which  they  enclofed  a- 
letter  of  attorney,  to  enable  him  to  receive  their 
fliares  of  the  prize  money  of  a  French  vefiel, 
which  they  had  taken  and  carried  into  Gibraltar. 

To  this  letter  they  received  the  following  an- 
fwer,  but  the  power  of  attorney  never  was  of  the 
leaft  fervice  to  them  : 


I 


Gentlemen, 

This  morning  received  your  letter  with  the 
power  of  attorney,  and  fhall  do  all  in  my 

power 
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power  to  recover  your  parts  of  the  prize,  which 
fliaIlbeFarthingly*refervedfdr  you.  I  fhall  alio 
endeavour  to  collect  fome  charity  at  Gibraltar. 
I  allure  you  I  fhall  do  and  act  in  every  thing 
in  my  rjower  to  get  you  out  of  the  country,  as  if 
the  caie  was  my  own  •,  lb  hope  no  more  of  you 
will  be  fo  mad  as  to  renounce  your  faith.  The 
people  the  emperor  has  ordered  for  Fez,  lay  with 
me  Lift  night.  •  It  makes  my  very  heart  bleed 
to  fee  thrir  naked,  miferable  condition  :  but 
one  comfort  is,  it  cannot  be  long,  as  I  expect 
the  ambafiador  will  be  at  Gibraltar  before  I  get 
down.  I  with  you  all  health  and  happinefs,  and 
am,  Sirs,  Your  affectionate  Friend, 

W.PETTICRE  W. 

The  day  after  the  writing  this  letter,  the  fix- 
teen  perfons  aborementioned  fet  forward  from 
Mequinez,  on  their  journey  towards  Fez,  but  as 
they  had  near  forty  miles  to  march  in  one  day, 
Mr.  Pettierew  kindly  ordered  each  of  them  a 
pair  of  fhoes,  and  gave  them  two  loaves  to  re- 
irefh  themll'lves  with  on  their  journey. 

In  the  mean  time  the  reft  of  the  unfortunate 
Englifhmtn  were  kept  to  hard  labour,  without  any 
thing  to  cheer  them  in  all  their  opprefiions,  but 
the  pleafing  hope  that  advice  of  the  ambafTador's 
arrival  would  foon  reach  them,andforwhich  they 
put  up  their  fervent  and  daily  prayers  to  heaven. 

Though  the  hardfhips  they  underwent  were 
almoft  infupportable  to  thole  few  who  were  in 
health,  yet  the  afflictions  of  the  greater  part  of 
them  were  aggravated  by  their  being  troubled 
with  the  bloody  flux,  which  gradually  growing 
upon  them,  impaired  their  ftrength  fo  much 
that  they  could  fcarcely  crawl  upon  the  ground. 

Sicknefs,  however,  is  no  plea  for  a  captive  to 
be  relieved  from  his  labour  even  a  fineje  hour 
in  a  day  ;  for  the  overfeers,  if  they  had  an  incli- 
nation, durft  not  prefume  to  favour  them  in  the 
leaft,  without  an  exprefs  order  from  the  em- 
peror, who,  though  he  cannot  be  infenfible'of 
their  tortures,  feldom  fnews  them  the  leaft  favour  -, 
and  no  one  dare  prefume  to  afk  any  at  his  hands. 

At  length  Mr.  Kilbs,  having  laboured  till 
his  lpirits  were  quite  exhaufted,  dropped  down 
on  the  ground  in  the  emperor's  prefence,  and 
lay  a  conliderable  time  as  one  abfolutcly  dead, 
no  one  darin<?  to  afford  him  the  leaft  affiftance. 

When  he  had  lain  fome  time,  without  the 
leaft  fign  of  life,  the  emperor  demanded  the 
reafon  of  that  captives  lying  in  fo  indolent  a  pof- 
ture,  and  why  he  was  not  compelled  to  work  ? 
When  being  informed  of  the  caufe,  he  ordered 
him  to  be  brought  forward,  that  he  himfelf  might 
form  a  judgment  of  the  matter. 

Three  Moors  inftantly  took  him  up,  and  car- 
ried him  to  the  emperor,  who  perceiving  that 
there  was  no  imposition  in  the  cafe,  gave  or- 
ders for  his  being  conducted  to  the  outer  part  of 
the  caftle,  where  he  lay  in  the  agonies  of  death 
for  four  days  fucceffively,  and   then  expired. 

When  the  emperor  heard  he  was  dead,  he  in- 
dulged his  companions  fo  far  as  to  permit  fome 
of  them  to  attend  him  to  his  grave  •,  and  he  was 
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buried  with  as  much  decency  as  their  fituation 
would  admit  of. 

Some  little  time  after  this,  thefe  unfortunate 
captives  were  removed  from  Bufcoran  caille,  to 
another  caftle  near  the  place  where  the  emperor 
was  then  encamped.  As  foon  as  they  arrived, 
fome  of  them  were  employed  in  affiiting  the  ma- 
fons,  and  others  in  levelling  fuch  rock  ftones 
as  obftructed  the  Emperor's  paflage  from-  the 
camp  to  the  caftle.  As  his  majefty  fat  feveral 
hours  every  day  to  be  a  witnefs  of  the  progrefs 
of  the  work,  it  is  impoffible  for  the  reader  to 
form  an  idea  of  the  toils  and  fatigues  they  were 
obliged  to  undergo  •,  nor  is  it  in  the  power  of 
words  to  exprefs  their  hardfhips  •,  for  after  the 
recks  were  levelled  to  his  fatisfaction,  all  the 
pieces  that  were  hewn  afuncler,  were  ordered  to 
te  conveyed  to  one  corner  of  the  caftle  •,  a 
work  of  incredible  labour  and  difficulty  ! 

The  few  deaths  which  they  had  being  worn 
to  rags,  they  worked  quite  naked  from  the  head 
to  the  waift  •,  and  the  weather  being  excefiive 
hot,  their  fkins  were  at  firft  bliftered,  and  at 
length  fo  perfectly  tanned,  that  it  would  have 
been  impoffible  for  their  moil  intimate  acquaint- 
ance to  have  known  them,  for  they  looked  like 
a  parcel  of  negro  flaves. 

From  this  fecond  caftle  the  captives  were  re- 
moved to  another  at  Mequinez,  from  which  the 
emperor  having  been  abfent  iome  time,  they 
were,  on  his  return,  drawn  up  in  order,  to  pay 
their  homage  to  him  as  he  pafled  by  them. 

On  his  near  approach  he  flopped  and  took  a 
furveyofthem,  and  afked  their  overfeer  what  place 
was  fet  apart  for  their  lodging  ;  and  the  over- 
feer, pointing  to  a  wall  at  fome  diftance,  told  him 
that  was  the  place  :  the  emperor  however,  call- 
ing his  eyes  over  the  garden,  and  obfervinga  large 
arch  belonging  to  one  of  the  walls  of  the  palace, 
gave  orders  that  they  fhould  be  quartered  there. 

They  thought  themfclves  greatly  obliged  to 
him  for  indulging  them  with  fo  convenient  an 
apartment,  where  they  could  lay  under  cover, 
and  were  not  exrofed,  as  they  had  been  before, 
to  the  cold  dews  of  the  night. 

They  now  began  to  congratulate  each  other 
on  the  fudden  amendment  of  their  wayward  for- 
tune, and  thought  themfelves  happier  than  they 
h?d  ever  been  fince  they  came  into  the  country. 

Their  pleafure,  however,  foon  began  to  be 
be  interrupted  ;  for  the  Moors,  grudging  them 
fo  comfortable  an  apartment,  infulted  them,  by 
throwing  ftones  and  clods  of  earth  into  their 
lodging  in  the  night,  when  they  could  not  fee 
from  whom  the  injury  was  received.  This  was. 
a  dreadful  grievance,  as  they  lay  in  manifeft  dan- 
ger of  having  their  brains  beat  out  -,  but  as  they 
knew  not  whom  to  apply  to  for  addrefs,  they 
were  obliged  to  take  fuch  meafures  as  they  could 
to  fcreen  themfelves  from  the  malice  of  fuch  im- 
placable enemies.  Happily  for  thefe  poor  cap- 
rives,  feveral  hedges  of  cane  happened  to  grow 
within  the  walls  of  the  palace  :  of  thefe  they  ga- 
thered a  large  quantity,  and  made  fuch  a  fence 
to  the  front  of  their  lodging,  that  at  length  they 


he    could    procure    for    "h:n^,    fhould  be  idiminifh- 
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were  at  eafe,  being  totally  well  fecured  from  any 
injury  that  the  Moors  couid  do  them. 

Thus  fuuated,  and  having  no  tafk  impofed 
upon  them  for  a  confiderable  time,  fome  of  them, 
who  were  in  health,  embraced  that  opportunity 
of  mending  what  few  rags  they  had  to  cover 
their  nakednefs  :  and  thole  that  were  fick  had 
fufficient  reft  to  recover  their  ftrength,  which 
had  been  impaired  through  excelTive  labour. 

Their  allowance  was  alfo  better  than  it  had 
been  at  Bufcoran,  being  two-pence  per  day  to 
each  man,  and  they  were  permitted  to  go  into 
the  town  whenever  they  pleafed  in  the  day  time, 
to  lay  out  their  little  ftipend  to  the  belt  advan- 
tage :  and  as  they  began  to  be  acquainted  with 
the  mercenary  diipofiticn  of  the  Moors,  and  to 
have  a  tolerable  imattering  of  the  language,  they 
were  not  fo  eafily  impofed  upon  as  they  hitherto 
had  been. 

As  the  emperor  had  permitted  them  to  enjoy  a 
life  of  eafe  for  fome  time  pail,  they  began  to  flat- 
ter themlelves  that  he  had  received  private  intelli- 
gence of  the  Englifh  ambaffador' s  arrival  at  Gib- 
raltar •,  and  they  began  to  hope  that  their  toils 
were  at  an  end,  and  that  their  deliverance  was 
at  hand. 

In  the  midft  of  this  pleafing  refverie,  they 
were  lent  for  in  hafte  to  appear  before  the  em- 
peror, who  immediately  ordered  them  to  remove 
a  large  pile  of  wood  that  ftood  in  his  way,  to  a 
place  at  the  diftance  of  about  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  :  for  this  piece  of  work  two  days  were  allot- 
ted -,  but  notwithstanding  their  utmoft  endea- 
vours, they  found  it  impoffible  to  clear  it  in 
that  time  without  farther  help. 

When  the  emperor  found  that  a  confiderable 
part  of  the  wood  ftill  remained  on  the  fpot 
where  it  firft  ftood,  he  was  highly  diigufted,  and 
ordered  near  a  hundred  of  his  foot  guards  to  af- 
lift  the  Englifh  flaves.  Among  the  reft  of  their 
afliftants,  there  were  two  poor,  old,  worn-out 
wretches,  who  were  fcarcely  able  to  crawl  a- 
long,  and  who,  after  two  or  three  turns,  deter- 
mined to  defift  from  the  labour,  and  truft  to  the 
emperor's  clemency  to  make  allowance  for  their 
infirmities. 

They  accordingly  declined  their  work,  which 
the  emperor  obferving  with  apparent  figns  of 
anger,  they  approached  him,  trembling  and 
fhuddering,  and  told  him  they  were  too  old  and 
infirm  to  go  through  lb  laborious  a  tafk,  and  they 
therefore  hoped,  that  as  they  had  faithfully 
ferved  both  his  father  and  himfelf  for  many  years, 
he  would  confider  their  infirmities,  and  provide 
for  them  in  fuch  manner  as  he  thought  proper 
for  the  fhort  remainder  of  their  days. 

To  this  the  emperor  made  anfwer,  that  he 
plainly  perceived  they  v/ere  paft  their  labour, 
and  therefore  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  provide 
for  them  for  the  future  ;  whereupon  he  in- 
ltantly  gave  orders  to  two  of  his  guards  to  fhoot 
them  through  the  head. 

This  cruel  injunction  being  immediately  o- 
beyed,  "  Now,'1  laid  he,  "  f  have  taken  fuffi- 
"  cient  care,  in  return  for  your  paft  fervices, 
f  that  you  fhotild  not  linger  out  your  days  in 
"  mifery  -,    your  forrows  in  this  life  are  at  an 


"  end  :"  And  then,  as  a  farther  teftimony  of 
his  kindnefs,  he  gave  orders  to  one  of  his  officers 
to  fee  that  they  were  buried  with  decency. 

In  a  fhort  time  after  this,  the  Englifh  flaves 
having  compleated  the  job  they  were  fee  about, 
were  remanded  to  their  ufual  place  of  abode, 
where  they  had  time  to  refrefh  themfelves  again*, 
and  from  this  time  till  they  left  Mequinez,  which 
was  about  fix  weeks,  their  labour  was  fo  incon- 
fiderable  that  they  had  no  reaion  to  complain. 

They  had  not  lived  lcng  in  this  manner,  be* 
fore  the  emperor's  a.d  du  Camp  came  to  them, 
and  acquainted  them  that  his  Britannick  Ma- 
jeftv's  ambaffador  was  arrived  at  Gibraltar-,  no- 
tice of  which  had  been  given  to  the  emperor  by 
a  letter  from  the  Alcaide  of  Tetuan. 

The  fame  night  that  they  received  this  agree- 
able intelligence,  one  of  the  emperor's  brothers 
roufed  them  from  their  repofe*,  end  in  a  very  ob- 
liging manner  delired  to  know  if  they  had  re- 
ceived any  tidings  of  the  arrival  cf  an  ambaffa- 
dor from  England  ;  to  which  they  anfwered  in 
the  negative,  but  told  him  that  they  lived  in 
daily  expectation  of  news  from  Gibraltar. 

He  feemed  furprized  at  this  anfwer,  but 
told  them  that  an  ambafThdor  was  actual- 
ly arrived  at  Gibraltar,  with  an  intention 
of  paying  down  aranfbm  for  them  •,  and  allured 
them  farther,  that  he  had  lately  had  an  inter- 
view with  his  brother  the  empercr,  who  fpoke 
of  them  in  the  molt  favourable  terms,  and  inti- 
mated, that  he  fhould  releafe  them  with  plea- 
fure,  if  he  approved  of  what  the  ambaffador  had 
to  offer  in  their  behalf. 

The  reader  will  believe,  that  on  she  receipt  of 
fuch  good  news,  they  had  not  the  leaft  inclina- 
tion for  fleep  ;  their  eyes  were  too  full  of  tears 
of  joy  to  admit  of  their  taking  any  repofe,  and 
they  mutually  congratulated  each  other  till  day 
light,  on  the  plealing  profpeift  they  had  now  be- 
fore them. 

In  the  morning  the  report  grew  more  univer- 
fal,  and  almoft  eveiy  one  they  law  gave  them 
hopes  of  a  ipeedy  releale  ;  and  before  noon  the 
emperor's  brother  came  to  them  again,  and 
allured  them  that  the  emperor  intended  "to  fend 
a  letter  to  the  alcaide  of  Tetuan,  with  orders  for 
him  to  invite  the  ambaffador  to  Earbary  ;  and 
that  afterwards  he  would  fend  his  black  army  to 
wait  on  him  at  the  alcaide's  houfe  and  efcort 
him  to  court. 

Tho'  this  was  doubtlefs  very  agreeable  news, 
ytt  they  had  a  kind  cf  dread  upon  their  fpirits, 
left  the  report  fhould  be  without  foundation  4 
and  cf  this  they  were  the  more  appreheniive,  a, 
they  had  received  no  notice  of  their  intended  re- 
demption, either  from  the  ambaffador,  or  from 
Mr.  Petticrew  the  vice-conful. 

However,  as  they  were  not  kept  to  fuch  hard 
labour  as  ufual,  they  could  with  the  greater  pati- 
ence wait  for  the  confirmation  of  the  news  that 
they  fo  lincercly  and  conltantly  prayed  for. 

On  the  evening  of  the  twenty-fourth  cf  Octo- 
ber, their  overfeer  informed  them  that  they  mult 
prepare  to  march  to  Fez  the  next  morning  ;  for 
the  emperor  had  iffued  out  orders. for  the  al- 
caides, with  their  attendants,  to  be  icidv  early 
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in  the  morning,  without  the  walls  of  the  palace. 

Early  in  the  morning  therefore,  our  unfortu-  , 
nate  countrymen  were  removed  from  their  arch, 


having  marched 
halt  .  till    the 


ever  had 
about  a 
emperor 


the  moft  commodious  habitation  the, 
in  that   country,  and 
mile,  were  ordered  to 
fhould  overtake  them. 

About  eight  o'clock  his  majelly  fet  forwards  ; 
a  train  of  the  ladies  of  his  leraglio,  the  eunuchs 
their  attendants,  and  his  baggage  moving  in  the 
•van.  As  theie  ladies  pafled  by,  the  Englifh 
captives,  as  well  as  the  Moors,  wheeled  about 
with  their  faces  another  way,  for  it  is  not  allow- 
able for  any  perlbn  whatever  to  look  at  a  lady 
belonging  to  the  emperor's  retinue.  When  the 
ladies  and  eunuchs  had  proceeded  about  half  a 
mile,  the  baggage  began  to  move,  after  which 
followed  the  chriftian  captives  on  foot,  and  then 
a  part  of  the  emperor's  army,  confifting  of  about 
two  thoufand  men,  all  mounted  on  mules  :  next 
to  thefe  came  the  emperor  himfelf,  and  then  the 
remainder  of  the  army,  together  with  about  two 
thoufand  of  the  inhabitants  of  Mequinez,  who 
attended  to  fhew  their  loyalty  and  refpect  to  the 
emperor. 

About  eleven  o'clock  it  began  to  rain  very 
hard  ;  upon  which  the  emperor  gave  orders  for 
the  ladies  and  eunuchs  to  mend  their  pace,  that 
the  whole  body  might  move  fafter.  This  order 
was  highly  incommodious  to  the  poor  captives, 
who  were  obliged  to  walk  all  the  way  •,  efpeci- 
ally  as  the  rain  continued  the  whole  day  without 
ceafing. 
As  this  march  was  little  lefs  than  thirty-five  miles 
and  as  the  weather  and  roads  were  extremely  bad, 
the  very  mules  themfclves  were  perfectly  jaded, 
and  their  riders  could  with  difficulty  make  them 
go  forward  •,  how  deplorable  then  muft  be  the 
cafe  of  the  poor  captives,  five  of  whom,  in  par- 
ticular, were  very  lick  and  weak  ! 

About  fun-fet  they  came  within  eleven  miles 
of  Fez,  at  which  time  the  emperor  paffed  them, 
in  order,  if  poffibk,  to  reach  the  town  before  it 
was  quite  dark.  As  he  p.tffed  by  them,  he 
called  them  good  men,  and  gave  orders  for  a 
detachment  of  his  army  to  take  care  of  them,  and 
conduct  them  fafe  to  the  town,  as  foon  as  they 
were  conveniently  able  to  reach  it. 

No  fooner,  however,  was  the  emperor  out 
of  fight,  but  the  party  who  were  ordered  to  con- 
duit, them,  delerted  from  them,  being  anxious 
to  get  to  the  town  as  foon  as  they  could. 

Though  it  wis  now  dark,  and  they  were  ex- 
tremely fatigued,  they  kept  moving  forward 
with  great  labour  and  pain,  and  at  length  came 
fo  near  the  end  of  their  journey,  that  they  could 
fee  feveral  lights  at  a  diftance,  which  were  fires 
kindled  by  thole  who  had  already  arrived,  in  or- 
der to  dry  and  refrefh  themfelves  after  the  fa- 
tigues of  fo  difagreeable  a  march. 

The  nearer  they  approached  the  town,  the 
»oad  became  more  ftony,  which  proved  no  fmall 
mortification  to  them  •,  for  it  was  fo  dark  they 
could  not  fee  the  ftones,  fo  that  they  often  kick- 
ed them  witn  their  toes,  which  being  bliftered 
before,  caufed  a  pain  that  was  almoft  intolle- 
rable. 

After  all  their  endeavours,  feveral  of  them 


were  unable  to  reach  the  town  till  the  next  day, 
fo  that  they  were  obliged  to  lie  down  on  the  cold 
wet  ground,  where  they  had  a  moft  miferable 
and  filthy  lodging ;  and  even  thofe  who  reached 
the  town  that  night  were  as  wet  as  if  they  had 
been  dragged  through  a  river  ;  and  having  no 
change  of  raiment,  were  obliged  to  repofe  them- 
felves, in  that  condition,  on  the  bare  ground. 

The  next  day  thofe  who  had  been  left  behind, 
dropped  into  the  town,  one  by  one,  moft  mi- 
ferably  fatigued,  and  fome  of  them  lb  far  fpent 
that  they  were  unable  to  ipeak,  or  to  communi- 
cate their  diftreffes  otherwiie  than  by  their  tears. 

Some  of  them  were  fo  lame  after  this  fatigu- 
ing  march,  that  they  could  not  walk  without 
cruiches  for  near  a  fortnight,  and  two  of  them 
actually  funk  under  the  weight  of  their  afflic- 
tions ;  for  though  they  did  not  expire  immedi- 
ately, yet  they  grew  daily  worfe  and  worfe,  and 
in  about  three  weeks  ended  their  lives  and  their 
miferies  together. 

At  the  city  of  old  Fez,  it  is  cuftomary  to  al- 
low the  Chriftian  captives  only  a  penny  a  day, 
which  the  reader  will  imagine  was  no  fmall  ag- 
gravation  of  their  diftrefs  ;  and  to  render  their 
cafe  ftill  more  deplorable,  provifiens  were  there 
much  dearer  than  in  any  other  part  of  the  coun- 
try where  they  had  been. 

As  the  town  had  never  before  been  vifited  bv 
fuch  a  multitude  of  people,  the  price  of  bread 
in  particular  was  fo  greatly  advanced,  that  the 
fame  quantity  which  uled  to  be  fold  for  the  value 
of  an  Englifh  halfpenny,  was  now  valued  at 
about  five  farthings  ;  fo  that  our  unfortunate 
countrymen  could  not  at  any  rate  purchafe  e- 
nough  to  fupport  life. 

In  this  extremity  they  purchafed  a  parcel  of 
horfe- beans,  and  laid  ihem  in  water  to  foak  ;  and 
during  that  interval,  they  fauntered  about  the 
town,  and  picked  up  what  flicks  and  other  ma- 
terials they  could  find  proper  to  make  a  fire  with, 
and  boiled  their  beans  as  foon  as  they  were  fuf- 
ficiently  foaked  :  This  expedient  furnifhed  them 
with  one  hearty  meal  a  day,  and  confidering  their 
pitiful  allowance,  they  thought  themfelves  hap- 
py with  that. 

On  the  twelfth  of  September  1746,  they  re- 
ceived the  agreeable  news  that  the  ambaltador 
was  arrived  at  Gibraltar,  and  would  certainly 
exert  himfelf  to  procure  their  releafe  as  foon  as 
pofhble.  This  was  moft  agreeable  news :  but 
they  had  the  hard  fortune  to  remain  in  flavery 
four  years  after  his  excellency's  arrival  at  Gi- 
braltar. 

The  emperor  now  began  to  put  them  to  hard 
labour,  in  clearing  rubbifh  out  of  an  apartment 
that  led  to  the  rooms  where  he  lefided  :  they 
were  kept  very  clofe  to  this  work,  beginning  in 
the  morning  as  foon  as  it  was  light,  and  conti- 
nuing at  it  till  it  was  quite  dark,  when  they  re- 
turned to  their  prifon,  where  they  had  no  other  fa- 
tisfaction  than  to  repofe  their  bodies  on  the  bare 
ground,  having  nothing  to  eat,  as  they  eagerly 
devoured  their  only  meal  before  they  began  the 
labour  of  the  day. 

On  the  twenty-fecond  of  November  they  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  the  ambaffador,  who,  with 
all  the  concern  imaginable,  lamented  their  me- 
lancholy 
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lancholy  fituation,  and  informed  them  that,  by 
the  paternal  care  of  their  fovereign,  he  hoped 
foon  to  obtain  their  liberty.  They  fpent  this 
evening  in  flattering  themfelves  that  they  mould 
foon  obtain  the  fweets  of  that  freedom,  to  which, 
as  Englishmen,  they  were  born. 

Early  the  next  morning,  each  man  being  fur- 
nifhed  with  a  pick-ax,  they  v/ere  conducted  to  a 
caftle  called  Doer  Dabibah,  which  the  emperor 
was  going  to  rebuild  ;  but  at  that  time  they  lit- 
tle imagined  that  this  fatiguing  job  would  have 
fallen  to  their  lot. 

They  were  firft  ordered  to  pull  down  a  wall 
at  about  two  hundred  yards  diftance  from  the 
caftle  •,  on  which  they  laboured  from  break  of 
day  till  the  clofe  of  the  evening,  without  inter- 
mifljpn,  for  near  a  quarter  of  a  year. 

When  they  had  pulled  down  this  wall,  and 
dug  up  the  foundation,  they  were  fet  to  work 
upon  another,  which  was  eighteen  feet  thick, 
and  coft  them  a  deal  of  pains  :  their  manner  of 
pulling  it  down  was  by  making  trenches  with 
their  pickaxes,  and  ra'ifing  pieces  of  a  ton  weight 
at  a  time,  with  wooden  levers  provided  for  that 
purpofe. 

Having  entirely  pulled  down  the  laft  wall 
they  were  fet  to  work  upon,  the  emperor  order- 
ed that  they  ihould  dig  a  trench  for  the  founda- 
tion of  a  new  caftle,  twelve  yards  without  the 
walls  of  the  old  one.  In  about  a  fortnight  the 
trench  was  prepared,  and  they  began  to  build  the 
walls,  which  v/ere  made  in  the  following  man- 
ner :  a  cafe  being  made,  they  put  into  it  their 
materials  ready  prepared,  which  confifted  of  a 
fine  kind  of  loomy  earth,  well  tempered  with 
lime  and  water,  and  the  remains  of  the  old  wall, 
beat  fmall  and  mixed  with  it :  a  quantity  of  this, 
to  the  depth  of  about  eighteen  inches,  being  put 
into  the  cafe,  was  beat  till  it  became  as  fine  as 
pafte  ;  then  another  layer  was  put  in,  and  beat 
in  the  fame  manner,  and  lb  on  till  the  cafe  was 
filled,  which  being  done,  it  was  taken 'away, 
and  there  appeared  a  fine  fmooth  wall  of  one 
entire  piece,  which  being  hardened  by  the  heat 
of  the  fun,  became  ftronger  than  ftone. 

After  receiving  great  and  repeated  infults 
from  thofe  who  were  fet  ever  them,  our  unfor- 
tunate countrymen  compleated  the  caftle  on  the 
twentieth  of  July  1748'.  The  outer  walls  of 
this  caftle  were  about  one  thoufand  and  forty 
yards  in  circumference,  four  feet  thick,  twenty- 
four  feet  high  in  moll  parts,  but  in  fome  up- 
wards of  thirty,  and  inclcfcd  about  five  acres  of 
ground. 

No  fooner  was  this  large  piece  of  work  com- 
pleated, than  they  were  again  fet  to  work,  to 
fill  up  a  very  large  pit,  which  had  been  dug  for 
materials  to  mix  among  others,  with  which  they 
built  the  cattle. 

On  the  thirty-firft  of  OcTober  1748,  our  cap- 
tives received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Petticrew,  in 
which  he  acquainted  them  that  the  emperor  had 
granted  his  licence  for  their  coming  to  Tetuan, 
where  he  hoped  for  the  pleafure  of  feeing  them 
very  fhortly  ;  and  that  he  had  given  orders  that 


A  jillabce  is  a  garment  made  of  coarfe  blanket  fluff, 
in  the  form  of  a  Friar's  capuchin. 


they  fliould  be  fupplied  with  a  jillabee*  and 
bambouches,-f-  and  fome  mules  to  eafe  them  on 
the  road. 

They  received  this  moft  agreeable  news  with 
tranfports  of  joy  not  to  be  expreffed  ;  and  in  a- 
bout  feven  days  time  a  guard  arrived  from  the 
governor  of  Tetuan,  to  conduct  them  to  that 
place,  which  was  about  one  hundred  and  fixty 
miles  diftant,  and  which  they  reached  in  fix 
days. 

Before  they  fet  out,  the  emperor,  who  was 
then  at  Mequinez,  fent  an  order  that  four  of  the 
youngeft  of  the  Englifh  captives  §  fliould  be 
flopped,  and  fent  to  him,  to  remain  in  his  pof- 
feffion  till  the  ambaffador  fhould  pay  his  de- 
mands ;  and  it  was  his  intention  to  prefent  thofe 
to  the  ambaffador,  in  return  for  the  prefent 
brought  from  his  Britannick  majefty. 

On  the  morning  of  their  departure,  the  chrif- 
.  tians  of  different  nations  accompanied  them  al- 
moft  to  the  gates  of  the  town,  fhook  hands  with 
them  at  parting,  and  with  ftreamingeyes,  wifh- 
ed  them  a  good  journey  to  Tetuan,  and  fafe  out 
of  the  hands  of  the  barbarians. 

They  made  their  journey  in  the  moft  ehearful 
and  agreeable  manner  ;  and  to  acid  to  their  fa- 
tisfacfion,  they  had  the  fineft  weather  imagina- 
ble •»  but  nothing  material  happened  till  they 
came  within  fixteen  miles  of  Tetuan,  when  they 
were  met  by  another  guard,  who  brought  with 
them  hones  and  mules  for  them  to  ride  on,  that 
they  might  not  make  it  late  the  next  day  before 
they  got  into  town. 

They  proceeded  on  their  journey  early  in  the 
morning,  and  at  twelve  o'clock  had  the  pleafure 
of  feeing  Tetuan  at  the  dittance  of  about  two 
miles.  As  they  came  nearer,  they  were  met  by 
the  inhabitants,  efpecially  a  great  number  of 
women,  fome  mounted  on  mules,  and  ctiiers  on 
foot,  and  the  women  riding  allride,  as  the  em- 
peror's ladies  do  when  they  travel  from  one 
place  to  another. 

Juft  as  they  were  entering  the  firft  gate,  they 
were  met  by  Mr..  Petticrew,  and  two  or  three 
Englifh  merchants  who  refided  there,  to  whom 
they  had  paid  their  refpefts  as  they  palled  •,  and 
when  they  were  within  the  gate,  they  were  men 
by  the  alcaide  and  other  principal  people,  with 
a  guard  of  two  hundred  foldicrs  ;  and  as  they 
palled  by  him  they  cried,  "  Long  life  to  thee 
"  ourmafter." 

Multitudes  of  the  inhabitants  crouded  to  fee 
them  pals  along,  fome  of  whom  infulted  them, 
by  calling  them  Unbelievers,  dogs  without 
fouls,  and  other  opprobrious  names.  But  the 
guards  did  not  fcruple  to  knock  down  thefe  a- 
bufive  wretches,  having  orders  to  do  fo  on  fuch 
occafions. 

They  were  now  put  into  a  prifon  provided  for 
their  reception,  where  Mr.  Petticrew  came,  and 
gave  them  fome  mutton  which  he  had  got  ftew- 
ed  for  them,  as  alio  fome  bread,  and  to  each, 
man  a  cup  full  of  w  ine. 

About  four  o'clock  Mr.  Petticrew  came  a- 
gain  to  the  prifon,  wifhed  them  joy  on  their  fafe 
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arrival  at  Tetuan,  told  them  he  hoped  it  would 
not  be  long  before  he  fhould  fee  the  ambaflador, 
and  that  lie  did  not  doubt  but  their  redemption 
would  be  compleated  in  a  very  fhort  time  after 
his  arrival. 

Having  returned  him  their  bed  thanks,  they 
defired  he  would  be  fo  kind  as  to  order  them  a 
daily  allowance  for  their  fubfiftence  ;  which  he 
immediately  complied  with,  allowing  them  fix- 
pence  a  day  each,  which  is  about  what  is  cuf- 
tomary  to  be  allowed  to  prifoners  of  war. 

As  providence  had  once  more  indulged  them 
with  a  kind  of  plenty,  they  loft  no  time  in  pro- 
curing food  and  neceflary  refreftiments  ;  for 
though  their  journey  had  been  highly  agreeable, 
they  had  been  by  no  means  over-fed. 

Guards  were  now  placed  at  the  door  of  their 
habitation;  whofe  bufinefs  it  was  to  go  either 
to  buy  provifion,  or  on  any  other  errand  which 
the  captives  wanted  •,  and  if  at  any  time  they  had 
a  mind  to  walk  about  the  town,  thele  guards 
were  obliged  to  attend  them. 

Soon  after  their  arrival  at  Tetuan,  the  al- 
caide fent  to  the  ambaflador,  to  acquaint  him 
that  as  he  had  got  the  captives  in  his  pofleffion, 
he  would  be  glad  he  would  come  and  bring 
their  redemption  to  a  conclufion,  which  would 
oblige  the  emperor  much  more  than  any  uhne- 
ceffary  delay. 

About  the  middle  of  December  the  ambafla- 
dor fent  a  prefent  to  each  of  the  captives,  con- 
fifting  of  a  foldier's  coat  and  breeches,  a  fhirt, 
a  cap,  a  pair  of  ftockings,  -fhces  and  buckles, 
which  was  of  the  utmoft  fervice  to  them,  as  they 
had  been  almoft  naked  for  a  confiderable  time. 
On  the  Sunday  following  they  appeared  in  their 
new  cloaths,  and  began  to  think  themfelves  the 
beft  dreffed  perfons  in  the  town. 

On  the  evening  of  the  fecond  of  January  they 
efpied  a  fail  (landing  into  the  bay  •,  and  early 
the  next  morning,  they  could  difcern,  from  the 
top  of  Mr.  Petticrew's  houfe,  an  union  flag  at 
the  maft  head,  which  being  a  fignal  that  the 
ambaflador  was  on  board,  Mr.  Petticrew  imme- 
diately informed  the  alcaide  thereof,  and  then 
went  on  board,  and  remained  with  the  ambafla- 
dor till  he  came  on  fhore,  which  was  on  the 
following  day. 

As  foon  as  the  captives  heard  that  the  ambaf- 
fador  was  debarked,  they  gave  three  huzzas, 
and  upon  a  long  pole  hoifted  an  union  flag  on 
the  top  of  their  prifon,  having  previoully  pre- 
pared it  againft  the  time  that  his  excellency 
fhould  land. 

About  feven  o'clock  in  the  morning  the  al- 
caide fent  down  the  beft  horfe  he  had  for  the 
ambaflador  to  ride  on  to  the  town  ;  at  eight  all 
the  chriftian  merchants  in  the  town  went  down 
to  accompany  his  excellency  ;  at  nine  the  al- 
caide followed  them,  with  the  foldiers  belong- 
ing to  the  town,  firing  with  powder  all  the  way 
they  went  i  and  about  eleven  they  all  fet  out  in 
§rand  proceflion  from  the  place  where  the  am- 
baflador landed. 

By  this  time  the  walls  were  covered  with  peo- 
ple to  fee  his  excellency's  entry  :  when  he  en- 
tered the  gates  of  the  town  the  cannon  of  the 
caftle  were  fired,  and  every  one  who  had  a  muf- 
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ket  made  ufe  of  it  on  the  occafion,  fo  that  the 
firing  in  different  parts  of  the  town  continued  till 
it  was  almoft  night. 

On  the  fifth  of  the  month  the  captives  wrote  a 
letter  to  his  excellency,  congratulating  him  on 
his  arrival;  and  reprefenting  that  the  prifon  in 
which  they  were  confined  was  too  fmall,  and  fo 
old,  and  fo  much  out  of  repair,  that  they  daily 
expected  it  would  fall  on  their  heads :  upon 
which  another  place  was  taken  in  that  part  of 
the  town  where  the  Jews  live,  and  they  were 
divided;  half  of  them  being  moved  to  the  new 
prifon,  and  half  remained  in  the  old  one. 

Some  time  now  pafled  away  without  any  fteps 
being  taken  towards  their  redemption  ;  during 
which  the  alcaide  feveral  times  defired  the  am- 
baflador to  bring  the  matter  to  a  conclufion. 

At  length  they  had  feveral  conferrences,  but 
could  not  agree,  which  occafioned  great  uneafi- 
nefs  among  the  captives  ;  for  they  were  inform- 
ed by  the  Mcbrs,  that  in  cafe  the  ambaflador 
fhould  not  very  foch  give  the  alcaide  the  fatis- 
fadhon  hfe  expected,  they  would  be  all  put  into 
the  mortimore  or  dungeon,  of  which  mention  will 
be  made  in  its  proper  place. 

Though  the  apprehenfion  of  being  locked  up 
in  this  fhocking  place  ftruck  them  with  a  panic, 
yet  they  flattered  themfelves  the  ambaflador 
would  find  fome  means  of  procuring  their  re- 
demption, and  hot  permit  the  Moors  to  exer- 
cife  their  tyranny  much  longer. 

Filled  with  thefe  hopes,  they  bore  the  bad  news 
as  patiently  as  pofiible,  and  lived  in  expectation 
of  a  happy  turn  of  fortune  ;  but  no  negotiation 
going  forward  for  fome  time,  they  at  length  fent 
a  memorial  to  the  ambaflador,  figned  by  fifty-two 
of  them  ■  after  reading  which  his  excellency  faid, 
that  "  Nothing  had  been  wanting  to  forward 
"  their  redemption  that  lay  in  his  power,  and 
"  that  every  expedient  that  was  agreeable  to  his 
"  inflations,  fhould  be  put  into  execution  for 
"  that  purpofe." 

On  the  fifth  of  February  174.8-9,  the  alcaide, 
being  impatient  to  have  the  affair  brought  to  an 
iflue,  fent  for  fix  of  the  captives,  and  by  means 
of  an  interpreter,  addrefled  them  in  the  follow- 
ing manner  : 

"  It  is  a  long  time  fince  you  were  caft  away 
"  in  the  bay  of  Tangier,  and  I  am  fenfible  you 
"  have  had  a  great  deal  of  fatigue,  which  I  am 
"  very  forry  for.  You  know  how  dangerous  it 
"  is  for  rhe  to  difoblige  the  emperor ;  and  I 
"  doubt  not  but  you  have  feen  many  of  his 
"  fubjects  loofe  their  lives  for  a  trifling  difo- 
"  bedienee." 

To  this  the  Englifh  anfwering  in  the  affirma- 
tive, he  continued  thus  ;  "  Why  then  fhould  I 
"  diioblige  him  in  this  negotiation  with  your 
"  ambaflador  ?  in  fuch  a  cafe  I  fhould  expect 
"  that  the  firft  time  I  fhould  fee  him  would  be 
"  the  laft  ;  therefore  for  the  fake  of  felf-prefer- 
"  vation,  if  for  no  other  caufe,  I  fhall  lofe  no 
"  time  in  this  affair." 

"  Yefterday,"  continued  he,  "  your  arnbaf- 
"  fador  and  I  had  a  long  conference,  when  I 
"  reprefented  to  him  the  great  trouble  I  had 
"  been  at  to  procure  the  favour  of  your  coming 
"  down  to  Tetuan  ;  and  now  you  are  here  he 
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*  does  not  feem  to  be  under  any  concern  whe- 
**  ther  you  return  to  your  own  country  or  not. 
"  Before  I  fent  for  you  down,  his  agreement 
"  was  to  depofit  the  money  for  your  redempti- 
which  he  now  refufes  to  do  till  fuch  time 


on, 


"  as  you  are  embarked  -,  therefore  I  would  have 
**  you  go  to  the  ambaffador,  and  inform  him 
"  that  this  day  is  the  laft  that  you  will  be  al- 
"  lowed  the  liberty  of  walking  about  the 
«  town." 

They  asked  the  alcaide  if  the  whole  money  due 
for  the  redemption  of  the  captives  by  the  late 
John  Leonard  Sollicoffre  Efq-,  was  infifted  on, 
whereof  the  Bafhaw  Hamet  had  received  almoft 
two  thirds  :  to  which  he  anfwered,  "  I  demand 
"  no  more  than  the  ambaffador's  agreement, 
"  which  was  to  pay  for  your  redemption  •,  and 
**  as  to  what  is  remaining  due  on  account  of 
"  the  laft  llaves  redeemed,  he  muft  difpute  that 
"  with  the  emperor  :  I  would  therefore  have 
"  you  go  to  your  ambaffador,  and  try  what  you 
"  can  do  in  behalf  of  yourfelves  and  your  cora- 
**  panions." 

Hereiroon  they  went  to  the  ambaffador,  and 
informed  him  what  the  alcaide  had  faid  to 
them  -,  to  which  his  excellency  replied,  that  he 
would  not  pay  him  rill  they  were  embarked, 
**  For,"  faid  he,  "  I  fear  when  he  has  got  the 
ft  money  he  will  not  fend  you  away." 

To  this  they  replied,  that  "  If  his  excellency 
"  contended  with  him  ever  fo  long,  it  would  be 
•*  to  no  manner  of  purpofe  -,  for  as  the  tyrants 
"  had  got  both  him  and  them  in  their  power, 
'*  they  were  a  fufficient  pledge  for  the  money." 
Hereupon  his  excellency  ordered  them  to  go  to 
the  alcaide  with  his  compliments,  and  inform 
Vim  that  he  would  fend  for  the  money  that  day, 
and  at  the  fame  time  to  beg  he  would  indulge 
them  in  their  ufual  liberty. 

They  now  returned  to  the  alcaide,  and  hav- 
ing delivered  this  melTage,  and  informed  him 
that  the  ambaffador  was  in  doubt  whether  he 
Would  let  them  embark  after  he  had  got  the 
money  in  his  poffeffion  •,  the  alcaide  anfwered, 
<c  Let  the  ambaffador  fend  for  the  money  -,  and 
"  when  I  am  fatisfied  that  it  is  on  board  the  vef- 
"  lei,  you  and  your  brethren  lhall  embark  •, 
"  and  when  you  are  on  board  I  fhall  expect  the 
"  money,  and  not  before  :  you  may  therefore 
"  return  to  your  ambaffador,  and  inform  him 
"  what  I  have  faid  to  you,  and  affure  him  that 
"  if  I  can  oblige  him  in  any  other  rtfpect,  I 
"  will  •,  and  that  you  fhall  have  the  fame  hber- 
"  ty  to  walk  abuut  the  town  with  a  guard,  as 
"  you  have  had  hitherto." 

The  emiffaries  now  returned  to  their  compa- 
nions, with  hearts  filled  with  joy,  to  think  that 
they  had  eicaped  being  put  into  the  dungeon  : 
and  there  being  a  veffel  in  the  bay  ready  to  fail 
for  Gibraltar,  that  circumftance  gave  them  ftill 
greater  fpirits,  as  the  ambaffador  had  declared 
he  would  fend  for  the  money  by  the  firft  veffel 
that  fhould  go  from  Tetuan  to  Gibraltar. 

When  the  veffel  had  "been  Jailed  two  days, 
dtey  began  eagerly  to  wifh  for  its  return,  as  the 
Ieaft  delay  might  again  plunge  them  into  almoft 
as  bad  circumftances  as  they  had  ever  been  in 
yet  :  but  as  during  thefe  two  days  the  wind  con- 


tinued eafterly,  the  alcaide  had  no  reafon  to  be 
uneafy,  as  he  well  knew  that  with  that  wind  no 
fhip  could  come  from  Gibraltar  to  Tetuan. 

At  length  the  wind  coming  about  to  the  weft, 
a  fhip  arrived  from  Gibraltar,  and  the  command- 
er came  to  the  town  -,  but  all  they  could  learn 
from  him  was,  that  they  need  not  doubt  but 
they  would  in  a  very  mort  rime  be  at  Gibraltar: 
but  whether  die  money  was  brought  for  their 
redemption  or  not,  they  could  not  learn.  This 
account  therefore  was  by  no  means  fatisfactory  -, 
and  this  night  all  thofe  thai  were  abroad  were 
driven  to  their  prifons. 

Their  guards  now  began  to  treat  them  in  a  very 
different  mannerfrom  what  they  had  done  before; 
and  as  they  knew  that  diis  could  not  be  done 
but  by  order  of  die  alcaide,  they  were  well  con- 
vinced that  the  money  for  their  redemption  was 
not  arrived. 

The  alcaide,  however,  being  willing  they 
fhould  know  why  they  were  moreclofeiy  confin- 
ed than  heretofore,  Jtnt  for  the  fix  people  who 
were  with  him  before,  and,  by  his  interpreter, 
addreffed  them  as  follows. 

"  You  all  well  know  that  yor.r  ambaffador 
"  promifed  that  the  money  for  your  redemption 
"  fhould  be  paid  fome  time  ago  :  but  it  could 
"  not  be  expected  that  fbips  fhould  arrive  from 
*'  Gibraltar,  as  ibe  wind  was  contrary-,  but 
"  now  the  wind  is  fhifted,  and  there  is  a  veffei 
'*  come,  but  the  money  is  not  :  I  am  furpriz- 
"  ed  that  your  ambaffador  fhould  trifle  with  me 
"  in  this  manner ;  therefore  do  vou  go  to  him 
"  and  inform  him,  that  I  fhall  wait  till  to-mor- 
"  row  for  his  pofitive  anfwer,  whether  he  in- 
"  tends  to  pay  the  money,  that  you  may  go  t» 
"  your  own  country,  or  otherwife  you  muft  be 
"  fent  back  to  the  emperor  in  irons  ;  for  I  can- 
"  not  delay  any  longer  without  his  majtfty's  ex- 
"  prefs  orders." 

They  now  begged  of  the  alcaide  that  he  would 
have  a  little  more  patience  •,  and  faid  they  did 
not  doubt  but  that  the  ambaffador  would  foon 
have  the  money  ready  for  him,  and  bring  every 
thing  to  fuch  a  conclufion  as  would  give  hina 
perfect  fatisfaclion. 

"  Well  then,"  faid  the  alcaide,  "  go  to  your 
"  ambaffador,  and  inform  him  that  I  will  wait 
"  till  another  veffel  arrives,  to  fee  if  he  will  then 
"  order  the  money  to  be  brought  ;  for  I  would 
"  not  have  it  faid,  that  I  am  in  the  leaft  a  foe 
"  to  him,  or  to  any  of  you  ;  and  tc-morrow  you 
"  fhall  have  your  liberty  again,  as  ufual." 

They  now  returned  their  beft  thanks,  and 
going  to  the  ambaffador,  told  him  what  the  al- 
caide had  faid-,  on  which  his  excellency  bid  them 
not  be  difcouraged  on  account  of  the  money  not 
being  arrived,  "  For,"  faid  he  "  I  now  give 
"  you  my  promife,  that  it  lhall  not  be  long  be- 
."  fore  you  are  fet  at  liberty." 

Soon  after  this  another  veffel  arrived,  and 
then  a  fecond  and  a  third,  but  brought  no  mo- 
ney :  which  made  our  poor  captives  extremely 
apprehenfive  that  they  ihould  in  a  fhort  time  be 
put  into  the  dungeon  :  but  thefe  veffels  failed 
again  to  Gibraltar,  without  the  alcaide's  taking 
any  farther  notice  of  the  affair  than  he  had  alrea- 
dy done. 

On 
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On  the  evening  of  the  fourteenth  of  March 
174S-9,  arrived  the  Brave  Sherbeck,  captain 
Hafwcil,  from  whom  they  were  in  the  higheft 
expectation  of  hearing  fome  fatisfadtory  news  ; 
but  as  the  captain  did  not  come  on  more  till  the 
next  morning,  they  were  obliged  to  wait  with  as 
much  patience  as  poffible. 

The  captain  came  to  Tctuan  about  ten  o'clock 
in  the  morning  ;  and  about  two  in  the  afternoon 
the  alcaide  fent  for  them  all  in  the  utmoft  hafle, 
which  made  them  apprehend  fome  fatal  confe- 
quence. 

When  they  were  arrived,  he  ordered  them  to 
fland  in  a  line:  and  having  picked  out  twenty- 
five  of  them,  he  acquainted  them  that  thofe 
were  to  embark  on  the  next  day,  and  the  reft 
were  to  remain  fome  little  time  longer,  for  there 
was  not  money  enough  come  to  pay  for  the  re- 
demption of  any  more. 

He  then  fent  thofe  that  were  to  embark  the 
next  day  to  a  houle  by  themfelves,  and  the  o- 
thers  to  a  prifon  :  and  on  the  fixteenth  of  March 
about  eleven  o'clock  the  ambafiador  fent  for 
thofe  who  were  to  embark,  and  gave  every  man 
a  certificate,  wilhing  them  all  fafe  to  England  : 
and  about  twelve  o'clock,  they  were,  by  order 
of  the  alcaide,  fent  without  the  city  walls,  where 
they  were  met  by  Mr.  Petticrew,  captain  Haf- 
well,  and  the  alcaide  ;  and  twelve  mules  were 
provided  to  help  them  on  the  road,  there  hav- 
ing; been  a  great  deal  of  rain,  which  made  the 
ways  very  bad. 

They  were  not  far  out  of  the  town  before  it 
began  to  rain  very  hard  •,  on  which  the  alcaide 
told  Mr.  Petticrew,  that  as  the  weather  was  like- 
ly to  prove  fo  bad,  it  would  be  proper  for  them 
to  ftay  till  the  next  day  -,  but  his  true  reafon  for 
defiring  this  delay  was,  that  he  had  agreed  for 
the  departure  of  thefe  people  without  the  know- 
ledge of  the  emperor  ;  and  the  dread  of  his  dif- 
pleafure  was  evident  enough  in  his  counte- 
nance. 

Captain  Hafwell  now  told  the  alcaide,  that 
the  mowers  only  came  off  the  mountains  in 
fqualls,  and  would  not  laft  long  •,  and  if  they 
did,  it  was  not  to  be  imagined  that  thole  who 
had  been  fo  long  in  captivity  would  delay  a  mo- 
ment on  account  of  the  weather. 

Still,  however,  it  was  evident  that  the  alcaide 
was  uneafy  ;  upon  which  Mr.  Petticrew  defired 
to  know  if  it  was  his  intention  that  they  fhould 
embark  or  not,  "  for,"  laid  he,  "  if  you  are  ap- 
"  prehenfive  that  the  weather  will  be  prejudi- 
"  cial  to  their  health,  fend  them  back  at  once  to 
"  their  prifon  •,  for  it  is  as  bad  for  them  to  fland 
"  there  in  the  rain,  as  to  proceed  in  order  to  em- 
"  bark  ;  but  I  imagine  you  do  not  care  to  part 
"  with  them  ;  and  if  fo,  when  do  you  imagine 
"  you  fhall  get  the  money  into  your  hands  ?  Do 
"  you  think  that  the  governor  of  Gibraltar  will 
"  fend  the  money  a  fecond  time  ?  Indeed  he 
"  will  not  •,  nor  will  he,  for  the  future,  ever 
"  take  your  word  on   any   account  whatever  ; 


*   Marteene  is   a  place   about   feven  miles  dif- 
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"  and  when  the  Merchants  of  Gibraltar  come  to 
"  undcrftand  that  you  are  not  a  man  of 
"  your  word,  they  will  not  think  themfelves 
"  fafe  in  carrying  on  the  lead  commerce  with 
"  this  town." 

Hereupon,  the  alcaide,  (who  knew  that  if  the 
merchants  of  Gibraltar  fhould  entertain  a  bad 
opinion  of  him,  it  would  be  of  the  utmoft  pre- 
judice to  the  town,)  directed  that  they  fhould 
depart,  which  they  joyfully  obeyed  :  fome 
mounted  the  mules,  while  others  ran  on  foot  ; 
and  indeed  thofe  on  foot  kept  a-head  of  the 
mules  all  the  way  to  Marteene.* 

When  they  came  to  Marteene,  the  captain 
and  two  Moors  who  were  commifHoned  to  re- 
ceive the  money,  went  on  board  in  order  to  bring 
it  on  fhore  -y  and  when  the  money  was«  in  the 
boat,  the  Moors  were  to  hoift  and  ftrike  the  en- 
fign  three  times  j  on  which  the  Englifh  cap- 
tives were  to  put  off,  and  the  boat  with  the  mo- 
ney was  to  come  on  fhore. 

Accordingly,  about  three  o'clock,  two  boats 
being  prepared  for  them,  the  fignal  was  given  ; 
on  which  they  inftantly  jumped  into  the  boats, 
and  had  the  pleafure  of  tafting  that  freedom,  for 
which  they  had  fo  long  and  fo  ardently  wifhed. 
As  foon  as  they  were  embarked,  they  congra± 
tulated  each  other  on  the  occafion,  and  with 
hearts  full  of  joy  and  gratitude,  returned  their 
unfeigned  thanks  to  Almighty  God,  who  in 
his  great  goodnefs,  had  delivered  them  from  the 
infults  of  the  mercilefs  Barbarians. 

On  the  next  day  they  arrived  at  Gibraltar, 
where  they  remained  a  week,  and  then  embark- 
ing on  board  his  majefty's  fhip  the  Crown,  failed 
for  England,  and,  on  the  nth  of  May  1749, 
arrived  fafe  at  Portfmouth. 

From  Portfmouth  they  repaired  to  London, 
where  they  prefented  a  petition  to  the  king,  fet- 
ting  forth  the  nature  of  their  fufferings,  on  which 
his  majefty  was  pleafed  to  order  them  a  bounty 
of  five  pounds  each,  and  his  late  Royal  High- 
nefs  the  Prince  of  Wales,  ordered  fifty  pounds 
to  be  divided  amongft  them. 

Having  now  accompanied  thefe  twenty-five 
captives  to  England,  let  us  return  to  their  fel- 
low fufferers,  who  were  not  redeemed  till  the 
eighth  cf  December  1750. 

Thefe,  having  wiihed  their  companions  a 
profperous  voyage  to  their  native  country,  flood 
gazing  on  a  hill  till  the  veflel  in  which  they  fail- 
ed was  out  of  fight,  and  then  returned  to  their 
prifon,  where  they  lamented  their  haplefs  fate, 
thinking  it  extremely  unfortunate  that  the  whole 
redemption-money  was  not  fent  at  that  time, 
while  the  door  of  freedom  was  equally  open  to 
them  all. 

About  twenty  days  after  the  departure  of  the 
twenty-five  perfons  abovementioned,  the  ambaf- 
iador was  informed  that  there  was  a  fhip  Hand- 
ing into  the  bay  •,  on  which,  with  a  few  of  the 
captives  who  then  happened  to  be  with  him,  he 
went  on  the  roof  of  his  houfe,  and  by  the  help  of 


and    from    that   town    are   imported     and    expor- 
ted, 
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a  glafs,  knew  the  veffel  to  be  the  Nightingale; 
on  which  he  wiflied  them  joy,  and  told  them  that 
the  money  for  their  redemption  was  brought  by 
that  fhip. 

On  the  evening  of  the  fame  day  his  excellency 
fent  Mr.  Petticrew  to  the  Alcaide,  to  inform 
him  that  the  fhip  arrived  in  the  bay  had  brought 
the  remainder  of  the  money  for  the  redemption 
of  the  captives. 

The  captives  were  at  this  time  infpired  with 
new  life,  and  the  looks  of  Freemen  appeared  in 
each  countenance  :  but  to  their  great  mortifica- 
tion, when  Mr.  Petticrew  returned,  he  inform- 
ed the  ambaffador,  that  the  alcaide  had  received 
orders  from  the  emperor  not  to  part  with  one 
of  the  Englifh  captives,  till  he  had  received 
from  the  ambaffador  the  former  redemption 
money  remaining  due  •,  and  alfo  that  which  the 
Englifh  laid  was  paid  to  the  Baffa  Hamet.-f- 

On  the  following  day  the  ambafiador  had  a 
conference  with  the  alcaide,  when  he  reprefent- 
ed  that  the  money  paid  to  the  Baffa  Harriet  was 
by  compuifion  ;  for  that  when  the  late  Mr.  Sol- 
licoffre came  from  the  emperor,  and  brought 
with  him  the  Britifh  captives  to  Tetuan,  the 
Baffa,  then  governor  of  the  town,  infifted,  be- 
fore he  would  fuffer  the  captives  to  embark,  on 
bills  for  the  payment  of  the  money  agreed  on 
between  the  emperor  and  Mr.  Sollicoffre  for  their 
redemption  •,  and  there  could  be  no  doubt  but 
that  Mr.  Sollicoffre  imagined,  that  when  the 
Baffa  had  received  the  money,  he  would  imme- 
diately have  remitted  it  to  his  majefty,  as  it  was 
his  duty  to  have  done  •,  but  as  he  had  not  remit- 
ted it,  it  was  proper  that  the  Baffa's  family 
fhould  be  anfwerable  for  it,  and  that  it  mould 
not  be  again  demanded  of  his  Brittannick  ma- 
jefly.  Thus,  for  three  days  fucceffively,  did 
the  ambaffador  reafon  with  the  alcaide,  in  or- 
der to  procure  the  liberty  of  his  countrymen, 
but  all  he  could  fay  produced  no  good  effecl. 

In  this  emergency  his  excellency  knew  not 
what  to  do,  but  to  offer  the  payment  of  four 
thouiand  three  hundred  and  ninety-nine  pounds, 
and  one  milling,  and  the  head-money,  on  con- 
dition that  the  captives  were  embarked  on  board 
the  Nightingale  •,  but  this  the  alcaide  refufed  to 
accept,  becaufe  his  inftruftions  from  the  empe- 
ror were  to  infift  on  eight  thoufand  two  hundred 
and  one  pounds,  which  was  paid  to  the  Baffa 
Hamet,  and  the  four  thouiand  three  hundred 
and  ninety-nine  pounds  and  one  milling  remain- 
ing due,  together  with  head  money  for  the  re- 
leaie  of  the  captives. 

The  alcaide,  finding  he  could  not  bring  the 
ambafiador  to  agree  to  thefe  terms,  told  him  he 
would  put  the  captives  into  the  dungeon,  and  in 
a  fhort  time  fend  them  back  to  the  emperor  in 
irons,  and  oblige  him  to  go  with  them  ;  befides 
which  he  would  fend  out  his  row  boats  and  gal- 


f  The  Ami  that  remained  due  was  four  thoufand 
i hi ce  hundred  and  ninety-nine  pounds  and  one  (hilling, 
'which  the  ambaffador  had  agreed  to  pay,  as  well  as 
Three  hundred  and  fifty  Mexico  dollars,  (equal  in  value 
to  an  Englifh  crown  piece)  as  redemption-money  for 
each  man.  The  other  fum  that  had  been  paid  to  the 
JfcfTa  Hamet,  was  eight  thoufand  two  hundred  and  one 


lies,  to  make  reprifals  on  any  Englifh  fhips  they 
could  meet  with  :  which,  if  he  had  done,  mull 
have  increafed  the  numbe'r  of  captives,  and  oc- 
cafioned  a  considerable  expence  tb  the  Englifh 
government.  . 

Hereupon,  the  ambaffador  defired  the  captain 
of  the  Nightingale  to  permit  Mr.  Stevens,  his 
firft  lieutenant,  to  carry  difpatches  from  him  to 
the  Englifh  miniftry,  for  inftrudions  how  to  act 
in  this  critical  affair. 

This  requeft  being  readily  complied  with, 
Mr.  Stevens  left  Tetuan  on  the  twenty -ninth  of 
April  1 749  •,  and  during  the  time  that  he  was 
going  to  England  and  back,  which  was  about 
two  months,  the  captives  had  the  liberty  of 
walking  about  the  town  in  the  day  time  with  a 
guard,  as  before. 

Mr.  Stevens  being  returned,  they  were  in 
hopes  that  they  fhould  foon  obtain  cheir  liberty  ; 
but  to  their  mortification  they  found  that  his 
voyage  had  not  been  attended  with  fuccefs. 

The  alcaide  now  again  fent  for  the  ambaf- 
fador, and  renewed  his  demand  •,  but  his  excel- 
lency told  him  that  he  could  not  in  the  leaft  ex- 
ceed the  inftruclions  he  had  from  the  king  his 
matter  ;  and  therefore  could  not  comply  with 
his  demands. 

In  this  perplexity  the  ambaffador  had  no  me- 
thod of  prevailing  on  the  alcaide  not  to  fend  the 
captives  back  to  Fez,  but  to  fign  an  acknow- 
ledgement that  their  mercenary  demands  were 
juftly  due,  and  give  an  obligation  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  money  in  two  months  time. 

The  complying  with  thefe  demands  was  alfb 
the  only  method  by  which  he  could  prevent  the 
row-boats  and  gallies  from  taking  the  Englifh 
merchant-fhips  ;  and  if  he  had  not  complied,  he 
would  have  been  unanimoufly  blamed  by  the 
merchants,  for  not  preventing  the  capture  of 
their  fhips,  while  he  was  on  the  fpot. 

The  two  months  being  expired,  and  no  mo- 
ney arrived,  the  alcaide  flopped  all  commerce 
with  Gibraltar,  infulted  the  ambaffador  in  the 
moft  fcandalous  manner,  put  the  captives  into 
the  dungeon,  and  threatened  to  fend  them  back 
to  Fez  in  irons. 

When  they  had  been  confined  in  the  dungeon 
three  weeks,  a  fquadron  arrived  in  the  bay  un- 
der the  command  of  commodore  Keppel,  to 
whom  the  ambaffador  reprefented  the  dreadful 
confluences  of  the  men  being  fent  back  to  11a- 
very,  which  muff,  inevitably  happen  if  the  alcaide 
was  not  appeafed  :  he  likewife  let  forth  the  dan- 
gerous confequence  of  their  taking  the  Englifh 
merchant-fhips,  by  which  others  would  be°  re- 
duced to  the  fame  dreadful  ftate  of  flavery. 

Hereupon  the  commodore  promifed  the  pay- 
ment of  the  four  thoufand  three  hundred  and 
ninety-nine  pounds  and  one  fhiiling,  which  the 
alcaide  then  agreed  to  take,  and  contented  im- 


pounds, which  the  a-mbaffador  refufed  to  pay,  having 
no  inftru&ions  fo  to  do. 

The  reafon  of  it!  being  again  demanded,  was,  that 
foon  after  the  RafTa  Hamer  had  got  pofleifion  of  the 
money  from  Mr.  Sollicoffre,  he  rebelled  againil 
the  emperor,  and  applied  the  money  to  his  own 
ufc. 
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felf  to  wait  for  the  reft  till  an  anfvver  rcfpecting 
it  mould  be  received  from  England. 

This  promife  of  payment  releafed  the  cap- 
tives from  the  dungeon,  and  procured  them 
their  ufual  liberty  ;  but  as  the  money  was  not 
paid  according  to  promife,  the  alcaide  put  them 
into  the  dungeon  a  fecond  time,  and  confined 
the  ambaffador  to  his  chamber,  at  the  door  of 
which  two  Ruffians  flood  centry,  who  had  or- 
ders not  to  permit  any  chriftian  or  Jew  to  con- 
verfe  with  him  :  but  the  particulars  of  this  af- 
fair will  be  more  clearly  fhewn  by  the  following 
letter,  which  was  fent  from  Tttuan  to  the  Eng- 
lifli  miniftry. 


"  On  the  twenty-third  of  Auguft,  1749,  a 
"  mefTenger  arrived  at  Tetuan,  from  the  cm- 
"  peror  Muley  Abdaihh,  to  the  alcaide,  or- 
"  dering  him  to  demand  of  his  excellency  "Wil- 
"  liam  Latton,  Efq;  ambaflkdor  there  from  the 
"  court  of  Gnat  Britain,  the  balance-money  due, 
"  being  four  thoufand  three  hundred  and  nine* 
"  nine  pounds  and  onefhilling,  for  the  redemp- 
"  tion  of  the  captives,  now  thirty-fix  in  number  ; 
"  and  the  eight  thoufand  two  hundred  and  one 
"  pounds  that  was  paid  to  the  late  Bafia  Hamet, 
"  deceafed,  which,  as  the  faid  emperor  received 
"  no  part  of,  he  deems  an  illegal  payment.  The 
"  faid  alcaide  declared  to  the  ambaffador,  that 
"  if  he  was  not  forthwith  paid  the  whole  fum, 
"  or,  at  kail,  had  not  his  note  of  hand,  engag- 
"  ing  to  j  ay  it  in  eight  or  ten  days,  he  had  pofi- 
"  tive  orders  to  carry  him  and  the  Englifh  flaves 
"  up  to  Fez  -,  which  would  not  only  greatly  en- 
**  hance  the  expence  of  the  crown,  difgrace  his 
"  majefty's  prefent,  by  confilcation,  and  his 
"  ambaffador,  by  a  denial  of  audience,  but  ren- 
"  der  him,  and  his  attendants,  no  lefs  miferable 
"  than  thole  he  came  to  redeem. 

"  The  ambaffador  anfwered,  that  he  could 
"  not  engage  himfelf  in  that  manner  for  the 
"  payment  of  inch  fums  in  fo  fhort  a  time  ;  but 
"  did  directly  hire  a  polacre  to  carry  over  let* 
"  ters  to  the  governor  of  Gibraltar,  entreating 
"  him  to  fend  the  former  fum  due  of  four 
"  thoufand,  three  hundred,  ninety-nine  pounds, 
"  v.nd  one  fliiUingj  which  was  in  his  poflef- 
"  Con. 

"  The  governor  fent  back  a  letter  to  the  atn- 
"  baffador,  and  a  fharp  one  to  the  alcaidej  but 
"  no  money  ;  whereupon  the  ambaifacor's  houfe 
"  was  immediately  invefted  with  a  party  of  fol- 
"  diers,  who  Brit  violently  dragged  away  his 
"  fecretary,  Mr.  Charles  Sturgis,  tearing  off 
'■'■  his  cloaths,  and  tumbling  him  into  a  difmal 
"  deep  dungeon  under  ground,  called  the  Mor- 
"  tin.ore,  where  he  lay  buried,  without  light 
"  of  fun  or  moon,  for  above  three  weeks,  which 
"  was  not  only  fo  dark,  but  fo  chilly,  that  it 
"  might,  but  tor  the  fingle  favour  of  provi-. 
"  dence,  have  lofc  him  the  trie  of  his  limbs,  or 
"  life  itfelf."- 

"  Aftervvards,  twenty-feven  of  the  Englifh 
"  flaves  were  taken,  in  the  like  manner,  out  of 
"  their  prifon,  and  with  a  Pcrtuguefe,  who  was 
"  one  of  the  ambaffador's  lervants,  hurried  into 
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the  faid  moft  dreadful  interment ;  and  the 
ambaffador  himfelf  had  irons  brought  into 
his  houfe,  wherewith  he  had  been  furely  fet- 
tered, but  for  the  oppofition  made  againft  it 
by  the  Englifh  merchants  ;  yet  they  had  de- 
graded him,  and  taken  off  his  allowance." 
"  After  three  and  twenty  days,  one  of  the 
guards  brought  word  to  the  alcaide,  that  the 
fecretary  was  very  ill,  and  his  life  in  danger ; 
whereupon  he  appointed  him  to  be  led  up 
before  him  ;  and  when  he  underftood  how 
ftedfaftly  willing  the  young  man  was  to  fuffer 
for,  or  with  his  mafter,  the  barbarian  relent- 
ed, and  gave  him  liberty  to  return  home  a- 
gain." 

"  There  was  not  a  Moor,  or  a  Jew,  fuffered 
to  approach  the  ambaffador  ;  not  fo  much  as 
the  Jew  who  was  wont  to  fhave  him.  There 
was  not  a  letter  directed  to  the  ambafTador, 
which  was  not  broke  open  before  he  law  it, 
and  interpreted  to  the  alcaide,  by  an  Englifh 
renegade  or  apoftate." 

"  Two  negro  porters,  who  were  planted  at 
the  ambaffador's  ftreet  door,  had  the  keys  of  all 
his  rooms  above  and  below;  and  two  ruffianly 
foldiers  were  conitantly  polled  to  watch  and 
fleep  every  night  at  his  chamber- door  ;  nor 
could  his  fecretary  go  any  where  abroad  with- 
out a  guard." 

"  The  alcaide,  finding  no  money  arrive  from 
Gibraltar  by  the  time  limited,  and  thai  the 
governor  had  paid  no  regard  to  his  proteft  a- 
gainft  the  ambaffador,  gave  him  to  under- 
ftand,  that  he  had  compelled  feveral  Englifh 
merchants  to  fell  their  goods  ;  and  alfo  forci- 
bly feized  upon  part  of  the  king's  pi  dents, 
"  defigned  for  the  emperor,  to  fulfil  his  en- 
"  gagements  with  him  :  and  the  remainder 
"  thereof  was  expected  every  moment  to  be  al- 
"  fo  carried  away." 

"  The  Englifh  merchants  were  frighted  from 
"  the  ccaft  at  thefe  feverities,  till,  at  laft,  that 
"  they  might  be  induced  to  return  and  trade  a9 
"  ufual,  the  alcaide  ordered  the  captives  to  be 
"  releafed  out  of  the  mortimore,  and  remitted 
"  again  to  their  prifon." 

"  On  the  twenty- eighth  of  October  arrived 
"  there  the  Brave  Sherbeck,  captain  Hafwell, 
"  with  letters  from  the  governor  of  Gibraltar, 
"  to  the  ambaffador,  fignifying,  that  no  money 
"  could  be  fent  by  the  faid  governor,  till  he  had 
"  received  a  final  anfwer  from  the  government. 
"  The  ambaffador  has  not  wanted  courage  be- 
"  coming  the  honour  of  his  country,  or  conde- 
"  fcenfion,  compatible  with  the  dignity  of  his 
"  commifflon,  enough  to  have  gained  him  both 
"  refpect  and  affection  among  any  humane  and 
"  civilized  people  ;  but  though  it  has  been  his 
"  generous  ambition  to  diminilh  the  number  of 
"  our  captives,  it  has  been  his  misfortune  to 
"  be  made  one  himfelf :  and  thus  are  they  wait- 
"  ting  with  chriftian  patience,  until  they  can 
"  meet  with  fome  chriftian  relief." 


Let  us  now  return  to  our  account  of  the  cap- 
tives, who  lay  buried  for  fifty  days  in  the  Mor- 
timore, 
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timore,*  from  whence  they  never  expected  any 
releafe,  rill  they  afcended  in  order  to  be  fent 
back  again  to  Fez. 

Their  fu Airings  here  were  multiplied,  on  ac- 
count of  the  commerce  being  flopped  with  Gib- 
raltar, from  whence  they  could  get  no  fubfift- 
ence,  and  their  allowance  being  reduced  to  two 
pence  per  day,  which,  as  they  could  not  lay  out 
themfclves,  on  account  of  their  cloie  confine- 
ment, they  were  obliged  to  truft  the  Moors  with 
it  ;  and  theie  mercenary  villains  always  cheated 
them  of  a  part,  and  fometimes  of  the  whole. 

Provifions  were  alio  very  dear,  on  account  of 
a  famine  and  plague,  which  at  that  time  raged 
all  over  the  country  •,  fo  that  their  condition  was 
now  more  deplorable  than  it  had  ever  been  du- 
ring their  captivity. 

While  in  this  dungeon  they  were  continually 
infulted  by  the  Moors,  who  uled  to  throw  down 
upon  them  dead  dogs,  cats,  ftones,  &c.  and 
never  thought  themfelves  fo  happy,  as  when 
they  were  exercifing  theie  fcandalous  barbari- 
ties. 

At  length  they  were  releafed  from  this  damp 
and  nauleous  cell,  and  put  into  their  old  prifon, 
and  in  a  few  days  afterwards  were  taken  out 
early  one  morning,  and  conducted  to  a  place 
without  the  town  walls,  where  a  galley  was  build- 
ing for  the  ufe  of  the  Moors,  and  on  this  they 
were  iet  to  work,  which  they  continued  all  day, 
and  at  night  were  reconducted  to  their  prifon  ; 
and  this  Libour  they  continued  till  the  alcaide 
was  murdered  by  the  Moors,  of  which  mention 
will  be  made  hereafter. 

Mr.  Pettkrew  the  vice-conful,  being  at  Gib- 
raltar in  the  beginning  of  September  1749,  was 
difpatched  to  England  by  the  governor,  in  or- 
der to  lay  a  ftate  of  the  affairs  in  Barbary  before 
the  miniflry,  and  to  .inform  them  of  the  great 
neceility  there  was  of  bringing  to  a  conclufion 
the  treaty  of  peace  then  on  foot  with  the  em- 
peror, that  the  remaining  Englifh  captives  might 
be  releafed. 

It  was  during  the  abfence  of  Mr.  Pettkrew, 
that  the  plague  raged  at  Tetuan,  and  through 
the  adjacent  country  •,  but  through  the  good 
providence  of  God  none  of  the  Englifh  captives 
catched  the  diforder,  though  they  worked  a- 
long  fide  of  the  galley  with  thoie  who  had  it,  and 
died  of  it. 

In  the  month  of  November  1750,  Mr.  Peti- 
■crew  returned  to  Gibraltar,  with  full  powers  to 
pay  the  emperor  all  his  demands,  and  releafe 
the  captives  ;  the  news  of  which  reaching  Te- 
tuan, infpired  them  with  the  utmoft  joy,  to 
think  that  their  miferable  flavery  was  near  a  pe- 
riod, and  that  they  were  once  more  to  en- 
joy the  moft  invaluable  of  all  bleflings,  Li- 
berty ! 

Soon  after  Mr.  Petticrew  arrived  at  Gibraltar, 
he  came  to  Tetuan  in  his  majefty's  (hip  Sea- 
horfe,  to  acquaint  the  alcaide  that  he  had  orders 
from  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  to  treat  for  the 


*  The  Mortimore  is  a  place  twenty  feet  under 
ground,  where  there  is  no  light  but  what  comes 
from  a  bole  at  the  top,  like  a  gully  hole  in  England  ; 


redemption  of  the  captives,  and  conclude  the 
treaty  of  peace  between  the  two  powers  ;  where- 
upon they  invited  him  to  come  on  fhore,  with 
which  he  complied ;  and  after  having  held  a 
conference  with  the  ambaflador  and  the  alcaide, 
he  returned  again  to  Gibraltar,  and  acquainted 
the  governor  that  the  matter  was  brought  to  a 
conclufion,  and  he  was  now  come  to  fetch  the 
money  for  the  redemption  of  the  captives. 

During  Mr.  Petticrew's  ftay  at  Gibraltar,  the 
heads  of  TetU2n,  having  quarrelled  with  the  al- 
caide, employed  fome  ruffians  to  murder  him, 
which  was  executed  in  the  following  manner  : 
As  the  alcaide  was  at  prayers  in  one  of  the 
mofques,  and  kneeling  at  his  devotion, one  of  the 
perfons  employed  came  behind  him,  and  ftab- 
bed  him  in  the  neck  ;  when  the  alcaide  making 
a  fudden  refiftance,  fome  other  villains,  joined 
the  firft,  and  (tabbed  him  in  feveral  parts  of  the 
body,  of  which  wounds  he  inftantly  died. 

This  unexpected  piece  of  cruelty  occafioned 
the  whole  town  to  be  in  confufion  ;  for  fuch  a 
facrilegeous  initance  of  barbarity  was  never  be- 
fore heard  of,  their  mofques  being  deemed  (an- 
ctuarks  for  die  worft  crimes  that  can  be  com- 
mitted. 

The  death  of  the  alcaide  was  fome  detriment 
to  the  Englifh  captives,  becaufe  Mr.  Petticrew 
would  not  land  again  till  a  new  alcaide  had  or- 
ders from  the  emperor  to  receive  him  ;  which 
occafioned  the  lofs  of  another  month. 

The  people  of  Tetuan  having  chofen  a  new 
alcaide,  he  lent  a  prefent  to  the  emperor,  who 
on  receipt  thereof  confirmed  their  choice,  and 
immediately  lent  full  inflnktions  to  the  alcaide, 
to  agree  with  the  Englifh  ambalfador,  on  the" 
fame  terms  that  the  late  alcaide  had  done. 

Hereupon  the  new  alcaide  fent  a  copy  of  his 
orders  to  the  governor  of  Gibraltar,  and  Mr. 
Petticrew,  which  gentleman  came  into  the  bay 
of  Tetuan  on  the  feventh  of  September,  on 
board  the  Sea-horfe,  and  fent  a  meffhge  to  the 
alcaide,  to  inform  him  that  he  intended  to  come 
on  fhore  the  next  day  -,  on  which  the  captives, 
to  their  inexpreflible  joy,  were  ordered  down  to 
the  water  fide  for  their  embarkation. 

About  fix  o'clock  the  next  day  Mr.  Petticrew 
landed,  and  fbon  afterwards  the  alcaide  ga%re 
orders  for  the  captives  to  get  into  the  boats  that 
were  to  carry  them  on  board  :  on  which  they 
ran  into  the  water  as  high  as  their  waifts,  driv- 
ing who  fhould  firft  get  into  the  boats  -,  and 
when  they  put  off,  they  gave  three  cheers  to 
the  ambaflador,  Mr.  Petticrtw,  and  fome  gentle- 
men that  attended  them  ;  which  being  return- 
ed by  the  gentlemen,  the  others  gave  one  huzza 
more,  and  in  about  half  an  hour  were  embaiked 
on  board  the  Sea-horfe. 

The  wind  coming  about  eaflxrly,  they  failed 
the  fame  evening;  and  on  the  ninth  of  Decem- 
ber 1750,  came  to  an  anchor  in  the  bay  of  Gib- 
raltar, from  whence,  in  a  few  days,  they  found 
means  to  return  to  their  native  country. 


and  it  is  always  very  damp,  on  arount  of  the 
fprings  riling  ia  it,  occafioned  by  its  being  dug  Co 
deep. 
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Lofs  of  his  Majefty's  Ship  the  LITCHFIELD; 


AND    THE 


SUFFERINGS  of  the  furviving  part  of  the  Crew,  during  ther 

SLAVERY   in    Morocco  : 

Abridged  from  Lieutenant  SUTHERLAND'S  Authentic  Account. 


ON  the  eleventh  of  November,  1758,  the 
Litchfield,  commanded  by  captain  Bar- 
ton, departed  from  Ireland,  in  com- 
pany with  feveral  other  men  of  war  and  tran- 
sports, intended  for  the  reduction  of  Goree,  un- 
der the  command  of  commodore  Keppel. 

They  met  with  a  profperous  voyage  till  the 
twenty-eighth  of  the  month,  on  the  evening  of 
which  day  the  weather  turned  out  very  fqually, 
with  rain.  At  nine  o'clock  it  was  exceeding 
dark,  with  much  lightning,  and  at  half  an  hour 
after  nine  they  had  an  extreme  hard  fquall,  at 
which  time  captain  Barton  came  upon  deck,  and 
ftaid  till  ten,  when  he  left  orders  to  keep  fight 
of  the  commodore,  and  to  make  what  fail  the 
weather  would  permit. 

At  one  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  twenty- 
ninth,  the  light  which  they  took  to  be  the  com- 
modore's, was  right  a-head  bearing fouth,  and  the 
wind  blew  very  hard  at  weft  fouth  welt.  At 
fix  in  the  morning  the  author  of  this  account 
was  awaked  by  a  great  fhock,  and  a  confufed 
noife  of  the  men  on  deck  ■,  on  which  he  ran  up, 
thinking  fome  fhip  was  run  foul  of  them,  having 
no  thoughts  of  being  near  land,  fince  according 
to  every  perfons  reckoning,  they  were  at  lealt 
thirty-five  leagues  from  it  5  but  before  he  could 
reach  the  quarter  deck,  he  was  too  fenfibly  con- 
vinced of  their  diiinal  fuuation,  by  the  fhip 
giving  a  great  ftroke  on  the  ground,  and  the  fea 
breaking  all  over  them. 

jult  after  this  he  could  perceive  the  land,  at 
the  diilance  of  about  two  cables  length,  appear- 
ing rocky  and  uneven.  The  fhip  lying  with  her 
broadfide  to  windward,  the  fea  broke  entirely 
over  them  ;  the  malls  foon  went  overboard,  and 
fijme  men  were  carried  off  with  them. 

It  is  impoilible  to  conceive  their  di  ft  re  is   at 


this  time  ;  the  mafts,  yards  and  fails  hanging 
along-fide  in  a  confufed  heap,  the  fhip  beating 
violently  upon  the  rocks,  the  waves  curling  up 
to  an  incredible  height,  and  then  dafhing  down 
with  fuch  force  as  if  they  would  have  fplit  the 
fhip  to  pieces,  which  they  every  moment  ex- 
pected. 

But  now  providence  favoured  them  greatly  ; 
for  fome  of  the  large  waves  breaking  without 
the  fhip,  the  remainder  of  their  force  came  a- 
gainft  the  ftarboard  quarter  ;  and  the  anchors 
that  were  cut  away  as  foon  as  they  ftruck,  now 
aiiiited  in  bringing  the  fhip's  head  towards  the 
fea. 

This  gave  them  a  profpect  of  prolonging  life, 
perhaps,  a  few  hours,  which  was  all  at  that 
time  they  could  expect :  however,  their  fcatter- 
ed  lenies  now  recovering  a  little,  they  faw  it  ne- 
cefiary  to  get  every  thing  they  could  over  to  the 
larboard  fide,  to  prevent  the  fhip  from  heeling 
off,  and  expofing  the  deck  again  to  fea  :  and 
the  waves  for  the  moft  part  breaking  forward, 
they  fiezed  the  opportunity,  and  got  moft  of  the 
ftarboard  guns  on  the  upper  deck  over,  with 
what  elfe  they  could  come  at. 

Some  of  the  people,  contrary  to  advice,  were 
very  earneft  to  get  the  boats  out  •,  and  at  length, 
after-  much  intreaty,  one  of  the  boats  was  launch- 
ched,  and  eight  of  the  beit  men  jumped  into 
her  ;  and  though  at  this  time  the  fea  was  rather 
abated,  fhe  had  hardly  got  to  the  fhip's  item, 
when  fhe  was  inftantly  whirled  to  the  bottom, 
and  every  foul  in  her  perifhed  ;  and  the  reft  of 
the  boats  were  foon  wafhed  to  pieces  upon, 
deck. 

They  now  made  a  raft  of  the  capfton-bars, 
fome  boards,  &c.  which  being  done,  they  had 
only  to  wait  with  refignation  for  the  affiltance  of 

divine 
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divine  providence.  The  fhip  was  fo  foon  filled 
with  water,  that  they  had  no  time  to  get  any 
provifion  up.  The  quarter-deck  and  poop  were 
now  the  only  places  they  could  ftand  on  with 
any  fecurity,  the  waves  being  far  fpent  by  the 
time  they  reached  thofe  parts,  owing  to  their 
being  broke  by  the  fore  part  of  the  {hip. 

At  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  the  fea  be- 
ing then  much  abated,  as  it  was  almoft  low 
water,  and  as  there  wa*reafon  to  imagine  that 
the  fhip  could  not  withfttind  the  violence  of  the 
next  flood,  one  of  the  people  fwam  fafe  afhore. 

Th^re  were  numbers  of  Moors  upon  the  rocks, 
who  beckoned  much  for  them  to  come  on  fhore, 
which  they  at  firft  took  for  kindnefs,  but  they 
were  foon  undeceived,  as  rhefe  wretches  had  not 
the  humanity  to  ufiift  any  one  who  was  entirely 
naked,  but  fled  to  thofe  who  had  any  thing  a- 
bout  them,  whom  they  ftripped  before  they  were 
well  cut  of  the  water,  wrangling  among  them- 
felves about  the  plunder,  while  the  poor  man 
was  left  to  erawl  up  the  rocks  if  he  was  able  ; 
if  not,  they  gave  themfelves  no  concern  about 
him. 

Mr.  Sutherland,  with  the  fecend  lieutenant, 
and  about  fixty-five  others,  got  afhore  before 
dark,  where  they  were  expofed  to  the  weather 
upon  the  cold  land,  and  to  keep  themfelves  from 
perifhing,  were  obliged  to  go  down  to  the  fhore 
to  brin<J  up  pieces  of  the  wreck  to  make  a  fire  ; 
and  if  they  happened  to  pick  up  a  fhirt  or  a 
handkerchief,  and  did  not  deliver  it  to  the 
Moors  on  the  firft  demand,  a  dagger  was  in- 
ftantly offered  to  their  breafts. 

The  Moors  having  allowed  them  a  piece  of 
an  old  fail,  which  they  did  not  think  worth  car- 
rying off,  they  made  two  tents,  into  which  they 
crouded,  fitting  one  between  the  others  legs,  to 
preferve  warmth,  and  make  room. 

In  this  uneafy  lituation,  continually  bewailing 
their  own  fate,  and  that  of  their  poor  fhipmates 
on  the  wreck,  they  pafTed  a  moft  turbulent, dark, 
and  rainy  night,  without  even  a  drop  of  water  to 
refrefh  them,  except  what  they  catched  in  their 
fail-cloth  covering. 

On  the  thirtieth  of  November,  at  fix  in  the 
morning,  they  went  down  on  the  rocks,  to  aflift 
'  their  fhip-mates  in  ccmir.g  afhore,  and  found  the 
fhip  had  been  greatly  fhattered  in  the  night.  It 
being  new  low  water,  many  attempted  to  fwim 
on  fhore,  fome  of  whom  got  fafe,  while  others 
perifhed. 

Thofe  en  board  got  the  raft  into  the  water, 
and  about  fifteen  men  upon  it  •,  but  they  were 
no  fooner  put  ofFfrom  the  wreck,  than  it  was 
quite  overturned,  but  moft  of  the  men  recover- 
ed it  again,  when  it  was  inftantly  overfet  a  fe- 
cond  time,  and  they  all  perifhed  except  three  or 
four. 

About  this  time  a  good  fwimmer  brought  a 
rope  afhore,  and  Mr.  Sutherland  running  haftily 
over  the  rocks  into  the  water,  catched  hold  of 
it,  juft  as  the  man  was  quite  fpent  and  had 
thoughts  of  quitting  it  •,  and  fome  others  com- 
ing to  his  aififtance,  they  by  the  help  of  that 
pulled  a  larger  rope  afhere,  and  made  it  fall 
round  a  rock. 

They  found  this  gave  great  fpirits  to  the  poor 


people  en  the  wreck  ;  for  the  rope  being  bawl- 
ed tight  from  the  upper  part  of  the  ftern,  made 
an  eafy  defcent  for  any  who  had  art  enough  to 
walk, or  Aide  upon  the  rope,  with  another  above 
to  hold  by,  in  which  manner  they  proceeded  al- 
moft half  way  afhore. 

The  under  rope  was  intended  for  a  traveller 
to  pull  people  afhore,  being  faftened  to  the 
large  rope  with  an  iron  ring,  to  go  backwards 
and  forwards,  but  there  being  a  knot  in  the  large 
rope,  when  once  they  had  puJjJed  it  ever,  it 
would  not  return  :  however,  it  was  of  great 
fervice,  and  was  the  means  of  laving  a  number 
of  lives. 

They  continued  coming  by  the  rope  till  about 
eleven  o'clock,  though  many  of  them  were 
wa  flied  off  and  perifhed.  The  flood  then  com- 
ing on,  railed  the  furf,  and  prevented  any  more 
coming  at  that  time,  and  the  ropes  could  be  of 
no  farther  ufe. 

They  now  retired  to  the  rocks,  and  being  ex- 
tremely hungry,  they  began  to  broil  fome  of 
the  drowned  turkies,&c.  which,  with  fome  flow- 
er mixedjand  baked  among  the  coals,  made  their 
firft  meal  on  this  barbarous  coaft  •,  and  at  about 
half  a  milediftant  they  found  a  well  or  frefh  wa- 
ter, which  was  of  the  utmoft  fervice  to  them. 

They  had  fcarcely  finifhed  their  meal,  when 
the  Moors,  who  were  now  grown  numerous, 
drove  them  all  down  to  the  rocks,  (beating  them 
if  they  lingered,  though  fome  were  hardty  able 
to  crawl,)  to  bring  up  empty  ircn-bound  calks, 
pieces  of  the  wreck  which  had  iron  about  them, 
and  other  things. 

About  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  they 
had  another  meal  upon  the  drowned  poultry  ; 
and  finding  this  was  the  beft  food  they  were  like- 
ly to  have,  fome  of  them  were  ordered  to  fave  all 
they  could  find  upon  the  (here,  others  to  raife  a 
larger  tent,  and  the  reft  were  lent  down  to  the 
rocks  to  look  out  for  people  coming  afhore. 

The  furf  greatly  increafing  with  the  flood, 
and  breaking  upon  the  fore  part  of  the  fhip,  fr.i: 
was  now  divided  into  three  peices  ;  the  fore  part 
was  turned  keel  up,  the  middle  part  was  loon 
darned  into  a  thouiand  pieces  :  the  fore  part  of 
the  poop  Iikewife  fell  at  this  time,  and  about 
thirty  men  with  it,  eight  cf  whom  got  fafe  on 
fhore,  but  fo  bruifed  that  their  recovery  was  de- 
fpaired  of. 

A  moft  melancholy  profpect  now  -appeared  ■, 
nothing  but  the  after  part  of  the  poop  remained 
above  water,  with  a  very  hnall  part  of  the  otht  r 
decks,  on  which  was  the  captain,  and  abo!;r 
one  hundred  and  thirty  move,  expecting  every 
wave  to  be  their  laft,  for  the  wreck  fcemed  as 
if  it  was  inftantly  going  to  throw  them  all  to 
the  bottom,  an  1  every  mock  threw  fome  o..', 
hardly  any  of  whom  came  on  fhore  alive. 

During  this  diftrefs  the  Moors  laughed   • 
loud,  and  feemed  much  diverted  when   a  wa> 
larger  than  common   threatened  the  drftruction 
of  the  poor  tottering  fouls  upon  the- wreck. 

Between  four  and  five  o'clock  the  lea  was 
much  decreafed  with  the  ebb  :  and  the  rope  be- 
ing ftill  fecure,  they  began  to  venture  upon  ;t, 
when  fome  fell  off  and  perifhed,  but  others  go; 
fafe  on  fhore. 

About 
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About  five  o'clock  thofe  on  fhore  made  figns 
for  the  captain  to  come  upon  the  rope,  as  that 
appeared  to  be  as  good  an  opportunity  as  any 
they  had  obierved  :  but  ibme  who  came  lately 
oft",  faid,  that  the  captain  was  refolved  to  ftay 
till  all  the  men  had  made  the  beft  of  their  way 
to  land,  or  at  lealt  had  quitted  the  wreck  ;  which 
bravery  of  his  they  at  once  admired  and  la- 
mented. 

However,  they  ft il  1  continued  to  beckon  him, 
and  juft  before  it  was  dark  they  had  the  pleafure 
of  feeing  him  come  on  the  rope  ;  he  was  dole 
followed  by  a  good  able  feaman,  who  did  all  he 
could  to  keep  up  his  fpirits,  and  affift  him  in 
warping. 

As  the  captain  could  not  fwim,  and  had  been 
fo  long  without  any  refrefhment,  he  was  no 
longer  able  to  refift  the  violence  of  the  waves, 
but  had  loft  his  hold  of  the  great  rope,  and  muft 
unavoidably  have  perifhed,  had  not  a  wave 
thrown  him  within  reach  of  the  ropes  held  by 
thofe  on  fhore,  which  he  had  barely  the  fenfe 
left  to  lay  hold  Of:  they  pulled  him  up,  and  af- 
ter refting  a  little  while  upon  the  rocks,  he  came 
to  himfelf,  and  walked  up  to  the  tent,  defiring 
the  others  to  affift  the  reft  of  the  people  in  com- 
ing afhore. 

The  Moors  were  for  ftripping  the  captain, 
though  he  had  nothing  on  but  a  plain  waiftcoat, 
and  a  pair  of  breeches  •,  but  his  people  plucking 
up  their  fpirits  on  this  occafion,  oppofed  them  ■, 
on  which  they  though  proper  to  defift. 

The  people  ft  ill  continued  to  come  on  fhore 
pretty  fall,  though  many  perifhed  in  the  at- 
tempt ;  but  they  plainly  faw  that  their  cafe  was 
defperate,  as  the  wreck  muft  inevitably  fall  to 
pieces  with  the  next  flood . 

The  Moors  at  length  growing  tired  with  wait- 
ing for  fo  little  plunder,  would  not  let  them  re- 
main any  longer  upon  the  rocks,  but  drove 
them  all  up  ;  whereupon  Mr.  Sutherland,  with 
the  captain's  permiffion,  went  and  made  fuppli- 
cation  to  the  bafTa,  who  was  in  his  tent  with  ma- 
ny other  Moors,  dividing  the  plunder. 

Mr.  Sutherland  having  by  figns  mrde  him- 
felf underftood,  the  bafTa  gave  them  leave  to  go 
down  to  the  fea  fide,  fending  fome  Moors  with 
them.  They  carried  fire-brands  down,  to  let 
the  poor  creatures  on  the  wreck  fee  that  they 
were  ftill  ready  to  affift  them. 

Mr.  Sutherland  fays  that  he  has  no  doubt  but 
many  perifhed  while  they  were  gone,  for  want 
of  their  help  •,  for  they  had  been  but  a  few  mi- 
nutes on  the  rocks,  when  one  came  very  near 
them  before  they  faw  him  •,  and  this  was  fre- 
quently a  circumftance  of  as  much  horror  as  any 
they  met  with  ;  for  juft  as  the  poor  wretches 
appeared  in  fight,  they  have  been  wafhed  from 
the  rope,  and  dafhed  to  death  againrt  the  rocks 
clofe  to  their  more  fortunate  companions. 


About  nine  at  night,  finding  that  no  more 
men  would  venture  upon  the  rope,  as  the  furt 
was  again  greatly  increafed,  they  retired  to  the 
tent  with  hearts  full  of  forrow,  leaving,  accord- 
ing to  the  laft  man's  account,  between  thirty 
and  forty  upon  the  wreck. 

They  now  thought  of  crowding  all  into  the  tent, 
and  began  by  fixing  the  captain  in  the  middle 


they  then  made  every  one  lie  down  on  his  fide, 
as  they  could  not  afford  him  a  breadth  -,  but  af- 
ter all,  there  were  many  who  took  eaficr  lodgings 
in  empty  cafks  that  had  been  thrown  on  fhore. 

On  the  firft  of  December  in  the  morning,  the 
wreck  was  all  in  pieces  upon  the  rocks,  and  the 
fhore  quite  covered  with  lumber.  The  people 
upon  the  wreck  perifhed  about  one  in  the  morn- 
ing, as  they  learnt  from  one  who  was  toffed  up 
and  down  nearly  two  hours  upon  a  piece  of  the 
wreck,  and  at  laft  thrown  upon  the  rocks  fenfe- 
lefs  •,  but  recovered,  and  got  to  the  tent  by  day- 
light, though  greatly  bruiled. 

The  Moors  were  very  bufy  in  picking  up 
every  thing  of  value,  but  would  not  fuffer  the 
Englifh  to  take  the  leaft  thing,  except  pork^  • 
flower  and  liquor,  of  all  which  they  fecured  as 
much  as  they  could  in  the  tent.  Some  were  now- 
employed  in  enlarging  the  tent,  and  raifing  an- 
other •,  fome  in  trying  to  make  bread,  and  fome 
in  cleaning  the  drowned  ftock. 

At  one  in  the  afternoon  they  muftered  the 
men  -,  and  placing  them  in  ranks,  found  the 
number  to  be  two  hundred  and  twenty  •,  fo 
that  there  were  one  hundred  and  thirty  drowned, 
among  which  number  was  the  firft  lieutenant, 
the  captain  of  marines,  his  lieutenant,  the  pur- 
ler, gunner,  carpenter,  and  three  midflvprnen. 
They  now  returned  public  thanks  to  almighty 
God  for  their  deliverance. 

On  the  fecond  of  December,  at  five  in  the 
morning,  they  found  one  Geori ■  r  A'ien,  ;  ma- 
rine, dead,  clofe  by  the  tent,  win.  I.  they  ima- 
gined was  occafioned  by  drinking  brandy  among 
the  rocks,  as  feveral  had  got  drunk  that  way* 
though  they  ufed  what  means  they  could  to  pre^ 
vent  it. 

This  day  two  meh  were  whipped,  by  order  of 
captain  Barton,  for  their  infolence,  which  was 
highly  neceffary,  both  to  convince  the  Moors, 
and  their  own  people,  that  they  were  ftill  under 
command. 

At  two  in  the  afternoon  there  arrived  a  black 
fervant  from  one  Mr.  Butler,  at  Saffy,  a  town 
about  thirty  miles  diftance,  to  enquire  into  their 
fituation,  and  gave  them  affiftance.  This  man 
having  brought  pens,  ink  and  paper,  the  cap- 
tain wrote  a  letter  to  Mr.  Butler  •,  and  the  find- 
ing there  was  even  one  perfon  who  offered  them 
helpj  was  a  circumftance  of  the  higheft  fatisfac- 
tion. 

On  the  morning  of  the  third  of  December, 
they  affembled  the  people,  and  read  prayers  of 
thankfgiving.  In  the  afternoon  they  received  a 
letter  from  Mr.  Butler,  with  fome  bread,  and  a 
few  other  necefiaries,  which  were  extremely  ac- 
ceptable. They  now  heard  that  one  of  the 
tranfports,  and  a  bomb  tender,  were  wrecked 
about  three  leagues  to  the  northward  of  them, 
and  a  great  many  of  the  men  laved. 

On  the  fourth  of  the  month  the  people  were 
employed  in  picking  up  pieces  of  the  fails,  and 
what  elfe  the  Moors  would  permit  them.  They 
now  divided  the  people  into  Meffes,  and  ferved 
the  necefiaries  they  received  on  the  day  before. 
In  the  afternoon  they  received  another  letter 
from  Mr.  Butler,  who  was  fader  to  the  Danifh 
African  company,  and  himfelf  a  Dane;  and  at 
6  O        I  the 
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the  fame  time  they  had  a  letter  from  one  Mr. 
Andrews,  an  Irifh  gentleman,  who  was  a  mer- 
chant at  Saffy. 

On  the  fifth  the  people  were  employed  to  ga- 
ther mufcles  at  low  water,  the  drowned  flock 
beino-  all  expended.  Mr.  Andrews  arrived  this 
morning,  and  brought  with  him  a  French  Sur- 
geon, and  fome  medicines  and  plaifters,  which 
many  of  the  bruifed  men  flood  in  great  need  of. 
In  the  afternoon  one  of  the  feamen  died  by  his 
bruifes  mortifying. 

The  next  day  was  delivered  one  of  the  coun- 
try blankets  to  every  two  men,  and  a  pair  of 
flippers  to  foch  as  flood  in  need  of  them  :  thefe 
fupplies  were  brought  by  Mr.  Andrews.  The 
people  were  now  forced  to  live  on  Mufcles  and 
bread,  the  Moors  having  deceived  them,  though 
they  promifed  to  fupply  them  with  cattle. 

On  the  feventh  the  Moors  began  to  be  fome- 
what  civil,  for  fear  the  emperor  mould  punifli 
them  for  their  cruelty  to  the  Englifh  •,  and  in 
the  afternoon  a  meifenger  arrived  from  the  em- 
peror, at  Sallee,  with  orders  in  general  to  the 
people  to  fupply  them  with  provifions.  They 
accordingly  brought  fome  poor  bullocks  and 
Jean  fheep,  which  Mr.  Andrews  purchafed  ;  but 
at  this  time  they  had  no  pots  to  make  broth  in, 
and  the  cattle  were  hardly  fit  for  any  thing 
die. 

On  the  ninth  in  the  morning  they  faw  feveral 
dead  bodies  upon  the  rocks.  This  day  the  peo- 
ple were  employed  in  bringing  up  the  oak  tim- 
bers, &c.  from  the  fea-fide,  the  emperor  having 
fent  orders  to  fave  whatever  might  be  of  ufe  to 
his  cruifers. 

On  the  morning  of  the  tenth  they  got  every 
thing  ready  to  march  to  Morocco,  the  emperor 
having  fent  orders  for  that  purpofe,  and  camels 
to  carry  the  lame,  and  the  necefiaries.  At  nine 
o'clock  thay  fet  out  with  about  thirty  camels, 
and  at  noon  were  joined  by  the  crews  of  the  two 
other  wrecked  veilels,  when  they  were  all  mount- 
ed on  camels,  except  the  captain,  who  was  fur- 
nifhed  with  a  horfe.  They  did  not  flop  till  fe- 
ven  in  the  evening,  when  the  Moors  procured 
them  only  two  tents,  which  would  not  contain 
one  third  of  the  men  ;  fo  that  moll  of  them  lay 
expofed  to  the  dew,  which  was  very  heavy  and 
cold.  They  now  found  their  whole  number  to 
be  three  hundred  and  thirty-eight,  including 
officers,  men,  and  boys,  three  women,  and  a 
young  child,  which  one  of  the  women  had 
brought  afhore  in  her  teeth. 

They  continued  their  journey  on  the  eleventh, 
attended  by  a  number  of  Moors  on  horlcback  ; 
and  the  alcaide,  who  had  the  conducing  of  them, 
now  furnilhed  feveral  of  the  officers  with  horfes. 
They  did  not  travel  flrait  for  Morocco,  being 
informed  that  they  mull  meet  the  emperor  com- 
ing from  Sallee.  At  fix  in  the  evening  they  came 
to  their  reding  place  for  the  night,  and  were  fur- 
nilhed with  tents  fufficient  to  cover  all  the 
men. 

On  the  twelfth  they  fet  out  at  five  in  the 
morning,  and  at  two  in  the  afternoon  faw  the 
emperor's  cavalcade  at  a  diflance.  At  three  a 
relation  of  the  emperor's,  named  Midi  Adrifs, 
came  to  them,  and  told  the  captain  it  was  the 


emperor's  pofitive  orders  that  he  fhould  inflantly 
write  a  letter  to  the  governor  of  Gibraltar,  to 
fend  to  his  Britannic  majefly,  to  know  whether 
he  would  fettle  a  peace  with  him  or  not. 

Captain  Barton  fat  down  immediately  on  the 
grafs,  and  Wrote  a  letter,  which  being  given  to 
Muli  Adrifs,  he  returned  to  the  emperor.  At 
fix  in  the  evening  they  came  to  their  refling 
place  for  the  night,  and  were  well  furnilhed  with 
tents,  but  had  very  little  provifion. 

On  the  thirteenth  they  had  provifion  brought 
them,  and  were  defired  to  remain  in  their  pre- 
fent  fituation  till  the  men  were  refrefhed. 

Having  waited  till  the  fixteenth,  and  the  men 
being  greatly  recovered  of  their  fatigues,  they 
continued  their  journey  as  before  -,  and  at  four 
in  the  afternoon  came  to  their  refling  place, 
pitched  their  tents,  and  reirefhed  themfelves 
with  provifions. 

Here  fome  of  the  country  Moors  ufed  the 
Englifh  ill,  as  they  were  taking  water  from  a 
brook  -,  the  Moors  would  always  fpit  in  the  vef- 
fel,  before  they  would  let  them  take  any  away  . 
hereupon  a  party  of  Englifh  went  to  enquire  in- 
to the  affair,  and  were  immediatety  faluted  with 
a  fhower  of  flones.  They  then  run  in  upon  the 
Moors,  beat  fome  of  them,  put  them  to  flight, 
and  brought  away  one,  who  attempted  to  de- 
fend himfclf  with  a  long  knife  :  this  fellow  was 
feverely  punifhed  by  the  alcaide  who  had  the 
conducting  of  the  Englifh. 

On  the  morning  of  the  feventeent-h  each  of  the 
people  had  a  dram,  as  had  been  ufual,  and  they 
then  continued  their  journey  -,  and  at  four  o~ 
clock  in  the  afternoon  came  to  their  refling 
place  for  the  night,  and  after  fome  difficulty  got 
tents  and  a  proper  fupply  of  provifion. 

On  the  eighteenth  of  December,  at  three  in 
the  afternoon,  they  came  to  the  city  of  Morocco, 
without  having  feen  one  dwelling  houfe  in  the 
whole  journey.  They  were  here  intuited  by  the 
rabble  as  they  paffed,  and  at  five  o'clock  were 
conducted  to  the  emporer,  who  was  on  horie- 
back  before  the  gate  of  his  palace,  furroun- 
by  five  or  fix  hundred  of  his  guards. 

He  told  captain  Barton,  by  an  interpreter, 
that  he  was  neither  at  peace  nor  war  with  the 
Englifh,  and  that  he  would  detain  him  and  his 
people  till  an  ambafTador  came  from  England  to 
fettle  a  firm  peace. 

The  captain  then  defired  that  they  might  not 
be  ufed  as  flaves  :  to  which  the  emperor  haflily 
replied,  that  they  fhould  be  taken  care  of;  and 
they  were  then  direcldy  thruft  out  of  his  pre- 
fence,  conveyed  to  two  ruined  houfes,  and  (hut 
up  ainidfl  dirt  and  innumerable  vermin  of  feveral 
forts. 

Mr.  Butler,  who  was  mentioned  before,  be- 
ing at  Morocco  on  bufinefs,  came  and  affiffed 
them  with  victuals  and  drink,  and  procured  li- 
berty for  the  captain  to  go  home  with  him  to  his 
lodging  :  he  likewife  fent  fome  blankets  for  the 
officers,  with  which  they  made  a  fhift  to  pafs 
the  night  pretty  comfortably,  as  they  were  great- 
ly fatigued. 

On  the  morning  of  the  nineteenth  their  cen- 
try  was  taken  off",  and  the  people  had  liberty  to 
go  out ;    the  Moors  likewife  fent  them  fome 
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bread,  and  towards  night  fome  beef;  but  they 
had  yet  no  conveniency  to  drefs  it,  and  the 
people  were  all  day  employed  in  clearing  out 
the  riibbifli  and  deftrcying  the  vermin. 

On  the  twentieth  lb  me  of  their  neceflaries, 
which  they  had  on  the  road,  were  brought  to 
them,  after  being  rummaged,  and  the  captain's 
trunk  robbed  of  nineteen  ducats,  feveral  rings, 
lilver  buckles,  a  watch,  and  other  things,  mofl- 
ly  belonging  to  the  foremoft-men.  Mr.  Butler, 
and  his  partner,  Mr.  Dekon,  did  every  thing 
in  their  power  to  affifl  them  •,  and  the  people 
had  now  pots  to  boil  their  victuals,  nor  were 
they  in  any  want  of  bread. 

On  the  morning  of  the  twenty-firft  the  em- 
peror fent  money  to  the  captain  for  the  fupport 
of  the  men,  at  a  blanqueen  a  day  each,  or  two- 
pence fterling  ;  but  that  being  infufficient,  cap- 
tain Barton  got  money  from  Mr.  Butler  to  make 
it  up  four-pence  fterling,  which  he  managed 
hirrifelf  for  them  to  the  beft  advantage,  allow- 
ing them  one  pound  of  beef  or  mutton,  with 
broth,  and  one  pound  of  bread  every  day. 

At  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  this  day, 
the  emperor  fent  for  the  captain  and  every  offi- 
cer to  appear  before  him  ;  and  they  inllantly  re- 
paired to  his  palace,  where  they  remained  two 
hours  waiting  in  an  outer  yard  :  in  the  mean 
time"  he  diverted  himfelf  with  feeing  a  clumfy 
Dutch  boat  rowed  about  a  pond  by  four  of  the 
petty-officers. 

About  noon  they  were  fummoned  before  him, 
and  placed  in  a  line  about  thirty  yards  from  him. 
■He  was  fitting  in  a  chair  by  the  fide  of  the  pond, 
with  only  two  of  his  chief  alcaides  near  him. 
Having  viewed  them  fome  time,  he  ordered  the 
captain  to  come  forward  ;  and  after  having  afk- 
ed  him  fome  queftions  concerning  the  Engliih 
navy,  and  the  destination  of  the  fquadron  of 
which  the  Litchfield  made  a  part,  he  called  for- 
ward the  reft  of  the  people  by  two  and  three 
at  a  time,  as  they  ftood  according  to  their  rank  ; 
then  aiding  moft  of  them  fome"  very  infignificant 
queftions,  and  taking  fome  of  them  to  be  Por- 
tuguefe,  becaufe  they  had  black  hair,  and  o- 
thers  to  be  Swedes,  becaufe  they  had  white  hair, 
he  judged  none  of  them  to  be  Englifhmen,  ex- 
cept the  captain,  the  fecond  lieutenant,  the  en- 
fign  of  the  foldiers,  and  Mr.  Sutherland  •,  but 
on  their  alluring  him  that  they  were  all  Engliih, 
he  cried  Bono,  and  gave  a  nod  for  their  depar- 
ture ;  to  which  they  returned"  a  very  low  bow, 
and  were  glad  to  get  to  their  old  ruined  houfe 
again. 

On  the  twenty-fecond  of  December  captain 
Barton  provided  the  people  with  ftuff  for  frocks, 
trowfers,  and  mats  and  pillars  to  lie  on,  with 
every  other  necefTary  that  could  be  got  ■, 
and  they  were  all  employed  in  making  them- 
felves  cloaths  in  the  beft  manner  they  were 
able. 

On  the  next  day  the  captain  received  a  mef- 
fage  from  the  emperor,  with  orders,  that  it  any 
of  the  Englifh  ftiould  be  guilty  of  a  crime,  he 
fhould  punifti  them,  the  fame  as  if  they  were  on 
board  his  ihip  ;  but  if  they  fhould  quarrel  with 
the  Moors,  they  muft  abide  by  the  Moorifh 
laws,  which  are  very  fevere  againft  the  Chriftians. 


On  the  twenty-fourth,  being  Sunday,  they 
were  all  affembled,  and  prayers  were  read  in  the 
lame  manner  as  if  they  had  been  on  board,  and 
they  returned  unfeigned  thanks  to  God  for  the 
many  favours  he  had  bellowed  on  them.  They 
had  but  one  bible  among  them  all,  and  that 
was  a  prcfent  from  Mr.  Andrews  ;  and  though 
they  had  no  clergyman,  captain  Barton  never 
omitted  a  fingle  Sunday  to  allemble  the  men, 
and  have  fervice  performed. 

On  Chrillmas  day  prayers  were  read  to  the 
people,  asufual  in  the  church  of  England  :  and 
this  day  the  captain  received  a  prefent  of  fome 
tea,  and  loaves  ot  lugar  from  one  of  the  empe- 
ror's queens,  whofe  grandfather  had  been  an 
Engliih  renegado. 

The  next  day  they  heard  the  difagreeable  news 
that  the  emperor  would  oblige  all  the  Engliih 
to  work  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  other  chrift- 
ian  flaves,  excepting  the  officers  that  were  before 
him  on  the  twenty  firft  of  the  month. 

On  the  twenty-ftventh,  at  fevtn  in  the  morn- 
ing, an  alcaide  came  and  ordered  the  people  all 
out  to  work,  except  thofe  who  were  fick  •,  and, 
by  intercefiion  eight  were  allowed  to  flay  at 
home  every  day,  as  cooks  for  the  reft,  which 
they  took  by  turns  throughout  the  whole  num- 
ber. 

At  four  in  the  afternoon  the  people  returned, 
fome  of  whom  had  been  employed  in  carrying 
wood,  fome  in  turning  up  the  ground  with  hoes, 
and  others  in  picking  weeds  -in  the  emperor's 
garden.  Their  food  was  provided  by  the  time 
they  came  home. 

Next  day  all  the  people  went  to  work  as  foon 
as  they  could  fee.  They  were  allowed  to  fit 
down  an  hour  and  a  half  in  the  middle  of  the 
day  :  but  had  many  a  ftroke  from  their  drivers, 
when  they  were  doing  their  beft  to  deferve  bet- 
ter ufage.  The  captain  endeavoured  all  that 
was  in  his  power  to  get  this  remedied,  which, 
with  the  afliftance  of  their  good  friend  Juan  Ar- 
bona,  he  was  in  hopes  of  efFecling. 

This  Juan  Arbona,  who  had  been  in  the 
country  eight  years,  was  taken  under  Englifh 
colours,  and  had  a  pafs  figned  by  general  Blake- 
ney  at  Minorca.  For  two  or  three  years  paft 
the  emperor  had  kept  him  near  his  own  perion, 
and  put  much  confidence  in  him  :  he  was  much 
attached  to  the  Englifh,  and  did  every  thing  in 
his  power  to  affift  them. 

On  the  twenty-ninth  the  people  were  allowed 
a  hot  breakfaft  of  porridge,  fweetened  with  ho- 
ney, before  they  went  t©  their  work  :  this  work 
was  fometimes  to  hoe  the  ground,  and  at  other 
times  to  carry  wood,  or  flones  for  building,  and 
fuch  other  things  as  the  flaves  2re  commonly  em- 
ployed in. 

The  next  day  captain  Barton  received  an  ob- 
liging mefiage  from  the  emperor,  with  his  per- 
mifiion  for  him  to  ride  out,  or  take  a  walk  in 
his  gardens,  with  any  of  the  officers. 

The  thirty-firll  of  the  month  was  Sunday, 
but  the  people  were  obliged  to  go  to  work  as 
before,  the  captain  not  being  able  to  obtain  per- 
mifiion  for  them  to  flay  at  home  on  Sundays  ?« 
at  four  o'clock  they  returned,  and  at  five  pray- 
ers were  read  to  them  as  ufual. 

On 
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On  the  firft  of  January  1759,  the  people  were 
continued  at  their  work  as  ufual,  but  had  not  fo 
much  bad  ufage,  and  were  in  a  fair  way  of  hav- 
ing lefs,  owing  chiefly  to  the  good  offices  of 
their  friend  Juan  Arbona,  who  took  all  imagin- 
able pains  to  make  their  work  as  light  as  poffi- 
ble.  He  now  obtained  leave  for  the  chriflians 
to  quit  their  work  at  twelve  o'clock  on  Sundays, 
which  was  no  fmall  favour,  and  iuch  as  was  ne- 
ver granted  in  this  country  before. 

The  people  kept  their  health  as  yet  pretty 
well,  having  a  cool  air  to  work  in  at  this  time  of 
the  year  •,  but  it  is  fcorching  hot  in  the  fummer, 
when  there  is  feldom  any  wind  to  refrefh  the  la- 
bourers. 

On  the  fecond  of  January  a  new  moon  com- 
menced, whereupon  the  emperor  fent  captain 
Barton  the  money  for  the  fupport  of  the  people 
till  the  next  mcon. 

By  this  time  they  were  got  into  a  fettled  way 
of  living,  fo  that  it  will  be  unnecefiary  to  take 
notice  of  thofe  things  that  occurred  daily  •,  we 
fhall  therefore  only  remark  any  extraordinary 
occurrences. 

Nothing  material  happened  till  the  beginning 
of  February,  when  two  foldiers  died  within  a 
few  days  of  each  other  •,  and  the  emperor  en- 
quiring into  the  caufe  of  their  death,  Juan  Ar- 
bona told  him  that  it  was  occafloned  by  catch- 
ing cold  for  want  of  cloaths  •,  upon  which  he  re- 
ceived immediate  orders  to  give  every  Englifh 
flave  as  much  white  linnen  as  would  make  two 
fhirts. 

In  the  month  of  March,  a  Spaniard  having 
fome  words  with  a  Moor,  who  had  firft  ufed 
him  ill,  was  carried  before  the  emperor,  who  or- 
dered him  to  he  immediately  knocked  in  the 
head  before  his  face,  and  the  dead  body  to  be 
expoled  for  two  days  afterwards,  during  which 
time  the  Moors  and  Jews  fhewed  the  brutality 
of  their  difpofitions,  by  dafliing  the  body  to 
pieces  with  flones  as  they  palled. 

About  the  middle  of  April  the  Englifh  received 
letters  which  gave  them  hopes  of  ipeedy  relief; 
but  the  men  were  not  now  fo  healthy  as  they  had 
been,  fome  being  afflicltd  with  a  fever,  and 
fome  with  the  flux. 

On  the  twcnty-fixth  cf  May  the  emperor  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  Lord  Home,  offering 
one  hundred  and  feventy  thoufand  dollars  f :>r 
the  freedom  of  the  Englifh,  with  which  his  ma- 
jefly  fcemed  very  well  plealed,  and  promifcd  to 
fend  immediately  for  the  ambafiador,  and  let 
them  go  ;  but  they  found  that  there  was  no 
trufting  to  any  thing  he  faid. 

On  the  fifteenth  of  June  a  courier  fet  out  with 
the  emperor's  letter  to  the  ambafiador  :  he  was 
a  Jew,  named  Toledano,  and  had  orders  to 
proceed  to  Gibraltar,  and  return  with  the  am- 
bafiador. 

About  ten  days  after  this,  the  emperor  ordered 
that  theEnglifh  fhould  work  only  from  day-light 
till  nine  o'clock,  and  then  go  home  till  three  in 
the  afternoon,  when  they  fhould  return  and 
work  till  fun-let:  the  number  that  went  to  work 
was  likewife  limited  to  one  hundred,  which 
might  foon  enable  them  to  make  two  gangs  5 
for  the  people  being  kept  from  working  in  the 


exceflive  heat  of  the  fun,  the  numbers  of  flck 
decreafed  daily. 

On  the  fecond  of  July  the  emperor  fet  our 
from  Morocco,  with  an  army  of  fix  thoufand 
men,  which  was  foon  increafed  to  thirty  ihou- 
find,  as  great  numbers  joined  him  continually. 
He  went  to  fubdue  fome  part  of  his  dominions 
that  would  not  acknowledge  his  fuvereigncy. 

In  about  eight  days  time  he  lent  to  the  city  of 
Morocco  the  heads  of  feventy  men,  which  were 
placed  againft  one  of  the  great  gates  of  the  city  j 
there  weie  alfo  about  two  hundred  prifoners,  the 
chief  of  whom,  to  the  number  of  forty,  were 
put  into  one  of  the  towers  of  the  walk  and  about 
one  third  of  their  number  put  on  the  top  of  it, 
with  large  wooden  rammers  •,  they  were  then 
fupplied  with  earth,  which  they  were  obliged  to. 
beat  till  the  roof  gave  way  with  the  load,  and 
then  they  all  perifhed  together. 

About  the  tenth  of  Auguft  orders  came  for 
fifty  men  more  to  go  to  work,  by  which  the 
Englifh  found  that  the  emperor  was  uneafy  that 
their  ambafiador  did  not  come. 

On  the  eighteenth  they  heard  from  Gibraltar- 
that  the  ambafiador  deferred  coming  ;  but  on 
the  twentieth  they  had  the  agreeable  news  that 
he  would  fet  fail  from  Gibraltar  in  a  few  days. 
This  good  news  kept  their  hopes  alive  till  tha 
latter  end  of  Auguft,  when  a  courier  arrived 
from  Tetuan,  who  brought  the  news  of  Admiral 
Bbfcawen's  having  beat  the  French  fleet,  and 
that  the  ambafiador's  ihip  being  in  the  engage- 
ment, was  obliged  to  flay  fome  time  at  Gibral- 
tar to  refit. 

During  all  this,  time  the'  emperor's  eruizers 
had  paflports  from  Lord  Home,  and  were  all 
out,  and  conftantly  fending  in  prizes-,  which 
gave  the  captives  but  little  hope  of  bringing 
matters  to  an  accommodation  that  fummer  ;  as 
the  keeping  his  eruizers  in  port  is  the  readieft 
way  of  making  him  hearken  to  reafon. 

Moll  of  the  eruizers  being  returned  fuccefs- 
ful  into  port  by  the  middle  of  September,  the 
Englifh  had  the  afllirance  of  the  long  expected: 
ambafiador  being  at  Sallee,  with  his  majefty's 
fhips  Guernfey  and  Thetis,  having  the  money 
on  board  for  their  redemption,  which  the  ernpe- 
,  ror  was  informed  of  at  his  camp  ;  but  being 
elated  with  his  fuccels  both  by  land  and  lea,  and 
having  nothing  to  fear  from  the  Englifh  till  the 
next  lpring,  he  only  trifled  with  the  ambafiador, 
j  by  making  extravagant  demands,  to  detain  him 
upon  the  coaft,  which  is  very  dangerous  in  the 
winter  time. 

His  laft  demand  was  two  hundred  and  fifty 
thoufand  dollars,  thirty  pieces  of  cannon,  and  a 
large  quantity  of  powder  and  fhot.  The  am- 
bafiador had  come  up  to  two  hundred  thoufand 
dollars  to  fatisfy  him  for  every  pretenfion  ;  but 
on  hearing  this  lafl:  demand,  he  fent  the  empe- 
ror word  that  it  never  would  be  complied  with, 
and  immediately  left  the  coafl,  having  firft  loft 
two  anchors  in  Sallee  road. 

When  the  emperor  found  there  was  nothing 
to  be  done  by  keeping  the  fhip,  he  difpatched 
one  of  his  alcaides  to  Gibraltar,  with  more  mo- 
derate propofals  ;  and  delired  that  a  gentleman 
might  be  lent  to  him,  with  authority  from  the 
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ambafiador  to  treat  on  the  fubjedt,  and  carry 
back  his  determined  refolution. 

Accordingly,  Mr.  Hafler,  the  ambaflador's 
fecretary,  was  lent  with  anfwers  to  the  empe- 
ror's lafl  demands,  who  ufed  every  argument  to 
convince  him  that  it  was  not  in  the  ambaffador's 
power  to  grant  him  any  fupplies  of  warlike 
ltores,  as  that  was  contrary  to  treaties  firmly 
fubfiiling  between  England  and  other  nations 
then  at  peace  with  her  :  but  the  emperor  would 
not  be  convinced,  and  fuffered  Mr.  Hafler  to 
return  to  Gibraltar,  without  giving  him  his  de- 
termined refolution. 

During  this  interval,  there  were  eight  or  nine 
Englifh  paffengers  taken  under  Poftuguefe  co- 
lours, and  brought  to  Morocco,  which  the  cap- 
tives apprehended  would  be  an  additional  fub- 
jec~t  of  difpute. 

About  the  middle  of  October  the  emperor 
again  lent  Toledano,  the  Jew,  with  more  mode- 
rate propofals  than  any  of  the  former,  and  with 
authority  to  accommodate  all  differences. 

In  the  beginning  of  February,  1760,  Tole- 
dano returned,  with  Lord  Home's  determined 
refolution  to  give  two  hundred  thoufand  dollars 
for  the  redemption  of  every  Britifh  fubjeft  in 
the  emperor's  dominions,  and  twenty  thoufand 
dollars  to  purchafe  warlike  ftores  •,  which  he 
might  do  by  fending  a  veffel  of  his  own  to 
England. 

About  this  time  captain  Barton  was  ufed  very 
ill,  which  happened  in  the  following  manner. 
He  had  been  allowed  to  keep  a  mule  for  fome 
time  paft,  and  commonly  ufed  to  ride  from  his 
houfe,  which  was  near  the  palace,  to  the  houfe 
where  the  men  were  lodged.  The  emperor  hap- 
pened to  fee  him  ;  but  captain  Barton  thinking 
him  fo  far  diflant  that  he  fhould  not  be  taken 
notice  of,  only  put  his  hat  under  his  arm,  and 
rode  on,  as  he  was  at  that  inilant  obfcured  by  a 
wall. 

The  emperor  fent  two  of  his  guards  after 
him,  and  he  was  juft  going  to  alight  at  the 
houfe  when  they  came  up  with  him,  and  pulled 
him  from  off  the  mule,  giving  him  feveral 
ftrokes  with  their  flraps,  which  they  always  have 
ready  for  that  purpofe.  They  feized  him,  one 
on  each  fide,  by  the  collar,  and  in  that  manner 
hurried  him  to  one  of  the  gates,  and  fhut  him 
up  in  a  hole  behind  the  door. 

The  mob  would  hardly  allow  his  officers  to 
follow  him  ;  however  Mr.  Sutherland  got  in 
with  him  ;  but  they  had  not  been  there  a  quar- 
ter of  an  hour,  before  the  fame  two  fellows  that 
feized  him,  came  and  fet  him  free,  and  wanted 
money  for  that  favour,  agreeable  to  the  cuftom 
of  the  country  ;  but  captain  Barton  would  not 
give  them  a  blanqueen,  and  bid  them  go  and 
tell  their  mafter  fo. 

The  men  v.  ere  now  kept  more  flrifHy  than 
ever  to  their  work,  and  the  alcaide  came  oftener 
to  fearch  the  houie  •,  but  the  vigilance  of  cap- 
tain Barton,  and  their  good  friend  Juan  Arbona, 
got  the  better  of  a  number  of  difficulties  and 
impofitions,  which  would  otherwife  have  ren- 
dered the  peoples  lives  very  unhappy. 

P'or  a  fortnight  pall,  the  emperor  had  confi- 
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dered  on  the  lafl:  propofals  ■,  and  having  dif- 
courfed  Toledano  feveral  times  oh  the  fubject, 
he  at  length  relolved  to  fend  him  once  more  to 
Gibraltar,  with  his  determined  refolution  to  ac- 
cept of  two  hundred  thoufand  dollars  for  the  re- 
demption of  all  the  Englifh  fubjects,  and  twen- 
ty-five thouiand  dollars  for  every  other  preten- 
fion  :  and  as  he  now  feemed  to  be  more  in  ear- 
neft  than  ever  he  had  been  before,  they  began 
to   think   their  deliverance  was    near  at  hand. 

Toledano  fet  out  for  Gibraltar  about  the  mid- 
dle of  February,  with  orders  to  write  to  the  em- 
peror, immediately  upon  lord  Home's  agreeing 
to  his  propofals  ;  and  upon  receipt  of  this  letter 
the  captives  were  to  fet  out  for  Sallee,  to  be 
ready  for  embarking  when  the  ambafiador  ar- 
rived there. 

On  the  twenty-fifth  of  March  the  emperor  re- 
ceived affiirances  from  Gibraltar,  that  his  de- 
mands fhould  be  duly  complied  with,  on  the 
embarkation  of  the  captives  at  Sallee,  for  which 
place  the  ambafiador  would  fail  with  the  firft 
fair  wind,  with  the  money  and  prefents. 

Hereupon  his  majefty  fent  to  captain  Barton, 
who  had  alfo  received  letters,  to  inform  him 
that  he,  and  all  the  people  who  were  caft  away, 
fhould  foon  fet  out  for  Sallee.  The  joy  chey 
felt  on  this  occafion  may  be  better  imagined  than 
defcribed.  Captain  Barton  took  up  money  from 
the  merchants,  with  which  they  foon  provided 
every  thing  that  could  be  wanted  in  a  journey  of 
ten  days,  for  three  hundred  and  twenty  men  -, 
but  they  were  ftill  kept  to  their  work. 

On  the  eleventh  of  April  the  men  left  off*  go- 
ing to  work  ;  and  on  the  evening  of  the  twelfth 
the  emperor  fent  for  captain  Barton,  Mr.  Su- 
therland, and  the  fecond  lieutenant,  and  told 
them  they  were  to  go  away  en  the  next  morn- 
ing, and  that  he  would  make  peace  with  the 
Englifh  nation,  if  they  were  willing  ;  if  not,  he 

did  not  care.     He  then  gave  a  nod  for  their  de- 
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parture,  on  which  they  made  a  low  bow,  and 
walked  off  with  lighter  hearts  than  ever  they  had 
felt  before. 

The  next  morning  they  were  all  ready  before 
fun-rifing,  but  waited  till  nine  o'clock  for  the 
mules  and  camels  :  then  they  were  all  mounted, 
generally  two  upon  a  camel,  and  immediately 
went  without  the  city,  and  when  all  were  come, 
they  proceeded  on  their  journey,  attended  by  a 
bafhaw  and  one  hundred  foldiers  on  horfe- 
back. 

They  were  now  treated  in  a  more  agreeable 
manner  than  when  they  came  thither  near  eigh- 
teen months  before.  Mr.  Barton  was  now  con- 
fulted  how  faff  he  chofe  to  travel,  and  when  to 
ftop.  In  the  evening  they  pitched  their  tents* 
which  were  all  properly  numbered,  and  forn  cd 
an  exact  oval.  In  this  good  order  they  puriued 
their  journey,  wanting  for  nothing. 

On  the  fourth  day  of  their  march  they  had  a 
fkirmifh  with  fome  of  the  Moors.  It  was  occa- 
fioned  by  fome  of  the  men  in  the  rear  flopping 
to  buy  milk  at  a  country  village,  for  which  the 
Moors  wanted  to  make  them  pay  an  extrava- 
gant price  after  they  had  drank  it,  which  they 
would  not  comply  with.     Hereupon  the  Moors 
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began  to  beat  them,  which  the  Englifh  returned, 
and  others  going  to  their  afliftance,  they  main- 
tained a  fmart  battle,  till  the  Moors  grew  too 
numerous  :  in  the  mean  time  ibme  of  the  ^ju- 
glifh  rode  off  to  call  their  guard,  wno  inllantYy 
repaired  to  their  affiitance  with  their  drawn  fcy- 
mitars,  and  dealt  round  them  pretty  brifkly  :  in 
the  interim  the  Englifh  were  not  idle,  but  made 
the  blood  ft  ream  down  the  faces  of  many  of  the 
Moors. 

The  guards  then  feized  the  chief  man  of  the 
village,  and  carried  him  to  the  baihaw,  who 
conducted  the  Englifh,  who  having  heard  the 
whole  affair,  difrniifed  him  without  further  pu- 
nifhment,  in  confideration  of  his  having  been 
already  well  drubbed. 

On  the  twenty-fecond  of  April  they  got  to 
Sallee,  and  pitched  their  tents  in  an  old  caftle, 
from  whence  they  had  the  long  wifhed  for  hap- 
pinefs  to  fee  three  Englifh  fhips  lying  at  anchor, 
ready  to  receive  them ;  but  when  they  viewed 
the  bar  of  the  harbour,  with  a  large  roaring 
furf  upon  it,  they  began  to  think  their  embarka- 
tion would  probably  prove  tedious,  which  ac- 
cordingly happened  •,  for  it  was  the  fourth  of 
May  before  the  bar  was  fmooth  enough  for  the 
boats  to  go  out,  and  then  only  half  the  people 
could  go,  as  there  were  not  boats  enough  for 
all. 

Captain  Barton  judged  it  proper  to  fend  off 
firft  all  the  foldiers,  inferior  officers,  and  fome 
failors,  to  make  up  one  hundred  and  fixty-two 
in  number,  over  the  bar.  They  came  to  a 
grapling,  and  waited  till  half  the  money  was 
brought  from  the  fhip,  and  put  into  their  boat, 
which  returned  over  the  bar,  and  the  men  got 
fafe  on  board,  where  thole  who   remained   on 


(here  caft  many  a  wifhful  eye,  till  the  thirteenth, 
during  which  interval  they  had  much  uneafinefs, 
as  the  Moors  were  fufpicious  of  the  ambaffador's 
not  coming  on  fhore,  and  wanted  to  detain  ibme 
of  the  officers  for  a  fecurity  ■,  but  at  laft  the 
ambaffador,  and  captain  Barton's  fagacity,  fur- 
mounted  this  difficulty,  and  they  all  got  over 
the  bar,  where  they  waited  till  the  money  was 
put  into  the  Moor's  boat  •,  upon  which  they 
proceeded  on  board  the  Guernfey,  with  heart!" 
full  of  gratitude  to  God  and  their  country,  for 
their  deliverance  from  fo  barbarous  a  people. 

They  were  moll  chearfully  welcomed  by  the 
ambaffador  and  all  his  officers,  whofe  kindnefs 
they  experienced  a  full  month,  while  they  wait- 
ed for  the  paffengers,  to  the  number  of  twenty- 
five  men  and  women,  whom  the  emperor  want- 
ed to  keep  till  the  ambaffador  came  to  him.  This 
could  not  be  complied  with  ;  but  at  length  the 
emperor,  after  fending  a  perfon  to  fettle  that 
point  ,with  the  Englifh  ambaffador,  confented 
to  let  them  all  go,  except  Juan  Arbona  and 
Pedro  Umbert,  whom  he  abfolutely  refufed  to 
part  from  ;  which  occafioned  a  general  grief,  on 
account  of  the  former,  as  he  had  been  a  fteady 
friend  to  them  in  their  adverfity,  and  kindly  al- 
fifted  them  in  all  their  difficulties. 

They  arrived  at  Gibraltar  on  the  twenty-fe- 
venth  of  June,  and  on  the  twenty-ninth  failed 
for  England  in  his  majefty's  ftorefhip  Marlbo- 
rough, where  they  arrived  in  good  health  on  the 
feventh  of  Augufl,  but  remained  in  quarantine 
till  the  nineteenth  of  September  1760,  and  on 
the  twentieth  had  leave  to  go  on  fhore  -,  Cap- 
tain Barton,  and  all  his  people,  being  honoura- 
bly acquitted  by  a  court-martial  for  the  lofs  of 
the  Litchfield. 
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By     Mr.      FRANCIS        MOORE. 


CHAP. 


I. 


Mr.  Moore  arrives  at  "James  Fort  on  the  river  Gambia  ;  a  defcrip'tion  thereof  and  of  other 
places  on  the  continent  ;  an  African  king  comes  to  the  Fort  ;  account  of  the  Mundingoes, 
the  African  Portuguefe,  Jolloiffs,  Fholeys,  and  F loops,  'which  are  different  tribes  inhabiting 
the  countries  near  the  River  Gambia. 
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R.  Moore  being  appointed  a  writer  of 
the  Roya!  African  company,  left  Eng- 
land in  the  month  of  July  1730,  and 
on  the  ninth  of  November  following  the  fhip 
came  to  an  anchor  in  the  mouth  of  the  river 
Gambia. 

As  they  failed  up  the  river  near  the  fhore,  the 
country  appeared  extremely  beautiful,  confift- 
ing  of  woods,  between  which  were  plealant 
green  rice  grounds,  which,  after  the  rice  is  cut, 
are  ilocked  with  cattle. 

They  landed,  on  the  eleventh,  at  James's 
ifland,  which  is  fituated  in  the  middle  of  the 
river,  which  is  feven  miles  broad  in  this  place. 
This  ifland,  which  is  about  three  quarters  of  a 
fnile  in  circumference  at  that  place,  lies  about 
ten  leagues  from  the  mouth  of  the  river. 

Upon  the  ifland  is  a  fquare  ftone  fort,  regu- 
larly built,  with  four  baftions  ;  and  on  each  of 
thefe  aFe  feven  guns  well  mounted,  which  com- 
mand the  river  every  way  ■,  befides  which,  un- 
der the  walls  of  the  fort  facing  the  fea,  are  two 
round  batteries,  on  each  of  which  are  four  large 
cannon  well  mounted,  that  carry  ball  of  twenty- 
four  pounds  weight,  and  between  thefe  are  nine 
fmall  guns  mounted  for  falutes. 

There  are,  befides  the  fort,  feveral  factories 
up  the  river,  fettled  for  the  convenience  of  trade  •, 
but  they  are  all  under  the  direction  of  the  go- 
vernor and  the  chief  merchants  of  the  fort  ;  for 
which  purpofe  the  company  have  three  or  four 
floops  of  thirty  tons  each,  and  about  the  fame 
number  of  long-boats,  one  or  two  of  which  are 
conftantly  employed  in  fetching  provilions  and 
water  from  the  main  land  for  the  ufe  of  the  gar- 


rifon,  and  the  others  are  employed  in  carrying 
goods  up  to  the  factories,  and  in  bringing  oack 
(laves,  wax,  aha!  elephants  teeth. 

When  Mr.  Moore  arrived,  he  had  a  conve- 
nient apartment  affigned  him  near  the  compting- 
houfe,  and  dieted  with  the  reft  of  the  writers* 
at  what  was  called  the  fecond  table  :  they  had 
frefh  provifions  in  plenty,  a  beaft  being  killed 
every  other  day  :  the  natives  alfo  brought  fowls 
every  day  to  fell  to  the  governor,  who  permit- 
ted every  perfon  that  did  not  chufe  to  eat  beef, 
to  have  them  at  a  very  eafy  rate. 

The  writers  table,  as  well  as  that  of  the  go- 
vernor, was  almoft  daily  fupplied  with  greens 
from  the  company's  garden  at  Gillyfree,  for 
which  they  paid  nothing.  They  were  well  fup- 
plied with  flower  by  the  company,  and  having 
a  baker  on  the  ifland,  they  had  good  bread  made 
every  day. 

They  had  oyfters  whenever  they  pleafed,  for 
they  were  eafily  procured  at  Jow  water,  at  the 
north-weft  point  of  the  ifland.  They  had  wine 
and  brahdy  at  a  reafonable  price,  and  when  the 
governor  had  a  good  ftock  of  beer,  they  did  not 
fail  of  their  fhare  of  it. 

In  a  word,  they  wanted  for  nothing  that  was 
necefiary  in  refpect  to  diet:  but  Mr.  Moore  feysj 
every  one  who  goes  thither  ought  to  take  with 
him  cloaths,  bedding  and  cherts.  As  foon  as  a 
pevion  arrives,  it  is  ufual  To  agree  with  fome  wo- 
man at  Gillyfree,  on  the  oppofite  continent,  to 
wafh  his  linen,  which  they  do  by  the  month, 
with  good  foap  of  their  own  making. 

On  the  fixteenth  of  November,  Mr.  John 
Hamilton,  who  had  been  fhipmate   with  Mr. 

Moore, 
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Moore,  was  fent  as  manager  to  the  factory 
at  Tancrowall,  which  was  then  fettling  prin- 
cipally for  the  fake  of  bees-wax. 

The  town  of  Tancrowall  is  divided  into  two 
parts,  one  for  the  Portugueze,  and  the  other 
for  the  Mundingoes.  The  former  dwell  in  large 
fquare  houfes,  and  the  latter  in  round  huts, 
made  of  a  binding  clay  which  toort  harJens  : 
thefe  huts  are  about  twenty  feet  diameter,  and 
about  eight  feet  high,  with  a  roof  like  that  of  a 
beehive,  made  either  of  ftraw  or  palmeto- 
leaves,  and  fo  well  fitted  together,  that  the 
fun  cannot  ftrike  through  them,  nor  the  rain 
penetrate. 

There  is  a  prieft  annually  fent  over  from  St. 
Jago,  one  of  the  Cape  de  Verde  iflands,  to  Tan- 
crowall, where  there  is  a  church,  in  which,  dur- 
ing the  prieft's  ltay,  mafs  is  laid  almoft  every 
day.  Here  are  many  of  the  defcendants 
of  the  Portugueze,  who  fend  canoes  up  the 
river  to  trade  once  or  twice  a  year :  by 
which  means  they  have  made  this  town  a  place 
of  great  rtlbrt,  and  the  richeft  on  the  whole  ri- 
ver. It  is  delightfully  fituated  by  the  water- 
fide,  with  a  woody  hill  behind  it,  and  is  about 
half  a  mile  in  length. 

Two  nights  after  Mr.  Hamilton  was  gone, 
Mr.  Moore  fupped  upon  oyfters  which  grew  up- 
on trees  :  which  being  fomething  remarkable, 
he  gives  the  following  explanation  of  it. 

Down  the  river  where  the  water  is  fait,  and 
near  the  fea,  the  river  is  bounded  with  trees  cal- 
led mangroves,  whole  leaves  being  long  and 
heavy,  weigh  the  boughs  into  the  water :  to 
thefe  leaves  the  young  oyfters  ftften  in  great 
numbers,  where  they  grow  till  they  are  large, 
and  then  they  cannot  be  feperated  from  the 
tree  ;  but  the  boughs  are  obliged  to  be  cut  off, 
with  the  oyfters  hanging  on  them,  relembling 
ropes  of  onions. 

On  the  twentieth,  Mr.  Moore  went  to  St.  Do- 
mingo, on  the  main  land,  which  was  the  firft 
time  of  his  landing  on  the  continent  of  Africa. 
He  walked  from  St.  Domingo  to  Gillyfree, 
which  is  about  a  mile  and  a  half,  all  the  way 
through  grafs  eight  or  nine  feet  high  ;  and  law 
by  the  way  a  great  number  of  lizards,  fome  of 
which  had  heads  as  yellow  as  gold. 

St.  Domingo  lies  on  the  north  fide  of  the 
river,  directly  oppofite  to  James's  ifland,  and 
confifts  only  of  a  few  round  huts  belonging  to 
the  company,  in  which  fome  of  their  caftle 
flaves  live,  who  cut  wood  for  the  ufe  of  the  fort, 
take  care  of  a  well,  and  fill  the  calks  with  water 
which  are  daily  brought  over  from  the  fort  for 
that  purpole. 

On  the  twenty-fecond  of  February,  one  of 
the  kings  of  Fonia  came  to  the  Fort,  and  was 
laluted  with  five  guns  on  his  landing  ;  his  bufi- 
nefs  was  to  beg  fome  powder  and  ball  of  the  go- 
vernor, to  enable  him  to  defend  himfelf  againft 
fome  people  with  whom  he  was  at  war  :  he  was 
a  tall  young  man,  very  black,  and  well  made  ; 
his  drefs  confifted  of  a  pair  of  fhort,  yellow,  cot- 
ton-cloth breeches,  a  garment  of  the  fame  cloth, 
made  like  a  clergyman's  furplice,  and  a  large 
cap,  to  which  was  fattened  part  of  a  goat's  tail, 


which  is  a  cuftomary  ornament  among  the  great 
men  of  this  river  ;  but  he  wore  neither  ftockings 
nor  fhoes. 

With  his  majefty  came  three  women  ;  and 
his  whole  retinue,  confiding  of  about  fixteen 
people,  were  armed  with  cutlaffes  and  guns, 
and  came  in  a  large  canoe  :  they  had  with  them 
three  Mundingo  drums,  which  are  about  a  yard 
long,  and  near  twenty  inches  diameter  at  the 
top,  but  lefs  at  the  bottom,  made  out  of  a  folid 
piece  of  wood,  and  covered  only  at  the  wideft 
end  with  the  skin  of  a  kid.  They  ufe  only  one 
drum-flick,  which  they  hold  in  the  left  hand, 
and  the  women  dance  very  brilkly  to  the  found. 
The  king  and  his  attendants  ftaid  at  the  fort  all 
night,  and  then  returned  home,  when  they  were 
faluted  with  nine  guns. 

There  are  many  different  kingdoms  fituated 
on  the  banks  of  the  river  Gambia,  inhabited  by 
feveral  races  of  people,  as  Mundingoes,  Jolloiffs, 
Pholeys,  Floops,  and  Portugueze.  The  moft 
numerous  are  called  Mundingoes,-  and  are  ge- 
nerally of  a  black  colour  and  well  made:  the 
country  they  inhabit  is  called  Mundingo. 

When  this  country  was  conquered  by  the 
Portugueze,  about  the  year  1420,  fome  of  that 
nation  fettled  in  it,  who  have  cohabited  with 
thefe  Mundingoes,  till  they  are  now  very  near 
as  black  as  they  :  but  as  they  ftill  retain  a  fort 
of  baftard  Portugueze  language  called  Creole, 
and  as  they  chriften  and  marry  by  the  help  ot 
the  prieft  annually  fent  thither  from  St.  Jago, 
one  of  the  Cape  de  Verde  iflands,  they  ftill  ef- 
teem  themfelves  Portugueze  Chriftians,  as  much 
as  if  they  were  actually  natives  of  Portugal  •,  and 
they  rejertt  nothing  mure  than  being  called  Ne- 
groes, that  being  a  term  th:y  ufe  only  for  flaves. 

On  the  north  fide  of  the  river  Gambia,  and 
from  thence  in-land,  are  a  people  called  Jolloiffs, 
whofe  country  extends  quice  to  the  river  Senegal. 
Thefe  people  are  much  blacker,  and  handlomer 
than  the  Mundingoes  ;  nor  have  they  the  broad 
nofes  and  thick  lips  peculiar  to  the  Mundin- 
goes and  Floops. 

In  all  the  kingdoms  and  countries  on  each  fide 
of  the  river  are  people  of  a  tawny  colour,  called 
Pholeys,  who  refemble  the  Arabs,  whole  lan- 
guage moft  of  them  fpeak,  for  it  is  taught  in 
their  fchools  ;  and  the  Koran,  which  is  alio 
their  law,  is  in  that  language. 

They  are  more  generally  learned  in  the  Ara- 
bic, than  the  people  of  Europe  are  in  Latin  ; 
for  they  can  moft  of  them  fpeak  it,  though  they 
have  a  language  of  their  own  called  the  Pholey. 
They  live  in  clans,  build  towns,  and  are  not 
fubjeel  to  any  of  the  kings  of  the  country,  tho' 
they  live  in  their  territories  ;  for  if  they  are  ufed 
ill  in  one  nation,  they  break  up  their  towns, 
and  remove  to  another. 

They  have  chiefs  of  their  own,  who  rule  wich 

fuch  moderation,  that  every  act  of  government 

feems  rather  an  act  of  the  people  than  of  one 

man.     This   form  of  government   is  eafily  ad- 

miniftered,  becaufe  the  people  are  of  a  good  and 

quiet  difpofition,  and  fo  well  inftructed  in  what 

is  j ufl  and  right,  that  a  man  who  is  guilty  of  an 

evil  action  is  held  in  urfiverfal  contempt. 

The 


-s^vgv"^ 


INLAND     PARTS     OF     AFRIC 


A. 


The  natives  of  thefe  countries  are  not  avarici- 
ous of  lands ;  they  defire  no  more  than  what 
they  ufe  ;  and  as  they  do  not  plough  with  horfes 
or  other  cattle,  they  can  ufe  but  very  little. 
Hence  it  arifes  that  the  kings  are  willing  to  al- 
low the  Pholeys  to  cultivate  land,  and  live  in 
their  dominions.  They  plant  tobacco  near  their 
houfes,  and  all  round  their  towns  they  plant  cot- 
ton ;  beyond  that  are  their  corn  fields,  of  which 
they  raife  the  four  kinds  commonly  produced 
all  over  this  country,  which  are  maize,  or  In- 
dian corn,  rice,  and  the  larger  and  leirer  Guinea 
corn. 

In  Gambia  there  is  no  wheat,  barley,  rye,  oats, 
nor  any  other  European  grain  ;  but  they  have 
a  kind  of  pulfe  between  the  kidney  bean  and 
pea,  and  alio  potatoes  and  yams.  The  Indian 
corn  they  let  in  holes,  about  four  feet  diftance 
from  each  other,  fo  that  it  grows  up  like  hop?, 
and  fhoots  about  eight  or  ten  feet  high  in  large 
canes,  with  the  ears  growing  out  of  the  fides.  C 

The  rice,  which  they  efteem  their  choiceft 
food,  is  iet  in  rills,  as  peafe  are  in  England  ;  it 
grows  belt  in  wet  grounds,  and  the  ears  refera- 
ble thofe  of  oats.  The  largeft  guinea  corn  is 
round,  and  about  the  fize  of  the  fmallefi  Englifh 
peafe  :  they  fow  it  as  we  do  wheat  and  barley  : 
it  grows  to  nine  or  ten  feet  high,  upon  a  fmall 
reed,  and  the  grain  is  in  the  largeft  tuft  at  the 
top. 

The  leiTer  Guinea  corn,  which  the  Portii- 
gueze  call  Manfaroke,  is  lowed  by  hand,  and 
fhoots  to  the  fame  height  as  the  other,  on  a 
large  reed,  at  the  top  of  which  the  corn  grows 
on  a  head  like  a  bulrufh  :  the  grain  is  fomething 
larger  than  a  canary  feed,  to  which  it  bears  a 
considerable  refemblance.  No  bread  is  made 
by  the  natives  ;  but  they  thicken  liquids  with 
the  flour  of  the  different  grains.  They  ufe  the 
maize  chiefly  when  green,  parching  it  in  the  ear, 
when  it  taftes  like  green  peafe. 

They  boil  their  rice  in  the  fame  manner  as  is 
praftifed  by  the  Turks  •,  and  make  flour  of  the 
Guinea  corn  and  manfaroke,  as  they  likewife  do 
fometimes  of  the  two  former  ipecies,  by  beating 
it  in  wooden  mortars.  The  natives  never  bake 
cakes  or  bread  for  themfelves,  but  thofe  of  their 
women  who  live  among  the  Europeans  learn  to 
do  both. 

The  P'oleys,  though  Arrangers  in  the  coun- 
try, are  the  greateft  planters  in  it.  They  are 
very  frugal  and  induftrious,  and  as  they  raife 
more  cotton  and  corn  than  is  fufficient  to  fupply 
their  own  neceflities,  they  fell  thefe  articles  at 
reafonable  rates  ;  and  they  are  fo  remarkable 
tor  their  hofpitality,  that  the  natives  efteem  it  a 
bleffing  to  have  a  Pholey  town  in  their  neigh- 
bourhood :  befides,  they  have  gained  fuch  re- 
putation by  their  behaviour,  that  it  is  deemed 
infamous  for  any  one  to  ufe  them  ill. 

Though  their  humanity  extends  to  all  per- 
fons,  yet  they  are  doubly  kind  to  people  of  their 
own  race  ;  and  if  they  know  of  any  one  of  their 
people  being  made  a  flave,  all  the  Pholeys  will 
unite  to  redeem  him.  As  they  have  plenty  of 
food,  they  never  fuffer  any  of  their  own  people 
to  want  ;  but  fupport  the  old,  the  blind  and  the 
lame,  in  the  fame  manner  as  thole  who  are  young, 
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and  have  the  ufe  of  all  their  faculties. 

They  are  feldom  angry,  and  rarely,  if  ever, 
known  to  abufe  each  other  ;  yet  this  mildnefs 
does  not  proceed  from  want  of  courage  ;  for 
they  are  as  brave  as  any  people  of  Africa,  and 
are  very  expert  in  the  ufe  of  their  arms,  which 
confift  of  bows  and  arrows,  afiagays  and  fhort 
cutlaffes  ;  and  fometimes  they  ufe  o-uns. 

They  generally  fettle  near  fome  Mundingo 
town  ;  there  being  fcarce  one  of  any  note,  ef- 
pecially  up  the  river,  that  has  not  a  Pholey 
town  in  its  neighbourhood.  They  are  ftricl: 
Mahometans  ;  and  hardly  any  of  them  will 
drink  brandy,  or  any  thing  ftronger  than  fugar 
and  water. 

The  Pholeys  are  fo  dextrous  in  the  manage- 
ment of  cattle,  that  the  Mundingoes  commit 
theirs  to  their  care.  The  whole  herd  belonging 
to  a  town  feed  all  the  day  in  the  favannahs,°and 
after  the  crop  is  off,  in  the  rice  grounds.  They 
have  a  place  without  each  town  for  the  cattle, 
in  the  middle  of  which  they  raife  a  ftage  about 
eight  feet  high  from  the  ground,  and  eight  or 
ten  feet  wide  :  to  this  is  a  ladder,  and  over  it 
a  roof  thatch,  with  the  fides  all  open.  Round 
this  ftage  they  fix  a  number  offtakes,  and  every 
night  the  cattle  are  brought  up,  and  each  beaft 
tied  to  a  feparate  ftake,  with  aftrong  rope  made 
of  the  bark  of  trees.  The  cows  are  then  milk- 
ed, and  four  or  five  men  ftay  upon  the  ftage  all 
night  with  their  arms,  to  guard  them  from  the 
lions  and  other  wild  beafts. 

Their  houfes  are  built  in  a  very  regular  man- 
ner, and  placed  at  a  diftance  from  each  other  to 
avoid  fire. 

The  Pholeys  are  alio  great  huntfmen,  and  not 
only  kill  lions,  tygers,  and  other  wild  beafts  i 
but  often  go  twenty  or  thirty  in  a  company  to 
hunt  elephants,  whole  teeth  they  fell,  and  whofe 
flefh  they  fmoke-dry  and  eat,  keeping  it  feveral 
months  together. 

They  fay  that  the  elephants  generally  go  one 
or  two  hundred  in  a  drove,  and  do  great  mif- 
chief  by  pulling  up  the  trees  by  the  roots,  and 
trampling  down  the  corn  :  to  prevent  which  the 
natives,  when  they  have  any  fufpicion  of  their 
coming,  make  fires  all  round  their  corn  to  keep 
them  out. 

The  Pholeys  are  almoft  the  only  people  who 
can  make  butter,  and  of  whom  cattle  can  be 
purchafed  at  fome  diftance  up  the  river.  They 
are  always  extremely  clean,  particularly  the  wo- 
men, who  keep  their  houfes  remarkably  neat. 
They  are  very  particular  in  their  drefs,  wearing 
no  cloaths  but  fuch  as  are  of  white  cotton,  which 
they  make  themfelves. 

In  fome  things  they  are  very  fuperftitious  •-,  in 
particular  if  they  know  any  body  boils  the  new 
milk  bought  of  them,  they  will  not  on  any  con- 
fidcration  fell  that  perfon  any  more,  being  pof- 
fefled  with  the  notion  that  boiling  the  milk  makes, 
the  cow  dry. 

Oppoiite  James's  fort,  on  the  fouth  fide  of 
the  river,  in  the  empire  of  Fonia,  and  but  a  lit- 
tle way  inland,  are  a  fort  of  people  called 
Floops,  who  are  in  a  manner  wild  :  they  bor- 
der on  the  Mundingoes,  who  are  bitter  enemies 
to  them.      T!»eir  country    is  of  a  vaft  extent, 

but 
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but  they  have  no  king  :  each  of  their  towns  is 
fortified  with  a  double  row  of  ftakes  drove  all 
round  it,  and  filled  up  with  clay  •,  but  though 
they  are  independent  of  each  other,  and  under 
the  government  of  no  chief,  they  unite  lb  firm- 
ly that  all  the  power  of  the  Mundingoes  cannot 
overcome  them. 

The  language  molt  common  in  thefe  coun- 
tries is  the  Mundingo  :  and  the  perfon  who  can 
fpeak  it  may  travel  from  the  mouth  of  the  ri- 
ver up  to  the  country  of  the  Joncoes,  or  the 
merchants,  a  people  fo  called  from  their  annu- 
ally buying  a  great  number  of  (laves  there,  and 
bringing  them  down  to  the  lower  parts  of  the 
river,  to  fell  them  to  the  Europeans,  though 
their  country,  according  to  Mr.  Moore's  account, 
is  fix  weeks  journey  from  James's  fort. 

The  language  which  is  next  in  ufe  is  called 
the  Creole  Portuguefe,  though  our  author  ima- 
gines it  would  fcarcely  be  underftood  at  Lifbon  ; 
it  is,  however,  fooner  learnt  by  Englifhmen, 
than  any  other  language  ufed  on  the  banks  of 
this  river,  and  is  always  fpoken  by  the  linguifts 
or  interpreters. 
The  Arabic  is  not  only  fpoken  by  the  Pholeys, 
but   by  moft  of  the   Mahometans  in  the  river, 


though  they  are  Mundigoes ;  and  it  is  remark- 
ed, that  thofe  who  can  write  that  language  are 
not  only  very  ftricT:  at  their  devotions  three  or 
four  times  a  day,  but  are  fo  remarkably  fober 
and  abftemious  in  their  manner  of  living,  that 
they  would  rather  die  than  drink  ftrong  liquors, 
and  rather  faft  than  eat  any  thing  that  is  not 
killed  by  one  of  their  own  way  of  thinking. 

The  Mundingoes  in  general  pay  them  great 
veneration,  and  if  any  of  them  are  ill,  they  ap- 
ply to  one  of  thefe  Mahometans  for  a  cure  ;  not 
by  inward  potions,  but  only  by  a  note  writ- 
ten on  a  fmall  piece  of  paper,  to  wear  about 
them,  imagining,  that  while  they  carry  a  paper 
written  by  a  holy  man,  no  ill  can  happen  to 
them,  or  continue  long  with  them  :  but  the 
worft  of  it  is,  they  pay  a  great  price  for  thefe 
papers,  by  which  means  the  Mahometans,  com- 
monly called  Bufherines,  are  generally  richer 
and  enjoy  greater  plenty  than  moft  of  the  other 
Mundingoes. 

Befides  the  above  languages,  there  are  others 
peculiar  to  every  kingdom  ;  fuch  is  that  of  the 
Floops,  the  Banyoons,  the  Jolloiffs,  and  Bum- 
brongs  •,  the  laft  of  which  is  ufed  in  the  mer- 
chants country,  very  high  up  the  river. 


CHAP. 


II. 


The  town  of '  Gillyfree  dcfcrlbed ;   "Job,  fort  to  the  high  priejl  ofBundo,  fold  for  a  fave  ;  a  de- 
fcription  of  Vint ain  and  J 'oar,  with  the  manners  of  the  inhabitants ;  account  of  the  king  of 
Barfallys  behaviour  at  the  faclory  of  J  oar  ;   Mr.  Moors  being  appointed  a  jailor,  fails  up 
the  river,  and  defcribes  the  towns  on  its  banks ;  account  of  a  great  inundation  of  the  Gambia, 
which  occafons  the  rebuilding  of  the  fort  of  Yamyamacunda. 


ON  the  fourth  of  April,  our  author  went  to 
Gillyfree,  which  is  a  large  town,  fitua- 
ted  a  little  below  James's  fort,  and  inha- 
bited by  Portugueze,   Mundingoes,  and   fome 
Mahometans,  who  have  a  pretty  little  mofque 
there. 

The  Englifh  company  have  a  factory  plea- 
fantly  fituated,  facing  the  fort,  and  alio  fome 
gardens,  as  already  mentioned,  that  iupply  the 
fort  with  greens  and  fruit.  The  country  about 
this  town  affords  fine  fhooting,  and  it  would  be 
pleafant  walking  but  that  it  is  rather  too  fandy 
Here  are  variecy  of  birds,  among  which  are  ma- 
ny pelicans,  which  are  about  the  fize  of  a  goofe, 
and  nearly  of  the  fame  colour  :  they  have  a  pro- 
digious long  bill,  and  under  it  is  a  very  large 
bag  :  they  are  commonly  near  the  rivers,  as  they 
fubfift  upon  fifh.  Here  are  great  numbers  of 
plaintain  and  banana  trees,  guavas,  orange  and 
lime  trees. 

One  of  the  natives  took  Mr.  Moore  to  his 
houfe,  and  fhewed  him  a  great  number  of  ar- 
rows, daubed  over  with  a  black  mixture,  find  to 
be  fo  venomous,  that  if  the  arrow  did  but  draw 
blood  it  would  be  mortal,  unlefs  the  perfon  who 
made  the  mixture  had  a  mind  to  cure  it ;  for  the 


man  obferved,  that  there  were  no  poifonous 
herbs,  whofe  effects  might  not  be  prevented  by 
the  application  of  other  herbs. 

A  vefiel  commanded  by  captain  Pyke,  a  fe- 
perate  trader,  from  Joar,  came  down  the  river  on 
the  eleventh,  loaded  with  flaves,  among  whom 
was  a  perfon  of  an  elegant  figure,  named  Job 
Ben  Solomon,  who  was  of  the  Pholey  race,  and 
fon  to  the  High  Prieft  of  Bundo,  in  Foota,  a 
place  about  ten  days   journey  from  Gillyfree. 

This  perfon  was  travelling  on  the  fouth  fide  of 
the  Gambia,  with  a  fervant,  and  about  twenty 
or  thirty  head  of  cattle,  which  induced  the  King 
of  a  country  a  little  within  the  land  to  feize  not 
only  the  cattle,  but  Job  and  his  man,  both  of 
whom  he  fold  for  flaves  to  captain  Pyke. 

Although  his  humane  countrymen,  the  Pho- 
leys, would  have  redeemed  him  •,  they  had  the 
mortification  to  find  that  he  was  carried  out  of 
the  river  before  they  had  notice  of  his  being  a, 
flave,  and  Capt.  Pyke  failed  with  him  to  Mary- 
land. Job,  who  was  a  perfon  of  extraordinary 
abilities,  and  diftinguifhed  merit,  was  not  fo 
unhappy  as  he  had  reafon  to  expect ;  but  his  ad- 
ventures will  be  related,  when  we  fhall  have  oc- 
cafion  to  fpeak  of  his  return  to  this  country.* 


*  For  this  account,  fee  the  beginning  of  the  third  chapter. 
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On  the  fourth  of  June  two  Jolloiffs  came  to 
James's  ifland  to  fell  cotton  cloths,  which  they 
make  very  fine,  and  in  large  quantities  :  their 
pieces  are  generally  twenty-feven  yards  long,  but 
are  never  above  nine  inches  broad  ;  however  they 
few  them  neatly  together,  to  make  them  ferve 
for  broader  cloths.  They  clean  the  feed  bv 
hand,  and  then  fpin  it  with  a  fpindle  and  diifcaffj 
after  which  they  weave  it  in  a  loom  of  very 
coarfe  workmanfhip. 

In  order  to  Jrefs  themfelves  with  thefe  cloths, 
they  make  them  into  pairs,  one  about  three  yards 
long,  and  a  yard  and  half  wide,  to  cover  their 
moulders  and  body;  the  other  nearly  of  the  fame 
width,  and  but  two  yards  long,  to  cover  them 
from  the  waift  downwards. 

This  pair  of  cloths  is  the  cloathing  of  either  a 
man  or  woman,  the  only  difference  being  in  the 
manner  of  wearing  them.  Mr.  Moore  lays  he 
has  feen  a  pair  of  thefe  cloths  fo  fine,  and  of  fo 
bright  a  dye,  as  to  be  worth  thirty  {killings  fter- 
ling.  Their  colours  are  either  blue  or  yellow, 
fome  very  lively  :  the  firft  is  dyed  with  indigo, 
and  the  other  with  the  bark  of  trees. 

On  the  nineteenth  the  governor  and  Mr. 
Moore  let  out  for  Vintain,  where  they  arrived 
in  three  hours,  and  which  is  about  fix  leagues 
from  Jpames's  Fort.  This  town  belongs  to  one 
of  the  kings  of  Fonia,  and  is  pleafantly  fituated 
on  the  fide  of  a  hill  clofe  to  a  river  which  is  alfo 
call  Vintain.  It  is  inhabited  both  by  Portu- 
gueze  and  Mahometans,  the  latter  of  whom 
have  a  handfome  molque.  It  is  noted  for  plen- 
ty of  provisions,  great  quantities  of  which  are 
brought  by  the  Floops  who  live  in  its  neighbour- 
hood. 

The  company  have  a  fmall  factory  there  to 
buy  bees- wax  ;  and  above  the  town  is  fine  grafs, 
and  a  number  of  trees  that  render  the  fituation 
very  delightful.  When  the  governor  and  Mr. 
Moore  came  to  the  town,  the  Alcaide,  and  all 
the  principal  inhabitants  came  to  welcome  the 
prince  in  whole  dominions  the  town  is  fituated. 

The  common  people  were  drelfed  with  a  cloth 
round  their  waifts  that  reached  to  their  knees, 
and  another  cloth  over  the  right  fhoulder  •,  for 
the  men  have  commonly  one  fhoulder  bare, 
which  the  women  have  not  •,  the  cloaths  of  the 
latter  generally  reach  as  low  as  the  fmall  of  their 
legs.  They  are  very  proud  of  their  hair  •,  fome 
wear  it  in  tufts  and  bunches,  others  cut  it  in 
croffes,  and  others  again  firing  coral  or  beads 
upon  it. 

The  men  in  general  wear  caps  of  cotton  cloth, 
fome  plain,  and  fome  adorned  with  feathers  and 
goats  tails.  The  women  generally  wear  hand- 
kerchiefs tied  round  their  heads,  leaving  the 
crown  bare,  and  for  want  of  a  handkerchief, 
they  ufe  a  flip  of  blue  or  white  cotton  cloth  :  a 
great  many  of  them,  efpecially  up  the  river,  wear 
a  good  number  of  fmall  horle-bells  on  the 
crown  of  the  head. 

A  number  of  huts  thrown  promifcuoufly  toge- 
ther form  their  towns  ;  each  hut  is  generally 
fourteen  or  fifteen  yards  in  circumference,  built 
with  clay,  and  covered  with  palmeto-leaves  or 
long  grafs.  They  commonly  keep  their  houfes 
clean  to  the  eye,  but  they  do  not  fmell  very 


fweet,  on  account  of  the  ftinking  fifh  and  other 
things  which  they  keep  in  them. 

Curious  furniture  is  but  little  attended  to  by 
the  inhabitants  ;  for  the  moft  that  any  of  them 
have  is  imall  cheft  for  cloaths,  a  matt  railed  upon 
pofts  from  the  ground,  to  lie  on  •,  a  jar  to  hold 
water,  a  callabafh  to  drink  it  with  ;  two  or  three 
wooden  mortars,  in  which  they  pound  their  corn 
and  rice  -,  a  bafket  which  they  ufe  as  a  fieve, 
and  two  or  three  large  callabafhes,  out  of  which 
they  eat  with  their  hands  inftead  of  fpoons. 

They  are  very  improvident  againft  a  time  of 
fcarcity  -,  but  chufe  rather  to  fell  what  they  can* 
as  upon  occafion  they  can  fall  two  or  three  days 
without  eating  -,  but  then  they  are  always  fmoak- 
ing  .o.  acco,  which  is  of  their  own  growth.  The 
boll  of  thtir  pipes  is  neatly  made  of  a  reddiih  co- 
loured clay  -,  but  the  Items  are  only  a  piece  of  a 
rsed,  or  a  fmall  flick  bored  through  with  a  hot 
iron  wire,  and  fome  of  them  are  fix  feet  long, 
^.fter  they  have  bored,  they  polifh  them  with 
rougn  leaves  till  they  are  very  fmooth,  white  and 
handfome.  They  fallen  the  boll  and  Hem  to- 
gether with  a  piece  of  red  leather,  and  fometimes 
have  a  fine  leather  tafTel  hanging  to  the  middle 
of  the  pipe.  The  merchants  who  travel  much* 
carry  with  them  pipes  of  fo  1  irge  a  fize,  that  the 
bolls  of  fome  of  them  hold  half  a  pint  at  the 
leaft. 

As  the  governor  expected  to  receive  orders 
for  appointing  Mr.  Moore  a  factor,  he  on  the 
twenty-eighth  of  Auguft  feht  1  im  to  Joar,  to 
learn  the  nature  of  the  trade  there. 

Joar  is  fituated  in  the  kingdom  of  Barfally* 
about  three  miles  from  a  la:  ge  town  called  Cow- 
ar,  in  a  fine  favannah,  furrounded  with  woods 
that  harbour  wild  beafts,  the  howling  and  rear- 
ing of  which  may  be  heard  every  night.  It  is  about 
two  miles  from  Gambia,  and  inhabited  by  a  few 
Portugueze  :  it  confifts  of  only  ten  houfes,  be- 
fides  one  belonging  to  the  King  of  Barfally,  and 
one  to  the  Englifh  Faclory  •,  but  thefe  two  Hand 
on  as  much  ground  as  all  the  reft. 

About  a  mile  from  Joar  is  a  ledge  of  high 
and  rocky  hills  covered  with  trees,  which  the  na- 
tives fay  extend  a  hundred  leagues  up  the  coun- 
try. It  is  agreeable  walking  on  thefe  hills  in  the 
fummer  •,  but  the  wild  beafts  being  driven  thi- 
ther in  the  rainy  feafon,  by  the  low  ground  be- 
ing covered  with  water,  it  is  very  dangerous  to 
walk  there. 

In  that  feafon  the  frogs,  of  which  there  are 
vaft  numbers,  much  larger  than  thofe  of  Eng- 
land, make  in  the  night  as  much  noife  as  a 
pack  of  hounds,  and  at  a  diftance  the  found  re- 
lembles  it. 

Near  the  favannah  abovementioned  are  plen- 
ty of  deer,  buffaloes,  wild  hogs,  partridges, 
geefe,  ducks,  and  quails  •,  all  which  are  good 
eating,  and  admired  by  the  natives.  Some  of 
the  partridges  are  remarkable  for  having  two 
fpurs  on  one  leg.  There  is  alfo  a  fingular  bird, 
about  the  fize  of  a  pigeon,  which  has  four  wings, 
and  flies  abroad  in  the  dufk  of  the  evening,  as 
the  owls  do  in  England. 

Here  are  likewiie  cameleons,  and  great  num- 
bers of  crocodiles,  which  the  natives  kill  and 
eat  ;  they  admire  both  them   and  their   eggs, 
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which  our  author  fays  he  has  frequently  feen 
them  eat,  when  they  had  young  ones  in  them  as 
long  as  his  finger. 

While  Mr.  Moore  was  at  this  place,  he  faw 
an  Oftrich,  with  a  man  riding  on  its  back.;  who 
was  going  down  to  the  fort,  the  oftrich  being  a 
prefent  to  the  governor,  from  one  of  the  Eng- 
lifli factors,  who  had  bought  it  at  Fatatenda. 

In  a  little  while  after  Mr.  Moore  arrived  at 
Joar,  the  king  of  Barfally  came  thither,  in  com- 
pany with  three  of  his  brothers,  and  attended  by 
above  a  hundred  horfemen,  and  as  many  foot, 
and  infilled  on  lying  at  the  factory,  though  he 
had  a  houle  of  his  own  in  the  town. 

Mr.  Harrifon  and  Mr.  Roberts,  who  were 
factors,  and  our  author,  were  all  the  English- 
men who  were  there.  The  king  immediately 
took  pofiefiion  of  Mr.  Roberts's  bed,  and  then 
having  drank  brandy  till  he  was  drunk,  ordered 
Mr.  Roberts  to  be  held  while  he  himfelf  took 
out  of  his  pocket  the  keys  of  the  ftorehoufe,  in- 
to which  he  and  feveral  of  his  people  went,  and 
took  what  they  pleafed  :  he  fearched  chiefly  for 
brandy,  of  which  there  happened  to  be  but  one 
anchor,  which  he  took,  and  having  drank  till 
he  was  dead  drunk,  was  put  to  bed. 

This  anchor  lafted  him  three  days  ;  and  as  foon 
as  foon  as  it  was  empty  he  went  all  over  the  houfe 
in  fearch  of  more.  At  length  he  entered  a  room 
in  which  Mr.  Harrifon  lay  lick,  and  feeing  there 
a  cafe  that  contained  fix  gallons  and  a  half,  that 
belonged  to  him  and  Mr.  Moore,  he  ordered 
Mr.  Harrifon  to  get  out  of  bed  and  open  it : 
however  Mr.  Harrifon  told  him  with  great  gra- 
vity, that  there  was  nothing  in  it  but  fome  of 
the  Company's  papers,  and  that  it  muft  not  be 
opened  •,  but  the  King  was  too  well  acquainted 
with  liquor  cafes  to  be  fo  eafily  deceived  ;  and 
therefore  ordered  fome  of  his  men  to  hold  Mr. 
Harrifon  in  bed,  while  he  himfelf  took  the  key 
out  of  his  breeches  pocket. 

This  being  done  he  took  out  all  the  liquor, 
and  was  not  fober  while  it  lafted  :  but  he  often 
lent  for  Mr.  Harrifon  and  Mr.  Moore  to  drink 
with  him. 

At  length  it  being  all  drank,  he  talked  of  go- 
ing home,  on  which  his  people,  and  even  his 
chief  minifters,  who  were  his  general,  and  the 
keeper  of  his  ftorcs,  amufcd  themfelves  with 
taking  whatever  they  liked,  and  had  the  aflur- 
ance  to  open  even  chefts  and  boxes  :  this  the 
Englifli  gentlemen  could  not  help,  for  what  re- 
fiftance  could  three  men  make  againft  two  hun- 
dreed  ?  twenty  pounds  fteiling  does  not  exceed 
the  value  of  what  they  Hole. 

His  majefty  fometimes  would  ride  abroad,  and 
take  moil  of  his  attendants  with  him  :  but  when 
he  was  gone  they  were  plagued  with  the  com- 
pany of  two  of  his  brothers,  who  were,  if  pof- 
lible,  worfe  than  his  Majefty.  Once  during  his 
abfence,  Boomey  Hamen  Benda,  one  of  thefe 
Princes,  laid  hold  of  a  mug  of  water,  and  pre- 
tending to  drink,  took  a  mouthful,  and  then 
letting  the  mug  on  the  table,  fpurted  the  water 
in  Mr.  Moore's  face  ;  on  which,  confidering  that 
ifhefufiered  fuch  infolence  to  pafs  unrefented, 
it  would  render  him  liable  to  be  continually  in- 


fulted,  he  took  the  remainder  of  the  water,  and 
threw  it  into  the  prince's  breeches. 

Upon  this  the  prince  pulled  out  his  knife,  and 
endeavoured  to  ftab  Mr.  Moore,  but  was  pre- 
vented by  his  favourite  attendant,  who  held  his 
arm,  and  reprefented  the  unhandfome  manner 
in  which  he  had  treated  Mr.  Moore,  and  the 
provocation  he  had  received  to  wet  him. 

This  made  him  fo  aihamed  of  his  behaviour, 
that  coming  up  to  Mr.  Moore,  he  laid  himfelf 
down  on  the  floor  without  his  garment,  and  ta- 
king that  gentleman's  foot,  placed  it  on  his 
neck,  and  remained  in  that  pofture  till  Mr. 
Moore  defired  him  to  rife.  After  which  no  man 
appeared  more  his  friend  or  fhewed  greater  rea- 
dinefs  to  oblige  him. 

The  king  and  all  his  attendants  are  of  the 
Mahometan  religion  •,  and,  notwithstanding  his 
being  fuch  a  drunkard,  his  majefty  goes  regu- 
larly to  prayers  when  he  is  fober.  He  drefies 
like  molt  of  the  other  kings  of  this  country,  in 
a  garment  like  a  furplice,  that  comes  no  lower 
than  his  knees.  He  has  a  pair  of  breeches  of 
the  fame  fqrt  of  cloth,  about  feven  yards  wide, 
gathered  round  his  waift,  and  he  wears  a  pair- 
of  flippers;  but  no  ftockings.  His  head  is  co- 
vered with  a  fmall  white  cotton  cap,  and  he  ge- 
nerally wears  a  pair  of  gold  ear- rings.  His  peo- 
ple as  well  as  himfelf  always  wear  white  cloaths 
and  white  caps,  and  as  their  complexion  is  very 
black,  this  drefs  becomes  them  exceedingly. 

Tins  tyrant  is  fo  paflionate,  that  when  any  of 
his  men  affront  him  he  makes  no  fcruple  of 
fhooting  them  ;  and  fometimes  when  he  goes  a- 
board  a  company's  floop  at  Cohone,  which  is 
his  ufual  place  of  refldence,  he  inhumanly  fhews 
his  dexterity  by  fhooting  at  the  canoes  as  they 
pafs  by,  frequently  killing  one  or  two  men  in  a 
day. 

His  majefty  has  many  wives,  but  never  takes 
above  two  or  three  abroad  at  a  time  with  him, 
He  lias  alfo  feveral  brothers,  to  fome  of  whom 
he  frldoms  fpeaks,  or  permits  to  come  into  his 
company  ;  and  when  they  obtain  this  favour, 
they  pull  of  their  caps  and  garments,  and  throw 
dull  upon  their  heads,  as  do  all,  except  the 
white  men,  on  going  into  the  king's  prr- 
fence. 

This  prince's  dominions  are  very  extenfive, 
and  divided  into  feveral  provinces,  over  which 
he  appoints  governors,  called  Boomeys,  who 
annually  wait  on  him  to  pay  him  homage  :  tho* 
the  power  of  thefe  governors  is  almoft  unlimit- 
ed, they  are  beloved  as  well  as  feared  by  the 
people. 

At  length,  to  the  great  joy  of  the  Englifli 
gentlemen,  the  king  and  his  attendants  left  the 
factory,  in  order  to  return  to  Cohone  •,  but  they 
firft  ftripped  Mr.  Roberts's  chamber,  and  took 
away  his  cloaths  and  books,  which  laft  they  of- 
fered to  fell  to  a  Mahometan  prieil ;  but  he  be- 
ing a  friend  to  Mr.  Roberts,  told  them  he  be- 
lieved they  were  books  in  which  he  kept  the  ac- 
count of  his  goods,  and  that  the  taking  them 
away  would  inevitably  ruin  him  ;  on  which  they 
gave  the  prieft  leave  to  return  them. 

Five  months  after  this  the  king  of  Barfally 
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paid  them  another  vifit,  and  (laid  about  a  week, 
during  which  he  behaved  much  in  the  fame 
manner  as  before,  and  then  he  and  his  attend- 
ants departed ;  but  fome  of  them  firft  broke 
open  the  bureaus  of  Mr.  Moore  and  Mr.  Roberts,' 
and  took  out  things  to  a  confiderable  value  ; 
befides  which  they  took  a  large  quantity  of  goods 
belonging  to  the  company. 

In  the  interval  between  thefe  two  vifits  Mr. 
Moore  had  been  made  a  factor,  and  had  received 
orders  to  take  charge  of  the  factory  of  Joar  : 
but  he  was  unwilling  to  accept  of  this  office,  as 
that  factory  was  liable  to  the  repeated  infults  of 
a  drunken  monarch,  equally  void  of  every  prin- 
ciple of  juftice,  and  of  all  the  feelings  of  huma- 
nity. He  therefore  took  an  inventory  of  the 
goods  the  company  had  there  in  January  1732, 
and  taking  a  letter  from  Mr.  Roberts  to  the  go- 
vernor  of  James's  fort,  he  returned  to  that 
place. 

Mr.  Moore  returned  to  his  factory  in  the 
month  of  March  :  but  Mr;  Hugh  Hamilton  be- 
ing ordered  up  the  river  to  fettle  a  factory  at 
Fatatenda,  he  was  permitted  to  accompany  him, 
and  accordingly  they  left  Joar  on  the  ninth  of 
Auguft,  and  proceeded  up  the  Gambia  in  a 
floop. 

On  the  following  day  they  arrived  at  Yami- 
narew,  which  is  the  pleafanteit  port  in  the  whole 
river,  the  country  being  delightfully  fhaded  with 
palm  and  palmetto  leaves.  At  this  place  the 
company  have  a  fmall  houle,  under  the  care  of 
a  black  factor,  whole  bufinels  is  to  purchafe  corn 
for  the  ufe  of  the  fort. 

From  this  place  they  proceeded  to  Caftan, 
a  fmall  town  in  a  very  agreeable  fituation,  on 
the  north  fide  of  the  river,  about  a  mufket  fhot 
from  the  water  fide,  and  fortified  with  a  wall 
of  clay  fupported  by  Hakes,  with  holes  left  for 
mufkets,  and  watch-towers  at  proper  diftances. 

From  CafTan  they  fleered  up  to  Dubocunda, 
which  lies  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  river,  and  is 
divided  into  two  parts,  or  diftindt  towns  ;  one 
of  which  is  fortified  with  a  wall  made  of  a  vaft 
number  of  palmetto  trees  fixed  in  the  ground, 
and  clay  laid  in  between,  fo  that  it  is  little  infe- 
rior to  a  brick  wall.  The  other  town  is  only 
encompafTed  by  a  fence  of  canes,  formed  like 
hurdles,  and  fattened  by  a  number  of  Hakes,  in 
which  manner  moft  of  the  towns  on  the  Gam- 
bia, and  even  the  factories  are  furrounded. 

The  people  live  in  the  open  town  in  time  of 
peace  ;  but  when  they  are  engaged  in  a  war, 
and  find  it  in  danger  of  being  attacked  by  an 
enemy,  they  fhut  themfelves  up  in  that  which  is 
more  ftrongly  fortified. 

Having  left  this  town  they  proceeded  up  the 
river  feveral  days,  and  at  length  reached  Yamy- 
amacunda,  where  Mr.  Moore  remained  while 
Mr.  Hamilton  went  up  to  Fatatenda. 

When  our  author  had  been  at  Yamyamacun- 
da  fome  time,  he  took  horfe  and  rode  to  the  port 
of  Bally,  in  his  way  to  Nackway,  where  a  Por- 
tugueze  fervant  was  fettled  in  order  to  trade  for 
the  company  :  the  reafon  of  Mr.  Moore's  going 
thither  was  to  infpect  into  his  behaviour,  and  ex- 
amine his  accounts. 
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The  port  of  Baffy  is  fituated  in  the  Kingdom 
of  Tomany,  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  river  Gam- 
bia. All  the  way  to  it  is  very  woody.  Mr. 
Moore  lay  at  night  in  one  of  the  huts  of  the  na- 
tives, and  next  morning  leaving  his  horfe  there, 
crofTed  the  river  in  a  fmall  canoe,  and  walked 
to  Nackway,  which  is  almoft  feven  miles.  Half 
the  way  led  through  woods,  and  the  other  thro' 
a  fine  large  favannah,  without  ahy  trees,  except 
a  few  fcattered  at  a  diftance  from  each  other  \ 
and  it  is  commonly  under  water  in  the  rainy  fea- 
fon. 

When  he  arrived  at  Nackway,  the  natives 
welcomed  him  with  the  mufic  of  the  balafeu, 
which,  at  about  a  hundred  yards  diftance,  founds, 
fomething  like  a  fmall  organ.  It  is  compofed  of 
about  twenty  pipes  of  very  hard  wood  finely  po- 
lifhed,  which  diminifh  by  little  and  little,  both 
in  length  and  breadth,  and  are  tied  together  by 
thongs  of  very  fine  leather.  Thcfe  thongs  are 
twifted  about  fmall  round  wands,  put  between 
the  pipes  to  keep  them  at  a  diftance,  and  under- 
neath the  pipes  are  fattened  twelve  or  fourteen 
calabafhes  of  different  fizes. 

This  inihument  they  play  upon  with  two 
fticks,  covered  with  a  thin  ikin  taken  from  the 
trunk  of  the  palmetto  tree^  or  with  fine  leather, 
to  make  the  found  lefs  harfh.  Both  men  and 
women  dance  to  this  mufic,  which  they  much 
admire,  and  are  highly  delighted  to  have  a  white 
man  dance  with  them. 

Mr.  Moore  having  finifned  his  bufinefs  at  this 
place^  returned  to  Yamyamacunda,  and  having 
continued  there  about  three  months,  proceeded 
up  the  river  to  Fatatenda. 

The  Gambia  is  there  as  wide  as  the  Thames 
at  London  Bridge,  and  feemed  very  deep  -,  but 
what  is  very  extraordinary,  the  tide  in  the  dry 
feafon  riles  three  or  four  feet,  though  that  place 
is  fix  hundred  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the  ri- 
ven The  land  on  both  fides  of  the  river  is  co- 
vered with  woods  -,  the  fouth  fide  is  low,  but 
the  factory  is  fituated  on  a  high  and  fteep  rock 
on  the  north  fide,  and  has  a  fine  proipect  of  the 
courle  of  the  river  feveral  miles  up  and  down, 
and  on  the  oppofite  fide  great  part  of  the  king- 
dom of  Cantore  is  to  be  feen  :  but  a  dreadful 
noife  is  made  by  the  wild  beafts  every  night. 

Mr.  Moore  having  ttaid  afewdays  atFatatenda,' 
intended  going  to  Nackway  along  the  north  fide 
of  the  river  •,  but  the  creeks  were  fo  filled  with 
water  that  it  was  impoffible  to  pafs  them  :  he 
therefore  crofTed  the  Gambia,  and  went  on  the 
fouth  fide,  and  that  day  rode  over  a  prodigouhy 
fteep  hill,  which  was  almoft  one  continued  rock 
of  iron  ftone,  notwithftanding  which  it  was  co- 
vered with  trees. 

He  got  to  a  place  called  Bafiy  port  about  fun- 
fet,  and  having  crofTed  the  river,  walked  toNack* 
way  by  moonlight,  and  the  next  morning  re- 
turned to  Yamyamacunda,  which  is  near  forty 
miles  by  land  from  Fatatenda. 

The  river  being  now  fallen,  the  women  flock* 
ed  to  it,  and  were  exceeding  bufy  in  catching 
fmall  fifti  like  fprats.  This  is  done  in  a  balket 
like  a  hamper,  by  putting  a  little  ball  of  pafte 
at  the  bottom  of  it  •,  holding  it  a  ftnrt  time  un- 
der: 


;26 


MOORE's     TRAVELS     INTO'  THE 


dcr  water,  and  then  raifing  it  gently,  they  bring 
up  the  fiih  and  lay  them  on  a  clean  fpot  of'  ground 
to    dry  •,  after  which  they   pound    them    in    a 
wooden  mortar  to  a  parte,  make  them  into  bails 
of  about  three  pounds  each,  and  thus  keep  them 
all  the  year  round.     A  fmall  quantity  of  them 
gees  a  gieat  way  :  they  do  not   drels  them  by 
themlelvcs,  but  mix  thern  with  rice  or  corn,  and 
this  food  Mr.  Moore  fays  he  has  feveral  times 
eaten  with  a  good  appetite. 
■   The  weather,  which  had   been   excefiive  hot, 
began  to  grow  cool  and  pleafant  about  the  lat- 
ter end  of  October,  but  the  mornings  and  even- 
ings were  very  foggy.  The  women  were  nowbuiy 
in  cutting  their  rice,  which  is  their  own  proper- 
ty j  for  after  they  have  put  by  a  fufficient  quan- 
tity for  the  ufe  of  their  families,  they  fell  the  re- 
mainder, and  take  the  money   themfelves,  the 
hufbands   not    interfering.      They   obferve   the 
fame  cuftom  with  refpect  to  fowls,  which  they 
breed  in  great  numbers  when  they  find  they  can 
difpofe  of  them. 

About  this  time  Mr.  Moore  (hot  a  green  fnake 
two  yards  long,  though  it  was  not  above  three 
inches  in  circumference.  Thefe  fnakes  are  not 
in  any  degree  venemous  -,  but  there  are  fuch 
numbers  of  others  that  are  lb,  that  the  natives 
ieldom  go  without- a  medicine  to  apply  in  cafe 
they  are" bitten.  They  are  very  much  afraid  of 
black  fnakes,  which  our  author  fays  he  has  feen 
of  the  length  of  three  yards,  and  as  thick  as  the 
fmall  of  his  leg. 

The  natives  fay  that  among  the  venemous 
fnakes  there  are  fome  with  a  comb  on  their 
heads,  like  a  cock,  which  they  poiitively  affirm 
crow  like  one.  There  are  alio  plenty  of  guanas, 
a  very  ugly  creature,  that  has  lome  refemblance 


It  is  about  a  yard  long,  and 


is 


to  an  alligator. 

eaten  by  the  natives,  as  well  as    by  fome  Eu- 
ropeans, as  a  great  dainty. 

On  the  evening  of  the  twentieth  of  November 
was  a  great  eclipfe  of  the  moon,  when  the  Mun- 
dingoes  told  Mr.  Moore  that  the  darknefs  was 
occafioned  by  a  cat's  putting  her  paw  between 
the  moon  and  the  earth.  The  Mahometans 
in  this  country  were  ringing  and  dancing  the 
whole  :ime,  becaulc'thcy  e>:  peel  their  prophet  to 
come  in  an  eclipfe. 

On  the  fourth  of  September  1733,  the  Gam- 
bia rofe  fo  high,  that  it  entered  the  inclofure 
that  furrounded  the  factcry  houfe,  and  was  of 
fplit  cane  ten  feet  high,  ftrengthencd'  by  long 
flakes.  This  was  towards  the  end  of  the  rainy 
ilafon  :  the  next  day,  finding  the  houfe  furround- 
ed, Mr.  Moore  employed  all  the  fervants  to 
build  him  a  hut  in  the  middle  of  the  town  of 
yamyamacunda,  which  was  the  higheft  fpot  of 
grttfan8  in  that  neighbourhood  :  the  walls  of  the 
factory  being  built  only  of  a  binding  clay,  which 
which  began  to  crack,  he  made  all  the  dif- 
patch  he  could,  and  the  following  day  re- 
moved the  company's  efiecis  to  his  new  hut 
in  the  town  ;  he  now  thought  it  advifi- 
ble  to  leave  the  factory,  there  being  frogs, 
toads,  fnakes,  and  fifti  conunuaHy  coming  into 
it,  and  about  midnight  fome  of  the  wails  fell ; 
but  the-  root  {fill  flood. 


For  ten  days  fucceffively  they  daily  faw  vail 
numbers  of  floating  iflands  come  down  the  river, 
fome  of  them  twenty  or  twenty-five  yards  long, 
with  flumps  of  trees,  andfometirr.es  many  fmall 
trees  growing  on  them  •,  with  the  birds  hopping 
on  the  boughs.  The  roots  being  thick  and  in- 
terwoven one  within  another  and  faftened  with 
earth,  made  the  iflands  float  :  they  being  only 
parts  of  woods  torn  away  by  the  force  of  the 
floods. 

The  adjacent  valleys  were  all  overflowed  with 
water-,  the  rice  grounds  were  almoft  lpoiled  by 
being  long  covered  with  it :  canoes  went  from 
place  to  place  over  the  very  roads  which  in  the 
dry  feafon  the  natives  travel  on  foot,  and  pro vi- 
fions  were  fo  fcarce  that  Mr.  Moore  was  fome- 
times  two  days  without  a  poffibility  of  getting 
any,  for  want  of  canoes,  Without  which  he  was 
unable  to  go  twenty  yards  from  his  hut  •,  and 
the  natives  told  him  that  there  had  not  been 
fuch  an  inundation  for  eight  years  part. 

However,  none  of  the  company's  effects  were 
either  loft  or  damaged  -,  nor  was  the  company 
put  to  any  charge,  except  for  repairing  the  fac- 
tory houfe,  which  w  as  inconfiderabl  . 

On  the  twentieth  the  water  began  to  fall  a- 
pace,  and  a  week  afterwards  Mr.  Moore  remov- 
ed with  all  the  company's  goods  to  the  factory  ; 
but  it  was  io  much  damaged,  that  it  was  obliged 
to  be  rebuilt  foon  afterwards. 

Mr.  Moore,  having  pitched"  upon  a  rifing 
ground  about  fifty  yards  diftant  from  the  river^ 
marked  out  a  place  for  the  houfe  forty  feet 
fquare.  The  beft  trees  for  upright  poll  and 
ridge  poles  being  mangroves,  thty  were. brought 
from  below  Joar  :  of  thefc  the  frame  of  the 
houfe  was  built,  the  roof  projecting  four  feet,- 
in  order  to  fecure  the  walls  from  wet.  They 
next  began  to  build  the  walls  of  clay,  which  the 
Negroes  trod  with  their  feet,  and  'tempered-  ex- 
tremely well  that  it  might  not  crack. 

The  walls  were  then  laid  a  foot  and  a  half 
thick,  and  one  foot  high,  all  round  the  houfe, 
and  then  left  to  dry,  till  they  were  hard  enough 
to  bear  a  fecond  layer-,  thus  they  were  railed 
foot  by  foot,  till  they  were  ten  feet  high,  leav- 
ing one  foot  diftance  between  them  and  the  roof 
for  air. 

At  the  fame  time  they  made  the  partition 
walls  of  clay  of  the  fame  thicknefs.,  working  the 
clay  clofe  up  to  the  doors  and  window  frames  ; 
and  afterWards  they  formed  a  porch  at  the  door : 
for  the  natives  fay  that  they  have  a  right  to  a 
porch  at  every  factory,  to  afford  them  accefs 
and  fhelter. 

When  they  had  covered  the  roof  with  a  kind 
of  thick  mats  made  of  ftraw,  they  floored  the 
ftore-houfe  with  clay  hard  rammed.  Thus  they 
finifhed  their  houfe,  in  which  they  had  a  large 
hall,  three  ftrong  ftore-houfes,  and  two  lodging- 
rooms,  without  any  iron  work,  trowels,  fquares, 
or  carpenter's  rules,  with  icarcely  any  expence 
to  the  company  ;  for  it  was  done  by  their  fer- 
vants, without  any  ether  help  but  one  man  who 
was  hired  to  lay  and  fmOoth  the  clay.  Yet  the 
infide  was  not  only  convenient  and  free  from 
vermin,  but  very  electa,  and  had  a  cool  look  ; 
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for  the  clay  takes  white-wafh  very  well,  and  is 
fmooth,  clo!e,  and  hard. 

There  were  two  ftiady  bifhelo  trees,  on  the 
outfide  of  the  houfe,and  a  piece  of  ground  con- 
taining about  an  acre,  which  they  inclofed  with 
a  fence  ten  feet  high,  made  of  fplit  cane,  wove 
like  hurdles.  Within  this  fence,  at  proper  dif- 
tances  from  the  factory,  they  built  four  houfes 
after  the  Mundingo  fafhion,  one  for  a  kitchen, 
one  for  a  falt-houfe,  another  for  a  ftore-houfe 
for  corn,  and  the  other  for  the  lodging  of  the 
company's  black  fervants.  The  ground  between 
they  tiled  for  a  garden,  and  fome  part  of  it,  for 


fowls  and  fuch  other  things  as  they  had  occa- 
fion  for. 

Our  author  fpeaking  of  the  poultry^  take* 
notice  of  the  Guinea  fowl,  which  are  of  a  dark 
colour,  with  white  fpots,  and  lbme  blue  and  red 
about  the  head.  Thefe  are  generally  thought  to 
be  the  tame  fowl  of  Africa  ;  but  that  is  a  mif- 
take  ;  for  they  are  as  wild  as  the  phealants  in 
England,  only  much  more  plentiful.  The  only 
tame  fowl  of  this  country  are  of  the  fame  dung- 
hill breed  as  thole  in  Europe,  and  the  natives 
have  great  plenty  of  them  ;  but  they  have  no 
'   ducks,  tame  geefe,  nor  turkeys. 


C     HAP. 


III. 


The  hijlory  of  Job  Ben  Solomon  ;  an  account  of  the  climate  and  country  on  the  banks  of  the 
(jamb'.a  ;  the  cujloms  and  manners  of  the  inhabitants,  and  the  nature  of  their  trade. 
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R.  Moore  flayed  at  the  new  factory  houfe 
which  he  had  caufed  to  be  built  at  Ya- 
myamacunda,  till  the  fifth  of  May  1734, 
and  was  employed  in  the  company's  fervice  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  river  till  the  thirteenth  of  July 
following,  when  he  was  defired  to  come  down  to 
James's  fort,  where  he  was  on  the  eighth  of  Au- 
guft,  when  the  Dolphin  Show  arrived,  with  four 
writers,  and  Job  Ben  Solomon  on  board. 

We  have  already  mentioned  his  b>:'!ig  robbed 
and  carried  to  Joar,  where  he  was  fold  to  cap- 
tain Pyke,  by  whom  he  was  carried  to  Maryland. 

When  captain  Pyke  arrived  at  Maryland, 
Job  was  fold  to  ;i  planter,  with  whom  he  lived 
about  a  year,  in  all  which  time  he  had  the  hap- 
pinefs  not  to  be  (truck  by  his  matter,  and  then 
bad  the  good  fortune  to  have  a  letter  of  his  own 
in  the  Arabic  tongue  conveyed  to  England. 

This  letter  coming  to  the  hands  of  Mr.  Ogle- 
thorpe, he  fent  it  to  Oxford  to  be  translated  j 
Which  being  done,  it  gave  him  fuch  Satisfaction, 
and  infpired  him  with  lo  good  an  opinion  of  the 
author,  that  he  immediately  fent  orders  to  have 
him  bought  of  his  mafter. 

This  happened  a  little  before  Mr.  Oglethorpe's 
letting  out  for  Georgia,  and  before  his  return 
from  thence  Job  arrived  in  England,  where 
being  brought  to  the  acquaintance  of  Sir  Hans 
Sloane,  he  was  found  to  be  a  perfect  mafter  of 
the  Arabic  tongue,  by  his  tranflating  feveral 
manufcripts  and  inferiptions  on  medals. 

That  learned  Antiquary  recommended  him 
to  the  Duke  of  Montague,  who  being  pleafed 
with  his  genius  and  capacity,  the  agreeablenefs 
of  his  behaviour,  and  the  fweetnefs  of  his  tem- 
per, introduced  him  to  court,  where  he  was 
gracioufly  received  by  the  Royal  Family  and 
moft  of  the  nobility,  who  gave  him  many  proofs 
of  their  favour  and  efteem. 

The  African  Company  and  the  chief  Mer- 
chants of  the  city  ftrove  v.  ho  fhould  ofteneft  in- 
vite him  to  their  tables.     His  good  fenfe  engag- 


ed their  efteem  ;  he  freely  difcourfed  on  every 
fubject,  and  attended  the  churches  of  the  moit 
celebrated  preachers. 

After  he  had  been  in  England  about  fourteen 
months,  his  ardent  defire  to  fee  his  native  coun- 
try made  him  prefs  for  his  departure.  He  had 
wrote  from  England  to  the  High  Prieft  his  fa- 
ther, and  earneftly  longed  to  fee  him. 

Upon  his  fetting  out  from  England  he  re- 
ceived many  noble  prefents  from  Queen  Caro- 
line, Prince  William*,  the  Duke  of  Monta- 
gue, the  Earl  of  Pembroke,  feveral  ladies  of 
quality,  Mr.  Holden,  and  the  Royal  African 
company  •,  and  the  latter  ordered  all  their  agents 
to  treat  him  with  the  utmoft  relpect. 

When  job  arrived  at  James's  FOrt,  he  defired 
Mr.  Moore  would  fend  a  melTenger  to  his  coun- 
try to  let  his  friends  know  where  he  was.  Here- 
upon Mr.  Moore  fpoke  to  one  of  the  blacks 
whom  they  ufually  employed,  who  brought  a 
Pholey,  who  knew  both  the  high  prieft  his  fa- 
ther, and  Job  himfelf,  and  exprefied  the  utmoft 
joy  at  feeing  him  fafely  returned  from  flavery,  he 
being  the  only  man,  except  one,  ever  known  to 
j  come  back  to  his  country,  after  once  being  car- 
ried a  flave  out  of  it  by  white  men. 

Job  delivered  his  mefTage  to  this  man,  and 
dt fired  that  his  father  would  not  come  down  to 
him,  obferving  that  it  was  too  far  for  him  to 
travel  ;  and  that  it  was  fit  the  young  fhould  go 
to  the  old,  arid  not  for  the  old  to  come  to  the 
young.  He  likewife  fent  fome  prefents  to  his 
1  wives,  and  defired  the  man  to  bring  his  little 
one,  who  was  his  beft  beloved,  down  with  him.  ' 

Job  having  a  mind  to  go  up  to  Joar,  to  talk 
;  with  fome  of  his  countrymen,  Mr.  Moore  ac- 
companied him.  They  arrived  at  the  creek  of 
Damafenfa,  and  having  fome  old  acquaintance  ac 
the  town  of  that  name,  they  went  in  the  yawl  : 
in  the  way,  going  up  a  narrow  place  for  about 
half  a  mile,  they  law  feveral  monkies  of  a  beau- 
tiful blue  and  red,  which  the  natives  faid  never' 


*  The  late  Duke  of  Curhberlar.r 
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fet  their  feet  on  the  ground,  but  live  entirely  a- 
mong  the  trees,  leaping  from  one  to  another,  at 
fuch  great  diftances,  as  would  appear  improba- 
ble to  any  but  an  eye  witnefs. 

In  the  evening,  as  Mr.  Moore  was  fitting  with 
Job,  under  a  great  tree  at  Damafenfa,  there 
came  fix  or  feven  of  the  very  people  who,  three 
years  before,  had  robbed  and  made  a  Have  of 
him  at  about  thirty  miles  diftance  from  that 
place. 

Job,  though  naturally  poflefifed  of  a  very 
even  temper,  could  not  contain  himfelf  at  the 
fight  of  them  :  he  was  filled  with  rage  and  in- 
dignation, and  was  for  attacking  them  with  his 
broad  fword  and  piftols,  which  he  always  took, 
care  to  carry  about  him. 

Mr.  Moore  with  difficulty  difiuaded  him 
from  rufhing  upon  them  •,  but  at  length,_repre- 
fenting  the  ill  confequences  that  would  infallibly 
attend  fo  rafh  an  action,  and  the  impoflibility 
that  either  of  them  fhould  efcape  alive,  our  au- 
thor made  him  lay  afide  the  attempt,  and  per- 
fuaded  him  to  fit  down,  and  pretending  not  to 
know  them,  to  ask  them  questions  about  him- 
felf, which  he  according  did. 

At  length  he  enquired  how  the  king  their 
mafter  did  ;  to  which  they  replied  that  he  was 
dead,  and  by  farther  enquiry  it  appeared,  that 
amongfl  the  goods  for  which  he  fold  Job  to  cap- 
tain Pyke  there  was  a  piftol,  which  the  king 
ufed  commonly  to  wear  flung  by  a  firing  about 
his  neck  •,  and  as  they  never  carry  arms  without 
their  being  loaded,  the  piftol  one  day  acciden- 
tally went  off",  and  the  balls  lodging  in  his 
throat,  he  foon  died. 

Job  was  fo  tranfported  at  the  clofe  of  this 
ftory,  that  he  immediately  fell  on  his  knees,  and 
returned  thanks  to  Mahomet  for  making  him  die 
by  the  very  goods  for  which  he  fold  him  into  fla- 
very.  Then  turning  to  our  author,  he  cried, 
"  You  fee  now  Mr.  Moore,  that  God  Almighty 
"  was  dilpleafed  at  this  man's  making  me  a 
"  flave,  and  therefore  made  him  die  by  the  very 
"  piftol  for  which  he  fold  me  :  yet  I  ought  to 
"  forgive  him,  becaufe  had  not  I  been  fold,  I 
"  fhould  neither  have  known  any  th:ng  of  the 
•'  Englifh  tongue,  nor  have  had  any  of  the  fine, 
"  ufeful  and  valuable  things,  I  have  brought 
"  with  me  ;  nor  have  known  that  there  is  fuch 
-  "  a  place  in  the  world  as  England  ;  nor  fuch 
*'  noble,  good,  and  generous  people  as  Queen 
"  Caroline,  Prince  William,  the  Duke  of  Mon- 
"  tague,  the  Earl  of  Pembroke,  Mr.  Holden, 
"  Mr.  Oglethorpe,  and  the  Royal  African  Com- 
"  pany. 

After  this  Job  went  frequently  with  Mr.  Moore 
to  Cowar,  and  fcveral  oilier  places  about  the 
country.  He  always  fpoke  weJl  of  the  Engliih, 
and  what  he  laid  removed  much  of  that  horror 
the  Pholeys  hnd  conceived  of  the  ftate  of  ilavery 
among  them  ;  for  before  this  they  imagined  that 
all  who  were  ibid  for  flaves  were  at  leaft  mur- 
dered, if  not  eaten,  fince  none  of  them  returned. 
His  defcriptions  likewife  gave  them  a  high  opi- 
nion of  the  power  of  England,  and  a  veneration 
for  the  Englifh  who  traded  amongft  them. 

Job  fold  fome  of  the  prefents  he  brought  with 
him  for  trading  goods,  with  which  he  bought  a 


woman  flave,  and  two  horfes,  which  he  defigned 
to  take  with  him  to  Bundo.  The  African  com- 
pany having  made  him  a  prefent  of  feveral  reams 
of  writing  paper,  he  gave  his  countrymen  a  good 
deal  of  it,  and  they  efteemed  it  a  very  valuable 
commodity.  He  ufed  to  pray  frequently,  and 
he  behaved  with  great  affability  and  mildnefs  to 
every  one,  which  procured  him  univerfal  e- 
fteem. 

As  the  mefienger  did  not  return  fo  foon  as 
was  expected,  Job  defired  to  go  down  to  James 
Fort,  to  take  care  of  his  goods  •,  and  Mr.  Moore 
promifed  not  only  to  fend  him  word  when  the 
mefienger  came  back,  but  likewife  to  fend  other 
meflengers,  for  fear  the  firft  fhould  have  mif- 
carried. 

At  length  the  mefienger  returned  with  fe- 
veral letters,  and  advice  that  Job's  father  was 
dead  ;  but  had  lived  to  receive  the  letters  his 
ion  had  fent  him  from  England,  which  gave  hint 
the  welcome  news  of  his  redemption  from  flavery, 
and  an  account  of  the  generous  reception  he  met 
with  in  England. 

Advice  was  alfo  brought  that  one  of  Job's 
wives  was  married  to  another  man  ;  but  that  as 
foon  as  the  new  hufband  heard  of  his  return,  he' 
thought  proper  to  abfeend  ;  and  that  fince  Job's 
abfence  from  his  native  country,  there  had  been 
fuch  a  dreadful  war,  that  the  Pholeys  there  had 
not  one  cow  left,  though  before  Job's  departure 
his  countrymen  were  famed  for  their  numerous 
herds.  With  this  meflenger  came  many  of  Job's 
old  friends,  whom  he  was  exceeding  glad  to  fee  ; 
but  notwithstanding  the  joy  their  prefence  gave 
him,  he  fked  abundance  of  tears  for  the  lofs  of 
his  father,  and  the  misfortunes  of  his  coun- 
try. 

Job  lincerely  forgave  his  wile,  and  the  man 
who  had  taken  her  ;  "  For  Mr.  Moore,"  laid  he, 
"  fhe  could  not  help  thinking  I  was  dead  ;  for 
"  I  was  gone  to  a  land  from  whence  no  Pholey 
"  ever  yet  returned  ;  therefore  neither  fhe,  nor 
"  the  man  is  to  be  blamed."  During  three  or 
four  days  he  converfed  with  his  friends,  without 
any  interruption  except  to  eat  or  fleep. 

As  this  account  is  brought  almoft  to  the  time 
of  Mr.  Moore's  leaving  the  country,  it  may  be 
proper  to  give  a  more  particular  defcription  of 
it,  with  reiptcf  to  the  climate,  the  general  cul- 
toms  of  the  natives,  and  the  trade  carried  on 
there. 

The  mouth  of  the  Gambia  lying  in  the  lati- 
of  130.  20  north,  and  in  500.  zo'  weft  longi- 
tude, there  is  no  wonder  that  the  climate  is  ex- 
cefiive  hot,  but  the  greatelt  heats  are  generally 
about  the  latter  end  of  May,  a  fortnight  or  three 
weeks  before  the  rainy  feaion  begins.  The  fun 
is  perpendicular  twice  in  the  year,  and  the  days 
are  never  longer  from  fun-rifing  to  fun-fet  than 
thirteen  hours,  nor  ever  fhorter  than  eleven. 

What  at  firft  icemed  ftrange  to  Mr.  Moore 
was  that  as  foon  as  it  grew  light  the  fun  arofe  ; 
and  it  grew  dark  as  foon  as  that  luminary  difap- 
peared  :  in  the  beginning  of  June  the  rainy  fea- 
ion commences,  and  continues  till  the  latter  end 
of  September,  or  the  beginning  of  October. 

The   wind    comes   firft,  and    blows  excefiive 
hard,  for  die  fpace  of  half  an  hour  or  more,  be- 
fore 
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fore  any  rain  falls,  fo  that  a  veiTcl  may  be  fud- 
denly  furprized  and  overfet  by  it.  A  pe'rfon  may 
however  perceive  the  figns  of  its  coming;  for 
the  clouds  grow  very  black,  and  the  lightenings 
darting  from  them,  have  an  awful  appearance: 
both  the  thunder  and  the  lightening  are  exceed- 
ing dreadful,  the  flames  fucceeding  each  other 
fo  fwiftly,  as  to  render  it  continually  light,  while 
the  thunder  at  the  fame  time  fhakes  the  very 
ground. 

While  the  rain  continues  the  air  is  generally 
pretty  cool ;  but  the  fhower  is  no  fooner  over 
than  the  fun  breaks  out  exceffive  hot,  which  in- 
duces fome  people  to  caft  off  their  cloaths,  and 
lie  down  to  fleep  ;  but  before  they  are  awake, 
another  tornado  perhaps  comes,  when  the  cold 
ftrikes  into  their  very  bones,  and  gives  them 
fits  of  illnefs,  which  to  the  Europeans  are  very- 
fatal. 

The  fea  breezes  feldom  blow  during  the  rainy 
feafon,  but  inftead  of  them,  eafterly  winds, 
which  in  the  months  of  November,  December, 
January,  and  February  generally  blow  very  freJh, 
and  fometimes  the  evenings  and  mornings  are 
exceeding  cold,  and  the  middle  of  the  day  very 
hot. 

It  is  unhealthy  and  tedious  during  four  months 
in  the  year,  to  thofe  who  come  from  a  colder  cli- 
mate •,  but  a  perpetual  fpring,  in  which  are 
commonly  feen  ripe  fruit  and  bloffoms  on  the 
fame  tree,  makes  lbme  amends  for  that  incon- 
venience. Befides  the  heat  of  the  air  is  frequent- 
ly moderated  by  breezes  which  are  pleafant  and 
refrcfhing. 

The  River  Gambia  is  fo  long  as  to  be  navi- 
gable for  (loops  about  fix  hundred  miles,  the 
tides  reaching  fo  far  from  its  mouth.  The  land 
on  each  fide  of  this  great  and  fine  river  is  for 
the  mod  part  flat  and  woody  about  a  quarter  of 
a  mile  beyond  its  banks,  and  within  that  fpace 
are  pleafant  open  grounds,  on  which  the  natives 
plant  rice*  and  in  the  dry  feafon  it  ferves  the 
cattle  for  pafture.  Thus  within  land  it  is  gene- 
rally very  woody  ;  but  near  the  towns  there  is 
always  a  large  fpot  of  ground  cleared  for  corn. 

Near  the  fea  no  hills  are  to  be  feen  ;  but 
Jiigh  up  the  river  are  lofty  mountains.  Thefe 
are  chiefly  compofed  of  iron  (lone,  and  though 
they  are  fometimes  little  elfe  but  a  continued 
hard  rock,  they  are  full  of  trees,  and  the  face  of 
the  country  is  greatly  beautified  by  them. 

There  are  feveral  perfons  in  every  kingdom, 
called  Lords  of  the  foil,  who  have  the  property 
of  all  the  palm  and  palmetto  trees,  fo  that  none 
are  allowed  to  draw  any  wine  from  them,  with- 
out their  knowledge  and  confent.  Thofe  who 
obtain  leave  to  draw  wine,  give  two  days  pro- 
duce in  a  week,  to  the  Lord  of  the  foil  •,  and 
white  men  are  obliged  to  make  a  fmall  prefent 
to  them  before  they  cut  palmetto  leaves,  or 
grafs,  to  cover  their  habitations. 

The  palm  tree  is  fine,  ftrait,  and  grows  to  a 
prodigious  height,  and  out  of  it  the  natives  ex- 
tract a  fort  of  white  liquor  like  whey,  called 
palm  wine,  by  making  an  incifion  on  the  top 
of  the  trunk,  to  which  they  apply  gourd  bottles, 
and  into  thefe  the  liquor  runs  by  means  of  a  pipe 
made  of  leaves.  This  wine  is  very  pleafant  as 
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foon  as  it  is  drawn,  it  being  extraordinary  fweet ; 
but  is  apt  to  purge  very  much  :  however,  in  a 
day  or  two  it  ferments,  and  grows  rough  and 
ftrong  tike  Rhenifh  wine  ;  when  not  being  at  all 
prejudicial  to  the  health,  the  negroes  drink  it 
freely. 

It  is  aftoniihing  to  fee  how  nimbly  the  natives 
will  go  up  thefe  trees,  which  are  fometimes  fix- 
ty,  fevehty,  or  a  hundred  feet  high,  and  the 
bark  fmooth.  They  have  nothing  to  help  them 
to  climb,  but  a  piece  of  the  bark  of  a  tree  made 
round  like  a  hoop,  with  which  they  enclofe  them- 
fclves  and  he  tree ;  then  fixing  it  under  their 
arms  they  fet  their  feet  aganilt  the  tree,  and 
their  backs  againft  the  hoop,  and  go  up  very 
faft  :  but  fometimes  they  mifs  their  foot- 
ing, or  the  bark  on  which  they  xeft  bicaks 
or  comes  untied,  when  they  lefe  their  lives  bv 
the  fall.  J 

The  palmetto  or  ciboa  tree  refembles  the  galni 
and  grows  to  a  great  height  :  the  leaves,  wjych 
grow  on  the  top,  are  died  in  cover. ng  houits, 
and  the  natives  extract  wine  out  of  die  palmet- 
to, in  the  lame  manner  as  out  of  the  palm.  It 
is  not  quite  lb  fweet  as  the  palm  wine  ;  but  in 
tafte  refembles  it. 

The  inhabitants  here,  as  in  all  other  hot  coun- 
tries, marry  their  daughters  very  young:  even 
fome  are  contracted  as  foon  ai  they  are  bv\  n, 
and  the  parents  can  never  after  bieak  the  macchj 
but  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  man  never  to  co.ne 
and  claim  his  wife,  and  yet  wi-hout  his  conient 
ftie  cannot  many  another.  Before  a  man  takes 
his  wife,  he  is  obliged  to  pay  her  parents  two 
cows,  two  irons  bars,  and  two  hundred  cola,  a 
fruit  that  grows  a  great  way  within  lan.i  ;  it  is 
art  exceeding  good  bitter,  and  much  refembles  a 
horfe-chefnut  ilriptoffits  fkin. 

When  a  man  takes  home  his  wife,  he  makes 
a  feaft  at  his  own  houfe,  to  which  all  whopleafe 
come  without  the  form  of  an  invitation.  The 
bride  is  brought  thither  upon  men's  fhoulders, 
with  a  veil  over  her  face,  which  fhe  keeps  ori 
till  fhe  has  been  in  bed  with  her  hufband,  during 
which  the  people  dance  and  fing,  fire  muikets, 
and  beat  drums. 

The  wife,  after  being  brought  to  bed,  is  not 
to  lie  with  her  hufband  forthreeyears, if  the  child 
lives  fo  long  ;  for  during  that  term  the  child 
fucks,  and  they  are  firmly  perfuaded  that  lying 
with  their  hufbands  would  fpoil  their  milk,  and 
render  the  child  liable  to  many  diieafes.  The 
women  alone  are  fubje£t  to  all  mortifications  at- 
tending fo  long  an  abftinence  •,  for  every  man  is 
allowed  to  take  as  many  wives  as  he  pleafes : 
but  if  the  wife  is  found  falfe  to  her  hufband,  ifie 
is  liable  to  be  fold  for  a  flave. 

Upon  any  diflike,  a  man  may  turn  off  his 
wife,  and  make  her  take  all  her  children  with 
her  -,  but  if  he  has  a  mind  to  take  any  of  them 
himfelf,  he  generally  chufes  fuch  as  are  big  e- 
nough  to  affift  him  in  providing  for  his  family. 
He  has  even  the  liberty  of  coming  feveral  years 
after  they  have  parted,  and  taking  from  her  any 
of  the  children  he  had  by  her.  But  if  a  man  is 
difpofed  to  part  with  a  wife  who  is  pregnant,  he 
cannot  oblige  her  to  leave  him  till  after  fhe  is 
brought  to  bed, 

The 
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The  women  are  kept  in  the  utmoft  obedience; 
and  the  men,  to  render  their  power  as  compleat 
as  poflible,  influence  their  wives  to  give  them 
an  unlimitted  obedience,  by  all  the  force  of 
fear  and  terror.  For  this  purpofe  the  Mundin- 
goes  have  a  kind  of  image  eight  of  nine  feet 
high,  made  of  the  bark  of  trees,  dreffed  in  a  long 
coat,  and  crowned  with  a  whifp  of  ftraw.  This 
is  called  a  Mumbo  Jumbo  ;  and  whenever  the 
men  have  any  difpute  with  the  women,  this  is 
fent  for  to  determine  the  conteft,  which  is  almoft 
always  done  in  favour  of  the  men. 

A  perfon  who  is  in  the  fecret,  conceals  himfelf 
under  the  coat,  and  bringing  in  the  image,  is 
the  oracle  on  thefe  occafions.  No  one  is  allow- 
ed to  come  armed  into  his  prefence.  When  the 
women  hear  him  coming,  they  run  away  and 
hide  themfelves  :  but  if  you  are  acquainted  with 
the  perfon  concealed  in  the  Mumbo  Jumbo,  he 
will  fend  for  them  all  to  come,  make  them  fit 
down,  and  afterwards  either  fing  or  dance,  as 
he  pleafes  •,  and  if  any  refule  to  come,  he  will 
fend  for,  and  whip  them. 

On  entering  into  this  fociety,  they  fwear  in  the 
moft  folemn  manner  never  to  divulge  the  fecret 
to  any  woman,  or  to  any  perfon  that  is  not  en- 
tered into  it  •,  and  to  preferve  the  fecret  invio- 
lable, no  boys  are  admitted  under  fixteen  years 
of  age.  The  people  alfo  fwear  by  the  Mumbo 
Jumbo,  and  the  oath  is  efteemed  irrevocable. 
There  are  very  few  towns  of  any  note  that  have 
not  one  of  thefe  objects  of  terror,  to  keep  the 
women  in  fubjection  through  fear. 

The  King  of  Jagra  about  the  year  1727.  hav- 
ing a  very  inquifitive  woman  to  his  wife,  was  fo 
weak  as  to  difclofe  to  her  this  fecret-,  and  (he  be- 
ing a  goflip,  revealed  it  to  fome  other  women  of 
her  acquaintance.  This  at  laft  coming  to  the 
ears  of  fome  who  were  no  friends  to  the  King, 
they,  dreading  left  if  the  affair  took  vent,  it 
fhould  put  a  period  to  the  fubje&ion  of  their 
wives,  took  the  coat,  put  a  man  into  it,  and 
going  to  the  King's  town,  fent  for  him  our,  and 
taxed  him  wjth  it ;  when  he  not  denying  it,  they 
fent  for  his  wife,  and  killed  them  both  on  the 
fpot.  Thus  the  queen  died  for  her  curiofity, 
and  the  poor  king  died  for  his  complaifance  to 
his  wife. 

Such  refpect  do  the  women  pay  to  their  huf- 
bands,  that  when  a  man  has  been  a  day  or  two 
from  home  his  wives  falute  him  on  their  knees, 
and  they  always  give  him  water  to  drink  in  the 
fame  pofture. 

As  foon  as  a  child  is  born  they  dip  him  over 
head  and  ears  in  cold  water  three  or  four  times 
in  a  day,  and  as  foon  as  he  is  dry,  rub  him  over 
with  palm  oil,  particularly  the  back  bone,  the 
fmallof  the  back,  the  elbows,  neck,  knees,  and 
hips.  When  they  are  born  they  are  of  an  olive 
colour,  and  fometimes  do  not  turn  black  till  they 
are  a  month  or  two  old. 

Mr.  Moore  does  not  find  that  they  are  here 
born  with  flat  nofes  ;  but  the  mothers  when  they 
wafh  the  children,  prefs  down  the  upper  part  of 
the  nofe  :  for  large  breads,  thick  Jips,  and  broad 
noftrils,  are  efteemed  extremely  beautiful.  One 
breaft  is  generally  larger  than  the  other. 

They  name  the  child  at   about  a  month  old, 


which  is  done  by  (having  its  head,  and  rubbing 
it  over  with  oil  ;  and  a  fhort  time  before  the 
rainy  feafon  begins,  they  circumcife  a  great 
number  of  boys,  of  about  twelve  or  fourteen 
years  of  age,  after  which  the  boys  put  on  a  pe- 
culiar habit  j  the  drefs  of  each  kingdom  being 
different. 

From  the  time  of  their  cirenmcifion  to  that  of 
the  rains*  they  are  allowed  to  commit  what  out- 
rages they  pleafe,  without  being  called  to  an  ac- 
count for  them  :  and  when  the  firft  rain  falls,  the 
term  of  this  licentioufnefs  being  expired,  they 
refume  their  former  drefs. 

We  have  already  obferved,  that  the  Mundin- 
goes  are  fond  of  the  fle(h  of  crocodiles,  and  their 
eggs,  but  their  moft  common  food  is  called 
cooicoofh,  which  is  pounded  corn  fifted  through 
a  fine  bafket,  till  it  is  of  the  finenefs  of  coarfe 
flour  •,  and  this  is  put  into  an  earthen  veffel  full 
of  holes  like  a  cullender,  luted  to  an  earthen 
pot,  in  which  is  boiling  water,  and  fometimes 
broth,  the  fteam  of  which  cures  the  flour,  and 
when  it  is  done,  they  mix  it  with  the  water  or 
broth,  and  eat  it  with  their  hands. 

Fifli  fmoaked  or  dried  in  the  fun,  is  a  great 
favourite  of  theirs  •,  but  the  ftronger  it  fmells, 
the  more  they  like  it.  They  are  fo  little  delicate 
wirh  refptct.  to  their  provilions,  that  there  is 
fcarce  any  thing  which  they  do  not  eat-,  large 
fnakes,  guanas,  monkies,  pelicans,  bald  ea- 
gles, and  fea-horfes,  are  efteemed  very  good 
eating. 

The  inhabitants  are  naturally  very  jocofe  and 
merry,  and  will  dance  to  a  drum  or  ballafeu, 
fometimes  four  and  twenty  hours  together,  now 
and  then  dancing  very  regularly,  and  at  other 
times  ufing  very  odd  geftures,  driving  always 
to  outdo  each  other  in  activity  and  nimble- 
nefs. 

The  behaviour  of  the  natives  to  ftrangers  is 
really  not  fo  difagreeable  as  people  are  apt  to 
imagine  ;  for  when  our  author  went  through  any 
of  their  towns,  they  almod  all  came  to  fhake 
hands  with  him,  except  fome  of  the  women, 
who  having  never  before  feen  a  white  man,  ran 
away  from  him  as  fad  as  they  could,  and  would 
not  by  any  means  be  perfuaded  to  come  near 
him.  Some  of  the  men  invited  hira  to  their 
houfes,  and  browght  their  wives  and  daughters 
to  fee  him,  who  then  fat 'down  by  him,  and  al- 
ways found  fomething  to  wonder  at  and  admire, 
as  his  boots,  fpurs,  cloaths,  or  wig. 

Among  the  Mundingoes  fome  have  many 
(laves  in  their  houfes,  and  in  thefe  they  pride 
themlelves.  They  live  fo  well  and  eafy,  that  it 
is  fometimes  difficult  to  know  the  (laves  from 
their  maders  and  midrefies  ;  they  being  fre- 
quently better  cloathed,  eipecially  the  females, 
who  have  fometimes  coral,  amber,  and  filver  a- 
bout  their  wrids,  to  the  value  of  twenty  or  thirty 
pounds  Englifh  money. 

They  have  in  almod  every  town  a  kind  of 
drum  of  a  very  large  fize,  called  a  Tangtong, 
which  they  only  beat  at  the  approach  of  an  ene- 
my, or  on  fome  very  extraordinary  occafion, 
to  call  the  inhabitants  of  the  neighbouring  towns 
to  their  afiiitance  ;  and  this  may  be  heard  fix  or 
feven  miles  in  a  dill  evening. 

In 
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la  this  country  there  ufed  to  be  a  cuftom, 
which  is  not  thoroughly  repealed,  that  whatever 
commodity  a  man  fells  in  the  morning,  he  may, 
if  he  repents  his  bargain,  go  and  have  it  re- 
turned to  him  again,  on  his  paying  back  the 
money  any  time  before  the  fetting  of  the  fun  the 
fame  day.  This  cuftom  is  ftill  in  force  very  high 
up  the  river  ;  but  almoft  worn  out  in  the 
lower  parts. 

It  is  ufual  whenever  any  factories  are  fettled, 
to  put  them,  and  the  perfons  belonging  to  them, 
under  the  charge  of  the  people  of  the  neareft 
large  town,  who  are  obliged  to  take  care  of  it, 
and  to  let  none  impofe  upon  the  white  men,  or 
ufe  them  ill;  and  if  any  body  is  abufed,  he  muft 
apply  to  the  Alcalde,  the  head  man  of  the  tawr, 
who  will  fee  that  juftice  is  done  him.  This  man 
is,  up  the  river,  called  the  white  man's  king ; 
and  has  befides  very  great  power. 

Every  town  almoft  has  two  common  fields, 
one  for  their  corn,  and  the  other  for  their  rice  ; 
and  he  appoints  the  labour  of  the  people :  he 
fees  that  the  men  work  in  the  corn  fields,  and 
the  women  and  girls  in  the  rice  grounds  ;  and 
afterwards  divides  the  crop  among  them.  He 
likewife  decides  all  quarrels,  and  has  the  firft 
voice  in  all  conferences  relating  to  any  thing  be- 
longing to  the  town. 

The  chief  articles  of  trade  are  gold,  flaves, 
elephants  teeth,  and  bees-wax.  The  gold  is 
finer  than  fterling,  and  is  brought  in  fmall  bars, 
big  in  the  middle,  and  turned  round  into  rings, 
from  ten  to  forty  ftiillings  each. 

The  merchants  who  bring  this,  and  other  in- 
land corhmodities,  are  blacks  of  the  Mundingo 
race,  called  Joncoes,  who  fay,  that  the  gold  is 
not  wafhed  out  of  the  land,  but  dug  out  of  mines 
in  ihe  mountains,  the  neareft  of  which  is  twenty 
days  journey  up  the  river. 

In  the  country  where  the  mines  are,  they  fay 
there  are  houfes  built  with  ftone,  and  covered 
with  terrafs ;  and  that  the  fhort  cutlaffes  and 
knives  of  good  fteel  which  they  bring  with  them 
are  made  in  that  place. 

Elephants  teeth  are  brought  down  by  the 
fame  merchants,  and  in  fome  years  flaves  to  the 
amount  of  two  choufand,  moft  of  whom  they 
fay  are  prifoners  of  war  ;  and  bought  of  the  dif- 
ferent Princes  by  whom  they  are  taken. 

The  method  of  bringing  them  is,  by  tying 
them  by  the  neck  with  leather  thongs,  at  about 
a  yard  diftance  from  each  other,  thirty  or  forty 
in  a  ftring,  having  generally  a  bundle  of  corn, 
or  an  elephant's  tooth  upon  each  of  their  heads. 
In  their  way  from  the  mountains  they  travel 
through  extenfive  woods,  where  they  cannot  for 
fome  days  get  water;  they  therefore  carry  in  fkin 
bao-s  enough  to  fupport  them  for  that  time.  He 
could  not  be  certain  of  the  number  of  merchants 
who  carry  on  this  trade  ;  but  there  may  perhaps 
be  about  a  hundred,  who  go  up  into  the  inland 
country  with  the  goods,  which  they  buy  from 
the  white  men,  and  with  them  purchafe,  in  va- 
rious countries,  gold,  flaves,  and  elephants  teeth. 
They  ufe  aiTes,  as  well  as  flaves  in  carrying  their 
goods,  but  neither  camels  nor  horles. 
.  Exclufive  of  thofe  flaves  which  are  b-ought 
down  by  the  Negro  merchants  there  are  many 


bought  along  the  river,  who  are  either  taken  in 
war  like  the  former,  or  condemned  for  crimes, 
or  ftolen  by  the  people  :  but  the  company's 
fervants  never  buy  any  which  they  fufpect  to  be 
of  the  laft  fort,  till  they  have  fent  for  the  Alcalde 
and  confulted  with  him. 

Since  the  commencement  of  the  flave  trade, 
all  punifliments  are  changed  into  flavery  ;  and 
the  natives  reaping  advantage  from  fuch  con- 
demnations, they  ftrain  hard  for  crimes,  in  or- 
der to  obtain  the  benefit  of  Idling  the  criminal ; 
hence  not  only  murder,  adultery  and  theft  are 
here  punifhed  by  felling  the  malefactor  ;  but 
every  trifling  crime  is  alio  punifhed  in  the  fame 
manner. 

Thus  at  Cantore,  a  man  feeing  a  tyger  eating 
a  deer,  which  he  himfelf  had  killed  and  hung  up 
near  his  houfe,  fired  at  the  tyger,  but  unhappily 
fhot  a  man  :  when  the  King  had  not  only  the 
cruelty  to  condemn  him  for  this  accident  ;  but 
had  the  injuftice  and  inhumanity  to  order  ailb 
his  mother,  his  three  brothers,  and  his  th.ee  fif- 
ters  to  be  fold.  They  were  brought  down  to 
Mr.  Moore  at  Yamyamacunua,  wht  n  it  made  his 
heart  ach  to  fee  them  ;  but  on  his  refilling  to 
make  this  cruel  purchafe,  they  were  tent  farther 
down  the  river;  and  fold  to  fome  leparate  traders 
at  Joar,  and  the  profits  of  their  flavery  were  ap- 
plied to  the  ufe  of  the  avaricious  king. 

In  fad  the  cruelty  and  villainy  of  fome  of 
thefe  Princes  can  fcarceiy  be  conceived.  Thus, 
whenever  the  king  of  Barlally,  fome  of  whole 
villainies  have  been  already  mentioned,  wants 
goods  or  brandy,  he  lends  to  the  Governor  of 
James'  fort,  to  defire  him  to  fend  a  floop  there 
with  a  proper  cargo,  which  is  reaaily  complied 
with.  Mean  while  the  King  goes  and  raniacks 
fome  of  his  enemies  towns,  and  feizingthe  inno- 
cent people;  fells  them  to  the  factors  in  the  floop 
for  fuch  commodities  as  he  wants,  as  brandy, 
rum,  guns,  gunpowder,  ball,  piftols  and  cut- 
laffes, for  his  attendants  and  foldiers,  with  coral 
and  filver  for  his  wives  and  concubines  :  but  in 
cafe  he  is  not  at  war  with  any  neighbouring 
king,  he  then  falls  upon  one  of  his  own  towns, 
which  are  very  numerous,  and  ufes  them  in  the 
fame  manner,  felling  them  for  flaves,whom  he  is 
by  undoubted  duty  bound  to  protect  and  defends 

Some  of  the  natives  of  thefe  countries  have 
many  flaves  born  in  their  families  :  thus  there  is 
a  whole  village  near  Brucoe  of  two  hundred  peo- 
ple, who  are  the  wives,  flaves,  and  children  of 
one  man.  And  though  in  fome  parts  of  Afri- 
ca, they  fell  the  flaves  born  in  the  family  ;  yet 
this  is  here  thought  extremely  wicktd  ;  and  cur 
author  fays  he  never  heard  but  of  one  pcribn  who 
ever  fold  a  family  flave,  except  for  iuch  crimes 
as  would  have  authorized  its  beihg  done,  had 
he  been  free.  Indeed,  if  diere  are  many  flaves 
in  the  family,  and  one  of  them  commits  a  crime, 
the  mafter  cannot  fell  him  without  the  joint  con- 
fent  of  the  reft  :  for  if  he  does,  they  will  all  run 
away  to  the  next  kingdom,  where  they  are  fure 
to  be  protected. 

The  next  principal  article  of  commerce  is 
ivory,  or  elephants  teeth.  Thefe  are  obtained 
either  by  hunting  and  killing  the  beafts,  or  art 
picked  up  in  the  woods.  This  is  a  trade  ufed  by 
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all  the  nations  hereabouts  •,  for  whoever  kills  an 
elephant,  has  the  liberty  of  felling  him  and  his 
teeth  :  but  thofe  traded  for  in  this  river  are  ge- 
nerally brought  from  a  good  way  within  land. 
The  largeft  tooth  Mr.  Moore  ever  faw  weighed 
one  hundred  and  thirty  pounds. 

Bees-wax  makes  the  fourth  article  of  their 
trade.  The  Mundingoes  make  beehives  of 
ftraw  fhaped  like  ours,  and  fixing  to  each  a  bot- 
tom board,  in  which  is  a  hole,  for  the  bees  to 
go  in  and  out,  hang  them  on  the  boughs  of  trees. 
They  fmother  the  bees  in  order  to  take  the 
combs,  and  preffing  out  the  honey,  of  which 
they  make  a  kind  of  metheglin,  boil  up  the  wax 
with  water,  ftrain  it,  and  prefs  it  through  hair 
cloths  into  holes  made  in  the  ground. 

At  length,  on  the  eighth  of  April  1755,  our 
author  having  delivered  up  the  company's  ef- 
fects to  Mr.  James  Conner,  embarked  on  board 
the  company's  floop  :  among  other  perfons,  Job 
came  down  with  him  to  the  floop,  and  parted 
with  him  with  tears  in  his  eyes,  at  the  fame 
time  giving  him  letters  to  the  Duke  of  Monta- 


gue, the  Royal  African  company,  Mr.  Ogle- 
thorpe, and  feveral  other  gentlemen  in  England, 
telling  him  to  give  his  love  and  duty  to  them, 
and  to  acquaint  them,  that  as  he  defigned  to 
learn  to  write  the  Englilh  tongue,  he  would, 
when  he  was  mafter  of  it,  fend  them  longer 
epiftles;  defiring  Mr.  Moore,  that  as  he  had  liv- 
ed with  him  almoft  ever  fince  he  came  there,  he 
would  let  his  grace  and  the  other  gentlemen 
know  what  he  had  done  •,  and  that  he  was  going 
to  the  gum-foreft,  and  would  endeavour  to  pro- 
duce fo  good  an  underftanding  between  the  com- 
pany and  the  Pholeys,  that  he  did  not  doubt 
but  that  the  Englifh  would  procure  the  gum 
trade  :  adding,  that  he  would  fpend  his  days  in 
endeavouring  to  do  good  to  the  Englifh,  by 
whom  he  had  been  redeemed  from  flavery,  and 
from  whom  he  had  received  many  favours, 
which  he  fhould  always  remember  with  orati- 
tude. 

Soon  after  this,  he  returned  on  fhore,  while 
Mr.  Moore  failed  to  England,  and  at  length, 
landed  at  Deal,  on  the  thirteenth  day  of  July. 
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I. 


jJn  account  of  Spain  in  general,  and  of  its  climate  and  produce  ;  a  defcription  cf  Madrid,  and 
the  Efcurial ;  likeivije  of  the  cities  of  Saragojfa,  "Toledo,  Valencia,  dlicant,  Carthagena, 
Malaga,  Cadiz,  Seville,  and  Gibraltar. 


THERE  are  no  countries  in  Europe  fo 
little  vifited  by  travellers  as  Spain  and 
Portugal  -,  which  is  partly  owing  to 
the  pride  and  bigotry  of  the  inhabitants,  partly 
to  a  fcarcity  of  the  monuments  of  antiquity,  and 
partly  to  their  fituation,  in  a  kind  of  peninfula 
in  the  moft  weftern  part  of  the  continent  of  Eu- 
rope. 

The  fea  encompafles  Spain  on  every  fide  ex- 
cept on  that  of  France,  from  which  it  it  fepa- 
rated  by  a  continued  range  of  mountains  called 
the  Pyreenees,  which  are  near  eighty  leagues 
long,  and  extend  from  cape  Creuz  in  the  Me- 
diterranean Sea,  to  cape  Olarzo  in  the  Bay  of 
Bifcay. 

Spain,  having  many  ranges  of  high  and  plea- 


fant  hills,  a  variety  of  rivers  and  beautiful 
plains,  is  both  a  delightful  and  a  healthy  country  j 
at  once  free  from  the  fcorching  heats  to  which 
Africa  is  expofed,  and  from  the  fevere  frofts 
which  render  more  northerly  climates  difa- 
greeable. 

It  muft  be  confefied  that  their  fummers  are 
exceffively  hot,  but  this  great  heat  continues 
only  two  or  three  months,  and  the  reft  of  the 
year  is  moderate  weather.  The  air  is  common- 
ly clear  and  ferene  -,  the  great  rains  fall  regu- 
larly in  fpring  and  autumn  ;  and  it  has  been 
remarked,  that  in  Spain  moft  difeafes  proceed 
from  heat,  as  in  England  they  are  the  efFedts  of 
cold. 

The  north  of  Spain  is  the  moft  mountainous 
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and  barren  ;  but  fome  of  the  mountains  are  co- 
vered with  trees,  and  the  rocky  parts  with 
thyme,  marjoram,  and  other  aromatic  herbs, 
which  ferve  for  food  to  fheep  and  goats,  and 
give  their  milk  and  fleih  a  finer  relifh,  than  that 
of  thole  which  are  fed  on  the  richefl  pafture 
grounds. 

If  it  happens  that  thefe  herbs  are  fcorched  up 
by  the  violent  heat  of  the  fummer,  the  cattle  are 
driven  down  to  the  fides  of  the  mountains,  where 
they,  have  a  greater  plenty  of  thefe  herbs,  toge- 
ther with  grafs  ;  but  if  even  thefe  places  fail,  as 
they  fometimes  do,  the  inhabitants  are  then  o-. 
bliged  to  remove  their  flocks  to  the  meadows. 

There  is  no  better  wheat  in  Europe  than  of 
Spain,  and  the  inhabitants  raife  more  than  they 
can  confume.  Their  barley  is  very  good,  and 
fo  plentiful  that  it  is  given  to  their  horfes  and 
mules  inftead  of  oats,  of  which  the  country  pro- 
duces very  few.  They  make  hardly  any  hay 
through  the  kingdom,  but  feed  their  cattle  with 
the  barley  ftraw  inftead  of  it. 

Wine  is  fo  plentiful  that  it  is  drank  by  the 
pooreft  people  ;  but  the  Spaniards  being  natu- 
rally a  fober  people,  feldom  drink  it  without  a 
great  mixture  of  water,  and  their  women  feldom 
tafte  it,  except  in  their  lyings-in,  or  on  f ome 
iuch  extraordinary  occafions. 

Befides  moft  of  the  fruits  common  in  Eng- 
land, they  have  excellent  oranges,  lemons,  ci- 
trons, almonds,  prunes,  olives,  dates,  figs, 
chefnuts,  pomegranates,  capers  and  grapes,  of 
which  laft  they  not  only  make  wine,  but  dry 
great  quantities  for  raifins  ;  and  their  honey, 
wax  and  oil  are  not  inferior  to  any  in  the 
world. 

With  regard  to  the  plenty,  variety  and  good- 
nefs  of  fowl,  both  wild  and  tame,  few  coun- 
tries exceed  Spain.  Their  four-footed  game, 
as  hares,  rabbits,  wild  boars,  and  red  and  fal- 
low deer  are  likewife  exceeding  good  :  and  with 
refpect  to  their  tame  fwine,  even  the  bacon  of 
Weftphalia  is  faid  to  be  inferior  to  that  of 
Spain. 

The  Spanifh  horfes  being  famous  for  their 
fwiftnefs,  great  numbers  of  them  are  bought  up 
at  a  large  price,  and  exported  to  other  nations. 
Thoie  bred  in  the  province  of  Eftremadura  and 
its  neighbourhood  are  efteemed  the  fwifteft  and 
beft.  Their  mules  are  fine  beafts,  and  even 
larger,  ftronger,  and  more  furefooted  than  their 
horfes.  Some  of  thele  mules  are  ufed  for  draw- 
ing the  coaches  of  the  chief  nobility,  and  for  tra- 
velling over  the  moft  craggy  and  mountainous 
parts  of  the  country  ;  but  they  are  far  inferior 
to  the  horfes  in  fwiftnefs. 

In  Spain  are  rich  mines  of  copper,  lead,  allum, 
fulphur  and  quick-filver  ;  and  the  iron  and  fteel 
of  Bifcay  is  elteemed  the  beft  in  Europe.  For- 
merly the  Spanifli  mines  yielded  the  Romans 
more  gold  and  filver  than  any  country  under 
their  dominion  :  but  thefe  mines  are  now  either 
loft,  exhaufted,  or  not  worth  working. 

Let  us  now  take  a  furvey  of  the  principal, 
places  of  the  kingdom. 

Madrid,  the  capital,  and  the  refidence  of  the 
kings  of  Spain,  is   fituated  in  New  Caftile,  in 
the  midft  of  a  large  fandy  plain,  furrounded  with 
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hills  :  but  it  has  neither  wall  nor  ditch.  There 
is  a  ftately  ftone  bridge  over  the  river  Mauza- 
nares,  which  runs  on  its  weft  fide. 

Madrid  is  faid  to  contain  four  hundred  ftreets, 
moft  of  which  are  ftrait  and  broad,  but  fo  abo- 
minably dirty,  that  the  ftench  may  be  fmelt  at 
the  diftance  of  above  a  mile. 

The  houfes,  which  in  common  are  handfome 
and  lofty,  are  chiefly  built  with  brick,  and  moft 
of  them  with  lattice  windows,  of  canvas  or  fome 
flight  oiled  cloth.  The  houfes  of  the  nobility 
are  generally  built  of  ftone,  in  an  elegant  tafte, 
fome  with  fames,  and  others  with  cafements ; 
but  during  the  heat  of  fummer  the  glafs  frames 
are  taken  down,  and  others  are  put  up  in  their 
ftead,  covered  with  gauze,  or  the  like  thin  ftufF, 
to  let  in  the  air.    . 

In  Madrid  are  fourteen  fquares,  moft  of  which 
are  very  fine  ones,  efpecially  that  called  the 
Place  Mayors  iri  which  is  a  large  market,  and 
in  which  alfo  the  bull-baitings,  and  other  pub- 
lic (hews  are  exhibited.  It  is  four  hundred  and 
thirty-fix  feet  in  length,  and  three  hundred  and 
thirty-four  feet  broad,  and  the  houfes  on  each 
fide  are  fupported  by  an  arcade,  like  that  of 
Covent  Garden,  to  Ihelter  the  people  from  the 
rain.  Thefe  houfes  are  exactly  uniform,  all 
five  ftories  high,  with  balconies  to  each  ftory. 

Whenever  the  ladies  ftand  in  their  balconies 
to  fee  an  extraordinary  fhew,  they  are  not  only 
richly  drefifed,  but  the  balconies  and  the  fronts 
of  the  houfes  are  adorned  with  the  richeft  ta- 
peftry  and  pictures,  and  if  it  be  in  the  night, 
with  a  vaft  number  of  wax  candles  :  and  it  is 
only  on  iuch  occafions  that  the  women  are  al- 
lowed to  appear  unveiled. 

The  city  of  Madrid  has  eighteen  parifhes, 
fifty-feven  monafteries  and  nunneries,  twenty- 
two  hofpitals,  and  a  great  number  of  cha- 
pels. 

At  the  end  of  the  city  is  the  Prado  de  St. 
Hieronymo,  a  delightful  plain,  fhaded  with 
rows  of  poplar-trees,  and  adorned  with  twenty- 
three  fountains.  To  this  place  the  nobility  and 
gentry  repair  every  evening  in  their  coaches  or 
on  horleback. 

At  the  extremity  of  this  prado  is  a  noble  pa- 
lace, called  El  buen  Retiro,  or  the  Good  Re- 
treat, defigned  by  the  kings  of  Spain  as  a  place 
of  retreat  from  the  hurry  of  the  court  and  town. 
It  confifts  of  a  fpacious  fquare,  built  with  brick, 
that  contains  many  noble  apartments,  adorned 
with  the  richeft  furniture,  and  with  paintings  by 
the  greateft  matters.  In  the  gardens  are  de- 
lightful ftiady  walks,  water-works,  and  ftatues. 
On  the  canals  are  pleafure  boats,  and  on  their 
banks  fummer-houfes  in  which  muficians  fit, 
who  divert  the  king  while  he  takes  his  pleafure 
on  the  water. 

Befides  El  buen  Retiro,  there  are  two  other 
royal  palaces  here,  one  a  fpacious  and  magnifi- 
cent edifice  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  city :  the 
main  ftruclure  confifts  of  three  courts,  about 
which  are  the  apartments  for  the  royal  family, 
with  the  proper  offices  and  lodgings  for  the 
houlhold  ;  and  the  other  is  called  Cafa  del  Cam- 
po,  where  the  king  fometimes  refrefhes  himfelf 
during  the  heats  of  fummer,  in  the  cool  ftiady 
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walks,  which  arc   the  principal   convenience  of 
this  palace. 

Befides  thefe,  the  chief  things  to  be  feen  at 
Madrid,  are  the  churches,  fome  of  which  are 
very  richly  adorned.  The  king's  chapel,  the 
prilbn,  and  the  houfes  of  feveral  of  the  grandees, 
are  well  worth  feeing  on  account  of  the  excellent 
paintings  with  which  they  are  adorned  •,  for  they 
fpare  no  expence  in  making  collections  of  paint- 
ings. 

But  the  king  of  Spain's  moft  noble  palace  is 
the  Efcurial,  which  was  originally  erected  by 
Philip  II.  who  railed  the  church  and  monaftery 
of  St.  Laurence,  the  Spanifh  martyr,  in  grati- 
tude for  the  afliftance  he  fancied  he  had  received 
from  Ms  tutelary  fainr,  in  obtaining  the  cele- 
brated victory  over  the  French  at  St.  Quintin, 
in  the  year  1557.  - 

This  noble  pile  (bands  near  a  fmall  village, 
called  the  Efcurial,  nine  leagues  to  the  weft  of 
Madrid.  It  is  built  of  a  beautiful  white  ftone, 
veined  with  blue  and  brown,  and  of  a  very  fine 
polifh  •,  and  is  furrounded  by  the  moft  agreeable 
profpecls. 

Its  form  is  that  of  a  vaft  quadrangle,  contain- 
ing five  hundred  and  eighty  i'e<;t  in  front  from 
eaft  to  weft.  At  each  extremity  is  a  fuperb 
range  of  buildings  that  extend  four  hundred  and 
thirty  feet  north,  and  are  again  joined  by  ano- 
ther front  of  the  fame  dimenfions  as  the  former  : 
lb  that  it  properly  confifts  of  four  fronts,  and  at 
each  angle  is  a  tower. 

To  the  principal  front  are  three  gates,  of 
which  the  middle  one  is  fupported  by  four  do- 
ric  columns  of  fpeckled  marble  on  each  fide  ; 
and  over  them  are  others  of  the  ionic  order.  A- 
bove  the  portal  is  a  beautiful  ftatue  of  St.  Lau- 
rence, of  white  marble,  fifteen  feet  high,  dref- 
fed  in  the  habit  of  a  deacon,  with  a  book  in  his 
left  hand,  and  a  large  gridiron  or  bronze  in  his 
right.  There  are  two  hundred"  and  forty,  feven 
windows  in  this  front  of  the  building. 

Beyond  the  principal  gate  is  a  portico  that 
extends  from  the  college  to  the  convent  •,  over 
which  is  the  library,  and  in  the  front  are  three 
noble  arches  leading  into  a  grand  court,  where 
the  eye  is  ftruck  with  the  magnificent  frontif- 
piece  of  St.  Laurence's  church,  on  each  fide  of 
which  is  a  lofty  tower,  and  in  the  centre  a 
dome. 

It  has  five  grand  arches  that  form  the  en- 
trance into  the  veftibule,  and  on  the  lower  part 
of  the  portal  are  fix  large  ftatues  placed  on  pe- 
deftals,  of  David,  Solomon,  Hezckiah,  Jonah, 
Manafich,  and  Jchofaphat,  with  fceptres  in  their 
hands,  and  crowns  of  bronze  enamelled  with  gold 
on  their  heads. 

This  pile  of  building  is  fupported  by  four 
very  ftrong  fquare  pillars  round  the  centre  of 
the  church,  forming  four  grand  arches.  Every 
pillar  has  two  altars,  and  two  niches  over  them, 
and  in  the  niches  of  the  pilafters  along  the  walls 
on  both  fides,  are  altars  anfwerable  to  the  o- 
thers. 

Befides  thefe,  the  whole  circuit  of  the  church 
is  furrounded  with  very  elegant  chapels,  and  o- 
ver  thefe  are  galleries,  with  brafs  baluftrades 
extending  quite  round.     The  cupola  is  encom- 


paffed  by  two  galleries,  and  crowned  with  a  lan- 
tern, that  has  eight  windows  divided  by  pilafters 
gradually  diminilhing  to  the  top,  where  there  is 
another  fmall  dome  on  the  crown  of  the  lan- 
tern, and  over  this  a  fluted  ftone  obelifk,  on  the 
top  of  which  is  a  globe  of  gilt  brafs,  with  a  crofs 
and  vane. 

In  the  whole  there  are  nine  doors,  and  over 
the  arches  of  the  principal  of  thefe,  and  on  the 
great  altar,  are  twelve  erodes,  of  a  very  beau- 
tiful red  jafper.  The  altars  amount  to  forty,  all 
of  which  are  richly  adorned  with  carved  work* 
and  innumerable  paintings,  many  of  them  by  the 
greateft  matters. 

The  next  thing  feen  is  the  great  chapel,  the 
afcent  to  which  from  the  church  is  by  twelve 
fteps  of  red  jafper.  The  pavement  of  this  cha- 
pel confifts  of  Mofaic  work  of  jafper  and  mar- 
ble of  various  colours,  arranged  in  the  moft 
beautiful  compartments.  The  altar-piece  is  a- 
dorned  with  all  the  orders  of  architecture,  except 
the  Tufcan. 

This  altar-piece  has  fix  doric  columns,  in  the 
middle  of  which  the  tabernacle  is  placed,  and 
in  the  compartments  of  the  other  columns  are 
feveral  paintings  of  facred  hiftory.  Their  bafes 
and  capitals,  with  thofe  of  all  the  other  columns 
and  pilafters  behind  them,  are  of  brafs  enamel- 
led with  gold,  and  the  [hafts  are  of  jafper,  beau- 
tifully polifhed  and  fluted. 

At  the  two  extremes  there  are  niches  which 
contain  the  ftatues  of  four  doctors  of  the  church 
in  gilt  brafs.  In  the  fpaces  on  each  fide  of  the 
tabernacle,  are  two  pieces  of  painting,  the  one 
reprefenting  ihe  nativity,  and  the  other  the  eaft- 
ern  magi,  v.oiihipping  the  infant  Jefus. 

The  fecond  range  of  columns  is  of  the  ionic 
order,  inlaid  with  green  in  the  compartments, 
and  in  the  extreme  intercoliimniations  are  niches 
of  green  jafper,  containing  the  ftatues  of  the 
four  evangelifts,  of  the  fame  ma:ei  ia's  and  beau- 
ty with  the  former.  The  principal  picture  over 
the  tabernacle  reprefents  the  martyrdom  of  St. 
Laurence  ;  and  in  the  fide  compartments  are 
pictures  of  our  Saviour  bound  to  the  pillar,  and 
his  carrying  to  the  crofs. 

The  third  range  confifts  of  only  four  columns 
of  the  Corinthian  order,  the  extremes  of  the 
lower  rank  being  fupplied  by  two  pyramids  of 
;  green  jafper,  between  which  are  fine  brafs  fta-. 
tues  of  St.  James,  the  patron  of  Spain,  and  St. 
Andrew,  both  larger  than  the  life. 

In  the  middle  is  the  picture  of  the  afllimption 
of  the  Virgin  Mary,  and  on  the  fides  are  thole 
of  the  refurrection,  and  the  defcent  of  the  Holy 
Ghoft.  Two  columns  of  the  Com  polite  order 
fuppcrt  the  frontifpiece,  which  terminates  in  the 
principal  arch  of  the  chapel. 

Green  jafper  forms  the  compartment  in  which 
is  a  crucifix  of  brafs  gilt,  with  the  ftatues  of  the 
Virgin  Mary  and  St.  John  ftanding  on  the  fides, 
and  thofe  of  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul,  on  the  ex- 
treme pedeftals.  The  whole  height  from  the 
pedeftal  of  the  Doric  order,  to  the  centre  of  the 
grand  arch  is  ninety-three  feet,  and  the  breadth 
forty-nine. 

The  above  tabernacle  (lands  on  a  pedeftal  of 
jafper,  within  an  arched  portal,  whole  pilafters 
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are  of  red  and  green  jaiper.  The  form  is  glo- 
bular, and  the  order  Corinthian.  The  materials 
are  all  gems,  and  brafs  enamelled  with  gold. 

The  firftpedeftal  is  of  jaiper  finely  inlaid.  It 
fupports  eight  jaiper  columns  of  a  deep  red 
veined  with  white.  In  the  intercolumniations 
are  four  niches,  with  as  many  ftatues  of  apoftles. 
Over  the  cornice  is  another  bale,  with  eight  pe- 
deftals  Supporting  the  like  number  of  ftatues  in 
gilt  brafs.  It  alio  fuftains  the  cupola,  which  is. 
divided  into  four  compartments  inlaid  with 
jaiper. 

Above  is  a  fmall  lanthorn  crowned  with  ano- 
ther cupola,  and  over  all  is  an  image  of  our  Sa- 
viour of  the  fame  metal  as  thole  of  the  apoftles. 
In  the  lower  part  are  two  doors  of  rock  cryftal 
leading  into  the  fanftuary,  the  jaumbs  and  lin- 
tels of  which  are  of  beautiful  green  jafper;  the 
other  parts  conlift  of  jaiper  of  feveral  colours, 
and  polifhed  brafs. 

In  a  word-,  the  whole  chapel  is  adorned  with 
the  richeft  Mofaic  work,  and  a  great  variety  of 
paintings  and  ftatues. 

The  convent,  which  may  be  entered  from  the 
church,  confi'i's  of  five  beautiful  cloifters,  the 
principal  of  which  is  as  large  as  the  other  four, 
and  extends  two  hundred  and  ten  feet  from 
north  to  fouth,  and  two  hundred  and  feven  from 
eaft  to  weft.  Its  grand  ftair-cafe  is  forty  feet 
broad,  the  fteps  are  of  the  moft  beautiful  ftone, 
each  of  one  piece,  and  the  baluftrades  are  of  ex- 
quifite  workmanfhip.  The  arcade  above  is  a- 
dorned  with  paintings  exhibiting  the  motives  of 
the  founder  for  erecting  this  edifice ;  and  the 
whole  building  is  adorned  with  the  works  of  the 
beft  Italian  and  Spanilh  painters. 

Within  the  body  of  the  cloifter  is  a  flower- 
garden,  adorned  with  fountains  and  refervoirs  ; 
and  in  niches  on  the  fides  are  white  marble  fta- 
tues of  the  four  evangclifts,  larger  than  the 
life. 

In  the  gallery  of  the  royal  apartments  are  a 
number  of  excellent  paintings.  Along  the  wall 
are  reprefented  two  curtains  hanging  down  from 
hooks,  fo  naturally,  that  the  Spectators  often  en- 
deavour to  lift  them  up. 

On  thefe  curtains  are  painted  the  battle  fought 
by  Don  Jchn  II.  againft  the  Moors  of  Granada, 
in  the  plains  of  Higuernala  •,  and  the  battle  of. 
St.  Quintin.  At  the  two  extremiiirs  are  two  na- 
val victories,  gained  at  the  ifie  of  Tercera  :  and 
the  ciding  is  covered  with  ftucco-work. 

There  are  two  doors  brought  from  Germany, 
inlaid  with  exquifite  beauty,  and  a  variety  of 
find  wood  in  the  fouth  faloon.  The  infide  is 
adorned  with  exquifite  paintings.  The  next 
is  the  apartment  of  King  Philip  II.  where  he 
ditd. 

Here  the  furniture,  cieling,  and  walls  are 
plain,  and  the  floor  is  brick.  It  is,  however, 
adorned  with  fmall  ftatues  of  Saints,  fome  very 
beautiful  pictures  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  and  other 
religious  pieces.  The  queen's  room  is  of  the 
fame  conftruction,  and  has  a  paffage  to  it  from 
this  apartment. 

The  pavement  of  the  library  is  of  black  and 
white  marble  in  beautiful  knots.  This  building 
is  one  hundred  and  ninety-five  feet  in  length, 


thirty-fix  in  height,  and  thirty-two  in  breadth. 
The  concave  part  of  the  cieling  is  finely  painted 
by  Pelligrino,  exhibiting  Divinity,  Philofophy, 
Grammar, Logic,  and  all  the  Sciences,  furround- 
ed  with  proper  groupes  of  figures.  But  the 
number  of  books  amount  to  only  eight  thoufand. 
However,  two  other  rooms  have  been  added, 
and  there  are  in  the  whole  above  eighteen  thou- 
iand  books. 

The  Pantheon  chapel  is  the  laft  part  we  fhall 
mention  of  this  fuberb  ftructure  ;  in  which  is  the 
fepulchre  of  the  Spanilh  monarchs,  which  is 
incrufted  and  embelliflied  with  the  moft  exqui- 
fite work  in  marble,  jafper  and  gilt  brafs,  adorn- 
ed with  painting,  carving  and  ftatues. 

We  will  now  deicribe  the  city  of  Saragoffa, 
the  capital  of  the  kingdom  of  Arragon,  which 
is  fituated  in  a  delightful  plain,  at  the  confluence 
of  the  rivers  Ebro,  Salon,  Gallego,  and  Guerva, 
by  which  the  adjacent  country  is  rendered  fertile 
and  delightful  ;  and  from  hence  the  city  is  well 
fupplied  with  plenty  of  fifh  and  fowl,  and  with 
corn,  wine,  oil  and  fruits.  Saragoffa  is  furround- 
ed  with  walls  and  towers,  and  has  fourhandfome 
gates  facing  the  four  cardinal  points,  with  two 
bridges  over  the  Ebro.  The  city  is  of  an 
oblong  figure,  and  contains,  not  only  many 
handfome  churches,  hofpitals,fquaresand  Streets, 
but  has  extenfive  fuburbs. 

It  is  divided  into  fourteen  large  parifhes,  and 
has  twenty-three  minafleries,  thirteen  nunneries, 
and  a  noble  hofpital,  which  is  endowed  with  a 
revenue  fufficient  for  maintaining  eight  hundred 
fick  perfons,  befides  two  others  for  orphans, 
and  feveral  alms-houfes  for  decayed  people. 
There  is  here  alio  a  famous  Univerfity. 

The  cathedral  is  a  rich  and  ftately  building, 
in  which  the  tabernacle  over  the  high  altar  is  a 
magnificent  piece  of  workmanfhip,  all  of  maffy 
filver,  finely  wrought,  and  weighing  fix  hundred 
and  twelve -pounds. 

The  royal  palace  ftood  at  a  fmall  diftance 
without  the  city  •,  but  has  been  given  to  the  of- 
ficers of  the  inquifition. 

The  collegiate  church  of  our  lady  of  the  pil- 
lar, thus  called  from  a  pretended  miraculous 
image  of  the  Virgin  holding  an  infant  Jefus  in 
herarms,  is  likewife  a  fine  ftructure,  which  they 
affirm  was  built  by  St.  James  the  apoftle.  The 
above  image  is  very  fmall,  but  its  crown  and 
robes  are  almoft  entirely  covered  with  precious 
ttones.  It  is  placed  very  high  on  a  pillar  of  jaf- 
per of  exquifite  beauty,  and  a  great  number  of 
filver  lamps  are  kept  continually  burning  in  the 
chapel  in  which  it  ftands,  the  walls  of  which 
gliter  with  gilding  and  precious  ftones.  To  this 
image  there  annually  refort  a  prodigious  number 
of  pilgrims  to  offer  up  their  devotions. 

Thirty-five  miles  from  Madrid  is  Toledo,  the 
capital  of  New  Caftile,  and  ane'ently  the  royal 
feat  of  the  Goths  and  Moors.  It  ftands  on  a 
fteep  and  craggy  rock,  and  has  two  ftone  bridges 
over  the  Tagus.  The  land  fide  is  fortified  by  a 
double  wall,  that  has  one  hundred  and  fifty 
towers,  and  five  large  gates,  befides  pofterns. 

The  plain  below  is  fpacious,  fertile  and  plea- 
fant,  and  fo  well  watered  by  the  Tagus,  that  it 
produces  corn,  wine,  oil,  and  every  thing  that 
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can  be  defired  for  conveniency  or  delight. 

There  are  twenty-feven  parishes  in  this  city, 
thirty-eight  monafteries  and  nunneries,  two  large 
colleges,  and  twenty-five  hofpitals  -,  and  yet  the 
inhabitants  are  faid  not  to  exceed  five  thoufand 
families. 

The  ftreets  are  narrow  and  Steep,  but  there 
are  faid  to  be  no  Ids  than  Seventeen  Squares  and 
markets.  It  has  a  Spacious  old  palace  taken 
from  the  Moors,  the  (tables  of  which  will  hold 
at  leaSt  five  hundred  horfes. 

The  cathedral  is  a  noble  ftructure,  three 
hundred  and  eighty-four  feet  in  length,  and 
one  hundred  and  ninety-one  broad.  There  are 
eight  large  and  beautiful  brajts  gates,  with  mag- 
nificent portico;,  which  lead  to  this  edifice.  Its 
roof  is  Supported  by  eighty-eight  lofty  pillars, 
which  divide  it  into  five  ifles,  the  middlemoft  of 
which  forms  two  choirs,  beautifully  carved  and 
inlaid  :  one  of  thefe,  called  the  chapel  of  the 
blefled  Sacrament,  has  been  the  burying  place 
of  many  of  the  kings  of  Spain,  and  is  incloled 
within  coftly  iron  gates,  and  on  each  fide  ftands 
a  brafs  pulpit  with  pillars  of  the  fame. 

The  other  choir,  which  belongs  to  the  canons, 
is  inclofed  in  the  fame  manner,  and  adorned  with 
curious  carvings  in  wood  and  Jafper. 

The  outfide  of  each  is  adorned  with  fta- 
itatues  in  niches,  and  other  ornamental  ima- 
gery, reprefenting  the  hiftory  of  the  Old  and 
New  Teftament. 

The  image  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  in  this  ca- 
thedral, has  a  garment  covered  all  over  with 
pearls  and  precious  ftones,  and  the  paintings  are 
anfwerable  to  the  reft  ;  in  Short,  this  is  one  of 
the  grandeft  cathedrals  in  the  world,  and  the 
archbifhopric  is  next  to  that  of  Rome,  both  in 
its  power  and  revenue  ;  for  which  reafon  a  late 
queen  of  Spain  obtained  it  of  the  pope  for  one 
of  her  fons. 

We  Shall  now  give  a  ihort  account  of  Valen- 
cia, the  capital  of  the  province  of  the  fame 
name.  This  city  is  Seated  on  the  banks  of  the 
Turio,  over  which  it  has  five  bridges,  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the  fea, 
and  is  Gtuated  oppofite  to  the  place  where  the 
famous  city  ofSaguntum  formerly  flood. 

Valencia  is  almoft  of  a  circular  form,  and  is 
furrounded  by  a  wall  that  has  many  towers  and 
gates.  Grao,  its  fea-port,  which  ftands  on  the 
Mediterranean,  furnishes  it  with  a  variety  of 
fea  fiih,  and  the  neighbouring  lake  of  Alhufera, 
with  abundance  of  water  fowl,  and  frefh  water 
fifli,  as  does  the  fertile  country  round  it  with 
corn,  wine,  oil,  fruit,  herbs,  and  other  rrovi- 
fions. 

The  neighbourhood  of  the  city  being  well 
cultivated,  is  very  populous,  and  the  inhabitants 
amount  to  about  fifteen  thoufand  families.  It 
has  forty-eight  monafteries  and  nunneries,  be- 
fides  other  foundations  of  the  military  order,  fix 
chapels  and  fix  hofpitals.  Here  is  alfo  a  cele- 
brated univerfity  which  has  five  colleges. 

This  city  is  the  fee  of  an  Archbifhop,  whofe 
revenue  is  worth  thirty  thoufand  ducats  per  an- 
num. A  great  variety  of  manufactures  are  car- 
ried on  here,  especially  the  woollen,  lb  that  the 
cloth  made  in  this  city  is  reputed  the  fineft  in 


Spain.  The  filk  manufactures  flourish  likewife 
here,  the  women  and  children  fpinning  it  before 
their  doors. 

Large  quantities  of  wine,  oil,  and  fruit  are 
annually  exported ;  and  the  inhabitants  have 
now  an  eafy,  agreeable  converfation,  without 
any  of  that  ftiffnels  for  which  other  Spaniards 
are  remarkable. 

Alicant  is  fituated  in  this  province,  fixty  miles 
fouth  of  Valencia,  and  the  Same  diftance  north 
of  Carthagena.  It  is  a  famous  city  and  port  in 
the  Mediterranean  :  the  harbour  is  defended  by 
feveral  baftions,  and  the  city,  though  not  Strong, 
is  well  walled,  and  defended  by  a  caftle  built  on 
a  high  rock.  On  the  neighbouring  Shore  ftand 
feveral   watch-towers. 

Alicant,  which  is  well  known  to  the  English, 
for  its  wines  and  fruits,  is  fituated  between  two 
hills,  and,  being  near  the  fea,  has  a  pleafing 
profpect  of  Ships  continually  pafling  to  and  from 
the  Mediterranean.  It  has  a  large  cathedral  de- 
dicated to  St.  Nicholas,  two  parish  churches, 
two  nunneries,  and  fix  convents. 

Carthagena  is  a  city  in  the  province  of  Mur- 
cia,  which  was  built  by  Afdrubal  the  famous 
Carthaginian  general,  two  hundred  twenty-five 
years  before  the  birth  of  Chrift,  and  lies  on  the 
fide  of  a  hill,  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Guadu- 
lantin,  which  forms  a  fine  bay  in  the  Me- 
diterranean :  it  has  four  monafteries,  and  two 
convents  of  nuns,  though  it  confifts  but  of  one 
parifh,  and  contains  only  twelve  hundred  in- 
habitants. 

Let  us  now  furvey  the  city  of  Malaga,  in  the 
province  of  Grenada,  which  is  alfo  pleafantly 
fituated  on  the  coaft  of  the  Mediterranean,  and 
has  one  of  the  beft  roads  in  all  thofe  parts,  into 
which  extends  a  fine  mole,  five  hundred  and 
thirty  paces  long,  and  twenty  broad,  with  Stairs, 
for  taking  water,  and  a  chapel  for  the  fea-faring 
people. 

The  city  is  large,  of  a  circular  form,  and  is 
lurrounded  by  a  double  wall,  that  has  nine  gates, 
and  feveral  towers.  It  is  likewise  defended  by 
two  caftles,  one  at  the  top  and  the  other  at  the 
foot  of  a  fteep  mountain,  at  the  bottom  of  which 
the  town  is  fituated.  On  one  fide  the  lea  wafhes 
its  walls,  and  on  the  other  runs  the  Guadalme- 
dina,  over  which  is  a  Strong  bridge. 

The  adjacent  grounds  are  covered  with  vines, 
and  with  a  great  variety  of  fruit-trees  •,  and 
great  quantities  of  wine,  raifins,  almonds,  figs, 
lemons,  oranges  and  other  fruits  are  exported 
from  thence. 

Westward  of  Malaga  is  Cadiz,  (the  celebrat- 
ed Gadir  or  Gades  of  the  ancients,)  fituated  in 
the  fame  province,  on  the  north-wclt  extremity 
of  a  long  neck  of  land  in  an  ifland,  which  is  join- 
ed to  the  main  land  by  the  bridge  of  Suaco  •,  botli 
extremities  of  which  are  defended  by  Strong 
works.. 

The  ifland  on  which  Cadiz  ftands,  together 
with  the  oppofite  Snore,  forms  a  bay  twelve 
miles  long,  and  about  fix  broad  :  near  the  mid- 
dle of  this  bay  are  two  points  of  land,  one  on 
the  continent  and  the  other  on  the  ifland,  five 
hundred  fathoms  afunder,  on  which  are  the 
forts  Puntal  and  Matagorda,  that  command  the 
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pafTage  :  within  thefe  points  is  a  large  and  good 
harbour,  which  no  enemy  can  enter,  till  they 
have  firft  made  themfelves  mafters  of  the  Forts. 
In  the  year  1596,  the  Englifh  forces  com- 
manded by  the  Earl  of  Effex  landing  in  the 
illand,  took  and  burnt  the  town,  after  they  had 
plundered  it  of  irnmenfe  treafures,  and  deftroy- 
ed  the  galleons  in  the  harbour. 

The  city  contains  about  live  thoufand  houles, 
and  fifteen  thoufand  inhabitants,  and  being  the 
centre  of  all  the  American  trade,  the  galleons 
there  take  in  their  lading,  and  return  with  the 
treafures  and  rich  merchandizes  of  .Peru  and 
Mexico. 

Cadiz  is  furrounded  with  walls  and  baftions, 
but  its  greateft  ftrength  arifes  from  the  fteepnefs 
of  itscoaft,  its  rocks  and  fand-banks. 

To  the  north  of  Cadiz,  at  the  diftance  of  a 
few  leagues,  lies  Seville,  (the  Hifpal  of  the  an- 
cients) lituated  in  a  fertile  country  on  the  river 
Guadalquiver,  over  which  there  is  a  ftrong 
bridge  of  feven teen  boats,  by  which  the  city  has 
a  communication  with  a  large  fuburb  on  the 
other  fide,  called  Triana,  where  there  is  an  in- 
quifition. 

The  circumference  of  the  city,  including  the 
fuburbs,  is  fourteen  miles  ;  but  the  wall  is  only 
eight.  It  is  a  pretty  ftrong  place,  and  has  fif- 
teen gates,  and  a  hundred  and  fixty-fix  towers. 
The  number  of  inhabitants  are  reckoned  to  be 
three  hundred  thoufand. 

The  cathedral  is  a  large  building,  partly  in 
'*he  gothic  and  partly  in  the  mortfco  tafte,  and 
its  fteeple  may  be  afcended  to  the  top  by  planes 
gently  inclining.  Along  the  river  are  commo- 
dious quays,  where  veflels  of  large  burthen  may 
lie  infafety.  The  palaces  of  the  archbifhop,  the 
viceroy,  and  the  antique  palace  built  by  the 
Moors,  are  large  ilructures.  Here  is  an  uni- 
verlity,  in  which  the  ftudents  are  very  numer- 
ous, and  alio  an  ancient  aqueduct. 

Meat,  bread,  wine,  and  all  other  commodities 
are  exceedingly  dear  in  this  city,  except  olives 
and  pomegranates,  which  are  bette/  here  than 
in  any  part  of  Spain. 

The  laft  place  of  importance  we  fhall  mention 
is  Gibraltar,  (the  Calpe  of  the  ancients)  a  famous 
port  town  and  fortrefs  of  Andalufia. 

The  town,  which  is  neither  large  nor  hand- 
fome,  ftands  at  the  foot  of  mount  Calpe,  about 
fixteen  miles  north  of  Ceuta  in  Africa.  It  is 
built  upon  a  rock,  in  a  peninfula,  and  is  accef- 
fible  only  on  the  land  fide,  by  a  narrow  paffage 
between  the  rock  and  the  fea,  acrofs  which  the 
Spaniards  have  drawn  a  fortified  line,  chiefly 
with  a  view  to  hinder  the  garrifon  of  Gibraltar 
from  having  any  intercourfe  with  the  country  be- 
hind them.  A  bulwark  properly  fortified  and 
planted  with  guns,  fecures  the  harbour  of  Gi- 
braltar. 

As  the  peninfula  upon  which  the  fortrefs  of 
Gibraltar  is  built  commands  the  ftreight  of  the 
fame  narhe  at  tiie  entrance  of  the  Mediterranean, 
it  has  been  juftly  confidered  as  a  place  of  great 
importance. 

It  was  taken  in  1 704,  in  two  days,  by  a  com- 
bined fleet  of  Englifh  and  Dutch  mips  under  the 
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command  of  Sir  George  Rooke  :  but  the  fame 
year  the  Spaniards  attempted  its  recovery,  at 
which  time  it  ftOod  out  a  memorrble  fiege,  in 
which  between  four  and  five  hundred  of  the  ene- 
my having  crept  up  the  rock  that  covers  the 
town,  were  the  next  morning  driven  down  head- 
long :  after  which,  by  the  treaty  of  Utrecht, 
in  1 7 13,  it  was  ceded  to  the  Englifh. 

In  the  year  1727,  the  Spaniards  made  a  new 
attempt  with  a  powerful  army  •,  but  were  at  laft 
obliged  to  raife  the  fiege,  after  lying  before  it 
feveral  months,  and  even  endeavouring  to  blow 
up  the  rock,  which  they  found  to  be  impracti- 
cable ;  fo  that  it  ftill  belongs  to  the  Engliftu 

The  principal  cities  of  Spain  being  defcribed, 
it  will  be  proper  to  mention  the  manners  and 
cuftoms  of  the  inhabitants  in  general. 

Notwithftanding  a  great  part  of  the  country 
is  fo  extremely  fertile  as  to  be  capable  of  afford- 
ing all  the  conveniences  and  luxuries  of  life  in 
the  utmoft  profufion,  yet  it  is  but  thinly  peo- 
pled. This  is  owing  to  the  expulfion  of  the 
Moors  about  two  hundred  years  ago  ;  to  the 
great  numbers  who  have  left,  and  are  (till  leav- 
ing their  native  country  to  fettle  in  America,  and 
to  the  religious  bigotry  of  the  people,  and  the 
terrors  of  theinquifition,  which  deters  foreigners 
from  fettling  among  them,  and  occafions  a  great 
number  of  perfons  of  both  fexes  to  be  fhut  up  in 
convents. 

Hence  it  can  be  no  wonder  that  moil  places 
are  very  thin  of  people,  and  that  there  are  in 
this  country  vaft  tracts  almoft  defolate.  Thus 
in  all  towns,  efpecially  thofe  in  the  fouth  and 
weft  parts,  the  ruins  of  many  houfes  are  to  be 
feen. 

The  behaviour  of  the  Spaniards  is  grave  and 
folemn  :  they  are  always  dreffed  in  a  fhort  cloak 
and  coat,  and  appear  abroad  with  a  long  fword, 
curled  whifkers,  and  a  pair  of  fpectacles.  Pride 
of  birth  is  no  were  carried  to  fo  great  and  ridicu- 
lous a  height  ;  and  the  infinuation  that  a  man 
defcended  from  the  Moors, 


is 


who  a  few  ages 


ago  inhabited  the  greateft  part  of  the  country,  is 
fufficient  to  make  him  ftab  the  flanderer,  or  pro- 
cure his  being  privately  affaninated. 

This  pride,  added  to  the  indolence  of  the  peo- 
ple, has  prevented  the  arts  being  carried  to  the 
fame  perfection  in  Spain  as  in  the  reft  of  Europe  j 
and  their  being  obliged  to  the  labourers  and  ar- 
tificers of  other  nations  for  fupplyingthemfelves 
with  fuch  commodities  as  they  might  eafily  pro» 
cure  by  their  own  induftry.  Hence  all  the  mines 
of  Peru  and  Mexico  could  never  enrich  them. 

In  general  they  are  too  much  given  to  women, 
and  their  jealoufy,  where  either  their  wife, 
daughter,  filter,  or  even  miftrefsis  concerned,  fel- 
dom  fails  to  end  in  bloodfhed  •,  for  they  think 
no  means  too  bafe,  violent,  or  unjuft,  to  gratify 
their  revenge,  or  to  wipe  off  any  ftain  that  is 
caft  upon  their  honour. 

They  affect  an  haughty  air  with  thofe  with 
whom  they  are  unacquainted  •,  but  to  thofe  with 
whom  they  are  intimate  no  people  on  earth  are 
more  courteous. 

Ancient  opinions  have   a  great  influence  on 


the  Spaniards,  and   the  difcouragement 
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to  printing  has  retarded  the  dawn  of  true  fei- 
ence  ;  but  it  begins  to  appear  •,  philofophy  has 
begun  to  (hew  itfelf  in  Spain,  and  the  mechanic 
arts  are  lefs  defpifed  than  they  were  formerly. 


The  moft  amiable  part  of  their  chara&er  is  their 
honefty  and  fidelity  to  their  engagements,  for 
which  they  have  been  famous  for  many  gene- 
rations. 


CHAP.       II. 

Account  of  Portugal  in  general;  the  produce  of  the  country,  and  the  manners  and  cujloms  of 
its  inhabitants  ;  a  description  of  the  cities  of  Lijbon,  St*  Ubes,  Oporto,  Coimbra,  Santareim* 
Portalegre,  and  E/vas. 


THE  kingdom  of  Portugal  lies  to  the  weft 
of  Spain,  from  which  it  is  feperated  on 
the  north  and  eafl  by  the  river  Minho, 
fome  fmaller  rivers  and  hills  ;  on  the  fouth  and 
weft  it  is  wafhed  by  the  fca.  Its  whole  length 
from  north  to  fouth  is  about  three  hundred  miles, 
and  its  greateft  breadth,  from  eaiV  to  weft,  one 
hundred  and  twenty. 

The  climate  of  Portugal  is  the  fame  with 
Spain,  and  like  that  country  it  is  very  moun- 
tainous •,  but  the  foil  in  general  is  worfe,  and 
never  produces  corn  fufficient  for  the  fupport 
of  its  inhabitants  ;  and  of  wheat,  in  particular, 
there  is  a  great  deficiency. 

As  pafturage  is  always  fcarce  in  the  fou|hern 
parts,  the  cattle  are  confequently  fmall  and  lean, 
but  their  flefti  is  generally  well  tafted. 

To  make  amends  for  the  want  of  corn  and 
pafture-grounds,  Portugal  produces  vaft  quan- 
ties  of  wine,  which  is  in  fadt  the  belt  commodity 
in  the  kingdom. 

Oil  is  alfo  made  here  in  great  abundance,  but 
it  is  inferior  to  that  of  Spain  and  Italy.  Oranges 
and  lemons  likewife  grow  here,  and  are  export- 
ed in  great  quantities,  though  the  acidnefs  of  the 
latter  is  not  near  fo  pleafant,  as  thofe  that  come 
from  Seville ;  nor  indeed  are  their  raifins,  figs, 
almonds  and  chefnuts  either  fo  large,  or  fo  well 
tafted  as  thofe  of  Spain.  However,  their  fweet 
oranges,  which  they  have  introduced  from  Chi- 
na, and  are  thence  called  China  oranges,  are  fu- 
perior  to  any  other  in  Europe. 

In  general  the  herbs  and  flowers  of  all  forts 
are  here  very  good,  and  abundance  of  perfumed 
waters  are  diftilled  from  thofe  of  the  odorifer- 
ous kind,  which  are  here  in  great  requeft,  being 
ufed  in  almoft  every  thing  that  is  eat,  drank,  or 
worn. 

Portugal  produces  great  quantities  of  ala- 
bafter,  white  marble,  allum,  and  fait,  of  which 
laft  article  great  quantities  are  exported  from  the 
port  of  Setual. 

The  woollen  manufactures  of  this  country  are 
fo  coarfe  and  indifferent,  that  they  are  only 
worn  by  the  paoreft  people  •,  and  though  their 
filks  are  much  better,  yet  they  are  far  inferior  in 
beauty  and  goodnefs  to  thofe  made  in  Spain. 

The  kingdom  of  Portugal  is  in  general  well 
peopled,  and  the  inhabitants,  efpecially  thofe  of 
the  fea-port  towns,  are  much  richer  than  the 
Spaniards. 

Though  the  complexion  of  the  Portuguefe 
*omen  is  inclinable  to  the  olive,  yet,  in  general, 


they  are^very  beautiful  while  young  i  but  the  irt- 
difcreet  ufe  of  paint  renders  their  (kins  (hrivelled 
as  with  old  age,  before  they  are  turned  of 
thirty  ;  but  their  eyes  which  in  general  are 
black  and  fparkling,  retain  their  luftre  aftei 
their  other  charms  are  withered.  However,  the 
quick  decay  of  their  beauty  is  in  fome  degree 
recompenfed  by  the  vivacity  of  their  wit,  in 
which  they  are  faid  to  excel  the  women  of  all 
other  nations.  They  are  remarkable  for  their 
modefty,  and  are  extremely  charitable  and  ge- 
nerous. 

The  Portuguefe  in  common,  as  well  9s  the 
Spaniards,  wear  fpedtacles,    as  a  mark  of  age 


and  gravity  •,  for  it 
nations,  tharold 


long 


is  obfervable  of  thefe  two 
age,  with  a  grave  and  folemn 
behaviour,  procure  fuch  refpedt,  that  the  young 
affect  to  imitate  the  gravity  of  the  old. 

The  drefs  of  the  Portuguefe,  like  that  of  the 
Spaniards,  never  ufed  to  vary  till  of  late,  efpe- 
cially among  the  men  ;  and  in  common  they 
ftill  wear  a  clofe  doublet,  wide  breeches,  a  (horti 
cloak,  and  a  long  fword.  Their  garments  are 
either  of  baize,  or  fome  fuch  light  (tuft",  or  of 
filk,  according  to  the  feafon  of  the  year,  and  the 
quality  of  the  wearer. 

The  women  who  <?o  abroad  on  foot  ufe 
veils  that,  cover  their  heads  and  moft  of  their 
bodies,  but  leave  the  face  bare.  When  thofe 
of  quality  go  out  in  their  coaches  or  litters,  they 
wear  fhort  doublets,  long  petticoats  that  cover 
their  feet,  and  fardingals.  Their  hair  hangs 
loofe  in  curls,  and  is  intermingled  with  jewels  ; 
and  fome  wear  a  dagger  by  their  fide  inftead  of 
a  fan. 

Within  doors  their  drefs  is  more  airy,  their 
doublets  (horter  and  open  before,  fo  that  their 
linen  appears  quite  round  the  waift,  as  well  as 
the  bofom.  The  unmarried  women  generally 
appear  in  their  hair,  though  fome  of  them  cover 
it  with  a  fine  fort  of  muflin  or  gauze ;  but  of  late 
years  both  fexes  rather  incline  to  the  French 
fafhions. 

To  fuch  an  extravagant  height  do  the  gran- 
dees and  their  ladies  carry  their  pride  and  ar- 
rogance, that  they  ftand  upon  the  niceft  punc- 
tilios with  refpect  to  rank  and  titles  ;  and  the 
ladies  of  quality  are  even  ferved  on  the  knee  by 
their  maids  and  (laves  -,  indeed  the  women  of 
quality  will  fcarce  be  fpoken  to  by  mean  people 
in  any  other  pofture.  A  degree  of  haughtinefs 
peculiar  to  this  country. 

In  Portugal  the  only  religion  profeffed  is  that 
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of  the  church  of  Rome,  no  other  being  fuffercd, 
or  fcarcely  known  throughout  the  country,  ex- 
cept that  of  the  .Jews,  who  are  here  in  great 
numbers,  though  concealed  ;  for  the  better  to 
cfcape  notice,  they  not  only  go  regularly  to  mafs 
and  confeffion,  but  ftrive  to  outdo  thole  of  the 
Romifh  church  in  their  zeal  for  the  national  re- 
ligion. But  if  any  of  them  are  difcovered,  they 
are  immediately  feized  by  the  officers  of  the  in- 
quifition, when  if  they  will  abjure  Judaifm,  they 
are  only  condemned  to  fuffer  fome  corporal  pu- 
nifhment,  or  public  fhame  ;  but  if  after  being 
converted  and  pardoned,  they  are  found  to  re- 
lapfe  into  Judaifm,  they  are  cruelly  condemned 
to  the  flames,  and  executed  in  a  public  manner, 
with  a  pomp  of  cruelty  that  dilgraces  human  na- 
ture. 

Foreign  Proteflants  who  have  never  embra- 
ced the  Romifh  religion  may  live  here  undifturb- 
ed,  provided  they  neither  offend  the  govern- 
ment, nor  affront  the  eftablifhed  chutch.  The 
inquifition  alfo  punifhes  thofe  who  are  charged 
with  forcery,  witchcraft,  blafphemy,  fodomy, 
and  other  crimes. 

The  chief  cities  of  Portugal,  are  Lifbon, 
St.  Ubes,  Oporto,  Coimbra,  Santareim,  Portale- 
gre,  and  Elvas. 

Lifbon,  which  the  Portuguefe  callLifboa,  the 
metropolis  of  Portugal,  is  fituated  on  the  north 
banks  of  the  Tajo,  or  Tagus,  and  about  ten 
miles  from  the  mouth  of  that  river. 

This  City  is  about  fix  miles  in  length,  and  is 
built  upon  feven  hills,  winding  with  the  river, 
from  which  it  rifes  in  the  form  of  an  amphithea- 
tre. On  one  of  thefe  hills  ftands  a  cattle  that 
commands  the  city,  which  is  furrounded  by  a  wall 
that  has  feventy-leven  towers,  and  before  the 
dreadful  earthquake  on  the  firft  of  November 
1 7 55,  was  faid  to  contain  thirty  thouland  houfes, 
and  one  hundred  and  fifty  thouland  inhabi- 
tants. 

The  ftreets  being  chiefly  in  the  valleys  be- 
tween hills,  are  narrow  and  dirty,  and  the  fides 
of  fome  of  them  are  very  fteep,  which  render 
them  inconvenient  for  coaches,  for  which  reafon 
litters  are  generally  ufed. 

The  houfes  of  the  citizens  are  in  general  mean, 
with  lattice  windows  ;  but  thofe  of  the  nobility- 
are  elegantly  built  of  ftone,  and  have  large  gar- 
dens. 

There  are  likewife  feveral  handfome  fquares, 
the  fineft  of  which,  called  the  Rofea,  had  the 
office  of  inquifition  at  the  upper  end,  and  alfo 
St.  Dominic's  church,  which  belonged  to  that 
office,  where  the  Jews,  with  the  fuppofed  here- 
tics and  witches,  were  tried  before  the  king  and 
nobility. 

This  was  one  of  the  largeft  and  moft  beautiful 
churches  in  Lifbon  ;  the  weft  end  of  it  was  co- 
vered with  pictures  of  the  heads  of  thofe  who 
were  executed,  taken  from  the  life  and  placed 
in  rows  : — what  horrid  furniture  was  this  for  a 
church  ! — but  the  effecls  of  fuperftition  will  be 
always  as  ridiculous  as  they  are  cruel ! 

Adjoining  to  this  edifice  was  a  large  convent 
of  Dominican  Friars.  Near  this  fquare  was 
another  fine  one  called  Terreira  de  PafTo,  in 


which  was  the  King's  palace,  a  large  and  corrl- 
modious  building,  which  took  up  one  fide  of  it* 
and  the  cuftom-houfe,  corn-market,  and  meat- 
market  were  on  the  others. 

Large  fleets  of  fhips  lying  in  the  harbour,  and 
others  continually  failing  in  and  out  might  be 
leen  from  the  palace. 

In  this  fquare  they  hold  their  bull-baitings, 
the  diverfions  of  the  great,  at  which  all  perfons 
of  diftinction  affemble  ;  and  here  the  officers  of 
thein  quifition  celebrate  the  Auto  de  fe,  on  which 
occafion  feveral  perfons  of  a  different  perfuafion 
from  that  of  the  Romifh  church  are  annually 
burnt  alive,  to  the  difgrace  of  religioh  and  hu- 
manity, in  fight  of  che  king,  queen,  and  the 
whole  court  •,  and  both  gentlemen  and  ladies  of 
the  greateft  quality  are  taught  to  rejoice^  and  to 
fhew  a  barbarous  pleafure  at  the  fight  of  thefe 
deteftable  proceedings. 

There  were,  exclufive  of  the  cathedral,  thirty 
feven  parifh  churches,  with  twenty -three  mona- 
fteries  and  convents  for  monks  anu  nuns,  which 
were  generally  handfome  ftructures,  nl-hlV  adorn- 
ed within. 

The  cathedral  in  particular  is  a  vaft  edifice, 
but  heavy,  clumfy,  and  of  the  Gothic  tafic  ;  yet 
as  it  ftands  upon  one  of  the  feven  hills,  it  at  a 
proper  diftance  affords  a  moft  noble  profpedh 
However,  what  it  wants  in  elegance  and  b<  at  ,- 
on  the  outfide,  is  amply  made  up  by  the  rich- 
nefsof  its  ornamentswithin,  asftatues,  paintings, 
and  utenfils  of  gold  and  fiiver  enriched  With  the 
moft  coftly  gems. 

Among  the  many  noble  hofpitals  in  this  city, 
is  the  celebrated  houfe  of  mercy,  which  not  only 
conftantly  breeds  up  fixty  boys,  and  porti'  ns 
out  one  hundred  and  fourteen  maidens  ;  bul 
diftributes  an  incredible  number  of  other  chari- 
ties, fuch  as  relieving  prifoners  for  debt,  main* 
taini-ng  decayed  perfons  that  cannot  beg,  and 
affifting  families  which  are  afhamed  to  let  their 
wants  be  publicly  known. 

The  Great  Hoipital  is  obliged  to  re- 
ceive all  perfons  of  whatever  nation  or  religi- 
on ;  nor  is  this  charity  confined  to  the  fick,  of 
to  fuch  as  meet  with  cafual  misfortunes,  but  ex- 
tends to  foundlings,  ideots  and  lunatics. 

Before  the  great  earthquake,  the  city  of  Lif- 
bon afforded  a  noble  profpect,  when  viewed 
from  the  river,  on  account  of  the  gradual  afcent 
of  the  buildings. 

From  the  town  is  likewife  a  very  fine  profpecT: 
of  the  river,  which  is  three  miles  over,  and  filj 
led  with  fhips  from  all  the  nations  of  Europe  ; 
and  farther  ftill  the  eye  is  charmed  with  a  diftant 
view  of  a  fine  country  moft  agreeably  mixed 
with  towns  and  villages. 

But  the  abovementioned  earthquake,  which 
happened  about  ten  in  the  morning  of  the  firft 
of  November  1755,  laid  the  fineft  buddings  of 
Lifbon  in  ruins,  and  reduced  that  city  to  a  fcene 
of  the  moft  terrible  defolation. 

To  complete  the  public  diftrefs,  a  fire  foon 
after  broke  out  and  fpread  among  the  ruins  3 
and  by  thefe  driafters,  the  king's  palace,  the 
cuftom  houfe,  St.  Dominic's  church,  that  of 
St.  Nicholas,  and   many    others,   were    either 
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thrown  down  or  confumed,  together  with  a 
great  number  of  private  houfes  :  but  happily 
fome  whole  ftreets  were  left  entirely  ftanding. 

About  twenty-one  miles  below  .Lifbon  is  the 
port  of  St.  Ubes,  or  rather  Setubal,  as  it  is  cal- 
led by  the  Portuguese.  This  city  was  the  Cas- 
tobriga  of  the  Romans  ;  it  is  fituated  on  a  ipa- 
cious  bay  clofe  to  the  ocean,  and  is  much  re- 
ferred to  by  molt  northern  nations  on  account  of 
the  vail  quantities  of  fait  annually  made  there. 
The  town  has  a  ftrong  wall,  thirteen  gates,  many 
towers,  and  fome  other  out-works  and  fortifica- 
tions. On  the  fea-fide  are  two  forts  or  caftles, 
one  an  old  one,  and  the  other  of  modern  con- 
ftruclion. 

The  inhabitants  are  faid  to  be  about  three 
thoufand,  and  the  city  has  four  parifh  churches, 
three  monafteries,  two  nunneries,  five  chapels,  a 
houfe  of  mercy,  two  hofpitals,  and  two  conduits, 
to  which  the  water  is  brought  from  a  good  dif- 
tance  by  a  ftately  Roman  aqueduct,  fupported 
on  a  great  number  of  arches.  This  city  is  one 
of  the  moft  flourifhing  places  in  the  kingdom  ; 
but  it  fuffered  very  gready  in  the  earthquake 
that  was  fo  fatal  to  Lifbon.. 

Oporto,  or  Porto,,  is  a  fea-port  on  the  north 
fide  of  the  Duero,  about  three  miles  from  the 
fea,  and  is  fituated  on  an  uneven  rocky  ground, 
that  river  waffling  its  walls.  The  harbour  is  fafe 
againft  all  winds  j  but  when  the  floods  come 
down,  no  anchor  can  hold  the  fhips,  at  which 
times  they  are  forced  to  fallen  them  to  each 
other  along  the  walls,  to  avoid  the  fury  of  the 
torrent. 

The  ftreets  of  the  city  are  narrow  and  irregu- 
lar, but  well  paved  ;  the'natural  rock  in  fome 
places  forming  part  of  the  pavement.  The 
edifices  are  of  the  ancient  kind,  but  handfomely 
built  with  ftone.  The  churches  are  ftately,  and 
fome  even  magnificent,  particularly  the  cathe- 
dral. 

There  are  here  five  parifh  churches,  nine  mo- 
nafteries, four  nunneries,  eight  chapels,  a  houfe 
of  mercy  for  relieving  the  diftreffed,  and  four 
hofpitals.  The  number  of  inhabitants  is  about 
four  thoufand. 

Coimbra  is  a  very  ancient  city,  pleafantly  fi- 
tuated on  the  north  fide  of  the  river  Mundega, 
over  which  it  has  a  good  bridge  of  twenty-nine 
arches.  The  walls  of  the  city  are  lofty,  and 
have  four  handfome  gates,,  adorned  with  many 
towers  and  turrets,  and  the  buildings  are  ftately 
though  ancient,  efpecially  the  palace,  which  ftill 
retains  fome  marks  of  its  former  fplendor. 

This  city  is  inhabited  by  about  five  thoufand 
families,  and  has  feven  parifh  churches,  and  five 
monafteries,  one  of  which,  called  the  convent  of 
St.  Cruz,  or  of  the  Holy  Crofs,  is  a  large  and 
noble  ftructure,  and  inhabited  by  none  but  no- 
blemen, who  embrace  the  order  of  St.  Auguftin. 


Here  are  likewife  five  nunneries,  a  houfe  of 
mercy,  a  noble  hofpital,  and  an  univerfity,  which 
fometimes  contains  three  thoufand  ftudents,  and 
is  the  moll  celebrated  feminary  of  learning  in 
the  whole  kingdom. 

Satareim,  or  Santerein,  (a  corruption  from 
St.  Irene)  is  a  very  ancient  city  fituated  on  a 
very  high  hill  clofe  by  the  Tagus.  On  the  fouth 
fide  it  has  a  deep  valley,  with  a  fteep  winding 
afce.it  from  the  town,  and  on  the  north  is  a'  crag- 
'■  gy  folid  rock  altogether  inacceffible,  from  which 
the  ancient  Moorilh  inhabitants  ufed  to  precipi- 
tate their  ftate  prifoners :  but  on  the  weft  it 
faces  a  delightful  plain  covered  with  gardens, 
orchards,  and  fertile  fields,  that  produce  vaft 
quantities  of  corn,  oil,  and  a  variety  of 
fruits. 

The  walls  of  the  palace  are  ftrong,  though- 
very  old..  There  are  here  thirteen  parifh  churches, 
one  of  them  collegiate  •,  feven  monafteries,  two 
nunneries,  fevtral  chapels,  two  hofpitals,  and  a 
houfe  of  mercy.  The  inhabitants,  who  amount 
to  about  three  thoufand,  carry  on  a  confiderable 
trade  on  the  river,  and  are  a  polite,  warlike,, 
and  induftrious  people. 

Portalegre  is  feated  on  the  fide  of  a  high 
mountain,  in  the  province  of  Alentejor  and  rs 
well  walled,  and  defended  by  eight  ftrong  tow- 
ers, and  an  old  caftle.  It  has  eight  handfome 
gates,  and  is  fupplied  with  water  by  ten  foua- 
tains,  one  of  which  flows  out  of  nine  mouths 
with  a  perpetual  ftream. 

The  inhabitants,  who  carry  on  a  woollen  ma* 
nufafture,  though  of  a  mean  fort,  amount  to 
about  three  thoufand,  who  aie  divided  into  five 
parifhes  :  and  here  are  three  monafteries,  two 
nunneries,  nine  chapels,  a  houfe  of  mercy,  and 
one  hofpital. 

The  laft  place  of  importance  we  (hall  mention 
in  this  kingdom,  is  Elvas,  which  is  fix  miles 
from  the  river  Coa,  that  divides  Spain  from  Por- 
tugal. It  was  an  ancient  city  of  the  Helvi,  and; 
from  the  number  of  infcriptions  ftill  to  be  found 
there,  it  appears  to  have  been  a  confiderable 
place  under  the  Romans. 

The  adjacent  country  is  very  pleafant  and  fer- 
tile, and  in  particular  produces  abundance  of 
oil.  The  city  has  a  double  wall,  with  a  num- 
ber of  towers  and  a  ftrong  caftle.  It  may  be 
juftly  efteemed  the  ftrongeft  fortrefs  in  all  Por- 
tugal, having  feven  baftions,  befides  demi-baf- 
tions,  and  half  moons. 

There  is  here  a  cathedral,  fourparifh  churches, 
three  monafteries,  two  nunneries,  thirteen  cha- 
pels, two  holpitals,  and  a  houfe  of  mercy. 

At  a  fmall  difiance  are  the  remains  of  a  noble 
aqueduct,  above  ten  miles  in  length,  and  of  a 
great  height ;  efpecially  in  fome  places,  where 
the  ground  runs  low,  it  has  no  lefs  than  four, 
arches,  one  over  the  other, 
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Account  of  the  foil,  climate,  and  produce  of  the  country  ;  of  its  beajls,  birds,  fifties  aud  mines  •„ 
of  the  manners  and  cuftoms  of  the  inhabitants;  of  the  cities  of  Stockholm,  Vpfal,  and  Lunden  i 
-  account  of  the  Political  conftitution  of  Sweden. 
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SWEDEN  is  a  very  extenfive  country, 
bounded  by  Lapland  on  the  north,  by 
Denmark  and  Norway  to  the  weft,  by  the 
dominions  of  Ruffia  towards  the  eaft,  and  by  the 
Baltic  Sea  towards  the  fouth. 

There  are  a  large. number  of  barren  moun- 
tains difperfed  over  the  country,  from  which 
fall  innumerable  rivers,  or  rather  torrents,  few 
of  which  are  navigable,  on  account  of  die  rocks 
and  catara&s  that  obftruct  their  pailage  ;  and 
thefe  form  many  great  lakes,  fome  of  which  are 
of  confiderable  extent:  if  therefore  abatements 
be  made  for  the  barren  mountains,  the  large 
lakes,  woods,  heaths,  and  marines  with  which 
this  country  abounds,  the  habitable  part  will 
appear  to  be  very  fmall. 

One  of  thefe  lakes,  named  Fetter,  is  very  re- 
markable. It  feperates  eaft  and  weft 'Gothland, 
extending  above  eighty  miles  from  north  to  fouth, 
and  is  about  eighteen  broad  in  the  middle.  Its 
water  is  very  clear,  and  in  ibme  places  fo  deep 
as  not  to  be  founded  with  a  line  of  three  hundred 
fathoms. 

This  lake  has  but  few  iflands,  and  is  of- 
ten difturbed  by  ftorms,  which  fometim'es  be- 
gin fo  fuddenly,  that  the  furface  is  agitated  be- 
fore the  leaft  breath  of  wind  is  perceived  ; 
fo  that  the  caufe  feems  to  proceed  from  the 
bottom  of  the  v/ater  ;  and  it  is  not  unufual  for 
boats  in  one  part  of  the  lake  to  be  toffed 
by  a  ftorm,  while  others  at  a  little  diftance 
are  in  a  perfect  calm. 

Immediately  before  a  ftorm,  while  the  fky  is 
yet  clear,  a  noife  refembling  thunder  is  heard  in 
the  lake,  which  Dr.  Hearne  tells  us  he  had  of- 
ten heard,  and  it  was  always  followed  by  a  tem- 
peft.  The  inhabitants  of  Vifingfoe,  an  ifland  in 
the  middle  of  the  lake,  are  more  fenfible  of  this 
N°  XLVI.  •  6  X 


than  any  others ;  for  from  that  part  of  the  ifland 
whence  the  wind  will  blow,  they  hear  a  confuled 
noife  like  the  firing  of  cannon  ;  which,  whert 
heard  in  the  eaft  is  generally  followed  by  hail 
and  rain. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  but  all  this  is  owing 
to  fubterraneous  winds,  and  to  thefe,  together 
with  thofe  from  above,  may  be  attributed  the 
fudden  cracking  of  the  ice  in  the  fpring,  which, 
one  minute,  is  ftrong  enough  to  bear  horfes  and 
fledges,  and,  the  next,  is  broken  to  pieces. 

A  ftrange  noife  in  the  waters,  which  precedes 
this  fudden  eruption,  warns  travellers  to  make 
the  beft  of  their  way  ;  but  thofe  who  happen  to 
be  at  a  confiderable  diftance  from  land  are  imme- 
diately drowned,  or  float  upon  fhoals  of  ice  till 
they  meet  with  relief ;  and  what  is  ftill  more 
dangerous,  the  ice,  with  the  leaft  blaft  of  wind, 
fometimes  finks  to  the  bottom. 

The  violent  under  currents  obferved  in  this 
lake  are  alfo  very  furprifing,  which  directly  op- 
pofing  the  winds  and  waves,  give  the  fifhermen 
a  great  deal  of  trouble.  From  thefe,  as  well  as 
from  its  unfathomable  depth,  and  fubterraneous 
winds,  it  is  fuppoled  to  have  a  communication 
under  ground  with  another  lake  called  Venner, 
about  forty  miles  to  the  weftward. 

We  have  already  obferved  that  cataracts  are 
frequent  in  the  rivers  of  Sweden  •,  but  the  moft 
famous  of  thefe  is  within  a  few  leagues  of  Got- 
tenburg,  where  a  river,  which  iflues  from  the 
lake  Vennea,  falls  down  a  prodigious  high  pre- 
cipice into  a  deep  pit,  with  a  terrible  noife,  and 
with  fuch  violence,  that  large  malts  which  are 
floated  down  the  river  to  Gottenburg,  if  they 
pitch  end-ways  frequently  dive  fo  far  under  wa- 
ter, that  fome  aie  faid  to  be  half  an  hour,  others 
three  quarters,  and  fome  a  whole  hour  or  more, 
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before  they  rife  up  again  to  the  furface.  Many 
attempts  have  been  made  to  found  the  depth  of 
this  hole,  with  lines  of  feveral  hundred  fathoms, 
but  hitherto  without  fuccefs. 

In  places  where  the  foil  of  Sweden  is  capable 
of  cultivation,  it  is  tolerably  fruitful,  though 
feldom  above  half  a  foot  deep,  and  therefore  is 
frequently  plowed  by  an  ox  who  is  attended  by 
a  young  woman.  In  fact,  the  land  is  generally 
beft  where  there  is  leaft  of  it,  that  is,  in  the 
little  fpaces  between  the  rock  •,  and  frequently 
the  barren  land  being  enriched  by  the  afhes  of 
trees  burnt  on  the  places  where  they  grow,  and 
the  feed  raked  among  the  afhes,  produces  a  plen- 
tiful crop,  without  farther  cultivation. 

However,  the  country  does  not  produce  corn 
fufficient  for  the  fupport  of  the  inhabitants,  who 
are  obliged  to  import  large  quantities  from  Li- 
vonia, and  the  parts  of  Germany  bordering  on 
the  Baltic  Sea  •,  and  in  many  places  the  poor  are 
frequently  obliged  to  live  on  bread  made  of  the 
bark  of  the  birch  trees,  ground  and  mixed  with 
flour. 

As  in  this  northern  climate  the  winter  com- 
monly begins  very  early  •,  fo  it  is  no  fooner  end- 
ed than  it  is  immediately  fucceeded  by  iummer; 
and  the  fruits  of  the  earth  grow  much  fafter 
here  than  in  more  fouthern  countries. 

The  heat  in  fummer  is  faid  to  be  fometimes  fo 
intenfe  as  to  let  the  woods  in  a  flame,  which 
fpreads  many  leagues,  and  can  fcarcely  be  flop- 
ped, till  it  meets  with  fome  lake  or  very  large 
plain  :  but  it  is  not  improbable  that  thefe  con- 
flagrations may  be  occalioned  by  the  carelefs- 
nefs  of  thofe  who  burn  the  woods,  in  order  to 
enrich  the  land  with  the  allies,  and  which  being 
now  contrary  to  law,  they  may  perhaps  by  this 
pretence  fcreen  themfelves  from  fuffering  the 
penalty. 

During  the  fummer,  which  lafts  about  three 
months,  the  fields  are  cloathed  with  a  variety  of 
flowers,  and  the  whole  country  is  overfpread 
with  ftrawberries,  rafberries,  bilberries,  and  the 
like,  which  grow  upon  every  rock. 

In  their  gardens,  melons  are  in  dry  years 
brought  to  perfection  •,  but  apricots,  peaches, 
and  other  wall  fruit,  are  almoft  as  fcarce  as  o- 
ranges.  They  have  cherries  of  feveral  forts, 
and  fome  tolerably  good,  which  cannot  be  faid 
of  their  apples,  pears  and  plums,  which  are 
neither  common  nor  well  tafted  :  but  they  have 
plenty  of  all  kinds  of  roots,  from  which  the  in- 
habitants derive  great  part  of  their  nourifh- 
tnent. 

At  Stockholm,  in  the  middle  of  fummer,  the 
fun  is  eighteen  hour.';  and  a  half  above  the  ho- 
rizon, and'  for  fome  weeks  affords  a  continual 
day. 

The  days,  in  the  middle  of  winter,  are  pro- 
portionably  fhort,  the  fun  being  up  only  five 
hours  and  a  half  ;  but  the  abicnce  of  that  great 
luminary  is  Supplied  by  the  moon,  the  whitenefs 
of  the  fnow,  and  the  clearnefs  of  the  fky,  fo  that 
travelling  by  night  is  as  ulual  as  by  day  •,  and 
journeys  are  as  frequently  begun  in  the  evening 
as  in  the  morning. 

The  want  of  the  fun's  heat  is  repaired  by 
{loves  within  doors,  and  wsum  furs  abroad}  in- 


ftead  of  which  the  meaner  fort  ufe  fheep-fkins 
with  the  wool  on,  and  other  fuch  defences  from 
the  weather  -,  and  are  generally  better  provided 
with  cloathing  fuitable  to  their  condition,  than 
the  common  people  in  the  milder  climates  of 
Europe ;  though  when  any  neglect  or  failure 
happens,  it  ufually  proves  fatal,  and  occaflons 
the  lofs  of  the  nofe,  or  fome  other  member,  and 
fometimes  of  life ;  unlels  the  ufual  remedy  of 
expelling  the  froft  be  applied,  when  it  has  feiz- 
ed  any  part,  which  is  to  remain  in  the  cold,  and 
to  rub  the  part  affected  with  fnow,  till  the  blood 
returns  to  it  again. 

The  cattle,  as  in  other  northern  countries,  are 
generally  fmall,  nor  can  the  breed  be  improved 
by  bringing  in  larger  from  abroad,  for  they  foon 
degenerate-,  becauie  in  fummer  the  grafs  is  much 
leis  nourifhing  than  in  the  places  from  whence 
they  are  brought  •,  and  in  winter  they  are  ufually 
half  ftarved  for  want  of  fodder,  which  often 
falls  fo  very  fhort,  that  the  people  are  obliged 
to  unthatch  the  houies  to  keep  the  cattle  alive. 

The  coarfe  wool  of  their  fhecp  is  only  fit  to 
make  cloathing  for  the  peafants.  However, 
their  horfes,  eipecially  thofe  of  Finland,  are 
hardy,  vigorous,  itrong,  fure -footed,  and  trot 
nimbly,  which  is  of  great  ufe  to  the  people,  on 
account  of  the  length  of  the  winter,  and  the  fit- 
nefs  of  thefe  hoifes  for  fledges,  which  are  their 
only  carriages  in  that  feafon  ;  and  the  foldiers 
even  fay,  that  their  horfes  are  even  able  to  break 
a  body  of  the  beft  German  horfe. 

Elks,  bears,  deer  and  hares  are  hunted  m 
S  weed  en  for  their  flefh  ;  as  art  v.iid-cats,wolves, 
foxes,  &c.  for  their  furs  and  hides. 

The  inhabitants  .hunt  with  Ids  ceremony  than 
is  ufed  in  other  places,  taking  all  advantages  of 
{hooting  the  game,  at  which  they  are  very  dex- 
terous. They  have  but  few  parks,  and  thofe 
meanly  flocked,  the  charge  of  feeding  deer  thro* 
the  winter  exceeding  the  profit.  They  have  no 
rabbits,  but  what  are  brought  from  other  coun- 
tries and  kept  tame.  In  winter  the  hares  turn 
as  white  as  fnow,  and  the  foxes  and  fquirrels  be- 
come grey. 

Fowls,  both  tame  and  wild,  are  extremely 
plenty,  and  very  good,  except  fuch  as  feed  on 
filh.  The  molt  common  are  keders  and  orras, 
the  former  of  the  fize  of  a  turkey,  and  the  other 
of  a  hen  ;  as  alio  partridges,  and  a  bird  fome- 
what  reiembling  them  called  yerpers. 

In  winter,  are  great  numbers  of  fmall  birds, 
as  black- birds,  thrufhes,  and  fydenfewans,  which 
laft  are  of  the  fize  of  fieldfares,  but  better  meat; 
they  are  fuppofed  to  come  from  Lapland,  and 
have  very  beautiful  feathers,  fome  of  which  are 
tipned  with  fcarlet.  They  have  but  few  wood- 
pigeons,  on  account  of  the  hawks,  and  have  no 
houfe-pigeons,  except  fuch  as  are  kept  tair.e. 
In  the  northern  and  delart  parts,  hawks,  eagles, 
and  other  rapacious  fowls  chiefly  abound. 

In  this  country  are  many  lakes,  which  afford 
a  variety  of  fifh,  as  falmon,  pike,  trout,  perch, 
tench,  eels,  and  many  forts  unknown  in  other 
countries,  of  which  the  molt  numerous  is  the 
ftreamling,  a  fifh  lefs  than  the  pilchard,  taken 
in  great  quantities,  falud  in  barrels,  and  diftri- 
buted  all  over  the  country. 

Thefe 
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Thefe  lakes  are  alio  of  great  ufe  for  the  con- 
venience of  carriage  by  boats  in  funimer,  and  in 
fledges  by  v/inter  :  befides,  in  them,  and  on 
the  fea-coaft,  are  almoft  innumerable  iflands  of 
different  fizes,  of  which  there  are  in  Sweden 
above  fix  thoufand  that  are  inhabited  :  the  reft 
are  either  bare  rocks,  or  are  covered  with 
woods. 

Woods  and  forefts  cover  a  great  part  of  this 
country.  The  trees,  which  moftly  confift  of 
birch,  juniper,  pines,  beech,  fir,  alder,  and  a 
few  oaks,  grow  in  nvny  places  almoft  cloie  to- 
gether, and  lying  to  rot  where  they  fall,  the 
woods  are  fcarce  pafiable.  By  this  means,  how- 
ever, fire  wood  is  plentiful  and  cheap,  and  the 
trees  in  general  being  tall  and  {trait,  are  ealily 
converted  into  Timber. 

There  is  in  Sweden  a  filver  mine,  into  which 
the  workmen  are  let  down  in  bafkets  to  the  firft 
floor,  which  is  one  hundred  fathoms  under 
ground.  The  roof  is  as  high  as  a  church,  fup- 
ported  by  vaft  arches  of  oak  :  thence  the  deicent 
is  by  ladders  or  bafkets  to  the  loweft  mine, 
which  is  forty  fathoms  deeper. 

There  is  a  copper  mine  about  eighty  fathoms 
deep,  and  of  great  extent,  which  is  fubject  to 
damage  by  the  failing  in  of  the  roof;  yet  this 
damage  is  fometimes  recompenced  by  the  abun- 
dance of  ore  yeilded  by  the  ruined  pillars.  The 
occafion  of  thefe  falls  is  afcribed  to  throwing  the 
earth  and  ftones  brought  out  of  the  mine  upon 
the  ground  over  it,  by  which  means  the  pillars 
become  overcharged  and  give  way. 

The  copper  annually  made  out  of  this  mine 
amounts  to  the  value  of  about  two  hundred  thou- 
fand pound,  but  the  king  has  a  fourth  part  of 
this  copper. 

In  Sweden  there  are  great  numbers  of  iron 
mines  and  forges,  efpecially  in  the  mountainous 
parts,  where  the  people  have  the  convenience 
of  water-falls  to  turn  their  mills.  Of  this  iron 
there  is  annually  exported  to  the  value  of  three 
fhoufand  pounds,  befides  fufficient  left  to  fupply 
the  country. 

The  people  of  Sweden,  from  their  breathing 
a  healthful,  dry  and  fharp  air,  enjoy  vigorous 
ponftitutions,  which  being  confirmed  by  a  hardy 
education,  coarfe  diet,  and  hard  lodgings,  ena- 
bles them  to  endure  whatever  uneafy  circum- 
ftances  befal  them,  better  than  thole  who  are 
born  in  a  more  moderate  climate,  and  are  brought 
up  with  greater  foftnefs  and  indulgence.  Thus 
they  feern  better  qualified  for  a  life  of  labour 
and  fatigue,  than  for  the  cultivation  of  the 
arts. 

In  general  the  nobili'y  apply  themfelves  to  a 
military  life,  in  which  they  are  more  famous  for 
their  courage,  and  enduring  hardfhips,  than  for 
their  ftratagems.  They  have  a  graceful  de- 
portment, and  make  the  beft  appearance  they 
are  able,  endeavouring  to  gain  refpedt.  by  the 
extraordinary  number  of  their  attendants,  the 
magnificence  of  their  houfes,  and  the  richnefs  of 
their  apparel,  rather  than  by  the  plentifulnefs  of 
their  tables,  or  other  occafions  leis  liable  to  at- 
tract, the  obfervation  of  the  public.  They  fel- 
dom  or  never  accept  of  any  employments  in  the 
church,  or  dcfcend  to  the  practice  of  law  or 


phyfic,  or  the  exercife  of  any  trade. 

The  common  foldiers  endure  cold,  hunger, 
long  marches,  and  fatigue  to  admiration.  The 
peafants,  when  fober,  are  very  obfequious  and 
refpedtful  •,  but  drink  makes  them  mad  and  un- 
governable. Moft  of  them  five  in  a  very  poor 
ftate,  and  are  taught  by  neceffity  to  praciife  fe- 
veral  arts  in  a  rude  manner,  as  making  their 
fhoes,  cloaths,  the  feveral  inftruments  of  hufban- 


they  cannot 


dry,  and  other  necefTaries,  which 
fpare  money  to  purchafe. 

While  the  women  of  Sweden  are  young  they 
have  in  general  fair  complexions,  tolerably  good 
features,  and  are  well  fhaped  ;  they  are  fruitful, 
and  feldom  fail  of  having  a  numerous  ifiue  :  but 
there  are  no  greater  drudges  in  the  world  ;  for 
the  poorer  fort,  befides  the  common  offices  of 
the  lex,  are  put  to  plow  and  thrafh  out  the  corn, 
to  row  in  boats,  and  to  bear  burthens  at  the 
building  of  houfes,  and  on  other  occafions. 

In  this  country  marriages  are  entirely  govern- 
ed by  the  will  of  the  parents,  and  intereft  is  io 
much  confulted,  that  the  inclination  of  the  par- 
ties is  little  regarded.  The  kingdom  is  not  much 
troubled  with  the  extravagancies  of  lovers,  and 
therefore  ftolen  matches  are  hardly  ever  heard 
of ;  nor  can  the  church  give  a  licenfe  to  marry 
without  the  publication  of  the  bans. 

Domeftic  quarrels  feldom  happen,  and  are 
ftill  lefs  frequently  made  public,  the  hufbands 
being  as  apt  to  keep  the  authority  in  their  hands, 
as  the  wives  by  nature,  cuftom  or  neceffity  are 
inclined  to  be  obedient  :  divorces  and  other  fe- 
perations  between  man  and  wife  rarely  happen, 
except  among  the  inferior  fort,  and  then  the  in- 
nocent party  is  permitted  to  marry  again. 

Coufin-germans  are  not  permitted  to  marry 
without  the  king's  difpeniation,  which,  however, 
is  commonly  obtained  without  trouble. 

Their  wedding  entertainments  are  ufually 
more  pompous  and  expenfive  than  the  people 
are  able  to  afford  •,  for  the  extravagance  of  that 
one  day  frequently  involves  them  in  difficulties 
that  laft  many  years.  This  is  likewife  the  cafe 
in  their  funeral  folemnities,  which  are  common- 
ly attended  with  a  kind  of  feafting  and  jollity 
that  is  wholly  unfuitable  to  the  occafion  :  and 
to  gain  time  to  make  the  neceffary  preparations, 
they  fometimes  remove  the  corpie  to  a  vault  in 
or  near  the  church,  where  it  remains  for  a  con- 
fiderable  time  unburied. 

Having  given  this  general  account  of  the 
kingdom  of  Sweden,  we  will  now  defcribe  its 
three  chief  cities,  the  principal  of  which  is 
Stockholm,  which  is  the  capital  of  the  whole 
nation. 

Stockholm  is  fituatcd  on  the  lake  Meller,  near 
the  Baltic.  The  accefs  to  it  by  fea  is  exceed- 
ingly difficult,  from  the  great  number  of  fmall 
iflands  that  lie  before  the  entrance  of  the  har- 
bour, and  fecure  it  from  infults  on  that  fide. 

It  neither  has,  nor  ftands  in  need  of  any  for- 
tifications raifed  by  art  •,  for  it  is  ftrong  by  na-* 
ture,  having  a  dangerous  fea  on  one  fide,  and 
the  lake  Meller  on  the  other,  and  on  the  land 
fide  are  fuch  hills  and  rocks,  that  it  can  only  be 
approached  by  certain  paffes,  which  a  imall 
force  may  defend  againft  a  numerous  army. 

This 
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This  city  is  in  a  manner  the  ftaple  of  Sweden, 
to  which  moft  of  the  goods  which  the  country 
produces  as  iron,  copper,  wire,  pitch,  tar,  malts, 
deals,  &c.  are  brought  to  be  exported. 

The  greateft  part  of  the  commodities  import- 
ed from  abroad  come  to  this  port,  where  the 
haven,  though  difficult  of  entrance,  is  capable 
of  holding  one  thoufand  fhips,  and  thofe  of  the 
largeft  fize  lie  dole  to  the  quay,  which  is  near  an 
Englifh  mile  in  length,  where  they  are  fo  fe- 
cure  from  the  wind,  that  they  need  neither  an- 
chors nor  cables  to  hold  them. 

However,  during  four  or  five  months  in  the 
year  the  harbour  is  blocked  up  by  the  ice  •,  and 
the  different  winds  necelTary  to  carry  out  a  fleet 
require  a  great  deal  of  time,  and  there  is  no  tide 
to  help  them,  fo  that  the  whole  coafl  might  be 
deilroyed  by  an  enemy  before  the  Swedes  could 
put  to  fea  ;  for  which  reaibn  the  royal  navy  is 
always  ftationed  at  Carelfcroon. 

The  city  extends  over  the  whole  ifland  of 
Stockholm,  which  is  only  about  a  mile  and  a 
half  in  circumference-,  but  it  is  rendered  a  con- 
fiderable  place  by  the  fuburbs  on  the  continent, 
and  the  buildings  on  the  other  iflands. 

About  three  hundred  years  ago  Stockholm 
was  nothing  more  than  a  barren  iiland,  with  two 
or  three  cottages  of  fifhermen  on  it  •,  but  upon 
the  building  a  caftle  on  it,  to  flop  the  inroads  of 
the  Ruffians,  and  the  removal  of  the  court  thi- 
ther, it  by  degrees  furpaffed  the  more  ancient 
cities,  and  has  now  all  that  is  necefTary  to  render 
it  one  of  the  fined  cities  in  the  north  of  Europe  : 
for  befides  the  iiland  of  Stockholm,  there  are  five 
other  lmall  iflands  built  upon,  and  ioined  to  it 
by  bridges :  thefe  are  Ridderfholm,  KonniRg- 
fhom,  Hoglandfholm,  Schipfholm,  and  Lud- 
duggarfland,  which  are  frequently  confidered  as 
part  of  the  city  :  in  the  firft  is  the  cloifter  church, 
as  it  is  called,  and  feveral  fine  gardens.  Hog- 
landfholm is  the  quarter  of  the  mechanics.  In 
Schipfholm  is  the  court  of  admiralty,  the  arfenal, 
and  magazines  of  naval  (lores.  Ludduggar- 
fland  is  covered  with  pleafure-houfes  and  gar- 
dens, and  here  alio  is  the  king's  park,  mena- 
geries, &c. 

The  fouth  luburb  on  the  continent,  which  is 
joined  to  the  city  by  a  bridge,  has  a  noble  ex- 
change, and  contains  the  houfes  of  the  mer- 
chants ;  and  the  other  fuburb  to  the  north  of 
the  city  is  joined  to  it  by  two  bridges. 

In  the  iiland  of  Stockholm,  is  the  fenate-houfe, 
the  court  of  chancery,  the  criminal  college,  a 
noble  library,  and  nine  churches,  built  with 
brick  and  covered  with  copper.  The  fenate 
houfe  is  a  very  ftately  pile,  and  one  of  the  fineft 
edifices  in  the  kingdom  :  it  is,  as  it  were,  but 
one  large  pavilion,  adorned  on  the  outfide  with 
marble  flatues  and  columns,  and  within  with 
pictures  and  lculptures;  efpecially  two  large  halls 
where  the  nobility  meet. 

Adjoining  to  this  palace  is  that  of  the  Lord 
High  Chancellor  j  and  a  little  farther  are  two 
other  palaces  belonging  to  noblemen,  all  built 
in  the  fame  talle,  and  covered  with  copper  ;  as 
are  likewife  feveral  other  of  the  houfes  of  the 
nobility.  The  bank  is  alfo  a  noble  pile  of  build- 
ing. 


Of  all  the  churches,  that  of  St.  Nicholas  is 
the  largeft  and  moft  magnificent,  it  being  fup- 
ported  by  marble  pillars,  covered  with  copper, 
and  adorned  with  a  great  number  of  tombs  of 
different  kinds  of  marble.  The  flatue  of  St. 
George  on  horfeback  trampling  on  a  dragon  is 
greatly  admired. 

This  is  the  hiflory  of  his  delivering  Cleolinda, 
daughter  of  the  king  of  Lydia,  and  twelve  o- 
ther  devoted  virgins,  from  the  fury  of  the  dra- 
gon ;  and  Cleolinda  is  reprefented  kneeling,  with 
her  hands  lifted  up  returning  thanks  to  their 
preferver. 

Over  the  altar  is  a  cabinet  finely  gilt,  on 
which  is  a  table  in  the  form  of  a  pyramLl,  with 
five  fhelves  of  mafTy  filver,  whereon  are  the  fol- 
lowing hiflories  in  Baflb  relievo  ;  viz.  the  nati- 
vity, Tall  fupper,  crucifixion,  burial,  and  refur- 
reciion  of  Chrill.  Thefe  are  all  of  filver,  and  on 
the  top  is  a  fmall  flatue  of  the  fame  metal,  about 
two  feet  high,  reprefenting  the  afcenfion. 

There  are  of  the  fame  height,  filver  flatues  of 
Mofes  with  the  two  tables,  John  the  Baptift  with 
a  crofs  and  lamb,  and  the  Evangelifls  with  the 
animals  ufually  affigned  them  by  flatuaries  and 
painters,  which  together  weigh  thirty  thoufand 
ounces. 

On  the  right  fide  of  the  altar  is  a  large  pidlure 
of  paradife  and  hell,  reaching  from  the  pave- 
ment to  the  roof ;  and  on  the  left  fide  of  the 
altar  is  a  painting  of  the  crucifixion. 

There  is  a  great  value  in  plr.te  in  this  church, 
and  particularly  a  cup  of  beaten  gold  embel- 
lifhed  with  jewels,  which  is  laid  to  be  worth  for- 
ty-thoufand  crowns. 

The  other  churches  have  nothing  very  re- 
markable in  them,  only  they  are  in  general  co- 
vered with  copper,  have  very  lofty  fpires,  and 
inflead  of  bells  have  very  mufical  chimes  in  their 
fteeples,  which  play  upon  feflivals,  and  other 
folemn  occafions. 

On  one  fide  the  city  affords  a  profpect  over  the 
lake,  and  on  the  other  over  the  harbour,  which 
being  almcfl  enclofed  by  rocks,  refembles  ano- 
ther lake,  the  water  of  which  is  fo  little  brack- 
ifh  that  it  may  be  drank,  which  is  owing  to  the 
great  quantity  of  freih  water  that  runs  into 
it  from  the  lake. 

In  general  the  houfes  of  the  burghers  are  built 
with  brick,  except  in  the  fuburbs,  where  they 
are  of  timber,  and  are  therefore  in  danger  of  fire, 
which  when  it  once  gets  a-head,  deflroys  all  be- 
fore it. 

They  fometimes  fend  the  dimenfions  of  the 
houfe  they  intend  to  build  to  Finland  ;  where 
the  walls  and  feveral  feparations  are  built  of 
pieces  of  timber  laid  one  upon  another,  and 
joined  at  the  corners  ;  and  afterwards  marked, 
taken  down,  and  lent  by  water  to  Stockholm, 
there  to  befit  up  and  finifhed  :  snd  when  they 
are  kept  in  good  repair  they  are  warmer,  cleaner, 
and  more  healthful  than  thole  built  either  with 
Hone  or  brick. 

The  city  of  Upfal,  fituated  on  the  river  Sa- 
la,  is  forty-two  miles  to  the  north-weft  of  Stock- 
holm. It  is  a  very  ancient  city,  and  was  for- 
merly the  capital  of  the  north,  and  the  feat  of 
the  King.     It  is  ftill  an  univerfity,  and  the  fee 
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of  an  archbifhop.  It  is  divided  into  two  parts 
by  the  river,  which  is  here  pretty  broad,  and  fo 
hard  frozen  up  in  February,  that  a  fair  is  annu- 
ally kept  upon  it. 

The  town  is  large,  but  without  any  confidera- 
ble  fortifications  ;  but  on  a  deep  hill  above  the 
city  is  a  beautiful  caftle,  built  in  the  Italian  tafte, 
from  whence  is  a  noble  profpedt  over  the  city, 
and  the  adjacent  country. 

Almod  all  the  houfes  in  the  city  are  of  wood  ; 
but  thofe  of  fome  of  the  principal  citizens,  and 
the  palace  of  the  archbifhop  are  built  with  brick. 
The  objects  which  ufually  engage  the  attention 
of  travellers,  are  the  cathedral,  the  library,  and 
the  phyfic  garden. 

The  cathedral  is  a  fine  piece  of  gothic  archi- 
tecture, (even  hundred  and  forty-feven  feet  in 
length,  one  hundred  and  forty  broad,  and  two 
hundred  and  thirty  feet  high  from  the  pavement 
to  the  vaulted  roof,  which  is  covered  with  cop- 
per :  here  are  the  tombs  of  many  of  the  kings 
and  queens  of  Sweden,  feveral  of  which  are  a- 
dorned  with  datues  of  fine  marble.  This  is 
efteemed  the  fined  church  in  the  whole  king- 
dom. 

The  city  of  Lunden  was  fc  f  merly  very  con- 
fiderable,  having  twenty-two  churches,  and  an 
univerfity  that  has  been  fupprefied.  It  is  fitua- 
ted  a  few  miles  from  the  fea-fhore,  and  ftands 
oppofite  to  Copenhagen,  from  which  it  is  about 
twenty-four  miles  diftant  to  the  eaft. 

The  cathedral  of  St.  Lawrence  in  this  city  is 
a  magnificent  ftructnre  with  a  high  fpire,  which 
ferves  as  a  land-mark  to  the  failors  :  the  altar  is 
very  beautiful,  but  what  chiefly  claims  the  at- 
tention of  ftrangers  is  its  beautiful  clock,  which 
not  only  fhews  the  hour,  day,  month  and  year, 
together  with  all  the  fedivals  in  the  year;  but 
every  hour  two  horfemen  come  forth,  and  en- 
counter each  other,  giving  fo  many  blows  as  the 
hammer  drikes  upon  the  bell  :  then  a  door  o- 
pens,  difcovering  the  Virgin  Mary  fitting  on  a 
throne,  with  (Thrift  in  her  arms,  and  the  wife 
men  paying  their  homage  to  him,  during  which 
two  perfons  found  trumpets. 

There  are  a  few  other  cities  in  this  kingdom, 
but  we  do  not  find  they  contain  any  thing  very 
extraordinary,  or  worthy  of  our  reader's  notice. 
In  ancient  time's  the  crown  of  Sweden  was 
elective  •,  but  the  great  Guftavas  I.  who  afcend- 
ed  the  th:one  in  1523,  and  introduced  the  refor- 
mation, rendered  it  hereditary  :  Charles  XI. 
made  Sweden  an  abfolute  monarchy,  and  his  fon 
Charles  XII.  drained  his  authority  to  the  higheft 
degree  of  defpotic  power  :  but  upon  his  death, 
an  immediate  change  W2S  made  in  the  govern- 
ment, and  on  the  acceffion  of  his  filler  Ulrica 
Eleonora,  in  171 8,  to  the  crown,  die  renounc- 
ed all  abfolute  and  defpotic  power,  and  the  go- 
vernment was  reftored  to  its  ancient  form. 

Iri  1720,  at  her  defire,  her  hufband,  the  prince 
of  Hefie,  was  elecled  king  ;  and  at  his  death, 
the  prefent  king  was  railed  to  the  throne  •,  but 
the  power  of  the  fovereign  of  Sweden  is  in  many 
refpects  as  limited  as  that  of  a  Doge  of  Venice  ; 
for  he  has  fcarcely  any  of  the  prerogatives  of 

royal  tv. 

The  dates  of  the  kingdom,  who  concur  in 
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the  making  of  laws,  are  compofed  of  the  depu- 
ties from  the  nobility,  the  clergy,  the  burghers, 
and  the  peafants  :  the  concurrence  of  thefe  feem 
indeed  necefTary  to  the  prefervation  of  the  liber- 
ties  of  the   people  ;  and  not   inconfident   with 
the  jud  rights  of  the  monarch  :   but  the  king  is 
alio  obliged  to  fubmit  to  the  determination  of 
the  fenate,  who  have  not  only  authority  to  give 
their  advice  in  all  affairs  of  importance,  but  in 
fome  cafes  to   admonifh,  and  even  to  over-rule 
him,  who  is  not  at  liberty  to  tranfact  any  bufi- 
nefs  of  confequence,  without  the  concurrence  of 
the  majority  of  them. 

It  is  true  that  the  fenators  are  chofen  by  the 
king,  but  the  tenor  of  their  oath  rather  regards 
their  duty  to  the  people  than  to  the  fovereign.  . 
Their  office  is  for  life,  and  as  the  people  con- 
fider  them  as  the  protectors  of  their  liberty  and 
privileges,  the  fovereign  power  and  majedyof  the 
date  is,  properly  fpeaking,  lodged  in  that  body  ; 
both  war  and  peace  depend  on  their  determina- 
tion ;  and  therefore  it  is  deemed  treafon  to  make 
any  attempts  upon  their  perfons,  or  even  to  de- 
fame them. 

The  laws  of  Sweden  being  reduced  into  a 
fmall  compafs,  and  compiled  into  a  body,  the 
expence  of  law-fuits  is  thereby  rendered  extreme- 
ly moderate.  Titles  to  edates  are  rendered  fe- 
cure  by  the  regiders  that  are  kept  of  all  fales 
and  alterations  ;  the  purchafer  running  the  ha- 
zard of  having  an  after-bargain  take  place  of  his,* 
if  he  omits  recording  his  tranfacliori  in  the  pro- 
per court. 

Murder,  adultery,  treafon,  burning  of  houfes, 
and  other  atrocious  crimes  are  punifhed  with 
death  ;  but  the  puniihment  allotted  to  theft  is 
perpetual  flavery  ;  the  criminal  being  condem- 
ned to  work  all  his  life  for  the  king,  at  the  forti- 
fications or  other  drudgery,  and  has  always  an 
iron  collar  about  his  neck,  with  a  bow  coming 
over  .his  head,  to  which  a  bell  is  fadened,  that 
rings  as  he  goes  along. 

When  any  perfon  is  killed  in  a  duel,  the  fur- 
viver  is  punifhed  with  death,  and  the  memory 
of  both  is  rendered  infamous.  If  neither  be 
killed,  they  are  both  imprifoncd  for  two  years, 
and  obliged  to  live  on  bread  and  water  :  they 
are  alio  fined  one  thoufand  crowns  •,  or  one 
year's  imprilbnment  and  two  thoufand  crowns. 

On  the  other  hand,  reparation  of  honour,  in 
cafe  of  an  affront,  is  referred  to  the  national 
court,  who  commonly  oblige  the  parties  to  ac- 
knowledge their  error  and  beg  pardon. 

Ever  fince  the  reformation  the  Lutheran  reli- 
gion has  been  eftablifhed  in  Sweden,  and  no  o- 
thcr  is  tolerated.  All  orders  of  men  agree  in  a 
condant  attendance  on  divine  fervice,  without 
any  nice  enquiries  into  dilputable  points,  either 
of  their  own  tenets,  or  other  religions.  The 
church  is  governed  by  one  Archbifhop,  and 
ten  Bifhops,  whole  revenues  are  very  moderate. 
There  are  two  univerfities,  one  at  Upfal,  and 
the  other  at  Abo,  a  town  in  Finland.  In  the 
former,  wnich  is  the  principal,  the  ordinary 
number  of  dudents  amount  to  about  feven  or 
eight  hundred,  fifty  of  whom  are  maintained  by  , 
the  King ;  and  a  few  others  were  formerly  flip- 
ported  by  the  nobility  ;  but  thofe  in  both  uni- 
verfities 
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verfities  who  cannot  fubfift  of  themfelves,  fpend 
the  vacation  in  begging  charity  in  the  diocefe  to 
which  they  belong,  and  ufually  receive  corn, 
butter,  dried  fifh,  or  flefh,  vipon  which  they 
fubfift  at  the  univerfity  during  the  reft  of  the 
year. 


There  is  a  free-fchool  in  each  diocefe,  where 
boys  are  fitted  for  the  univerfity,  and  other 
fchools  to  which  children  are  fent  to  learn  to 
read,  write,  and  ling  their  prayers  ;  and  there 
are  very  few  who  want  this  degree  of  educa- 
tion; 
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Extracted  from  the  writings  of  Lord  Molefworth,  and  others. 


Recount  of "Denmark  in  general,  and  particularly  of  the  ijland  of  Zealand ;  its  produce  and  climates 

defcripthns  of  Copenhagen,  Elfneur,  and  Frederickfburg  ;  particulars  rcf peeling  the  penin- 

fula  of  Jutland,  the  cajlle  of  Gottorp,  and  the  ijland  of  Funen  ;  account  of  the  manner  in 

'which  the  Danes  made  a  voluntary  J'ur render  oj  their  liberty  ;  account  of  the  king's  court  t 

the  laws  of  Denmark,  and  the  manners  and  cujloms  of  the  inhabitants. 


DENMARK,    properly  fo  called,   con- 
fifts  of  Jutland,   part  of  the   Dutchyof 
Slefwick,    and  feveral   iflands    in    the 
Baltic  fea. 

Of  the  countries  included  under  the  name  of 
Denmark,  the  penin'ula  of  Jutland  is  the  largeft 
and  moft  fertile  -,  but  the  iflands  are  more  con- 
fiderable  on  account  of  their  fituation  ;  efpeci- 
ally  Zealand,  becaufe  it  contains  Copenhagen, 
the  capital  of  Denmark,  and  the  famous  paffage 
of  the  found  is  bordered  by  its  fhore,  where,  on 
the  narrower!  part,  Hands  the  town  of  Elfe- 
neur. 

Zealand  is  about  .one  hundred  and  eighty 
Englifh  miles  in  circumference,  and  almoft  of 
a  circular  figure ;  but  it  produces  no  bread-corn, 
except  rye,  of  which  moft  of  their  bread  is 
made.  It  has  a  few  meadows  which  produce 
very  good  hay,  though  moft  of  the  g>  afs,  which 
is  fhort  and  fweet,  grows  by  the  fide  of  the  corn 
fields,  or  in  lome  maifhy  fpots  of  ground.  It 
has  no  rivers,  and  only  ten  or  a  dozen  brooks 
fufficient  to  turn  a  mill  ;  but  there  are  a  great 
number  of  fine  lakes  abounding  with  fifh. 

The  air  of  Zealand  is  but  indifferent,  particu- 
larly at  Copenhagen,  which  is  fituated  very  low, 
and  encompaffed  with  frequent  fogs.  Beech  is 
the  only  fort  of  timber  which  grows  in  the  ifland, 
and  is  the   common   fire-wood  of  the   inhabi- 


tants. 
About 


fourth  part  of  Zealand  is  foreft,  lying 


open  for  the  king's  game,  as  ftags,  roe-bucks, 
and  wild  boars,  which  are  held  fo  facred  that 
nobody  dares  touch  them,  though  they  find 
them  in  whole  herds  deftroying  their  corn. 

The  face  of  the  country  is  diverfified 
with  woods,  lakes,  and  little  hills.  The  cat-  • 
tie,  which  in  general  are  fmall  and  lean,  are 
kept  within  doors  feven  or  eight  months  in  the 
year  ;  where  they  are  fed  partly  with  hay,  and 
partly  with  brewers  grains,  roots,  weeds,  and 
luch  trafh  as  their  owners  can  provide  for  them ; 
but  in  fummer  time  their  beef  is  fweet  and  very 
good. 

In  the  kingdom  of  Denmark  there  are  but  two 
feafons  in  the  year,  winter  and  fummer,  the  more 
agreeable  ones  of  fpring  and  autumn  not  being 
commonly  known  ;  the  fpring  never,  and  the 
autumn  feldom  ;  the  tranfitions  from  cold  to 
heat,  and  from  heat  to  cold  being  extremely 
hidden. 

During  the  months  of  June,  July,  and  Au- 
guft,  the  weather  is  much  warmer  than  in  Eng- 
land, and  very  fultry  in  the  nighis :  but  it  is  a 
gloomy  heat,  and  in  the  day  time  people  gene- 
rally perceive  fome  interpofition  oi'  thick  va- 
pours between  them  and  the  fun. 

In  Copenhagen,  during  thefe  three  months, 
they  are  conftantly  troubled  with  the  plague  of 
flies,  which  they  endeavour  to  deftroy  by  a  poi- 
foned  water  ;  upon  the  fprinkling  of  which  in 
their  kitchens  and  chambers,  our  author  fays  he 

has 
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has  feen  whole  bufhels  of  dead  flies  fwept  tocre- 
ther  in  one  room.  r        ° 

Copenhagen  is  the  only  city  worthy  of  notice  in 
this  ifland,  and  indeed  in  all  Denmark,  there  being 
no  other  in  the  king's  whole  dominions  much  bet° 
than  our  town  cf  St.  Alban's.  Copenhagen  is 
neither  a  very  ancient,  nor  a  very  large  place  • 
it  approaching  nearcft  to  Briftol,  'of  any  of  our 
Lngnfti  cities :  but  its  excellent  port,  renders 
its  iituation  for  trade  one  of  the  beft  in  the 
world. 

It  is  furroundcd  with  fortifications,  and  the 
port  is  incloied  by  the  bulwarks  of  the  town, 
the  entrance  being  fo  narrow,  that  only  one  fhip 
can  pafs  at  a  time  j  and  this  entrance  is  lhut  up 
every  night  with  a  ftrong  boom  :  the  mouth  is 
commanded  by  the  citadel  on  one  fide,  and  by 
a  good  block-houfe  well  furnifhed  with  cannon 
on  the  otiier. 

The  royal  navy  rides  within  this  haven,  every 
fhip  having  her  place  affigned  her  ;  a  wooden 
gallery  ranges  round  the  whole  inclofure  where 
the  fleet  lies,  and  extending  over  the  water,  the 
fhips  may  be  viewed  from  it  in  as  eafy  and  com- 
modious a  manner  as  if  they  lay  on  dry  land. 

This  harbour  is  capacious  enough  to  hold  five 
hundred  fail,  out  of  the  reach  of  ftorms  and  tem- 
pefts  •,  but  experience  has  fhewn  that  their  for- 
tifications cannot  protect  them  from  a  bombard- 
ment at  fea,  nor  are  they  always  fecure  on  that 
fide  againft  the  attacks  of  a  land  army  ;  for  the 
Baltic  has  been  fo  hard  frozen,  that  the  Swedes 
have  drawn  their  artillery  over  the  ice,  and  laid 
fiege  to  the  city. 

Moll  of  the  buildings  of  Copenhagen  are 
very  mean,  being  formed  of  a  kind  of  cao-e 
work,  having  the  intervals  between  the  tim- 
bers filled  up  with  brick.  The  public  edi- 
fices, and  particularly  the  palace,  formerly 
made  a  very  indifferent  appearance  s  and 
many  of  the  nobility  had  far  better  houfes  than 
the  royal  family  :  but  a  fire,  v/hich,  in  October 
1728,  reduced  the  city  to  aihes,  contributed 
greatly  to  its  beauty  ;  for  the  houfes  were  re- 
built with  brick  and  freeftone,  and  the  king  e- 
rected  a  very  noble  palace. 

The  royal  Mufeum  contains  an  excellent  col- 
lection of  curiofuies  both  natural  and  artificial, 
preferved  in  eight  chambers  over  the  royal  li- 
brary, which  is  large  and  well  furnifhed.  One 
of  thefe  rooms  is  wholly  taken  up  with  medals, 
which  are  very  judiciouily  arranged. 

One  of  the  moft  remarkable  of  the  natural 
curiofities  is  a  petrified  child,  which  was  cut  out 
of  the  mother's  belly  at  the  city  of  Sens  in  France 
in  the  year  1582,  after  having  lain  there  be- 
tween twenty  and  thirty  years.  This  fcetus  was 
firft  carried  to  Paris,  where  it  was  fold  to  a  jew- 
eller of  Venice,  who  happened  to  be  there,  for 
about  twenty  pounds  fterling  ;  of  whom  it  was 
afterwards  purchafed  by  Frederic  III.  King  of 
of  Denmark,  for  fixty  pounds,  and  added  to 
this  collection.  That  it  is  not  artifical  is  evident 
beyond  all  difpute. 

Its  head,  fhoulders  and  belly  are  of  a  whitifh 
colour,  and  nearly  refemble  alabafter ;  the  back 
and  loins  are  hard  and  brown  ;  but  from  the 
hips  downward  it  is  of  a  red  colour,  and  perfect 
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ftone,  exactly  refembling  the  hard  fort  generated 

in  the  bladder. 

In  this  fine  collection  are  feveral  large  pieces 

of  filver  ore,  dug  out  of  the  mines  of  Norway  in 

1666,  one  of  which  weighs  five  hundred  and 
fixty  pounds,  and  is  valued  at  five  thoufand 
crowns  :  another  piece  is  valued  at  above  three 
thoufand  :  both  being  fuppofed  to  contain  at 
leaft  three  parts  filver.  They  are  compofed  of 
awhmfn  ftone,  the  cavities  of  which  feem  to  be 
filled  with  pure  virgin  filver,  in  fome  places  lying 
in  broad  flat  plates,  and  in  others  like  pieces  of 
fine  filver  lace  :  but  what  arc  moft  admired,  are 
the  threads  or  branches  of  filver  which  fhoot  out 
an  inch  or  two  beyond  the  ftone,  in  the  form  of 
fmall  fhrubs  or  bullies. 

Here  are  alfo  feveral  large  pieces  of  amber, 
fome  weighing  forty  or  fifty  ounces,  which  upon 
opening  the  d.tches  about  Copenhagen,  were 
found  fticking  to  the  fides  of  old  trees  that  were 
buried  there,  like  the  gum  on  the  plum-trees  in 
gardens. 

Among  the  artificial  curiofities,  there  is  an 
ivory  fkeleton,  two  feet  fix  inches  high,  and  fo 
admirably  formed  that  it  is  fcarcely  to  be  diftin- 
guifhed  from  a  natural  one.  Another  piece  of 
ivory  reprelents  the  hiftory  of  our  Saviour's  paf- 
fion,  beautifully  exprefied  in  relievo.  There  i3 
hkewife  a  watch  made  of  ivory,  and  a  fmall  man 
of  war  of  the  fame,  with  filver  guns,  which  are 
both  greatly  admired. 

Belides  thefe  are  other  curiofities  in  ivory,  e- 
bony,  box,  amber,  and  other  materials,  kept 
for  the  fake  of  the  elegance  or  minutenefs  of  the 
workmanfhip  ;  and  among  the  reft  it  is  faid  that 
there  is  a  common  cherry-ftone,  on  the  furface 
of  which  are  engraven  two  hundred  and  twenty 
heads  ;  but  their  extreme  fmalhiefs  makes  them 
appear  confufed  and  imperfect. 

Learning  is  now  encouraged  and  makes  great 
advances  at  Copenhagen,  the  fciences  begin  to 
flounfh,  and  there  is  a  Royal  Academy  of  Sci- 
ences there,  pretty  much  on  the  plan  of  the 
Royal  Society  of  London. 

The  houfes  of  Copenhagen  do  not  take  up 
above  half  the  ground  incloied  by  the  fortifica- 
tions. The  ifle  of  Amack,  which  is  feperated 
from  the  city  only  by  a  fmall  channel  of  the  fea, 
is  united  to  it  by  feveral  bridges,  that  afford  an 
eafy  communication  ;  and  in  chis  ifland  is  what 
is  called  the  New  Town,  which  confifts  of  about 
lour  or  five  hundred  houfes,  and  contains  the 
arfenal,  the  mint,  the  exchange,  and  the  caftle. 
This  little  ifland,  which  is  only  about  fix  miles 
in  length,  is  called  the  garden  of  Copenhagen, 
and  If  efleemed  the  moft  fertile  fpbt  in  Denmark. 

This  ifland  was  given  long  ago  to  feveral  fa- 
milies who  came  from  North  Holland,  to  make 
butter  and  cheefe  for  the  court ;  and  their  de- 
Icendants  ftill  retain  the  habit,  language,  and 
cuftoms  of  their  predeceffors,  together  with  their 
cleanlinefs  and  induftry  5  for  they  will  not  mix 
with  the  Danes,  but  intermarry  with  each  other. 

The  ifle  of  Amack,  through  the  induftry  of 
thefe  labourious  people,  plentifully  fupplies  the 
markets  of  Copenhagen  with  all  forts  of  roots 
and  herbs  ;  belides  butter,  milk,  a  little  hay,  and 
great  quantities  of  corn. 

Elfe- 
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Elfeneur,  is  about  twenty  miles  north  of  Co- 
penhagen, and  is  defended  by  the  neighbouring 
caftle  of  Cronenburg,  which  commands  that  fide 
of  the  Sound,  as  Helfinburg  docs  the  other.  E- 
very  fhip  that  paffes  this  ftreight  muft  ftrike  fail 
at  Cronenburg,  and  fteer  to  the  town,  to  com- 
pound for  the  cuftom,  under  the  penalty  of  for- 
feiting the  veffel  and  cargo. 

Four  or  five  hundred  paces  from  Elfeneur  is 
the  caftle  of  Cronenburg,  which  is  built  on  oak- 
en piles,  in  io  folid  a  manner,  that  it  is  able  to 
fupport  the  fury  of  the  tide,  which  fometimes 
beats  againft  it  with  great  violence.  It  forms  a 
large  fquare  court,  and  was  adorned  with  fine 
ftatues :  the  apartments  were  alio  very  fplen- 
did  :  it  is  even  pretended  that  not  only  the 
locks  of  the  doors,  but  even  the  pipes  of  the 
ciitern  that  fupplied  the  garrifon  with  water, 
were  all  of  filver,  before  it  was  plundered  by  the 
Swedes  ;  but  we  apprehend  this  is  no  more  than 
a  vulgar  error. 

This  caftle  has  four  little  towers  at  each  cor- 
ner, covered  with  copper  •,  but  the  caftle,  with 
the  chapel,  fteeple  and  ornaments  are  all  going 
to  decay. 

Frederickfburgh  is  a  fmall  town  eighteen  miles 
to  the  fouth-weft  of  Elfeneur,  and  twenty  to  the 
north-weft  of  Copenhagen.  This  place  is  fa- 
mous for  the  fine  palace  that  Hands  near  it,  which 
is  called  the  Verfailles  of  Denmark,  and  is  the 
moft  beautiful  and  delightful  of  any  belonging  to 
the  king.  This  palace  ftands  on  an  ifland  in 
the  midft  of  a  fmall  lake,  where  there  was  for- 
merly the  feat  of  a  private  gentleman  •,  but  king 
Frederic  II.  being  charmed  with  its  fituation, 
bought  it,  and  began  to  erecT:  this  palace,  which 
was  iinifhed  by  his  fon  Chriftiern  IV. 

This  building,  which  ftands  on  piles,  confifts 
of  a  very  magnificent  front,  with  two  large 
wings,  that  contain  ft* veral  grand  apartments. 

The  gallery  that  leads  to  the  hall  of  audience 
is  adorned  with  a  fine  collection  of  paintings, 
moft  of  which  were  brought  from  Italy,  and  the 
hall  is  hung  with  pictures  of  feveral  of  the  kings 
of  Denmark,  and  of  the  ■  refent  Royal  Family, 
as  1  arge  as  the  life. 

The  exploits  of  forne  of  thefe  rr.onarchs  are 
alfo  finely  painted  in  different  parts  of  the  pa- 
lace, and  the  great  aftions  of  Chriftiern  IV.  are 
reprefented  in  rich  tapeftry. 

The  chapel  is  covered  with  gilt  copper,  and 
on  the  infide  embellifhed  with  paintings  and  o- 
ther  ornaments,  among  which  are  the  ftatues  of 
the  twelve  apoftles  in  filver  ;  and  it  is  faid  the 
locks,  bolts,  &c.  were  of  filver,  before  it  was 
plundered  by  the  Swedes. 

Behind  the  palace  is  a  fine  garden,  and  in  the 
lake  is  a  kind  of  terrace,  raifed  on  piles,  which 
coft  one  hundred  thoufand  crowns.  The  neigh- 
bouring park  is  about  nine  miles  long,  inter- 
fperfed  with  canals  and  fifn-ponds,  and  agreea- 
bly diverfed  with  a  mixture  of  grafs-plats,  little 
hills,  and  valleys,  well  ftocked  with  fallow-deer 
from  England. 

The  largeft  part  of  the  kingdom  of  Denmark 
is  the  peniniula  of  Jutland,  part  of  the  Cim- 
bricn.  Cherfonefus.  The  foil  of  north  Jutland, 
which  alone  is  included  in  that  kingdom,  is  not 


very  fertile  -,  but  abounds  in  cattle,  great  num- 
bers of  which  are  purchafed  by  the  Dutch,  when 
very  lean,  and  tranfported  to  their  own  more 
fertile  foil,  where  they  fcon  grow  exceeding  fat. 
The  fwine  of  this  country  are  numerous,  and  are 
extremely  fine  food. 

Jutland  affords  corn  fufficient  for  the  fupport 
of  the  inhabitants.  The  moft  fertile  lands  lie 
near  the  fea-coafts,  the  inland  parts  being  full 
of  heaths,  lakes,  and  woods.  The  country  is 
divided  into  four  biffioprkks ;  but  the  cities 
and  towns  make  but  very  indifferent  appear- 
ances. 

South  Jutland,  ufually  called  Slefwic,  is  the 
moft  fertile  ;  but  the  duke  of  Holftein  has  the 
joint  dominion  of  a  part  of  this  country,  and  in 
fome  great  towns  and  territories,  each  has  a  dif- 
tinef  dominion. 

The  duke  of  Holftein's  capital  is  Gottorp  ; 
and  though  it  is  not  fubjeft  to  the  crown  of 
Denmark,  the  reader  will  be  pleafed  with  a  de- 
fcription  of  the  gardens  belonging  to  the  caftle, 
which  is  not  only  a  foitrtfs,  but  one  of  the  no- 
bleft  palaces  in  thefe  northern  regions. 

The  caftle  of  Gottorp  is  fituated  on  the  weft 
fide  of  the  river  Sley,  in  the  midft  of  a  fmall 
lake,  and  is  built  in  the  form  of  an  oblong 
fquare.  The  firft  court  is  encompafled  by  a 
rampart,  and  the  gate  of  the  caftle  is  of  a  fine 
blue  ftone  as  hard  as  marble. 

On  the  north  fide  of  this  ftrufhire  is  a  bridge 
over  the  lake,  two  hundred  paces  in  length,  at 
the  end  of  which  is  an  agreeable  walk  between 
rows  of  trees,  which  leads  to  a  fine  garden  a- 
dorned  with  fountains,  cafcades,  and  other  wa- 
ter-works j  particularly,  in  a  large  bafon,  is  a 
ftatue  of  Hercules  combating  the  Hydra,  the 
feven  heads  of  which  fpout  water.  There  is 
likewife  a  parterre  in  the  form  of  a  crefcent,  di- 
vided into  compartments,  and  embellifhed  with 
the  bufts  of  feveral  kings  and  Princes. 

But  one  of  the  moft  curious  ornaments  of 
thefe  gardens  is  a  fine  copper  globe,  ten  feet 
and  a  half  in  diameter,  with  a  fphere,  exhibit- 
ing the  motion  of  the  fun  and  heavenly  bodies, 
which  are  carried  round  in  exacT:  order,  by 
means  of  fome  wheels  which  are  turned  by  wa- 
ter. 

There  is  a  level  piece  of  ground  before  the 
houfe,  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  paces  in 
length,  divided  into  three  parts,  thofe  on  the 
fides  being  two  fine  parterres,  and  that  in  the 
middle  having  a  large  bafon  in  the  centre  with 
fine  water-works. 

From  thence  you  afcend  to  different  terraces, 
one  above  another,  fet  round  with  ftatues,  bufts, 
and  other  ornaments.  The  higheft  terrace  ex- 
hibits a  moft  delightful  profpec~t  of  the  caftle, 
the  furrounding  lake,  and  a  fine  country  -,  and 
on  the  other  hand,  of  a  noble  orangery,  and  of 
the  neighbouring  park,  which  is  four  or  five 
miles  in  circumference,  and  well  ftocked  with 
deer. 

Among  the  ifiands  included  under  the  name 
of  Denmark,  is  Funen,  which  is  about  thirty-fix 
miles  from  eaft  to  weft,  and  thirty  from  north 
to  fouth.  The  foil  is  here  fertile  and  well  ma- 
nured, and  the  country  confifts  of  fmall  fruitful 
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hill?,  feme  of  them  well  covered  with  woods.  It 
is  better  peopled  than  Zealand. 

Much  corn,  and  great  herds  of  black  cattle- 
are  exported  from  thence,  and  the  inhabitants 
have  a  good  breed  of  horfes,  and  plenty  of  hogs. 
This  ifland  is  the  appenage  of  the  king's  eldeft 
lbn,  and  the  government  of  it  is  one  of  the  moll 
confiderable  in  the  kingdom. 

There  are  feveral  leiler  iflands  comprehended 
under  the  kingdom  of  Denmark.  But  the  molt, 
cxtenfive  part  of  this  prince's  dominions  is  Nor- 
way, of  which  we  have  already  given  a  defcrip- 
ticn  in  the  courfe  of  this  work. 

Till  the  lad  century  Denmark  was  governed 
by  a  king  chefen  by  the  people  of  all  ranks  ; 
but  in  this  choice  they  paid  all  proper  regard  to 
the  family  of  the  preceeding  prince,  and  if  they 
found  one  of  his  line  properly  qualified  for  the 
talk  of  ruling,  they  'draught  it  jult  to  prefer  him 
before  any  other,  and  were  pleafed  when  they 
had  reafon  to  prefer  the  eldelt  lbn  of  their  for- 
mer king  :  but  if  thole  of  the  royal  family  were 
deficient  in  abilities,  or  had  rendered  themfelves 
unworthy  by  their  vices,  they  chofe  fome  other 
per  lbn  to  this  high  dignity  ;  and  their  choice  has 
even  fometimes  fallen  on  a  private  man. 

Frequent  meetings  of  the  ftates  was  a  funda- 
mental part  of  the  conllitution  :  in  thofe  meet- 
ings all  matters  relating  to  the  government  were 
iranfacted ;  good  laws  were  enacted,  and  all 
affairs  relative  to  peace  and  war,  the  difpofal  of 
great  offices,  and  contracts  of  marriage  for  the 
royal  family,  were  debated. 

The  impofing  of  taxes  was  merely  accidental  •, 
no  money  being  levied  on  the  people,  except  to 
maintain  a  neceffary  war,  with  the  advice  and 
confent  of  the  nation,  or  now  and  then  by  way 
of  free-gift,  to  add  to  a  daughter's  portion  :  the 
King's  ordinary  revenue  confilting  only  in  the  rents 
of  his  lands  and  demefnes,  in  his  herds  of  cattle, 
his  iorefts,  fervices  of  tenants  in  cultivating  his 
ground,  &c.  for  cuftoms  on  merchandize  were 
hot  then  known  in  that  part  of  the  world  :  lo 
that  he  lived  like  one  of  our  modern  noblemen, 
upon  the  revenues  of  his  eftate. 

It  was  his  bufiriefs  to  fee  juftice  impartially 
adminiftered  ;  to  watch  over  the  welfare  of  his 
people,  to  command  their  armies  in  perfon  ;  to 
encourage  induftry,  arts,  and  learning  ;  and  it 
was  equally  his  duty  and  interefl  to  keep  fair 
with  the  nobility  and  gentry,  and  to  be  care- 
ful of  the  plenty  and  profperity  of  the  com- 
mons. 

But  in  1 660,  the  three  ftates,  that  is,  the  no- 
bility, clergy  and  commonalty,  being  affembled 
in  order  to  pay  and  difband  the  troops  which  had 
been  employed  againft  the  Swedes,  the  nobility 
endeavoured  to  lay  the  whole  burthen  on  the 
commons,  while  the  latter,  who  had  defended 
their  country,  their  Prince,  and  the  nobility 
themfelves  with  the  utmoft  bravery,  infilled  that 
the  nobles,  who  enjoyed  all  the  lands,  fhould  at 
leaft  pay  their  fhare  of  the  taxes,  fince  they  had 
fuffered  Ids  in  the  common  calamity,  and  done 
lei's  to  prevent  its  progrefs. 

The  nobility  were  enraged  at  this,  and  many 
bitter  replies  pafied  on  both  fides.  At  length  the 
principal  fenator  Handing  up,  told  the  prefident 
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of  the  city  that  the  commons  neither  underllood 
the  privileges  of  the  nobility,  nor  confidered 
that  they  themfelves  were  no  other  than  Haves. 

The  word  Slaves  was  followed  by  a  loud  mur- 
mur from  the  clergy  and  burghers  :  Nanfon,  the 
prefident  of  the  city  of  Copenhagen,  and  lpeak- 
erofthehoufe  of  commons,  oblerving  the  ge- 
neral indignation  it  occafioned,  inftantly  arofe, 
and  fwearing  that  the  commons  were  no  flaves, 
which  the  nobility  fhould  focn  prove  to  their 
coll,  walked  out,  followed  by  the  clergy  and 
burghers,  and  proceeding  to  the  brewer's  hall, 
debated  there  on  the  mod  effectual  means  of 
humbling  the  infupportable  pride  of  the  no- 
bles. 

On  the  following  morning  the  commons  and 
clergy  marched  in  gre^t  order  to  the  council 
houle,  where  the  nobles  were  again  aflembled, 
and  the  prefident  Nanlon  made  a  fhort  fpeech,  in 
which  he  laid  that  they  had  confidered  the  ftate 
of  the  nation,  and  were  of  opinion  that  the  only 
way  to  remedy  the  dilorders  of  the  ftate,  was  to 
add  to  the  power  of  the  king,  and  render  his 
crown  hereditary  ;  and  if  they  thought  fit  to  a- 
gree  to  this,  they  were  ready  to  accompany  them 
to  the  king,  whom  they  had  informed  of  their 
refolution,  and  who  expected  them  in  the  hall 
of  his  palace. 

The  fuddennefs  of  this  propofal,  and  the  re- 
folution with  which  it  was  made,  occafioned  a 
general  confternation  among  the  nobles.  They 
now  endeavoured  to  footh  the  commons  by  fair 
fpeeches,  and  urged  that  fo  important  an  affair 
fhould  be  managed  with  due  iblemnity,  and 
that  it  fhould  be  regulated  in  fuch  a  manner  that 
it  might  not  have  the  appearance  of  a  tumult. 

In  anfwer  to  this  the  prefident  replied,  that 
they  only  wanted  to  gain  tirne,  in  order  to  fruf- 
trate  the  intentions  of  the  commons  ;  who  came 
not  thither  to  confult,  but  to  act.  After  farther 
debate,  the  commons  growing  impatient,  the 
clergy  and  burghers,  led  on  by  their  bifhop  and 
prefident,  proceeded  without  them  to  the  pa- 
lace ;  and  were  met  by  the  prime  minuter,  who 
conducted  them  to  the  hall  of  audience,  whither 
the  king  loon  came  to  them. 

The  bifhop  made  a  long  fpeech  in  praife  of 
his  Majelly,  and  concluded  with  offering  him  an 
hereditary  and  abfolute  dominion.  The  king 
returned  them  his  thanks  ■,  but  obferved  that 
the  concurrence  of  the  nobles  was  neceffary  ; 
he  allured  them  of  his  protection,  and  promiled 
to  eale  their  grievances. 

All  this  while  the  nobles  were  in  the  greateft 
diftraiftion  :  they  could  come  to  no  refolution, 
and  broke  up  in  order  to  attend  the  funeral  of  a 
principal  Senator;  butwhile  they  were  at  a  mag- 
nificent dinner,  agreeable  to  the  cullom  on  fuch 
occafions,  they  were  told  that  the  city  gates  were 
ihut  by  the  King's  orders,  and  the  keys  carried 
to  court. 

They  were  now  terrified  with  the  apprehenfion 
of  being  all  mafiacred,  and  the  dread  of  lofing 
their  lives  took  away  all  thoughts  of  their  liber- 
ty :  they  therefore  immediately  difpatched  mef- 
lengers  both  to  the  court  and  to  the  commons, 
to  give  notice  of  their  compliance.  But  the 
King  being  refolved  to  purfue  the  affair  to  the 
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utmoft,  would  not  fuffer  the  gates  to  be  opened 
till  the  whole  ceremony  of  the  inauguration  was 
concluded. 

Three  days  were  neceffary  to  prepare  matters 
for  the  fatal  hour  in  which  they  were  to  make  a 
formal  furrender  of  their  liberty.  In  the  fquare 
before  the  caftle  were  erected  fcaffolds  covered 
with  tapeftry  :  orders  were  ifiued  for  the  lbldiers 
and  burghers  to  appear  in  arms  under  their  re- 
fpeclive  officers ;  and  on  the  morning  of  the 
twenty-feventh  of  October,  the  king,  queen,  and 
Royal  family,  being  on  a  theatre  erected  for  that 
purpofe,  and  feated  on  chairs  of  ftate  under  ca- 
nopies of  velvet,  received  publicly  the  homage 
of  all  the  nobility,  fenators,  clergy,  and  com- 
mons, which  was  performed  on  their  knees, 
each  taking  an  oath  faithfully  to  promote  his 
majefty's  intereft  in  all  things,  and  to  ferve  him 
as  became  hereditary  fubjecf  s. 

One  Geridorf,  a  principal  fenator,  was  the 
only  man  who.  opened  his  mouth  in  behalf  of 
their  expiring  liberties  :  he  faid  that  he  hoped 
and  trufted  that  his  majefty  intended  nothing 
but  the  good  of  his  people,  and  not  to  govern 
them  after  the  Turkifh  manner  •,  but  wifhed  his 
iucceflbrs  might  follow  the  example  which  his 
majefty  would  undoubtedly  let  them,  and  make 
ufe  of  their  unlimited  power  for  the  good,  and 
not  the  prejudice  of  his  fubjects. 

No  other  perfon  fpoke  a  word,  or  feemed  in 
the  leaft  to  murmur  at  what  was  done  ! — 
Thofc  who  had  paid  their  homage  now  retired 
to  the  council-houfe,  where  the  nobles  were  cal- 
led over  by  name,  and  ordered  to  fubfcribe  the 
oath  they  had  taken  -,  which  was  immediately 
done  by  every  one  of  them. 

Thus,  in  four  days  time,  the  kingdom  of  Den- 
mark was  changed  from  a  ftate  but  little  diffe- 
rent from  that  of  ariftocracy  to  that  of  an  un- 
limited monarchy.  The  only  comfort  the  com- 
mons ha  i  left,  was  to  fee  their  former  oppref- 
fors  almoft  as  much  humbled  as  themielves ; 
while  all  the  citizens  of  Copenhagen  have  ob- 
tained by  it  is,  the  infignifkant  privilege  of 
wearing  fwords  :  fo  that  now  not  a  cobler  nor  a 
barber  ilirs  abroad  without  one  by  his  fide. 

At  the  court  of  Denmark  there  appear  no  en- 
figns  of  majefty,  except  fuch  as  are  military,  as 
horfe  and  foot  guards,  yeomen,  and  the  found 
of  drums  and  trumpets-,  but.  the  badges  of 
peace,  as  heralds,  macts,  the  chancellor's  purfe, 
an  J  the  fword  of  ftate  are  here  unknown. 

The  king  fits  down  to  dinner  with  Ins  queen, 
children,  relations,  and  general  officers  of  the 
army,  till  the  round  table  be  filled.  Thecourt- 
marihal  inviting  fometimes  one  and  fometimes 
another  to  eat  with  his  Majefty  till  all  have  had 
their  turns  in  that  honour.  A  page  in  livery 
fays  grace  before  and  afcer  meat  •,  for  no  chap- 
lain appears  here  but  in  the  pulpit.  The  atten- 
dants are  one  or  two  gentlemen,  and  the  reft 
livery  fervants.  The  kettle  drums  and  trum- 
pets which  are  ranged  before  the  palace,  pro- 
claim aloud  the  very  minute  when  the  king  fits 
down  to  table  •,  but  the  ceremony  of  the  knee  is 
not  uied  to  his  majefiy. 

Every  winter,  as  foon  as  the  fnow  is  firm  e- 
r.ough  to  bear9  the  Danes  take  great  delight  in 


going  in  fledges  ;  the  king  and  court  fettingthe 
example,  and  making  feveral  tours  about  Co- 
penhagen in  great  pomp,  with  kettle  drums  and 
trumpets,  and  their  fledges  drawn  by  horfes  a- 
dorned  with  rich  tra  pings,  and  harnets  hung 
with  fmall  bells. 

The  court  having  thus  fet  the  example,  the 
burghers  and  others,  each  with  his  female  com- 
panion in  the  Hedge,  ride  about  the  ftreets  all 
night,  wrapped  up  in  their  fur  gowns. 

To  the  honour  of  the  Danes  it  fhould  be  men- 
tioned, that  their  laws,  which  are  founded  in 
equky,  are  remarkable  for  their  juftice,  per- 
fpicuity,  and  brevity.  Thefe  laws  are  contain- 
ed in  one  Volume  in  quarto,  written  in  the  lan- 
guage of  the  country,  and  in  fo  plain  'a  manner, 
that  every  man  who  can  read  is  capable  of  un- 
derftandirtg  his  owft  cafe,  and  pleading  k  too, 
if  he  pleafes,  without  the  affiftance  of  either 
counfel  or  attorney. 

Throughout  the  whole  kingdom  of  Derunarlk, 
the  common  people  in  general  live  very  mean  5 
the  food  of  the  burghers  being  falt-fHh,  itock- 
fifh,  veiy  good  bacon j  rye-bread,  and  very  bad 
cheefe  ;  and  the  peafants  live  cm  roots,  whitr 
meats,  and  rye-bread,  feldom  tafting  frefh  fife, 
and  fcarce  ever  any  flefh,  unlels  on  fome  extra- 
ordinary feftivals,  as  on  St.  Martin's  Eve,  when 
each  family  in  Denmark  never  fails  to  make 
merry,  and  to  have  a  roafted  goofe  for  fnpper. 

The  tables  of  the  rich  are  commonly  well  fur- 
nifhed,  but  the  meat  in  general  is  learn  Wea- 
ther mutton  is  very  fcarce  and  feldom  good. 
Here  are  no  pheafants,  woodcocks,  rabbits,  or 
fallow-deer-,  but  fometimes  a  fmall  roe-buck 
may  be  met  with  in  the  market ;  but  it  is  alia 
generally  lean  :  the  hares  are  however  good 

Sea  filh  is  fcarce,  and  not  good  ;  but  the  ri- 
ver fifh  makes  amends,  here  being  rnoft  excel- 
lent carp,  perch,  and  craw-fifh. 

One  cannot  expect  extraordinary  fruits  fo  far 
north,  yet  the  gentry  do  not  want  fuch  as  arc 
very  tolerable  ;  and  fome  of  the  nobility  hswe 
melons,  grapes,  peaches,  and  all  forts  of  £al- 
lads  in  great  perfection,  and  early  in  the  fea- 
fon. 

In  general  the  people  are  much  addicted  to 
drinking  ;  the  liquors  that  are  moft  in  vogue 
with  the  great  are  Rhenifh  wine,  cherry- brandy," 
and  all  forts  of  French  wine.  The  poor  people 
who  are  able  to  indulge  themfelves,  do  it  with 
bad  beer,  and  Danifh  brandy. 

The  gentlemen  and  officers  drefs  very  fplea- 
didly  after  the  French  mode ;  but  the  winter 
drefs  of  the  ladies,  which  is  Danifh,  is  very  con- 
venient and  becoming.  The  burghers,  the  fer- 
vants, andeven  the  peafants  are  neat  and  cleanly} 
they  love  change  of  their  ordinary  white  linen, 
which  is  here  made  cheap  :  fpinning  employs 
the  leilure  hours  of  the  women. 

Contracts  are  fometimes  made  three,  four  or 
more  years  before  marriage.  The  gentry  give 
portions  with  their  daughters  ;  but  the  burghers 
and  peafants  only  give  cloaths,  houfhold  goods, 
and  a  great  wedding  dinner  •  which  are  all  they 
part  with  during  their  lives. 

The  nobility  are  very  fond  of  magnificent  bu- 
rials and  monuments ;  and  it  is  ufual  to  keep 
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the  body  of  a  perfon  of  quality  in  a  vault,  or  the 
chancel  of  lome  church,  for  feveral  years  toge- 
ther, till  they  have  an  opportunity  to  celebrate 
the  funeral. 

The  poorer  people  are  buried  in  great  thick 
chefls  ;  and  in  the  towns  there  are  about  a  dozen 
common  mourners  belonging  to  each  parifh,  who 
are  obliged  to  carry  the  corpfe  and  attend  the 
funeral. 


Strangers  find  it  very  difficult  to  meet  with 
proper  conveniences  of  lodging  and  eating  in 
Denmark  :  even  in  Copenhagen  there  are  very 
few  if  any  lodgings  to  be  let  in  private  houfes  ; 
and  in  the  taverns  people  mult  be  content  to  eat 
and  drink  in  a  public  room,  into  which  any  o- 
ther  company  may  enter,  and  eat  at  another 
table  ;  unlels  a  perlbn  pays  for  any  very  extraor- 
dinary accommodation. 


THE 


T       RAVE 


S 


O     F 


MONSIEUR     MAUPERTUIS, 

Amd  his  ASSOCIATES  of  the  ROYAL  ACADEMY  of  SCIENCES ; 

Made  by  order   of  the  FRENCH   KING,    to  determine  the  Figure  of  the 
EARTH  at  the   POLAR   CIRCLE. 


CHAP. 


I. 


they  attempt  to  make  their  obfervations  on  the  co  of  of  the  gulph  of  Bothnia,  but  are  difappointed; 
a  defcription  of  feveral  mountains,  woods,  and  rivers  in  Lapland,  in  the  fummer ;  account  of 
a  mountain  onfre. 


THAT  the  reader  may  form  a  cleat- 
idea  of  this  undertaking,  it  is  proper 
to  obierve,  that  Sir  Ifaac  Newton  and 
Mr.  Huygens  had  from  different  obfervations 
concluded  that  the  earth  was  flatted  at  the  poles-, 
but  upon  meafuring  the  whole  area  of  the  meri- 
dian that  paries  through  France,  and  from  other 
operations,  it  was  concluded  by  leveral  of  the 
members  of  the  academy  of  fciences  at  Paris, 
that  the  terraqueous  globe  was  prominent  at  the 
poles. 

Hence  the  members  became  divided  in  their 
fentiments,  and  perplexed  by  their  own  enquiries 
on  fa  important  a  fubjecl,  that  was  juftly  confi- 
dered  as  h;.ving  a  real  influence  on  aftronomy 
and  navigation. 

.  To  put  an  end  to  this  difpute  the  French 
king  refolved  that  it  fhould  be  finally  decided, 
and,  to  the  great  joy  of  the  academy,  an  order 
was  lent  from  court  for  a  certain  number  of  the 
members  to  go  and  meafure  the  firft  degree  of 
the  meridian  at  the  equator. 


Thefe  fet  out  a  whole  year  before  our  author 
and  his  aflbciates  ;  and  the  fame  alacrity,  the 
fame  zeal  to  ferve  their  country  appeared  irt 
thofe  who  were  to  endure  the  rage  of  the  equator 
funs,  and  thole  that  were  to  freeze  beneath  the 
polar  circle. 

The  travels  in  the  north  were  written  by  Mon- 
fieur  Maupertuis,  whofe  fpirited  manner  of  wri- 
ting we  fliall  now  follow,  giving  a  juft  tranflation 
of  his  very  words. 

"  The  company  deftined  for  the  north," 
fays  he,  "  Was  compofed  of  four  academicians, 
"  Meflieurs  Clairaut,  Camus,  Le  Monnier,  and 
"  myielf ;  the  Aljbe  Outhier,  and  Mr.  Celfius 
"  the  celebrated  profeflbr  of  aftronomy  at  Up- 
"  fal,  alio  affifted  at  all  our  operations,  and 
"  their  abilities  and  advice  were  of  Angular  ufe 
"  to  us." 

"  No  fooner  was  the  veffel  that  carried  us  ar- 
"  rived  at  Stockholm,  than  we  refolved  without 
"  lofs  of  time  to  fet  out  for  the  gulph  of  Both- 
"  nia,  where  we  might  judge  which  fide  of  the 

"  gulph 
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gulph  was  proper  for  our  operations,  better 
than  we  could  do  by  trufting  to  our  charts." 
"  Nothing  could  retard  us,  neither  the  fright- 
ful ftories  they  told  us  at  Stockholm,  nor  the 
goodnefs  of  his  Swedifh  majefty,  who,   not- 


withstanding the  orders   he 


had  given 


in  our 


u 


*c  behalf*  told  us  oftener  than  once,  that  it  was 
"  not  without  a  fenfible  concern  he  law  us  pur- 
"  fue  lb  defperate  an  undertaking." 

**  We  arrived  at  Tornea  time  enough  to  fee 
"  the  fun  perform  his  courfe  for  feveral  days  to- 
"  gether  without  letting  :  a  fight  which  ftrikes 
"  with  wonder  an  inhabitant  of  the  temperate 
"  zones,  even  though  he  knows  it  is  what  muft 
"  neceffarily  happen  in  that  climate^" 

"  We  had  flattered  ourfelves  with  the  hopes 
*'  or  performing  our  operation  upon  the  coafts 
**  of  the  gulph  of  Bothnia,  where  we  fhould 
<c  have  the  convenience  of  tranfporting  ourfelves 
"  and  our  inftruments  to  the  different  ftations 
"  by  fca,  and  where  the  many  advantageous 
"  points  of  view,  from  the  iflands  in  all  our 
"  charts,  feemed  to  promife  us  fuccefs.  But 
**  when  we  went  with  great  impatience  to  view 
"  them,  all  our  labour  ferved  only  to  con- 
"  vince  us  that  this  defign  was  impractica- 
"  ble. 

"  The  iflands  that  line  the  coafts  of  the  gulph, 
"  and  the  coafts  themfelvcs,  which  we  fancied 
"  to  be  lb  many  promontories,  that  might  fur- 
£'  nifti  us  with  diftant  points  of  view  from  one 
"  to  another,  lay  all  of  them  lb  low  upon  the 
"  furface  of  the  water,  that  at  a  fmail  diftance, 
"  the  convexity  of  the  earth  muft  nrifc  between 
"  them  and  us.  So  that  after  feveral  fmall  voy- 
ages in  purfuanceof  our  firft  defign  of  mak- 
ing ule  of  thefe  iflands,  we  were  at  laft  ob- 
**  liged  to  give  it  up." 

"  We  now  refolved  to  endeavour  to  perform 
"  our  operations  upon  the  tops  of  the  mountains 
"  to  the  northward  of  Tornea,  though  it  ap 
"  peared  next  to  impoffible.  In  the  defarts  of 
"  a  country  fcarcely  habitable,  in  that  immenfe 
cc  foreft  which  extends  from  Tornea  to  cape 
"  Nord,  we  muft  go  through  operations  that 
"  are  not  eafy,  even  where  no  convenience  is 
"  wanting." 

"  There  were  but  two  ways  of  penetrating 
"  into  thefe  defarts,  both  of  which  we  muft 
"  prove  ;  one  the  failing  up  a  river  full  of  ca- 
*  taracts  -,  the  other  crofling  thick  woods  and 
"  deep  maifhes  on  foot  :  and  if  we  Ihould 
"  be  able  to  make  our  way  into  the  coun- 
**  try,  we  muft,  after  the  moft  painful  march- 
"  es,  be  obliged  to  clamber  up  fteep  rocks, 
"  and  to  clear  the  tops  of  mountains  of 
"  the  wood  that  would  intercept  our  fight." 

"  In  thefe  defarts  we  fhould  be  forced  to  take 
"  up  with  the  moft  wretched  diet,  be  expofed 
"  to  the  flies,  which  in  this  feafen  are  fo  infuf- 
"  ferable  as  to  drive  the  Laplanders  and  their 
!<  rein-deer  from  their  habitations,  to  feek  Ihel- 
M  ter  on  the  coafts  of  the  ocean." 

"  We  were,  in  fine,  to  undertake  this  work 
"  without  knowing,  or  being  able  to  inform 
"  ourfelves,  whether  it  was  practicable  •,  whe- 
**  ther  the  want  of  one^  mountain  might  not, 
"  after  all  our  toils,  interrupt  the  feries  of  our 


"  triangles  •,  or  whether  it  would  be  poflible  to 
"  find  upon  the  river  a  bale  by  which  they 
"  might  be  connected." 

"  But  if  we  fhould  furmount  all  thefe  obfta- 
"  cles,  we  fhould  ftill  have  the  labour  of  build- 
"  ing  obfervatories  on  the  moft  northerly  of  the 
"  mountains  •,  the  trouble  of  carrying  thither 
"  as  numerous  a  collection  ef  inftruments  as  is 
"  perhaps  to  be  leen  in  Europe,  and  of  making 
"  there  the  niceft  ailronomical  obfervations  : 
"  but  we  were  fo  far  from  being  deterred  by 
"  thefe  difficulties*  that  the  profpect  of  con- 
"  quering  them  filled  us  with  pleafure." 

"  We  let  out  from  Tornea  on  Friday  the  fixth. 
"  of  July,  1736,  with  a  company  of  Finland 
"  foldiers,  and  a  good  number  of  boats  laden 
"  with  inftruments  and  provifions." 

"  We  began  our  journey  by  failing  up  the 
"  great  river,  v  hich  riling  in  the  inmoft  parts 
*  of  Lapland,  purfues  its  courfe  till  it  tails 
"  into  the  gulph  of  Bothnia,  having  firft  divi- 
"  ded  itfelf  into  two  branches  that  form  the  ifle 
"  of  Svvertzar,  where  is  built  a  town  cf  the  fame 
"  name,  in  the  latitude  of  fixty-five  degrees 
"  fifty-one  minutes." 

"  From  this  day  forward,  our  only  habitation 
"  was  the  defarts,  and  our  time  was  fpent  on 
"  the  fummits  of  thole  mountains  which  we 
"  were  to  connect  by  our  triangles. 

"  After  a  voyage  of  twelve  hours,  we  landed 
"  in  the  evening  at  Korpikyla,  an  hamlet  by 
"  the  river  fide,  inhabited  by  Ftnlanders  •,  and 
"  having  for  fame  time  travelled  on  foot  acrofs 
"  the  foreft,  arrived  at  the  bottom  of  a  fteep 
"  mountain  called  Niwa,  whole  fummit,  which 
"  is  a  bare  rock,  we  chofe  for  our  iirft  ftanon. 

"  Upon  the  river  we  had  been  tormented  by 
"  great  fiies  with  green  heads,  that  fetched 
"  blood  wherever  they  fixed  :  but  on  the  top  of 
"  this  mountain  we  were  peftered  with  feveral 
"  other  kinds  that  were  ftill  more  intolerable." 

"  By  good  luck  we  found  two  Lapland  girls 
"  tending  a  fmall  herd  of  rein-deer  •,  but  almoft 
"  hid  in  the  fmoak  of  a  great  fire  thev  had  kin- 
"  died  :  and  being  told,  on  enquiry,  that  they 
"  thus  defended  themfelves  from  the  flies,  we 
"  had  immediate  recourfe  to  the  fame  me- 
"  thod." 

"  On  the  eighth  of  July  at  one  in  the  morn - 
"  ing  Mr.  Camus  and  I  left  our  company  upon 
li  Niwa,  to  reconnoitre  the  mountains  to  the 
"  northward.  We  travelled  up  the  river  to  a 
"  high  mountain  called  Avafaxa,  where,  having 
"  cleared  its  top  of  the  trees,  we  caufed  a  fignal 
"  to  be  built.  Our  fignals  were  hollow  cones 
**  compofed  of  a  great  many  large  trees,  ftrip- 
"  ped  of  the  bark,  by  which  means  they  were 
"  white  enough  to  be  vilible  at  ten  or  twelve 
"  leagues  diftance." 

"  This  being  finifhed  we  came  down  from 
"  Avafaxa  and  embarking  on  the  little  river  of  _ 
"  Tenglio,  which  falls  into  the  great  river  at  the' 
"  foot  of  this  mountain,  we  directed  our  courfe 
"  upwards  to  the  nearcft  place  we  could  find,  to 
"  a  mountain  that  feemed  to  fuit  our  purpofe  ; 
"  and  from  thence  a  march  of  three  hours,  over 
"  a  morafs,  brought  us  to  the  foot  of  Horrila- 
"  kero. 

Though 
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"  Though  extremely  fatigued,  we  got  to  the 
top  of  it,   and   fpent  the  night  in   cutting 
down  the  wood  chat  covered  it.     Moll  part 
of  this  mountain  is  a  reddifh  ftone  interfperf- 
ed  with  a  kind  of  white  cryftal. 
"  Here  the  flies,  more  mercilefs  than  thofe  at 
Niwa,   were  not  to  be  driven  oft'  by  fmoke, 
and  we  were  obliged,  notwithftanding  the  ex- 
"  ceffive  heats,  to  wrap  our  heads  in  our  capp- 
"  mudes,   (a  fort  of  gown  made  of  reindeer 
"  fkins)  and  to  cover  ourfelves  with  branches  of 
"  fir,  and  even  whole  trees  ;  which  rather  ftifled 
**  than  defended  us  from  thefe  troublefome  in- 
"  fects. 

"  Having  cut  down  all  the  wood  on  the  top 
"  of  Horrilakero,  and  built  a  fignal,  we  re- 
"  turned  by  the  fame  road  to  our  boats,  which 
"  we  had  drawn  upon  the  bank. 

"  It  is  indted  no  hard  matter  to  drag  along, 
or  even  to  carry  the  boats  ufed  in  the  rivers 
of  Lapland  :  a  few  thin  fir  boards  compofe 
the  whole  vefiel,  which  is  fo  extremely  light 
and  flexible,  that  its  beating,  with  all  the 
force  of  the  fti-earr,  againft  the  ftones,  which 
thefe  rivers  are  full  off,  does  it  no  manner  of 
harm. 

"  It  is  terrible  to  thofe  not  accuftomed  te  it, 
and  aflonifhingeven  to  thofe  who  are,  to  fee 
one  of  thefe  weak  veflels  drive  down  a  cata- 
ract in  a  torrent  of  foam  and  ftones,  fome- 
"  times  railed  aloft  in  the  air,  and  the  next 
"  moment  loft  in  the  deep.  A  bold  Finlander 
"  fleers  ic  with  a  long  oar,  while  his  two  com- 

*  panions  row  hard  to  fave  it  from  the  purfuing 
"  waves,  that  threaten  every  moment  to  over- 
"  whelm  it.  You  may  then  fee  the  whole  keel 
"  by  turns  raifed  above  the  water,  and  leaning 

*  only  with  one  extremity  on  the  top  of  a  yeild- 
"  ing  billow. 

"  With  fuch  courage  and  addrefs  do  thefe 
"  Finlanders  pafs  the  cataracts  •,  but  their  art 
"  and  (kill  in  the  management  of  the  boats  upon 
"  other  occaficns,  is  no  lefs  remarkable  •,  a  tree, 
"  branches  and  all,  commonly  ferves  them  both 
"  for  maft  and  fail. 

"  We  now  embarked  again  on  the  Tenglio, 
"  which  brought  us  down  into  the  river  of  Tor- 
"  nea  on  our  return  to  Korpikyla.  At  four 
"  leagues  from  Avafaxa  we  left  our  boats*  and 
"  after  an  hour's  walk  over  the  foreft,  reached 
"  the  foot  of  Cuitaperi,  a  fteep  mountain  •,  its 
•"  fummit  is  a  rock  covered  with  mofs,  afford - 
"  ing  an  extenfive  profpedt  all  round,  and  to 
"  the  fouth  taking  in  the  gulph  of  Bothnia  : 
"  here  we  erected  a  fignal,  whence  we  could 
"  difcover  all  the  others  v/e  had  raifed,  and  then 
"  continued  our  courfe  down  the  river. 

"  Between  Cuitaperi  and  Korpikyla  we  found 
"  fome  frightful  cataracts,  where  the  Finlanders 
"  always  fet  their  paflengers  afhore  ;  but  our 
"  exceftive  fatigue  made  us  chufe  rather  to  rifle 
"  the  paffage  in  the  boat,  than  to  walk  only  an 
"  hundred  yards. 

"  At  laft,  on  the  evening  of  the  eleventh,  we 
"  joined  our  friends  on  the  top  of  Niwa,  who 
"  had  diicried  our  fignals,  but  from  the  conti- 
"  nual  fogs,  were  unable  to  make  any  obferva- 
;*  tions. 
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"  The  fogs  being  at  length  difperfed  by  the 
"  cold  north  wind,  we  had  fuch  a  view  of  our 
"  feveral  fignals,  as  to  take  their  angles  •,  and 
"  having  finifhed  our  obfervations  there,  we  fet 
"  up  fignals  at  Kakama  and  Pullingi,  where 
"  having  alfo  made  our  obfervations,  we  all 
"  fet  out  for  Avafaxa. 

"  This  mountain  is  feated  on  the  bank  of  the 
"  river,  fifteen  leagues  from  Tornea.  Its  af- 
"  cent  is  difficult,  lying  through  a  wood  that 
"  reaches  half  way  up,  where  it  is  interrupted 
"  by  fteep  flippery  rocks,  and  afterwards  con- 
"  tinued  to  the  very  top  of  the  mountain,  before 
"  we  cut  down  fo  much  of  it  as  was  neceflary  to 
"  open  our  profpedt. 

"  The  north  eaft  fide  is  a  moft  frightful  rocky 
"  precipice,  where  the  falcons  build  their  nefts. 
"  At  its  foot  runs  the  Tenglio,  by  which  it  is 
"  encircled.  From  its  fummit  the  profpedt  is 
"  the  moft  beautiful  that  can  be  imagined ;  to 
"  the  fouth  it  is  unbounded,  and  difcovers  the 
"  courfe  of  the  river  to  avail:  extent:  towards 
"  the  eaft  the  Tenglio  may  be  traced  in  its'paf- 
"  fage  through  feveral  lakes  ;  and  the  view  is 
"  terminated  on  the  north,  at  twelve  or  fifteen 
"  leagues  diftance,  by  a  prodigious  number  of 
"  hills  heaped  one  upon  another. 

"  Upon  this  mountain  we  fpent  ten  days,  dur- 
"  ing  which  curiofity  prompted  the  inhabitants 
"  to  pay  us  frequent  vifits,  bringing  us  fifh  and 
"  fheep,  and  fuch  bad  fruits  as  are  produced 
"  in  the  woods. 

"  The  day  we  left  Avafaxa,  we  crofTed  the 
"  polar  circle,  and  at  three  the  next  morning, 
"  which  was  the  thirty-firft  of  July,  arrived  at 
"  Turtula,  a  hamlet  where  they  were  cutting 
"  their  little  crop  of  barley  and  hay. 

"  After  haying  travelled  for  fome  time  in  the 
"  Woods,  we  embarked  on  a  lake  that  brought 
"  us  to  the  foot  of  Pullingi,  the  higheft  of  all 
"  our  mountains,  and  of  exceeding  difficult  ac- 
"  cefs,  as  well  on  account  of  its  fteepnefs,  as 
"  the  depth  of  mofs  wherein  we  were  obliged  to 
"  fix  our  fteps  :  we,  however,  reached  the  top 
"  at  fix  in  the  morning. 

"  Our  flay  here,  which  was  till  the  fixth  of 
"  Auguil,  was  no  lefs  difagreeable  than  the  af- 
"  cent  had  been  painful.  We  had  a  whole 
"  wood  of  the  largeft  trees  to  fell,  and  the  flies 
"  attacked  us  with  fuch  fury,  that  our  foldiers 
"  of  the  regiment  of  Weftro-Bothnia,a  bodydif- 
"  tinguifhed  for  their  bravery  even  in  Sweden, 
"  and  hardened  by  the  greatefl  fatigues,  were  ob- 
"  liged  to  wrap  up  their  faces,  or  to  fmear  them 
"  over  with  tar. 

"  Thefe  infects  alfo  poifoned  our  victuals  ; 
"  no  iboner  was  a  difh  ferved,  but  it  was  quite 
"  covered  over  with  them,  while  another  fwarm* 
"  with  all  the  rapacioufnefs  of  birds  of  prey,  was 
"  fluttering  round,  to  carry  off  fome  pieces  of  a 
"  fheep  that  was  drefling  for  us. 

"  On  the  fixth  of  Auguil:  we  left  this  mountain 
"  to  go  to  Pello,  where  we  arrived  the  fame 
"  day,  after  having  forced  our  way  up  four  ca- 
"  taracts.  Pello  is  a  village  inhabited  by  a  few 
"  Finlanders  :  in  its  neighbourhood  is  Kittis, 
"  the  loweft  of  all  our  mountains,  where  was 
"  one  of  our  fignals, 

"  As 
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"  As  we  were  going  up,  we  difcovered  a  co- 
"  pious  fpring  of  pure  water,  that  refills  the 
"  keeneft  frofts  ;  for  when  we  returned  to  Pello 
"  about  the  end  of  winter,  while  the  fea  at  the 
"  bottom  of  the  gulph,  and  all  the  rivers  were 
"  frozen  as  hard  as  marble,  we  found  this  fpring 
"  running  as  in  fummer.  We  had  the  good 
"  fortune  to  make  our  obfervations  foon  after 
"  our  arrival,  and  the  next  day  went  to  Tur- 
"  tula. 

"  For  a  month  paft  we  had  been  inhabitants 
"  of  the  defarts,  or  rather  of  the  mountain-tops-, 
"■  the  earth  or  rocks  fpread  with  the  fkins  of 
*«  rein-deer  had  been  our  beds  •,  and  our  food 
•«  was  chiefly  fifh,  brought  us  by  the  Finland- 
**  ers,  or  which  we  ourfelves  had  caught,  and 
*'  berries  or  wild  fruit  that  grew  in  the  woods. 

"  I  left  Turtula,  in  company  with  MefT.  Ou- 
"  thier  and  Celfius,  to  crofs  the  foreft  and  find 
"  the  fignal  erected  at  Niemi ;  and  a  frightful 
f  journey  it  was. 

"  We  fet  out  on  foot,  and  walked  rill  we  got 
"  to  a  brook,  where  we  embarked  in  three  little 
'*  boats :  but  they  pafied  with  fuch  difficulty 
"  between  the  ftones,  that  we  were  obliged 
"  every  inftant  to  get  out  of  them  and  leap  from 
"  one  rock  to  another. 

"  The  brook  brought  us  to  a  lake  fo  full  of 
"  little  yellowifh  grains  of  the  bignefs  of  millet, 
""that  the  whole  water  was  difcoloured  with 
"  them.  I  took  them  to  be  the  chryfalis  of 
"  fome  infect,  and  was  tempted  to  fancy,  that 
"  this  infect  muft  be  fome  kind  of  thefe  flies 
"  that  ib  tormented  us  •,  for  I  could  think  of 
"  no  other  fpecies  of  animals  whofe  numbers 
"  cenefponded  to  the  quantity  of  grains  that 
"  covered  this  large  body  of  water. 

"  From  the  extremity  of  this  lake  we  had  to 
**  walk  to  another  of  very  clear  water.  Here 
"  we  found  a  boat,  and  putting  our  quadrant 
"  on  board,  refolved  to  follow  it  along  the  fide 
"  of  the  lake  on  foot  :  but  the  wood  was  fo 
"  thick,  that  we  were  forced  to  cut  our  way 
"  through  it,  and  were  intangled  at  every  ftep 
"  by  the  depth  of  the  mofs,  and  the  fallen  fir- 
"  trees  that  lay  acrofs  our  way. 

"  In  all  thefe  woods  there  are  almoft  as  many 
"  trees  fallen  as  Handing  •,  for  the  foil,  after  it 
"  has  reared  them  to  a  certain  height,  can  no 
"  longer  furnifh  the  proper  nourifhment,  nor  is 
"  it  deep  enough  to  allow  them  to  take  firm  root; 
"  whence  the  leaft  blaft  of  wind  overfets  them  •, 
"  and  in  all  thefe  woods  nothing  is  to  be  feen 
"  but  firs  and  birches  blown  down.  Time  re- 
"  duces  the  wood  of  the  latter  to  dull,  without 
'«  affecling  the  bark  ;  and  one  is  furprized  to 
"  find  pretty  large  trees  that  crumble  upon  the 
ic  the  flighteft  touch. 

"  This  probably  gave  the  Swedes  the  hint  of 
"  covering  their  houfes  with  this  bark,  and  in- 
**  deed  nothing  could  be  imagined  fitter  for  the 
"  purpofe.  In  fome  provinces  -  they  cover  the 
"  bark  with  earth,  and  form  upon  the  roof  a  kind 
"  of  garden,  fuch  as  are  to  be  feen  upon  the 
lt  houfes  of  Upfal.  In  Weftro-Bothnia  the 
**  bark  is  bound  with  fir  poles  that  hang  down 
.   '  on  either  fide  of  the  roof. 

"  Our  woods  had  therefore  the  afpect  of  the 
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ruins  of  woods  whofe  trees  are  moftly  perifri- 
ed  •,  and  it  was  through  one  of  the  moft  hor- 
rid of  thefe  that  we  now  pafied  with  twelve 
foldiers,  who  carried  our  baggage. 
"  Having  at  length  reached  a  third  lake, 
which  was  very  large,  and  the  fineft  water 
imaginable,  we  put  our  inftrumentsand  bag- 
gage on  board  two  boats  we  found  there,  and 
<  waited  their  return  upon  the  coaft,  when  we 
'  were  ferry'd  over  to  the  foot  of  Niemi. 

"  The  fine  lakes  that  furround  this  mountain, 
't  and  the  many  difficulties  we  encountered  iri 
;"  getting  thither,  gave  it  the  air  of  an  inchant- 
"  ed  ifland  in  romance. 

"  On  one  hand  you  fee  a  grove  of  trees  rife 
"  from  a  plain,  fmooth  and  level  as  the  walks 
"  of  a  garden,  and  at  fuch  eafy  diflances,  as 
"  neither  to  embarrafs  the  walks,  nor  the  pro- 
"  fpeet  of  the  lake  that  wafhes  the  foot  of  die 
"  mountain; 

"  On  the  other  you  have  apartments  of  dif- 
14  ferent  fizes  that  feem  cut  by  art  in  the  rocks, 
"  and  to  want  onfy  a  regular  roof  to  compleat 
"  them.  The  rocks  themfelves  are  fo  perpen- 
"  dicular,  fo  high,  and  fo  fmooth,  that  you 
"  would  take  them  for  the  walls  of  an  unfinifh- 
"  ed  palace,  rather  than  for  the  work  of  na- 

"    tUTC 

"  From  this  height  we  faw  thofe  vapours  rife 
"  from  the  lake  which  the  people  of  the  counJ 
"  try  call  Haltios,  and  deem  the  guardian  fpi- 
"  rits  of  the  mountains. 

"  We  had  been  frightened  with  ftories  of 
**  bears  haunting  this  place,  but  faw  none :  in- 
"  deed  it  feemed  rather  a  place  of  refort  for 
"  fairies  and  genii,  than  for  thofe  favage  ani- 
"  mals. 

"  Having  compleated  our  obfervations,  we 
"  left  Niemi,  repafled  the  three  lakes,  and  got 
"  back  to  Turtula.  We  afterwards  departed 
"  from  thence,  and  fet  out  for  Horriiakero,  en- 
"  tering  the  Tenglio  with  four  boats.  Its  ca- 
"  taracts  are  troublefome  rather  from  the  low- 
"  nefs  of  the  water,  and  the  great  number  of 
"  ftones,  than  the  rapidity  of  the  ftream. 

"  As  we  failed  along  I  was  furprized  to  fee 
"  upon  the  banks  of  this  river,  rofes  of  as  lively 
'*  a  red  as  any  in*  our  gardens. 

"  We  compleated  our  obfervations  at  Horri- 
"  lakero  on  the  feventeenth  of  Auguft,  and  the 
"  next  day  went  to  Ofwer-Tornea,  where  our 
"  whole  company  was  now  afTembled. 

"  But  afterwards,  going  up  to  Avafaxa  to 
"  take  the  angles  that  muft  connect  the  bafe, 
"  which  we  had  fixed  on  the  bank  of  the  river 
"  with  our  triangles,  we  faw  Hornlakero  all  in 
"  flames. 

"  This  is  an  accident  not  uncommon  in 
"  thefe  woods,  where  there  is  no  living  dur- 
"  ring  the  fummer,  without  fmoke,  and  where 
"  the  mofs  and  firs  are  fo  combultible,  that  a 
"  fire  Once  kindled  will  fpread  ever  lome  thou- 
"  fand  acres  •,  and  the  fmoke  of  theie  fires  have 
"  fometimes  retarded  our  obfervations  as  much 
"  as  the  thicknefs  of  the  air. 

"  As  this  fire  on  Horriiakero  had  been  doubt- 
"  lets  occalicned  by  our  not  taking  lufficient 
"  care  to  extinguifh  thofe  we  had  kindled  there, 

"  we 
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"  we  difpatched  thirty  men  to  cut  off  its  com- 

"  muRication    with    the    neighbouring  woods  : 

"  but  three  days   after,   when   he  had    finifhed 

"  our  obfervations  at  Avafaxa,  Horrilakero  was 

"  ftill  burning  ;  we  faw  it  involved  in  a  cloud 

"  offmoke,  and  the   flames,  which   had   made 

"  their  way  downwards,were  ravaging  all  the  fo- 

"  reft  below. 

"  By  the  ninth  of  September,  when  we  had 
"  paHed  forty-three  days  in  thefe  deferts,  we 
"  had  finifhed  as  complete  a  let  of  triangles  as 
"  we  could  have  wifhed  for ;  and  an  undertak- 
"  ing  begun  in  a  manner  at  random,  without 
"  knowing  whether  it  was  at  all  practicable,  had 
"  turned  out  fo  much  better  than  expectation, 
"  that  it  looked  as  if  the  placing  of  thefe  moun- 
"  tains  had  been  at  ourdifpofal. 

"  We  had  built  two  obfervatories  upon  Kit- 
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tis  ;  in  the  one  was  a  quadrant  of  two  feet 
radius,  a  clock  of  Mr.  Graham's,  and  an  in- 
ftrument  which  we  owed  to  the  fame  gentle- 
man, confifting  of  a  telefcope,  moveable  about 
an  horizontal  axis,  which  was  to  determine 
the  direction  of  our  triangles  with  refpect  to 
the  meridian. 

"  The  other  obfervatory,  which  was  much 
larger,  was  built  fo  near  the  firfb,  that  the 
voice  of  him  who  counted  the  pendulum's  vi- 
brations, could  be  diftinctly  heard  from  one 
to  the  other.  An  admirable  fector,  alfo  made 
by  Mr.  Graham,  took  up  almoft  the  whole 
room. 

"  What  difficulty  we  had  in  carrying  fo  ma- 
ny inftruments  to  the  top  of  the  mountain,  I 
fhall  not  mention  ;  it  is  fufficient  that  we  car- 
ried them  up." 


CHAP. 


II. 


Account  of  the  great  hardfoips  they  fuff'crcd  from  the  fever ity  of  the  weather  ;  the  amazing 
foarpnefs  of  the  cold;  and  the  beauty  of  the  northern  lights  in  a  Lapland  winter. 


;  \TC/E  nad  fome  ice  ©n  the  nineteenth  of 
"  V  V  September,  and  fnow  on  the  twenty- 
firft ;  fome  parts  of  the  river  were 
"  alfo  frozen.  On  the  firft  of  November  it  be- 
"  gan  to  freeze  harder,  a<",d  the  next  day  the  ri- 
"  ver  was  quite  froze  up. 

"  The  ice,  which  thawed  no  more,  was  pre- 
"  fently  covered  with  frtow  ;  and  this  vaft  body 
"  of  water,  but  a  few  days  before  full  of  fwans 
"  and  other  water-fowl,  was  now  one  immenfe 
"  plain  of  ice  and  fnow. 

"  Our  work  was  now  in  a  manner  compleat- 
"  ed  •,  we  had  only  to  meafure  our  bale,  which 
"  was  no  more  than  furveying  the  diftance  be- 
"  tween  the  two  fignals  we  had  erected  laft  lum- 
"  mer  •,  but  this  was  to  be  done  upon  the  ice  of 
"  a  river  in  Laphnd,  at  the  diftance  of  above 
"  three  leagues,  in  a  country  where  the  cold 
"  was  growing  every  day  more  intenfe. 

"  ©n  the  twenty  firft  of  December  this  work 
"  was  begun.  In  this  feafon  the  fun  but  j'uft 
"  fhewed  itlelf  above  the  horizon  towards  noon  •, 
**  but  the  long  twilights,  the  whitenefs  of  the 
"  fnow,  and  the  meteors  continually  blazing  in 
"  the  fky,  furnifhed  us  light  enough  to  work 
*'  four  or  rive  hours  every  day. 

"  We  lodged  at  the  houfe  of  the  curate  of 
"  Ofwer-Tornea,  and  at  eleven  in  the  forenoon 
"  began  our  furvey,  attended  by  lb  great  an  e-j 
"  quipage,  that  the  Laplanders,  drawn  by  the 
"  novelty  of  the  fight,  came  down  from  the 
"  neighbouring  mountains.  We  feparated  into 
"  two  bands,  each  of  which  carried  four  rods  of 
"  fir,  each  of  thirty  feet  long. 

"  I  (hall  fay  nothing  of  the  fatigues  and  dan- 
,c  gers  of  the  operation.  Judge  what  it  mull  be 
"  to  walk  in  the  fnow  two  feet  deep,  with  heavy 
"  poles  in  our  hauds,  which  we  were  obliged 
"  to    be   continually   laying  on  the  fnow,  and 


lifting  again 


in   a  cold  fo  extreme,    that 


"  whenever  we  would  tafte  a  little  brandy,  the 
"  only  thing  that  could  be  kept  liquid,  our 
"  tongues  and  lips  froze  to  the  cup,  and  came 
"  away  bloody  ;  in  a  cold  that  congealed  the 
"  fingers  of  feme  of  us,  and  threatened  us  with 
"  ftill  more  difmal  accidents. 

"  While  the  extremities  of  our  bodies  were 
"  thus  freezing,  the  reft,  through  exceffive  toil* 
"  was  bathed  in  fweat.  Brandy  did  not  quench 
"  our  thirft ;  we  muft  have  recourfe  to  deep 
"  wells  dug  through  the  ice,  which  were  fhut 
"  almcft  as  foon  as  opened,  and  from  which  the 
"  water  could  fcarcely  be  conveyed  unfrozen  to 
"  our  lips  ;  thus  were  we  forced  to  run  the  ha- 
"  zard  of  the  dangerous  contrail  which  ice- 
•'  water  might  produce  in  our  heated  bodies. 

"  Our  work,  however,  advanced  apace  •,  for 
"  fix  days  labour  brought  it  to  within  about  five 
"  hundred  toifes,  where  we  had  not  been  able 
"  to  plant  our  flakes  foon  enough  ;  three  of  the 
"  gentlemen  therefore  undertook  this  office, 
"  while  the  Abbe  Outhier  and  I  went  upon  a 
"  pretty  extraordinary  adventure. 

"  We  had  laft  fummer  omitted  an  obferva- 
"  tion  of  fmall  moment :  this  was  taking  the 
"  height  of  an  object  that  we  made  ufe  of  in 
"  meafuring  on  the  top  cf  Avafaxa  ;  and  to 
"  perform  this,  I  undertook  to  go  with  a  qua- 
"  drant  to  the  top  of  the  mountain,  fo  fcrupu- 
"  loufly  careful  were  we  that  nothing  fhould  be 
"  wanting  to  the  perfection  of  the  work. 

"Imagine  a  very  high  mountain  full  ©frocks, 
"  that  lie  hid  in  a  proaigious  quantity  of  fnow, 
"  as  well  as  their  cavities,  wherein  you  may 
"  fink  through  a  cruft  of  fnow  as  into  an  abyfs, 
"  and  the  undertaking  will  fcarce  appear  pofli- 
"  ble  :  yet  there  are  two  ways  of  performing  it; 
"  one  by  walking,  or  rather  Aiding  along  upon 
"  two  ftrait  boards  eight  feet  in  length,  which 
"  the  Finlanders  and  Laplanders  ule  to  keep 

"  them 
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"  them  from  finking  into  the  fnow  :  but  this 
"  way  of  walking  requires  long  practice  :  the 
"  other  is  by  trufting  yourfelf  to  a  rein-deer  uied 
"  to  fuch  journies. 

"  The  machine  drawn  by  thefe  animals  is 
**  here  a  kind  of  beat  fcarce  largeenough  to  hold 
"  the  half  of  one's  body.  As  this  travelling  in  the 
"  fnow  is  akindof  navigation,  that  the  vefTel  may 
*'  fuffer  the  lefs  refiftance  in  its  courfe,  it  has  a 
"  Iharp  head,  and  a  narrow  keel,  like  an  ordi- 
"  nary  boat  •,  and  on  this  keel  it  tumbles  fo  from 
"  fide  to  fide,  that  if  a  man  does  not  take  good 
"  care  to  balance  himftlf,  it  will  be  every  mo- 
tc  ment  in  danger  of  overfetting.  It  is  fixed  by 
"  thongs  to  the  collar  of  the  rein-deer,  who,  as 
*'  foon  as  he  finds  himfelfon  a  firm  beaten  road, 
"  runs  with  incredible  fury.  If  you  would  flop 
"  him,  it  is  to  little  purpofe  to  pull  a  fort  of 
"  rein  that  is  tied  to  his  horns  :  wild  and  un- 
"  manageable,  it  will  only  make  him  change 
"  track,  or  perhaps  turn  upon  you,  and  revenge 
"  himleif  by  kicking. 

"  If  this  happens  to  a  Laplander,  he  turns 
"  the  boat  over  him,  and  ules  it  as  a  buckler 
"  againft  the  attacks  of  the  rein-deer  :  but  as 
"  we  were  (banters  tJ  this  addrefs,  we  might 
"  have  been  killed  before  we  could  put  our- 
"  felves  in  fuch  a  pofture  of  defence.  We  had 
u  nothing  to  defend  us  with  but  a  little  ftick 
**  each  of  us  held  in  his  hand,  by  way  of  rudder 
"  to  fteer  our  courfe,  and  keep  clear  of  the 
"  trunks  of  trees. 

"  In  this  manner  was  I  to  climb  Avafaxa,  ac- 
"  companied  by  the  Abbe  Guthier,  but  we  were 
"  attended  by  two  men  and  a  woman  of  the 
"  country,  and  Mr.  Brunnius  their  curate. 

"  The  firft  part  of  our  journey  was  perform- 
**  ed  in  a  moment -,  for  our  flight  over  the  plain 
"  beaten  road  from  the  curate's  houfe  to  the 
"  foot  of  the  mountain  can  be  compared  only  to 
"  that  of  birds.  And  though  the  mountain 
"  where  there  was  no  track  greatly  abated  the 
"  fpeed  of  our  rein-deer,  they  got  at  length  to 
"  the  top  of  it  ;  where  we  immedia  ely  made 
"  the  obfervation  for  which  we  came.  In  the 
"  mean  while  our  rien-deer  had  dug  deep  holes 
"  in  the  fnow,  where  they  browzed  on  the  mofs 
"  that  covers  the  rocks  :  and  the  Laplanders 
"  had  lighted  a  great  fire,  and  we  prelently  join- 
?  ed  them  to  warm  ourfelves. 

"  The  cold  was  fo  extreme,  that  the  heat  of 
*'  the  fire  could  only  reach  to  a  very  fmall  dif- 
"  tance.  As  the  fnow  juft  by  it  melted,  it  was 
"  immediately  froze  again,  forming  a  hearth  of. 
"  ice  all  round. 

"  Our  journey  up  hill  haJ  been  painful-,  but 
*'  now  our  concern  was  left  our  return  fhould 
"  be  too  rapid.  We  were  to  proceed  down  the 
"  fteep  in  conveyances,,  which,  though  partly 
"  funk  in  the  fnow,  Aid  on  notwithstanding, 
"  drawn  by  animals,  whofe  fury  in  the  plain 
"  we  had  already  tried,  and  who,  though  fink- 
"  ing  to  their  bellies  in  the  fnow,  would  endea- 
*'  vour  to  free  themfelves  by  the  fwiftnefs  of 
"  their  flight. 

"  We  very  foon  found  ourfelves  at  the  bot- 
"  torn  of  the  hill ;  a  moment  after  this  great  ri- 
"  ver  was  crofted,  and  we  we  re  returned  back 


to  the  curate's  houfe. 

"  The  next  day  we  finifhed  our  furvey,  and 
made  all  poflible  hafte  back  to  Tornea,  to  fe- 
cure  ourfelves  in  the  beft  manner  we  were  a- 
ble,  from  the  increafing  feverity  of  the  feafon. 
"  The  town  of  Tornea,  at  our  arrival  on  the 
thirtieth  of  December,  had  really  a  moft 
frightful  afpecl :  its  little  houfes  were  buried 
to  the  tops  in  fnow,  which,  had  there  been 
any  day-light,  muft  have  effectually  fliut  it 
out.  But  the  fnow  continually  falling,  or 
ready  to  fall,  for  the  moft  part  hid  the  fun 
the  few  moments  he  might  have  appeared  at 
mid-day. 

"  In  the  month  of  January  the  cold  was  in- 
creafed  to  that  extremity,  that  Mr.  Reau- 
mur's mercurial  thermomiters,  which  at  Paris, 
in  the  great  froft  of  1709,  it  was  thought 
ftrange  to  fee  fall  to  founeen  degrees  below 
the  freezing  point,  were  now  got  down  to 
thirty-feven.  The  fpirit  of  wine  in  the  others 
was  frozen. 

"  If  we  opened  the  door  cf  a  warm  room,  the 
external  air  inftantly  converted  all  the  vapour 
in  it  into  fnow  ;  whirling  it  round  in  white 
vortexes.  If  we  went  abroad,  we  felt  as  if 
the  air  was  tearing  our  breafts  in  pieces  ;  and 
the  cracking  of  the  wood  of  which  the  houfes 
are  built,  as  it  fplit  by  the  violence  of  the 
froft,  continually  alarmed  us  with  an  encreafe 
of  cold. 

"  The  folitude  of  the  ftreets  was  as  great  as 
if  the  people  had  been  all  dead  :  and  in  this 
country  you  may  often  fee  people  who  hare 
loft  an  arm  or  leg  by  the  froft.  The  cold, 
which  is  always  very  great,  fometimes  in- 
creafes  by  fuch  violent  and  fudden  fits,  as  are 
almoft  infallibly  fatal  to  thole  who  are  (o  un- 
happy as  to  be  expofed  to  it  •,  and  fometimes 
there  rife  fudden  tempefts  of  fnow  that  are 
ftill  more  dangerous. 

"  The  winds  feem  to  blowfrom  all  quarters  at 
once,  and  drive  about  the  fnow  with  fuch 
fury,  that  all  the  roads  are  in  a  moment  ren- 
dered invifible. 

"  Dreadful  is  the  fituation  of  a  perfon  fur- 
prized  in  the  fields  by  fuch  a  ftorm  :  his  know- 
ledge of  the  county,  and  even  the  mark  he 
may  have  taken  by  the  trees  cannot  avail  him : 
he  is  blinded  by  the  fnow,  and  if  he  attempts 
to  find  his  way  home  is  generally  loft. 
"  In  fhort,  during  the  whole  winter  the  cold 
was  fo  exceifive,  than  on  the  feventh  of  April, 
at  five  in  the  morning,  the  termomiter  was 
fallen  to  twenty  divifions  below  the  point  of 
freezing,  though  every  afternoon  it  role  two 
or  three  divifions  above  it :  a  difference  in  the 
height  not  much  lefs  than  that  which  the 
greateft  heat  and  cold  felt  at  Paris  ufually 
produce  in  that  inftrument. 
"  Thus  in  the  fpace  of  twenty-four  hours,, 
we  had  all  the  variety  felt  in  the  temperate 
zones  in  the  compafe  of  a  whole  year. 
"  But  though  in  this  climate  the  earth  is  thus 
horrible,  the  heavens  preient  the  moft  beau- 
tiful profpeefs.  The  lhort  days  are  no  fooner 
clofed,  than  fires  of  a  thoufand  colours  and 
up  the  fky,  as  if  defigned  to 
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"  compenfate  for  the  abfence  of  the  fun  in  this 
"  feafon.  Thefe  fires  have  not  here,  as  in  the 
"  more  foutherly  climates,  any  conftant  fitua- 
"  lien  :  though  a  luminous  arch  is  often  ken 
"  fixed  towards  the  north,  they  item  more  fre- 
"  quently  to  poflefs  the  whole  extent  of  the  he- 
"  mifphere. 

"  Sometimes  they  begin  in  the  form  of  a  great 
"  fcarf  of  bright  light,  with  its  extremities  upon 
"  the  horizon,  which,  with  a  motion  refembling 
"  that  of  afiihing  net,  glides  lwiftly  up  the  iky; 
"  preferving  in  this  motion  a  direction  nearly 
"  perpendicular  to  the  meridian  j  and  moft 
"  commonly  after  thofe  preludes,  all  the  lights 
"  unite  at  the  zenith,  and  form  the  top  of  a 
"  kind  of  crown. 

"  Arcs  like  thofe  feen  in  France  towards  the 
"  north,  are  here  frequently  fituated  towards 
"  the  fouth  ;  and  often  towards  both  the  north 
"  and  fouth  at  once.  Their  fummits  approach 
"  each  other,  and  the  diftance  of  their  extremi- 
"  ties  widens  towards  the  horizon. 

"  I  have  feen  fome  of  the  oppofite  arcswhofe 
"  fummits  almoft  joined  at  the  zenith  -,  and  both 
"  the  one  and  the  other  have  frequently  feveral 
"  concentric  arcs  beyond  it.  Their  tops  are  all 
"  placed  in  the  direction  of  the  meridian,  though 
"  with  a  little  declination  to  the  weft  ;  which  I 
"  did  not  find  to  be  conftant,  and  which  is 
"  fometimes  infenfible. 

"  It  would  be  endlefs  to  mention  all  the  dif- 
"  ferent  figures  thefe  meteors  afiume,  and  the 
"  various  motions  with  which  they  are  agitated. 
"  Their  motion  is  molt  commonly  like  that  of 
♦  a  pair  of  colours  waved  in  the  air,  and  the 
"  different  tints  of  their  light  gives  them  the 
"  appearance  of  fo  many  vaft  ftreamers  of 
"  changeable  taffeta.  Sometimes  they  line  a 
"  part  of  the  iky  with  fcaflet. 

"  On  the  eighteenth  of  December  I  faw  a 
"  phenomenon  of  this  kind,  that  in  the  midft 
"  of  all  the  wonders  to  which  I  was  now  every 
"  day  accuftomed,  railed  my  admiration. 

"  To  the  fouth  a  great  lpace  of  the  flcy  ap- 
"  peared  tinged  with  fo  lively  a  red,  that  the 
"  whole  conltellation  of  Orion  looked  as  if  it 
"  had  been  dipped  in  blood. 


"  This  light,  which  was  at  firft  fixed,  foon 
moved,  and  changing  into  other  colours,  vio- 
let and  blue,  fettled  into  a  dome,  whofe  top 
ftood  a  little  to  the  fouth -weft  of  the  zenith. 
The  moon  fhone  bright,  but  did  not  in  the 
leaft  efface  it. 

In  this  country,  where  there  are  lights  of  fo 
many  different  colours,  I  never  faw  but  two 
that  were  red  ;  and  fuch  are  taken  for  pre- 
lates of  forne  great  misfortune.  After  all, 
when  people  gaze  at  theie  phenomena  with 
an  unphilofophic  eye,  it  is  not  furprizing 
if  they  difcover  in  them  armies  engaged, 
fiery  chariots,  and  a  thoufand  other  prodi- 
gies." ^ 

"  During  the  winter  we  repeated,  many  of  our 
obfervations  and  calculations,  and  found  the 
moft  evident  proofs  of  the  earth's  being  con- 
fiderably  flatted  at'  the  poles. 
"  Mean  time  the  fun  came  nearer,  or  rather 
no  more  quitted  us.  It  was  now  May,  when 
it  was  curious  enough  to  fee  that  great  lumi- 
nary enlighten  for  lb  long  a  time  a  whole  ho- 
rizon of  ice,  and  to  fee  fummer  in  the  heavens, 
while  winter  ftill  kept  pofleffion  of  the  earth. 
We  were  in  the  morning  of  that  long  day  of 
feveral  months ;  yet  the  fun  with  all  his  power 
wrought  no  change  either  upon  the  ice  or 
fnows. 

"  On  the  fixth  of  May  it  began  to  rain,  and 
fome  water  appeared  on  the  ice  of  the  river.' 
At  noon  a  little  fnow  melted  ;  but  in  the 
evening,  winter  refumed  his  rights. 
"  At  length,  on  the  tenth,  the  earth  which 
had  been  fo  long  hid  began  to  appear  ;  fome 
high  points  that  were  expofed  to  the  fun  fhew- 
ed  themfelves,  as  the  tops  of  the  mountains 
did  after  the  deluge,  and  all  the  fowls  of  the 
country  returned. 

"  At  the  beginning  of  June,  winter  yielding 
up  the  earth  and  lea,  we  prepared  for  our  de- 
parture back  to  Stockholm,  and  on  the  ninth 
fome  of  us  let  out  by  land  and  others  by  fea. 
But  the  fequel  of  our  adventures,  and  our 
fhipwreck  in  the  gulph  of  Bothnia,"  fays  our 
author,  "  belong  not  to  the  prefent  fub- 
jea." 
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OF        THE 


KINGDOM    of    POLAND; 

Extracted  from  the  writings  of  Doftor  BERNARD    CONNER, 

Who  refided  in  that  Kingdom  as  Phyfician  to  King  JOHN   SOBIESKI. 


THE  kingdom  of  Poland  extends  about 
feven  hundred  miles  in  length  from 
eaft  to  weft,  and  about  fix  hundred  in 
breadth  from  north  to  fouth.  It  is  bounded  on 
the  north  by  Livonia,  and  other  provinces  of 
the-Mufcovite  empire  ••  on  the  eaft,  by  the  Ruf- 
fian dominions  and  lefler  Tartary  j  on  the  weft 
by  Pomerania,  Brandenburgh,  and  Silefia ;  and 
on  the  fouth  by  Moldavia,  Tranfylvania,  and 
Hungary. 

It  appears  by  this  account,  that  the  people  of 
Poland  have  for  their  neighbours,  the  Ruffians, 
Turks,  Tartars,  Hungarians,  and  other  fubjects 
of  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  and  thofe  of  the  king 
of  Prullia. 

In  general  the  air  of  Poland  is  temperate  and 
healthful,  and  more  fettled  both  in  winter  and 
fummer,  than  in  thofe  countries  which  border 
on  the  ocean. 

The  Baltic,  which  Iks  to  the  northward  of 
Poland,  is  the  only  fea  which  wafhes  that  coun- 
try ;  but  it  is  well  watered  by  rivers  and 
lakes. 

Their  principal  rivers  are  the  Weifel  or  Vif- 
tula,  which  takes  its  rife  in  the  Carpathian  moun- 
tains, which  divide  Hungary  from  Poland  ;  it 
runs  partly  to  the  eaftward,  but  chiefly  from 
fouth  to  north,  watering  many  great  cities,  par- 
ticularly Cracow,  Lublin,  Warfaw,  Thorn,  Ma- 
rienburgh,  and  Dantzick  ;  after  which  it  dif- 
charges  itfelf  into  the  Baltic  fea  : — The  Warta 
or  Varta,  which  rifes  in  the  lefler  Poland,  and 
running  toward  the  north-weft,  pafles  by  Several 
large  towns,  and  then  falls  into  the  Oder : — 
The  Neifter  or  Tyra,  which  has  its  rife  in  Red 
Ruffia,  and  running  to  the  fouth-eaft  through 
Podolia,  pafles  on  to  Bender  in  Turkey,  and 
falls  into  the  Black  f.-a,  about  fixty  miles  to  the 
northward  of  the  mouth  of  the  Danube  : — The 
Nieper  or  Borifthenes,  which  divides  the  domi- 
nions of  Mufcovy  from  thofe  of  Poland  in  feve- 
ral  places,  and  at  length  falls  into  the  Black  Sea 
near  Oczakow  : — The   Dwina,  which  divides 


Livonia  from  Courland,  and  falls  into  the  Bal- 
tic near  Riga  : — The  Bog,  which  rifes  from  a 
lake  in  Podolia,  and  bending  its  courfe  to  the 
fouth-eaft,  unites  its  waters  with  the  Nieper,  a 
little  before  that  river  falls  into  the  Black  Sea. 

Near  the  mouth  of  thefe  two  united  rivers 
ftands  the  fortrefs  of  Kafficarmen,  which  the 
late  czar  of  Mufcovy  took  from  the  Turks  j 
and  by  that  means  a  communication  was  opened 
with  the  Black  Sea ;  but  he  was  obliged  to  re' 
ftore  this  place  as  well  as  Afoph  to  the  Grand 
Seignior,  upon  the  defeat  he  met  with  on  the 
banks  of  the  Pruth. 

Befides  the  rivers  abovementioned  there  is  the 
Niemen  or  Ruffe,  which  takes  its  rife  in  the  Pa- 
latinate of  Novogrodeck,  and  running  north- 
weft,  panes  by  Grodno,  and  at  length  falls  into 
the  Baltic. 

The  dominions  of  Poland  are  commonly  divi- 
ded into  eight  large  provinces,  viz.  Proper  Po- 
land, the  great  dukedom  of  Lithuania,  Pruffia, 
Samogitia,  and  Courland,  Warfovia  or  Maflb- 
via,  Palachia  and  Polefia,  Red  or  Little  Ruffia, 
Podolia,  Volhinia,  and  the  Ukrain. 

In  general  the  foil  is  champaign  and  open  j 
but  toward  the  borders  of  Hungary  mountainous 
and  woody  •,  fo  that  the  places  at  the  greateft 
diftance  from  Hungary  are  moft  fruitful. 

There  is  only  one  great  mountain  in  the  mid- 
dle of  Lefler  Poland,  called  Mons  Calvus.  It 
has  a  monaftery  on  the  top,  famous,  as  they  pre- 
tend, for  the  real  crofs  of  Chrift  :  what  other 
hills  one  meets  with  here,  are  ratherrifing  grounds 
than  mountains. 

The  eallern  parts  of  the  kingdom  are  full  of 
woods,  forefts,  lakes,  marfhes,  and  rivers,  which 
afford  a  delightful  profpect  in  that  open  coun- 
Almoft all  of  it  is  faid  to  have  been  overgrown 
with  wood,  but  now  being  cultivated  by  the  in- 
habitants is  very  fertile,  and  produces  every 
where  all  kinds  of  fruit,  corn,  and  herbs,  A 
great  part  of  the  corn  made  ufe  of  in  Holland 
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comes  from  this  country  by  way  of  Denmark. 

Their  cavalry  is  numerous,  and  well  moun- 
ted, which  is  owing  to  a  very  good  breed  of 
horfes.  Their  paftures  are  good,  and  feed  a 
great  many  cattle,  which  they  export  to  foreign 
countries  :  the  forefts  abound  with  wild  beafts, 
and  alfo  with  bees,  that  afford  valt  quantities  of 
honey  and  wax. 

They  have  alfo  abundance  of  flax  and  hemp, 
and  vines  in  many  places,  whole  grapes  are  grate- 
iul  to  the  tafte,  efpecially  if  the  fummer  and 
harveft  be  favourable  ;  but  the  wine  is  generally 
Very  fharp  when  drawn  off. 

In  the  mountains  there  are  mines  of  lead,  fil- 
ver,  copper,  and  iron  ;  with  other  kinds  of  mi- 
nerals, as  quickfilver  at  Tuftan  in  Red  Ruffia, 
and  vitriol  nearBiecz  in  the  palatinate  of  Craco- 
via  :  but  the  moft  confiderable  of  all  are  the 
fait  mines  at  Bochina  and  Velilca  in  Lefler  Poland, 
which  are  the  chief  riches  of  the  country. 

They  work  in  thofe  mines  as  we  do  in  our 
coal  pits ;  the  fait  is  generally  of  a  bluifh  colour, 
but  fome  of  it  white  and  tranfparent,  like  cry- 
ftal  :  when  k  is  new  dug  it  has  a  brackifh  tafte, 
but  when  expofed  to  the  air  becomes  brittle, 
and  more  fweet  }  they  have  alfo  fome  veins  of 
Sal  Gemmse. 

The  woods  abound  with  hares,  coney's,  Squirrels, 
deer,  foxes,  bears,  wolves,  and  boars.  The 
Mafovian  forefts  have  plenty  of  elks,  wild  afles, 
buffaloes,  and  bifonats,  which  in  fhape  and  horns 
refemble  an  ox  ;  have  manes  like  horfes,  beards 
6n  their  lower  jaws,  tongues  rough  like  a  file, 
and  very  hard,  a  bunch  on  their  backs,  and 
their  hair  fmells  like  mufk.  They  are  amazing- 
ly ftrong  :  the  Polifh  nobility  hunt  them,  and 
efteem  their  flefh  when  powdered  as  moft  delici- 
ous food. 

A  large  quantity  of  all  forts  of  corn  is  produ- 
ced in  the  weftern  parts  of  this  kingdom,  and 
exported  from  Dantzick  •,  as  likewife  honey, 
wax,  opium,  pot-afhes,  fak-petre,  hemp,  flax, 
hops,  fait,  tallow,  pitch,  oak,  wainfcot,  mafts, 
planks,  fir,  deal,  amber,  hides,  tanned  leather, 
Mufccvite  and  Polifh  furs,  Pruffian  wool  for 
coarle  manufactures  •,  vitriol,  lapis  lazuli,  ver- 
million,  brafs,  lead,  iron,  copper,  glafs,  earthen- 
ware, oxen,  hogs,  fheep,,  &c.  to  various  parts 
of  Europe. 

Their  impofts  confift  of  ftuffs,  filk,  worfted, 
Englifh  cloths,  tapeftry,  jewels,  fables,  falt-fifh, 
tin,  fteel,  iron  ware,  &c.  French,  Spanifh,  Rhe- 
nifh,  and  Hungarian  wines,  fpirks,  aqua  vitas, 
brandy,  and  fpice,  of  which  they  confu me  great 
quantities. 

If  the  Poles  were  induftrious  and  frugal,  and 
applied  themfelves  to  manufactures,  they  might 
be  much  richer  than  they  are  -,  but  this  is  far 
from  being  the  cafe  ;  for  the  gentry  are  abso- 
lutely to  follow  no  trade  of  any  kind,  on  pain  of 
forfeiting  their  honour,  and  the  common  peo- 
ple generally  want  money  ;  fo  that  the  trade  is 
chiefly  carried  on  by  foreign  merchants  :  befide 
thefe  hindrances,  fuch  of  the  Poles  as  have  any 
fortunes  fpend  too  great  a  part  of  their  revenues 
in  expenfive  cloaths  and  luxurious  food,  to  be 
able  to  engage  in  any  confiderable  trade  :  nor 
have  they  any  good   ports,  except  Dantzick, 


which  is  not  fufficient  to  improve  the  trade  of  fo 
large  a  country. 

To  this  want  of  commerce  with  other  nations, 
the  PbJes  owe  moft  of  the  defects  in  their  o-0- 
vernment  •,  for  if  they  were  once  convinced  of 
them,  there  is  no  nation  more  capable  or  willing 
to  correct  them  •,  cne  proof  of  which  will  ap- 
pear in  the  following  inftance. 

A  King  of  Poland  being  in  Germany,  and 
finding  himfelf  unable  to  converfe  v.kh  ftrano-- 
ers  in  Latin,  he  was  fo  fenfible  of  the  defect,  that 
on  his  return  to  Poland,  he  caufed  a  grammar- 
fchool  to  be  erected  in  every  town  throughout 
the  kingdom  •,  fo  that  now  there  is  not  a  coun- 
try in  Europe  where  Latin  is  fo  generally  under- 
ftood  as  it  is  in  Poland. 

The  kings  of  Poland  from  the  time  of  Le- 
chus,  have  been  elected  to  the  crown  in  a  regu- 
lar defcent,tho'  not  by  an  hereditary  title.  They 
have  really  been  abfolute,  and  their  will  went 
tor  law  ■,  for  they  made  peace  and  war  when 
they  pleafed,  levied  troops  as  they  thought  fit, 
punifhed  or  pardoned  at  pleafure  ;  and  all  the 
administration,  either  of  public  or  private  affairs, 
was  fo  wholly  logded  in  the  king's  hands,  that 
the  Poles  themfelves  fay,  that  Sigifrnund  II  the 
laft  king  of  the  Jagellon  family,  was  to  the  full 
as  abfolute  as  either  the  king  of  France  or  Den- 
mark is  now. 

Whilft  the  kings  of  Poland  thus  maintained 
a  fupreme  power  over  their  Subjects,  they  ex- 
ceedingly enlarged  their  dominions,  where  fear- 
ed abroad  and  beloved  at  home,  commanded 
numerous  armies,  executed  enterprizes  Speedily, 
and  were  always  lure  of  fuccefs ;  and  this,  be- 
caufe  they  did  not  then,  as  now,  depend  upon 
the  lingering  and  tedious  conclufions  of  a  tur- 
bulent dyet.  But  the  family  of  Jagellon  being 
once  extinct  by  the  death  of  Sigifrnund  II.  who 
had  refigned  his  kingdom  to  the  fenate  and  Po- 
lifh gentry,  and  given  them  full  power  and  au- 
thority to  difpole  thereof  as  they  thought  fit  j 
the  crown  of  Poland  was  declared  once  more 
elective  •,  to  the  end,  that  all  the  princes  of 
Chriftendom,  who  had  due  merits  and  qualifi- 
cations, might  have  a  right  to  afpire  thereunto. 

For  this  reafon  moft  of  the  princes  of  Europe 
have  ever  fince  courted  the  Polifh  nobility  ;  ei- 
ther to  get  the  election  determined  in  their  own 
favour,  or  elfe  to  have  fome  of  their  friends  ad- 
vanced to  that  great  dignity.  The  gentry  of 
Poland  therefore  obferving,  that  feveral  princes 
always  afpired  to  their  crown  •,  and  confidering 
that  none  of  them  had  more  right  than  the  reft, 
and  that  it  lay  together  in  their  own  power  to 
choofewhom  they  pleafed,  refolved  unanimoufly 
to  elect  none  but  fuch  as  would  fwear  to  ob- 
ferve  the  terms  and  conditions  they  pro- 
pofed. 

The  Poles,  by  this  means,  have  limited  the 
ancient  power  of  their  kings,  and  have  reduced 
it  to  its  prefent  bounds  •,  that  is  barely  to  a  third 
part  of  the  dyet  :  for  the  Poles  very  reafonably 
concluded,  that  no  perfon  would  fcruple  Sub- 
mitting  to  any  reafonable  conditions,  to  become 
mafter  of  fo  confiderable  a  kingdom,  to  which 
he  had  no  right,  either  by  birth  or  any  other 
claim. 

Thus 
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Thus  the  gentry  of  Poland,  from  an  abfolute 
monarchical  government,  have  made  a  perfect 
republic,  confifting  of  three  orders  :  the  king, 
fenate,  and  nobility. 

The  inhabitants  of  Poland  are  divided  into 
two  forts  of  people  :  The  nobility,  gentry,  or 
free-born  fubjedb,  who  are  fcarcely  a  tenth  part 
of  the  kingdom  ;  and  their  vaffals,  who  are  not 
a  degree  above  flaves,  for  they  have  no  benefit 
of  the  laws,  can  purchafe  no  eftates,  nor  enjoy 
any  property. 

The  dyet  of  Poland  is  compofed  oftwohoufes-, 
the  houfe  of  fenators,  which  is  not  unlike  our 
houfe  of  lords  ;  and  the  houfe  of  Nuncios,  which 
bears  a  refemblance  to  our  houfe  of  commons  : 
the  fenators  confift  of  the  bifhops,  palatines, 
caftellans,  and  the  ten  great  officers  of  the 
crown  •,  their  whole  number  being  about  one 
hundred  and  forty-two. 

In  the  upper  houfe  the  fenators  fit;  not  by 
any  writ  of  iummons,  or  letters  patent,  as  in 
England  •,  but  only  by  virtue  of  the  great  pre- 
ferments in  the  gift  of  the  crown  ;  fo  that  in  fact 
the  king  confthuies  the  whole  upper  houfe. 

The  members  of  the  lower  houfe  are  the  re- 
prefentatives  of  the  gentry,  elected  by  them  a- 
lone  in  their  refpective  provinces,  without  the 
concurrence  of  the  common  people,  who  have 
no  privilege  in  their  election  ;  fo  that  nine  parts 
in  ten  of  the  inhabitants  of  Poland  are  excluded 
from  all  fhare  in  the  government. 

The  grand  dyet  of  Poland  is  compofed  of  the 
king,  fenators,  and  deputies,  aftembled  in  any 
part  of  the  kingdom  that  his  majefty  commands. 
Without  this  great  aiTembly  of  the  ftates,  the 
king  can  neither  make  or  repeal  laws,  declare 
war,  conclude  a  peace,  make  alliance  with  any 
foreign  prince,  raile  troops,  impofe  taxes,  or 
coin  money  :  in  a  word,  he  can  determine  no 
matter  of  any  importance,  without  the  unani- 
mous concurrence  of  this  parliament,  which  they 
ftile  the  free  ftates  of  Poland. 

Several  motives  have  inclined  the  Poles  to 
eftabliih  this  kind  of  mixed  government  •,  which 
they  take  to  be  a  juft  temperament  of  what- 
ever is  to  be  found  mod  excellent  in  the  feveral 
monarchies,  ariftocracies,  and  democracies  that 
have  been  in  the  world. 

It  has  however  appeared  from  experience, 
that  their  endeavours  in  this  refpect  have  not 
been  very  fucceisful,  fince  there  is  hardly  a  con- 
ftitution  in  the  world,  or  at  leaft  in  Europe, 
that  anfwers  the  ends  of  government  worfe  than 
theirs  ;  which  is  very  often  the  cafe,  where  peo- 
ple aim  at  fuch  a  degree  of  perfection  as  is  not 
to  be  attained  in  human  affairs. 

The  republic  is  divided  into  two  ftates,  the 
kingdom  of  Poland,  and  the  great  dutchy  of 
Lithuania  ;  both  which  are  but  as  one  body, 
having  the  fame  king,  the  fame  dyet,  the  fame 
laws,  the  fame  privileges,  the  fame  religion  ; 
and,  as  the  natural  refult  of  all  thefe,  the  fame 
intereft.  Thefe  two  ftates  are  fo  well  united, 
that  a  king  cannot  be  elecled,  a  law  made,  or 
any  thing  of  confequence  done,  without  the 
mutual  confent  of  both. 

When  a  king  of  Poland  is  juft,  liberal,  and 
religious  ;  one  who  obkrves  the  laws  and  con- 


ftitutions ;  and,  in  a  word,  who  has  no  other  in- 
tereft but  the  good  "and  fafety  of  his  fubjects  •, 
he  is  as  much  refpected,and  as  faithfully  obeyed 
in  times  of  peace  and  war,  as  moft  princes  in 
Europe. 

No  monarch  has  greater  advantages  with  re- 
gard to  war  ;  for  he  is  neither  at  the  trouble  of 
railing  forces,  or  expence  in  maintaining  them  ; 
his  bufinefs  being  only  to  convene  the  dyet,  and 
they  do  all  thefe  things. 

When  war  is  declared,  he  can  continue  the 
fame  either  by  himfelf  or  his  generals,  can  re- 
gulate his  troops,  and  fee  his  army  paid  out  of 
the  treafury  of  the  republic  :  he  has  the  utmoft 
reafon  to  expect  fuccefs  in  his  expeditions ;  be- 
caufe,  not  having  undertaken  them  on  his  own 
account,  thofe  that  engaged  him  will  infallibly 
fupport  him  in  them,  and  the  rather,  becaufe 
what  is  done  is  with  their  own  confent. 

This  has  proved  the  fource  of  that  almoft 
conftant  fuccefs  which  has  attended  the  Polifh 
army  till  within  thefe  few  years,  when  the  king 
and  his  fubjects  have  not  been  quite  on  as  good 
terms  with  each  other  as  they  were  formerly. 

His  Poliih  majefty  has  generally  a  large  eftate 
of  his  own  ;  for  the  Poles  never  chufe  to  elect  a 
poor  prince,  left  his  children  might  occafion  an 
expence  to  them  after  his  death.  His  majefty 
likewife  gets  large  fums  of  money  for  nomina- 
tions to  employments,  which  have  been  fre- 
quently fold,  though  contrary  to  the  conftitu- 
rions  of  the  kingdom  ;  nay  the  ecclefiaftical  be- 
nefices, which  are  very  confiderable,  are  likewife 
put  under  contribution  by  fome  artifice  or  other: 
thus  the  promotion  of  the  biihop  of  Cracow, 
whofe  bifhopric  is  worth  eight  thoufand  pounds 
fterling  per  Annum,  (which  will  go  farther  than 
twenty  thoufand  pounds  in  England)  was  pro- 
cured, in  the  reign  of  king  John  Sobieflci,  by 
laying  a  wager  of  fifty  thoufand  crowns  with  ths 
queen,  that  he  did  not  obtain  that  preferment ; 
which  the  king  no  fconer  knew  than  he  bellow- 
ed it  upon  him,  by  which  the  queen  won  her 
wager. 

The  revenues  of  the  crown  arife  from  cuf- 
toms  and  excifes,  from  part  of  the  duties  of  the 
port  of  Dantzick,  from  the  heavy  tax  laid  upon 
the  Jews,  and  from  the  fait  mines  •,  which  all 
together  bring  in  rather  more  than  three  hun- 
dred thoufand  pounds  fterling  annually. 

His  Majefty's  power  of  bellowing  preferments 
does  not  extend  to  Foreigners  ;  neither  can  he 
take  away  any  poft  that  he  has  beftowed,  or  lef- 
fen  its  privileges  or  revenues. 

While  the  king  lives,  his  eldeft  fon  has  the 
title  of  prince  of  Poland  ;  but  he  lofes  it  on  the 
accelfion  of  a  new  king,  and  is  ftiled  prince  by  the 
name  of  his  family  :  and  fuch  precautions  are  ta- 
ken, that  it  is  very  difficult  for  a  king  of  Poland 
to  make  the  crown  hereditary  in  his  own  family. 

It  may  be  now  proper  to  mention  the  nobility 
of  Poland,  which  comprehends  all -the  gentry  in 
that  country,  and  even  all  thofe  whom  in  Eng- 
land we  ftile  only  freeholders.  Of  thefe  every 
gentleman  or  nobleman  has  his  coat  of  arms 
granted  by  the  republic  ;  but  then  he,  or  fome 
of  his  family,  muft  have  an  eftate  in  land. 
They  are  capable  of  the  greateft  offices  in  the 
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kingdom,  and  may  buy  lands  where  they  pleafe, 
and  have  a  right  to  be  eletfed  king,  if  their  cre- 
dit and  intereft  can  procure  it. 

Every  gentleman  is  a  ibvereign  prince  in  his 
own  lands,  and  has  power  of'life  and  death  over 
his  tenants  ;  who  have  no  laws  nor  privileges  to 
protect  them.  They  dare  not  leave  his  lands 
to  go  to  others,  on  pain  of  death,  unlefs  he  fells 
therrj  ;  and  if  he  do,  his  tenants  pals  with  his 
lands.  But  if  their  lords  raviih  their  wives,  or 
daughters,  the  tenants  may  leave  his  fervice. 

It  one  lord  kills  another's  fervant  he  is  not 
puinfhed  for  it,  but  only  obliged  to  give  him 
another  in  his  room,  or  as  much  money  as  will 
buy  one  ;  and  to  maintain  the  family  of  him 
that  is  killed.  If  he  kills  one  of  his  own  flaves 
he  only  pays  a  fine  •,  nay,  if  one  gentleman  kills 
another,  he  cannot  be  apprehended  or  imprifon- 
ed,  unlefs  convicted  by  a  court  of  jultice  :  which 
gives  him  time  enough  to  efcape  :  and  when 
condemned  he  cannot  be  executed  without  the 
king's  content. 

No  foldiers  can  be  quartered  upon  the  gen- 
try ;  if  any  oificer  does  it,  the  dyet  either  fen- 
tences  him  to  die,  or  declares  him  infamous. 
The  houfes  of  the  nobility  are  fanctuaries,  fo 
that  no  delinquent  can  be  taken  there  by  force, 
though  he  has  been  arretted. 

If  a  nobleman  will  fwear  that  his  goods  were 
not  bought,  but  are  the  product  of  his  lands,  he 
may  fend  them  any  where  out  of  the  kingdom, 
and  without  cuftom  •,  and  after  he  has  fworn, 
his  certificate  fufnces  to  exempt  the  purchafer 
from  the  duty. 

In  Prufiia  the  nobles,  as  well  as  ail  the  other 
inhabitants,  are  free  from  cuftoms  by  the  Magna 
Charta  of  Culm.  All  the  gentry  of  Poland  are 
equal  by  birth,  and  therefore  they  are  regardlefs 
of  titles  of  honour,  but  think  that  of  a  noble 
Pole,  or  gentleman  of  Poland,  the  greateft  they 
can  poflels. 

The  title  of  prince  belongs  only  to  the  fons 
of  the  royal  family  •,  for  though  fome  are  made 
princes  of  the  empire,  and  as  fuch  have  the 
title  of  prince,  they  have  no  precedency  on  that 
account.  In  Poland  there  are  no  Dukes,  Mar- 
quifies,  Counts,  Vifcounts,  or  Barons,  but  what 
have  foreign  titles,  which  are  commonly  delpifed 
by  the  relt  of  the  gentry.  The  Polilh  gentry 
are  rendered  very  powerful  by  thefe  great  pri- 
vcleges  ;  many  of  them  have  large  territories 
with  a  defpotic  power  over  their  tenants,  whom 
they  call  their  lubjecrs  :  fome  of  them  have 
eftates  of  five,  fome  fifteen,  fome  twenty,  and 
others  even  thirty  leagues  in  extent  ;  but  the 
poor  gentry  have  their  votes  in  the  diet,  as  well 
as  the  richeft. 

Some  of  the  gentry  of  Poland  are  heredi- 
tary fovereigns  of  cities,  with  which  the  king 
has  nothing  to  do ;  and  Lubomirfki  in  par- 
ticular, is  mafter  of  above  four  thoufand 
towns  and  villages.  The  chief  of  the  gentry, 
have  horfe  and  foot  guards,  which  keep  centry 
at  their  gates  night  and  day  •,  and  fome  of  them 
can  raife  five,  fix,  eight,  or  ten  thoufand  men^ 
and  maintain  them  at  their  own  expence. 

"When  they  come  to  the  dyet  fome  of  them 
make  a  very  grand  appearance,  not  having  lefs 
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than  five  thoufand  guards.  They  look  on  them- 
felves  (elpecially  the  fenators)  above  any  prince 
in  Germany,  and  Want  nothing  of  fovereign 
power  but  the  liberty  of  coining  money,  which 
is  referved  to  the  republic. 

In  Poland  foreign  ambaffadors  are  obliged  to 
make  a  great  figure,  or  they  are  defpifed  by 
the  gentry. 

The  dyet  or  other  tribunals  decide  all  fuits 
of  law  between  the  great  men  -,  yet  the  exe- 
cution of  the  fentence  muft  be  left  to  the  longeft 
fword  •,  for  the  jultice  of  the  kingdom  is  com- 
monly too  weak  for  the  grandees  ;  who  fome- 
times  raife  five  or  fix  thoufand  men  of  a  fide, 
plunder  and  burn  one  another's  .cities,  and  be- 
fiege  caftles  and  forts  :  for  they  think  it  below 
them  to  fubmit  to  the  fentence  of  judges  without 
a  field  battle. 

In  Poland  there  are  three  ways  of  forfeiting 
nobility  :  by  fome  heinous  crime  ;  for  inftance, 
when  a  nobleman  permits  one  that  is  ignoble  to 
ufurp  his  coat  of  arms  ;  by  exercifing  any  trade 
or  merchandize  ;  (fometimes  poftenty  are  re- 
ftored,  when  parents  have  quitted  their  title 
through  poverty)  and  by  bearing  office  in  any 
city  that  is  not  privileged.  All  the  nobility 
love  to  make  a  fhew,  and  to  be  fplendidly 
clad. 

In  former  times  they  were  very  much  attach- 
ed to  foreign  fafhions  •,  when  they  had  wars  a^ 
gainft  the  Mufcovites  they  followed  theirs,  and 
when  with  the  Turks  they  took  up  their  habits. 
Their  prefent  garb  is  a  veft  that  reaches  to 
the  middle  of  the  legs,  with  a  long  robe  lined 
with  fur,  and  tied  about  their  middle  with  a 
fafh  ;  little  boots  with  iron  heeh,  fur  caps,  and 
a  fabre  by  their  fide. 

When  they  ride  they  have  a  fhort  cloak,  like 
an  Irilh  mantle,  furred  within  and  without.  The 
better  fort  have  rich  furs  from  Mufcovy,  but 
the  poorer  gentry  content  themielves  with  the 
fkins  of  tygers,  leopards,  panthers,  and  a  kind 
of  grey  furs.  The  fineft  of  their  fur-fuits  cofb 
above  a  thoufand  crowns,  are  wore  only  at 
dyets,  and  defcend  from  father  to  fon. 

Some  of  the  Polifli  gentry  imitate  the  French 
fafhion,  and  wear  linen,  lace,  perukes,  and 
fwords.  The  ordinary  fort  of  gentry  put  chaff 
into  their  boots.  Some  of  their  gentry  have 
fifty  fuits  of  cloaths,  all  as  rich  as  poflible,  and 
they  love  to  have  their  fervants  almoft  as  well 
drefled  as  themfelves, 

The  peafants  of  Poland,  being  born  flaves, 
have  no  notion  of  liberty  ;  in  Courland  they  are 
as  fubject  to  their  landlords  as  in  Poland,  and 
in  both  countries  almoft  adore  them.  They  love 
their  landlords,  fight  for  them,  and  all  they 
have  is  abfolutely  at  their  difpofal. 

When  the  wives  or  daughters  of  the  pea- 
fants are  debauched  by  their  fuperiors,  the  poor 
men  efteem  it  no  difhonour,  nor  do  they  think 
the  worfe  of  the  women  for  the  connection. 

They  have  hardly  any  fenfe  of  religion,  but 
work  on  Sundays  for  their  own  fubiiftence,  be- 
ing obliged  to  work  three  or  four  days  in  a  week 
for  their  lords,  without  food  or  wages,  and  each 
of  them  earns  at  leaft  ten  pounds  a  year  for  his 
mafter. 

They 
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They  have  no  property,  nor  can  they  be 
made  free,  unlefs  they  go  into  fome  convent, 
and  are  ordained  priefts,  or  their  matters  ravifh 
their  wives  or  daughters; 

When  a  lord  lets  any  ground  to  a  peafant,  he 
orders  his  other  peafants,  at  their  own  expence, 
to  give  him  a  cow,  hens,  geefe^  and  as  much 
rye  as  will  maintain  him  a  year  •,  and  likewile  to 
build  him  a  houle. 

The  author  of  this  account  fays,  heafked  fome 
of  the  Polifh  noblemen,  why  they  undervalued 
their  boors,  and  treated  them  with  fo  much  in- 
humanity i  to  which  they  anfwered,  that  for- 
merly all  the  boors  revoked  from  their  land- 
lords, and  confpired  their  deftruction  ;  when 
they  actually  murdered  fo  many,  that  the  reft 
were  obliged  to  leave  the  kingdom,  or  to  fecrete 
themfelves  :  but  at  length,  the  gentry  affem- 
bling  themfelves  from  all  parts,  and  being  affift- 
ed  by  their  neighbours,  quelled  the  peafants, 
(who  had  defigned  to  have  erected  a  common- 
wealth of  their  own)  and  reduced  them  to  fuch 
extremities,  that  they  had  ever  fince  been  con- 
tented to  live  like  flaves. 

The  peafants,  in  the  winter,  wear  a  fheep's 
fkin  with  the  wool  inward,  and,  in  fummer,  a 
clofe-bodied  coat  of  coarfe  ftuff,  and  very  ordi- 
nary caps  ;  they  wrap  the  rind  of  trees  round 
their  legs  inftead  of  boots,  with  the  thicker  parts 
to  guard  their  feet  againft  the  ftones  :  they  fhave 
their  faces,  leaving  only  a  large  whifker,  and  cut 
their  hair  clofe  like  monks. 

They  walk  gravely  with  a  pole-axe  in  one 
hand,  and  have  a  fabre  by  their  fide,  which  they 
never  put  off  till  they  go  to  bed  ;  it  hangs  by  a 
ftrap  of  leather,  to  which  there  is  faftened  a 
handkerchief,  knife,  and  fheath,  and  a  fmall 
ftone  to  whet  their  knives. 

The  Boors  of  Lithuania  wear  fhoes  made  of 
the  barks  of  trees,  and  their  ftockings  of  thin- 
ner bark,  which  they  wrap  about  the  calves  of 
their  legs.  Before  they  enter  any  town,  they 
always  take  care  to  put  on  frefh  fhoes  ;  they 
alio  wear  a  fort  of  afh-coloured  habit,  with 
fieeves  woven  all  of  a  piece. 

The  boors  here  are  more  miferable  than  in 
Polard  •,  for  gentlemen  commonly  go  into 
Boors  houfes,  though  not  their  own,  take  all 
they  have,  and  beat  and  wound  them,  becaufe 
they  are  not  able  to  bribe  fuch  as  have  power  to 
do  them  jufice. 

The  Pruffian  gentry  are  not  fo  gaudy  in  their 
habits,  as  thofe  of  the  more  fouthern  parts  of 
Poland;  their  peafants  differ  alio  in  habits  from 
thefe  of  Polund,  and  wear  fometimes  long  ftrait 
coats  of  leather. 

The  apartments  of  the  Poles  are  not  united, 
nor  do  they  ever  live  above  ftairs  ;  the  kitchen 
is  on  one  title,  the  ftable  on  another,  the  dwell- 
ing-houfe  on  the  third,  and  the  gate  in  the  front. 
Their  houfes  are  for  the  moft  part  of  wood, 
but  they  have  fome  of  brick  and  ftone. 

Their  rooms  are  generally  hung  with  tape- 
ftry  or  arras  :  but  toward  Tartary  they  keep  no 
extraordinary  furniture,  becaufe  of  the  incurfions 
of  that  barbarous  people.  They  content  them- 
felves with  a  few  fmall  beds,  with  taffaty  cur- 
tains j  and  if  any  lodge  at  their  houfes,  they 


muff,  carry  their  bedding  with  them. 

The  moveables  of  the  peafants  are  a  few  ear- 
then and  wooden  difhes,  a  hard  bed,  and  a 
wretched  coverlid  ;  their  children  are  not  al- 
lowed beds  till  they  marry,  but  lie  upon  boards 
by  the  fire  :  they  have  no  chimnies,  but  little 
holes  in  the  tops  of  their  houfes. 

The  peafants  children  go  naked  till  they  are 
four  or  five  years  old,  and  frequently  eat  in  the 
fame  trough  with  the  pigs.  They  crawl  on 
their  hands  and  feet  till  they  are  ftrong  enough 
to  walk,  and  when  they  are  dirty,  the  mother 
wafhes  them  in  cold  watery  which  makes  them 
exceeding  hardy. 

The  peafants  of  Lithuania  and  Samogitia  build 
their  houfes  round,  narrow  and  open  at  the  top,  to 
let  out  the  fmoke  and  ftink  •,  thefe  houfes  are  co- 
vered with  boards,  ft  raw,  bark  of  trees,  &c.  and 
both  the  family  and  cattle  live  under  the  famo 
roof 

The  gentry  of  Poland  have  feldom  any  gar- 
dens or  orchards,  though  the  country  is  well 
adapted  thereto,  and  by  making  cyder  and  per- 
ry, they  might  fave  a  great  quantity  of  corn, 
which  is  confumed  in  beer. 

They  generally  eat  beef  and  veal,  leaving  the 
mutton  to  their  fervants.  There  are  hardly  any 
fifh  in  the  Baltic  fea,  but  that  is  fupplied  by  the 
great  quantities  of  frefh  water  fifh  with  which 
the  lakes  and  rivers  abound. 

Their  common  drink  is  beer,  which  in  Pru- 
ffia  is  made  only  of  malt,  but  in  the  reft  of  Po- 
land of  wheat  ground  fmall  and  boiled  with 
hops  :  they  fometimes  mix  it  with  oats  and  fpelt, 
z  kind  of  which  grows  in  Italy  and  Flanders  :  In 
Ruflia,  Lithuania,  and  the  Ukrain,  they  make 
mead  ;  at  Warfaw  they  mix  it  with  fpice,  and 
the  juice  of  cherries  and  blackberries. 

The  Poles  and  Lithuanians  have  wine  from 
France,  Italy,  Germany  and  Hungary,  which, 
laft  exceeds  Spanifh  wine  in  ftrength,  and  is 
brought  to  Cracow  over  the  Carpathian  moun- 
tains in  large  cafks  drawn  by  oxen,  and  fold  at 
twenty  fhillings  the  polifh  pot,  which  is  about 
three  quarts.  The  Italian  wine  is  likewife  brought 
over  land,  which  confideiably  enhances  the 
price. 

In  the  morning  both  men  and  women  com- 
monly drink  beer,  in  which  is  boiled  ginger, 
iugar,  and  the  yolks  of  eggs  :  they  eat  all  kinds 
ot  mufhrooms,  and  preferve  them  for  pickles  ; 
and  are  immoderately  fond  of  rufty  bacon  and 
peafe. 

They  ufe  an  exceffive  quantity  of  fpice,  eat  a 
deal  of  poppy-feed,  and  drink  the  milk  of  the 
poppies,  which  they  alfo  make  into  fcveral  kinds 
of  iauce  :  they  likewile  make  abundance  of  oil 
ot  the  feeds  of  hemp  and  flax,  which  they  eat  on 
fail-days. 

In  general  they  eat  a  large  quantity  of  meat 
to  a  little  bread,  though  they  have  corn  in  a- 
bua-.fance,  eipecially  rye,  which  is  better  than 
that  of  other  countries. 

They  are  very  fond  of  roots  ;  have  a  difh 
called  crakat,    made  of  coarie  flour  of  wheat," 
barley,   millet,  or   oats  ;  and   fometimes,  of  a 
imall  grain  they  call  manna  :  on  flefh-days  they 
eat   it  with  milk  and  butter,  and  on  faft-days 
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they  eat  it  with  oil.  When  the  Boors  want  bread, 
they  make  it  of  ac<prns  dried  and  ground. 

The  Poles  have  a  peculiar  way  of"  preferving 
cabbage  ;  they  chop  it  fmall,  put  it  into  a  tub 
between  lays  of  fait,  prefs  it  very  hard,  and  af- 
terward pour  warm  water  upon  it,  which  makes 
it  ferment,  and  ferves  them  for  pickle  :  this 
they  preferve  all  the  winter,  and  fometimes  the 
whole  year ;  though  it  fmells  ftrong  even  at  a 
diftance,  yet  they  think  it  a  great  dainty. 

Near  the  mountains  of  Hungary  there  are 
wild  goats,  which  they  admire  as  very  good 
meat  :  they  alfo  make  a  dim  of  beavers-tails  •, 
bears-paws  pickled,  they  reckon  moft  delicate 
food. 

When  they  kill  elks  they  do  not  gut  them  for 
fourteen  or  fifteen  days,  and  in  the  winter,  not 
in  a  month.  When  the  grandees  come  to  the 
dyet,  they  bring  them  in  their  (kins  and  guts, 
and  hang  them  at  their  windows  by  five  or  fix  at 
a  time,  till  they  grow  rank,  when  they  roaft 
fome,  and  drefs  others  like  beef  a-la-mode  •, 
and  none  but  great  men  have  this  difh  at  their 
tables. 

The  poles  are  generally  courteous  and  hofpit- 
able  to  ftrangers,  invite  them  to  their  houles, 
converfe  with  them  freely,  and  endeavour  to 
imitate  them  ;  and  the  fiavery  of  their  Boors  is 
fo  much  the  more  tolerable  to  them,  becaule 
they  feldom  want  the  neceffaries  of  life. 

They  have  great  pienty  of  flefh,  fifh,  and  fowl, 
and  are  good  marks- men  ;  maintaining  their 
families,  in  a  great  meafure,  by  fowling.  Every 
houle  has  four  or  five  hand-mills  to  grind  their 
corn. 

The  peafants  of  Samogitia  are  not  fo  labori- 
ous as  thofe  of  Lithuania,  and  confequently  have 
not  fuch  plenty  •,  inftead  of  bread,  they  eat  a 
fort  of  turnips  as  big  as  a  man's  head,  which 
grow  without  cultivation.  They  quench  many 
red-hot  ftones  one  after  another,  in  their  beer, 
metheglin,  and  mead,  after  they  have  boiled  it 
a  whole  night,  in  order  to  make  their  bellies 
foluble  :  they  put  this  liquor  into  veffels  made 
of  the  bark  of  trees. 

At  their  feafts  they  reward  the  greateft  drink- 
ers with  a  fhirt,  handkerchief,  frock,  or  the 
like.  They  are  content  with  a  moderate  quan- 
tity of  food,  and  are  more  addicted  to  floth  than 
gluttony  ;  yet,  like  the  Poles  and  Lithuanians, 
they  drink  hard,  efpecially  at  feafts. 

When  the  people  of  fortune  make  a  feaft, 
they  never  provide  knives,  forks  or  fpoons  for 
their  guefts,  but  every  one  brings  his  own.  They 
have  a  broad  piece  of  ftarched  linen  fewed  round 
the  table-cloth  inftead  of  napkins  ;  and  the  rea- 
fon  they  give  for  this  is,  to  prevent  their  fervants 
from  fteahng. 

The  fervants  have  the  meat  given  them  from 
the  table  by  their  mafters,  and  eat  it  behind  their 
backs  :  they  bring  twice  as  much  wine  as  thf  ir 
raafters  want,  and  drink  the  remainder  themfelves. 
Friends  and  neighbours  take  their  turns  to 
make  feafts  for  each  other  :  bumpers  are  much 
in  ufe  among  them,  and  they  will  fcarce  excufe 
a  man  unlefs  he  pledges  them.  This  vice  reigns 
equally  at  feafts  and  taverns,  and  hard  drinking 


is  not  even  omitted  on  faints-days. 

The  inns  in  Poland  are  only  long  ftables  built 
up  with  boards,  and  covered  with  ftraw,  without 
furniture  or  windows  :  there  is  a  chamber  at  one 
end,  but  not  fit  to  lodge  in,  on  account  of  flies, 
fleas,  and  offenfive  fmells  :  fo  that  ftrangers 
chule  rather  to  lodge  among  the  horfes,  where 
there  is  likewife  an  intolerable  fmell  of  rotten 
cabbages,  which  thefe  people  always  keep  by 
them. 

Travellers  are  obliged  to  carry  their  provifions 
with  them  ;  and  when'  foreigners  want,  they 
apply  to  the  lord  of  the  village,  who  immedi- 
ately fupplies  them. 

Poland  being  in  general  an  open  champain 
country,  a  perfon  may  travel  a  confiderable  way 
in  a  day  with  a  calafh  and  two  horfes.  Tra- 
vellers ought  to  take  extraordinary  care  in  paf- 
fing  bridges  in  this  country,  becaufe  they  are 
generally  very  bad,  and  feldom  repaired.  When 
they  go  a  hunting  for  bears,  they  catch  thofe  of 
the  biggeft  fize  with  nets,  and  when  they  have 
hampered  one,  all  the  hunters  ride  about  him  ; 
and  having  pinned  down  his  head  and  his  feet 
with  great  wooden  forks,  they  bind  him  fo  a- 
bout  with  ftrong  hempen  cords  that  he  is  not 
able  to  ftir  :  then  they  roll  him  into  a  great 
wooden  cheft  ;  and  the  knots  of  the  cords  are  fo 
contrived,  that  with  one  pull  they  may  be  un- 
tied. The  bear  is  kept  thus,  till  they  have  a 
mind  to  hunt  him,  and  then  they  let  him  out  at 
a  trap  door  make  on  purpofe. 

The  wild  bulls  are  iurrounded  by  a  great 
number  of  horfemen,  when  each  of  them  rides 
up  and  darts  an  arrow  at  him  ;  upon  this  the  ox 
purfues  his  enemy  •,  then  another  darts  him  be- 
hind, and  as  he  turns  about  to  piirfue  him,  they 
dart  him  fo  by  turns,  till  the  beaft  being  tired 
with  purfuing  lb  many  affailants,  falls  down,  and 
is  eafily  taken  or  killed. 

They  have  another  way  of  hunting,  by  mak- 
ing the  Boors  fell  a  great  number  of  trees  ;  each 
hunter  fecures  his  poll  affigncd  him,  and  throws 
dam  at  the  bull  ;  and  as  the  beaft  runs  toward 
his  enemy,  the  hunters  from  behind  give  him 
his  death's  wound  •,  but  if  he  breaks  through  the 
inclofure,  the  next  hunter  holds  out  a  piece  of 
red  cloth,  againil  which  the  beaft  having  an  an- 
tipathy, he  immediately  leaves  that  perfon  and 
runs  at  another,  who  being  provided  for  him, 
commonly  kills  him. 

In  general  the  ladies  of  Poland  are  very  mo- 
deft,  and  not  very  apt  to  abufe  the  great  liberty 
allowed  them.  They  feldom  ftir  out  of  doors 
without  a  coach  and  fix  to  church,  or  to  vifit  a 
near  neighbour,  and  are  always  attended  by  a 
great  number  of  fervants.  When  they  go  a- 
broad  at  night,  they  have  twenty-four  or  more 
flambeaux  carried  before  their  coach.  Their 
train  is  born  up  by  he  or  fhe-dwarfs  ;  and  they 
have  always  an  old  woman  to  attend  them, 
whom  they  call  governante,  and  an  old  gentle- 
man for  their  ufher. 

Notwithftanding  all  thefe  honours,  they  are 
wholly  governed  by  their  hufbands,  and  do  not 
difpofe  of  any  money  without  their  permifTon. 
When  a  lady  wants  any  thing,   fhc  muit  afk  it 
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of  her  hufband  kneeling,  embrace  his  knees, 
and  call  him  her  benefactor. 

The  drefs  of  the  women  of  Poland  comes 
nearer  to  that  of  the  men  than  in  mofl  other 
countries.  Formerly  they  wore  garlands  on 
their  heads,  compofed  of  gold,  jewels,  flowers, 
filk,  &c.  but  they  now  wear  filk  caps,  lined  with 
fur  like  the  men  :  in  the  reign  of  king  John  the 
third  they  imitated  the  French  mode,  becaufe 
the  queen  was  of  that  nation. 

The  daughters  of  the  peafants  are  fo  extreme- 
ly referved,  that  they  will  draw  a  knife  on  any 
man  who  offers  to  kifs  them  •,  befide,  their  mo- 
thers keep  a  watchful  eye  over  them,  and  make 
them  wear  little  bells  before  and  behind,  to  give 
notice  where  they  are  and  what  they  are  do- 
ing- 

The  country  women  are  dreffed  pretty  nearly 

as  in  other  countries,  but  their  petticoats  are 
very  fhort.  Thofe  in  Red  Ruflia  generally  wear 
in  rummer  an  apron  before  them,  that  reaches 
lower  than  what  they  wear  in  winter. 

If  a  waiting-maid  marries,  fhe  cofts  her  lady 
almoft  as  much  as  the  marriage  of  one  of  her 
daughters  :  on  the  feconj  day  all  the  guefts 
prefent  the  bride  with  fomething  new,  which 
makes  a  confiderable  part  of  her  portion. 

A  poor  country  girl  never  marries  till  fhe  is 
twenty-four  years  of  age  or  upwards,  and  has 
wrought,  with  her  own  hands,  feveral  bankets 
full  of  cloaths  of  different  forts ;  which,  at  the 
time  of  her  marriage,  fhe  diftributes  among  the 
guefts  that  her  hulband  brings  with  him.  She 
muft  likewife  have  ferved  her  mother  for  a  li- 
mited time. 

The  fame  cuftom  is  obferved  with  refpect  to 
the  young  men  :  and  it  is  remarked  that  thofe 
employed  to  make  up  the  match,  always  enquire 
more  ftrictly  into  the  manners  and  behaviour  of 
the  perfons,  than  as  to  their  ftock  of  corn  and 
Cattle.  Their  godfathets  and  godmothers  are 
always  accounted  relations,  though  they  be  no- 
thing a-kin,  and  they  cannot  marry  fuch  imagi- 
nary kindred  without  a  diipenlation  from  the 
biftiop. 

The  burials  of  perfons  of  quality  are  celebra- 
ted with  fuch  pomp  and  magnificence,  that  they 
are  more  like  triumphs.  The  corpfe  is  carried 
in  a  hearfe  or  chariot  with  fix  horfes,  all  covered 
with  black  ;  the  coffin  has  a  large  black  velvet 
pall  over  it,  with  a  craft  of  red  iattin  in  the  mid- 
dle i  and  has  fix  long  black  filk  taffels,  fup- 
ported  by  as  many  of  the  deceafed's  domeftic 
fervants  in  clofe  mourning  :  feveral  priefts, 
monks,  and  others,  march  before  the  hearfe  ; 
each  of  which  carries  a  white  wax  torch  in  his 
hand. 

Immediately  before  the  hearfe  come  three 
men  on  horfe  back,  who  carry  the  arms  of  the 
deceafed  •,  one  his  fword,  another  his  lance,  and 
a  third  his  dart :  after  the  burial  fervice  is  over, 
thofe  who  carry  the  armour  enter  the  church  on 
horfeback,  and  riding  furioufly  to  the  coffin, 
break  the  arms  of  the  deceafed  upon  it ;  after 
which  the  body  is  interred. 

This  being  done  there  is  a  feaft,  where  the  lay 
guefts  not  only  drink  to  excels,  but  likewife 
force  the  clergy  to  fellow  their  example.     When 


the  king  dies  he  is  laid  on  a  bed  of  ftate  ;  and  a 
certain  number  of  fenators,  ecclefiaftical  and 
temporal,  are  appointed  to  attend  his  corpfe. 
The  Republic  defrays  the  expences  out  of  the 
revenues  of  the  crown. 

The  fame  ceremonies  and  honours  are  paid 
to  a  deceafea  queen.  When  women  of  quality 
mourn,  they  wear  a  coaife  black  ftuff,  and  their 
linen  is  not  much  finer  then  canvas  ;  and  the 
greater  their  quality,  their  mourning  weeds  are 
the  coarfen  All  fenators,  deputies,  and  others, 
that  appear  at  the  dyet  for  electing  the  new  king, 
muft  be  in  black. 

The  Sclavonian  is  the  language  of  the  Poles  •, 
but  there  are  fo  many  different  dialects  of  it  fpo- 
ken  in  the  feveral  parts  of  the  kingdom,  that 
one  part  of  the  people  fcarcely  un^ierftand  the 
other  ;  they  all  agree,  however^  in  multiplying 
confonants  ;  and  if  they  did  not  found  more 
vowels  when  they  fpeak,  than  are  contained  in 
the  words  they  write,  it  would  be  impoflible  to 
utter  them* 

The  Latin  is  almoft  as  generally  fpeken  as 
the  Sclavonian,  there  being  in  every  village  a 
fehool  for  the  teaching  it  ;  and  the  girls  learn 
it  in  the  nunneries. 

Moft  of  their  terms  of  art  are  German,  and 
there  are  whole  towns  and  villages  in  PruiTia,the 
inhabitants  of  which  are  of  German  extract,  and 
ftill  fpeak  the  German  or  High  Dutch  tongue. 

On  the  frontiers  they  likewiie  fpeak  the  Per- 
fian,  Armenian  and  Tartarian  languages  -,  and 
in  fome  places  the  Jews  have  introduced  the  He- 
brew •,  but  it  is  remarked  that,  with  all  theft 
languages,  they  h:.v~  but  a  very  fuperficial  fhare 
of  learning. 

It  is  laid  that  the  learning  of  the  divines  con- 
fifts  in  adapting  Ariitotle's  logic  and  metaphy- 
fics  to  their  fehool  divinity  j  and  they  value 
themfelves  more  on  being  verfed  in  the  fignifica- 
tion  of  logical  terms,  than  in  the  nature  of  the 
things  about  which  they  debate.  The  hiftory 
of  the  church,  and  the  practice  of  the  primitive 
times,  make  but  a  little  part  of  their  ftudy  ; 
but  they  appear  to  have  an  implicit  faith  in,  and 
to  be  wholly  governed  by  the  decifions  of  the 
church  of  Rome  ;  nor  will  they  permit  enqui- 
ries into  the  reafonablenefs  of  their  creed. 

The  ftudy  of  Phyfic  is  practifed  by  few  na- 
tive Poles  •,  the  phylicians  being  commonly  Ita- 
lians, French,  or  Germans  :  however,  Doctor 
Conner  mentions  an  illiterate  quack  of  this  king- 
dom, who  lived  in  a  wood  about  fix  miles  from 
Warfaw,  and  undertook  to  cure  the  venereal 
difeafe,  by  bathing  and  fweating,  in  about  eight 
days. 

This  perfon  ufed,  in  the  water  the  bath  was 
made  of,  to  boil  feveral  plants,  the  names  of 
which  he  would  not  difcover :  but  the  Doctor 
fays,  that  as  well  as  he  could  judge,  the  chief 
of  them  were  hellebore,  after,  and  the  capillus 
veneris,  or  maiden-hair  :  that  he  bathed  his  pa- 
tients in  a  hot  decoction  of  thefe  herbs  for  four 
days  together,  and  maae  them  drink  of  it  while 
they  were  in  the  bath  frequently  ;  that  for  four 
days  afterward  he  laid  them  over  the  tub  to  re- 
ceive the  hot  fteams,  covering  them  with  blan- 
kets,   and  makingthem  drink  of  the  decoction 
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as  before.  And  thus  by  fweating,  baching,  and 
drinking,  he  was  allured  he  had  done  many  won- 
derful cures  in  venereal  cafes  ;  and  for  the  whole 
cure  demanded  but  two  rix-dollars,  which  is  lefs 
than  ten  fhillings  Englilh.  Though  venereal 
diftempers  are  very  common  in  this  country,  yet 
they  feldom  ufe  falivation. 

The  difeafe  peculiar  to  the  Poles,  is  that  cal- 
led the  Plica,  in  which  the  hair  of  the  head  is 
matted  together,  and  grows  lb  long,  that  it  fome- 
times  reaches  down  to  the  middle,  covering  their 
backs  ;  but  generally  it  hangs  in  twifted  ropes  : 
others  have  their  hair  only  matted  clofe  to  their 
heads,  without  growing  to  any  length.  If  the 
hair  be  cut  off  it  occafions  a  dimnefs  in  the  fight, 
and  fometimes  a  total  blindnefs ;  it  alio  occa- 
fions pain  in  the  head  and  limbs,  and  puftules 
to  come  out  all  over  the  body. 

Foreigners,  that  have  been  infected  with  this 
difeafe  relate,  that  they  have  cut  off  their  hair 
without  any  inconveniency  attending  it.  The 
bilhop  of  Pofen  acquainted  doclor  Connor  that 
he  was  afflicted  with  this  diftemper  in  his  youth, 
and  that  Cutting  off  his  hair,  unknown  to  his 
friends,  he  felt  a  thoufand  racking  pains,  which 
left  him  as  his  hair  grew  again,  but  then  the 
diftemper  returned.  He  obferved  alfo,  that  on 
the  cutting  off  his  hair  he  could  fenfibly  per- 
ceive a  volatile  matter  pals  in  great  abundance 
through  the  tubes  of  his  hair,  which  twif- 
ted and  contract ed  the  locks  :  that  when  he  put 
a  cap  on  his  head  it  occafioned  an  intolerable 
pain  and  heat,  which  he  fuppofed  proceed- 
ed from  the  preffure,  by  which  t'ae  humours 
were  repelled,  and  forced  back  upon  the 
head. 

With  regard  to  other  difeafes,  it  feems,  the 
Poles  are  very  little  troubled  with  them.  The 
fcurvy  or  malignant  fevers  are  not  fo  often  fatal 
in  Poland  as  in  other  hot  countries. 

The  eftate  of  a  father,  by  the  laws  of  Poland, 
muft  be  equally  divided  among  his  children,  ex- 
cept any  of  them  go  into  a  monaftery,  in  which 
cafe,  their  parts  are  equally  divided  among  the 
reft  •,  and,  as  in  other  Popifh  countries,  the 
young  children  are  encouraged  by  their  parents 
to  take  the  vow  upon  them,  that  their  eftates 
may  defcend  entire  to  the  eldeft  fon,  which  o- 
therwife  in  cafe  of  a  numerous  iffue,  would  dwin- 
dle to  nothing. 

Though  there  is  not  in  Europe  a  more  reftlefs 
and  turbulent  people  than  the  Poles  are  at  pre- 
fent  ;  they  were  formerly  of  a  very  different 
difpofition,  and  extremely  attached  to  the  per- 
fons  and  families  of  their  princes. 

It  appears  from  their  hiftory,  that  for  feveral 
ages  they  obeyed  the  family  of  Piaftus,  whofe 
merit  had  raifed  him  to  the  throne ;  and  on  the 
death  of  Lewis,  king  of  Poland  and  Hungary, 
the  laft  male  heir  of  the  family  of  Piaftus,  they 
chofe  his  daughter  for  their  queen,  and  gave  the 
crown  to  her  hufband,  Jagello  duke  of  Lithua- 
nia. 

This  monarch  aflumed  the  name  of  Uladi- 
fiaus  •,  and  the  Poles  were  governed  by  his  de- 
fcendants  till  the  death  of  Sigifmund  II,  who 
being  the  laft  of  the  family,  and  dying  in  1574, 
they  made  choice  of  Henry  de  Bourbon  (after- 
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wards  Henry  III.  of  France)  for  their  king,  on 
a  promife  that  he  would  efpoufe  Anne,  the  fifter 
of  their  late  fovereign. 

On  the  abdication  of  Henry,  they  chofe  Ste- 
phen Batori,  prince  of  Tranfylvania,  who  actu- 
ally married  the  princefs  abovementioned  ;  but 
dying  without  iffue  by  her,  in  1586,  they  elec- 
ted Sigifmund  de  Vafa,  prince  of  Sweden,  be- 
caufe  he  was  nephew  of  Sigifmund  II.  and  con- 
fequently,  by  the  mother's  fide,  of  the  race  of 
their  ancient  kings. 

The  laft  prince  of  this  family  was  Cafimir, 
who  abdicated  the  government  and  retired  to 
France  :  and  in  1670  they  chofe  Michael  Wief- 
nowifki,  whofe  fucceflbr  was  John  Sobiefki  ;  up- 
on whofe  deceafe  in  1696,  the  Poles,  contrary 
to  their  ufual  cuftom,  rejected  his  family,  and 
made  choice  of  Auguftus,  elector  of  Saxony. 

The  prefent  king  of  Poland,  Staniflaus  Au- 
guftus was  chofen  with  unufual  unanimity,  on 
September  7,  1764  •,  he  is  a  native  of  Poland, 
and  before  his  acceffion  to  the  regal  dignity, 
was  count  Poniatowfki,  grand  planther  of  Li- 
thuania, and  was  the  only  nobleman  the  Poles 
wifhed  to  have  for  their  king  :  his  father  was 
well  known  for  his  attachment  to  Charles  XII. 
of  Sweden,  and  for  the  fignal  fervices  he  per- 
formed for  that  monarch. 

As  this  prince  is  by  birth  a  Pole,  he  will  con- 
ftantly  refide  in  his  kingdom  ;  and  having  no 
foreign  dominions,  will  of  courfe  enter  into  no 
no  foreign  connections,  but  with  a  view  to  the 
interefts  of  his  people.  His  natural  endowments 
and  acquired  advantages  have  united  to  forrn  in 
him  the  compleat  gentleman. 

There  is  a  paffage  of  a  letter  faid  to  be  writ- 
ren  to  him  on  his  promotion,  by  the  king  of 
Pruffia,  which  cannot  be  unwelcome  to  the  rea- 
der in  this  place.  It  is  as  follows  : — "  Your 
"  majefty  muft  reflect,  that  as  you  enjoy  a  crown 
"  by  election,  and  not  by  defcent,  the  world 
"  will  be  more  obfervant  of  your  majefty's  acti- 
"  ons,  than  of  any  other  potentate  in  Europe  : 
"  and  it  is  but  reafonable.  The  latter  being 
"  the  mere  effect  of  confanguinity,  no  more  is 
"  looked  for,  though  much  more  is  to  be  wifh- 
"  edj  from  him,  than  what  men  are  endowed 
"  with  in  common.  But  from  a  man,  exalted 
"  by  the  voice  of  his  equals,  from  a  fubjedt  to 
"  a  king  !  from  a  man  voluntarily  elected  to 
"  reign  over  thofe  by  whom  he  was  chofen  1 
"  every  thing  is  expected,  that  can  poffibly  de- 
"  ferve  and  adorn  a  crown.  Gratitude  to  his 
"  people  is  the  firft  great  duty  of  fuch  a  tno- 
"  narch  •,  for  to  them  alone,  under  providence, 
'*  he  is  indebted  for  being  one.  A  king,  who 
"  is  fuch  by  birth,  if  he  acts  derogatory  from 
"  his  ftation^  is  a  fatire  only  on  himfelf ;  but  an 
"  elected  one,  who  behaves  inconfiftent  with 
"  his  dignity,  reflects  dilhonour  on  his  fubjects. 
"  Your  majefty,  I  am  fure,  will  pardon  this 
"  warmth  ;  it  is  the  effufion  of  the  fincereft  re- 
"  gard  :  the  amiable  part  of  the  picture  is  not 
"  fo  properly  a  picture  of  what  you  ought  to  be, 
"  as  a  prophecy  of  what  your  majefty  will 
"  be." 

The  folly  of  that  kind  of  modern  policy  which 
confift$  in  weakening  and  diftreffing  our  neigh- 
bours, 
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bours,  is  in  no  instance  more  evident,  than  in 
the  prefent  ftate  of  Poland.  This  country,  both 
by  its  fituation,  and  from  the  natural  genius 
and  difpofition  of  its  inhabitants,  is  the  proper 
bulwark  of  Chriftendom  againft  the  Turks,  over 
whom  they  have  gained  greater  victories  than 
almoft  any  other  nation. 

Considering  the  Poles  in  this  light,  it  is  obvi- 
ous that  it  never  can  be  the  true  intereft  either 
of  the  Ruffians,  or  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  to  pro- 
mote troubles  in  this  kingdom  •,  becaufe  the 
more  formidable  the  Poles  are,  the  lei's  able  will 
the  Turks  be  to  alarm  either  of  thofe  powers. 

In  fact,  the  grand  Signior  has  Shewn  himfelf  a 
profound  politician,  in  never  attempting  to  dil- 
turb  this  nation,  even  in  its  loweft  circum- 
ftances,  but  has  contented  himfelf  with  the  Se- 
curity which  he  derives  from  their  internal  divi- 
fions. 

If  the  difputes  of  the  Poles  could  be  fo  fettled, 
that  they  might  have  time  to  confider  the  advan- 
tages that  would  accrue  to  their  country  from 
an  extension  of  commerce,  it.  is  very  poffible 
they  might  Succeed  therein,  though  it  has  been 


fo  long  neglected. 

The  late  king  Auguftus  formed  a  project  for 
opening  a  trade  with  Afia  by  the  help  of  the 
Crim  Tartars,  and  transporting  the  commodities 
that  are  brought  from  the  Black  Sea,  by  the 
Niefter  and  the  Bog.  He  had  other  great  views 
with  regard  to  Ruffia,  and  though  at  preSent 
they  Seem  to  have  died  with  him,  the  time  may 
come  when  they  fhall  revive  again,  under  the 
aufpices  of  Some  future  polifh  monarch,  who 
may  carry  them  into  execution. 

The  country  of  Poland  abounds  with  natural 
commodities,  if  the  inhabitants  knew  how  to  make 
ufe  of  them  ;  and  with  a  numerous  and  labori- 
ous race  of  people,  who  would  foon  become  rich 
if  they  were  properly  employed.  We  have  rea- 
son to  expect,  therefore,  that  Some  time  or  other, 
awakened  by  their  own  necessities,  or  provoked 
by  the  example  of  their  neighbours,  they  will 
think  of  improving  their  lands,  working  up 
their  commodities,  and  vending  them  in  differ- 
ent parts  of  Europe  :  which,  whenever  they  do, 
national  riches  and  happinels  will  be  the  infalli- 
ble confequcnce. 
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SEVEN     UNITED    PROVINCES, 
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LOW        COUNTRIES 


Extra&ed  from  the  writings  of  M  I  S  S  O  N,   and   other  Travellers. 


TH  E  Seven  United  Provinces,  as  they 
are  itiled  by  way  of  eminences  axe 
i.  Holland.  2.  Zealand.  3.  Friefland 
4.  Groningen.  5.  Overyffel.  6.  Guelderland 
and  Zutphen.     7.  Utretcht. 

Of  thefe  Holland  is  the  moSt  considerable, 
;ind  there  the  aSTembly  of  the  States  meet  for  the 
difpatch  of  public  bufinefs.  "  Holland  (fays 
"  our  author)  being  a  fiat  country,  like  a  conti- 
"  nued  meadow,  as  we  approached  the  Shore 
"  the  pinnacles  of  the  Steeples  and  the  trees  ap- 
"  peared  as  rifing  out  of  the  water." 

"  The  whole  country  is  cut  into  canals  and 
"  ditches, with  incredible  labour,  without  which 
"  the  ground  would  be  So  foaked  with  water  as 
x;  would  render  it  '.inhabitable  j  whereas  now, 


"  by  the  industry  of  its  inhabitants,  it  is  the 
"  richeft  and  belt  peopled  in  the  world  in  pro- 
"  portion  to  its  extent :  fome  people  reckon 
"  two  millions  five  hundred  thoufand  fouls,  in 
"  the  Single  province  of  Holland." 

In  general  the  cities  of  Holland  are  very  neat 
and  beautiful,  the  inhabitants  Sparing  neither 
pains  nor  expence  to  make  them  fo,  as  appears 
by  their  continually  warning  them,  and  having 
the  infides  of  their  houfes  curioufly  painted,  and 
their  windows  as  clear  as  cryftal :  even  the  Shops 
and  Stables  in  Holland  are  kept  cleaner  than  the 
belt  apartments  are  in  fome  countries. 

The  Streets  are  fo  clean  that  the  women  com- 
monly walk  in  flippers ;  and  there  being  canals 
on  both  fides,  planted  with  trees,  a  delightful 
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fhady  paffage  is  thereby  formed  through  all  the 
chief  ilreets. 

In  the  United  Provinces  they  reckon  one  city 
(Amtterdam)  of  the  firft  rank,  twenty  of  the  fe- 
cond,  above  thirty  of  the  third,  two  hundred 
large  towns,  and  eight  hundred  villages. 

The  canals  are  extremely  convenient  for  tra- 
velling, which  is  commonly  performed  in  large 
covered  boats,  drawn  by  horfes,  which  fet  out 
and  arrive  at  theirjourney's  end  exaclly  at  ftated 
_  hours  ;  thefe  boats  ferve  for  the  carrying  of 
goods  as  well  as  paflengers  from  one  place  to 
another  ;  and  in  fome  of  them  are  found  fifh  in 
tolerably  targe  quantities. 

The  Hollanders  are  fupplied  with  wine,  nay 
even  with  corn,  and  many  other  necefiaries  of 
life,  from  other  countries. :  this  occafions  fuch 
great  numbers  of  mips,  as  have,  by  fome  per- 
fons,  been  thought  equal  to  thofe  of  all  Europe 
befides. 

As,  on  the  one  hand,  they  are  principally  ob- 
liged to  the  fea  for  their  riches,  fo,  on  the  other, 
it  proves  thefource  of  innumerable  misfortunes : 
for  though  they  take  the  utmoft  care  to  maintain 
their  dams,  and  mills  for  the  emptying  of  their 
water,  yet  fometimes  it  breaks  through  all  their 
fences,  and,  at  different  times,  has  deftroyed 
millions  of  their  people. 

On  the  feventeenth  of  April  1429,  a  hun- 
dred thoufand  people  were  drowned  about 
Dort. 

In  1446,  there  were  fifteen  parifhes  overflow- 
ed in  the  village  of  Scheveling,  one  hundred  and 
twenty  one  houfes  were  carried  away,  and  the 
church,  now  clofe  by  the  fea-fide,  flood  in  the 
middle  of  the  place. 

In  1530,  a  great  part  of  Zealand  was  over- 
flowed. In  the  fame  century  feventy-two  vil- 
lages on  the  coafts  of  Holland  and  Friezland 
were  fwallowed  up,  and  near  twenty  thoufand 
people  perifhed  :  and  in  1665,  an  innundati- 
on  broke  down  the  dyke  of  Muydenburg,  and 
laid  the  whole  country  round  Naarden,  and  ma- 
ny places  in  the  province  of  Utrecht,  under  wa- 
ter. 

The  dyke  between  Amfterdam  and  Haer- 
lem,  and  many  others,  were  alfo  broke  :  but 
the  calamity  was  no  fooner  over,  than  the  inha- 
bitants, in  a  great  meafure,  repaired  the  da- 
mage. 

Another  inconveniency  is,  the  fudden  change 
of  weather  from  heat  to  cold,  a  thing  not  agree- 
able to  thofe  who  are  not  ufed  to  it.  The  im- 
pofitions  are  alfo  very  heavy,  which  confequent- 
ly  occafions  a  dearnefs  of  all  forts  of  victuals ; 
but  cheir  plenty  of  trade  feems  to  make  them  a 
fufficient  amends  for  this  and  all  other  inconve- 
niencies. 

"  We  were  not  a  little  furprifed,  (fays  Mr.  Mif- 
"  fon,)  with  the  firft  fight  of  Rotterdam ;  for 
"  its  canals  being,  for  the  moft  part,  fo  deep 
"  and  broad,  that  they  are  capable  of  receiving 
"  veflels  of  a  great  bulk  :  this  affords  the  moft 
"  agreeable  profpec~l  of  a  mixture  of  trees,  tops 
"  of  lofty  houfes,  and  mails,  which  at  a  diftance 
*'  appear  wonderfully  beautiful." 

The  city  of  Rotterdam  has  not  always  been  in 
the  fame  flourifning  condition,  which  makes  it 
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now  challenge  a  place  among  the  cities  of  the 
fecond  rank  :  its  port  is  both  large  and  commo- 
dious, the  city  rich,  populous,  pleafant,  and 
extremely  flourifhing  :  their  ftore-houles  for  the 
navy,  the  town-houfe,  and  the  bank,  are  beau- 
tiful ftrudures  :  their  glafs-houfe,  (  famous 
through  all  the  feven  provinces,)  manufactures 
abundance  of  little  enamelled  bowls,  and  fuch 
like  baubles,  which  are  fold,  at  an  immenfe 
profit,  to  the  Savages  in  the  Indies. 

In  Rotterdam  is  a  brais  ftatue  of  the  cele- 
brated Erafmus,  on  a  pedeftal  of  marble,  fur- 
rounded  with  iron  rails,  in  the  place  called  the 
Great  Bridge.  Erafmus  is  habited  in  his  doc- 
tor's robe,  and  holds  a  book  in  his  hand.  Near 
the  figure  is  the  following  diitich,  written  over 
the  door  of  a  little  houfe  where  Erafmus  was 
born. 

j^dibus  hie  onus,  mundum  decoravit  Erafmus, 
Ambus  in'gtnuis,  religione,  fide. 

This  great  man  was  born  on  the  twenty- 
feventh  of  Oftober  1467,  and  died  at  Bafil  oil 
the  twelfth  of  June  1536. 

The  firft  ftatue  to  his  memory  was  erected  of 
wood,  in  1540  ;  after  that  another  of  ftone, 
in  j. 657  ;  and  the  laft  of  brafs,  in  1 662. 

The  following  entertaining  character  of  Rot- 
terdam and  the  Hague  is  given  by  lady  Mary 
Worthy  Montague  ;  who,  on  her  arrival  at  the 
Brill,  fays, 

"  I  was  charmed  with  the  neatnefs  of  that 
"  little  town ;  but  my  arrival  at  Rotterdam  pre- 
"  fented  me  a  new  lcene  of  pleafure.  All  the 
"  ftreets  are  paved  with  broad  ftones,  and  be-i 
"  fore  the  meaneft  artificers  dGors  are  placed 
"  feats  of  various  coloured  marbles,  fo  neatly 
"  kept,  that  I  afTure  you,  I  walked  almoft  over 
"  the  town  yefterday,  incognito,  in  my  flippers, 
l<  without  receiving  one  fpot  of  dirt  :  and  you 
"  may  fee  the  Dutch  maids  wafhing  the  pave- 
44  ment  of  the  ftreet,  with  more  application  than 
"  ours  do  our  bed-chambers.  The  town  feems 
"  fo  full  of  people,  with  fuch  buiy  faces,  all  in 
"  motion,  that  I  can  hardly  fancy  it  is  not  fome 
"  celebrated  fair  ;  but  I  fee  it  is  every  day  the 
"  fame. 

"  Tis  certain  no  town  can  be  more  advan- 
"  tageoufly  fituated  for  commerce.  Here  are 
"  feven  large  canals,  on  which  the  merchants 
"  fliips  come  up  to  the  very  doors  of  their  houfes. 
'•  The  fhopsand  warehoules  are  of  a  furprifing 
"  neatnefs  and  magnificence,  filled  with  an  iri- 
"  credible  quantity  of  fine  merchandize,  and  fo 
"  much  cheaper  than  what  we  fee  in  England, 
"  that  I  have  much  ado  to  perfuade  myfelf  I 
"  am  flill  fo  near  it. 

"  Here  is  neither  dirt  nor  beggary  to  be  feen. 
"  One  is  not  lhocked  with  thofe  loathfome  crip- 
"  pies,  fo  common  in  London,  nor  teized  with 
"  the  importunity  of  idle  fellows  and  wenches, 
"  that  chufe  to  be  nafly  and  lazy.  The  com- 
"  mon  fervants  and  little  fhop  women  here,  are 
"  more  nicely  clean,  than  moft  of  our  ladies^' 
"  and  the  great  variety  of  neat  d  refits  (every 
"  woman  drcfling  her  head  after  herown  fafhion) 
"  is  an  additional  pleafure  in  feeing  the  town. 
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"  Sure  nothing  can  be  mote  agreeable  than 
"  travelling  in  Holland*  The  whole  country 
"  appears  a  large  garden ;  the  roads  are  well 
"  paved,  fhaded  on  each  fide  with  rows  of  trees, 
"  and  bosdered  with  large  canals,  full  of  boats, 
"  paffing  and  repaffing*  Every  twenty  paces 
"  gives  you  the  profpect  of  fome  villa,  and  e- 
"  very  four  hours  that  of  a  large  town,  fo  fur- 
"  prizingly  neat,  I  am  fure  you  would  be 
"  charmed  with  them.  The  place  I  am  now  at, 
"  (the  Hague)  is  certainly  one  of  the  fineft  vil- 
"  lages  in  the  world. 

"  Here  are  feveral  fquares  finely  built,  and, 
"  what  I  think  a  particular  beauty,  the  whole 
"  let  with  thick  large  trees.  The  Voor-hout  is, 
"  at  the  fame  time,  the  Hyde-park  and  Mall 
"  of  the  people  of  quality  •,  for  they  take  the 
"  air  in  it  both  on  foot  and  in  coaches.  There 
"  are  fhops  for  wafers,  cool  liquors,  &c.  I 
"  have  been  to  fee  feveral  of  the  moft  celebrated 
"  gardens,  but  I  will  not  teize  you  with  their 
"  defcriptions." 

Let  us  now  purfue  our  author,  who  fays, 
"  We  made  a  little  journey  from  Rotterdam  to 
"  a  frriall  village  called  Leckerkeck,  about 
"  three  leagues  from  the  city,  upon  the  river 
"  Leek,  where  the  lord  of  the  manor  told  us, 
"  that  the  falmon-fifhing  (the  fifth  part  whereof 
"  belongs  to  him)  ufed  formerly  to  produce 
"  twenty  thoufand  livres  per  annum  for  his 
"  (hare,  but  of  late  years,  the  falmon  having  left 
"  that  river,  the  fifhing  (which  they  are  forced 
**  to  continue  only  to  maintain  their  right)  does 
"  not  defray  the  charges. 

At  this  place  the  tower  of  the  great  church  is 
very  remarkable,  which  formerly  leaned  on  the 
nave  of  the  building,  that  is  bent  toward  the 
north  eaft,  three  feet  and  a  half  •,  but  by  open- 
ing the  foundation,  they  have  found  means  to 
fet  it  quite  upright,  as  appears  by  a  profe  in- 
scription in  Dutch,  which  fays  that  the  ground 
was  opened  on  the  twenty-fifth  of  September 
1 65 1,  and  doled  again  on  the  twenty-fecond  of 
April  1655. — Nicholas  Jeremy  Perfoons  was 
the  architect  who  performed  this  extraordinary 
piece  of  work. 

"  The  ordinary  paffage-boat,"  fays  our  au- 
thor, "  carried  us  in  two  hours  to  Delft,  a  city 
"  that  holds  the  third  rank  in  the  affembly  of  the 
"  ftates  of  Holland.  One  of  the  chief  curiofi- 
"  ties  fhewn  in  this  city,  is  the  tomb  of  William 
"  prince  of  Orange,  who  was  aflaflinated  here 
"  by  Balthafar  Gerard,  in  1584. 

"  The  Arfenal,  the  town-houfe,  the  ftadt- 
"  holder's  palace,  the  grand-place,  and  the 
"  great  hofpital,  with  its  gardens,  are  well 
"  worth  the  fight  of  a  traveller.  The  canal 
"  betwixt  this  city  and  the  Hague  is  not  above 
"  a  league  in  length,  in  fight  of  Refwyck  and 
"  Voyerburgh,  two  pleafant  villages,  and  adorn- 
"  ed  on  both  fides  with  mod  delightful  fummer 
"  villas,  fine  walks,  and  noble  gardens." 

As  the  Hague  has  neither  walls  or  gates,  it  is 
reckoned  one  of  the  villages  ;  but  its  gran- 
deur and  beauty  feem  to  deferve  the  name  of  a 
rity.  It  is  the  refidence  of  the  ftadtholders,  of 
all  the  foreign-minifters,  and  the  place  where 
the  Hates  general  affemble  •,  befides  which,  the 


great  concourfe  of  foreigners  of  all  ranks,  ren- 
ders the  people  more  fociable  aud  obliging  than 
in  any  other  place  in  Holland.  Add  to  this, 
that  the  air  is  good,  a  wood  near  the  town  ex- 
tremely delightful,  and  the  walk  from  thence 
to  the  village  of  Scheveling  near  the  fea  fide, 
exceedingly  pleafant* 

They  here  fhew  a  chariot  furnifhed  bcth  with 
wheels  and  fails,  which  is  carried  along  by  the 
wind  upon  the  fea-fhore,  very  pleafant  to  walk 
on,  it  being  both  level  and  hard. 

Its  fituation  is  certainly  the  moft  pleafant  of 
any  place  in  Holland,  having  the  before-men- 
tioned wood  to  the  north,  very  fertile  meadows 
to  the  fouth,  good  arable  lands  to  the  eaft,  and 
the  fea  to  the  weft. 

The  princes  of  Orange  keep  their  refidence 
in  the  palace  of  the  antient  earls  of  Holland  -,  but 
that  called  the  Old  Court,  where  they  formerly 
lodged,  is  by  much  the  more  regular  ftructure; 
the  houfes  of  pleafure  about  the  Hague  are  in 
general  very  handfome. 

"  We  took,"  fays  our  author*  u  among  other 
"  things,  a  view  of  the  church  of  the  village  of 
"  Lofdun,  fo  famous  for  the  two  bafons  of  brafs 
"  preferved  there,  in  memory  of  the  three  hun- 
"  dred  fixty-five  children  of  the  countefs  of 
"  Hennebergh,  daughter  to  Florent  IV.  earl  of 
"  Holland,  that  were  baptized  in  them. 

"  The  ftory  goes,  that  the  faid  countefs  hav- 
"  ing  reproached  a  beggar-woman  with  having 
"  too  many  children,  the  wretch,  byway  of  im- 
"  precation,  wifhed  her  as  many  children  -as 
"  there  were  days  in  the  year ;  which  being  ful- 
"  filled,  they  were  all  chriftened,  (the  boys  by 
"  the  name  of  John,  the  girls  Elizabeth)  and 
"  buried  in  the  church  of  Lofdun.  The  whole 
"  hiftory  is  painted  at  large  in  the  faid  church, 
"  on  both  ends  of  which  picture  the  two  ba- 
"  fons  are  fixed.  The  truth  of  it  is  attefted 
"  by  Erafmus,  Vives,  Guicciardini,  and  o- 
"  thers." 

"  From  the  Hague  we  went  forward  to  Ley- 
"  den,  a  place  not  fo  much  frequented  by  cour- 
"  tiers  and  officers,  nor  fo  much  difturbed  with 
"  bufinefs  and  traffic  as  the  Hague  and  Rotter- 
"  dam,  but  exceedingly  charming  by  its  intrinfic 
"  beauty  and  quiet,  fo  that  you  feem  to  enjoy 
"  the  benefit  of  a  country  life  in  the  midft  of  a 
"  great  city  :  its  chief  trade  confifts  in  the 
"  woollen  manufactory  ;  v  hich,  together  with 
"  the  univerfity,  makes  it  one  of  the  moft  con- 
"  fiderable  cities  in  Holland.  There  are  com- 
"  monly  about  fifteen  hundred  ftudents. 

"  In  the  Anatomy-hall  they  fhew  a  great  many 
"  fkeletons  of  men  and  beafts ;  likewife  a  large 
"  variety  of  plants,  fruits,  animals,  arms,  ha- 
"  bits,  mummies,  urns,  images,  pictures,  &c. 
"  and  among  the  reft  the  picture  of  a  Pruflian 
"  peafant,  who  having  fwallowed  a  large  knife, 
"  it  was  (as  they  affert)  cut  out  of  his  ftomach, 
"  and  he  lived  five  years  afterwards." 

In  the  gallery  of  the  phyfic- garden,  and  in  an 
adjoining  cabinet,  called  the  Indian  cabinet,  are 
divers  kinds  of  curiofities  ;  and  among  the  reft 
a  winged  cat  and  ape,  the  hand  of  a  mermaid  ; 
a  vegetable  priapus  ;  a  monfter  produced  from 
a  hen's   egg  •,  an  Eaft  India  Serpent  on  whofe 

fkin 
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fkin  are  to  be  fcen  (as  fome  perfons  fancy)  feve- 
ral  natural  figures  refembling  Arabic  characters  ; 
apiece  of  money  of  paper,  made  during  the 
fiege  of  Leyden  by  the  Spaniards  in  1574,  with 
this  infcription  on  one  fide,  "  Hsc  Libertatis 
Ergo,"  and  on  the  other,  "  Pugno  pro  patria  :" 
befides  all  which,  they  fhew  a  variety  of 
animals,  in  feels,  &c.  preferved  in  fpirits  of 
wine. 

"  Before  I  take  my  leave  of  Leyden,  "  fays 
our  author,  "  I  muit  not  forget  to  give  you  an 
"  account  of  the  Rhine,  which  is  loft  near  its 
"  mouth,  where  moft  other  rivers  are  at  the 
"  largcft  :  for  the  Rhine  dividing  itlelf  into 
"  two  branches  near  Schenkerfchontz,  one  of 
"  them  takes  the  name  of  Wakle,andthe  other, 
"  a  little  above  Arnheim,  that  of  YfTel  ;  and 
"  continuing  its  courfe  about  feven  or  eioht 
"  leagues  below  that  city,  as  far  as  Duarftadt, 
"  is  there  aga'n  fubdivided  into  two  other  fmall 
"  channels,  the  chief  whereof  takes  the  name  of 
"  the  Leek. 

"  The  other  rivulet,  which  turns  more  to  the 
"  right,  retains  the  name  of  the  Rhine,  till 
"  coming  to  Utrecht,  it  emits  another  branch, 
"  which  taking  its  courfe  to  the  north,  is  known 
"  by  the  name  of  the  Vecht  ;  and  the  other 
"  continuing  its  courfe,  by  the  name  of  the 
"  Rhine,  to  Worden,  it  at  laft  lofes  itfelf  by 
"  two  or  three  canals  at  Leyden. 

"  The  caufe  of  this  odd  fate  of  the  Rhine  is 
"  attributed  to  an  earthquake,  which  throwing 
'  part  of  the  Downs  into  the  moiuh  of  this  ri- 
"  ver,  fhut  it  ever  fince  ;  the  waters  were  dri- 
"  ven  back,  and  confequently  enlarged  and 
"  deepned  the  channel  of  the  Leek  as  we  fee  it 
"  now," 

'I  hey  fhew  here  the  fhopboard  belonging  to 
that  noted  taylor  called  John  of  Leyden,  (where 
he  was  born)  the  chief  of  the  Anabaptifts.  His 
true  name  was  John  Bucold. 

From  hence  to  Haerlem  is  five  hours  travell- 
ing by  the  paffage  boat,  the  canal  being  lined  by 
a  great  number  of  country-feats  and  lummer- 
houles. 

Haerlem  is  a  large  and  pleafant  city,  and, 
for  its  agreeable  fituation,  may  challenge  the 
preference  before  Leyden,  moft  of  its  canals  be- 
ing mixed  with  the  little  river  Spam).  This 
city  is  chiefly  famous  for  the  linen  manufactory, 
and  that  of  tape,  though  of  late  years  they  have 
made  alio  great  quantities  of  filk  fluffs.  The 
great  church  (the  largeft  in  all  the  feven  pro- 
vinces) and  the  town-houfe,  are  (lately  llruc- 
tures  ;  and  the  wood  without  the  city  is  a  great 
addition  to  its  pleafant  fituation  ;  for  which  it  is 
defervedly  celebrated. 

Lawrence  Coller,  who  challenges  the  firft 
invention  of  printing,  was  a  native  of  this 
city  ;  though  John  Guttenbergh  of  Straf- 
burgh,  and  Conrade  and  Arnold,  two  bro- 
thers of  Mayence,  challenge  that  honour  before 
him. 

However,  thofe  of  Haerlem,    in  refpect   to 
their  townfman,  keep  in  their  town-houfe  the  firft   I 
book  that  ever  was  printed,  in  a  filver  cafe  wrapt 
in  filk,  the  keeping  whereof  is  committed  to  the 
care  of  feveral  of  the  magiftrates  ;  and  the  flatue  ! 
N?  48.  *  7   E 


of  Lawrence  Coder  is  to  be  viewed  in  the  fame 
place. 

The  following  infcription  is  to  be  feen  in 
golden  letters  over  the  door  of  the  houfe  where 
the  laid  Lawrence  Cofter  lived. 

MEMORI^:     SACRUM, 

Typographia  ars  artium  omnium  Confervatrix, 
hie  primum  inventa  circa  annum  1440. 

Meyer  allures  us,  that  in  1403,  a  mermaid 
was  call  afhore  by  a  tempeft  near  Haerlem,  who 
was  brought  to  feed  upon  bread  and  milk, 
taught  to  fpin,  and  lived  many  years.  It  is  alfo 
afferted  by  John  Gerard  of  Leyden,  that  the 
fpeech  of  this  mermaid  was  fuch  a  confufed  noife 
as  not  to  be  underftood  ;  and  that  fhe  would 
frequently  pull  off  her  cloaths,  and  run  toward 
the  water  :  fhe  was  buried  in  the  church-yard, 
becauie  fhe  had  learnt  to  make  the  fign  of  the 
crofs. 

Cur  author  fays  that  Amfterdam  is  one  of  the 
moft  beautiful  and  confiderable  cities  in  the 
world  •,  though  in  extent  greatly  inferior  to 
London. 

It  contains  about  two  hundred  thoufand  in- 
habitants, and  for  riches  and  trade,  may  vie 
with  any  city  in  the  univerfe :  as  appears  from 
its  Eaft  India  company,  which  was  founded  in 
1594,  and  which,  without  any  material  inter- 
ruption to  trade,  has  waged  wars  againft  very 
powerful  princes. 

Amfterdam  is  built  upon  piles,  fixed  in  the 
marfhes  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  river  Ye  or 
Tye,  which  is  a  branch  of  the  Zuyder-Zee. 
The  fortifications  of  the  city  are  very  confider- 
able, confifting  of  many  baftions  faced  with 
brick,  furrounded  with  a  ditch  eighty  paces 
broad,  filled  with  running  wattr,  which,  toge- 
ther with  the  fluices,  whereby  they  can  lay  all 
the  adjacent  country  under  water,  render  it  al- 
moft  impregnable.  There  is  a  regular  garrifon  ; 
befides  which  the  militia,  or  trained  bands  of  the 
citv,  confilt  of  fixty  companies  of  a  hundred 
men  each,  commanded  by  citizens. 

It  may  not  be  unentertaining  to  our  readers 
to  have  the  following  defenptien  of  this  city,  in 
the  words  of  Mr.  Hanway.  "  The  wonderful 
"  city  of  Amfterdam,"  fays  he,  "  as  well  as 
"  many  other  towns  of  the  Netherlands,  is  a 
"  work  of  art  and  labour  not  inferior  to  the 
"  greateft  monuments  of  human  induftry  in 
"  pail  ages. 

"  It  is  fituated  about  two  hundred  and  twenty 
"  Englifh  miles  from  London,  and  derives  its 
"  name  from  the  river  Amftel  •,  it  being  for- 
"  merly  called  Amileldam,  or  the  dam  of  the 
"  Amftel,  which  is  the  name  generally  given  to 
"  it  in  authentic  records.  It  is  above  four  hun- 
"  dred  years  from  its  firft  beginning,  and  two 
"  hundred  and  feventy  from  its  being  inclofed 
"  with  walls. 

"  In  1570  the  Dutch  began  to  lay  the  foun- 
"  dation  of  their  wealth  and  naval  ftrength.  A- 
"  bout  twenty  years  before  that  time,  they  em- 
"  braced  the  doctrines  of  Calvin,  and  being 
"  provoked  by  the  opprefilve  meafures  of  Ro- 
"  mifh'  bigotry,    they   lhook   off  the   Spanifh 

"  yoke. 
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"  yoke.  The  Spaniards  exerted  themfelves  up- 
"  on  this  occafion,  from  religious  as  well  as 
"  political  motives  ;  but  they  were  unable  to 
"  render  that  confederacy  abortive,  which  at 
"  length  united  the  Seven  Provinces,  and  form- 
"  ed  a  powerful  republic. 

"  About  the  year  1600,  the  love  of  liberty 
"  and  gain  cauied  fuch  a  conflux  of  people  thi- 
"  ther,  that  the  walls  were  extended  ;  and  fince 
"  that  time  they  have  been  farther  enlarged, 
"  fo  that  they  are  now  about  three  leagues  in 
"  circumference.  The  city  is  generally  efteem- 
"  ed  near  one  third  as  populous  as  London  or 
"  Paris.  Within  the  walls  are  reckoned  twen- 
"  ty-fixthoufand  five  hundred  houfes,  and  about 
"  two  hundred  and  forty  thoufand  inhabitants, 
"  befide  thofe  in  the  fuburbs,  which  are  fmall. 
"  The  greateft  ftrength  of  the  place  confifts  in 
"  the  difficulty  of  accefs  both  by  fea  and  land-, 
"  but  the  numerous  fhoals  that  render  the  en- 
"  trance  of  the  Texel  difficult,  have  not  obftruc- 
"  ted  the  progrefs  of  commerce.  One  remark - 
"  able  proof  of  ceconomy  is  obvious  in  the  for- 
"  tifications  of  the  city  ;  for  the  baftions,  which 
"  are  very  numerous,  have  each  a  windmill. 

"  Moft  of  the  ftreets  are  extr#mely  clean  ; 
"  but  except  thofe  that  have  canals,  they  are 
"  much  too  narrow.  "  However,  they  are 
"  rendered  lefs  incommodious  by  the  hired 
"  coaches  being  kt  on  fledges  drawn  by  one 
«  horfe. 

"Merchandize  is  alfo  drawn  on  fledges,  which 
"  are  not  only  the  moft  convenient  vehicles  for 
"  the  inhabitants  and  their  trade,  but  are  calcu- 
"  lated  to  prelerve  the  houfes,  which  being 
"  built  on  piles,  might  in  time  be  damaged  in 
"  their  foundations,  by  having  a  great  number 
"  of  wheel  carriages.  Gentlemen's  coaches  are 
"  however,  for  the  moft  part  fet  on  wheels,  but 
"  for  this  liberty  they  pay  a  confiderable  tax. 

"  The  principal  ftreets,  or  rather  quays  of 
"  the  canals,  are  agreeably  planted  on  each  fide 
"  with  trees  -,  but  the  canals  fometimes  fmell 
"  very  often  fively. 

"  Thd  houfes  are  rather  neat  than  elegant  or 
"  or  commodious:  the  nature  of  the  climate 
"  renders  it  neceflary  to  wafh  them  often  •,  but 
"  the  greateft  part  of  the  people  carry  this  kind 
"  of  cleanlinds  fo  far  as  hardly  to  afford  them- 
"  felves  time  for  the  neceffary  care  of  their  per- 
**  fons, 

"  The  entrance  of  the  houfes  is  generally  by 
"  fteps,  which  rife  four  or  five  feet  from  the 
"  ground,  and  the  pafiage  into  the  rooms, 
"  which  runs  very  deep,  is  floored  and  pannel- 
"  led  with  marble,  which  has  an  air  of  grandeur 
"  in  miniature.  They  have  much  neat,  and 
"  Ibme  rich  furniture,  which  appears  to  be  ra- 
"'  ther  the  confeqsence  of  an  ancient  ctiftom  of 
"  neatnefs  and  elegance,  that  the  effect  of  a 
"  tafte  for  luxury  and  expence. 

The  town-houfe  is  the  moft  diftinguifhed  of 
"  all  the  buildings  in  Amfterdam.  It  is  two 
"  hundred  and  eighty-two  feet  in  front,  two 
"  hundred  and  thirty-tw©  in  depth,  and  one 
"  hundred  and  fixteen  in  height,  exclufive  of 
"  the  cupola. 

**  This  building  coft  three  millions  of  guild- 


"  ers,  (equal  to  three  hundred  thoufand  pounds 
"  fterling,)  when  money  was  of  more  value  than 
"  it  is  at  prefent  ;  but  this  will  appear  lefs  fur- 
"  prizing,  when  we  confider  that  it  is  founded 
"  on  thirteen  thoufand  large  piles. 

"  It  is  both  a  grand  and  ufeful  building,  but 
"  neither  agreeable  nor  elegant.  It  contains 
"  the  offices  and  tribunals  for  the  excution  of 
"  the  laws,  in  the  feveral  branches  of  the  mili- 
"  tary,  as  well  as  the  civil  government.  It  is 
"  obfervable  that  the  entrance  of  this  building 
"  is  very  mean;  but  had  the  doors  been  propor- 
"  tioned  to  the  edifice,  they  would  have  been 
"  more  fubjeeT:  to  be  forced  upon  occafion  of 
"  thofe  tumultuous  aflemblies  of  the  people,  thac 
"  are  not  unfrequent  in  this  country.  The 
"  ftadthoufe  is  guarded  in  the  night  by  a  body 
"  of  the  burghers,  who  are  thus  charged  with 
"  the  care  of  the  great  refervoir  of  the  wealth  of 
"  the  United  Provinces.  In  the  lower  apart- 
"  ments  is  the  bank,  in  which  is  faid  to  be  de- 
"  pofited  immenfe  fums," 

"  Dr.  Brown  tells  us,  that,  "Their  Rafp- 
"  huys,  or  houie  of  correction  is  alfo  worth  ob- 
"  fervation  -,  having  at  its  entrance    two  lions 
"  bridled,  with  this  infcription  : 

Virtutis  eft  domare  qu?e  cunfti  pavent. 

"  A  proper  emblem  for  the  purpofe  it  was 
"  intended;  viz.  to  bridle  the  infolencies  of  fuch 
"  as  are  riotous  in  the  ftreets,  or  commit  dif- 
"  orders  ;  and  the  extravagancies  of  the  fons  of 
"  citizens,  who  are  paft  the  government:  of  their 
"  matters  and  parents.  They  are  employed  in 
"  gaining  their  bread  by  rafping  Bralil-wood  -, 
"  and  if  they  refufe  to  perform  their  tafk,  and 
"  become  incorrigible  by  blows,  they  (as  we 
"  were  told)  put  them  in  a  large  ciftern,  with  a 
"  pump  by  them,  and  fo  letting  in  the  water 
"  upon  them,  force  them  to  work  for  their 
"  life. 

"  Their  Spin-huys  is  intended  for  the  cor- 
"  rection  of  young  women,  fuch  as  live  loofe- 
"  ly,  or  are  taken  in  the  ftreets,  and  other  fuf- 
"  picious  places  :  fometimes  the  citizens  fend 
"  their  daughters  hither  for  chaftifement,  and 
"  thefe  have  chambers  allotted  them-,  I  faw 
"  above  an  hundred  women  in  one  large  room, 
"  fome  of  which  were  very  well  drtfied.  In  the 
"  hofpital  for  children  are  fix  hundred  orphans, 
"  well  educated  and  looked  after. 

"  The  Dol-huys  is  like  our  Bedlam,  intend- 
"  ed  for  delirious  perfons  ;  the  Gaft-huys,  an 
"  hofpital  for  the  lick  ;  as  the  Mannen-houfe 
"  is  an  hofpital  for  old  men. 

"  They  have  befide  this,  a  laudable  cuftom 
"  throughout  all  Holland  :  which  is,  that  upon 
"  the  appointment  of  any  meeting  at  a  tavern* 
"  or  any  other  occafion,  certain  forfeitures  are 
"  put  into  a  box,  kept  in  all  public  houfes,  for 
"  the  ufe  of  the  poor  ;  which  is  the  reafon  thac 
"  fcarce  ever  any  beggars  are  feen  in  the 
"  ftreets." 

In   Amfterdam   the  Roman  Catholics  enjoy 

liberty  of  conference,  as  they  do  in  other  parts 

of  the  united  provinces,  though  their  number  is 

,  greatly  inferior  t©  what  they  have  been  repre- 

fented. 
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fented.  Our  author  has  been  told  by  perfons  of 
knowledge  and  credit,  that  the  Roman  Catho- 
lics, and  all  other  fectaries  together,  do  not  make 
a  fourth  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  Amfterdam. 

There  ftill  remains  in  this  city  a  convent  of 
ruins,  called  Beguines,  (an  order  erected  in  the 
year  1207,)  confiding  cf  widows  without  chil- 
dren, and  maidens,  who  need  no  other  qualifi- 
cations to  gain  admittance,  than  a  teftimonial 
of  their  good  behaviour,  and  that  they  have  a 
competency  to  fubfift  on,  either  alone,  or  in  con- 
junction with  one  or  more  of  the  filters,  as  may 
beft  luit  them. 

This  convent  contains  about  one  hundred  and 
thirty  Afters,  and  is  built  like  a  city,  with  a 
wall  and  ditch  round  it  within  which  ftands  a 
church,  where,  at  certain  hours,  they  are  oblig- 
ed to  attend  public  worfhip.  The  filters  are 
dreffed  in  an  odd  black  habit,  they  pay  and  re- 
ceive vifits,  and  quit  the  convent  whenever  they 
pleafe. 

Mod  of  our  readers  mult  have  heard  of  the 
Mufic-houles  of  Amfterdam,  which  are  public 
houles  or  taverns,  where  men  refort  under  pre- 
tence of  dancing,  but  in  reality  to  pick  up  wo- 
men who  frequent  thefe  places,  and  take  them 
to  more  convenient  lodgings  :  forthofe  are  only 
intended  as  places  of  meeting.  Strangers  com- 
monly vifit  thefe  houles  through  curiofity,  where 
they  muft  either  drink  what  is  offered,  or  it  is 
expected  that  they  pay  as  if  they  did. 

The  exchange  of  Amfterdam  is  two  hundred 
feet  long,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty  broad  : 
the  galleries  above  are  fupported  by  forty-fix 
pillars,  but  are  not  fo  fpacious,  nor  are  the 
{hops  fo  many  as  thofe  over  the  London  Ex-  | 
change.* 

There  is  an  academy, 'ftiled  the  Ulultrious 
School,  which  is  alfo  an  elegant  ftructure,  di- 
vided into  feveral  fchools  for  divinity,  philofo- 
phy,  hiftory,  and  law. 

In  this  city  there  are  five  high  towers,  which 
have  each  a  great  clocks  and  are  placed  at  fuch 
a  convenient  diftance,  that  the  hours  of  the  day- 
are  fhown  all  over  the  town. 

"  The  eftablifhed  religion  (fays  Mr.  Hanway) 
"  is  that  of  Calvinifm,  for  which  there  are  ele- 
*•  ven  churches  for  the  Dutch,  one  for  the  En- 
"  glifh,  two  for  the  Germans,  and  two  for  the 
"  French  •,  but  the  Roman  Catholics  are  laid 
"  to  have  near  thirty  places  of  worfhip. 

"  Befides  thefe  there  are  Lutherans  and  Bap- 
"  tifts.  The  Jews  are  alfo  numerous,  and  have 
"  their  fynagogues  as  in  London :  but  none  of  thefe 
"  religions,  except  the  Calvinifts,  are  allowed  the 
"  ufe  of  bells  :  and  the  ltatcs  invalidate  all  mar- 
"  riages  not  performed  according  to  the  rites  of 
"  the  eftablifhed  church,  unlefs  the  parties  firft 
"  engage  themfelves  in  form  before  the  civil 
"  magiftrate  :  and  then  they  may  perform  the 
"  ceremony  according  to  their  refpeclive  reli- 
"  gions." 

Mr.  Mifibn  fays,  "  We  paffed  fcven  hours 
"■  upon  the  canal  betwixt  Amfterdam  and  U- 
"  trecht  very  pleafantly  ;  leaving  on  the  right- 
"  hand  the  old  caftle  cf  Abeow,  and  the  vil- 


"  lageofthe  fame  name,  the  boundary  of  the 
"  province  of  Holland  on  that  fide,  about  three 
"  leagues  from  Amfterdam. 

"  We  no  fooner  came  to  Utrecht,  but  we 
"  found  it  to  fall  much  fhort  of  that  extreme 
"  neatnefs  we  obferved  in  the  province  of  Hol- 
•'  land. 

"  This  City  is  famous  for  its  antiquity,  its 
"  Univerfity,  and  the  union  made  here  in  1579, 
"  which  was  the  foundation  of  the  whole  Dutch 
"  republic.  The  fteeple  of  the  cathedral  is 
"  very  high,  and  the  church  contains  nmny  re- 
"  lies  highly  valued  by  the  Roman  Catho- 
"  licks." 

The  Mall  and  the  walks  about  it,  without  the 
gates  of  the  city,  are  infinitely  pleafant,  being 
upon  that  account  fpared  by  the  French  king's 
exprefs  command,  when  his  troops  ravaged  all 
the  adjacent  country. 

Our  Author  was  informed  by  a  gentleman  cf 
Ut:echt,  that  there  were  forty-eight  towns 
within  a  days  journey  of  that  city,  and  thirty- 
three  of  them  fo  near,  that  perfons  might  go  and 
return  the  fame  day. 

The  country  round  Utrecht  has  an  appear- 
ance widely  different  from  that  of  Holland,  the 
fields  being,  for  the  moft  part,  ploughed  lands, 
enclofed  with  ftrong  hedges. 

Mr.  Mifibn  fays,  that  having  travelled  two 
hours  from  Utrecht,  they  palled  in  fight  of 
Zeift,  and  of  the  caftle  on  its  right-hand.  It  is 
a  very  handfome  ftructure,  enclofed  by  a  ditch. 
of  running  water,  adorned  with  labyrinths, 
gardens,  ftatues,  fountains,  and  other  orna- 
ments. 

The  fields  betwixt  Rhenen  and  Arnheim, 
are  chiefly  planted  with  tobacco,  propped  by 
ftakes  ;  and  at  Reincom,  a  village  three  hours 
journey  from  Rhenen,  is  a  ftone,  which  is  the 
boundary  betwixt  the  lordfhip  of  Utrecht  and  the 
province  of  Guelders. 

There  is  nothing  worth  bbfervation  at  Arn- 
heim but  its  fortification.  Travelling  two  hours 
and  a  half  beyond  it,  our  author  paffed  the 
YfTel,  and  continuing  his  journey  through  Doei- 
burgh,  (a  little  city  on  that  river,  in  the  province 
of  Zutphen)  dined  on  milk  and  bifcuit,  in  a 
poor  village  ;  and  could  afterwards  get  no  bet- 
ter fare  at  night,  when  he  lodged  at  Yffelburgh, 
a  fmall  difmantled  town  on  the  borders  of 
Cleves. 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  add  to  thefe  parti- 
culars reflecting  the  country,  fome  remarks  on 
its  inhabitants,  from  the  writings  of  the  ingeni- 
ous Mr.  Ray  ;  together  with  fome  obfervatiofis 
made  by  the  fame  author. 

"  As  to  what  relates  to  the  common  people 
"  of  Holland,  it  muft  be  confeffed  they  are 
"  furly  and  ill-bred,  which  is  the  rer.fon  that 
"  no  ftrangers  that  know  the  country  will  deal 
"  with  inn-keepers,  waggoners,  boatmen,  por- 
"  ten,  and  fuch-like,  without  bargaining  be- 
"  forehand. 

"  The  men  are  generally  very  large-boned 
"  and  bulky,  and  thefe,  as  well  as  the  women, 
"  are  conftantly  eating  as  they  travel. 

Ac 
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"  At  their  common  entertainments,  a  fallad 
"  lea  :s  the  van,  a  kind  of  ftewed  meat  is  the 
"  main  part  of  the  dinner,  and  it  concludes  with 
"  fame  boiled  and  buttered  herbs.  The  chief 
"  food  of  the  ordinary  people  is  cod-fifh  and 
"  pickled  herring,  which  they  cure  better  than 
"  the  Englifh. 

"  In  the  public  hcufes  you  commonly  meet 
"  with  fmoaked  beef,  cut  in  thin  llices,  good 
"  bread  and  butter,  and  four  or  five  forts  of 
"  cheefe.  Their  ftrong  drink  (they  call  it  Dick- 
"  beer,  and  very  properly,  for  it  is  feldom  clear) 
"  is  fold  for  three-pence  a  quart  •,  the  dearnefs 
"  of  which  arifes  partly  from  the  heavy  exciie 
"  laid  upon  this,  as  well  as  all  other  provifi- 
"  ons  :  partly  from  the  plenty  of  money  in  thofe 
"  provinces,  whiclj  makes  land  fold  here  at  be- 
"  tween  thirty  and  forty  years  purchafe. 

' '  Mcft  of  their  beds  are  made  clofe  like  ca- 
"  bins,  narrow  and  fhorr,  and  yet  you  pay  an 
"  exce'fiive  rate  for  them  in  the  inns.  Their 
"  houfts  are  kept  exceeding  neat,  even  to  the 
"  outfide  of  pots  and  pot-hooks  ;  nay,  the  very 
"  ti'es  of  the  pent-houfes  :  yet  has  it  been  ob- 
"  fervable,  that  in  dreffing  their  meats,  they  are 
"  not  lb  clean  and  curious  as  the  Englifh. 

"  They  ufe  organs  in  moft  of  their  churches, 
"  collecl:  money  for  the  poor  in  fermon  time, 
"  with  a  purfe  fattened  to  a  ftick,  and  a  bell 
'•  hanging  to  it.  The  pfalms  to  be  fung  are  fet 
"  down  upon  dates,  hung  upon  the  walls  of 
"   the  church  for  that  purpofe. 

"  They  feldom  travel  on  horfeback,  but  ge- 
"  ncrally  in  waggons,  fome  covered,  others  not, 
"  but  moftly  by  water  •,  and  this  on  Sundays  as 
"  well  as  other  days.  Beggars  are  feldom  feen 
"  in  Holland,  notwithftanding  the  vaft  multi- 
"  tude  of  people  ;  this  province  containing  no 
"  lefs  than  twenty-four  walled  towns  and  cities, 
"  fix  of  which  (befide  Amfterdam)  are  bigger 
"   than  any  in  England,  except  London." 

We  will  now  fubjoin  a  few  curious  and  fenfible 
obfervations  made  by  Francis  Barnham,  Efq-, 
who  was  in  Holland  with  the  lord  ambaflador 
Hollis. 

"  There  is  (fays  he)  a  conftant  watch  kept 
"  on  the  fteeples  in  all  the  cities  of  the  united 
"  provinces.  The  differences  arifing  among 
"  boatmen  and  waggoners,  who  fhall  go  firft, 
"  are  decided  by  catting  a  die.  They  gather 
"  the  rain-water  by  pipes  from  the  houfes,  and 
"  preierve  it  in  citterns,  as  they  do  in  Venice. 

"  The  Dutch  ttand  much  in  awe  of  their  fu- 
"  periors,  becaule  juftice  is  done  there  without 
"  delay.  They  are  ttrangely  addidled  to  novel- 
"  ties,  and  mightily  taken  with  any  thing  that 
"  is  gay.  They  are  extremely  greedy  of  pro- 
"  fit,  yet  very  jutt  in  their  bargains.  Theknow- 
"  ledge  how  to  get  money  is  what  they  efteem 
"  above  all  other  things,  and  fcarce  ever  apply 


"  themfelves  to  any  thing  befide  that  and  po- 
"  litics,in  which  they  are  generally  well  verfed  -, 
"  the  meaneft  of  them  being  qualified  by  his 
"   birth-right  to  become  a  burgomafter. 

"  They  fight  bravely  at  fea,  though  natur- 
"  ally  they  are  of  a  phlegmatic  temper,  and 
"  and  confequently  not  fit  for  brave  exploits  by 
"  land. 

"  They  allow  of  liberty  in  religion,  but  keep 
"  a  watchful  eye  over  it  to  fecure  the  public 
"  peace  ■,  which  is  the  reafon  that  it  is  more 
"  difficult  to  hatch  a  plot  here  than  in  any  o- 
"  ther  parts  :  though  at  the  fame  time  the  peo- 
"  pie  fay  and  print  almoft  what  they  pleafe,  the 
"  fame  being  included  within  the  general  notion 
"  of  liberty. 

"  They  have  in  general  little  fenfe  of  honour 
'•  or  generofity,  being  guided  merely  by  the 
"  profpect  of  advantage  or  intereft.  They  do 
"  not  profecute  murder  with  fo  much  violence 
"  as  theft. 

"  The  Dutch  are  always  careful  to  folemnize 
"  any  great  action  done  by  them,  with  allthepub- 
"  lie  marks  of  honour  and  rejoicings,  to  imprint 
"  into  the  minds  of  common  people  an  idea  of 
"  the  ability  and  wifdom  of  their  governors  ; 
"  which  is  the  reafon  they  frequently  erect  mo- 
"  numents  to  thofe  who  have  deferved  well  of 
"  the  commonwealth. 

"  The  ordinary  fort  of  women  (if  not  all) 
"  feem  to  be  more  pleated  with  obfeene  difcourfe 
"  than  the  Englifh  or  French  •,  they  have  alio 
"  the  reputation  of  making  not  fo  fevere  an  ac- 
"  count  of  chaftity  before  marriage,  but  of  be- 
"  ing  very  faithful  to  their  hulbands.  Even 
"  the  better  fort  of  women  are  not  backward 
"  of  admitting  men,  though  of  very  little  ac- 
"  quaintance,  to  a  falute  •,  and  killing  pafTes 
"  current  here,  not  only  at  parting  and  returns 
"  but  alio  in  frolics  and  familiar  converfation. 

"  Mcft  women  are  let  into  all  the  actions  of 
"  their  hulbands,  who  feldom  undertake  any 
"  thing  without  Jheir  knowlege  and  approba- 
"  tion.  They  hive  abundance  of  chiming  in 
"  their  cities  ;  and  vaft  multitudes  of  ftorks 
"  build  their  nefts  upon  the  tops  of  the  chim- 
"  nies." 

Thefe  remarks  have  the  repute  of  being  very 
jutt,  though  written  fome  years  fince  :  corrc- 
fponding  greatly  with  the  reports  of  all  who  have 
been  in  the  Low  Countries.  And  though 
fome  allowances  mutt  be  made  for  thofe  altera- 
tions in  cuftoms,  which  all  nations,  and  efpeci- 
ally  commercial  ones,  are  fubjedt  to  •,  yet  fome 
national  characteriftics  ftill  diftinguifh  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  fame  places  at  all  periods  of  time  : 
and  if  the  manners  of  the  Dutch  have  undergone 
any  alterations,  it  is  chiefly  in  departing  from 
their  antient  frugality,  and  imitating,  in  point,  of 
luxury,  the  Englifh  and  French  nations. 
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EMPIRE       of      RUSSIA; 

From  the  writings  of  Mr.   H  A  N  W  A  Y    and   other   Travellers , 
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MR.  VOLTAIRE  obferves  of  the  Ruf- 
fian empire,  that  "  It  is  of  greater 
"  extent  than  all  the  reft  of  Europe, 
"  or  than  the  Roman  empire  in  the  zenith  of  its 
"  power,  or  the  empire  of  Darius  fubdued  by 
"  Alexander  :  for  it  contains  more  than  eleven 
'•  hundred  thoufand  fquare  leagues. 

"  Neither  the  Roman  empire,  nor  that  of 
"  the  Macedonian  conqueror,  comprized  more 
"  than  five  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  each  ; 
"  and  there  is  not  a  kingdom  in  Europe  the 
twelfth  part  fo  extenfive  as  the  Roman  em- 
"  pire. 

"  In  length,from  the  Ifle  of  Dago  as  far  as  its 
•'  moft  eaftern  limits,  it  contains  very  near  a 
"  hundred  and  feventy  degrees  ;  lb  that  when 
"  it  is  noon-day  in  the  weft,  it  is  very  near  mid- 
"  night  in  the  eaftern  part  of  this  empire.  In 
"  breadth  it  ftretches  from  fouth  to  north  three 
"  thoufand  werfts,  which  make  eight  hundred 
"  leagues." 

The  empire  of  Ruflia  is  bounded  on  the  north 
and  eaft  by  the  main,  and  towards  the  weft  and 
fouth  its  limits  are  fettled  by  treaties,  concluded 
with  feveral  far  diftant  powers:  with  the  Swedes, 
the  Poles,  the  Turks,  the  Perfiahs,  and  the 
Chinefe. 

The  number  of  provinces  comprehended  in 
the  empire  of  Ruflia  being  very  great,  and  ma- 
ny of  them  very  extenfive,  it  neceffarily  follows 
that  the  foil  and  temperature  of  the  air  muft  be 
extremely  various  in  different  parts. 

In  thofe  which  lie  beyond  fixry  degrees  of 
north  latitude,  there  are  few  places  where  corn 
will  grow  to  maturity  -,  and  in  the  northern  parts 
of  the  empire,  which  reach  beyond  feventy  de- 
grees, no  garden-fruits  are  produced,  except  in 
the  country  about  Archangel,  where  many  bufhes 
and  fhrubs  grow  fpontaneoufiy,  and  yeild  feveral 
forts  of  berries.  In  the  neighbourhood  of  that 
city  horned  cattle  are  alfo  bred,  and  there  are 
plenty.of  wild  beafts  and  fowls,  and  feveral  forts 
pffifti. 

In  the   middle  provinces   of  this  empire,  the 
foil  produces   moft  kind   of  trees   and  garden- 
fruits,  corn,  honey,  &c.      They  arc  alfo   well 
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(locked  with  horned  cattle  •,  the  rivers  are  na- 
vigable, and  filled  with  the  beft  kinds  of  fifh, 
and  the  woods  abound  with  game. 

In  the  fouthern  provinces  the  climate  is  hot ; 
and  though  in  fome  parts  there  is  much  barren 
land,  yet  in  others  it  is  covered  with  flowers  and 
verdure.  The  rivers  are  well  fupplied  with 
fifh,  and  game  abounds  in  proportion  to  the 
extent  of  the  woods. 

In  the  northern  parts  of  the  empire  the  cold  is 
very  fevere,  and  the  days  in  winter  are  extremely 
fhort ;  but  the  fummers  are  warm  and  pleafanr, 
and  even  in  the  fhorteft  nights  the  twilight  is  very 
luminous. 

At  Archangel,  when  the  day  is  at  the  IhortelhJ 
the  fun  rifes  at  twenty-four  minutes  after  ten  in 
the  morning,  and  fets  at  thirty-fix  minutes  after 
one.  At  Pcterfburgh  the  fun  rifes  at  fifteen 
minutes  after  nine,  and  fets  at  forty-five  minutes 
after  two  :  but  at  Aftracan  the  fun  rifes  at  forty 
eight  minutes  after  feven,  and  fets  at  twelve  mi- 
niitts  after  four. 

At  the  fummer  folftice,  when  the  day  is  at 
the  greateft  length,  this  order  is  reverfed,  and 
the  iun  rifes  at  Aftracan  at  twelve  minutes  after 
four,  and  fets  at  about  forty  minutes  after  fe- 
ven ;  and  at  Archangel  rifes  at  thirty-fix  minutes 
after  one,  and  fets  at  twenty-four  minutes  after 
ten. 

It  is  generally  remarked,  that  the  eaftern  coun- 
tries are  much  colder  in  winter,  and  hotter  in 
fummer,  than  the  weftern  that  lie  in  the  fame 
latitude  :  this  is  particularly  true  with  refpeiSt  to 
Ruflia  ;  for  the  river  Neva,  at  Peterfburgh,  is  in 
fome  years  covered  with  ice  fo  early  as  the  twen- 
ty-fourth of  October  ;  and  in  other  years,  when 
lateft,  about  the  twenty-fecond  of  November  : 
but  it  generally  thaws  by  the  twenty-lixth  of 
April,  old  ftyle. 

The  reader  cannot  fail  of  beihg  pleafed  with 
feeing  the  progrefs  of  the  feafoas  at  Peterfburgh, 
which  is  fituated  in  59'  of  latitude  ;  as  given  by 
Mr.  Hanway. 

February  generally  brings  with  it  a  bright  fun 
and  a  clear  Iky  ■,  every  object  leerns  to  glitter 
with  gems,  and  the  nerves  become  braced  by  the 

cold. 
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cold.  There  is  then  no  fmall  arnufement  in  riding 
in  fledges  upon  the  fnow,  to  thole  who,  from  the 
length  of  the  winter,  have  forgot  the  much  lu- 
perior  pleaiure,  which  nature  prefents  when 
cloathed  in  all  her  verdure. 

March  is  frequently  attended  with  fhowers, 
which,  with  the  heat  of  the  fun,  penetrate  the 
ice  :  this  is  generally  three  quarters  of  a  yard 
thick  on  the  Neva,  and  in  feme  great  rivers  to 
the  north-eaft  much  thicker.  This  renders  it 
like  an-honey-comb,  and  about  the  end  of  that 
month  it  ufually  breaks  up. 

The  month  of  April  is  frequently  very  warm  ; 
fummerfeems  to  precede  the  fpring  •,  for  it  is 
fometimes  the  firft  of  June  befo:e  any  confider- 
able  verdure  appears,  and  then  _theiritenfe  heat 
brings  it  en  fo  faft,  that  the  eye  can  difcover  its 
progrefs'from  day  today. 

Till  the  middle  of  July  it  feems  to  be  one 
continued  day,  the  fun  not  entirely  difappearing 
above  two  hours  in  the  twenty-four. 

The  rain  and  froft  generally  begin  in  Septem- 
ber •,  the  fe  verity  of  both  increales  in  October  ; 
and  in  November  the  river  Neva  is  always  fro 
zen.  At  this  time  comes  on  the  feafon  for  an 
eafy  apd  expeditious  conveyance  on  the  fnow, 
by  which  freln  provifions  are  brought  to  mark- 
et, a  thoufand  Englifh  miles  by  land  •,  fo  that 
the  beef  of  Archangel  is  often  eaten  at  Peter- 
fburgh.  The  cold  is  lb  very  intenfe  in  Decem- 
ber and  January,  that  the  poor  who  are  over- 
taken by  liquor,  or  expofed  to  the  air  in  open 
places,  are  frequently  frozen  to  death:  but  the 
great  quantities  of  wood,  chiefly  birch  and  al- 
der, with  which  the  country  abounds,  and  the 
commodioufnefs  of  the  ftoves,  enables  the  inha- 
bitants to  introduce  any  degree  of  heat  into 
their  houfes. 

There  is  not  a  tenth  part  of  the  Ruffian  em- 
pire properly  cultivated,  or  fufficiently  peopled  : 
for  notwithstanding  its  prodigious  extent,  the 
number  of  inhabitants  who  pay  the  poll-tax,  is 
reckoned  at  only  five  millions  one  hundred  thou- 
fand ;  and  the  reft,  including  the  females,  are 
about  ten  millions,  excluiive  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  conquered  provinces. 

The  following  are  the  principal  rivers  of  Ru- 
ffia :  the  Wolga,  which  t;:kes  its  rife  in  the 
ft  reft  of  Wolccnfki,  and  is  one  of  the  largeft 
rivers  in  the  world  ;  for  it  runs  above  two  thou- 
fand miles  before  it  falls  into  the  Cafpian  lea. 
Its  banks  in  moft  places  are  fertile,  and  though 
not  fufficiently  cultivated,  on  account  of  the  fre- 
quent incurfions  of  the  Tartars,  yet  the  foil  fpon- 
taneoufly  produces  ail  kinds  of  efculent  herbs, 
and  afparagus  in  particular,  of  a  very  extraordi- 
nary fize  and  gcodneis. 

This  river  receive:,  feveral  other  considerable 
ones,  among  which  are  the  Occa  and  Carnal 
and  difcharges  ltfelf  by  feveral  mouths  into  the 
Calpian  fea,  by  which  means  it  forms  many 
iflands. 

The  Don,  (which  is  the  Tanais  of  the  anci- 
ents) has  its  fource  not  far  from  Tula  in  the 
Iwano  Oifero,  or  St.  John's  Lake.  It  firft  runs 
from  north  to  fouth,  and  after  its  conflux  with 
the  Sofna,  directs  its  courfe  from  weft  to  eaft, 
and  in  feveral  large  windings,  again  runs  from 
Rorth  to  fouth  ;  but   at  length  dividing  into 


three  channels,  falls  into  the  fea  of  Afbph.  The 
Don,  in  its  courfe,  approaches  fo  near  the  Wol- 
ga,  that  in  one  place  the  diftance  between  them 
is  but  one  hundred  and  forty  werfts,  or  about 
eighty  Englifh  miles. 

The  Dwina  is  a  very  large  river  •,  the  name 
fignifies  Double,  it  being  formed  by- the  con- 
flux of  the  Sukona  and  the  Yug.  This  river 
divides  itielf  into  two  branches  or  channels  near 
Archangel,  from  whence  it  runs  into  the  White 
-Sea. 

The  Nieper,  the  ancient  Boryfthenes,  arifes 
from  a  morafs  in  theforeft  of  Wolconfki,  about 
a  hundred  and  twenty  miles  above  Smolenfki, and 
forms  feveral  windings  through  Lithuania,  Lit- 
tle Ruffia,  the  country  of  the  Zaporo  CofTacs, 
and  a  tract  inhabited  by  the  Nagaian  Tartars  : 
and  after  forming  a  marfhy  lake  of  fixty  werfts 
in  length,  and  in  rn,my  places  two,  four,  or  even 
ten  werfts  in  breadth,  difcharges  itfelf  into  the 
Black  Sea. 

The  banks  on  this  river  are  on  both  fides  ge- 
nerally high,  and  the  foil  excellent  ;  but  in  fum- 
mer  the  water  is  not  very  wholelbme.  The  Nie- 
per has  no  lefs  than  thirteen  "water-falls  within 
the  fpace  cf  fixty  werfts  ■,  yet  in  fpring  during 
the  land-flcods,  empty  veffels  may  be  hauled 
over  them.  There  is  but  one  bridge  over  tins 
river,  and  that  is  a  "flotmg  one,  at  Kiew,  one 
thoufand  fix  hundred  tfiirty-eight  paces  in 
length.  This  bridge  is  taken  away  about  the 
end  of  September,  to  give  the  flakes  of  ice  a 
Free  paffage  dowa  the  river,  and  is  again  put  to- 
gether in  fpring. 

A  great  number  of  mills  erected  in  boats,  are 
to  be  leen  on  this  river. 

The  lake  of  Ladoga,  lituated  between  the 
gulph  of  Finland  and  the  lake  of  Onega,  is 
efteemed  the  largeft  lake  in  Europe,  and  is  fup- 
pofed  to  exceed  any  other  for  its  plenty  of  fifh, 
among  which  are  alfo  feals.  It  is  one  hundred 
and  fifty  miles  in  length,  and  ninety  in  breadth. 
This  lake  is  full  of  quick-fands,  which  being 
moved  from  place  to  place,  by  the  frequent 
ftorms  to  which  it  is  fubjecf,  caufe  feveral  (helves 
along  its  courfe,  which  often  prove  fatal  to  the 
flat-bottomed  veffels  of  the  Ruffians. 

This  induced  Peter  the  Great  to  caufe  a  canal 
near  feventy  Englifh  miles  in  length,  feventy 
feet  in  breadth,  and  ten  or  eleven  deep,  to  be 
cut,  at  a  vaft  expence,  from  the  fouth-weit  ex- 
tremity of  this  lake  to  the  fea. 

This  great  work  was  begun  in  the  year  1718, 
and  though  vigoroufly  profecuted,  was  not  com- 
pleated  till  the  year  1732,  in  the  reign  of  the  em- 
prefs  Anne.  There*  are  twenty-five  flukes  on 
this  canal,  and  feveral  rivers  run  into  it.  At 
the  diftance  of  every  werft  along  its  banks,  there 
is  a  pillar  marked  with  the  number  of  werfts  ; 
and  a  regiment  of  foldiers  are  conftantly  em- 
ployed to  keep  the  canal  in  repair.  The  moft  fruit- 
ful part  of  Ruffia  is  near  the  frontiers  of  Poland, 
where  the  inhabitants  have  corn  fufficient  to 
fupply  their  neighbours.  The  northern  parts 
are  over-run  with  forefts,  chiefly  inhabited  by 
wild  beafts,  and  are  extremely  cold  and  marfhy. 

The  Ruffians   before  the  time  of  Peter  the 
Great  were  but  little  fuperior  to  favages :  but 
that  wife  prince,  by  dint  of  aftonifhing  applica- 
tion, 
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tion,  and  a  happy  mixture  of  mildnefs  and  fe- 
verity,  wrought  lb  happy  a  change  in  their  man- 
ners, that  they  are  now  not  greatly  inferior  to 
the  other  nations  of  Europe  in  point  of  civiliza- 
tion. 

In  general  the  Ruffians  are  of  the  middle  fta- 
ture,  though  many  of  them  are  tall  and  comely. 
The  lower  orders  of  people  are  fond  of  their 
ancient  cuftoms  ;  and  though  the  greater  part 
of  them  have  by  degrees  been  brought  to  iub- 
mit  to  modern  improvements,  yet  many  (till 
chuie  to  fuffer  great  inconveniences,  and  to  pay 
additional  taxes,  rather  than  cut  off  their  beardc, 
and  conform  to  fome  regulations  with  refpedl  to 
religion. 

The  women  of  Ruffia  are  extremely  fond  of 
paint,  and  confider  a  ruddy  complexion  as  the 
very  effence  of  beauty  •,  fo  that  in  ihe  Ruffian 
language,  red  and  beautiful  are  fynonimous 
terms.  Even  the  poorer  fort  among  the  wo- 
men, in  order  to  mend  their  complexion,  will 
beg  money  to  buy  paint. 

By  this  means  they  daub  themfelves  fo  much, 
as  to  conceal  the  graces  which  nature  may  be 
prefumed  to  have  beftowed  on  them  :  for  they 
generally  profefs,  that  if  they  had  fufficient 
plumpnefs,  they  can  procure  themfelves  beauty. 

The  drefsof  the  common  people  in  Ruffia  is 
mean  ;  they  are  cloathed  with  long  coats,  made 
of  dreffed  (heep-fkin,  with  the  wool  toward  their 
bodies  ;  their  legs  and  feet  are  fwaddled  with  a 
coarle  cloth,  fecured  by  a  cord  of  reeds,  and 
their  fandals  are  of  the  fame  materials  •,  their 
caps  are  lined  with  fur,  and  cover  the  ears  and 
neck,  as  well  as  the'  head  :  they  wear  fames 
round  their  waifts,  and  double  gloves,  one  of 
woollen,  and  the  other  of  leather,  which  take  in 
the  hand  without  any  diftinction,  except  the 
«bumb,  and  thefe  are  an  effential  part  of 
their  clothing. 

People  of  any  fafhion  generally  drefs  as  we 
do  in  England,  except  wearing  a  full  great-coat 
lined  with  fur,  with  a  deep  quilted  or  lur-lined 
cap,  when  they  go  abroad.  The  women  of  the 
lower  clafs,  befiie  their  petticoats,  wear  fheep- 
flcins  like  the  men  ;  but  thofe  who  move  in  a 
higher  iphtre,  wear  flowered  filk  cloaks,  lined 
with  furs. 

Perfons  of  both  fexes  hang  on  their  breaft  a  j1 
crofs,  which  is  put  on  when  they  are  baptized, 
and  this  they  never  lay  afide  as  long  as  they  live. 
The  croffes  of  the  peafants  are  of  lead  ;  but 
thofe  worn  by  perfons  of  wealth,  are  of  gold  or 
filver. 

The  Ruffians  feldom  fail  of  bathing  twice  a 
week  ;  for  which  purpofe,  almoft  every  houfe- 
kceper  is  provided  with  a  bath  •,  and  he  that  has 
none  of  his  own,  g6es  to  thofe  that  are  public. 

It  is  remarkable,  that  they  often  Pally  out 
naked  from  the  warm  bath,  run  about  in  the 
cold,  roll  themfelves  in  the  fnow,  and  then 
plunge  again  in  the  warm  water  ;  and  they 
think  that  thefe  viciffitudes  of  heat  and  cold  ren- 
der them  robuft  and  hardy. 

The  common  method  of  building,  both  in  the 
towns  and  villages,  is  to  lay  one  beam  of  wood 
lother,   and  fattening   them  at  the  four 
fill  up  the  crevices   between   the 
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beams  with  mofs  ;  after  which  the  houfe  is  co- 
vered with  fhingles,  and  holes  are  made  in  the 
timber  for  windows  and  doors. 

In  the  houfes  of  the  peafants  there  is  com- 
monly a  brick  ftove  or  large  oven,  which  takes 
up  a  fourth  part  of  the  area:  this  is  flat  at  the 
top,  and  boarded  •,  and  upon  this  oven,  and  a 
kind  of  fhelves  round  the  room,  the  whole  fa- 
mily deep  without  beds. 

Inftead  of  candles  or  lamps*  the  Ruffian  pea* 
fants  commonly  burn  long  fplinters  of  deal. 
Their  furniture  confifts  of  three  benches,  an  ob- 
long table,  and  the  picture  of  a  faint  or  two. 
Their  apartments  are  as  black  as  fo  many  chim- 
nies  ;  for  the  fire-hearth  being  within  the  above- 
mentioned  Hove,  which  has  no  vent  for  the 
fmoke  but  into  the  room,  the  walls  are  covered 
with  foot.  As  focn  as'  it  is  dark  the  houfes 
fwarm  with  a  kind  of  infects,  called  tarakans, 
which  are  a  kind  of  chaffers  :  the  belt  method 
of  keeping  them  out  is  burning  a  light  in  the 
room  till  break  of  day. 

The  common  people  are  amazingly  eager  af- 
ter fpirituous  liquors,  ahd  other  ftrong  drink, 
efpecially  in  the  carnival  time  ;  which  is  in  a 
great  degree  owing  to  the  feverity  of  the  winter, 
the  (lender  diet  they  live  on  throughout  the 
year,  and  the  rigorous  fafts  they  obferve. 

Their  food  confifts  chiefly  of  coarfe  ill-tafted 
fifh,  peafe,  turnips,  cabbage,  large  cucumbers, 
and  onions. 

Their  drink  is  quas,  which  is  a  kind  of  fmall 
mead  •,  and  even  among  the  gentry,  brandy  al- 
ways makes  a  part  of  every  repaft. 

Among  the  lower  clafs,  it  is  generally  the 
men  who  give  themfelves  up  to  thefe  excefies, 
though  it  is  not  uncommon  to  fee  at  Peterlburgh 
a  drunken  woman  daggering  along  the  ftreets. 
Some  authors  indeed  fay,  that  drunkennefs  is  lb 
far  from  being  confidered  as  a  crime,  that  they 
make  it  part  of  their  religion,  and  that  they  do 
not  think  they  have  kept  a  holiday  as  they 
ought,  if  they  are  cot  drunk  before  night. 

Mr.  Perry  affirms,  that  if  you  pafs  through 
Mofcow  on  a  holiday,  you  will  fee  both  priefts 
and  people  lie  drunk  upon  the  ground  ,  and  if 
you  go  to  help  one  of  them  up,  he  will  tell  you, 
by  way  of  excufe,  "  It  is  a  holiday."  He  adds, 
that  their  ladies  of  quality  are  fo  little  afhamed 
of  drinking  to  excefs,  that  they  will  frankly  ac- 
knowledge their  having  been  very  drunk,  and 
return  thanks  for  the  favour  to  their  friends  who 
made  them  fo. 

Fifh  is  a  much  more  common  diet  than  flefh,' 
throughout  the  whole  nation  •,  for  their  fafts 
take  up  near  two-thirds  of  the  year,during  which 
-they  are  abfolutely  prohibited  by  their  religion 
to  tafte  of  animal  food  ;  which  is  obferved  with 
the  utmoft  ftrictnefs. 

In  Ruffia  a  perfon  may  travel  very  cheap 
and  expeditioufly  both  in  l'ummer  and  winter  : 
the  poft-roads  leading  to  the  chief  towns  are  very 
exactly  meafured,  with  the  werfts  marked,  and 
the  poft-ftages  fixed  at  proper  diftances  :  "for 
throughout  the  whole  empire,  and  even  in  Sibe- 
ria, a  pillar,  inlcribed  with  the  number  of  werfts, 
is  erected  at  the  end  of  each. 

The  expence  of  travelling  in  this  manner,  is 

fo 
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fo  eafy,  that  between  Riga  and  Peterfburgh,  the 
hire  of  a  poft-horfe  for  every  werft  is  no  more 
than  two  copeiks  and  a  half,  which  is  one  penny 
three  farthings  fterling  •,  between  Novogrod  and 
Moicow  but  half  a  copeik.  Nothing  can  be 
more  accommodated  to  eaie  and  diipatch  than 
•travelling  in  fledges  during  the  winter,  when  the 
earth  is  covered  deep  with  ihow,  and  impartible 
for  wheel-carriages  :  for  in  the  journey  Mr. 
Hanway  made  in  that  feafon  from  Mofcow  to 
Peterfburgh,  he  flept  in  his  fledge,  without 
wakine,  while  he  advanced  one  hundred  werfts, 
or  iixty-fix  Englifh  miles. 

The  whole  road  betwixt  thofe  two  cities  was 
marked  out  in  the  fnow  by  young  fir  trees  plant- 
ed on  each  fide,  at  the  diftance  of  twenty  yards, 
which,  at  a  moderate  computation,  amount  to 
one  hundred  and  twenty-eight  thoufand  four 
hundred  and  eighty  trees*  At  certain  diftances 
were  likewife  great  piles  of  wood,  to  be  fet  on 
fire,  in  order  to  give  light  to  the  emprefs  and 
her  court,  if  they  patted  by  in  the  night. 

Her  majeity,  on  thefe  occafions,  is  drawn  in  a 
kind  of  houfe  which  contains  her  bed,  a  table, 
and  other  conveniences,  where  four  perfons  may 
take  a  repair. 

This  wooden  ftructure,  which  has  a  Hoping 
roof,  and  fmall  windows  to  keep  out  the  cold, 
is  fixed  on  a  fledge,  and  drawn  by  twenty-four 
poft  horfes  ;  and  if  any  of  them  fail  on  the  road, 
there  are  others  ready  to  fupply  their  places. 

Mr.  Hanway  fays,  that  the  late  emprefs  was 
ufually  no  more  than  three  days  and  nights  on 
this  journey,  (notwithstanding  her  having  feve- 
ral  palaces  at  which  fhe  fometimes  flopped  to 
refrefh  herfelf)  though  the  diftance  is  four  hun- 
dred and  eighty-eight  Hnglifh  miles. 

This  journey  was  once  made  by  Peter  the 
Great  in  forty-fix  hours,  but  he  did  not  travel  in 
the  fame  kind  of  carriage.  Mr.  Bufching  ob- 
ferves,  that  it  is  not  uncommon  to  perform  it 
in  feventy-two  hours  with  poft  borfes  :  and  that 
a  commodious  flrdge  for  ihis  journey,  drawn  by 
a  pair  of  poft-horfes,  my  be  hired  for  fourteen 
or  fifteen  rubles. 

The  Ruffian  language  isderived  from  the  Scla- 
vonian,  but  at  p:  elent  it  is  very  different  from  it  •, 
and,  with  regard  to  religious  fubjects,  abounc's 
with  Greek  words. 

The  Ruffian  alphabet  confifts  of  twenty-four 
letters,  moll  of  them  Greek  characters,  as  they 
were  written  in  the  ninth  century  :  but  as  the 
latter  did  not  exprefs  every  particular  found  in 
the  Stlavonian  language,  recourfe  was  had  to  fe- 
iVveral  Hebrew  letters,  and  to  the  invention  of 
feme  arbitrary  ligns. 

Various  dialects  are  ufed  in  the  different  parts 
■•of  the  Ruffian  empire,  as  the    Mufcovite,   the 
Novogrodian,  the  Ukrainian,  and   that  of  Ar- 
changel. 

The  Ruffians  profefs  the  religion  of  the  Greek 
church,  which  was  firft  embraced  by  the  great 
dutchefs  Ogla,  iovereign  of  Ruffia,  in  the  nine 
hundred  fifty-fifth  year  after  the  birth  of  Chrift. 
The  external  pan  of  their  religion  confifts  in  the 
.  number  and  leverity  of  their  fafts,  in  which  they 
far  exited  the  Romifh  church.  Their  ufual 
v.rcklv    falls  are   on  WednefdayS  and  Fridays. 


In  lent,  they  neither  eat  flefh,  milk,  eggs,  nor 
butter ;  but  confine  themfelves  to  vegetables, 
bread,  and  fifh  fried  in  oil. 

The  Ruffians  are  great  enemies  to  the  worfhip 
of  graven  images,  and  yet  are  fo  abfurdly  incori- 
confiftent,  that,  in  their  private  devotions,  they 
kneel  before  a  picture  of  our  Saviour,  the  Vir- 
gin Mary,  St.  Nicholas,  or  fome  other  faint, 
which  is  an  indifpenfible  piece  of  furniture  in 
their  clofet.  To  this  they  bow  feveral  times, 
making  the  fign  of  the  crofs  with  their  thumb, 
fore- finger,  and  third-finger,  on  the  breaft,  fore- 
head, and  fhoulders  •,  at  the  fame  time  repeat- 
ing, in  a  low  voice,  the  Lord's  Prayer,  and 
fome  fhort  ejaculations  :  particularly,  "Lord  be 
merciful  to  me."  Indeed  they  feldom  pafs  by  a 
church  without  Uttering  thefe  words,  at  the 
fame  time  bowing  andcroffing  themfelves,  with- 
out paying  the  leaft  regard  to  any  perfon  who 
may  happen  to  be  within  fightv 

Great  numbers  of  the  common  people,  and 
even  fome  perfons  of  rank,  either  by  way  of  pe- 
nance, or  from  other  motives  of  humiliation, 
proftrate  themfelves  on  their  faces  at  the  entrance 
of  the  churches  •,  and  thofe  who  are  confeious 
of  having  contracted  any  impurity,  forbear  en- 
tering the  church,  but  ftand  at  the  door.  The 
church  bells  are  often  rung;  and  as  ringing  is 
counted  a  branch  of  devotion,  the  towns  are 
provided  with  a  great  number  of  bells,  which 
make,  as  it  were,  a  continual  chiming.  The 
divine  fervice  is  entirely  performed  in  the  Scla- 
vonian  tongue,  which  the  people  do  not  under- 
ftand,  as  it  is  very  different  from  the  modern 
Ruffian  ;  and  this  fervice  confifts  of  abundance 
of  trifling  ceremonies,  long  maffes,  finging,  and 
prayers  •,  all  which  are  performed  by  the  priefts, 
while  the  people  only  repeat,  "  Lord  be  mere  f- 
"  ful  to  me."  They  fometimes  give  a  lectufte 
from  one  of  the  fathers  ■,  but  there  are  few 
churches  in  which  iermens  are  ever  delivered, 
and  even  in  thofe  they  preach  but  feldom. 

In  Ruilia  there  are  a  great  number  of  convents 
for  the  religious  of  both  fcxes  •,  but  Peter  thte 
firft,  with  the  utmoft  prudence  and  good  policy, 
ordered,  that  no  perfons  fhould  be  allowed  to 
enter  on  a  monaftic  life  before  fifty  years  of  age : 
however,  fince  his  death,  this  regulation  has  been 
repealed,  it  being  thought  proper  to  fhew  a 
greater  condefcenfion  to  the  monafteries  ;  but 
no  man  is  permitted  to  turn  monk  till  he  is 
thirty,  nor  any  woman  to  commence  nun  till  fhe 
is  fifty  •,  and  even  then  not  without  the  exprefs 
approbation  and  licence  of  the  holy  fynod. 

Before  the  time  of  Peter  the  Great,  learning 
was  but  little  known  in  Ruffia  ;  but  that  illuf- 
trious  monarch  roared  neither  care  nor  expence 
todifpel  the  clouds  of  ignorance  in  which  his  em- 
pire was  enveloped,  and  to  inlpire  hi;  fubjects 
with  a  tafte  for  the  Arts  and  Sciences  :  he  found- 
ed an  academy  of  fciences,  an  univeiiitv,  and  a 
feminary  at  Peterfburgh  ;  befides  other  fchools 
in  the  different  parts  of  his  empire  :  invited 
many  perfons  of  learning  from  England,  Fiance, 
Germany  and  Holland,  to  fettle  at  Peterfburgh : 
collected  a  large  number  of  books  }  and  encou- 
raged his  fubjects  to  travel  into  thofe  countries 


where  the  arts  and  fciences  flourifhed. 
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his  death  thefe  wife  and  laudable  meafures  were 
continued  ;  and  the  emprels  Elizabeth  erected 
an  univerfity,  and  two  leminaries  of  learning  at 
Mofcow. 

In  Rullia  the  mechanic  arts  and  trades  are 
conftantly  improving  5  nor  are  thefe  improve- 
ments folely  owing  to  the  foreigners  who  refide 
there  ;  for  the  natives  fometimes  exceed  their 
mailers. 

In  former  times  they  were  almofl  entirely  em- 
ployed in  agriculture,  feeding  of  cattle,  hunting 
and  fifhing.  It  is  true  that  they  excelled  in 
making  Ruffia  leather,  which  had  been  long 
practifed  by  them  :  but  they  were  entirely  un- 
acquainted with  the  more  ingenious  mechanic 
arts.  Great  numbers  of  excellent  artificers,  in- 
vited by  Peter  the  Great,  fettling  in  his  domi- 
nions, they  did  not  want  the  capacity  of  being 
taught  •,  and  they  have  now  leveral  kinds  of 
flourifhing  manufactures. 

Ruffia  affords  a  variety  of  articles  of  com- 
merce, that  are  of  great  ufe  to  foreigners  ;  and, 
as  the  exports  of  this  country  far  exceed  its  im- 
ports, the  balance  of  trade  is  confiderably  in  its 
Favour.  The  Ruffian  home  commodities  are 
fables  and  black  furs  •,  the  fkins  of  blue  and 
white  foxes,  ermines,  hyenas,  linxes,  fquirrels, 
bears,  panthers,  wolves,  martins,  wild  cats, 
white  hares,  &c  Likewife  Ruffia  leather,  cop- 
per, iron,  ifing-glafs,  tallow,  pitch,  tar,  linfeed 
oil,  train  oil,  rofin,  honey,  wax,  potafh,  hemp, 
flax,  thread,  calimancoes,  Ruffia  linen,  fail-cloth, 
mats,  caftor,  Siberian  mufk,  mamonts  teeth  and 
bones,  as  they  are  called  ;  foap,  feathers,  hogs 
briftles,  timber,  &c.  to  which  may  be  added 
the  Chinefe  goods,  rhubarb,  and  other  drugs, 
with  which  the  reft  of  Europe  is  partly  fupplied 
by  the  Ruffians. 

The  trade  to  China  is  chiefly  carried  on  by 
caravans,  and  partly  by  private  adventurers. 
The  molt  valuable  commodities,  and  thofe  in 
the-greateft  quantity,  carried  by  the  Ruffians  to 
China,  are  furs  •,  in  return  for  which  they  bring 
back  gold,  tea,  fdks,  cotton,  &c. 

The  trade  to  Perfia,  by  the  way  of  Aftracan 
and  the  Cafpian  fea,  is  confiderable  ;  and  the 
returns  are  made  in  raw  filks  and  filk  fluffs. 
The  trade  with  the  Calmucs,  which  is  entirely 
in  private  hands,  confiits  of  all  kinds  of  iron  and 
copper  utenfils  ;  in  return  for  which  they  re- 
ceive cattle,  provifions,  and  fometimes  gold 
and  filver  ;  but  this  trade  is  of  no  great  impor- 
tance. 

The  trade  to  Bochara,  one  of  the  chief  towns 
of  Ufbec  Tartary,  is  either  for  ready  money,  or 
by  bartering  of  goods  for  cured  lamb  fkins,  In- 
dian filks,  and  fometimes  gems  brought  to  the 
yearly  fair  at  Samarkand. 

The  traders  in  the  Ukraine  fell  all  kinds  of 
provifions  to  the  Crim  Tartars  •,  and  alfo  carry 
on  a  trade  with  the  Greek  merchants  at  Conftan- 
nople.  The  inhabitants  of  Kiow  fend  cattle  and 
Ruffia  leather  to  Silefia. 

The  Englifh  enjoyed  confiderable  privileges 
in  trade  fo  early  as  the  reign  of  the  czar  Iwan 
Bafilowitz,  to  whom  captain  chancellor  delivered 
a  letter  from  Edward  the  fixth  in  1553,  and  re- 
ceived a  licence  to  trade,  which  was  renewed  by 
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Peter  the  Great. 

A  treaty  of  commerce  was  concluded  between 
Ruffia  and  England,  in  1742,  by  which  it  was 
ttipulated,  that  the  Englifh  fhould  be  allowed 
the  privilege  of  fending  goods  through  Ruffia 
into  Perfia  :  but  captain  Elton,  an  Englifhman, 
having  entered  into  the  fervice  of  Nadir  Shah, 
and  built  fhips  for  that  monarch  on  the  Cafpian 
fea,  the  Ruffians,  together  with  the  troubles  of 
Perfia,  put  an  end  to  that  trade  :  however,  the 
Englifh  ftill  carry  on  a  confiderable  trade  to  Ru- 
ffia, and  larger  than  that  of  any  other  nation. 
Next  to  the  Englifh,  the  Dutch  carry  on  the 
trade  with  the  Ruffians.  Bills  of  ex- 
change are  drawn  at  Peterfburgh  on  Amfterdam 
only  ;  on  which  account  the  traders  of  any  other 
country  than  Holland,  who  give  comrnifTion  for 
buying  Ruffian  commodities  at  Peterfburgh,  are 
obliged  to  procure  credit,  or  to  have  proper 
funds  at  Amfterdam. 

At  prefent  the  trade  to  Peterfburgh  is  carried 
to  a  great  height :  for  the  number  of  fhips  which 
entered  that  port  in  the  year  1 75 1 ,  from  Eng- 
land, Holland,  France,  Denmark,  and  other  parts, 
amounted  to  two  hundred  and  ninety.  There  is 
indeed  no  nation  in  the  world  more  difpofed  to 
commerce  than  the  Ruffians  are  at  prefent  ;  but 
they  are  fo  full  of  art  and  chicanery,  that  foreign- 
ers ought  to  be  very  cautious  in  their  dealings 
with  them. 

All  the  coins  of  Ruffia,  except  ducats,  have 
inferiptions  in  the  Ruffian  tongue.  The  gold 
coins  are  imperial  ducats ;  and  the  largeft  filver 
coin  is  the  ruble,  the  value  of  which  rifes  and 
falls  according  to  the  courfe  of  exchange.  A 
ruble  in  Ruffia  is  equal  to  an  hundred  copeiks, 
or  four  fhillings  and  fixpence  fterling.  The 
other  filver  coins  are  half  rubles,  which  are  cal- 
led poltinnics,  and  quarter  rubles.  A  graphe, 
or  griwe,  is  of  the  value  often  copeiks  •,  and 
ten  griwes  are  equal  to  a  ruble.  The  copper 
coins  are  a  copeik,  which  is  of  the  value  of  about 
a  halfpenny  ;  a  denga,  or  denufhka,  two  of 
which  make  a  copeik  -,  and  a  polufhka,  which  is 
a  quarter  of  a  copeik.  There  are  no  other  fo- 
reign pieces  current  in  Ruffia,  except  Holland 
rixdollars,   Albert  dollars,   and  ducats. 

The  antient  ibvereigns  of  Ruffia  ftiled  them- 
felves   great  dukes,  and   afterward  czars  •,  but 
Peter  the  Great   affumed  the  title  of  emperor, 
and  that  title   is  now    allowed  by   all  Europe. 
The  titles  of  the  emperor  at  full  length  are, 
"  Emperor  and  fole  fovereign  of  all  the  Ruffias, 
"  fovereign  lord  of  Mofcow,  Kiow,  Wlodimiria, 
"  Novogrod  ;  czar  in  Cafan,  Aftracan,  and  Si- 
"  beria  ;  lord  of  Plefkow  ;  great  duke  of  Smo- 
"  lenfko  •,  duke  of  Efthonia,  Livonia,  and  Care- 
"  Ha  j  of  Tweria,  Ingria,  Pernia,  Wiatkia,  Bul- 
"  garia,  and   lord   of  feveral  other  territories  ; 
"  great  duke  of  Novogrod,  in  the  low  country 
"  of  Tfhernickow,    Refan,    Roftow,   Iaroflaw, 
"  Bielo-fero,  Uldoria,  Obdoria,  Condinia  •,  em- 
"  peror  of  all  the  northern  parts  ■,  lord  -of  the 
"  territory   of  Juweria  ;    of  the   Carthaiinian, 
"  Grewzinian,  and  Georgian  czars  ;  of  the  Ka- 
"  bardinian,  Cii  cafiian,    and    Gorian  princes  ; 
"  and  lord    and   fupream  ruler  of  many  other 
"  countries  and  territories." 

The 
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A     DESCRIPTION    OF    RUSSIA. 


The  arms  of  Ruffia,  fince  the  reign  of  Iwan 
Bafilowitz,  have  been,  or,  an  eagle  difplayed 
fable,  holding  a  golden  fcepter  and  monde  in  his 
talons  :  over  the  eagle's  head  are  three  crowns, 
and  on  its  breaft  it  bears  a  fhield,  with  the  arms 
of  Mofcow  in  the  center,  encompaffed  by  fix  o- 
thers,  which  are  thofe  of  Aftracan,  Siberia, 
Cafan,  Kiow,  and  Wlodimiria. 

The  power  of  the  emperor  of  Ruffia  is  as  ab- 
folute  and  unlimited  as  pcffible.  Peter  the  Great 
publifhed  an  ordinance,  by  which  the  fucceffion 
was  entirely  to  depend  on  the  will  of  the  reigning 
lbvereign  ;  nor  have  they  any  other  written  fun- 
damental law  relating  to  the  fucceffion. 

The  court  of  Ruffia  has  always  been  very  nu- 
merous and  magnificent,  it  being  filled,  parti- 
cularly on  folemn  occafions,  by  the  bojars  or 
privy  counfellors,  and  by  the  nobles  and  gentry, 
who  are  obliged  to  pay  a  conftant  attendance, 
by  titles  of  honour  and  diftin&ion,  without  any 
falary  :  as  the  carvers,  who  are  always  two  of 
the  firft  nobility,  and  whofe  employment  is  ac- 
counted extremely  honourable  ;  the  fewers,  who 
receive  ambaffadors,carry  meffagesof  importance, 
&c  •,  and  the  gentlemen  of  the  bedchamber. 

The  calculations  of  the  revenues  of  the  Ruffian 
empire  are  very  various,  for  while  fome  perfons 
reckon  them  at  fixty  millions  of  rubles  per  an- 
num, other  fay  they  are  twenty,  and  others  no 
more  than  eight  millions  :  but  Voltaire  fays, 
that  in  1725,  they  amounted  to  thirteen  millions 
of  rubles,  reckoning  only  the  taxes  and  duties 
paid  in  money,  exclufive  of  what  was  paid  in 
kind ;  and  he  adds,  that  this  fum  was  then 
fufficient  to  maintain  three  hundred  and  thirty- 
nine  thoufand  five  hundred  foldiers  and  failors  ■, 
and  that  fince  that  time  both  the  revenue  and 
the  troops  have  increafed. 

However,  it  is  very  certain  that  the  imperial 
revenues  bear  no  proportion  to  the  vaft  extent 
of  the  Ruffian  dominions  •,  that  they  do  not  all 
confift  of  ready  money,  the  country  in  many 
places  furnifhing  recruits  for  the  army  inftead  of 
it ;  and  moft  of  the  inhabitants  of  Siberia  pay 
their  tribute  in  furs. 

In  the  year  1746,  a  ftate  of  the  Ruffian  forces 
was  drawn  up  by  Van  Hoven  ;  by  which  it  ap- 
pears that  the  army  then  confifted  of  two  hun- 
dred and  forty-fix  thoufand  four  hundred  and 
ninety-four  regulars,  and  one  hundred  and  twen- 
ty thoufand  irregulars. 

The  fleet  confifted  of  twenty-four  fhips  of  the 
line,  feven  frigates,  three  bomb-ketches,  and 
two  flat  boats,,  befide  the  galley  fleet  at  Peter- 
sburgh,  confifting  of  a  hundred  and  two  gallies. 
The  fleet  has  continued  pretty  nearly  the  fame 
fince  that  time  ;  for  though  fome  new  fhips  have 
been  built,  others  have  become  unfit  for  fer- 
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The  men  of  war  are  laid  up  at  Revel  and 
Cronftadt,  and  the  gallies  at  Petersburgh.  The 
Ruffians  indeed  have  no  very  good  harbour  in 
the  Baltic  •,  the  water  at  Cronftadt,  by  being  too 
frefh,  does  confiderable  damage  to  the  fhips 
that  lie  there  ;  befide,  the  mouth  of  the  harbour 
is  too  narrow,  and  furrounded  with  rocks  and 
dangerous  fands;  and  is  feldom  clear  of  ice  be- 


fore the  end  of  May  :  nor  have  they  now  any 
conftant  fleet  in  the  Cafpian  fea. 

The  government  of  Mofcow  is  the  beft  culti- 
vated and  the  moft  populous  in  the  whole  em- 
pire, and  may  be  called  the  garden  of  Ruffia. 
It  contains  eleven  provinces,  the  principal  places 
in  which  are  the  city  of  Mofcow  and  Yaro- 
flawl. 

Mofcow,  the  antient  capital  of  the  Ruffian 
empire,  and  the  refidence  of  the  czars,  is  fitua- 
ted  in  the  circle  of  its  own  name,  in  S5°  4°  ^a" 
titude,  and  380  eaft  longitude  •,  fourteen- 
hundred  and  fourteen  miles  north-eaft  of  Lon- 
don. It  ftands  in  a  pleafant  plain  on  the  banks 
of  the  river  Mofkwa,  from  which  it  derives  its 
name. 

Mr.  Hanway  fays,  that  river  runs  through  it, 
and,  making  many  windings,  adds  a  very  ftrik- 
ing  beauty  to  the  city  ;  but  in  fummer  it  is  in 
many  places  fhallow  and  unnavigable.  Several 
eminences,  interfperfed  with  groves,  gardens, 
and  lawns,  form  the  moft  delightful  profpefts. 
It  is  built  fomewhat  < foer  the  eaftern  manner,  it 
having  but  few  regular  ftreets,  and  a  great  num- 
ber of  houfes  with  gardens.  The  number  of 
the  churches  in  the  city  is  computed  at  fixteen 
hundred,  among  which  are  eleven  cathedrals, 
and  twohundredand  feventy-oneparifh  churchesi 
the  reft  either  belong  to  convents,  or  may  be 
confidered  as  private  chapels. 

Near  the  churches  are  hung  up  fever-al  large 
bells,  which  are  kept  continually  chiming.  One 
of  thefe  is  of  a  ftupendous  fize,  and  affords  a 
furprizing  proof  of  the  folly  of  thofe  who  caufed 
it  to  be  made  -,  but  the  Ruffians  have  from  time 
immemorial  been  exceedingly  fond  of  large 
bells. 

This  bell,  which  was  caft  in  the  reign  of  the 
emprefs  Anne,  is  four  hundred  forty-three  thou- 
fand feven  hundred  and  feventy-two  pounds 
weight  ;  but  the  beams  on  which  it  hung,  being 
burnt,  it  fell,  and  a  large  piece  is  broken  out 
of  it. 

The  fteeples  of  many  of  the  churches  are  gilt, 
and  the  infides  are  decorated  with  paintings  ;  but 
moft  of  thefe  are  miferable  daubings,  without 
fhade  or  perfpective. 

The  fquares  and  public  buildings  in  Mofcow 
amount  to  forty-three.  The  number  of  well- 
built  houfes  is  greatly  inferior  to  thofe  of  th« 
mean  fort,  though  the  number  of  the  former  is 
daily  increafing  ;  but,  as  only  a  part  of  tha 
ftreets  is  paved,  they  are  exceedingly  dirty. 

The  city  is  divided  into  four  circles  one 
within  another.  The  interior  circle,  called  Kre- 
melin,  which  fignifies  a  fortrefs,  contains  the 
following  remarkable  buildings  :  the  old  impe- 
rial palace,  pleafure-houfe,  and  ftables,  a  vic- 
tualling-houfe,  the  palace  which  formerly  be- 
longed to  the  patriarch,  nine  cathedrals,  five 
convents,  four  parilh  churches,  the  arfenal, 
with  the  public  colleges,  and  other  offices. 

All  the  churches  in  the  Kremelin  have  beau- 
tiful fpires,  moft  of  which  are  gilt,  or  covered 
with  filver  :  the  infides  of  them  are  richly  orna- 
mented, and  the  architecture  is  in  the  Gothic 
tafte. 

There 
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There  is  a  handfome  (lone  bridge  from  the 
Kremelin  into  the  fecond  circle,  which  is  called 
Kitaigorod,  or  the  Chinefe-cown  •,  which  confifts 
of  five  ftreets,  in  which  are  two  cathedrals,  eight- 
teen   parilh    churches,   four   convents,  thirteen 
noblemen's   houfes,    and    nine  public  edifices  : 
thefe  are  the  mint,  which  is   fuperb  ftructure  : 
the  chief  difpenfary,  from  which  place  the  whole 
empire  is  fupplied  with  medicines  :  a  magazine, 
or  warehoufe,  to  which  all  goods  are  brought 
before  they  have  paid  duty  :  the  cuftom-houfe  : 
the  ambalTador's  palace,  which  is  now  converted 
into  a  filk  manufactory  :  a  printing-houfe  :  a 
court  of  judicature  :  the  phyfic  garden,  and  the 
exchange.     The  third  circle  furrounds  the  for- 
mer, and  is  named  Belgorod,  or  the  whiie  Town, 
from  a  white  wall  with  which  it  is  encompafled. 
It  is  alfo  called  the  Czar's  Town. 

It  includes  feventy-fix  parilh  churches,  feven 
abbeys,  eleven  convents,  and  nine  public  edi- 
fices :  thefe  are  two  palaces,  a  cannon  foundery, 
two  markets,  a  brewhoufe,  a  magazine  of  pro- 
vifions,  the  falt-fiih  harbour,  and  the  Bafil  gar- 
den. At  the  timber-market  are  fold  new  wood- 
en houfes,  which  may  be  taken  to  pieces  and  put 
together  again,  at  the  pleafure  of  the  pur- 
chafer. 

The  fourth  circle,  called  Semlanoigorod,  that 
is  a  town  furrounded  with  ramparts  of  earth,  in- 
clofes  the  three  preceding  parts,  and  its  ram- 
parts include  an  area  of  great  extent.  The  en- 
trance was  formerly  by  thirty-four  gates  of  tim- 
ber, and  two  of  ftone  ;  but  at  prefent  only  the 
two  laft  are  Handing.  Over  one  of  thefe  gates 
is  a  mathematical  fchool,  and  an  obfervatory. 

This  circle  contains  a  hundred  and  three  pa- 
rilh churches,  two  convents,  an  imperial  liable, 
an  arfenal  for  artillery,  a  mint,  a  magazine  for 
provifions,  and  a  cloth  manufactory.  Round 
thefe  principal  parts  of  the  city  lie  the  fuburbs, 
which  are  of  great  extent,  and  contain  ten  con- 
vents and  fixty  parilh  churches. 

The  number  of  inhabitants  are  fuppofed  to 
amount  to  about  a  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
fand. 

Since  the  building  of  Peterfburgh,  and  its 
being  made  the  feat  of  the  empire,  Mofcow  has 
declined  greatly. 

It  has  often  fuffered  by  fires,  and  in  1737, 
1748,  and  1752,  a  considerable  part  of  it  was 
reduced  to  alhes,  efpecially  by  the  laft  fire, 
which  confumed  above  half  the  city,  together 
with  the  noble  difpenfary  and  the  czarina's  fta- 
bles.  But  the  houfes  are  always  foon  rebuilt 
after  fuch  a  calamity,  they  being  for  the  mod 
part  formed  of  very  mean  materials. 

Our  readers  will  not  be  difpleafed  with  a  par- 
ticular defcription  of  Petersburgh,  which  is  one 
of  the  capitals  of  the  Ruffian  empire.  The  be- 
ginning and  increafe  of  this  great  city  were  very 
extraordinary,  for,  till  the  year  1703,  the  only 
buildings  on  the  fpot  where  it  Hands  were  two 
fmall  fifhing-huts  :  but  Peter  the  Great  having 
in  that  year  taken  the  town  of  Nyenfhanze,  fitua- 
ted  on  the  Neva,  and  made  himfelf  mailer  of  the 
country,  its  commodious  fituation  for  the  Bal- 
tic trade  induced  him  to  build  a  town  and  for- 
treis  there. 


At  firft  it  was  only  intended  for  a  place  of 
arms,  to  which  all  kinds  of  military  llores 
might  be  conveniently  brought  from  the  interior 
parts  of  the  empire,  by  which  means  the  war 
with  Sweden  might  be  carried  on  with  more  vi- 
gour and  expedition. 

For  this  reafon  the  public  edifices  and  private 
houfes  were  built  only  with  timber,  the  ftreets 
were  not  paved,  and  both  the  dock  and  town 
had  no  other  fortifications  than  a  mean  rampart 
to  each. 

But  Peter's  obtaining  the  victory  of  Pultowa, 
and  making  the  conqueft  of  Livonia,  infpired 
him  with  the  hope  of  being  able  to  preferve  his 
conqueft,  and  to  render  Petersburgh  the  capital 
of  his  empire.  His  averfion  to  Mofcow,  where, 
in  his  younger  years,  he  had  experienced  much 
ill  treatment  ;  his  fondnefs  for  Maritime  affairs, 
and  a  defireof  perpetuatinghis  name, all  confpir- 
ed  to  induce  him  to  lay  the  foundation  of  a  new 
city,  which  might  become  the  capital  of  his  em- 
pire. 

No  fooner  had  Peter  formed  this  great  pro- 
ject," than  he  ordered  the  caftle  to  be  built  of 
ftone,  the  admiralty  to  he  walled  in  with  the 
fame  materials,  and  all  the  buildings  to  be  e- 
rected  in  a  rr.or6  beautiful  and  fubftantial  man- 
ner. 

In  the  year  17 14  he  removed  his  council  to 
Petersburgh,  where  noble  edifices  were  built  in 
a  itreight  line  for  the  public  offices,  which,  in 
'1718,  were  alfo  removed  thither. 

Orders  were  alfo  given  for  the  principal  fami- 
lies in  Ruffia  to  refide  there,  and  build  houfes 
according  to  their  abilities.  But  this  occafioned 
fome  irregularity  in  the  buildings  •,  for  the  no- 
bility and  burghers  had  been  directed  to  build 
their  houfes  on  the  ifland  of  Petersburgh,  and 
many  public  and  private  ftructures  were  accord- 
ingly erected  there  •,  but,  in  1721,  the  emperer 
determined  that  the  whole  town  fhould  ftand  on 
the  ifland  of  Wafili. 

The  ftreets  were  marked  out,  canals  were  dug, 
the  ifland  was  fortified  with  fifty-feven  baftions, 
and  the  nobility  were  to  begin  their  houfes  a 
fecond  time  :  but  the  death  of  the  emperor  put 
a  Hop  to  the  execution  of  his  plan  ;  and  the  ftone 
buildings  that  had  been  erected  went  to  ruin. 

The  Ruffian  nobility  were  naturally  averfe  to 
fettle  in  Petersburgh,  as  they  could  neither  live 
there  lb  cheap,  nor  lb  commodioufly  as  at  Mof- 
cow. The  country  about  Petersburgh  is  not 
very  fertile,  fo  that  provifions  are  brought  thi- 
ther from  a  great  diftance,  and  mull  be  paid 
for  in  ready  money ;  which  was  no  fmall  griev- 
ance to  the  nobility,  who  chiefly  fubfifted  on 
the  produce  of  their  eilates,  but  feldom  abound- 
ed in  calh. 

Befide,  Mofcow  feemed  much  fitter  for  being 
the  imperial  fear,  as  it  is  in  the  center  of  the  em- 
pire, from  whence  juftice  might  be  more  eafily 
adminiftered,  and  the  national  revenue  be  re- 
ceived and  disburfed  with  more  convenience  and 
difpatch :  and,  Petersburgh  feemed  to  them 
to  lie  too  near  the  frontiers  of  Sweden. 

However,  this  city  in  the  time  of  Peter  I.  be- 
came large  and  fplendid,  and  under  his  fuccef- 
fors  received  additional  improvements,  fo  that  it 
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is  now  ranked  among  the  largeft  and  moft  ele- 
gant cities  in  Europe. 

Petersburgh  is  partly  feated  on  the  continent 
of  Ingria  and  Finland,  among  thick  woods,  and 
partly  on  feveral  fmall  iflands  formed  by  the 
branches  of  the  Neva,  in  590  57  north  latitude, 
and  31°  eaft  longitude  from  London.  The  low 
and  marihy  foil  on  which  it  (lands  has  been  ron- 
fiderably  raifed  with  trunks  of  trees,  earth, 'and 
ftone.  However,  its  fituation  is  pleafant,  and 
the  air  falubrious.  The  city  is  about  fix  Eng- 
lilh  miles  in  length,,  and  as  many  in  breath. 

The  river  Neva,  fituated  near  Petersburgh,  is 
about  eighthundred  paces  broad ;  butnot  having 
in  all  places  a  proportionable  depth  of  water, 
large  merchant-lhips  are  cleared  at  Cronftadt, 
and  the  men  of  war  built  at  Petersburgh  are  alfo 
conveyed  thither  by  means  of  certain  machines 
called  camels. 

The  city  ranges  on  both  fides  the  Neva,  ex- 
tending from  ealt  to  weft  near  two  Englifh  miles. 
At  the  upper  end  of  the  north  fide  is  the  cita- 
del, which  contains  a  ftately  church,  in  which 
are  depofited  the  remains  of  its  founder,  Peter 
the  Great,  and  his  emprefs  Catherine  •,  and  it  is 
likewife  a  priibn  for  ftate  criminals. 

There  are  neither  walls  nor  gates  to  the  city  ; 
but  it  would  be  difficult  for  an  army  to  approach 
it,  on  account  of  the  marfhy  land  near  it  to  the 
north  and  fouth,  and  the  gulph  of  Finland  to 
the  eaft. 

As  Peter  the  Great  built  this  city  after  the 
model  of  Amfterdam,  it  is  divided  by  canals  ; 
but  from  fome  errors  in  the  plan,  and  from  the 
reluctance  with  which  his  fubjects  undertook  the 
work,  a  part  of  it  ftill  remains  unexecuted  :  but 
there  are  feveral  very  noble  edifices,  and  fome 
regular,  broad,  and  well-built  ftreets. 

The  emprefs's  fondnefs  for  building  has  con- 
tributed to  the  beauty  of  the  city  •,  for  befide 
the  two  royal  palaces  already  mentioned,  fhe  has 
built  a  noble  one  laid  to  be  intended  for  the 
Great  Duke.  Thefe  edifices  are  chiefly  brick 
plaiftered  over,  and  make  an  elegant  appear- 
ance, but  the  materials  are  not  very  durable. 

An  Italian  architect  having  fettled  in  Ruffia, 
the  tafte  of  Italy  is  adopted  in  almoft  all  their 
houfes  ;  and  notwithftanding  the  feverity  of  the 
cold,  they  abound  much  more  in  windows  than 
the  houfes  in  England.. 

The  inhabitants  of  Petersburgh  are  computed 
at  two  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand,  including 
the  garrifon,  which  is  numerous  :  but  in  reck- 
oning the  fubjects  throughout  the  whole  empire, 
it  is  laid  down  as  a  rule  that  the  hundred  and  fe- 
venty-fifth  male  raifes  an  army  of  near  fifty  thou- 
fand men,  and  confequently,  fuppofing  an  equal 
number  of  females,  the  whole  may  be  reckoned 
feventeen  million  five  hundred  thoufand  :  but 
the  tributary  Tartars,  the  Ruffian  Ukraine,  and 
the  conquered  provinces  are  not  included  in  this 
account. 

What  is  truly  deferving  admiration  in  Ruffia, 
are  the  labours  of  the  immortal  Peter,  who  ftill 
lives  not  only  in  every  part  of  the  government, 
but  in  every  work  of  art  and  defign.  We  can 
hardly  fay  too  much  of  this  prince;  his  charac- 


ter is  admired  by  the  world  in  general,  but  par- 
ticularly by  the  part  of  it  that  he  governed,  and 
which  mult  ever  revere  his  memory,  fo  long  as 
they  retain  any  traces  of  his  vaft  genius  and  in- 
defatigable labours.  If,  in  the  revolutions  of 
ages,  they  fhould  again  decline  into  their  ancient 
barbarity  of  manners,  they  never  will  give  a 
ftronger  proof  of  that  barbarity,  than  by  ceafing 
to  venerate  his  name. 

It  has  been  imputed  to  this  prince,  that  he 
was  cruel.  The  exact  rule  of  mercy  and  juftice 
cannot  always  be  obferved  by  every  mortal  man; 
and  lealt  of  all  by  princes,  who  cannot  fearch  to 
the  bottom  of  e\ery  thing. 

A  man  of  his  ftrength  of  refolution,  cannot 
be  fuppofed  to  have  a  heart  of  the  melting  fort : 
and  the  ingratitude  and  infenfibility  of  his  fub- 
jects, their  repugnance  to  accept  the  terms  of 
their  own  felicity  by  the  means  he  fought  it  for 
them,  means  fo  obvioufiy  productive  of  the 
end,  and  yet  fo  obstinately  refilled,  could  not 
but  fire  him  with  fome  refentment,  and  might 
alfo  perfuade  him  they  could  be  ruled  only  by 
a  rod  of  iron.  Thus  he  might  commit  lome 
acts  of  feverity;  but  that  he  put  men  to  death 
with  his  own  hand ,  Mr.  Hanway  is  perfuaded 
is  net  true. 

An  amorous  difpofition,  and  a  cruel  one,  are 
compatible  in  the  fame  perion,  as  experience  of- 
ten evinces  ;  but  cruelty  and  greatnefs  of  mind, 
fuch  as  this  prince  demo  nitrated,  are  not  com- 
patible. His  great  foible  was  the  love  of  wo- 
men ;  he  was  not  however  profufe,  nor  even  ge- 
nerous in  his  amours,  if  we  may  credit  the  re- 
ports of  Mifs  Crofs,  who  was  diftinguiftied  in 
her  way,  by  the  emperoi's  favour  in  England. 

He  was  feen  in  Holland  with  a  girl  in  his 
arms  at  a  common  drinking-hcuk,  of  which 
circumftance  there  is  now  an  excellent  picture 
at  the  palace  at  Peterhoff.  A  gardener  once 
threw  a  hough  Et  him  for  his  amorous  advances- 
to  a  girl  who  was  working  in  a  garden  :  in  a 
word,  he  was  as  little  elegant  as  expenlive  in 
his  amours  ;  and  as  in  things  of  the  utmoft  im- 
portance, fo  in  this,  he  acted  juft  as  his  own 
inclinations  directed,  without  any  regard  to 
common  forms. 

When  he  ordered  public  executions  he  was 
frequently  feen  to  weep. — Mifs  Hambleton, 
a  maid  of  honour  to  the  emprefs  Catherine,  had 
an  amour  which  at  different  times  produced  three 
children  :  fhe  had  always  pleaded  licknefs  ;  but 
Peter  fufpecting  the  cafe,  ordered  his  phyfician 
to  attend  her;  who  foon  difcovered  the  real  ftate 
of  the  cafe.  It  was  likewife  difcovered  that  a 
fenfe  of  ihame  had  sot  the  better  of  her  huma- 
nity,  fo  that  the  children  had  been  put  to  death 
as  loon  as  they  were  born. 

The  emperor  enquired  if  the  father  of  them 
was  privy  to  the  murder ;  but  the  unhappy 
mother  infilled  that  he  was  innocent,  fhe  having 
always  deceived  him,  by  pretending  they  were 
lent  to  nurfe. 

Juftice  now  called  on  the  emperor  to  punifli 
the  offence  :  the  lady  was  greatly  beloved  by 
the  emprefs,  who  pleaded  for  her  ;  but  though 
the  amour  might  have  been  pardonable,    the 
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murders  could  not  be  fo  :  Peter  fent  her  to  the 
caftle,  and  vifited  her  in  peribn  :  the  fact  being 
conrelfcd  he  pronounced  her  fcntence  with  tears, 
telling  her  that  his  duty  as  a  prince,  and  God's 
vicegerent,  called  on  him  for  that  juftice  which 
was  due  to  her  crime  ;  and  therefore  lhe  muft 
prepare  for  death. 

He  likewife  attended  her  on  the  fcaffold, 
where  he  embraced  her  with  tendernefs  mixed 
with  lbrrow  :  and  fome  have  afferted,  that  when 
her  head  was  ftruck  off,  he  took  it  up  by  the 
ear  whilft  the  lips  were  yet  trembling,  and  kifled 
them  :  extraordinary  as  this  circumftance  may 
feem,  it  may  very  well  be  cre.iited  of  ib  extra- 
ordinary a  man  as  Peter  the  Great. 

How  generous  was  his  conduct  to  the  Swe- 
difh  prifoners  after  thet  battle  of  Poltowa  !  He 
ftruck  one  of  his  own  office  -s  for  fpeaking  difre- 
fpectfully  of  the  king  of  Sweden,  and  faid  to 
him,  "  Am  I  not  a  king,  and  might  not  my 
*'  fortune  have  be^n  the  lame  as  that  prince's  ?" 
But  what  a  prolufion  of  found  politics  was  dif- 
played  in  his  taking  his  lword  from  his  own  fide, 
and  prefenting  it  as  a  token  of  his  favour  to  the 
Swedifh  general  Renchild,  upon  the  occafion  of 
that  general's  faying,  "  Though  the  king  my 
"  mafter  acted  contrary  to  my  opinion,  yet  I 
"  thought  myfelf  bound,  as  a  faithful  fubject, 
"  to  obey  his  commands  !" 

.As  it  is  the  ciiftom  with  us  to  interrupt  con- 
vention by  drinking  healths  at  table,  in  Ruffia 
they  add  alfo  another  impertinence,  by  their  fer- 
vants  offeringwine  whether  you  afk  for  ifornot. 
Peter  was  in  warm  dilpute  with  admiral  A- 
praxin,  when  the  vice-admiral  Senavin  prefent- 
ed  him  with  a  falver  of  wine  :  the  emperor  im 
patiently  threw  back  his  arm,  which  neceffarily 
overfet  the  falver,  and  ftruck  the  admiral  :  he 
then  puriued  his  difcourfe  as  if  nothing  had  hap- 
pened ;  but  afterward  recollecting  himfelf,  he 
afked  the  admiral  Apraxin  if  he  had  not  flruck 
ibmebody  ?  "  Yes,  fays  he,  your  majefty  has  ftruck 
"  the  vice-admiral  Senavin  •,  it  is  true,  he  wts 
"  in  the  wrong  for  interrupting  your  majefty,  but 
"  he  is  a  very  honeft  man  and  a  brave  officer." 
Peter  then  reproached  himfelf  for  ftriking  an 
officer  of  that  rank,  fent  for  him  immediately, 
begged  his  pardon,  embraced  him,  and  the  next 
day  fent  him  a  prefent. 

It  is  not  at  all  aftonifhing  that  this  prince, 
while  he  was  only  a  pupil  in  the  fchool  of  great- 
nefs,  condefcended  to  menial  offices  or  low  me- 
chanic employments,  when  only  perfonal  labour 
and  perfonal  knowledge  could  anfwer  the  end 
he  had  in  view.  In  the  height  of  his  glory,  and 
after  the  completion  of  his  conqueft,  he  had  fo 
entire  a  contempt  of  thofe  external  circumftances 
which  fometimes  conftitute  the  whole  of  a  king, 
except  the  power  annexed  to  royalty,  that  he 
feemed  ambitious  only  of  a  fovereignty  in  the 
foul,  and  to  act  rather  than  appear  the  king  ! 

He  had  the  utmoft  averfion  to  rich  cloaths, 
and  liked  nodrefs  fo  well  as  his  regimentals  :  he 
never  wore  but  one  fuit  of  embroidery,  and 
that  only  for  a  fingle  day. 

It  was  his  common  cuftom  in  the  fummer 
time  to  drive  about  the  ftreets  of  Peterfburgh  in 
a  chair  with  one  horfe,  attended  only  by  a  fin- 
gle foldier  on  horfcback. 
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He  has  been  often  feen  in  winter  in  a  com- 
mon hackney  fledge  -,  and  it  has  fometimes  hap- 
pened that  he  had  not  the  value  of  three  pence 
to  pay  the  fare  •,  on  which  occafions  he  has  not 
fcrupled  to  afk  the  loan  of  the  mohey  of  any 
perlon  whom  he  knew  and  accidentally  met  : 
yet  notwithftanding  thefe  feeming  improprieties, 
the  fuperiority  of  his  genius  fupported  the  dig- 
nity of  a  great  monarch. 

In  the  winter  feafon  he  was  ufually  at  his  tri- 
bunals and  public  offices  by  five  in  the  morning} 
and  thus  his  perfonal  attendance  and  knowledge 
of  bufinefs,  taught  his  fubjects  their  refpective 
duties,  confined  them  to  thofe  duties,  and  ad- 
vanced the  welfare  of  the  ftate. 

Peter  the  Great  was  not  fatisfied  without  exa- 
mining to  the  bottom  of  things,  and  therefore^ 
inftead  of  making  his  people  wait  on  him,  lie 
wa'ched  them  ;  fo  that  he  was  but  feldom  to 
be  found  in  the  palace. 

The  care  of  providing  public  feafts  for  the 
foreign  minifters  was  committed  to  prince  Men- 
zikoff,  fo  that  the  emperor  loft  no  time  in  idle 
ceremonies  ;  and  with  regard  to  his  own  diet, 
it  was  rather  coarfe  than  elegant. 

The  reader  will  not  wonder  that  fuch  a  prince 
as  this  fhouki  converfe  with  all  forts  of  people  of 
whom  he  could  acquire  any  ufeful  knowiegde  ; 
among  whom  fome  of  the  Englifh,  and  other 
foreign  merchants  were  his  frequent  companions. 
He  ufed  to  eat  and  drink  with  them,  and  was 
often  godfather  to  their  children  ;  if  his  godchild 
died,  he  has  even  more  than  once  attended  their 
funerals.  He  was  very  inquifitive  about  trade, 
yet  he  confeffed  it  was  what  he  leaft  underftood  : 
but  his  eftablifhment  of  the  commerce  in  St.  Pe- 
terfburgh, and  bringing  the  greateft  part  of  it  from 
Archangel  ;  the  premiums  he  offered  to  thofe 
who  fhouki  find  out  new  branches  of  trade  ;  his 
fetting  up  and  encouraging  new  manufactories 
of  linen  and  hemp  in  his  own  country  ;  the 
great  countenance  he  gave  to  foreign  merchants, 
and  many  other  fuch  like  circumftances,  are 
certain  indications  that  he  underftood,  in  many 
inftances,  the  means  of  advancing  commerce  as 
well  as  the  great  end  of  it. 

This  prince  made  even  his  pleafures  and  amufe-' 
ments  fubfervient  to  the  important  ends  of  his 
government.  He  had  more  than  once  received 
very  melancholy  proofs  of  the  impatience  of  his 
fubje&s  under  the  reformation  which  he  had 
planned,  and  was  now  accomplifhing  :  this  ren- 
dered him  extreamly  fufpicious  of  them.  As 
mens  hearts  are  generally  moil  open  in  their 
cups,  he  often  drank  with  them  liberally,  fome- 
times at  court,  and  oftener  at  their  own  houkjs. 
His  manners  feemed  to  be  rude,  in  requiring 
even  the  ladies,  upon  certain  occafions,  to  iwal- 
low  goblets  of  wine,  or  other  ftrong  liquors  ; 
but  in  this  he  had  his  views  :  drinking  is  ftill 
the  vice  of  Ruflia,but  in  this  they  conduct  them- 
felves  with  more  decorum  than  they  did  formerly. 
He  had  frequent  convulfive  diitortions  of  his 
head  and  countenance,  contracted  by  a  fright  in 
his  youth,  upon  an  occaiion  when  his  life  was  in 
danger  ;  but  in  fuch  cafes  it  was  always  the  rule 
of  the  company  he  was  in,  to  look  down,  or  a 
different  way,  and  purfue  their  difcourfe  without 
feeming  to  regard  him. 

He 
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He  would  never  lie  alone,  left  any  attempts 
might  be  made  on  his  life :  when  he  was  not 
with  the  emprefs  or  other  companion,  he  or- 
dered one  of  his  chamberlains  to  (leep  with  him  : 
which  was  an  uncomfortable  fituation  to  them, 
as  he  was  very  angry  if  they  awaked  him  •,  tho' 
he  ufed  to  graip  them  very  hard  in  his  fleep. 

His  chara&er,  as  a  matter  of  exquiiite  art,  and 
acute  judgment,  will  appear  from  his  being  able 
to  infpire  his  people  with  a  contempt  of  that 
fordid  ignorance  whicli  had  for  fo  many  ages 
reigned  through  the  country,  and  which  he 
made  it  his  particular  care  to  banifh. 

He  could  not  bring  this  about  more  effectual- 
ly than  by  ridiculing  the  fuperftitious  reverence 
they  entertained  for  the  cuftoms  of  their  ancef- 
tors  :  with  this  view  he  ordered  a  number  of 
dreffes  of  the  feveral  officers  of  the  crown  and 
court,  as  worn  in  paft  ages  •,  and  in  thefe  him- 
ferf  and  his  whole  court  appeared  in  mafque- 
rade  •,  by  which  means  the  people  were  perfuad- 
ed,  that  they  were  at  leaft  as  wife  as  their  fore- 
fathers. 

To  the  above-recited  particulars,  moft  of 
which  are  extracted  from  the  writings  of  Mr. 
•Hanway,  it  may  be  proper  to  add  the  following 
remarks,  which  were  made  by  Mr.  Bell,  who 
accompanied  the  czar  in  an  expedition  to  Der- 
btnt  in  Perfia. 

"  Several  foreign  writers  have  mifreprefented 
"  and  traduced  the  real  character  of  Peter  the 
"  Great,  by  relating  mean  ftories,  picked  up  at 
"  ale-houfes,  and  circulated  among  the  lowed 
"  clafs  of  people,  moft  of  them  without  the  leaft 
"  ground  of  truth  •,  whereby  many  people  of 
"  good  underftanding  have  been  milled,  and, 
"  even  to  this  preient  time,  look  on  him  to 
"  have  been  a  vicious  man,  and  a  cruel  tyrant; 
"  than  which  nothing  can  be  more  the  reverfe 
"  of  his  true  character. 

"  Though  he  might  have  had  fome  failings, 
**  yet  it  is  well  known,  to  many  living  at  the 
"  time  of  the  writing  this,  which  is  above  thir- 
"  ty-ieven  years  after  his  demile,  that  his  pru- 
"  dence,  juftice,  and  humanity  very  much  over- 
.  ■"  balanced  his  failings  •,  which  principally,  if 
"  not  folely,  arofe  from  his  inclination  to  the 
"  fair  fex. 

"  I  mall  here,  (fays  Mr.  Bell,)  take  the  li- 
"  berty  to  iniert  a  paiTage  or  two,  which,  tho' 
"  trifling,  yet  as  fo  great  a  perfonage  is  the 
"  fubject,  will  not  be  altogether  unacceptable 
"  or  unentertaining  to  the  reader,  as  they  are 
"  inftances  of  his  afliduity. 

"  About  the  middle  of  October  17 14,  I 
"  arrived  at  Cronftadt  in  an  Englifh  fhip.  The 
"  czar  having  notice  of  the  fhip's  arrival,  came 
"  on  board  the  next  morning,  from  St.  Peters- 
*'  burg  ;  being  attended  only  by  Dr.  Arefkine, 
"■  who  was  his  chief  phyfician  at  that  time,  and, 
"  on  that  occafion,  ferved  him  as  interpreter. 

"  After  his  majefty  had  enquired  news  about 
"  the  Swedifti  fleet,  &c.  he  ate  a  piece  of  bread 
"  and  cheefe  and  drank  a  glafs  of  ale,  then  went 
"  on  (hore  to  viiit  the  works  carrying  on  at 
"  Cronftadt  •,  and  returned  the  fame  evening  in 
"  his  boat  to  St.  Petersburg,  diftance  about 
"  twe-nty  Englifli  miles. 
"  The  firtt  winter  after  my  arrival  at  St.  Pe- 


"  terfburg,  I  lodged  at  Mr.  Noy's,  an  Englifh 
"  {hip-builder  in  the  czar's  fervice.  One  morn- 
"  ing,  before  day-light,  my  fervant  came  and 
"  told  me  that  the  czar  was  at  the  door.  I  got 
"  up,  and  law  him  walking  up  and  down  the 
"  yard,  the  weather  being  feverely  cold  and 
"  frofty,  without  any  one  to  attend  him.  Mr. 
"  Noy  foon  came,  and  took  him  into  the  par- 
"  lour,  where  his  majefty  gave  him  fome  parti- 
"  culardirections about  a  ihipthen  on  the  ftocks; 
"  which  having  done,  he  left  him. 

"  His  majefty's  perfon  was  graceful,  tall,  and 
"  well-made,  clean  and  very  plain  in  his  appa- 
"  rel.  He  generally  wore  an  Englifli  drab-co- 
"  lour  frock,  never  appearing  in  a  drefs-fuit  of 
"■  cloaths,  unlefs  on  greit  feftivals,  and  remark- 
"  able  holidays  ;  on  which  occaflons  he  was 
"  fometimes  drelTed  in  laced  cloaths,  of  which 
"  fort  he  was  not  owner  of  above  three  or  four 
"  fuits.  When  he  was  dreffed,  he  wore  the 
"  order  of  St.  Andrew ;  at  other  times,  he  had 
"  no  badge  or  mark  of  any  order  on  his  per- 

"  fon; 

"  His  equipage  was  Ample,  without  atten- 
"  dants.  In  iummer,  a  four-oared  wherry  was 
"  always  attending,  to  carry  him  over  the  river, 
"  if  he  fliould  want  to  crofs  it,  which  he  fre- 
"  quently  did. 

"  When  he  went  about  the  town,  by  land, 
"  he  always  made  ufe  of  an  open  two  wheeled 
"  chaile,  attended  by  two  foldiers,  or  grooms^ 
"  who  rode  before,  and  a  page,  who  fometimes 
"  flood  behind  the  chaife,  and  often  fat  in  it 
"  with  his  majefty,  and  drove  him.  In  winter, 
"  he  made  ufe  of  a  fledge,  drawn  by  one  horfe, 
"  with  the  fame  attendants. 

"  He  found  thefe  to  be  the  moft  expeditious 
"  ways  of  conveyance,  and  ufed  no  other.  He 
"  was  abroad  every  day  in  the  year,  unk-fs  con- 
"  fined  at  home  by  illnefs,  which  rarely  happen- 
"  ed  -,  fo  that  feldom  a  day  pafled  but  he  was 
"  feen  in  almoft  every  part  of  the  city. 

"  I  have  more  than  once  feen  him  ftop,  in  the 
"  ftreets,  to  receive  petitions  from  perfons  who 
"  thought  themfelves  wronged  by  fentences  paf- 
"  fed  in  courts  of  judicature.  On  taking  the 
"  petition,  the  perfon  was  told  to  come  next 
"  day  to  the  fenate,  where  the  affair  was  imme- 
"  diately  examined,  and  determined,  if  the  na- 
"  ture  of  it  would  admit  its  being  done  in  fo 
"  Ihort  a  time. 

"  It  will  naturally  follow,  that  fuch  free  ac- 
"  cefs  to  his  perfon  was  not  only  productive  of 
"  great  relief  to  many  poor  widows  and  orphans, 
"  but  alio  a  ftrong  check  upon  judges;  and 
"  tended  very  much  to  prevent  any  fort  of  in- 
"  fluence  prevailing  on  them  to  pronounce  un- 
"  juft  fentences,  for  which  they  were  fo  likely 
"  to  be  called  to  account. 

"  His  majefty  might  truly  be  called  a  man  of 
"  bufinefs  ;  for  he  could  difpatch  more  affairs 
"  in  a  morning  than  an  houfeful  of  fenators 
"  could  do  in  a  month. 

"  He  rofe  almoft  every  morning  in  the  win- 
"  ter-time,  before  four  o'clock,  was  often  in 
"  his  cabinet  by  three  o'olock,  where  two  pri- 
"  vate  fecretaries,  and  certain  clerks,  paid  con- 
"  ftant  attendance.  He  often  wenffo  early  to 
"  the  fenateT  as  so  occafion  the  fenators  being 

"  raifed 
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railed  out  of  their  beds  to  attend  him  there. 
"  When  affembled,  after  hearing  cau'fes  be- 
tween fubject  and  fubject,  or  public  affairs, 
regarding  the  interior  of  the  empire,  read  by 
die  fecretary,  and  the  opinion  of  the  fenate 
recited  thereupon,  lie  would  write  upon  the 
procefs,  or  upon  the  affair  under  deliberation, 
with  his  own  hand,  in  a  very  laconic  ftile, 
Let  it  be  according  to  the  decree  of  the  fe- 
nate :"  and  fometimes  would  add  fome  par- 
ticular alterations,  fuch  as  he  thought  fit  to 
mention,  and  wrote  PETER  under  it. 
"  His  rnajefty  knew  fo  little  of  relaxation  of 
mind  when  awake,  that  he  never  allowed  his 
time  of  reft  to  be  broke  in  upon,  unlefs  in 
cafe  of  fire.  When  any  accident  of  that  kind 
happened,  in  any  part  of  the  town,  there  was 
a  ftanding  order  to  awake  him  on  its  firft  ap- 
pearance ;  and  his  maiefty  was  frequently  the 
firft  at  the  fire,  where  he  always  remained, 
giving  the  neceffary  orders,  till  all  further 
danger  was  over. 

"  This  example  of  paternal  regard  of  the  czar 
for  his  fubjects  was,  of  courfe,  followed  by  all 
the  great  officers,  and  thofe  of  the  firft  quali- 
ty •,  which  was  frequently  the  means  of  fav- 
ing  many  thoufands  of  his  fubj efts  from  utter 
ruin,  whofe  houfes  and  goods,  without  fuch 
lingular  affiilance,  muft  have  fhared  the  fate 
of  their  ruined  neighbours. 
"  In  acts  of  religion  he  appeared  devout, 
but  not  fuperftitious.  I  have  feen  him  at  his 
public  devotions  in  church  many  times.  I 
have  been  prefent,  when  his  majetty,  not 
liking  the  clerk's  manner  of  reading  the 
pfalms,  hath  taken  the  book  from  the  clerk, 
and  hath  read  them  himfelf ;  which  he  did 
very  diftinctly,  and  with  proper  emphafis. 
"  His  majelty  was  allowed,  by  the  belt  judges 
of  theSclavonian  and  Ruffian  languages,  to  be 
as  great  a  mafter  of  them  as  any  the  moft  learn- 
ed of  his  fubjects,  whether  churchmen  or 
laics. 

"  He  wrote  a  very  good  hand,  very  expedi- 
tioufly,  yet    the  characters  diftinct  enough  ; 
of  this  I  my felf  am  fome  judge,  having  feen 
many  of  his  letters,  all  wrote  with  his   own 
hand,  to  Mr.  Henry  Stiles,  and  others. 
"  As  to  his  ftile,  fome  of  his  fecretaries,  and 
other   competent   judges   of    the    language, 
affirmed,  that  they  had  never  known  any  man 
who  wrote  more  correctly  than,  or  could  coro- 
prife  the  fenfe  and  meaning  of  what  he  wrote 
in  fo  few  words,  as  his  rnajefty. 
"  The  following  I   had  from  a  certain  Rufs 
gentleman,  of  very   good   family,  and  who 
was  a  general  officer  of  unexceptionable  cha- 
racter in  the  army,  who  had  attended  his  rna- 
jefty from  his  very  youth,  in  all  his  expedi- 
tions,    This  officer  being  an  old  friend  of 
mine,  I  went  to  pay  him  a  vifit  one  evening, 
long  after  the  death  of  Peter  the  Great  $  when 
he  told  me,  that  fuch  and  fuch  offices,  nam- 
ing them,  had  dined  with  him  that  day,  and 
;  that  the  principal  fubject  of  their  converfati- 
;  on  turned  on   the  actions  of  their  old  father 
;  (as  he  termed  him,  by  way  of  eminence) Peter 
1  the  Great.     He  told  me  further,  that  though 


"  his  rnajefty  feemed  to  be  fevere  on  certain 
"  occafions,  yet  not  one  of  them  all  could  pro- 
"  duce  or  recollect  one  fino-le  inftance  of  his 
"  having  punifhed  an  honeft  man  ;  or,  that  he 
"  had  caufed  any  perfoh  to  iufter  any  punifh- 
"  ment  who  had  not  well  deferred  it. 

"  He  hath  been  reprefented  as  making  too 
"  frequent  ufe  of  fpirituous  liquors  to  excels, 
"  which  is  an  unmerited  afperfion ;  for  he  had  an 
"  averfion  to  all  fots,  and  to  thofe  too  much 
"  given  to  drink.  It  is  true,  he  had  his  times 
"  of  diverfion,  when  he  would  be  merry  him- 
"  felf,  and  liked  to  fee  others-  fo  ;  this  may 
"  have  been  neceffary,  and  proper  for  the  un- 
"  bending  his  mind  from  affairs  of  great 
"  weight  ;  but  fuch  amufements  occurred 
"  generally  during  holidays,  and  feftival  times, 
"  and  was,  with  him,  at  no  time  of  long  con- 
"  tinuance. 

"  It  hath  been  imputed  to  him,  and  not 
"  without  fome  appearance  of  reafon,  that  he 
"  had  political  views  in  encouraging  drinking 
"  at  thele  times  of  merriment;  for,  on  thefe' 
"  occafions,  he  mixed  with  the  company,  and, 
"  converting  with  them  on  the  footing  of  a  com- 
"  panion,  had  better  opportunities,  at  fuch 
"  times,  of  difcovering  the  real  fentiments  of 
"  thofe  about  him,  than  when  they  were  quite 
"  cool. 

"  Thofe,  who  by  their  offices  about  the 
"  perfon  of  Peter  the  Great,  might  be  fUp« 
"  pofed  to  be  the  beft  acquainted  with  his  dif- 
"  pofition,  always  difavowed  his  drinking  to 
'•  excels  ;  and  infilled  on  his  being  a  fober 
"  prince. 

"  During  the  campaign  of  the  expedition  to 
"  Derbent  in  Perfia,  he  was  not  guilty  of  the 
"  leaft  excefs,  but  rather  lived  abftemioufly. 
"  In  this  point  I  could  not  be  miftaken, 
"  as  the  tent  of  Dr.  Blumentroft,  his  ma- 
"  jelly's  chief  phyfician,  with  whom  I  lodged, 
"  was  always  the  neareft  tent  to  that  of  his 
"  rnajefty. 

"  One  inftance  occurs  in  proof  of  the  tern- 
"  perance  of  this  great  man,  viz.  in  our  third 
"  day's  march,  on  our  return  from  Derbent, 
"  when  v.e  were  kept  in  continual  alarm  by 
"  confiderable  bodies  of  mountaineers,  both 
"  horfe  and  foot,  whom  we  faw  hoverins  on 
"  the  tops  of  the  adjacent  hills ;  though  they 
"  dared  not  to  come  down  to  the  plain,  to  at- 
"  tack  any  part  of  our  army,  yet  it  was  ne- 
"  cefiary  to  be  watchful  of  them  ;  which,  in 
"  fome  meafure,  impeded  our  march. 

"  The  evening  of  that  day,  we  had  a  hol- 
"  low  way  to  pais,  which  took  up  much  time, 
"  and  obliged  the  greateft  part  of  the  army  to 
"  remain  there  all  night  •,  fo  that  none  reached 
"  the  camp,  except  the.  guards,  and  fome  light 
"  horfe  who  attended  their  majefties.  On  my 
"  arrival  there,  about  midnight,  I  found  only 
"  his  majefty's  tent  fet  up,  and  another  fmjili 
"  one  for  Mn  Felton,  the  czar's  principal  cook, 
"  and  mafter  of  his  kitchen. 

"  I  went  info  Fekon's  tent,  and  found  him 
"  all  alone,  with  a  large  fauce-pan  of  warm 
"  grout  before  him,  made  of  buck  wheat  with 
"  butter  ;    which,    he   told  me,    was  the   re- 

"  mains 
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"  mains  of  their  majefties  fupper,  who  ate  of 
"  nothing  elfe  that  evening;  and  who  were  juft 
"  gone  to  bed. 

"  During  the  whole  march,  his  majefty, 
"  for  the  moft  part,  rode  an  Englifh  pad,  about 
"  fourteen  hands  high,  for  which  he  had  a  parti- 
"  cular  liking,  as  it  was  very  tradable  and  eafy 
"  to  mount.  His  picture  is  drawn  by  Caravac 
"  on  this  horfe.  He  did  not  wear  boots,  as  he 
"  very  often  walked  on  foot.  In  the  heat  of 
"  the  day,  when  the  arrr.y  halted,  he  ufed  to 
,c  go  into  the  emprels's  coach,  and  fleep  for 
"  half  an  hour. 

"  His  drefs,  during  the  march,  was  a  white 
"  night-cap,  with  a  plain  flapped  hat  over  it, 
"   and  a  fhort  dimitty  waiftcoat. 

"  When  at  any  time  he  received  meffengers, 
"  from  the  chieftains  of  the  mountaineers,  he 
"  put  on  his  regimentals,  as  an  officer  of  the 
"  guards,  beina;  lieutenant  colonel  of  the  Preo- 
'•  brafhenfky  regiment. 

"  During  the  whole  courfe  of  his  life,  his 
"  majefty  avoided  all  forts  of  ceremony,  except 
"  on  public  occafions.  His  manner  of  living, 
"  in  his  houfe,  was  more  like  that  of  a  private 
"  gentleman  than  of  fo  great  a  monarch.  I  was 
"  once  at  court  on  a  holiday,  when  the  empe- 
"  ror  came  home  from  church  to  dinner,  with  a 
"  large  attendance  of  his  minifters,  general-  offi- 
ft  cers,  and  other  great  men. 

"  His  table  was  laid  with  about  fifteen  co- 
"  vers.  As  foon  as  dinner  was  ferved  up*  he 
"  and  the  emprefs  tcok  their  places  :  and  his 
"  majefty  addreffing  himfelf  to  the  company, 
"  faid,  "  Gentlemen,  pleafe  to  take  your  places 
"  as  far  as  the  table  will  hold,  the  reft  will  go 
"  home  and  dine  with  their  wives." 

"  On  fuch  occafions,.  the  princeffes,  his  chil- 
"  dren,  dined  in  another  room,,  to  whom  he 
"  lent  fuch  dimes,  from  his  own  table,  as  he 
"  thought  proper,  for  their  dinner. 

"  1  his  great  monarch  took  all  the  pains,  and 
"  ufed  all  the  means  poflible,  in  order  to  be  in- 
"  timately  acquainted  with  every  thing  proper 
"  for  a  man,  who  ruled  a  mighty  empire,  to 
"  know.  He  entered  into  the  detail  of  every 
"  branch  of  the  arts  ufeful  to  mankind ;  into 
"  that  of  all  the  manufactures  which  regarded 
"  the  conftruclion  of  fhips,  and  fitting  them 
"  for  the  fea  ;  into  that  of  the  making  of  arms, 
"  artillery,  &c. 

"  If  he  had  a  ruling  paffion  for  any  part  of 
"  thefe  acquirements,  it  muft  have  been  for 
"  flup-building  ;  into  which  he  entered  himfelf 
"  very  early,  in  the  quality  of  a  common  work- 
"  man,  with  his  hatchet,  and  proceeded  regu- 
*•  larly  through  all  the  degrees,  to  the  rank  of 
"  mafter-builder,  which  he  attained  but  a  few 
"  years  before  his  death. 

"  After  he  got  that  length  in  the  art,  he  made 


"  the  draughts,  formed  the  mouldings,  and  dl- 
"  reeled  the  building  of  feveral  men  of  war,  of 
"  the  fecond  and  third  rates,  himfelf ;  and  he 
"  duly  demanded  and  received  his  falary  as  a 
"  mafter-builder.  The  day  of  launching  the 
"  fhips,  which  he  himfelf  built,  he  celebrated 
"  as  a  holiday,  and  put  on  laced  clothes  ;  but 
"  before  he  went  to  work,  to  ftrike  away  ftan- 
"  chions,  blocks,  &c.  he  always  put  off  his 
"  fine  coat. 

"  He  was'  very  frugal  in  what  regarded  his 
"  perfonal  expences,  and  thofe  of  his  houf- 
"  hold. 

"  Notwithftanding  his  frugality  in  what  re- 
"  lated  to  himfelf,  he  fpared  no  coft,  in  what- 
"  ever  concerned  the  public,  in  the  ftruclure  of 
"  his  men  of  war,  in  the  artillery,  fortifications, 
"  arfenals,  canals,  &c.  all  which  bore  marks  of 
"  very  great  magnificence.  Nor  was  he  fpar- 
"  ing  inhis  buildings,  and  the  decorations  of  his 
"  gardens  with  ftatues,  grottos,  fountains,  &c. 
"  of  which  the  buildings  of  the  fummei*  palace,. 
"  and  the  gardens  at  St.  Peeerfburg,  atPeterhoff, 
"  Strealna,  Czarfky  Sealo,  and  many  others,. 
"  are  fufficient  proofs. 

"  I  fhall  not  detain  die  reader  longer,  on  the 
"  fubjecl  of  this  very  great  man's  character,  or 
"  way  of  living,  than  to  acquaint  him,  that, 
"  as  his  majefty  was  very  early  up  in  the  morn- 
"  ing,  he  went  abroad  generally  without  break- 
"  faft  •,  came  home  to  dinner  about  eleven 
"  o'clock  ;  after  dinner  went  to  fleep  for  about 
"  an  hour ;  after  which,  if  bufinefs  did  not  in- 
"  tervene,  he  fometimes  diverted  himfelf  at  his- 
"  turning  loom  •,  then  went  to  vifit  thofe  he 
"  had  a  regard  for,  as  well  foreigners  as  Ruffians 
"  with  whom  he  would  be  very  fociable,  and 
"  eafy  in  converfation. 

"  He  fomtimes  fupped  with  them  •,  which, 
"  generally  in  his  latter  days,  was  on  hare  or 
"  wild  fowl,  roafted  very  dry,  he  drank  fmall 
"  beer,  and  fometimes  a  few  glaffes  of  wine  -y 
"  and  generally  was  in  bed  before  ten  o'clock 
"  at  night.  He  neither  played  at  cards,  dice, 
"  or  any  game  of  chance. 

"  The  reader  will  pleafe  to  take  along  with 
"  him  the  following  obfervation,  viz.  that  this 
"  monarch  was  at  no  time,  even  during  maf- 
"  querades,  feaftings,  afTcmblies,  or  any  odier 
"  diverfions  or  amufements,  by  day  or  night, 
"  without  the  attendance  of  fome  or  other  of 
"  his  minifters,  and  of  thofe  who  pofTefled  his- 
"  confidence  :  by  which  means  bufinefs,  and 
"  fuch  affairs  as  were  of  the  greateft  confe- 
"  quence,  went  on  regularly ;  and  fome  of 
"  them  were  even  concerted  during  thofe  times 
"  of  relaxation." 

Such  was  Peter  the  Great !  — how  happy 
would  it  be  for  millions  of  people,  if  other 
princes  would  copy  his  glorious  example  I 
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OF        THE 


KINGDOM       of      PRUSSIA  * 

With  fome  Anecdotes  of  KING    FREDERIC   II. 


THE  kingdom  of  Pruflia,  which  has  here- 
tofore been  called  Ducal  Pruflia,  and 
belongs  to  the  houfe  of  Brandenburgh, 
is  divided  from  the  other  dominions  of  its  fo- 
vereign  by  Polifh  Pruflia,  and  is  bounded  by 
Samogitia  on  the  north,  by  Lithuania  on  the 
eaft,  by  Poland  Proper  and  Mafovia  on  the 
fouth,  and  by  Polifh  Pruflia  arid  the  Baltic  on 
the  weft. 

The  greateft  length  of  the  kingdom,  from 
Soldau  to  its  northern  extremity,  is  about  one 
hundred  and  ninety  miles,  and  its  breadth,  from 
the  borders  of  of  the  great  dutchy  of  Lithuania, 
near  Shirwind,  to  the  weftern  coaft  of  Samland, 
is  one  hwndred  and  fourteen  miles;  but  it  is 
much  narrower  in  other  places. 

With  regard  to  the  climate  and  the  tempera- 
ture of  the  air,  the  two  laft  months  of  fpring, 
and  the  two  firft  of  fummer  are  pleafant,  tem- 
perate and  warm,  and  the  weather  is  generally 
favourable  for  ripening  the  fruits  of  the  earth  •, 
but  before  and  after  thefe  months  the  air  is  cold 
and  piercing  :  the  autumn  is  frequently  wet,  and 
the  winter  very  fevere ;  notwithstanding  which 
the  air  is  well  purified  by  high  winds. 

The  diftempers  which  chiefly  prevail  in  Pruf- 
fia  are  the  gout  and  ftone  ;  but  the  fcurvy  is 
not  fo  common  as  in  England. 

The  foil  produces  abundance  of  corn,  fruit, 
herbs,  and  pafturage  •,  and  the  country  abounds 
with  flocks  and  herds,  and  very  fine  horfes. 

Its  Principal  commodities  are  buck-wheat, 
wool,  flax,  hemp,  honey,  hops,  pit-coal  and 
pitch.  Great  quantities  of  amber  are  found  on 
the  coafts  of  the  Baltic,  in  Pruflia,  particularly 
on  the  Samland  fhore. 

In  the  year  1755,  the  number  of  the  inhabi- 
tants in  this  kingdom  were  computed  at  fix 
hundred  and  thirty-five  thoufand,  nine  hundred 
and  ninety-eight  perlbns  capable  of  bearing 
arms,  and  confift  of  native  Pruflians,  who  from 
their  language  and  manners,  appear  to  be  de- 
fcended  from  the  Germans  ;  of  Lithuanians, 
who  have  their  peculiar  language  ;  and  of 
Poles. 
N»  L.  7  I 


The  Lutheran  religion  prevails  chiefly  a- 
mong  the  inhabitants  of  Pruflia  ;  but  as  a  great 
number  of  the  colonifts  are  Calvinifts,  they  have 
alfo  their  churches,  not  only  in  the  cities  and 
towns,  but  in  fome  villages  they  have  a  parti- 
cular church  appropriated  to  their  ufe,  and  in 
other  places  they  perform  divine  fervice  in  the 
Lutheran  Churches. 

The  Papifts  have  a  few  churches  in  this  king- 
dom. Here  are  alfo  fome  Mennonites,  and  a 
few  congregations  of  Socinians. 

The  manufactures  in  Pruflia  are  daily  im- 
proving and  increafing,  particularly  the  glafs 
and  iron  works,  manufactures  of  filk,  cloth, 
camblet,  linen  and  ftockings ;  paper,  powder, 
copper  and  brafs  mills. 

Pruflia  is  conveniently  fituated  for  trade,  and 
to  promote  it  a  college  of  commerce  and  navi- 
gation has  been  erected,  which  takes  a  cognir 
zance  of  all  difputes  and  propofals  relating  to 
trade  and  commerce. 

The   commodities   of  Pruflia   and   great  Li- 
thuania fold  to  foreign  merchants,  and  annually 
exported,  are  all  kinds  of  grain,  to  the  amount 
of  twenty  thoufand  lafts  •,  pine  trees  for  mails, 
deal  boards,  and  timber  j  tar,  wood-afhes,  pot- 
afh,    elk-fkins,    leather,    furs,    amber,     about 
twelve  thoufand  five  hundred  ftone  of  wax,  ho- 
ney,   manna,  linfeed   oil,    flax,  hemp,  linfeed, 
and  hemp-feed  ;  alfo  yarn,  hogs  briftles,  ftags 
horns,  and   elks   hoefs  ;  oatmeal,  mead,  dried 
fifh,  fturgeon,  caviar,  lampreys,  faufages,  but- 
ter,   and   tallow,    of    which   laft    three    thou- 
fand  four  hundred  {tones   are  exported  annu- 
ally. 

Frederic,  the  fon  cf  Frederic  William  the 
Great,  and  grandfather  of  the  prcfent  king, 
raifed  the  dutchy  of  Pruflia  to  a  kingdom  ;  and 
in  the  year  1701,  in  a  folemn  aflembly  of  the 
ftates  of  the  empire,  placed  the  crown  with  his 
own  hands  upon  his  head,  and  that  of  his  con- 
fort  •,    foon   after  which    all    the   other  chrifti- 
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mentioned,  who  afceoned  the  throne  in  1713, 
peopled  his  country  by  the  favourable  recep- 
tion he  gave  to  diftrefled  and  perlecuted  Saltz- 
burghers  :  and  rendered  his  reign  glorious  by 
many  ufeful  and  magnificent  foundations. 

In  the  year  1 740,  this  monarch  was  fucceed- 
ed  by  his  fon  Frederic  the  fecond  (the  prefent 
king)  who  has  annexed  to  his  dominions  the 
greater  part  of  Silefia  and  Eaft  Friefland,  ren- 
dered his  kingdom  formidable  by  his  Angular 
valour  and  prudence,  advanced  the  happinefs 
of  his  fubjects  by  a  reduction  and  amendment  of 
the  laws,  the  increafe  of  commerce,  and  many 
other  regulations,  which  evince  his  great  wif- 
dom  and  penetration. 

The  city  of  Berlin  is  airy  and  elegant  ;  the 
houfes  are  uniform,  and  the  ftreets  clean  and  re- 
gular. There  is  a  fine  new  bridge  over  the  Spree, 
built  of  ftone,  on  which  is  an  equeftrian  ftatue 
of  Frederic  William  the  Great,  which  is  efleem- 
ed  a  piece  of  admirable  workmanfhip  :  it  was 
erected  by  Frederic  I.  king  of  PrufTia,  who  like- 
wife  built  the  palace,  which  is  a  very  noble 
pile. 

The  great  ceconomy  of  the  court  of  Prufiia 
is  well  worthy  of  notice.  The  apartments  of 
the  palace  are  adorned  with  filver  in  every 
fhape  ;  but  thefe  ornaments  are  fo  mafiy,  that 
the  fafhion  does  not  exceed  feven  pounds  per 
cent ;  fo  that,  in  cafe  of  neceffity,  four  mil- 
lions of  dollars  might  be  eafily  realized. 

The  king's  more  particular  apartments  are 
elegant,  but  not  remarkably  grand  :  the  pre- 
vailing tafte  is  white  ftucco  and  gilding. 

In  feveral  of  the  private  apartments  there  are 
tables,  with  pens,  ink,  and  loofe  papers,  which 
indicate  the  difpatch  of  bufinefs,  more  than  the 
regularity  and  elegance  which  are  generally 
feen  in  royal  palaces. 

It  is  obferved  by  Mr.  Hanway,  that  at  the 
time  of  his  being  at  Berlin,  the  king  of  Pruffia 


was  confidered  as  no  friend  to  Great  Britain  ; 
but  adds,  there  is  a  pleafure  in  praifing  the  wor- 
thy, whether  they  happen  to  be  our  Friends  or 
not. 

Frederic  II.  king  of  Pruffia,  and  elector  of 
Brandenburg,  was  born  on  the  twenty  fourth 
of  January  17 12,  and  was  the  Son  of  king  Fre- 
deric William,  by  Sophia  Dorothea,  the  fifter 
of  king  George  II.  He  afcended  the  throne  on 
the  twenty-firft  of  May  1 74.0,  and  was  there- 
fore twenty-eight  years  of  age  when  his  father 
died. 

He  had  an  early  tafte  .for  literature  and  the 
polite  arts,  and  diftinguifhed  himfelf  by  the 
delicacy  of  his  manners,  in  oppofition  to  the 
inelegant  cuftoms  that  prevailed  at  his  father's 
court. 

There  is  one  circumftance  in  favour  of  his 
PruiTian  majefty  beyond  any  other  prince  in  Eu- 
rope ;  which  is  the  great  ceconomy  of  his  go- 
vernment and  perfonal  expence.  The  allow- 
ance of  his  table  is  but  thirty  crowns,  or  five 
pounds  five  fhillings  a  day,  fifh  and  wine  ex- 
cepted, in  which  he  is  at  no  great  expence. 

Potfdam  is  the  favourite  refidence  of  the  king 
of  Prufiia,  who  there  avoids  the  idle  ceremonies 
of  a  court.  He  entertains  at  his  table  twelve 
perfons  :  thofe  of  his  minifters  moft  in  favour 
are  firft  invited,  with  thole  of  foreign  princes 
who  happen  to  be  at  Potfdam,  and  his  offi- 
cers, down  to  an  enfign,  fill  up  the  vacant 
places. 

His  converfation  is  free  and  eafy,  even  tojeft- 
ing  ;  but  he  pafies  from  the  gay  to  the  ferious 
in  an  inftant,  and  fupports  his  dignity  both  from 
the  fear  and  the  affection  of  thofe  about  him. 

So  little  does  he  obferve  ufelefs  forms,  that 
he  has  rifen  from  his  chair  at  his  writing-table, 
and  caufed  his  fecretary  to  take  his  place,  and 
write  down  the  orders  which  he  dictated  ftand- 
ing. 
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CHAPTER     I. 

Mr.  Addifon  fets  fail  from  Marfeilles,  a  fid  arrives  at  Cafjis  ;  a  defer  iff  ion  of  the  adjacent 
country ;  be  goes  forward  to  St.  Rhemo,  to  Monaco,  and  to  Genoa  ;  an  account  of  that 
city  and  its  inhabitants  ;  Mr.  Addifon  proceeds  by  land  to  Pavia,  and  from  thence  to  Milan  ; 
an  account  of  what  is  mojl  remarkable  in  that  city,  and  a  comparifon  between  the  manners 
of  the  French  and  Italians ;  our  author  proceeds  to  Verona,  to  Padua,  and  to  Venice;  a 
defcription  ofthofe  cities. 


ON  the  twelfth  of  December  1699,  Mr. 
Addifon  fet  out  from  Marfeilles,  in  a 
tartane,  for  Genoa,  and  late  the  fame 
night  arrived  at  Caflis,  a  fmall  French  port, 
where  (notwithftanding  it  was  the  depth  of  win- 
ter) he,  to  his  great  fnrprize,  obferved  all  the 
mountains  round  the  town  covered  with  green 
olive-trees,  or  adorned  with  beautiful  gar- 
dens, which  afforded  a  variety  of  agreeable 
profpefts  ;  for  the  moft  uncultivated  of  them 
produce  myrtle,  balm,  rofemary,  lavendar,  and 
wild  thyme ;  and  our  author  was  fhewn  at  a 
diftance,  defarts  rendered  famous  by  the  pe- 
nance of  Mary  Magdalene,  who  after  her  ar- 
rival with  Jofeph  of  Arimathea,  and  Lazarus  at 
Marfeilles,  is  faid  to  have  wept  away  the  re- 
mainder of  her  life  among  thefe  fohtary  moun- 
tains and  rocks. 

Our  author  concinued  his  voyage  the  next 
day,  till  the  veffel  was  forced  by  contrary  winds 
into  the  port  of  St.  Rhemo,  a  pretty  town  in  the 
territories  of  Genoa. 

Towards  the  fea  the  front  was  fmall  ;  but 
there  are  a  great  number  of  houfes  built  behind 
up  the  fide  of  a  mountain,  to  avoid  the  fea 
•winds  and  vapours. 

Here  were  feveral  perfons  who  had  no  cover- 
ing over  their  fhoulders  but  their  fhirts,  with- 
out complaining  of  the  cold ;  and  our  author 
obferves,  that  if  the  poorer  fort  were  not  free 
from  the  greateft  inconveniences  that  attend 
thofe  of  the  northern  nations,  the  extreme  mi- 
fery  and  pdverty  in  moft  of  the  Italian  govern- 
ments would  be  infupportable. 


In  the  neighbourhood  of  this  city  there  are 
many  plantations  of  palm-trees,  which  are  not 
to  be  found  in  other  pasts  of  Italy. 

From  this  place  a  fair  wind  carried  our  au- 
thor ftrait  into  the  gulph  of  Genoa,  which  is 
remarkable  for  tempefts,  and  a  fcarcity  of  fifh 
Here  they  were  obliged  to  lie  two  days,  and 
the  Captain  apprehended  his  fhip  to  be  in  fucH. 
danger,  that  he  fell  on  his  knees,  and  con- 
feficd  himielf  to  a  capuchin  who  was  on  board ; 
but  a  length,  taking  the  advantage  of  a  fide 
wind,  they  were  driven  back  as  far  as  Monaco, 
which  has  a  fpacious  harbour  flickered  on  the 
north  and  weft  by  a  range  of  rocks ;  but  the 
fhips  are  expofed  to  the  fouth  winds. 

The  town  of  Monaco  now  ftands  on  a  pro- 
montory, where  was  formerly  the  temple  of 
Hercules  Montecbus,  from  which  this  fmall 
principality  take  its  name. 

There  are  only  three  towns  in  the  domi- 
nions of  the  Prince  of  Monaco,  the  chief  of 
which  is  fituated  on  a  rock  that  runs  out  into 
the  fea,  and  is  ftrongly  fortified  by  nature. 
It  was  formerly  under  the  protection  of  the 
Spaniards;  but  the  natives  driving  out  the 
Spanifn  garrifon,  received  a  French  one,  which 
at  this  time  confifted  of  five  hundred  men,  ?nd 
was  paid  and  officered  by  the  French  King. 
The  palace  has  handfome  apartments,  that 
are  hung  with  piclures  of  the  moft  celebrated 
beauties  in  the  court  of  France. 

Our  author  next  took  a  fmall  boat,  and  pro- 
ceeded flowly  along  the  fea-fhore,  in  order  in 
this  manner  to  reach  the  ciry  of  Genoa ;  but 
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finding  the  fea  too  rough  at  Savona,  he  made 
the  beft  of  his  way  by  land,  and  proceeded 
over  rugged  mountains  and  precipices,  through 
a  road  much  more  difficult  than  that  over  mount 
Cennis. 

The  Genoefe,  like  the  old  Ligurians,  are 
efteemed  extremely  artful,  and  addicted  to 
knavilh  cunning :  they  are  more  induftrious 
and  enured  to  hardfhips  than  the  reft  of  the 
Italians  j  and  while  the  barrennefs  of  their 
country  continues,  there  is  no  wonder  that  the 
manner  of  the  inhabitants  are  the  fame,  fince 
nothing  renders  men  fharpcr  that  want.  "  The 
"  Gencefe  (fays  the  Italian  proverb,)  have  a 
"  fea  without  fifh,  land  without  trees,  and  men 
"  without  faith." 

On  both  fides  of  Genoa  are  many  beautiful 
palaces,  which,  to  thofe  who  fail  by  it,  make 
the  town  appear  much  longer  than  it  is.  The 
city  itfelf  has  the  nobleft  appearance  of  any  in 
the  world.  Moft  of  the  houfes  being  painted 
on  the  outfide,  look  remarkably  gay  and 
lively,  and  they  are  efteemed  the  higheft  in 
Europe. 

The  new  ftreet  is  a  double  range  of  palaces 
from  one  end  to  the  other.,  built  v/ith  the  ut- 
moft  magnificence,  and  fit  for  the  refidence  of 
princes.  Mr.  Addilbnfays,  he  cannot  be  reconcil- 
ed to  the  manner  in  which  feveral  of  their  houfes 
are  painted  :  for  tho'  figures,  hiftorical  pieces, 
and  perfpective  are  very  ornamental  when  drawn 
on  walls,  that  would  otherwife  appear  too  nak- 
ed and  uniform  ;  but  inftead  of  thefe,  the  front 
of  a  palace  is  often  covered  with  painted  pillars 
of  different  orders,  which  only  fliew  that  there 
is  fomething  wanting,  and  that  the  palace, 
which,  without  thefe  counterfeit  pillars  would 
be  beautiful  in  its  kind,  might  have  been 
more  perfect  by  the  addition  of  fuch  as  are 
real. 

At  the  diftance  of  a  mile  from  Genoa  is  the 
Villa  Imperiale,  the  front  of  which,  without 
having  any  thing  of  this  paint,  confifts  of  a 
Doric  and  Corinthian  row  of  pillars,  and,  our 
author  fays  it  is  the  handfomeft  of  any  he  faw 
there. 

The  Duke  of  Doria's  palace  has  the  beft  out- 
fide of  any  in  Genoa,  and  that  of  Durazzo  is 
the  beft  furnifhed  within.  In  the  firft  of  thefe 
there  is  one  room  hung  with  tapeftry,  in  which 
are  wrought  the  figures  of  the  great  perfons 
produced  by  that  family  •,  and  perhaps  there  is 
not  a  houfe  in  Europe  that  can  fhew  a  longer 
line  of  heroes,  who  have  acted  for  the  good  of 
their  country. 

A  ftatue  is  erected  to  Andrew  Doria  *,  at  the 
entrance  of  the  Doge's  palace,  with  the  glorious 
title  of  Deliverer  of  the  commonwealth :  and 
one  of  his  family  has  another  that  calls  him  its 
Preferver. 

In  the  Doge's  palace  are  the  rooms  where 
the  great  and  little  council,  with  the  two  col- 
leges, hold  their  afTemblies  :  but  the  ftate  of 


*  Andrew  Doria  was  one  of  the  greateft  Admi- 
rals and  generals  of  his  time,  and  particularly  di- 
itinguifhed  himielf  in  the  year  J  528,  by  freeing  his 


Genoa  being  very  'poor,  though  feveral  of  its 
members  are  extremely  rich,  infinitely  more  fplen- 
dor  and  magnificence  may  be  obferved  in  the 
houfes  of  particular  perfons,  than  in  thofe  that 
belong  to  the  public. 

But  in  the  moft  of  the  ftates  of  Europe,  the 
people  ftiew  the  extremeft  marks  of  poverty, 
while  the  governors  live  in  the  greateft  magni- 
ficence. 

The  churches  are  here  very  fine,  particularly 
that  of  the  Annunciation,  which  makes  a  moft 
beautiful  appearance  on  the  infide  ;  all  but  one 
corner  of  it  being  covered  with  ftatues,  paint- 
ings, and  gildings. 

In  the  government  of  Genoa  nothing  is 
more  remarkable  than  the  bank  of  St.  George, 
which  is  formed  of  fuch  branches  of  the  re- 
venues as  have  been  appropriated  to  the  dif- 
charging  of  feveral  furrts  that  have  been  borrow- 
ed from  private  perfons,  during  the  exigences 
of  the  commonwealth  ;  and  whatever  incon- 
veniences the  ftate  has  laboured  under,  they 
have  never  alienated  any  part  of  thefe  revenues 
to  other  ufes. 

The  adminiftration  of  this  bank  is  for  life, 
and  partly  in  the  hands  of  the  principal  citizens, 
which  gives  them  great  authority  in  the  ftate. 
Thus,  though  this  bank  is  ufually  thought  to 
be  the  greateft  load  on  the  Genoefe,  it  diftri- 
butes  the  power  among  particular  members  of 
the  Republic,  and  is  a  great  check  upon  the 
Ariftocracy  :  this  may  be  one  reafon  why  the 
fenate  of  Genoa  behave  with  more  moderation 
towards  their  fubjects  than  that  of  Venice. 

It  would  have  been  happy  for  the  republic  of 
Genoa,  if  fire  had  followed  the  example  of  her 
fifter  of  Venice,  in  not  permitting  her  nobles  to 
purchafe  lands  or  houfes  in  the  dominions  of  a 
foreign  prince  ;  for  at  prefent,  the  greateft  a- 
mong  the  Gencefe,  are  in  part,  fubjects  to  an- 
other crown,  on  account  of  their  eftates,  which 
lie  in  the  kingdom  of  Naples,  whole  lbvereign 
impoles  very  high  taxes  on  them,  and  is  always 
lo  lenfible  of  the  advantages  this  gives  him  over 
the  Republic,  that  he  will  never  iuffer  a  Neapo- 
litan to  purchafe  the  lands  of  the  Genoefe. 

This  has  laid  them  under  the  necefilty  of  be- 
ing in  the  intereft  of  the  French,  and  they  would 
probably  continue  fo,  though  -all  the  other 
ftates  of  Italy  entered  into  a  league  againft 
them. 

It  would  be  eafy  for  thofe  powers  who  are 
ftrong  at  fea,  to  bring  them  to  what  terms  they 
pleafe  •,  for  having  but  very  little  arable  land, 
they  are  obliged  to  fetch  their  corn  from  Naples, 
Sicily,  and  other  foreign  countries. 

Their  fleet  which  formerly  gained  fuch  a 
number  of  victories  over  the  Saracens,  Pilans, 
Venetians,  Turks  and  Spaniards  •,  that  made 
them  matters  of  Malta,  Lefbos,  Crete,  Negro- 
pont,  Sardinia,  Majorca  and  Minorca  ;  that 
fettled  them  in  Achaia,  Theodofia,  Smyrna, 
Scio,  and  feveral  towns  on  the  eaftern  confines 


country  from  the  tyranny  of  the  French  and  Spa- 
niards, and  fettling  their  government  in  the  prefent 
form. 
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of  Europe,  is  now  reduced  to  fix  gallies.  On 
their  making  an  addition  of  only  four  new  ones, 
the  French  King  lent  his  order  to  forbid  ic,  tell- 
ing the  republic,  that  he  knew  very  well,  how 
many  they  had  occafion  for.  This  little  fleet 
ferves  only  to  fetch  them  corn  and  wine,  and 
in  the  fummer-feafon  to  give  the  ladies  an 
airing. 

The  Doge  of  Genoa  is  adorned  with  a  crown 
and  fceptre,  on  account  of  the  conqueft  of 
Corfica,  which  had  formerly  a  Saracen  King ; 
but  though  this  gives  their  ambafiadors  a  more 
honourable  reception  at  fome  foreign  courts, 
it  may  teach  the  people  to  have  a  mean  opinion 
of  their  own  form  of  government,  and  is  a  tacit 
acknowledgment,  that  monarchy  is  the  more 
honourable.  On  the  contrary,  the  old  Ro- 
mans practifed  a  very  barbarous  kind  of  po- 
litics to  infpire  a  contempt  of  kings,  whom 
they  treated  v/ith  the  utmoft  infamy,  and 
dragged  at  the  wheels  of  their  triumphal  cha- 
riots. 

From  Genoa  our  author  took  a  chaife  for 
Milan,  and  by  the  way  (lopped  at  Pavia,  once 
the  metropolis  of  a  kingdom,  tho'  now  a  poor 
town.  He  there  law  a  convent  of  Auftin 
Monks,  who  about  three  years  before  pretend- 
ed to  have  found  the  body  of  the  Saint,  by 
whofe  name  their  order  is  diftinguifhed.  In  a 
corner  of  the  cloifters  of  this  convent  are  buried 
Sir  Richard  de  la  Poole,  who  took  upon  him- 
feif  the  title  of  Duke  of  Suffolk,  end  the  Duke 
of  Lorrain,  who  were  both  killed  in  the  fa- 
mous battle  of  Pavia.  A  monument  is  erect- 
ed to  their  memory  by  Charles  Parker,  an 
Engliih  Ecclefiaftic,  who  was  alio  buried  in  the 
fame  place. 

There  is  an  univerfity  of  feven  colleges  in 
this  city,  one  of  which,  called  the  college  of 
Borromeo,  is  a  very  large  and  neat  building. 
There  is  alio  an  equeftrian  ilatue  in  brafs  of 
Marcus  Antoninus,  whom  fome  learned  men 
have  named  Conftantine  the  great,  but  whom 
the  people  of  the  place  call  Charles  the  fifth. 

Pavia  is  the  Ticinum  of  the  ancients,  which 
was  fo  named  from  the  river  Ticinus,  now 
called  the  Tefin.  This  river  falls  into  the  Po, 
and  is  extremely  rapid.  Bifliop  Burnet  fays, 
that  he  ran  down  with  the  ftream  thirty  miles 
in  an  hour,  with  the  help  of  one  rower. 

Between  Pavia  and  Milan  our  author  faw  a 
convent  of  Carthufians,  which  is  a  very  fpacious 
and  beautiful  edifice  ;  and  their  church,  which, 
though  a  Gothic  itrudture,  is  adorned  in  a  cu- 
rious manner,  and  is  a  fine  building. 

Mr.  Addifon  fays,  he  could  not  ftay  long 
at  Milan,  without  vifiting  the  great  church,  of 
which  he  had  heard  the  higheft  commendations ; 
but  on  his  firft  entering  it  he  was  much  deceiv- 
ed in  his  expectations,  for  he  then  law  only  the 
front,  which  was  not  half  fin ifhed,  and  the  in- 
fide  was  fo  fmutted  with  dull  and  the  fmoke 
of  lamps,  that  neither  the  filver,  the  brafs  work 
nor  the  marble  appeared  to  advantage. 

This  vail  Gothic  ftruiture  is  all  of  marble, 
except  the  roof,  which  would  have  been  built 
of  the  fame  fubilance  with  the  reft,  had  not  its 
weight  rendered  it  improper  for  that  part  of 
the  building.     The  outfide  of  the  church  ap- 
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pears  much  whiter  and  frefher  than  the  infide, 
from  its  being  often  walked  with  rain  :  this 
renders  the  marble  more  beautiful  and  unfullied, 
than  in  thole  parts  that  are  not  at  all  expofed 
to  the  weather. 

It  is  generally  faid  that  there  are  eleven  thou- 
fand  ftatues  about  the  church  ■,  but  they  reckon 
into  the  account  every  particular  figure  in  the 
hillory  pieces,  and  the  fmall  images  that  make 
up  the  equipage  of  thole  that  are  larger. 
There  are  indeed  a  prodigious  multitude  of 
luch  as  are  bigger  than  the  life :  Mr.  Addifon 
reckoned  above  two  hundred  and  fifty  on  the 
outfide  of  the  church,  though  he  only  told  three 
fides  of  it,  and  thefe  were  not  half  fo  thick  fet 
as  was  then  intended. 

The  ftatues  are  all  of  marble,  and  generally 
well  cut ;  but  the  moil  valuable  is  a  Saint 
Bartholomew  new  flead,  wifih  his  fkin  hanging 
over  his  moulders  ;  which  is  elleemed  worth  its 
weight  in  gold. 

Juft  before  the  entrance  of  the  choir,  is  a 
little lubteraneous  chapel  dedicated  to  St.  Charles 
Borromeo,  where  his  body,  in  epifcopal  robes, 
is  feen  lying  upon  the  altar  in  a  fhrine  of  rock 
cryllal.  His  chapel  is  adorned  with  abundance 
of  filver.  He  was  but  twenty-two  years  of 
age  when  he  was  chofen  Archbifhop  of  Milan, 
and  forty- fix  at  his  death  •,  but  made  luch 
good  ufe  of  his  time  by  his  charity  and  muni- 
ficence, that  his  countrymen  blefe  his  memory, 
which  is  ftill  frefh  among  them. 

He  was  cannonized  about  one  hundred  years 
before-,  and  if  this  honour  was  ever  due  to  any 
man,  luch  public- fpirited  virtues  furely  lay  a 
jullor  claim  to  it  than  a  four  retreat  from  man- 
kind, a  fet  of  chimerical  vifions,  or  whimfical 
penances, the  ufual  qualifications  of  Romilh faints. 
In  the  great  church  of  Milan  are  two  noble 
pulpits  of  brafs,  each  of  which  encircles  a  large 
pillar  like  a  gallery,  and  ib  fupported  by  huge 
figures  of  the  fame  metal. 

The  hiftory  of  the  blefied  Virgin  is  finely  cut 
in  marble  ;  and  the  church  is  very  rich  in  relics, 
which  run  back  as  far  as  the  time  of  Daniel, 
Jonas,  and  Abraham  :  among  the  reft  they 
fhew  a  fragment  of  our  countryman  Becket,  and 
indeed  there  are  but  few  treafuries  of  relics  in 
Italy,  that  have  not  a  tooth  or  a  bone  of  this 
fuppoled  faint. — To  reckon  up  the  riches  in  fil- 
ver, gold  and  precious  flones,  that  are  amalfed 
together  in  this  and  feveral  other  churches  of 
Milan,  would,  fays  our  author,  be  an  endlefs 
task. 

There  are  faid  to  be  in  this  city  fixty  convents 
of  women,  eighty  of  men,  and  two  hundred 
churches. 

At  the  Celeftines  is  a  picture  in  frefco  of  the 
marriage  of  Cana,  which  is  highly  efteemed. 
but  the  painter  has  put  fix  fingers  to  the  hand 
of  one  of  the  figures  :  there  is  alio  fhewn  the 
gates  of  the  church  that  St.  Ambrole  fhutagainlt 
the  emperor  Theodofius,  for  his  barbaroufly 
maffacring  the  inhabitants  of  Theflalonica  ■, 
and  out  of  thefe' gates  feveral  perfons  have  pick- 
ed fplinters  of  wood  for  relics. 

There  is  a  fmall  chapel  lately  rebuilt,  where 
the  fame  Saint  is  faid  to  have  baptized  St. 
Auilin,  and  an  infeription  upon  the  wall  fays, 
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that  it  was  in  this  chapel,  and  on  this  occafion, 
that  he  firil  fling  his  Te  Deum,  and  that  his 
great  convert  anlwered  him  verfe  by  verfe. 

In  one  of  the  churches  is  a  pulpit  and  confef- 
fional,  very  finely  inlaid  with  lapis  lazuli,  and 
feveral  kinds  of  marble  by  a  father  of  the  con- 
vent •,  and  indeed  there  are  are  often  found  par- 
ticular members  of  convents,  who  have  excel- 
lent mechanical  geniufes,  and  divert  themfelves 
at  their  leifure  hours  with  painting,  fculpture, 
architecture  and  other  arts. 

The  o-enius  of  the  Italians  is  confpicuous  in 
the  Ambrofian  library  •,  for  they  have  fpent 
more  money  on  pictures  than  on  books  •,  but 
among  the  heads  of  feveral  learned  men,  there 
is  no  Englifhman  to  be  met  with  except  Bifhop 
Fifher,  whom  Henry  VIII.  caufed  to  be  behead- 
ed for  not  owning  his  fupremacy. 

Books  are  indeed  the  leaft  part  of  the  furni- 
ture which  people  ufually  go  to  fee  in  an  Italian 
library  ;  for  thefe  are  generally  fet  off,  after  the 
example  of  the  old  Greeks  and  Romans,  with 
pictures,  ftatues,  and  other  ornaments,  where 
they  can  afford  them. 

In  an  apartment  behind  the  library  are  feve- 
ral rarities  often  mentioned  by  travellers  ;  as  a 
head  of  Titian  by  his  own  hand,  Brugeal's 
Elements,  an  ancient  Latin  manufcript  of  Jofe- 
phus,  and  another  of  Leonardus  Vincius,  which 
King  James  I.  could  not  procure,  though  he 
offered  to  give  three  thoufand  Spaniih  piftoles 
for  it. 

Settala's  cabinet  is  always  fhewn  to  arrangers 
among  the  curiofities  of  Milan  :  among  thefe  is 
a  piece  of  chryftal  that  indoles  two  drops,  which 
when  fhaken  look  like  water,  though  perhaps 
they  are  nothing  more  than  bubbles  of  air. 

Such  a  rarity  as  this  is  (hewn  at  Vendome  in 
France,  which  they  pretend  is  a  tear  that  our 
Saviour  fned  over  Lazarus,  and  was  gathered  up 
by  an  Angel,  who  put  it 'into  a  little  chryftal 
vial,  and  made  a  prefent  of  it  to  Mary  Magda- 
lene. 

The  Italians  account  the  Citadel  of  Milan  a 
very  rtrong  fort :  it  formerly  held  out  after  the 
conqueft  of  the  reft  of  the  dutchy,  and  the  go- 
vernor of  it  is  independant  on  the  governor  of 
Milan. 

There  is  a  building  about  two  miles  from 
Milan,  which,  had  the  architect  defigned  it  for 
an  artiflcialecho,  would  have  been  a  mafter-piece 
in  its  kind  :  on  a  piftol  being  dilcharged,  the 
found  returned  above  fifty-fix  times,  though  the 
air  was  very  foggy.  The  firft  repetitions  follow 
very  faft,  but  are  heard  more  diftinctly  in  pro- 
portion as  they  decay.  They  are  caufed  by  two 
parallel  walls,  which  beat  the  found  back  on 
each  other,  till  the  undulation  is  quite  worn 
out. 

Befides  the  above-mentioned,  there  are  many 
other  churches  in  the  city,  which  are  richly  a- 
dorned  and  abound  in  relics  :  but  what  appears 
very  Angular,  both  here  and  in  other  churches 
in  the  Milanele,  the  entrances  are  crowded  with 
old  women  fpinning,  or  bufy  about  fome  other 
employment :  but  as  they  do  not  beg,  they  pof- 
iibly  conceive  it  to  be  a  work  of  merit,  tofpend 
•the  whole  day  as  it  were  in  the  houie  of  God. 

The  ftate  of  Milan  refembles  a  vaft  garden 


furrounded  by  a  noble  mound  of  rocks  and 
mountains  •,  and,  indeed,  if  a  man  confiders 
the  face  of  Italy  in  general,  he  would  be  apt  to 
conclude,  that  nature  had  laid  it  out  into  the  va- 
riety of  ftates  and  governments  that  are  found 
in  it  ■,  for  the  Alps  at  one  end,  and  the  long 
range  of  Appennines  that  panes  through  the 
body  of  it,  branch  out  on  all  fides  into  different 
divifions,  that  ferve  as  fo  many  natural  bounda- 
ries and  fortifications  to  the  littk  territories  that 
lie  among  them. 

We  accordingly  find  the  whole  country  cut 
into  a  multitude  of  particular  kingdoms  and 
commonwealths,  in  the  oldeft  accounts  we  have 
of  it,  till  the  power  of  the  Romans,  like  a  tor- 
rent that  overflows  its  banks,  bore  down  all  be- 
fore  it,    and  fpread  into  its  remoteft   corners. 

But  this  exorbitant  power  becoming  unable  to 
fupport  itfelf,  the  government  of  Italy  became 
again  broken  into  fuch  a  variety  of  fubdivifions, 
as  are  pointed  out  by  the  fituation  of  the  coun- 
try. 

In  this  and  in  feveral  other  of  the  Italian 
courts,  many  fall  in  with  the  drefs  and  carriage 
of  the  French  ;  but  the  people  have,  however, 
a  kind  of  aukwardneis,  which  difcovers  that  the 
airs  they  give  themfelves  are  not  natural. 

It  is  indeed  very  furprizing,  there  ftiould  be 
fuch  a  diverfity  of  manners  where  there  isfo  fmall 
a  difference  in  the  air  and  climate.  The  French 
are  always  open,  familiar,  and  talkative  ;  while 
the  Italians,  on  the  contrary,  are  ftill,  referved, 
and  ceremonious. 

A  gaiety  and  fprightlinefs  of  behaviour,ris,  a- 
mong  the  French,  efteemed  a  compliment  •, 
but  the  Italians,  notwithstanding  their  natural 
fierinefs  of  temper,  always  affect  to  appear  fober 
and  fedate  :  many  even  of  the  young  men  walk 
through  the  ftreets  with  fpectacles  on  their  nofes, 
that  they  may  be  thought  to  have  impaired  their 
fight  by  clofe  ftudy,  and  to  appear  more  grave 
and  judicious  than  their  neighbours. 

The  difference  of  education  is  the  principal 
caufe  of  this  difference  in  manners  :  in  France  it 
is  cuftomary  to  bring  their  children  into  com- 
pany, and  to  encourage,  from  their  infancy,  a 
kind  of  forwardnefs  and  affurance.  They  ap- 
ply themfelves  more  univerfally  to  their  exer- 
cifes  than  any  other  nation,  and  there  are  few 
young  gentlemen  that  do  not  fence,  dance  and 
ride,  in  fome  tolerable  perfection  ;  which  not 
only  gives  them  a  free  and  eafy  carriage,  but  has 
a  kind  of  mechanical  operation  on  the  mind,  by 
keeping  the  animal  fpirits  always  awake  and  in 
motion. 

But  what  moft  of  all  contributes  to  this  light 
and  airy  humour,  is  a  free  converfation  with, 
their  women,  which  gives  them  a  certain  viva- 
city of  temper,  and  makes  them  aim  at  fuch  a 
behaviour  as  is  moft  agreeable  to  the  fair  fex. 

The  Italians,  on  the  contrary,  being  excluded 
from  making  their  court  this  way,  endeavour  to 
recommend  themfelves  by  their  gravity  and  wif- 
dom. 

In  Spain,  therefore,  where  there  are  fewer 
liberties  of  this  nature  allowed,  there  is  fome- 
thing  ftill  more  ferious  and  compofed  in  the 
manners  of  the  inhabitants. 

Our  author  travelled  from  Milan,  through  a 
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very  pleafant  country  to  Brefcia,  which  is  famous 
for  its  iron-work.  The  town  and  province  have 
a  freer  accefs  to  the  Senate  of  Venice,  and  have 
their  injuries  fooner  redrelTed,  than  any  other 
part  of  their  dominions  ;  and  having  always  a 
mild  and  prudent  governor,  live  much  more 
happily  than  their  fellow  fubjects.  For  as  they 
were  once  a  part  of  the  Milanefe,  and  are  now 
on  its  frontiers,  the  Venetians  are  afraid  of  ex- 
afperating  them,  by  laying  on  them  the  fame 
load  of  taxes  as  on  the  other  provinces,  for  fear 
of  a  revolt.  t 

A  fmall  day's  journey  brought  Mr.  Addifon 
to  Verona,  after  having  pafTed  by  the  lake  Be- 
nacus,  now  called  Lago  di  Garda,  which  is 
thirty-five  miles  in  length,  and  twelve  in  breadth, 
and  was  at  this  time  extremely  rough  with  tem- 
pcfts  ;  for  this  lake  perfectly  refernbles  a  lea, 
when  worked  up  by  ftorms. 

The  river  Adige  runs  through  Verona,  and 
is  the  only  great  river  in  Lombardy,  that  does 
not  fall  into  the  Po, 

There  is  a  famous  amphitheatre  to  be  feen  at 
Verona,  which,  with  a  few  modern  reparations, 
has  all  the  feats  entire.  There  is  a  lomething 
Very  noble  in  it,  though  the  high  walls  and 
corridors  with  which  it  was  furrounded  are  al- 
rrioft  ruined,  and  the  area  is  totally  filled  up 
to  the  lower  feat,  notwithftanding  it  was  for- 
merly lb  deep,  as  to  permit  the  fpectators  fee- 
ing the  combats  of  the  wild  beafts  and  gladia- 
tors, in  perfect  fafety. 

Befide  the  abovementioned,  there  are  fome 
other  antiquities  in  Verona,  the  principal  of 
which  is  the  ruins  of  a  triumphal  arch  eieded  to 
Flaminius. 

Our  author  fays  he  had  not  yet  feen  any 
gardens  in  Italy  worth  notice ;  for  the  Ita- 
lians fall  as  far  fhort  of  the  French  in  this 
particular,  as  they  excel  them  in  their  palaces. 
It  muft  however  be  acknowledged,  to  the  ho- 
nour of  the  Italians,  that  the  French  took  from 
them  the  firft  plans  both  of  their  gardens  and 
water-works,  fo  that  their  furpafiing  them  at 
prefent,  is  owing  rather  to  the  fuperiority  of 
their  riches  than  their  tafle. 

The  church  of  St.  George  is'the  handfomeft 
in  Verona-,  and  its  chief  ornament  is  the  mar- 
tyrdom of  that  faint,  drawn  by  Paul  Veronefe. 
The  tomb  of  Pope  Lucius,  who  lies  bu- 
ried under  the  dome,  is  always  ihewn  to 
grangers. 

From  Verona  to  Padua,  our  author  travelled 
through  a  pleafant  country  planted  thick  with 
rows  of  white  mulberry-trees,  whole  leaves 
furnilh  food  for  great  quantities  of  filk  worms, 
while  the  fwine  and  poultry  confume  the  fruit. 
The  trees  themfelves  ferve  at  the  fame  time 
as  fo  many  props  for  their  vines,  which  extend 
all  along  like  garlands,  from  tree  to  tree,  and 
between  the  ieveral  ranges  lie  fields  of  corn, 
which  in  thefe  warm  countries  ripens  much 
better  among  the  mulberry  Ihades,  than  if  it 
were  expofed  to  the  open  fun.  Mr.  Addifon 
arrived  fo  late  at  Vicenza,  that  he  had  not  time 
to  take  a  full  view  of  the  place,  and  the  next 
day  brought  him  to  Padua. 

St.  Anthony,    who  lived  about  five  hundred 


years  before  this  time,  is  the  great  Saint  to 
whom  the  people  of  this  laft  city  pay  their  de- 
votion. He  lies  buried  in  a  church,  that  is  at 
prefent  dedicated  to  him,  though  it  was  former- 
ly confecrated  to  the  Blefied  Virgin. 

It  is  extremely  magnificent,  and  very  richly 
adorned,  and  'tis  remarkable,  that  there  are  nar- 
row clifts  in  the  monument  that  ftands  over  him, 
where  good  Catholics  rub  their  beads,  and  fmell 
his  bones,  which  they  fay  have  a  natural  per- 
fume ;  and  indeed  the  fmell  is  very  like  that 
of  apoplectic  balfam  ;  and  what  would  make 
one  fufpect  that  the  marble  is  rubbed  with 
it,  is  its  being  obferved,  that  the  fcent  is  ftronger 
in  the  morning,  that  at  night. 

A  great  number  of  pictures  and  inferiptions 
are  hung  up  by  his  votaries,  in  feveral  parts  of 
the  church.  For  thofe  who  are  in  any  fignal 
danger  implore  his  aid,  and  if  they  come  off 
fafe,  call  their  deliverance  a  miracle,  and  per- 
haps hang  up  a  defcription  or  picture  of  it  in 
the  church  ;  a  cuftom  that  fpoils  the  beauty  of 
the  Romifli  churches,  and  often  occafions  the 
walls  to  be  covered  with  impertinent  inferip- 
tions, wretched  daubings,  and  hands,  legs,  and 
arms  of  wax. 

TheChurch  of  St.  Juftina,  defigned  by  Palla- 
dio,  is  a  handfome,  luminous  building,  and 
is  efteemed  by  many  artifts,  as  one  of  the  fineft 
works  in  Italy.  The  long  nave  conuftsofa 
row  of  five  cupolas,  the  crofs  one  has  on  each 
fide  a  fingle  cupola,  deeper  and  broader  than 
the  other,  and  over  the  altar-piece  is  a  picture 
of  the  martyrdom  of  St.  Juftina,  performed  by 
Paul  Veronefe. 

In  the  great  town  hall  of  Padua  ftands  a 
ftone  fupericribed  "  Lapis  Vituperii,"  and  any 
debtor  who  will  fwear  he  is  not  worth  five 
pounds,  and  permit  the  bailiffs  to  feat  him,  three 
times,  with  his  bare  buttocks,  on  this  ftone, 
in  a  full  hall,  is  cleared  of  any  farther  profe- 
cution  from  his  creditors  ; — but  no  perfon 
had  fubmitted  to  this  difgrace  for  twenty 
four  years  before  our  author  wrote  his  ac- 
count. 

There  is  a  manufactory  of  cloth  at  Padua, 
which  has  brought  very  great  revenues  into  the 
republic  •,  but  the  Engliih  have  not  only  gain- 
.ed  upon  the  Venetians  in  the  Levant,  which 
ufed  to  be  chiefly  fupplied  from  this  manufactory, 
but  have  great  quantities  of  their  cloth  even  in 
Venice  itfelf. 

Very  few  of  the  nobility  wear  any  other  cloth 
than  that  of  England,  though  the  Magiftrate 
of  the  pomps  is  obliged  by  his  office  to  fee 
that  nobody  wears  the  cloth  of  a  foreign 
country. 

Our  author  went  from  Padua  down  the  ferry,' 
which  brought  him  in  a  day's  time  to  Venice. 
Having  frequently  heard  this  city  reprefented 
as  one  of  the  moft  defenfible  cities  in  the  world, 
he  took  care  to  inform  himfelf  of  the  particulars 
in  wnich  its  ftrength  confifts,  which  he  found 
is  chiefly  owing  to  its  advantageous  fituation, 
for  though  it  has  neither  rocks  nor  fortifications, 
it  is  perhaps  the  moft  impregnable  town  in 
Europe. 

It  ftands  at  leaft  four  miles  from  any  part  of 
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the  main  land,  and  the  fhallows  that  lie  about 
it  are  never  frozen  hard  enough  to  bring  over 
an  army  from  the  land-fide,  and  on  that  expof- 
ed  to  the  Adriatic,  the  entrance  is  fo  difficult, 
that  they  have  been  obliged  to  mark  it  out 
with  feveral  flakes  driven  into  the  ground, 
which  they  would  cut  upon  the  firft  approach  of 
an  enemy's  fleet. 

For  this  rea'fon  the  little  iflands  that  lie  at  the 
entrance,  are  not  fortified  to  the  beft  advantage  -, 
though  theft  might  very  eafily  be  made  to  con> 
mand  all  the  pants  that  lead  to  the  city  from 
the  Adriatic  ;  nor  could  an  ordinary  fleet  with 
bomb  veflels  hope  to  fucceed  againft  a  place 
that  has  always  in  its  arfenal  a  confiderable  num- 
ber of  men  of  war  and  gallies,  ready  to  put 
to  fea  on  a  very  fhort  warning. 

If  therefore  we  would  fuppofe  them  blocked 
on  all  fides,  by  a  power  too  ftrong  for  them 
both  by  fea  and  land,  they  would  be  able  to 
defend  themfclves  againft  every  thing,  but 
famine,  and  even  this  would  be  greatly  miti- 
gated by  the  vaft  quantities  of  fifh  with  which 
their  leas  abound,  and  which  may  be  taken  up 
in  the  midft  of  the  very  ftreets. 

Several  writers  of  Voyages  have  reprefented 
this  city  as  in  danger  of  being  left,  within  an 
age  or  two,  on  the  Terra  Firma,  from  the 
fea's  infenfibly  ihrinking  from  it,  and  retiring 
into  its  channel  :  but  the  fea  rifes  as  high  as 
ever,  though  the  find  it  brings  with  it  is  apt 
to  choak  up  the  (hallow  s  ;  and  they  are  in  no 
danger  of  lofing  the  benefit  of  their  fituation, 
while  they  are  at  the  expence  of  removing 
thefe  banks  of  mud  and  land  -,  in  fact,  they 
are  at  great  expence  in  keeping  the  channels 
open  and  free. 

The  city  is  advantageoufly  fituated  for  com- 
merce, and  there  are  feveral  navigable  rivers  in 
its  neighbourhood,  which  run  up  into  the  heart 
of  Italy,  by  which  they  might  convey  large 
quantities  of  fifh  and  other  commodities  :  be- 
fides  which  they  have  the  faireft  opportunities 
of  carrying  on  a  trade  to  each  fide  of  the 
Adriatic,  and  to  the  Levant:  but  notwith- 
ftanding  thefe  advantages,  trade  does  not  flour- 
ish, and  there  a:e  high  duties  laid  on  mer- 
chandize. 

The  nobles  difdain  to  ens-age  in  traffic  : 
and  the  merchants,  when  grown  rich,  pur- 
chafe  the  honour  of  nobility,  and  quit  trade. 

Their  manufactures  are  filk,  cloth  and  glafs, 
which  were  formerly  the  beft  in  Europe,  but 
are  now  excelled  by  thofe  of  other  countries  : 
They  are  tenacious  of  their  laws  and  cuftoms, 
while  a  trading  nation  fhould  be  always  making 
new  changes,  as  different  em  ergencies  arile. 

Venice,  at  a  ciftance,  refembles  a  great  town 
half  Reared  by  a  deluge.  It  is  every  where 
c rolled  by  canals,  fo  that  a  perfon  may  go  to 
moft  of  the  houfes,  either  by  land  or  water.  This 
is  a  very  great  convenience  to  the  inhabitants  •, 
for  at  Venice  a  gondola  with  two  oars  is  as  mag- 
nificent as  a  coach  and  fix  with  a  large  equipage 
in  other  countries.  It  befides  makes  all  other 
carriages  extremely  cheap. 

The  ftreets  are  nioitly  paved  with  free-ftone  or 
id  always  kept  very  near,  for  no  car- 


riage is  permitted  to  pafs  through  them.  There 
is  an  innumerable  multitude  of  very  handfome 
bridges  all  of  one  arch,  and  without  any  fence 
on  either  fide,  which  would  be  a  very  great  in- 
convenience to  a  city  of  lefs  fobriety. 

It  is  indeed  furprizing  that  the  Venetians 
fhould  be  fo  little  addicted  to  drinking,  fince 
they  are  in  a  moift  air,  and  a  moderate  climate, 
and  have  no  fuch  divcrfions  as  riding,  hunting, 
walking,  bowling,  and  the  like  exereiies,  to  em- 
ploy them  without  doors  :  but  the  nobles  are  not 
to  converfe  too  much  with  ftrangers  ;  and  are 
therefore  in  no  danger  of  learning  it  from  them, 
and  they  are  commonly  too  diftruftful  of  each 
other,  to  allow  of  the  freedoms  ufed  over  the 
bottle. 

There  are  many  noble  palaces  in  Venice  ;  but 
their  furniture  is  not  commonly  very  rich,  if  we 
except  the  pictures,  v/hich  are  more  numerous 
here  than  in  any  other  place  in  Europe,  and  done 
by  the  beft  matters  of  the  Lombard  fchool,  as 
Titian,  Paul  Veronefe,  and  Tintoret. 

Moft  of  the  rooms  are  hung  with  gilt  leather,, 
which,  on  extraordinary  occafions,  they  cover 
with  tapeftry,  and  hangings  of  greater  value. 
The  flooring  is  formed  of  red  plafter,  made  of 
bricks  ground  to  powder,  and  worked  into  mor- 
tar, and  being  rubbed  with  oil,  form  a  furfact, 
beautiful,  fmooth,  and  fhining. 

Thefe  particularities  arile  chiefly  from  the 
moifture  of  the  air,  which  would  have  an  ill 
effect  on  other  kinds  of  furniture,  as  is  too  vifi- 
bly  feen  in  many  of  their  beft  pictures. 

The  arfenal  of  Venice,  (which  contains  all 
their  {tores  and  provifions  for  war  that  are  not 
actually  employed)  is  an  ifland  of  about  three 
miles  in  circumference.  There  are  docks  for 
the  men  of  war  and  galleys,  and  workhouies 
for  all  preparations  both  for  land  and  fea  fer- 
vke. 

The  building  in  which  the  arms  are  depofited, 
exhibits  a  grand  appearance,  and  was  a  very  ex- 
traordinary place  about  one  hundred  years  ago  -r 
but  great  part  of  its  furniture  is  now  grown  ufe- 
lefs.  There  appeared  nearly  as  many  fuits  of 
armour  as  guns  -,  many  of  the  fwords  are  old- 
fafhioned  and  Unweildy,  and  the  fire  arms  fitted 
with  locks  that  bear  no  companion  with  thofe 
ufed  at  prefent. 

It  is  pretended  by  the  Venetians,  that  in  cafe 
of  neceffity,  they  could  fit  out  thirty  men  of  war, 
one  hundred  galleys,  and  ten  galeaffes  ;  but, 
our  author  fays,  it  is  not  eafy  to  conceive  how 
they  could  man  half  the  number. 

The  fenate  of  Venice  is  one  of  the  wifeft  coun- 
cils in  the  world  ;  though  according  to  the  re- 
ports of  feveral  who  hr.ve  been  well  verled  in 
their  eonftitution,  a  great  part  of  their  politirr, 
is  founded  on  maxims,  which  are  far  from  be- 
ing honourable  ;  but  nothing  is  more  admirable 
than  the  great  fecrefy  that  reigns  in  their  public 
councils. 

If  we  reckon  only  the  fitting  members,  the 
Senate  is  generally  as  numerous  as  our  Houle 
of  Commons,  and  yet  its  refolutions  are  carri- 
ed fo  privately,  that  they  are  feldom  known 
till  they  difcover  themfelves  in  the  execution. 

Not  many  years  fince  they  had  great  debates, 

relat- 


ITALY     AND     SWISSERLAND. 


S93 


relating  to  the  punifhment  of  one  of  their  admi- 
rals ;  and  though  they  lafted  a  month  together, 
and  concluded  in  his  condemnation,  none  of  his 
friends,  nor  any  of  thole  who  had  warmly  en- 
gaged in  his  defence,  gave  him  the  leail  intima- 
tion of  what  was  palling  again  ft  him,  till  he  was 
actually  feized  and  in  the  hands  of  juftice. 

Monfieur  Amelot  computes,  that  in  his  time 
there  were  two  thoufand  five  hundred  nobles 
who  had  voices  in  the  great  council  •,  but  our 
author  was  told,  that  they  did  not  now  exceed  one 
thoufand  five  hundred.  However,  each  of  thefe 
think  themfelves  equal  at  lead  to  the  electors  of 
the  empire,  and  but  one  degree  below  Kings. 

The  nobility  fprcads  equally  through  all  the 
brothers,  and  they  generally  thruft  the  females  of 
their  families  into  convents,  the  better  to  pre- 
ferve  their  eftates.  Hence  the  Venetian  Nuns 
are  famous  for  the  liberties  they  allow  them- 
felves. They  have  operas  within  their  own  walls, 
and  if  they  are  not  much  mifreprefented,  often 
go  out  of  their  bounds  to  meet  their  admirers. 

The  principal  diverfion  at  Venice  during 
the  carnival,  as  well  as  on  other  extraordi- 
nary occailons,  is  malking ;  for  though  the 
Venetians  are  naturally  grave,  they  love  to 
indulge  themfelves  in  the  pleafing  fooleries  of 
fuch  leafons,  when  under  a  drfguife;  and  indeed 
they  are  in  fome  degree  obliged  to  find  out  fuch 
diverfions  as  may  agree  with  their  Situation,  and 
fupply  the  place  of  other  plealures  which  are 
frequent  on  the  continent. 

.  Many  a  love-adventure  arifes  from  thefe  dif- 
guiles  ;  and  there  is  fomething  more  intriguing 
in  the  amours  of  Venice  than  in  thole  of  other 
countries.  Operas  are  another  principal  enter- 
tainment at  this  feafon  ;  but  though  the  mufic 
of  thein  is  exceedingly  good,  the  poetry  is  ge- 
nerally moft  execrably  bad. 

The  comedies  of  Venice,  as  in  all  other  parts 
of  Italy,  are  very  paltry  pieces,  and  more  lewd 
than  thofe  of  other  countries  •,  for  their  poets 
having  no  idea  of  genteel  comedy,  they  fall  into 
the  filthieft  double  meanings,  as  often  as  they  at- 
tempt to  make  the  audience  merry  :   but  no  part 


is  fo  wretched  as  that  of  the  fine  gentleman, 
when  converfing  with  his  miftrefs  :  for  then  the 
whole  dialogue  is  an  infipid  mixture  of  pedantry 
and  romance.  It  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  that 
the  poets  of  fo  referved  and  jealous  a  nation 
mould  fail  in  fuch  converfations  on  the  ftage, 
where  there  are  no  patterns  in  nature.  There 
are  four  Handing  characters  which  regularly  en- 
ter into  every  piece  that  is  acted  :  thefe  are  the 
Doctor,  Harlequin,  Pantaloon  and  Coviello  : 
the  dodlor  is  a  perfect  pedant,  who  with  a  deep 
voice,  and  magifterial  air,  breaks  in  upon  con- 
verfation  ;  backs  every  thing  he  fays  with  quo- 
tations out  of  Galen,  Hippocrates,  Plato,  Virgil, 
or  any  other  author  ;  and  all  anfwers  from  his 
companions  are  confidered  by  him  as  imperti- 
nences or  interruptions. 

Harlequin's  part  is  made  up  of  abfurdities  and 
blunders,  he  miftakes  one  name  for  another,  for- 
gets his  errand,  Humbles  over  queens,  and  runs 
his  head  againft  every  poll  that  Hands  in  his 
way  ;  and  all  this  is  attended  with  fomething  fo 
comical  in  his  voice  and  geftures,  that  a  perfon 
fenfible  of  the  folly  of  the  part,  can  fcarcely  for- 
bear being  plealed  with  it.  Pantaloon  is  com- 
monly an  old  cully,  and  Coviello,  a  fharper. 

Among  the  feveral  Ihews  that  are  annually  ex- 
hibited, there  is  one  performed  on  Holy  Thurs- 
day, which  is  peculiar  to  the  Venetians.  A  fet 
of  artizans,  by  the  help  of  feveral  poles  laid 
acrofs  each  others  fhoulders,  build  themfelves 
up  into  a  kind  of  pyramid,  fo  that  there  is  feen 
a  pile  of  men  in  the  air  of  four  or  five  rows  ri- 
fing  one  above  another,  and  yet  the  weight  is  fo 
equally  diftributed,  that  every  man  is  able  to 
bear  his  part  of  it. 

The  ftories,  if  they  may  be  fo  called,  grow 
lefs  and  lefs  in  proportion  as  they  advance 
higher,  till  a  little  boy  reprefents  the  point  of 
the  pyramid,  who,  after  Handing  thus  a  fhort 
time,  leaps  with  great  dexterity  into  the  arms  of 
one  who  catches  him  at  the  bottom  ;  and  in  the 
fame  manner  the  whole  edifice  falls  to  pieces  : 
however,  the  ancient  Romans  practifed  the  fame 
trick. 


CHAP. 


II. 


Mr.  Addifon  advances  to  Ferrara,  Ravenna,  and  Rimini ;  he  vijits  the  little  Republic  of 
St.  Marino,  a  particular  defcription  of  which  is  given  ;  our  author  vifits  Lorett-o,  front 
whence  he  proceeds  to  Rome  ;  an  account  of  the  catarac~l  of  the  river  Velino;  defcription  of 
the  various  fcenes  Mr.  Addifon  pajfed  through  on  the  road;  a  port  defcription  of  St.  Pe-* 
icrs  church,  and  the  Rotunda  at  Rome;  refections  on  the  poverty  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  adjacent  country* 


OUR  author  took  a  bark  at  Venice,  and 
failed  to  Ferrara  ;  and  in  his  way  observ- 
ed feveral  mouths  of  the  Po,  which  dif- 
charged  themfelves  into  the  Adriatic. 

Ferrara  is  a  large  place,    but  very  thin  of  in- 
habitants :  the  ilreets  are  long,  broad,  regular, 
and  extremely  beautiful  :  the  fineft  convent  in 
the   place  belongs   to  the   benedi&ines,  in  the 
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church  of  which  they  fhew  the  monument  of 
Ariofto. 

Though  Ferrara  has  a  citadel,  and  is  furround- 
ed  by  fomething  like  a  fortification,  yet  it  would 
require  more  foldiers  to  defend  it  than  the  Pope 
has  in  all  his  dominions. 

From  hence  our  author  proceeded  down  a 
branch  of  the  Po  as  far  as   Alberto,  within  ten 
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miles  of  Ravenna  ;  all  which  fpace  is  miferably 
uncultivated,  till  coming  near  Ravenna,  the  foil 
is  rendered  exceedingly  fruitful,  and  fhews  what 
a  great  part  of  the  reft  might  be,  if  there  were 
hands  fufficient  to  manage  it  to  the  beft  advan- 


tage 


It  is  at  prefent  very  mariby,  and  moftly  over- 
grown with  rufties  on  both  fides  the  river,  which 
made  our  author  imagine  that  it  was  once  float- 
ed by  the  fea,  which  lies  within  four  miles  of  it •, 
and  in  this  opinion  he  was  confirmed  by  feeing 
Ravenna  almoft  at  the  fame  diftance  from  the 
Adriatic,  though  it  was  formerly  the  moft  fa- 
mous of  all  the  Roman  ports,  and  is  reprefented 
by  the  old  Geographers,  as  fituated  among  {hal- 
lows and  marines.  The  place  fhewn  for  the 
haven  is  on  a  level  with  the  city,  and  has  proba- 
bly been  flopped  up  by  the  heaps  of  fand  thrown 
into  it  by  the  fea  :  for  all  the  foil  on  that  fide 
of  Ravenna  has  been  infenfibly  left  there  by  the 
fea's  difcharging  itfelf  upon  it  for  many  ages. 

The  remains  of  the  Pharos,  which  fland  a- 
bout  three  miles  from  the  fea,  and  two  from  the 
city,  have  their  foundations  covered  with  earth 
for  fome  yards.  It  was  a  fquare  tower  of  about 
twelve  yards  in  breadth,  as  appears  from  the 
part  which  yet  remains  entire  •,  lb  that  its  height, 
to  have  preserved  a  proportion,  muft  have  been 
very  confiderable. 

On  the  other  fide  of  the  city,  where  the  fea  is 
fuppofed  to  have  formerly  flowed,  is  a  little 
church  called  the  Rotunda,  at  the  entrance  of 
which  is  a  fquare  piece  of  marble,  that  fhews  it 
to  have  been  a  little  Pagan  monument  of  two 
perfons  who  were  fhipwrecked,  perhaps  in  the 
very  place  where  this  monument  now  ftands. 
The  chancel  of  the  church  is  vaulted  with  a  An- 
gle ftone  four  feet  in  thicknefs,  and  one  hundred 
and  fourteen  in  circumference. 

On  the  outfide  of  this  cupola  there  ftood  a 
great  tomb  of  porphyry,  and  the  ftatues  of  the 
twelve  apoftles  •,  but  in  the  war  carried  on  in 
Italy  by  Lewis  XII.  the  tomb  was  broken  in 
pieces  by  a  cannon  ball,  and,  perhaps,  the  fame 
blow  made  the  flaw  in  the  cupola,  though  the 
inhabitants  fay  that  it  was  cracked  by  thunder, 
which  deftroyed  the  fon  of  one  of  their  Gothic 
princes,  who  having  been  foretold  what  kind  of 
death  he  was  to  die,  took  fheker  under  it  to  lave 
himfelf. 

Mr.  Addifon  afked  an  abbot  that  was  in  the 
church,  what  was  the  name  of  this  gothic  prince-, 
When  after  a  little  recollection,  he  laid  he 
could  not  tell  precifely  •,  but  he  thought  it  was 
one  Julius  Csefar. Amazing  ignorance  ! 

In  the  convent  of  Theatines,  they  Ihow  ?  lit- 
tle window  in  the  church,  through  which  the 
Holy  Ghoft  is  faid  to  have  entered  in  the  form 
of  a  dove,  and  to  have  fettled  on  one  of  the 
candidates  for  the  bifhoprick.  There  is  a  re- 
prefentation  of  this  dove  in  the  window,  and  in 
ieveral  other  places  in  the  church  ;  and  it  is  in 
high  reputation  all  over  Italy. 

There  is  a  brafs  ftatue  of  Alexander  VII.  in 
the  large  fquare  of  the  town,  which  is  in  the 
fame  poflure  in  which  the  figure  of  a  Pope  is 
always  reprefented  :  his  arm  being  extended,  as 
if  blefiing  the  people. 


On  a  high  pillar  in  another  fquare,  is  placed 
the  ftatue  of  the  blefled  Virgin,  drefled  like  a 
queen,  with  a  crown  upon  her  head,  and  a  fecp- 
tre  in  her  hand,  in  gratitude  for  her  having  de- 
livered the  town  from  a  raging  peftilence. 

The  cuftom  of  crowning  the  Virgin  Mary 
prevails  fo  much  among  the  Italians,  that  there 
is  often  feen  in  their  churches  a  little  tinfel 
crown,  or,  perhaps,  a  circle  of  ftars  glued  to  the 
canvas  over  the  head  of  the  figure,  by  which  a 
good  picture  is  fometimes  fpoiled. 

Our  author  travelled  from  Ravenna  to  Ri- 
mini, paffing  by  the  way  of  the  Rubicon,  now 
called  the  Pifatello,  a  river  that  is  not  fo  very 
contemptible  as  it  is  generally  reprefented. 

Pvimini  has  nothing  modern  to  boaft  of.  Its 
antiquities  are  a  triumphal  arch  railed  by  An- 
guftus,  which  makes  a  noble  gate  to  the  town  -T 
the  ruins  of  an  amphitheatre  ;  a  marble  bridge 
of  five  arches,  built  by  Auguftus  and  Tiberius, 
and  the  Suggcftum,  on  which  Julius  Csefar  is 
laid  to  have  harrangued  his  army  after  las  hav- 
ing pafled  the  Rubicon.  It  is  built  of  hewn 
flone,  like  the  pedeftal  of  a  pillar  ;  but  fome- 
thing  higher  than  ordinary,  and  is  but  juft  broad 
enough  for  one  man  to  ftand  upon  it. 

At  the  diftance  of  twelve  miles  from  Rimini 
ftands  the  little  republic  of  St.  Marino,  which 
though  it  lies  out  of  the  common  road  of  tra- 
vellers, and  has  exceflively  bad  ways  to  it,  our 
author  could  not  forbear  vifiting,  in  order  to  en- 
joy the  pleafure  of  feeing  fomething  in  it  more 
fingular  than  can  be  found  in  great  govern- 
ments. 

The  town  and  little  republic  of  St.  Marino 
ftands  on  the  fummit  of  a  very  high  and  craggy 
mountain,  where  it  is  generally  hid  among  the 
clouds,  and  when  Mr.  Addifon  law  it,  lay  under 
the  fnow,  though  it  was  clear  and  warm  weather 
in  all  the  country  around  it.  Our  author  could 
not  hear  of  a  fpring  or  fountain  in  the  whole 
dominion  ;  but  the  people  are  well  provided 
with  large  cifterns  and  refervoirs  of  rain  and 
fnow-water. 

The  wines  that  grow  on  the  fides  of  this 
mountain  are  extremely  good,  and  much  better 
than  any  on  the  cold  fide  of  the  Appennines,  and 
thefe  are  depofited  in  cellais,  molt  of  which  have 
a  natural  advantage,  which  in  the  hotteft  fea- 
ions  renders  them  extremely  cool  ;  for  in  the 
fides  of  them  there  are  hollow  deep  holes  that 
run  into  the  hollows  of  the  hill,  whence  there 
conftantly  iffues  a  breathing  kind  of  vapour,  fo 
very  chilling  in  the  fummer  time,  that  a  perfon 
can  fcarcely  bear  his  hand  in  the  wind  of  them. 

The  whole  extent  of  thefe  dominions  includes, 
no  more  than  this  mountain,  and  a  few  hillocks 
fcattered  about  the  bottom  of  it.  They  have 
what  are  called  three  caftles,  five  churches,  and 
thiee  convents,  and  reckon  about  five  thoufand 
perfons  in  their  community. 

The  following  account  of  the  original  of  this 
little  republic,  is  given  both  by  its  inhabitants, 
and  by  the  hiftorians  who  mention  it. — St.  Ma- 
rino, by  birdi  a  Dalmatian,  and  by  trade  a 
mafon,  was  employed  above  thirteen  hundred 
years  ago  in  the  reparation  of  Rimini,  and  hav^ 
ing  finilhed  his   work,  retired  to    this   folitary 
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mountain,  finding  it  very  proper  for  the  life  of 


a  hermit,  which  he  led  in  the  greateit  rigours 
and  aufterities  of  religion.  He  had  not  been 
long  here  befoie  he  wrought  a  reputed  miracle, 
which,  joined  with  his  extraordinary  fanctity, 
gained  him  inch  efteem,  that  the  princefs  of  the 
country  made  him  a  prefent  of  the  mountain,  to 
difpofe  of  it  as  he  thought  proper. 

His  reputation  occafioned  its  being  foon  peo- 
pled, and  gave  rife  to  the  republic,  which  calls 
itfelf  after  his  name  ;  fo.  that  the  commonwealth 
of  Marino  may  at  leaft  boaft  of  a  nobler  original 
than  that  of  Rome  :  the  one  having  been  at  firft 
an  afylum  for  robbers  and  murderers,  and  the 
other  a  relbrt  of  perfons  eminent  for  their  piety. 
To  this  Saint  the  beft  of  their  churches  is  de- 
dicated, and  there  his  afhes  are  depofited.  His 
ftatue  ftands  over  the  high  altar,  holding  in  its 
hands  a  mountain  crowned  with  three  caftles, 
which  are  alio  the  arms  of  the  commonwealth  : 
to  his  protection  they  attribute  the  long  duration 
of  their  (late,  and  confider  him  as  the  greater! 
Saint  next  the  blefled  Virgin  •,  and  fo  high  is 
their  veneration  for  him,  that  by  a  law  in  their 
ftatute-book,  fuch  as  fpeak  difrefpectfully  or 
him  are  to  be  punifhed  in  the  fame  manner  as 
thofe  who  are  convicted  of  blafphemy. 

This  inconfiderable  republic  has  lafted  thir- 
teen hundred  years,  in  which  time  all  the  other 
ftates  of  Italy  have  frequently  changed  their 
matters,  and  forms  of  government.  Their 
whole  hiftory  is  comprifed  in  two  purchafes 
made  of  a  neighbouring  Prince,  and  in  a  war  in 
which  they  affifted  the  Pope  againit  the  lord  of 
Rimini. 

In  the  year  uoo  they  bought  a  caftle  in  the 
neighbourhood,  and  another  in  the  year  1170. 
The  papers  of  the  conditions  are  preferved  in 
their  archives,  and  it  is  very  remarkable  that 
the  name  of  the  agent  for  the  commonwealth,  or 
the  feller,  of  the  notary  and  the  witneffes,  are 
the'fame  in  both  the  inftruments,  though  drawn 
up  at  feventy  years  diftance  from  each  other, 
which  cannot  proceed  from  a  miftake  in  the 
date,  becaufe  the  names  of  the  popes  and  em- 
perors, with  the  year  of  their  reipective  reigns 
are  fet  down  in  both. 

About  two  hundred  and  ninety  years  after 
this,  they  affifted  Pope  Pius  the  fecond  againit 
Malatefta,  Lord  of  Rimini,  and  having  helped 
to  conquer  him,  received  from  the  pope  four 
little  caftles,  as  a  reward  for  their  affiftance. 

This  they  repreftnt  as  the  flourifhing  time  of 
their  commonwealth,  when  their  dominions 
reached  half  way  up  a  neighbouring  hill  ;  but 
they  are  now  reduced  to  their  ancient  limits. 

It  is  probable  that  if  they  were  attacked, 
they  would  fell  their  liberties  at  a  dear  rate  •,  tor 
there  is  but  one  road  to  climb  up  to  them,  and 
they  have  a  very  fevere  law  againit  any  of  their 
own  people  that  enters  the  town  by  another  path, 
left  a  new  one  fhould  be  worn  on  the  fides  of 
their  mountain  :  belides  which,  all  who  are  ca- 
pable of  bearing  arms  are  exercifed,  and  are 
ready  at  a  moment's  call. 

Formerly  the  fovereign  power  was  lodged  in 
what  they  called  the  Arengo,  a  great  council, 
in  which  every  houfe  had  its  reprefentative  :  but 


too  much  confufion  arifing  from  fuch  a  multi- 
tude of  ftatefmen,  they  devolved  their  whole 
authority  into  the  hands  of  the  council  of  fixty. 

In  cafes  of  great  importance  the  Arengo  is 
itill  aflembled  •,  and  if  after  due  fummons  any 
member  abfents  himfelf,  he  is  fined  to  the  a- 
mount  of  about  a  penny  Englifh,  which  the  fta- 
tute  fays  he  fhall  pay,  "  Sine  aliqua  diminutione 
aut   gratia," "  Without  diminution  or   fa- 


vour. 


In  the  common  courfe  of  government  the 
council  of  fixty,  (which  notwithftanding  the 
name,  confifts  only  of  forty  perfons)  has  the  ad- 
miniftration  of  affairs.  They  are  made  up  half 
out  of  the  noble  families,  and  half  out  of  the 
Plebeians,  but  are  not  admitted  till  they  are 
twenty-five  years  of  age.  Thefe  decide  every 
thing  by  balloting,  and  chufe  the  officers  of  the 
commonwealth. 

They  thus  far  agree  with  the  great  council 
of  Venice,  but  enjoy  a  much  more  extenfive 
power ;  for  no  fentence  can  ftand  that  is  not 
confirmed  by  two  thirds  of  this  council,  into 
which  no  perfon  can  be  admitted  during  the  life 
of  his  father,  nor  two  be  in  it  of  the  fame  fami- 
ly, nor  any  one  enter  but  by  election. 

The  chief  officers  of  the  commonwealth  are 
the  two  Capitaneos,  whofe  power  refembles  that 
of  the  old  Roman  confuls  ;  but  they  are  chofen 
every  fix  months.  Some  have  ferved  this  office 
fix  or  leven  times,  but  the  fame  perfon  never 
enjoys  it  twice  fucceflively. 

The  third  officer  is  a  commiffary,  who  judges 
in  all  civil  and  criminal  affairs  ;  but  as  the  many 
alliances,  intermarriages,  and  friendfhips,  and 
alio  perfonal  feuds,  and  animofities,  might,  in 
fo  fmall  a  ftate,  obftruct  the  courfe  ofjuftice, 
if  this  office  was  in  the  hands  of  one  of  their  own 
number,  the  commiffary  is  always  a  foreigner, 
who  is  chofen  for  three  years,  and  maintained 
out  of  the  public  ftock.  He  muft  be  a  Doctor 
of  law,  and  a  man  of  known  integrity  :  he  is 
joined  in  commiffion  with  the  Capitaneos,  and 
acts  much  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  Recorder 
of  London  under  the  Lord  Mayor. 

Thus  the  commonwealth  of  Genoa,  while 
that  republic  was  divided  by  the  Guelphs  and 
Gibbehnes,  was  obliged  to  make  ufe  of  a  fo- 
reign judge. 

The  Phyfician  is  the  fourth  man  in  the  ftate, 
and  he  muft  alio  be  a  ltranger  :  he  is  main- 
tained at  the  public  expence,  and  is  obliged  to 
keep  a  horfe  to  vifit  the  fick,  and  to  infpect  all 
the  drugs  that  are  imported. 

He  muft  be  full  thirty-five  years  of  age,  a 
doctor  of  the  faculty,  and  of  fingular  honefty 
and  piety,  that  the  commonwealth  may  not  be 
depopulated  by  his  rafhnefs  or  ignorance  •,  and 
he  is  elected  only  for  three  years,  that  they  may 
not  long  fuffer  by  having  made  a  bad  choice. 

The  fchoolmafter  is  another  member  of  this 
republic  who  makes  no  contemptible  figure  ; 
and  almoft  every  perfon  in  the  place  has  fome 
degree  of  learning. 

The  ftatutes  of  the  republic  are  printed  in 
one  volume  in  folio,  and  in  the  chapter  reflec- 
ting public  minifters  it  is  laid,  that  when  an  am- 
baflador  is  difpatched  from  the  republic  to  any 
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foreign  State,  he  fhall  be  allowed  out  of  the  trea- 
sury to  che  value  or  a  lhilling  a  day. 

The  inhabitants  of  St.  Marino  are  efteemed 
very  honeft  ani  rigorous  in  the  execution  of  juf- 
tice  ;  and  they  appear  to  enjoy  more  happinels 
and  content  among  their  rocks  and  fnows,  than 
others  of  the  Italians  in  the  pleaiantefl  vales  in 
the  univerfe  :  in  a  word,  nothing  can  more 
clearly  evince  the  natural  love  or  mankind  tor 
liberty,  and  their  averfion  to  arbitrary  govern- 
ment, than  fuch  a  lavage  mountain  being  cover- 
ed with  people,  while  in  the  lame  country,  the 
Campania  of  Rome  is  almoft  detlitute  of  inha- 
bitants. 

In  pafllng  from  Rimini  to  Loretto,  the  moft 
remarkable  towns  are  Peiaro,  Fano,  Senigallia, 
and  Ancona.  Fano,  which  received  its  name 
from  the  fane  or  temple  of  Fortune,  that  flood 
in  it,  has  a  triumphal  arch  erected  to  Auguflus  ; 
but  though  it  is  very  much  defaced  by  time,  the 
plan  of  it  as  it  flood  entire,  with  all  its  infcrip- 
tions,  is  neatly  cut  upon  the  wall  of  a  neighbour- 
ing building. 

In  each  of  thefe  towns  is  a  beautiful  marble 
fountain,  where  the  water  runs  continually  thro' 
Several  little  Spouts,  which  look  very  agreeable 
in  thefe  hot  countries,  and  give  a  refreshing 
coolnefs  to  the  air  about  them  :  that  of  Peiaro  is 
handfomely  defigned. 

On  Mr.  Addifon's  arrival  at  Loretto,  he  in- 
quired for  the  Englifh  Jefuits  lodgings,,  and  on 
the  flair-cafe  that  leads  to  them,  faw  Several  pic- 
tures of  fuch  as  had  been  executed  inEngland:  as 
the  two  Gametts,  Old-Corn,  and  thirty  others  : 
but  whatever  were  their  crimes,  the  inscriptions 
fay  they  Suffered  for  their  religion  ;  and  fome  of 
them  are  reprefented  as  enduring  luch  tortures 
as  were  never  uled  in  Great  Britain.  Thofe  who 
fuffered  in  1 679  are  placed  by  themfclves,  and 
a  knife  is  fluck  in  the  bofom  of  each  figure,  to 
denote  that  they  were  quartered. 

The  riches  in  the  holy  houfe  and  treafury  are 
immenfe,  and  as  much  furpafTed  our  author's 
expectations,  as  other  fights  generally  fell  fhort 
of  them.  In  thefe  places  filver  can  fcarce  find 
admiffion,  and  gold  itlelf  looks  but  poorly,  a- 
midft  fuch  an  amazing  profufion  of  precious 
Stones.  If  the  devotions  of  its  princci  continues 
iri  its  prefent  fervour,  in  a  few  ages  more  there 
will  be  here  the  jewels  of  the  greatefl  value  in 
Europe. 

It  has  been  matter  of  furprize  that  this  trea- 
fury is  not  attacked  by  the  Turks,  as  it  is  lb 
weakly  guarded,  and  lies  fo  near  the  fea-fhore  ; 
but  they  have  formerly  attempted  it  without  fuc- 
cefs,  and  the  Venetians  keep  too  watchful  an 
eye  over  them  to  fuffer  them  to  enter  the  Adri- 
atic. 

This  place,  however,  might  be  eafily  Sur- 
mized by  a  chriflian  prince  who  has  Ships  that 
pafs  to  and  fro  without  lufpicion  •,  especially  if 
he  had  a  party  in  the  town,  to  Secure  one  of  the 
gates,  in  the  difguife  of  Pilgrims  ;  for  it  is  com- 
monly reported  that  there  are  one  hundred  thou- 
sand of  them  fometime.s  there  in  a  day  ;  but  a 
Veneration  for  the  houfe,  and  the  horror  of  an 
actum  that  would  raife  the  refentment  of  all 
the  Catholic  princes   in   Europe,  will  probably 


be  as  great  a  fecurity  to  the  place,  as  the  flrong- 
efl  fortification.  It  is  extremely  furprifing  to 
fee  fuch  an  immenfe  quantity  of  wealth  lie  dead 
and  ufclefs  in  the  midSt  of  fuch  poverty  and  mi- 
fery  as  here  reign  on  all  fides.  The  Pope  would, 
doubtlefs,  make  ufe  of  thefe  treafures,  which 
may  be  confidered  as  the  hidden  referves  and 
magazines  of  the  church  in  cafes  of  the  utmofl 
extremity,  and  her  lafl  defence  and  preferva- 
tion  •,  but  if  all  this  wealth  was  turned  into  cur- 
rent coin,  and  employed  in  commerce,  it  would 
make  Italy  the  mofl  flourishing  country  in  Eu- 
rope. 

The  cafe  of  the  Holy  Houfe  is  nobly  defigned 
and  executed  by  the  great  maflers  of  Italy,  who 
flourished  about  one  hundred  years  ago.  The 
Statues  of  the  Sybils  are  finely  wrought,  each  of 
them  in  a  different  air  ar.d  poflure,  as  are  alfo 
thofe  of  the  Prophets  underneath  them.  The 
roof  of  the  Treafury  is  painted  with  the  fame 
kind  of  device.  At  the  upper  end  of  it  there 
Stands  a  large  crucifix  very  much  cflcemed. 

Our  Saviour  is  reprefented  upon  it  in  the  lafl 
agonies  of  death,  and  amid  ft  all  the  ghaftlinefs 
of  the  vifage,  it  has  Something  in  it  extremely 
amiable. 

The  gates  of  the  church  are  faid  to  be  of 
Corinthian  brafs,  and  have  many  Scripture  Sto- 
ries wrought  upon  them  in  baffo  relievo.  The 
Pope's  Statue,  and  the  fountain  by  it,  would 
make  a  noble  fhew  in  a  place  leSs  adorned  with 
fo  many  other  excellent  pieces  of  art.  The  fpi- 
cery  •,  the  cellar  and  its  furniture  ■,  the  great  re- 
venues of  the  convent,  and  the  Story  of  the  holy 
houfe,  are  (fays  our  author)  too  well  known  to 
be  here  particularly  mentioned. 

Mr.  Addifon,  in  his  way  from  Loretto  to 
Rome,  paSTed  through  Recanati,  Marcerata, 
Tolentino,  and  Poligni  ;  in  the  lafl  of  which 
places  is  a  convent  of  nuns,  called  La  Cornelia, 
which  has  in  its  church  a  mofl  admirable  Ma- 
donna, the  production  of  the  immortal  Ra- 
phael. 

At  Spcletto,  the  next  tewn  on  the  road,  are 
Several  antiquities,  the  mofl  remarkable  of  which 
is  an  aqueduct  of  a  Gothic  ftructure,  for  convey- 
ing water  from  mount  St.  Francis  to  Spoletto, 
which  for  height  has  not  its  equal  in  Europe  ■> 
being  reckoned  two  hundred  and  thirty  yards 
from  the  foundation  of  the  loweft  arch  to  the 
top. 

Our  author,  in  his  way  from  hence  to  Terni, 
faw  the  river  Clitumnns,  fo  celebrated  by  the 
poets  for  making  the  cattle  white  that  drink  its 
waters.  This  opinion  is  fiill  entertained  by  the 
inhabitants,  and  feems  to  be  confirmed  by  their 
having  many  oxen  of  a  whitiih  colour.  It  is 
probable  this  breed  was  firft  brought  to  the 
country,  and  continuing  IT  ill  the  Same  Species, 
the  inhabitants  impute  it  to  a  wrong  cauSe  :  for 
they  might  as  well  fancy  that  their  hogs  turn 
black  for  fome  fuch  reafon,  as  there  are  none  of 
any  other  breed  in  Italy. 

Our  author  now  went  out  of  his  way  to  fee 
the  famous  cataract  mentioned  by  Virgii,  about 
three  miles  from  Terni,  formed  by  the  fall  of 
the  river  Velino. 

The  channel  of  this  river  lies  very  high,  and 
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is  on  all  fides  fhaded  by  a  green  foreft  made  up 
of  leveral  kinds  of  trees  that  preferve  their  ver- 
dure all  the  year,  and  with  thefe  the  neighbour- 
ing mountains  are  covered.  The  river  runs  ex- 
tremely rapid  before  its  fall,  and  then  rufhej  down 
a  precipice  of  one  hundred  yards  in  height, 
throwing  itlelf  into  the  hollow  reck,  which  has 
been  probably  worn  with  l'uch  a  conftant  fall  of 
water. 

It  is  impoffible  to  fee  the  bottom  on  which  it 
breaks,  on  account  of  the  thicknefs  of  the  mi  ft 
that  riles  from  it,  which  at  a  diltance  looks  like 
clouds  of  fmoke  afcending  from  a  vaft  furnace, 
and  diftils  in  perpetual  rains  on  all  the   places 
that  lie  near  it.     The  river,  after  having  found 
its  way  out  from  among  the  rocks  where  it  falls, 
runs  into  the  Nera  :   the  channel  of  this  laft  ri- 
ver is  white  with  rocks,  and  the  furfaqe   for   a 
ccnhderable   diftance  covered    with    froth   and 
bubbles,  from  its    running  all   along   upon  the 
fret,  and  its  ftill  breaking  againft  the  ftones  that 
oppofe  its  pailage. 

From  this  river,  our  author  proceeded  to  ano- 
ther, called  Narni,  but  faw  nothing  remarkable 
there  except  Auguftus's  bridge,  which  ftands 
halt  a  mile  from  the  town,  and  is  one  of  the 
ilatelieft  ruins  in  Italy  •,  for  though  it  has  no 
cement,  it  looks  as  firm  as  one  entire  ftone. 

One  of  the  arches  was  unbroken,  and  was  the 
broadeft  he  had  ever  feen,  tho'  its  great  height 
prevented  its  appearing  fo.  The  middle  one 
was  ftill  much  broader.  I  hey  joined  two  moun- 
tains together,  and,  doubtlefs,  belonged  to  the 
bridge  of  Narni,  mentioned  by  Mai  rial,  though 
Mr.  Ray  imagines  that  they  are  the  remains  of 
an  aqueduct. 

Our  ingenious  author  tells  us,  that  the  fa- 
tigue he  felt  in  crofting  the  Appenines,  and  in 
his  whole  journey  from  Loretto  to  Rome,  was 
very  agreeably  relieved  by  the  variety  of  fcenes 
he  palled  through.  Not  to  mention  the  rude 
prolpedt  of  rocks  rifing  above  each  other  ;  the 
deep  gutters  worn  in  their  fides  by  torrents  of 
rain  and  melted  fnow,  or  the  long  channels  of 
land  that  wind  about  their  bottoms,  which  are 
fometimes  filled  with  fo  many  rivers  ;  our  au- 
thor faw  in  the  courfe  of  fix  days  travelling,  the 
leveral  feafons  of  the  year  in  their  utmoft  beauty 
and  perfection. 

Sometimes  he  was  fhivering  on  the  top  of  a 
bleak  mountain,  and  foon  after  bafking  in  a 
warm  valley  covered  with  violets,  and  lunound- 
ed  with  almond-trees  inbloffom,  the  bees  alrea- 
dy fwarming  over  them,  though  but  in  the 
month  of  February. 

Sometimes  the  road  led  through  groves  of 
olives,  or  by  gardens  of  oranges,  or  into  feveral 
hollow  apartments  among  the  rocks  and  moun- 
tains, that  refembled  fo  many  natural  green- 
houfes,  from  their  being  always  fhaded  svith  a 
great  variety  of  trees  and  fhrubs,  that  always 
retain  their  verdure. 

When  Mr.  Addifon  arrived  at  Rome,  he  took 
a  view  of  St.  Peter's,  and  the  Rotunda,  leaving 


*  This  is  exactly  the  cafe  with  refpect  to  St.  Paul's 
cathedral    in  London,  the   cupola  of  which   was  not 
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the  reft  till  his  return  from  Naples. — Sr.  Peter's 
fcldom  anfwers  the  expectation  of  the  traveller 
on  his  firft  entering  it ;  but  infenfibly  enlarges 
itfelf  on  all  fides,  and  every  moment  mends  up- 
on the  eye. 

The  proportions  are  fo  nicely  obferved,  that 
nothing  appears  diftinguifhed  above  the  reft, 
and  it  feems  neither  extremely  high,  nor  long, 
nor  broad  ;  becaufe  it  is  all  of  them  in  a  jult 
equality.  On  the  contrary,  in  our  Gothic  ca- 
thedrals, the  narrownefs  of  the  arch  makes  it 
rife  in  height  or  run  out  in  length.  The  lownel i 
frequently  opens  it  in  breadth,  or  a  defect  in 
fome  other  particular  makes  a  fingle  part  appear 
in  great  perfection. 

Though  every  thing  in  this  church  is  admira- 
ble, the  moft  aftonifhing  part  of  it  is  the  cupola* 
It  is  not  eafy  to  conceive  a  more  glorious  ihew 
in  aichitecTure  than  what  a  man  meets  with 
when  he  ftands  under  the  dome.  If  he  looks 
upward,  he  is  aftcnifhed  at  the  fpacious  hollow, 
and  has  a  vault  on  every  fide  of  him,  that  affords 
one  of  the  beautifullcft  viltos  that  the  eye  can 
pofiibly  pals  through. 

Upon  Mr.  Addifon's  going  to  the  top  of  it, 
he  was  furprifed  to  fir-d  that  the  dome  feen  in  the 
church  is  not  the  fame  with  that  feen  without 
doors  ;  the  laft  being  a  kind  of  cafe  to  the  other, 
the  ftairs  lying  between  them  both,  by  -which 
perfons  afcend  into  the  ball.* 

He  went  next  to  fee  the  Rotunda  which  is  fo 
much  changed  from  the  ancient  Pantheon  as  de- 
fcribed  by  Pliny,  that  fome  have  imagined  that 
it  is  not  the  fame  temple  •,  but  Fontana  has  ful- 
ly fatisfied  the  world  in  this  particular,  and 
fhown  how  the  ancient  figure  and  ornaments  of 
the  Pantheon  have  been  changed  into  what  they 
are  at  prefent. 

The  profefied  admirers  of  the  ancients  find 
abundance  of  chimerical  beauties  in  this  ftruc- 
ture,  which  the  architects  themfelves  never 
thought  of ;  as  one  of  the  moft  famous  of  the 
moderns  in  that  art  tells  us,  the  hole  in  the 
roof  of  the  Rotunda  is  fo  admirably  contrived, 
that  it  makes  thofe  who  are  in  the  temple  look 
like  angels,  by  diffufing  the  light  equally  on  all 
fides  of  the  m. 

On  the  fides  of  all  the  old  highways  that  lead 
from  Rome,  there  are  feveral  little  ruins  •,  for 
the  ancient  Romans  generally  interred  their  dead 
near  the  great  roads,  and  none  were  buried  with- 
in the  walls  of  the  city,  but  a  few  perfens  of  very 
high  quality. 

Our  author  fays,  that  in  parting  from  Rome 
to  Naples,  he  found  nothing  fo  remarkable  as 
the  beauty  of  the  country,  and  the  extreme  po- 
verty of  its  inhabitants.  The  prefent  defolation 
of  Italy  is  indeed  furprifing,  when  we  confider 
the  incredible  multitudes  of  people  with  which 
it  abounded  during  the  reigns  of  the  Roman 
emperors  ;  and  notwithftanding  the  removal  of 
the  imperial  feat,  the  irruptions  of  barbarous 
nations,  and  the  civil  wars  in  which  it  has  been 
involved,  one  can  fcarcely  imagine  how  fo  fer- 


built  till  feveral  vears  after  Mr.  Addifon  travelled  into 
Italy. 
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tile,  a  foil  fhould  become  fo  miferably  depopula- 
ted ;  for  by  a  very  moderate  computation,  there 
were  tiioie  inhabitants  in  the  Campania  of  old 
Rome,  than  are  now  in  all  Italy. 

This  defolation  is  no  where  more  vifible  than 
in  the  territories  of  the  Pope  •,  and  yet  feveral 
irafons  might  induce  a:  man  to  expect  that  thefe 
dominions  would  be  the  beft  regulated,  and  the 
molt  flourifhing  of  any  in  Europe. 

Their  Prince  is  in  general  a  perion  of  learn- 
ing and  virtue,  mature  in  years  and  experience, 
who  has  feldom  any  pleafure  to  gratify  at  his 
people's  expence,  and  is  neither  incumbered 
with  a  wife,  children  or  miftrefs  ;  and  the  fanc- 
tity  of  his  character  ought  to  oblige  him  in  a 
more  particular  manner  to  conlult  the  good 
and  happinefs  of  mankind.  The  direction  of 
church  and  ftate  being  lodged  entirely  in  his 
hands,  his  government  is  free  from  thofe  prin- 
ciples of  faftion,  that  are  mixed  in  the  compofi- 
tion  of  moll:  others  :  his  fubjects  are  more  at  his 
ciiipofal  than  thofe  of  the  mod  abiolute  govern- 
ment, fince  they  hs.ve  a  higher  veneration  for 
his  perfon,  and  not  only  court  his  favour,  but 
his  blefiing:  his  country  is  extremely  fertile,  and 
has  good  havens  both  in  the  Adriatic  and  Medi- 
terranean leas  ;  an  advantage  which  he  and  the 
Neapolitans  enjoy  above  the  reft  of  the  Italians  ; 
and,  in  fhort,  he  has  a  privilege  fuperior  to  all 
other  Princes,  in  drawing  large  fums  out  of  Ger- 
many, Spain,  and  other  countries,  which  it 
might  be  imagined  would  be  a  great  eafe  to  his 
own  fubjects. 

But  notwithstanding  all  thefe  favourable  cir- 
cumftances,  there  is  not  a  more  miferable  peo- 
ple in  Europe  than  the  fubjects  of  the  pope. 
His  dominions  are  ihinly  inhabited,  and  a  great 
part  of  the  foil  uncultivated.  His  fubjects  are 
wretchedly  poor  and  idle,  and  have  not  fuffici 
ent  traffic  to  employ  them. 


Our  author  feems  to  be  of  opinion  that  thefe 
ill  effects  are  to  be  afcribed  to  the  very  genius  of 
the  Romifh  religion,  which  in  that  country  mews 
itfelf  in  its  utmoft  perfection  ;  for  he  obferves, 
that  "  A  country  muft  needs  be  half  depopula- 
"  ted,  where  a  great  proportion  of  the  inhabi- 
"  tants  of  both  lexes  are  debarred  the  ufe  of 
"  marriage,  and  bound  by  the  ftricteft  vows  of 
"  chaftity  :  there  muft  needs   be  great  poverty 
"  and  want  in  a  country  which  invites   into  it 
"  fuch  prodigious  fwarms  of  vagabonds,  under 
"  the  name  of  pilgrims,  and  confines  in  cloift- 
"  ers  an  incredible  multitude  of  the  young  and 
'•'  lufty,  who,    inftead   of  incrcafing  the   com- 
"  mon  ftock  by  their  induftry   and  labour,  lie 
"  as  a  dead  weight  on  their  fellow  fubjects,  and 
"  confume  the  charity  that  ought  to  fupport 
"  the  old.,  the  decrepid  and  the  fickly." 

"  The  numerous  hofpitals  every  where  erect- 
"  ed,  ferve  rather  to  encourage'the  people's  idle- 
"  nefs  than  to  fet  them  at  w  ork  ;  not  to  men- 
"  tion  the  immenfe  riches  which  lie  ufelefs  in 
V-  churches  and  religious  houfes,  with  the  mul- 
"  titude  ot  fellivals  that  are  never  to  be  viola- 
"  ted  by  trade  or  bufmefs." 

"  In  reality  they  are  here  fo  entirely  taken 
"  up  with  men's  fouls,  that  they  neglect  the  good 
"  of  their  bodies  ;  and  when  there  is  added  to 
"  thofe  evils  an  avaricious  Pope,  who  is  refolved" 
"  to  raile  a  family,  it  is  no  wonder  if  the  people 
"  fink  under  fuch  a  complication  of  diftempers. 

"  Yet  it  is  to  the  Popes  enriching  their 
"  nephews  that  Rome  owes  its  prefent  fplendor 
"  and  magnificence  :  for  it  would  have  been 
"  impoflible  to  have  erected  fo  naany  glorious 
"  palaces  with  fuch  a  profufion  of  pictures  and 
"  ftatues,  and  the  like  expenfive  ornaments, 
"  had  not  the  riches  of  the  people  fallen  at  feve- 
"  ral  times  into  the  hands  of  particular  perfons, 
"   and  into  many  different  families." 


CHAP. 


III. 


Our  author  arrives  at  Naples  ;  a  defcription  of  the  hay,  and  ofthefituation  of  the  Neapo- 
litans, when  under  the  government  of  the  Spaniards ;  account  of  the  antiquities  and  curiofi- 
ties  about  Naples,  particularly  the  Catacombs,  the  Grotto  Del  Cani,  Mount  Vefuvius,  and 
the  manner  of  fumif.nng  the  city  with  fnoiv ;  A  defcription  of  the  if  and  of  Caprea  ;  our 
author  goes  by  J ea  from  Naples  to  Rome  ;  an  account  of  the  Capes  and  Jfands  in  his  pafj'age^ 
particularly  of  the  ife  of  Ifchia,  Cumce,  and  Monte  Cerceio  ;  thejlatues,  pillars,  triumphal 
arches,  and  the  beauty  of  the  churches  at  Rome  ;  defcription  of  the  lake  of  Tivoli,  and  a 
beautiful  prof peSl  near  a  town  of  that  name ;  defcription  of  a  fine  piece  of  Mofaic  work  at 
Palaflrina,  and  of  other  curiofties  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Rome. 


'R.  Addifon  had  no  foorier  arrived  at  Na- 
ples, than  he  was  for  feveral  days 
employed  in  feeing  public  procefiions, 
which  are  always  very  magnificent  in  the  Holy 
Week. 

Pie  fays  it  would  be  tedious  to  give  an  account 
of  the  various  rcprefentations  of  our  Saviour's 
death  and  refurrection  ;  of  the  figures  of  him- 
Hf;  die  Virgin  Marv,  and  the  Apoltles,  carried 


about  on  this  occafion,  with  the  cruel  penances 
with  which  fome  perfons  torment  themfelves, 
and  the  multitude  of  ceremonies  that  attend 
thefe  folemnities. 

Our  author  at  the  fame  time  faw  a  very  fplen- 
did  proceffion,  on  occafion  of  the  acceflion  of  the 
Duke  of  Anjou  to  the  Crown  of  Spain,  in  which 
the  viceroy  rode  on  the  left  hand  of  Cardinal 
Cantelmi, 
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To  grace  this  ceremony  the  blood  of  St.  Ja- 
nuarys was  expofed,  which  liquiaed  at  the  ap- 
proach of  the  Saint's  head,  though  it  was  faid  to 
be  hard  congealed  before. 

The  words  of  our  author  on  this  occafion  are 
remarkable  :  he  fays,  "  I  had  twice  an  oppor- 
"  tunity  of  feeing  this  performed,  and  muft 
"  confefs,  that  I  am  lb  far  from  thinking  it  a 
"  real  miracle,  that  I  look  upon  it  as  one  of  the 
"  moft  bungling  tricks  lever  law." 

Mr.  Addifon  fays,  that  though  he  had  lived 
above  a  year  in  a  Roman  Catholic  country,  he 
was  furprifed  to  fee  many  ceremonies  and  in- 
ftances  of  fuperftition  at  Naples,  that  are  not  fo 
much  as  thought  of  in  France  ;  but  as  there  has 
been  a  kind  of  fecret  reformation  made,  though 
not  |  ublicly  owned  in  the  Romifh  church, 
ijhee  the  fpreading  of  the  proteftant  religion,  id 
'  nations  are  recovered  out  of  their  igno- 
they  converfe  more  or 
lei's  with  thole  of  the  reformed  churches. 

Hence  the  French  are  more  enlightened  than 
the  Spaniards  or  Italians,  and  many  of  the  Ro- 
man Catholics  of  England  laugh  at  the  fuperfti- 
tions  they  fometimes  meet  with  in  other  na- 
tions. 

Mr.  Addifon  fays  he  mail  avoid  a  particular 
defcription  of  the  city  of  Naples,  the  beauty  of 
its  pavement,  the  magnificence  of  its  churches 
and  convents,  the  multitude  of  its  inhabitants, 
and  the  delightfulnefs  of  its  fituation,  fince  thefe 
have  been  given  by  many  others  with  great 
exa<5lnefs. 

But  muft  obferve,  that  mould  a  war  break 
out,  the  town  would  have  reafon  to  apprehend 
the  exa&ing  of  a  large  contribution,  or  a  bom- 
bardment ;  fince  it  has  only  feven  galleys,  a 
mole,  and  two  little  caftles,  capable  of  obftruc- 
ting  the  approaches  of  an  enemy.  Befides, 
the  fea,  which  lies  near  it,  is  not  fubjeft  to 
ftorms,  has  no  fenfible  flux  or  reflux,  and  is  of 
fuch  depth,  that  a  veflel  of  burden  may  come 
up  to  the  very  mole. 

Pictures,  ftatues,  and  pieces  of  antiquity,  are 
not  fo  common  at  Naples,  as  might  be  expect- 
ed, in  fo  great  and  ancient  a  city  of  Italy,*  be- 
caufe  the  Viceroys  took  care  to  fend  whatever 
was  moft  valuable  of  this  nature  into  Spain. 

Two  of  their  fineft  modern  ftatues  are  thofe  of 
Apollo,  and  Minerva,  placed  on  each  fide  of 
Sanazarius's  tomb.  On  the  face  of  this  monu- 
ment, which  is  all  of  marble,  and  very  neatly 
wrought,  Neptune  is  reprefented  in  bais  relief 
among  the  Satyrs,  to  fhew  that  this  Poet  was 
the  inventor  of  pifcatory  eclogues. 

There  are  feveral  delightful  profpects  about 
this  city,  efpecially  from  fome  of  the  convents  ; 
for  there  is  feldom  to  be  found  in  Italy,  a  fpot 
of  ground  peculiarly  delightful,  but  a  convent 
is  placed  upon  it.  The  many  cupolas  of  this 
city,  being  generally  too  high  and  narrow,  do 
not  appear  to  the  utmoft  advantage  when  feen 
at  a  diftance. 

During  the  viceroyalty  of  the  Marquis  of  Me- 
dina Sidonia,    that  nobleman  erected  the  fhell 


The  difebvery  of  the  ancient  city  of  Herculaneum,  a 


of  a  houfe,  which,  if  he  had  finifhed,  would  have 
been  a  moftnoble  building,  and  have  commanded 
a  view  of  the  whole  bay.  This  houfe  ftands  on 
the  fide  of  a  mountain,  and  would  have  had  a 
garden  to  every  ftory,  by  means  of  a  bridge  which 
was  to  have  extended   over  each  of  the  gardens. 

The  bay  of  Naples,  which  is  extremely 
delightful,  lies  in  almoft  a  circular  figure,  of 
about  thirty  miles  in  diameter,  and  three  parts  of 
it  are  flickered  by  a  noble  circuit  of  wood1:  and 
mountains.  It  is  divided  from  the  bay  of  Sa- 
lernum,  by  the  high  promontory  of  Surrentum, 
between  the  utmoft  point  of  which,  and  the  lfle 
of  Caprea,  the  fea  enters  by  a  ftreight  of  about 
three  miles  in  breadth. 

This  ifland,  like  a  vaft  mole,  fecms  to  have 
been  planted  there  purpofely  to  break  the  vio- 
lence of  the  bay,  and  extends  in  length  almoft 
in  a  parallel  line  to  Naples,  while  the  exceflive 
height  of  its  rocks  fecures  a  great  part  of  the 
bay  from  winds  and  waves,  which  enter  again 
between  the  other  end  of  this  ifland,  and  the 
promontory  of  Mifeno. 

The  old  geographers  call  the  bay  of  Naples 
the  Crarer,  probably  from  its  refembling  a  round 
punch  bowl  half  filled  with  liquor. — In  the  bo- 
fom  of  this  bay  ftands  Naples,  which  has  the 
moft  delightful  fituation  in  the  world,  though 
the  weftern  mountains  deprive  it  of  an  advantage 
which  Vitruvius  would  have  to  the  front  of  his 
palace,  of  feeing  the  fetting  fun. 

The  inhabitants  of  Naples  have  been  always 
notorious  for  leading  a  life  of  lazinefs,  and 
pleafure,  which  partly  arifes  from  the  wonderful 
fertility  of  the  country,  that  does  not  make  la- 
bour fo  effentially  neceflary  as  in  other  conn-1 
tries,  and  partly  from  the  nature  of  the  climate, 
that  relaxes  the  fibres  of  their  bodies,  and  dif- 
pofes  the  people  to  a  life  of  indolence. 

There  is  a  noble  fcene  of  Antiquities  at  a- 
bout  the  diftance  of  eight  miles  from  Naples. 
What  is  called  Virgil's  tomb  is  the  firft  Mr. 
Addifon  met  with.  This  Poet  was  certainly 
buried  at  Naples,  but  our  author  thinks  it  al- 
moft as  certain,  that  his  tomb  ftocd  on  the  other 
fide  of  the  town  towards  Vefuvius. 

By  this  tomb  is  the  entrance  into  the  grot- 
to of  Paufilypo,  which  the  common  people 
of  Naples  believe  to  have  been  formed  by  ma- 
gic, and  that  Virgil  was  the  Magician.  They 
have  an  higher  opinion  of  him  for  having  form- 
ed the  grotto  than  the  iEneid. 

To  form  a  juft  idea  of  this  place,  the  reader 
muft  imagine  a  vaft  rock  undermined  with  a 
paffage,  and  highway  through  it,  near  as  long 
and  as  broad  as  the  mall  in  St.  James's  park. 
This  fubterraneous  paflage  is  much  improved, 
fince  Seneca  gave  fo  bad  a  character  of  it.  The 
entrance  at  both  ends  is  higher  than  the  midd-le. 
and  finks  by  degrees  to  throw  in 
upon  the  reft. 

Towards  the  middle  are  two  large  funnels, 
bored  through  the  roof  of  the  cavern,  to  let  in 
light,  and  frefh  air.  There  are  no  vaft  heaps  of 
ftones  to  be  feen  about  the  mountain,  though. 


few  years  ago,  has  mads  ample  amends  for  this  defect. 
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:  great  quantises  of  them  certainly  could  not  j 
concealed,  had  they  not  been   confumed  in 


the 

be  concealed,  had  they 

the  moles  and  buildings  of  Naples. 

Thh  confirmed  our  author  in  a  conjecture 
which  he  had  made  at  the  firfl  light  of  this  fub- 
terraneous  pafiage  -,  that  it  was  originally  not 
fo  much  defigned  for  a  highway,,  as  for  a  quarry 
of  flone  •,  but  that  the  inhabitants  finding  a 
double  advantage  by  it,  hewed  it  into  its  prelent 
form. 

Perhaps  the  fame  defign  was  the  original  of 
the  Sybil's  Grotto,  coniidering  the  prodigious 
multitude  of  Palaces  that  flood  in  its  neigh- 
bourhood. 

About  the  diftance  of  five  miles  from  the 
grotto  of  Paufilypo,  lie  the  remains  of  Puteoli, 
and  Baiae,  in  a  delightful  fituation  •,  but  the 
country  about  them  has  been  miferably  torn 
by  earthquakes,  fo  that  the  whole  face  of  it 
is  changed  from  what  it  was  formerly.  The 
lea  has  overflowed  a  multitude  of  palaces,  which 
in  a  cairn  day  may  be  feen  at  the  bottom  of  the 
water. 

The  Lucrine  lake,  in  companion  of  what  it 
once  was,  is  but  a  puddle  ,  its  fprings  hav- 
ing been  funk  in  an  earthquake,  or  Hopped 
up  by  the  mountains  that  have  fallen  upon 
them. 

The  lake  of  A  vermis,  once  fo  famous  for  its 
pdifonous  ftreams,  is  now  plentifully  flocked  with 
filh,   and  fowl. 

Mount  Gaurus,  from  being  one  of  the  moil 
fruitful  parts  of  Italy,  is  become  one  of  the 
moll  barren.  Several  fields,  which  were  once 
laid  out  in  beautiful  groves,  and  gardens,  are 
now  naked  plains,  fmoaking  with  lulphur,  or 
incumbered  with  hills  thrown  up  by  fiery 
eruptions. 

The  works  of  art  are  equally  difordered  with 
thofe  of  nature  ;  for  what  was  once  the  finelt 
fpot  in  Italy,  covered  with  palaces,  and  tem- 
ples, adorned  by  the  greateil  perfons  of  the 
commonwealth,  cmbellifned  by  many  of  the 
Roman  cmi  erors,  and  celebrated  by  the  befl  of 
their  poets,  has  now  only  the  ruins  of  its  former 
fplendor. 

Several  authors  have  miilaken  the  mole  of 
Puteoli  for  Caligula's  bridge,  into  which  error 
they  had  been  led  by  its  Handing  on  arches. 
It  would  have  been  very  difficult  to  have  made 
a  mole  like  this,  in  a  place  where  they  had  not 
the  earth  of  Puzzuola,  which  immediately 
hardens  in  the  water,  and  after  it  has  lain 
in  it  lb  me  time,  relembles  flone  rather  than 
mortar. 

It  was  this  that  gave  the  ancient  Romans  an 
opportunity  of  making  fo  many  encroach- 
ments on  the  fea,  and  of  laying  the  founda- 
tions of  their  palaces,  and  villas,  within  its  very 
borders. 

Our  author  fays  that  he  cannot  help  think- 
ing but  that  our  admiration  of  the  antiquites 
about  Naples  and  Rome,  arifes  lefs  from  the 
greatnefs  than  the  uncommonnefs  of  thefe  ob- 
jects, and  that  though  there  are  many  extraor- 
dinary ruins,  the  traveller  would  not  be  fo  much 
aftonifhed,  if  he  found  any  works  of  the  fame 
kind  in  hi';  own  country. 


Amphitheatres,  rotundas,  triumphal  arches, 
catacombs,  grottos,  highways  paved  for  a  pro- 
digious length,  bridges  of  an  amazing  height, 
fubterraneous  buildings  for  the  reception  of 
rain  and  fnow  water,  are  moil  of  them  now 
out  of  fafhion,  and  only  to  be  found  among 
the  antiquities  of  Italy  :'  we  are  therefore  fur- 
prized  at  feeing  confiderable  fums  laid  out  in 
any  thing  of  this  nature  ;  though  there  is  many 
a  Gothic  Cathedral  in  England,  that  has  coil 
more  money  and  labour  then  feveral  of  thefe 
celebrated  works. 

Among  the  ruins  of  the  old  heathen  temples, 
our  author  was  fhewn  what  is  called  the  cham- 
ber of  Venus,  which  Hands  a  little  behind  her 
temple.  It  is  entirely  dark,  and  has  feveral 
figures  on  the  cieling  in  flu-cco,  that  feem  to  re- 
prefent  Strength  and  Lull,  by  the  emblems  of 
naked  Jupiters  and  Gladiators,  Centaurs  and 
Tritons,  whence  one  would  imagine,  that  it 
has  formerly  been  the  fcene  of  many  leud  my-. 
fleries. 

The  catacombs  are  on  the  ether  fide  of  Na- 
ples. Thefe  muft  have  been  extremely  loath- 
feme,  and  full  cf  flench,  if,  as  an  eminent  au- 
thor of  our  country  imagines,  the  dead  bodies- 
that  lay  in  them  were  kit  to  rot  in  open  niche?. 
But  upon  examining  them,  Mr.  Addifon  found 
that  they  were  doubtlefs  flopped  up  as  foon  as 
the  bodies  were  laid  in  them  ;  for  at  the  mouth 
of  the  niche,  he  always  found  the  rock  cut  into- 
little  channels  to  fallen  the  board  or  marble, 
that  was  to  clofe  it  up,  and  did  not  fee  one, 
which  had  not  flill  fome  mcrtar  flicking  in  it. 

In  fome  he  found  pieces  of  tiles,  that  exactly 
fitted  the  channel,  and  in  others  a  wall  of  bricks, 
that  fometimes  flopped  up  above  a  quarter  ot 
the  niche,  the  reft  having  been  broken  down. 

St.  Proculus's  fepulchre  appears  to  have  had 
a  kind  of  mcfaic  work  on  its  covering,  for  our 
author  obferved  at  one  end  of  it  feveral  final! 
pieces  of  marble  ranged  together,  after  that 
manner.  It  is  probable  that  they  were  all  adorn- 
ed, according  to  the  quality  of  the  dead.  It  is 
indeed  furprizing  to  find  fuch  a  multitude  of 
niches  unltopped  ;  but  they  were  probably 
opened  by  thofe  who  were  in  queft  of  fome  lup- 
pofed  treafure. 

The  natural  curiofnies  about  Naples  are  no 
lefs  numerous  and  extraordinary  than  the  artifi- 
cial. "  The  Grctto  Del  Cani,  (fays  our  inge- 
"  nious  author,  whofe  words  we  ihall  now 
"  adopt)  is  famous  for  the  poifonous  fleams. 
"  which  rife  a  foot  above  its  furface.  The 
"  fides  of  the  grotto  are  marked  with  green  as 
"  high  as  the  vapour  reaches. 

"  The  common  experiments  are,  holding  a 
"  deg  with  his  noie  in  the  vapour,  by  which 
"  means  he  foon  lofes  all  figns  of  life  •,  but  on 
"  his  being  carried  into  the  open  air,  or  thrown 
"  into  a  neighbouring  lake,  if  he  is  not  quite 
'•  dead,  he  immediately  recovers.  A  torch  dip- 
"  ped  into  the  vapour,  goes  out  in  a  moment* 
"  ihuff  and  all  -,  and  a  piflol  cannot  take  fire  in 
"  it.  I  fplit  a  reed,  and  laid  a  train  of  gunpow- 
"  der  in  the  channel  of  it,  and  then  placing  one 
"'  end  of  the  reed  above  the  vapour  ami  the 
"  other  at  the  bottom,  found,  that  though  the 
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fleam  was  flrong  enough  to  extinguish  a  ligh- 
ted torch,  and  to  hinder  a  piftol  from  taking 
ing  fire,  it  could  not  intercept  the  train,  nor 
hinder  it  from  running  to  the  very  end,  and 
by  repeating  the  experiment,  I  fo  far  difli- 
pated  the  vapour  that  I  could  eafily  let  off  a 
piftol  in  it.  I  obferved  how  long  a  dog  was 
in  lofing  his  fenfes  the  firft  time,  and  after  his 
recovery,  but  found  no  fenfible  difference. 
The  firft  time  a  viper  was  put  in,  it  bore  the 
vapour  nine  minutes,  and  ten  the  fecond  •, 
but  on  its  being  brought  out  after  the  firft 
trial,  it  took  fuch  a  vaft  quantity  of  air  into 
its  lungs,  that  it  fwelled  nearly  twice  as  big  as 
before,  and  upon  this  extraordinary  flock  of 
air  it  perhaps  lived  a  minute  longer  the  fe- 
cond time. 

"  Doctor  Connor,  in  a  difcourfe  on  this  grot- 
to, attributes  the  death  of  animals,  and  the 
extinction  of  lights  to  the  great  rarefaction 
of  the  air  caufed  by  the  heat  and  eruption  of 
the  fleams.  The  heat  is  however,  very  in- 
confiderable  •,  but  to  fatisfy  myfelf,I  placed  a 
thin  vial  well  flopped  with  wax  within  the 
fmoke  of  the  vapour,  which  certainly  would 
have  burft  in  an  air  lb  rarefied  as  to  kill  a  dog 
or  quench  a  torch ;  but  nothing  followed 
upon  it. 

"  However,  to  remove  all  farther  doubt,  I 
borrowed  a  weather-glafs,  and  fixed  it  in  the 
grotto  in  fuch  a  manner  that   the  Stagnum 
was  entirely  covered  with  the  vapour ;  but 
after  half  an  hour's  ftandihg  in  it,  I  could  not 
perceive   that   the   quick-iilver  funk.     It  is 
generally  fuppofed  that  this  vapour  is  fulphu- 
reous,  but  I  could  fee  no  reafon  for  fuch  a 
fuppofition  :  upon  my  dipping  my  hand  into 
it,  it  left  no  fmell  upon  it,  and  though  I  put 
a  whole  bundle  of  lighted  brimftone  matches 
into  the  fmoke,  they  all  inftantly  went  out,  as 
if  immerfed  in  water.     Whatever  be  the  com- 
pofition  of  the  vapour,  let  it  have  but  one 
quality  of  being  very  vifcous  or  gluey,  and  I 
believe  it  will  mechanically  folve  all  thefe  phe- 
nomena.    Its  unctuouinels  will  render  it  hea- 
vy, and  unfit  for  mounting,  unlels  the  heat 
of  the  earth  was  much  greater   than  it  is,  to 
rarify  and  fcatter  it.     It  will  be  too  thick  and 
grofs  to  keep  the  lungs  in  play  for  any  time, 
fo  that  animals  will  die  fooner  or  later,  in  pro- 
portionas  their  blood  circulates  flowe;  orfafter. 
"  Fire   is    as  foon  extinguifhed  in   it  as  in 
water,   from   its  wrapping  itfelf  in  the  fame 
manner  about  the  flame,  and  hindering,  by 
its  continuity,  any  quantity  of  air  and  nitre 
from  approaching  it  ;  but  as  its  parts  are  lefs 
compact  than  thole  of  liquors,  they  are  not  fo 
;  tenacious  as  to  intercept  the  fire  that  has  once 
;  caught  a  train  of  gunpowder,  on  which  ac- 
count they  may  be  quite  broken  and  difperfed 
;  by  repeating  thir.  experiment. 

"  There  would  be  no  end  in  enumerating  the 
'  different  baths  to  be  found  in  a  country  that 
'  fo  much  abounds  in  fulphur ;  for  there  is 
'  fcarcely  adifeafe  which  has  not  one  adapted 
'  to  it.  A  traveller  is  generally  conducted  into 
1  that  called  Cicero's  bath,  and  feveral  authors 
1  pretend  that  a  cold  vapour  rifes  from  the  bot- 
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torn,  Which  refrefhes  thofe  who  floop  into  it. 
Indeed  the  heat  is  much  more  fupportable  to 
one  who  ftoops,  than  to  one  who  ftands 
upright,  becaufe  the  fulphureous  fleams  ga- 
ther about  a  man's  head  in  the  hollow  of 
the  arch,  and  are  therefore  in  that  part  much 
thicker,  and  warmer  than  at  the  bottom. 
"  The  three  lakes  of  Avernus,  Agnano,  and 
the  Lucrin  have  nothing  remarkable  in  them. 
As  to  the  mountains,  the  Monte  Novo,  was 
raifed  by  an  eruption  of  fire,  in  the  place 
where  that  mountain  now  ftands.  The  Sul- 
fatara  is  very  furprizing  to  thofe  who  have 
not  feen  mount  Vefuvius  ;  but  there  is  no- 
thing about  Naples  nor  in  any  part  of  Italy, 
that  fo  much  deferves  our  admiration  as  this 
laft  mountain. 

"  Vefuvio,  or  as  it  is  commonly  called  Vefu- 
vius, is  fituated  about  fix  Englifh  miles  from 
Naples,  though  its  great  height  makes  it  feem 
nearer  to  thofe  who  furvey  it  from   the   city. 
In  our  way  to  it,  we  paffed  by  what  was  one 
of  the  rivers  of  burning  matter  that  ran  from 
it  in  a  late  eruption,  which  at  a  diftance  refem- 
•  bles  new  ploughed  land  •,  but  on  a  nearer  ap- 
;  proach,  you  fee  nothing  but  a  long  heap  of 
'  heavy  disjointed  clods  one  upon  another,  with 
'  innumerable  cavities  and  interftices,  among 
'  the  feveral  pieces,  fo  that  the  furface  is   all 
1  irregular   and  broken.      Sometimes  a   great 
'  fragment  ftands  like  a  rock  above  the  reft  ; 
'  fometimes  the  whole  heap  lies  in  a  kind  of 
'  channel  •,  yet  in  other  places  has  nothing  like 
'  banks  to  confine  it  •,  but  rifes  four  or  five  feet 
'  high,  without  fpreading  abroad  on  either  fide, 
'  whence  I  concluded  that  the  huge  unweildy 
'  lumps  that  lie  one  upon  another,  as  if  thrown 
'  together  by  accident,  remained  unliquified  in 
'  the  melted  matter,  floating  in  it,  like  cakes 
'  of  ice  in  a  river. 

"  Having  quitted  the  fide  of  this  long  heap, 
'  which  was  once  a  ftream  of  fire,  I  came  to 
'  the  foot  of  the  mountain,  and  had  a  very 
'  troublefome  walk  to  gain  the  top  of  it.  It  is 
'  on  all  fides  covered  with  a  kind  of  dry  burnt 
'  earth,  which  crumbled  into  powder.  It  is 
:'  very  hot  under  foot,  and  mixt  with  feveral 
"  burnt  flones  and  cakes  of  cinders,  that  had 
"  been  thrown  out  at  different  times,  and  a  man 
"  finks  almofta  foot  in  the  earth,  and  generally 
"  lofes  half  a  flep  by  Aiding  backward. 

"  Having  climbed  this  mountain,  we  difco- 
"  vered  on  the  top  of  it  a  wide  naked  plain, 
"  which  in  feveral  places  was  fmoking  with  iul- 
"  phur,  and  was  probably  undermined  by  fire  i 
"  for  it  appeared  to  be  hollow,  by  the  found 
"  made  with  our  feet. 

"  In  the  midft  of  this  plain  ftands  a  high  hill 
"  in  the  form  of  a  fugar  loaf,  but  fo  very  fleep, 
"  that  there  would  be  no  mounting  it,  were  it 
"  not  formed  of  the  loofe  crumbly  earth  before 
"  mentioned. 

"  The  air  is  here  much  impregnated  with 
"  fait  petre;  for  a  ftone  can  fcarcely  be  found 
"  that  has  not  the  top  white  with  it. 

"  Having  with  much  difficulty  conquered 
"  this  laft  hill,  we  law  in  the  midft  of  it  the 
"  mouth  of  Vefuvius,  that  goes  fhelving.down 
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on  all  fides,  till  it  reaches  above  one  hundred 
yards  deep.  The  mouth  itfelf  feeming  per- 
fectly round,  and  being  about  three  or  four 
hundred  yards  in  diameter. 
"  This  vaft  hollow  is  generally  filled  with 
finoke,  but  having  the  advantage  of  the 
wind,  we  had  a  very  diilinct  fight  of  it.  The 
fides  feemed  all  over  ftained  with  mixures  of 
red,  green,  yellow  and  white,  and  have  feve- 
ral  rocks  projecting  out  of  them  like  pure 
brimftone. 

"  The  bottom  was  entirely  covered  ;  and 
though  we  looked  very  narrowly,  we  could 
fee  nothing  like  a  hole  in  it  •,  the  fmoke  in 
many  places  breaking  through  feveral  imper- 
ceptible cracks. 

n  The  middle  was  firm  ground,  as  we  con- 
cluded from  the  {tones  we  faw  flung  upon  it  •, 
and  I  do  not  doubt  but  that  a  perfon  might 
then  have  croffed  the  bottom,  and  have  gone 
up  the  other  fide  with  very  little  danger. 
"  In  the  late  eruptions  this  vaft  hollow  was 
like  a  prodigious  cauldron  filled  with  melted 
and  glowing  matter,  which  on  its  boiling  over 
in  any  part,  ran  down  the  fides  of  the  moun- 
tain, and  formed  five  fuch  rivers  as  that  be- 
fore mentioned. 

"  As  the  heat  (lackened,this  matter  muft  have 
fubfided  within  the  bowels  of  the  mountain, 
and  finking  very  leifurely  had  time  to  cake 
together,  and  form  the  bottom  which  covers 
the  mouth  of  that  dreadful  vault  that  lies  un- 
derneath it. 

"  The  whole  mountain,  ftiaped  like  a  fugar- 
loaf,  has  been  formed  at  feveral  times  with  a 
prodigious  quantity  of  earth  and  cinders,  that 
have  been  thrown  up  out  of  the  mouth  that 
lies  in  the  middle  of  it,  and  increafes  in  bulk 
at  every  eruption,  the  allies  falling  down  its 
fides,  like  the  land  in  an  hour-glals,  fo  that  in 
length  of  time  it  will  cover  the  whole  plain, 
and  make  one  mountain,  with  that  on  the  top 
of  which  it  is  placed. 

"  In  the  lea  near  the  foot  of  this  mountain,  is 
fometimes  found  a  very  fragrant  oil,  which 
is  fold  at  a  high  price,  and  makes  a  rich  per- 
fume. 

"  During  the  time  that  it  riles,  the  furface 
of  the  lea  is  for  a  little  fpace  covered  with  its 
bubbles,  which  they  fkim  off  into  their  boats, 
and  afterwards  let  a  feparating  in  pots  and 
jars  ;  but  its  fources  are  faid  never  to  run  but 
when  the  weather  is  warm  and  calm.  Per- 
haps they  may  be  hindered  from  difeovering 
them  by  the  agitations  of  the  water. 
"  It  is  proper  to  mention  among  the  natural 
curiolities  of  Naples,  the  manner  of  furnifh- 
that  city  with  fhow,  which  they  there  ufe  in- 
stead of  ice,  becaufe  they  fuppoie  it  fooner 
cools  any  liquor. 

"  There  is  a  great  quantity  of  it  annually 
confumed  •,  for  they  drink  very  few  liquors, 
and  not  even  water  without  it  :  thus  it  is  ufed 
by  every  body  from  the  higheft  to  the  loweft, 
fo  that  a  fcarcity  of  fnow  would  occafion  a 
mutiny,  as  much  as  a  dearth  of  corn  in  any 
other  country. 
"  To  prevent  this  the  king  of  Spain   fold 


the  monopoly  of  it  to  certain  perfons,  wlio- 
are  obliged  to  furnifh  the  city  with  it  all  the 
year  round  at  fo  much  the  pound.  For  this 
purpofe  they  make  ufe  of  an  high  mountain 
at  about  eighteen  miles  diftance,  in  which 
they  have  feveral  pits.  There  they  employ 
many  poor  people  at  the  proper  feaibn  of  the 
year,  to  roll  in  vaft  balls  of  fnow  which 
they  ram  together,  and  cover  from  the  fun- 
fhine. 

"  Out  of  thefe  refervoirs  of  fnow  they  cut  fe- 
veral lumps,  as  they  have  occafion  for  them, 
and  fend  them  on  affes  to  the  fea-fide,  where 
they  are  carried  off  in  boats,  and  diftri- 
buted  to  feveral  fhops  at  a  fettled  price, 
from  which  the  whole  city  of  Naples  is  fup- 
plied. 

"  While  the  banditti  continued  their  disor- 
ders in  this  kingdom,  they  frequently  put 
the  fnow  merchants  under  contribution,  and 
threatened  them,  if  they  proved  tardy  in  their 
payments,  to  deftroy  the  magazines,  which, 
it  is  faid,  they  might  eafily  have  done,  by 
the  infufion  of  fome  barrels  of  oil. 
"  I  could  not  difpenfe  with  myfelf  from  pay- 
ing a  vifit  to  the  ilk  of  Caprea  before  I  left 
the  kingdom  of  Naples,  on  account  of  its 
having  been  the  place  to  which  Auguftus  had 
for  fome  time  retired,  and  its  beiag  the  re- 
fidence  of  Tiberius  for  feveral  years. 
"  The  iftand  extends  four  miles  in  length, 
from  eaft  to  weft,  and  about  one  in  breadth. 
The  weftern  part  is,  for  about  two  miles, 
a  continued  rock,  vaftly  high  and  inacceffi- 
ble  next  the  fea,  yet  Ano-Caprea,  the  largeft 
town  in  the  ifland,  is  fituated  here,  and  in  this 
part  there  are  feveral  places  covered  with  a 
very  fruitful  foil.  The  eaftern  end  of  the 
ifland  alio  rifes  up  in  precipices  that  are  near- 
ly as  high,  though  not  quite  fo  long  as  the 
weftern. 

"  Between  the  rocky  mountains  at  each  end, 
lies  a  (lip  of  lower  ground,  which  runs  acrofs 
the  ifland,  and  is  one  of  the  pleafanteft  fpots 
that  can  be  imagined.  It  is  covered  with 
myrtles,  olives,  almonds,  oranges,  figs, 
vineyards,  and  corn-fields,  which  look  ex- 
tremely frefh  and  beautiful,  and  afford  a  molt 
delightful  little  landfcape,  when  viewed 
from  the  tops  of  the  neighbouring  moun- 
tains. 

"  Here  is  fituated  the  town  of  Caprea,  two 
or  three  convents,  and  the  biftiop's  palace.. 
In  the  midft  of  this  fertile  tracl:  riles  a  hill, 
which  in  the  reign  of  Tiberius  was  probably 
covered  with  buildings. 

"  Several  ruins  are  ftill  feen  on  its  fide«,  and 
about  the  top  are  two  or  three  galleries  low 
built,  and  covered  with  rrxifon's  work,, 
though  they  at  prefent  appear  over-grown 
with  grais. 

"  On  my  entering  one  of  them,  that  is  one 
hundred  paces  in  length,  I  obfeived  fome  of 
the  countrymen  digging  into  the  fides  of 
the  hill,  and  found  that  what  I  had  taken  for 
folid  earth,  was  heaps  of  brick,  ftone  and 
other  rubbifh  fkinned  over  with  a  covering  of 

But  the  moft  confiderable  ruins, 
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"  are  thofc  on  the  very  extremity  of  the  eaftern 
"  promontory*  where  there  are  ftill  fome  apart- 
"  ments  that  are  very  high,  and  arched  at  the 
"  top. 

"  Thefe  ruins  ftand  deep  in  the  earth*  and 
"  have  nothing  like  windows  or  chimnies, 
"  whence  I  conclude,  that  they  were  former- 
"  ly  either  bathing-places,  or  refervoirs  of  wa- 
u  ter. 

"  From  this  place  there  is  a  very  noble  pro- 
"  fpect  :  on  the  one  fide  of  it  the  fea  extends 
"  farther  than  the  eye  can  reach  •,  juft  oppofite 
"  is  the  green  promontory  of  Sarentum,  and 
"  on  the  other  fide  the  bay  of  Naples.  But 
"  this  profpect,  according  to  Tacitus,  was  ftill 
"  more  agreeable  before  the  burning  of  Vefu- 
"  vius  •,  for  that  mountain,  which  after  the  firft 
"  eruption  appeared  like  a  great  pile  of  afhes, 
"  was  probably,  in  Tiberius's  time,  ihaded  with 
"  woods  and  vineyards. 

"  There  are  ftill  to  be  feen  on  the  bendings 
V  of  thefe  mountains  the  marks  of  feveral  an- 
"  cient  fcales  of  ftairs,  by  which  they  ufed  to 
"  afcend  them.  What  recommended  this  ifland 
"  to  Tiberius  was  its  wholefome  air,  which 
"  is  cool  in  the  fummer,  and  warm  in  winter, 
•*  and  its  inaccefiible  coafts,  which  might  be 
"  defended  by  a  handful  of  men  againft  apower- 
"  ful  army. 

"  The  whole  ifland  was  probably  cut  into 
"  feveral  eafy  afcents,  adorned  with  variety  of 
"  palaces,  and  planted  with  as  great  a  number 
"  of  gardens  and  groves  as  the  fituation  of  the 
"  place  would  allow  •,  yet  the  works  under 
"  ground  were  more  extraordinary  than  thofe 
"  on  its  furface  ;  for  the  nyks  were  undermin- 
"  ed  with  highways,  grottos,  galleries,  bag- 
"  nios,  and  other  fubterraneous  retirements, 
"  that  fuited  with  the  brutal  pleafures  of  the 
"  Emperor. 

"  It  would  appear  furprizing,  that  fo  few 
"  remains  of  thefe  many  works  of  art,  are  now 
"  to  be  feen,  were  we  not  informed  that  after 
"  Tiberius's  death,  the  Romans  fent  thither  an 
"  army  of  pioneers  purpolely  to  deface  the  beau- 
"  ties  of  the  ifland. 

"  In  failing   round  this   ifland,  I  was  enter- 
"  tained  with  many  rude  profpecls  of  rocks  and 
"  precipices,  that  in  feveral  places  rife  half  a 
"  mile    in    perpendicular  height,    and    at   the 
"  bottom  are  caves  and  grottos  formed  by  the 
•'  continual  breaking  of  the  waves  upon  them. 
"  In  entering  one,  called  by  the  inhabitants 
"  Grotto  Ofcuro,  after   the  light   was   a  little 
"  worn  off  my  eyes,  I    could  diftindly  fee  all 
"  the  parts  of  it,  by  a  glimmering  reflection 
"  that  played   upon   them  from  the  furface  of 
"  the   water.     The  mouth  is  low  and  narrow, 
'•  but   after  having  entered  pretty  far  in,  the 
"  cavern   opens  on  both  fides  in  an  oval  figure 
"  of  one  hundred   yards   from  one  extremity 
"  to   the  other.      The   roof  is    vaulted,    and 
"  diftils  frefh  water   from  every   part,  which 
"  fell  as  fall  as  the  firft  droppings  of  a  fhower. 
"  Thole  of  the  inhabitants  and  Neapolitans, 
"  who  have  heard  of  Tiberius's  grottos,  main- 
"  tain,  that  this   was  one  of  them  •,  but  many 
**  reafons  fhew  it  to  be  natural,  for  befides   the 
"  little  ufe  of  luch  a  dark  cavern  of  fait  wa- 


"  ters,  it  has  no  marks  of  the  chifiel.  The 
"  fides  are  of  a  foft  mouldering  ftone,  and 
"  there  are  feen  many  of  the  like  hollow  fpaces 
"  worn  in  the  bottoms  of  the  rocks  as  they  are 
"  more  or  lefs  able  to  refift  the  force  of  the  wa- 
"  ter  that  beat*  againft  them." 

To  avoid  feeing  the  fame  objects  a  fecond 
time,  our  author  took  a  felucca  at  Naples  to 
carry  him  to  Rome. 

As  in  his  journey  from  that  city  to  Naples, 
he  had  Horace  for  his  guide,  fo  he  had  now  the 
pleafure  of  feeing  his  voyage  from  Naples  to 
Rome  defcribed  by  Virgil,  and  of  tracing  the 
way  he  has  marked  out,  by  capes  and  iflands, 
which  are  not  fo  fubjecT:  to  change  as  cities, 
towns,  and  the  works  of  art. 

Mount  Paufilypo  affords  a  beautiful  profpect 
in  parting  by  it,  and  near  it  lies  the  little  ifland 
of  Nifida,  adorned  with  a  variety  of  plantati- 
ons, rifing  above  each  other,  in  fuch  beautiful 
order,  that  the  whole  ifland  refembles  a  large 
terrace-garden.  It  has  two  fmall  ports,  and  at 
prefent  is  not  troubled  with  thofe  noxious 
lleams,  mention  of  which  is  made  by  Lucan. 

From  Nifida  our  author  v/as  rowed  to  cape 
Mifena,  the  extremity  of  which  has  a  long  clift 
which  was  enlarged  and  cut  into  form  by  Agrip- 
pa,  who  made  this  the  great  port  of  the  Roman 
fleet  that  ferved  in  the  Mediterranean  ;  as  that 
of  Ravenna  contained  the  fhips  defigned  for  the 
Adriatic  and  Archipelago. 

To  thofe  who  furvey  this  cape  from  the  land, 
its  higheft  end  rifes  in  the  form  of  a  fepulchral 
monument.  A  few  of  the  ruins  of  old  Mife- 
num  are  ftill  vifible ;  but  the  moft  confiderable 
antiquity  of  the  place  is  a  fet  of  galleries  hewn 
into  the  rock,  which  fome  imagine  to  have 
been  a  refervoir  of  water,  while  others,  with 
greater  probability,  fuppofe  them  to  have  been 
Nero's  baths. 

Mr.  Addifon  lay  the  firft  night  in  the  ifle  of 
Procita,  which  is  pretty  well  cultivated,  and 
contains  about  four  thouiand  inhabitants,  who 
are  all  vaffals  to  the  Marquis  de  Vafto. 

In  the  morning  he  went  to  fee  the  ifle  of  If- 

chia,  which  ftands  farther  out  into  the  fea.     The 

ancient  Poets  give  it  the  name  of  Inarime,  and 

reprefent  Typhosus  as  lying  under  it,  on  account 

of  its  fiery  eruptions ;  but  there  had  been  none 

of  thefe  for  near  three  hundred  years.     The  laft 

was  very  terrible,  and  deftroyed  a  whole  city  ; 

but  at  prefent  there  are  fcarce  any  marks  of  a 

fubterraneous  fire  •,  for  the  earth  is  cold,  and 

where  the  rocks  will  fuffer  it,  over-run   with 

fhrubs  and  grafs.     There  are,  indeed,  feveral 

fmall  cracks  through  which  a  fmoke  conftantly 

ifiues  ;    but   it  probably    arifes  only  from   the 

warm  fprings  that  feed  the   many  baths  with 

which  this  ifland  is  plentifully  ftored,  for  about 

one  of  thefe  breathing  paffages,  a  number  of 

myrtles  flourifh  within  the  (learn  of  the  vapours, 

and  have  a  perpetual  moifture  hanging  on  them. 

The  next  morning,  our  author  going  through 

a  very  pleafant  path,  by  the  Mare  Mortuum  and 

the  Elyfian  Fields,  faw  in  his  way,  many  ruins 

of  lepulchres  and  other  ancient  edifices. 

Cumse  is  at  prefent  entirely  deftitute  of  inha- 
bitants :  but  there  is  lhewn  there  the  remains  of 
Apollo's  temple,  which  all   the  writers   of  the 

anti- 
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antiquities  of  that  place  fuppofe  to  be  the 
fame  which  Virgil  defcribes  as  built  by  Das- 
dalus. 

There  is,  among  other  fubterraneous  works, 
the  beginning  of  a  paffage  which  is  flopped  up 
within  lefs  than  one  hundred  yards  of  the  en- 
trance, by  the  earth  falling  into  it. 

This  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  the  other  mouth 
of  the  Sybil's  grotto  ;  and  indeed  it  lies  in  the 
fame  line  with  the  entrance  near  the  Avernus, 
and  has  ftill  the  marks  of  chambers  cut  into  its 
fides. 

Among  the  many  conjectures  reflecting  this 
grotto,  our  ingenious  author  thinks  it  highly 
probable  that  it  was  once  inhabited  by  a  people 
who  the ught  it  a  better  fhelter  againft  the  fun 
than  any  other  kind  of  building,qr  that  it  was  at 
leaft  made  with  lefs  expence  and  trouble  •,  as  for 
the  Mofaic  and  other  works  that  are  found  in  it 
they  may  have  been  added  in  later  ages,  accord- 
ing as  people  thought  fit  to  put  the  place  to  dif- 
ferent ufes. 

At  Cajeta  our  author  faw  a  rock  of  marble, 
faid  to  be  cleft  by  an  earthquake  at  our  Savi- 
our's death  •,  and  over  the  door  of  the  chapel 
that  leads  into  the  crack  is  written  in  the  words 
of  the  Evangelift,  "  Ecce  terras-motus  factus  eft 
"  magnus." 

Every  one  who  fees  this  vaft  rent  in  fo  high  a 
rock, and  obferves  how  exactly  the  convex  parts  of 
one  fide  tally  with  the  concave  of  the  other,  muft 
be  convinced  of  its  being  produced  by  an  earth- 
quake -,  but  Mr.  Addifon  has  no  doubt  of  its 
happening  either  long  before  the  time  of  the 
Latin  writers,  or  in  the  darker  ages,  otherwife  he 
cannot  but  think  they  would  have  taken  notice 
of  its  original. 

Our  author  next  touched  at  Monte  Circeio, 
called  by  Homer  the  ifle  of  JEza,  from  its  being 
formerly  an  ifland,  or  its  being  thought  fo  by 
the  Greek  failors  of  his  time.  Indeed  they  might 
have  been  eafily  deceived  by  its  appearance,  it 
being  a  very  high  mountain  joined  to  the  main 
land  by  a  narrow  ifthmus  of  many  miles  in 
length,  and  almoft  of  a  level  with  the  furface  of 
the  water. 

The  end  of  this  promontory  is  very  rocky,  and 
tnuchexpofedto  winds  and  waves,which,  perhaps, 
firft  gave  rife  to  the  howlings  of  wolves  and  the 
roarings  of  lions  that  ufed  to  be  heard  from 
thence  ;  and  of  this  Mr.  Addifon  had  a  very 
lively  idea  from  his  being  forced  to  lie  under  it 
a  whole  night. 

Our  author  next  touched  at  Nettuno,  where 
he  found  nothing  remarkable,  except  the  ex- 
treme poverty  and  lazinefs  of  the  inhabitants. 

At  the  diftance  of  two  miles  from  Nettuno 
are  the  ruins  of  Antium,  fpread  over  a  great  ex- 
tent of  ground.  The  foundations  of  feveral 
buildings  ftill  appear,  together  with  many  fub- 
terraneous grottos,  and  paffages  of  great  length. 
There  are  ftill  to  be  feen  the  foundation  of  Ne- 
ro's port,  which  was  entirely  artificial,  and  com- 
pofed  of  huge  circular  moles,  except  where  the 


?  This  is  to  be  untiaftood  of  the  pope  who  governed 
the  lee  o:  Ron.."1,   immediately  pieciedftng  him  who 


(hips  were  to  enter.     The  making  of  this  port 
coft  prodigious  fums  of  money. 

The  laft  Pope*  was  at  considerable  expence  in 
making  a  fmall  harbour  in  this  place,  and  in 
conveying  frelh  water  to  it,  which  was  one  of 
the  artifices  of  the  grand  duke  to  divert  his  holi- 
nefs  from  his  project  of  making  Civita  Vecchia 
a  free  port. 

Our  author  now  arrived  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Tiber,,  which  he  entered  with  fome  degree  of 
danger,  the  fea  being  commonly  very  rough  in 
thofe  parts  where  that  river  rufhes  into  it. 

The  feafon  of  the  year,  the  muddinefs  of  the 
ftream,  and  the  number  of  green  trees  hanging 
over  it,  reminded  Mr.  Addifon  of  the  delightful 
images  given  by  Virgil  when  7Eneas  took  the 
firft  view  of  it :  and  from  hence,  half  a  day 
brought  our  author  to  Rome, 

"  It  is  a  general  obfervation  (fays  our  author) 
"  that  modern  Rome  ftands  higher  than  the  an- 
"  cient,  and  fome  have  computed  it  about  four- 
"  teen  or  fifteen  feet,  one  place  with  another. 
"  The  reafon  alledged  is,  that  the  prefent  city 
"  ftands  upon  the  ruins  of  the  former,  and  in- 
"  deed  I  have  often  obferved,  that  where  any 
"  confiderable  pile  cf  building  anciently  ftood, 
"  there  is  found  a  riling  ground,  which  was 
"  doubtlefs  formed  of  the  fragments  and  rub- 
"  bifh  of  the  ruined  edifice. 

"  Another  caufe  may  alfo  be  affigned  for  rai- 
"  fing  the  fituation  of  feveral  parts  of  Rome  ; 
''  this  is  the  great  quantities  of  earth  walhed 
«'■  off  from  the  hills  by  the  violence  of  fhowers,of 
"  which  any  one  may  be  fenlible  upon  obferv- 
"  ing,  how  far  feveral  buildings  that  ftand  at 
"  the  foot  of  mountains  are  funk  deeper  in  the 
"  earth,  than  thofe  on  the  tops  of  hills  or  in  open 
"  plains :  whence  Rome  appears  much  more 
"  level  than  formerly  ;  the  very  caull-  that  has 
"  raifed  the  low  grounds  having  contributed 
"  to  fink  thofe  that  were  higher. 

"  In  Rome  there  are  two  fets  of  antiquities 
"  the  Chriltian  and  the  Heathen  •,  but  though 
"  the  former  are  of  a  later  date,  they  are  fo  in- 
"  termingled  with  fable  and  legend,  that  little 
"  fatisfaction  can  be  found  from  fearching  into 
"  them.  While  the  other  affords  a  high  degree 
"  of  pleafure  to  thofe  who  have  before  found 
"  them  defcribed  in  ancient  authors.  For  here 
"  a  man  can  fcarce  fee  an  object  that  docs  not 
"  recal  to  his  mind  a  paffage  of  a  Latin  poet  or 
"  hiftorian. 

"  Among  the  remains  of  old  Rome,  the 
"  grandeur  of  the  commonwealth  is  chiefly 
"  fhewn  in  works  that  were  either  neceffary  or 
"  convenient,  as  walls,  bridges,  aqueducts, 
"  temples,  and  highways  ;  while  the  magnifi- 
"  cence  of  Rome  under  the  emperors  proceed- 
"  ed  rather  from  oftentation  or  luxury,  than 
"  any  real  ufe,  as  in  amphitheatre?,  circufes, 
"  baths,  obeliiks,  triumphal  pillars,  arches  and 
"  maufoleums  :  for  what  was  added  by  them 
'•  to  the  aqueducts,  was  rather  to  fupply  their 
"  baths  and   naumachias,  and  to  embclliih  the 


filled  the  apoftolical  chair  at  the  time  of  Mr.  Addifon's 
writing  this  account  of  his  travels. 
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"  city  with  fountains,  than  out  of  any  real  necef- 
"  fuy  there  was  for  them.  All  thefe  remains 
"  have,  however,  been  fo  copioufly  defcribed 
"  by  a  multitude  of  travellers,  that  it  is  very 
"  difficult  to  make  any  new  dilcoveries,  and  yet 
"  it  is  impoffible  to  furvey  lb  ipacious  a  field  of 
"  antiquities  without  receiving  new  hints,  and 
"  railing  different  reflections. 

"  Of  all  the  antiquities  of  Rome,  none  pleaf- 
"  ed  me  fo  much  as  the  ancient  ftatues,  the 
"  workmanfhip  of  which  is  frequently  the  moft 
"  exquifite  of  any  thing  in  its  kind,  and  it  is 
"  furprifing  how  it  were  poffible,  for  fo  much 
"  life  to  enter  into  marble,  as  may  be  difcover- 
"  ed  in  fome  of  the  fined  of  thefe  figures,  and 
"  even  the  meaneft  affords  the  fatisfaclion  of 
"  feeing  the  faces,  poftures,  airs,  and  drefs  of 
"  thofe  who  lived  io  many  ages  before  us. 

"  Though  the  ftatues  found  among  the  ruins 
"  of  old  Kome  are  very  numerous,  pofterity 
"  will  have  the  pleafure  of  feeing  many  noble 
"  pieces  of  fculpture  yet  undifcovered,  fince 
"  there  are,  doubtlefs,  greater  treafures  of  this 
"  nature  under  ground  than  are  yet  brought  to 
"  light,  and  they  have  often  dug  into  lands  de- 
"  fcribed  in  old  authors  as  the  places  where 
"  particular  ftatues  ftood,  and  often  with  good 
"  fuccefs. 

"  There  are  frequently  undertakers  in  Rome, 
"  who  purchafe  the  priviledge  of  digging  up 
"  fields,  gardens,  and  vineyards,  where  they 
"  find  any  likelihood  of  fucceeding  ;  by  which 
"  means  lome  have  arrived  at  great  eftates. 
"  They  pay  according  to  the  dirneniions  of  the 
"  iurface  they  are  to  break  up,  and  after  having 
"  made  efiays,  by  fearching  as  they  do  in  Eng- 
"  land  for  coal,  they  rake  into  the  moil  promi- 
"  fing  parts,  though  they  frequently  have  the 
"  difappointment  of  finding  that  others  have 
"  been  there  before  them,  yet  they  generally 
"  gain  enough  by  the  rubbiiTi  and  bricks,  which 
"  are  valued  by  the  prefent  architects  much  be- 
"  yond  thofe  of  a  modern  make,  to  defray  the 
"  charges  of  their  fearch. 

"  Next   to  the   ftatues,    there  is   nothing  in 
"  Rome  more  furprifing,  than  that  amazing  va- 
"  riety  of  ancient  pillars  of  fo   many  kinds  of 
"  marble.     As  moft  of  the  old  ftatues,  may  be 
"  fuppoled  to  have  been   purchaied   at  a  lower 
"  price  by  the  firft  owners,  than  they  are  bought 
"  for  by  a  modern  purchaler,  feveral  of  the  pil- 
"  lars  are  now  rated  much  lower  than  they  were 
"  of  old  i     For  not  to  mention  what  a  huge  co- 
"  lumn   of  porphyry,  granite,    or   ferpendne, 
"  muft  have  coft  in  the  quarry,  and  in  its  carri- 
"  age  from  Egypt  to  Rome,  it  will  be  fuffici- 
"  ent  to  confider  the  gteat  difficulty  of  hewing 
"  it  into  any  form,  and  of  giving  it  the  proper 
"  turn,  proportion,  and  pohih.     Thefe  forts  of 
"  marble  refill:  the  inftruments  now  in  uie  ;  and 
"  though  there   was  at  this  time  a  Milanefe  at 
"  Rome  working  on  them,  his  advances  were  fo 
"  extremely  flow,  that  he  could  fcarce  live  upon 
"  what  he  gained.     He  (hewed   me  a  piece  of 
"  porphyry   worked   into    an   ordinary   falver, 
"  which  had   coft  him   four  months   continual 
"  application.     The  moft  valuable  pillars  about 
"  Rome  for  the  marble  of  which  they  are  made, 
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"  are  the  four  columns  of  oriental  jafper  in  St. 
"  Paulina's  chapel,  at  St.  Maria  Maggiore ; 
"  two  of  oriental  granite  in  St.  Pudenziana's  ; 
"  one  of  tranfparent  oriental  jafper  in  the  Va- 
"  tican  library  ■,  four  of  Nero-Bianco  in  St. 
"  Cecilia  Tranftevere  ;  two  of  Brocatello,  and 
"  two  of  oriental  agate  in  Don  Livio's  palace  j 
"  two  of  Giallo  Antico  in  St.  John  Lateran, 
"  and  two  of  Verdi  Antique  in  the  Villa  Pam- 
"  philia. 

"  All  thefe  are  folid  entire  pillars  made  of  fuch 
"  kinds  of  marble  as  are  no  where  to  be  found 
"  but  among  antiquities  ;  for  either  the  veins 
"  of  thefe  kinds  are  undifcovered,  or  they  were 
"  quite  exhaulted  in  adorning  the  ancient  build- 
"  ings. 

"  Among  thefe  pillars,  I  cannot  forbear  reck- 
"  oning  a  great  part  of  an  alabafter  column 
"  found  in  the  ruins  of  Livia's  portico.  This 
"  is  of  the  colour  of  fire,  and  may  be  feen  over 
"  the  high  altar  of  St.  Maria  in  Campitello,  for 
"  it  is  cut  into  two  pieces,  and  placed  in  the 
"  form  of  a  crofs,  in  a  hole  of  the  wall  pur- 
"  pofely  made  to  receive  it,  fo  that  the  light 
"  paffing  through  it  from  without,  makes  it 
"  appear  to  thofe  in  the  church  like  a  huge 
"  tranfparent  crofs  of  amber.  Among  the  pil- 
"  lars,  thofe  of  Trajan  and  Antonine  arejultly 
"  efteemed  the  two  nobleft  in  the  world. 

"  Nothing  can  be  more  magnificent  than  the 
"  defign  of  Trajan's  pillar  ;  for  where  could  the 
"  afhes  of  an  emperor  have  been  fo  nobly  lodg- 
"  ed  as  in  the  midft  of  his  metropolis,  and  on 
"  the  top  of  fo  exalted  a  monument,  with  the 
"  greateft  of  his  actions  underneath  him  ?  Or, 
"  as  fome  will  have  it,  his  ftatue  was  on  the 
"  top  •,  his  battles  in  the  midft,  and  his  urn  at 
"  the  foundation. 

"  The  moft  remarkable  piece  in  Antonine's 

pillar  is  the  figure  of  Jupiter  Pluvius  in  the 


clouds,    lending   down  rain  on  the 


fainting 


army  of  Marcus  Aurelius,  and  thunderbolts 
on  his  enemies. 

"  Among  the  triumphal  arches,  that  of  Con- 
ftantine  is  the  nobleft  in  the  world  •,  but  the 
greateft  part  of  the  ornaments  were  taken 
from  Trajan's  arch,  and  haftily  fet  up  to  the 
new  conqueror  by  the  fenate  and  people  of. 
Rome. 

"  This  triumphal  arch,  and  fome  other  build- 
ings of  the  fame  age,  fhew  that  architecture 
held  up  its  head  after  all  the  other  arts  of  de- 
figning  were  in  a  very  weak  and  languiffiing 
condition,  and  it  was  probably  the  firft  among 
them  that  revived. 

"  I  was  much  difappointed  at  not  feeing  the 
figure  of  the  temple  of  Jeruialem  on  Titus's 
;  arch,  where  are  reprefented  the  golden  can- 
dleftick,  the  table  of  fhewbread,  and  the  ri- 
ver Jordan. 

"  Some,  however,  are  of  opinion  that  the  com- 
■  pofite  pillars  of  this  arch  were  made  in  imi- 
:  tation  of  the  pillars  of  Solomon's  temple,  and 
:  that  thefe  are  the  moft  ancient  of  any  that 
'  are  found  of  that  order. 

"  It  is  almoit.  impoffible  to  form  an  idea  of 
'  any  thing  fo  beautiful  and  glorious  as  feveral 
1  of  the  Romifh  churches  and   chapels  •,  for 

"  having 
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"  having  a  prodigious  flock  of  ancient  marble 
"  within  the  city,  and  lb  many  different  quar- 
"  riesin  the  bowels  of  the  country,  moil  or  their 
"  c!i3pc!s  are  overlaid  with  luch  a  rich  variety 
"  of  incrullations  as  cannot  poifibly  be  found 
"  in  any  other  part  of  the  world,  and  notwith- 
"  Handing  the  incredible  fairs  already  laid  out 
"  in  this  way,  the  fame  work  is  Hill  going  for- 
"  wards  in  different  parts  of  Rome,  the  Lilt  ft  ill 
"  endeavouring  to  outihine  thole  that  went  be- 
"  fore  him." 

Though  the  buildings  cf  Rome  are  amazing- 
ly fplendid,  the  ftreets  are  not  lighted  :  and  the 
inhabitants  have  a  difagreeable  cuftom  of  dry- 
ing linen  cut  of  their  windows,  and  on  rcpes 
hung  acrofs  the  ftreet. 

Our  author  fpent  three  or  four  days  at  Tivo- 
li,  Frefcati,  Palasflrina,  and  Albano.  In  his 
way  to  Tivoli,  he  law  the  rivulet  of  Salforata, 
formerly  called  Albula,  and  fmelt  the  flench 
that  arifes  from  its  waters,  fome  time  before  he 
law  them. 

The  fmall  lake  that  give  rife  to  this  river, 
with  its  floating  iflands,  is  one  of  the  moil  ex- 
traordinary curiofities  in  the  neighbourhood  cf 
of  Rome.  It  is  fituated  in  the  flat  of  the  Cam- 
pania, and  being  the  drain  of  thefe  parts,  it  is 
not  furprizing  that  it  fhould  be  greatly  impreg- 
nated with  fulphur,  of  which  there  is  fo  thick 
a  fediment  at  bottom,  that  upon  throwing  in  a 
flone,  the  water  boils  for  a  conliderable  time 
over  the  place,  and  at  the  fame  time  little  flakes 
of  fcurf  arife  up,  which  are  probably  the  parts 
that  compofe  the  iflands,  for  they  frequently 
mount  of  themfelves,  though  the  water  is  net 
troubled. 

Mr.  Addifon  has  no  doubt,  but  that  this  lake 
was  formerly   much  larger  than  it  is  at  prefent, 
and  that   the  banks  have,  by  degrees,  grown 
over  it  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  iflands  have 
been  formed  upon  it  •>  ami  it  is  not  improbable, 
as  the  iflands  enlarge  themfelves,  and  the  banks 
dole  in  upon  them,  that  the  whole  furface  may 
in  time  be  cruiled  over.     All  about  the  lake 
where  the  ground  is  dry,  our  author  found  it  to 
be  hollow,  by  the  trampling  of  his  horfe's  feet. 
Tivoli  is  feen  at  a  diflance   fituated  on    the 
brow  of  a  hill.     The  Villa  de  Medicis,  with  its 
water-works  •,  the  cafcade  of  the  Teverone,  and 
the  ruins  of  the  Sybils  temple,  have   been  fre- 
quently defcribed.     But  Mr.  Addifon  was  moft 
pleafed  with  the   beautiful  profpecl  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  a  mile  from  the  town. 

On  one  fide  it  opens  into  the  Roman  Campa- 
nia, where  the  eye  lofes  itlelf  on  a  fmooth,  Ipa- 
cious  plain.     On  the  other  fide  appears  a  more 
broken  and  interrupted   fcene,  compofed  of  an 
infinite  variety  of  inequalities  and  fhaddowings, 
that  naturally  arife  from  an  agreeable  mixture  of 
hills,  groves,  and   vallics  :   but   the  moil  enli- 
vening part  is  the  river  Teverone,  which  is  ieen 
at  about   the  diflance  of  a   quarter  of  a  mile, 
throwing  itlelf  down   a   precipice,  and   falling 
from   one  rock  fto  another,  till  it  gains  the  bot- 
tom of  the  valley,  where  the   view  of  it  would 
be  quite  loll,   did  it  not  ibmetimes  difcover   it- 
lelf through  the    breaks   and  openings   of  the 
woods  that  grow  about  it. 


city  of 
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Our  author,  when  at  Frefcati,  had  the  fatis- 
faction  of  feeing  the  firit  {ketch  of  the  walks  and 
water-works  of  Verfailles  ;  but  the  profpecl 
from  this  place  was  doubtlefs  much  more  de- 
lightful in  former  times,  when  the  Campania 
abounded  in  towns,  villas,  and  plantations. 

Mr.-  Addifon,  on  the  read  to  Paladlrina,  faw 
the  lake  of  Regillus,  and  at  fome  diilance  from 
it,  had  a  view  of  the  lake  Gabinus,  which  is 
much  larger  than  the  former. 

Our  author  then  left  the  road  for  about  half  a 
mile,  to  ebferve  the  fources  of  a  modern  aque- 
duct, an'd  had  the  pkafure  of  obferving  how 
the  little  fprings  and  rills  that  break  out  of  the 
fides  of  the  mountain,  are  taken  up  and  con- 
veyed through  fmall  covered  channels,  in  the 
hollow  of  the  aqueduct. 

It  was  a  peculiar  happinefs  for  the 
Rome,  that  there  was  iuch  a  range  of 
tains  within  its  neighbourhood;  for  by  this  means 
they  could  take  up  their  water  from  what  height 
they  pleafed.  Thus  the  Claudian  aqueducl  ran 
thirty-eight  miles,  and  by  the  advantage  only  of 
a  high  fource,  and  the  low  fituation  of  Rome,- 
funk  after  the  proportion  of  five  feet  and  a  half 
every  mile. 

Palreflrina,  like  moft  other  towns  in  Italy 
Hands  very  high  for  the  advantage  of  the  cool 
breezes.  There  are  flill  to  be  ieen  in  that  city 
large  pillars  of  granite,  and  other  fragments  of 
the  ancient  temple  of  Fortune  ;  but  the  moil 
considerable  part  that  remains,  is  a  very  beau- 
ful  Mofaic  pavement  formed  of  marble,  all  the 
parts  of  which  are  fo  well  joined  together,  that 
the  whole  piece  refembles  a  continued  picture. 

Theie  are  in  it  the  figures  of  a  rhinoceros,  of 
elephants,  and  other  animals,  with  fimll  land- 
fcapes,  which  though  made  out  of  the  natural 
colours  and  lhadows  of  the  marble,  look  very- 
lively,  and  as  if  well  painted. 

The  Italians  now  form  Mofaic  work  of  fmall 
pieces  of  clay  half  vitrified,  and  prepared  at  the 
glak-hcufes,  to  which  they  give  the  name  of 
Smalte.  Thefe  are  a  modern  improvement  of 
the  art,  and  being  made  of  what  colour  and  fi- 
gure the  workman  pleafes,  enables  thoie  who 
are  employed  in  this  art,  to  make  much  finer 
pieces  of  Mofaic  work  than  was  formeily  done. 
In  an  excurfion  to  Albano,  our  author  went 
as  far  as  Nemi,  where  the  whole  country  is  itill 
over-run  with  woods  and  thickens. 

The  lake  of  Nemi  is  fituated  in  a  very  deep' 
bottom,  and  being  furrounded  on  all  fides  with 
mountains  and  groves,  is  never  ruffled  with  the 
leafl  breath  of  wind,  which,  together  with  the 
clearnef>  of  its  waters,  occafioned  its  being  for- 
merly called  Diana's  Looking-glafs. 

The  moil  remakable  circumflance  cblirvable 
at  Albano  is  the  Profpecl  of  the  Capuchin's  gar- 
den, which  from  its  variety  is  extremely  delight- 
ful :  it  takes  in  the  whole  Campania,  and  ter- 
minates in  a  full  view  of  the  Mediterranean, 
At  the  fame  time  it  affords  a  fight  of  the  Alban 
lake,  which  lies  at  a  fmall  diilance,  in  an  oval 
form  of  about  liven  miles  round,  and  on  ac- 
count of  the  continued  circuit  of  high 
tains  that  encompafs  it,  appears  hke  the 
fome  Amphitheatre. 
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Albano  ftill  keeps  up  its  credit  for  wine,  which 
perhaps  would  be  as  good  as  it  was  formerly, 
was  it  preferved  to  as  great  an  age  :  but  with 
regard  to  olives,  there  are  now  very  few  at  Al- 
bano,  though  they  are  very  plentiful  at  Tivoli. 

The  above  places  were  formerly  the  cool  re- 
treats of  the  ancient  Romans;  where  they  con- 
cealed themfelves  among  the  woods  and  moun- 
tains during  the  exceflive  heats  of  lummer.  On 
the  contrary  Rome  is  now  never  fuller  of  nobi- 
lity than  in  the  lummer  i'ealon  •,  for  the  country 
towns  are  fo  infefted  with  unwhollome  vapours, 
that,  while  the  heats  continue,  they  dare  not 
truft  themfelves  in  them  :  however,  the  Cam- 
pania would  now,  doubtlefs,  be  as  healthful  as 
formerly,  were  there  as  many  inhabitants  to  ma- 
nure the  land,  and  as  many  fires  burning. 

Leaving  Rome  about  the  latter  end  of  Octo- 
ber,  in  order  to  proceed  to  Sienna,  our  author 
law  the  lake  Bacca,  that  gives  rife  to  tiie  Chre- 
inera,  and  afterwards  the  lakes  of  Vico  and  Bol- 
lena.  The  lall  is  reckoned  twenty  miles  in  cir- 
cumference, and  is  plentifully  ilocked  with  fifh 
and  fowl. 

In  this  lake  there  are  a  couple  of  iflands  that 
are,  perhaps,  the  two  floating  illes  mentioned  by 
Pliny,  with  the  improbable  circumllance  of 
their  appearing  fometimes  like  a  circle,  and  at 
others  like  a  triangle  ;  but  never  like  a  qua- 
drangle. 

It  is  not  difficult  to  conceive  how  they  might 
become  fixed,  though  they  once  floated,  ana  it 
is  not  very  probable  that  the  Naturalifl  could 
be  deceived  in  his  account  of  a  place  that  lay  as 


it  were  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Rome. 

On  the  fide  of  the  lake  Hands  Bolfena,  in  the 
church-yard  of  which  is  an  antique  funeral  mo- 
nument very  entire,  and  what  is  particular,  en- 
graven on  all  fides  with  a  curious  reprefenta- 
tion  of  a  Bacchanal  ;  but  had  the  inhabitants 
obferved  a  couple  of  lewd  figures  at  one  end  of 
it,  they  would  have  found  it  a  very  improper 
ornament  for  the  fpot  on  which  it  is  now  pla- 
ced. 

Mr.  Addifon  having  travelled  from  thence  to 
Aquapendente;  which  ftands  in  a  very  pleafant 
fituation,  came  to  the  little  brook  which  fepa- 
rates  the  Pope's  dominions  from  thofe  of  the 
Great  Duke. 

The  frontier  caftle  of  Radicofani,  is  fituated 
on  the  higheft  mountain  in  thefe  parts,  anJ  as 
well  fortified  as  the  place  will  permit. 

Our  author  here  found  the  natural  face  of  the 
country  quite  changed,  and  none  of  the  beauties 
left  with  which  he  had  been  entertained  in  the 
Pope's  dominions  :  for  inltead  of  the  many  de- 
lightful fcenes,  verdant  mountains,  and  fertile 
vallies,  which  he  had  conflantly  beheld  for  fome 
days  before,  he  now  law  nothing  but  a  wild^ 
naked  profpect  of  barren  rocks  and  hills,  and 
not  a  tree  or  fl-irub  to  be  met  with  in  a  circuit  of 
feveral  miles. 

This  reminded  him  of  the  Italian  proverb, 
that;  "  The  pope  has  the  flelh,  and  the  great 
''  duke  the  bones  of  Italy." — In  a  large  extent 
of  thefe  barren  mountains  Mr.  Addifon  law  but 
one  fingle  fpot  that  was  cultivated,  and  on  that  a 
convent  was  fituated. 


CHAP.     IV. 

Our  author  defcribes  Sienna,  Leghorn,  Pifa,  the  republic  of  Lucca,  Florence,  Bolonia  or  Eo^ 
logna,  P.'rma,  and  Turin  ;  account  of  Geneva  and  the  Lake,  with  a  defcription  of  feveral 
towns  upon  its  banks  ;  the  caufe  of  the  periodical  fountains  in  Swijf'erlahd,  and  a  cu- 
rious account  of  the.  whole  courfe  of  the  river  Rhone-. 


JfMENNA  is  fituated  on  an  eminence,  and  is 


^ts  adorned  with  many  brick  towers,  which  in 


the  time  of  the  commonwealth  were  erect- 
ed in  honour  of  fuch  of  the  members  as  had  dif- 
tinguifhed  themfelves  by  performing  fome  eflen- 
tial  fervice  lb.- their  country. 

Thefe  towers  appeared  in  view  a  great  while 
before  Mr.  Addifon  entered  the  city,  wherein 
there  is  nothing  fo  extraordinary  as  the  cathedral, 
which  may  be  viewed  with  pleafure  after  a  man's 
having  feen  St.  Peter's  at  Rome,  though  it  is 
very  different  from  it,  and  can  only  be  confidered 
as  one  of  the  mailer-pieces  of  Gothic  architec- 
ture. 

When  one  fees  the  prodigious  pains  and  ex- 
pence  our  forefathers  have  been  at  in  thefe  bar- 
barous edifices,  one  cannot  help  fancying  the 
miracles  of  architecture  they  would  have  left, 
had  they  been  but  rightly  inftructed  •,  for  the 
devotion  of  thofe  ages  being  much  warmer  than 
it  is  at  prefent,  and    the  riches  of  the  people 


much  more  at  the  difpofal  of  the  priefts,  the 
prodigious  funis  confumed  in  thefe  Gothic  ca- 
thedrals would  have  finifiied  a  greater  variety  of 
noble  buildings,  than  have  been  railed  either  be- 
fore or  fince. 

.  The  vail  labour  bellowed  on  this  fingle  cathe- 
dral is  quite  amazing  :  the  very  fpouts  are  load- 
en  with  ornaments,  and  the  windows  formed 
like  fo  many  fcenes  of  perfpeclive,  with  a  mul- 
titude of  little  pillars  retiring  one  behind  ano- 
ther. 

The  great  columns  are  finely  covered  with 
fruit  and  foliage  that  run  twilling  about  them^ 
from  the  very  top  to  the  bottom.  The  whole 
body  of  the  church  is  chequered  with  different. 
lays  of  white  and  black  marble. 

The  very  pavement  is  curioufly  cut  into  fcrip- 
ture  hiltorics,  and  the  troiit  covered  with  luch  a 
variety  of  figures,  asd  over-run  with  fo  many 
little  mazes  and  labyrinths  of  fculpture,  that  no-- 
thing  can  make  a  prettier  fhew  to  thofe  who  pre- 
fer 
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fer  falls  beauties  to  a  noble  and  majeftic  fimpli- 
city. 

There  ftands  a  large  hofpital  oppofite  to  this 
church,  winch  was  erected  by  a  fhoemaker,  who 
has  been  beatified,  though  never  fainted,  and 
there  ftands  his  ftatue,  having  this  infcription, 
'*  Sutor  ultra  crepidam." 

Mr.  Addifon  proceeded  from  Sienna  to  Leg- 
horn,* where  the  two  ports,  the  bagnio,  and 
Donatelli's  ftatue  of  the  great  duke  with 
the  four  flaves  chained  to  his  pedeftal,  are 
very  noble  fights. 

The  fquare  is  one  of  the  largeft  and  moft 
beautiful  of  any  in  Italy. 

The  people  are  at  a  continual  expence  in 
cleanfing  the  ports,  and  keeping  then*  from  be- 
ing chc-aked  up,  which  is  done  by  the  help  of 
feveral  engines  that  are  always  at  work  •,  but 
whatever  part  of  the  harbour  they  fcoop  in, 
it  has  an  influence  on  all  the  reft,  for  the  whole 
bottom  is  immediately  worked  to  a  level  by  the 
lea  :  two  advantages  are  drawn  from  this  dirt, 
for  it  clears  the  port,  and  is  ufed  for  filling  up 
feveral  marines  about  the  city,  where  it  is  lain 
from  time  to  time. 

The  Duke  cf  Tufcany  receives  great  advan- 
tages from  this  Tingle  place,  notwithstanding  its 
being  a  free  port.  It  brings  into  his  dominions 
great  numbers  of  people  from  all  nations,  and 
when  Mr.  Addiibn  was  there,  it  was  fuppofed  to 
contains  ten  thoufand  Jews,  many  of  whom  were 
very  rich,  and  Inch  great  traders,  that  the  Eng- 
lish factors  complained  they  had  moft  of  our 
trade  in  their  hands. 

Strangers  pay,  indeed,  little  or  no  taxes  di- 
rectly. But  out  of  every  thing  they  buy,  the 
government  has  a  large  duty  •,  die  very  ice  mer- 
chant at  Leghorn  paying  annually  above  one 
thoufand  pounds  fterling  for  his  privilege,  the 
tobacco  merchant  ten  thoufand  pounds,  and  the 
very  ground  is  fold  by  the  Great  Duke  at  a  high 
price. 

All  the  commodities  that  are  fent  up  into  the 
country,  of  which  there  are  great  quantities,  are 
clogged  with  impoiitions  as  foon  as  they  leave 
Leghorn  ;  ?,nd  all  the  wines,  oils  and  filks  that 
are  brought  from  the  fruitful  vallies  of  Pifa,  Flo- 
rence, and  ether  parts  of  Tufcany,  are  obliged 
to  pay  feveral  duties  and  taxes,  before  they  can 
reach  the  port. 

The  canal  which  runs  from  the  fea  into  the 
Avno,  affords  a  convenient  carriage  for  all  goods 
that  are  to  be  {hipped  off,  which  does  not  a  lit- 
tle enrich  the  owners  •,  but  in  proportion  as  pri- 
vate men  grow  wealthy,  their  legacies  and  law- 
fuits  increale,  and  the  Great  Duke  comes  in  for 
a  coniiderable  lhare. 

Our  author  went  from  Leghorn  to  Pifa, 
whence  many  of  the  inhabitants  having  removed 
to  Leghorn  for  the  fake  of  trade,  this  is  now 
only  the  ftiell  of  a  large  city.  The  great  church, 
baptiftry,  and  leaning  tower,  are  well  worth  fee- 
ing, and  are  built  in  the  fame  tafte  with  the 
cathedral  of  Sienna. 
Leaving  this  laft  city,  after  half  a  day's  journey 
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he  reached  the  Republic  of  Lucca,  when  it  af- 
forded a  very  agreeable  fight,  to  obferve  that 
there  is  not  the  leaft  fpot  of  ground  in  this  little 
ftate,  that  is  not  made  to  contribute  to  the  own- 
er's advantage. 

The  inhabitants  have  an  air  of  chearfulnefs 
and  plenty,  feldom  to  be  found  among  thofe  of 
the  neighbouring  countries.  That  it  may  be 
exactly  known  what  number  pf  ftrangers  are  in 
the  town,  there  is  but  one  gate  by  which  thev 
are  allowed  to  enter  it,  and  over  it  is  the  word 
Libertas,  in  letters  of  gold. 

For  the  extent  of  its  dominions  this  republic 
is  efteemed  the  richeft  and  beft  peopled  ftate  of 
Italy.  The  whole  adminiftration  of  government 
pafies  into  different  hand:  every  two  months, 
which  is  the  greateft  fecurity  to  their  liberty,  and 
greatly  contributes  to  the  quick  difpatch  of  all 
public  affairs  ;  but  in  any  remarkable  exigence 
of  ftate,  it  certainly  requires  a  much  longer 
time  to  conduct  any  great  defign  calculated  for 
the  good  of  the  commonwealth,  to  its  maturity 
and  perfection.  The  dominions  of  the  duke  of 
Florence  furrovind  this  republic. 

In  the  city  of  Florence  there  are  feveral  beau- 
tiful palaces  •,  and  as  Tufcart  pillars  and  ruftic 
work  owe  their  original  to  this  country,  the  ar- 
chitects cf  Tufcany  always  give  them  a  place  in 
great  edifices. 

The  Duke's  new  palace,  which  is  a  very  no- 
ble pile,  is  built  after  this  manner,  and  has  a 
very  majeftic  appearance.  In  the  court  is  an  an- 
tique ftatue  of  Hercules  lifting  Antceus  from  the 
earth,  which  was  found  at  Rome,  and  brought 
hither  during  the  reign  of  Leo  X.  and  there  are 
a  great  number  of  pictures  in  the  feveral  apart- 
ments performed  by  the  greateft  mailers. 

The  famous  gallery  of  the  old  palace  is  a- 
dorned  with  admirable  pieces  of  fculpture,  both 
ancient  and  modern  ;  and  has,  perhaps,  the  no- 
bleft  collection  of  curiofitits  that  are  to  be  met 
with  in  any  part  of  the  world. 

Among  the  bulls  there  are  feveral  that  deferve 
to  be  taken  notice  of  for  the  excellence  of  the 
fculpture,  as  a  beautiful  bull  of  Alexander  the 
Great,  carting  up  his  face  to  heaven,  with  a  no- 
ble air  of  grief  in  his  looks  ;  and  thofe  of  Au- 
guftus,  Vtfpafian,  Adrian,  Marcus  Aurelius, 
Lucius  Verus,  Septimus  Sevcrus,  Caracalla  and 
Geta. 

There  is  alfo  in  porphyry  the  head  of  a  fawn, 
and  of  the  god  Pan. 

Among  the  entire  figures,  is  a  Veftal  Virgin, 
with  the  holy  fire  burning  before  her,  and  a  fine 
ftatue  of  Morpheus  in  touch-llone,  under  the 
figure  of  a  boy  afleep,  with  a  bundle  of  pop- 
pies in  his  hand. 

At  one  end  of  the  gallery  ftand  two  antique 
marble  pillars  curiouily  wrought,  with  the  re- 
preientation  of  the  old  Roman  arms  and  inftru- 
ments  of  war. 

After  a  full  furvey  of  the  gallery,  Mr.  Addifon 
was  led  into  four  or  five  chambers  of  curiofities 
that  ftand  on  the  fide  of  it :  the  firft  was  a  cabi- 
net compofed  chiefly  of  idols,  talifmans,  lamps 
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and  hieroglyphics.  The  two  next  chambers 
contain  feveral  artificial  curiofities  in  cryftal, 
marble,  amber,  ivory  and  precious  ftones. 

"  In  the  chamber  that  is  laft  fhewn,  (fays 
"  our  ingenious  Author)  Hands  the  celebrated 
"  Venus  of  Medicis,  which  feems  much  lefs 
"  than  the  life,  from  its  being  perfectly  naked, 
"  and  in  company  with  others  of  a  larger  make. 
"  It  is,  however,  of  the  ordinary  fize  of  a  wo- 
"  man,  as  appeared  from  meafuring  the  wrift  -, 
"  for,  from  the  bignefs  of  any  one  part,  it  is 
"  eafy,  in  a  figure  of  fuch  nice  proportions, 
"  to  guefs  at  all  the  reft.  The  foftnefs  of  the 
"  flefh,  the  delicacy  of  the  fhape,  air  and  pol- 
"  ture,  and  the  correctnefs  of  defign  in  this 
"  ftatue  are  inexpreflible. 

"  In  the  fame  chamber  is  a  Roman  flave  wet- 
"  ting  his  knife  and  listening,  which  from  the 
"  ftioulders  upwards  is  incomparable. 

"  In  fhort,  Florence  for  modern  ftatues  feems 
"  to  excel  even  Rome  itfelf  j  but  thole  I  pals 
"  over  in  filence,  that  I  may  not  tranfcribe 
"  from  others. 

"  The  way  from  Florence  to  Bolonia  runs  o- 
"  ver  feveral  ranges  of  mountains,  and  feems 
"  the  worft  road  of  any  over  the  Appenines. 
"  After  a  very  tedious  journey  over  thefe  moun- 
"  tains,  we  came  at  laft  to  the  river  that  runs 
"  at  the  foot  of  them,  formerly  called  the  lit- 
"  tie  Rhine,  and  following  its  courfe,  arrived 
*'  in  a  fhort  time  at  Bolonia,  where  I  foon  per- 
"  ceived  the  difference  between  the  northern 
"  and  fouthern  fides  of  the  mountains,  both  in 
"  the  coldnefs  of  the  air,  and  the  badnefs  of  the 
"  wine. 

"  Bolonia  is  famous  for  the  richnefs  of  the 
"  foil  that  lies  about  it,  and  the  magnificence 
"  of  its  convents.  It  is  alio  efleemed  the  third 
"  city  of  Italy  for  pictures,  as  being  the  fchool 
"  of  the  Lombard  painters. 

"  I  here  law  three  rarities  of  different  kinds,  ■ 
"  which  gave  me  greater  pleaiure  than  any 
"  thino-  elle.  One  of  thefe  was  a  filver  medal 
"  of  the  younger  Brutus,  in  which  the  cha- 
"  ra&er  of  the  perfon  appears  in  the  features  of 
"  the  face,  which  is  cut  with  exquifite  art.  On 
"  the  reverfe  is  the  cap  of  Liberty,  on  each  fide 
"  of  which  is  a  dagger  fubfcribed  Id.  Mar.  for 
"  the  ides  of  March,  the  date  of  Casfar's  mur- 
"  der. 

"  The  fecond  was  a  picture  of  Raphael'-, 
"  which  is  extremely  well  preferved.  St.  Ceci- 
"  lia  is  painted  with  an  inftrument  of  mufic  in 
"  her  hands,  with  St.  Paul  and  St.  John  on  one 
"  fide  of  her,  and  on  the  other  Mary  Magda- 
"  lene,  and  St.  Auftin.  There  is  fomething 
"  wonderfully  divine  in  the  air  of  this  pic- 
"  ture. 

"  The  third  curiofity  is  a  new  ftair-cafe 
"  which  ftrangers  are  carried  to  fee,  where  the 
"  eafinefs  of  the  alcent  within  fo  fmall  a  com- 
"  pals,  the  difpofition  of  the  lights,  and  the 
"  convenient  landing-places  are  admirably  con- 
"  trived. 

"  The  feafon  of  the  year,  together  with  the 
"  wars  of  Italy,  made  me  pals  through  the 
"  dutchie?  of  Modena,  Parma,  and  Savoy,  with 
"  more  hafle  than  I  would  have  done  at  any  o- 
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"  ther  time.     The  foil  of  Modena  and  Parma 

"  is  extremely  rich  and  well  cultivated,  and  the 

"  palaces  of  the  princes  magnificent.     I    pro- 

"  cured  a  licence  of  the  Duke  of  Parma  to  en- 

"  ter  the  theatre  and  gallery,  which  as  well  de- 

"  ferve  to  be  feen  as  any  thing  of  the  fame  kind 

"  in  Italy. 

"  The  theatre,  though  very  fpacious,  is  fo 

"  admirably    contrived,    that   from    the    very 

"  depth  of  the  ftage  the  loweft  found  may  be 

':  heard,  as  in  a  whifpering-place,  very  diftinft- 

"  ly  by  the  audience  who  are  at  the  greateft  dif- 

"  tance,  and  yet  if  the  voice  be  raifed  ever  fo 

"  high,  there  is  nothing  like  an  echo,  to  caufe 

"  the  leaft  confufion. 

"  The  gallery  contains    a  numerous  collec- 

"  tion  of  pictures,  all  performed  by  celebrated 

"  mafters.     On  one  fide  of  it  is  a  large  room  a- 

"  domed   with   inlaid  tables,    cabinets,  works 

"  in  amber,  and  other  pieces  of  great  art  and 

"  value ;  and   from  this  room   I  was   led  into 

"  another  furnifhed  with   idols,  bufts,  medals, 

"  old  inferintions,  and  the  like  antiquities. 

"  The   Principalities  of  Modena  and  Parma 

"  are  nearly  of  the  fame  extent,  and  each  of 

"  them  have  two  large  towns,  and  many  little 

"  villages  •,  but  the  Duke  of  Parma  is  much 

"  richer  than  the  Duke  of  Modena. 

"  The  fubjecls  of  thefe  prinees  would  enjoy 

"  great  plenty  from  fo  rich  and  well  cultivated 

"  a  foil,  were  not  their  taxes   and  impofitions 

"  extremely  exorbitant.     Thefe  courts  are  in- 

"  deed  much   too  fplendid  and  magnificent  for 

"  the  narrow  limits   of  the   territories  that  lie 

"  about  them,  and  it  is  amazing  to  fee  the  por- 

"  fufion  of  wealth  expended   in  coaches,  trap- 

"  lings,  tables,    cabinets,    and  other  precious 

"  toys  cf  the  fame  kind,  in  which  they   excel 

"  mod  of  the  princes  of  Europe,  when  at  the 

"  fame  time  they  have  not  had  the  generofity 

"  to  erect  bridges  over  their  rivers  for  the  con- 

"  venience  of  their  fubjects,  and  of  travellers, 

"  who,  upon  the  leaft  rifing  of  the  waters,  are 

"  obliged    to    pay   an  unreafonable  exaclion  at 

"  every  fer 

"   In  thefe  fmall  governments  a   man  might 

"  :ea:'onably  expect   a  much  greater  regulation 

"  of  affairs  for  the  cafe  and  benefit  of  the  peo- 

"  pie,  than   in  thole  over-grown  ftates,  where 

"  the  rules  of  juflice,  beneficence,  and  mercy, 

"  may  be  eafily  put  out  of  their  courfe,  in  paf- 

"  ring  through  the  hands  of  a  long  fubordina- 

"  tion  cf  officers. 

"  I  left  the  road  of  Milan  on  my  right  hand, 

"  on  account    cf  my   having  before   feen  that 

"  city,    and   having   palfed   through   Afti,  the 

"  frontier  town  of  Savoy,  came  in  fight  of  the 

"  Po,  which  is,  even   at    Turin,  a   fine  river, 

"  though  within  fix  miles  of  its  fource.     It  has 

"  been  made  the  fcene  of  two  or  three  poetical 

"  ftories,  and  Ovid  has  made  choLce  of  it  to 

"  throw   his  Phaetcn  into  it,  after  all  the  fmal- 

"  ler  rivers  had  been  dried  up  in  the  conflagra- 
te 
"  tion.     This  river  gives  its  name  to  the  chief 

"  ftreet  of  Turin,  which  fronts  the  Duke's  pa- 

"  lace. 

"  The   wall  ^aftions  of  Turin  arc    all 

"  lined  with  free-ftone,    and  it    takes   up  an 

"  hour 
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"  hour  and  a  half  to  walk  round  the  fortifica- 
"  ticns,  which  afford  the  molt  delightful  prof- 
"  pects. 

"  The  city,  though  not  large,  is  populous  ; 
"  but  if  it  continues  to  increafe  in  fize  and  beau- 
"  tv  as  it  has  done,  it  will  have  the  nobleft 
"  iireets  of  any  city  in  Europe.  I  here  fpeak 
"  of  the  new  city,  in  which  are  the  royal  pa- 
"  lace,  New-ftrett,  and  the  Street  of  the  Po, 
"  which  are  remarkably  fine. 

11  From  the  gate  of  the  palace  is  a  direcl 
"  profpecT.  cf  one  thoufand  and  feven  hundred 
"  paces  over  the  palace  court,  Sc.  Charles's 
"  fquare,  along  the  New-ftreet,  to  the  new 
"  bridge  ;  and  all  the  way  the  houfes  have  arch- 
"  ed  piazzas,  that  afford  flicker  in  the  heavicft 
"  rains. 

"  There  are  forty-eight  churches  and  monaf- 
"  teries  within  the  walls,  and  feventeen  more 
"  in  the  neighbourhood  •,  but  the  churches, 
"  though  old  and  in  the  Gothic  tafte,  are 
"  richly  adorned  with  fine  marble  pillars,  fta- 
"  rues  and  paintings. 

"  Turin  has  one  convenience  that  is,  perhaps, 
"  not  to  be  found  in  any  other  city  ;  and  by 
"  means  of  a  river  that  runs  along  the  upper 
"  fide  of  the  town,  they  can  convey  a  little 
"  itream  of  water  through  all  the  molt  confi- 
"  derable  ftreets,  which  ferves  to  cleanfe  the 
"  gutters,  and  to  carry  away  all  the  filth  that 
"  is  fwept  into  it,  and  every  night  the  manager 
"  opens  his  fluice,  and  diftributes  the  water  in- 
"  to  what  quarter  of  the  town  he  pleafes.  Hence, 
"  when  a  fire  happens  to  break  out,  they  have 
"  in  a  few  minutes  a  fniall  river  running  by  the 
"  very  walls  of  the  houfe  that  is  burning. 

"  The  palace  of  Turin  is  a  noble  11  ru <Sl u re, 
"  that  has  a  fine  gallery  cf  painting,  and  ano- 
"  ther  that  contains  above  three  hundred  mar- 
"  ble  ftatues,  moft  of  them  antiques. 

"  The  king  of  Sardinia  has  feveral  other  fine 
"  palaces ;  but  that  he  is  moft  fond  of  is  a 
"  league  from  Turin,  and  named  La  Venerie. 
"  Here  the  court  is  generally  kept  from  fpring 
"  to  December. 

"  The  court  cf  Turin  is  efteemed  the  moft 
"  fplendid  and  polite  of  any  in  Italy  ;  but  it 
i'  being  at  this  time  in  mourning,  I  could  not 
"  fee  it  in  its  magnificence.  The  common 
"  people  are  here  more  cxafperated  againft 
"  the  French  than  even  the  reft  of  the  Itali- 
"  ans. 

"  On  my  leaving  Turin,  I  proceeded  di- 
"  redtly  to  Geneva,  and  though  it  was  about 
"  the  beginning  of  December,  yet  as  the  fnows 
•  had  not  yet  laden,  I  had  a  very  eafy  journey 
"  over  mount  Cennis,  on  the  top  of  which  is  a 
"  large  plain,  that  has  in  the  middle  of  it  a 
"  beautiful  lake,  which  would  appear  very  ex- 
"  traordinary,  were  there  not  feveral  mountains 
"  in  the  neighbourhood  riling  over  it. 

"  1i  he  inhabitants  of  the  auiacent  places  pre- 
"  tend  that  this  lake  is  unfathomable,  and  I 
"  ri  ■  doubt  that  the  water  filled  up  a  deep 

11  valley  before  it  came  toa  levelwiththe  furfr.ee 
"  of  the  plain.  Though  this  lake  is  laid  to  be 
"  covered  with  ice  three  parts  of  the  year,  it  is 
"  well  ftocked  with  trout:'. 


"  A  traveller  finds  nothing  more  delightful 
"  in  the  natural  face  of  Italy,  than  the  feveral 
"  lakes  difperfed  among  the  many  breaks  and 
"  hollows  cf  the  Alps  and  Appennines.  For 
"  thefe  vaft  aiTemblages  of  mountains  beino- 
"  thrown  together  in  much  irregularity  and  con- 
"  fufion,  form  a  variety  of  hollow  bottoms  that 
"  often  refemble  fo  many  artificial  bafuns,where, 
"  if  any  fprings  happen  to  arife,  they  naturally 
"  fpread  themfelves  into  lakes  befure  they  can 
"  find  any  outlet  for  their  waters. 

"  The  ancient  Romans  took  much  pains  in 
"  forming  paffages  for  thefe  lakes  to  discharge 
"  themfelves  into  fome  neighbouring  river,  ei- 
"  ther  with  a  view  of  improving  the  air  or  re- 
"  covering  the  foii  that  lay  underneath  them. 
"  In  our  whole  journey  through  the  Alps, 
"  both  uhen  we  climbed,  and  when  ue  dc- 
"  fcended  them,  a  river  ran  along  the  road,which 
"  probably  at  firft  occafioned  the  difcoveiy  of 
"  this  paiTage." 

At  a  little  diftance  from  St.  Julian,  in  Savoy, 
the  Alps  begin  to  fpread  themfelves  en  all  fides, 
and  open  into  a  vaft  circuit  of  ground,  which, 
when  compared  with  the  other  parts  of  the  Alps 
may  pafs  for  a  plain  champain  country,  and 
which,  with  the  Leman  Lake,  would  make  one 
of  the  moft  dcfenfible  kingdoms  in  Europe,  if 
it  was  all  united  into  a  fingle  ftate  with  Geneva 
for  its  metropolis. 

It  happens,  however,  that  the  greateft  part  of 
this  fruitful  country  is  divided  among  three  pow- 
erful neighbours.  The  Duke  of  Savoy  has  the 
Chablais  ;  and  all  the  country  that  lies  beyond 
the  Arve,  as  far  as  to  the  Eelufe.  The  French 
King  is  mafter  of  the  whole  country  of  Gex  -, 
and  the  Canton  of  Bern  has  that  of  Vaud,  while 
Geneva,  and  its  final!  territories,  lie  in  the  Ik 
of  thefe  three  fmall  ftate s. 

The  greateft  part  of  the  city  of  Geneva  is  fi- 
tuated  on  a  hill,  and  has  its  view  bounded  on  all 
fides  by  feveral  ranges  of  mountains  •,  but  thefe 
are  :.:  ib  great  a  diftance,  that  they  leave  open  a 
furprizing  variety  of  beautiful  prolpech,  and 
from  their'fituation  cover  the  country  they  inclofe 
from  all  winds  except  the  fouth  and  north,  and 
to  the  laft  of  thefe  winds  the  inhabitants  of  this 
city  afcribe  the  healthfulnefs  of  the  air;  for  as  I 
Alps  furround  the  city  on  all  fides,  forming  a 
vaft  bafon,  within  which  is  a  well  w..tcred  coun- 
try, there  would  here  be  a  conftan:  ftagnation  of 
vapours  did  net  the  north  wind  put  them  in 
motion,  and  fcatter  them  from  time  to  time. 

From  this  fituation  the  fun  riles  later  at  Ge- 
neva, and  lets  fooner,  than  in  other  places  of 
the  lame  latitude,  and  the  tops  of  the  neigh- 
bouring mountains  are  covered  with  light  above 
half  an  hour  after  the  fun  is  down  at  Geneva. 

Theie  mountains  alio  much  increafe  the  luv.es 
of  fummer,  and  form  an  horizon  tint  has 
thing  in  it  very  lingular  and  agreeable.      On  the 
one  hand  a  long  range  of  hills  diftin  by 

the  name  of  mount  Jura  is  covered  withpaflure 
and  vineyards,  and  on  the  Other  huge  precini- 
cies  formed  of  naked  rocks  rife  in  a  thoufand 
odd  figures,  and  being  cleft  in  fome  places,  dis- 
cover high  mountains  of  fnow,  at  the  diftance 
of  feveral  leagues  behind  them. 
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To  the  imuhward,  the  hills  rifmg  more  in 
fibly,  leave  the  eye   a   vail  uninterrupted  pro- 
fpecT: ;  but  the  mdft   beautiful  view   is  that  of 
the  lake,  and  its  borders,  that  lie  north   of  the 
town. 

This  lake  refernbles  the  lea,  in  the  co- 
lour of  its  waters,  in  the  ftorms  that  are  railed 
on  it,  and  on  the  ravages  it  makes  on  its  banks. 
Ititkewrlerecen  esdiffc  rent  names  from  thecoafis 
it  waihes,'and  has  in  it  fomething  refembling  the 
ebbing  and  flowing  of  the  tide,  occafioned  by  the 
melting  of  the  fnows,thatfaH'more  copioufly  into 
it  at  noon,  than  at  other  times  of  the  day.  It 
has  live  different  (fates  bordering  on  it:  France, 
the  dutchy  of  Savoy,  the  canton  of  Bern,  the 
bifhopriek  of  Sion,  and  the  republic  of  Ge- 
neva. 

Mr.  Addilbn  made  a  little  voyage  round  the 
lake,  -and  touched  at  the  feveral  towns  on  its 
coafts,  which  took  him  up  near  five  days,  tho' 
the  wind  was  pretty  fair  all  the  way. 

The  right  fide  of  the  lake  from  Geneva,  which 
is  extremely  well  cultivated,  belongs  to  the 
Dutchy  of  Savoy.  The  greateft  entertainment 
our  author  found  in  coafting  it,  arofe  from  the 
feveral  proipecls  ot  woods,  meadows,  vineyards, 
and  corn  fields,  which  lie  on  its  borders,  and  run 
up  all  the  fides  of  the  Alps,  where  the  barren- 
nefsofthe  rocks,  or  the  ileepnefs  of  the  afcent 
will  permit. 

The  vineyards  on  this  fide  of  the  lake  being 
lefs  expofed  to  the  fun  than  thofe  on  the  other, 
the  wine  is  fctr  inferior  in  point  of  ftrength  and 
rich; 

In  this  excurfion  our  author  paiTed  by  Yvoiry, 
where  the  Duke  keeps  his  gallies,  and  lodged 
at  Tono,  the  larger!  town  on  the  lake  belonging 
to  Savov,  which  has  four  convents,  and  con- 
tains fix  or  feven  thoufand  inhabitants  ;  and  the 
lake  is  here  about  twelve  miles  in  breath. 

A  fountain  of  water  is  here  fhewn,  which  is 
much  efteemed  for  its  wholefomenefs,  and  it  is 
laid  to  weigh  two  ounces  in  a  pound  lels  than 
the  fame  mealure  of  the  water  of  the  lake,  tho' 
this  laft  is'  very  good  to  drink,  and  as  clear  as 
can  be  imagined. 

At  a  fmall  drftance  from  Tonon  Hands  Ri- 
.  paille,  where  there  is  a  onvent  of  Catthufians 
who  have  a  large  foreif.  cut  out  into  thick  and 
gloomy  walks,  luitable  to  the  genius  of  the  in- 
habitants. It  has  viftos  of  a  great  length,  which 
terminate  upon  the  lake,  and  on  one  fide  of  the 
walks,  there  is  a  near  prcfpccT:  of  the  Alps, 
where  the  rocks  are  broken  into  fteeps  and  pre- 
cipicies,  that  fill  the  mind  with  an  agreeable 
kind  of  horror,  and  form  one  of  the  moft  irre- 
gular fcenes  in  the  world. 

The  houfe  now  in  the  poffefilon  of  the  Car- 
thufians,  formerly  belonged  to  the  hermits  of 
St.  Maur'.ce,  and  is  famous  in  hiitory  for  the 
retreat  of  the  Anti-Pope  Felix  V. 

The  next  day  our  author  faw  feveral  fmall 
towns  on  the  coaft  of  Savoy,  the  inhabitants  of 
which  were  miferably  poor  •,  and  approaching 
nearer  to  the  end  of  the  lake,  the  mountains  on 
each  fide  grow  thicker  and  higher,  till  they  at 
lafi  almoft  meet. 
On  the  tops  of  the  mountains,  fharp  rocks  are 


frequently  feen  (landing  above  the  relt ;  for  thefe 

mountains    having    been   probably  once   much 

higher   than  they  are  at  prefent,  die  rains  have 

bed  away  abundance  of  the  toil,  and  left  the 

veins  of  (lone  fhooting  out  of   them-,    as  in  a 

ived    body,    the   fleih    continues    (hrinking 

i  the  bones. 

The  natural  hiftories  of  Swificrland  fre- 
quently mention  the  fall  of  thefe  rocks,  and  the 
damage  they  have  done,  when  the  foundations 
have  been  mouldered  with  great  age,  or  rent  by 
an  earthquake. 

In  feveral  parts  of  the  Alps,  our  author  faw 
at  a  diftance  vail:  pits  of  fnow  ;  and  at  a  greater 
diftaoce,  ieveral  mountains   quite  covered  with 
it :   and  this  confuiion  of  mountains  and  hollows 
furnifhed  him  with  a  moft  probable   reafon  for 
thole  periodical  fountains  in  Swifferland,  which 
only  (low  at  fome  particular  hours  of  the  day  ;  ' 
tor   as    the  tops  ot   thefe   mountains    caft  their 
fhadows  upon  one  another,  they  hinder  the  fun, 
at   certain    times,     from    (hining  on   particular 
paits  where  there  are    heaps   of  fnow,  which 
have  t'.e  fun  lying  upon  them  two  or  three  hours 
together,  and  are  in  the  fhade  all  the  reft  of  the 
day  :  if,  therefore,  any  particular  fountain  takes 
its  rife  from  theie  refeivoirs  of  fnow,  it  will  of 
courle  begin  to  flow  at  fuch   hours  as   the  fnow 
begins  to   meit  .    but  as  foon  as  the  fun  leaves 
it  to  freeze  and  harden  again,  the  fountain  dries 
up,  and    receives  no   more  fupplies,  till  about 
the  fame  time  the   next   day,  when  the  heat  of 
the  Sun  lets  the   (now   running,  that  falls   into 
the  fame  little  canals   and  conduits,  and  confe- 
quently  break  out  and  difcover  themfclves  at  the 
lame  time  and  place. 

The  Rhone  enters  the  extremity  of  the  lake, 
and  at  the  time  Mr.  Addiion  was  there,  brought 
along  with  it  a  prodigious  quantity  of  water  -, 
for  the  rivers  and  lakes  of  this  country  are 
much  higher  in  fummer  than  in  winter,  on  ac- 
count of  the  melting  cf  the  fnow. 

"  It  is  furpiifing,  (fays  our  ingenious  author) 
"  that  learned  men  could  fall  into  fuch  an  ab- 
"  furdity,  as  to  believe  that  this  river  preicrves 
"  itfelt  unmixed  with  the  lake,  for  a  ccurie  of 
"  many  miles,  till  its  going  out  at  Geneva. 

"  When  I  faw  it,  it  was  extremely  muddy 
1  at  its  entrance  ;  but  as  clear  as  rock  water  at 

•  its  going  out,  and    befides  brought  in  much 

•  more  water  than  it  carried  off".  The  river 
'  indeed  is  preferved  for  about  a  quarter  of  a 
'  mile  in  the  lake,  but  is  afterwards  fo  wholly 
1  mixed,  that  nothing  like  a  dream  can  be  dif- 
'  covered,  till  within  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
'  of  Geneva. 

"  From  the  end  of  the  lake  to  the  fonrce  of 
'  the  Rhone  lies  a  valley  of  about  four  days 
'  journey  in  length,  which  gives  the  name  of 
'  Vallefins  to  its  inhabitants,  and  is  fubjeel  to 
'  the  bifhop  of  Sion> 

"  I  lodged  the  fecond  night  at  Villa  Neuve, 
'  a  litde  town  in  the  canton  of  Bern,  where  I 

•  met  with  good  accommodations,  and  a  much 
'  greater  appearance  of  plenty  than  on  the  o- 
•'  ther  fide  of  the  lake. 

"  Having  the  next  day  palled  by  the  caftle 
"  of  Chillon,  I  came  to  Verfoy,  another  town 

"  in 
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in  the  canton  of  Bern,  and  the  next  day  I 
fpent  at  Laufanne,  the  moft  confiderable 
town  on  die  lake  next  to  Geneva. 
"  I  was  there  {hewn  a  wall  of  the  cathedral 
church  that  was  opened  by  an  earthquake, 
and  ibme  years  after  fhut  again  by  a  fecond, 
but  though  the  crack  is  at  prefent  no  more 
than  juft  difcernible,  there  were  at  this  time 
feveral  perfons  in  the  town  who  had  formerly 
pafied  through  it. 

"  Laufanne  was  once  a  republic,  but  is  now 
uader  the  cantcn  of  Bern,  and  like  the  reft 
of  the  dominions  of  that  canton  is  governed 
by  a  bailiff  lent  them  by  the  fenate  of  Bern 
every  three  years.  It  is  remarkable  that  there 
is  one  ftreet  in  this  town,  in  which  the  peo- 
ple have  the  privilege  of  acquitting  or  con- 
demning any  one  of  their  own  body  in  affairs 
of  life  and  death,  and  as  every  inhabitant  of 
this  ftreet  has  his  vote,  houfes  fell  better 
here  than  in  any  other  part  of  the  town.  They 
told  me  that  not  many  years  before  a  cobler 
had  the  calling  vote  for  the  life  of  a  criminal, 
which  he  gracioufly  gave  on  the  merciful 
fide. 

"  From  Laufanne  I  coafted  along  the  coun- 
try of  Vaud,  which  is  the  moft  fertile  and 
beft  cultivated  of  any  among  the  Alps.  It 
was  formerly  fubje£b  to  the  Duke  of  Savoy  ; 
but  was  won  from  him  by  the  canton  of 
Bern,  and  fecured  to  that  canton  by  the 
treaty  of  Julian.  I  flopped  at  Morge, 
where  there  -is  an  artificial  port,  and  the  ap- 
pearance of  more  trade,  than  in  any  other  town 
on  the  lake. 

"  I  next  proceeded  to  Nyon,  where  the 
Colonia  Equeftns  which  Julius  Csefar  fettled 
in  this  country,  is  generally  fuppofed  to  have 
been  planted.  Statues  and  old  Roman  in- 
fcriptions  have  often  been  dug  up  here,  and 
as  I  walked  in  the  town,  I  obferved  on  the 
walls  of  feveral  houfes,  the  fragments  of  vaft 
Corinthian  columns,  with  feveral  other  pieces 
of  architecture,  which  muft  have  formerly 
belonged  to  fome  very  noble  edifice. 
"  At  «bout  the  diftance  of  five  miles  from 
Nyon  are  ft  ill  fhewn  the  ruins  of  Caefar's 
wall,  which  as  he  has  defcribed  it  in  his 
commentaries,  extended  eighteen  miles  from 
mount  Tura  to  the  borders  of  the  lake.     The 


next  town  I  came  to,  was  Verfoy,  whicli  be- 
longing to  the  French  King,  I  could  not 
have  an  opportunity  of  feeing.;  but  it  has 
the  reputation  of  being  extremely  poor  and 
mean. 

"  From  thence  I  failed  directly  for  Geneva, 
which  affords  a  noble  profpefr.  from  the  lake. 
Near  this  laft  city  there  are  feveral  quarries 
of  free  ftone  that  run  under  the  lake  •,  which 
they  obtain  in  the  following  manner  •,  when 
the  water  is  at  the  loweft,  they  make  within 
its  borders  a  fmall  fquare,  inclofed  with  four 
walls,  and  in  this  fquare  they  fink  a  pit,  and 
dig  for  free  ftone;  thus  when  the  lake  rifes 
and  runs  on  all  fides  of  them,  they  are  pre- 
ferved  from  it  by  the  walls,  and  the  great 
convenience  of  carriage  makes  theie  ftones 
much  cheaper,  than  any  that  can  be  found 
upon  firm  land. 

"  The  lake  on  its  approaching  Geneva  gra- 
dually decreafes  in  breadth,  till  at  laft  it 
changes  its  name  into  that  of  the  Rhome, 
which  turns  all  the  mills  in  the  town,  and 
notwithftanding  its  being  very  deep,  is  ex- 
tremely rapid. 

"  I  have  feen  great  part  of  the  courfe  of 
this  river,  and  cannot  help  thinking,  it  has 
been  guided  by  the  particular  hand  of  pro- 
vidence :  It  rifes  in  the  very  midft  of  the 
Alps,  and  has  a  long  valley  diat  appears 
as  if  hewn  out  on  purpefe  to  give  a  paffage 
to  its  waters,  from  its  numerous  rocks  and 
mountains  that  are  on  all  fides. 
"  This  brings  it  almoft  on  a  direct  line  fo 
Geneva,  where  it  would  overflow  all  the 
country,  were  there  not  one  particular  clift 
that  divides  a  vaft  circuit  of  mountains,  and 
conveys  it  to  Lyons,  and  from  Lyons  there 
is  another  great  rent,  which  runs  acrofs  the 
whole  country,  in  almoft  another  ftrait  line  ■> 
and  notwithftanding  the  vaft  height  of  the 
mountains  that  rife  about  it,  gives  it  the 
fhortcft  courfe  it  could  take  to  fall  into  the 
fea. 

"  Had  a  river  like  this  been  left  to  itfelf  to 
find  its  way  out  from  among  the  Alps,  what- 
ever windings  it  had  made,  it  muft  have 
formed  feveral  little  leas,  and  have  laid  many 
countries  under  water,  before  it  had  reached 
the  end  of  its  courfe." 
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A  defcnption  of  Fribourg,  and  of  a  remarkable  hermitage  between  that  town  and  Bern  ■  an 
account  of  the  city  of  Bern  ;  a  defection  ofSoleurre,  Meldingen,  Zurich,  the  territories  of 
the  abbot  of  St.  Gaul,  and  of  the  republic  of  that  name  j  an  account  of  the  political  laws 
and  c^oms  of  Geneva  and  Smferlad ;  the  lake  of  Conftance,  and  the  towns  of  Infpruck 
and  Hall dejertbea ';  account  of  the  fait  works  of  the  lajlcity,  and  the  courfe  of  the  River  Inn  , 
Jome  account  of  the  valley  of  Tirol. 


o 


N  Mr.  Addifon's  leaving  Geneva,  he  tra- 
velled to  Laufanne,  and  from  thence  to 
Fribourg,  which  is  but  a  mean  town, 
confidering  it  as  the  capital  of  lb  large  a  canton, 
and  its  fituation  is  fo  irregular,  that  the  inhabi- 
tants are  obliged  to  climb  up  to  feveral  parts  of 
it,  of  a  prodigious  height  ;  but  this  inconveni- 
ence is  counterbalanced  by  a  fingular  advan- 
tage ;  for  having  feveral  refervoirs  on  the  tops 
of  the  mountains,  if  a  fire  breaks  out  in  any  part 
of  the  town,  they,  by  opening  a  fluke,  convey 
a  river  to  the  very  fpot  where  it  is  immediately 
wanted. 

There  are  in  this  town  four  churches,  four 
convents  of  men,  and  as  many  of  women.  The 
finall  chapel  called  the  Salutation  is  a  very  neat 
edifice,  and  the  Jefuits  college  is  faid  to  be  the 
fined  in  all  Swifferlarid.  It  is  very  large,  and 
has  feveral  beautiful  profpeds  from  the  different 
parts  of  it. 

The  Jefuits  have  a  colle&ion  of  pictures  of  the 
fathers  of  their  order  who  have  diftinguifhed 
themlelves  by  their  piety  and  learning,°and  a- 
mong  the  reft,  many  Englifhmen  whom  we  term 
rebels,  and  they  martyrs. 

At  the  Capuchines  convent,  our  author  law 
the  Efcargatoire,  which  is  a  fquare  place  board- 
ed m,  and  filled  with  a  vaft  quantity  of  laror 
ihails,  which  when  well  dreffed,  are  efteemed 
excellent  food.  The  floor  is  ftrewed  about  half 
a  foot  deep  with  feveral  kinds  of  plants,  amono- 
which  the  fnails  neftle  all  the  winter. 

At  Lent  they  open  their  magazines,  and  take 
out  of  them  the  beft  meagre  food  in  the  world  ; 
tor  there  is  no  difh  of  fifh  which  they  efteem 
comparable  to  a  ragout  of  fnails. 

On  Mr.  Addifon's  leaving  Fribourg,  he,  about 
two  leagues  from  thence,  faw  an°  hermitage 
winch  is  efteemed  the  greateft  curiofity  in  thele 
parts.  It  is  fituated  in  the  moft  agreeable  fo- 
litude  imaginable,  among  woods  and  rocks 
which  at  firft  fight  difpofe  a  man  to  be  ferious. 

In  this  place  an  hermit  had  lived  twenty-five 
years,  who  with  his  own  hand  had  formed  in  the 
rock  a  pretty  chapel,  a  facrifty,  a  chamber,  kit- 
chen, cellar  and  other  conveniencies. 

Notwithftanding  the  rooms  lie  very  deep  his 


In  the  year  1708,  this  unfortunate  hermit,  car- 
tying  back  forne  young  people  that  came  to  vifit  him 
on  the  confecrating  his  chapel,   was  drowned  in  the 


N? 


Q. 


chimney  is  carried  up  through  the  whole  rock, 
fo  that  the  Iky  may  be  feen  through  it. 

He  had  likewife  cut  the  fide  of  the  rock  into 
a  flat  for  a  garden,  and  by  laying  on  it  wafte 
earth,  which  he  found  in  feveral  places  in  the 
neighbourhood,  made  fuch  a  fpot  of  it  as  fur- 
nifhed  out  a  kind  of  luxury  for  a  hermit. 

Having  obferved  drops  of  water  diftilling 
from  feveral  parts  of  the  rock,  he,  by  following 
the  veins,  made  two  or  three  fountains  in  the 
bowels  of  the  mountain,  which  at  once  watered 
his  garden,  and  ferved  for  the  fupply  of  his 
table.'* 

'I  he  roads  from  hence  to  Bern  our  author 
found  very  bad,  and  paffed  a  great  part  of  the 
way  through  woods  of  fir-trees.  The  great 
quantity  of  timber  in  this  country  induces  the 
inhabitants  to  mend  their  highways  with  wood 
inftead  of  llone. 

Mr.  Addifon  fays  he  could  not  help  obferving 
the  manner  in  which  the  people  here  build  their 
barns.  Having  made  a  frame  of  wood  for  the 
foundation,  they  place  the  four  corners  of  it 
upon  four  hwge  blocks  cut  in  fuch  a  fhape  that, 
neither  mice  nor  any  other  vermin  can  creep  up 
the  fides  of  them  ;  and  by  this  means  the  corn 
is  likewife  preferved  from  the  moifture  it  might 
receive  from  the  ground.  The  whole  weight  of 
the  barn,  and  every  thing  in  it,  is  fupported  by 
thele  blocks. 

On  approaching  Bern,  you  defcend  a  moun- 
tain, at  the  foot  of  which  lies  that  city,  upon 
another  acclivity.  At  firft  it  is  very  narrow,  but 
widens  in  the  afcent,  and  at  the  top,  where  it  is 
almoft  level,  fpreads  into  large  ftreets.  The 
houfes  are  moftly  of  fine  white  free-ftone,  and 
along  the  main  ftreets  are  piazzas,  one  fide  of 
which  is  taken  up  with  the  fhops -and  houfes  of 
tradefmen. 

What  afforded  our  author  moft  pleafure  at 
Bern  was  their  public  walks  by  the  great  church 
Thefe  are  raifed  a  prodigious  height,  and  that 
their  weight  might  not  break  down  the  walls 
and  pilafters  which  furround  them,  they  are 
built  upon  arches. 

Tho'  thele  walks  are  as  high  from  the  ftreets 
and  gardens  that  lie  at  the  foot  of  them  as  moft 


river  Sane,  which  runs  by  the  hermitaSe,  and  on 
which  he  ufed,  once  a  week,  to  fetch  neceilaries  from 
the  town  in  a  little  boat. 

fteeples 
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fteeples  in  England,  yet  about  forty  years  ago, 
a  perfon  in  his  drink  fell  down  from  the  very  top 
to  the  bottom,  without  doing  himfelf  any  other 
hurt  than  breaking  an  arm. 

From  this  walk  there  is  the  nobleft  fummer 
profpeiit  in  the  world  •,  for  it  affords  a  full  view 
of  a  prodigious  range  of  mountains  that  lie  in 
the  country  of  the  Grifons,  and  are  covered  with 
mow.  Thefe  are  about  twenty-five  leagues  dif- 
tance  from  the  town,- though  their  height  and 
colour  makes  them  feem  much  nearer. 

The  cathedral  ftands  on  one  fide  of  thefe 
walks  -,  it  is  a  mailer-piece  in  Gothic  architec- 
ture, and  perhaps  the  moft  magnificent  of  any  of 
the  proteltant  churches,  except  thole  of  Eng- 
land. 

Mr.  Addifon  vifited  the  Arienal,  where  there 
are  laid  to  be  arms  for  twenty  thoufand  men. 
There  is  here  fhewn  the  figure  and  armour  of 
the  count  who  founded  the  town,  and  thofe  of 
the  famous  Tell,  who  is  repreiented  z$  fhooting 
the  apple  on  his  fon's  head. 

They  likewife  fhew  abundance  of  arms,  which 
they  took  from  the  Burgundians  in  the  three 
great  battles  which  eftablifhed  them  in  the  poi- 
lefiion  of  their  liberties,  and  deftroyed  the  great 
duke  of  Burgundy  himfelf,  together  with  the 
braveftof  his  fubjecls. 

In  the  whole  world  there  is  not  a  country 
better  iupplied  with  water,  than  the  feveral  parts 
of  SwifTerlahd  that  our  author  travelled  through. 
In  the  town  of  Bern  a  great  number  of  hand 
fome  fountains  are  placed  at  fet  diftances  from 
one  end  of  the  llreet  to  the  other  ;  and  every 
where  upon  the  roads,  there  are  iprings  conti- 
nually running  into  huge  troughs  that  ftand  un- 
derneath them :  which  is  of  the  utmoft  advan- 
tage in  a  country  that  abounds  fo  much  with 
horfes  and  cattle  :  but  there  are  fuch  numbers 
of  iprings  breaking  out  of  the  fides  of  the  hills, 
and  fuch  vail  quantities  of  wood  proper  for  mak- 
ing pipes,  that  it  is  no  wonder  they  are  fo  well 
iupplied  with  fountains. 

Soleurre,orSolothurn,  which  is  the  next  town 
of  any  cenfequence,  appeared  to  Mr.  Addifon  to 
have  a  greater  air  of  politenefs  than  any  he  faw 
in  Swifierland. 

The  neighbourhood  of  Solothurn  is  planted 
with  very  fine  walks  •,  and  the  river  Aar  runs 
through  the  city,  which  is  iurrounded,  on  both 
iides  that  river,  with  new  fortifications  of  free- 
ftone,  at  a  vaft  expence. 

The  Jefuits  church  there  is  famous  for  its 
paintings,  ftucco  work,  and  frontifpiece,  to  which 
Lewis  XIV.  gave  ten  thoufand  livres.  This 
is  the  fineft  modern  building  in  Swifierland. 

At  a  fmall  diftance  from  it  flood  the  old  ca- 
thedral, on  the  afcent  to  which  are  two  antique 
pillars,  which  by  their  proportion  feem.  to  be  of 
the  Tufcan  order  and  belonged  to  an  old  hea- 
then temple  dedicated  to  Hermes.  The  whole 
fortification  of  Soleurre  is  faced  with  marble.  Its 
beftfortifications  are,  however,  the  high  mountains 
that  lie  within  its  neighbourhood,  and  feparate  it 
from  Franche  Compte. 

The  next  day  he  arrived  at  the  little  town  of 
Meldingen.  and  was  furprized  to  find  that  in  all 


the  road  through  SwiiTcrland,  the  wine,  produ- 
ced in  the  country  of  Vaud,  on  the  borders  of 
the  lake  of  Geneva  is  extremely  cheap,  notwith- 
standing the  great  diftance  between  the  vineyards 
and  the  towns  where  that  wine  is  fold  ;  but  the 
navigable  rivers  of  Swifierland  are,  in  this  re- 
fpe£t,  of  as  great  advantage  to  the  inhabitants,  as 
thefea  is  to  iheEnglifh.  Thevintageis  nofodner 
over  than  they  fhip  off  their  wine  upon/he  lake, 
by  which  all  the  towns  upon  its  borders  are  fur- 
nifhed.  That  defigned  for  other  purrs  of  the 
country  they  unload  at  Vevy,  and  after  ab.:vE 
half  a  day's  land  carriage  convey  it  into  the  Aar, 
by  which  it  is  b;  ought  down  the  ftream  to  Bern, 
Soleurre,  and  in  fhort  diftributed  through  all 
the  richeft  parts  of  Swifierland. 

Thus  providence  has  formed  a  natural  com- 
munication by  the  rivers  and  lakes  of  this  coun- 
try, which  is  at  fo  great  a  diftance  from  the 
fea. 

The  canton  of  Bern  is  efteemedas  powerful  as 
all  the  reft  togtther  •,  for  it  can  fend  one  hundred 
thoufand  men  intx>  the  field  :  but  the  fqidiers  of 
the  catholic  cantons,  who  are  much  poorer,  and 
en  that  account  obliged  to  enter  oftener  Into 
foreign  armies,  are  iaid  to  be  more  efkeraed 
than  the  protectants. 

Our  author  flopped  one  night  at  Meldingen, 
which  is  a  little  pcpiili  town,  with  only  cm 
church,  and  no  convent.  This  is,  however,  a 
republic  of  itfelf,  under  the  protection  of  the 
eight  ancient  cantons  ;  and  it  contains  one  hun- 
dred citizens,  and  about  one  thoufand  inhabi- 
tants in  the  whole. 

The  government  is  modelled  in  the  fame  man- 
ner as  that  in  the  other  cantons,  as  much  as  it  is 
poffible  for  fo  fmall  a  community  to  imitate 
thofe  of  a  greater  extent  :  for  which  reafon  iho* 
they  have  but  little  bufimfs,  they  have  all  the 
variety  of  officers  and  councils  that  are  to  be 
found  in  the  greater  ft ates.  They  have  a  town- 
houfe,  adorned  with  the  arms  of  their  protectors, 
the  eight  cantons,  and  three  councils  -,  the  great 
council  of  fourteen,  the  little  council  of  ten,  and 
the  privy  council  of  three. 

The  two  Avoyers  are  the  chief  perfons  of  the 
ftate  ;  and  when  Mr.  Addifon  was  there,  the 
reigning  Avoyer  or  Doge  of  the  commonwealth, 
was  a  ion  of  the  innkeeper  where  he  lodged,; 
and  his  father  had  enjoyed  the  fame  honour  be- 
fore him. 

The  revenue  arifing  from  this  high  poft  is 
about  thirty  pounds  a  year.  Every  Thunday 
the  feveral  councils  meet  upon  affairs  of  ftate,  as 
the  repairs  of  a  trough,  the  mending  of  a  pave- 
ment, or  the  like  important  bufinefs. 

A  river  which  runs  through  their  dominions 
puts  them  to  the  expence  of  a  very  large  wood- 
en bridge,  which  is  covered  over  head  like  the 
reft  in  Swifierland.  All  who  travel  over  it  pay 
a  certain  toll,  for  its  maintenance,  and  the  French 
Ambafiador  frequently  palling  this  way,  his 
mafter  allows  the  town  a  penfion  of  twenty 
pounds  fterling,  on  which  account  they  are  ex- 
tremely induftrious  in  raifing  all  the  men  they 
can  for  his  fervice. 

The  preierving  of  this  bridge,  and  the  regu- 
lation 
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lation  of  the  dues  arifing  from  it,  are  the  grand 
affairs  that  cut  out  employment  for  the  council 
of  date.'  There  are  three  other  towns  that  have 
the  fame  privileges  and  protectors. 

Our  author  dined  the  next  day  at  Zurich, 
which  is  agreeably  Grafted  on  the  out-let  of  the 
lake  and  is  accounted  the  handfomeft  town  in 
Swifferland;  The  chief  places  fhewri  to  Gran- 
gers are  the  arienal,  the  library,  and  the  town 
houfe. 

This  laft  is  a  very  fine  pile  of  building,  and  is 
fo  well  deiigned  that  it  would  make  a ^  nod  fi- 
gure even  in  Italy.  But  they  have  fpoMed  the 
beauty  of  the  walls  with  abundance  of  chikiiili 
Latin  fentences,  that  frequently  confift  in  a 
jingle  of  words  •,  for  the  wits  of  Swifllrland  are 
not  yet  got  out  of  the  Anagram  and  Acrcftick. 

The  frontifpiece  to  this  edifice  has  pillars  of  a 
beautiful  black  marble  ftreaked  with  white, 
which  is  found  in  the  neighbouring  mountains, 
and  the  chambers  fcr  'the  feveral  councils,  with 
the  other  apartments,  are  very  neat. 

The  Library  is  a  fpacious  room,  and  well  fill- 
ed •,  and  over  it  is  another  room  furnifhed  with 
feveral  curiofities,  natural  and  artificial ;  par- 
ticularly an  enormous  map  of  the  whole  country 
.of  Zurich  drawn  with  a  pencil,  in  which  is  in- 
ferted  every  fountain  and  fmall  hill  in  their  do- 
minions. 

Our  author,  at  the  diftance  of  about  a  day's 
journey  from  Zurich,  entered  the  territories  of 
the  Abbot  of  St.  Gaul,  which  are  twelve  hours 
riding  in  length,  and  four  in  breadth,  and  the 
■  abbot  is  able  to  raife  an  army  of  twelve  thoufand 
men,  well  armed  and  difciplined. 

This  abbot  is  fovereign  of  the  whole  country, 
and  under  the  protection  of  the  cantons  of  Zu- 
rich, Lucerne,  Claris,  and  Switz.  He  is  always 
chofen  out  of  the  abbey  of  Benedictines  at  St. 
Gaul,  where  every  father  and  brother  of  the 
convent  has  a  voice  in  his  election,  which  muft 
afterwards  be  confirmed  by  the  Pope. 

Before  the  abbot  enters  on  any  affair  of  im- 
portance, as  the  levying  a  tax,  or  declaring  v/ar, 
he  takes  the  advice  and  confent  ol  his  chapter. 
His  chief  lay  officer  is  the  high  fteward  of  the 
houfhold,  who  is  nominated  by  himfclf,  and  has 
the  management  of  all  affairs  under  him  •,  and 
there  are  feveral  other  judges,  appointed  for  the 
feveral  parts  of  his  dominions,  from  whom  there 
always  lies  an  appeal  to  the  prince,  who  com- 
monly refides  at  the  Benedictine  convent  at  St. 
Gaul  ;  though  the  town  of  St.  Gaul  is  a  little 
proteftant  republic,  entirely  independant  of  the 
Abbot,  and  under  the  protection  of  the  can- 
tons. 

It  is  furprizing  to  find  fuch  a  number  of  rich 
Burgeffes  in  the  town  of  St.  Gaul,  and  fo  few 
poor  people  in  a  place  that  has  fcarce  any  lands 
belonging  to  it,  and  hardly  any  revenue  that 
arifes  from  its  trade.  But  the  wealth  of  this 
little  ftate  confifts  in  its  linnen  manufacture,  in 
which  people  of  all  ages  and  conditions  are  em- 
ployed. 

The  adjacent  country  furnifhes  them  with  vaft 
quantities  of  flax,  of  which  they  are  laid  to  make 
every  year  forty  thoufand  pieces  of  linnen  cloth, 


reckoning  two  hundred  ells  to  the  piece,  and 
fome  of  it  as  fine,  and  white  as  any  that  can  be 
found  in  Holland. 

This  linnen  they  fend  upon  mules  into  Ger- 
many, Spain,  Italy,  and  all  the  adjacent  coun- 
tries. In  the  town  of  St.  Gaul,  and  the  houfes 
fcattered  about  it,  there  are  computed  near  ten 
thoufand  fouls,  of  which  there  are  fixtecn  hun- 
dred Burgeffes  •,  out  of  which  body  their  coun- 
cils and  Burgomalters  are  chofen  as  in  other  go- 
vernments of  Swifferhnd,  which  are  every  where 
of  the  fame  nature,  the  difference  only  confifling 
in  tie  numbers  of  fuch  as  are  employed  in  Hate 
affairs,  which  are  in  proportion  to  the  grandeur 
of  their  refpeclive  dates. 

The  abbey  and  the  town  have  a  great  averfion 
to  each  other,  and  yet  in  the  general  diet  of  the 
cantons,  their  reprelentatives  lit  together,  and 
act  in  concert.  The  abbot  deputing  his  High 
Steward  of  the  houfhdd,  and  the  town  one  of 
its  Burgo-maflers. 

About  four  years  before  our  author's  arrival 
there,  the  town  and  abbey  were  on  the  point' of. 
coming  to  an  open  rupture,  owing  to  the  fol- 
lowing circumfcar.ee. — In  one  of  their  annual 
proceliions,  a  Benedictine  monk  carried  his  crofs 
erected  through  the  town,  followed  by  a  train 
of  three  or  four  thoufand  peafcnts  ;  but  he  had 
no  iooner  entered  the  convent  than  the  whole 
town  v/as  in  a  tumult,  occafioned  by  the  prieft's 
carrying  his  crofs  in  that  manner,  contrary  to  all 
precedents. 

The  Burgeffes  inftantly  took  up  arms,  and 
drew  down  four  pieces  of  their  cannon  to  the 
gates  of  the  abbey  ;  whereupon  thole  who  ha  1 
formed  the  proceflion  were  afraid  to  return  by 
the  way  they  came  •,  but  after  the  devotions  of 
of  the  monks  were  finifhed,  went  out  at  a  back 
door  that  led  immediately  into  the  abbot's  terri- 
tories ;  and  the  abbot,  being  greatly  exafperat- 
ed,  raifed  an  army,  blocked  up  the  town  on  the 
fide  that  faced  his  dominions,  and  forbad  his 
fubjeels  funilhing.it  with  any'of  their  commodi- 
ties. 

When  all  things  were  thus  ripe  for  a 
war,  the  cantons,  their  protectors,  inferpofed 
as  umpires  in  the  difpute,  fentenced  the  town 
to  pay  a  fine  of  two  thoufand  crOwns,  for 
appearing  too  forward  in  the  quarrel,  and  at  the 
fame  time  enacted,  that  whenever  any  proceffioa 
entered  their  walls,  the  prieft  fhould  let  the  crofi 
hang  about  his  neck,  without  prefumirtg  to 
touch  it  with  either  hand,  till  he  came  within  the 
precincts  of  the  abbey. 

At  this  time  the  town  could  bring  into  the  . 
field  near  two  thoufand  well  armed  and  dilci- 
plined  men,  with  which  force  they  imagine  I 
they  could  make  head  againft  twelve  or  fifteen 
thoufand  peafants,  which  the  abbot  is  capable  of 
raifing  in  his  territories  ;  but  the  Abbot's  Pro- 
teftant fubjecls  who  are  laid  to  amount  to  ( ne 
third  of  the  people,  might  in  cafe  ot  a  war, 
abandon  their  Prince's  caufe,  for  that  of  their 
religion. 

The  town  has  churches  in  proportion  to  the 
bignefs  of  the  ftate  ;  a  library,  town  houfes,  and 
an  arfenal.     It  k  :nough  fortified  to  refill 

any 
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any  fudden  attack,  and  to  give  the  cantons  time 
to  come  to  their  afiiftance. 

The  abbey  is  far  from  being  fo  magnificent 
as  might  be  expected  from  its  endowments  :  the 
church  is  one  large  nave  with  a  double  ile  to  it, 
and  at  each  end  is  a  fpacious  choir,  one  of  which 
is  fupported  by  very  large  ftone  pillars,  cafed 
over  it  witli  a  compofuion  that  looks  extremely 
like  marble. 

On  the  walls  and  ckding  of  the  church  are  lifts 
of  Kings,  Queens,  Popes,  Cardinals,  Archbi- 
ihops,  Saints  and  Martyrs,  who  had  been  of  the 
Benedictine  order,  and  there  are  feveral  pictures 
of  thole  who  have  been  diftinguifhed  by  their 
birth,  fanfcity,  or  miracles,  with  inicriptions  that 
contain  the  name  and  hiftory  of  the  perfons  re- 
presented. 

The  town  and  abbey  of  St.  Gaul  carry  a  bear 
in  their  arms.  Tiie  Roman  Catholics  have  the 
memory  of  this  bear  in  very  great  veneration, 
and  reprefent  him  as  the  firft  convert  made  by 
their  Saint  in  this  country. 

One  of  the  moft  learned  of  the  BenedicYine 
Monks,  with  tears  of  affecYion  in  his  eyes,  gave 
our  author  the  following  hiftory  of  him.  It 
Items  that  St.  Gaul, who  is  here  called  the  Great 
Apollle  of  Germany,  found  all  this  country 
little  better  than  a  vaft  defart,  and  as  he  was 
walking  cut  on  a  very  cold  day,  happened  to 
meet  a  bear,  when  inftead  of  being  ftartled  at  the 
rencounter,  he  gravely  ordered  the  bear  to  bring 
him  a  bundle  of  wood,  and  to  make  him  a  fire  ; 
upon  which  the  bear  ierved  him  in  the  beft  man- 
ner he  could,  and  at  his  departure,  was  ordered 
by  the  faint  to  retire  into  the  very  depths  of  the 
woods,  and  there  to  fpend  the  remainder  of  his 
life,  without  hurting  man  or  beaft.  From  this 
time,  added  the  monk,  the  bear  lived  irre- 
proachably, and  obferved  the  orders  given  him 
by  the  faint,  till  the  day  of  his  death. 

"  It  affords  a  very  pkafing  view,  (fays  our 
"  author)  to  confider  the  profound  pence 
"  and  tranquility  which  reigns  in  Swifferland 
"  and  its  alliances,  and  it  is  very  furprizing  to 
"  fee  fuch  a  knot  of  governments  fo  divided 
"  among  themfelves  with  refpect  to  religion, 
"  maintain  fuch  an  uninterrupted  union,  that 
"  no  one  of  them  attempts  to  invade  the  rights 
''  or  another,  but  remains  contented  within  the 
"  bounds  of  its  firft  eftablilhment.  This  may 
"  chiefly  be  afcribei  to  the  difpofition  of  the 
"  people,  and  die  conftitution  of  the  govcrn- 
"   rnents. 

"  Were  the  Swifs  animated  by  zeal,  or  am- 
"  bition,  fome  of  their  ftates  could  foon  break 
"  in  upon  the  reft  •,  or  were  thefe  ftates  fo  many 
"  principalities,  an  ambitious  fovereign  at  the 
'•  head  of  any  one  of  them  would  embroil  his 
"  neighbours,  and  facrifice  the  repofe  of  his 
L'  fubjedis  to  his  own  glory. 

'  But  fince  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  countries 
"  are  naturally  of  a  grave  and  phlegmatic  tem- 
•  per,  if  any  of  their  leading  members  have 
'  more  fire  and  ipirit  than  the  reft,  it  is 
'  foon  tempered  by  the  coolnefs  and  mode- 
'  ration  of  the  others,  who  fit  with  him  at  the 
'   helm. 

To  this  may  be  added,  that  they  receive 


"  a  confiderable  advantage  by  having  a  great 
"  part  of  thefe  governments  naturally  intrench- 
"  ed  among  woods,  and  thofe  ftupendous  moun- 
"  tains  the  Alps. 

"  None  of  the  diforders  are  to  be  found  a- 
"  mong  them  that  might  be  expected  in  fuch 
"  a  multitude  of  ftates  •,  for  no  fooner  does 
"  any  public  rupture  happen,  than  it  is  im- 
"  diately  clofed  by  the  moderation  and  good 
"  offices  of  the  reft. 

"  The  confiderable  governments  among  the 
"  Alps  are  commonwealths,  which  is  a  confti- 
"  tution  the  moft  adapted  of  any  to  the  pover- 
"  ty  and  barrennefs  of  the  countries;  it  is  there- 
"  fore  the  principal  endeavour  of  the  feveral 
"  cantons,  to  preferve  the  greateft  plainnefs 
"  and  fimplicity  of  manners,  and  to  banifh 
"  from  among  them  every  thing  that  has  the 
"  appearance  of  pomp  or  fuperfluity ;  for 
"  fhould  dreffing,  feafting,  and  balls,  once  get 
"  among  the  cantons,  their  military  roughnefs 
"  would  be  foon  loft;  their  tempers  would  become 
"  too  foft  for  their  climates,  and  their  expences 
"  exceed  their  income  ;  and  as  the  materials 
"  of  luxury  muft  be  brought  from  other 
"  nations,  they  would  inftantly  ruin  a  coun- 
"  try  that  is  not  overftocked  with  money, 
"  and  has  few  commodities  of  its  own  to  ex- 
"  port. 

"  Hence  every  thing  is  prohibited  that  may 
"  introduce  vanity  and  luxury.  Belides  the 
"  feveral  fines  fet  upon  plays,  games,  balls, 
"  and  feafting,  they  have  many  cuftoms  which 
"  greatly  contribute  to  the  prefervation  of  their 
"  ancient  fimplicity. 

"  The  Eurgefies,  at  the  head  of  the  govern- 
"  ment,  are  obliged  to  appear  at  all  their  pub- 
"  lie  affemblies  in  a  black  cloak  and  a  band. 
"  The  womens  drefs  is  extremely  plain,  thole 
"  of  the  firft  qualities  generally  wearing  no- 
"  thing  on  their  heads  but  furs,  which  are  to 
"  be  had  in  their  own  country. 

"  Indeed,  perfons  of  different  qualities  of 
"  both  fexes  are  allowed  their  different  or- 
"  name nts ;  but  thefe  are  far  from  being 
"  coftly,  and  are  merely  marks  of  diftinc- 
"  tion. 

"  For  inftance,  the  chief  officers  of  Bern  are 
"  known  by  the  crowns  of  their  hats,  which 
"  are  much  deeper  than  thofe  of  an  inferior 
"  rank.  The  peafants  are  uiually  cloathed 
"  in  a  coarfe  cloth  manufactured  in  the  country, 
"  while  their  holyday  cloaths  defcend  from 
"  father  to  fon,  and  are  feldom  worn  out  till 
"  the  fecond  or  third  generation  ;  fo  that  it  is 
"  not  very  uncommon  to  fee  a  countryman  in 
"  the  doublet  and  breeches  of  his  great  grand- 
"  father. 

"  As  Geneva  is  much  politer  than  Swiffer- 
"  land,  or  any  of  its  other  allies,  it  is  con- 
"  fidered  as  the  court  of  the  Alps  ;  and  the- 
"  Proteftant  cantons  frequently  lend  their  chil- 
"  dren  thither  for  the  fake  of.  education. 

"  As  thefe  little  ftates  abound  more  in  pa- 
"  fturage  than  in  corn,  they  are  all  provided 
"  with  public  granaries,  ar.d  in  exigences  where 
"  the  fcarcity  is  not  univerfal,  have  the  humani- 
"  ty  to  aflift  one  another. 

"  The 
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"  The  adminftratidn  of  affairs  relating  to 
"  the  public  granaries  being  much  the  lame 
*'  in  every  particular  government,  it  will  be 
"  luffkient  to  give  the  rules  obferved  in 
"  thefe  refpe&s  by  the  little  commonwealth  of 
"  Geneva. 

"  Three  of  the  little  council  are  deputed  for 
"  this  office,  and  obliged  to  keep  together 
"  a  fufficient  quantity  of  provifions,  to  laft 
"  the  people  in  cafe  of  war  or  famine,  at  leaft 
"  two  years. 

"  Their  magazines  muft  be  filled  in  times 
"  of  the  greaieft  plenty,  in  order  that  they 
**  may  afford  to  fell  cheap,  and  increafe  the 
"  public  revenue  at  a  fmall  expence  to  its 
"  members. 

"  Befides,  thr.t  the  three  managers  may 
"  have  no  temptation  to  pay  too  great  a  price 
"  out  of  the  public  treafury,  or  to  impefe  upon 
"  the  public  by  purchafing  bad  corn,  none  of 
"  them  muff,  upon  any  pretence,  furnifh  the 
"  granaries- from  their  own  fields-,  and  that 
"  the  filling  the  magazines  may  not  pre- 
"  judice  their  market,  and  raife  the  price  of 
"  provifiens  at  home,  they  mull  buy  no  corn 
"  within  twelve  miles  of  that  city. 

"  In  fhort,  that  fuch  a  quantity  of  corn  may 
"  not  fpoil  by  keeping,  all  the  inns  and  public 
"  houfes  are  obliged  to  furnifh  themfelves  out 
"  of  it,  by  which  means  the  moft  confiderable 
"  branch  of  the  public  revenue  is  railed. 

"  The  corn  being  fold  out  at  a  much  dearer 
"  rate  than  it  was  bought  up,  the  principal 
"  income  of  the  commonwealth,  which  pays  the 
"  penlions  of  moft  of  its  officers  and  minifters, 
■*'  is  raifed  on  travellers,  or  fuch  of  their  own 
"  body  as  have  money  enough  to  fpend  at  ta- 
"  verns  or  public  houfes. 

"  In  Geneva  and  Swifferland  it  is  cuftomary 
"  to  divide  their  eftates  equally  among  all  their 
"  children,  and  thus  every  one  lives  at  his  eafe, 
•*  without  becoming  dangerous  to  the  Repub- 
"  lie.  For  an  overgrown  eftate  no  fooner  falls 
"  into  the  hands  of  one  who  has  many  children, 
"  than  it  is  divided  into  lb  many  parts,  that 
"  though  it  renders  the  fharers  of  it  rich  enough, 
"  they  are  not  raifed  too  much  above  the  level 
'•  of  the  reft. 

"  In  thefe  little  Republics  this  is  abfolutely 
"  neceffary  ■,  for  as  the  rich  merchants  are  o- 
"  bliged  to  live  much  within  their  eftates,  they 
"  might,  by  heaping  up  vaft  fums  every  year, 
"  become  formidable  to  the  reft  of  their  fellow 
"  citizens,  and  deftroy  that  equality  which  is  fo 
"  neceffary  in  thefe  kinds  of  governments.  For 
"  inftance,  there  are  merchants  in  Geneva  who 
"  are  efteemed  worth  twenty  hundred  thoufand 
"  crowns,  though  there  is  not  perhaps  one  of 
"  them  who  fpends  to  the  value  of  five  hun- 
"  hundred  pounds  a  year." 

Thus  far  our  author  :  but  before  we  take 
leave  of  the  Alps,  it  may  be  proper  to  obferve,^ 
that  the  part  of  the  canton  of  Berne  eaftward  of 
the  lake  of  Geneva,  as  alio  the  cantons  of  Uri, 
Switz,  Underwald,  Glaris,  Appenzel,  part  of 
Lucerne,  and  the  country  of  the  Grifons,  con- 
fift  moftlyof  mountains  of  a  ftupendous  height, 
fome  of  whofe  tops,  according  to  Scheuchzer's 
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barometrical  meafurements,  are  from  nine  to 
twelve  thoufand  feet  above  thefurfaceof  the  fea. 
On  the  mountain  of  Grindewald  is  the  Glet- 
fcher,  or  the  ice  mountain,  whofe  ice  is  faid 
never  to  melt  ;  but  to  increafe  every  year  on  all 
fides,  both  in  height  and  circumference. 

To  this  extraordinary  height  of  the  country  is 
owing  the  finenefs  and  fubtility  of  the  air  of 
Swifferland  •,  which  is  faid  to  be  the  reafon  why 
the  Swifs,  when  abroad,  feel  an  extraordinary 
kind  of  anxiety  and  longing  after  the  frefh  air,  to 
which  they  were  accuftomed  from  their  infancy, 
without  being  able  to  account  for  their  difquie- 
tude. 

From  St.  Gaul,  Mr.  Addifon  proceeded  on 
horfeback  to  the  lake  of  Conftance,  which  takes 
its  name  from  Conftance,  the  chief  town  on  its 
banks,  and  is  the  only  lake  in  Europe  that  vies 
in  point  of  greatnefs  with  that  of  Geneva.  It 
appears  more  beautiful,  but  wants  the  fruit- 
ful fields  that  border  upon  the  latter. 

Our  author  croffed  this  lake  in  order  to  pro- 
ceed to  Lindaw,  and  obferved  in  feveral  parts, 
a  multitude  of  little  bubbles  of  air  working  up- 
wards from  the  very  bottom,  which  the  water- 
men faid  always  arife  in  the  fame  places,  from 
whence  they  inferred  that  there  were  fo  many 
fprings  at  the  bottom  of  the  lake. 

Lindaw  is  an  imperial  town,  fituated  on  a 
little  ifland  that  lies  about  three  hundred  paces 
from  the  main  land,  to  which  it  is  joined  by  a 
very  large  wooden  bridge. 

When  our  author  was  there  all  the  inhabi- 
tants were  under  arms,  being  in  great  appre- 
henfions  of  the  Duke  of  Bavaria  ;  and  Mr.  Ad- 
difon being  advifed  not  to  venture  himfelf  in  the 
Duke  of  Bavaria's  dominions,  had  the  mortifi- 
cation of  being  deprived  of  the  opportunity  of 
feeing  Munich,  Augfburg,  and  Ratifbon,  and 
was  forced  to  proceed  to  Vienna  through  the 
Tirol,  where  he  had  very  little  to  entertain  him, 
tefides  the  natural  face  of  the  country. 

Having  therefore  coafted  the  Alps  for  fome 
time,  he  at  laft  entered  them  by  a  paffage  that 
leads  in:o  the  long  valley  of  Tirol,  and  then 
following  the  courfe  of  the  river  Inn,  arrived  at 
Infpruck  the  capital  of  Tirol. 

Though  Infpruck  h  not  very  large  it  is  a 
hand  fome  city,  and  was  formerly  the  refidence 
of  the  Archdukes,  who  are  Counts  of  Tirol  : 
but  the  palace,  where  they  kept  their  court,  is 
rather  convenient  than  magnificent. 

However,  the  great  hall  is  a  very  noble  room  j 
the  walls  are  painted  in  frefco,  and  reprefent  the 
labours  of  Hercules,  many  of  which  make  a  very 
fine  appearance,  though  great  part  of  the  work 
has  been  cracked  by  the  earthquakes,  which  are 
very  frequent  in  this  country. 

Near  this  palace  is  another  built  of  wood,  to 
which  it  was  ufual  for  the  court  to  retire  at  the 
firft  fhock  of  an  earthquake.  Here  is  a  very 
large  menage,  at  one  end  of  which  is  an  opera 
houfe. 

In  one  of  the  rooms  of  the  palace,  which  is 
hung  with  the  pictures  of  feveral  illuftrious  per^ 
fons,  they  ihew  the  portrait  of  Mary  Queen  of 
Scots,  who  was  beheaded  in  ths  reign  of  Queen 
Elizabeth. 

The 
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The  gardens  are  very  large,  but  ill  kept.  In 
the  middle  of  them  is  a  beautiful  equeftrian  fta- 
tue  in  brafs  of  the  Archduke  Leopold,  and  near 
it  twelve  figures  of  water  nymphs  and  river 
gods,  well  call,  and  as  big  as  the  life. 

There  are  covered  galleries  from  the  palace 
to  five  different  churches,  and  our  author  paffed 
through  a  very  long  one,  which  reaches  to  the 
church  belonging  to  the  Capuchines,  where  the 
duke  of  Lorrain  tiled  frequently  to  attend  their 
midnight  devotions. 

In  this  convent  our  author  was  (hewn  the  a- 
partments  of  Maximilian,  archduke  and  count 
of  Tirol,  who  at  the  fame  time  that  he  kept  the 
government  in  his  hands,  lived  in  this  convent 
with  all  the  rigour  and  aufterity  of  a  Capuchine. 

His  room  of  audience  and  antichamber  are 
little  fquare  wainfcotted  rooms,  faced  with  a 
kind  of  fret  work,  that  gives  them  the  appear- 
ance of  little  hollow  caverns  in  a  rock.  They 
keep  this  apartment  uninhabited,  and  fhew  in 
it  the  altar,  bed,  anri  ftove,  and  likewife  the 
.picture  of  this  devout  prince. 

In  the  middle  of  the  church  belonging  to  the 
Francifcan  convent  is  the  monument  of  the  em- 
peror Maximilian  the  firft,  which  was  erected 
by  his  grandfon  Ferdinand  the  firft  ;  but  the 
body  of  the  emperor  lies  elfewhere. 

On  the  top  of  this  monument  is  a  brafs  figure 
of  Maximilian  on  his  knees,  and  on  the  fides  of 
it  a  beautiful  bafs  relief,  reprefenting  the  actions 
of  this  prince  in  twenty  four  fquare  pannels  of 
fculpture. 

There  is,  on  each  fide  of  the  monument,  a 
row  of  very  noble  brazen  ftatues  much  larger 
than  the  life,  moft  of  them  reprefenting  fuch 
perfons  as  were  fome  way  or  other  related  to 
the  emperor  Maximilian. 

This  church  was  erected  by  Ferdinand  I.  and 
is  a  kind  of  attempt  at  modern  architecture. 
But  though  the  architect  has  fhewn  his  diflikeof 
the  Gothic  tafte,  it  is  eafily  feen  that  in  that  age 
the  people,  at  leaft  in  this  country,  were  not 
arrived  at  the  true  knowledge  of  that  fimplicity 
obferved  by  the  Greeks  and  Romans. 

The  portal,  for  inftance,  confifts  of  a  Com- 
pofite  order  unknown  to  the  ancients,  for  tho' 
the  ornaments  are  taken  from  them,  the  volutes 
of  the  Ionic,  the  foliage  of  the  Corinthian,  and 
the  uovali  of  the  Doric  order  are  mixed  without 
anv  regularity  in  the  fame  capital. 

The  vault  of  the  church  is  encumbered  with 
many  little  pieces  of  iculpture,  and  though  it 
is  jupported  with  fingle  columns,  inftead  of  the 
cluilers  of  little  pillars  found  in  Gothic  catha- 
drals  :  thefe  columns  are  of  no  regular  order, 
2nd  are  at  leaft  twice  too  Ions;  for  their  dia 
meter. 

There  are  other  churches  in  the  city,  and  two 
or  three  palaces  in  a  more  modern  tafte,  and  a- 
monjr  the  churches  there  is  a  little  Notre  Dame, 
which  is  handfemely  defigned  and  covered  with 
a  cupola. 


*  Though  we  have  conftantly  made  life  of  the  An- 
gular number  thtcughcut  this  account,  yet  it  could 
not  be   fuppofed  that  a  man  of  Mr.  Addifon's  rank 


This  church  was  built  by  the  contributions  of 
the  whole  country,  and  was  defigned  as  an  ex- 
preffion  of  gratitude  to  the  Virgin  Mary,  for 
having  defended  the  country  of  Tirol  againft  the 
victorious  arms  of  Guftavus  Addlphus,  who 
was  unable  to  enter  this  part  of  the  empire,  after 
his  having  over-run  molt  of  the  reft. 

"  From  Infpruck  (fays  our  ingeuious  author, 
"  whofe  words  we  (hall  now  adopt)  we  *  pro- 
'•  ceeded  to  Hall,  which  is  fituated  at  a  league's 
"  diftance  on  the  fame  river,  and  is  particu- 
"  larly  famous  for  its  fait  works. 

"  In  the  neighbourhood  of  this  town  there 
"  are  vaft  mountains  of  rock  fait,  where  four 
"  or  five  hundred  men  are  conftantly  employed, 
"  and  as  foon  as  they  have  hewn  down  a  fuffici- 
"  ent  quantity  of  the  rock,  which  in  colour  re- 
"  fembles  allum,  and  is  extremely  foliJ,  they 
"  let  in  their  fprings  and  rcfervoirs  among  their 
"  works,  where  the  water  diffolves  the  particles 
"  of  fait  mixed  with  the  ftone,  and  is  conveyed 
"  from  thence  through  long  troughs  and  canals 
"  to  Flail,  where  it  is  received  in  vaft  cifterns. 
"  and  from  time  to  time  boiled  off.  They 
"  make  here  after  the  rate  of  eight  hundred 
"  loaves  a  week,  each  loaf  being  four  hundred 
"  pounds  weight. 

"  The  fait  works  of  this  town  have  pjreat 
"  convenience  for  iuel,  that  is  brought  down 
"  to  them  by  the  river  Inn,  which  during  its 
■*'  courfe  through  the  Tirol  is  generally  inciofed 
"  between  a  double  range  of  mountains,  moft  of 
"  which  are  covered  with  fir-trees. 

"  Great  numbers  of  peafants  are  employed  in 
"  felling  the  largeft  of  thefe  trees,  which  after 
"  they  have  barked  and  cut  into  fhape,  are 
"  tumbled  down  from  the  mountains  into  the 
"  river,  which  carries  them  off  to  the  fait  wor' 
"  vaft  quantities  of  them  are  alfo  taken  up  at 
"  Infpruck  for  the  uie  of  the  convents  and  the 
"  public  officers,  who  are  allowed  a  certain  por- 
"  tion  of  them  by  the  emperor,  and  the  reft 
"  paffes  on  to  Hall  :  feveral  hundred  loads  cf 
"  this  timber  are  generally  on  float,  for  they 
"  begin  to  cut  twenty  leagues  up  the  river  a- 
"  bove  Hall  ;  and  other  rivers  that  flow  into 
"  the  Inn  bring  in  their  contributions. 

"  The  above  fait  works,  with  the  mint  efta- 
"  blilhed  at  the  fame  place,  have  rendered  Flail 
"  almoft  as  populous  as  Infpruck  itfelf.  This 
"  mint  is  deligned  to  work  up  part  of  the  me- 
"  tals  obtained  in  the  neighbouring  mountaii  -, 
"  where  there  are  laid  to  be  feven  thoufand  men 
"  conftantly  employed  in  the  mines. 

"  At  Hall  we  took  a  boat  to  carry  us  to  Vi- 
"  enna,  and  the  firft  night  lay  at  Rottenbere, 
"  where  there  is  a  ftrong  caftle  above  the  town. 
"  The  next  day  we  dined  at  Kuff-ftain,  where 
"  these  is  a  fortrefs  on  a  high  rock  above  the 
"  town,  which  is  almoft  inacceffible  on  ail  fides  ; 
"  for  this  is  a  frontier  place  of  the  dutchy  of' 
"  Bavaria. 

"  It  was   extremely   plealant  to  follow  the 


ravelled  r.lone  ;  and  accordingly  we  find  him  ufmg 
the  plural  term  WE,  through  the  whole  narra- 
tive. 

"  windings 
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ndings  of  the  river  Inn  through  the  variety 
"  of  pleafing  fcenes  to  which  its  courfe  natu- 
"  rally  led  us.  We  had  fometimes  on  each  fide 
"  a  vaft  extent  of  naked  rocks  and  mountains 
"  broken  into  a  thouland  irregular  ileeps  and 
"  precipices. 

"  At  others  we  beheld  a  long  foreft  offir- 
"  trees,  which  grew  lb  thick  together,  that  it 
"  was  impofiible  to  difcover  any  of  the  foil  be- 
"  neath  them.  Thefe  role  in  lb  regular  an  af- 
"  cent,  one  above  another,  as  to  afford  the  \  iew 
"  of  a  whole  wood  at  once.  The  beauty  of 
"  this  profpccT:  was  completed  by  its  being  that 
"  feafon  of  the  year  when  the  leaves  of  the  trees 
"  affume  many  different  colours.  But  what 
'•  affords  a  fine  landfcape,  is  not  always  the  moll 
"  profitable  to  the  owners-,  we  here  met  with 
"  very  little  corn  or  pafturage,  confidering  the 
"  extent  of  the  country  we  paffed  through  ;  for 
"  the  lands  of  the  Tirol  are  unable  to  feed  the 
"  inhabitants. 

"  The  long  valley  of  the  Tirol  is  on  all  fides 
"  enclofed  by  the  Alps,  but  its  dominions  fhoot 
"  into  feveral  branches  among  the  breaks  and 
"  hollows  of  the  mountains.  It  is  governed  by 
"  three  councils,  which  are  held  at  Infpruck, 
"  one  of  which  fits  upon  life  and  death,  the  \ 
"  other  regulates  the  taxes,  and  the  third  ma- 
'-'  nages    the  affairs  of  juftice  :    but  as   thefe 


"  courts  are  guided  by  the  orders  they  receive 
"  from  Vienna,  there  are  in  many  cafes  appeals 
"  from  them  to  the  emperor. 

"  The  inhabitants  of  this  traft  of  country 
"  have  many  particular  privileges  above  thofe 
"  of  the  other  hereditary  dominions  of  the  houfe 
"  of  Auitria. 

"  For  being  naturally  well  fortified  by 
"  their  mountains,  and  bordering  upon  many 
"  different  governments,  as  the  Bavarians, 
"  Swifs,  Venetians,  Grifons,  &c.  were  they 
"  treated  with  feverity,  they  might  be  tempted 
"  to  let  up  for  a  Republic,  or  at  leaft  throw 
"  themfelves  under  the  milder  government  of 
"  fome  of  their  neighbours. 

"  The  country  is,  however,  poor,  though  the 
"  Emperor  draws  confiderable  fums  out^of  its 
mines  of  fait  and  metal,  and  thefe  mines  fill 
the  country  with  greater  numbers  of  people 
than  it  would  be  able  to  fupport  without  the 
importation  of  foreign  corn. 
"  At  the  entrance  of  all  the  paffes  that  lead 
into  the  Tirol  the  emperor  has  forts  and  cita- 
dels fo  advantageoufly  placed  upon  rocks  and 
"  mountains,  that  they  command  all  the  valleys 
"  and  avenues  about  them  ;  and  the  country 
"  itfelf  is  cut  into  fo  many  hills  and  inequali- 
"  ties,  that  a  very  fmall  body  might  defend  ic 
"  againil  a  numerous  army." 
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With  the  remarks  of  Dr.  SMOLLET,   and  other  Travellers. 


PREVIOUS  to  the  perufing  of  the  follow- 
ing travels  through  France,  it  may  not  be 
amifs  to  prefent  the  reader  with  a  general 
defcrirJtion  of  that  kingdom. 

The  prefent  name  of  France  is  derived  from 
the  Franks,  who  paffing  out  of  Germany  into 
Gaul,  in  the  fifth  century,  poffefTed  themfelves 
of  the  whole  country,  from  the  Rhine  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Loire. 

The  kingdom  of  France  is  bounded  by  the 
Britifh  channel  and  the  Netherlands  toward  the 
north ;  on  the  eait  by  Italy,  SwhTerland,  and 


Germany  ;  on  the  fouth  by  the  Mediterranean 
fea  and  Spain,  from  which  it  is  feperated  by  the 
Pyrenean  mountains ;  and  on  the  welt  by  the 
Atlantic  Ocean.  It  extends  from  forty-three  to 
fifty-one  degrees  of  north  latitude,  and  from 
four  to  feven  degrees  eaft  longitude. 

If  the  province  of  Bretagne  did  not  extend  it- 
felf above  cne  hundred  miles  farther  into  the 
ocean  than  any  other  part  of  the  kingdom,  it 
would  be  nearly  of  a  fqiiare  form,  the  length, 
and  breadth  being  each  about  five  hundred  and 
forty  miles  ;  but  allowing  for  the  winding  of 
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the  roads,  and  for  the  hills  and  vallies,  a  travel- 
ler would  find  it  above  fix  hundred  miles  either 
way. 

In  general  the  air  of  France  is  mild  and 
wholefome,  particularly  in  the  interior  parts  of 
the  kingdom.  The  winters,  however,  in  the 
northern  provinces  are  cold,  and  laft  four  or 
five  months. 

Indeed  the  cold  is  in  that  feafon  generally 
much  feverer  than  in  England  ;  for  we  being 
furrounded  by  the  fea  are  lefs  fubjedr.  to  conti- 
nued frofts,  and  are  befide  better  provided  with 
firing.  They  have,  however,  the  advantage  of 
clear  fettled  weather,  and  are  but  litde  troubled 
with  thole  fogs,  which  are  fo  difagreeable  in 
Great  Britain  and  other  countries.  The  fum- 
mers  in  France  are  hotter  than  with  us. 

With  regard  to  its  fituation,  France  has  the 
advantage  of  every  kingdom  in  Europe,  the 
leas  which  border  upon  it  affording  the  inhabi- 
tants an  eafy  communication  with  the  reft  of  the 
world  ;  the  northern  fhores  being  wafhed  by  the 
Britifh  channel,  the  weftern  coait  by  the  Atlan- 
tic ocean,  and  the  fouth  by  the  Mediterranean. 
FIcnce  no  country  can  be  better  fituated  for  the 
advancement  of  trade  and  navigation, 

The  chief  mountains  of  France  are  the  Alps 
toward  Italy,  the  Pyrenees,  which  border  on 
Spain,  and  thole  of  the  Cevennes  and  Au- 
vergne.  It  is  extremely  well  watered  with  na- 
vigable rivers,  the  chief  of  which  are  the  Loire, 
the  Rhone,  the  Garonne,  and  the  Seine. .  Of 
thefe  the  Loire  is  the  largeft. 

The  country  of  France  is  in  geneial  fertile, 
yet  has  many  barren  trails  and  mountains.  In 
fome  parts  it  produces  plenty,  and  in  all  of  them 
a  fufficiency  of  the  neceffarits  of  life,.  In  plen- 
tiful years  it  yields  more  corn  than  is  neceffary 
for  the  fubfiftence  of  the  inhabitants  ;  but  a 
bad  harveft  is  generally  fucceeded  by  a  fcarcity  : 
and  in  war  time  there  has  been  often  a  great 
dearth  of  grain,  which  is  the  more  felt  in  this 
country  as  bread  is  the  principal  food  of  the 
inhabitants. 

There  is  a  great  plenty  of  wine  produced  in 
all  the  provinces  of  France.  Among  the  feveral 
French  wines,  that  of  Champagne  is  reckoned 
the  beft,  it  being  a  good  ftomachic,  racy,  and 
in  tafte  and  flavour  excruifite,  with  an  agreeable 
tartnefs.  That  of  Burgundy,  the  beft  of  which 
is  produced  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Beaume, 
has  a  pleafant  tafte,  and  a  beautiful  colour. 

In  Poiclou  they  have  a  white  wine  that  re- 
fembles  Rhenifh.  The  wines  of  Orleans  and 
Angers  are  delicate,  but  rather  heady.  Excel- 
lent wines  are  produced  in  the  environs  of  Bcur- 
ueaux  and  the  lower  parts  of  Gafcony.  Pontac 
grows  in.  Guienne  ;  Mufcadel  and  Frontiniac 
are  die  produces  of  Languedoc.  Along  [the 
banks  of  the  Rhone,  between  Valence  and  St. 
Valliere,  is  produced  an  agreeable,  but  rough- 
ifh  red  wine,  that  has  a  tafte  not  unlike  bilber- 
ries •,  it  is  called  Hermitage,  and  is  thought  to 
be  extremely  wholfome. 

Provence  and  Languedoc  are  the  territories 
for  oil  of  Olives. Thefe  and  other  Provin- 
ces produce  falTYon  ;  and  the  northern  parts  in 
particular  have  large  orchards,  and  make  great 


quantities  of  cyder,  which  is  the  common  drink 
of  the  inhabitants.  Great  quantities  of  prunes 
are  exported  from  Bourdeaux,  and  capers  are 
chiefly  the  growth  of  the  country  about  Tou- 
lon. 

Hemp  and  flax  thrive  in  feveral  parts  of  the 
kingdom,  but  linfeed  is  produced  only  in  the 
north.  Moft  of  the  provinc.s  abound  in  wool, 
and  filk  is  cultivated  with  great  induftry,  efpe- 
cially  inProvence,  Languedoc,  and  Lionnis  •,  and 
during  all  the  time  in  which  the  inhabitants  attend 
on  the  filk-worms,  public  prayers  are  offered 
up  for  the  profperity  of  thofe  infects. 

Horned  cattle  and  hogs,  as  well  as  fheep,  are 
produced  in  France  •,  but  they  are  neither  fo 
numerous,  nor  fo  fat  and  fieihy  as  thofe  of  Great 
Britain. 

The  prefent  French  king's  title  is, "Lewis XV. 
"  by  the  grace  of  God,  King  of  France  and 
"  Navarre."  The  title  of  Sire  or  Lord  is  given 
him  by  his  fubjects,  as  a  mark  of  his  unlimited 
power  ;  and  foreigners  ftile  him  the  moft  Chrif- 
tian  King,  or  his  moft  Chriftian  TVIajefty.-,  but 
thefe  titles  are  not  ufed  by  his  fubjefts. 

Everfince  the  year  1359,  when  Hubert  count 
Dauphin  of  Viennois  united  his  country  to  the 
crown  of  France,  the  king's  eldeft  fon,  and  pre- 
fumptive  heir  to  the  crown,  has  been  ftiled  Dau- 
phin. 

According  to  French  writers  their  king  never 
dies,  but  as  foon  as  his  eyes  are  clofed,  the  next 
prince  of  the  blood  fucceeds  to  the  throne,  and  Is 
inftantly  inverted  with  the  fupreme  authority  : 
but  where  the  king  is  a  minor,  that  is,  before  he 
has  entered  the  fourteenth  year  of  his  age,  the 
adminiftiation  of  the  government  is  entrufted  to 
a  regent,  uiu/ally  the  queen-mother,  or  a  prince 
of  the  blood,  according  to  the  determination  of 
the  parliament  of  Paris  ;  in  which  the  reft  of 
the  kingdom  generally  acquiefce.  But  if  the 
deceafed  king  has  appointed  a  regent  by  his 
will,  that  is  feldom  difputed.  By  a  law  termed 
the  falique  law,  the  crown  of  France  can  never 
be  enjoyed  by  a  woman. 

When  a  new  king  enters  into  his  fourteenth 
year,  he  goes  in  great  ftate  to  the  parliament  of 
Paris,  attended  by  the  princes  of  the  blood,  the 
peers,  and  general  officers  of  ftate.  This  affem- 
bly  is.  generally  called  his  bed  of  juftice,  and 
here  he  is  declared  to  be  of  age  •,  yet  the  regent 
frequently  procures  himfelf  to  be  conftituted 
prime  minifter,  and  under  that  title  ftill  conti- 
nues to  govern  the  kingdom  till  his  majefty 
thinks  fit  to  take  the  reins  of  government  into  his 
own  hands. 

Having  made  thefe  preliminary  remarks,  let 
us  now  proceed  with  our  author.  "  I  arrived  at 
"  Bologne  (fays  Mr.  Stephens)  on  the  fifteenth 
"•  of  September  1738,  but  to  my  no  fmall  mor- 
"  tification,  we  were  obliged  to  anchor  at  leaft 
"  half  a  league  from  the  fhore,  till  the  next 
"  morning,  when  the  tide  being  low,  we  had 
"  no  opportunity  of  reaching  the  harbour.  A 
"  boat  from  the  town  approached  the  fliip,  and- 
"  though  we  were  then  not  above  a  mile  from 
"  the  fhore,  afked  a  crown  each  perfon  to  carry 
"  us  to  land,  which  unreafonable  demand  was 

"    refu- 
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refufed  5  but  another  boat  made  towards  us,  and 
'  for  one  nulling  each   carried  us   to  BoWne, 
"  where  we  were  nightly  fearched. 

The  inhabitants,  efpecially  the  women,  as 
"  I  palled  along  the  ftreets   to  my  inn,  feemed 
^  to  make  a  grotefque  appearance.     Inftead  of 
'  a   cloak,   they  wore    a  piece  of   black   cloth, 
'  which  covered  their  head  and  ihoulders,  and 
'  fome  had  it  hanging  down  to  their  vvaift  :  the 
people  in  general  wore  wooden  nicer." 
This  city  is  fituated  at  the  mouth  of  the  river 
Liane,  which  forms  the  harbour,  and  is  the  ca- 
pital oftheBoulonnois.  It  is  featedon  a  hilkand 
has  delightful  public  walks,  from  whence  there 
is  an  agreeable  profpedt  of  the  lea. 

_  The  cathedral  church  is  dedicated  to  the  Vir- 
gin Mary,  and  has  a  fine  ftatue  of  her,  to  which 
the  inhabitants  pay  great  adoration.  It  is  made 
of  lohd  filver,  and  placed  in  a  fmall  chapel  be- 
hind the  choir,  which  is  finely  ornamented  with 
a  great  number  of  filver  lamps. 

In  this  city  there  are  likewife  feveral  convents 
for  the  reception  of  peifens  of  bothfexes,  moil 
delightfully  fituated,  and  adorned  with  paint- 
ings; but  the  city  is  very  indifferently  built. 

in  a  letter  written  from  Bologne,  by  Dr. 
SmoJlet,  we  have  the  following  remarks. 

'  The  cuftom-houfe  officers  at  Bologne,    tho' 

j  as  alert,  are  rather  more  civil  than"  thofe  on 

your  fide  of  the  water.     I   brought  no  plate 

with  me,  but   a  dozen  and  a  half  of  fpoons, 

|  and  a  dozen  tea-fpoons  :  the  firft  being  found 

in  one  of  our  portmanteaus,  when  they  were 

examined  at  the  bureau,    coft   me  feventeen 

1  livres  entree  :   the  others  being;  luckily  in  my 

"  lervant's  pocket,  efcaped  duty-free. 

_•  "  All  the  wrought  filver  imported  into  France, 

*  pays  at  the  rate  of  lb  much  per  mark  :   there- 
'  fore  thofe  who  have  any  quantity  of  plate, 

("  will  do  well  to  leave  it  behind  them,  unlefs 
they  can   confide  in  the  dexterity  of  the  ihip- 

|  matters,  fome  of  whom  will  undertake  to 
land  it,  without   the  ceremony  of  examina- 

"  tion. 

The  ordonnances  of  France  are  fo  unfa 
"  vourable  to  ltrangers,  that  they  oblige,  them 
'  to  pay  five  per  cent,   for  all   the  bed^and  ta- 
'  ble  linen  which  they  bring  into  the  kingdom, 
"  even  though  it  has  been  uied. 

"  When  my  trunks  arrived  in  a  fhip  from  the 
"  river  Thames,  I  underwent  this  ordeal :  but 
"  what  gives  me  more  vexation,  my  books  have 
f*  been  flopped  at  the  bureau  ;  and  will  be  fent 
"  to  Amiens  at  my  expence,  to  be  examined  by 
"  the  Chambre  Synaicale  ;  left  they  mould  con 
'  tain  fomething  prejudicial  to  the  ftate,  or  to 
"  the  religion  of  the  country. 

"  This  is  a  fpecies  of  oppreffion  which  one 
'-'  would    not   expefl  to   meet  with   in  France, 

•  which  piques  itlelf  on  its  politenefs  and  hof- 
pitality.  But  the  truth  is,  I  know  no  coun- 
try in  which  ftrangers  are  worfe   treated,  with 

"  refpetf:  to  their  efiential  concerns. 

"If  a   foreigner   dies   in  France,  the   king 

'  feizes  all    his   effects,  even   though    his  heir 

'  fhould  be  upon  the  fpot ;    and    this    tyranny 

f*  is    called    the    "  droit   d'   aubaine,"    found 

"  ed   at   firft   upon    the    fuppoficion,   that    all 
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"  the  eftate  of  foreigners  refiding  in  France  was 
;'  acquired  in  that  kingdom  ;  and  that,  there- 
•'  fore,  it  would  be  unjuil  to  convey  it  to  ano- 
■'  ther  country. 

'  IfanEnglifti  proteftant  goes  to  France  for 
'  the  benefit  of  his  health,  attended  by  his  wife, 
'  or  his  lbn,  or  both,  and  dies  with  effecls  in 
'  the  houfe  to  the  amount  of  a  thoufand  gui- 
'  peas,  the  king  feizes  the  whole,  the  family 
L  is  left  dellitute,  and  the  body  of  the  deceafed 
-:  denied  chriftian  burial. 

The   Swifs,   by  capitulation,  are  exempted 
'  from  this  defpotifin,  and  fo  are  the  Scots,  in 
conlequence  of  an   ancient   alliance  between 
"  the  two  nations.     The  fame  Droit  d'  aubaine 
is  exacted  by  fome  of  the  princes  in  Germany: 
but   it  is    a   great    difcouragement    to    com- 
merce, and  prejudices  every  country  where  it 
"  is   exercifed,  to  ten    times   the  value  of  what 
"  it  brings  into  the  coffers  of  the  lbvereign." 

The  following  farcaftical  remarks  on  the  peo- 
ple are  made   by  the  fame  ingenious  author  : 

"  The  inhabitants  of  Bologne  may  be  divided 
*"  into  three  clafies  ;  the  noblefie  or  gentry,  the 
"  burghers,  and  the  canaille.  I  de  not  men- 
"  tion  the  clergy,  and  the  people  belonging  to 
"  the  law.  The  noblefie,  are  vain,  proud,  poor 
"  and  flothful. 

"  Very  few  of  them  have  above  fix  thoufand 

'  livres  a  year,  which  may  amount  to  about 

"  two    hundred     and    fifty    pounds   fteriing  ; 

"  and  many  of  them  have  not  half  this  reve- 

"  nue. 

"  The  noblefie  have  not  the  common  fenfe 
"  to  refide  at  their  houfes  in  the  country,  where, 
"  by  farming  their  own  grounds,  they  might 
"  live  at  a  fmall  expence,  and  improve  their 
"  eftates  at  the  fame  time.  They  allow  their 
"  country-hcufes  to  go  to  decay,  and  their  gar- 
"  dens  and  fields  to  watte ;  and  refide  in  dirk 
"  holes  in  the  Upper  Town  of  Bologne,  with- 
"  out  light,  air,  or  convenience.  There  they 
"  ftarve  within  doors,  that  they  may  have 
"  wherewithal  to  purchafe  fine  cloaths,  and  ap- 
4;  pear  dreffed  once  a  day  in  the  church,  or  on 
"  the  rampart.  They  have  no  education,  no 
"  taftefor  reading,  no  hcufe-wifery,  nor  indeed 
'  any  earthly  occupation,  but  that  of  dreffing 
"  their  hair,  and  adorning  their  bodies.  They 
"  hate  walking,  and  would  never  go  abroad,  if 
"  they  were  not  ftimulated  by  the  Vanity  of 'be 
"  ing  feen. 

"  I  ought  to  except  indeed  thofe  who  turn 
"  devotees,  and  fpend  the  ereateft  part  of  their 
"  time  with  the  prieft,  either  at  church,  or  in 
"  their  own  houfes.  Other  amufements,  they 
"  have  none  in  this  place,  except  private  par- 
"  ties  of  card-playing,  which  are  far  from  be- 
"  ing  expenfive. 

"  Nothing  can  be  more  parfimonious  than 
"  the  ceconomy  of  thefe  people  :  they  live  upon 
"  loupe  and  bouille,  fifh  and  fallad  :  they  ne- 
*  ver  think  of  giving  dinners,    or  entertaining 

their  friends  ;  they  even  fave  the  exoence  of 

'  coffee  and  tea,  though  both   are  very  cheap 

"  at  Bologne.     They  prefume  that  every  perfon 

"  drinks  coffee  at  home,  immediately  after  din- 

"  ner,  which  is  always  over  by  one  o'clock  ; 

"  and 


622 


STEVENS'S     TRAVELS 


"  and,  in  lieu  cf  tea  in  the  afternoon,  they  treat 
"  with  a  glafs  of  fherbet,  or  capillaire. 

"  In  a  word,  I  know  not  a  more  infignificant 
"  fct  of  mortals  than  the  noblefle  of  Bologne  ; 
"  helpkfs  in  themfelves,  and  ufelefs  to  the 
"  community;  without  dignity,  fenfe,  or  fenti- 
"  ment  •,  contemptible  from  pride,  and  ridicu- 
"  lous  from  vanity. 

"  They  pretend  to  be  jealous  of  their  rank, 
"  and  will  entertain  no  correfpondence  with 
"  the  merchants,  whom  they  term  plebeians. 
"  They  likewifc  keep  at  a  great  diftance  from 
"  ftrangers,  on  pretence  of  a  delicacy  in  the 
"  article  of  punctilio  :  but,  as  I  am  informed, 
"  this  ftatelinefs  is  in  a  great  meafure  arretted, 
"  in  order  to  conceal  their  poverty,  which 
"  would  appear  to  greater  difad  vantage,  if  they 
"  admitted  of  a  more  familiar  communica- 
"  tion. 

"  Considering  the  vivacity  of  the  French 
"  people,  one  would  imagine  they  could  not 
"  pollibly  lead  fuch  an  infipid  life,  altogether 
"  unanimated  by  fociety,  or  diverfion.  True 
"  it  is,  the  only  profane  diverfions  of  this  place 
'•  are  a  puppet- mow  and  a  mountebank  ;  but 
"  then  their  religion  affords  a  perpetual  co- 
"  medy. 

"  Their  high  mafTes,  their  feafts,  their  pro- 
"  ceffions,  their  pilgrimages,  confeflions,  im- 
"  aces,  tapers,  robes,  incenfe,  benedictions, 
"  fpe&acles,  reprefentations,  and  innumerable 
"  ceremonies,  which  revolve  almoft  incefiantly, 
"  furnifh  a  variety  of  entertainment  from  one 
"  end  of  the  year  to  the  other. 

•'  If  fuperftition  implies  fear,  never  was  a 
"  word  more  miiapplied  than  it  is  to  the  mum- 
"  mery  of  the  religion  of  Rome.  The  people 
''  are  lb  far  from  being  imprefled  with  awe  and 
«'  religious  terror  by  this  fort  of  machinery,  that 
''  it  amufes  their  imaginations  in  the  moil  agree- 
''  able  manner,  and  keeps  them  always  in  good 
"  humour. 

"  A  Roman  catholic  longs  as  impatiently  for 
"  thefeilival  of  St.  Suaire,  or  St.  Cruix,  or  St. 
"  Veronique,  as  a  fchool-boy  in  England  for 
"  the  reprefentation  of  punch  end  the  devil  ; 
"  and  there  is  generally  as  much  laughing  at 
"  one  farce  as  at  the  ocher. 

"  Even  when  the  delcent  from  the  crofs  is 
"  jeled,  in  the  holy  week,  with  all  the  circum- 
"  fiances  that  ought  naturally  to  infpire  the 
"  graveft  fentiments,  if  you  caff  your  eyes  a- 
"  mong  the  multitude  that  croud  the  place,  you 
"  will  not  difcover  one  melancholy  faae  :  all  is 
"  prattling,  tittering,  or  laughing  ;  and  ten  to 
"  one  but  you  perceive  a  number  of  them  em- 
"  ployed  in  hiding  the  female  who  perfonates 
"  the  virgin  Mary. 

"  The  bourjeois  of  this  place  feem  to  live  at 
"  their  eafe,  probably  in  confequence  of  their 
"  trade  with  the  Englifh.  Their  houles  confift 
"■'•  ot  the  ground-floor,  one  ftory  above,  and 
"  garrets.  In  tliofe  which  are  well  furnifhed, 
••  vou  fee  pier  gkfiss  and  marble  flabs  ;  but 
"  the  chairs  are  either  paultry  things,  made 
-  with  ftraw-bottoms,  which  cofl  about  a  ffiill- 
"  ing  a-piece,    or  old-fafhioned,  high- backed 


"  feats  of  needle-work,  fluffed,  very  clomfy  and 
"  incommodious. 

"  The  tables  are  fquare  fir  boards,  that  fland 
"  on  edge  in  a  corner,  except  when  they  are 
"  ufed,  and  then  they  are  let  upon  crofs  legs 
"  that  open  and  fhut  occafionally. 

"  The  king  of  France  dines  off  a  board  of 
"  this  kind.  Here  is  plenty  of  table-linen  how- 
"  ever  :  the  pooreft  tradefman  in  Bologne  has  a 
"  napkin  on  every  cover,  and  filver  forks  with 
"  four  prongs,  which  are  ufed  with  the  right 
"  hand,  there  being  very  little  occafion  for 
"  knives  ;  for  the  meat  is  boiled  or  roafled  to 
"  rags. 

"  The  French  beds  are  fo  high,  that  fome- 
"  times  one  is  obliged  to  mount  them  by  the 
"  help  of  fleps  •,  and  this  is  alfo  the  cafe  in  Flan- 
"  ders.  They  very  feldom  ufe  feather-beds  -, 
"  but  they  lie  upon  a  Paillasse,  or  bag  of 
"  flraw,  over  which  are  laid  two,  and  fometimes 
"  three  matralTes. 

"  Their  teflers  are  high  and  old-fafhioned, 
"  and  their  curtains  generally  of  thin  bays,  red 
"  or  green,  or  laced  with  taudry  yellow, in  imi- 
"  tation  of  gold.  In  fome  houfes,  however,  one 
"  meets  with  furniture  of  ftamped  linen  ;  but 
"  there  is  no  fuch  thing  as  a  carpet  to  be  feen, 
"  and  the  floors  are  in  a  very  dirty  condi- 
"  tion. 

"  They  have  not  even  the  implements  of 
"  cleanlinefs  in  this  country.  If  there  is  no 
"  cleanlinefs  among  thefe,  much  lefs  fhall  we 
"  find  delicacy,  which  is  the  clep-nlinefs  of  the 
"  mind.  Indeed  they  are  utter  ftrangers  to 
"  what  we  call  common  decency  •,  and  I  could 
"  mention  fome  high-flavoured  inflances,  at 
"  which  even  a  native  of  Edinburgh  would  flop 
"  his  nofe. 

"  There  are  certain  mortifying  views  of  hu- 
"  man  nature,  which  undoubtedly  ought  to  be 
"  concealed  as  much  as  poffible,  in  order  to 
"  prevent  giving  offence  :  and  nothing  can  be 
"  more  abfurd,  than  to  plead  the  difference  of 
"  cuftom  in  different  countries,  in  defence  of 
"  thole  ufiges  which  cannot  fail  of  giving  dif- 
"  gull  to  the  organs  and  fenfes  of  all  mankind. 
"  Will  cuftom  exempt  from  the  imputation  of 
"  grofs  indecency  a  French  lady,  who  fhifts  her 
"  froufy  fmock  in  prefence  of  a  male  vifitant, 
"  and  talks  to  him  of  her  Lavement,  her  Medi- 
"  cine,  and  her  Bidet  ? 

"  An  Italian  fignora  makes  no  fcruple  of 
"  telling  you,  the  is  fuch  a  day  to  begin  a 
"  courfe  of  phytic  for  the  pox.  The  celebrated 
Ci  reformer  of  the  Italian  comedy  introduces  a 
"  child  befouling  itfelf  on  the  ftage,  Oe,  no  ti 
"  sent]  ?  bisogna  Dksfassarlo,  ("  Fa  cenno 
"  che  fentefi  mal  odore.'"' 

"  I  have  known  a  lady  handed  to  the  houfe 
"  of  office  by  her  admirer,  who  flood  at  the 
"  door,  and  entertained  her  with  bons  mots  all 
"  the  time  fhe  was  within.  But  I  fhould  be 
"  glad  to  know  whether  it  is  poffible  for  a  fine 
"  lady  to  fpeak  and  aft  in  this  manner,  without 
"  exciting  ideas  to  her  own  disadvantage  in  the 
"  mind  of  every  man  who  has  any  imagination 
"  left,  and  enjoys  the  entire  ufe  of  his  fenfes, 

"  how- 
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"  howfoever  (he  may  be  aUthorifed  by  the  cuf- 
"  toms  of  her  country  ? 

"  There  is  nothing  fo  vile  or  repugnant  to 
"  nature,  but  you  may  plead  prefcription  for  it, 
"  in  the  cullorns  of  ibme  nation  or  other.  A 
"  Parifian  likes  mortified  flelh  :  a  native  of  Le- 
"  giboli  will  not  tatle  his  fifth  till  it  is  quite  pu- 
"  trifled  :  the  civilized  inhabitants  of  Kam- 
"  fchatka  get  drunk  with  the  urine  of  their 
"  guefts,  whom  they  have  already  intoxicated  : 
"  the  Nova  Zemblians  make  merry  on  train-oil: 
"  the  Groenlanders  eat  in  the  fame  diih  with 
"  their  dogs  :  the  Gaffres,  at  the  Cape  of  Good 
"  Hope,  piis  upon  thofe  whom  they  delight  to 
"  honour,  and  feaft  upon  a  (heep's  inteftines  as 
"  the  greateft  dainty  that  can  be  prefented. 

"  A  true  bred  Frenchman  dips  his  fingers, 
"  imbrowned  with  (huff,  into  his  plate  filled 
"  with  ragout  :  between  every  three  mouthfuls, 
"  he  produces  his  fninT-dox,  and  takes  a  frefh 
"  pinch,  with  the  moil  graceful  gefticulations  ; 
"  then  he  produces  his  handkerchief,  which 
"  may  be  termed  the  flag  of  abomination,  and, 
"  in  the  ufe  of  both,  fcatters  his  favours  among 
"  thole  who  have  the  happinefs  to  fit  near 
"  him. 

"  It  muft  be  owned,  however,  that  a  French- 
"  man  will  not  drink  out  of  a  tankard,  inwhich, 
"  perhaps,  a  dozen  of  filthy  mouths  have  flab- 
"  bered,  as  is  the  cuftom  in  England.  Here 
"  every  individual  has  his  own  gobelet,  which 
"  funds  before  him,  and  he  helps  himfelf  occa- 
"  fionally  with  wine  or  water,  or  both,  which 
"  hkewiie  ftand  upon  the  table. 

"  But  I  know  no  cuftom  more  beaftly  than 
"  that  of  ufing  water-glafles,  in  which  polite 
"  company  fpirt  and  lquirt,  and  fpue  the  filthy 
"  fcourings  of  their  gums  under  the  eyes  of  each 
"  other.  I  knew  a  lover  once  cured  of  his 
"  pallion,  by  feeing  this  nafty  cafcade  difcharg- 
*'  ed  from  the  mouth  of  his  miftrefs. 

"  The  common  people  here,  as  in  all  coun- 
"  tries  where  they  live  poorly  and  dirtily,  are 
"  hard  featured,  and  of  very  brown,  or  rather 
"  tawny  complexions.  As  they  feldom  eat 
"  meat,  their  juices  are  deftitute  of  that  animal 
"  oil  which  gives  a  plumpnefs  and  fmoothnefs 
"  to  the  (kin,  and  defends  thole  fine  capillaries 
"  from  the  injuries  jof  the  weather,  which  would 
"  otherwife  coalefce,  or  be  fhrunk  up,  fo  as  to 
"  impede  the  circulation  on  the  external  furface 
"  of  the  body.  As  for  the  dirt,  it  undoubtedly 
"  blocks  up  the  pores  of  the  (kin,  and  diforders 
"  the  perlpiration  ;  confequently  muft  contri- 
"  bute  to  the  (curvy,  itch,  and  other  cutaneous 
"  diftempers." 

Thus  far  Dr.  Smollet  ;  let  us  now  return  to 
Mr.  Stevens,  who  fays  that  the  road  for  great 
part  of  the  way  to  Abbeville  is  extremely  de- 
lightful, as  it  extends  feveral  miles  through  an 
avenue  of  fine  fpreading  trees. 

The  city  of  Abbeville  is  fituated  on  the  river 
Somme,  and  appears  to  be  ftrongly  fortified. 
There  are  three  draw-bridges,  over  broad  and 
deep  moats,  to  be  pafled  before  a  peribn  can 
enter  the  town. 

The  city  has  a  confiderable  manufacture  of 
woollen  ftuffs,  and  feveral  churches  and  con- 


vents, in  fome  of  which  there  are  tolerable 
paintings :  but  though  it  is  a  handfome  well- 
built  town,  the  accommodations  Mr.  Stevens 
met  with,  were  very  indifferent,  and  the  wine 
exceeding  bad. 

Between  Abbeville  and  Beauvais  is  a  fine  open 
champaign  country,  extremely  fertile,  and  a- 
bounding  with  hares,  that  frifk  and  play  by  the 
fide  of  the  road,  which  is  for  the  mod  part 
paved. 

This  city  is  one  of  the  beft  our  author  had 
feen  in  France  :  he  reckoned  up  twelve  church- 
es, chiefly  in  the  Gothic  tafte  ;  one  of  them, 
called  St.  Peter's,  is  a  noble  building,  and 
the  choir  is  mod;  beautifully  and  richly  orna- 
mented. 

The  market-place  is  fpacious  and  neat,  and 
the  town  enjoys  a  fine  lituation  on  the  river, 
amidft  feveral  pleafant  villages,  country-houfes, 
and  delightful  vineyards,  that  form  on  the  whole 
a  mod  agreeable  profpecl:. 

By  this  time,  our  author  v/as  become  fully  fen- 
fible  of  the  badnefs  of  the  inns  in  general  on  this 
road,  and  of  the  impofing  difpofition  of  the 
people,  who  are  ready  to  take  all  advantages  of 
ftrangtrs,  but  more  eipecially  of  the  Eng- 
lilh,  whom  they  imagine  to  be  made  of  mo- 
ney. 

"  From  Beauvais  (fays  Mr.  Stevens)  I  pro- 
"  ceeded  through  a  pleafant  road  to  St,  Den- 
"  nis,  which  has  a  mod  magnificent  cathedral, 
"  where  the  royal  family  of  France  are  inter- 
"  red,  and  a  famous  collection  of  curiofities  ; 
"  but  being  defirous  to  reach  Paris,  I  did  not 
"  (lay  to  fee  them. 

"  The  road  to  Paris,  which  is  about  fix  miles 
"  diftant,  is  broad  and  well  paved,  with  a  row 
"  of  fine  fpreading  trees  on  each  fide,  forming 
"  an  agreeable  villa. 

"I  arrived  at  Paris  on  the  twenty-third  of 
"  September,  at  about  four  in  the  afternoon, 
"  entering  through  the  gate  of  St.  Dennis. 
"  which  refembles  an  ancient  triumphal  arch, 
"  and  is  beautifully  adorned  with  baffb  relievos, 
"  reprefenting  the  victories  of  Lewis  XIV.  In 
"  feems  to  be  full  fixty  feet  high,  and  almoft  as 
"  broad. 

"  At  this  gate  your  chaife  will  be  flopped  by 
"  officers,  who  will  want  to  fearch  your  bag- 
"  g?ge,  and  have  it  in  their  power  to  give  you 
"  a  great  deal  of  trouble  •,  but  by  making  them 
"  a  prefent  of  half  a  crown,  and  ordering  your 
"  lervants  to  treat  them  with  extraordinary  com- 
"  plaifance,  they  will  give  you  but  little  inter- 
"  ruption. 

"  On  palling  through  the  above  gate  you  en- 
"  ter  the  Rue  St.  Dennis,  which  is  long,  and 
"  almoft  as  broad  as  Fleet-ftreet  %  the  houfes 
"  are  high,  and  make  a  good  appearance,  and 
"  the  ftreet  is  well  paved ;  but  at  night  is  only 
"  lighted  by  lanthorns  hung  upon  cords  in  the 
"  middle  of  the  ftreet,"  with  a  (mall  candle 
"  burning;  in  each. 

"  As  I  did  not  underftand  the  French,  I  on 
"  my  firft  arrival  boarded  and  lodged  in  a  pri- 
"  vate  family,  on  reafonable  terms,  where  I 
"  had  a  mafter  to  inflruiSt  me,  and  made  a  re- 
"  folution   not  to  vifit  any  of  my  countrymen, 

"  till 
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"  till  I  had   made  a  fufficient  progrefs  in  the 
"  language. 

"  The  firft  place  I  went  to  fee  was  the  royal 
"  holpital  of  the  invalids,  in  the  quarter  called 
"  St.  Germain's,  where  the  Englifti  generally 
"  reiide.  This  celebrated  ho:pital  was  found- 
"  ed  by  Lewis  XIV.  and  is  fituated  near  the 
"  river  Seine,  almoft  oppofue  to  the  Tuille- 
"  ries,  or  royal  gardens.  It  is  built  of  ftone, 
"  and  confilts  of  five  handlbme  quadrangles,  in 
"  which  feven  thoufand  diiabled  foldiers  are  faid 
"  to  be  lodged,  and  decently  maintained  after 
*"  the  manner  of  the  Chelfea  penfioners. 

"  The  middle  Jquare  is  very  grand,  and  al- 
"  moll  as  large  as  all  the  other  four.  They  are 
"  furrounded  with  piazzas  and  galleries.  On 
"  the  walls  are  painted  feme  of  the  battles  of 
"  Lewis  XIV.  and  in  the  principal  apartments 
"  are  leveral  valuable  pictures. 

"  The  new  church  adjoining  to  it  is  efteemed 
"  the  fineft  piece  of  architecture  in  all  Paris. 
"■  The  front  is  ilately,  and  adorned  with  cc- 
{c  lumns  and  pilafters  of  the  Doric  and  Ccrin- 
"  thian  orders  :  the  dome  is  finely  painted,  and 
"  round  it  on  theinfide  are  fix  chaptls,  in  each 
*'  of  which  is  the  ftatue  of  a  faint  of  white  mar- 
"  ble. 

"  I  next  vifited  the  chapel  of  St.  Sulpice,  and 
"  it  happening  to  be  a  feftival  of  that  faint,  it 
"  was  richly  hung  and  illuminated  with  a  mul- 
"  titude  of  lamps  and  wax  candles  :  the  high 
"  alcar,  which  is  generally  covered,  was  expofed 
"  to  public  view,  molt  fplendidly  decorated 
"  with  precious  ftones  :  near  it  flood  a  filver 
"  ftatue  of  the  virgin  Mary  as  big  as  the  life. 
"  The  windows  of  this  church  are  finely  paint- 
"  ed. 

"  From  hence  I  went  to  the  cathedral  of  No- 
"  tie  Dame,  a  magnificent  Gothic  ftrudlure, 
"  that  very  much  refembles  Weftminfter  abbey. 
"  It  is  fupportcd  by  above  a  hundred  lofty  pil- 
"  lars,  and  againft  one  of  them  is  built  the  re- 
"  prefentation  of  a  rock,  upon  which  is  a  caftle, 
"  with  the  ftatue  of  St.  Chriftopher  of  a  gigantic 
"  fize.  The  high  altar  is  compofed  of  fine  E- 
u  gyptian  marble,  and  near  it  is  an  image  of  the 
"  virgin  Mary,  with  Chrift  lying  dead  en  her 
"  knees  :  this  is  allowed  to  be  a  mafter-piece. 
"  On  one  fide  is  the  ftatue  of  Lewis  XIII.  and 
"  on  the  other  that  of  his  fjn  Lewis  XIV.  both 
"  in  a  pofture  of  adoration. 

"  There  are  alio  leveral  large  figures  of  an- 
"  gels,  faid  to  be  or  filver.  At  the  weft  end  of 
"  this  ftruclure  are  two  towers,  and  in  the  mid- 
"  die  ftands  a  fpire,  which  appears  too  frriall 
"  for  fo  noble  an  edifice.  The  front  is  adorned 
"  with  the  ftatues  of  leveral  of  the  kings  of 
"  France. 

"  At  a  fmall  dift:ince  is  the  hofpital  called 
"  the  Hotel  Dieu,  or  the  houfe  of,  God,  in  which 
"  patients  are  attended  with  the  greateft  care 
"  and  tendernefs  by  nuns,  who  difcharge  the 
""  office  of  nurfes. 

"  To  the  honour  of  this  holpital,  all  manner 
"  of  patients  are  admitted  without  regard  to 
*'  country,  religion,  or  difeafe,  and  no  fecurity 
"  is  required  for  their  burial  in  cafe  of  death  ; 
"  nor  are  thole  who  labour  under  any  incurable 


"  difeafe  ever  difcharged  and  fuffered  to  perifh, 
"  in  the  ftreets. 

"  In  St.  Anthony's  ftreet  is  a  church  belong- 
"  ing  to  the  Jefuits,  that  has  a  very  magnificent 
"  altar  :  on  one  fide  of  it  ftands  a  large  filver 
"  image  of  an  angel,  with  its  arm  extended,  and 
"  holding  in  its  hand  a  golden  cafe  in  the  fhape 
"  cf  a  heart;  on  the  other  fide  ftands  another 
"  angel  in  the  fame  pofition  :  but  what  is  molt 
''■  extraordinary,  within  thefe  gclden  hearts  are 
"  the  real  ones  of  Lewis  XIII.  and  XIV.  This 
"  church  is  a  neat  and  elegant  modern  ftruc- 
"  ture. 

"  The  palace  of  the  Tuilleries  adjoins  to  the 
"  Louvre,  near  the  river  fide  ;  the  gardens 
':  are  large  and  finely  laid  out.  They  are 
"  vifited  by  the  quality,  and  all  who  wear  a 
'•  black  bag  and  a  fword  are  permitted  to  walk 
'•  here,  though  all  their  other  apparel  may  not 
"  be  wcrth  a  crown.  Here  is  a  fine  terrace- 
"  walk  of  a  confiderable  kngth,  from  whence 
"  you  have  a  profpect  of  a  part  of  the  town, 
•'  the  river  Seine,  and  the  adjacent  country. 
'•  Flere  are  alio  feveral  bafons,  fountains  and 
"  fire  ftatues.  The  palace  is  a  mrgnificent 
"  ftruclure,  and  ftands  fo  near  the  Louvre, 
"  that  a  ftranger  may  eafily  miftake  them  for 
"  one  place  :  this  was  doubtlefs  the  original 
"  intention  of  the  builder,  and  had  it  been 
"  finilhed,  it  would  have  formed  the  largeft, 
"  and  perhaps  the  moft  beautiful  ftruclure  in 
"  the  univerfe. 

"  Though  the  city  hath  feveral  bridges, 
"  yet  only  three  of  them  are  worth  notice. 
"  The  Pont  Neuf,  or  new  bridge,  is  a  very 
"  fine  one,  adorned  with  an  equeftrian  ftatue 
"  of  Henry  IV.  on  a  very  handlbme  pedefta1, 
"  which  at  the  corners  have  fome  brafs  ftatues. 
u  This  bridge  is  compofed  of  twelve  arches, 
"  and  on  each  fide  is  a  foot-path,  on  which 
"  are  feveral  flails  or  fmall  (hops  •,  but  in 
"  the  evening  they  are  obliged  to  be  taken 
"  down". 

"  This  bridge  affords  a  fine  profpeel  of  the 
"  Louvre,  Notre  Dame,  and  all  that  part  of 
"  the  town  ;  and  near  the  end  of  it  toward  the 
"  Louvre,  is  the  curious  fountain  of  the  Sama- 
"  ritan,  io  called  from  the  ftatues  cf  our  Savi- 
"  our  and  the  Samaritan  woman  placed  upon 
"  it.  Except  Weftminfter-Bridge,  to  which 
"  this  is  certainly  inferior,  I  think  this  is  the 
"  nobleft  bridge  I  ever  faw. 

"  The  water  of  the  river  Seine  generally  looks 
"  green  and  dirty,  which  is  not  to  be  wondered 
"  at,  as  it  is  commonly  filled  with  covered 
"  barges  full  of  v/afher-women  cleaning  their 
"  linen  :  yet  it  is  carried  in  pails  through  the 
"  ftreets,  and  fold  as  milk  is  in  London. 

"  I  cannot   here   help    remarking,   that  the 

"  French  women  are  the  worft   lauhdrefies   in 

!   "  Europe  :  they  w  afh  their  linen  in  cold  water 

"  in  the  river,  and   as  to  ironing  and   plaiting, 

"  they  have  not  the  lead  notion  of  it. 

"  There  are  here  indeed  fome  Englifh  wc- 
"  men,  who  will  finiih  them  pretty  neatly,  but 
"  not  fo  white  as  in  England,  which  may  in  a 
"  good  meafure  be  owing  to  the  water. 

"  Pont  Royal  is  a  handlbme  ftone  bridge  of 

"  five 
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"  five  arches,  built  by  Lewi?  XIV.  almoft  op- 
"  polite  to  the  Tuillefies. 

"  The  laft  bridge  worthy  of  notice  is  Pont 
"  St.  Michael,  on  which  are  fcveral  houies  and 
"  handfome  (hops. 

"  The  palace  of  Luxemburg   was  built  by 
"  Mary  de  Medicis,  and  is  a  noble  edifice,  chief- 
"  ly  of  the  Tufcan  order,  (kuated  in   a  part  of 
"  the  town  called  the   Uniyerfity,     The   great 
"  gallery  is   worthy  the  attention  of  the  travel- 
"  ler,  and  among  the   reft  are  feveral   curious 
"  paintings  by  Paul    Rubens,    containing  the 
"  rnoft  remarkable  tranfattions  of  the  life  of 
"   that  queen.     The  other   apartments  are  alio 
"  richly  furnifhed,  and  adorned  with  a  fine  col- 
"  leclion  of  valuable  paintings.     The  gardens 
"  of  this  palace  are   elegantly  laid  out,  and  or- 
"  namented  with  fountains. 
"  "  They  are  daily  vuited   by  the  nobility  and 
others,  like  thofe  of  theTuilleries  ;   but  more 
"  efpccially  on  Sundays,  whin  feveral  thoufands 
"  of  all    ranks  make  their   appearance   there. 
*{  It  is   here  the  cuftom   for  the  gentlemen  and 
"  ladies  of  the  firft  quality,  though  richly  dref- 
".  Ted,  to  fit  down  to  difcourfe  on  the  grafs. 

"  I  had  not  been  long  at  Paris  before  I  had 
"  an  opportunity  of  being  a  melancholy  fpecta- 
"  tor  at  the  execution  of  a  perfon  broke  upon 
"  the  wheel,  as  it  is  commonly  called.  The  un- 
l<  happy  criminal  v/as  convieled  for  fhooting  at 
'•  a  perfon  with  an  intent  to  kill  him  ;  he 
"  wounded  the  man  terribly  in  the  face,  and 
"  though  hefurvived,  the  rigeurof  the  fentence 
"  was  not  moderated.  The  execution  was  at 
'  the  Grcve,  a  fort  of  fquare,  in  which  ftands 
"  the  town-houfe. 

"  In  the  middle  of  this  fquare  a  fcaffold 
"  was  erected  •,  and  at  half  an  hour  after  four 
"  the  prifoner  was  brought  to  it  in  a  cart,  at- 
"  tended  by  the  city  guard  walking  two  and 
"•  two,  and  a  priefi  accompanying  the  dying 
"  man. 

"  On  the  fcaffold  was  creeled  a  large  crofs, 
"  exactly  in  the  form  of  that  commonly  repre- 
"  fented  for  St.  Andrew's.  The  executioner 
'  and  his  afiiftants  placed  the  prifoner  on  it,  in 
"  fuch  a  manner,  that  his  arms  and  legs  were 
"  extended  agreeably  to  the  form  of  the  crofs, 
"  and  ftrongly  tied  down.  Under  each  arm, 
"  leg,  &c.  was  cut  a  knotch  in  the  wood,  as  a 
"  mark  where  the  executioner  mi;_rht  with  great- 
"  er  facility,  break  the  bone.  He  held  in  his 
'*  hand  an  iron  bar,  not  unlike  an  iron  crow, 
"  and  in  the  fii  ft  place  broke  his  aims,  then  in  a 
"  moment  after  both  his  thighs.  It  was  dread- 
"  ful  to  fee  the  poor  wretch  writhe  his  body  with 
"  agony,  and  to  obferve  the  diftortions  of  his 
"  face.  It  was  a  confidcrable  time  before  he 
"  expired,  and  it  would  have  been  longer,  had 
"  not  the  executioner  given  him  what  is  called 
"  the  coup  de  grace,  or  merciful  ftroke,  on  his 
"  ftomach ;  which  at  once  put  an  end  to  his 
"  mifery. 

"  They    then  took   the  dead   body  from  the 

"  crofs,  and  put  it  on   a  wheel,  fixed  to  a  leng 

"  pole,  where  he  was  expofed   for  fome  time ; 

"  and  this  part  of  the  Ceremony  occafions  the 

ion    expreffion    of    being    broke    upon 

Ny  53-  1  T 


"  the   wheel,    thought   it  is    performed   on  a 
"  crofs. 

"  Some  time  after,  I  took  the  advantage  of  a 

"  fine  day,  in  order  to  vifit  the  palace  of  Ver- 

"  failles,   which   is   twelve   miles   from    Paris. 

"  There  are  feveral  ways   of  going  this  fhort 

"  journey  ;  but  the  molt  agreeable  paffage  is, 

"  in  my  opinion,  in  the  galliot,  a  fmall  barge, 

"  which  fets  out  every  morning  from  the  Pont 

"  Royal,  and  lands  you  at  Seve,  from  whence 

"  you  have    a   delightful    walk    to   Verlailks, 

"  through  an  avenue  confifting  of  three  rows  of 

"  trees,  that  extend  a  mile  and  a  half,  quite  up 

"  to  the  palace. 

"  At  the  extremity  of  the  vifta  you  come  to 
"  a  large  parade,  on  each  fide  of  which  are  the 
"  king's  ttables  ;  thefeare  noble  ftructures,  that 
"  might  be  miftakeh  for  palaces  ;  they  contain 
"  a  great  number  of  fine  horfes,  but  the  beft 
"  are  EngKfh  hunters,  of  which  hi,  majefty  is 
"  extremely  fond. 

"  Having  paffed  the  parade,  you  enter  thro' 
"  the  gate  of  the  iron  palilaue,  into  the  firft 
c:  court,  which  is  flanked  by  four  pavillions  5 
"  but  thefe  buildings  make  no  extraordinary 
"  figure,  and  tell  far  lhort  of  my  e::  >ns. 

"  From  hence  you  pais  through  the  gate  of  ano- 
"  ther  palifade,  into  thefecond  court,  which  is 
"  fmaller,  but  has  more  grand  and  pompous 
"   buildings. 

"  The  third  court,  to  which  you  afcend  by 
"  five  fteps,  is  terminated  by  a  very  noble  edi- 
'  fice.  Here  is  a  fine  portico,  with  three  huge 
"  doors  neatly  gilt,  by  which  you  enter  the  hall  -t 
"  which  is  fupported  by  marble  columns,  and 
"  adorned  with  ftatues. 

"  The  grand  ftair-cafe  is  very  wide  ;  it  is  of 
"  the  moil  beautiful  marble,  and  is  finely  deco- 
"  rated  with  painting  and  fculpture. 

"  Oppofite  the  wings  and  front  of  this  court, 
"  are  valuable  bufts,  and  in  the  centre  ftands  a 
"  fountain  adorned  with  gilt  ftatues:  the  front 
'•  of  the  palace  next  the  garden  is  extremely 
"  noble,  and  makes  you  ample  amends  for 
"  your  difappointment,  at  your  firft  entrance 
"  into  it  from  Paris. 

"  It  is  entirely  of  ftone,  and  of  a  prodigious 
"  length  ■,  which  has  this  difadvantage,  that  if 
"  it  be  viewed  at  fome  diftance  in  the  gardens, 
"  irappears  much  too  low  for  the  length. 

"  The  principal  rooms  are  the  following : 
"  the  hall  of  plenty,  and  that  where  ftands  the 
"  billiard-table,  in  which  are  fome  excellent 
"  paintings  by  the  greateft  mafters. 

"  The  hall  of  Venus  is  very  beautiful,  and, 
"  befide  the  other  curiofuies,  has  an  ancient 
"  ftatue  of  a  Roman  conful  finely  e::ecu:ed, 
"  The  hall  of  Mercury,  is  adorned  with  paint- 
"  ings  by  Titian,  and  other  eminent  hands  ; 
"  and  in  that  of  Mars,  is  a  fine  painting  of  the 
"  famliy  of  Darius  at  the  feet  of  Alexander  the 
"  Great,  by  Le  Brun  :  in  this  piece  the  paffions 
"  are  beautifully  exprefied. 

"  The  grand   p  two  hundred   and 

"  twenty-two  feet  long,  and  thirty  broad :  the 
"  cieling  which  is  arched,  is  lofty  and  finely 
"  painted  by  Le  Brun,  with  allegorical  figures, 
"  reprefenting  the  hiftory  of  Lewis  XIV.  from 
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the  peace  of  the  Pirenees,  to  that  of  Nime- 
guen,  in  nine  large  compartments  and  eigh- 
teen fmall  ones. 

"  This  magnificent  gallery  is  adorned  with 
eight  antique  ftatues,  and  many  valuable 
bufts,  vales,  and  tables  of  porphyry  and  ala- 
bafter. 

"  On  the  fide  fronting  the  garden,  it  has  fe- 
venteen  lofty  windows  •,  and  the  oppofite  fide 
is  wainfcotted  with  looking-glafs,  which  has  a 
mofl  pleafing  effect.  The  whole  is  finely  or- 
namented with  gilding,  as  are  moll  of  the 
other  apartments.  The  furniture  is,  however, 
now  much  foiled,  and  with  refpect  to  neat- 
nefs  and  cleanlinefs  is  far  inferior  to  that  in 
the  ftate-rooms  in  the  palaces  of  Kenfington, 
Hampton-Court,  and  Windfor. 
"  The  apartments  of  the  king  and  queen  are 
finely  painted  •,  and  in  his  majefty's  bed- 
chamber are  fome  excellent  pictures  :  his  bed 
is  ofcrimfon  velvet,  richly  embroidered  with 
gold,  which  is  called  the  winter  furniture,  for 
in  fummer  they  put  on  thinner  and  lighter. 
The  bed  ftands  in  a  fmall  alcove,  and  before 
it  is  a  gilt  baluftrade. 

"  The  cabinet  of  rarities  is  of  an  odogonal 
figure,  and  contains  a  furprizing  collection  of 
curiofities  in  agate,  cryftal,  jewels,  medals  and 
other  antiquities,  with  feveral  paintings  by  the 
greateft  mafters. 

"  The  chapel  is  a  very  noble  ftructure  ;  the 
architecture  is  of  the  Corinthian  order,  and 
the  infide  is  adorned  with  a  variety  of  ftatues, 
baffo  relievos,  and  paintings. 
"  The  gardens  afford  new  lcenes  of  aftonifh- 
ment.  In  the  firft  walk,  as  you  advance  di- 
rectly from  the  terrace  along  the  front  of  the 
palace,  you  come  to  two  bafons  •,  and  in  the 
midft  of  each  the  water  is  thrown  up  in  the 
form  of  a  wheat-lheaf,  to  the  height  of  about 
thirty  feet.  The  borders  of  thele  bafons  are 
adorned  with  feveral  groupes  of  brazen  fi- 
gures, repreienting  river  gods,  and  nymphs. 
At  the  corners  of  this  terrace,  are  two 
other  marble  bafons,  where  the  fountains  form 
two  fine  fheets  of  water,  and  upon  the  bor- 
ders 
brafs. 

"  Below  thele  fountains  is  a  very  noble  one 
adorned  with  the  ftatues  ofLatona,  Apollo, 
and  Diana. 

"  There  are  here  many  other  fountains  and 
cafcades,  the  beauty  of  which  exceeds  all  de- 
defcription  :  but  what  is  moil  admired  is  the 
grand  canal  fixteen  hundred  yards  long,  and 
fixty-four  broad,  with  a  large  octagon  bafon 
at  each  end,  and  interfected  in  the  middle 
by  another  canal  about  two  hundred  and  fixty 
yards  in  length.  Here  the  court  fometimes 
take  the  diverfion  of  failing  in  yachts  and 
galleys. 

"  The  labyrinth  is  a  fine  grove  with  two 
ftatues  at  the  entrance  ;  the  one  of  JEfop,  and 
the  other  of  Cupid  holding  a  clue  of  thread 
in  his  hand,  intimating  the  neceifity  of  fuch 
a  guide  to  prevent  his  being  loft  in  the  intri- 
cate windings  of  the  place. 
."  At  each  turning  you  meet  with  a  fountain 


are  feveral   figures  of  animals  made  of 


adorned  with  fine  fhells,  in  which  is  repre- 
fented  in  a  lively  manner,  one  of  /Efop's  fa- 
bles, and  the  fubject  is  expreffed  in  four  lines 
in  French  verfes  in  golden  letters,  on  a  plate 
of  bronze  painted  black. 
"  The  orangery  or  green-houfe  is  a  noble  piece 
of  architecture,  confifting  of  feveral  galleries, 


"  the  largeft  of  which  is  four  hundred  feet 
"  long,  and  thirty  broad,  and  all  of  them  are 
"  adorned  with  columns  of  the  Tufcan  or- 
"  der.  Before  this  green-houfe  is  a  fine  parterre, 
"  with  a  fountain  in  the  middle  of  it,  which 
"  throws  the  water  forty  feet  high,  and  the 
"  whole  parterre  is  decorated  with  ftatves, 
"  vafes,  and  other  ornaments . 

"  The  Trianon,  or  fummer-houfe,  is  fitu- 
"  ated  at  the  entrance  of  a  wood.  Its  front 
"  is  adorned  by  a  beautiful  periftyle  of  mar- 
"  ble  columns.  At  the  extremity  of  the  wings. 
"  of  the  building  are  two  pavilions,  and  on  the 
"  top  a  fine  baluftrade.  His  majefty's  apart- 
"  ments  are  richly  furnifhed,  and  adorned 
"  with  exquifite  paintings  :  the  gallery  is  very 
"  noble,  and  affords  a  better  profpecb  of  the 
"  gardens,  than  even  the  great  gallery  of  the 
"  palace.  It  has  private  gardens  prettily  laid 
"  out,  that  contain  a  great  variety  of  the  mofl: 
"  beautiful  flowers  •,  and  moft  of  the  bafons 
"  and  fountains  have  marble  borders.  It  is 
"  fur  rounded  with  pleafant  grove?,  in  dime 
"  of  which  are  fine  cafcades,  elpecially  in  that 
"  of  Laocoon. 

"  The  menagerie  refembles  a  common  farm- 
"  houfe.  It  ftands  in  the  centre  of  feven  little 
"  courts,  where  are  kept  the  wild-beafts,  and 
"  all  forts  of  fowl ;  but  on  entering  it,  you 
"  are  agreeably  furprifed  at  the  elegant  appcar- 
"  ance  of  the  apartments  :  in  one  of  them 
"  is  a  rich  fettee  bed  or  couch,  for  his  rnaje- 
"  ftv,  and  the  cieling  is  covered  with  looking 
"  glafs. 

"  One  great  advantage,  which  all  people 
"  enjoy  at  Verfailles  is,  that  they  have  con- 
"  ftantly  free  accefs  into  the  gardens,  pro- 
"  vided  they  are  equipped  with  a  bag- wig  and 
"  a  fword. 

"  Some  time  after  I  made  an  excurfion  from 
"  Paris  to  the  palace  of  St.  Germain's,  which 
"  is  about  four  leagues  diftant  from  that  city, 
"  and  fituated  on  a  high  hill,  at  the  foot  of 
"  which  runs  the  Seine :  on  the  other  fide 
"  is  a  large  foreft,  and  adjoining  to  the  houfe, 
"  a  park  which  has  fome  villas  leading  from  the 
"  palace. 

"  It  was  formerly  a  hunting  feat :  the  gar- 
"  den  and  magnificent  terrace  were  laid  out, 
"  and  formed  under  the  direction  of  Lewis 
"  XIV.  who  alfo  enlarged  the  building,  on 
"  account  of  his  having  received  his  iiril 
"  breath  in  that  palace:  here  alio  king  James 
"  II.  refided,  and  fpent  the  remainder  of 
"  his  days  in  meditating  on  his  own  impru- 
"  dence. 

"  The  palace  is  much  out  of  repair,  and 
"  chiefly  inhabited  by  Englifh,  Scotch,  and  Irifh 
"  families,  the  adherents  of  that  mifguided 
"  prince.  It  has  fomething  the  appearance 
"  of   a  caltle  ;  and  is  iurroundec! "with  a  fine 
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"  gallery,  that  affords  a  view  of  all  the  adja- 
"  cent  country. 

"  Indeed,  had  Lewis  XIV.  bellowed  but  half 
"  the  expence  on  this  place,  at  he  did  on  Ver- 
'•  Tallies,  it  would  have  been  probably  the  mod 
"  delightful  palace  in  the  univerfe. 

"  I  had  not  yet  met  with  any  place  in  France, 
"  fo  agreeable  and  pleafant  as  the  town  of  St. 
"  Germain  •,  which  is  very  populous,  and  the 
"  air  being  eftetmed  the  bell  of  any  about  Paris, 
"  great  numbers  refort  thither  for  the  benefit  of 
"  their  healths. 

"  About  a  league  from  hence,  is  the  fmall 
"  village  of  Marli,  fituated  near  the  banks  of 
"  the  Seine,  where  is  a  palace  faid  to  have  been 
"  built  by  Lewis  XIV.  but  this  ftru<5ture  is 
"  not  anl'werable  to  the  magnificence  of  the 
"  gardens,  which  are  extreamly  fine,  and  the 
"  fountains  and  cafcades  exceed  ibme  of  thofe 
"  at  Verfailles.  Here  is  the  machine  that 
"  fills  the  grand  refervoir,  from  which  the 
"  innumerable  water-works  at  Verfailles  and 
"  Marli  are  fupplied. 

"  On  my  return  to  Paris,  I  vifited  the  pa- 
"  lace  where  the  duke  of  Orleans  refides.  This 
"  is  a  noble  building,  but  the  outfide  is  not 
"  comparable  to  the  beau:y  of  the  apartments, 
"  which  are  richly  furnifhed,  and  kept  in 
"  neater  order  than  the  palaces  generally  are  : 
"  here  are  abundance  of  excellent  paintings 
"  executed  by  the  greateft  mailers.  The  gar- 
"  dens  are  public,  and  as  much  frequented 
"  as  the  Tuilleries  and  Luxemburg  :  but  are 
"  greatly  inferior  to  both. 

"  Not  far  from  thence  ftands  the  college 
"  of  the  Sorbonne,  the  mod  celebrated  in 
"  France  •,  it  was  originally  a  mean  ftru&ure, 
"  but  was  rebuilt  by  cardinal  Richlieu,  and 
"  contains  apartments  for  thirty  doctors. 

"  The  church  is  a  fine  edifice,  adorned  with 
"  pilalters  of  the  Corinthian  order,  and  feveral 
"  ftatutes  of  faints  and  angels  :  the  infide  of 
"  the  dome  is  elegantly  painted,  and  in  the 
"  middle  of  the  choir  is  the  tomb  of  that  car- 
"  dinal  in  a  reclining  pofture,  fupported  by  re- 
"  ligion,  with  feveral  emblematical  figures  of 
"  the  fciences  at  his  feet. 

"  The  houfes  of  Paris  are  generally  very 
"  high,  confifling  of  fix  or  feven  ftories  •,  and 
"  fometimes  feven  or  eight  different  families 
"  live  in  one  houfe.  In  fome  ftreets  inha- 
"  bited  by  the  nobility  there  is  fcarce  a  houfe 
"  to  be  feen  ;  they  being  built  with  a  wall  be- 
"  fore  them. 

"  At  the  grand  gate  generally  ftands  a  Swifs 
"  porter,  with  large  whifkers  •,  and  lometimes 
"  I  have  feen  two  or  three  lufty  footmen  em- 
"  broidering  a  waiftcoat,  working  the  wrift- 
"  bands  of  a  fhirt,  or  knitting  ftockings, 
"  though  dreffed  and  powdered  out  like  men  of 
"  quality. 

"  The  fquare  of  Vendome,  or  of  Lewis  the 
"  great,  is  large  and  handfome,  of  an  octagonal 


*  Since  the  new  paving  of  the  city  of  London,  the 
polls  have  been  removed  ;  yet  we  do  not  hear  of  many 
accidents  ariling  fr0rn  the  want  of  th-.m  :    but  this  is 


"  form,  and  the  houfes  are  regularly  built.  In 
'•  the  center  is  an  equeftrian  ftatue  of  Lewis 
"  XIV.  in  brafs,  Handing  on  a  marble  pedeftalj 
'•  which  has  this  infeription,  "  Viro  Immortali;" 
"  that  is,  "  To  the  immortal  man  :  other  in- 
"  fcriptions  form  an  elogium  on  his  virtues  and 
"  exploits." 

In  general  the  ftreets  of  Paris  are  narrow,  and 
have  no  foot-ways  on  each  fide  with  polls,  as  the 
(beets  of  London*  have  :  a  perfon  therefore  can- 
not walk  in  them  without  danger ;  for  the  hack- 
ney coachmen  generally  drive  verv  faft,  which, 
occafions  many  accidents  among  the  crouds  of 
people  caufed  by  the  narrownefs  of  the  ftreets. 

The  Hackney  coaches,  which  are  regulated 
much  in  the  fame  manner  as  thofe  of  London, 
are,  however,  more  numerous,  more  eafy,  and 
far  genteeler.  They  have  likewife  a  vehicle 
called  a  vignerett,  made  after  the  manner  of  our 
common  chairs,  but  more  clumfy  :  it  is  placed 
upon  two  fmall  wheels,  and  has  two  ftiafts  like  a 
cart,  in  which  is  a  perfon  who  draws  it  like  a 
horfe  j  and  if  the  paffenger  has  a  fervant,  he 
goes  behind,  and  pufhes  it  forward. 

In  a  letter  written  by  Dr.  Smollet,  from  Paris, 
are  the  following  pitffages  : — "  Nothing  gives 
"  me  fuch  chagrin,  as  the  necefTity  I  am  under 
' '  to  hire  a  tmkt  de place,  as  my  own  fervant  does 
"  not  lpeak  the  language.  You  cannot  con- 
"  ceive  with  what  eagernefs  and  dexterity  thofe 
"  rafcally  varlets  exert  themfelves  in  pillaging 
"  ftrangers.  There  is  always  one  ready  in  wait- 
"  ing  on  your  arrival,  who  begins  by  affifting 
"  your  fervant  to  unload  your  baggage,  and  in- 
"  terefts  in  your  affairs  with  fuch  artful  offici- 
"  oufnefs,  that  you  will  find  it  difficult  to  fhake 
"  him  off,  even  though  you  are  determined  be- 
"  forehand  againft  hiring  any  fuch  domeftic. 
"  He  produces  recommendations  from  his  for- 
"  mer  matters,  and  the  people  of  the  houfe 
"  vouch  for  his  honefty. 

"  The  truth  is  thofe  fellows  are  very  hardy 
"  ufeful,  and  obliging  ;  and  fo  far  honeft,  that 
"  they  will  not  fteal  in  the  ufual  way.  You 
"  may  fafely  truft  one  of  then!  to  bring  you  a 
"  hundred  leui'dores  from  your  banker  •,  but 
"  they  fleece  you  without  mercy  in  every  other 
"  article  of  expence. 

"  They  lay  all  your  tradefmen  under  contri- 
"  bution  ;  your  taylor,  barber,  mantua-maker, 
"  milliner,  perfumer,  (hoemaker,-  mercer,  jew- 
"  eller,  hatter,  traiteur,  and  wine-merchant :  e- 
"  ven  the  bourgeois  who  owns  your  coach  pays 
"  him  twenty  ibis  per  day.  His  wages  amount 
"  to  twice  as  much,  fo  that  I  imagine  the  fel- 
"  low  that  ferves  me,  makes  above  ten  fhillings 
"  a  day,  befide  his  victuals,  which,  by  the  bye, 
"  he  has  no  right  to  demand. 

"  Living  at  Paris,  to  the  beft  of  my  ;e:ollec- 
"  tion,  is  very  near  twice  as  dear  as  it  was  fif- 
"  teen  years  ago  •,  and,  indeed,  this  is  the  cafe 
"  in1  London  •,  a  circumftance  that  muft  be  un- 
"  doubtedly  owing  to  an  increafe  of  taxes;  for 


owing  to  the  foot  paths,  which  are  judicioufly  raifed 
above  tbe  coach-ways. 
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"  I  do  not  find  that  in  the  articles  of  eating  and 
"  drinking,  the  French  people  are  more  luxuri- 
"  ous  than  they  were  heretofore. 

"  All  manner  of  butchers  meat  and  poultry 
"  are  extremely  good  in  this  place.  The 
"  beef  is  excellent. 

The  wine,  which  is  generally  drank,  is  a  very 
"  thin  kind  of  Burgundy.  I  can  by  no  means 
"  reiiih  their  cookery  •,  but  one  breakfafts  de- 
"  licioufly  upon  their  ins  aad  their  pates 

"  of  butter,  which  lalt  isexquifite. 

"  The  common  people,  and  even  the  bcur- 
"  jeois  of  Paris,  live  at  this  (talon  (October) 
"  chiefly  on  breaj  and  gr..pes,  which  is  undoub- 
"  tedly  very  wholefome  fare.  If  the  fame  fim- 
"  plicity  of  diet  prevailed  in  England,  we 
"  fliould  certainly  underfel  the  French  at  all 
"  foreign  markets  :  for  they  are  very  flothtul 
"  with  all  their  vivacity  ,  and  the  great  num- 
ber of  their  holidays  not  only  encourages  this 
lazy  dilpofition,  but  actually  robs  them  of 
one  half  of  what  their  labour  would  other- 
wife  produce  :  fo  that,  if  our  common  peo- 
ple were  not  fo  expenfive  in  their  living,  that 
"  is,  in  their  eating  and  drinking,  labour  might 
"  be  afforded  cheaper  in  En  <  land  thaninFrance. 
"  There  are  three  young  lufty  huffies,  nieces 
"■  cr  daughters  of  a  black  fmith,  that  lives  juft 
"  oppoflte  to  my  windows,  who  do  nothing  from 
"  morning  to  night.  They  eat  grapes  and 
"  bread  from  feven  till  nine  :  from  nine  till 
"  twelve  they  drefs  their  hair,  and  are  all  the 
':  afternoon  gaping  at  the  window  to  view  paf- 
"  iengers. 

"  I  do  not  perceive  that  they  give  themfelves 
"  the  trouble  either  to  make  their  beds,  or 
"  clean  their  apartment.  The  fame  fpirit  of 
"idlenefs  and  diftipation  I  have  obierved  in 
"  every  part  of  France,  and  among  every  clais 
"  of  people. 

'  "  Every  object  feems  to  have  fhrunk  in  its 
"  dimenfions  fince  1  was  la'l  at  Paris.  The 
"  Louvre,  the  palais-royal,  the  bridges,  and 
"  the  river  Seine,  by  no  means  anfwer,  the  ideas 
"  I  had  formed  of  them  from  my  obfervation. 
"  When  the  memory  is  not  very  correct,  the 
"  imagination  i  betrays  her  into  fuch  ex- 


travagancies. 


"  After  al!,  it  is  in   England  only,  where  we 
raoft  loo!  hearful  apartments,  gay  furni- 

ture, neatnefs  and  convenience.     There  is  a 


"  ftrange  incongruity   in  th 


French  genius  :- 


"  with  aU  their  vol  -  prattle,   and  fendnefs 

"  for  bon   niots\  they   delight  in   a    fpecies  of 

twling,   melancholy  church  oiufic.     Their 

"   moft   favourite    d:amatic    pieces  are  almoft 

thout  incident;  and    i  .  igue  of  their 

ifts  of  moral,  infipid  apothegms 

f  wit  or  repartee. — I  know 

"  what  I  hazard  by  this  opinion  among  the  im- 

"  plicit  admirers  of  LulJy,    Racine,  and  Mo- 

"   liere. 

"  I  do  not  talk  of  the  bulls,  the  ftatues,  and 
"  pictures  which  ..hound  at  Versailles,  and  o- 
"  ther  about   Paris,  particularly 

"  the  great  collection   of  capital  pieces  in  the 
'■•  palais-royal,    belonging  to   the  duke  of  Or- 


"  I  have  neither  capacity  nor  inclination  to 
give  a  critique  on  thefe  chef  dbeuvres,  which 
indeed  would  take  up  a  whole  volume.  I 
have  feen  this  great  Magazine  of  painting 
three  times  with  aftonifhment  ;  but  I  (hould 
have  been  better  pleafed  if  there  had  not 
been  half  the  number  :  one  is  bewildered  in 
fuch  a  profuficn,  as  not  to  know  where  to  be- 
gin, and  hurried  away  before  there  is  time  to 
confider  one  piece  with  any  fort  of  delibera- 
tion. Befide,  the  rooms  are  all  dark,  and  a 
great  many  of  the  pictures  hang  in  a  bad 
light.  As  for  Tri?.non,  Mai  li,  and  Choifil, 
they  are  no  more  than  pigecn-houfes,  in  re- 
fpect  to  palaces  •,  and,  notwithstanding  the 
extravagant  eulogiums  which  you  have  heard 
of  the  French  king's  houfts,  I  will  venture  to 
affirm,  that  the  king  of  England  is  belter,  I 
mean  more  comfortably  lodged.  I  cu. 
h...tve'-,  to  except  Fountainbleau,  which  I 
have  not  feen. 

"  The  city  of  Paris  is  laid  to  be  five  leagues, 
or  fif.een  miles,  in  circumference  ;  and  if  it  is 
really  fo,  it  mult  be  much  more  populous 
than  London  ;  for  the  ftreets  are  very  nar- 
row, and  the  houles  very  high,  with  a  different 
family  on  every  floor. 
"  But  I  have  ineafured  the  beft  plans  of; 
two  royal  cities,  and  am  certain  that  Paris 
does  net  take  up  near  fo  much  ground  as 
London  and  Weftminfter  occupy  :  and  I 
fufpect  the  number  of  its  inhabitants  is  alfo 
exaggerated  by  thofe  who  fay  it  amounts  to 
eight  hundred  thoufand,  that  is  two  hundred 
thoufand  more  than  are  contained  within  the 
bills  of  mortality. 

"  The  hotels  of  the  French  noblefle,  at  Pa- 
ris, tske  up  a  great  deal  of  room,  with  their 
court-yards  and  gardens  •,  and  fo  do  their 
convents  and  churches.  It  mull  be  owned, 
indeed,  that  their  ftreets  are  wonderfully 
crotided  with  people  and  carriages." 
The  doctor  remarks,  that — "  the  French 
begin  to  imitate  theEnglifh,  but  only  in  fuch 
particulars  as  render  them  worthy  of  imita- 
tion. When  I  was  laft  at  Paris,  no  perfon  of 
any  condition,  male  or  female,  appeared  but 
in  full  drefs,  even  when  obliged  to  come  out 
early  in  the  morning  ;  but  at  prefent  I  fee  a 
number  of  frocks  and  fcratches  in  a  morning 
in  the  ftreets  of  this  metropolis. 
"  They  have  fet  up  a  petite  fofte,  on  the  plan 
of  our  penny-poft,  with  fome  improvements  ; 
and  I  am  told  there  is  a  fcheme  on  foot  for 
[implying  every  honie  with  water,  by  leaden 
pipes  from  the  river  Seine. 
"  They  have  even  adopted  our  practice  of 
the  cold  bath,  which  is  taken  very  conveni- 
ently, in  wooden  houfes,  erected  on  the  fide 
of  the  river,  the  water  of  which  is  let  in  and 
out  occasionally,  by  cocks  fixed  in  the  fides 
of  the  bath.  There  are  different  rooms  for 
the  different  fexes  ;  the  accommodations  are 
good,  and  the  expence  is  a  trifle. 
"  The  tapeftry  of  the  Gobelins  is  brought  to 
an  amazing  degree  of  perfection ;  and  I  am 
furprized  that  this  furniture  is  not  more  in 
fafhion  among  the  great,  who  alone  are  able 

<•<  to 
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"  to  purchafe  it.  It  would  be  a  moft 
"  and  magnificent  ornament,  which  woul 
"  ways  nobly  diftinguifh  their  apartments  from 
"  thofe  of  an  inferior  rank  ;  for  in  this  they 
"  would  run  no  riik  of  being  rivalled  by  the 
"  bourgeois. 

"  At  the  village  of  Chaillot,  in  the  neigh- 
K  bourhood  of  Paiis,  the  -  beautiful  car- 
"  pets  and  fcreen-work;  and  this  is  the  more 
"  extraordinary,  as  there  are  hardly  any  car- 
ts ufed  in  this  kingdom. 
"  In  almoft  all  the  lodging  houfes,  the  floors 
"  are  of  brick,  and  have  no  other  kind  of  clean- 
"  ing  than  that  of  being  fprinkled  with  water, 
"  an  once  a  day. 

"  Thefe  brick  floors,  the  ftone  flairs,  the 
"  want  of  wainfeotting  in  the  rooms,  and  the 
"  thick  party-walls  of  llone,  are,  however, 
"  prefervatives  againit  fire,  which  feldom  does 
'•  any  damage  in  this  city.  Infteadofi 
"  cotting,  the  walls  are  covered  with  tapcilry  or 
"  danvJk.  The  beds  in  general  are  very  good, 
"  and  well  ornamented,  \,  ith  telleis  and  curt  in  .. 

"  Fifteen  years  ago  the   river   Seine,   v. 
"    a  mile  of  Paris,  was   as  lolitary   as    if  it  had 
"  run  through  a  deiart.     At  preient  the  banks 
"  of  it  are  adorned  with  a  number  of  elegant 
"  houfes  and  plantations,  as  far  as  Marli. 

"  In  the  character  of  the  French,  confidered 
"  as  a  people,  there  are  undoubtedly  many  cir- 
"  cumflances  truly  ridiculous.  You  know  the 
"  fafhionable  people,  who  go  a  hunting,  are 
"  equipped  with  their  jack  -boots,  bag-wigs, 
"  fwords  and  piftols  :  but  I  faw  the  other  day  a 
"  kene  fall  more  grotefque. 

"  On  the  road  to  Choiffi,  a  fiacre,  or  hackney- 
"  coach,  flopped,  and  out  came  five  or  fix  men, 
"  armed  with  mufquets,  who  took  pofl,  each 
"  behind  a  ieparate  tree.  I  afked  our  fervant 
"  who  they  were,  imagining  they  might  be 
"  archers,  or  footpads  or'juilice,  in  purfuit  of 
"  fome  malefactor.  But  guefs  my  furprize, 
"  when  the  fellow  told  me,  they  were  gentlemen 
" a  la 

"  They  were  in  fi'.ct  come  out  from  Parh,  in 
"  this  equipage,  to  take  the  diverfion  of  hare- 
"  hunting;  that  is,  of  fhooting  from  behind 
"  a  tree  at  the  hares  that  chanced  to  pal's. 

"  Indeed,  if  they  had  nothing  more  in  view, 
"  but  to  deftroy  the  game,  this  a  very  effectual 
"  method  ;  for  the  hares  are  in  fuch  plenty  in 
"  this  neighbourhood,  that  I  have  feen  a  dozen 
"  together  in  the  fame  field. 

"  I  think  this  v/ay  of  hunting,  in  a  coach  or 
"  chariot,  might  be  properly  adopted  atLon- 
"  don,  in  favour  of  thofe  Aldermen  of  the  city, 
"  who  are  too  unwieldy  to  follow  the  hounds  on 
"  horfeback." 

The  following  general  view  of  Paris  is  gi- 
ven by  Mr.  Thicknefie. — "  It  is  certainly  much 
"  inferior  to  London  in  fize  and  beaut)-,  yet  al- 
"  moil  every  flreet  furnifhes  either  a  church  a 
"  convent,  or  fomething  worthy  of  attention. 

"  The  place  Vicloire,  is  a  fmall  circus,  and  in 

"  the  center  thereof  is   a  fine  flatue  of  Lewis 

"  XIV. — indeed  neither  this  circus,  nor  any  of 

"  the  lquares  in  Paris,  are  equal  in  fize  or  beau- 
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"  ty  to  the  fmalleft  that  adorn  the  environs  of 
"  the  city  of  London.  The  Luxembourgh  and 
"  Tuilleries  gardens  are  indeed  very  fine,  as 
"  gard.ns,  but  not  lb  pleaiing  as  St.  James's 
"  and  Hyde  Park. 

"  Every  thing  in  Paris  has  been  fo  often,  and 
"  fo  much  better  defcribed,  than  it  is  in  my 
"  power  to  do,  thatit  would  be  abfurd  in  me 
"  to  attempt  giving  you  an  exact  deicri;  tion  of 
"  any  thing  ;  nor  have  I  feen  a  quarter  part  of 
"  what  a  ftran.q;er  is  told  he  mull  I.e. 

"  The  manufacture  at  the  Gobelins  is  one 
"  thing  however,  that  gave  me  great  delight  -, 
"  ar.d  what  added  to  it  was,  that  I  found  the 
"  conductor  to  be  an  Englifbman,  whole  apart- 
tc  ments,  ornamented  with  this  work,  and  his 
"  own  ingenious  pencil,  contributed  greatly 
"  to  the  pleafure  I  received  :  indeed  the  filler 
"  arts  feem  to  dwell  with  him,  and  his  mufical 
"  family,  in  that  royal  palace  •,  and  the  execu- 
"  tion  of  this  inimitable  art  of  painting  in  worf- 
"  teds  to  fuch  a  degree  of  perfection,  is  well 
"  worthy  the  fanction  of  a  king  of  France. 

"  I  mufl  now  mention  a  beauty  which 
c;  Paris  ha?,  that  London  has  not  :  Paris  be- 
"  ing  walled  in,  the  ramparts  more  than  half 
"  round  the  whole  city,  are  nobly  adorned  with 
"  four  rows  of  flately  trees,  in  the  center  of 
"  which  is  a  broad  road  for  coaches,  and  on  each 
"  fide  very  fine  fhady  walks. 

"  Upon  thefe  ramparts  are  to  be  feen,  every 
"  fine  evening,  many  of  the  people  of  fafhion  in 
"  their  coaches,  which  are  often  gaudy,  but 
"  oftener  truly  elegant,  and  painted  in  a  moft 
"  exquifite  manner  ;  not  with  arms,  crefls,  or 
"  initial  letters,  but  with  a  variety  of  pafloral 
'•  fcenes. 

"  On  the  margin  of  thefe  walls  are  a  great 
"  number  of  coffee-hcufes,  and  places  of  pub- 
"  lie  entertainment,  where  are  exhibited  a  va- 
"  riety  of  amufements,  fomething  in  the  way  of 
"  Bartholomew  fair  :  but,  you  may  imagine 
"  better  executed,  by  a  people  whofe  characler- 
"  iftic  it  is  to  laugh  and  be  merry. 

"  TheCofFee-houfes,  &c.  aie  decorated  with  a 
"  great  deal  of  eye-trap,  and  inmofl  of  them  are 
"  harlots  and  muficians  ;  and  there  the  bour- 
''•  geois,  with  their  wives  and  children,  enjoy  a 
"  little  frefh  air,  and  a  view  of  the  adjacent 
"  country  which  is  to  be  feen  in  great  variery 
"  from  the  different  parts  of  thefe  ramparts. 

"■  The  Englifh  are  apt  to  think  that  the 
"  French  are  very  poor  ;  but  if  fine  houfes,  ex- 
"  penfive  furniture,  fuperb  equipages,  and  a 
"  great  number  of  fervants,  are  proofs  to  the 
"  contrary,  it  is  not  fo. 

"  There  are  certainly  more  coaches  in  Paris 
"  than  in  London,  and,  I  believe,  more  inha- 
"  bitants  •,  but  certainly  London  is  more  than 
"  one  third  larger. 

"  The  river  Seine  makes  but  a  poor  figure  at 
"  Paris,  when  put  in  competition  with  the 
"  Thames  •,  but  when  the  great  diltance  it  is 
"  from  the  main  ocean  is  confidered,  and  the 
"  many  leagues  its  fantaflic  courfe  takes  to  dif- 
"  embogue  itfelf,  it  mufl  be  confidered  as  a 
"  wonderful  and  noble  river.     The  banks  are 

"  hard 
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"  hard  and  firm  on  each  fide,  and  are  adorned 
"  with  a  great  number  of  houies,  and  fome  vil- 
"  lages. 

"  Two  leagues  from  Paris,  upon  the  banks 
"  of  this  river,  is  St.  Cloud,  where  the  duke  of 
"  Orleans  has  a  noble  feat,  and  where,  under  his 
"  protection,  the  porcelain  manufacture  is  car- 
"  ried  on,  and  brought  to  an  exquifite  degree  of 
"  perfection.  From  this  feat  you  have  a  fine 
"  view  of  Paris,  the  Bois  de  Bolloigne,  and  the 
"  beautiful  line  of  beauty  (according  to  Mr. 
"  Hogarth)  that  the  river  Seine  exhibits. 

"  Greenwich  Park  is  not  fo  crouded  on  holi- 
•'  days,  as  the  duke  of  Orleans  park  is  every 
"  Sunday  during  the  fummer  ;  but  none  of  the 
"  French  nobility  fhut  up  themfelves  and  their 
"  houfes  as  the  Englifh  do. 

"  In  the  many  years  I  have  lived  in,  and 
"  near  London,  I  could  never  fee  lord  Burling- 
"  ton's  gardens,  though  I  had  frequently  a 
"  ticket.  In  France,  the  appearance  of  a  gen- 
"  tleman,  and  particularly  a  ftranger,  is  a  ticket 
'•  to  go  any  where,  and  ought  to  be  a  fufficient 
"  tie  to  every  one  not  to  abufe  the  confidence 
"  repofed  in  him. 

"  Scribbling  upon  the  windows,  and  the  like, 
"  is  not  common  in  France  ;  I  do  not  recol- 
"  left  thr.t  I  have  once  ieen  any  writing  upon 
"  the  windows  of  the  public  inns,  but  what  was 
"  done  by  the  hand  of  an  Englilhman." 

For  the  following;  remarks  concerning  the 
ladies  of  France,  we  are  indebted  to  Dr.  Smol- 
let — "  I  ftiall  not  pretend  to  defcribe  the  parti- 
"  culars  of  a  French  lady's  drefs.  Thefe  you 
"  are  much  better  acquainted  with  than  I  can 
"  pretend  to  be  :  but  this  I  will  be  bold  to 
"  affirm,  that  France  is  the  general  refervoir 
"•  from  which  all  the  abfurdities  of  falfe  tafte, 
"  luxury,  and  extravagance  have  overflowed  the 
"  different  kingdoms  and  ftates  of  Europe. 

"  The  fprings  that  fill  this  refervoir  are  no 
"  other  than  vanity  and  ignorance. 

"  It  would  be  fuperfluous  to  attempt  prov- 
"  ing,  from  the  nature  of  things,  from  the  firft 
"  principles  and  ufe  of  drefs,  as  well  as  from 
"  the  confideration  of  natural  beauty,  and  the 
"  practice  of  the  ancients,  who  certainly  un- 
"  derftood  it  as  well  as  the  connoifieurs  of  thefe 
"  days,  that  nothing  can  be  more  inconvenient 
';  and  contemptible,  than  the  fafliion  of  modern 
"'  drapery. 

"  I  fhall  only  mention  one  particular  of  drefs 
''■  efTential  to  the  fafhion  of  this  country,  which 
"  feems  to  me  to  carry  human  affectation  to 
"  the  very  fartheft  verge  of  folly  and  extrava- 
"  gance  ;  that  is,  the  manner  in  which  the 
"  faces  of  the  ladies  are  primed  and  paint- 
"  ed. 

"  When  the  Indian  chiefs  were  in  England, 
"  every  body  ridiculed  their  prepofturous  rae- 
"  thod  of  painting  their  cheeks  and  eye-lids  ; 
"  but  this  ridicule  was  wrong  placed.  Thofe 
M  critics  ought  to  have  confidered,  that  the  In- 
"  dians  do  not  ufe  paint  to  make  themfelves  a- 
"  greeable  •,  but  in  order  to  be  the  more  ter- 
"  rible  to  their  enemies. 

'  It  is  generally  fuppofed,  I  think,  that  the 
"  ladies  make  'ale  of  fard  and  vermiliion  for  ve- 


"  ry  different  purpofes  ;  namely  to  help  a  bad 
"  or  faded  complexion,  to  heighten  the  graces, 
"  or  conceal  the  defects  of  nature,  as  well  as  the 
"  ravages  of  time. 

"  I  fhal]  not  enquire  at  prefent  whether  it  is 
"  juft  and  honeft  to  impofe  in  this  manner  on 
"  mankind  :  if  it  is  not  honed,  it  may  be  al- 
"  lowed  to  be  artful  and  politic,  and  ihews,  at 
"  leait,  a  defire  of  being  agreeable,  But  to  lay 
"  it  on  as  the  fafhion  of  France  prefcribes  to  all 
"  the  ladies  of  condition,  who  indeed  cannot 
"  appear  without  this  badge  of  diftindtion,  is 
"  todifguife  themfelves  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to 
"  render  them  odious  and  deteftable  to  every 
"  fpectator,  who  has  the  leaft  relilh  left  for  na- 
"  ture  and  propriety. 

"  As  for  the  fard  or  white  with  which  their 
"  necks  and  fhoulders  are  plaiflered,  it  may  be 
"  in  fome  meafure  excufeable,  as  their  fkins  are 
"  naturally  brown,  or  fallow  ;  but  the  rouge, 
''•  which  is  daubed  en  their  faces,  from  the 
"  chin  up  to  the. eyes,  without  the  leaft  art 
"  or  dexterity,  not  only  deftroys  all  diftinction 
"  of  features,  but  renders  the  afpect  really 
"  frightful,  or  at  beft  conveys  nothing  but  ideas 
"  of  difguft  and  averfion. 

"  You  know,  tint  without  this  horrible 
"  mafque,  no  married  lady  is  admitted  at  court, 
"  cr  in  any  polite  affembly  •,  and  that  it  is  a 
"  mark  of  diftinflion  which  no  bourgeois  dare 
"  affume.  Ladies  of  fafhion  only  have  the  pri- 
"  vilege  of  expofing  themfelves  in  thefe  ungra- 
"  cious  colours. 

"  As  their  faces  are  concealed  under  a  falfe 
"  complexion,  fo  their  heads  are  covered  with 
"  a  vaft  load  of  falfe  hair,  which  is  frizzled  on 
"  the  forehead,  fo  as  exactly  to  referable  the 
"  wooly  heads  of  the  Guinea  negroes. 

"  As  to  the  natural  hue  of  it,  this  is  a  matter 
"  of  no  confequence,  for  pou  der  makes  every 
"  head  of  hair  of  the  fame  colour  ;  and  no  wo- 
"  man  appears  in  this  country,  from  the  ino- 
"  ment  me  rifes  till  night,  without  being  com- 
"  pleatly  whitened. 

"  Powder  or  meal  was  firft  ufed  in  Europe 
"  by  the  Poles,  to  conceal  their  fcald  heads  -, 
"  but  the  prefent  fafhion  of  ufing  it,  as  well  as 
"  the  modifh  method  of  dreffing  the  hair,  muft 
"  have  been  borrowed  from  the  Hottentots, 
"  who  greafe  their  wooly  heads  with  mutton 
"  fuet,  and  then  pafte  it  over 'with  the  powder 
"  called  hiclu. 

"  In  like  manner,  the  hair  of  our  fine  ladies 
"  is  frizzled  into  the  appearance  of  negroes 
"  wool,  and  ftifl'ened  with  an  abominable  pafte 
"  of  hog's  greafe,  tallow,  and  white  powder. 

"  On  the  whole,  when  I  fee  one  of  thefe  fine 
"  creatures  failing  along,  in  her  taudry  robes  of 
"  filk  and  gauze,  frilled  and  flounced,  and  fur- 
"  belowcd,  with  her  falfe  locks,  her  falfe  jewels,. 
"  her  paint,  her  patches,  and  perfumes  ;  I 
"  cannot  help  looking  upon  her  as  the  vileft 
"  piece  of  fophiftication  that  art  ever  pro- 
"  duced."— 

Mr.  ThicknefTe,  however,  accufes  the  Doc- 
tor of  colouring  hi:;  picture  too-high  : — "  The 
"  account  I  give  (fays  he)  and  that  of  Mr.  Smol- 
"  let's,  of  the  great  difregard  to  cleanlinefs  a- 
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"  mong  the  French  nation  in  general,  is  to  be 
"  underftood  however  not  to  belono-  to  their 
"  perfons,  but  their  houfes,  cookery,  &c. 

"  The  ladies  of  France,  in  particular,  are 
"  very  attentive  to  cleanlihels  about  their  own 
"  perfons.  The  various  kinds  of  wafhing  chairs, 
"  bidders,  &c.  that  are  expofed  to  lab  in  almoft 
"  every  fhop  in  Paris,  plainly  fhew,  that  partial 
"  bathing  is  as  much  in  practice  in  modern 
"  France,  as  general  bathing  was  in  old  Rome  : 
"  even  the  female  fervants  and  common  people 
"  are  much  cleaner  about  the  heels  in  particu- 
"  lar,  than  they  are  in  England.. 

"  There  are  certainly  a  great  number  of  fine 
"  women  in  France  ;  and  a  man  who  cannot 
"  fee  and  feel  the  influence  of  their  beauty,  in 
"  fpightofthe  Angularity  of  the  paint,  poma- 
"  turn  and  powder  fo  much  complained  of  5  I 
"  more  than  fufpecl:,  can  look  upon  a  beauti- 
"  ful  woman  in  England  witli  a  philofphieal 
"  indifference. 

<c  I  am  afraid  we  have  a  great  many  pretty 
"  women  in  England,  who  never  wet  their  fkin, 
"  but  when  they  wafli  their  hands  and  face  5 
"  and  I  often  think  of  a  witty  laying  of  L — d 

"  C d's   upon  this  fubjedb  :   it   is  too  well 

"  known  to  be  repeated  ;  but  I  am  well  fatis- 
"  Red  it  does  not  hold  good  in  this  kingdom. 

"  I  muft,  however,  own,  the  quantity  of 
"  rouge  put  on  by  the  ladies  here  is  very  fmgu- 
"  lar,  and  to  out  do  what  nature  ever  did,  very 
"  abfurd  :  the  truth  is,  it  fteals  upon  them  by 
"  degrees,  their  eyes  become  habituated  to  it, 
"  and  they  do  not  fee  it  in  the  fame  manner  that 
"  every  one  elfe  does. 

"  Add  to  this,  it  is  a  mark  of  diftinction  ;  and 
"  I  am  pcrluaded,  if  it  was  not  in  England  a 
"  mark  of  another  kind,  it  would  prevail  as 
"  much  as  it  does  here  :  but  if  the  ladies  of 
"  France  would  leave  off  fnuff,  they  would  cap- 
"  tivate  men  of  all  nations,  as  well  as  their 
"  own  :  however,  I  know  fome  ladies  of  high 
"  rank  who  ufe  no  paint  ;  in  deep  mourning 
"  none  do. 

"  I  cannot  account  for  it,  but  this   kingdom 
cc   abounds   more  with   human   deformity,  than 
"  any  part  of  the  world  I  have  ever  lccn  •,  and 
"  I  now  muft  remind    you  to   be  particularly 
"  careful  how  you  walk  in  the  ftreets  of  Paris, 
"  the  n'arrownefs  of  which,  the  great  number  of 
"  coaches,  carts,   cabriolets,  and  various  kinds 
"  of  voitures,  together   with   the   multitude  of 
"  people  crouding  through  every  ftreet,  render 
"  walking   in  Paris  very   dangerous  :  fcarce  a 
"  day  paffes  that  terrible  accidents  do  not  hap- 
"  pen  from  the  brutality  of  coachmen,  carmen, 
"  and  the  like  :  and  though  I  have  been  parti- 
"  cularly  cautious  and  cartful,  I  have  had  lome 
"  narrow  efcapes. — 

"  Paris  is  not  informed  of  accidents,  robber- 
;'  ries,  murders,  and  the  like,  by  daily  papers, 
"  as  we  are  in  London  :  and,  perhaps,  this  is 
"  one  reafon  why  people  are  lefs  upon  their 
"  guard.  Befide  the  accidents  that  happen  in 
"  broad  day-light,  there  are  a  great  many  mur- 
"  ders  committed  at  Paris  in  the  night. 

"  There  is  a  place  in  Paris  where  the  bodies  of 
;£  murdered  perfons,  or  fuch  who   have  been 


"  thrown  out  of  the  windows,  are  expofed,  in 
"  order  to  be  owned  ;  and  this  place  is  fel- 
"  dom  without  the  body  of  feme  murdered  or 
C1  drowned  perfon  :  thefe  murders,  however, 
"  I  prefume,  are  not  committed  in  cool  blood, 
"  but  rather  rencounters  that  happen  at  houfes 
"  of  ill  fame. 

"  The  common  people  in  England  decide 
"  their  quarrels  generally  at  handy-cuffs  ;  but 
"  in  France  every  barber  wears  a  fword,  and  al- 
"  moil  every  man  knows  how  to  ufe  one  ;  and. 
"  this,  in  fome  meafurc,  accounts  for  the  fre- 
"  quency  of  murders  in  Paris. 

"  A  ftranger,  whole  attention  in  the  ftreets  is 
"  moft  likely  to  be  employed  in  looking  about 
"  h'm,  ought  not  to  walk  in  Paris  till  that  cu- 
"  riofky  is  abated,  for  it  certainly  is  not  fafe 
"  even  to  the  citizens  themfelves. 

"  To  an  Englifhman  it  teems  very  ftrange  to 
"  go  into  an  inn  and  make  a  bargain  for  his 
"  bed,  his  flipper,  'his  horks  and  fervants,  be- 
"  fore  he  cats  or  flejpo  ;  yet  this  is  common  in 
"  Frai  ce,  and  for  a  ftrangtr  even  necefTary  :  for 
"  though  }0U  will  meet  with  no  kind  of  civil 
"  reception  at  the  inns  upon  the  road,  in  France, 
"  as  with  us,  at  your  entrance,  you  will  meet 
"  with  an  exorbitant  bill  (without  this  precau- 
"  tion)  at  our  departure.  Therefore  when  you 
"  ccme  into  an  inn,  where  you  intend  to  itay 
"  all  night,  or  to  dine,  afk  the  price  of  your 
"  room  and  bed,  and  order  a  fupper  or  dinner 
"  at  thirty,  forty,  fifty,  or  fixty  fols  per  head  ; 
"  ycu  will  then  be  well  ferved  with,  perhaps, 
"  many  difhes,  any  one  of  which,  had  you  or- 
"  deied  in  particular,  would  have  been  charged 
"  treble. 

"  There  are  certainly  many  difagreeable  cir- 
"  cumftances  arife  in  travelling  in  France,  that 
"  do  not  fo  frequently  attend  travelling  in  Eng- 
"  land  ;  but  then  it  is  in  England  alone  that 
"  thefe  inconveniencies  do  not  arife  :  however, 
"  a  man  that  can  have  good  bread,  good  wine, 
"  and  an  hard  egg,  with  clean  fheets,  and  fhel- 
"  ter  over  his  head,  has  a  great  many  comforts 
"  that  many  of  his  betters  are  without.  Cer- 
"  tainly  the  Caftle  of  Marlborough  is  not  to  be 
"  found  in  every  town  in  France. 

"  A  man  with  a  fmall  purfe,  a  bad  conftitu- 
"  tion,  and  of  a  peevifh  temper,  cannot  travel 
"  from  one  fide  of  this  kingdom  to  the  other, 
"  without  meeting  with  a  great  variety  of  cir- 
"  cumftances  that  will  ruffle  his  mind  ;  and  fo 
"  he  would  if  he  fat  at  home  in  his  own  chimney 
"  corner.  It  is  not,  however,  what  we  meet  with 
"  at  fea-port  towns,  at  auberges  on  the  road,  or 
"  the  company  that  in  general  frequent  fuch 
"  towns  and  fuch  houfes,  that  arc  to  charac- 
"  terize  a  nation. 

*'  I  have  feen  a  failor  put  a  quid  of  tobacco 
"  out  of  his  mouth  to  fun  it  for  a  fecond  regale, 
"  and  another  ftcal  it,  and  put  it  reeking  hot 
"  into  his  own ;  and  a  man  that  keeps  fuch 
"  company,  without  ever  feeing  better,  might 
"  with  truth  fay,  that  Englifhmen  are  the 
"  fouleft  feeders  in  the  univerie. 

"  At  elegant  tables  in  France,  to  every  cover 
"  is  let  a  large  deep  glafs,  three  parts  full  of 
"  water,  wherein  the  bowl   of  ycur  wine  glafs  is 

"   in- 
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'  inverted,  to  keep  it  cool  and  clean  •,  for  as 
'  often  as  you  drink,  it  is  again  immerfed  in  the 
'  water-glafs  :  and  fhould  you  either  dip  your 
'  fingers  after  dinner,  or  wafh  your  mouth  in 
'  this  (though  your  own  water-glafs)  it  would 
;'  be  deemed  the  height  of  ill-breeding.  The 
iC  eafy  addrefs  of  people  of  f alb  ion  in  France,  is 
L'  very  captivating. 

"  Noihing  is  fo  difagreeable  as  a  low-bred 
"  Frenchman  ;  no  man  is  more  agreeable  than 
"  a  well-bred  Frenchman  :  a  low-bred  Eng- 
"  lifbman  (hocks  you  with  his  vulgarity  •,  a 
"  low-bred  Frenchman  fickens  you  with  his 
"  impertinence.'' — 

"  I  left  Paris  (continues  Mr.  Stevens)  on  the 
"  twenty  fourth  of  April  1739,  and  having 
"  paffed  through  feveral  towns  and  villages, 
"  which  had  the  appearance  of  great  poverty, 
"  met  with  nothing  remarkable  till  I  came  to 
"  Fontainbleau,  a  lmall  town  about  forty  miles 
"  from  Paris. 

"  The  palace  is  in  a  fituation  inexpreffibly 
"  romantic,  in  the  midft  of  a  vaft  and  wild  fo- 
"  reft,  great  part  of  which  is  rocky  and  moun- 
"  tainous  :  the  palace  contains  what  is  called 
"  the  old  caftle,  which,  together  with  the  new 
"  palace,  forms  an  extraordinary  but  very  irre- 
"  gular  groupe  of  buildings. 

"  The  front  of  the  great  gate  of  the  draw- 
"  bridge  is  fupported  by  large  marble  pillars, 
"  and  embelliihed  with  fomefine  ftatues:  round 
"  the  court  are  feveral  turrets  and  galleries  : 
"  from  thence  you  attend  to  the  court  of  foun- 
"  tains,  which  is  adorned  with  a  great  number 
"  of  marble  and  brafs  ftatues,  and  a  fine  bafon, 
"  with  beautiful  images  fpouting  water. 

"  Several  other  large  buildings  adjoin  to 
"  this  •,  but  the  whole,  as  hath  been  already 
"  obferved,  is  irregular  and  confufed.  The 
"  apartments  are  grand  and  magnificent,  and 
"  the  furniture  rich  :  the  gallery  of  the  ftags  is 
"  noble,  and  runs  quite  along  the  orangery  •, 
"  the  paintings  are  beautiful,  and  reprefent  all 
"  the  royal  palaces,  and  fome  other  fine  feats 
"  in  France. 

"  In  another  gallery  Henry  IV.  is  drawn  with 
"  his  nobles,  all  in  hunting-dreffes  •,  the  por- 
"  -traits  of  feveral  kings,  queens,  and  princes  of 
"  the  blood  royal,  are  in  another  apartment. 
"  In  the  gallery  of  Ulyfles,  the  hiftory  of 
"  that  hero  is  beautifully  painted  ;  it  is  like- 
"  wife  adorned  with  feveral  of  the  fabulous  fto- 
*'  ries  in  Ovid's  Metamorphoiis  ;  and  in  ano- 
"  ther  apartment  are  painted  the  battles  of 
"  Henry  IV. 

"  The  queen's  gallery  is  very  fine,  and  has 
"  feveral  pictures  reprelenting  the  victories  of 
"  the  French  monarchs ;  and  in  raoft  of  her 
"  rhajefly's  apartments,  the  cielings  are  finely 
"  painted  and  gilt. 

"  The  gardens  feem  well  laid  out,  and  are 
"  adorned  with  a  number  of  ftatues  and  water- 
"  works  -,  the  orangery  in  particular  is  very 
"  beautiful  :  in  the  middle  is  a  large  bafon 
"  with  brafs  ftatues  -,  a  beautiful  figure  of 
"  Diana  holds  a  Hag  by  his  horns,  and  is  flir- 
"  rounded  by  four  hounds. 

"  From   die   pine-garden    you  have  a  moft 


"  delightful  profpect  of  the  palace  ;  and  in 
"  the  middle  is  the  reprefentation  of  a  liquid 
"  rock,  from  which  iffues  a  prodigious  quantity 
"  of  water ;  and  the  grottos,  parterres,  and 
"    cafcades  feem  to  be  numberlels. 

"  On  our  leaving  Fontainbleau,  the  next 
"  place  of  coniequence  at  which  we  arrived 
"  was  Challons,  a  large  tosvn  in  Burgundy, 
"  plealantly  fituated  on  the  river  Soane,  en- 
"  compafled  with  a  wall.  It  has  a  ftrong 
"  caftle,  and  a  large  ancient  cathedral. 

"  From  thence  we  proceeded  to  Lyons  \n  a 
"  a  coche-d'eu,  a  large  boat  not  unlike  one 
"  of  our  company's  barges  :  it  has  windows 
"  on  each  fide,  and  within  is  very  convenient. 
"  It  is  towed  along  by  horfes,  which,  when 
"  the  banks  are  good,  go  on  a  full  trot.  The 
"  pafiage  is  extreamly  pleaiant,  and  you  are 
"  all  the  way  entertained  with  the  moft  charm- 
"  ing  profpects. 

"  At  fome  diftance  on  the  right-hand,  are 
"  lofty  mountains,  the  fides  of  which  are  co- 
"  vered  with  vineyards  -,  and  on  the  left  you 
"  furvey  fertile  plains  of  a  great  extent  ;  thus 
"  thefe  agreeable  fcenes,  fomewhat  diverfified, 
"  continue  till  you  arrive  at  Lyons. 

"  When  you  enter  this  city  by  water,  you 
"  perceive  two  large  rocks  on  each  fide  of 
"  you,  with  the  ruins  of  fome  ancient  caftles 
"  on  their  fummits,  that  have  a  romantic  ap- 
"  pearance. 

"  Lyons  is  a  place  of  great  antiquity,  the 
"  capital  of  Lyonois,  and  the  fecond  city  of 
''•  France.  It  is  fituated  on  the  Rhone  and 
"  the  Soane,  which  at  the  end  of  the  town 
"  unite  and  form  one  river. 

"  No  inland  town  can  be  better  fituated  for 
"  commerce,  from  its  having  two  fuch  fine 
"  navigable  rivers,  and  its  being  nearly  the 
"  center  of  Europe. 

"  From'the  top  of  the  church  of  Notre  Dame 
"  you  have  a  profpect:  of  the  whole  city  and 
"  the  adjacent  country,  and  I  could  plainly  dif- 
"  cern  the  Alps,  though  more  than  fixty  miles 
"  diftant:  their  tops  appearing  like  large  white 
"  clouds,  cccafioned  by  their  being  covered 
"  with  fnow,  though  it  was  now  May,  and  the 
"  weather  exceftive  hot. 

"  There  is  here  a  very  ftrong  ancient  caftle, 
"  cut  out  of  a  large  rock,  that  makes  an  an- 
"  tique  appearance,  and  is  tiled  for  a  ftate 
"  prifon. 

"  There  is  alfo  a  fine  ftone  bridge  of  twen- 
"  ty  arches  acrofs  the  P,hone,  and  three 
"  bridges  over  the  Soane-,  it  ds  obfervable 
"  of  thefe  rivers,  that  the  water  of  one  is 
"  perfectly  green,  and  the  other  as  tranfparent 
';  as  cryftal. 

"  The  abbey  of  Notre  Dame  d'Affinai  is 
"  much  admired  for  its  antiquity,  fome  ima- 
"  gine  it  to  be  the  Athsneum,  the  celebrated 
"  college  built  by  the  emperor  Caligula  ;  and 
"  near  it  are  the  remains  of  an  ancient  temple, 
"  built  in  honour  of  the  emperor  Auguftus. 

"  Among  the  modern  ftru&ures,  the  cathe- 
"  dral  of  St.  John  is  remarkable  for  a  moft 
"  curious  clock  that  fhews  the  courfe  of  the 
"  ftars,    according   to  Ptolemy's    fyftem,    the 

"  nights, 
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"  motion  of  the  fun  and  moon,  their  rifing  and 
"  fetting,  as  alio  the  length  of  the  days  and 
"  nights,  with  the  ine'reafe  and  decreale  of  the 


o 
moon. 


"  It  has  a  moll  remarkable  dial  wound  up 
"  but  once  in  leventy  years,  on  which  there  is  a 
"  perpetual  almanack  :  on  the  top  of  the  clock 
"  is  a  brazen  cock,  which  crows  and  claps  his 
"  wings  twice  every  hour  ■,  fomewhat  lower  is 
"  the  image  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  in  a  fitting  pof- 
"  ture  :  when  the  clock  ftrikes  a  little  door  o- 
"  pens,  and  an  angel  coming  out,  goes  to  the 
"  Virgin,  and  immediately  the  Holy  Ghoft  de- 
"  fcends  in  the  form  of  a  dove ;  but  foon  afcends 
"  again,  and  the  angel  returns.  The  clock  is 
"  very  ancient,  but  efteemed  a  curious  piece  of 
"  workmanfhip. 

"  The  church  is  large,  and  remarkable  for  its 
"  decent  plainnefs  within;  there  being  no  fta- 
"   tues,  images,  or  even  pictures  allowed  of. 

"  The  fquare  of  Lewis  the  great  is  very  beau- 
"  tiful  •,  two  fides  of  it  are  magnificently  built. 
"  At  a  fmall  diilance  from  one  fide  pafles  the 
"  Rhone,  and  on  the  oppofite  fide  the  Soane : 
"  there  are  fome  fine  walks,  with  rows  of  trees 
"  on  each  fide,  much  frequented  in  the  even- 
"  ing  by  great  numbers  of  people  •,  from 
"  whence,  as  it  is  fituated  in  the  loweft  part  of 
"  the  city,  there  is  a  moft  beautiful  profpedt  of 
"  houfes,  gardens,  churches  and  convents,  ri- 
"  fing  in  a  due  gradation  above  each  other. 

"  In  the  middle  (lands  an  equeftrain  ftatue  of 
"  Lewis  XIV.  and  two  other  fine  marble  fi- 
"  gures,  reprefenting  the  above  rivers. 

"  Near  this  place  is  the  grand  hofpital  La 
"  Charite,  which  is  a  prodigious  pile  of  build- 
"  ing  ;  this,  with  the  Hotel  Dieu,  and  the 
"  town-houfe,  are  well  worth  feeing. 

Dr.  Smollet    writes  thus  from  Lyons 

"  The  country,  from  the  foreft  of  Fontain- 
"  bleau  to  the  Lyonnois,  through  which  we 
"  palled,  is  rather  agreeable  than  fertile,  being 
"  part  of  Champagne  and  the  dutchy  of  Bur- 
"  gundy,  watered  by  three  pleafant-paftoral  ri- 
"  vers,  the  Seine,  the  Yonne,  and  the  Soane. 
"  The  flat  country  is  laid  out  chiefly  for  corn  ; 
"  but  produces  more  rye  than  wheat. 

"  Almoft  all  the  ground  feems  to  be  plough- 
"  ed  up,  fa  that  there  is  little  or  nothing  lying 
"  fallow.  There  are  very  few  inclofures,  fcarce 
"  any  meadow-ground  •,  and  fo  far  as  I  could 
"  obferve,  a  great  fcarcity  of  cattle.  We  fome- 
f*  times  found  it  very  difficult  to  procure  half 
*'  a  pint  of  milk  for  our  tea. 

"  In  Burgundy  I  faw  a  peafant  ploughing 
"  the  ground  with  a  jack-afs,  a  lean  cow,  and 
"  a  he-goat,  yoked  together. 

"  It  is  generally  obferved,  that  a  great  num- 
"  ber  of  black  cattle  are  bred  and  fed  on  the 
"  mountains  of  Burgundy,  which  are  the 
"  higheft  lands  in  France  ;  but  I  faw  very 
"  few. 

"  The  peafants  in  France  are  fo  wretchedly 
M  poor,  and  fo  much  oppreffed  by  their  land- 
"  lords,  that  they  cannot  afford  to  inclofe  their 
**  grounds,  to  give  a  proper  refpite  to  their 
"  lands,  or  to  ltock  their  farms  with  a  luffici- 
"  ent  number  of  black  cattle  to  produce  the 
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"  necefiary  manure,  without  which  agriculture 
"  can  never  be  carried  to  any  degree  of  per- 
"  feclion. 

"  Indeed,  whatever  efforts  a  few  individuals 
"  may  make,  for  the  benefit  of  their  own  ef- 
"  rates,  hufbandry  in  France  will  never  be  ge- 
"  nerally  improved,  umill  the  farmer  is  free 
*'  and  independent. 

"  From  the  frequency  of  towns  and  villages, 
"  I  fhould  imagine  this  country  is  very  popu- 
"  lous  -,  yet  it  muft  be  owned,  that  the  towns 
"  are  in  general  thinly  inhabited.  I  faw  a  good 
"  number  of  country-feats  and  plantations  near 
"  the  banks  of  the  river,  on  each  fide;  and  a 
"  great  many  convents,  fweetly  fituated,  on  ri- 
"  fing  grounds,  where  the  air  is  moft  pure,  and 
"  the  profpedl  moft  agreeable. 

"  It  is  furprifing  to  fee  how  happy  the  found - 
"  ders  of  thofe  religious  houfes  have  been  in 
"  their  choice  of  fituations,  all  the  world  over. 
"  In  palling  through  this  country  I  was  very 
'  much  ftruck  with  the  fight  of  large  ripe 
'•  clufters  of  grapes  entwined  with  the  briars 
"  and  thorns  of  common  hedges  on  the  way- 
"  fide.  1  he  mountains  of  Burgundy  are  co- 
"  vered  with  vines  from  the  bottom  to  the  top^ 
"  and  feem  to  be  faifed  by  nature  on  purpofe 
"  to  extend  the  furface,  and  to  expofe  it  the 
"  more  advantageoufly  to  the  rays  of  the  fun. 
"  The  vandange  was  but  juft  begun,  and  the 
"  people  were  employed  in  gathering  the 
"  grapes  ;  but  I  faw  no  figns  of  feftivity  among 
"  them.  Perhaps  their  joy  was  a  little  damped 
"  by  the  bad  prolpecl  of  their  harveft  ;  for  they 
"  complained  that  the  weather  had  been  fo  un- 
"  favourable  as  to  hinder  the  grapes  from  ripen- 

"  I  thought,  indeed,  there  was  fomething 
"  uncomfortable  in  feeing  the  vintage  thus  re- 
"  taived  till  the  beginning  of  winter  :  for,  in 
"  fome  parts,  I  found  the  weather  extremely 
"  cold,  particularly  at  a  place  called  Maifon- 
"  neuve,  where  we  lay  •,  there  was  a  hard  froft, 
"  and  in  the  morning  the  pools  were  covered 
"  with  a  thick  cruft  of  ice. 

"  The  highways  feem  to  be  perfectly  fofe. 
"  We  did  not  find  that  any  robberies  were  ever 
"  committed,  although  we  did  not  fee  one  of 
"  the  marechaufie  from  Paris  to  Lyons. 

"  You  know  the  marechaufie  are  a  body  of 
"  troopers  well  mounted,  maintained  in  France 
"  as  fafe-guards  to  the  public  roads.  It  is  a 
"  reproach  upon  England,  that  fome  fuch  pa- 
"  trol  is  not  appointed  for  the  protection  of 
"  travellers." — 

"  Lyons  is  a  great,  populous,  and  flourifh- 
"  ing  city  -,  but  I  am  furprized  to  find  it  is 
"  counted  a  healthy  place,  and  that  the  air  of 
"  "it  is  efteemed  favourable  to  pulmonic  difor- 
"  ders.  It  is  fituated  on  the  confluence  of  two 
"  large  rivers,  from  whence  there  muft  be  a 
"  great  evaporation,  as  well  as  from  the  low, 
"  marfhy  grounds  which  thefe  rivers  often  over- 
"  flow.  This  muft  render  the  air  moift,  frouzy, 
"  and  even  putrid,  if  it  was  not  well  ventilated 
"by  winds  trom  the  mountains  of  Swifierland  ; 
"  and  in  the  latter  end  of  autumn,  it  muft  be 
"   lubject  to  fogs.:' — 
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"  On  my  leaving  Lyons,  I  proceeded  by  wa- 
"  ter  to  Vienne,  the  capital  of  Dauphiny,  which 
"  is  fituated  on  the  Rhone,  at  the  bottom  of 
"  very  high  mountains.  Here  are  to  be  feen  the 
"  ruins  of  an  amphitheatre,  feveral  palaces,  and 
"  two  famous  caftles,  built  on  the  fummit  of 
"  one  of  thefe  mountains.  Here  is  alio  a  fine 
"  cathedral  dedicated  to  St.  Maurice. 

"  My  ne- 1  ftage  was  to  Valence,  an  epifcopal 
"  city  on  the  banks  of  the  Rhone.  It  is  neat 
"  and  well-built,  and  has  feveral  good  convents. 
"  From  thence  we  proceeded  to  St.  Eiprit, 
"  which  is  remarkable  for  its  ftone  bridge  of 
"  twenty-fix  arches  over  the  Rhone,  efteemed 
"  the  fineft  in  all  France  :  but  the  paiTage  un- 
"  der  it  is  thought  very  hazardous,  on  account 
"  of  the  rapidity  of  the  ftream.  There  is  here 
"  a  beautiful  and  ftrong  citadel,  built  on  a  rock 
"  by  the  river  fide. 

"On  the  iTteenth  of  May  I  arrived  at  Avignon, 
"  a  citv  in  Provence  fubjecSt  to  the  pope,  as  is 
"  the  whole  diftric't  belonging  to  it.  His  legate 
"  refides  here,  and  has  a  very  fine  palace,  in 
'•'  which  he  keeps  his  court,  and  is  attended 
"  like  a  fovereign  prince  by  his  guards. 

"  This  palace  is  fituated  on  a  large  rock,  and 
"  has  a  noble  and  extenfive  profped  of  the 
"  beautilu!  meandrings  of  the  Rhone,  with  the 
"  fine  country 'all  around.  I  vifited  the  apart- 
"  ments,  which  are  hung  with  crimfon  vel- 
"  vet,  bordered  with  gold  lace.  The  city  has 
"  feven  gates,  and  is  encompafled  with  a  very 
"  ftrong  wall. 

"  The  churches  and  convents  are  exceeding 
"  grand,  and  appeared  more  magnificent  than 
"  any  I  had  yet  feen.  In  the  church  of  Notre 
"  Dame  are  the  tombs  of  two  popes,  who  refid- 
"  ed  here  during  the  fchifm  in  the  church,  while 
"  their  antagonifts  continued  at  Rome. 

"  From  this  city  I  let  out  for  Aix,  the  road 
"  to  which  lies  through  a  moft  beautiful  conn- 
"  try.  You  pafs  over  feveral  downs  covered 
"  with  lavender,  thyme,  roferrary,  and  other 
"  aromatic  herbs  ;  and  through  vallies  inter- 
"  mixed  with  vineyards  and  groves  of  olive  and 
"  almond-trees. 

"  Aix,  the  capital  of  Provence,  was  found- 
"  ed  by  Caius  Sextus  a  Roman  conful :  the  air 
"  is  tfteemed  the  beft  in  France,  and  being  fi- 
"  tuated  in  a  beautiful  plain,  that  on  one  fide 
"  abounds  with  vineyards,  orange,  olive,  fig, 
"  and  almond-trees,  and  en  the  other  is  termi- 
"  nated  at  a  fmall  diftance  by  very  high  moun- 
*.'  tains  ;  thefe  advantages  induce  abundance  of 
"  foreigners  to  dwell  there,.  ;md  it  is  feldom 
"  without  fome  Englifih  families. 

"  The  town  is  well  built,  and  the  ftreets  are 
"  large  and  well  laid  out  •,  the  public  walk  is 
"  very  beautiful,  and  has  fome  refemblance  to 
"  the  Mall  in  St.  James's  Park.  There  are 
"  four  fine  fountains  continually  playing,  at 
"  proper  diftances. 

"  The  trees  on  each  fide  form  a  moft  agree- 
"  able  fiu-lter  from  the  heat  of  the  fun ;  and  be- 
"  hind  them  are  two  rows  of  well-built  houfes,fo 
"  that  is  it  the  moft  pleafant  ftreet  I  ever  faw  ; 
"  whence  in  the  fummer  evenings  it  is  full  of 
"  good  company,  who  are  very  civil  and  po- 
"  lite. 


"  The  metropolitan  church,  dedicated  to  St. 
Saviour,  is  an  ancient  fine  building  :  in  a  lit- 
tle cell  in  this  church,  they  tell  you,  Mary 
Magdalene  died,  after  having  lived  there  fe- 
veral years.  A  fmall  glimmering  light  is 
kept  continually  burning  init,andyou  are  per- 
mitted to  look  through  an  iron  grate  •,  but  no 
ftranger  has  the  liberty  of  going  in  :  the  place 
has  a  folemn  melancholy  appearance.  They 
likewife  pretend  that  flie  was  buried  at  St. 
Beaume,  a  few  leagues  from  hence. 
"  The  road  from  Aix  to  Marfeilles  is  as 
charming;  as  can  be  imagined  :  at  a  fmall  dil- 
tance  before  you  arrive  at  this  laft  city,  you 
fee  fome  hundreds  of  gentlemen's  feats,  dif- 
perfed  for  two  or  three  miles  round  the 
city. 

"  Marfeilles  is  a  fine  large  city,  fituated  on  the 
Mediterranean  fea  ;  and  at  the  entrance  of 
the  port,  arc  two  ftrong  forts  oppofite  to  each 
other,  fo  that  no  fhip  can  come  into  the  har- 
bour without  their  permifiicn. 
"  This  city  is  laid  to  have  been  built  fevert 
hundred  years  before  the  birth  of  Chrift,  and 
frorp  its  advantageous  fituation,  it  enjoys  a 
prodigious  trade,  and  is  exueamly  populous. 
"  The  haven  for  the  reception  of  Ihips  is  very 
fine  and  fafe,  and  here  arc  kept  the  gallics  fill- 
ed wi'ch  (laves. 

"  The  town  is  fituated  at  the  boctom  of  a 
hill,  and  is  the  moft  regularly  built  of  any 
town  I  have  feen  in  France ;  but  the  ftreets 
are  kept  very  dirty,  which  renders  the  place 
executively  offenfivej  efpecially  in  the  fummer 
feafon. 

"  It  has  a  good  quay,  on  the  fide  of  which 
are  handfome  houfes,  and  before  them  a  fine 
pavement,  which  forms  an  agreeable  walk 
for  the  inhabitants  in  the  cool  of  the  evening, 
during  the  fummer  feafon,  when  the  heat  is 
intolerable. 

"  Near  the  quay  is  a  row  of  fmall  fhops  or 
huts,  kept  by  flaves, who  fell  old  cloaths,  toys, 
knives,  &c.  I  have  frequently  ken  feven  or 
eight  of  them  chained  together,  and  working 
in  the  public  ftreets  like  horfes  ;  the  fight  or 
thefe  wretches,  wich  the  rattling  of  their 
chains,  feem  very  odd  to  Englifhmen,  unac- 
cuftomed  to  behold  fuch  miierable  objects. 
"  The  church  of  Notre  Dame  is  neat  ;  it 
was  formerly,  according  to  fome,  the  temple 
of  Pallas,  or  according  to  others  of  Diana.  It 
lias  a  fine  filver  ftatue  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  a- 
bove  five  feet  high,  wearing  on  her  head  a 
rich  crown.  The  church  of  St.  Savicur 
was  anciently  a  temple  of  Apollo,  and  is 
worthy  of  cblervatbn  ;  as  is  alio  the  ab- 
bey of  St.  Victor,  at  the  foot  of  the  ci- 
tadel. 

"  From  this  city  I  fet  out  in  a  felucca  for  Italy, 
and  as  I  am  now  taking  leave  ol  France,  it 
will  be  proper  to  give  fome  account  of  the 
manners  of  the  people.  The  French  then 
appear  to  be  the  moft  lively,  and  the  gayeft 
people  upon  earth,  which  is  in  a  great  meafure 
owing  to  the  purity  of  the  air,  and  the  happy 
fituation  of  the  country. 
"  On  a  firft  acquaintance  with  them  they  are 

"  lo- 
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loquacious,  free    and   open.     Their  nobility 
are  the   p  in   Europe-,  but  their  civility 

is  attended  with  very  little  real  iincerity  ;  they 
are  fond  of  fhew,  and  delight  in  making  a 
figure  for  .1  lew  mo/iths  at  thecapital ;  though, 
for  the  relt  of  the  year,  they  are  obliged  to 
live  but  meanly  at  their  country  feats.  The 
women  are  very  free  in  their  behaviour,  and 
have  a  graceful  eaty  air  peculiar  to  themfelves ; 
they  are  exrremely  talkative,  and  of  an  infi- 
nuating  difpofition  :  they  feem  naturally  co- 
quets, and  given  to  intrigue  ;  but  rob  them- 
felves of  all  their  native  charms  by  paint,  and 
fmearing  their  cheeks  with  red. 
"  The  common  people  are  the  pooreft,   and 


at  the  fame  time,  the  merrieft  in  the  world. 
They  feem  very  devout  in  their  churches,  ex- 
cept on  feaft-days,  when  they  are  generally 
too  much  taken  up  in  admiring  the  mufic 
and  ornaments  of  the  church. 
"  France  abounds  in  mineral  fprings,  and 
quarries  of  excellent  marble,  and  has  mines  of 
iron,  copper,  and  lead.  The1  vineyards  of 
this  country 'produce  excellent  wine  ;  and 
the  olive-tree  thriving  to  perfection  in  the 
fouth  of  France,  particularly  in  Provence,  the 
oil  is  by  fome  preferred  to  that  of  Spain  and 
Italy;  and  the  managementof  the  filk-worm 
makes  a  principal  part  of  the  employment  of 
many  thoufands  of  the  inhabitants." 
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f  E  ^HE  Kingdom  of  Scotland  comprehends 
all  the  northern  part  of  this  ifland  be- 
JL  yond  the  counties  of  Cumberland  and 
Northumberland,  together  with  near  three  hun- 
dred iflands,  fome  of  which  are  very  confider- 
able. 

This  country  is  bounded  by  the  ocean  on  all 
fides  except  the  fouth,  where  it  is  feperated  from 
England,  beginning  at  the  eaft,  by  the  river 
Tweed,  Cheviot-hills,  the  river  Erfk,  and  Sol- 
way  Frith. 

Near  Carlifle  it  is  generally  reckoned  to  ex- 
tend 300  miles  in  length,  from  Aldermouth  head 
near  the  ifle  of  Mull,  to  Buchanefs,  and  one 
hundred  and  fifty  in  breadth,  where  broadeft.  _ 

The  coaft  is  much  indented,  and  the  land  in 
feveral  places  nearly  cut  through  by  bays, 
gulphs,  and  rivers,  the  firft  of  which  form  excel- 
lent harbours ;  and  the  latter  abound  with  freih- 
water  filh. 

Scotland,  exclufive  of  its  iflands,  lies  between 
the  fifty-fourth  degree  forty  minutes,  and  the 
fifty-eighth  degree  thirty  minutes  north  latitude, 
and  between  the  firft  degree  thirty  minutes,  and 
the  fixth  degree  welt  longitude. 

The  longeft  day  is  upwards  of  eighteen  hours, 
and  the  fhorteft  five  hours  forty-five  minutes  : 
but  the  brightnefs  of  the  northern  lights    in  a 


great  meafure  remedy  the  inconvenience  of  the 
lhort  days  of  winter. 

The  air  is  very  temperate,  and  not  half  fo  cold 
as  might  be  imagined  from  its  being  feated  fo 
far  to  the  north.  This,  as  in  England,  is  owing 
to  the  warm  vapours  and  moderate  breezes  that 
continually  come  from  the  iea ;  which  alio  ferve 
to  purify  the  air,  and  keep  the  inhabitants  from 
any  remarkable  epidemic  difeafes. 

A  Great  part  of  the  country,  particularly  to- 
ward the  north  and  weft,  is  mountainous,  and 
covered  with  heath  ;  this  is  called  the  High- 
lands, but  thefe  in  feveral  places  yield  good 
pafture  :  between  the  higher  grounds  are  many 
rich  valleys,  which  produce  corn  and  cattle. 

The  fouth  parts  of  Scotland  are  far  preferable 
to  the  north  parts  of  England,  and  there  are 
every  where  all  things  neceffary  for  human  life  ; 
and  not  only  fuffkient  for  the  inhabitants,  but 
alio  to  export. 

They  do  not  want  wheat,  but  the  grain  moft- 
ly  cultivated  is  oats,  as  it  will  grow  in  the 
mountainous  parts.  The  productions  in  Scot- 
land are  in  general  much  the  fame  as  in  Eng- 
land. 

In  the  Lowlands  there  is  little  timber,  but  in 
the  more  northern  parts  there  are  forefts  of  fir- 
trees,  that  might  afford   malls  for  the  largeft 
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men  of  war ;  but  it  is  difficult  to  bring  them  to 
the  lea-fide.  There  are  alfo  many  large  woods 
of  oaks,  afh,  and  elms,  fit  for  building,  and  a- 
bundance  cf  fruit  trees  in  their  gardens  and  or- 
chards. The  foil  likewife  in  many  places  pro- 
duces great  plenty  of  hemp  and  flax. 

Befide  the  frefli-water  fiih  found  in  the  lakes, 
and  rivers,  feveral  of  the  iflands  are  frequented 
by  whales;  and  cod,  ling,  haddock,  fturgeon, 
turbot,  mackrel,  fcate,  fea-urchins,  cat-fifh, 
&c.  are  caught  in  great  plenty  on  all  their 
coafts. 

Lobfters,  crabs,  and  oy Iters,  are  found  in 
vaft  quantities  on  the  Weftern  Iflands-,  and 
cockles,  muflfels,  limpets,  wilks,  fcallops,  and 
fpouts,  are  caft  by  the  tide  in  fuch  numbers 
on  the  ifles,  that  the  people  cannot  confume 
them. 

In  this  country  fprings  of  clear  and  whole- 
fome  water  are  every  where  in  plenty,  not  only 
on  the  fides,  but  on  the  tops  of  many  of  the 
mountains.  Thefe  in  their  defcent  fwell  into 
pkafant  rills,  and  augmenting  their  ftreams 
become  rivers. 

Many  or  thefe  meeting  with  hollow  places 
in  their  paffages,  expand  themfelves  into  lakes, 
till  finding  a  proper  channel  they  relume  their 
form  of  rivers,  and,  as  the  nature  of  the  foil 
directs,  fometimes  expand  themfelves  again  and 
again,  or  continue  their  progrefs  in  the  fame 
form  to  the  fea. 

The  moft  remarkable  lochs,  or  lakes  in  Scot- 
land are  Lochtay,  Lochnefs,  and  Lochlevin, 
which  fend  forth  the  rivers  of  the  fame  name 
with  themfelves  -,  Lochlomond,  which  fends 
forth  from  the  river  Lomond  ;  and  Lochiern, 
from  which  flows  the  river  Iern. 

There  is  a  lake  in  Straitherrach,  which 
never  freezes,  however  fevere  the  froft,  till 
February,  and  then  in  one  night  it  freezes  all 
over,  and  if  it  continues  two  nights,  the  ice  grows 
very  thick. 

Another  lake  at  a  place  called  Glencanich, 
is  feated  on  a  high  ground  between  the  tops  of 
two  mountains,  and  it  is  remarkable  that  the 
middle  of  this  lake  is  always  frozen  through- 
out the  fummer,  notwithstanding  the  ftrong 
reflection  of  the  fun-beams  from  the  moun- 
tains, which  melt  the  ice  at  the  fides  of  the  lake. 
Round  the  lake  the  ground  has  a  conftant  ver- 
dure, as  if  it  enjoyed  a  perpetual  fpring  ;  and 
by  feeding  on  that  grafs,  cattle  grow  fooner 
fat  than  any  where  elfe. 

In  Linlithgowfhire  is  a  lake  called  Lochoat, 
from  whence  a  ltream  runs  under  a  neighbour- 
ing mountain,  and  after  it  has  purfued  its 
courfe  about  two  hundred  paces,  iffues  with 
great  force  from  a  fpring  about  three  feet 
broad,  when  it  forms  a  ftream  that  turns  a 
mill. 

The  capital  rivers,  particularly  the  Forth, 
Clyde,  Tay,  and  Nefs,  &c.  divide  the  country 
into  peninfulas  •,  thefe  running  fo  far  within  land 
as  to  be  intercepted  only  by  a  fmall  ifthmus,  or 
neck  of  land. 

The  kingdom  of  Scotland,  notwithftanding 
the  union  of  the  crowns  on  the  acceffion  of 


their  king  James  VI.  to  that  of  England,  con- 
tinued an  entirely  feparate  and  diftinct  king- 
dom for  above  a  century,  though  an  union 
had  been  long  projected  ;  this  was  judged  to 
be  the  more  ealy  to  be  done,  as  both  king- 
doms were  antiently  under  the  fame  govern- 
ment, and  {till  retained  a  very  great  refem- 
blance,  though  far  from  an  identity,  in  their 
laws. 

By  an  act  of  parliament  i  Jac.  I.  c.  i.  it  is  de* 
clared,  that  thefe  two  mighty,  famous,  and  an- 
tient  kingdoms  were  formerly  one.  And  Sir 
Edward  Coke  obferves,  how  marvellous  a  con- 
formity there  was,  not  only  in  the  religion  and 
language  of  the  two  nations,  but  alfo  in  their 
antient  laws,  the  defcent  of  the  crown,  their  par- 
liaments, their  titles  of  nobility,  their  officers  of 
ftate  and  of  juftice,  their  writs,  their  cuftoms, 
and  even  the  language  of  their  laws. 

Upon  which  account  he  fuppofes  the  common 
law  of  each  to  have  been  originally  the  fame, 
efpecialiy  as  their  moft  antient  and  authentic 
book,  called  Regiam  Majeftatcm,  and  contain- 
ing the  rules  of  their  antient  common  law,  is 
extreamly  fimilar  to  that  of  Glanvil,  which  con- 
tains the  principles  of  ours,  as  it  ftood  in  the 
reign  of  Henry  II. 

The  many  diverfities,  fubfifting  between  the 
two  laws  at  prefent,  may  be  well  enough  ac- 
counted for,  from  a  diveriity  of  practice  in  two 
large  and  uncommunicating  jurifdictions,  and 
from  the  afts  of  two  diftinct  and  independent 
parliaments,  which  have  in  many  points  altered 
and  abrogated  the  old  common  law  of  both 
kingdoms. 

However,  Sir  Edward  Coke,  and  the  politi- 
cians of  that  time,  conceived  great  difficulties 
in  carrying  on  the  projected  union  :  but  thefe 
were  at  length  overcome,  and  the  great  work 
was  happily  effected  in  1707,  in  the  fifth  of 
queen  Anne  •,  when  twenty-five  articles  cf  u- 
nion  were  agreed  to  by  the  parliaments  of  both 
nations  :  the  purport  of  the  moft  considerable 
being  as  follows  : 

1.  That  on  the  firft  of  May  1707,  and  for 
ever  after,  the  kingdoms  of  England  and  Scot- 
land fhall  be  united  into  or.e  kingdom,  by  the 
name  of  Great  Britain. 

2.  The  fucceffion  to  the  monarchy  of  Great 
Britain  fhall  be  the  fame  as  was  before  fettled 
with  regard  to  that  of  England. 

3.  The  united  kingdom  fhall  be  reprefented 
by  one  parliament. 

4.  There  fhall  be  a  communication  of  all 
rights  and  privileges  between  the  "fubjects  of 
both  kingdoms,  except  where  it  is  otherwife 
agreed. 

9.  When  England  raifes  two  millions  of 
pounds,  by  a  land  tax,  Scotland  fhall  raife  for- 
ty-eight thoufand  pounds. 

16,  17.  The  ftandardsof  the  coin,  of  weights, 
and  of  meafures,  fhall  be  reduced  to  thole  of 
England,  throughout  the  united  kingdoms. 

18.  The  laws  relating  to  trade,  cuftoms,  and 
the  excife,  fhall  be  the  fame  in  Scotland  as  in 
England.  But  all  the  other  laws  of  Scotland 
fhall  remain  in  force  ;  but  alterable  by  the  par- 
liament 
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liament  of  Great  Britain.  Yet  with  this  cau- 
tion :  that  laws  relating  to  public  policy  are  al- 
terable at  the  difcretion  of'  the  parliament ;  laws 
relating  to  private  right  are  not  to  be  altered  but 
for  the  evident  utility  of"  the  people  of  Scot- 
land. 

22.  Sixteen .  peers  are  to  be  choien  to  repre- 
fent  the  peerage  of  Scotland  in  parliament,  and 
forty-five  members  to  lit  in  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons. 

23.  The  fixteen  peers  of  Scotland  mail  have 
all  privileges  of  parliament  :  and  all  peers  of" 
Scotland  mall  be  peers  of  Great  Britain,  and 
rank  next  after  thefe  of  the  fame  degree  at  the 
time  of  the  union,  and  fliall  have  all  privileges 
of  peers,  except  fitting  in  the  houfe  of  lords  and 
voting  on  the  trial  of  a  peer. 

Thefe  are  the  principal  of  the  twenty-five  arti- 
cles of  union,  which  are  ratified  and  confirmed 
by  ftatute  5  Ann.  c.  8.  in  which  ftatute  then, 
are  alfo  two  acts  of  parliament  recited  ;  the  one 
of  Scotland,  whereby  the  church  of  Scotland, 
and  alfo  the  four  univerfities  of  that  kinp-dom 
are  efcablifned  for  ever,  and  all  fucceeding  io 
vereigns  are  to  take  an  oath  inviolably  to  main 
tain  the  fame-,  the  other  of  England,  5  Ann. 
c.  6.  whereby  the  acts  of  uniformity  of  15 
Eliz.  and  13  Car.  II.  (except  as  the  fame 
had  been  altered  by  parliament  at  that  time) 
and  all  other  acts  then  in  force  for  the  preferva- 
tion  of  the  church  of  England,  are  declared 
perpetual  ;  and  it  is  ftipulated,  that  every  fub- 
fequentking  and  queen  fhall  take  an  oath  invio- 
lably to  maintain  the  lame  within  England,  Ire- 
land, Wales,  and  the  town  of  Berwick  upon 
Tweed.  And  it  is  enacted,  that  thefe  two  acts, 
"  fhall  for  ever  be  obferved  as  fundamental  and 
efTential  conditons  of  the  union." 

Upon  thele  articles,  and  act  of  union,  it  is  to 
be  obferved, 

1.  That  the  two  kingdoms  are  now  fo  infepa- 
rably  united,  that  nothing  can  ever  difunite  them 
again  ;  unlefs  perhaps  an  infringement  of  thofe 
points  which,  when  they  were  feparate  and  inde- 
pendant  nations,  it  was  mutually  ftipulated 
fhould  be  "  fundamental  and  efTential  conditions 
"  of  the  union." 

2.  That  whatever  elfe  may  be  deemed,  "  fun- 
"  damental  and  efkntial  conditions,"  the  pre- 
fervation  of  the  two  churches,  of  England  and 
Scotland,  in  the  fame  ftate  that  they  were  in  at 
the  time  of  the  union,  and  the  maintenance  cf 
the  act  of  uniformity  which  eftablifh  our  com- 
mon prayer,  are  exprefsly  declared  fo  to  be. 

3.  That  therefore  any  alteration  in  the  con- 
flitutions  of  either  of  thofe  churches,  or  in  the 
liturgy  of  the  church  of  England,  would  be  an 
infringement  cf  thefe  "  fundamental  and  effen- 
"  tial  conditions,"  and  greatly  endanger  the 
union. 

4.  That  the  municipal  laws  of  Scotland  are 
ordained  to  be  ftill  obferved  in  that  part  of  the 
ifhnd,  unlefs  altered  by  parliament  -,  and,  as 
the  parliament  has  not  yet  thought  proper,  ex- 
cept in  a  few  inftances,  to  alter  them,  they  ftill 
(with  regard  to  the  particulars  unaltered)  con- 
tinue in  full  force. 

"Wherefore  the  municipal  or  common  laws  of 
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England  are,  generally  fpcaking,  of  no  force  or 
validity  in  Scotland. 

The  courts  of  civil  judicature  in  Scoland 
are. 

The  college  of  juftice,  commonly  called  the 
i'eifion,  which  conliils  of  a  prefident,  and  four- 
teen fixed  fenators  or  judges,  called  ordinary 
lords  of  the  feftion,  with  two  extraordinary 
lords.  Under  thefe  are  feven  clerks  of  lellion, 
and  fix  inferior  officers. 

Before  this  court  are  tried  at  ftated  times,  all 
civil  caufes,  which  they  determine  by  acts  of 
parliament,  and  the  cuftorn  of  the  nation  ;  and 
where  they  are  defective,  they  decide  according 
to  the  civil  law,  and  the  rules  of  equity. 

There  lies  no  appeal  from  this  court  but  to 
the  parliament  ;  and  the  prefence  cf  nine  judges 
is  required  to  make  their  decrees  valid. 

The  judiciary,  ufually  called  the  juftic-  or 
ciirninal  court,  confifts  of  five  lords  of  the  {tf- 
fion,  the  juftice  general,  andjuftice  clerk.  Thefe 
are  joined  by  a  pannel  of  fifteen  out  of  forty- five, 
cited  like  juries  in  England,  by  whom  all  caufes 
of  a  criminal  nature  are  tried.  They  hold  affizes 
all  over  the  kingdom  twice  every  year,  and  from 
thence  are  called  lords  of  the  circuit. 

The  court  of  exchequer,  which  is  like  that  of 
Eng'a  id,  and  confifts  of  a  chief  and  four  other 
barons,  &c. 

The  court  of  chancery.  The  officers  of  ftate 
are,  the  keeper  of  the  feal,  and  lord  privy- 
leal,  the  lord  clerk-regifter,  and  the  lord  advo- 
cate. 

Befide  the  above  national  judges,  every  coun- 
ty or  fiiire  has  a  chief  magiftrate  or  his  deputy, 
who  is  ordinary  judge  in  all  civil  and  criminal 
caufes  ;  but,  in  moft  cafes,  an  appeal  lies  from 
this  magiftrate  to  the  feffion  and  court  of  jufti- 
ciary. 

The  fheriff  is  in  effect  the  fupreme  juftice  of 
peace,  to  whom  the  law  principally  intrufts  the 
fecuring  the  qu'et  and  tranquility  of  that  part  of 
the  kingdom  of  which  he  is  fheriff. 

Bailiffs,  ftewards  and  conftables,  in  their  re- 
fpective  dillricts,  have  the  fame  liberty  as  fhe- 
riff; in  their  {hires. 

The  court  of  admiralty  is  a  fupreme  court, 
in  which  all  maritime  caufes,  crimes,  trefpaffes, 
quarrels,  &c.  may  be  tried  before  the  lord  high 
admiral's  judge,  for  he  himfelf  never  judges.; 
he  forms  his  decifions  on  the  civil  law,  and  the 
cufloms  of  Scotland. 

There  are  alfo  in  Scotland  what  are  called 
commilfary  courts,  which  are  a  kind  of  eccle- 
iiaftical  courts,  in  which  caufes  are  tried  by 
commiffaries.  The  principal  of  thefe  are  at 
Edinburgh. 

The  four  cqrnrnifiaries  of  that  metropolis  par- 
ticularly try  caufes  of  matrimony  and  adultery, 
in  order  to  a  plenary  divorce,  fo  that  the  inno- 
cent perfon  may  marry,  as  if  the  offending  party 
were  naturally  dead. 

The  Scots  nation  in  general  is  of  the  reformed 
religion,  except  a  fmall  part  ftill  adhering  to  the 
church  of  Rome.  The  government  of  their 
qhurch  is  denominated  prefbyterian,  becaufe 
they  allow  of  no  higher  office  than  a  preaching 
prefbyter,  who  with  the  elders  of  the  people 
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perform  the  whole  government.  The  Scots 
writers  declare  this  to  be  their  primitive  form, 
when  the  nation  firft  turned  chriftians  in  the  fe- 
cond  century,  and  was  never  altered  by  the  po- 
pifh  prelates  till  the  fourteenth  century  :  and 
that  the  church  of  Scotland  was  reformed  from 
popery  by  prefbyters,  without  fettling  any  pre- 
lacy inftead  thereof,  is  evident  from  the  acts  of 
parliament  and  general  afTemblies.  The  eccle- 
fiaftical  courts  are  the  four  following. 

i.  The"  general  affembly,  which  meets  at 
Edinburgh  annually  in  May,  .and  confifts  of  mi- 
nifters and  elders  deputed  from  every  prefbytery 
in  the  nation.  Thefe  determine  all  appeals  from 
•inferior  church  judicatures,  and  make  laws  and 
regulations  for  the  government  of  the  kirk.  A 
lord  commiffioner,  who  is  always  a  nobleman  of 
the  firft  quality,  prefides  here  as  a'  reprefenta- 
tive  of  the  king's  perfon.  The  power  of  this 
court  is  very  great,  and  from  it  there  is  no  ap- 
peal. 

2.  The  provincial  fynod,  which  is  compofed 
of  the  members  of  feveral  adjacent  prefbyteries, 
meeting  twice  a  year,  at  a  principal  place  within 
the  bounds,  and  like  the  general  affembly  is 
opened  by  a  fermdh.  Their  bufinefs  is  to  re- 
ceive correfpondents  from  the  neighbouring  fy- 
nods,  who  are  a  check  upon  one  another  ;  to  de- 
termine appeals  from  the  prefbyteries  within 
their  diftrict  ;  and  to  enquire  into  and  cerTfure 
the  behaviour  of  the  prefbyteries  themfelves. 
They  have  likewife  power  to  remove  a  minifter 
from  one  place  to  another •,  but  appeals  lie  from 
the  fynod  to  the  general  affembly. 

3.  The  prefbtery,  which  confifts  of  a  minifter 
and  one  elder  from  five  to  ten  or  more  neigh- 
bouring parifhes,  who,  being  affembled,  chufe 
one  of  the  minifters  to  be  praefes,  or  moderator. 
Here  are  tried  appeals  from  the  kirk-feffion  •, 
and  here  they  infpect  into  the  behaviour  of  the 
minifters  and  elders  within  their  refpeclive 
bounds.  They  fupply  vacant  parifhes,  ordain 
paftors,  examine  and  licenfe  fchool-rnafters  and 
young  ftudents  for  probationary  preachers. 

4.  The  kirk-feflion  confifts  of  the  minifter 
and  elders  in  each  parifh,  who  confider  the  af- 
fairs of  the  parifh  as  a  religious  fociety.  They 
judge  in  all  leffer  matters  efteemed  fcandalous, 
can  fufpend  from  the  communion,  and  regulate 
every  thing  relating  to  public  worfhip  and  the 
poor. 

The  number  of  kirks  or  churches  in  Scotland 
amounts  to  about  nine  hundred  and  fifty,  befide 
a  few  chapels,  which  make  up  fixty-eight  pref- 
byteries, included  in  thirteen  provincial  fynods. 

There  are  here  however  feveral  lefts  of  dif- 
fenters  from  the  eftablifhed  worfhip,  the  princi- 
pal of  which  are  the  epifcopalians,  who  ufe  the 
form  of  prayer  of  the  church  of  England:  but 
the  nonjurers  among  thefe  are  not  permitted  to 
have  public  meeting-houfes,  but  are  only  fuffer- 
ed  to  preach  and  read  the  divine  fervice  to  very 
fmall  congregations  •,  while  thofe  who  take  the 
oaths,  and  pray  for  his  majefty  in  exprefs  terms, 
have  meeting-houfes. 

There  are  alfo  the  Erfkinites  and  Gibbonites, 
fo  called  from  the  minifters  of  thofe  names,  who 
have  broke  off  from  the  church  of  Scotland,  and 


upon  that  account  they  are  alfo  called  feceders. 
There  are  likewife  mountaineers,  thus  named 
from  their  preaching  in  the  open  fields  and  on 
the  mountains  ;  thefe  are  alfo  called  covenan- 
ters. 

The  law  of  Scotland  has  provided  againft  plu- 
ralities, and  throughout  the  whole  country  there 
are  no  benefices  ''worth  lefs  than  fifty  pounds 
fterling  per  annum  ;  which  in  that  county  is  a 
good  maintenance  •,  nor  any  that  exceed  a  hun- 
dred and  fifty  pounds  a  year. 

The  members  of  this  ecclefiaftial  republic 
(who  are  all  upon  an  equality  in  point  of  dignity 
and  power)  are  efteemed  to  be  very  fincere  in 
their  principles,  indefatigable  in  their  minifte- 
rial  labours,  and  greatly  refpec"red  by  their  pa- 
rifhioners. 

Befide  difcharging  their  fpiritual  duties,  thefe 
gentlemen  frequently  act  in  the  capacity  of  arbi- 
trators in  matters  of  difpute  between  man  and 
man;  their  healing  advice  is  generally  attended 
with  fuccefs,  and  both  parties  return  to  their  fa- 
milies fully  reconciled  to  each  other. 

Where  fuch  paftors  prefide  there  are  few  in- 
ftances  of  irregularity  among  the  lower  claffes  of 
the  people  :  adultery,  fwearing,  and  fighting,  are 
fovery  uncommon,  that  the  perfons  guilty  of 
fuch  practices  are  confidered  as  the  moft  incoi- 
rigible  mifcreants,  defpifed  and  fhunned  by  the 
whole  neighbourhood. 

The  union  with  England  was  ftrongly  op- 
pofed  by  the  people  of  Scotland  in  general,  and 
occafioned  fuch  tumults,  that  the  nation  was 
threatned  with  a  civil  war.  One  of  the  nobles 
declared  in  parliament,  that  his  degenerate  coun- 
trymen were  about  to  give  up  in  half  an  hour 
what  their  warlike  predeceffors  had  fo  bravely 
defended,  and  fo  hardly  earned  during  a  con- 
teft  of  many  centuries. 

But  the  chief  grounds  of  oppofition  proceed- 
ed from  a  confideration  of  the  heavy  taxes  that 
muft  be  levied  upon  them  to  pay  the  intereft  of 
debts  they  never  had  contracted,  Before  this 
time,  taxes  were  almoft  unknown  in  that  king- 
dom, provifions  were  cheap,  and  by  means  of 
their  fifheries,  mines  and  manufactures,  they 
L  carried  on  a  beneficial  trade  with  Holland  and 
France  :  but  in  confequence  of  the  union  they 
were  to  renounce  this  trade,  and  drink  port  at 
two  fhillings  per  bottle,  in  preference  to  claret 
at  ten  pence,  becaufe  the  Englifh  ca'rried  on  a 
lucrative  trade  with  Portugal. 

By  this  treaty  the  parliament  of  Scotland,  which 
was  annually  held  at  Edinburgh,  was  to  be  dif- 
folved,  and  a  limited  number  of  their  nobility,, 
together  with  forty-five  commoners,  were  to  re- 
prefent  Scotland  in  the  Britifh  parliament.  It 
was  eafy  to  forefee  that  fo  many  of  their  nobi- 
lity and  gentry  refiding  at  London  would  fpend 
one  third  of  the  rents  of  the  kingdom  in 
that  metropolis. 

Such  were  the  objections  made  by  the  people 
of  Scotland  againft  this  famous  treaty :  but  upon  i 
the  other  hand,  the  advantages  refulting  there- 
from, though  at  firft  they  feemed  remote  and 
precarious,  are  many  and  lubftantial. 

An  increafe  of  trade  has,  in  the  courfe  of  fixty 
years,  given  a  new  face  to  the  whole  kingdom, 
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but  more  particularly  in  the  weftern  parts,  where 
the  inhabitants  foon  availed  themitlves  of  a  free 
commerce  with  America. 

Inftead  of  dark  Gothick  caftles  inhabited  by 
a  nobility  more  diftinguifhed  for  their  valour 
than  by  wealth,  and  under  whofe  protection 
cxifted  a  poor,  oppreffed  commonalty,  we  now 
behold  an  incredible  numbet^f  villas,  fur  round- 
ed with  inclofures,  and  laiu  out  in  a  manner 
that  does  honour  to  the  tafte  of  a  trading  peo- 
ple. 

Initead  of  a  few  inconfiderable  boroughs,  re- 
markable only  for  the  antiquity  of  their  charters, 
or  fome  ruinous  abbey,  we  meet  with  large  and 
populous  towns,  well  known  in  the  mercantile 
world  for  the  variety  and  beauty  of  their  manu- 
factures. 

Scotland  produces  moft  of  the  necefiaries  of 
life,  and  fupplies  other  nations  with  black  cattle, 
fheep,  pork,  falmon,  herrings,  and  other  kinds 
of  fiih  ;  corn,  barley,  fait,  tallow,  hides,  butter, 
eggs,  lead,  coals-;  and  freeftone  •,  it  likewife  ex- 
ports linen  cloth,  hollands,  cambrics,  gauzes, 
filk  and  worfted  (lockings,  printed  cloths,  car- 
pets, books,  hats,  plaid,  and  coarfe  woollen 
cloth,  &c. 

Thefe  and  many  other  commodities  are^thief- 
ly  manufactured  at  Glafgow,  a  large  and  beau- 
tiful city,  fituated  upon  the  river  Clyde  5  in 
point  of  commerce  the  firft  in  Scotland. 

This  city  likewife  carries  on  a  very  extenfive 
foreign  trade,  particularly  to  America,  by  means 
of  which,  and  her  own  natural  productions, 
Scotland  is  enabled  to  remit  incredible  fums  to 
England,  where  the  fruits  of  her  induftry  chiefly 
centers ;  fo  that  in  reality  the  people  of  South 
Britain  owe  a  confiderable  part  of  their  riches 
to  the  very  people  whofe  poverty  they  are  fo 
apt  to  defpife.  y 

The  difficulty  of  procuring  bills  upon  Lon- 
don, and  the  high  premiums  they  bear,  are 
convincing  proofs  that  the  balance  of  trade  is 
greatly  in  favour  of  England.  It  may  not  be 
improper  in  this  place  to  obferve  alfo,  how 
grofsly  this  country  has  been  rriifreprefented  by 
late  writers,  fome  wilfully,  and  others  through 
ignorance,  by  literally  copying  from  Camden 
and  other  old  authors,  without  making  proper 
allowances  for  the  changes  and  improvements 
which  have  taken  place,  from  a  gradual  increafe 
of  trade,  and  an  uncommon  attention  to  agricul- 
ture during  a  period  of  near  two  centuries. 

Thefe  compilers  of  geographical  fyftems 
would  do  well  to  convince  us  of  their  extenfive 
knowledge  of  foreign  countries,  by  giving  a 
more  juft  account  of  our  own. 
*  The  Scots  are  in  general  well  fhaped,  ftrong- 
ly  made,  hardy  and  robuft.  They  live  well, 
though  not  grofly,  and  are  wholly .  unac- 
quainted with  fome  difeafes,  as  well  as  fome 
vices  too  common  in  many  other  countries. 

They  are,  for  the  moft  part,  an  active,  in- 
duftrious,  and  religious  people  •,  and  having 
£  great   fhare   of  natural   good   fenfe  '  and   fa- 

Igacity,  they  generally  fucceed  in  their  under- 
takings. 

The  women  of  inferior  rank,  and  fome  in 
higher   life,  are  fo  remarkable  for  their  induf- 


try,    that    their   whole   families   are  generally 
clothed  with  their  own  manufacture. 

The  fidelity  of  this  people  is  fuch,  that  the 
kings  of  France,  for  near  three  hundred  years, 
committed  the  immediate  care  of  their  royal 
perlons«to  a  regiment  of  Scottiih  guards.  And 
in  1  746,  the  young  pretender  wandered  feveral 
months  from  place  to  place,  during  which  time 
there  was  not  one  attempt  made  toward  a 
difcovery,  though  lie  was  known  to  many 
perfons,  and  a  reward  of  thirty  thoufafld  pounds 
offered  for  his  head. 

The  Scotch,  however,  are  not  without  their 
faults,  and  the  inferior  gentlemen  among  them 
have  often  a  grea'er  fhare  of  pride  than  the 
firft  Englifh  peers  :  this,  however,  wears  off 
foon  after  they  have  crofied  the  Tweed,  or 
have  vifited.  other  countries.  Many  of  them 
likewife  too  much  affect  to  imitate  their  more 
wealthy  neighbours  in  luxury,  and  in  the  other 
prevailing  vices  of  the  times. 

Scotland  has  produced  many  perfons  emi- 
nent for  genius  and  learning  •,  but  no  period 
was  ever  fo  diftinguifhed  as  the  prefent,  which, 
if  we  may  uie  the  expreffion,  may  be  confider- 
ed  as  the  golden  age  of  literature  in  that  king- 
dom. 

The  Scots  mulic  is  universally  admired : 
love  is  generally  the  fubject:,  and  many  of  the 
airs  Jjave  been  brought  upon  the  Englifh  ftage, 
under  new  names,  but  with  this  disadvantage, 
that  they  are  moftly  altered  for  the  worfe  j 
being  ftripp'd  of  that  original  fimplicity  which  is 
tbeir  effential  characteriitic,  which  is  fo  agree- 
able to  the  ear,  and  has  fuch  powers  over  the 
human  breaft. 

With  regard  to  the  original  inhabitants  of 
Scotland,  we  have  no  certain  accounts :  it  is 
probable  that  they  came  in  colonies  from  the 
neighbouring  continent.  The  Picts  feem  to 
be  no  other  than  fuch  of  the  braveft  Britons 
as  would  not  fubmit  to  the  Roman  yoke, 
and  were  driven  northward  by  thefe  invaders. 

The  hiftory  of  Scotland,  fays  Dr.  Robert, 
fon,  may  be  properly  divided  into  four  periods. 
The  firft  reaches  from  the  origin  of  that  mo- 
narchy to  the  reign  of  Kenneth  II.  who  fub- 
dued  the  Picts  in  the  year  838,  and  united 
under  or\e  monarchy  all  that  country  now  cal- 
led Scotland.  The  fecond,  from  Kenneth's 
conqueft  of  the  Picts  to  the  death  of  Alexander 
III.  when  the  competitors  for  the  crown  put 
themfelves  under  the  arbitration  of  Edward 
I.  of  England.  The  third  extends  to  the 
death  of  James  V.  The  laft,  from  thence 
to  the  acceffion  of  James  VI.  to  the  crown  of 
England.  It  has  been  much  regretted,  that 
^this  celebrated  writer  confined  his  hiftory  to  this 
laft  period,  containing  only  two  leigns. 

It  is  obfervable,  that  Innes,  and  other  Scot- 
tifh  writers  fince  his  time,  have  affected  to  doubc 
the  very  exiftence  of  no  lefs  than  forty  of  their 
firft  kings.  But  it  is  not  very  probable  that 
thirty  thoufand  Caledonians,  who  oppofed  A- 
gricola,  could  be  brought  together  in  thefe  bar-* 
Parous  ages  without  a  leader  invefted  with  fove- 
reign  authority  ;  and  that  thefe  people  fhould, 
during  feveral  centuries,  fuftain  the  hoftile  at- 
tacks 
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tacks  of  united  armies,  and  at  laft  oblige  the 
Romans  to  bound  their  empire  northward  by  a 
wall,  which  neither  their  legions,  nor  the  trem- 
bling Britons  could  guard. 

This  might  lead  us  to  a  review  of  the  Scots 
in  their  military  capacity,  in  which  light  they 
are  truly  great.  Their  brave  defence  when  at- 
tacked by  fuperior  arms  ;  their  noble  ftruggles 
in  fupport  of  the  independancy  and  liberties  of 
their  country,  when  reduced  to  the  moft  diftrefs- 
ful  circumftances,  have  gained  them  a  reputati- 
on in  the  annals  of  Europe  that  reflecls  honour 
upon  their  country  and  their  name. 

Such  were  the  people  whom  the  wifeft  of  the 
Englifh  monarch-s,  from  various  motives  of  po- 
licy, laboured  to  unite  with  their  own  fub- 
jecls. 

The  Scots,  as  early  as  the  reign  of  Charlemagne, 
had  engaged  in  a  league  with  France,  and  their 
inflexible  adherence  to  that  nation  proved  the 


fource  of  their  greateft  mifery  •,  agriculture,  ma- 
nufactures, and  commerce,  were  facrificed  to 
their  darling  profeffion  of  arms.  Nor  did  Eng- 
land efcape  the  unhappy  conlequences  of  this 
foreign  alliance. 

At  length  the  wifdom  of  Henry  VII.  efFedled 
by  marriage,  what  his  predeceffors  had  in  vain 
endeavoured  to  accompliih  by  force  of  arms ; 
and  the  memorable  1707  united  more  firmly 
both  nations  in  one  great  kingdom. 

The  happy  effects  of  this  great  event  were 
more  eafily  perceived  from  a  confideration  that 
both  nations  inhabited  the  fame  ifland,  profeffed 
the  reformed  religion,  fpoke  one  language,  were 
equally  diftinguifhed  for  bravery,  love  of  liber- 
ty, and  a  fimilitude  in  capacity  and  manners. 
Since  this  period,  the  inhabitants  of  both  nati- 
ons have  mutually  exerted  themfelves  in  fupport 
of  the  liberties  of  Britain,  of  Europe,  and  of 
mankind  in  general. 
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THE  Kingdom  of  Ireland  is  bounded  on 
the  north  by  the  Deucaledonian  fea  •, 
on  the  weft  and  fouth  by  the  great  At- 
lantic ocean,  by  which  it  is  leperated  from  Ame- 
rica •,  and  on  the  eaft  by  St.  George's  Channel, 
which  divides  it  from  Great  Britain. 

The  diftance  from  Ireland  to  Wales  is  about 
Gxxy  miles,  and  from  Scotland  barely  thir- 
ty. The  whole  area,  or  fuperficial  content  of 
this  ifiand,  is  computed  to  take  up  about  eleven 
millions  fixty  -feven  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
twelve  Irifl]  acres,  plantation  meafure  :  the  dif- 
ference between  Englifh  and  Iriih  acres  being  as 
fixteen  and  an  half  is  to  twenty-one  •,  and  it  is 
held  to  bear  propoi  don  to  England  and  Wales, 
as  eighteen  is  to  thirty. 

The  air  of  Ireland  is  much  the  fame  with  that 
of  thofe  parts  of  England  that  lie  under  the 
fame  parallel  ;  only  in  fome  parts  it  is  more 
grols  and  unhealthy,  efpecially  to  ftrangers,  on 
account  of  its  many  lakes,  bogs,  and  marfhes. 
It  is  remarkable,  and  has  been  proved  by  repeat- 
ed experiments,  that  no  venomus  creature  can 
live  in  this  country. 

In  Ireland  there  are  fome  bogs  fo  deep  as  to 
fwallow  up   a  man  and  horfe,  who  fink  an  un- 


known depth,  though  the  bogs  are. covered  with 
turf,. which  gives  the  appearance  of  iolid  ground: 
roads,  however,  have  been  made  for  horfes  and 
carriages  over  thefe  dreadful  bogs,  by  ranging 
rows  of  faggots  together,  and  covered  with 
earth,  which  forms  a  kind  of  bridge  that  fhakes 
under  the  feet  of  the  pafienger. 

There  are  other  bogs  that  have  too  ftrong  a 
cruft  of  turf  to  be  eaiily  broken-,  and  are  con- 
ftantly  pafled  in  fafety,  though  they  fhake  and 
quiver  at  every  ftep  of  the  foot. 

In  general  the  kingdom  of  Ireland  is  a  fine 
level  country,  abounding  in  navigable  rivers, 
and  numerous  bays  and  harbours.  The  inha- 
bitants, aided  by  parliament,  have  of  late  years 
applied  in  good  earneft  to  fundry  improvements, 
as  draining  of  bogs,  making  canals,  building 
market-towns,  inclofing  the  country,  and  en- 
riching the  foil ;  fo  that  this  kingdom  bids  fair 
to  rival  England  in  point  ot  beauty  and  ferti- 
lity. 

Its  paftures  feed  prodigious  numbers  of  cat- 
tle, whence  Ireland  is  enabled  to  fupply  the  flii[  s 
of  all  European  nations  with  beef  aid  butter  : 
but  however  advanta  eous  this  trade  may  be  in 
one  refpe<?t,  it  is  carried  on  to  an  excefs  that  is 

very 
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very  prejudicial  to  that  kingdom  in  general,  as 
it  caufes  agriculture  to  be  neglected,  which 
would  employ  many  more  hands,  and  prevent 
the  necetfity  of  importing  corn  from  England, 
from  whence  Ireland  is  fikewhe  fupplied  with 
potatoes,   in  confiderable  quantities. 

The  roads  in  this  country  are  excellent  •,  but 
there  are  few  or  no  good  inns  in  the  king- 
dom. 

Dublin,  whether  we  cenfider  it  in  point  of 
extent,  beauty,  or  the  wealth  of  its  inhabitants, 
claims  a  place  among  the  firft  cities  in  Europe. 
The  LifFey,  which  divides  it,  is  generally  cover- 
ed with  the  fhips  of  various  nations,  and  the 
flreets  that  run  along  both  fides  of  this  river, 
afford  a  very  agreeable  profpect. 

The  Irifh  were  firft  converted  to  Chriftianity 
in  the  fifth  century,  by  a  zealous  and  devout 
perfon  from  *  Scotland,  whom  his  new  dilciples 
difiinguifhed  by  the  name  of  St.  Patrick.  The 
eftabliflied  religion  is  the  fame  as  in  England  •, 
but  the  inhabitants  of  the  northern  counties  ftill 
adhere  to  the  church  of  Scotland. 

However,  the  moft  numerous  body  are  the 
Papifts,  who  will  not  fubmit  to  the  kings's  fu- 
premncy  even  in  temporals,  but  place  the  lame 
in  a  foreign  jurifdiction.  They  have  their  bi- 
fhops  and  other  dignitaries,  like  the  eftabliflied 
church  :  but  neither  they,  nor  the  inferior  cler- 
gy of  that  communion,  have  any  other  revenues 
than  the  voluntary  contributions  of  their  poor 
dilciples. 

It  is  fuppofed,  that  throughout  Ireland,  there 
are  eight  Papifts  to  one  Proteftant.  From  fuch 
a  dilproportion,  the  latter,  ever  fince  the  me- 
morable 1 641,  have  placed  their  lecurity  in  the 
military  and  a  Proteitant  militia. 

The  prelent  inhabitants  of  Ireland  may  be  di- 
vided into  three  different  clafies  •,  Firft,  The 
original  natives,  who,  from  a  fimilitude  of  lan- 
guage and  cuftoms,  are  fuppofed  to  be  defcend- 
ed  from  the  Britains  and  Caledonians  ;  particu- 
larly the  latter,  who  antiently  inhabited  the 
moft  barren  parts  of  Scotland,  and  being  in  all 
ages  defirous  of  poffefling  better  countries  than 
their  own,  it  is  natural  to  iuppoie  that  many  of 
them  might  quit  the  bleak  mountains  ot  Ar- 
gylcfhire,  for  the  more  fertile  plains  of  Ulfter, 
being  within  the  view  of  thefe  parts.  This  opi- 
nion, of  being  anciently  the  fame  people,  ftill 
prevails  among  the  Highlanders  and  the  Irifh-, 
and  it  is  faid,  that,  during  the  maffacre  of  Eng- 
lifh  Protellants  in  1641,  feme  propofals  were 
made  to  except  the  Scots  from  this  dreadful 
butchery. 

The  old  Irifh  are  generally  reprefented  as  an 
ignorant,  uncivilized  people.  We  may,  at  leaft, 
with  equal  juftice  reprelent  them  as  the  moft 
oppreffed  iubjects  under  the  Britifh  govern- 
ment, and  the  only  people  who  do  not  enjoy  the 
benefits  of  our  excellent  conftitution. 

This,  however,  partly  proceeds  from  their 
adherence  to  Popery,  but  more  efpecially  from 
the  inhumanity  and  tyranny  of  their  more  im- 
mediate landlords  or  leafeholders. 

Human  invention  could  not  contrive  a  more 
effectual    method  for  the  inftruction    of  thefe 


people  in  the  real  principles  of  Chriftianity,  and 
for  the  inuring  them  to  induftry,  labour  and  obe- 
dience to  their  fovereign,  than  the  inftitution  cf 
Englifh   Proteftant    working-fchools   over    the 
whole  kingdom.    • 

The  next  clafs  of  people  are  the  defcendants 
of  the  Englifh,  who,  fince  the  cenqueft,  gra- 
|  dually  extended  themfelves  over  the  country,  and 
to  whofe  arts  and  induftry  Ireland  is  infinitely 
indebted  ;  of  thefe  are  moft  of  the  nobility,  gen- 
try,  and  merchants. 

The  third  clafs  are  defcended  from  a  colony 
of  Scots,  who  were  fent  thither  by  king  James  1. 
and  inhabit  Belfaft,  Londonderry,  and  a  great 
part  of  the  province  of  Ulfter.  Thefe  people 
firft  introduced  the  linen  manufactory  into  Ire- 
land, which  has  been  fo  very  beneficial  to  that 
kingdom.  They  are  the  people  who  fo  bravely 
defended  Londonderry  and  Irinifkillen  againft 
the  Popifh  army  under  James  II. 

Nctwithftanding  thefe  fupplies  from  Great 
Britain,  Ireland  is  in  general  but  thinly  inhabit- 
ed, and  according  to  the  lateft  computations, 
does  not  contain  above  one  million  of  people. 

The  inhabitants  of  Ireland  are  by  no  means 
deficient  in  genius  and  bravery.  To  the  Irifh 
brigades  the  French  were  indebted  for  their 
boafted  victory  at  Fontenoy  ;  and  it  cannot  be 
yet  forgot  that  generals  of  this  nation  led  on  the 
Auftrian  troops  and  boldly  faced  the  greateft 
warrior  of  modern  times. 

Ireland  is  ftill  a  diftinct,  though  a  dependent, 
fubordinate  kingdom.  It  was  only  entitled  the 
dominion  or  lordfhip  of  Ireland,  and  the  king's 
ftile  was  no  other  than  dominus  Hibernian  lord 
of  Ireland,  till  the  thirty-third  year  of  king 
Henry  VIII.  when  he  affumed  the  title  of  King, 
which  is  recognized  by  act  of  parliament,  35 
Flen.  VIII. 

But,  as  Scotland  and  England  are  now  one 
and  the  fame  kingdom,  and  yet  differ  in  their 
municipal  laws  ;  fo  England  and  Ireland  are, 
or.  the  other  hand,  d'ftinct  kingdoms,  and  yet 
in  general  agree  in  their  laws. 

After  the  conqueft  of  Ireland  by  king  Henry 
II.  the  laws  of  England  were  received  and  fworn 
to  by  the  Irifh  nation,  affembled  at  the  council 
of  Lifmore.  And  as  Ireland,  thus  conquered, 
planted,  and  governed,  ftill  continues  in  a  ftate 
of  dependence,  it  muft  necefiarily  conform  to, 
and  be  obliged  by,  fuch  laws  as  the  fuperior 
ftate  thinks  proper  to  prefcribe. 

But  this  ftate  of  dependence  being  almoft  for- 
gotten, and  ready  to  be  diiputed  by  the  Irifh  na- 
tion, it  became  necefiary,  fome  years  ago,  to 
declare  how  that  matter  really  ftood  :  and  there- 
fore by  ftatute  6  Geo.  I.  it  is  declared,  that  the 
kingdom  of  Ireland  ought  to  be  fubordinate  to, 
and  dependant  upon,  the  imperial  crown  of 
Great  Britain,  as  being  inieparably  united  there- 
to •,  and  that  the  king's  majefty,  with  the  con- 
fent  of  the  lords  and  commons  of  Great  Britain 
in  parliament,  hath  power  to  make  laws  to  bind 
the  people  of  Ireland. 

The  conftitution  of  the  Irifh  government  is 
nearly  the  fame  with  that  of  England.  The 
power  of  the  lord-lieutenant,  who  reprefem's  the 


*  According  to  his  own  account,  he  was  born  at  Kilpatric,  a  fmall  village  on  the  riv. 
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king,   is  in  fome  meafure  reftrained,  and 


in  o- 


thers  enlarged,  according  to  the  king's  pleaiure, 
or  the  exigencies  of  the  times. 

On  his  entering  upon  this  honourable  office, 
his  letters  patent  are  publicly  read  in  the  coun- 
cil chamber,  and  having  taken  the  ufual  oath 
before  the  lord  chancellor,  the  fword,  which  is 
to  be  carried  before  him,  is  delivered  into  his 
hands,  and  he  is  feated  in  the  chair  of  ftate,  at- 
tended by  the  lord  chancellor,  the  members  of 
the  privy  council,  the  peers  and  nobles,  the  king 
at  arms/a  ferjeant  at  mace,  and  other  officers  of 
ftate  •,  and  he  never  appears  publicly  without 
being  attended  by  a  body  of  horie-guards. 

Hence,  with  refpect  to  his  authority,  his  train 
and  iplendor,  there  is  no  viceroy  in  Chriften- 
dom  that  comes  nearer  the  grandeur  and  majefty 
of  a  king.  He  has  a  council  compofed  of  the 
great  officers  of  the  crown  •,  namely  the  chancel- 
lor, treafurer,  and  fuch  of  thearchbiihops,  earls, 
bilhops,  barons,  judges,  and  gentlemen,  as  his 
majefty  is  pleafed  to  appoint. 

The  parliament  here  as  well  as  in  England, 
is  the  fupreme  court,  which  is  convened  by  the 
king's  writ  ;  but  the  representatives  of  the  peo- 
ple enjoy  their  feat  in  the  houle  during  life,  or 
till  the  death  of  the  king.* 

The  laws  are  made  in  Ireland  by  the  houfe  of 
lords  and  commons,  after  which  they  are  fent  to 
England  for  the  royal  approbation;  when,  if 
approved  by  his  majefty  and  council,  they  pafs 
the  great  feal  of  England,  and  are  returned. 

Thus  the  two  houfes  of  parliament  make  laws 
which  bind  the  kingdom,  raife  taxes  for  the  fup- 
port  of  government,  and  for  the  maintenance  of 
an  army  of  1 6,000  men,  who  are  placed  in  bar- 
racks in  ieveral  parts  of  the  kingdom. 

For  the  regular  diftribution  of  juftice,  there 
are  alfo  in  Ireland,  as  well  as  in  England,  four 
terms  held  annually  for  the  decifion  of  caufes  ; 
and  four  courts  of  juftice,  the  chancery,  king's- 
bench,  common-pleas,  and  exchequer. 

With  refpecl  to  the  trade  of  Ireland,  the  dif- 
couragements  laid  upon  it  by  the  act  of  naviga- 
tion, and  other  laws  made  in  England,  are  fo 
numerous,  that  it  cannot  be  expected  it  mould 
flounfh  to  fuch  a  degree  as  its  natural  fituation, 
extended  coaits,  commodious  harbours,  bays 
and  rivers  feem  to  promife. 

The  chief  exports  of  Ireland  confift  of  linen 
cloth  and  yarn,  lawns  and  cambricks,  which 
are  manufactured  to  great  perfection,  and  ex- 
ported to  confiderable  advantage  ;  the  Englifh 
laws  giving  great  encouragements  to  this  branch 
of  trade,  which,  with  a  few  exceptions,  may  be 
laid  to  be  the  fou>ce  of  all  the  wealth  in  Ireland. 

To  thele  may  be  added,  wool  and  woollen 
yarn  exported  to  England  only  •,  beef,  pork, 
green  hides,  lb  me  tanned  leather,  calf-fkins  dri- 
ed, great  quantities  of  butter,  tallow,  candles, 
ox  and  cow  horns,  ox  hair,  a  fmall  quantity  of 
lead,  copper-ore,  herrings,  dried  fifti,  rabbit- 
fkms,  and  fur  ■,  otter-ikins,  goat-fkins,  falmon, 
and  a  few  other  particulars. 

Wool  and  yarn  are  allowed  to  be  exported 
only  to  England  ;  but  from  the  thirft  of  gain, 
many  fhip-loads  are  fent  by  ftealth  to  France,  to 


the  great  detriment  of  the  woollen  trade  •,  and 
perhaps  the  beft  method  of  .preventing  it  for  the 
future,  would  be  to  reftore  the  woollen  manu- 
facture to  Ireland,  at  leaft  in  the  coarfe  branches 
of  it,  and  to  make  it  the  intereft  of  the  Irilh  to 
employ  their  wool  at  home. 

The  Irifti,  however,  enjoy  many  advantages 
unknown  to  Britons.  If  they  are  denied  fome 
privileges  in  trade,  they  are  not  faddled  with  our 
taxes  and  heavy  duties. 

The  productions  of  their  country  are  cheap  ; 
in  the  metropolis  of  the  kingdom  beef  fells  at  two 
pence  per  pound,  turkies  at  one  fhilling  and  fix- 
pence,  each  and  a  variety  of  fifh,?.t  a  trifling  rate. 

French  claret  is  landed  at  little  more  than  one 
fhilling  per  bottle,  and  all  other  foreign  commo- 
dities (that  have  been  bleffed  with  a  Britifli  ex- 
cife)  may  be  had  in  the  lame  proportion. 

With  regard  to  the  other  adjacent  i (lands 
which  are  fubjeft  to  the  crown  of  Great  Britain, 
fome  of  them  (as  the  ifle  of  Wight,  of  Portland, 
of  Thanet,  &c.)  are  comprized  within  fome 
neighbouring  county,  and  are  therefore  to  be 
looked  upon  as  annexed  to  the  mother  ifland.and 
part  of  the  kingdom  of  England. 

Likewife  the  Orkneys,  and  many  more  that 
belong  to  Scotland.  But  there  are  others  which 
require  a  more  particular  consideration. 

And,  firft,  the  Ifle  of  Man  is  a  diftinct  terri- 
tory from  England,  and  is  not  governed  by  our 
laws  •,  neither  doth  any  a£t  of  parliament  extend 
to  it,  uniefs  it  be  particularly  named  therein  ; 
and  then  anacTof  parliament  is  binding  there. 

It  was  formerly  a  fubordinate  feudatory  king- 
dom, iubject  to  the  kings  of  Norway  •,  then  to 
king  John  and  Henry  III.  of  England;  after- 
ward to  the  kings  of  Scotland  ;  and  atter  vari- 
ous grants  it- fell  at  lait  into  die  hands  of  the 
duke  of  Athol. 

But  the  diftinct  jurisdiction  of  this  little  fub- 
ordinate royalty  being  found  inconvenient  for 
the  purpofes  of  public  juftice,  and  for  the  reve- 
nue (it  affording  a  commodious  afylum  for  deb- 
tors, c inlaws,  and  fmugglers)  authority  was 
given  to  the  treafury  by  ftatute  12  Geo.  I  c.  2S. 
to  purchafe  the  intereft  of  the  then  proprietors 
for  the  ufe  of  the  crown  :  which  pi  rchafe  was 
at  length  compleatedin  the  year  1765,  and  con- 
firmed by  ftatute  5  Geo.  III.  c.  26.  and  39. 
whereby  the  whole  llland  and  all  its  dependen- 
cies, fo  granted  as  aforefaid  (except  the  lanced 
property  of  the  Athol  family,  their  manerial 
rights  and  emoluments,  and  the  "patronage  or 
the  bifnopric,  and  other  ecclefiaftical  benefices) 
are  unalienably  vefted  in  the  crown,  and  llib- 
jected  to  the  regulations  of  the  Britifh  excife  and 
cuftoms. 

The  iflands  of  Jerfey,  Guernfey,  Sark,  Alder- 
ney,  and  their  appendages,  were  parcel  of  the 
dutchy  of  Normandy,  and  were  united  to  the 
crown  of  England  by  the  firft  princes  of  the 
Norman  line. 

They  are  governed  by  their  own  laws,  which 
are,  for  the  molt  part,  the  ducal  cuftoms  of 
Normandy,  being  collected  in  an  ancient  book 
of  very  great  authority,  intitled,  It  Grand  Cou- 
ftumer. 

The 


This  is  lately  altered,  by  the  aet  of  parliament,  allowing  Octennial  parliaments  in  Ireland. 
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The  king's  writ,  or  procefs  from  the  courts 
of  Weftminfter,  is  there  of  no  force  •,  but  his 
commidibn  is.  They  are  not  bound  by  com- 
mon acts -of  our  parliament:.,  unlefs  particularly 
named.  All  caufes  are  originally  determined  by 
their  own  officers,  the  bailiff's  and  jurats  of  the 
iflands  •,  but  an  appeal  lies  from  them  to  the 
king  in  council,  in  the  laft  refort. 

Befide  thefe  adjacent  iflands,  our  more  dif- 
tant  plantations  in  America  and  ellewhere,  are 
alio  in  fome  reSpects  fubject  to  the  Engliffi  laws. 
Plantations,  or  colonies  in  diftant  countries 
either  fuch  where  the  lands  are  claimed  by  right 
of  occupancy  only,  by  finding  them  debit  and 
uncultivated,  and  peopling  them  from  the  mo- 
ther country  ;  or  where,  when  already  culti- 
vated, they  have  been  either  gained  by  con- 
queft,  or  ceded  to  us  by  treaties.  And  both 
thefe  rights  are  founded  upon  the  law  of  nature, 
or  at  lealt  upon  that  of  nations. 

But  there  is  a  difference  between  thefe  two 
fpecies  of  colonies  with  refpect  to  the  laws  by 
which  they  are  bound.  For  it  hath  been  held, 
that  if  an  uninhabited  country  be  difcovered  and 
planted  by  Englifh  Subjects,  all  the  Englifh 
laws  then  in  being,  which  are  the  birth-right  of 
every  fubject,  are  immediately  there  in  force. 
But  this  muft  be  understood  with  many  and  very 
great  reftrictions. 

Such  colonifts  carry  with  them  only  fo  much 
of  the  Englifh  law,  as  is  applicable  to  their  own 
fituation,  and  the  condition  of  an  infant  co- 
lony ;  fuch,  for  inftance,  as  the  general  rules 
of  inheritance,  and  of  protection  from  perlbnal 
injuries. 

'The  artificial  refinements  and  diftinflions  in- 
cident to  the  property  of  a  great  and  commer- 
cial people,  the  laws  of  police  and  revenue, 
(fuch  efpecially  as  are  inforced  by  penalties) 
the  mode  of  maintenance  for  the  eftablifhed 
clergy,  the  jurisdiction  of  Spiritual /courts",  and 
a  multitude  of  other  provifions,  are  neither 
neceffary  nor  convenient  for  them,  and  there- 
fore are  not  in  force. 

What  (hall  be  admitted  and  what  rejected, 
at  what  times,  and  under  what  reftridlions, 
muft,  in  cafe  of  difpute,  be  decided  in  the 
firft  inftance,  by  their  own  provincial  judica- 
ture, Subject  to  the  revifion  and  control  of  the 
king  in  council  ■,  the  whole  of  their  conftitu- 
tion  being  alio  liable  to  be  new-modelled 
.and  reformed,  by  the  general  Superintend- 
ing power    of  the   legislature    in    the    mother 

country. 

Eut  in  conquered  or  ceded  countries,  that 
have  already  laws  of  their  own,  the  king  may 
indeed  alter  and  change  thofe  laws  ;  but,  till 
he  does  actually  change  them,  the  ancient  laws 
of  the  country  remain,  unlefs  fuch  as  are  againft 
the  law  of  God,  as  in  the  cafe  of  an  infidelcountry 

Our  American  plantations  are  principally  of 
this  latter  fort,  being  obtained  in  the  laft  cen- 
tury!, either  by  right  of  coriqueft,  and  driving 
out  the  nati  :h  what  natural  juftice  fhall 

not  at  prefent  be  decided)  or  by  treaties.  And 
therefore  the  common  law  of  England,  as  fuch, 
has  no  allowance  or  authority  there  ;  they  being 
n)  part  of  the  mother  country,  but  distinct 
(though  dependent)  dominions. 


They  are  fubject,  however,  to  the  control 
of  the  parliament  :  though  (like  Ireland,  Man, 
and  the  reft)  not  bound  by  any  acts  of  parlia- 
ment, unlefs  particularly  named. 

With  refpedt  to  their  inferior  polity,  our  co- 
lonies are  properly  of  three  forts. 

1.  Provincial  cilabliihments,  the  constitu- 
tions of  which  depend  on  the  respective  corn- 
millions  iffued  by  the  crown  to  the  governors, 
and  the  instructions  which  ufually  accom- 
pany thofe  commiflions  -,  under  the  authority  of 
which,  provincial  affemblies  are  constituted, 
with  the  power  of  making  local  ordinances, 
nor  repugnant  to  the  laws  of  England. 

2.  Proprietary  governments,  granted  out  by 
the  crown  to  individuals,  in  the  nature  of 
feudatory  principalities,  with  all  the  inferior 
regalities,  and  Subordinate  powers  of  legiflation, 
which  formerly  belonged  to  the  owners  of 
counties  palatine  :  yet  ftill  with  thefe  exprefs 
conditions,  that  the  ends  for  which  the  grant 
was  made,  be  Substantially  puriued,  and  that 
nothing  be  attempted,  which  may  derogate 
from  the  Sovereignty  of  the  mother  country. 

3.  Charter  governments,  in  the  nature  of 
civil  corporations,  with  the  power  of  making 
bye-laws  for  their  own  interior  regulation,  not 
contrary  to  the  laws  of  England  ■,  and  with  Such 
rights  and  authorities  as  are  Specially  given  them 
in  their  Several  charters  of  incorporation. 

The  form  of  government  in  moft  of  them  is 
borrowed  from  that  of  England.  They  have  a 
governor  named  by  the  king  (or  in  fome  pro- 
prietary colonies  by  the  proprietor)  who  is  his 
reprefentative  or  deputy.  They  have  courts 
of  juftice  of  their  own,  from  whofe  decifions 
an  appeal  lies  to  the  king  in  council  here 
in  England. 

Their  general  affemblies,  which  are  their 
houfes  of  commons,  together  with  their  coun- 
cils of  State,  being  their  upper  houfes,  with  the 
concurrence  of  the  king  or  his  reprefentative  the 
governor,  make  laws  Suited  to  their  own  emer- 


gencies 


But  it  is  particularly  declared  by  Statute  7 
and  8  W.  III.  c.  22.  that  all  laws,  bye-laws, 
ufages,  and  cuStoms,  which  fhall  be  in  practice 
in  any  of  the  plantations,  repugnant  to  any  law, 
made  or  to  be  made  in  this  kingdom  relative  to 
the  laid  plantations,  fhall  be  utterly  void  and  of 
none  effett.  And,  becaufe  feveral  of  the  colo- 
nies had  claimed  the  fole  and  exclufive  right  of 
impefing  taxes  upon  themfelves,  the  Statute 
6  Geo.  III.  c.  12.  exprefsly  declares,  that  all  his 
majefty's  colonies  and  plantations  in  America 
have  been,  are,  and  of  right  ought  to  be,  fubor- 
dinate  to  and  dependent  upon  the  imperial 
crown  and  parliament  of  Great  Britain  ;  who 
have  full  power  and  authority  to  make  laws 
and  Statutes  of  Sufficient  validity J;o  bind  the  co- 
lonies and  people  of  America,  Subjects  of  the 
crown  of  Great  Britain,  in  all  cafes  whatSoever. 

TheSe  are  the  Several  parts  of  the  dominions 
of  the  crov/n  of  Great  Britain,  in  which  the  mu- 
nicipal laws  of  England  are  not  of  force  or  au- 
diority,  merely  as  the  municipal  laws  of  Eng- 
land. Moft  of  them  have  probably  copied  the 
Spirit  of  their  own  law  from  this  original  •,  but 
then  it  receives  its  obligation,  and  authoritative 

force, 
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SOME     PARTICULARS    RELATING 


force,  from   being  the  law  of  the  country. 

As  to  any  foreign  dominions  which  may  be- 
long to  the  perfon  of  the  king  by  hereditary  de- 
fcent,  by  purchafe,  or  other  acquisition,  as  the 
territory  of  Hanover,  and  his  majefty's  other 
property  in  Germany  ;  as  thefe  do  not  in  any 
wife  appertain  to  the  crown  of  thefe  kingdoms, 
they  are  entirely  unconnected  with  the  laws  of 
England,  and  do  not  communicate  with  this  na- 
tion in  any  refpecl:  whatloever. 

The  Englifh  legiflature  had  wifely  remarked 
the  inconveniencies  that  had  formerly  refulted 
from  dominionson  the  continent  of  Europe;  from 
the  Norman  territory  which  William  the  Con- 
queror brought  with  him,  and  held  in  conjun- 
tion  with  the  Englifh  throne  ;  and  from  Anjou, 
and  its  appendages,  which' fell  to  Henry  II.  by 
hereditary  defcent.  They  had  feen  the  nation 
engaged  for  near  four  hundred  years  together  in 
ruinous  wars  for  defence  of  thefe  foreign  do- 
minions ;  till,   happily  for  this    country,    they 


were  loft  under  the  reign  of  Henry  VI. 

They  obferved,  that,  from  that  time,  the  ma- 
ritime interefts  of  England  were  better  under- 
ftood,  and  more  clofely  purfued  :  that,  in  con- 
fequence  of  this   attention,  the  nation,  as  foon 
as  fhe  had  refted  from  her  civil  wars,  began  at 
this  period  to  fiourifh  all  at  once  ;  and  became 
much  more  confiderable  in  Europe,  than  when 
her  princes  were  poffeffed  of  a  larger   territory, 
and  her  councils  diftra&ed  by  foreign  interefts. 
This  experience,  and  thefe  confiderations,  gave 
birth  to  a  conditional    claufe  in  the  act  of  fettle- 
ment,  which  vefted  the  crown  in  his  prefent  ma- 
jefty's   illuftrious   houfe,    "  That  in  cafe  the 
"  crown    and    imperial  dignity   of  this  realm 
"  fhall  hereafter  come  to  any  perfon  not  being 
"  a  native  of  this  kingdom  of  England,  this  na- 
'  tion  fhall  not  be  obliged  to  engage  in  any  war 
'  for  the  defence  of  any  dominions  or  territo- 
'  ries  which   do    not  belong  to   the   crown  of 
;c  England,  without  confent  of  parliament." 


SOME 


PARTICULARS 


RELATING     TO 


The   Inhabitants   of    PATAGONIA. 


f~~  "^  HE  attention  of  the  public,  having  been 
greatly  engaged  by  the  late  Voyages  to 

A  the  South  Seas,  we  have  inferted  the 
following  particulars  from  a  pamphlet  faid  to 
be  written  by  an  officer  on  board  the  Dolphin. 

The  principal  object  worthy  of  general  notice 
in  this  voyage,  as  publifhed,  is  a  confirmation  of 
the  account  formerly  given  by  Magellan,  of  a 
gigantic  people  inhabiting  the  coaft  of  Patago- 
nia :  but  with  regard  to  its  authenticity,  time 
mult  determine. 

Pairing  over  what  the  writer  gives  of  the 
other  parts  of  his  voyage,  which  contain  nothing 
new  or  entertaining,  we  fhall  obferve,  that 
according  to  his  account,  when  they  left 
Rio  de  Janeiro,  and  the  coaft  of  Brafil,  on  the 
twentieth  of  Oftober,  1764,  bound,  as  they 
thought,  for  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope;  a  fignal 
was  made  for  the  commander  of  the  Tamer  fri- 
gate to  come  on  board,  where  he  and  the  fhip's 
company  were  informed,  that  the  commodore's 
orders  were  to  go  on-difcoveries  into  the  South 
Sea  :  a  circumftance  which,  from  the  manner 
in  which  it  was  received,  furnifhes  the  greateft 
reafon  to  believe,  that  no  one  on  board  had  be- 
fore the  leaft  notion  of  the  voyage  in  which  they 
were  now  engaged.  But  to  prevent  the  appear- 
ance of  difcontent,  they  v/ere  at  the  fame  time 


acquainted  with  the  intention  of  the  government 
to  allow  them  double  pav,  for  their  encourage- 
ment in  the  profecution  of  the  voyage. 

Nothing  worthy  of  obfervation  happened  till 
the  twenty-feventh  of  November,  when  after 
many  hard  gales  of  wind  they  made  Cape  Blan- 
co, near  the  river  Csmarories,  in  the  latitude 
of  461'  50'  fouth,  and  in  the  longitud  e  of  72"  7 
weft  from  London. 

After  a  few  days  fail  they  made  Pengwin 
ifland,  about  three  or  four  leagues  to  the  ibuth- 
ward  of  the  harbour  of  Port  Defire,  which  lies 
in  the  latitude  of  47  °  50'  fouth. 

At  this  place  they  had  very  indifferent  wea' 
ther,  attended  with  frequent  fhowers  of  rain,  and 
therefore  fent  their  boats  to  found  the  harbour, 
which  returned  the  fame  evening. 

The  next  day  they  weighed  in  order  to  enter 
it  •,  but  found  it  very  rocky  at  its  entrance,  and 
not  above  a  quarter  of  a  mile  over  from  fide  to 
fide.  Here  they  met  with  fuch  a  hidden  and 
violent  ftorm,  that  both  thofe  in  the  boats  and 
thofe  on  board  had  no  reafon  to  expect  ever 
getting  off,  as  both  the  wind  and  tide  were  a- 
gainft  them  ;  but  that  they  fhould  be  obliged  to 
live,  or  perhaps  to  perifh  on  this  defart  coaft  of 
Patagonia,  feveral  hundred  leagues  to  the  fouth- 
ward  of  any  European  fettlement :  but  at  length, 

their 


TO     THE     PATAGONIANS. 


645 


their  twelve-oared  barge  providentally  drove  in- 
to the  harbour,  by  which  means  the  fhip  was 
preferved  ;  for  without  this  affiftance  (he  muft 
have  perifhed,  they  having  no  boat  to  carry  out 
an  anchor. 

During  their  ftay  here,  fome  of  the  men  were 
employed  in  repairing  the  fhip's  rigging,  while 
others  went  on  Ihore  in  fearch  of  frefh  water, 
tho'  without  fuccefs,  as  there  was  but  little  to  be 
found. 

The  harbour  itfelf  is  not  much  more  than 
half  a  mile  over.  On  the  fouth  Ihore  is  a 
remarkable  rock  in  the  form  of  a  tower, 
which  appears  on  entering  the  mouth  of  the 
harbour. 

A-breaft  of  this  rock  they  lay  at  anchor,  in  fo- 
vea or  eight  fathoms  water,  moored  to  the  eaft 
and  weft,  with  both  bowers,  which  was  found 
extremely  neceflary,  on  account  of  the  ftrong 
tide  that  regularly  ebbs  and  flows  every  twenty- 
four   hours. 

It  is  alio  neceflary  to  obferve,  that  the  ground 
was  far  from  affording  good  anchorage  ;  for  as 
it  principally  confifts  of  light  fand,  it  is  not  to 
be  depended  upon  ;  and  if  one  anchor  fhould 
ftart,  while  the  tide  is  rufhing  in,  the  fhip  would 
immediately  take  the  fhore,  before  the  other 
anchors  could  poffibly  bring  her  up. 

However,  it  may  fairly  be  conjectured,  that 
there  is  firmer  anchorage  farther  up  the  harbour, 
efpecially  for  a  fhip  that  requires  only  a  fmall 
draught  of  water. 

He  obferves  that  the  country  all  around  is  in- 
terfperfed  with  high  craggy  rocks  ;  but  between 
each  precipice  the  ground  is  covered  with  coarfe 
grafs. 

The  vallies  form  a  barren  comfortlefs  prof- 
peel:,  in  which  there  was  nothing  to  entertain 
the  fight,  but  great  numbers  of  wild  beafts  and 
birds,  and  many  large  heaps  of  bones  that  lie 
fcattered  about,  efpecially  by  the  fide  of  every 
ftream  of  water.  But  they  faw  not  the  lead  fign 
of  the  human  fpecies. 

Though  they  had  found  two  or  three  fprings 
on  the  ihore  near  the  harbour,  their  mineral 
qualities  unfortunately  prevented  their  being 
of  any  uie  in  fupplying  the  fhip  with  water  ;  and 
they  could  not  even  find  a  quantity  fufficient  for 
prefent  ufe. 

On  the  fouth  fhore  the  rocks  are  not  fo  nu- 
merous as  on  the  north  fide  :  and  there  are  more 
hills  and  deep  vallies,  but  they  are  covered  only 
by  high  grafs,  and  a  few  fmall  fhrubs.  Hence 
this  is  but  a  bad  place  to  touch  at,  by  any  fhip 
that  is  under  the  neceflity  of  wooding  and  wa 
tering. 

The  commodore,  in  order  to  clear  the  ground 
of  the  overgrown  grafs,  which  grew  in  great 
quantities,  and  alio  to  improve  the  foil,  which 
appeared  to  be  Of  a  barren  fandy  nature,  gave 
orders  for  the  grafs  to  be  fet  on  fire  in  different 
places  •,  which  was  no  fooner  done,  than  the 
flames  ran  fo  faft,  than  in  lefs  than  half  an  hour 
they  fpread  feveral  miles  round. 

Before  their  departure  they  funk  two  cafks, 

one  of  them  on  the  north  fhore  from  the  place 

of  anchorage,  a-breaft  of  the  rock,  which   is  in 

the  form  of  a  tower.     The  other  cafk  was  funk 
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on  the  fouth  fhore,  two  miles  and  a  half  to  the 
fouth  fouth-weft  of  the  tower  rock,  and  near  a 
gentle  declivity,  on  which  they  erected  a  poft 
twelve  feet  high  from  the  ground,  with  a 
piece  of  board  nailed  acrofs  it  by  way  of 
mark. 

At  length,  having  equipped  the  fhip  for  fea, 
and  received  proper  ballaft  from  the  fhores,  the 
fignal  was  made  for  failing. 

The  crew  were  now  greatly  refrefhed  by  the 
provifion  they  had  met  with  here,  they  having 
the  flefh  of  the  guanacoes,  or  Peruvian  fheep, 
ferved  three  times  a  week,  which  they-  found  to 
be  delicious  food,  and  this  doubtlefs  contri- 
buted greatly  to  their  continuing  in  a  good 
ftate  of  health,  as  did  all  on  board  their  confort 
the  Tamer. 

They  left  Port  Defire  on  the  fourth  of  De- 
cember, and  directed  their  courfe  to  the  fouth- 
ward  of  Pepy's  Ifland,  laid  down  in  our  charts 
in  the  latitude  of  48  °  fouth,  and  in  the  longi- 
tude of  64  °  degrees,  bearing  eaft  by  fouth  of 
Cape  Blanco.  But  after  many  unfuccefsful  at- 
tempts to  difcover  this  ifland,  in  order  to  pro- 
cure a  frefh  fupply  of  wood  and  water,  they 
had  the  mortification  to  find  that  all  endeavours 
were  ineffectual  •,  they  were  therefore  obliged  to 
defift  from  the  fearch,  firmly  perfuaded  of  the 
impracticability  of  finding  any  fuch  place. 

On  the  twentieth,  at  four  in  the  afternoon, 
they  faw  the  extremity  of  the  land  of  Cape  Fair- 
weather,  extending  from  fouth  to  weft,  at  the 
diftance  of  three  leagues,  when  founding,  they 
found  twenty-five  fathoms  water,  with  foft 
ground,  and  the  latitude  of  the  Cape  to  be  in 

5i°  3°'- 

Indeed  they  never  fleered  above  five  or  fix 
miles  from  the  fhore ;  and  in  paffing  between 
the  laft  mentioned  cape  and  Cape  Blanco,  had 
no  foundings  with  twenty-five  fathoms  of  line. 
The  coaft  here  appears  in  white  cliffs,  with  level 
bluff"  land,  not  unlike  that  about  Dover  and  the 
fouth  Forelands. 

The  next  day  they  faw  Cape  Virgin  Mary, 
from  which  they  were  five  leagues  diftant,  and 
alio  the  land  named  Terra  del  Fuego. 

At  three  o'clock  the  next  morning  they 
weighed,  and  making  fail,  at  fix  the  extreams 
of  Terra  del  Fuego  appeared,  extending  from 
the  fouth  weft  by  fouth,  at  four  or  five  leagues 
diftance. 

At  eight  they  difcovered  a  good  deal  of 
fmoke  ifiuing  from  different  quarters  ;  and,  on 
a  nearer  approach,  could  ptainly  perceive  a 
number  of  people  on  horfeback. 

At  ten  they  anchored  in  fourteen  fathoms  wa- 
ter on  the  north  fhore,  and  faw  Cape  Virgin 
Mary,  which  appeared  over  the  low  neck  of 
land  to  the  eaft  north  eaft,  and  Point  PofieiTion 
to  the  weft  by  fouth. 

Being  about  a  mile  from  the  land,  they  no 
fooner  came  to  an  anchor,  than  the  people  on 
fhore  hollowed  to  them,  and  moved  their  hands; 
on  which  they  immediately  hoifted  out  their 
boats,  manned  and  armed. 

On  approaching  the  coaft,  evident  figns  of 
fear  appeared  among  thofe  in  the  boat,  on  fee- 
ing men   of  fuch  enormous  fize  •,  while  fome, 

per-- 
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perhaps  to  encourage  the  reft,  obferved  that 
thofe  gigantic  people  were  as  much  furprized  at 
the  fight  of  their  mufkets.  This,  however, 
fcrved  to  remind  them,  that  fire  arms  gave 
them  an  advantage  much  fuperior  to  that  de- 
rived from  ftature,  and  perfonal  ftrength. 

When  they  had  rowed  within  twenty  yards  of 
the  fhore,  they  lay  on  their  oars,  and  obferved 
that  great  numbers  of  them  furrounded  the 
beach,  and  by  their  countenances  feemed  ea- 
gerly defirous  of  having  them  land. 

After  the  moft  amicable  figns  which  thefe 
people  weie  capable  of  underftanding,  or   the 


boat's   crews  of 


a  fi°;nal  was  made    to 


them  to  retire  backward  •,  and  then  the  com- 
modore and  chief  officers  entered  upon  a  fhort 
confultation  on  the  propriety  of  landing. 

The  firft  officer,  fired  with  the  thoughts  of 
making  a  full  difcovery  in  regard  to  thefe  In- 
dians, who  had  been  fo  much  the  fubject  of 
conversion  among  the  Englifh,  made  a  mo- 
tion to  approach  nearer  and  jump  on  fhore  ; 
but  the  commodore  objected  to  it,  and  would 
not  fufrer  any  man  to  go  before  himfelf. 

As  Icon  as  the  Indians  had  retreated  from  the 
beach,  which  they  had  furrounded  in  fuch  a 
manner,  as  to  prevent  any  perfon's  landing, 
the  commodore,  with  great  intrepidity,  leaped 
on  fhore,  followed  by  his  officers  and  men,, 
whom  he  drew  up  in  a  pofture  of  defence.  Im- 
mediately on  landing  the  inhabitants  came  about 
them,  to  the  number  of  two  hundred  or  more, 
looking  with  evident  marks  of  furprize,  and 
fmiling,  as  it  fhould  feem,  at  the  great  difpro- 
portion  of  their  ftature. 

After  many  amicable  figns,  which  appeared 
equally  agreeable  to  both  parties,  the  commo- 
dore, who  had  taken  with  him  on  fhore  a  great 
number  of  trinkets,  fuch  as  firings  of  beads, 
ribbons,  and  the  like,  diftributed  them  with 
great  freedom,  as  far  as  they  went. 

The  method  he  made  ufe  of  to  facilitate  the 
diftribution  of  them,  was  by  making  the  Indi- 
ans fit  down  on  the  ground,  that  he  might  put 
the  firings  of  beads,  &c.  round  their  necks  •,  and 
fuch  was  their  extraordinary  fize,  that  in  this  fi- 
tuation  they  were  almoft  as  high  as  the  commo- 
dore when  Handing. 

They  were  fo  delighted  with  the  different 
trinkets,  which  hung  round  their  necks,  and 
fell  down  before  on  their  bofoms,  that  the 
commodore  could  fcarcely  reftrain  them  from 
carefling  him,  particularly  the  women  ;  whole 
large  and  malculine  features  correfponded  with 
the  enormous  fize  of  their  bodies. 

Their  middle  ftature  feemed  to  be  above 
eight  feet  ;  their  extream  nine  and  upward. 
Their  cloathing  confifted  of  the  fkins  of  guana- 
coes,  or  Peruvian  fheep,  which  reached  from 
their  fhoulders  down  to  their  knees  •,  and  their 
hair  was  long  and  black,  hanging  down  be- 
hind. 

The  faces  of  the  women  were  painted  moft 
extravagantly,  and  their  ftature  equally  furprif- 
ing  with  that  of  the  men.  Their  infants  in  the 
mother's  arms,  confidering  their  age,  bore  the 
lame  proportion  on  their  features. 

Some  of  their    women  had  collars  on  their 


necks,  and  bracelets  on  their  arms  •,  but  frorri 
whence  they  could  procure  them  was  a  fub- 
jecTt  of  wonder,  as  from  their  great  amazement 
at  firft  fight,  it  was  conjectured,  that  they 
had  never  beheld  any  civilized  beings  before. 

It  may,  however,  be  concluded  from  the 
accounts  of  Sir  John  Narborough,  and  others, 
who  have  taken  notice  of  thefe  Indians,  that 
they  doubtlefs  change  their  fituation  with  the 
fun,  fpending  the  fummer  here,  and  in  winter 
removing  farther  to  the  north,  in  order  to  en- 
joy the  benefit  of  a  milder  climate. 

Hence  Sir  John  and  others  have  related, 
that  they  faw  men  of  an  uncommon  fize,  at 
leaft  eight  or  ten  degrees  more  to  the  north- 
ward •,  whence  it  may  reafonably  be  conjec- 
tured, that  during  one  part  of  the  year,  they 
iray  have  fome  intercourfe  with  the  Indians, 
who  border  on  fome  of  the  Spanifh  fettlement?, 
and  that  from  them  they  might  have  purchafed 
thefe  ornaments. 

Their  language  appeated  to  be  nothing  more 
than  a  confufed  jargon,  without  any  mixture 
cf  the  Spanifh  or  Portuguefe,the  only  European 
tongues  of  which  it  was  poffible  for  them  to 
obtain  any  knowledge;  and  with  which  it 
is  probable  it  would  have  been  mixed,  had 
they  any  immediate  intercourfe  with  the  Spa- 
niards or  Portuguefe  of  South  America. 

Thefe  people  frequently  looked  toward  the 
fun  with  an  air  of  adoration,  and  made  mo- 
tions with  their  fingers  to  communicate  their 
minds.  They  appeared  to  be  of  a  friendly 
difpofition,  and  feemed  to  live  in  great  unani- 
mity amongft  themfelves. 

After  the  commodore  and  his  men  had  been 
with  them  a  fhort  time,  they  made  figns  for 
them  to  go  to  the  fmoke  which  they  faw  at  a 
diftance,  and  at  the  fame  time  pointed  to  their 
mouths,  as  if  they  intended  to  give  them  fome 
refrefhment  :  but  their  number  being  at  pre- 
fent  greatly  fuperior,  aud  it  being  not  impro- 
bable that  ftill  greater  multitudes  might  come 
upon  them  unawares  from  the  inland  country, 
the  commodoie,  who  was  equally  remarka- 
ble for  his  prudence  and  his  bravery,  thought 
it  not  advifeable  to  venture  any  farther  from 
the  water-fide. 

By  the  obfervations  made  from  the  maft- 
head,  at  about  three  or  four  miles  diftance, 
and  from  the  fmoke  they  faw  riling  from  dif- 
ferent quarters,  thefe  Patagonians  feemed  to 
have  no  huts  to  fecure  them  from  the  wea- 
ther ;  but  to  be  entirely  expofed,  without 
fo  much  as  a  tree  of  a  moderate  growth  to 
fhelter  them. 

Indeed  the  foil  is  in  general  fandy,  and  to 
all  appearance  barren  ;  for  they  found  nei- 
ther water  nor  trees,  but  only  a  few  fhrubs. 
The  writer  remarks,  that  the  greateft  part 
of  thofe  who  furrounded  the  fhore  were,  be- 
fore their  landing,  on  horfeback  •,  but  on  feeing 
the  boats  make  up  to  them,  they  difmounted, 
and  left  their  horfes  at  fome  diftance. 

Thele  horfes  feemed  to  be  about  fixteen 
hands  high,  and  very  fwift  ;  but  bore  mi 
proportion  to  the  fize  of  their  riders,  and 
feemed   to   be   but  in   a  poor   condition. 

Thefe 
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Thefe  Patagonian  Indians  were  fo  diftreffed 
and  afflicted  ar  their  leaving  them,  that  they 
heard  their  cries  for  a  confiderable  time  af- 
ter. To  this  relation  the  writer  adds  fume  oiher 
concurring  tefti  monies  to  the  following  effect. 

A  gentleman,  he  fays,  who  was  an  officer 
in  .one  of  the  mips,  and  on  fhore  at  the  fame 
time  with  our  author,  affirms,  that  the  Dolphin 
having  entered  ten  or  twelve  leagues  into  the 
mouth  of  the  {freights  of  Magellan,  the  men 
on  deck  obferved  thirty  or  forty  people  of 
an  extraordinary  ftature,  {landing  on  the  beach 
of  the  continent,  who  looking  attentively  at 
them,  made  fr.endly  figns,  by  which  they 
feemed  to  invite  them  to  come  on  fhore  ; 
while  others,  who  flood  aloft,  difcovered 
with  their  glaffes  a  much  greater  number, 
about  a  mile  farther  up  the  country ;  but 
afcribed  their  apparent  fize  to  the  fogginefs 
of  the  air. 

The  11  iip  happening  at  this  inftant  to  be  be- 
calmed, the  honourable  Mr.  Byron,  thinking 
no  time  would  be  loll  by  going  on  fhore,  re- 
folved  to  land,  in  order  to  fee  thefe  Indians, 
end  learn  what  he  could  of  their  manners  :  he 
therefore  ordered  a  fix-oared  boat  for  himfelf 
and  officers,  and  one  of  twelve  oars  to  be  filled 
with  men  and  arms,  as  a  fecurity,  in  cafe  there 
fhould  be  any  attempt  to  furprife  or  injure 
him,  or  any  of  thole  who  went  with  him  ; 
though  the  people  on  fhore  did  not  feem  to 
have  any  thing  like  an  offenfive  v/eapon  among 
them. 

On  the  commodore's  landing,  in  company 
with  his  lieutenant,  he  made  figns  to  the  Indians, 
who  were  crouding  round  him,  to  retire,  which 
they  very  readily  did,  to  the  diftance  of  thirty 
or  forty  yards. 

He  then,  attended  by  his  lieutenant,  ad- 
vanced toward  them  about  twenty  yards  ;  and 
their  number  was  foon  encreafed  to  upwards  of 
five  hundred  men,  women  and  children. 

Several  civilities  at  this  time  parted  on  both 
fides,  the  Indians  expreffing  their  joy  and  fatis- 
faction  bv  finging  uncouth  fongs,  lhaking  hands, 
and  fitting  with  looks  of  pleaiure,  with  their 
wives  and  children,  round  the  commodore,  who 
diilributed  among  them  ribbons  and  firings  of 
beads,  with  which  they  appeared  extreamly 
delighted. 

He  tied  necklaces  round  the  necks  of  feve- 
ral  of  the  women,  who  feemed  to  be  from  feven 
and  a  half  to  eight  feet  high  ;  but  the  men  were 
for  the  molt  part  about  nine  feet  in  height,  and 
fome  more. 

The  commodore  himfelf  meafures  full  fix 
feet,  and  though  he  flood  on  tip-toe,  he  could 
but  juft  reach  the  crown  of  one  of  the  In- 
dians heads,  who   was   not,  by  far,  the  talleft 


long  them 


The  men  are  well  made,  broad  fet,  and  of 
prodigious  ftrength,  of  a  copper-colour,  with 
long  black  hair  ;  and  were  cloathed  with  fkins, 
which  were  fattened  about  their  necks  by  a 
thong  ;  the  fkins  worn  by  the  men  being  loofe, 
but  the  women's  girt  dole  with  a  kind  of 
belt. 

Many  of  the  men  and  women  rode  on  horks, 


which  were  about  fifteen  hands  and  -a  half  high, 
all  of  them  aftride  ;  and  they  had  among  them 
fome  dogs,  which  had  fharp  nofes  like  foxes  ; 
and  were  nearly  of  the  iize  of  a  middling 
pointer. 

Thefe  friendly  people  invited  the  commodore 
and  all  thole  who  were  landed,  to  go  with  them  up 
the  country,  fhewing  a  diftant  fmoke,  and  point- 
ing to  their  mouths,  as  if  they  intended  to  give 
them  a  repaft  ;  and  in  return,  the  commodore 
invited  the  Indians  to  come  on  board,  by  point- 
ing to  his  fhip  ;  but  neither  of  them  aecepted 
ol  die  others  invitation:  and  therefore  having 
pafi"ed  two  hours  in  an  agreeable  converfation, 
carried  on  wholly  by  figns,  they  parted  with  all 
the  marks  of  friendlhip. 

The  country  all  around  is  fandy  ;  but  diver- 
fifed  with  fmall  hills,  covered  with  a  fhort 
coarfe  graft,  and  with  fhrubs,  none  of  which, 
as  Sir  Join  Narbcrough  has  long  before  re- 
marked, is  large  enough  to  make  tlie  helve  of  a 
hatchet. 

Another  gentleman  on  board  has  given  an 
account  that  exactly  tallies  with  the  above,  with 
thefe  additional  circumftances  :  That  when  they 
were  ten  or  twelve  lergues  within  the  ftreightsj 
they  law  through  their  glaffes  many  people  on 
fhore  of  a  prodigious  fize;  which  extraordinary 
magnitude  they  thought  to  be  a  deception,  oc- 
calioned  by  the  hazinefs  of  the  air,  it  being  then 
fomewhat  foggy  ;  but  on  coming  near  the  land 
they  appeared  of  ftill  greater  bulk,  and  made 
amicable  figns  to  our  people  to  come  on  fhore. 
That  when  the  fhip  failed  on  to  find  a  proper 
place  of  landing,  they  made  lamentations,  as  if 
they  were  afraid  our  people  were  going  off,  and 
would  not  land. 

He  alio  fays,  there  were  near  four  hundred 
of  them,  and  about  one  third  of  the  men  were 
on  horfes  not  much  larger  than  ours  ;  and  that 
they  rode  with  their  knees  up  to  the  horfe's  wi- 
thers, having  no  ftirrups.  That  there  were  wo- 
men, and  many  children,  whom  fome  of  our 
people  took  in  their  arms  and  killed,  which  the 
Indians  beheld  with  much  feeming  fatisfaction. 
That  by  way  of  affection  and  elleem,  they  took 
his  hand  between  theirs,  and  patted  it  ;  and  that 
fome  of  thofe  he  faw  were  ten  feet  high,  well 
proportioned  and  well  featured;  their  fkins  of  a 
copper-colour,  and  they  had  neither  offenfive 
nor  defenfive  weapons. 

He  likewife  fays,  that  they  feemed  particu- 
larly pleafed  with  lieu  tenant  Cummins,  on  ac- 
count of  his  ftature,  he  being  fix  feet  two  inches 
high,  and  that  fome  of  them  patted  him  on  the 
fhoulder,  but  their  hands  fell  with  fuch  force, 
that  it  affected  his  whole  frame. 

In  fine,  another  officer  of  the  fquadron,  who 
is  affirmed  to  have  communicated  an  account  of 
thefe  extraordinary  people  to  the  Royal  Society, 
in  a  paper  which  that  learned  body  is  laid  to 
have  referved  for  publication,  gives  the  fame 
account,  with  thefe  additional  circumftances  : 
that  they  all  appeared  to  be  very  fagacious, 
eafily  underftood  the  fignals  or  intimations 
which  our  people  made  to  them,  and  be- 
haved with  great  complacency  and  good  na- 
ture. 

DOCTOR 


[    64S    ] 


DOCTOR 


S    H    A   W's 


T       R      A      V      E 


THROUGH 


BARB 


R       Y. 


CHAP.        I. 

Account  of  the  manner  of  travelling  in  Barbary  ;  defcription  of  the  wejlern  province,  called 
Tlemfan,  and  the  antiquities  thereof  and  in  particular  of  the  cities  of  Or  an,  Sher/ljell,  and 
Tlemfan,  or  Tremefen. 


IN  this  aceount  of  Barbary,  the  ingenious 
author  has  ranged  his  observations  under 
diftinft  heads,  without  paying  any  regard 
to  the  time,  place  or  manner  in  which  they  were 
made  :  but  as  the  account  itfelf  is  very  curi- 
ous, we  could  not  omit  it  in  juftice  to  our  rea- 
ders. 

"  The  reader  is  therefore  to  be  informed, 
"  (fays  he,)  that  in  the  feveral  maritime  towns 
"  of  Barbary  where  Britiih  factories  are  efta- 
"  blifhed,  I  was  entertained  with  extraordinary 
"  marks  of  generofity  and  friendfhip,  having 
"  the  ufe  not  only  of  their  houfes,  but  of  their 
"  horfes,  their  Janizaries  and  fervants. 

"  In  the  inland  towns  and  villages  there  is 
"  generally  a  houfe  fet  a  part  for  the  reception 
"  of  ftrangers,  with  a  proper  officer  to  attend 
"  it,  where  perfons  are  lodged  and  entertained 
"  for  one  night,  at  the  expence  of  the  commu- 
*'  nity,  in  the  beft  manner  the  place  will  afford  : 
"  but  except  at  thefe,  and  the  places  before- 
"  mentioned,  I  met  with  no  houfes  of  enter- 
"  tainmenr,  through  the  whole  courfe  of  my 
"  travels. 

"  The  furnifhing  ourfelves  with  tents  would 
"  not  only  have  been  attended  with  expence  and 
"  trouble,  but  would  have  raifed  the  fufpicion 
"  of  the  Arabs  :  if  therefore  in  the  courfe  of 
"  our  travels,  we  did  not  fall  in  with  the  hovels 
"  of  the  Kabyles,  or  the  encampments  of  the 
"  Arabs,  we  had  nothing  to  protect  us  either 
"  from  the  fcorching  heat  of  the  fun  by  dny,  or 
the  cold  of  the  night,  unlefs  we  had  the  hap- 
pinefs  to  find  a  grove  of  trees,  the  fhelf  of  a 
rock,  or  fometimes  by  good  fortune  found  a 
cave. 

"  When  this    happened,    which   was  indeed 
but  fcldom,  our  horfes  were  the  greatcft  fuf- 


ferers  ■,  they  were  however,  our  firft  care,  and- 
we  gathered  for  them  grafs,  Hubble,  boughs 
of  trees,  and  fuch  like  provender,  before  we 
fat  down  to  examine  what  fragments  of  a  for- 
mer meal  were  referved  for  ourfelves. 
"  "Wheri  travelling  in  Barbary,  we  were  fo 
fortunate  as  to  find  an  encampment  of  the 
Arabs,  for  we  were  not  fond  of  vifiting  the 
Kabyles,  who  are  not  fo  eafily  managed, 
we  were  entertained  for  one  night  on  free  coff, 
and  furnifhed  with  a  fufficient  quantity  of 
provifions  for  ourfelves  and  our  horfes. 
"  Befides  a  bowl  of  milk,  and  a  bafket  of 
raifins,  dates,  figs,  or  other  dried  fruit,  ge- 
neroufly  prefented  to  us  upon  our  arrival,  the 
matter  of  the  tent  where  we  lodged,  fetched 
us,  according  to  the  number  of  our  company, 
either  a  kid,  a  goat,  a  lamb,  or  fheep,  half 
of  which  was  immediately  boiled  by  his  wife, 
and  ferved  for  our  dinner  or  breakfaft  the 
next  day. 

"  But  though  the  tents  of  the  roving  herdf- 
men  may  fhelter  us  from  the  weather,  they 
are  not  without  their  inconveniencies  ;  for 
the  cold  and  the  dews  to  which  we  were  every 
night  expoied  in  the  defarts  of  Arabia,  are 
much  more  fupportable  than  the  vermin  and 
infects,  which  conftantly  molefted  us  here  : 
for  belides  fleas  and  lice,  which  are  here  in 
ail  their  quarters,  the  apprehenfions  we  were 
under  of  being  bit  or  flung  by  the  viper,  the 
fcorpion,  or  the  venomous  ipider,  rarely  fails, 
in  fome  parts  of  thefe  countries,  to  interrupt 
the  reft  fo  grateful  to  a  weary  traveller. 
"  Indeed  upon  fight  of  one  of  theie  venemous 
creatures,  a  thaleb  or  writer,  who  happen- 
ed to  be  one  of  my  Spahees,  after  he  had 
muttered  a   few  words,   exhorted   us  all  to 
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'  take  courage,  as  he  had  made  it  tame  and 
"  harmlefs,  by  his  charms  and  incantations  : 
"  we  are  alfo  no  lefs  offended  by  their  kids, 
"  calves  and  other  young  cattle,  that  are  every 
"  night  tied  up  in  the  tents,  to  prevent  their 
"  fucking  their  dams  ;  for  the  cords  being  ge- 
"  nerally  made  of  loofe  fpun  yarn,  they  were 
"  continually  breaking  loofe  and  trampling  o- 
"  verus. 

"  When  we  were  entertained  in  a  courteous 
"  manner,  which  was  not  always  the  cafe,  I 
"  uted  to  give  the  mafter  of  the  tent  a  knife,  a 
"  couple  of  flints,  or  a  little  Englifh  gunpow- 
"  der,  which  being  much  ftronger  than  theirs, 
*■  they  highly  efteem,  and  keep  it  to  ferve  as 
"  priming  for  their  fire-arms  :  and  if  his  wife 
"  was  obliging  in  making  our  culcufu  favoury 
"  and  with  expedition,  fhe  would  return  a  thou 
"  fand  thanks  for  a  pair  of  fciffars,  a  large 
"  needle,  or  a  fkean  of  thread,  which  are  great 
"  rarities. 

"  During  the  exceflive  heat  of  fummer,  and 
"  particularly  when  we  were  afraid  of  meeiing 
"  with  a  party  of  the  Arab  freebooters,  we  tra- 
"  veiled  in  the  night,  which  according  to  their 
"  proverb,  "  having  no  eyes,"  few  of  them  dare 
"  to  venture  abroad,  from  their  not  knowing 
"  what  dangers  and  ambufcades  they  may  fall 
"  into. 

"  We  had  then  frequent  reafon  to  call  to 
"  mind  the  words  of  the  Pfalmift,  "  Thou 
"  makeft  darknefs  that  it  may  be  night ;  where- 
"  in  all  the  beafts  of  the  forefts  do  move.  The 
"  lions  roaring  after  their  prey  ;  Pfal.  ciii.  2." 
"  the  leopards,  hysenas,  and  a  variety  of  other 
"  ravenous  beafts  calling  to  and  anfwering  each 
"  other  ;  the  different  fexes,  by  this  means, 
•'  perhaps,  finding  out,  and  correfponding  with 
"  their  mates  -,  thefe  founds  awfully  broke  in 
"  upon  the  folitude,  and  deftroyed  the  ideas  of 
"  the  fafety  we  fought  for  by  travelling  at  this 
"  feafon. 

"  We  did  not  always  take  ftages  of  the  fame 
"  length,  for  when  under  the  apprehenfion  of 
"  danger,  we  travelled  through  all  the  by-paths 
"  that" were  known  to  our  conductors,  without 
"  refting,  fometimes  twelve  or  fifteen  hours  to- 
"  gether  •,  but  an  ordinary  days  journey,  ex- 
"  clufive  of  the  time  taken  up  in  making  ob- 
"  fervations,  feldcm  exceeded  eight  or  nine 
"  hours. 

"  We  conftantly  rofe  at  break  of  day,  and  fct- 
"  ting  forward  with  the  fun,  travelled  till  the 
"  middle  of  the  afternoon,  when  we  began  to 
"  look  out  for  the  encampments  of  the  Arabs ; 
"  who,  to  prevent  fuch  parties  as  ours  coming 
"  to  live  upon  them,  chufe  fuch  places  as  are 
"  leaft  conl'picuous  :  and  indeed,  unlefs  we  dif- 
"  covered  the  fmoke  of  their  tents,  heard  the 
"  barking  of  their  dogs,  or  obferved  fome  of 
"  their  flocks,  it  was  with  difficulty,  we  were 
"  able  to  find  them,  and"  all  our  labour  was 
"  frequently  ineffectual. 

"  When  we  came  up  with  them,  we  were 
'-'  accommodated,  as  I  have  already  faid,  for 
"  one  night,  and  if  in  travelling  the  next  day 
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"  A  new  repaft,  or  an  untafted  fpring, 
"  We  bleft  her  ftars,  and  thought  it  luxury, 

Addison. 

"  In  the  Holy  Land,  and  upon  the  Ifthmus 
between  Egypt  and  the  Red  Sea,  our  con- 
ductors cannot  be  too  numerous  -,  but  in 
Barbary,  where  the  Arabs  are  under  great 
fubje&ion,  I  was  rarely  attended  by  more 
than  three  Spahees  and  a  fervant,  all  of  us 
well  armed  :  though  we  were  fometimes  ob- 
liged to  augment  our  numbers,  particularly 
when  we  travelled  among  the  independant 
Arabs  on  the  frontiers  of  the  neighbouring 
kingdoms,  or  when  two  contigious  clans  were 
at  variance  ;  thefe  and  the  freebooters  make 
no  fcruple  of  robbing,  plundering,  and  mur- 
thering,  not  only  Arrangers,  but  one  ano- 
ther. 

"  The  beft  method  to  prevent  falling  into  their 
hands,  is  for  a  traveller  to  be  always  drefied  in 
the  habit  of  the  country,  or  like  one  of  the 
Spahees.  For  the  Arabs  are  jealous  and  in- 
quifitive,  fufpe&ing  every  ftranger  to  be  a 
fpy,  and  fent  to  take  a  furvey  of  thofe  lands, 
which,  at  one  time  or  other,  they  are  taught 
to  fear  will  be  reftored  to  the  Chriftians. 
"  I  cannot  here  help  obferving,  that  a  travel- 
ler can  fcarce  fail  of  falling  into  a  ferious  train 
of  thought,  when  he  obferves  fuch  large 
fcenes  of  ruin  and  defolation  as  are  feen  in 
thefe  countries.  He  is  ftruck  with  the  foli- 
tude of  the  few  domes  and  porticoes  that  are 
left  ftanding,  which  hiftory  tells  him  were 
once  crowded  with  inhabitants:  where  Syphax* 
and  Mafinifla,  Scipio  and  Casfar  ;  where  the 
Orthodox  Chriftians  and  the  Arians,  the  Sa- 
racens and  the  Turks  have  in  their  turns  gi- 
ven laws. 

"  Every  pile,  every  heap  of  ruins  points  out 
to  him  the  weaknefs  and  inftability  of  all  hu- 
man art  and  contrivance,  reminding  him  of 
the  many  thoufands  that  lie  buried  below, 
now  loft  in  oblivion,  and 
world. 

"  Two  of  the  moft  confiderable  diftricts  of 
that  part  of  Africa,  which  latter  ages  have 
diftinguifhed  by  the  name  of  Barbary,  are 
the  kingdoms  of  Algiers,  and  Tunis. 
"  The  former  is  bounded  on  the  north  by 
the  Mediterranean  Sea  ;  on  the  eaft,  by  the 
river  Zaine,  the  ancient  Tufca,  which  fepa- 
rates  it  from  Tunis  ;  on  the  fouth,  by  the 
Sahara,  or  defart  ;  on  the  weft,  by  the  village 
of  Twunt  and  the  mountains  of  Trara,  which 
feperate  it  from  Morocco. 
"  According  to  the  exaifteft  obfervations  I 
could  make,  I  find,  its  true  length  from 
Twunt  to  Tabarka,  to  be  four  hundred  and 
fixty  miles,  it  extending  from  16  minutes  weft 
longitude  from  London,  to  the  river  Zaine 
in  9  degrees  16  minutes  eaft.  To  the 
weft  it  is  generally  about  fixty  miles  broad  : 
and  the  eaftern  part  is  no  where  lefs  in 
breadth  than  one  hundred  miles. 

"  This 
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"  This  country  is  at  prefent  divided  into  three 
"  provinces,  that  of  Tlemfan  to  the  weft  •,  the 
"  province  of  Titterie  to  the  ibuth,  and  of  Con- 
"  ftantia  to  the  eaft  of  Algiers.  Each  of  thefe 
"  provinces  is  governed  by  a  Bey  or  Viceroy,  ap- 
"  pointed  and  removed  at  pleafure  by  the  Dey 
"  Algiers. 

"  The  remarkable  chain  of  hills  which  Geo- 
"  graphers  fometimcs  place  between  this  coun- 
"  try  and  the  Sahara,  and  others  within  the  do- 
"  minion?  of  Algiers,  I  take  to  be  a  continua- 
"  tion  of  Mount  Atlas,  though  they  are  not  fo 
"  hio-h  as  they  are  reprefented  by  the  ancients  ; 
"  for  thofe  parts  of  them  which  I  have  feen, 
"  are  rarely  equal  to  fome  of  the  moft  lofty 
"  mountains  in  our  ifland  ;  and  I  queftion  whe- 
"  ther  they  are  any  where  fo  high  as  the  Alps 
"  or  the  Appenines. 

"  If  you  form  the  idea  of  a  number  of  hills, 
"  ufually  of  the  perpendicular  height  of  four, 
"  five,  or  fix  hundred  yards,  with  ah  eafyafcent, 
"  adorned  with  groves  of  fruit  and  foreft  trees, 
'•  rifincr  fucceffively  one  behind  another,  with 
"  here  and  there  a  rocky  precipice,  and  place 
"  upon  its  fide  or  its  fummit,  a  village  or  Ka- 
"  byles,  encompafied  with  a  mud  wall,  you  will 
"  have  a  juft  and  lively  idea  of  one  of  thefe 
"  mountains,  and  you  will  have  no  occafion  to 
"  heighten  the  picture,  with  the  imaginary  noc- 
"  turnal  fiayies,  the  melodious  founds,  or  the 
"  lafcivious  revels  of  the  fictitious  beings  attri- 
"  buted  to  them  by  the  ancients. 

"  Twunt  and  the  mountains  of  Trara,  are  the 
"  weftern  confines  of  the  province  of  Tlemfan, 
"  as  the  river  Ma-faffran,  at  near  two  hundred 
"  miles  diftance,  bounds  it  to  the  eaft.  This 
"  province  is  almoft  equally  diltributed  into 
"  mountains  and  valleys. 

"  Twunt  the  frontier  village  of  the  Algerines 
"  to  the  fea,  is  fituated  about  four  leagues  to 
"  the  fouth-weft  of  Cape  Hone,  and  defended  by 
"  a  fmall  fort.  This  Cape  is  the  largeft  and  one 
"  of  the  moft  confpicuous  promontories  to  the 
"  eaftward  of  the  river  Malva  or  Mcliooia. 

"  At  fome  diftance  from  the  above  Cape  is 
"  the  river  Tafna,  on  the  weftern  banks  of 
"  which,  almoft  contiguous  to  the  fea,  are  the 
"  ruins  of  the  ancient  Siga,  once  a  royal  city 
"  of  the  Numidian  Kings. 

"  The  firft  town  on  the  coaft  of  any  note,  is 
"  the  city  of  Warran,  commonly  called  Oran ; 
"  which  is  about  a  mile  in  circumference,  and 
"  fituated  on  a  declivity  near  the  foot  of  a 
"  mountain,  on  the  fummit  of  which  are  two 
"  caftles. 

"  Within  lei's  than  half  a  furlong  of  this 
"  mountain,  is  another  caftle  in  a  fituation 
"  fomewhat  higher  than  the  two  former  -,  but  a 
"  iarge  vale  lying  between  them,  -their  refpec- 
"  tive  ridges  are  fo  remarkably  difunited,  as  to 
"  form  a  convenient  land  mark  for  mari- 
"  ners. 

"  To  the  fouth  and  fouth-eaft  are  two  other 
"  caftles  erected  upon  the  fame  level  with  the 
"  lower  part  of  the  town,  but  feparated  from  it 
"  by  a  deep  winding  valley,  which  may  be  con- 
"  fidered  as  a  natural  trench  to  the  fouth  fide 
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of  the  city.  In  the  upper  part  of  this  valley 
is  a  fpring  of  excellent  water  above  a  foot  in 
diameter,  which  forming  a  rivulet,  adaps  its 
courfe  to  the  feveral  winding  of  the  valley, 
and  paffing  under  the  walls  of  the  city,  plen- 
tifully fupplies  it  with  water. 
"  At  every  opening  of  this  valley  we  fee 
fuch  a  confuted  view  of  precipices,  plantati- 
ons of  orange  trees,  and  rills  of  water  trick- 
ling down  from  the  rocks,  as  appears  ex- 
tremely delightful ;  for  nature  rarely  difplays 
filch  a  variety  of  profpects  and  cool  retreats. 
Near  this  fine  fpring  is  another  caftle,  which 
is  alio  an  important  defence  to  the  city. 
"  Three  of  thefe  caftles  are  regular  polygons  : 
but  the  other  two  •,  that  is,  the  higheft  upon 
the  ridge,  and  the  eaftermoft  of  thofe  before 
the  town,  are  of  adifferent  form,  and  built  like 
our  old  Englifn  caftles  with  battlements  and 
loop-holes. 

"  The  city  of  Orari  has  only  two  gates,  both 
of  which  open  into  the  valley.  The  Gate  of  the 
Sea,  the  name  given  to  that  neareft  to  the  port, 
has  a  large  fquare  tower  erected  over  it,  which 
upon  occafion,  might  be  converted  into  a  fort. 
"  Adjoining  to  the  upper  gate,  called'  the 
Gate  of  Tlemfan,  is  an  oblong  battery  •,  and 
the  citadel  railed  on  the  higheft  part  of  the 
city  towards  the  north-weft,  has  all  its  angles 
mounted  with  cannon,  while  the  lower  and 
oppofite  corner  towards  the  north-eaft  is  de- 
fended by  a  regular  baftion. 
"  The  Spaniards  on  their  taking  this  city, 
built  feveral  beautiful  churches  and'  other 
edifices  in  the  Roman  ftyle,  but  of  left 
ftrength  and  folidity,  and  have  alio  imitated 
them  in  carving  upon  the  friezes,  and  other 
convenient  places,  inferiptions  in  large  cha- 
racters in  their  own  language. 
"  Three  Roman  miles  from  Oran  is  Arzew, 
the  ancient  Arfenaria,  behind  which  the 
country  extends  in  rich  champain  grounds; 
but  on  the  other  fide  we  look  down  upon  the 
fea,  from  precipices  that  are  a  natural  fafe- 
guard  to  the  city.  Yet  the  water  at  prefent 
ufed  by  the  inhabitants,  is  drawn  from  wells 
below  the  precipices,  that  appear  as  old  as 
the  city  -,  but  this  water  being  beneath  the 
furface  of  the  fea  is  brackifh  :  however,  to 
procure  the  advantages  of  frefh  water,  the 
city  was  built  on  cifterns  cut  in  the  rock,  in 
order  to  collect  that  which  fell  in  rain.  But 
though  thefe  ftill  fublift,  they  are  converted 
to  a  very  different  ufe,  and  ferve  the  inhabi- 
tants as  caves  to  dwell  in. 
"  Among  the  ruins  of  the  ancient  city  are 
fcattered  leveral  capitals,  bales,  and  fhafts  of 
columns  ;  a  well  wrought  Corinthian  capital 
of  Parian  marble  fupports  a  fmith's  anvil  ; 
and  in  the  Cadi's  houfe  I  accidentally  difco- 
vered  a  beautiful  Mofaic  pavement,  through 
the  rents  of  a  ragged  carpet  fpread  over  it. 
There  is  here  alio  a  fepulchral  chamber  fif- 
teen feet  fquare,  built  plain  without  niches 
or  any  other  ornaments  ;  though  on  the  walls 
are  feveral  Latin  inferiptions  in  Roman  capi- 
tals. 

"  Five 
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"  Five  miles  to  the  fouthward  of  Arzew  is 
"  a  large  fpace  of  ground  full  of  pits,  from 
"  which  the  neighbouring  people  are  fupplied 
"  with  fait.  This  commodity  from  the  facility 
"  of  digging  it,  and  the  fhortnefs  of  carriage  to 
"  the  adjacent  port,  would,  under  any  other  go- 
"  vernmcnt,  be  an  invaluable  branch  of  trade, 
''  the  pits  being  inexhauftible. 

"  Thefe  falc  pits  take  up  an  area  of  about 
"  fix  miles  in  compafs,  furrounded  with  moun- 
"  tains.  In  winter  this  (pace  appears  like  a 
"  lake  i  but  in  fummer  the  water  is  exhaled  by 
"  the  heat  of  the  fun,  and  the  fait  left  behind 
"  criftalized. 

"  Five  miles  to  the  eaft  of  Arzew  we  paffed 
"  by  two  galley  ports,  under  fome  fteep  rocky 
"  cliffs,  one  of  which  opens,  towards  a  place  cal- 
"  ed  Muftigannim,  and  the  other  towards  Ar- 
"  zew.  Both  feem  to  have  been  under  the 
"  protection  of' a  fort  fuuated  above  them,  that 
"  was  formerly  fupplied  with  water  from  an  ad- 
"  jacent  mountain,  by  a  conduit  that  might  be 
"  eafily  repaired  for  uie. 

"  The  next  town  to  which  we  came  was  Mafa- 
"  gran,  or  Mazachran,  an  inconfiderable  place, 
"  encompailed  by  mud  walls,  and  fituated  upon 
"  the  weftern  declivity  of  a  range  of  hills,  with- 
"  in  a  furlong  of  the  lea. 

"  In  travelling  between  this  place  and  Muf- 
*'  tygannim  we  were  entertained  with  the  pro- 
"  fpeel  of  a  number  of  orchards,  gardens  and 
"  country  feats,  ranged  in  a  beautiful  variety 
"  along  the  fhore. 

"  Achainof  hills  bounds  them  to  thefouth  and 
"  fouth-eaft,  which  not  only  intercepts  the 
"  noxious  winds  from  thefe  plantations  ;  but 
"  every  where  breaks  out  in  fountains  to  che- 
"  rifh  them  during  the  hotter  feafons. 

"  Near  it  is  the  city  of  Muftigannim,  which 
"  was  once  an  epifcopal  fee,  when  this  country 
"  was  in  the  poffeffion  of  the  Christians.  This 
"  laft  place  is  bigger  than  Oran,  and  built  in 
"  form  of  a  theatre,  with  a  full  profpeft  of  the 
"  Mediterranean  •,  but  on  every  other  fide  is 
"  enclofed  up  by  a  circular  range  of  hills  that 
"  hang  over  it. 

"  The  inhabitants  have  a  tradition  that  the 
"  pre  fen  t  city  was  compofed  of  feveral  contigu- 
"  ous  villages,  and  fome  vacant  fpaces  between 
"  the  ftreets  feem  to  confirm  this  opinion.  In 
"  the  midft  of  the  city,  near  one  of  thefe  vacant 
"  fpaces,  are  the  remains  of  an  old  Moorilh 
"  caftie,  which  from  its  form  feems  to  have  been 
"  erected  before  the  invention  of  fire  arms. 

"  The  northweft  corner  of  Muftigannim, 
"  which  overlooks  the  port,  is  furrounded  by  a 
"  ftrong  wall  of  hewn  ftone,  and  has  another 
"  caftie  built  in  a  more  regular  manner,  with 
"  a  Turkiih  garrifon  for  its  defence  •,  but  the 
"  city  being  too  much  expofed  to  any  body  of 
"  men  that  might  lodge  themfelves  on  the  hills 
"  behind  it,  its  principal  ftrength  lies  in  the  ci- 
"  tadal  ere&ed  upon  one  of  thofe  eminencies, 
"  which  has  a  full  command  of  the  city  and 
"  country  around  it. 

"  The  good  mafonry  and  beauty  ftill  fo  ob- 
"  fervable  in  fome  walls  and  a  caftie  to  the  north 
"  weft,  render  it  probable,  that  they  formerly 


"  belonged  to  fome  Roman  fabric  •,  but  I  did 
"  not  meet  with  any  thing  that  had  the  appear- 
"  ancfeof  the  ancient  architecture. 

"  However,  both  Muftigannim  and  Mafa- 
"  gran  are  fo  copioufiy  fupplied  with  water,  fo 
"  commodioufly  fituated  with  regard  to  the  fer- 
"  tile  and  extenfive  downs  behind  them,  and 
"  enjoy  fuch  a  delightful  profpect  of  the  fea  and 
"  its  coaft,  that  they  feem  ftations  too  valuable 
"  ro  be  neglected  by  the  Romans,  and  it  is 
"  probable  that  here  was  the  city  of  Cartenna. 

"  Three  leagues  to  the  north-eaft  is  a  heap  of 
"  ruins  enclofed  by  a  fountain  of  excellent  wa- 
"  ter,  near  which  a  bloody  battle  is  faid  to  have 
"  been  fought,  in  which  the  weaker  party  were 
"  all  put  to  the  fword  ;  whence  this  place  is 
"  called  Kulmeeta,  or  All  Dead  :  and  three 
•'  miles  to  the  northweft  of  this  place,  is  the 
"  mouth  of  the  Shelliff,  the  moft  confiderable 
"  river  in  the  Kingdom. 

"  Farther  to  the  eaft-north-eaft,  at  a  fmall 
"  diftance  from  the  fea,  is  Tnifs  or  Tennis, 
"  which  though  in  a  low  dirty  fituarion,  was  be- 
"  fore  the  conquefts  of  the  Barbaroflse,  the  rne- 
"  tropolis  of  one  of  the  petty  Kingdoms  of  this 
"  country.  It  has  now  only  a  few  miferable 
"  houfes,  with  a  little  brook  winding  by  them  j 
"  but  it  has  been  long  famous  for  the  great 
"  quantity  of  corn  fhipped  off  from  thence  to 
"  Chriftendom. 

"  The  Moors  have  a  tradition  that  the  Tnif- 
"  fans  were  formerly  in  fuch  reputation  for  for- 
"  eery,  that  Pharaoh  lent  for  the  wifeft  of  them 
"  to  difpute  miracles  with  Mofes,  and  they  are 
"  ftill  the  greateft  cheats  of  all  this  country. 

"  Farther  to  the  eaftward  is  the  city  of  Sher- 
"  fhell,  where  the  inhabitants  are  famous  for 
"  making  earthen  veffels,  fteel,  and  fuch  iron 
"  ware  as  are  in  demand  among  the  neighbour- 
"  ing  Kabyles  and  Arabs.  It  confifts  of  low 
"  tiled  houfes,  and  is  a  mile  in  circuit  :  but 
"  was  once  much  larger,  and  the  feat  of  one  of 
"  the  petty  Kings  of  the  country. 

"  This  town  is  fituated  amidft  the  ruins  of  a 
"  city  that  was  not  much  inferior  to  Carthage 
"  in  extent.  Thefe  ruins  are  a  proof  of  its  fbr- 
"  mer  magnificence  ;  for  they  abound  with  fine 
"  capitals,  columns,  capacious  cifterns,  and 
"  beautiful  Mofaic  pavements. 

"  The  water  of  the  river  Hafhem,  as  it  is 
"  now  called,  was  conveyed  thither  through  a 
"■  large  and  noble  aqueduct,  little  inferior  to 
"  flirt  of  Carthage,  in  the  loftinefs  and  ftrength 
"  of  its  arches,  feveral  of  the  fragments  of 
"  which  fcattered  among  the  neighbouring 
"  mountains  and  valleys  are  inconteftible  proofs 
"  of  the  grandeur  and  beauty  of  the  work. 

"  There  are  likewife  two  other  conduits, 
"  brought  from  the  mountains  to  the  fouth  and 
"  fouth-weft  -,  thefe  ftill  fubfift,  and  as  they 
"  furnilh  Sherfhell  with  excellent  water,  while 
"  that  of  the  wells  is  brackifh,  they  may  juftly 
"  be  confidered  as  two  ineftimable  legacies  lefc 
"  to  this  place  by  the  ancients. 

"  The  fituation  of  this  place  was  nobly  a- 
"  dapted  to  ftrength  and  beauty.  It  was  fe- 
"  cured  from  the  encroachments  of  the  fea  by 
"  a  ftrong  wall  near  forty  feet  high,  fupported 

«  by 


652 


DOCTOR     SHAW's    TRAVELS 


by  buttreffes  and  winding  near  two  miles  a- 
long  the  feveral  creeks  of  the  fea  more. 
"  for  two  furlongs  within  this  wall  the  city 
was  on  a  level,  and  afterwards  rofe  gradually 
for  thefpace  of  a  mile  to  a  considerable  height, 
extending  over  a  variety  of  little  hills  and 
valleys. 

"  One  of  the  principal  gates  on  the  land  fide, 
placed  about  a  furlong  below  the  fummit  of 
thele  hills,  leads  to  the  rugged  mountains  of 
the  Beni  Menaffer  ;  and  of  the  two  others 
near  the  fhore,  that  to  the  weftward  lies  under 
the  made  of  the  high  mountains  of  the  Beni 
Yifrah,  while  the  eaftern  gate  opens  towards 
;  the  mountainous  diftricf.  of  Shenooah. 

"  This  place  from  many  circumftances,  evi- 
;  dently  appears  to  have  been  the  Julia  C^fa- 
'  ria  of  the  Romans,  which  was  the  fee  of  a 
;  bifhop. 

"  The  inhabitants  have  a  tradition  that  the 
'  whole  city  was  deftroyed  by  an  earthquake, 
'  and  that  the  port,  which  was  formerly  large 
'  and  commodious,  was  reduced  to  its  prefcnt 
'  miferable  condition,  from  the  arfenal  and  the 
'  other  adjacent  buildings  being  thrown  into  it 
'  by  the  fhork. 

"  The  cothon,  which  had  a  communication 
'  with  the  weflern  part  of  the  port,  affords  a 
'  proof  of  the  truth  of  this  tradition,  for  when 
'  the  lea  is  low  and  calm,  we  difcover  all  over 
'  the  area  maffy  pillars,  and  pieces  of  great 
■  wall  that  can  fcarcely  be  conceived  to  come 
'  there  by  any  other  way,  than  by  fome  fuch 
'  violent  concuflions. 

"  Indeed  no  place  could  be  better  contrived 
;'  for  the  convenience  and  fafety  of  their  veffels 
;<  than  this  cothon, which  was  fifty  yards  fquare, 
"  and  in  every  part  fecure  from  the  wind,  the 
"  fwell  and  the  current  of  the  fea,  which  are 
"  troublefome  enough  in  the  port. 

"  The  founders  art  and  ingenuity  in  fupply- 
"  it  with  water  cannot  be  Efficiently  admirtd. 
"  For  this  purpofe,  feveral  floors  and  pave- 
"  ments  of  terrafs  and  Mofaic  work  were  laid 
"  upon  an  eminence,  forming  the  northern 
'*  mound  of  the  port  and  the  cothon,  in  which 
"  the  rain  water  was  received  as  it  fell,  and 
"  thence  conveyed  by  means  of  fome  fmall 
"  conduits,  into  an  cvel  ciftern  capable  of  con- 
"  taining  many  thoufand  tons  of  water. 

"  This  port  is  nearly  of  a  circular  form,  two 
"  hundred  yards  in  diameter  •,  but  that  part  of 
"  it  which  was  formerly  moft  fecure,  is  now 
"  filled  up  by  a  fand  bank,  that  is  daily  en- 
"  creafing. 

"  The  country  about  the  city  is  extremely 
"  fertile,  and  exceedingly  well  watered  by  feve- 
;<  ral  brooks  ;  on  the  bank  of  one  of  them  is  an 
:'  old  ruined  town  under  a  high  rocky  preci- 
"  pice  ;  and  at  fome  diftance  near  thefe  foun- 
'  tains  the  Algerines  have  a  fortrefs,  in  which 
;'  is  a  garrifon  of  Moors  and  Arabs,  to  prevent 
'  the  incurfions  of  the  Beni  Menaffer.  Cer- 
'  tainly  nothing  can  be  more  entertaining  than 
'  the  variety  of  prolpects  every  where  to  be 
'  met  with  in  this  delightful  cointry. 

"  Five  miles  to  the  northward  of  this  fortrefs 
*  is  die  high  mountain  of  Shenooah,  which  ex- 


tends above  two  leagues  along  the  fhore,  and 
is  covered  to  its  very  fummit  with  a  fucceffion 
of  fine  plats  of  arable  land,  almoft  every  where 
hedged  in  with  fruit  trees. 
"  Having  palled  the  river  Gurmoat,  which  is 
formed  by  feveral  rills  of  water  that  fall  from 
this  mountain,  we  difcover  a  number  of  ftone 
coffins  of  an  oblong  figure,  and  a  little  far- 
ther to   the  eaft,  under  a  rifing  ground,  are 
the  ruins  of  Tefeffad   or   Tfeffad,  extending 
•  two  miles  along  the  fea  fhore,  but  the  breadth 
;  is  net  equal  to  one  third  part  of  the  length. 

"  Beth  at  this  place,  and  at  Sherfhell,  we 
'  fee  many  arches  and  walls  cf  brick,  of  a  kind 
'  not  commonly  found  in  other  parts  of  Bar- 
'  bary,  where  we  may  fuppcle  the  work  to  be 
'  Roman.  The  bricks  are  of  a  fine  pafte  and 
'  colour,  only  two  inches  and  a  half  thick,  but 
'  near  a  foot  Iquare. 

"  Tefeffad  is  fituated  thirteen  roi'esfromSher- 
'  fhell,  and  appears  to  have  been  the  ancient 
'  Tapfa,  which  was  the  fee  of  a  Bifhcp.  The 
'  coaft  all  along  from  this  place  ro  Algiers,  in 
'  fome  parts  for  the  breadth  of  two  or  three 
;'  k agues  together,  is  either  woody  or  moun- 
:'  tainous,  by  which  the  fine  plains  of  the  Mit- 
"  tijiah  behind  it,  are  fhekercd  from  the  nor- 
"  therly  brails  of  wind  from  the  fea. 

"  The  Kubber  Romeah,  or  Reman  Sepul- 
"  chre,  or  as  it  may  likewife  be  rendered,  The 
"  Sepulchre  of  the  Chriftian  Woman,  is  fitua- 
"  ted  on  the  mountainous  part  of  the  fea  coaft, 
"  feven  miles  from  Tefeffad,  and  is  a  folid  com- 
"  pact  edifice  ;  it  confifts  of  a  very  high  bafe, 
"  on  which  is  formed  a  kind  of  pyramid  of  fteps. 
"  This  ftructure,  which  is  built  cf  the  fineft 
"  free  ftone,  I  computed  to  be  an  hundred  feet 
"  in  height,  and  the  diameter  cf  the  bafe  ninety.  ' 

"  The  opinion  that  this  ftructure  was  erected 
"  over  a  large  treafure,  has  caufed  feveral  parts 
"  of  it  to  be  broken  down  ;  however,  it  is  ftill 
"  of  a  fufficient  height  to  be  a  convenient  land 
"  mark  for  mariners.  This  appears  to  be  the 
monument  built  by  Mela  for  the  royal  family 


of  the  Numidian  Kings. 
"  We  fhall  now 


examine  the  fouthern  parts 
of  this  province,  and  fhall  begin  with  the  city 
of  Tremefen,  or  according  to  the  pronuncia- 
tion of  the  Moors  and  Arabs,  Tlemfan,  or 
Telemfan. 

"  It  is  iituated  upon  a  rifing  ground  below  a 
range  of  reeky  precipices,  upon  the  firft  ridge 
of  which  is  a  long  narrow  piece  of  level 
ground*,  watered  by  many  fprings,  which 
uniting  their  ftreams,  fall  in  a  variety  of  cal  • 
cades  in  their  approach  to  Tlemfan  -,  the  we-ft- 
ermoft  of  thele  rivulets  turning  a  variety  of 
mills.  In  the  city  is  a  large  rdervoir  of  wa- 
ter, conducted  thither  by  a  fubterraneous 
channel,  and  from  thence  the  ufual  demands 
of  the  city  are  fupplied  -,  for  which  pur- 
pofe the  water  is  conducted  from  thence  to  the 
caftle,  the  mofques,  and  other  places. 
"  In  the  weft  part  of  the  city  is  a  fquare  ba- 
fon  of  Moorifh  workmanfhip  two  hundred 
yards  long,  and  about  half  as  broad,  in  which, 
according  to  a  tradition  of  the   inhabitants, 

the  diverfion  of 
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the  Kings  of  Tlemfan  took 
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"  failing)  while  their  fubjedts  were  at  the  fame 
•'  time  taught  the  art  of  navigation  :  but  this 
probably  defigned  rather  as  a  re- 
'  fervoir  in  cafe  of  a  fiege,  and  to  preferve  at 
■'  all  other  times  a  quantity  pf  water  fufficicnt 
;'  to  refrefh  the  great  number  of  fine  gardens 
"  and  plantations  below  it. 

"  Molt  of  the  walls  of  Tlemfan  are  compofed 
"  of  a  mortar  made  of  land,  lime  and  final]  peb- 
"  bles,  which  being  well  tempered  and  wrought 
"  together,  form  a  fubftanee  that  has  all  the 
"  ftrength  and  folidity  of  itone. 

"  Tlemfan  was  formerly  divided  into  diftinct 
'•  wards  or  partitions,  in  order,  perhaps,  the 
"  better  to  put  a  ftop  to  any  inteftine  commo- 
"  tion,  or  to  prolong  a  fiege.  There  were  two 
"  of  thefe  divifions  in  the  time  of  Edreli,  each 
"  of  which  might  be  confidered  as  a  diftincl 
"  city  •,  it  being  of  a  fquare  or  oblong  figure, 
"  enclofed  by  a  wall  of  the  fame  itruclure  with 
"  that  of  the  city;  but  about  the  year  1670, 
"  Harlan,  Dey  of  Algiers,  laid  molt  of  the  city 
"  in  ruins,  as  a  puniihment  for  the  difaffeclion 
"  of  the  inhabitants. 

'•   The  ancient  Tlemfan  was  about  four  miles 
'    round  ;   but  at  prefent  there  is  not  above  one 
<c  fixth  part   of  it   remaining.      Among  thefe 
"  ruins  we   meet  with  feveral  fhafts  of  pillars, 
"  and  other  fragments  of  Roman  antiquities  ; 
'*  and  in  the  walls   of  an  old  mofque,  I   law  a 
"  number  of  altars  dedicated  to  the  Dii  Manes. 
"  In  the  village  of  Hubbed,  a  mile  to   the 
"  eaftward   of  Tlemfan,  is  the    tomb   of  Sedi 
"  Boumaidian,  which  is  vifited  by  all  the  neigh- 
"  bouring  people   with    the  greateft  devotion. 
"  At  the  lame  diftance  to  the  weilwafd  was 
"  the  city  of  Manfourah,  which  at  prefent  has 
"  neither   houfe  nor    inhabitant,     though     the 
"  greateft  part  of  the.  wall,  which  is  built  in  the 
"  fame  manner  as  that  of  Tlemfan,   is   ftill  re- 
"  maining,  and  enclofes  an  area  of  two  miles  in 
"  compafs,  above  half  of  it  arable  land.     Near 
"  the  centre  of  this   area  is   a  fountain,  and  a 
"  high  -beautiful  tower  •,    but  the  mofque  which 
"  belonged  to  it  has  undergone  the  fate  of  the 
"  other  buildings. 

"  The  plains  of  Zeidoure  begin  at  the  river 
"  Iffer,  below  Tlemfan,  and  extend  themfelves 
"  through  a  beautiful  interchange  of  hills  and 
"  valleys,  to  the  diftance  of  thirty  miles  :  this 
"  delightful  diftridt,  watered  by  a  number  of 
"  fprings  and  rivulets,  is  cultivated  by  two  nu- 
"  merous  clans  of  Arabs,  named  Welled  Zeire, 
"  and  Haifa. 

"  About  the  middle  of  this  tract,  is  a  high 
"  pointed  precipice,  called  the  Pinnacle  of  the 
"  Ravens,  with  a  branch  of  the  Sinan  running 
"  below  it.  This  river  waters  a  piece  of 
"  ground  on  which  formerly  ftood  a  city  of  the 
"  fame  name,  thirty-two  miles  to  the  northward 
"  of  Tlemfan. 

"  Near  this  river,  I  was  fhewn  the  place  where 
.  "  Barbaroffa  ftrewed  about  his  treafure  •,  his 
"  laft,  but  fruitlefs  effort  to  retard  the  purfuit 
"  of  his  enemies.  Upon  an  eminence  on' the 
"  other  fide  of  the  river  is  a  Moorifh  fancluary, 
"  inhabited  by  feveral  religious. 

"  Eight  miles  to  the  fouthward  ofMuftygan- 
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nim  is  El  Callah,  the 
country  for  carpets.     It  is 
trived  town,  built  on  an  eminence  of  a  chain 
of  other  mountains. 

"  Around  it  are  feveral  villages  of  the  fame 
name,  and  in  a  like  lituation,  all  of  them  em- 
ployed in  the  fame  manufacture.  It  is  de- 
fended by  a  citadel  and  garrifon,  and  from 
fome  large  (tones  and  pieces  of  marble  that 
are  here  and  there  to  he  met  with,  we  have 
fome  reafon  to  believe  it  was  formerly  a  city 
of  the  Romans,  perhaps  the  Gitlui  or  the 
Apfer  of  Ptolemy. 

"  In  a  fine  plain,  five  leagues  to  the  fouth- 
weft  of  El  Callah,  is  the  town  of  Mafcar, 
which  confifts  of  a  confiderable  number  of 
houfes  built  with  mud  walls  :  it  has  feveral 
lefler  villages  in  its  neighbourhood,  and  a 
little  fort,  to  prevent  any  fudden  revolt  of 
the  Arabs ;  but  it  is  not  allowed  to  have  a 
Turkifh  garrifon. 

"  Ninety  miles  to  the  eaftward  of  Tlemfan  are 
the  ruins  of  Tagadempt,  a  large  city  fituated 
between  the  riv&rs  Mina  and  Archew  •,  but 
abandoned  a  few  years  ago  by  the  the  Arabs, 
who  have,  as  ufual,  taken  care  to  leave  us 
feveral  marks  of  their  own  humility  and  ig- 
;  norance  in  architecture,  by  defacing  or  pull- 
■  ing  down  whatever  was  beautiful  and  magni- 

•  ficent  in  the  buildings  of  their  anceftors. 

"  Six  leagues  to  the  eaft  of  Tagadempt  are 
;  the  ruins  of  Meratte,  and  two  leagues  far- 
;  ther  are  thofe  of  Loho.  The  fertile  country 
'  below  the  parallel  of  the  place  where  the  laft- 
'  mentioned  city  formerly  ltood,  is  cultivated 
'  by  the  Sweede  or  Swidde,  the  molt  powerful 
'  tribe  of  Arabs  in  this  province.     The  name 

*  fignifies  black,  and,  I  am  told,  was  occafion- 
'  ed  by  a  ftandard  of  that  colour  formerly  dif- 
'  played  in  their  marches  and  battles.  They 
'  pay  no  taxes,  and  ferve  the  Algerines  only  as 
'  volunteers. 

"  Seven  miles  farther  are  the  ruins  of  Mejid- 
'  dah,  formerly  a  Roman  Ration,  feated  upon 
;c  a  rifing  ground,  with  the  river  Shelliff  below 
"  it  ■,  and  at  fome  diftance  on  the  banks  of  the 
"  fame  river,  are  the  ruins  of  Memon  and  Si- 
"  naab,  formerly  two  contiguous  cities,  and 
"  the  fee  of  a  Bifhop.  The  latter,  which  I 
"  judged  to  be  three  miles  in  circuit,  feems  to 
"  have  been  by  far  the  moft  confiderable  •,  but 
"  the  only  remains  now  to  be  feen,  are  large 
"  pieces  of  walls,  and  feveral  capacious  cifterns. 

"  El  Khadarah,  according  to  Edrifi,  the  an- 
"  cient  Chadra,  which  was  the  fee  of  a  bifhop, 
"  is  the  next  remarkable  place  in  this  fituation. 
"  It  is  likewife  feated  on  a  rifing  ground  on  the 
"  banks  of  the  Shelliff,  and  is  equal  to  Sinaah 
"  in  the  extent  of  its  ruins. 

"  A  range  of  mountains  rifing  from  the  op- 
"  pofite  banks  of  the  Shelliff,  fhelter  it  from  the 
"  north  winds,  while  two  other  mountains,  at 
"  a  mile's  diftance,  fronting  it  from  the  fouth, 
"  fupply  the  beautiful  little  plain  they  indole, 
"  with  a  plentiful  rill  of  water. 

"  A  few  paces  to  the  eaft  of  the  ruins  of 
"  Chadra  are  the  remains  of  a  large  ftone  bridge, 
"  perhaps  the  only  one  ever  built  over  the  Shel- 

*1  lift", 
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"  lifF,  notwithftanding  the  inconveniences  which 
"  travellers  are  fometimes,  in  winter,  obliged 
"  to  fuffer,  by  waiting  a  month  together  on  its 
"  banks,  before  they  can  ford  it. 

"  On  an  eminence,  three  miles  from  the 
"  ruins  ofSinaab,  is  a  mud- walled  viibge  un- 
"  der  the  Turkifh  yoke,  named  Merjeja'h,  only 
"  remarkable  for  being  tinder  the  influence  and 
"  protection  of  a  family  of  Marabbutts,  the 
"  greateft  and  moft  powerful  of  this  country, 
"  who  have  fucceeded  from  father  to  ion  thro' 
"  a  number  of  ages. 

"Beni  Rafhid,  theBeni  Arax  of  modern  geo- 
"  graphers,  which  is  feated  eight  miles  from 
"  Merjejah,  is  in  much  the  fame  fituation.  It 
"  made  a  confiderable  figure  in  former  ages, 
"  and  had  a  citadel,  two  thoufand  houfes,  and 
'•  a  race  of  warlike  inhabitants,  that  command- 
"  ed  the  country  as  far  as  El  Callah  and 
"  Mafcar.  But  at  prefent  the  caftle  is  in 
"  ruins  ;  the  two  thoufand  houfes,  and  its 
"  large  territories  are  reduced  to  a  few  cot- 
"  tages,  and  its  inhabitants  are  become  co- 
"  wardly  and  timorous.  The  nature  of  the  foil 
"  is,  however,  ftill  the  fame,  and  is  famous 
"  for  producing  figs  and  other  fruit,  remarka- 
"  bly  large  and  delicate. 

"  Defcending  the  mountains  of  Beni  Rafhid, 
"  we  came  to  El  Herba,  formerly  a  Roman 
"  city,  fomething  more  than  a  mile  in  circuit, 
"  fituated  two  leagues  to  the  eaftward  of  the 
"  village  of  Beni  Rafhid.  Here  are  feveral  co- 
"  lumns  of  a  bluifh  coloured  marble,  of  good 
"  workmanfhip  •,  but  their  capitals,  which  are 
"  of  the  Corinthian  order,  are  much  defaced. 
"  Paffing  to  the  eaftward  over  a  fertile  plain, 
c'  through  which  the  river  Sheliff  pleafantly 
"  winds  its  ftream,  we  come  to  Maniana  or 
"  Maliana,  built  upon  a  mountain,  two  leagues 
"  from  El  Herba. 

"  This  city,  which  was  once  the  fee  of  a  bi- 
"  fhop,  has  at  a  diftance  the  appearance  of 
"  buildings  and  antiquities  •,  but  the  fatigue  of 
"  climbing  up  to  it,  is  poorly  recompenfed  by 
"  the  fight  of  only  a  fmall  village,  the  houfes  of 
"  which  are  covered  with  tiles  inflead  of  terrace, 
"  the  ufual  covering  of  buildings  in  this  coun- 
"  try.  Maliana  has,  however,  many  advan- 
"  tages  ;  it  being  well  watered,  furrounded  by 
"  a  number  of  pleafant  gardens  and  vineyards, 
"  and  commands  a  moft  delightful  and  exten- 
"  five  profpeft. 

"  Hither  the  devotees  of  Algiers,  Bleda,  and 
"  the  neighbouring  country  repair  in  the  fpring 
"  to'kifs  the  tomb  of  Sede  Youieph  the  tutelar 
"  faing  of  the  city. 

"  There  are  here  feveral  fragments  of  Ro- 
K  man  architecture  :  and  from  an  infeription, 
"  that  feems  to  relate  to  the  family  of  Pompey 
"  the  Great,  Marfhal's  fine  thought  on  their 
"  misfortunes,  receives  an  additional  beauty  ; 
"  on  our  finding  that  his  grandfon,  and  pro- 
"  bably  his  great  grandl&n  were  buried  in  fuch 
"  an  obfeure  place,  and  at  fuch  a  diftance  from 
"  their  ancestors. 

"  Eight  miles  to  the  eaft-north-eaft  of  Malia- 
"  na,  between  the  Shelliff  and  the  fea,  are  the 
"  baths  of  Mereega,  the  Aquas  Calidce  Colo- 


"  nia  of  the  ancients.  The  largeft  and  moil 
"  frequented  of  thefe  baths  is  a  bafon  twelve 
"  feet  fquare,  and  four  deep.  Here  the  water 
"  bubbles  up  with  a  degree  of  heat  juft  fup- 
"  portable,  and  hence  paffes  off  to  another 
"  fmallerciilern  ufed  by  the  Jews,  who  are  not 
"  allowed  to  bathe  in  company  with  the  Maho- 
"  metans. 

"  Both  thefe  baths  were  formerly  covered 
"  with  a  handfome  building  ;  but  they  are  now 
"  expofed  to  the  weather,  and  when  I  faw  them, 
"  were  half  full  of  ftones  and  rubbiih. 

"  A  great  concourie  of  people  are  ufually 
"  here  in  the  fpring,  the  feafon  of  thefe  waters, 
"  which  are  iuppolcdto  remove  rheumatic  pains, 
"  to  cure  the  jaundice,  and  to  alleviate  meft 
"  other  inveterate  ill  habits. 

"  Higher  up  the  hill  is  another  bath,  the  waj 
"  ter  of  which  being  of  too  intenle  a  heat  for 
"  bathing,  is  conveyed  through  a  long  pipe' 
"  into  another  room,  where  it  is  made  ufe  of 
"  in  an  operation  of  the  fame  nature  and  effect 
"  as  our  pumping. 

"  Eetween  this  and  the  lower  baths,  are  the 
"  ruins  of  a  Roman  town,  equal  in  Cizc  to  that 
"  of  El  Herba,  and  at  a  little  diiuincefrom  them, 
"  are  feveral  tombs  and  coffins  of  ftone,  fome 
"  of  which,  I  was  informed,  were  of  an  unufual 
"  bignefs. 

"  The  late  lieutenant  of  this  province  aflur- 
"  ed  me,  that  he  faw  a  thigh  bone  belonging  to 
"  them,  near  thirty-fix  inches  in  length :  but 
"  on  my  being  at  thefe  baths  half  a  year  after, 
"  I  could  not  receive  the  lead:  information 
"  about  it  •,  and  the  graves  and  coffins  that  fell 
"  under  my  oblervation,  were  only  of  the  ufual 
"  dimenfiuns. 

"  However,  the  people  of  this  and  other 
"  countries  are  full  of  ftories  and  traditions  of 
"  this  ftature  ;  which,  provided  thefe  fhould 
"  not  be  human  bones,  which  may  really  be 
"  the  cafe,  as  the  Africans  are  far  from  being 
"  nice  and  fkillful  obfervers,  we  may  poffibly 
"  account  for,  from  a  cuftom  I  have  fomewhere 
"  read  of  amon^  the  Goths  and  Vandals,  that 
"  might  pais  over  with  them  into  Africa,  of 
"  interring  the  horfe  with  his  rider,  and  the  ar- 
"  mour  of  the  latter  in  the  fame  grave  ;  and 
"  this  afiertion  is  confirmed  by  the  long  fwords 
"  with  handles  fhaped  like  crofies,  often  dug 
"  up  in  this  country. 

"  Thefe  baths  are  furrounded  by  a  fucceffion 
"  of  very  rugged  hills  and  deep  valleys,  each 
"  of  them  in  their  turn  very  difficult  and  dan- 
"  gerous  to  pafs  over. 

"  But  this  fatigue  and  danger  is  fufficiently 
"  recompenfed  by  our  being  af  cerwards  conduc- 
"  ted  through  the  rich  and  delightful  plains  of 
"  Mettijiah,  lying  beyond  them  to  the  north- 
"  ward,  which  are  fifty  miles  long  and  twenty 
"  broad,  every  where  well  watered  by  a  num.-  ■ 
"  of  Iprings  and  rivulets. 

"  Here  are  many  country-feats  of  the  prin- 
"  cipal  inhabitants  of  Algiers,  and  the  farms 
"  which  fupply  that  city  with  the  grearelt  part 
"  of  its  provifions  ;  for  here  grain  of  all  kinds, 
"  roots,  fruit,  pot-herbs  and  flax,  are  produced 
"  in  the  greateft  perfection. 

"  I  low- 
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"  However,  only  a  part  of  this  plain  proper- 
ly belongs  to  this  province,  the  reft,  which 
is  bounded  by  the  rivers  Mafafiran  and  Bud- 
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"  wowe,  being  claimed   by  the  fouthern    pro- 
"  vince,  of  which  I  am  now  to  give  a  defcrip- 


tion. 


CHAP. 


II. 


Account  of  that  Part  of  the  Mauritania  Cafarienfis,  at  prefent  called  the  Southern  Province '$ 
or  the  Province  of  "Titter ie  ;  with  a  Defer iption  of  the  city  of  Algiers.  Account  of  that 
Part  of  the  Mauritania  Ccefarienjis  and  Nu/nidia,  at  prefent  called  the  Eaftern  Provmce,  or 
the  Province  of  Conjlantina.  With  a  Defer  iption  of Bugia  or  Boujeiah,  Hippo,  Cirta  or 
Conflantina,  and  a  concife  account  of  the  Government  of  Agiers. 


TH  E  Southern    Province  of  Algiers, 
or  the  Province  of  Titterie,  which  is 
bounded  to  the  eaftward  by  the  river 
Booberak,  is   greatly  inferior   to  the  weftern 
in  extent,  it  being  icarce  lixty  miles  either  in 
length  or  breadth. 

"  The  feacoaft,  to  the  breadth  of  five  or  fix 
leagues,  is  chiefly  made  up  of  rich  champain 
ground  •,  behind  which  is  a  range  of  rugged 
mountains  that  run  almoft  in  a  direel  line 
through  a  great  part  of  the  province  ;  but 
beyond  them  are  extenfive  plains,  though 
none  of  them  are  equal  to  thofe  of  Metti- 
jiah. 

"  In  this  province  is  Algiers  the  Warlike, 
as  it  is  termed  by  the  Turks,  the  capital  of 
the  whole  kingdom  of  the  fame  name.  This 
place,  which  has  for  feveral  ages  braved  the 
refentment  of  the  greateft  powers  of  Chriften- 
dom,  is  not  above  a  mile  and  a  half  in  cir- 
cumference, though  it  is  faid  to  contain  one 
hundred  thoufand  Mahometans,  of  whom 
not  above  thirty  are  renegadoes,  fifteen  hun- 
dred Jews,  and  about  two  thoufand  Chriilian 
flaves. 

"  It  is  fituated  on  the  declivity  of  a  hill  face- 
ing  the  north  and  north-tad:  ;  the  houfes 
riling  fo  gradually  above  each  other,  that 
there  is  Icarce  one  in  the  whole  city  that  has 
not  a  view  of  the  feat  The  walls  are  how- 
ever weak,  and  incapable  of  defence,  except 
where  they  are  ftrengthened  by  additional 
fortifications. 

"  The  citadel,  which  is  built  upon  the  high- 
eft  part  of  the  city,  at  the  wellern  angle,  is 
of  an  oclogonal  figure,  and  each  of  the  fides 
in  view  has  port-holes  or  embrafures.  The 
north  angle,  near  which  is  the  Gate  of 
the  River,  and  the  fouth  angle  near  Bab  A- 
zoone,  are  each  guarded  with  a  fmall  baf- 
tion. 

"  The  New  Gate  between  Bab  Azoone  and 
the  citadel,  has  a  iquare  upright  battery,  and 
betwixt  the  citadel  and  the  Gate  of  the  Ri- 
ver, are  fome  jettings  out  of  the  wall,  with 
port-holes,  but  with  few  or  no  cannon.  The 
ditch,  which  formerly  furrounded  the  city,  is 
almoft  entirely  filled  up,  and  is  of  little  con- 
lequence. 

"  From  the  Gate  of  the  River  and  Bab  A- 
■  zoone  to  the  citadel,  the  diftance  each  way, 


is  about  three  furlongs,  in  an  afcent  of  fifteen 
or  twenty  degrees. 

"  Between  the  Gate  of  the  River,  and  a 
fandy  bay  that  lies  a  furlong  from  it  to  the 
north-weft  is  the  caftle  of  Sittcet  Ako-leet, 
for  the  mod:  part  built  in  a  regular  manner* 
and  very  capable  of  annoying  an  enemy,  both 
in  their  landing,  and  afterwards  lodging  them- 
felves  in  the  adjacent  plains  and  gardens. 
"  Half  a  mile  to  the  weft  of  Bab  Azoone  is 
the  Ain  Rebat,  where  there  is  alio  another 
fandy  bay  ;  between  which  and  Algiers  the 
road  is  more  narrow  and  rugged  than  at  the 
Gate  of  the  River,  though  in  the  narroweft 
part  of  it,  thirty  men  may  march  in  front. 
"  There  is  likewife  a  caftle  for  the  fecurity 
of  this  road,  but  it  is  inferior  .in  ftrength  and 
extent  to  that  of  Sitteet  Ako-leet.  Both 
thefe  bays  are  overlooked  by  a  ridge  of  hills 
lying  nearly  upon  a  level  with  the  citadel. 
"  Two  well  built  caftles  are  placed  here,  one 
of  which,  from  its  five  acute  angles,  called 
The  Caftle  of  the  Star,  is  within  a  furlong  of 
the  citadel,  aad  commands  the  fandy  bay  by 
the  Gate  of  the  River  -,  the  other  called  The 
Emperor's  Caftle,  at  the  diftaiice  of  half  a  mile 
has  a  full  command  of  the  Caftle  of  the  Star, 
and  the  fandy  bay  towards  Ain  Rebat. 
"  Beyond  the  Gate  of  the  River,  as  far  as 
Ras  Acconnatter  the  fhore  confifts  of  rocks 
and  precipices  ;  but  to  the  eaftward,  from 
Ain  Rebat,  the  fhore  is  in  moft  pi  ces  ac- 
ceffible. 

"  The  Emperor  Charles  V.  in  his  unfortunate 
expedition  againft  this  city,  in  1541,  landed 
his  army  at  Ain  Rebat,  where  there  (till  re- 
mains a  part  of  a  pier  fuppoled  to  have  been 
erected  for  that  purpofe. 
"  The  better  to  fecure  a  communication  with 
his  fleet,  and  to  fuccour  his  troops  in  their 
intended  approaches  to  the  city,  he  poillfied 
himfelf  of  the  ridge  already  mentioned,  where 
he  built  the  inner  part  of  the  caftle  that  is  ftill 
called  by  his  name. 

"  Such  is  the  fituation  and  ftrength  of  Al- 
giers on  the  land  fide  ;  but  towards  the  lea  it 
is  better  fortified,  and  capable  of  a  more  ob- 
;  ftinate  defence  :  for  the  embrafures  here  have 
■  all  brafs  guns  in  good  order. 
"  The  battery  of  the  Mole-Gate,  upon  the 
eaft  angle  of  the  city,  io  mounted  with  large 

"  pieces 
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"  pieces  of  ordnance,  one  of  which,  if  I  am 
"  not  miftaken,  has  feven  cylinders,  each  three 
"  inches  in  diameter. 

"  Half  a  furlong  to  the  weft-fouth-weft  of  the 
"  harbour  is  the  battery  of  Fiiher's-Gate,  or 
"  The  Gate  of  the  Sea,  which  confifts  of  a 
"  double  row  of  cannon,  and  commands  the  en- 
"  trance  into  the  port,  and  the  road  before  it. 

"  The  port  is  of  an  oblong  figure,  one  hun- 
"  dred  and  thirty  fathoms  long,  and  eighty 
"  broad.  Its  eaftem  mound,  which  was  for- 
"  merly  an  ifland,  is  well  fecured  by  feveral  for- 
"  tifications.  The  round  caftle  built  by  the 
"  Spaniards  while  they  were  matters  of  the 
"  ifland,  and  the  two  remote  batteries  erected 
"  within  this  century,  are  laid  to  be  bomb 
"  proof,,  and  the  embrafures  of  each  of  them 
"  are  mounted  with  thirty-fix  pounders :  but  the 
"  middle  battery,  which  appears  to  be  the 
"  oldeft,  is  the  leaft  defenfible. 

"  However,  as  none  of  the  fortifications  are 
"  aflifted  with  either  mine-:  or  outworks,  and  as 
"  the  foldiers  who  are  to  guard  and  defend  them, 
"  cannot  be  kept  up  to  any  regular  courfe  of 
"  duty  and  attendance,  a  few  relblute  batta- 
"  lions  protecled  by  a  ifnall  lquadron  of  fhips, 
"  might  foon  make  themfelves  mafters  of  the 
"  ftrongeft  of  them. 

"  The  naval  power  of  the  Algerines  has 
"  been  for  fome  years  in  a  declining  condition  : 
"  except  their  row  boats  and  brigantines,  they 
"  had  in  1 73 1  only  half  a  dozen  fhips  from  thir- 
"  ty-fix  to  fifty  guns,  and  not  half  that  number 
"  of  brave  and  experienced  captains  ;  they  are, 
"  however,  ftill  able  to  interrupt  the  trade  of 
"  Europe. 

"  There  is  little  within  the  city  that  merits 
"  the  attention  of  the  curious.  Upon  the  tower 
"  of  the  great  mofque  are  fome  imperfect  in- 
"  inicriptions  ;  but  the  letters,  though  of  a 
"  fufneient  bignefs  to  be  feen  at  a  diftance,  are 
"  fo  filled  up  with  lime  and  whke-wafh,  that  I 
"  I  could  not  particularly  diftinguifh  them. 

"  The  hills  and  valleys  round  the  city,  are 
"  every  where  beautified  with  gardens  and 
"  country  feats,  whither  the  wealthy  part  of 
"  the  inhabitants  retire  during  the  fummer. 
"  Thefe  are  little  white  houles  fhaded  by  a  va- 
"  riety  of  fruit  trees  and  ever-greens  1  the  gar- 
"  dens  are  well  flocked  with  pot-herbs,  melons, 
'.'  and  other  fruit,  and  what  is  moll  admired  in 
"  thefe  hot  climates,  each  of  them,  as  well  as 
"  the  city,  enjoys  a  great  command  of  excel- 
"  lent  water,  from  the  many  rivulets  and  foun- 
"  tains  that  every  where  prefent  themfelves. 
"  From  thefe  fources  the  fpring  water  ufed  at 
"% Algiers  is  brought  through  a  long  courfe  of 
"  pipes  and  conduits. 

"  Four  miles  to  the  fouth  eaft  of  Algiers  is 
"  the  river  Haratch,  which  riflng  behind  the 
"  moun'ains  of  the  Beni  Moufa,  and  joining 
"  the  Fig  River,  runs  through  the  richeft  part 
"  of  the  Mettijiah.  It  had  formerly  a  bridge 
"  built  over  it,  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  the 
"  lea.     Some   authors   oblerve,  that   the  ruins 
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"  of  Safa,  otherwife  called  Old  Algiers,  are 
"  to  be  feen  near  its  banks-,  but  I  could  never 
"  meet  with  thefe  ruins,  nor  obtain  the  leaft  in- 
"  formation  about  them. 

"  Bleeda  and  Medea,  the  only  inland  cities 
"  of  this  province,  are  each  of  them  about  a 
"  mile  in  circuit  ;  but  their  walls  being  chiefly 
"  railed  with  mud,  and  full  of  holes  made  by 
"  hornets,  can  contribute  but  little  to  their 
"  ftrength.  Some  of  the  houles  are  flat  roof- 
"  ed,  and  others  tiled  •,  they  are  plentifully 
"  fupplied  with  water,  and  are  encompafled 
"  with  very  fruitful  gariens   and   plantations. 

"  At  Bleeda  a  branch  of  an  adjacent  rivulet 
"  may  be  conducted  through  every  houie  and 
"  garden ;  while  the  feveral  conduits  and 
"  aqueducts  that  fupply  Medea  with  water, 
"  lbme  of  which  appear  to  be  Roman  works, 
"  are  capable  of  being  made  equally  commo- 
"  dious.  Both  of  thele  cities  lie  oppofite  the 
"  mouth  of  the  Mafaffran ;  Bleeda  at  five 
"  leagues  diftance,  under  the  fhade  of  mount 
"  Atlas,  and  Medea  three  leagues  beyond  it, 
"  on  the  other  fide  of  that  mountain  ;  and 
"  there  is  reafon  to  believe  that  the  former  was 
'•  the  Bida  Coionia,  and  the  other  the  Lamida 
"  of  Ptolemy. 

"  Turjura,  the  higheft  mountain  in  Barbary, 
"  extends  at  leaft  eight  leagues  from  the  north- 
"  eaft  to  the  fouth-weft,  and  from  one  end  to  the 
"  other,  appears  a  continued  range  of  naked 
'■  recks  and  precipices,  fecuring  by  its  rugged 
"  lituation,  a  number  of  Kabyles  from  becom- 
"  ing  tributary  to  the  Algerines. 

"  In  the  midft  of  winter  the  rido;e  of  this 
"  mountain  is  covered  with  fnovv  ;  and  it  is  re- 
"  markable  that  the  inhabitants  of  one  fide 
"  maintain  an  hereditary  and  implacable  en- 
"  mity  againft  thofe  of  the  other';  while  by  corrr- 
"  mon  confent,  a  little  fnow  puts  a  flop  to  their 
"  hoftilities  during  that  feafon. 

"  I  now  come  to  the  eaftern  province  of  AI- 

"  giers,  diftinguifhed  by  the  name  of  the  Pro- 

"  vince  of  Conltantina,  which   is  nearly  equal 

"  in  extent  to  the  other  two,  it  being  two  hun- 

"  dred  and   thirty  miles  in   length,  and  about 

"  one  hundred  in  breadth. 

"  The  tribute  collected  he:e  by   the  viceroy 

"  is  even  much  greater  than  that  of  the  other 

"  two  ;  for  the  bay  of  the  fouthern   province 

"  pays   annually    into  the  treafury    of  Algiers 

"  only  about  twelve  thoufand  dollars,*  and  the 

"  Bey  of  the  weftern  province   for:y  or  fifty 

"  thoufand  ;  while   the  viceroy   of  Conltantina 

"  never  delivers  in  lefs  than  eighty,  and  fome- 

"  times  one  hundred  thoufand. 

"  The  fea  coaft  of  this  province  is  rocky  al- 

"  moft    through    its  whole  extent.     The-  river 

"  Booberack  is  its  weftern  boundary,  and  at  a 

"  league's    diftance    upon    the    fea-coaft,    the 

"  town  of  Dellys  is  built  at  the  foot  of  a  high 

"  mountain,  out  of  the  ruins  of  a    large  city, 

"  probably    the   Rufucurium   of  the   ancients. 

"  Here  a  great  part  of  the  old  wall,   with  other 
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"  ruins  near  the  fummit  of  the  mountain,  pro- 
"  mile  at  a  diftance  ibme  extraordinary  anti- 
c<  quities  ;  and  in  a  wall  juft  over  the  harbour 
"  is  a  fmall  niche  with  an  image  placed  in 
"  it,  in  the  attitude  of  a  Madona  ;  but  the 
"  features  and  drapery  are  defaced. 

"  Paiiing  by  lbme  villages  of  little  confe- 
"  quence,  we  came  to  the  port  of  Boujeiah,  cal- 
"  called  by  Strabo  the  Port  of  Sarda.  It  is 
"  much  larger  than  either  that  of  Oran  or  of 
"  A.'^ew,  though  it  is  formed  in  the  fame  man- 
"  ner  by  a  narrow  neck  of  land  running  out 
"  into  the  fea,  a  great  part  of  which  was  for- 
"  merly  faced  with  a  wall  of  hewn  done,  and 
"  there  was  likewile  an  aqueduct  for  bringing 
"  frefh  water  to  the  port ;  but  at  prelent  the 
"  wall,  the  aqueducl:,  and  the  batons  into 
"  which  the  water  difcharged  itfelf,  are  de- 
"  ftroyed. 

"  The  town  of  Boujeiah,  or  Bugia,  as  it  is 
"  called  by  the  Europeans,  is  built  upon  the 
"  ruins  of  the  ancient  city,  in  the  fame  manner, 
"  and  in  a  like  fuuation  with  Deliys,  though  of 
"  thrice  the  circuit.  A  great  part  of  the  old 
"  wall  is  Mill  remaining,  and  carried  up  to  the 
"  top  of  the  mountain. 

"  Befules  a  caftle,  which  commands  the  city, 
"  there  are  two  others  at  the  bottom  of  the 
"  mountain  for  the  fecurity  of  the  port,  and 
"  upon  the  walls  of  one  of  them  are  ftill  remain- 
"  ing  the  marks  of  the  cannon-ball,  fired  againft 
"  it  by  Sir  William  Spragg,  in  his  memorable 
"  expedition  againft  this  place.  This  town  is 
"  defended  by  a  garrifon,  notwithftanding 
"  which  the  neighbouring  Kabyles  lay  it,  in  a 
"  manner,  under  perpetual  blockade. 

"  The  inhabitants,  however,  carry  on  acon- 
"  fiderable  trade  in  plough-fhares,  mattocks, 
"  and  other  utenfils,  which  they  forge  out  of 
"  the  iron  dug  out  of  the  neighbouring  moun- 
"  tains  ;  and  alio  great  quantities  of  wax  and 
"  oil,  are  brought  there  every  market-day  by 
"  the  Kabyles,  and  (hipped  off  for  the  Levant 
"  and  Europe.  Yet  thefe  laft  every  market-day 
"  raife  ftranee  difturbances  :  indeed  as  long  as 
"  the  market  continues,  every  thing  is  tran- 
"  faded  with  the  utmoft  tranquility  ;  but  it  is 
"  no  fooner  over,  than  the  whole  place  is  in  an 
"  uproar,  and  the  day  is  feldom  concluded  with- 
"  out  lbme  flagrant  inftance  of  barbarity  and 
"  rapine. 

•  "  A  little  beyond  the  cape  that  forms  the 
"  eaftern  boundary  of  the  gulph  of  Boujeiah,  is 
"  Jijiel,  the  Igilgili  of  the  antients,  which  tho' 
"  once  the  fee  of  a  bifhop,  is  now  reduced  to  a 
"  few  miferable  houfes,  and  a  fmall  fort,  where 
"  the  Turks  keep  a  garrifon. 

"  Paffing  through  ibme  inconfiderable  vil- 
"  lages,  and  feveral  rivers,  we  came  to  the  Seb- 
"  ba  Rous,  or  the  Seven  Capes,  which  are  a 
"  clufter  of  lb  many  high  rugged  and  barren 
"  promontories.  Among  the  eaftermoft  of 
"  thefe  capes  the  Zhoore,  a  confiderable  river, 
"  difcharges  itfelf  into  the  fea. 

"  The  Welled  Attyah  and  the  Beni  Friga- 

k"  nah,    two  of    the   principal   clans  of   thefe 
"  capes,  drink    of  this  river,  and  do  not,  like 
"  the  other  Kabyles,  live  in    thatched   hovels 
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under  the  fhelter  of  fome  foreft  or  mountain  j 
but  in  caves  of  the  rocks,  which  they  have 
either  dug  themfcives,  or  found  made  to 
their  hands. 

"  Upon  the  approach  of  any  vefTel,  either  in 
the  courfe  of  failing,  or  by  dillreis  of  weather, 
thefe  inhofpitable  Kabyles  immediately  ifTue 
out  of  their  holes,  and  covering  the  cliffs  of 
the  more  with  their  multitudes,  utter  a  thou- 
fand  execrable  wiihes,  that  God  would  deli- 
ver it  into  their  hands. 

"  At  a  confiderable  diftance  farther  to  the  eaft 
is  the  city  of  Bona,  fituated  on  the  fouth-eaft 
declivity  of  a  hill,  on  the  fummit  of  which 
the  Algerines  have  a  caftle  and  garrifon.  Be- 
fides  the  capacious  road  before  it  to  the  eaft, 
Bona  had  formerly  a  convenient  little  pore 
under  its  very  walls  to  the  fouthwards  ;  but 
by  the  conftant  difcharge  of  ballaft  into  the 
one,  and  the  neglect  of  cleanfing  the  other, 
both  are  daily  rendered  lefs  fafe  and  commo- 
dious. 

"  However,  a  confiderable  quantity  of  corn, 
hides,  wool,  and  wax,  are  annually  exported 
from  thence.     This   city,  by  proper  encou- 
ragement,  might  be  rendered  the  moft  fiou- 
rifning  place  in  Barbary  ;  and  by  repairing 
the  old  ruins,  introducing  frefh  water,  and 
removing  the  rubbifh,  it  wou'd  become  ex- 
tremely convenient  and  delightful. 
"  A  mile  farther  to  the  fouth  are  the  ruins  of 
;  the   ancient  Hippo,  called   Hippo   Regius, 
;  from  its  being  one  of  the  royal  cities  of  the 
;  Numidian  Kings. 

"  Silius  Italicus  obferves,  that  it  was  former- 
'  ly  one  of  their  favourite  feats  •,  and  indeed  it 
'  has  the  advantage  of  being  ftrong  and  com- 
'  modioufly  fituated,  both  for  commerce  and 
'  for  hunting  •,  it  enjoys  an  healthful  air,  and 
'  affords  fo  fine  a  profpect,.  that  the  eye  takes 
'  in  at  one  view  the  fea,  a  fpacious  harbour,  a 
'  number  of  mountains  covered  with  trees,  and 
'  plains  finely  watered. 

"  Of  this  city  St.  Auguftine  was  Bifhop,  and 
'  the  Mcors  mew  a  part  of  the  ruins  which  they 
'  pretend  was  his  convent.  The  ruins  of  the 
'  city  take  up  about  half  a  league  in  circuit, 
'  and  chiefly  confift  of  large  broken  walls  and 
'  cifterns. 

"  A  little  to  the  eaft  of  Cape  Rola,  is  a  baf- 
"  tion  on  a  fmall  creek,  and  the  ruins  of  a  fort, 
"  which  once  belonged  to  a  factory  fettled 
"  there  by  the  African  company  of  France  j 
"  but  the  unwholefomnefs  of  the  lituation  from 
"  the  neighbouring  ponds  and  marines,  oblig- 
"  ed  them  to  remove  to  La  Celle.  This  is  at 
"  another  creek  three  leagues  farther  to  the  eaft, 
"  where  thofe  gentlemen  have  a  magnificent 
"  houfe  and  garden,  a  company  of  foldiers,  a 
"  good  quantity  of  arms,  and  lbme  pieces  of 
"  ordnance.  They  command  the  trade  of  the 
"  whole  country,  and  befides  the  coral  fifhery, 
"  in  which  they  conftantly  employ  three  hun- 
"  dred  men,  monopolize  the  trade  of  corn, 
"  wool,  hides  and  wax  at  Bona,  and  feveral 
"  other  places  •,  and  for  thefe  privileges  they  an- 
"  nually  pay  to  the  government  of  Algiers,  the 
"  Kaide  of  Bona,  and  the  Chiefs  of  the  neigh- 
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"  bouriog    Arabs,  thirty  thoufand  dollars,  or 
"  about  five  thoufand  Guineas. 

"  The  whole  tracf  of  this  province  from  the 
"  fea  coalt  to  the  iouthward  up  to  Seteef  and 
"  Cenltantina,  is  almoft  a  cominued  chain  of 
"  very  high  mountains.  Thole  to  the  weftward 
"  being  almoft  inacceflible  •,  but  few  of  the  in- 
"  habitants  pay  any  tribute  to  the  Viceroy  of 
"  Algiers. 

"  Among  thofe  to  the  eailward,  the  Turks 
"  have  a  flying  camp  during  the  fummer,  by 
"  which  the  reipeclive  Kabyles  are  reduced  to 
"  give  fome  tokens  of  homage  and  fubmiffion, 
"  though  they  are  all  of  them  fo  tenacious  of 
*.'  their  liberty,  that  they  will  pay  no  tribute  till 
"  they  are  compelled  to  it  by  fire  and  fword. 

"  The  country  near  the  parallels  of  Seteef 
"  and  Conftantina,  is  dlverfified  with  a  beauti- 
"  ful  interchange  of  hills  and  plains,  which 
"  afterwards  grow  lefs  fit  for  tillage,  till  they 
"  end  upon  the  Sahara,  in  a  long  range  of 
"  mountains,  which  I  fuppofe  to  be  the  Buza- 
"  ra  of  the  ancients. 

"  The  richeft  and  mofr  numerous  Kabyles  in 
"  this  Province  are  the  Zwowah  who  pollcfs  a 
"  large  tracl  of  impenetrable  mountains,  and 
"  have  feveral  mud  walled  villages,  among 
"  which  is  the  church  of  the  Ciftern,  famous  for 
<•  the  fepukhre  of  Seede  Hamet  ben  Dreefe, 
"  and  a  college  for  the  fupport  of  five  hundred 
"  Thaiebs  or  men  of  learning.  But  their  prin- 
"  pal  village  is  Koukou,  where  their  Sheik,  or 
"  Sultan,  as  they  call  him,  refides. 

"  Among  the  mountains  of  the  Beni  Abbefs, 
"  is  a  narrow  winding  defile,  which,  for  near 
"  half  a  mile  extends  between  precipices  that 
«<  arifc  on  each  fide  to  a  great  height.  At  every 
"  winding  the  rock  that  originally  went  acrofs  it, 
"  and  feparated  one  valley  from  another,  is  cut 
"■  in  the  form  of  a  door-cafe  fix  or  feven  feet 
*«  wide,  and  thefe  are  called  by  the  Turks,  The 
"  Gates  of  Iron.  Few  perfons  can  pafs  them 
"  withoa.it  horror,  and  here  a  handful  of  men 
**  might  defend  the  pafs  againft  a  great  army. 

"  Two  leagues  to  the  fouth-fouth-eaft,  is  an© 
"  ther  dangerous  pafs,  called  the  Acaba,  or  the 
"  Afcent.  This  is  the  reverie  of  the  former  ; 
"  for  here  the  road  extends  along  a  narrow 
"  ridge,  with  precipices  and  deep  vallies  on 
"  each  fide,  and  the  leaft  deviation  from  the 
"  beaten  path,  expofes  the  pafienger  to  the 
"  danger  of  being  daihed  to  pieces  by  falling 
"  to  the  bottom.  The  common  road  from  Al- 
"  giers  to  the  eaftward,  lies  through  the  above 
"  pafs,  and  over  this  ridge. 

"  Seteef  the  Sitipha,  or  Sitifi  of  the  ancients, 
"  and  the  metropolis  of  this  part  of  Mauritania, 
"  was  built  upon  a  riiing  ground  facing  the 
"  fouth,  and  appears  to  have  been  about  a 
"  league  in  circuit ;  but  the  Arabs  have  fo  de- 
M  moliflied  all  the  monuments  of  antiquity  at 
"  this  place,  that  there  is  fcarce  any  remains  of 
"  the  ancient  walls,  columns,  or  cifterns  :  and 
"  the  few  remaining  ftructures  appear  plainly 
"  to  be  the  work  of  the  more  modern  inhabi- 
"  tants. 

"  There  are,    however,    fome    inferiptions  ; 
w  but  the  fountains  in  the  middle  of  the  city 


"  are  equally  delightful   and  convenient. 

"  To  the  north-eaft  of  Seteef  are  the  ruins  of 
"  Kafbaite  or  Gafbaite,  an  old  Roman  city, 
"  feated  upon  a  hill  in  the  middle  of  other  emi- 
"  nences. 

"  Among  the  feveral  fragments  of  ruins  and 
"  antiquities  is  part  of  the  portico  of  a  fmall 
"  Roman  temple,  which,  from  a  piece  of  a  bro- 
"  ken  infeription,  appears  to  have  been  dedi- 
"  cated  to  one  of  the  Roman  Emprefies. 

"  Upon  the  declivity  of  the  hill  are  feveral 
"  fepulchral  monuments  and  inferiptions,  moll 
"  of  them  beautifully  carved  with  a  variety  of 
"  figures  in  balTo  relievo,  reprefenting  perfons 
"  mourning,  offering  incenfe,  or  performing 
"  fome  office  for  the  dead. 

"  Five  leagues  to  the  north  weft  of  Conftan- 
"  tina  is  the  city  Meelah,  the  Milevum  of  the 
"  ancients.  It  is  furrounded  with  gardens,  and 
"  plentifully  fupplied  with  fprings,  one  of  which 
"  bubbling  up  in  the  centre  of  the  city,  is  re- 
"  ceived  into  a  large  fquare  bafon  of  Roman 
"  workmanfhip.  From  this  place  Conftantina 
"  is  chiefly  fupplied  with  herbs  and  fruit,  the 
"  laft  of  which,  particularly  its  pomegranates 
"  and  apples,  are  in  great  efteem  all  over  Al- 
"  giers. 

"  Cirta  or  Conftantina,  as  it  was  afterwards 
''•  called,  is  fituated  forty-eight  miles  from  the 
"  fea,  and  was  one  of  the  chief,  as  well  as  one 
"  of  the  ftrongeft  cities  of  Numidia.  The 
"  greateft  part  of  it  has  been  bu.lt  upon  a  kind 
"  of  peninfular  promontory,  inacceflible  on  all 
"  fides,  except  towards  the  fouth-weft.  This 
"  I  computed  to  be  above  a  mile  in  circuit,  end- 
"  ing  to  the  northward  in  a  perpendicular  pre- 
"  cipice,  at  leaft  a  hundred  fathoms  deep.  On 
"  this  fide  we  have  a  beautiful  landfcape,  ari- 
"  fing  from  a  great  variety  of  mountains,  vales, 
"  and  rivers,  extending  before  it  to  a  great  dif- 
"  tance. 

"  To  the  eaftward,  the  prefpeit  is  bounded 
"  by  a  range  of  rocks  much  higher  than  the 
"  the  city.  But  towards  the  iouth-eaft  the 
"  country  is  more  open,  and  you  have  a  view  of 
"  diftant  mountains.  On  this  fide  the  eminence 
"  is  lepcratcd  from  the  neighbouring  plains  by 
"  a  deep  narrow  valley,  perpendicular  on  botn. 
"  fides,  where  the  Rummel  conveys  its  ftream, 
"  over  which  was  formerly  abridge  ofexcel- 
"  lent  workmanfhip. 

"  To  the  lbuth-weft  is  a  neck  of  land  about 
;'  half  a  furlong  broad,  near  which  ftood  the 
;'  principal  gate  of  the  city.  This  is  entirely 
'  covered  with  a  feries  of  broken  walls,  cifterns 
'  and  other  ruins,  that  are  continued  quite 
'  down  to  the  river,  and  from  thence  are  ex- 
'  tended  along  a  narrow  piece  of  plain  ground, 
'  running  parallel  with  the  deep  valley  already 
'  mentioned.  This  was  the  fituation  of  the 
'  ancient  Cirta  :  but  the  preient  city  is  er.tire- 
'  ly  confined  to  rhe  eminence  I  have  termed  the 
'  Peninfular  Promontory. 

"  Befides  the  general  traces  of  a  diverfity  of 
;  ruins  fcattered  all  over  this  place,  there  are 
:  ftill  remaining  near  the  centre  of  the  city,  a 
:  fet  of  cifterns,  which  received  the  water 
;  brought   thither  by  an  aqueduct  :  they  are 

"  about 
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gate  towards  the  fouth-eaft  is  in  the 
though  it  is   much 


about  twenty-  in  number,  forming  an  area 
fifty  yards  Square  ;  but  though  the  aqueduct 
is  in  a  more  ruinous  condition  than  the  cit- 
terns, its  ruins  Sufficiently  demonflrate  the 
public  Spirit  of  the  Cirteiians,  in  erecting  a 
Structure  that  required  luch  an  immenfe  quan- 
tity of  materials. 

"  On  the  brink  of  the  precipice  to  the  north, 
are  the  remains  of  a  lame  magnificent  edi- 
fice,  in  which  the  Turkifh  garriSon  is  now 
lodged.  Four  bales,  each  feven  feet  in  dia- 
meter, with  their  pedeftals,  are  yetftanding, 
and  feem  to  have  belonged  to  a  portico  :  they 
are  of  black  ftone,  little  inferior  to  marble, 
probably  hewn  out  of  that  very  range  of 
rocky  precipices  on  which  they  are  built. 
The  fide  pofts  of  the  principal  of  the  city 
gates,  are  of  a  beautiful  reddifh  ftone  not  in- 
ferior to  marble,  and  are  neatly  moulded  and 
pannelled  :  an  altar  of  white  marble  alfo 
makes  part  of  a  neighbouring  wall. 
"  The  t 

fame  form  as  the  other, 
Smaller.  It  leads  to  the  bridge,  which  I  have 
oblerved  is  built  over  this  part  of  the  valley. 
"  This  bridge  was  a  mafter-piece  of  its  kind, 
having  had  the  gallery  and  the  piers  of  the 
arches  adorned  with  cornices  and  feftoons, 
oxes  heads  and  garlands,  and  the  keys  of  the 
arches  are  embellifhed  with  caducei,  and  o- 
ther  ornaments.  Between  the  two  principal 
arches  is  the  figure  of  a  woman  treading  upon 
two  elephants,  with  a  large  efcallop-fheli  for 
her  canopy  :  this  is  well  executed  in  a  ftrong 
relief-,  the  elephants  Handing  with  their  faces 
turned  towards  each  other,  twift  their  trunks 
together  •,  and  the  woman  who  is  drefled  in 
her  hair,  with  a  cloie-bodied  garment,  like 
an  Englifn  riding  habit,  raifes  up  her  petti- 
coats with  her  right  hand,  looking  fcornfully 
at  the  city.  In  any  other  fituation  this  group 
might  be  fuppofed  to  belong  to  lbme  foun- 
tain ;  thefe  being  fometimes  ornamented  with 
fuch  wanton  defigns. 

"  Below  the  bridge,  the  river  Rummel  begins 
to  turn  to  the  northward,  and  continues  that 
courfe  through  a  fubterranean  paflage  in  the 
rocks,  which  is  in  Several  places  designedly 
laid  open,  probably  for  the  convenience  of 
drawing  up  the  water. 

"  This  fcems  to  have  been  an  extraordinary 
provifion  of  nature  for  the  admiffion  of  this 
river,  which  muft  have  otherwife  formed  a 
prodigious  lake,  and  have  laid  great  part  of 
the  neighbouring  country  under  water,  be- 
fore it  found  a  paflage  to  the  fea.  This  river 
falls  from  its  fubterranean  cavity  in  a  large 
cataract,  a  quarter  of  a  mile  to  the  eaftward 
of  a  place  called  Seedy  Meemon. 
"  Among  the  ruins  to  the  fouth-weft  of  the 
bridge,  on  the  narrow  flip  of  land  already 
mentioned,  is  the  greateft  part  of  a  trium- 
phal arch,  called  The  Caftle  of  the  Giant. 
1  All  the  mouldings  and  frizes  are  curioufly 
;  embellished  with  the  figures  of  flowers,  battle- 
;  axes,  and  other  ornaments. 

"  Corinthian  pilafters  are  erected  on  each 
1  fide  of  the  grand  arch,  which  is  between  two 
•  Imaller.     Thefe  pilafters  are  pannelled  like 


the  fide-pofts  of  the  city-gates,  in  a  guild 
that  feems  peculiar  to  this  city. 
"  At  Some  leagues  difbnee  to  the  eaft  of 
Conftantina,  are  the  Silent  or  Inchanted 
Baths,  Situated  on  a  low  ground,  Surrounded 
with  mountains. 

There  are  here  Several  Springs  of  an  intenfe 
heat,  and  at  a  Small  diltance,  there  are  o- 
thers,  that  are  comparatively  extremely  cold, 
near  which  are  the  ruins  of  a  few  houfes, 
built,  perhaps,  for  the  convenience  of  thoie 
who  came  here  for  the  benefit  of  the  waters. 
"  It  is  remarkable,  that  befides  the  ftrong 
Sulphureous  fteams,  the  heat  of  the  above 
Springs  is  So  great,  as  to  boil  a  large  piece  of 
m\ltton  sery  tender  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour, 
and  that  the  rocky  ground  over  which  the 
water  runs,  is,  for  the  Space  of  an  hundred 
feet,  in  a  manner  difiblved,  or  rather  calcin- 
ed by  it. 

"  Thefe  rocks  being  originally  Soft  and  uni- 
form, the  water,  by  making  every  way  equal 
impreSIlons,  leaves  them  in  the  Shape  of  cones 
and  hemiipheres,  which  being  fix  feet  high, 
anJ  nearly  of  the  fame  diameter,  the  Arabs 
believe  to  be  the  tents  of  their  predeceffors 
turned  into  ftone. 

"  But  where  theSe  rocks,  befides  their  uSual 
chalky  Subftance,  alSo  contain  lbme  layers  of 
a  harder  matter,  not  So  eafily  diffblved,  you 
are  entertained 'with  a  confufion  of  traces  and 
channels,  distinguished  by  the  Arabs  into  ca- 
mels, horSes,  and  Sheep,  with  men,  women 
and  children,  whom  they  fuppofe  to  have 
undergone  the  like  fate  with  their  habitations. 
"  I  obServed,  that  the  Springs  which  afford- 
ed this  water  had  been  frequently  Stopped  ; 
or  rather  ceafing  to  run  at  one  place,  had 
broke  out  in  another,  which  Seems  not  only 
to  account  for  the  number  of  cones,  but  for 
that  variety  of  traces  continued  from  one  or 
other  of  thefe  cones,  or  the  fountains,  quite 
down  to  the  river  Zenati. 
"  On  riding  over  this  place  it  gives  back 
fuch  a  hollow  found,  that  we  were  every 
moment  apprehenfive  of  finking  through  it. 
It  is  therefore  probable,  that  the  ground  be- 
low us  was  hollow ;  and  may  not  then  the 
air  pent  up  in  thefe  caverns,  afford  that  mix- 
ture of  Shrill,  murmuring,  and  deep  Sounds, 
which,  according  to  the  direction  of  the 
winds,  and  the  motion  of  the  internal  air 
iffue  out  along  with  the  water. 
"  Thefe  Sounds  the  Arabs  affirm,  to  be  the 
mufic  of  the  jenour.e,  or  fairies,  who  .are 
fuppofed  in  a  particular  manner  to  make 
their  abodes  at  this  place,  and  to  be  the 
grand  agents  in  all  thefe  remarkable  appear- 
ances. 

"  There  are  likewife  other  natural  curiofities 
at  this  place  :  for  the  chalky  ftone  diffolving 
1  into  a  fine  impalpable  powder,  and  being  car- 
;  ried  along  with  the  Stream,  lodges  itielf  on 
;  the  fides  of  the  channel,  and  Sometimes  on 
1  the  lips  of  the  fountains  themfelves ;  or  elfe 
'  embracing  twigs,  Straws,  and  other  bodies 
'  in  its  way,  immediately  hardens  and  Shoots 
'  into  a  bright  fibrous  Subftance  like  the  afbeS- 

cime  into  a 
"  variety 


tos,  forming  itfelf  at   the  fame 
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:'  variety  of  glittering  figures,    and    beautiful 
"  criftalizations. 

"  The  mountains  of  Aurefs,  to  the  fouth- 
"  ward  of  Conftantina,  are  a  knot  of  emi- 
"  nences  running  into  one  another,  with 
"  feveral  little  plains  and  valleys  between 
"  them.  Both  the  higher  and  the  iower  parts 
"  are  generally  extremely  fertile,  and  are 
"  efteemed  the  garden  of  the  Kingdom.  They 
*'  are  abcuc  one  hundred  and  thirty  miles  in 
"  circuit,  and  all  over  them  are  Ipread  a  num- 
"  ber  of  ruins.  The  moft  remarkable  of  which 
"  are  thofe  of  Lerbaor  Tezzoute,  the  Lambeie 
"  of  the  ancients. 

"  Thefe  ruins  are  nearly  three  leagues  in  cir- 
,c  cumference  ;  and  among  others,  confift  of 
'■  magnificent  remains  of  feveral  of  the  city 
"  gates  •,  thefe,  according  to  a  tradiuon  of  the 
"  Arats,  were  forty  in  number,  and  the  city 
"  could  ferd  forty  thoufand  armed  men  out  of 
"  each  :  there  are  ftill  alio  to  be  feen  the  feats 
"  and  upper  part  of  an  amphitheatre  ;  the 
"  frontiipiece  of  a  beautiful  temp'.e  of  the  Ionic 
tc  order,  dedicated  to  Efculapius  •,  a  fmall,  but 
"  elegant  maufoieum  erected  in  the  form  of  a 
"  dome,  luppcrted  by  Corinthian  columns  -,  and 
"  a  large  oblong  chamber,  with  a  great  gate 
"  on  each  fide,  intended,  perhaps,  for  a  trium- 
"  phal  arch.  Thefe,  and  feveral  other  edifices 
"  of  the  like  nature,  fufficiently  fhew  the  im- 
"  portance  of  this  city  in  former  times. 

"  It  is  remarkable,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the 
"  mountains  of  Aurefs  have  a  quite  different 
"  mien  and  complexion  from  their  neighbours  ; 

for  they  are  fo  far  from   being  iwarthy,  that 

they    are    fair  and    ruddy  ;   and   their   hair, 

which,  among  the  ether  Kabyks,  is  of  a  dark 
"  colour,  is  with  them  of  a  deep  yellow.  Thefe 
"  circumftances,  notwithftanding  their  being 
"  Mahometans,  and  their  fpeaking  only  the 
"  common  langusge  of  the  Kabyles,  render  it 
"  probable  that  they  may  be  a  remnant  of  the 
"  Vandals. 

"  The  diftrict  of  Zaab,  the  Zebe  of  the  an- 
"  cients,  is  a  narrow  trad  of  land,  that  extends 
"  under  the  mountains  of  Atlas,  from  the  meri- 
tc  dian  of  Maffeelah  to  that  of  Conftantina,  and 
"  confifts  of  a  double  row  of  villages. 

"  At  Bifcara,  the  capital  of  this  diflricl:,  is  a 
"  garrilon  of  the  Turks,  who  have  here  a  fmall 
"  caftle,  lately  built  by  the  Bey  of  Conftan- 
"  tina  :  its  chief  ftrength  lies  in  fix  fmall  pieces 
"  of  ordnance,  with  a  few  unwieldy  mufkets, 
'•'  hkewife  mounted  on  carriages. 

"  The  richeft  of  thefe  villages  is  Lyasna, 
"  where  the  indeptndent  Arabs  lodge  their  mo- 
"  ney  and  effects.  It  is  under  the  protection  of 
"  a  numerous  clan,  to  whole  bravery  it  is  in- 
"  debted  for  the  uninterrupted  enjoyment  of 
"  liberty,  and  for  the  ill  fucceis  that  has  attend- 
"  ed  all  the  attempts  of  the  Turks  againlt  it. 

"  The  eating  of  the  flefh  of  dogs,  from 
"  whence  the  Canarii  receive  their  name,  and 
"  for  which  the  Carthaginians  were  formerly 
"  remarkable,  continues  in  practice  to  this  day, 
"  among  the  inhabitants  of  this  diftrict. 

"  Leaving  Conftantina  to  the  north,  we  en- 
"  ter  into  the  moft  extenfive  and  fertile  diftricl 
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in  all  Numidia,  peopled  by  a  powerful  and 
warlike  tribe  called  Hanneifnah,  who  have 
often  been  of  fignal  fervice  to  the  Algerines 
in  their  wars  with  Tunis.  This  country  is 
finely  watered,  and  was  onceinterfperfed  with 
cities  and  villages,  of  which  the  only  veftiges 
are  heaps  of  ruins. 

"  The  midland  boundary  of  this  kingdom  is 
the  river  Serrat,  the  waters  of  which  are 
brackifh,  and  difcharge  themfelves  into  the 
Mejerdah.  Near  its  weftern  banks  is  Gellah, 
a  considerable  village  built  upon  an  high 
pointed  mountain,  that  can  only  be  afcended 
by  one  narrow  road. 

"  This  village,  which  is  not  to  be  conquered 
but  by  hunger  or  furprize,  is  a  fanctuary  for 
the  rebels  and  villains  of  Algiers  and  Tunis, 
where  they  are  hofpitably  entertained  till  their 
friends  have  either  procured  their  pardon,  or 
compounded  fcr  their  crimes. 
"  Tipfa,  the  Tipafa  of  the  ancients,  is  alfo 
at  prefent  a  frontier  garrifon  of  the  Algerines. 
This  town  enjoys  a  fine  fituation,  and  has  the 
principal  gate  of  the  ancient  city,  with  fome 
remains  of  its  old  walls,  and  other  marks  of 
the  figure  it  formerly  made  among  the  cities 
of  Numidia. 

"  'I  he  government  of  the  Algerines,  which 
differs  little  from  that  of  Tunis,  confifts  of  a 
Dey,  and  a  common-council,  compofed  of 
thirty  Yiah  Bafhees,  though  the  Mufty,  the 
Cady,  and  fometimes  the  whole  foldiery  are 
called  in  to  affift. 

"  All  affairs  of  moment  are  fometimes  agreed 
upon  by  this  affembly,  before  they  pais  into 
laws,  and  the  Dey  is  cntrufted  with  the  exe- 
cution of  them.  But  lately  little  account  has 
been  made  of  this  body,  which  is  only  con- 
vened to  confent  to  what  has  been  before  con- 
certed between  the  Dey  and  his  favourites. 
"  The  Dey  is  chofen  out  of  the  army,  the 
moft  inferior  order  having  an  equal  right  to 
that  dignity  with  the  higheft.  And  eveiy 
bold  and  afpiring  foldier,  though  taken 
yefterday  from  the  plough,  may  be  confidered 
as  heir  apparent  to  the  throne.  They  are  not 
afhamed  to  own  the  meannefs  of  their  ex- 
traction. Mahomet  Bafia,  who  was  Dey 
when  I  was  at  Algiers,  in  a  difpute  he  had 
once  with  a  Deputy-conful  of  a  neighbouring 
nation,  freely  mentioned  the  meannefs  of  his 
birth  :  "  My  mother,  faid  he,  fold  fheep'i 
teet,  and  my  father  neats  tongues  ;  but  they 
would  have  been  afhamed  to  have  expofed 
to  fale  fo  worthlefs  a  tongue  as  thine." 
"  He  who  afpires  to  this  high  rank  does  not 
wait  till  ficknefs  or  age  has  removed  the  pre- 
fent pofieffbr,  it  is  enough  if  he  be  able  to 
protect  himfelf  with  the  fame  fcymitar  which 
he  boldly  fheaths  in  the  bowels  of  his  prede- 
ceffbr  ;  forfcarcely  one  in  ten  of  them  dies  in 
his  bed. 

"  However,  this  factious  humour  feems,  at 
prefent,  to  be  fomewhat  purged  and  allayed 
by  the  many  feafonable  executions  that  have 
been  lately  made  of  thefe  afpiring  members. 
"  The  whole  force  of  Algiers,  in  Turks  and 
Cologlies,  is  at  prefent  computed  at  about 

"  fix 
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'*  fix  thoufand  five  hundred  ;  two  thoufand  of 
"  wh*m  are  fuppofed  to  be  old  and  excufed 
"  from  duty  ;  and  of  the  remaining  four  thou- 
"  fand  five  hundred,  one  thoufand  are  con- 
"  ftantly  employed  in  their  garrifons,  while  the 
"  reft  are  either  to  arm  out  their  cruizers,  or 
"  form  the  three  flying  camps  fent  out  every 
"  fummer  under  the  provincial  Viceroys. 

"  To  thefe  Turkifh  troops  we  may  join 
"  about  two  thoufand  Moorifh  horfe  and  foot, 
"  kep  in  conftant  pay  ;  but  being  all  heredi- 
"  tary  enemies  to  the  Turks,  are  confidered  as 
"  adding  but  little  to  the  ftrength  of  the  go- 
"  vernment. 

"  This  extenfive  Kingdom  is  indeed  kept  in 
"  obedience,  not  fo  much  by  force  of  arms,  as 
"  by  carefully  obferving  the  old  political  maxim, 
"  Divide  and  command  •"  for  there  being  con- 
"  tinual  jealoufies  and  difputes  between  the 
"  Arabian  tribes,  the  provincial  Viceroys  have 
"  nothing  to  do  but  to  keep  up  the  ferment, 
"  and  at  proper  times  throw  in  new  matter  for 
"  difcord.  Thus,  by  playing  one  tribe  againft 
"  another,  they  are  able  to  maintain  their  ground 
"  againft  all  oppofition. 

"  The  officers  that  command  this  fmall  army 
"  are  the  Aga,  or  General ;  thirty  Yiah  Bafhees 
"  or  Colonels  ;  eight  hundred  Bullock  Bafhees, 
"  or^Captains,  and  about  half  the  number  of 
u  Oda  Bafhees,  or  Lieutenants.  To  thefe  pofts 
"  they  arrive  by  age  or  feniority,  the  oldeft 
"  foldier  being  advanced  upon  the  death  of  his 
"  Captain,  &c.  though  by  the  Dey's  permif- 
"  fion,  a  younger  foldier  may  purchafe  the 
"  rank  of  an  elder,  the  latter  degrading  himfelf 
"  in  return. 

"  There  is  alfo  a  fingular  method  of  haften- 
"  ing  thele  promotions  :  the  Aga  is  removed 
"  as  often  as  the  foldiers  are  paid,  which  is 
"  every  two  months  ;  he  being  fucceeded  by 
"  the  Chiah,  who  is  the  eldeft  of  the  Yiah 
"  Bafhees  ;  and  the  vacancy  in  his  order  is  fill- 
"  ed  up  by  the  eldeft  Bullock  Bafhee,  &c.  The 
"  Aga,  after  having  thus  pafTed  through  his 
"  office,  is  confidered  as  luperanunated,  and 
"  quietly  enjoys  his  pay. 

"  Though  the  Algerines  acknowledge  them- 
"  felves  the  Grand  Seignior's  vafTals,  they  pay 
"  no  manner  of  obedience. 

"  In  the  diftiibution  of  juftice,  the  Cady  is 
"  judge.  He  is  generally  educated  in  the  femi- 
"  naries  of  Conftantinople,  or  Grand  Cairo, 
"  where  it  is  faid  the  Roman  Codes  and  Pan- 
"  dects,  tranflated  into  the  Arabic  tongue,  are 
"  taught  and  explained  ;  he  is  obliged  to  at- 
"  tend  once  or  twice  a  day  at  the  court  of  juf- 
"  tice,  v/here  he  determines  the  fuits  that  are 
*'  brought  before  him  :  but  as  he  is  generally 
"  fuppofed  guilty  of  bribery,  all  affairs  of  mo- 
"  ment  are  laid  before  the  Dey,  or  in  his  ab- 
"  fence,  before  the  Treafurer,  Mafter  of  the 
"  horfe,  ami  other  principal  officers  of  the  re- 
"  gency,  who  conftantly  fit  in  the  gate  of  the 
"  palace  for  that  purpofe. 

"  At  thefe  tribunals  the  caufe  is  foon  deter- 
"  mined,  after  which  the  fentence  is  executed 
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"  within  lefs  than  half  an  hour.  Small  offences 
"  are  punifhed  with  the  baftinado.  For  clip- 
"  ping  or  debating  the  public  coin,  the  old 
"  Egyptian  punifhment  is  inflicted,  which  is 
"  cutting  off  the  hands. 

"  If  a  Jew  or  Chriftian  fubjecl:  is  guilty  of 
"  murder,  or  any  other  other  capital  crime,  he 
"  is  burnt  alive  without  the  gates  of  the  city  : 
"  but  for  the  lame  crime  the  Moors  and  Arabs 
"  are  either  impaled,  hung  up  by  the  neck  over 
"  the  battlements  of  the  city,  or  thrown  upon 
"  hooks  fixed  in  the  walls  below  ;  where  they 
"  fometimes  hang  in  the  moft  dreadful  agonies 
"  thirty  or  forty  hours  together,  before  they 
"  expire. 

"  The  Turks,  out  of  refpect  to  their  charac- 
"  ters,  are  fent  to  the  Aga's  houfe,  where,  ac- 
"  cording  to  the  nature  of  the  offence,  they  are 
"  baftinadoed  or  ftrangled. 

"  When  the  women  offend,  they  are  not  ex- 
"  pofed  to  .the  populace  ;  but  fent  to  a  private 
"  houfe  of  correction  •,  or  if  the  crime  be  capi- 
"  tal,  they  are  tied  up  in  a  fack,  carried  out 
"  to  fea,  and  drowned. 

"  The  weftern  Moors  flill  ufe  the  barbarous 
"  punifhment  of  fawing  the  offender  afunder  : 
"  for  which  purpofe  they  prepare  two  boards, 
"  of  the  fame  length  and  breath  with  the  unfor- 
"  tunate  perfon,  and  having  tyed  him  betwixt 
"  them,  they  proceed  to  the  execution  by  be* 
"  ginning  at  the  head. 

"  It  is  faid  that  Kardinafh,  a  perfon  who  was 
"  formerly  Ambaflador  at  the  court  of  Great 
"  Britain,  lately  fuffered  in  this  manner  :  for 
"  with  refpedf.  to  the  punifhment  of  thefe  coun- 
'•  tries,  little  or  no  regard  is  paid  to  the  rank  of 
"  the  offender. 

"  As  to  the  form  of  government  among  the 
"  Arab  tribes,  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  though 
"  they  have  been  for  many  ages  under  the  Tur- 
"  kifh  yoke,  yet  they  are  feldom  interrupted  in 
"  the  enjoyment  of  their  laws;  for  if  they  live 
"  peaceably,  pay  regularly  the  eighth  part  of 
"  the  produce  of  their  lands,  with  a  fmall  poll- 
"  tax,  annually  demanded  by  the  Turks,  they 
"  are  left  in  the  full  poffeflion  of  all  their  private 
"  privileges  and  cuftoms.  Every  camp  may 
"  be  confidered  as  a  little  principality,  over 
"  which  it  is  ufual  for  the  family  of  the  greateft 
"  reputation  and  fubftance  to  prefide. 

"  This  honour  does  not,  however,  always 
"  defcend  from  father  to  fon  -,  but  as  among 
"  their  predecefTors  the  Numidians,  when  the 
"  heir  is  too  young,  or  fubjeft  to  any  infirmity, 
"  they  make  choice  of  the  uncle,  or  fome  other 
"  relation,  diftinguifhed  by  his  wifdom  and  pru» 
"  dence.  Yet  notwithftanding  the  defpotic  pow- 
"  er  lodged  in  this  perfon,  all  grievances  and  dif- 
"  putes  are  accommodated  in  as  amicable  a 
"  manner  as  poffible,  by  calling  to  his  afliftance 
"  one  or  two  perfons  out  of  each  tent  •,  and  the 
"  offender  being  always  confidered  as  a  brother, 
"  the  fentence  is  given  on  the  favourable  fide  •, 
"  and  even  in  the  moft  enormous  crimes,  ba- 
"  nifhmeflt  is  generally  the  only  punifhment  in- 
"  flitted. 

CHAP. 
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III. 


Account  of  the  Kingdom  of  Tunis,  as  divided  into  the  Summer  and  Winter  Circuits^  including 
an  Account  of  the  Ruins  of  the  ancient  Carthage.  A  Defcription  of  Tunis,  Sufa,  and  other 
Places  of  confequence. 


THE  Kingdom  of  Tunis  is  bounded 
to  the  north  and  eail  by  the  Mediter- 
ranean Tea  •,  to  the  weft  by  Algiers  ; 
and  to  the  fouth  by  Tripoly  -,  extending  from 
the  ifle  of  Jerba  in  330.  30.  to  Cape  Serra  in 
370.  12'.  north  latitude  •,  it  being  two  hun- 
dred and  twenty  miles  in  length,  and  only  one 
hundred  and  feventy  in  breadth.  Sbek- 
kah,  the  fartheft  city  to  the  weft,  being  fitua- 
in  SQ.  and  Clybea,  the  fartheft  to  the  eaft  in 
ii°.  20.  eaft  longitude  from  London. 
"  Tunis  is  not  like  Algiers,  divided  into 
provinces  :  but  is  under  the  immediate  in- 
ipeetion  of  the  Bey,  who  goes  in  perfon  to 
coiled:  the  tribute  ;  for  which  purpofe  he 
once  a  year  vifits  the  principal  parts  with  a 
flying  camp  •,  in  the  rummer  feafon  travel- 
ing the  fertile  country  near  Keff  and  Baijah, 
and  the  diftricts  between  Cairwan  and  the 
Jereede  •,  and  in  the  winter  taking  a  circuit 
through  the  reft  of  the  country  :  therefore 
under  thefe  divifions  I  fhall  defcribe  this 
Kingdom. 

"  The  lummer  circuit  *  is  much  better  inha- 
bited, than  any  part  of  the  neighbouring 
Kingdoms  of  the  fame  fize,  it  having  a  greater 
number  of  cities,  towns  and  villages  ;  and 
from  there  being  fewer  inftances  of  oppref- 
fion  in  the  government,  there  is  a  greater  ap- 
pearance of  affluence,  prolperity,  and  chear- 
fulnefs. 

"  The  country  is  pretty  fruitful  •,  but  its  fer- 
tility is  interruped  by  feveral  hills,  plains  and 
marlhes  difperfed  over  it,  that  will  admit  of 
no  cultivation,  nor  any  manner  of  improve- 
ment. 

"  A  fmall  ifland  oppofite  to  the  mouth  of  the 
river  Zaiue  is  in  the  poireflion  of  the  Genoefe, 
who  pay  an  annual  rent  for  it  to  the  Regen- 
cy ;  but  the  coral  fifhery,  which  chiefly  in- 
duced them  to  make  this  fettlement,  failing 
considerably,  it  is  not  probable  that  they  will 
I  ||  keep  pofieffion  of  it. 
"  I  hey  have,  however,  built  a  fort  for  their 
protection  againft  any  furprize  from  the  neigh- 
bouring Arabs  on  the  continent,  and  from 
the  inlults  of  the  cruizing  veflels  of  Al- 
giers and  Tripoly. 

"  Cape  Negro,  which  is  about  five  leagues 
to  the  north-eaft,  is  remarkable  for  a  fettle- 
ment of  the   French  African   company,  who 


*   This    is  the  Regio  Carthajrinienfium  of  Strabo, 
the  Regis  Zeuoitana  and  the  Africa  Propria  of  Pliny, 
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pay  a  confiderable  fum  of  money  to  -the  Tu- 
nifeens  for  the  fame  privileges  they  enjoy  at 
La  Calle,  and  have  a  fmall  fortification  to 
protect  them  from  the  attack  of  the  neigh- 
bouring Arabs. 

"  Five  leagues  farther  to  the  north-eaft  is 
Cape  Serra,  the  moft  northerly  part  of  Afri- 
ca ;  and  four  leagues  beyond  it  are  three 
rocky  iflands,  called  The  Brothers,  lying 
near  the  continent,  halfway  to  Cape  Blanco. 
"  Eight  miles  beyond  this  laft  cape,  at  the 
bottom  of  a  large  gulph  is  the  city  of  Bi- 
zerta,  pleafantly  fituated  on  a  canal  between 
an  extenfive  lake  and  the  fea.  It  is  about  a 
mile  round,  and  defended  by  feveral  caftles 
and  batteries,  the  principal  of  which  are  to- 
wards the  fea,  from  which  the  lake  is  conti- 
nually receiving  a  brifk  ftream,  or  difcharg- 
ing  one  into  it,  the  waters  flowing  into  the 
lake  when  the  wind  is  northerly,  and  return- 
ing back  into  the  fea  when  it  blows  from  the 
fouth. 

"  The  channel  between  the  lake  and  the  fea 
was  the  port  of  Hippo,  which  is  ftill  capable 
of  receiving  fmall  veflels  ;  but  it  was  former- 
ly the  fafeft  and  moft  beautiful  haven  on  this 
coaft,  and  there  are  ftill  remaining  traces  of 
a  large  pier,  that  extended  a  confiderable 
way  into  the  fea,  to  break  the  force  of  the 
north-eaft  winds  •,  but  the  want  of  this,  and 
proper  repairs,  will  foon  demolifh  a  haven, 
which,  in  any  other  country  would  be  inefti- 
mable. 

"  The  gulph  of  Bizerta,  the  Sinus  Hippo- 
nenlis  of  the  ancients,  is  a  beautiful  fandy  in- 
let, near  four  leagues  in  diameter.  The 
ground  being  low,  the  eye  is  permitted  to  pe- 
netrate through  delightful  groves  of  olive- 
trees,  a  great  way  into  the  country,  and  af- 
terwards the  profpedl  is  bounded  by  a  high 
rocky  fhore.  Were  the  Turks  to  give  pro- 
per encouragement  to  trade  and  induftry, 
Bizerta  might  be  rendered  a  town  of  great 
wealth  •,  for  it  abounds  with  all  kinds  of  fifh 
and  fruit,  with  corn,  pulfe,  oil,  cotton,  and 
a  variety  of  other  productions. 
"  On  the  fide  of  a  fpacious  navigable  bafon 
formed  by  the  river  Mejerdah,  lies  Porta 
Farina,  which  was  fome  years  ago  a  confider- 
able city,  but  is  now  under  great  difcourage- 
ments.     It  is  chiefly    remarkable  for  its  beau- 


Provincia  Proconfularis  of  the  Notitia,    and  the  Pro- 
vincia  Vetus  of  the  old  hiftorians. 

"   tiful 


THROUGH     BARBARY, 


663 


"  tiful  cothon,  where  the  Tunifeens  have  their 
"  navy. 

"  The  Mejerdah  is  the  Bagrada,  fo  famous 
"  in  hiftory  for  the  monftrous  ferpent  laid  to 
"  have  been  killed  on  its  banks  by  Regulus, 
"  which  Pliny  tells  us  was  one  hundred  and 
"  twenty  feet  in  length.  This  river  winds  thro' 
"  a  rich  and  fertile  country,  and  like  the  Nile, 
"  makes  encroachments  upon  the  fea. 

"  To  this  caufe  we  may  attribute  the  many 
"  changes  that  appear  to  have  been  made  in  its 
"  channel,  and  that  an  open  creek  of  the  lea 
"  into  which,  no  longer  than  a  century  ago, 
"  the  Merjedah  difcharged  itfelf,  is  now  cir- 
"  cumfcribed  by  the  mud,  and  become  a  bafon 
"  or  anti-harbour,  as  it  may  be  called,  to  Por- 
"  to  Farina. 

"  Utica  certainly  lay  fomewhere  in  this  direc- 
<c  tion  ;  but  we  fhall  not  be  able  to  fix  its 
"  exact  fituation,  unlefs  we  allow  that  the  fea 
"  has  been  driven  back  three  or  four  miles  by 
"  the  eafterly  winds,  and  the  encreafe  of  the 
"  mud  ;  and  then  we  may  juftly  place  that 
"  fmall,  but  celebrated  city  at  Booftmer,  where 
"  are  many  traces  of  buildings  of  great  extent 
"  and  magnificence,  as  walls,  cifterns,  and  a 
"  large  'aqueduct. 

"  Thefe  ruins  lie  about  twenty-feven  Roman 
"  miles  from  Carthage,  and  behind  them  we 
"  are  entertained  with  the  view  of  the  large 
"  fields  which  the  Romans  have  rendered  fa- 
"  mous  by  their  military  exploits. 

"  Indeed  Carthage  has  not  much  better  fup- 
"  ported  itfelf  againft  the  encroachments  caufed 
"  by  the  north-eaft  winds,  and  the  mud  thrown 
"  out  by  the  Mejerdah,  which  together  hath 
"  ftoppecfup  the  ancient  harbour,  and  made  it 
"  almoft  as  far  diltant  from  the  fea  as  Utica. 
"  The  greateft  part  of  Carthage  was  built  upon 
"  three  hills,  inferior  in  elevation  to  thofe  on 
"  which  Rome  was  erected. 

"  Upon  a  place  which  overlooks  the  fouth- 
"  eaft  more,  is  the  area  of  a  fpacious  room,  with 
"  feveral  fmaller  near  it ;  fome  of  them  have 
"  teiTelated  pavements  ;  but  neither  the  deiign 
"  nor  the  execution  are  very  extraordinary. 

"  In  rowing  along  the  more,  the  common- 
"  fewers  are  feen  in  feveral  places,  which  being 
"  at  firft  well  built  and  cemented,  time  has  not 
"  in  the  lead  impaired ;  except  thefe,  the  cif- 
"  terns  have  differed  leaft  by  the  general  ruin  of 
"  the  city. 

"  Befides  thofe  belonging  to  particular  houfes, 
"  there  were  two  fets  for  the  public  ufe  ;  the 
"  largeft,  which  was  the  grand  refervoir,  and 
"  received  the  water  of  the  aqueduct,  lay  near 
"  the  weft  wall  of  the  city,  and  confided  of  a- 
"  bove  twenty  contiguous  cifterns,  each  about 
"  a  hundred  feet  long,  and  thirty  broad.  The 
"  fmaller  is  in  a  higher  fituation,  near  the  co- 
"  thon,  it  being  contrived  to  collect  the  rain- 
"  water  that  fell  upon  the  top  of  it,  and  on 
*'  fome  adjacent  pavements  made  for  that  pur- 
"  pole.  This  might  be  repaired  with  little 
"  expence,  the  fmall  earthen  pipes  thro'  which 
"  the  water  was  conveyed,  wanting  only  to  be 
"  cleanied. 

"  Thefe  are  the  only  remains  of  the  grandeur 


"  and  magnificence  of  this  ancient  city,  the  ri- 
"  val  of  Rome  :  we  find  no  triumphal  arch,  or 
"  fuperb  piece  of  architecture  ;  no  columns  of 
"  porphyry  or  granite,  no  curious  entabla- 
"  tures  :  all  the  broken  walls  and  ftructures 
"  ftill  remaining,  being  erected  either  in 
"  the  Gothic  manner,  or  by  the  later  inhabi- 
"  tants. 

"  The  ruins  of  the  celebrated  aqueduct,  that 
"  conveyed  the  water  into  the  greater  cifterns 
"  may  be  traced  as  far  as  Zow-wan  and  Zung- 
"  gar,  to  the  diftance  of  at  leaft  fifty  miles. 
"  This  was  a  very  expenfive  work,  and  that 
"  part  of  it  which  extends  along  the  Peninfula, 
"  was  beautifully  faced  with  ftone. 

"  At  Arriana,  a  fmall  village  two  leagues  to 
"  the  northward  of  Tunis,  are  feveral  entire 
"  arches,  which  I  found  to  be  feventy  feet  high, 
"  and  the  piers  that  fupported  them  were  fix- 
"  teen  feet  Iquare  ;  the  water-channel  that  was 
"  above  thefe  arches,  was  vaulted  over,  and 
"  plaftered  with  a  ftrong  cement.  A  perfon  of 
'.'  the  ordinary  fize  may  walk  upright  in  it ; 
"  and  at  certain  diftances  are  holes  left  open,  as 
"  well  for  the  admiflion  of  freih  air,  as  the  con- 
"  venience  of  cleanfing  it; 

"  The  water  mark  is  near  three  feet  high  ; 
"  but  it  is  impofilble  to  determine  the  quantity 
"  daily  conveyed  to  Carthage  by  this  channel, 
"  without  knowing  the  angle  of  defcent  that 
"  was  given  to  it,  which  from  the  many  breach- 
"  es  in  it,  cannot  be  alcertained. 

"  A  temple  was  erected  at  Zow-wan  and  at 
"  Zung-gar  over  the  fountains  by  which  this 
"  aqueduct  is  fupplied  with  water.  That  at 
"  Zung-gar  appears  to  have  been  of  the  Corin- 
"  thian  order,  and  ends  very  beautifully  in  a 
"  dome,  that  has  three  niches,  and  extends 
"  over  the  fountain.  In  thefe  niches  were 
"  probably  ftatues  of  water  nymphs,  or  other 
"  deities. 

"  Eight  miles  to  the  weft-fouth-weft  of  Cape 
"  Carthage  is  the  Guletta,  a  fmall  channel 
"  that  forms  a  communication  between  the  lake 
"  of  Tunis  and  the  fea,  each  fide  of  which  is  de- 
"  fended  by  a  pretty  ftrong  caftle. 

"  There  is  alio  another  caftle  upon  a  fmall 
"  ifiand  within  the  lake,  half  a  league  from 
"  Tunis,  and  about  two  from  the  Guletta ;  but 
"  from  the  little  danger  of  an  attack  that  way 
"  by  fea,  it  has  been  long  neglected. 

"  The  lake  was  formerly  a  deep  and  capaci- 
"  ous  port,  fufficient  to  contain  a  numerous 
"  fleet  •,  but  from  its  receiving  all  the  filth  of 
"  the  common  fewers  of  Tunis,  the  main  chan- 
"  nel  is  in  fummer,  reduced  to  fix  or  feven  feet 
"  deep,  and  for  the  fpace  of  a  mile  or  more 
"  within  the  banks,  the  bottom  is  dry. 

"  This  lake  is  remarkable  for  the  number 
"  and  largenefs  of  the  mullets  caught  in  it, 
"  efteemed  the  fweeteft  of  any  on  the  coaft  of 
''  Barbary  :  the  roes  of  them  when  preffed  and 
"  dried  are  called  Botargo,  and  are  accounted 
"  a  great  dainty. 

"  Tunis,  the  Tunes  of  the  ancients,  and  the 
'•  capital  of  the  Kingdom,  is  three  miles 
"  round  •,  but  not  fo  populous  as  Algiers,  nor 
"  are  the  houfes  fo  handlbme  and  fpacious.     It 

"  is 


664 


DOCTOR     SHAW's     TRAVELS 


"  is  chief!*  fituated  on  a  rifing  ground  along 
"  the  weftern  banks  of  the  lake,  having  a  full 
"  view  of  Carthage  and  Guletta. 

"  The  lakes  and  marfhcs  with  which  the 
"  city  is  furrounded  might  probably  render  its 
"  iituation  lefs  healthy,  was  not  the  moifture 
"  of  the  air  corrected  by  the  great  quantity  of 
"  maftic,  myrtle,  roiemary,  and  other  aroma- 
"  tic  plants  with  which  their  ovens  and  bagnios 
"  are  daily  heated,  and  that  frequently  commu- 
"  nicate  a  fenfible  fragrance  to  the  air. 

"  The  want  of  fweet  water  is  one  of  the 
u  greateft  difadvantages  under  which  the  inha- 
"  bitants  labour  •,  for  the  brackifhnefs  of  their 
"  well  water,  and  the  fcarcity  of  their  cifterns, 
"  oblige  them  to  fetch  a  great  part  of  what  they 
"  drink  from  fome  places  a  mile  diftant :  but 
"  except  this  inconvenience,  no  place  enjoys  a 
"  greater  plenty  of  all  the  r.eceffaries  of  life. 

"  TheTuniieens  have  little  of  that  infolence 
"  and  haughtinefs  too  common  at  Algiers,  and 
"  indeed  are  the  moft  civilized  nation  of  Bar- 
"  bary.  All  affairs  with  the  regency  are  tran- 
"  faded  in  fuch  a  friendly  complaifant  man- 
"  ner,  that  I  had  no  fmall  pleafure  in  attending 
"  the  Englifh  conful  at  his  audiences.  This 
"  nation  has  always  had  the  character  of  not 
"  imitating  their  neighbours  in  living  at  open 
"  war,  or  perpetual  difcord  with  the  Chriflian 
"  Princes  ;  but  of  cultivating  their  friendfhip, 
"  and  readily  entering  into  an  alliance  with 
"  them  -,  they  have  therefore  for  many  years 
"  been  more  intent  upon  trade,  and  the  im- 
"  provement  of  their  manufactures,  than  upon 
"  plunder  and  fitting  out  corfairs. 

"  On  a  rifing  ground  between  the  lake  of  Tu- 
"  nis  and  the  fea,  is  the  town  of  R  hades,  the 
"  ancient  Ades,  where  Regulus  defeated  the 
"  Cartha  inians,  and  at  a  fmall  diftance  are  the 
"  hills  where  Hanno  placed  his  elephants  to 
"  oppofe  him. 

"  Near  the  bottom  of  the  gulph  is  the  fmall 
"  town  of  Solyman,  fituated  upon  the  lkirts  of 
"  a  fine  plain.  It  is  remarkable,  that  this  place 
"  is  chiefly  inhabited  by  Andalufian  Moors. 
"  who  retain  the  Spanifti  language,  are  more 
"  civilized  than  their  brethren,  and  more  cour- 
"  teous  to  the  Chriftians. 

"  Farther  to  the  norih-eaft  is  the  fanftuary  of 
"  Seedy  Doude,  which  takes  its  name  from 
"  David  ;  or,  as  they  pronounce  it,  Doude,  a 
"  Moorifh  faint,  whole  lepulchre  is  here  ftiewn 
"  five  yards  long.  But  this  ftrudture  appears 
"  to  be  a  part  of  a  Roman  Praetorium,  from 
"  three  contiguous  Mofaic  pavements,  all  of 
"  them  wrought  with  the  greateft  fymmetry  and 
'"  exactnefs  :  the  figures  are  horfes,  trees,  birds, 
"  and  fifties,  finely  inlaid,  in  fuch  a  variety  of 
"  colours,  that  they  even  appear  more  gay  and 
"  lively  than  many  tolerable  paintings. 

".The  horfe,  the  infignia  of  the  Carthagi- 
"  nians,  is  reprefented  in  the  bold  pofture  in 
"  which  it  appears  upon  the  African  medals  : 
"  the  birds  are  the  hawk  and  the  partridge  •, 
"  the  fift.es,  the  gilt  head  and  the  mullet-,  and 
"  the  trees,  the  palm  and  the  olive. 

"  The  defigner,  perhaps,  intended  to  point 
*!  out  the  ftrength,   the  diverfions,  the  fiftiery, 


and  the  plenty  of  dates  and  oil,  for  which  this 
country  has  always  been  remarkable.  This 
place  is  furrounded  with  the  ruins  of  the  an- 
cient Nifua,  or  Mifua. 

"  Two  leagues  farther  is  Lowbareah,  the 
Aquilaria  of  the  ancients,  where  Curio  landed 
the  troops  that  were  afterwards  cut  to  pieces 
by  Sabura.  There  are  here  feveral  fragments 
of  antiquities  ;  but  none  of  them  very  re- 
markable, except  a  furprifing  cavern •,  for 
from  the  fea-ftiore  to  this  village,  which  is  at 
half  a  mile's  diftance,  is  a  mountain  hollow- 
ed with  great  art  from  the  level  of  the  fea  to 
"  the  height  of  twenty  or  thirty  feet,  with  large 
"  pillars  and  arches  left  (landing  at  proper  dil- 
"  tances  to  fupport  the  mountain. 

"  Thefe  are  the  quarries  mentioned  by  Stra- 
"  bo,  from  whence  the  buildings  of  Carthage, 
"  Utica,  and  many  other  neighbouring  cities, 
"  might  receive  their  materials.  As  this  moun- 
"  tain  is  all  over  fhaded  with  trees ;  as  the 
"  arches  below  lie  open  to  the  fea,  with  a  large 
"  cliff  on  each  fide,  and  the  ifland  of/figimu- 
"  rus,  is  placed  over  againft.  them,  while  fpiings 
"  are  perpetually  running  down  the  rocks,  and 
"  feats  are  railed  for  the  weary  labourer,  we  can 
"  fcarcely  doubt,  but  that  this  is  the  cave  which 
"  Virgil  places  fomewhere  in  this  gulph  ;  not- 
"  withftanding  fome  commentators  have  thought 
"  it  fictitious. 

"  Within  a  long  recefs  there  lies  a  bay, 
"  An  ifland  ftiades  it  from  the  rowling  fea,  . 
"  And  forms  a  port  fecure  for  fhips  to  ride, 
"  Broke  by  the  jutting  land  on  either  fide 
In  double  ftreams  the  briny  waters  glide. 
Betwixt  two  rows  of  rocks,  a  fylvan  fcene 
Appears  above,  and  groves  for  ever  green  : 
A  grott  is  form'd  beneath,  with  moffy  feats, 
To  reft  the  Nereids,  and  exclude  the  heats. 
Down  through  the  crannies  of  the  living  walls 
The   cryftal  ftreams   defcend  in  murmuring 
"  fills. 

Dryden's  Virgil. 

"  A  league  to  the  northward  lies  Cape  Bon, 
called  by  the  ancients  the  Promontory  of  Mer- 
cury ;  from  whence  I  was  well  informed, 
that  the  mountains  of  Sicily  may  fometimes 
be  difcerned  in  fair  weather. 
"  Five  leagues  to  the  fouth-by-eaft  of  Cape 
Bon,  is  the  fmall  promontory  of  Taphitis, 
on  which  the  city  of  Clupea  or  Clypea  was 
anciently  built  •,  btit  there  are  now  no  re- 
mains of  it  to  be  found  ;  for  the  caftle  is  a 
modem  ftructure  ;  and  what  is  called  Cly- 
pea, is  a  knot  of  miferable  hovels  at  a  mile's 
diftance.  Mafinifla  was  fuppofed  to  have 
been  drowned  in  his  flight  from  Bocchar,  in 
a  deep  and  rapid  river  a  little  to  the  fouth- 
ward. 

"  Seven  leagues  to  the  fouth-weft  is  Gurba, 
the  Curobis  or  Curubis  of  the  ancients,  which 
feems  to  have  been  in  former  times  a  confi- 
dei  able  place,  but  the  ruins  of  a  large  aque- 
duct, and  of  the  cifterns  that  received  the 
water,  are  all  the  antiquities  it  now  pofieffes. 
'Tis  laid  that  the  port,  and  a  great  part  of 
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"  the  city,  together  with  the  neighbouring  city 
"  of  Nabal,  were  deftroyed  by  the  lea,  and 
"  that  in  calm  weather  ibme  traces  of  them 
"  may  be  feen. 

"  Nabal  isfltuated  five  leagues  to  the  fouth- 
"  weft  ofGurba,  and  is  a  thriving,  induftrious 
"  town,  famous  for  its  potteries.  It  is  built  in 
"  a  low  fituation,  a  mile  from  the  fea-fhore, 
"  and  about  a  furlong  to  the  wellward  of  the 
"  ancient  Neapolis,  which  feems  to  have  been 
"  a  large  city,  without  including  what  is  fup- 
"  pofed  to  have  been  gained  by  the  Tea. 

"  Here  are  many  inicriptions  upon  ftones  fix 
"  feet  in  length  and  three  in  breadth  ;  but  they 
"  are  fo  defaced,  and  filled  up  with  rubbifh  and 
"  mortar,  that  it  required  more  time  than  my 
"  gui.es  would  allow  me  to  copy  them.  On 
"  the  bank  of  a  little  brook  that  runs  through 
"  the  old  city,  is  a  block  of  white  marble,  on 
"  which  is  curioufiy  carved  a  wolf  in  baflb  re- 
''  lievo. 

"  Travelling  for  the  foace  of  two  leagues 
"  through  a  rugged  roaJ,  delightfully  fhaded 
"  with  olive  trees,  we  come  to  Hamamet,  a 
"  fmall,  but  opulent  city,  compactly  built  upon 
"  a  low  promontory,  and  well  fortified  by  na- 
"  ture. 

"  Some  pillars  and  blocks  of  marble  are  here 
"  to  be  met  with  :  thefe  are  ruins  brought  from 
"  the  neighbouring  places  ;  and  the  city  pro- 
"  bably  takes  its  name  from  the  number  of  wild 
"  pigeons  bread  in  the  cliffs  of  the  adjacent 
u  mountains. 

"  Near  the  fea,  at  two  leagues  diftance,  is  a 
"  Maufoleum  near  twenty  yards  in  diameter, 
erected  in  the  form  of  a  cylindrical  pedeftal 
with  a  vault  underneath,  and  on  the  cornice 
are  feveral  fmall  altars,  each  of  them  inferib- 
ed  with  the  name  of  a  different  perfon.  Thefe 
are  fuppofed  by  the  Arabs  to  have  been  for- 
merly fo  many  lamps  for  the  direction  of  ma- 
riners. 

"  Fifty  miles  from  Utica  is  the  city  of  Bay- 
jah  or  Beja,  the  Vacca  of  Salluft,  a  place  of 
great  trade,  and  the  chief  mart  for  corn  in 
the  whole  kingdom.  The  prefent  city  is 
buiit  on  the  declivity  of  a  hill,  and  has  the 
convenience  of  being  well  watered. 
"  Upon  the  higheft  part  of  it  is  a  citadel  of 
no  great  ftrength  •,  and  on  the  walls,  which 
are  railed  out  of  the  ancient  materials,  are 
feveral  inferiptions.  In  the  plains  that  lie 
"  before  the  city  on  the  banks  of  the  Mejer- 
"  dah,  a  public  fair  is  kept  every  fummer,  to 
"  which  the  mod  diftant  Arabian  tribes  relbrt 
"  with  their  flocks  and  famile  . 

"  Six  leagues  to  the  weft  of  Tunis  is  fituated 
"  Tuburbo,  the  Tuburbum  Minus  of  the  an- 
"  dents,  a  fmall  town  on  the  bank  of  the  Me- 
"  jerdah,  inhabited  by  Andalufian  Moors. 

"  Mahomet,  a  late  Bey  of  this  kingdom, 
"  pb.nted  a  great  variety  of  fruit-trees  in  this 
"  neighbourhood,  placing  each  fpecies  in  a  ie- 
"  parate  grove  •,  thus  the  orange-trees  are  all 
"  placed  by  themfelves,  without  being  mixed 
"  with  the  lime  or  citron  ;  and  where  you  ga- 
"  ther  the  pear  or  apple,  you  are  not  to  expect 
the  peach  or  apricot. 
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"  In  the  adjacent  valley,  the  fame  generous 
"  and  public  fpirited  Prince,  erected  out  of  the 
"  ruins  of  an  ancient  amphitheatre,  a  large 
"  maffy  bridge  or  dam,  with  fluices  and  flood- 
"  gates,  to  raile  the  Mejerdah  to  a  proper 
"  height,  for  the  refrefhing  of  his  plantations  : 
"  but  this  was  too  laudable  a  work  for  it  to 
"  laft  long  in  Barbary,  and  therefore  it  is  en- 
"   tirely  broken  down  and  deftroyed. 

"  On  theeaft  fide  of  the  Mejerdah,  ten  leagues 
"  to  the  fouth-weft  of  Tunis,  is  an  old  trium- 
"  phal  arch,  of  no  extraordinary  beauty  or 
"  workmanfhip  •,  but  has  been  adorned  with  a 
"  variety  of  niches  and  feftoons,  that  are  now 
"  intirely  defaced.  It  appears  by  an  inferip- 
"  tion,  to  have  been  erected  on  the  declenfion 
"  of  the  Roman  empire. 

"  At  the  bottom  of  a  large  winding  of  the 
"  Mejerdah,  is  Slougeah  or  Salowkeah,  the 
"  Municipium  Hidibelenle  of  the  ancients  ;  but 
"  now  a  fmall  village,  remarkable  for -the  in- 
"  fcriptions,  the  remains  of  cifterns,  the  fhafts 
"  and  capitals  of  columns,  and  other  monu- 
"  ments  of  its  ancient  grandeur. 

"  To  the  fouth-weft  is  Dugga,  the  ancient 
"  Thugga,  fituated  upon  the  extremity  of  a 
"  fmall  chain  of  hills,  where  are  feveral  tombs, 
"  mauibleums,  and  the  portico  of  a  temple, 
"  beautifully  adorned  with  fluted  columns ;  on 
"  the  pediment  of  which  is  the  figure  of  an 
"  eagle  finely  executed,  and  below  it  an  inferip- 
"  tion  in  honour  of  the  founders.  There  is 
"  alio  an  infeription  on  the  frize,  and  feveral 
"  others  upon  lquare  ftones. 

"  At  the  diftance  of  about  a  mile  and  a  half 
"  is  Beiffons,  the  Municipium  Agbienfium  of 
"  the  ancients,'  which  is  built  upon  a  hill,  and 
"  has  the  remains  of  two  temples,  and  of  a 
"  caftle  of  later  workmanflftp. 

"  Mufti,  now  called  Seedy  Abdeabbus,  front 
"  a  Marabout  of  that  name  interred  there,  is 
"  fituated  in  a  plain  within  fight  of  Dugga  and 
"  Beiffons,  is  remarkable  for  the  remains  of  a 
"  beautiful  triumphal  arch,  near  which  is  a 
"  ftone  that  might  formerly  belong  to  it,  con- 
"  taining  an  infeription  in  honour  of  Auguftus 
"  Csffar. 

"  At  a  fmall  diftance  is  Keff,  the  Sicca  Ve- 
"  neria  of  the  ancients,  which  is  a  frontier  city, 
"  the  third  for  riches  and  ftrength  intheking- 
"  dom  ;  though  the  greateft  part  of  the  caftle 
"  was  about  nine  years  ago  blown  up  in  the 
"  civil  wars. 

"  The  city  is  fituated  on  the  declivity  of  a 
;'  hill,  with  a  plentiful  fpring  rifing  in  the  mid' 
:'  die  of  it ;  but  fome  ancient  Roman  inferip- 
"  tions  are  the  only  antiquities  to  be  found 
"  there. 

"  Tubernoke,  the  Oppidum  Tuburnicenfe 
"  of  Pliny,  is  feven  leagues  to  the  fouth-fouth- 
"  weft  of  Tunis,  and  built  in  the  form  of  a 
"  creicent,  between  two  ridges  of  a  very  ver- 
"  dant  mountain,  that  form  a  variety  of  wind- 
"  ings  and  narrow  defiles. 

"  The  only  antiquity  to  be  found  there  is 
"  the  gate  of  a  large  edifice,  over  which  is  a 
"  fpreading  pair  of  flag's  horns  well  delineated 
"  in  baflb  relievo, 
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"  Twelve  miles  to  the  fouth-weft  is  Jerraado, 
"  fituated  on  the  declivity  of  a  hill.  There 
"  are  here  the  ruins  of  a  fmall  aqueduct  with 
"  its  citterns,  and  on  the  portal  of  an  ancient 
"  temple,  in  the  fame  ruinous  condition  with 
"  the  city,  is  an  account  of  the  perfons  who 
"  contributed  to  the  building  of  it. 

"  On  the  north-call  extremity  of  a  mountain 
"  named  Zowoan  or  Zagwan,  is  a  fmall  flou- 
"  rifhing  town  of  the  iame  name,  famed  for  the 
"  dying  of  fcarlet  caps,  and  the  bleaching  of 
"  linen  •,  great  quantities  of  both  being  daily 
"  brought  thither  for  that  purpoie  from  all 
"  parts  of  the  kingdom. 

"  Theftream  uled  for  this  purpofe  was  con- 
"  veyed  to  Carthi.ge,  and  over  the  fpring-head 
"  was  a  temple,  the  ruins  of  which  are  ftill  to 
"  be  ieeni  On  an  ancient  gate  of  the  city  is 
"  carved  a  ram's  head,  under  which  is  the  word 
"  Auxins, from  which  it  may  be  prefumed  that 
"  the  city  was  dedicated  to  Jupiter  Amnion. 

"  We  fhall  now  take  a  view  of  the  molt  re- 
"  markable  ohces  in  the  Winter  Circuit.  Here 
"  all  the  parts  I  have  feen  fall  very  fhortof  that 
"  fertility  attributed  to  them  by  the  ancients  ■, 
"  and  particuiuiiy  thofe  near  the  fea-coalt  are 
"  general;;/  or  a  dry,  fandy  nature,  with  no  great 
"  depth  of  foil. 

"  Herkla,  the  Heraclea  of  the  lower  Empire, 
'.'  and  probably  the  Adrumetum  of  the  earlier 
"  ages,  is  built  upun  a  promontory,  two  leagues 
"  to  the  fouth-eaft  of  a  morals,  fuppofed  to 
"  have  been  the  boundary  between  this  pro- 
"  vince  and  Zengitania;  It  appears  to  have 
"  been  little  more  than  a  mile  in  circuit,  and  if 
"  we  may  be  allowed  to  judge  of  its  former 
"  grandeur  by  the  remaining  ruins,  it  will  ap- 
"  pear  a  place  of  importance,  rather  than  of 
"  extent. 

"  That  part  of  the  promontory  which  formed 
"  the  port  feems  to  have  been  walled  in  to  the 
"  very  brink  of  the  lea,  and  to  the  weft  and 
"  fouth-weft  of  this  promontory  were  the  port 
"  and  cothon  which  Cadar  could  not  enter  in 
"  his  purfuit  of  Varus. 

"  The  next  remarkable  place  upon  the  coaft  is 
"  Sufa,  fituated  on  the  northern  extremity  of  a 
"  long  range  of  eminences,  about  five  leagues  to 
"  the  fouth-eaft  of  Herkla.  This  is  the  chief 
"  mart  of  this  kingdom  for  oil  ;  it  has  alio  a 
"  fiouiifhing  trade  in  linens,  and  may  be  reckon- 
"  ed  one  of  the  moft  conliderable  cities  of  the 
"  Tunifeens. 

"  Here  are  fev*.  ral  columns  of  granite,  vaults, 
"  and  other  marks  of  its  being  formerly  a  con- 
"•  fiderable  place.  It  is  walled  round,  and  was 
"  probably  one  of  thole  towns  that  fubmitted 
"  to  Cadar  in  his  march  to  Rufpina. 

"  A  leagi  e  and  a  half  from  Sufa  we  pafs  over 
"  a  valley  which  has  a  rivulet  of  fine  water  run- 
"  ning  through  it  •,  and  half  a  league  farther, 
"  upon  a  declivity  of  the  fame  chain  of  emi- 
"  nencts  with  Sufa,  is  Sahaleel,  where  are  like- 
"  wile  fume  remains  of  antiquities.  It  is  now 
"  fituated  a  mile  from  the  fea,  and  was  proba- 
"  bly  the  ancient  Rufpina. 

"  On  the  extremity  of  a  cape  five  miles  from 
"  Sahaleel,  is  Monalteer,  a  neat  thriving  city, 


"  walled  round  :  but  it  can  lay  no  claim  to  any 
"  extraordinary  antiquity.  At  fome  diftance 
"■  from  this  place  is  Demafs,  the  ancient  Thap- 
"  fus,  fituated  on  a  low  neck  of  land.  From 
"  the  great  extent  of  its  ruins  Herkla,  Sufa,  and 
"  Monafteer,  have  received  large  contributions 
"  in  building  their  walls,  caftles,  and  principal 
"  houfes  ;  it  muft  therefore  have  been  the  moft 
"  confiderable  city  on  this  fide  of  Carthage. 
"  There  ftill  remains  a  great  part  of  the  cothon, 
"  which  is  formed  of  a  compofition  of  fmall 
"  pebbles  and  mortar,  fo  well  cemented  toge- 
"  ther,  that  a  folid  rock  could  not  be  more  hard 
"  and  durable. 

"  El  Medea,  in  the  modern  geography  called 
"  Africa,  is  fituated  upon  a  peninlula  five  miles 
"  to  the  fouth  of  Demas,  and  appears  to  have 
"  been  formerly  a  place  of  great  ltrength.  The 
"  port  was  an  area  near  a  hundred  yards  fquare, 
"  and  lies  within  the  walls  of  the  city  •,  but  is 
"  not  at  prefent  capable  of  receiving  the  fmall- 
"  eft  veffel. 

"  Leo  fays,  it  was  founded  by  Mahdi,  the 
"  firft  patriarch  of  Kairwan,  and  therefore  at 
"  fumed  his  name  •,  but  though  it  might  have 
"  been  pofTibly  rebuilt  by  him,  there  is  fome- 
"  thing  too  regular  and  elegant  in  the  remaining 
"  capitals,  entablatures,  and  other  pieces  of  the 
"  ancient  mafonry,  defaced  as  they  are  at  pre- 
"  fent,  to  fufpect  the  founder  to  have  been  aa 
"  Arabian. 

"  Elalia,  which  feems  to  be  the  Achola  or 
"  Acilla  of  the  ancients,  is  fituated  on  the  bor- 
"  ders  of  a  fertile  plain,  that  extends  from  Sa- 
"  lecfo  to  within  a  few  miles  of  Sbeah.  Befides 
"  the  ruins  common  in  other  places,  there  are 
"  here  feveral  lame  citterns  for  receiving  the 
"  rain-water,  which,  from  the  workmanihip  and 
"  contrivance,  appear  to  had  been  formed  fip.ee 
"  the  invafion  of  the  Saracens. 

"  A  little  farther  is  Capoudia,  the  Ammcnis 
"  Promontorium  of  Strabo,  a  low  narrow  ftrip 
"  of  Ian1,  which  ftretching  a  great  way  mto 
"  the  lea,  has  a  watch-tower  on  its  extremity, 
"  with  the  traces  of  feveral  ruins  that  might 
"  formerly  belong  to  the  city  built  there  by 
"  Juftinian. 

•'  From  this  cape  to  the  ifland  of  Jerba,  is  a 
"  fuccefiion  of  fmall  flat  iflands,  land-banks, 
"  oozy  bottoms,  or  fmall  dephts  of  water.  Of 
"  thefe  fhallows  the  inhabitants  make  no  fmall 
"  advantage,  by  wading  a  mile  or.  two  from  the 
"  fhore,  and  fixing  in  the  various  windings  as 
"  they  go  along,  hurdles  of  reeds,  and  by  this 
"  means  enclofing  great  numbers  of  fifh. 

"  Asfax  or  Sfax,  is  a  neat  thriving  city  wal- 
"  led  round,  where,  by  the  indulgence  of  the 
"  Cadi,  the  inhabitants  enjoy  the  fruits  of  their 
"  induftry,  carry  on  a  good  trade  in  oil,  and 
"  linen  manufactures,  and  know  little  of  that 
"  opprefhon  which  is  feverely  felt  in  moft  other 
"  parts  of  Barbary. 

"  The  materials  ufed  in  building  it  were 
"  brought  from  Thainee,  the  Thenar  of  the 
"  ancients,  once  a  famous  maritime  city,  fitua- 
"  ted  at  ten  miles  diftance,  though  the  country 
"  about  it  is  dry  and  barren,  without  either 
"  fountain  or  rivulet. 

Four 
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"  Four  leagues  to  the  fouth-weit  of  Thakiee 
"  is  Maharefs,  perhaps  the  Macodama  of  the  an- 
"  cients,  a  fm all  village,  where  are  ruins  of  a 
"  large  caftle,  and  fome  citterns  faid  to  have 
"  been  built  by  Sultan  Ben  Eglib,  whole  me* 
"  mory  the  people  highly  relpect,  from  his 
"  having  left  many  public  mai  ...,  benefl- 

"  cence. 

"  Four  leagues  farther 1 1  the  weft  fouth-rweft 
"  are  a  great  number  of  fcpulchres  at  a   place 

called  Ellamaite,    but  they    have  no   inicrip- 

tions,  and    very  little    beauty.     At   Gabs,  a 

new  city  which  riles   from  the   remains  of  an 

old  one  bearing  the  lame  name,  are  many  line 

fquare  granite  pillars, fuch  as  I  have  nowhere 
"  met  with  in  any  part  of  Africa. 

"  The  old  city,  where  we  fee  thefe  ruins,  was 
"  built  upon  a  riling  ground,  at  the  diitance  of 
"  half  a  mile  from  the  new.  It  had  been  for- 
"  merly  warned  by  the  lea,  which  formed  a 
"  bay  near  half  a  mile  in  diameter  :  but  at  pre- 
"  fent  the  greateft  part  of  it  is  filled  up  and 
"  gained  from  the  fea. 

"  There  are  here  feveral  large  plantations  of 
"  palm-trees,  though  the  dates  are  in  every  re- 
"  ipect  inferior  to  thole  of  Jireed.  But  the 
"  chief  branch  of  trade  for  which  this  city  is 
"  now  famous,  arifes  from  the  great  number 
"  of  Aihenna  plants  cultivated  in  gardens,  the 
"  leaves  of  which  dried  and  pounded,  are  dif- 
"  pofed  of  to  good  advantage  in  all  the  mar- 
"  kets  of  this  kingdom. 

"  This  plant,  as  well  as  the  palm,  requires 
"  to  be  well  watered  ;  and  for  that  purpofe 
"  manycanals  from  the  river  Triton,  are  brought 
"  thro'  thele  plantations. 

"  Leaving  the  fea-coaft,  and  taking  an  inland 
"  eourle,  we  foon  arrived  at  Hydrah,  which  is 
"  fituated  in  a  narrow  valley  with  a  rivulet 
"  running  by  it,  and  for  extent  of  ruins  appears 
"  to  have  been  one  of  the  moll  confulcrable 
"  places  in  this  country.  For  there  are  here 
"  the  walls  of  feveral  houfes,  the  pavement  ot 
"  a  whole  ftreet,  with  a  variety  of  altars  and 
"  maufoleums  i till  remaining. 

"  Many  of  the  latter  are  well  preferved,  and 
"  are  of  various  forms,  fome  being  round  and 
"  others  octogonal,  fupported  by  four,  fix  or 
"  eight  columns  :  while  others  again  are  Iquare 
"  compact  buildings,  with  a  niche  in  one  01  the 
"  fronts,  or  a  balcony  on  the  top  ;  but  the  in- 
"  fcriptions  are  either  defaced  by  time  or  the 
"  malice  of  the  Arabs  :  however,"  upon  a  tri- 
"  umphal  arch,  more  remarkable  for  its  large- 
"  nels  than  its  beauty,  is  a  Latin  infeription  in 
"  letters  a  foot  long  ;  but  it  does  not,  as  ufual, 
"  mention  either  the  name  of  the  city,  or  the 
"  people  who  erected  it. 

"  Eight  leagues  to  the  weftward  of  Sufa  is 
"  Kairwan,  the  Vico  Augufti  of  the  ancients. 
'•  It  is  a  walled  city,  and  the  lecond  in  the 
"  Kingdom  for  trade,  and  the  number  of  its 
"  inhabitants.  It  is  fituated  in  a  barren  plain, 
"  and  at  half  a  furlong's  diftance  without  the 
"  walls,  is  a  pond  and  a  capacious  cittern,  built 
"  to  receive  rain-water  ;  but  the  former,  which 
"  is  chiefly  for  the  ufe  of  the  cattle,  drying  up 
"  or  putrifying  in  the  heat  of  fummer,  caufes 
"  agues  and  other  diftempers. 


"  Here  are  fome  fine  remains  of  the  ancient 
architecture,  and  the  great  mofque,  efleem- 
ed  both  the  molt  magnificent  and  the  molt  fa- 
I  in  Barbary,  is  fupported  by  an  almoft  in- 
credible number  of  granite  pillars,  which  the 
the  inhabitants  fay  amount  to  five  hundred  : 
but  I  could  not  be  informed  of  one  fingle 
infeription  ;  and  thole  I  found  in  other  places 
were  either  filled  up  with  cement  or  defaced 
by  the  chifiel. 

"  Elgin  leagues  to  the  weftward  of  Kairwan 
are  the  ruins  of  Truzza,  the  Turzo  of  Pto- 
lemy,  where  are  feveral  vaulted  chamber; 
perpetually  tilled  with  fulphureous  fleams, 
much  frequented  by  the  Arabs  for  the  ufe 
of  fweatihg.  The  river  Mergaleel  waters 
the  neighbouring  country,  and  the  Arabs 
make  ufe  of  it  in  overflowing  the  exten- 
five  plains  that  extend  along  its  banks, 
which  are  feldom  or  never  refrefhed  with 
the  rain. 

"  At  the  diitance  of  a  furlong  from  Spaitla 
the  ancient  Sufetula  is  a  manificent  trium- 
phal arch  of  the  Corinthian  order,  confin- 
ing of  one  large  arch,  and  two  fmaller.,  one 
on  each  fide,  with  the  fragment  of  an  in- 
feription upon  it.  From  thence  all  along 
to  the  city,  is  a  pavement  of  large  black 
(tones,  with  a  parapet  wall  on  each  fide. 
"  At  the  end  of  this  pavement,  we  pafs 
through  a  beautiful  portico  built  in  the 
fame  manner  with  the  triumphal  arch.  This 
leads  into  a  fpacious  court,  where  are  the 
ruins  of  three  contiguous  temples  ;  but  the 
roofs,  porticos  and  fronts  are  broken  down, 
though  all  th  =  other  walls,  with  their  pe- 
diments and  entablatures,  remain  entire.  In 
each  of  them  is  a  niche,  fronting  the  por- 
tico, and  behind  that  in  the  middle  temple 
is  a  fmall  chamber,  which  formerly  ierved, 
perhaps,  for  a  veftry. 

"  Upon  an  eminence  fix  leagues  to  the  weft- 
fouth-weft  of  Spaitla, is  Caflareen.  The  river 
Derb  runs  winding  below  it  •,  and  upon  a 
precipice  that  hangs  over  that  river,  is  a 
triumphal  arch,  more  remarkable  for  the 
quantity  and  value  of  the  materials,  than  for 
the  beauty  and  elegance  of  thedefign.  It  con- 
fills  of  one  large  arch  with  an  attic  ltrudture 
e  it,  that  has  tome  ornaments  refem- 
bling  the  Corinthian  upon  the  entablature, 
though  the  pilafters  are  entirely  Gothic-, 
but  notwithftanmng  the  rudenefs  of  the 
workmanlhip,  and  the  oddnefs  of  the  fitua- 
tion,  it  has  an  infeription,  in  which  Manlius 
Felix,  the  founder,  is  gratefully  comme- 
morated. In  the  plains  below  the  city  are 
many  maufoleums,  upon  one  of  which  is  an 
elegy  in  hexameter  and  pentameter  verfes. 
This  place  feems  to  have  received  its  pie- 
lent  name  from  the  maulbleums,  which  at  a 
diitance  have  the  appearance  of  lb  many 
towers  or  fortrefles. 

"  At  Jemme,  the  Tittra  of  Caefar,  are  many 
antiquities,  as  a  variety  of  columns,  altars 
with  defaced  inlcriptions  ;  and  many  trunks 
and  arms  of  marble  ttat  es,  one  of  which  is 
■  of  the  coloflal  kind  in  armour  ;  another  is 
'  of  a  naked  Venus,  in  the  polturcand  fize  of 

"  the 
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"  the  Medicean  •,  both  by  good  matters ;    but 
"  their  hands  are  broken  off. 

"  This  place  is  alio  remarkably  diftinguifhed 
"  by  beautiful  remains  of  a  fpacious  ampithca- 
"  tre,  that  originally  confifted  of  fixty-four  ar- 
"  ches  and  four  orders  of  columns. 

"  The  upper  order,  which  is,  perhaps,  no 
"  more  than  an  attic,  has  fuffered  by  the  Arabs, 
"  and  in  a  late  revolt  of  thofe  people,  who  ufed 
"  this  place  as  afortrefs,  Mahomet  Bey  blew  up 
"  four  of  the  arches  from  top  to  bottom  ;  other- 
"  wife  nothing  could  be  more  entire  and  beau- 
"  tiful. 

"  On  the  infide  the  platform  of  the  feats,  with 
"  the  galleries  and  Vomitoria  leading  up  to  them 
"  are  ftill  remaining.  The  Arena  is  nearly  cir- 
"  cular  ;  and  in  the  centre  is  a  deep  well  of 
"  hewn  {tone,  where  the  pillar  that  fupportcd 
"  the  Velum,  or  awning,  may  be  fuppoled  to 
"  ha\e  been  fixed. 

"  It  fcems  to  have  been  built  about  the  time 
"  (  f  the  Antonines,  and  as  the  elder  Gordian 
"  was  proclaimed  emperor  at  this  city,  it  is 
"  probable  that  in  gratitude  to  the  place  where 
"  he  obtained  the  purple  he  founded  this  ftruc- 
"  ture. 

"  To  the  ibuthward  of  Jemme  is  Rugga,  the 
"  ancient  Caraga,  famous  for  a  fpacious  ciitern, 
"  that  formerly  fupplied  the  whole  city  with 
"  water,  the  roof  of  which  is  fupported  by  feve- 
"  ral  rows  of  malYy  pillars. 

"•  Ferreanah,  which  from  its  lonely  fituation, 
"  and  other  circumftances,  was  probably  the 
"  Thala  of  Saluft,  lies  in  the  fame  parallel  with 
"  Rugga,  and  was  once  the  largeft  city  of  Biza- 
"  cium,  though  it  has  now  no  other  remains  of 
"  its  ancient  grandeur  but  a  few  granite  and 
"  other  columns,  which,  by  fome  extraordinary 
"  chance,  the  Arabs  have  left  ftanding  on  their 
"  pedeftals. 

"  It  has  been  extremely  well  watered,  for 
"  befides  a  conhderable  brook  that  runs  under 
"  the  walls,  there  have  been  feveral  wells  in  the 
"  city,  each  of  them  furrounded  with  a  corri- 
"  dore,  and  vaulted  over  with  a  cupola.  This, 
"  with  the  goodnefs  of  the  air,  are  the  only  be- 
"  nefits  this  city  can  urge  in  favour  of  its  iitua- 
"  tion  ;  for  excepting  a  fmall  extent  of  ground 
;'  to  the  ibuthward,  which  the  inhabitants  cul- 
"  tivate,  by  refrefhing  it  at  proper  times  with 
"  the  rivulet,  all  the  reft  of  the  adjacent  conn- 
"  try  is  dry,  barren,  and  inhoipiuble. 

"  The  proipect  to  the  weftward,  which  is  the 
"  only  one  it  enjoys,  is  terminated  by  fome 
"  naked  precipices  •,  cr  wheie  the  eye  is  at  li- 
"  berty  to  wander  througli  fome  narrow  clift  or 
"  valley,  we  r.re  entertained  with  no  other 
"  view  than  of  a  defart  fcorched  up  with  per- 
"  petual  drought,  and  glowing  with  the  liin- 
"  beams. 

"  At  twelve  leagues  to  the  eaftward  of  Fer- 
"  reanah  is  Gafsa,  the  ancient  Capfa,  fituated  on 
"  a  rifing  ground  almoft  enclofed  with  moun- 
"  tains  •,  but  the  landicape  is  more  gay  and  ver- 
"  dant  than  that  about  Ferreanah,  from  the 
"  proipecl  it  affords  cf  palm,  olive,  piftachio, 
"  and  other  fruit  trees  :  this  agreeable  fcene  is, 
-k  however,  cf  fmall  extent,  ferving  only  to  re- 


freih  the  eye  in  the  more  diftant  profpect  of 
an  interchange  of  barren  hills  and  valleys. 
The  water  that  refrefhes  thele  trees  is  col- 
lected from  two  fountains,  one  of  which  arifes 
within  the  citadel,  and  the  other  in  the  centre 
of  the  city.  The  latter  is  probably  the  fountain 
mentioned  by  Saluft,  and  was  formerly  co- 
vered with  a  cupola.  It  is  ftill  walled  round, 
and  difcharges  itfelfinto  a  bafon,  defigned, 
perhaps,  for  a  bath. 

"  Theie  two  fprings,  uniting  their  ftreams 
before  they  leave  the  city,  form  a  pretty  large 
brook,  which  from  the  qua/itity  of  water,  and 
the  rapidity  of  the  ftream,  might  continue 
its  courfe  to  a  great  diftance,  were  it  not  con- 
ftantly  ufed  by  the  inhabitants  in  refreshing 
their  plantations. 

"  In  the  walls  of  fome  private  houfes,  and 
particularly  of  the  citadel,  which  is  a  weak 
modern  building,  is  a  great  confufion  of  al- 
tars, columns  of  granite,  and  entablatures, 
that  when  entire  and  in  their  proper  fitua- 
tions,  muft  have  been  great  ornaments  to  the 
city. 

"  We  now  enter  upon  that  part  of  the  Sa- 
hara, which  belongs  to  the  Tunifeens,  and  is 
called  El  Jereed,  or  the  Dry  Country.  The 
villages  in  this  diftricl:  are  built  like  thofe  in 
Algiers, with  mud  walls,  and  rafters  of  palms  ; 
among  them  may  be  found  granite  pillars, 
and  Roman  inferiptions. 
"  The  inhabitants  in  general  trade  in  dates, 
which  they  exchange  for  wheat,  barley,  linen, 
and  other  commodities  brought  from  the 
neighbouring  parts.  The  dates  of  Tozar, 
one  of  thele  villages,  being  moil  efteemed, 
that  is  become  the  principal  mart  for  .them  ; 
great  quantities  of  them  are  exported  at 
iEthiopia,  where  they  are  exchanged  for  black 
finves,  at  the  rate  of  two  or  three  quintals 
for  a  black. 

"  The  villages  in  this  neighbourhood  are  di- 
vided from  others  in  the  province  of  Nifzo- 
wah,  by  the  lake  of  Marks,  which  is  fo  cal- 
led, from  a  number  of  trunks  of  palm  trees 
that  are  placed  at  proper  diftanccs,  to  direct 
the  caravans  in  their  marches  over  the 
plain. 

"  Were  it  not  for  fuch  afiiftances,  travelling 
would  be  here  both  difficult  and  danger- 
ous, as  well  from  the  variety  of  pits  and 
quick-fands  that  could  not  be  otherwife  a- 
voided,  as  that  great  miftakes  might  be  made 
in  pafling  over  a  plain  of  this  extent,  where 
the  horizon  is  as  proper  for  aftronomicai  ob- 
fervations  as  the  iea. 

"  The  lake  extends  near  twenty  leagues  in 
length  ;  and,  where  I  paffed  it,  was  about  fix 
in  breadth  •,  it  has  many  iflands,  one  of  which 
is  large  and  covered  with  dates,  that  accord- 
ing to  a  tradition  of  the  Arabs,  fprung  from 
the  ftones  of  that  fruit,  brought  thither  by  an 
Egyptian  army  for  their  food. 
"  Near  the  eaftern  extremity  of  this  lake  is 
an  entire  mountain  of  fait,  as  hard  and  folid 
as  ftone,  and  of  a  reddifh  or  purple  colour. 
Yet  v/hat  is  wafhed  down  from  theie  preci- 
pices by  the  dews,  attains  another  colour,  be- 

"  coming 
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coming  as  white  as  fnow,  and  lofing  that  bit- 
terneis  which  is  in  the  parent  rock. 
"  Leaving  Maggs,  one  of  the  leffer  villages 
of  the  neighbouring  province  ofNifzowah, 
we  proceed  near  thirty  miles  through  an  un- 
comfortable defart  without  either  herbage  or 
or  water,  till  we  arrive  within  a  few  miles  of 
El  Hammah,  one  of  the  frontier  towns,  where 
the  Tumleens  have  a  caftle  and  garrifon. 
"  At  a  fmall  diftance,  are  fome  remains  of  its 
antiquity,  It  received  its  name  from  the  hot 
baths,  which  are  rei'orted  to  from  all  parts  of 
the  kingdom.     But  thefe  are   only  flickered 


"  from  the  weather,  by  having  a  miferable 
"  thatched  hovel  built  over  them  ;  while  their 
"  bafons,  which  are  about  twelve  feet  lquare 
"  and  four  deep,  have  ftone  benclies  a  little  be- 
"  low  the  furface  of  the  water,  for  the  bathers 
"  to  fit  upon.  One  of  them  is  called  the  Bath 
"  of  Lepers. 

"  The  water  of  thefe  fprings  form  a  rivulet, 
"  which  after  being  conducted  in  a  number  of 
"  fmall  ftreams  through  the  gardens,  is  again 
"  united,  and  directs  its  courfe  towards  the 
"  Lake  of  Marks  ;  but  at  a  few  miles  diftance 
"  is  loft  in  the  land. 


CHAP. 


IV. 


Account  of  the  Manners  and  Cujioms  of  the  People  ;  and  of  the  Climate,  Beajls,  Birds,  Rep- 

tiles^  and  Infefts  of  thefe  Countries. 


"   '~]'"~VHE  roving  unfettled  life  of  the  Arabs, 
;'  and  the  perpetual  grievances  the  Moors 

frequently  fuffer  from  the  Turks,  will 
"  not  permit  either  of  them  to  enjoy  that  liber- 
"  ty  and  fecurity,  which  give  birth  and  encou- 
"  ragement  to  learning :  hence  the  knowledge 
"  of  medicine,  of  philoi'ophy  and  the  mathema- 
"  tics,  which  once  flourifhed  among  the  Arabs, 
"  are  now  fo  loft,  that  there  are  fcarcely  any 
"  traces  of  them  remaining. 

"  The  children  of  the  Moors  and  Turks  are  fent 
"  to  fchool  at  about  fix  years  of  age,  when  they 
"  are  taught  to  read,  and  write,  for  the  value 
of  about  a  penny  a  week  :  inftead  of  paper, 
each  boy  has  a  piece  of  thin  fquare  board 
flightly  daubed  over  with  whiting  ;  on  this  he 
makes  his  letters,  which  may  be  wiped  off"  or 
renewed  at  pleafure. 

"  Having  made  fome  progrefs  in  the  Koran, 
he  is  initiated  in  the  feveral  ceremonies  and 
myfteries  of  religion.  When  a  boy  has  diftin- 
guifhed  himfeli  in  any  of  thefe  branches  of 
learning,  he  is  richly  drefied,'  mounted  upon 
a  hork  finely  caparifoned,  and  conducted  a- 
midft  the  huzzas  of  his  fchool -fellows  thro' 
the  ftreets  ;  while  his  friends  and  relations  af- 
femble  to  congratulate  his  parents,  and  load 
him  with  gifts.  After  being  three  or  four 
years  at  fchool  the  boys  are  put  to  trades,  or 
enrolled  in  the  army,  where  moft  of  them 
foon  forget  all  they  have  learned. 
"  While  I  was  at  Algiers  I  endeavoured  to 
become  acquainted   with   thole   perfons  who 


were  moft   diftinguiftied   for  their  learning 
and    though 


from  their  natural  fhynefs  to 
ftrangers,  and  contempt  of  the  Christians,  it 
is  difficult  to  cultivate  a  real  friendfhip  with 
them,  yet  I  foon  found,  that  their  chief  aftro- 
nomer,  who  fuper-intends  and  regulates  the 
hours  of  prayer,  had  not  the  fkill  to  make  a 
fun-dial  :  that  the  whole  art  of  navigation, 
as  pra&ifed  at  Algiers  and  Tunis,  confifted  of 
nothing  more,  than  what  is  termed  the  prick- 
ing of  a  chart,  and  diftinguifliing  the  eight 
N'  57-  8    G 


principal  points  of  the  compafs  ;  and  that 
even  chemiftry,  formerly  the  favourite  fcience 
of  thefe  people,  is  at  prefent  only  applied  to 
the  diftiliing  a  little  rofe-water. 
"  The  phylicians  chiefly  ftudy  the  Spanifh  e- 
dition  of  Diofcorides  •,  but  the  figures  of  the 
plants  and  animals  are  more  conlulted  than 
the  defcriptions.  Yet  thefe  people  are  natu- 
rally fubtle  and  ingenious  ;  and  nothing 
but  time,  application  and  encouragement,  are 
wanting  to  cultivate  and  improve  their  facul- 
ties. 

"  The  Mahometans  being  for  the  moft  part 
predeftinarians,  pay  little  regard  to  phyfic, 
and  generally  either  leave  the  diforder  to  con- 
tend with  nature,  or  make  ufe  of  charms  and 
incantations.  They,  however,  relbrt  to  bag- 
nios in  all  diftempers,  and  there  are  a  few  re- 
medies in  general  ufe. 

"  Thus  in  pleuritic  and  rheumatic  cafes, 
they  make  feveral  punctures  on  the  part  affec- 
ted with  a  red  hot  iron,  repeating  the  opera- 
tio  !  according  to  the  violence  of  the  difeafe, 
and  the  ftrength  of  the  patient.  They  pour 
frefh  butter  almoft  boiling  hot  into  all  fimple 
gun-fttot  wounds. 

"  The  prickly  pear  roafted  in  the  afhes  is 
applied  hot,  for  the  cure  of  bruifes,  fwellings, 
and  inflammations  •,  and  a  dram  or  two  of 
the  root  of  the  round  birth-wort  is  an  efta- 
blifhed  remedy  for  the  cholic  •,  fome  of  them 
inoculate  for  the  fmall  pox ;  though  this 
practice  is  not  much  in  repute  in  this  part  of 
Barbary,  and  they  tell  a  number  of  ftories  to 
difcourage  the  ufe  of  it. 

"  They  have  few  compound  medicines  •,  how- 
ever, they  ufe  a  mixture  of  myrrh,  faffron, 
■  aloes,    and   fyrup  of   myrtle-berries,    which 
is  often  found  effectual  in  the  cure  of  the 
plague. 

"  I  have  fometimes   been  favoured  with  the 

fight  of  their   ancient   Kalendars,  in  which 

1  the  fun's  place,  the  femidiurnal  and  noctur- 

:  nal  arch,  the    length  of  the  twilight,  with 

"  the 


670 


DOCTOR     SHAW's     TRAVELS 


"  the  feveral  hours  of  prayer  for  each  day  in 
"  the  month,  are  calculated  to  a  minute,  and 
"  beautifully  infertcd  in  proper  columns  :  but 
"  thefe  are  as  little  confuted  as  their  ancient 
"  mathematical  initruments,  of  which  they 
"  know  not '.the  ufe  :  thus  if  the  cloudinefs  of 
"  the  weather  will  not  permit  them  to  adjuft 
"  their  fmall  and  large  hour-glailes,  to  fome  in- 
"  accurate  meridian  lines  they  have  made  for 
"  that  purpofe,  their  times  of  devotion*  which 
"  fliould  be  punctual  to  a  minute,  are  entirely 
"  left  to  the  will  and  pleafure  of  thecryers.  For 
"  public  clocks  are  not  allowed  in  this  country, 
"  which  is  perhaps  owing  to  the  great  averfion 
"  the  Mahomatans  have  to  bells. 

"  Notwithftanding  the  fkill  of  their  anceftors 
"  in  Arithmetic  aed  Algebra,  not  en;  in  twenty 
"  thoufand  appears  to  be  at  preient  acquainted 
"  with  the  firit  operations  in  thefe  branches  of 
"  Mathematics ;  yet  the  merchants  are  fre- 
"  quently  very  dexterous  in  the  addition  and 
"  fubtraction  of  large  fums  by  memory  •,  and 
"  have  alio  a  very  lingular  method  ofnumera- 
"  tion,  by  putting  their  hands  into  each  others 
'<  fleeves,  and  touching  one  another,  with  this 
''  or  that  ringer,  or  a  particular  joint,  each  de- 
''  noting  a  determined  mm  or  number.  Thus 
"  without  moving  their  lips,  they  conclude  bar- 
"  gains  of  the  preateft  value. 

"  Several  clans  of  the  Arabs  go  bare-headed 
"  all  the  year  long,  as  Maiinilfa  did  of  old, 
"  binding  their  temples  only  with  a  narrow 
"  fillet,  to  prevent  their  hair  being  trouble- 
"  fome.  But  the  Moors  and  Turks  in  general, 
"  with  fome  of  the  richer  clans  of  Arabs,  wear 
"  upon  the  crowns  of  their  heads  a  fmall  cap 
"  of  fcarlet  woollen  cloth,  of  the  manufacture 
"  of  the  country.  The  turbant  is  folded  round 
"  the  bottom  of  thefe  caps,  and  by  the  fafhion 
"  of  the  folds  the  feveral  orders  of  foldiers  are 
"  diftinguiihed,  not  only  from  the  tradefmen 
"  and  citizens,  but  from  one  another. 

"  The  Arabs  wear  a  loofe  garment,  called 
"  a  hyke,  which  is  a  piece  cf  cloth  of  their 
"  own  manufacture,  ufually  fix  yards  long, 
"  and  five  or  fix  feet  in  breadth  ;  this,  which 
"  they  wrap  round  them,  and  gird  up  with 
"  a  fafh,  ferves  them  for  a  complete  drefs  in 
"  the  day,  and  for  a  bed  and  covering  by 
"  night. 

"  Above  this  they  wear  a  cloak  or  upper 
"*  garment  called  a  burnoofe,  which  is  wove 
"  in  one  piece  with  a  kind  of  hood  for  the 
"  head  ;  it  is  alio  tight  about  his  neck, 
"  and  widens  below  like  a  cloak  :  but  this 
"  is  only  worn  in  rainy  and  very  cold  wea- 
"  ther. 

"  Some  of  them  wear  under  their  hykes  a 
"  clofe-bodied  frock,  or  tunic,  with  or  without 
"  fleeves,  which,  as  well  as  the  hyke,  is  gird- 
"  ed  about  their  bodies,  efpecially  when  they  are 
"  engaged  in  any  labour  or  exercife,  at  which 
"  time  they  ufually  throw  off  their  hykes 
"  and  burnoofes,  and  remain  only  in  their 
41  tunics. 

"  Of  this  kind  was  probably  the  habit  worn 
"  by  our  Saviour,  when  he  is  laid  "  to  lay 
?'  alide  his  garments,  and  to  take  a  towel  and 


"  gird  himfelf;  John  xiii.  4."  Their  girdles 
"  are  ufually  of  worfted,  wove  into  a  variety  of 
"  figures,  and  made  to  wrap  feveral  times  round 
"  their  bodies.  One  end  being  doubled  and 
"  fewed  along  the  edges,  ferves  for  a  purfe  ;  in 
"  this  girdle  the  Turks  and  Arabs  alfo  fix  their 
"  knives  and  poniards  •,  while  the  writers  diftin- 
"  guifh  themlelves  by  having  an  inkhorn,  the 
"  badge  of  their  office,  fufpended  in  the  like 
"  fituation. 

"  The  Turks  and  Moors  wear  linen  under 
"•  their  tunics  ;  but  the  Arabs  in  general  wear 
"  nothing  butwoollen.  However,  in  fonleplaces 
"  it  is  cuilomary  for  the  Arab  bridegroom  and 
"  bride  to  wear  each  a  fhirt  at  the  celebration 
"  of  their  nuptials  ;  but  then  they  are  not  to 
"  wafh  or  pull  them  off,  while  any  part  of 
"  them  is  remainins.  The  fleeves  of  thofe 
"  worn  by  the  men,  are  wide  and  open,  with- 
"  out  any  folds  at  the  wrift,  while  thofe  of  the 
"  women  are  made  with  gauze,  and  different 
**  coloured  ribbons,  interchangeably  fewn  to- 
"  gether. 

"  The  Bedoweens,  who  live  in  tents,  are* 
"  not  accultomcd  to  wear  drawers  •,  though  the 
"  citizens  of  both  iexes  conftantly  appear  in 
"  them,  efpeciallv  when  they  go  abroad  or 
"  recave  vifits.  The  virgins  are  diflinguifhtd 
"  from  thofe  of  the  matrons  in  having  theiis 
"  made  cf  needle  work,  llriped  filk,  or 
"  linen  :  but  when  the  women  are  at  home, 
"  or  m  private,  they  lay  afide  their  hykes,  and 
"  fometimes  their  tunics,  and  inftead  ofdraw- 
"  ers,  bind  only  a  towel  about  their  loins. 

"  It  is  obfervable  that  when  the  Mooiifh 
'•  women  appear  in  public,  thty  conftantly  fold 
"  themlelves  fo  clofe  up  in  their  hykes,  that 
"  very  little  of  their  faces  can  be  feen  :  but  in 
"  the  fummer  months,  when  they  retire  to  their 
"  country  feats,  they  walk  abroad  with  left 
"  caution  and  referve,  and  upon  the  approach 
"  of  a  ftranger  only  let  fall  their  veils. 

"  They  all  affect:  to  have  their  hair  hang 
"  down  to  the  ground,  which  they  collect  into 
"  one  lock,  upon  the  hinder  part  of  the  head, 
"  binding  and  plaiting  it  \\i:h  ribbons  ;  but 
"  where  nature  has  been  lefs  liberal,  they  fup- 
"  ply  the  defect  by  adding  artificial,  to  the  na~ 
"  fural  locks. 

"  The  hair  being  thus  adorned,  they  tie 
"  clofe  together  above  the  lock  the  feveral  cor- 
"  ners  of  a  triangular  piece  of  linen,  wrought 
"  with  the  needle  in  a  variety  of  figures. 

"  Thofe  of  fuperior  fortune  wear  a  farmah, 
"  as  it  is  called,  which  is  nearly  of  the  fame 
"  fhape  as  the  other  head-drefs  ;  but  is  made 
"  of  thin  flexible  plates  of  gold  or  filver,  cut 
"  through  and  engraved  in  imitation  of  lace. 
"  A  handkerchief  of  filk,  gauze,  crape,  or 
"  painted  linen  bound  clofe  about  the  farmah, 
"  and  negligently  falling  upon  the  lock,  com- 
"  pletes  their  drefs. 

"  However,  none  cf  thefe  ladies  think  them 
"  felves  completely  adorned,  till  they  have  tinged 
"  the  hair  and  the  edges  of  their  eye-lids  with 
"  the  powder  of  lead  ore. 

"  This  operation  is  performed  by  dipping  a 
"  wooden  bodkin  of  the  thicknefs  of  a  quill 

"  into 
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"  into    the    powder,    a  n     drawing    it 

**  under  the  eye-lids,  over  tl  I  i  of  the  eye, 
"  which  communicates  to  the  eyes  a  foory  co- 
'■  lour,  that  is  thought  to  add'a  ful  grace 

"  to  perlbns  of  all  complexions. 

"  This  practice  is  of  great  antiquity  ;  for 
"  we  find  that  when  Jezebel  is  laid  ';  '1  o  have 
"  painted  her  face,"  the  original  words  are, 
"  She  adj lifted  (or  fet  oft)  her  eyes  with  the 
"  powder  of  lead  ore."  2  Kings  ;::.  30. 

"  Indeed  this  kind  of  ornament  was  not 
"  only  made  ufe  of  by  the  Eaftern  nations,  but 
"  by  the  Greeks  and  Romans. 

"  The  Turks  and  Moors  are  early  rifers,  and 
"  conflantly  attend  the  public  devotions  at  break 
"  of  day.  After  which  each  perfdn  is  employed 
"  in  his  proper  trade  and  occupation  till  ten  in 
"  the  morning,  the  ulual  time  of  dining  j  re 
'*  turning  again  to  bufinefs  till  the  afternoon 
"  prayers,  when  all  kind  of  work  ceufes,  and 
"  the  /hops  are  (hut  up. 

"•  The  iupper  commonly  follows  the  prayers 
"  of  fun-fct,  and  then  repeating  the  fame  at  the 
"  fettino;  of  the  watch,  when  it  begins  to  be 
*'  dark,  they  go  to  bed  immediately  after. 

"  Some  cf  the  graver  people,  who  have  no 
"  conftant  employ,  fpend  the  day,  either  in 
"  converfing  with  one  another  in  the  barber's 
"  (hops,  in  the  Bazar,  or  at  a  Coft'ee-houfe  •, 
"  while  a  great  part  of  the  Turkifh  and  Mooriih 
"  youth,  with  many  of  the  unmarried  foldiers 
"  aitend  their  concubines  with  wine  and  mufic 
*\  into  the  fields,  or  make  merry  at  one  of  the 
*'  public  taverns  •,  which  though  prohibited  by 
"  their  religion,  thefe  governments  are  oblig- 
"  ed  from  the  neccflity  of  the  times,  to  dif- 
"  penfe  with. 

f  "  The  lives  of  the  Arabs  are  one  continued 
"  round  of  idlenefs  or  diverfions.  When  they 
"  are  not  called  abroad  by  any  paftime,  they 
"  fpend  the  day  in  loitering  at  home,  fmoak- 
"  ing  their  pipes*  and  repoiing  themfelves  un- 
"  der  fome  neighbouring  'hade. 

"  They  have  not  the  lead  relifti  for  do- 
"  medic  pleasures,  are  feldom  known  to  con- 
C1  vcrfe  with  their  wives,  or  play  with  their 
"  (  The  Arab  places  his  higheft  fatis- 

"  faction  in  his  horfe,  and  is  feldom  in  high 
"  fpirits,  but  when  riding  at  full  fpeed,  or 
"  hunting. 

"  The  Eaftern  nations  in  general  are  very 
"  dexterous  at  this  exercife,  ai:d  upon  one  of 
"  the  medallions  of  Conftantine's  arch  is  a 
"  beautiful  reprefentation  of  this  fport,  as  per- 
"  formed  at  prefent  by  the  AraDS  i  who,  hav- 
''•  ing  rouzed  the  beaft  from  his  retirement,  and 
"  purfued  it  into  fome  adjacent  plain,  endea- 
"  vour,  by  frequently  overtaking  and  turning 
"  it,  to  tire  and  perplex  it,  and  then  watch- 
"  ing  an  opportunity,  they  fix  lances  in  its 
"  fides. 

"  At  the  hunting-  of  the  lion  a  whole  diftrict 
"  is  fummoned  to  appear,  who  forming  them- 
"  felves  into  a  circle,  at  firft  enclofe  a  fpace 
"  three  or  four  miles  in  compafs,  according  to 
"  the  number  of  the  people,  and  the  nature  ol 
"  the  ground. 

The    footmen    advance    firft,    ruftiing  into 


"  the  thickets  with  their  dogs,  and  lances,  to 
"  rouze  their  game,  while  the  horfemen  keep- 
"  ing  behind,  are  always  ready  to  (ally  on  the 
"  wild  beaft.  They  full  proceed,  contracting 
"  the  circle,  till  at  laft  they  either  clofe  in  to- 
'•  gether,  or  meet  with  diverlion. 

"  The  accidental  paftimc  upon  thefe  occa- 
"  fions  is  fometimes  extremely  diverting ;  for 
"  the  variotis  animals  within  t!ie  circle  being 
"  thus  drove  together,  they  feldom  fail  of  hav- 
"  ing  a  variety  of  agreeable  chanes  after  hares, 
"  jackals,  leopards,  hyenas,  and  other  wild 
"  beafts. 

"  It  is  a  common  observation  in  this  ccun- 
"  try,  that  the  moment  the  lion  is  rouzed  he 
'l  will  endeavour  to  feize  upon  the  perfon  near- 
"  eft  him,  and  fuffer  himfelf  to  be  cut  to  pieces 
"  rather  than  quit  that  hold. 

"  Hawking  is  one  of  the  principal  diver- 
"  fions  of  the  Arabs  and  gentry  of  the  King- 
"  dom  of  Tunis,  where  the  woods  afford 
"  a  beautiful  variety  cf  hawks  and  falcons. 

"  Thofe  who  delight  in  fowling,  initead  of 
"  fpringing  the  game  with  dogs,  fliade  them- 
"  felves  with  a  piece  of  canvals  ftretched  upon 
"  two  reeds,  and  painted  with  the  figure  of  a 
"  leopard.  Thus  concealed,  the  fowler  walks 
"  through  the  brakes  and  avenues,  lookino- 
"  through  fome  holes  a  little  below  the  top 
"  of  the  ikrecn,  to  obferve  what  pafles  before 
"  him. 

"  It  is  remarkable  that  the  partridges,  and 
"  fome  other  birds,  on  the  approach  of 
"  the  canvafs,  covey  together,  though  they 
"  were  before  at  fome  diftance  from  each  o- 
"  ther  ;  and  the  woo  cock,  quail,  and  other 
"  birds  that  commonly  feed  in  flocks,  will,  on 
"  feeing  it,  ftand  ilill  with  a  look  of  aftonifh- 
"  menf. 

"  Thus  the  fportfman  has  ari  opportunity  of 
"  coming  near  them,  when  refting  the  Ikreen 
"  upon  the  ground,  and  direction  the  muzzle 
"  of  his  piece  through  one  of  the  holes,  he 
"  fhoots  a  whole  covey  at  once. 

"  The  Arabs  have  alio  another  method  of 
"  catching  partidges  5  for  cbierving  that  after 
"  their  being  haftily  fprung  two  or  three  times, 
"  they  become  fatigued  and  languid,  they  then 
"  run  in  upon  them,  and  knock  them  down 
"  with  their  zerwatties,  which  are  fhort  fticks 
''  bound,  round  with  iron,  or  inlaid  with  pew- 
':  ter  or  brafs.  Thefe  ferve  thofe  Arabs  who 
"  are  not  mailers  of  a  gun  for  offenfive  and  de- 
*'  fenfive  weapons. 

"  With  refpedl  to  the  manners  and  cuftoms 
"  of  the  Bedowecns,  they  retain  many  of  .thofe 
"  we  read  of  in  facred  and  profane  hiftory  ;  for 
"  excepting  their  religion,  they  are  the  fame 
"  people  they  were  two  or  three  thoufand  years 


"  ago. 


"  Upon  meeting  one  another,  they  ftill  ufe 
"  the  primitive  falutation,  Peace  be  unto  you. 
"  The  inferiors  out  of  deference  and  refpecl  kifs 
"  the  feet,  knees,  or  garments  of  their  fupe- 
"  riors  •,  while  the  children  or  kinsfolks  pay  the 
"  fame  refpecl  to  the  heads  of  their  parents,  and 
"  aged  relations. 

"  In  falutingeach  other  they    lay  their  right 

"  hand 
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"  hand  upon  their  breaft,  while  thofe  who  are 
"  more  intimately  acquainted,  or  are  of  an  e- 
"  qual  age  and  dignity,  mutually  kifs  the  hand, 
"  head  or  moulder  of"  each  other:  At  the  feaft 
"  of  their  Bairam,  and  other  great  iolemnities, 
"  the  wife  compliments  her  hulband  by  killing 
"  his  hand. 

"  Here  perfons  of  the  higheft  character,  like 
"  the  ancient  patriarchs,  and  the  heroes  of  Ho- 
"  mer,  perform  what  we  fhouki  term  menial 
"  employments.  The  greateil  prince  of  thefe 
"  countries  is  not  alhamed  to  fetch  a  lamb  from 
"  his  flock  and  kdl  it,  while  the  princefs  makes 
"  hafte  to  prepare  her  fire  and  keule,  and  then 
"  drefies  it. 

"  The  cuftom  of  walking  either  bare-foot  or 
"  with  fandals,  renders  the  compliment  of  waflv 
"  ing  the  Granger's  feet  ftill  neceffary.  This 
"  is  done  by  the  m  after  of  the  family,  who  fir  ft 
"  prefents  himfelf,  and  is  always  the  moft  offi- 
"  cious  in  this  act  of  kindnefs. 

"  When  his  entertainment  is  prepared,  he 
"  would  think  it  a  fhame  to  fit  down  with  his 
"  guefts  ;  inftea'd  of  which  he  ftands  all  the 
"  time,  and  v/aits  upon  them.  Yet  notwith- 
"  ftanding  this  refpedt,  thole  are  fometimes  o- 
"  vertaken  and  pillaged  in  the  morning,  by  the 
"  very  perfons  who  have  entertained  them  with 
"  fuch  hofpitality  at  night. 

"  However,  to  the  honour  of  the  weftern 
"  Moors,  they  cany  on  a  trade  with  fome  bar- 
"  barous  nations  bordering  on  the  river  Niger, 
"  without  feeing  the  perfons  they  trade  with, 
"  or  their  having  once  broke  through  that  ori- 
"  ginal  charter  of  commerce,  which  from  time 
"  immemorial  has  been  fettled  between  them. 

"  The  method  is  this  :  at  a  certain  time  of 
"  the  year,  which,  if  I  am  not  miftaken,  is  the 
"  winter,  they  make  this  journey  in  a  numerous 
"  caravan,  carrying  with  them  firings  of  coral, 
"  glafs  beads,  bracelets  of  horn,  knives,  fcif- 
"  fars,  and  the  like. 

"  On  their  arriving  at  the  place  appointed, 
"  which  is  on  a  certain  day  of  the  moon,  they 
"  find  in  the  evening  feveral  heaps  of  gold  dull 
"  at  a  imall  diftance  from  each  other,  againft 
"  which  the  Moors  place  fo  many  of  their  trin- 
"  kets  as  they  judge  will  be  taken  for  the  value. 
"  If  the  Nigritians  the  next  morning  approve  of 
"  the  bargain,  they  take  up  the  trinkets  and 
"  leave  the  gold,  or  elfe  make  fome  deduc- 
"  tions  from  the  gold  duft,  &c.  Thus  to  their 
"  great  honour,  they  tn.nfact.  their  exchange, 
"  without  the  leaft  inftance  of  perfidioufnefs  or 
"  difhonetty. 

"  The  ancient  cuftom  of  plighting  their  troth, 
"  by  drinking  out  of  each  other's  hand,  is,  at 
"  prei'ent,  the  only  ceremony  ufed  by  the  Alge- 
"  rines  in  their  marriages.  But  the  contract  is 
"  to  be  firft  agreed  upon  between  the  parents, 
"  in  which  mention  is  made  not  only  of  the 
"  ium  of  money  which  the  bridegroom  fettles 
'*  on  the  bride,  but  of  the  feveral  changes  of 
'*  raiment,  the  quantity  of  the  jewels,  and  the 
"  number  of  flaves  with  which  the  bride  is  to 
Lt  be  attended,  when  fhe  firft  waits  upon  her 
"  hufband. 

";  The   parties   never  fee   each  other  till   the 


"  marriage  is  to  be  confummated,  when  the 
"  relations  being  withdrawn,  the  bridegroom 
"  firft  unveils,  and  then  undreffes  the  bride. 
"  The  hufband  may  put  away  his  wife  when 
"  he  pleaies,  upon  the  forfeiture  of  the  fortune 
"  he  has  fettled  upon  her  :  but  he  cannot  after- 
"  wards  take  her  again,  till  after  fhe  is  married 
"  and  bedded  by  another  man. 

"  The  civility  and  refpedt  paid  by  the  poli- 
"  ter  nations  to  the  fair,  are  here  confidered  as 
"  abfurd  infringements  of  the  law  of  nature, 
"  which  afiigns  the  pre-eminence  to  man.  For 
"  the  wives  of  this  country,  are  only  confidered 
"  as  a  fuperior  clafs  of  lervants,  who  are  yet 
"  to  have  the  greateft  fhare  of  toil  and  bufi- 
"   nefs. 

"  While  the  lazy  hufbands  take  their  re- 
"  pofe  under  fome  neighbouring  fbade,  and  the 
"  young  men  and  maidens  attend  the  flocks, 
"  the  wives  are  either  all  day  employed  at  their 
"  looms,  grinding  at  the  mill,  or  dreffing  pro- 
"  vifions  ;  and  to  conclude  the  day,  they  ftill 
"  take  a  pitcher,  or  a  goat's  fkin,  and  tying 
"  their  lucking  children  to  their  backs,  trudge 
"  two  or  three  miles  to  fetch  water.  Yet  in 
"  the  midft  of  all  this  bufmefs,  neither  thefe 
"  country  ladies,  nor  thofe  of  better  fafhion  in 
"  cities,  will  lay  afide  any  of  their  ornaments, 
'■  neither  their  nofe-jeweis,  their  bracelets  for 
"  their  arms  and  legs,  or  their  ear-rings,  all  of 
"  which  are  very  cumberfome  :  nor  will  omit 
"  tinging  their  eyes  with  lead  ore  :  fo  prevalent 
"  is  cuftom,  and  fo  zealous  are  even  the  ladies 
"  in  Barbary  to  appear  in  the  fafhion. 

"  The  greateft  part  of  the  Moorifh  women 
"  would  be  efteemed  beauties  even  in  England. 
"  Their  children  have  the  fineft  complexions  of 
"  any  nation  whatfoever  •,  but  the  boys  are  fo 
"  expofed  to  the  fun,  that  they  foon  attain  the 
"  fwarthinefs  of  the  Arab  ;  however,  the  girls 
"  keeping  more  at  home,  preferve  their  beauty 
"  till  they  are  thirty,  when  they  are  ufually 
"  pall  child-bearing, 

"  One  of  thefe  girls  is  fometimes  a  mother  at 
"  eleven,  and  a  grandmother  at  twenty-two, 
"  and  their  lives  being  ufually  as  long  as  thole 
"  of  the  Europeans,  thefe  matrons  lometimes 
"  live  to  fee  their  children  of  many  genera- 
"  tions. 

'■  No  nation  in  the  world  is  fo  fuperftitious 
"  as  the  Arabs,  or  even  the  Mahometans  in 
"  general.  They  hang  the  figure  of  an  open 
"  hand  round  the  neck  of  their  children,  and 
"  both  the  Turks  and  Moors  paint  it  upon  their 
"  fhips  and  houfes  as  a  counter-charm  to  an 
"  evil  eye. 

"  The  people  who  are  grown  up  always  car- 
"  ry  about  with  them  fome  paragraph  of  the 
"  Koran,  which  they  place  upon  their  breaft, 
"  or  few  under  their  caps,  to  prevent  fafcina- 
"  tion  and  witchcraft,  and  to  fecure  themfelves 
"  from  licknefs  and  misfortunes.  The  virtues 
"  of  thefe  charms  are  fiippofed  to  be  fo  univer- 
"  fal,  that  they  alfo  hang  them  to  the  necks  of 
"  their  cattle,  their  horfes  and  other  beafts  of 
"   burthen. 

"  It  is  a  prevailing  opinion  all  over  this  coun- 
"  try,    that  many  difeafes  proceed  from  fome 
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"  offence  given  to  tl)e  jenoune,  a  fort  of  beings 
"  y  die  M;  een   the  an- 

"  g<  is.     Theft:  are   fuppofed  to 

"  frequent  (hades  and  fountains,  and  to  aflume 
"  the  bodies  of  worms,  toads,  and  other  little 
"  animals  •,  which  being  always  in  their  way, 
"  are  every  moment  liable  to  be  molefted  and 
"  hurt. 

"  When  any  one  is  therefore  maimed  or 
"  fickly,  he  rancies  tliat  he  has  injured  one  of 
"  thefe  beings,  and  immediately  the  women, 
"  who  are  (killed  in  thefe  ceremonies,  go  upon 
"  a  Wed  .  /,  with  frankincerde  and  other 
"  perfumes,  to  fome  neighbouring  fpring,  and 
"  there  facrifice  a  cock  or  a  hen,  a  ram  or  an 
"  ewe,  &c.  according  to  the  lex  and  quality  of 
"  the  patient,  and  the  nature  of  the  difeafe  ;  a 
"  male, being  facrified  for  the  female  lex,  and 
"  a  tem.de  for  the  men. 

'•  "i  netans  have  a  great  veneration 

"  for  their  Marabutts,  who  are  generally  p  . 
"  fons  01  a  rigid  auftere  life,  continually  em- 
"  ploying  themillves,  eithir  in  counting  over 
"  their  beads,  or  in  meditation  and  prayer. 
"  Their  chaolet  ufualiy  cohfifts  of  ninety -nine 
"  beads,  on  touching  each  of  which  they  either 
"  lay,  God  be  ,   God  is  great,  or  God 

"  forgive  me.  This  faintfhip  goes  by  fuccef 
"  lion,  and  the  fon,  provided  he  can  behave 
"  with  equal  gravity,  is  entitled  to  the  fame 
"  reverence  and  eileem  with  the  father. 

"  Some  of  them  pretend  to  lee  virions, 
"  and  to  cohverfc  with  the  deity,  while  o- 
".  tliers  are  fuppoied  to  work  miracles.  Being 
"  with  Seedy  Muftafa,  the  Cai  the  weft- 

"  em  pro\  ince,  he  told  me,  in  the  prefenee  of  a 
"  number  of  Arabian  Sheik?,  who  vouched  for 
"  the  fact,  that  a  neighbouring  Marabutt  had 
"  a  folid  iron  bar,  which,  upon  command, 
"  would  give  the  fame  report,  and  do  as  much 
"  execution  as  apiece  of  cannon  •,  and  that  once 
"  th.e  whole  Algerine  army,  on  demanding  too 
"  exorbitant  a  tax  from  the  Arabs  under  his 
"  protection,  were  put  to  flight  by  the  miracle. 
"  Yet,  notwithstanding  the  frequency,  as 
"  they  pretended,  of  the  experiment,  all  the 
"  merit  I  ui  t  convincing  a  Chriitian,  and 

"   :  citations  of  the  company,  the  Mata- 

"   butt  had  too  much  policy  to  hazard  Ids  repu- 
"  tation  by  putting  it  to  the  pr 

"  At  Scteef  I  Taw  a  Marabutt  famous  for 
"  vomiting  fire  •,  but  tho'  I  was  at  firft  much 
"  lurprized  at  feeing  his  mouth  fuddenly  in  a 
"  bLze,  and  at  the  violent  agonies  he  counter- 
*•'  felted  at  the  fame  time,  I  afterwards  plainly 
"4  perceived  that  it  was  all  a  trick,  and  that  the 
"  fames  and  fmoke  with  which  he  was  iurround- 
"  ed,  arofe  from  fome  tow  and  lulphur  which 
'*  he  contrived  to  let  on  lire  under  his  burnoofe. 
tl  The  method  of  building  both  in  Barbary 
"  and  the  Levant,  feems  to  have  continued  the 
"  lame  without  any  alteraiion,  from*  the  molt 
"  early  ages.  Their  houfes  are  fquare  build- 
"  ings    with   fiat  roofs,    furrounding  a    court, 


"  where  alone  they  are  ornamented. 

"  Indeed,  large  doors,  fpacious  chambers, 
"  marble  pavements,  cloyftered  courts,  with 
"  fountains  ies   playing   in   the   rriidft, 

"  are  well  adapted  to  the  heat  of  the  climate. 

"  On  quieting  the  itreets,  which  are  ufually 
"  narrow,  with  a  range  of  fhops  on  each  fide, 
"  and  entering  one  of  the  principal  houfes,  we 
"  lirft  pais  through  a  porch  or  gateway,  with 
"  benches  on  each  fide,  where  the  mailer  of  the 
"  family  receives  vilits,  and  difpatches  his  bufi- 
"  nefs  ;  few  perfons,  not  even  the  nearcft  rela- 
"  tions,  having  admiflion  any  farther,  except 
"  upon  extraordinary  occafions. 

"  From  hence  you  pafs  into  the  court,  which, 
'u  King  open  to  the  weather,  is,  according  to 
"  the  ability  of  the  owner,  paved  with  marble, 
"  or  Inch  coarfer  materials  as  are  proper  to 
"  car:  he  water. 

"  When  a  number  of  people  are  to  be  admit- 
"  ted,  as  upon  th.e  celebration  of  a  marriage, 
"  the  ciroumcilion  of  a  child,  or  other  occa- 
"  fions  of  the  like  nature,  they  are  feldom  re- 
"  ceived  into  any  of  the  chambers,  but  into 
"  this  court,  which  is  then  covered  with  mats 
"  and  carpets  for  their  more  commodious  enter- 
"  tainment ;  and  to  fnelter  them  from  the  h 
"  of  the  weather,  a  kind  of  veil,  as  it  may  be 
"  called,  is  expanded  upon  ropes  from  one  fi  de 
"  of  the  parapet  wall  or  lattice  of  the  flat  roof 
"  to  the  other. 

"  From  this  covering,  which  may  be  folded 
"  or  unfolded  at  pleafure,  the  Pfalmitt  feems  to 
"  allude,  in  that  beautiful  expreffion,  "  Thou 
"  fpreadeft  out  the  heavens  like  a  curtain." 

"  This  court  is  generally  furrounded  with  as 
"  many  cloyfters  one  above  another,  as  the 
"  houfe  is  ftories  high,  with  either  a  baluftrade 
"  or  lattice-work,  round  thofe  above,  to  pre- 
"  vent  any  one's  falling  down. 

"  From  the  cloyfter  and  gallery,  you  are 
"  conducted  into  large  fpacious  chambers  of 
"  the  fame  length  with  the  court  ;  but  feldom 
"  or  never  having  a  communication  with  each 
"  other,  and  one  of  thefe  rooms  frequently 
"  icrves  a  whole  family  ;  particularly  when  feve- 
"  ral  perfons  join  in  the  rent  of  a  houfe  ;  whence 
"  thefe  cities  are  extremely  populous  in  pro- 
"  portion  to  their  extent.* 

"  The  molques  are  exactly  in  the  form  of  our 
"  churches,  only  inftead  of  feats  and  benches, 
"  the  floor  is  only  covered  with  mats.     A  pul- 
"  pit  is  erected  near  the  middle  of  them,  from 
"  whence  the  Mufti,  or  one  of  the  Imans,  every 
1    "  Friday  explains  a  part  of  the  Koran,  and  ex- 
I   "  horts  the  people  to  piety  and  good  works. 
"  At  a  fmall  distance  from  the  cities  and  vil- 
"  lages,  is  a   large  fpot  of  ground  alotted  for 
"  burying  the  dead.     Each  family  has  a  parti- 
"  cular  part  of  it  walled  in  like  a  garden,  where 
"  the  bones   of  their  anceitors   have  remained 
"  undisturbed  for  many  generations.     In  thefe 
"  enclofures  the  graves  are  all  diftincl   and  fe- 
"  parate,  having   each  a   ltone  placed  upr; 
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both  at  the  head  and  feet,  while  the  interme- 
diate fpace  is  either  planted  with  flowers, 
bordered  round  with  ilone,  or  paved  all  over 
with  tiles. 

"  The  graves  of  the  principal  perfons  are  alfo 
diftinguifhed  by  fquare  rooms  with  cupolas 
built  over  them,  which  being  conftantly  kept 
clean,  white-wafhed  and  beautified,  they  con- 
tinue to  this  day,  an  excellent  comment  upon 
the  expreffion  of  our  Saviour,  where  he  com- 
pares the  hypocrites  to  "  whited  fepulchres, 
which  appear  outwardly  beautitu],  but  are 
'•  within  full  of  dead  men's  bones  and  all  un- 
"  cleannefs :  Matth.  xxiii.  27." 

"  Having  thus  defcribed  the  buildings  of  the 
"  cities,  we  ihall  take  a  view  of  the  habitations 
"  of  the  Bedoweens  and  Kabyles,  the  former 
"  the  inhabitants  of  the  plains,  and  the  latter  of 
"  the  mountains. 

"  The  tents  of  the  Bedoweens  are  of  an  ob- 
"  long  figure  refembling  the  hull  of  a  fhip 
"  turned  upfide  down,  and  are  covered  with  a 
"  coarfe  hair-cloth.  They  differ  in  fize  in 
"  proportion  to  the  number  of  perfons  who 
"  live  in  them,  and  are  accordingly  fupported, 
"  fome  with  one  pole  eight  or  ten  feet  high, 
"  and  others  with  two  or  three  of  the  fame 
"  length,  while  a  curtain  or  carpet  placed  upon 
"  occafion  at  each  of  thefe  divifions,  feparates 
"  the  whole  into  feveral  apartments,  and  thefe 
"  poles  being  covered  with  hooks,  the  Arabs 
"  hang  upon  them  their  cloaths,  faddles,  bafk- 
"  ets,  and  accoutrements  of  war. 

"  They  take  their  reft,  by  lying  upon  a  mat 
w  or  carpet  without  a  bed,  mattrefs  or  pillow, 
*'  and  only  wrapped  up  in  their  hykes.  When 
"  we  find  any  number  of  thefe  tents  together, 
"  and  I  have  feen  from  three  to  three  hundred  : 
**  they  are  ufually  placed  in  a  circle,  and  in  the 
"  night  the  cattle  are  inclofed  in  the  area  in  the 
c'  middle,  to  fecure  them  from  the  wild  beafts. 
"  The  defcription  Virgil  has  given  of  their  man- 
"  ner  of  living  and  decamping,  is  as  juftly 
"  drawn,  as  if  his  cbiervations  were  but  lately 
"  made. 

"  From  the  encampments  of  the  Bedoweens 
"  we  are  to  proceed  to  the  villages  of  the  Ka- 
"  byles,  which  confift  of  a  number  of  cottages 
"  railed  either  with  hurdles  daubed  over  with 
"  mud,  with  the  materials  of  fome  ancient'  ruins, 
"  or  with  fquare  cakes  of  clay  baked  in  the 
"  fun  ;  while  the  roofs  are  covered  with  ftraw 
"  or  turf,  fupported  by  reeds,  or  the  branches 
:'  of  trees. 

"  There  is  feldorr.  more  than  one  room  in  the 
'  largeft  of  them,  which  not  only  ferves  for  a 
■'  kitchen,  dining-room,  and  bed-chamber  : 
1  but  one  cornerof  it  is  referved  for  their  calves, 
'  foals,  and  kids. 
"  In  thefe  huts  the  women  make  their  blank 

*  ets  called  hykes,  and  the  goats-hair  cloth  for 
1  their  tents  •,  weaving  them  not  with  a  fhuttle, 
■  but  conducting  every  thread  of  the  woof  with 

•  their  finger ■;. 

"  We  fhall  now  proceed  to  a  defcription  of 
the  trade  and  manufacture  of  thefe  countries 
in   general  -,  one  principal   branch  of  which  ' 
is  that  of  carpets.     Thefe  are  made  of  coarfer 


"  materials,  and  are  not  fo  beautifully  defigned 
"  as  thofe  of  Turkey  ;  but  being  fofter  and 
"  cheaper,  they  are  perferred  by  thefe  people 
"  to  lie  upon. 

"  Both  at  Algiers  and  Tunis  are  looms  for 
"  velvet,  tafcties,  and  feveral  kinds  of  wrought 
"  filks.  Over  all  thefe  kingdoms  is  made  a 
"  coarfe  fort  of  linnen ;  but  that  made  at  Sufa 
"  is  the  fineft.  The  greateft  part  of  the  manu- 
"  faclures  is  confumed  at  home  •,  but  fome  of 
"  them  are  fo  inconfiderable,  particularly  the 
"  filk  and  linnen,  that  the  deficiencies  are  fre- 
"  quently  made  up  from  Europe.  Indeed 
"  thefe  parts  of  Barbary  fend  very  few  of  their 
"  commodities  to  market. 

"  The  cultivated  parts  of  thefe  kingdoms 
"  enjoy  a  very  wholeibme  air,  neither  too  hot 
"  and  fultry  in  fummer,  nor  too  fharp  and 
"  cold  in  winter.  For  during  the  fpace  of 
"  twelve  years  in  which  I  attended  the  factory  at 
"  Algiers,  the  Thermometer,  funk  only  twice 
"  to  the  freezing  point,  and  then  the  whole 
"  country  was  covered  with  fnow. 

"  The  feafons  infenfibly  fall  into  each  other  ; 
"  and  the  extraordinary  equability  in  the  tem- 
"  perature  of  the  climate  appears  from  the 
"  barometer's  fhtwing  all  the  revolutions  of 
"  the  weather  in  the  fpace  of  an  inch  and  a 
"  half. 

"  In  this  climate  rain  is  feldom  known  to  fait 
"  in  the  fummer  feafon  ;  and  in  moft  parts  of 
"  the  Sahara,  particularly  thofe  of  Jereed, 
"  there  is  rarely  any  rain  at  all.  When  I  was 
"  at  Tozer  in  December  1727,  we  had  a  fmall 
"  drizling  rain,  that  laitcd  two  hours,  on 
"  which  feveral  of  the  houfes,  which,  as  ufual, 
"  were  only  built  of  palm  branches,  and  tiles 
"  baked  in  the  fun,  fell  down  by  imbibing  the 
"  moifcure,  and  had  the  drops  been  either 
"  larger,  or  the  fhower  of  a  longer  continu- 
"  ance,  the  whole  city  would  doubtlefs  have 
"  diflblved  and  dropt  to  pieces. 

"  In  the  other  parts,  the  firft  rains  fall  in 
"  September  and  October,  after  which  the 
"  Arabs  break  up  the  ground,  and  begin  to 
"  fow  wheat,  and  plant  beans  &c.  If  the 
"  latter  rains  fall  in  the  middle  of  April,  as 
"  they  ufually  do,  the  crop  is  reckoned  fe- 
"  cure  ;  the  harveft  following  in  the  latter 
"  end  of  May,  or  the  beginning  of  June. 

"  The  country  produces  feveral  kinds  of 
"  grain,  befides  all  thefe  of  Europe,  except 
"  oats,  particularly  rice  and  a  white  fort  of 
"  millet,  with  fome  forts  of  pulfe  unknown  in 
"  England. 

"  The  Moors  and  Arabs  ftill  continue  to 
"  follow  the  primitive  cuftom  of  the  Eaft  in 
"  treading  out  their  corn,  which  is  a  quicker. 
"  but  lefs  cleanly  method  than  ours  :  for  this 
"  being  done  upon  a  level  piece  of  ground, 
"  only  daubed  over  with  horfe  dung,  a  great 
"  deal  of  earth  and    "ravel  mu ft   unavoidably 

O  J 

"  be  gathered  up  with  the  grain  ;  befides  all 
"  the  ltraw  is  broke  to  pieces.  After  the 
"  grain  is  trodden  out,  it  is  only  winnowed, 
"  by  throwing  it  into  the  wind  with  fhovels : 
"  it  is  then  lodged  in  fubterraneous  maga- 
"  zines,  two  or  three  hundred  of  which  I  have 

fome- 
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"  fometiir.es  feen  together,  and   the  fmalleft  of 
"  them  would  contain  four  hundred  bufhels. 

"  Provifibns  of  all  kinds  are  fold  extreme. 
"  ly  cheap.  You  may  have  a  large  piece  of 
"  bread,  a  bundle  of  turnip;,  or  a  I'm  all  bafke.t 
"  of  fruit,  for  the  fix  hundred  and  ninety  lixth 
"  part  of  a  dollar,  of  three  (hillings  and  fix* 
"  pence  of  our  money.  Fowls  are  frequently 
"  bought  for  three  half-pence  a-piece  ;  a  fheep 
."  for  three  fhillings  and  fixpence,  and  a  cow 
"  and  a  calf  for  a  guinea.  It  is  happy  for 
"  thefe  people,  that  one  year  with  another  they 
"  can  have  a  bufiiel  of  the  belt  wheat  for  fif- 
"  teen  or  eighteen-pcnce  :  tor  the  inhabitants 
"  of  thefe  countries,  as  well  as  the  Eaftern 
"  nations  in  general,  are  great  eaters  of  bread  ; 
"  three  perfons  in  four  living  entirely  upon  it, 
"  or  upon  fuch  compofitions  as  are  made  of 
"  wheat  and  barley  flour. 

"  In  cities  and  villages,  the  bread  is  ufually 
"  leavened  and  baked  in  public  ovens  ;  but  a- 
"  mong  the  Bedoweens,  the  dough  is  no  fooner 
"  kneaded  than  it  is  made  into  thin  cakes, 
"  which  are  either  immediately  baked  upon  the 
"  coals,  or  fryed  in  a  pan  with  butter. 

"  All  the  fruits  of  Europe,  befides  thofe 
"  found  in  Egypt,  are  produced  here,  except 
"  the  hazel-nut,  the  filbert,  the  goofberry  and 
"  currant-tree.  But  their  gardens  are  laid  out 
"  without  method  and  defign,  and  are  a  con- 
"  fufed  medley  of  trees,  with  beds  of  cabbages, 
"  turnips,  beans,  and  fometimes  of  wheat  and 
"  barley  difperfed  among  them. 

"  Fine  walks  and  parterres  they  would  confi- 
"  deras  the  lofs  of  fo  much  foil ;  and  theftudy  of 
"  new  improvements,  they  would  regard  as  fo 
"  many  deviations  from  the  practice  of  their  an- 
"  ceftors,  which  they  follow  with  the  utmoft 
"  reverence. 

"  Lead  and  iron  are  the  only  metals  difco- 
"  vered  in  thefe  countries.  The  latter  is  white 
"  and  good,  though  in  no  great  quantify  •,  it 
'-  being  dug  and  forced  by  the  Kabyles  in  the 
"  mountainous  diflricTb  of  Boujeiah,  and  brought 
"  in  fliort  bars  to  the  market  of  Algiers.  It 
"  will  not  be  improper  to  relate  here  Ehe  ftory 
"  the  people  tell  of  the  plough-fhares  of  Maho- 
"  met  Bey  of  Tunis. 

"  This  perfon  had  the  misfortune  to   be  de- 
"  throned  by  his  lubjeits ;  but  having  the  re- 
"  putation  of  being  acquainted  with  the  philo- 
"  fopher's  ftone,  Ibrabim  Hojiah,  Dey  of  Al- 
"  gier?,  engaged  to  reftore  him   to  his   former 
"  dignity,  upon  promife   of  being  let  into  the 
"  fecret.     The  affair  was    accordingly  agreed 
"  upon  and   Mahomet  was   reftor'd  :  when  to 
"  fulfil  his  promife,  he  fent  the  Dey  of  Algiers, 
"  with    great  pomp  and  ceremony   a  number 
"  of  mattocks  and  plough-fhares ;  thus  emble- 
"  matically   inftruc"r.ing   him,    that   the  wealth 
"  of  his   kingdom  was  to  raife  from  a  diligent 
"  attendance  upon  agriculture  and  hufbandry  ; 
"  and  that  the  only  philofopher's  ftone  he  could 
"  acquaint  him  with,  was  the  art  of  converting 
"  a  good  crop  into  gold. 

*'  The  beafts  of  burthen  in  this  country  are 
"  camels,  a  few  dromedaries :  horfes,  which 
"  of  late  have  much  degenerated  in  this  coun- 


"  try  ;  affes,  mules,  and  a  creature  called  the 
"  Kumrah,  a  little  ferviceable  beaft  of  bur- 
"  then  begot  between  an  afs  and  a  cow.  That 
"  which  I  law  was  fingle  hoofed  like  the  afs, 
"  but  different  from  it  in  every  other  re- 
"  fpec"t,  having  a  fieeker  fkin,  and  the  tail  and 
"  head,  though  without  horns,  refembling  the 
"  dam's. 

"  The  black  cattle  are  fmall,  flendcr,  and 
"  afford  but  little  milk.  Abdy  Bafia  the  late 
"  Dey  of  Algiers,  and  all  his  minifters,  were 
"  greatly  furprized,  when  Admiral  Cavendifh 
"  a  few  years  ago  told  him,  that  he  had  a 
"  Hampfhire  cow  aboard  the  Canterbury,  then 
"  in  the  road  of  Algiers,  that  gave  a  gallon 
"  of  milk  a  day,  which  is  as  much  as  half 
"  a  dozen  of  the  bell  Barbary  cows  could 
"  yield  in  the  fame  time  :  befides  the  Barbary 
"  cattle  always  lofe  their  calves  and  their  milk 
"  together. 

"  The  fheep  and  goats  alfo  help  to  fupply 
"  the  dairies,  the  cheefc  being  chiefly  made  of 
"  their  milk.  Inftead  of  rennet,  they  in  fum- 
"  mer  make  life  of  the  fio.vers  of  the  great 
"  headed  thiftle,  or  wild  artichoak,  to  turn 
"  the  milk  •,  putting  the  curds  thus  made  into 
-  "  fmall  bafkets  of  ru  flies  or  palmetta,  and  af- 
"  terwards  binding  and  preffing  them. 

"  Thefe  cheefes  are  ufually  of  the  fhape  and 
"  fize  of  a  penny  loaf.  Their  butter  is  nei- 
"  ther  of  fuch  fubftance,  nor  of  fo  rich  a  tafte 
"  as  ours  :  their  only  method  of  making  it, 
"  is  by  putting  their  cream  into  a  goat  fkin, 
"  which  being  fufpended  from  one  fide  of  the 
"  tent  to  the  other,  and  prefifed  to  and  fro  in 
"  one  uniform  direction,  foon  occafions  the  fe- 
"  paration  of  the  butter  from  the  whey. 

"  The  fheep  here  are  of  two  forts,  one  of 
"  them  common  all  over  the  Levant,  as  well 
"  as  in  the  Kingdom  of  Tunis,  is  diftinguifh- 
"  ed  by  its  having  a  large  broad  tail,  which 
"  confiits  of  hard  folid  fat,  not  inferior  to  mar- 
"  row  •,  but  the  flefh  of  this  fheep  generally 
"  taftes  of  the  wool,  and  has  not  the  tender 
"  fibres  of  the  fmaller  tailed  fheep.  Thofe 
"  of  the  other  fpecies  are  nearly  as  tall  as  our 
"  fallow  deer,  and  excepting  the  head,  are 
"  not  much  different  in  fhape  ;  but  their  fkfh 
"  is  dry,  and  their  fleeces  as  coarfe  and  hairy 
"  as  the  goats. 

c;  A    gelding    among  the   horfes,    an   ox  a- 
''  mong  the  horned  cattle,  or  a  weather  among 
'  the   fheep,  is  feldom  if  ever  known  in  this 
•'  country. 

"  For  fuch  males  among  the  fheep  and 
"  horned  cattle,  as  are  more  than  fufficient 
"  for  the  prefervation  of  the  fpecies,  have, 
"  when  they  are  about  three  months  old,  their 
"  tefticles  only  fqueezed  •,  the  Mahometans 
"  thinking  it  an  a£t  of  great  cruelty  to  caftrate 
"  any  but  their  own  fpecies. 

"  Several  of  the  Arabian  tribes  that  can  bring 
"  into  the  field  only  three  or  four  hundred  horfes, 
"  have  more  than  as  many  thoufand  camels, 
"  and  triple  again  that  number  of  black  cattle 
"  and  fheep. 

"  The  Arabs  feldom  kill  any  of  their  flocks  •, 
"  for  they  live  chiefly  upon  the  milk  and  but- 

"  ter, 
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ter,  or  upon  what  they  get  in  exchange  for 
the  wool.  The  number  of  cattle  likewife 
brought  to  the  neighbouring  towns  and  vil- 
lages, is  alio  very  inconfiderable,  when 
compared  with  the  yearly  breed  ;  fo  that 
the  flock  of  cattle  is  continually  increa- 
sing. 

"  Of  the  cattle  not  naturally  tame,  are  a 
kind  of  wild  cows,  which  aie  remarkable 
for  having  a.- rounder  turn  of  body,  a  flatter 
face,  with  horns  bending  mere  towards  each 
other,  than  the  tame  kind.  Thefe  are  near- 
ly of  the  fize  and  colour  of  the  red  deer. 
The  young  calves  of  this  ipecies  quickly 
grow  tame,  and  herd  with  other  cattle. 
"  The  Lerwee,  the  moil  timorous  ipecies  of 
the  goat  kind,  is  fo  fearful,  that  when  pur- 
sued, it  will  precipitate  itfelf  down  rocks  and 
precipices. 

"  It  is  of  the  fize  of  an  heifer  •,  but  the  body 
is  mure  rounded,  with  a  tuft  of  ihagged  hair 
on  the  knees  and  neck  •,  it  is  of  the  colour  of 
the  red  deer,  but  the  horns,  which  are  above 
a  foot  long,  are  wrinkled  and  turned  back 
like  the  goals.  There  are  alio  feveral  ipecies 
of  the  Antelope,  and  Deer  kind. 
"  Amonc  the  ravenous  beafts  are  the  lion  and 
the  panther  ;  but  the  tyger  is  not  a  native  of 
this  part  of  Barbary.  Some  authors  in  their 
deferiptions  of  this  country  pretend  that  the 
women  may  be  familiar  with  the  lion  ;  and 
that  upon  taking  a  ftick  and  calling  him  Ta- 
hanne  or  cuckold,  and  fuch  like  names,  he 
1  will  immediately  fly  from  the  flocks  they  are 
attending  •,  this   may  poffibly   happen    when 

•  the  lion  is  fatiated  with  food  •,  for  the  Arabs 

■  fay,  they   lofe  their   ficrcenefs,  fo  that  a  wo- 

■  man  may  then  fieze  their  prey,  and  refcue  it 
'  out  of  their  jaws.  Thefe  inftanccs  are  how - 
:  ever  rare,  it  oftener  happening  that  they  de- 
1  vour  women  as  well  as  men,  for  want  of  o- 

ther  food. 

"  Fire  is  what  they  are  moil   afraid  of,   and 

•  yet  notwithftanding  all  the  precautions  of  the 

■  Arabs  in  this  refpeci,  together  with  the  bark- 

■  ins:  of  their  doa;s  all  the  nip_ht    lone;,  thefe 

■  ravenous  beafts  frequently  out-braving  thefe 

•  terrors,  will  leap  into  the  midft  of  the  circle 

■  ■  inclofed   by  the  tents,  and    bring  out   alive 

•  with  them,  a  fh<.ep  or  a  goat. 

"  If  thefe  ravages   are   repeated,    the  Arabs 
'■  obferving  where  they  enter,  dig  a  pit  and  co- 

■  vering  it  over  (lightly  with  reeds,  or  linall 
branches  of  trees,  frequently  catch  them,  and 
feed  on  their  flefh,  which  is  much  eftecmed, 
it  having  the  tafte  of  veal. 

"  After  the  lion  and  panther  the  Dubbah  is 
the  nerceft  of  the  wild  beafts  of  Barbary.  It 
is  of  the  fize  of  a  wolf,  but  has  a  flatter  body; 
it  naturally  limps  upon  its  hinder  right  leg, 
yet  is  tolerably  fwift.  Its  neck  is  fo  ftiff  that 
in  looking  behind^  or  inatching  obliquely  at 
any  objects,  it  is  obliged  to  move  its  whole 
body. 

"■  It  is  of  a  reddifh  buff,  or  dun-colour,  with 
feme  tranfverfe  ftreaks  of  a  dark  brown  :  it 
has  a  mane  near  a  fpan  long,  and  the  feet, 


"  which  are  well  armed  with  claws,  ferve  to  dig 
"  up  the  roots  of  plants,  and  fometimes  the 
"  e raves  of  the  dead. 

"  The  Faadh  is  fpotted  like  the  lecpard  ; 
"  but  the  fkin  is  coarier  and  of  a  deeper  colour, 
"  and  the  animal  is  not  of  fo  fierce  a  nature. 
'*  The  Arabs  imagine  it  begot  by  a  lion  and  a 
"  leopardefs. 

"  There  are  alfo  two  other  animals  marked 
"  like  the  leopard,  but  their  fpots  are  generally 
"  of  a  darker  colour,  and  the  fur  fomewhat 
"  longer  and  fofter :  one  of  the  cat  kind,  is  a- 
"  bout  a  third  lefs  than  a  full-grown  leopard, 
"  that  may  be  taken  for  a  fpecies  of  the  lynx. 

"  The  other  has  a  fmall  pointed  head,  with 
"  the  teeth,  feet,  and  fome  other  parts,  refemb- 
"  ling  thofe  of  the  weefel.  The  body,  which  is 
"  only  abcut  a  foot  long,  is  round  and  flender, 
"  with  a  regular  fucceffion  of  black  and  white 
"  ringlets  upon  the  tail. 

"  The  Jackal!-,  and  an  animal  called  the 
"  Blackear'd  Cat,  are  both  fuppofed  to  find  out 
"  p:ey  for  the  lion,  and  are  therefore  each  cal- 
"  led  the  lion's  provider  ;  though  it  may  be 
"  much  doubted,  whether  there  be  any  fuch' 
"  friendly  intercourfe  between  two  fuch  difier- 
"  ent  animals. 

"  In  the  night-time,  indeed,  thefe,  with  o- 
"  ther  kinds,  are  prowling  in  fearch  of  prey,  and 
"  in  the  morning  they  have  often  been  feen 
"  gnawing  fuch  carcaffes,  as  the  lion  is  fup- 
"  pofed  to  have  fed  upon  the  night  before. 

"  This,  and  the  promifcuous  noile  I  have 
"  frequently  heard  the  Jackall  at  leaf!  make 
"  with  the  lion,  are  the  only  circumftances  I 
"  am  acquainted  with  in  favour  of  this  opi- 
"  nion. 

"  The  lion  is  fuppofed  to  feed  chiefly  on  the 
"  wild  boar  :  but  that  animal  fometimes  defends 
"  itfelf  with  fuch  courage,  that  the  carcaffes  of 
"  both  have  been  found  lying  dead  together,  co- 
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"  vered  with  blood  and  dreadfully  mangled. 

"  Eefides  thefe,  and  fome  other  creatures  not 
"  common  in  other  places;  there  are  in  Bar- 
"  bary  bears,  apes,  haies,  rabbits,  ferrets,  wee- 
'•  fels,  moles,  porcupines,  and  foxes  ;  camele- 
"  ons,  and  feveral  kinds  of  lizards. 

"  Of  the  Serpent  kind,  the  moil  remarkable 
"  is  the  Thaibanne,  fome  of  which  I  have  been 
"  informed,  are  three  or  four  yards  long,  and 
"  I  have  feen  fome  puries  made  of  their  ikins, 
"  which  were  four  inches  or  more  in  diame- 
"  ter. 

■'  The  Zurreike,  which,  as  well  as  the  for- 
"  mer,  is  a  ferpent  of  the  Sahara,  and  is  about 
"  fifteen  inches  long  ;  it  is  flender.  and  remark- 
"  able  for  darting  itfelf  along  with  great  fwift- 
"  nefs  ;  but  the  moil  malignant  of  this  tribe 
"  is  the  Lerfah,  which  appears  to  be  the  burn- 
"  ing  Dipfas  of  the  ancients,  and  is  feld.om  a- 
"  bove  a  foot  long. 

"  Among  the  birds,  are  Eagles  and  feveral 
"  kinds  of  Hawks  ;  the  Crow  of  the  Deiart, 
"  and  the  Shagarag,  which  is  of  the  flee  and 
"  fhape  of  the  Jay,  though  it  has  a  fma'Uer  bill 
"  and  fhorter  legs  ;  the  body  is  brownifh  ;  the 
"  head,  neck   and  belly,  are  of  a  light  green, 

and 
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and  on  the  wings  and  tail  are  rings  of  a 
deep  blue. 

"  The  Houbaara  is  as  large  as  a  capon,  and 
is  of  a  light  dun  colour,  marked  all  over 
with  little  ftreaks  of  brown.  The  wings  are 
black,  with  a  white  fpot  in  the  middle  ;  and 
the  feathers  of  the  neck  are  remarkable  for 
their  length,  and  for  being  erected  when  it  is 
attacked  or  provoked  :  the  bill  is  flat  like 
the  darling's,  and  near  an  inch  and  a  half 
long. 

"  The  Rhaad  is  of  two  fpecies  :  the  fmaller 
is  of  the  fize  of  an  ordinary  pullet ;  but  the 
larger  is  almoft  as  big  as  a  capon,  and  alfo 
differs  from  the  lefler,  in  having  a  black  head, 
with  a  tuft  of  dark  blue  feathers  immediate- 
ly below  it.  The  belly  of  them  both  are 
white  ;  the  back  and  the  wings  are  of  a  buff- 
colour,  fpotted  with  brown  ;  but  the  tail  is 
lighter,  and  marked  all  along  with  black 
tranfverfe  ltreaks. 

"  The  Kitawiah,  frequents  the  moft  barren, 
as  the  Rhaad  does  the  moft  fertile  parts  of 
thefe  countries.  It  refembles  a  dove  in  its 
fize  andihape,  and  has  fhort,  feathered  feet  : 
but  the  body  is  of  a  livid-colour,  fpotted  with 
black  -,  the  belly  is  blackifh,  and  upon  the 
throat  is  the  figure  of  a  half-moon  of  a  beau- 
tiful yellow.  The  tip  of  each  feather  in  the 
tail  has  a  white  fpot  upon  ir,  and  the  middle 
one  is  long  and  pointed.  The  flefh,  both  of 
this  bird  and  the  Rhaad,  is  of  an  agreeable 
tafte,  and  eafy  of  digeftion.  There  are  here 
alio  Partridges,  Quails,  Wood-cocks,  and 
feveral  other  wild-fowl. 


"  Among  the  fmaller  birds  is  the  Green 
Thrufh,  which  is  not  inferior  to  the  Ameri- 
can bids  in  the  richnefs  of  its  plumage.  The 
head,  neck,  and  back,  are  of  a  light  green  : 
the  breaft  white  and  fpotted  ;  the  win°;s  of  a 
lark-colour  ;  the  rump  of  a  beautiful  yellow, 
and  the  extremity  of  the  tail  and  wings  are 
tipped  with  the  fame  colour.  This  bird  ap- 
pears only  in  the  fummer  months. 
"  Among  the  fmall  thick-billed  birds,  is  the 
Capfi  Sparrow,  which  is  of  the  fize  of  the 
common  houfe-fparrow  :  it  is  of  a  lark-co- 
lour, but  the  breaft  is  fomewhat  lighter,  and 
fhines  like  that  of  a  pigeon. 
"  This  bird  is  remarkable  for  the  fweetnefs  of 
its  note,  which  infinitely  exceeds  that  of  the 
Canary-bird,  or  Nightingale  :  but  it  is  of  fo 
delicate  a  nature,  as  immediately  to  languifh. 
and  pine  away  on  its  being  removed  into  a 
different  climate.  Here  are  alfo  feveral  kinds 
of  water-fowls,  befides  thofe  common  in  Eng- 
land. 

"  The  infects  are  very  numerous  •,  among 
thefe  there  is  a  curious  fpecies  of  the  Butter- 
fly, which  is  near  four  inches  from  the  tip  of 
one  wing  to  that  of  the  other,  and  all  over 
beautifully  ftreaked  with  murrey  and  yellow, 
except  the  edges  of  the  lower  wings,  which 
being  indented,  and  ending  in  a  narrow  ftrip 
or  lappet  of  an  inch  long,  are  elegantly  bor- 
dered with  yellow,  and  near  the  tail  is  a  fpot 
of  carnation. 

"  There  are  here  Adderbolts  three  inches 
and  a  half  in  length,  and  Locufts  that  are 
three  inches  long. 
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E  R  M  A  N  Y,  which  is  called  by  the 
French  Allemagne,  and  by  the  natives 
themfelves  Deutfchland,  is  bounded  by 
France,  the  Netherlands,  and  the  German  Sea 
on  the  weft  ;  by  South  Jutland  and  the  Baltic 
on  the  north  ;  by  Polilh  Pruflia,  Poland,  and 
Hungary  on   the  eaft  ;   and  by  the   Gulph  of 
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Venice,  the  dominions  of  the  ftate  of  Venice 
and  Swiflerland  on  the  fouth  ;  extending  from 
450  4'  to  540  40'  north  latitude,  and  from  61 
to  19°  45'  eaft  longitude:  accordingly  its  great- 
eft  extent  from  north  to  fouth  is  fix  hundred 
and  forty  Englifh  miles  in  length,  and  five 
hundred  and  fifty  in  breadth, 

Ger~ 
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Germany  is  divided  into  ten  circles,  in  order 
to  promote  and  maintain  the  public  welfare  -, 
for  the  more  juft  divifion  and  collection  of  the 
aids  granted  by  the  empire,  either  in  men  or 
money  •,  and  for  preventing  and  remedying  the 
diibrders  in  the  taxes,  coinage,  &c. 

The  circles  have,  however,  no  particular  re- 
gulation with  refpect  to  precedence,  but  are 
very  differently  ranked  in  the  ordinances  and 
acts  of  the  empire.  Thefe  are  the  Auftrian, 
the  Burguniian,  the  Electoral  Rhenifh,  the 
Franconian,  the  Swabian,  the  Upper  Rhenifh, 
the  Lower  Rhenifh,  Weftphalian,  the  Upper 
and  Lower  Saxon. 

But  this  divifion  of  the  circles  is  imperfect, 
in  not  including  all  the  dominions  of  the  Ger- 
man empire  ,  for  Bohemia,  Moravia,  the  Lufa- 
tias,  and  the  Silefias,  are  not  comprized  within 
them  :  nor  was  a  furficient  regard  paid  to  the 
fituatiofi  of  the  countries. 

Willi  relped  to  religion,  the  circles  are  divid- 
ed into  thole  that  are  entirely  Popiih,  as  the 
Auftrian  and  Burgundian  ;  into  fuch  as  are 
wholly  Proteftant,  which  are  thole  of  Upper  and 
Lower  Saxony  •,  and  into  the  mixed,  to  which 
all  the  others  belong. 

The  emperor's  title  runs  thus,  "  F.  by  the 
"  grace  of  God  elected  a  Roman  emperor,  and 
"  at  all  times  augmenter  of  the  empire  of  Ger- 
"  many."  Ne::t  follow  the  titles  of  the  here- 
ditary imperial  dominions.  The  ftates  of  the 
empire  give  the  emperor  the  title  of  moft  illuf- 
trious,  moll  powerful,  and  moft  invincible  Ro- 
man emperor  ;  but  the  laft  is  omitted  by  the 
electors.  The  prerogatives  of  the  emperor 
confift  partly  in  his  being  looked  upon  by 
all  other  crowned  heads  and  ftates  in  Eu- 
rope as  the  firft  European  potentate,  and  con- 
fequently  has  precedence  given  him  and  his  am- 
bafladors.  With  refpect  to  the  German  empire, 
he  is  its  fupreme  head,  and  as  fuch  enjoys  many 
privileges.  Yet  his  power  in  the  adminiftra- 
tionofthe  German  empire  is  limited,  as  well  by 
the  capitulation  of  the  election,  the  other  laws 
of  the  empire,  by  treaties,  as  by  the  cuftoms 
of  the  empire. 

Thole  privileges  which  he  has  the  right  of 
exercifing  without  the  advice  of  the  ftates,  are 
called  his  refervata  •,  but  his  greateft  power 
does  not  confift  in  thefe,  which  are  far  from 
being  repugnant  to  the  liberties  of  the  ftates  of 
the  empire. 

His  rights,  with  rtfpe.t  to  ecclefiaftical  af- 
fairs, coniift  in  little  more  thin  confirming  ec- 
clefiaftical elections,  and  fending  commiftaries 
to  the  elections  of  archbifhops,  bifhops,  and 
abbots,  that  they  may  be  performed  in  due  or- 
der ;  but  the  commiffary  is  never  perfonally 
prefent  at  thefe  elections. 

With  refpect  to  temporal  affairs,  the  em- 
peror has  the  right  of  bellowing  perfonal  dig- 
nities ;  as  for  inftance,  the  creating  of  noble- 
men, as  lords,  barons,  counts,  who  enjoy  the 
dignity  of  princes,  and  of  knights  and  gentry, 
as  alio  that  of  railing  countries  and  territories 
to  a  higher  rank  -,  of  bellowing  coats  of  arms, 
as  alio 
them 


the  enlarging 


g,  improving,  and  altering 


He  has  the  power  of  eftablifiiing  univer- 
fities,  and  enabling  them  to  confer  academical 
degrees  ;  of  granting  a  right  of  holding  fairs 
and  markets,  and  of  erecting  any  piace  into  a 
fanctuary. 

He  has  likewife  the  power  of  bellowing 
letter  of  refpite,  of  fecuring  a  debtor  againft 
his  creditor,  and  of  confering  majority  on 
minors. 

He  can  put  children  who  are  born  out  of 
wedlock  upon  the  footing  of  fuch  as  are  legiti- 
mate ;  can  confirm  the  contracts  and  ftipula- 
tions  of  the  members  of  the  empire  ;  and  fo 
far  remit  the  oaths  extorted  from  them,  that 
they  may  commence  an  action  at  law  againft  ano- 
ther, on  account  of  the  very  thing  for  which  the 
oath  was  admin  iftered. 

The  emperor,  however,  has  no  right,  with- 
out the  content  of  the  collectives  ftates  of  the 
empire,  to  put  one  of  thofe  ftates  under,  the 
ban  ;  to  exclude  a  ftate  of  the  empire  from  a 
feat  and  voice  in  its  colleges  ;  interfere  in  the 
laws  of  the  empire  ;  to  involve  it  in  a  war  ; 
to  raife  levies  :  or  to  conclude  a  peace  in 
which  the  empire  is  concerned  :  to  appoint 
taxes  in  it  -,  to  regulate  the  coinage  ;  to  build 
forts  in  the  empire  ;  or  to  determine  religious 
difpur.es. 

The  fucceflbr  in  the  adminiftration  is  fre- 
quently cholen  by  the  electors  during  the  life 
of  the  emperor,  and  the  perfon  fo  cholen,  is 
ftiled  king  of  the  Romans. 

He  is  elected  and  crowned  in  the  very  fame 
manner  as  the  emperor ;  and  though  he  has 
properly  no  kingdom,  is  actually  a  crowned 
head  •,  is  faluted  with  the  title  of  majefty,  and 
enjoys  the  title  of  perpetual  augmenter  of  the 
empire,  and  king  of  Germany.  He  bears 
a  fpread  eagle  with  one  head,  in  his  arms,  and 
takes  precedence  before  all  other  kings  of  Chni- 
tendom. 

With  refpect  to  the  emperor's  court  and 
chancery,  he  has  for  his  affiftant  the  arch- 
offices  of  the  empire,  which  are  filled  by  elec- 
tors. 

Of  the  nine  electors,  three  are  fpiritual,  and 
the  reft  temporal.  Of  the  former  is  the  elec- 
tor of  Mentz,  who  is  arch-chancellor  of  the 
holy  Roman  empire,  and  director  of  the  elec- 
toral college.  The  elector  of  Treves,  who  is 
the  fecond  fpiritual  elector,  is  the  arch-chan- 
cellor of  the  holy  Roman  empire  in  Gaul  and 
the  kingdom  of  Aries  :  but  this  is  at  prefent 
no  more  than  a  mere  title.  He  has  the  firft 
voice  at  the  election  of  a  king  of  the  Romans, 
and  confequently  precedes  the  elector  of  Co- 
lo m.  The  elector  of  Cologn  is'  areh'-chan- 
cellor  of  the  holy  Roman  empire  in  Italy,  and 
has  a  fecond  voice  at  the  election  of  a  king  or. 
the  Romans. 

The  temporal  electors  are  the  following  •,  the 
king  of  Bohemia,  the  elector  of  Bavaria,  the 
elector  of  Saxony,  the  elector  of  Branden- 
burg, the  elector  of  Palatine,  and  the  elec- 
tor of  Hanover.  The  king  and  elector  ol 
Bohemia  is  arch-cup-bearer  of  the  holy  Roman 
empire. 

His   other    prerogatives  are,    his   preceding 

all 
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all  other  temporal  electors,  walking  in  pro- 
ceffion  immediately  after  the  emperor,  folio 
by  the  emprefs,  and  the  ele&ors  ofMentz  an  J 
Cologn  ;  and  in  the  electoral  college  he  has 
a  third  voice.  The  elector  of  Bavaria  is  arch- 
fewer  of  the  holy  Roman  empire.  The  elec- 
tor of  Saxony  is  arch-marfhal  of  the  holy  Ro- 
man empire.  At  the  diets,  and  on  other  fo- 
lemn  occafions,  lie  carries  the  fwerd  of  fl 
before  the  emperor,  and  at  the  coronation  rides 
into  a  heap  of  oats,  and  fills  a  filvcr  meaiufe 
with  them.  The  elector  of  Brandenburgh  is 
arch-chamberlain  of  the  empire,  and  carries 
the  fcepter  before  the  emperor,  and  prefents 
him  with  water  in  a  lilver  balon,  for  him  to 
wafli  his  hands.  The  elector  Palantine  has 
the  office  of  arch-treaiuier,  and  throughout  all 
Germany  is  protector  of  the  order  of  St.  Joh  i  ; 
he  can  alio  raife  nobles  and  gentlemen  to  the 
degree  of  counts.  The  elector  of  Bavaria  be- 
ing put  under  the  ban  of  the  empire,  and  the 
Palatine  obtaining  the  office  of  arch-fewer,  the 
elector  of  Brunfwic  Lunenburgh  alio  obtained 
the  office  of  arch-treafurer,  a  tide  which  he  ftill 
bears,  till  another  fui table  office  be  found  ! 
He  enjoys  the  alternate  fucceffion  of  the  biihop- 
ric  of  Ofnaburgh,  with  fome  other  rights  and 
privileges;  and  his  electoral  jurifdiction  ex- 
tends both  to  the  territories  of  Hanover  and 
Zell. 

Indeed,  the  emperor  Leopold  railed  the  il- 
luftrious  houfe  of  Hanover,  on  account  of  the 
extraordinary  fervices  both  he  and  the  empire 
had  received  from  it,  to  the  electoral  dignity, 
fo  early  as  the  year  1692  ;  but  thofe  electors 
obtained  neither  a  feat  nor  a  voice  in  the  elec- 
toral college  till  the  year  170S. 

After  thefe  follow  in  rank  the  princes  of 
the  empire,  who  are  partly  ipiritual  and  part- 
ly temporal  •,  partly  old  and  partly  new,  or 
firft  railed  to  dignity  fince  the  reign  of  Fer- 
dinand II. 

The  fpiritual  princes  are  either  archbifhops, 
bifbops  or  princely  abbots  ;  and  to  them  like- 
wife  belong  the  Teutonic  mailers,  together 
with  the  mafterfhip  of  the  order  of  St.  John. 
Among  the  temporal  princes  in  an  arch- duke, 
and  the  reft  a^e  either  dukes,  palfgraves,  mar- 
graves, landgraves,  burgraves,  princes,  or  prince- 
ly counts. 

The  diet  of  the  empire  is  an  aflembly  of 
the  emperor,  and  of  ail  the  ftates,  or  their  en- 
voys and  plenipotentiaries,  in  order  to  conlult 
and  take  refolutions  in  fuch  affairs  as  concern  ' 
the  whole  German  empire.  The  diet  is  lum- 
moned  by  the  emperor,  who,  after  conlult- 
in"-  with  the  electors,  appoints  the  time  and 
place  where  it  fliall  meet,  which  mint  be  with- 
in the  German  dominions.  The  emperor  cither 
affifts  at  it  in  pcrfon,  or  has  a  principal  com- 
miftary,  who  is  generally  an  old  imperial  aulic 
couniellor,  and  a  perfon  of  learning  railed  to 
the  dignity  of  a  baron. 

The  refpective  Hates  may  either  appear 
themfelves,  or  by  their  envoys  ;  or  charge 
another  ftate,  or  its  envoys,  with  their  voice. 

The  ftates  of  the  empire,  in  their  connotati- 
ons,   divide   into   three  colleges*  the  electoral, 


the    princely,  and  the  college  of  tire  imperial 

cities  :  each  of  the  two  firlt,  which  are  railed 

er  colleges  of  the  empire,  lias  a  principal 

and  bye-chamber  of  its  own  ;   but  ali  the  three 

coHeges  meet  to  hear  die  imperial  propofals,  and 

at  the  exchanging  of  the  donclufions  of  both  the 

colleges  againit  the  imperial  cities,  in  the 

of  correlatives. 

The  city  of  Vienna  is  not  of  itfelf  very  large  -, 
confifting  only  of  twelve  hundred  and  thirty- 
two  houies  •,  and  a  walk  round  the  ramparts 
may  be  performed  in  little  more  than  an  hour. 
The  number  of  its  inhabitants,  from  exact  com- 
putations, amounts  to  fifty  thoufand  :  but  the 
iuburbs,  which  extend  between  five  and  fix  hun- 
dred common  paces  from  the  fortifications,  oc- 
cupy a  large  fpace  of  ground  •,  fo  that  it  would 
take  four  hours  to  ride  round  the  line  thrown  up 
againit  the  malecontents  of  Hungary  in  1704, 
though  this,  on  both  fides,  only  extends  to  Leo- 
poldltadt. 

If  therefore  the  whole  fuburbs  be  included 
under  the  name  of  Vienna,  the  number  of  inhabit 
tants  will  amount  to  between  three  hundred  and 
three  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  •,  of  which  the 
burials  are  annually  about  feven  thoufand. 
•  The  ftreets  in  the  city  are  very  narrow  and 
crooked.  The  imperial  court  has  the  privilege 
of  quartering  foldiers  in  the  fecond  ftory  of  each 
citizen's  houfe  ;  and  as  this  is  a  great  dimution 
of  the  proprietor's  rents,  befide  the  narrownefs 
of  the  fronts,  the  citizens  endeavour  to  make 
themfelves  amends  by  the  height  of  the  build- 
ings ;  fo  that  the  houfes  in  Vienna  are  from 
fix  to'feven  (lories  high  :  one  of  thefe,  in  the 
fquare  catied  Ilof,  has  on  one  fide  feven  fto-> 
ries,  and  on  the  other  eight. 

There  are  in  Paris  more  magnificent  houies 
than  at  Vienna,  but  the  courts  before  them,  and 
the  gates,  which  are  generally  fhut,  greatly 
diminifii  their  appearance. 

The  palaces  in  Vienna  are  indeed  generally 
hid,  as  it  were,  in  narrow  ftreets  ;  but  in  ftate- 
linefe  and  extent,  they  very  far  furpafs  thofe  at 
Paris,  efpecially  if  the  grand  ftructures  in  the 
Iuburbs  are  included. 

A  perfon  of  quality  and  fortune,  who  is  fond 
of  gaming,  may  here  indulge  that  difpofition  ro 
the  full,  and  is  fine  of  being  received  in  all 
afiemblies.  But  it  is  necefiary,  previoufly,  to 
weigh  the  ftate  of  your  purfe,  before  you  engage 
too  far,  as  gaming  is  here  carried  to  a  very  great 
height. 

Befide  the  afiembles  of  the  firft  nobility,  here 
are  many  others,  confifting  of  fuch  perfons  as 
are  not  admitted  into  thofe  of  the  beft  quality  ; 
for  Vienna  fwarms  with  upftart  noblemen,  or 
with  perfons  who  give  themfelves  out  for  fuch, 
though  really  they  have  no  claim  to  nobility. 
As  loon  as  a  man  becomes  matter  of  a  fortune, 
his  head  is  turned  with  the  thoughts  of  a  patent 
of  nobility,  and  few  fet  out  with  lefs  than  the 
tide  of  a  baron. 

Among  thofe  who  live  moft  agreeably  at 
Vienna,  are  the  proctors  or  attornies  of  the  im- 
perial court  of  juftice,  fome  of  whom  acquire 
annually  upward  of  ten  thoufand  guilders,  each 
ecual  to  two  (hillings  and  four  pence. 

Moft 
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Moft  citizens  employ  fuch  an  agent  of  attor- 
ney at  the  rate  of  twenty-four,  to  thirty  guil- 
ders a  year,  for  managing  any  procefles  •,  a  no- 
bleman thirty -fix  guilders. 

The  Proteftants  are  allowed  the  public  exer- 
cife  of  their  religion  at  the  houfes  of  the  Swedifh, 
Danifh,  and  Dutch  ambafTadors  ■,  but  thev 
muft  take  care  not  to  meet  a  procefilon  of  the 
hoft,  unleis  they  think  proper  to  pay  the  ufual 
adoration. 

The  imperial  park,,  or  paddock,  called  Pra- 
ter, an  illandin  the  Danube,  is  much  frequented 
in  the  ipring  for  its  pleafant  airy  walks.  The 
Au-Garten  is  open  all  the  year,  where  the  walks, 
hedges,  and  groves  are  fo  pleafant,  that  it  is 
generally  frequented  by  perfons  of  dirtinction. 

Befide  the  imperial  riding-houfe,  thofe  of  the 
princes  Schwartzenberg,  Lichtenftein,  Dietrick- 
ftein,  count  Staremberg,  and  efpecially  that  of 
count  Paar  in  Alfter -ftreet  ■,  are  well  worth 
feeing. 

The  trade  of  Vienna  is  little  anfwerable  to  its 
largenels  and  convenient  fituation.  This  is 
partly  owing  to  the  heavy  duties  on  moft  com- 
modities brought  hither,  particularly  thole  on 
wine,  oxen,  and  other  provifions  coming  out  of 
Hungary.  The  eaft-country  company  pay 
three  per  cent,  for  all  they  import,  which  has 
caufed  them  to  raiie  their  prices  confiderably. 

Lady  Montague  affords  us  the  following 
entertaining  particulars  relating  to  this  famous 
city. 

"  We  travelled  by  water  from  Ratisbon,  a 
"  journey  perfectly  agreeable,  down  the  Da- 
"  nube,  in  one  of  thole  little  vefi'els,  that  they, 
"  very  properly,  call  wooden  houfes,  having  in 
"  them  all  theconveniencies  of  a  palace,  ftoves 
"  in  the  chambers,  kitchens,  &c.  They  are 
"  rowed  by  twelve  men  each,  and  move  with 
"  fuch  an  incredible  fwiftnefs,  that  in  the  fame 
"  day  you  have  the  pleafure  of  a  vaft  variety  of 
"  proipects  :  and  within  the  fpace  of  a  few 
"  hours,  you  have  the  plealure  of  feeing  a  po- 
"  pulous  city,  adorned  with  magnificent  pa- 
"  laces,  and  the  moft  romantic  folitudes,  which 
"  appear  diftant  from  the  commerce  ofman- 
"  kind,  the  banks  of  the  Danube  being  charm- 
*'  ingly  divert! 6ed  with  woods,  rocks,  moun- 
"  tains  covered  with  vines,  fields  of  corn,  large 
"  cities,  and  ruins  of  antiert  caftles.  I  faw 
"  the  great  towns  of  Paffau  and  Lintz,  famous 
"  for  the  retreat  of  the  imperial  court,  when 
"  Vienna  was  befieged. 

"  This  town,  which  has  the  honour  of  being 
"  the  emperor's  refidence,  did  not  at  all  anfwer 
"  my  expectation,  nor  ideas  of  it,  being  much 
"  lefs  than  I  txpecled  to  find  it  :  the  ftreets  are 
"  very  dole,  and  fo  narrow,  one  cannot  obferve 
"  the  fine  fronts  of  the  palaces,  though  many  of 
"  them  very  well  deferve  observation,  being 
"  truly  magnificent. 

"  They  are  built  of  fine  white  {Tone,  and  are 
"  exceilive  high.  For  as  the  town  is  too  little 
"  for  the  number  of  the  people,  who  defire  to 
"  live  in  it,  the  builders  feem  to  have  projected 
"  to  repair  that  misfortune,  by  clapping  one 
"  town  on  the  top  of  another,  moft  of  the  houfes 


'  being  of  five,  and  fome  of  them  of  fix  ftories. 
"  You  may  eafily  imagine  that,  the  ftreets 
'  being  fo  narrow,  the  rooms  are  extremely 
:  dark,  and  what  is  an  inconveniency  much 
;  more  intolerable  in  my  opinion,  there  is  no 
1  houfe  has  fo  few  as  five  or  fix  families  in  it. 

"  The  apartments  of  the  greater!  ladies,  and 
;  even  of  the  minifters  of  ftate,  are  divided, 
;  but  by  a  partition,  from  that  of  a  taylor  or 
■  fhoe-maker  ;  and  I  know  no  body  that  has 
;  above  two  floors  in  any  houfe,  one  for  their 
•  own  Life,  and  one  higher  for  their  fervants. 

"  Thofe  that  have  houfes  of  their  own,  let 
:  out  the  reft  of  them  to  whoever  will  take 
them,  and  thus  the  great  ftairs  (which  are 
all  of  ftone;  are  as  common  and  as  dirty  as 
the  ftreet.  'Tis  true,  when  you  have  once  tra- 
velled through  them,  nothing  can  be  more 
lurprifingly  magnificent  than  the  apart- 
ments. 

"  They  are  commonly  a  fuite  of  eight  or  ten 
large  rooms,  all  inlaid,  the  doors  and  win- 
dows richly  carved  and  gilt,  and  the  furniture 
fuch  as  is  feldom  {een  in  the  palaces  offove- 
reign  princes  in  other  countries. 
"  Their  apartments  are  adorned  with  hang- 
ings of  the  fineft  tapeftry  of  Bruffels,  prodi- 
gious large  looking- glafles  in  filver  frames, 
fine  japan  tables,  beds,  chairs,  canopies,  and 
window-curtains  of  the  richeil  Genoa  damafk 
or  velvet,  almoft  covered  with  gold-lace  or 
embroidery.  All  this  is  made  gay  by  pic- 
tures and  vaft  jars  of  Japan  China,  and  large 
luftres  of  the  rock  cryftal. 
"  I  have  already  had  the  honour  of  being 
invited  to  dinner  by  feveral  of  the  firft  peo- 
ple of  quality,  and  I  muft  do  them  thejuf- 
tice  to  fay,  the  good  tafte  and  magnificence 
of  their  tables  very  well  anfwer  to  that  of 
their  furniture. 

"  I  have  been  more  than  once  entertained 
with  fifty  difhes  of  meat,  all  ferved  in  filver 
and  well  d  re  fled  •,  the  deflert  proportionable, 
ferved  in  the  fineft  china.  But  the  variety 
and  richnefs  of  their  wines,  is  what  appears 
the  moft  furprizing. 

"  The  conftant  way  is,  to  lay  a  lift  of  their 
names  upon  the  plates  of  their  guefts  along 
with  the  napkins,  and  I  have  counted  fe- 
veral times,  to  the  number  of  eighteen  dif- 
ferent forts,  all  exquifite  in  their  kinds. 
"  I  muft  own,  I  never  faw  a  place  fo  per- 
fectly delightful  as  the  Fauxbourg  of  Vienna. 
It  is  very  large,  and  almoft  wholly  compos- 
ed of  delicious  palaces.  If  the  emperor 
found  it  proper  to  permit  the  gates  of  the 
town  to  be  laid  open,  that  the  Fauxbourgs 
might  be  joined  to  it,  he  would  have  one 
of  the  largeft  and  beft  built  cities  in 
Europe. — 

"  I  have  fo  wandered  from  the  difcipline 
of  the  church  of  England,  as  to  have  been 
laft  Sunday  at  the  opera,  which  was  per- 
formed in  the  garden  of  the  Favorita  :  and 
I  was  fo  much  pleafed  with  it,  I  have  not 
yet  repented  my  feeing  it. 
"  Nothing  of  that  kind  ever  was  more  mag- 
nificent •,  and   I   can  eafily    believe,  what  I 

"  am 
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"  am  told,  that  the  decorations  and  habits  coil: 
"  the  emperor  thirty  thoufand  pounds  Sterling. 
"  The  ftage  was  built  over  a  very  large 
"  canal,  and  at  the  beginning  or"  the  lecond 
18  act,  divided  into  two  parts,  difcovering  the 
'■  water,  on  which  there  immediately  came, 
"  from  different  parts,  two  fleets  of. little  gild- 
"  ed  vcfiels,  that  gave  the  representation  of  a 
"  naval  light. 

"  It  is  not  eafy  to  imagine  the  beauty  of 
"  this  (bene,  which  I  took  particular  notice  of 
"  But  all  the  reft  were  perfectly  line  in  their 
"  kind. 

"  The  ftory   of  the   opera    is    the  enchant- 
"  ment  of  Alcina,    which   gives   opportunties 
"  for  great   variety  of  machines   and  chan 
"  of   the   fcenes,  which  are   performed  vviih  a 
"  furprifing  fwiftntfs. 

"  The  theatre  is  fo  large  that  it  is  hard  to 
"  carry  the  eye  to  the  end  of  it,  and  the  ha- 
"  bit:,  in  the  utmoft  magnificence,  to  the  num- 
"   ber  of  one  hundred  and  eight. 

"  No  houfe  could  hold  fuch  large  deeora- 
"  tions  ;  but  the  ladies  all  fitting  in  the  open 
"  lir,  expofes  them  to  great  inconyentencies  : 
"  there  is  but  one  canopy  for  the  imperial 
"  family  ;  and  the  firft  night  it  was  reprefen- 
"  ted,  a  Ihower  of  rain  happening,  the  opera 
"  was  broke  off,  and  the  company  crouded 
"  away    in    fuch    confufion,  that  I  was  almoft 

"  fqueezed    to  death. But  if  their   operas 

"  are   thus    delightful,    their  comedies   are,   in 
"  as  high  a  degree,  ridiculous. 

"  They  have  but  one  play-houfe,  where  I 
"  had  the  curiolicy  to  go  to  a  German  comedy, 
"  and  was  very  glad  it  happened  to  be  the 
"  ftory  of  Amphitrion.  As  that  fubjecl:  has 
"  been  already  handled  by  a  Latin,  French, 
"  and  Englifh  poet,  I  was  curious  to  ice 
"  what  an  Auftrian  author  would  make  of  it. 
"  I  underftand  enough  of  that  language  to 
"  comprehend  the  greateit  part  of  it  •,  ami  be- 
"  fide,  I  took  wkhmc  a  lady  that  had  the  go 
'*  ncf;  to  explain  to  me  every  word.  The 
"  way  is  to  take  a  box,  which  holds  four,  for 
"  yourfelf  and  company.  The  fixed  price  is 
"  a  gold  ducat.  I  thought  the  houfe  very  low 
"  and  dark  ;  but  I  confefs,  the  comedy  admir- 
"  ably  compenfated  that  defect.  Ineverlaugh- 
"  ed  fo  much  in  my  life. 

M  It    began   with    Jupiter's   falling   in   love 
"  out    of  a  peep-hole  in  the  clouds,   and  ended 
"  with  the  birth    of  Hercules.     But  what  was 
"  moft  pleafant  was   the   ufe  Jupiter  made  of 
"  his   metamorphofis ;  for   you  no  fooner  law 
"  him  under  the  figure  of  Amphitrion,  but  in- 
"  ftead  of  flying  to  Alcmena,   with  the  rap- 
"  tures   Mr.  Dryden   puts  into  his  mouth,  he 
"   fends    for   Amphitriun's    taylor,    and   cheats 
"  him    of  a   laced   ccat,  and   his  banker  of  a 
"  bag   of  money,   a    Jew  of  a  diamond    ring, 
"  and    befpeaks   a   great  fupper   in    his   name-, 
"  and    the   greateft  part   of   the  comedy  turns 
"  upon  poor   Amphitrion's  being  tormented  by 
"  by  thefe  people  for   their    debts.      Mercury 
"  ufes  Sofia  in  the  fame  manner. 

"   But  I  could  not  eafiLy   pardon   the   liberty 
"  the  poet   lias  taken  of  larding  his   play  with 
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not  only  indecent  exprefiions,  but  fuch  grofi 
words,  as  I  do  not  think  our  mob  would  llif  - 
fer  from   a  mountebank. 

"  Befide,    the    two     Sofia's    very    fairly    let 

down    their    breeches    in  the   direct  view  of 

the    boxes,  which    were    full    of  people  of 

1  the  firft  rank,  that  feemed  very  well  pleafed 

their  entertainment,  and  aifured  me  this 

•  was  a  celebrated  piece. 

"  I  (hall  conclude  my  letter  with  this  remark* 

•  able  relation,  very    well  worthy    the  fcrious 
'  conlidcration  of  Mr.  Collier. 

"  In  order  to  go  to  court,"  continues  lady 
'  Montagu,  "  I  was  fqueezed  up  in  a  gown, 
8  and  adorned  with  a  gorget,  and  the  other 
'  implements  thereunto  belonging,  a  drefs 
'  very  inconvenient,  but  which  certainly 
8  fhews  the  neck  and  fh.ape  to  great  advan- 
'   tage. 

"  1  cannot  forbear  giving  you  fome  defcrip- 
8  tion  of  the  fafhions  here,  which  are  more 
'  monftrous,  and  contrary  to  all  common  fcnle 
'  and  reafon,  than  it  is  poiEblefor  you  to  ima- 
'  gine.  They  build  certain  fabrics  of  gaufe  on 
'  their  heads,  about  a  yard  high,  confuting  of 
'  three  or  four  Itories,  fortified  with  numberlcfs 
'  yards  of  heavy  ribbon. 

"  The  foundation  of  this  ftructure  is  a  thing 
'  they  call  a  bourle,  which  is  exactly  of  the 
'  fame  fliape  and  kind,  but  about  four  times 
'  as  big  as  thofe  rolls  our  prudent  milk-maids 
'  make  ufe  of  to  fix  their  pails  upon.  This 
'  machine  they  cover  with  their  own  hair, 
'  which  they  mix  with  a  great  deal  of  falfe, 
8  it  being  a  particular  beauty  to  have  their 
'  heads  too  large  to  go  into  a  moderate  tub. 

"  Their  hair  is  prodigioufly  powdered  to 
'  conceal  the  mixture,  and  fet  out  with  three 
'  or  four  rows  of  bodkins  (wonderfully  large) 
'  that  ftick  out  two  or  three  inches  from  their 
:c  hair,  made  of  diamonds,  pearls,  red,  green 
"  and  yellow  ftones  ;  that  it  certainly  requires 
"  as  much  art  and  experience  to  carry  the  load 
"  upright,  as  to  dance  upon  May-day  with  the 
"  garland. 

"  Their  whalebone  petticoats  outdo  ours  by 
88  feveral  yards  circumference,  to  cover  fome 
"  acres  of  ground. 

"  You  may  eafily  fuppofe  how  this  extra- 
88  ordinary  drefs  fets  off  and  improves  the  na- 
"  tural  uglinefs,  with  which  God  Almighty 
u  has  been  pleafed  to  endow  them,  generally 
88  (peaking. 

88  Even  the  lovely  emprefs  herfelf  is  obliged 
"  to  comply,  in  fome  degree,  with  thefe  ab- 
88  furd  fafhions,  which  they  would  not  quit  for 
"  all  the  world.  I  had  a  private  audience  (ac- 
88  cording  to  ceremony)  of  half  an  hour,  and 
'8  then  all  the  other  ladies  were  permitted  to 
88  come  and  make  their  court. — 

"  When  the  ladies  were  come  in,  (he  fat 
88  down  to  quinze.  I  could  not  play  at  a  game 
88  1  had  never  feen  before,  and  (lie  ordered 
48  me  a  feat  at  her  right-hand,  and  had  the 
88  goodnefs  to  talk  to  me  very  much,  with  that 
88   «race  lb  natural  to  her. 

"  I  expected  every  moment,  when  the  men 
88  were  to  come  in  to  pay  their  court ;  but  this 
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"  drawing-room  is  very  different  from  that  of 
"  England  •,  no  man  enters  it  but  the  grand 
"  rnafter,  who  comes  in  to  advertife  the  empreis 
"  of  the  approach  of  the  emperor. 

"  His  imperial  majefty  did  me  the  honour  of 
"  fpeaking  to  me  in  a  very  obliging  manner  •, 
"  but  he  never  fpeaks  to  any  of  the  other  la- 
"  dies,  and  the  whole  paifes  with  a  gravity  and 
"  air  of  ceremony  that  has  fomething  very  for- 
"  mal  in  it. 

"  I  had  an  audience  next  day  of  the  emprefs- 
"  mother,  a  princefs  of  great  virtue  and  good- 
"  nefs,  but  who  piques  herfeif  too  much  on  a 
"  violent  devotion.  She  is  perpetually  per- 
"  forming  extraordinary  acts  of  penance,  with- 
"  out  having  ever  done  any  thing  to  deferve 
"  them. 

"  She  fuffers  her  maids  of  honour  to  go  in 
"  colours  •,  but  fhe  herfeif  never  quits  her 
"  mourning;  and  fare  nothing  can  be  more 
"  difmal  than  the  mourning  here,  even  for  a 
"  brother. 

"  There  is  not  the  leaft  bit  of  linen  to  be 
"  feen  •,  all  black  crape  inftead  of  it.  The 
"  neck,  ears,  and  fide  of  the  face  are  covered 
"  with  a  plaited  piece  of  the  fame  ftuff,  and 
"  the  face  th'.t  peeps  out  in  the  midft  of  it, 
"  looks  as  if  it  were  pilloried.  The  widows 
"  wear,  over  and  above,  a  crape  foiehead- 
"  cloth  •,  and  in  this  folemn  weed,  go  to  all 
"  the  public  places  of  diverfion  without  fcru- 
'«  pie. 

Her  ladyfhip  farther  remarks,  that  "  The 
"  two  feds  that  divide  our  whole  nation  of 
"  petticoats,  are  utterly  unknown  in  this  place. 

"  Here  are  neither  coquettes  nor  prudes. 
"  No  woman  dares  appear  coquette  enough  to 
"  encourage  two  lovers  at  a  time.  And  I  have 
"  not  ken  any  fuch  prudes,  as  to  pretend  fide- 
"  lity  to  their  hufbands,  who  are  certainly  the 
"  belt  natured  fet  of  people  in  the  world  •,  and 
"  look  upon  their  wives'  gal.' ants  as  favourably, 
"  as  men  do  upon  their  deputies,  that  take 
"  the  troublefome  part  of  their  bufinefs  off 
"  their  hands. 

"  They  have  not  however  the  lefs  to  do  on 
"  that  account  ;  for  they  are  generally  deputies 
"  in  another  place  themfelves  •,  in  one  word,  it 
"  is  the  eftablifhed  cuftom  for  every  lady  to 
"  have  two  hufbands,  one  that  bears  the  name, 
"  and  another  that  performs  the  duties.  And 
"  the  engagements  are  lb  well  known,  that  it 
"  would  be  a  downright  affront,  and  publicly 
"  relented,  if  you  invited  a  woman  of  quality 
"  to  dinner,  without,  at  the  fame  time,  invit- 
"  ing  her  two  attendants  of  lover  and  hufband, 
"  between  whom  fhe  fits  in  ftate  with  great 
"  gravity. 

"  The  fub-marriages  generally  laft  twenty 
"  years  together,  and  the  lady  often  commands 
"  the  poor  lover's  eftate,  even  to  the  utter  ruin 
"  of  his  family. 

"  Thele  connexions,  indeed,  are  as  feldom 
"  begun  by  any  real  paffion,  as  other  matches  ; 
"  for  a  man  makes  but  an  ill  figure  that  is  not 
"  in  fome  commerce  of  this  nature,  and  a  wo- 
"  man  looks  but  for  a  lover  as  foon  as  fhe  mar- 
"  ried,  as  part  of  her  equipage,   without  which 


"  fhe  could  not  be  genteel :  and  the  firft  article 
"  of  the  treaty  is  eftablifhing  the  penlion,  which 
"  remains  to  the  lady,  in  cafe  the  gallant  fnould 
"  prove  inconftant. 

"  This  chargeable  point  of  honour,  I  look 
"  upon  as  the  real  foundation  of  fo  many  won- 
"  derful  inftances  of  conftancy.  I  really  know 
""feveral  women  of  the  firft  quality,  whole 
"  penfions  are  as  well  known  as  their  annual 
"  rents,  and  yet  no  body  efteems  them  the 
"  lefs  ;  on  the  contrary,  their  difcretion  would 
"  be  called  in  queftion  if  they  fnould  be  fufpec- 
"  ted  to  be  miftreffes  for  nothing. 

"  A  great  part  of  their  emulation  confifts  in 
"  trying  who  fhall  get  moft  ;  and  having  no 
"  intrigue  at  all  is  fo  far  a  difgrace,  that  1  will 
"  affure  you,  a  lady  who  is  very  much  my 
"  friend  here,  told  me  but  yefterday,  how  mrch 
"  I  was  obliged  to  her  for  juftifying  my  con- 
"  duct  in  a  ennverfation  relating  to  me  ;  where 
"  it  was  publicly  afferted,  that  I  could  not  pof- 
"  fibly  have  common  fenfe,  fince  I  had  been  in 
"  town  above  a  fortnight,  and  had  made  no 
"  fteps  toward  commencing  an  amour.  My 
"  friend  pleaded  for  me  that  my  ftay  was  un- 
"  certain,  and  fhe  believed  that  was  the  caufe 
"  of  my  feeming  ftupidity,  and  this  was  all  fhe 
"  could  find  to  fay  in  my  juftificarion. 

"  But  one  of  the  pleafanteft  adventures  1  ever 
"  met  in  my  life,  was  laft  night,  and  it  will 
"  give  you  ajuft  idea,  in  what  a  delicate  man- 
"  manner  the  belles  paflions  are  managed  in  this 
"  country.     I  was  at  the  affembly  of  the  coun- 

"  tefs  of ,  and  the  young  count  of , 

"  leading  me  down  flairs,  afked  me  how  long 
"  I  was  to  ftay  at  Vienna  ;  I  made  anfwer  that 
"  my  ftay  depended  on  the  emperor,  and  it  was 
"  not  in  my  power  to  determine  it.  Well,  ma- 
"  dam,  laid  he,  whether  your  time  here  is  to  be 
"  longer  or  fhorter,  I  think  you  ought  to  pafs  it 
"  agreeably,  and  to  that  end  you  muft  engage 
"  -in  a  little  affair  of  the  heart. — My  heart,  an- 
"  fwered  I  gravely  enough,  does  not  engage 
"  very  eafily,  and  I  have  no  defign  of  parting 
"  with  it.  I  fee,  madam,  faid  he  fighing,  by 
"  the  ill  nature  of  that  anfwer,  I  am  not  to 
"  hope  for  it,  which  is  a  great  mortification  to 
"  me  that  am  charmed  with  you.  But,  how- 
"  ever,  I  am  ft  ill  devoted  to  your  fervice,  and 
"  fince  I  am  not  worthy  of  entertaining  you 
"  myfelf,  do  me  the  honour  of  letting  me  know, 
"  whom  you  like  beft  amongll  us,  and  I  will 
:'  engage  to  manage  the  affair  entirely  to  your 
"  fatisfaction. 

"  You  may  judge  in  what  manner  I  fhould 
"  have  received  this  compliment  in  my  own 
"  country  ;  but  I  was  well  enough  acquainted 
"  with  the  way  of  this,  to  know  that  he  really 
;'  intended  me  an  obligation,  and  I  thanked 
■'  him  with  a  very  grave  courtefy,  for  his  zeal 
'  to  ferve  me,  and  only  allured  him   I  had  no 

'  occafion  to  make  ufe  of  it. 

"  It  is  not  from  Auftria  chat  -one  can  write 
'  with  vivacity,  and  I  am  already  infected  with 
'  the  phlegm  of  the  country.  Even  their  a- 
'  mours  and  their  quarrels  are  carried  on  with 
'  a  furprifing  temper,  and  they  are  never  live- 
'  ly,  but  upon  points  of  ceremony. 

"  There 
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"  There,  I  ov/n,  they  (hew  all  their  paflbns ; 
"  and  it  is  not  long  fince  two  coaches  meeting  in 
v  ftreet  at  night,  the  ladies  in  them 
"  not  being  able  to  adjuft  the  ceremonial  of 
"  which  fhould  go 'back,  fat  therewith  equal 
"  gallantry  till  two  in  the  morning  :  they  were 
'L  both  fo fully  determined  to  die  upon  the  fpot 
"  rather  than  yield,  in  a  point  of  that  impor- 
"  tance,  that  the  ftreet  would  never  have  been 
"  cleared  till  their  deaths,  if  the  emperor  had 
'  not  lent  his  guards  to  part  them  ;  and  even 
11  then  they  refufed  to  ftir,  till  the  expedient 
"  could  be  found  out,  of  taking  them  both  out 
11  in  chairs,  exactly  in  the  fame  moment. 

"  After  the  ladies  were  agreed,  it  was  with 
"  fome  difficulty  that  the  pais  was  decided  be- 
"  tween  the  two  coachmen,  no  lefs  tenacious 
"  of  their  rank,  than  the  ladies. 

"  This  paffion  is  fo  omnipotent  in  the  breafts 
"  of  the  women,  that  even  their  hufbands  rie- 
"  ver  uie,  but  they  are  ready  to  break  their 
"  hearts,  becaufe  that  fatal  hour  puts  an  end 
li  to  their  rank,  no  widows  having  any  place 
"   at  Vienna. 

"  The  men  are  not  much  lefs  touched  with 
"  this  point  of  honour,  and  they  do  not  only 
"  i'corn  to  marry,  but  even  to  make  love  to 
"  any  woman  of  a  family  not  as  illuftrious  as 
"  their  own  ;  and  the  pedigree  is  much  more 
"  confidered  by  them,  than  either  the  com- 
"  plexion  or  features  of  their  miftreffes. 

"  Happy  are  rue  q^^  *u„^  ^n  nnmlvr  a- 
"  mongft  their  anceftors,  counts  of  the  empire ; 
"  they  have  neither  occafion  for  beauty,  money, 
"  nor  good  conduct  to  get  them  husbands.  It 
"  is  true,  as  to  money,  it  is  feldom  any  advan- 
"  tage  to  the  man  they  marry  :  the  laws  of 
"  Auftria  confine  the  woman's  portion  to 
"  two  thoufand  ftorins,  (about  two  hundred 
"  pounds  Englifh)  and  whatever  they  have  be- 
"  fide,  remains  in  their  own  pofTeffion  and  dd- 
"  pofal.  Thus  here  are  many  ladies  much 
''•  richer  than  their  huibands,  who  are  how- 
"  ever  obliged  to  allow  them  pin-money  agree- 
"  able  to  their  quailty  -,  and  I  attribute  to  this 
"  confiderable  branch  of  prerogative,  the  liber- 
"  ty  that  they  take  upon  other  occafions. 

"  If  I  fhould  undertake  to  tell  you  all  the 
"  particulars  in  which  the  manners  here  differ 
"  from  ours,  I  muft  write  a  whole  quire  of 
"  the  dulleft  ftuff  that  ever  was  read,  or  print- 
"  ed  without  being  read. 

"  Their  dreis  agrees  with  the  French  or  Eng- 
"  lifii  in  no  one  article,  but  wearing  petticoats. 
"  They  have  many  fafhions  peculiar  to  them- 
"  felves  ;  they  think  it  indecent  for  a  widow 
"  ever  to  wear  green  or  rofe  colour,  but  all  the 
"  crayeft  colours  at  her  own  difcretion.  The 
"  afiemblies  here  are  the  only  regular  diverlions, 
"  the  operas  being  always  at  court,  and  com- 
"  monlv  on  fome  particular  occafions. 

Whenever  they  have  a  mind  to  difplay  the 
"  magnificence  of  their  apartments,  or  oblige 
**  a  friend  by  complimenting  them  on  the  day 
"  of  their  faint,  they  declare,  that  on  fuch  a 
"  day  the  aflembly  fhall  be  at  their  houfe  in 
"  honour  of  the  feaft  of  the  count  or  countefs 
M  — fuch  a  one. 


"  Thefe  days  are  called  days  of  Gala,  and 
"  all  the  friends  or  relations  of  the  lady,  whofe 
"  faint  it  is,  are  obliged  to  appear  in  their 
"  belt  cloaths  and  all  their  jewels. 

"  The  miftrefs  of  the  hcufe  takes  no  parti- 
"  cular  notice  of  any  body's  vifit ;  and  who- 
"  ever  pleafes,  may  go,  without  the  formality 
"  of  being  preiented. 

"  The  company  are  entertained  with  ice  in 
"  feveral  forms,  winter  and  fummer ;  afcer- 
"  ward  they  divide  into  feveral  parties  of  om- 
"  bfe,  piquett,  or  converfaticn,  all  games  of 
"  hazard  being  forbid. 

"  I  faw  the  other  day  the  Gala  for  count 
"  Althcim,  the  emperor's  favourite  ;  and  never 
"  in  my  life  faw  fo  many  fine  cloaths  ill  fancied. 
"  They  embroider  the  richeft  gold  fluffs,  and 
"  provided  they  can  make  their  cloaths  expenfive 
"  enough  that  is  all  the  tafte  they  fhew  in  them. 
"  On  other  days  the  geneual  dfefs  is  a  fcarf,  end 
"  what  you  pleafe  under  it. 

"   But  now   I   am  fpeaking  of  Vienna,  lam 

"  fure  you   expect  I   fhould  fay  fomething  of 

"  the    convents  •>  they  are  of  all  forts  and  lizes, 

"  but  I  am    beft  pleafcd  with  that  of  St.  Law- 

"  rence,     where    the    eafe    and   neatnefs    they 

"  feem  to  live  with,  appears  to  me  much  more 

"  edifying  than  thofe  ftridter  orders,  where  per- 

"  petual   penance   and   naftineffes  mult    breed 

"  difcontent  and  wretchednefs.     The  nuns  are 

"  all    of  quality.      I  think    there    are   to   the 

"  number  of  "fifty.  _  Thev  have  each  of  them. 
"  a   little    cell    perfectly   clean,    the  walls   or 

"  which    are  covered  with  pictures,    more    or 

"  lefs    fine,    according    to   their   quality.      A 

"  long  white  ftone  gallery  runs  by  all  of  them, 

"  furnifhed   with    the   pictures    of    exemplary 

"  lifters-,    the     chapel   is   extremely  neat    and 

"  richly   adorned.       But  I  could   not  forbear 

"  laughing  at  their  fhewing  me  a  wooden  head 

"  of  our  Saviour,  which  they  affured  me,  fpoke, 

"  during  the  fiege  of  Vienna  ;   and,  as  a  proof 

"  of  it,  bid  me  remark  his  mouth,  which  had 

"  been  open  ever  fince. 

"  Nothing  can  be  more  becoming  than  the 

"  drefs  of  their  nuns.     It  is  a  white  robe,  the 

"   fleeves  of  which  are  turned  up  with  fine  white 

"  callico,  and  their  head-drefs  the  fame,  except- 

"   ing  afmallveil  of  black  crape  thatfalls  behind. 

"  They   have  a   lower  fort  of  lerving  nuns, 

"  that   wait   on  them  as  their  chamber-maids. 

"  They   receive   all   vifits  of  women,  and  play 

"  at  ombre  in  their  chambers  with  permiflion  of 

"  their  abbefs,   which   is   very  eafy   to    be  ob- 

"  tained.     The   grate  is    not  one  ofthemoft 

"  rigid  ;    it  is   not    very    hard   to   put  a  head 

"  through  ;  and   I  do  not  doubt  but  a  man,  a 

"  little     more     (lender  than   ordinary,     might 

"   fqueeze  in  his  whole  perfon. 

"  The  young  count  of  Salamis  came  to  the 

"  grate,  while    I    was   there,    and    the  abbefs 

"  gave  him  her  hand  to  kifs.    .But  I  was  fur* 

"  prized  to  find  here,  the  only  beautiful  young 

"  woman  I  have  feen  at  Vienna,  and  not  only 

"  beautiful  but   genteel,  witty   and   agreeable 

"  of  a  great  family,  and  who  had  been  the  ad- 

"  miration  of  the  town. 

"  I  could  not  forbear  fhewing  my  furprize 

"  at 
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'  at  feeing  a  nun  like  her.  She  made  a  thou- 
"  land  obliging  compliments,  and  defired  me 
L'  to  come  often. 

"  It  will  be  an  infinite  pleafure  to  me,  faid 
;c  flic,  fighing,  but  I  avoid,  with  the  greateft 
"  care,  leeing  any  of  my  former  acquaintance, 
"  and  whenever  they  come  to  our  convent,  I 
"  lock  myfclf  in  my  cell. 

"  I  obferved  tears  come  into  her  eyes,  which 
"  touched  me  extreamly,  and  I  began  to  talk 
"  to  her  in  thatftrain  of  tender  pity  Ike  infpired 
"  me  with  ;  but  ilie  would  not  own  to  me,  that 
"  fhe  is  not  perfectly  happy. 

"  I  have  fince  endeavoured  to  learn  the  real 
"  caufe  of  her  retirement,  without  being  able  to 
"  get  any  other  account,  but  that  every  body 
"  was  furprifed  at  it,  and  nobody  guelfed  the 
"  reafon.  I  have  been  feveral  times  to  fee  her ; 
"  but  it  gives  me  too  much  melancholy  to  fee 
"  fo  agreeable  a  young  creature  buried  alive. 
"  I  am  not  furprifed  that  nuns  have  fo  often  in- 
"  fpired  violent  paffions  ;  the  pity  one  natural- 
"  ly  feels  for  them,  when  they  feem  worthy  of 
"  another  deftiny,  making  an  eafy  way  for  yet 
"  more  tender  fentiments. 

"  I  never  in  my  life  had  fo  little  charity  for 
"  the  Roman  catholic  religion,  as  fince  I  fee 
"  the  mifery  it  occafions  ;  fo  many  poor  un- 
"  happy  women  !  and  then  the  grol's  fuperfti- 
'•  tion  of  the  common  people,  who  are  fome 
"  or   other   of  them,  day    and  night,  offering 

"  fet  up  almoft  in  every  ftreet. 

"  The  proceflions   I   fee  very    often   are   a 

"  pageantry,  as  offenfive  and  apparently  contra- 
dictory to  common  fenle,  as  the  pagods  of 
China.  God  knows  whether  it  be  the  wo- 
manly fpirit  of  contradiction  that  works  in 
me,  but  there  never,  before,  was  fuch  zeal 
againtt,  popery  in  the  heart  of, 

"  Your  obedient  humble  fervant" 


The  country  about  Vienna  produces  good 
pafture  •,  and  they  begin  to  purchafe  cows  iron* 
Switzerland,  to  flock  fome  noblemen's  eftates 
in  theft  parts.  The  hill,  called  Callenberg, 
affords  a  very  beautiful  p'rofpecl  of  the  city 
of  Vienna,  and  the  places  in  its  neighbour- 
hood. 

Baden,  fituated  near  Vienna,  is  as  much  fre- 
quented for  its  warm  baths  as  for  aflemblies,  and 
other  diverfions. 

Both  fexes  bathe  here  without  diftinction,  in 
the  fame  bath,  and  at  the  fame  time.  The 
bathing  frocks  are  made  to  cover  the  whole 
body  :  the  women  have  their  heads  elegantly 
drelt,  and  leads  are  faltened  to  the  bostom  of 
their  petticoats  to  keep  them  down. 

The  baths  are  chiefly  recoir  ment'ed  to  pati- 
ents in  rheumatic  pains,  or  lamenefs  •,  pains  in 
the  joints,  or  other  arthritic  difordtrs  :  barren 
women  it  fort  hither  and  find  relief. 

Baden  is  three  miles  from  Vienna.  Before 
the  cathedral  is  a  fine  monument  dedicated  to 
the  holy  Trinity.  Thofe  kind  of  pillars  are 
very  ornamental  to'a  city,  ana  though  feldom 
feen  in  other  Roman  catholic  countries,  are 
frequently  found  in  the  Austrian  territories. 

The  imperial  court  generally  refides  in  ham- 
mer at  the  Favorita,  in  the  fuburbs  of  Wieden. 
This  is  indeed  a  more  commodious  palace  than 
the  imperial  cattle,  the  refidence  of  the  court 

during  winter  :  but  neither  the  building  nnr 
&~..i....o  «««-  ufa  magnificence  fuitable  to  io  great 
a  prince. 

In  hot  and  dry  weather,  the  duft  raifed  by  the 
horfes  and  carriages,  between  Vienna  and  the 
Favorita,  would  be  fcarcely  fupportable,  were 
it  not  that  a  cart  laden  with  water,  by  continu- 
plly  paffing  and  re-pafling,  lays  the  duft,  by 
means  of  a  leather  pipe,  fo  contrived  as  to  fprin- 
kle  the  whole  road  with  a  crentle  fhower. 
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CHAP.       I. 

Account  of  the  Gold  Coaft  of  Guinea ;  the  Manner  in  which  the  Gold  is  found ;  defer  iption  of 
the  drefs,  religion ,  and  cuflomsof  the  natives  ;  of  the  manners  and  cufloms  of  the  Negroes  on 
the  Gold  Coaft  ;  an  account  of  the  vegetables,  beafts,  birds,  reptiles  and  infetts  on  the 
Gold  Coaft. 


TH  E  country  of  Guinea  extends  feveral 
hundred  miles  along  the  weftern  coaft 
of  Africa,  and  is  divided  into  many 
kingdoms  and  commonwealths.  The  Gold  Coaft 
reaches  about  three  and  thirty  miles ;  it  begin- 
ning, according  to  Mr.  Smith,  at  the  river 
Mancha,  and  extending  to  the  Volta  ;  compre- 
hending the  countries  of  Axim,  Ante,  Adorn, 
Jabi,  Commani,  Fetu,  Saboe,  Fantyn,  Acrin, 
Agonna,  and  Aquamboe  ;  each  containing  a 
village  or  two  on  the  fea-fhore  ;  but  their  moft 
populous  towns  are  commonly  fituated  at  a  con- 
siderable diftance  from  the  fea. 

To  begin  with  Axim  :  the  inhabitants  of  this 
country  are  generally  rich,  from  their  driving 
a  crreat  trade  with  the  Europeans  for  gold, 
which  they  chiefly  difpofe  of  to  the  Englllh  or 
Dutch. 

They  employ  themfelves  either  in  trade,  fifh- 
ing,  or  the  cultivation  of  rice,  which  is  tranf- 
ported  from  thence  all  over  the  Gold  Coaft  •, 
and  they  receive  in  return,  millet,  jammes,  po- 
tatoes, and  palm  oil. 

The  river  Ancober,  on  the  borders  of  this 
province,  has  a  winding  courfe  •,  and  its  banks 
are  adorned  with  fine  lofty  trees,  that  afford  a 
moft  agreeable  fhade,  and  defend  the  travellers 
from  the  fcorching  beams  of  the  fun.  It  is  very 
pleafant  to  oblerve  the  birds  beautifully  variega- 
red  with  the  brighteft  colours,  and  the  fportive 
apes,  diverting  themfelves  on  the  boughs  of  the 
trees. 

At  the  mouth  of  this  river  is  the  Dutch  fort 
of  St.  Anthony  ;  and  about  feven  or  eight 
leagues  to  the  ibuth-eaft,  they  have  alio  a  large 
beautiful  fort  which  belonged  to  the   King  of 
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Pruflia  ;  but  was  taken  by  the  Dutch  in  the 
year  1724. 

The  next  province  is  that  of  Ante,  where  the 
Englilh  have  a  fort  called  Dickfcove,  which  is 
a  handfome  regular  fortification  with  four  good 
batteries,  on  which  are  mounted  twenty  pieces  of 
ordnance.  This  and  all  the  other  Englifh  forts, 
are  lubordinate  to  Cape  Coaft  Caftle.  There 
are  alfo  feveral  Dutch  forts. 

This  country,  as  well  as  the  Gold  Coaft,  a- 
bounds  in  hills  covered  with  lofty  and  beauti- 
ful trees.  Between  thefe  hills,  the  valleys  are 
wide  and  extenfive.  The  earth  produces  in 
great  abundance,  very  good  rice,  the  richeft  fort 
of  millet,  which  has  a  red  grain  ;  fugar  canes  of 
an  extraordinary  fize  •,  and  the  palm-tree,  which 
affords  the  inhabitants  the  moft  excellent  wine 
and  oil.  There  are  here  all  forts  of  tame  and 
wild  beafts. 

This  country  is  watered  by  a  river  that  is  na- 
vigable three  miles  from  its  mouth  ;  but  the 
catara&s  above  that  diftance  render  it  impaffa- 
ble  beyond  it.  It  affords  great  plenty  of  fifh, 
notwithftanding  its  being  peftered  by  incredible 
numbers  of  crocodiles. 

On  each  fide  of  this  river  grow  a  fort  of  trees, 
great  and  fmall  intermixed,  whole  branches 
lhoot  directly  into  the  water,  where  they  are 
immediately  covered  with  oyfters,  which  are  at 
firft  of  the  bignefs  of  fhell-fnails  ;  but  in  a  fhort 
time  grow  to  their  natural  fize. 

The  countries  of  Adorn  and  Jabi  are  extreme- 
ly fertile  in  maize,  and  have  feveral  mines  of 
gold. 

In  the  country  of  Commani  or  Commenda, 
is  a  town  thus  named,  where  is  the  largeft  and 
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ftrongeft  of  any  fort  belonging  to  the  Englifh 
on  the  Gold  Coaft,  except  Cape  Coaft  caftle  ; 
and  within  a  mufket-fhot  is  alio  a  good  Dutch 
fort.  The  gardens  are  very  good,  and  each  fort 
has  large  villages  of  negroes  belonging  to  it. 

In  the  next  province  named  Fetu  is  Cape 
Coaft  Caftle,  which  being  a  place  of  great  con- 
fequence  belonging  to  England,  delcrves  a  par- 
ticular defcription. 

This  caftle  was  founded  by  the  Portuguefe  • 
about  the^year  i6iq,  upon  a  large  rock,1  which 
projects  into  the  lea,  forming  a  head-land,  to 
which  they  gave  the  name  of  Cabo  Corfo.  In 
a  few  years  they  were  difpoffefied  by  the  Dutch, 
v»  ho  enlarged  and  beautified  it. 

The  parade  which  is  twenty  feet  perpendi- 
cular above  the  furface  of'  the  rock,  forms  a 
kind  of  quadrangle,  open  on  the  eaft  fide  to- 
wards the  fea,  which  renders  it  very  cool,  airy 
andplcafant,  and  affords  a  fine  view  of  Queen 
Anne's  Point,  and  of  the  mips  in  Anamaboe 
road,  which  has  a  platform  of  thirteen  pieces 
of  heavy  cannon.  The  other  three  fidescon- 
tain  many  neat  and  fpacicus  apartments  and 
offices,  particularly  on  the  fouth  fide,  is  a  large 
well-built  chapel,  the  back  part  of  which,  joins 
to  the  caftle  wall. 

TheNegroe  town  is  very  lavgeand  populous. 
The  inhabitants,  though  Pagans,  are  a  very 
civilized  fort  of  people  :  their  chief  employ- 
ment is  fifhing,  at  which  they  are  very  dexter- 
ous, and  it  is  a  pleaiing  fight  to  behold  eighty 
or  one  hundred  canoes  going  out  to  fifh  in  the 
morning,  and  returning  in  from  fea  well  freight- 
ed in1  the  evening,  which  may  be  fee n  every 
day  during  the  dry  feafon,  except  Tuefday, 
which  is  their  Fetifh  day,  or  Sabbath. 

The  garden  of  Cape  Ceail  caftle  is  very  large 
and  pleafant,  it  being  near  eight  miles  in  cir- 
cumference :  it  is  no  were  circumfcnbed  by 
either  walls  or  hedges,  except  on  the  fouth  fide 
next  the  town  ;  but  all  in  general  is  called  the 
Garden  as  far  as  any  regular  walks  are  planted. 

It  products  every  thing  that  grows  within 
the  Torrid  Zone,  as  pine-apples,  oranges,  le- 
mons, limes,  citrons,  guavas,  plantanes,  papas, 
bonanas,  cocoa-nuts,  cinnamon,  and  tamarinds  ; 
arfo  many  forts  of  fruits  and  ialads,  which  are 
common  in  Europe. 

On  the  tcp.of  a  llcep  hill,  near  the  garden,  is 
a  little  round  tower,  that  mounts  feven  guns  ; 
which  from  its  being  built  bv  General  Phipps, 
is  calhd  Phipps's  Tower -,  it  is  three  quarters 
of  a  mile  to  the  north-weft  of  the  callle. 

At  the  fame  diftance  to  the  eaft  by  north  is 
another  Englifh  fort  called  Fort  Royal,  which 
formerly  belonged  to  the  King  of  Denmark, 
and  is  every  way  inacceflible  through  the  fteep- 
nels  of  the  hill,  except  by  one  narrow  path, 
which  may  be  defended  by  a  fingle  gun. 

The  Dutch  have  likewile  feveral  forts  in  the 
country  of  Fetu,  the  principal  of  which  is  the 
rattle  of  St.  George  del  Mina,  fituated  near  the 
tiwn  of  Mina  •,  this,  according  to  Mr.  Bofman, 
has  not  its  equal  in  all  the  Gold  Coaft. 

It  is  bvnit  iquare  with  very  high  walls,  and 
h?s  four  good  bat'eries  within,  and  another  on 
the  out-work  of  the  caftle  :  on  the  land  fide  it 


has  the  advantage  of  two  canals  cut  in  the  rock 
on  which  it  ftands,  which  are  always  furnifhed 
with  rain  or  frefh  water  fufficient  for  the  ufe  of 
the  garrifon  and  fhips. 

Befides,  within  the  caftle  are  three  very  fine 
cifterns,  containing  feveral  hundred  tuns  of 
rain-water.  Below  the  caftle  is  the  town  of 
Mina,  called  by  the  natives  Oddena  ;  but  tho' 
it  is  but  indifferently  built,  the  houfes  are  of 
ftone,  wherein  they  differ  from  thofe  of  the  o- 
ther  towns  on  the  coaft,  which  are  ufually  built 
with  clay  and  wood. 

The  next  country  is  Saboe,  in  which  is  a 
Dutch  fort  named  Naffau,  that  is  almoft  fquare, 
but  is  broadeft  at  the  front  :  it  has  four  bat- 
teries, and  eighteen  pieces  of  cannon  :  the  cur- 
tain takes  in  two  fea  batteries,  and  is  equally 
fpacious  and  convenient. 

The  village  of  Mouree,  which  lies  under  it, 
is  not  fo  large  as  Mina,  but  is  more  populous  ; 
the  greateft  part  of  the  inhabitants  are  fiihermen ; 
four  or  five  hundred  of  whom  go  out  every 
morning  in  canoes  to  fifh  ■,  who,  upon  their  re- 
turn, are  obliged  to  pay  to  the  Dutch  factor 
every  fifth  fifh  as  a  toll. 

In  Fantyn,  the  next  divifion,  the  Englifh  and 
Dutch  have  feveral  fmall  forts.  The  inland  in- 
habitants, befides  trading,  are  employed  in  til- 
lage, and  the  making  of  palm-wine.  The 
country  is  very  populous,  and  befides  its  being 
rich  in  gold,  produces  all  the  neceffaries  of  life  ; 
and  more  efpecially  corn,  which  the  inhabitants 
fell  in  large  quantities  to  the  fhips  that  arrive 
there. 

Here  is  no  King,  the  government  being  in 
the  hands  of  a  chief  commander,  whom  thev 
term  their  Braffo,  or  Leader.  He  is  a  kind  of 
chief  Governor,  and  has  greater  power  than  any 
other  fingle  perfon  in  the  country  •,  but  his  au- 
thority is  reftrained  by  the  old  men,  who  com- 
pofe  a  kind  of  parliament. 

The  remainder  of  the  Gold  Coaft  contains 
the  kingdoms  of  Acron,  Agonna,  and  Aquam- 
boe  ;  the  firft  of  which  borders  on  Fantyn,  and 
has  a  Dutch  fort  in  the  middle  of  die  coaft,  that 
has  two  batteries,  on  which  are  mounted  eight 
pieces  of  cannon  •,  under  it  is  a  fmall  village  in- 
habited only  by  fifhermen. 

The  people  of  Acron  feldom  or  never  enter 
into  war  ;  for  having  chofen  the  Fantynians  for 
their  protectors,  none  dare  injure  or  attack 
them  ;  which  affords  them  an  opportunity  of 
tilling  their  land  in  quiet,  and  they  accordingly 
have  annually  a  plentiful  harveft  ■,  a  great  part 
of  which  they  difpofe  of  to  other  countries. 
Harts,  hares,  partridges,  pheafants,  and  other 
wild-fowl  and  quadrupedes,  are  here  very  plen- 
tiful and  fine  flavoured. 

At  a  fmall  diftance  below  the  above  fort,  is  a 
fait  river  that  abounds  both  in  fifh  and  fowl. 
About  a  mile  farther  eaftward,  is  a  very  high 
hill,  called  the  Devil's  Mount,  faid  to  contain 
vaft  quantities  of  gold.  About  this  hill  begins 
the  country  of  Agonna,  which  furpafles  Acron 
in  largenefs,  power,  and  riches,  though  they  are 
nearly  equal,  in  fertility  and  pleafantnefs. 

We  come  next  to  the  laft  country  on  the  Gold 
Coaft,  that  of  Aquamboe,  the  greateft  part  of 

which 
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which  is  fituated  within  the  land  -,   but  the  Ki 
extends    his   power  over   the   Negroes   of  the 
Coaft  for  above  twenty  mile?,  tho'  they  are  go 
verned  by  feveral  diilincf  Sovereigns. 

The  Aquamboe  Negroes,  are  haughty,  arro- 
gant and  warlike,  and  their  power  fills  mod  of 
the  neighbouring  countries  with  terror.  The 
Englifh,  Danes,  and  Dutch  have  each  a  fort  at 
Acra  in  this  province. 

Mr.  Bofman  fays,  that  the  King  and  his  fa- 
vourites are  io  rich  in  gold  and  Oaves,  that  he 
is  of  opinion,  this  country  polTefies  greater  trea- 
fures  than  all  the  countries  on  the  coaft  we  have 
hitherto  defcribed  :  but  though  the  foil  is  fuffi- 
ciently  fertile,  the  inhabitants  commonly  fall 
fhcrt  of  provifions  before  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  countries  where  molt  of  the  gold  is  ob- 
tained, are  fituated  fome  diflance  within  land, 
the  bcft  gold  is  found  in  cr  between  particular 
hills  -,  where  Negroes  dig  pits,  and  feparate  it 
from  the  earth  dug  up  with  it.  It  is  alio  found 
about  fome  rivers  and  water-falls,  where  after 
heavy  rains  it  is  wafhed  down  from  the  moun- 
tains by  the  violence  of  the  torrents  which  fome- 
times  fall,  and  bring  down  great  quantities  of 
earth  that  carry  the  gold  with  it.  It  is  likewiie 
gathered  en  the  fea  lhore,  particularly  at  Mina 
and  Axim,  where  are  little  branches  of  rivers, 
into  which  the  gold  is  driven  from  mountain- 
ous places. 

In  the  menvng  after  a  rainy  night,  thefe 
places  are  fure  to  be  vifired  by  hundreds  of 
Negro  women,  who  have  no  other  covering  but 
a  cloth  tied  round  the  waift,  each  furnifhed  with 
two  callabafhes,  one  of  which  they  fill  with  earth 
and  land. 

This  they  wafh  with  many  waters,  by  often 
turning  their  callabafh  round,  till  it  waihes  over 
the  brim  •,  while  the  gold,  if  there  be  any,  finks 
to  the  bottom  by  it  own  weight  :  and  thus  they 
continue  till  they  have  wafhed  all  away,  except 
two  or  three  fpoonfuls  at  the  bottom  •,  this  they 
carefully  take  out,  and  lay  by  in  the  other  cal- 
1  tbafh  ;  then  they  fill  the  other  again,  and  wafh 
on  till  about  noon,  when  the  callabafh  that  re- 
reives  the  fettlings,  being  pretty  well  filled,  is 
carried  home,  and  what  remains  is  diligently 
icirched,  when  they  fometimes  find  a  fhilling's 
worth  of  gold,  or  fometimes  as  much  as  is 
worth  half  a  guinea,  and  fometimes  none  at 
all. 

The  gold  obtained  by  digging,  or  thus 
found,  is  of  two  forts,  one  called  gold-dull, 
which  is  the  beft ;  the  other  confifts  of  pieces 
of  different  fizes  •,  fome  being  hardly  the  weight 
of  a  farthing,  and  others  weighing  as  heavy 
as  twenty,  or  thirty  guineas  i  few  indeed  are 
nd  fo  large  as  thefe  •,  but  the  Negroes  fay, 
that  they  have  in  the  country  pieces  that  will 
weigh  one  or  two  hundred  guineas  ;  but  the 
multitude  of  fmall  ftones  which  always  adhere 
ro  them,  occafion  great  lofs  when  they  are 
melted. 

The  Negroes  of  thefe  countries  are,  how- 
ever, faid  to  be  artifts  in  adulterating  gold,  and 
fometimes  impofe  upon  the  unexperienced 
tradefmen. 

The  Gold   Coaft  being   fituated  within    the 


fifth  degree  of  north  latitude,  the  heat  is  ex 
ceflive  during  the   months  of  Oclober,  Novem- 
ber, December,  January,  February  and  March  •„ 
but  it  is  more  temperate  during  the  fix  remain- 
ing months. 

The  coaft  is  extremely  unhealthful,  owing  to 
the  heat  of  the  day  and  coolnefs  of  the  night-, 
with  the  thick  and  fulphureous  mifts  which 
arife  in  the  mountains.  Indeed  few  come  who 
are  not  feized  by  a  ficknefs  which  frequently 
proves  fatal  :  but  fince  Dr.  James's  difcovcry 
of  his  admirable  powder,  and  its  being  tried  on 
this  coaft,  the  danger  of  going  thither  is  in  a 
manner  removed. 

Mr.  Bofman,  whofe  only  fault  as  an  hifto- 
rian,  feems  to  be  his  writing  with  too  much 
acrimony,  fays,  that  all  the  Negroes  on  this 
coaft  are  without  exception,  crafty,  fradulent, 
and  feldom  to  be  trufted  •,  being  fure  to  flip  no 
opportunity  of  cheating  an  European,  or  even 
one  another. 

The  richeft  of  the  natives  adorn  their  hair 
with  a  fort  of  coral  called  conte  de  terra,  which 
they  efteem  much  more  valuable  than  gold  -, 
and  with  a  fort  of  blue  coral  called  by  the 
natives  accori.  They  are  very  fond  of  our  hats, 
for  which  they  will  pay  a  great  price. 

Their  arms,  legs  and  waifts,  are  adorned 
with  gold  and  coral,  and  their  arms  in  parti- 
cular are  adorned  with  rings  of  gold,  filver 
and  ivory.  Round  their  waifts  they  wrap  three 
of  four  ells  of  filk,  cloths,  perpetuana,  or  other 
fluff,  which  hanging  from  the  navel,  covers  half 
the  leg. 

Their  other  ornaments  are  firings  of  gold,  "or 
chains  of  gold,  filver,  fhells,  &c.  which  they 
wear  round  their  necks.  But  their  Caboceros 
or  chief  men,  who  have  a  fhare  in  the  aovern- 
ment,  wear  only  a  handfome  cloth  round  their 
waifts,  a  cap  made  of  deer-fkin,  with  a  firing 
of  coral  about  their  heads,  and  are  fcarce  ever 
feen  without  a  flaff  in  their  hands. 

The  common  people  have  fome  an  ell  or  two 
of  cloth  round  their  waifls,  others  have  only 
a  kind  of  girdle  to  which  is  fattened  a  piece 
of  fluff  which  palfes  between  their  legs,  and 
ferves  to  cover  their  nakednefs  •,  to  this  the 
fifhermen  add  a  cap  made  of  deer-fkin  or  rufhes, 
or  an  old  hat,  purchafed  of  fome  European 
failor. 

The  women  of  rank  fhew  themfelves  more 
fkilled  in  the  ornaments  of  drefs  than  the  men. 
The  cloth  they  wear  round  the  waift  is  much 
longer,  and  faflened  with  greater  neatnefs 
about  their  bodies.  Their  hair  is  more  beau- 
tifully adorned  with  gold,   coral  and  ivory. 

Gold  chains  and  firings  of  coral  not  only 
hang  about  their  necks,  but  their  arms,  legs 
and  waifts  are  in  a  manner  covered  by  theie 
iplendid  ornaments  :  befides,  on  the  upper  part 
of  their  bodies  they  frequently  caft  a  veil  of 
filk,  or  fome  other  fine  fluff. 

The  kings,  while  in  their  own  houfe,  are  not 
diflinguifhed  by  the  leaft  grandeur.  Their 
cloaths  are  fometimes  not  worth  a  fhilling  ;  and 
they  eat  the  fame  food  as  the  meaneft  of  their 
fubjeds  •,  for  bread,  oil,  and  a  little  flinking 
fifh  make  up   their  bill  of  fare  -,  and  water  is 
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their  mod  common  drink;  but  they  have 
brandy,  which  they  purchafe  of  the  Europeans, 
and  palm-wine,  which  they  receive  from  the  in- 
land country. 

They  have  no  guard  at  the  palace  gates,,  nor 
any  but  their  own  wives  and  their  (laves  to  wait 
on  them  ;  and  when  they  go  abroad  in  their 
town,  they  are  ufually  attended  by  only  two 
boys,  one  of  whom  carries  the  King's  fabre, 
and  the  other  his  fear. 

But  in  cafe  they  go  to  pay  a.  vifit  to  a  con- 
fiderable  perlon  in  another  town,  or  are  to  re- 
ceive a  viiit  from  another  great  man,  they  take 
care  to  fhew  their  grandeur  •,  on  fuch  occafions 
they  and  their  wives  are  richly  adorned ;  they 
are  accompanied  by  armed  men,  and  have  um- 
brellas held  over  their  heads. 

The  troops  are  furnifhed  with  mufkets,  of 
which  vaft  numbers  have  been  bought  of  the 
Europeans,  and  in  the  ufe  of  which  they  are  ex- 
tremely expert ;  their  other  weapons  are  a  kind 
of  lances  called  affagays,  and  a  fort  of  fabres  ; 
they  alfo  wear  large  fhitids  four  or  five  feet  long 
and  three  broad,  made  of  ofiers,  fome  of  which 
are  covered  with  tyger-fkins,  or  other  materials ; 
and  fome  again  have  broad  thin  copper  plates 
at  each  corner  and  in  the  middle,  to  ward  off 
the  affagays  and  arrows  of  an  enemy.  They 
fight  without  the  lead  order,  and  are  chiefly 
intent  on  making  prifoners,  in  order  to  make 
them  flaves,  and  to  obtain  ornaments  of  gold 
and  coral  from  them. 

The  Negroes  in  general  believe  in  one  God, 
to  whom  they  attribute  the  creation  of  the 
world  and  all  things  in  it.  It  alio  appears  that 
they  have  fome  idea  of  the  immortality  of  the 
foul.  Every  one  has  what  he  calls  a  Fetifh, 
which  is  fome  ornament  worn  on  the  head,  or 
any  other  fubftance  dedicated  to  God,  and  to 
which  they  pay  the  greateft  reverence  •,  for 
thinking  themlelves  too  mean  to  be  allowed 
to  offer  their  petitions  immediately  to  the  Su- 
preme, they  ignorantly  efteem  it  more  modeft 
to  addrefs  them  to  their  Fetifhes. 

Each  Fetifher  or  Prieft,  has  his  peculiar  idol 
prepared  in  a  particular  and  different  manner ; 
which  is  moftly  a  large  wooden  pipe  filled  with 
earth,  oil,  blood,  the  bones  of  dead  men  and 
beads,  feathers,  hair,  and  all  fuch  kinds  of 
excrementious  fubftances  thruft  into  the  pipe  : 
by  thefe  mixtures  the  Prieft  may  probably 
convey  the  idea  of  fome  lecret  myftery,  or 
fome  powerful  charm,  that  lias  all  the  powers  of 
necromancy. 

If  a  Negroe  is  to  take  an  oath  before  this 
Fetifh,  he  firft  afks  the  Prieft  its  name,  each 
having  a  peculiar  one  ;  then  calling  the  Fetifli 
bv  it,  he  repeats  what  he  is  to  confirm  by  an  oath, 
and  defires  theFetifh  topunifh  him  with  death  if 
he  fwears  falfly  •,  then  going  round  the  pipe, 
he  afterwards  (lands  in  the  lame  place,  and  re- 
peats the  oath  a  fecond  time,  in  the  fame  man- 
ner as  before,  and  fo  a  third  time  ;  after  this 
the  Fetifher  takes  fome  of  the  ingredients  out 
of  the  pipe,  with  which  he  touches  the  per- 
fon's  head,  arms,  belly,  and  legs,  and  hold- 
ing it  above  his  head,  turns  it  three  times 
round.     He  then  cuts  a  bit  of  the  nail  of  one 


finger  on  each  hand,  and  one  toe  on  each  foot, 
and  fome  of  the  hair  of  the  head,  all  which 
he  puts  into  the  pipe. 

When  their  fifhery  is  at  a  low  ebb,  they 
make  offerings  to  the  fea-,  and  almoft  every 
village  has  a  fmall  facred  grave  to  which  the 
Governors,  and  principal  inhabitants  frequently 
repair  to  make  their  offerings. 

They  are  faid  to  have  fome  notion  of  the 
Devil,  but  are  fo  far  from  paying  him  any  kind 
of  worfhip,  that  they  have  a  cuftom  of  banifh- 
ing  him,  which  they  perform  annually  with 
abundance  of  ceremony  at  a  time  appointed  for 
that  purpofe. 

This  is  done  after  a  feaft  of  eight  days,  in 
which  they  take  the  greateft  liberties  with  each 
others  characters,  and  particularly  with  their 
fuperiors.  This  time  of  licence  being  ended, 
they  hunt  out  the  Devil  with  an  horrid  cry  ;  all 
running  after  one  another,  and  throwing  ftones 
dirt,  and  every  thing  that  comes  in  their  way 
at  the  fuppofed  fiend. 

When  they  have  driven  him  far  enough  out 
of  town,  they  return  to  their  houfes,  on  which 
the  women  immediately  wafh  and  fcour  all  their 
wooden  and  earthen  velfels  very  neat,  to  cleanfe 
them  from  all  pollution. 

Marriage  is  not  here  obftructed  by  previous 
ceremonies.  If  a  man  likes  a  young  woman, 
he  has  nothing  more  to  do,  than  to  afk  her  of 
her  parents,  who  feldom  refufe  fo  reafonable  a 
requeft,  efpecially  if  he  be  in  the  leaft  agree- 
able to  their  daughter. 

The  bride  brings  no  fortune  •,  but  the  man 
keeps  an  exact  account  of  the  expences  of  the 
wedding-day,  and  of  the  prefents  he  makes 
to  the  bride  or  her  friends,  that  if  ever  fhe 
become  fo  far  difgufted  with  him  as  to  leave 
him,  he  may  demand  the  whole  again.  But 
if  he  puts  her  away,  he  can  demand  nothing 
of  her  or  her  relations,  unlefs  he  produces  very 
good  reafons  why  he  difmiifes  her. 

They  allow  of  a  plurality  of  wives  and  fome 
are  faid  to  have  even  twenty  •,  but  thefe  are 
obliged  to  cultivate  the  earth,  and  to  drefs  pro- 
vifions  for  their  hufbands,  who  generally  fpend 
their  time  in  loitering  about,  and  drinking 
palm-wine  :  however,  thofe  who  are  rich  have 
two  wives  that  are  perpetually  exempted  from 
labour. 

Thefe  are  the  firft  wife,  who  has  the  chief 
command,  and  the  care  of  houfe-keeping ;  the 
fecond  is  confecrated  to  their  God,  and  is  called 
their  Fetifh  wife. 

Of  this  laft  they  are  generally  very  jealous  -, 
with  her  they  lie  on  the  night  following  their 
birth-day  ;  and  on  that  day  of  the  week,  which 
they  call  their  Fetifh  day. 

Each  wife  ufually  endeavours  to  pleafe  her 
hufband  in  order  to  obtain  the  greateft  fhare 
in  his  affections,  and  fhe  who  is  fo  happy  as  to  be 
pregnant,  is  fure  to  be  waited  on  and  refpedled 
by  her  hufband. 

The  women  are  delivered  with  very  little 
pain,  even  without  the  affiftance  of  a  midwife, 
and  it  is  ufual  for  them  to  go  as  foon  as  they 
are  delivered  to  wafh  in  the  fea. 

The  chikl  is  no  fooner  born  than  the  Fe- 
tifher 
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tither  or  Pried  is  Tent  for,  who  binds  a  number 
of  cords,  pieces  of  coral  and  other  things  about 
the  infant's  head,  body,  arms,  and  legs,  which 
are  to  iecure  it  from  iickncis  and  ill  accident,-, 
and  thefe  are  ail  the  cloaths  it  is  to  weir  till  it 
is  feven  or  eight  years  old,  at  which  age  it  puts 
on  a  fort  of  apron  of  half  an  ell  of  cloth.  The 
number  of  females  born  is  laid  greatly  to  exceed 
that  of  the  males,  which  may  be  fome  cxculc 
for  their  having  fo  many  wives. 

As  the  heat  of  the  country,  renders  the  peo- 
ple inaftive,  they  are  matters  of  but  few  manual 
arts  ;  however,  befides  building  their  houfes,  or 
rather  huts,  making  their  canoes  •,  and  being 
fkilled  in  managing  them  and  in  fifhing  •,  they 
employ  themfelves  in  the  making  of  wooden 
bowls,  and  earthen  veffels  ;  and  in  forming 
rings  and  chains  for  the  arms  and  legs,  of  gold 
and  filver  and  ivory  :  but  they  are  molt  expert 
at  fmiths  work  ;  for  by  means  of  a  fmall  pair 
of  bellows  with  two  or  three  pipe?,  which  is  en- 
tirely their  own  ihventi<  n,  they  with  a  great 
ftone  for  an  anvil,  make  not  only  lwords  and 
other  offenfive  weapons,  but  leveral  instru- 
ments of  agriculture,  with  hooks,  and  harping 
irons  for  fifhing,  and  knives  and  tools  for  mak- 
ing their  canoes,  the  largeft  of  which  arc  about 
thirty  feet  long. 

They  alio  make  fcveral  forts  of  muficial  in- 
struments, the  principal  of  which  are  a  kind  of 
horns  made  of  elephants  teeth  ;  drums  made  of 
the  hollow  trunk  of  fmall  trees,  covered  at 
one  end  with  fhcep-tkin,  and  a  fmall  (hinged 
inftrument  refembling  a  harp.  But  they  have 
not  the  leaf!  idea  of  letters. 

The  moil  commendable  particular  among  the 
negroes,  is  their  having  no  beggars-,  for  when  one 
of  them  finds  himfelf  fo  poor  that  he  perceives  it 
difficult  to  procure  fubfiftance,  he  binds  himfelf 
for  a  certain  turn  of  money,  or  his  friends  do 
it  for  him  ;  and  the  mailer  to  whom  he  engages 
himfelf,  lets  him  a  tail;  that  is  far  from  being 
llavifh  •,  it  being  chiefly  to  defend  him  in  cafe 
he  fhould  be  attacked,  and  at  his  Ieifure  time  to 
affiit  him  in  tilling  the  earth.  But  yet  all  the 
people  in  general,  from  the  King  to  the  meaneft 
fubjeft,  freely  beg  whatever  they  like  of  the 
Europeans. 

When  they  aredifcrdered  they  have  at  firft  re- 
course to  remedies  •,  but  not  thinking  them  alone 
fufficient  to  prelerve  life  and  reftore  health,  they 
apply  to  their  fuperftitious  worfhip,  as  more 
effectual. 

The  phyfician  being  alio  the  Fetifher  or  Pried, 
he  eafily  perfuades  the  patient's  relations  that 
he  cannot  be  recovered  without  fome  offerings, 
and  therefore  propofes  a  flieep,  a  hog,  a  cock, 
or  whatever  he  likes  befc  :  but  this  facrifice  he 
always  proportions  to  the  ability  of  the  perfon 
to  be  lerved.  If  the  difeafe  increafes,  more  ex- 
penlive  offerings  are  made. 

It  frequently  happens  that  one  phyfician  is 
difcharged  with  a  good  reward,  and  another 
called  in  his  Head  ;  and  this  change  of  phyficians 
fometimes  happens  twenty  times  or  more  fucccf- 
fively,  each  of  whom  has  the  benefit  of  making 
frefn  offerings,  and  of  appropriating  them,  as 
they  always  do,  to  their  own  ufe. 


Such  boys  as  are  flaves  orfervants  to  the  Eu- 
ropeans, if  they  think  they  have  a  good  matter, 
will,  on  his  being  feized  with  the  lealt  indiipo- 
lition,  go  without  his  knowledge  to  make  offer- 
ings for  him,  that  he  may  recover  his  health : 
and  accordingly  there  are  fometimes  found  on 
the  beds  or  in  the  chambers  of  the  Europeans, 
things  confecrated  by  the  Fetifher,  laid  there  to 
defend  their  matter  from  death  :  but  as  they 
know  that  the  Europeans  are  difpleafed  with 
inch  marks  of  their  gratitude  and  affection,  they 
always  do  it  privately,  and  conceal  them  fo  well, 
that  they  are  feldom  difcovered  before  the  perfon 
is  dead,  when  they  have  not  time  to  remove 
them. 

The  medicines  chiefly  ufed  here  are  lemon  or 
lime  juice,  the  grains  of  paradife,  the  roots, 
branches  and  gums  of  trees,  and  about  thirty 
forts  of  herbs,  impregnated  v/ith  fanative  ver- 
tues  ;  and  with  thefe  very  extraordinary  cures 
are  fometimes  performed. 

As  foon  as  a  perfon  has  breathed  his  laft,  his 
relations  and  friends  let  up  a  difmal  cry,  and  the 
youth  of  his  acquaintance  now  generally  fhew 
tl  eir  refpedt  by  firing  mufkets. 

If  the  decealed  be  a  man,  his  wives  immedi- 
ately ihave  their  heads  very  clofe,  fmear  their 
bodies  with  white  earth,  put  on  an  old  worn-out 
garment,  and  run  about  the  ftreets  making  dif- 
mal lamentations,  continually  repeating  the  name 
of  the  deceafed,  and  the  great  adtions  of  his 
life  •,  and  this  lafts  feveral  days  fucceffively  till 
the  corpfe  is  interred.  While  the  women  are 
lamenting  abroad,  the  nearelt  relations  fit  by 
the  corpfe  making  a  difmal  noife,  and  walking 
and  cleaning  themfelves  :  the  dittant  relations 
alio  ailemble  from  all  parts  to  be  prefent  at  thefe 


mourning  rites. 
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The  town's-people  and  acquaintance  of  the 
deceafed,  come  likewife  to  join  their  lamentations, 
each  bringing  his  prefent  of  gold,  brandy,  fine 
cloth,  iheets,  or  other  things,  to  be  carried  to 
the  grave  with  the  corpfe  ;  and  the  larger  the 
prefent  is  the  more  does  it  redound  to  the  hon- 
our of  the  perfon  who  makes  it. 

During  this  ingrefs  and  egrefs  of  all  forts  of 
people,  brandy  in  the  morning,  and  palm-wine 
in  the  afternoon  are  very  brifkly  filled  out  •,  fo 
that  the  funeral  of  a  rich  Negro  becomes  very 
expenfive  :  for  after  this  the  body  is  richly  dref- 
fedand  put  into  the  coffin  with  fetifhes  of  gold, 
the  fineft  corals,  and  feveral  other  things  of  the 
greatett  value,  which  it  is  fuppofed  the  deceafed 
will  have  occafion  for  in  the  other  world. 

After  two  or  three  days,  the  relations  and 
friends  being  all  met,  the  corpfe  is  carried  to 
the  grave,  followed  by  a  number  of  men  and 
women  without  the  leaft  order,  fome  filent, 
others  crying  and  fhrieking. 

At  the  lame  time  many  young  foldiers  run- 
ning about,  load  and  difcharge  their  mufkets, 
till  the  deceafed  is  laid  in  the  ground.  The 
corple  being  interred,  the  multitude  go  where 
they  pleafe  ■,  but  moft  of  them  return  to  the 
liouie  to  drink  and  be  merry  •,  this  lafts  feveral 
days  fucceffively,  fo  that  every  thing  then  rather 
refembles  a  wedding,  than  a  time  of  mourning. 

They  frequently  keep  a  King,  or  very  great 
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rerfon  a  whole  year  above  ground,  when,  to 
prevent  putrefaction,  they  lay  the  corpfe  upon 
a  wooden  frame  like  a  gridiron,  that  (lands  over 
a  very  gentle  clear  fire,  which  by  flow  degrees 
dries  it. 

When  a  King  is  to  be  publickly  buried,  no- 
tice is  firft  given,  not  only  to  the  people  of  his 
own  nation,  but  to  other  countries,  which  brings 
a  furprifing  co  courfe  of  people,  and  all  are  as 
richly  dreffed  as  poflible. 

In  thefe  funerals  feveral  of  the  (laves  of  the 
deceafed  are  inhumanly  killed,  that  they  may 
ferve  him  in  the  other  world.,  as  are  alio  thole 
whom  he  has  dedicated  to  Ids  falle  gods,  which 
are  one  of  his  wives,  and  one  of  his  principal 
iervants  ;  and  even  fome  poor  wretches,  who, 
through  the  infirmities  of  age,  or  other  acci- 
dents, are  rendered  incapable  of  labour,  are 
ibid,  in  order  to  be  victims  in  thefe  horrid  of- 
ferings, and  who  are  put  to  death  with  every  cir- 
cumftance  of  inhumanity. 

With  the  utmoft  horror,  (fays  Mr.  Bofman,) 
I  faw  eleven  perfons  killed  in  this  manner,  a- 
mong  whom  was  one,  who  after  having  endured 
the  moll:  exquifite  tortures,  was  delivered  to  a 
child  of  fix  years  of  age,  who  was  to  cut  off 
his  head,  which  the  boy  was  about  an  hour  in 
performing,  he  not  being  ftrong  enough  to 
weild  the  fabre.  But  human  facrifices  are  only 
in  ufe  among  thofe  Negres  who  are  not  fully 
lubject  to  any  European  government,  and  are 
at  a  diftance  from  our  forts. 

The  Negroes  generally  build  a  fmall  cot- 
tage, or  plant  a  little  garde  a  of  rice  on  the 
grave,  into  which  they  put  fome  of  the  goods  of 
the  deceafed  •,  but  no  houfhold  furniture,  as 
fome  Authors  have  pretended. 

We  have  already  given  fome  account  of  the 
trees  and  plants  of  this  country  in  treating  of 
the  Gold  Coaft  in  general.  There  are  cocoas, 
and  palm-trees,  lemon-trees,  bananas,  pepper, 
ananas,  water-melons,  and  many  others. 

Among  thofe  for  timber  are  many  of  an  ex- 
traordinary height  and  fize,  others  of  different 
coloured  wood,  fit  for  the  fineft  cabinet-makers 
work :  of  the  corn,  there  is  maize,  or  Indian 
wheat :  but  there  is  little  rice  or  other  corn  on 
this  coaft. 

Among  the  legumenous  plants  are  feveral 
kinds  of  beans,  one  fpecies  of  which  is  of  a 
bright  red,  and  grows  in  pods  three  quarters  of 
a  yard  in  length,  and  another  fpecies  grows 
on  trees  of  the  fize  of  a  goolbury-bufh  •,  and 
among  the  roots,  are  potatoes,  yams,  and  fe- 
veral others  fit  for  food,  as  well  as  fome  ufed 
in  medicine. 

There  are  great  numbers  of  cows  and  goats 
in  the  inland  countries  •,  but  only  a  few  of 
them  are  brought  to  the  coaft  •,  however,  at 
Axim,  El  Mina  and  Acra,  great  herds  of  them 
are  bred  •,  but  they  are  lb  light  and  fmall,  that 
a  full  grown  cow  does  not  uiually  weigh  above 
two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  and  both  the 
beef  and  veal  are  very  indifferent  meat. 

There  are  alfo  many  fheep  along  the  coaft  : 
but  they  are  dear,  and  not  above  half  fo  big 
as  ours :  they  have  no  wool,  but  that  want 
js   fupplied  with  hair :    however,    thefe  fheep 


are  very  dry  and  difagreeable  meat. 

As  to  the  goats,  they  are  innumerable,  and 
both  fatter  and  more  flefhy  than  the  fheep  of 
Europe,  though  they  are  exceeding  fmall.  There 
are  likewife  many  hogs ;  but  thofe  bred  by  the 
Negroes  are  but  very  ordinary  food. 

There  are  no  horfes  on  the  coaft  ;  but  there 
are  great  numbers  of  fmall  ordinary  ones  in 
the  inland  country  •,  but  the  affes,  which  are 
pretty  numerous  on  the  coaft^  are  larger,  and 
handibmer  than  thofe  horfes. 

Among  the  wild  beads  the  elephant,  on 
account  of  its  fize,  deferves  the  firft  place. 
Thefe  beafts  which  are  here  twelve  or  thirteen 
feet  high,  are  very  prejudicial  to  the  fruit- 
trees,  efpecially  to  the  orange,  bonana,  and  fig- 
trees,  and  with  refpecl  to  the  two  laft,  eat  both 
the  fruit  and  the  item  :  but  though  thefe  ani- 
mals are  of  fuch  ufe  in  the  Eaft  Indies  both 
in  war,  and  as  beafts  of  burthen,  none  of  them 
are  here  tarr.ed. 

However,  when  unprovoked  they  feldom 
hurt  any  body  ;  and  it  is  frequently  not  verv 
eafy  to  put  the  elephants  of  this  ioaft  in  a 
rage. 

Mr.  Bofman,  from  whom  this  defcription 
of  Guinea  is  chiefly  taken,  gives  the  follow- 
ing account;  "  In  December  1700,  at  fix 
"  in  the  morning,  an  elephant  came  here  to 
"  El  Mina,  walking  eafily  along  the  fhort  under 
"  the  hill  of  St.  Jago. 

"  Some  Negroes  were  fo  bold  as  to  go  to 
"  him  without  any  thing  in  their  hands  •,  he 
"  fuffered  them  to  encompafs  him,  and  went 
"  quietly  along  with  them  under  Mount  St. 
"  Jago,  where  one  of  our  officers  (hot  him  above 
"  the  eye:  but  this,  and  thefollowingfhot,  which 
'•  fome  Negroes  nowpotned  on  him,  did  not 
"  even  make  him  mend  his  pace,  and  he  feem- 
"  ed  between  whiles  to  threaten  the  Negroes  by 
"  pricking  up  his  ears,  which  were  of  a  pro- 
"  digious  fize. 

"  He,  however,  went  on,  and  foon  entered 
"  our  garden.  This  drew  the  Dire&or  General 
"  and  myfelf  thither,  and  we  were  foon  fol- 
"  lowed  by  fome  of  our  people.  He  had 
"  broke  down  four  or  five  cocoa-trees,  and  in 
"  our  prefence  he  brought  down  five  or  fix 
"  more ;  when  the  ftrength  he  ilemed  to  ufe 
"  in  breaking  down  a  tree,  might  be  fitly 
"  compared  10  the  force  exerted  by  a  man  in 
"  knocking  down  a  child  of  three  or  four  years 
"  of  age. 

"  While  he  (rood  here  above  an  hundred  (hot 
"  were  fired  at  him  •,  winch  made  him  bleed 
"  as  if  an  ox  had  been  killed.  But  this  did 
"  not  make  him  ftir,  he  only  fet  up  his  ears, 
"  and  made  the  men  apprehend  that  he  would 
"  follow  them. 

"  At  length  a  Negro  going  foftly  behind 
"  him,  wantonly  got  hold  of  his  tail,  and  was 
"  going  to  cut  off  a  piece  of  it ;  but  the  ele- 
"  pliant  giving  the  Negro  a  blow  with  his 
"  trunk,  and  drawing  him  to  him,  trod  upon 
"  him  two  or  three  times,  and  as  ifthatwss 
"  not  fufficient,  gored  two  holes  in  his  body 
"  with  his  teeth,  large  enough  for  a  man's 
"  doubled  fift  to  enter.     He  then  let  him  lie, 
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<c  and    even     flood    (till   while   two 

"  ventued  to  fetch   away  the    body,  without 


offering  to  hurt  them 

"  At  length  the  elephant,  after  he  had  been 
"  about  an  hour  in  the  garden,  wheeled  about, 
"  as  if  he  intended  to  fall  on  us,  on  which  we 
"  all  flew  to  the  fore  door,  in  order  to  make 
"  our  efcape  ;  but  he  followed  none  of  us  ; 
"  but  going  to  the  back  door,  threw  it  to  a 
"  good  diftance  ;  then  turning  from  it,  walk- 
"  ed  through  the  garden  hedge,  and  procecd- 
"  ing  flowly  to  the  river  by  Mount  St.  Jago, 
"  bathed  himfelf. 

"  Having  thus  refrefhed  a  little,  he  came 
"  out  of  the  river,  and  flood  under  fome  trees, 
"  by  fome  of  our  water-tubs  •,  where  he  alio 
"  cooled  himfelf,  and  then  broke  the  tubs 
"  in  pieces,  as  he  did  alio  a  canoe  that  lay  by 
"  them. 

"  The  firing  was  here  renewed  till  the  ele- 
"  pliant  at  lalt  fell  •,  after  which  they  cut  off" 
"  his  trunk,  which  was  fo  hard  and  tough, 
"  that  it  coll:  the  Negroes  thirty  flrokes  be- 
"  fore  they  could  feperate  it,  which  mull  have 
"  been  very  painful  to  the  elephant,  fince  it 
"  made  him  roar  ;  which  was  the  only  noife  I 
"  heard  him  make. 

"  He  was  no  fooner  dead,  than  the  Negroes 
"  fell  on  him  in  crowds,  each  cutting  off"  as 
"  much  as  he  could,  fo  that  he  furifhned  great 
"  numbers  with  food. 

"  Thoie  who  pretended  to  underfland  ele- 
"  phant-fhooting,  afterwards  told  us,  that  we 
"  ought  to  have  fhot  iron  bullets  :  indeed 
"  our's  were  not  only  lead  but  too  imall, 
"  and  therefore  moil  of  them  had  rebounded 
"  from  his  hide,  and  very  few  penetrated  his 
"  fkull." 

Tygers  are  here  numerous,  and  of  feveral 
fpecies,  fome  of  which  are  very  large,  and 
they  are  extremely  fierce  and  voracious  •,  but 
for  the  natives,  while  they  can  fatisfy  their 
appetites  on  the  flefh  of  brutes,  they  will  not 
attack  any  human  creature. 

The  jackal  is  next  in  fiercenefs  to  the  tyger, 
and  is  fti  bold,  that  it  devours  whatever  comes 
in  its  way,  whether  man  or  bead. 

There  are  alio  wild  boars  ;  but  they  are  very 
few,  and  not  fo  rapacious  as  thole  of  Europe. 
Thefe  are  excellent  meat. 

There  are  prodigious  numbers  of  apes,  of 
which  there  are  a  great  variety  of  fpecies.  The 
moll  common  fort  are  of  a  pale  mouie-colour, 
and  grow  to  the  height  of  five  feet.  Some  of 
the  Negroes  are  firmly  periuaded  that  they  can 
fpeak  :  but  that  they  will  not  for  fear  of  being 
let  to  work. 

Another  fpecies  is  fo  fmall,  that  four  of  them 
put  together  would  not  weigh  one  of  the  for- 
mer. There  is  a  third  fort  very  beautiful.  Thoie 
6f  this  fpecies  grow  to  the  height  of  about  two 
feet ;  their  hair  is  as  black  as  jet,  and  above 
a  finger's  length,  and  they  have  a  long  white 
beard. 

There  are  feveral  forts  of  wild  cats,  among 
which  is  the  civet  cat.  The  Negroes  are  great 
lover  of  dog's  flefh  ;  which  they  prefer  to  that 
of  cattle  :  their  dogs  are  very  ugly,  and  it  is 


remarkable,  that  thofe  brought  from  Europe 
foon  degenerate,  and  their  ears  grow  long  and 
ftiff  like  thofe  of  foxes,  and  in  three  or  four 
broods,  their  barking  turns  into  a  howl. 

Among  the  wild  beafts,  there  are  incredible 
numbers  of  deer  all  along  the  Gold  Coail,  efpe- 
cially  at  Arte  and  Acra,  where  herds  of  a  hun- 
dred together  are  fometimes  feen. 

Of  thefe  there  are  many  different  fpecies,  fome 
as  large  as  cows,  and  others  no  bigger  than 
cats  •,  but  all  of  them  are  good  to  ear,  particu- 
larly a  fort  about  two  feet  long,  the  flefh  of 
which  is  efleemed  very  delicate.  One  is  about 
four  feet  in  length,  and  of  a  flender  fhape  with 
a  long  head  and  ears,  and  is  a  beautiful  creature 
of  an  orange-colour,  ftreaked  with  white. 

Hares  and  porcupines  likewiie  abound  here. 
Thefe  laff,  which,  as  well  as  the  former,  are 
efleemed  good  food,  are  great  enemies  to  the 
fnakes,  and  will  attack  the  largeil  and  moil 
dangerous  of  thofe  reptiles. 

Befides  thefe,  there  are  feveral  other  qua- 
drupedes,  and  among  the  reft  the  floth^  one  of 
the  moft  loathfome  animals  in  the  world,  it  being 
almoft  impoflible  to  look  on  it  without  hor- 
ror. 

Among  the  feathered  tribe  there  are  cocks 
and  hens-,  thofe  at  Axim  are  fat  and  good,  tho* 
fmall  -,  but  about  El  Mina,  and  other  places  on 
the  coaft,  they  are  extremely  dry  and  lean. 

There  are  alfo  tame  and  wild  ducks,  pigeons, 
vaft  numbers  of  partridges  •,  plenty  of  phea- 
fants,  fnipes,  herons,  parrots  ;  great  numbers 
of  large  and  fmall  birds,  fome  of  which  are  ex- 
tremely beautiful,  their  plumage  being  finely 
variegated  with  the  brighteft  colours,  and  their 
heads  crowned  with  tufts  of  feathers. 

There  are  likewife  eagles,  falcons,  kites,  and 
many  others  of  the  birds  of  Europe,  as  well  as 
thofe  that  feem  peculiarly  the  natives  of  the 
Torrid  Zone. 

We  will  now  take  a  view  of  the  amphibious 
animals  and  reptiles  :  we  have  already  obferved, 
that  the  rivers  fwarm  with  crocodiles  •,  befides 
thefe,  there  is  an  animal  of  nearly  the  fame 
form,  though  it  feldom  exceeds  four  feet  in 
length,  its  body  is  black,  fpeckled  with  a  round 
fort  of  eyes,  and  the  fkin  is  very  tender.  It  in- 
jures neither  man  nor  beaft  ;  it  however  fome- 
times makes  great  flaughter  among  the  poultry. 
Its  flefh  is  fometimes  eat  by  the  Europeans,  and 
all  who  have  tailed  it  agree,  that  it  is  much 
finer  than  that  of  a  young  cock  or  a  hen. 

In  this  clafs  of  animals  we  may  reckon  the 
lizards,  of  which  there  are  every  where  many 
thoufands,  efpecially  by  the  walls  of  the  forts  ; 
and  of  thefe  there  are  various  fpecies,  differing 
in  fize,  fhape,  and  colour :  there  are  likewiie 
great  numbers  of  cameleons,  which  are  far  from 
living  on  air  alone. 

Frogs  and  toads  are  as  numerous  as  in  Europe; 
but  the  latter  are  in  fome  places  as  large  as  a 
pewter  plate.  Thefe  are  mortal  enemies  to  the 
fnakes,  with  which  they  have  frequent  engage- 
ments. 

Of  thefe  laft  reptiles  there  are  not  only  great 
numbers,  but  a  prodigious  variety,  and  fome  of 
them  are  of  a  hideous  fize.     Mr,  Bofman  fays, 

that 
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that  the  largeft  of  thole  taken  while  he  was  on 
this  coaft  was  twenty  feet  long,  and  he  even 
believes  that  they  are  It i  11  larger  within  land  •, 
and  we  have  frequently  found,  fays  he,  in  their 
entrails,  not  only  harts  and  other  beafts,  but 
alio  men.* 

Some  of  my  fervants,  (fays  the  above-men- 
tioned Author)  once  going  to  the  country  be- 
yond Mouree,  found  a  ihake  feventeen  feet 
long,  and  very  bulky,  lying  about  a  pit  of  wa- 
ter ;  near  which  were  two  porcupines,  between 
which  and  the  make  began  a  very  fharp  engage- 
ment, each  mooting  very  violently  in  their  way, 
the  make  his  venom,  and  the  porcupines  their 
quills  of  two  fpans  in  length.  My  men  having 
feen  this  fight  a  confiderable  time,  without  be- 
ing perceived  by  the  furious  combatants,  in  the 
heat  of  the  battle  loaded  their  mufkets,  and 
let  fly  at  the  three  champions  to  lb  good  a  pur- 
pofe,  that  they  killed  them  all,  and  brought  them 
to  Mouree,  where  they  were  devoured  by  them 
and  their  comrades,  and  efteemed  great  dainties. 

Moft  of  the  makes  are  venomous  :  but  one 
is  lb  to  an  extraordinary  degree  :  this  is  fcarce 
a  yard  long  ;  it  is  two  fpans  thick,  and  variega- 
ted with  white,  black  and  yellow.  The  makes  not 
only  infeft  the  woods,  but  the  dwellings  of  the 
Negroes,  and  even  the  very  bed-chambers  with- 
in the  forts. 

The  country  likewife  produces  fcorpions, 
millepedes  of  a  poifonous  nature;  butwhofefting 
is  not  fo  dangerous  as  that  of  the  lcorpions  on 
this  coaft.  But  none  of  the  reptiles  and  infects 
of  this  country  appear  more  extraordinary  than 
the  ants. 

Thefe  vermin,   (fays     the    above   traveller) 
make  nefts  about  twice  the  height  of  a  man,  of 


the  earth  which  they  turn  up  in  the  fields  and 
hills,  and  fometimes  build  large  nefts  on  the 
trees,  from  which  places  they  foaietimes  come 
to  the  forts  in  fuch  prodigious  fwarms,  that 
they  frequently  oblige  us  to  quit  our  beds  in 
the  night. 

They  are  ftrangely  rapacious,  and  no  animal 
can  ftand  before  them  :  they  have  often  in  the 
night  attacked  one  of  my  live  fheep,  and  before 
morning  have  made  it  fo  perfect  a  skeleton  that 
no  human  hands  could  have  performed  the 
work  with  fuch  art. 

They  ferve  chickens  and  other  fowl  in  this 
manner  •,  and  the  rat,  notwithftanding  its  fwift- 
nefs,  cannot  efcape  them  ;  lor  as  foon  as  one  of 
them  attacks  a  rat,  he  is  inevitably  gone  •,  for 
attempting  to  run  away,  he  is  affaulted  by  feve- 
ral  others,  till  fo  many  fall  upon  him  that  he  is 
over-powered.  Thefe  ants  are  of  various  fizes 
and  colours. 

The  fting  or  bite  of  the  red  ant  raifes  an  in- 
flammation that  is  more  painful  than  that  of  the 
millepedes.  The  white  are  as  transparent  as 
glafs,  and  bite  with  fuch  force  that  they  will  eat 
through  a  thick  wooden  cheft  of  goods  in  a  An- 
gle night. 

The  want  of  flefh  and  neceffary  provifions 
in  this  country,  renders  it  necefTary  for  the  na- 
tives to  fubfift  principally  on  fifh,  and  itfeems  a 
particular  favour  of  providence  that  the  fea  and 
rivers  feem  to  contend  which  fhall  produce  the 
beft. 

There  are  here  many  forts  found  in  Europe, 
as  pike,  plaice,  flounders,  bream,  thomback, 
lobfters,  crabs,  prawns  and  fhrimps  •,  befides  a 
great  variety  of  excellent  fifli  that  are  not  found 
in  other  leas. 


CHAP. 


II. 


Account  of  the  Slave  Coa/i  of  Guinea.  A  general  defcription  of  the  Country  of  Whydah  ; 
•with  the  manners  and  cujloms  of  the  natives  ;  the  homage  paid  the  king  :  the  manner  of 
punijhing  thofe  Men  who  have  been  caught  'with  any  of  his  %vives.  The  ceremonies  ohferved 
at  the  funeral  of  a  king,  and  thofe  relating  to  religion  ;  a  port  defcription  of  the  kingdom 
of  Ardrah,  on  the  Slave  Coaft  of  Guinea,  with  the  cuf.oms  and  maimers  of  the  inhabitants  ; 
account  of  the  kingdom  of  Great  Benin  ;  a  defcription  of  the  city  of  Benin  and  of  the  king's 
Palace  ;  with  the  religion,  cufoms,  and  manners  of  the  inhabitants. 


'  HE  Slave  Coaft  begins  about  Rio  Volta, 
probably  fo  called  from  the  rapidity  with 
which  that  river  rufhes  into  the  fea  ;  for 
being  very  broad  a  few  miles  within  land,  and 
narrow  at  its  mouth,  where  the  fhore  riles  high, 
it  difcharges  its  waters  with  an  amazingimpetuo- 
fity. 

The  country  affords  nothing  extraordinary  till 
we  come  to  the  Kingdom   of  Whydah,-)-  which 


*  It  mult  he  confeft'ed  that  this  account  at  firft 
fight  fliocks  probability,  and  yet  the  concurrent  tcfti- 
mony  of  many  Authors  of  reputation  render  the  fadf. 
indubitable.  * 


of  the   moft 


delightful 


places    in  the 


is   one 
world. 

The  great  number  and  variety  of  tall,  beau- 
tiful and  fhady  trees  on  the  coaft,  feem  as  if 
they  were  planted  in  fine  groves,  for  the  fake  of 
ornament,  and  are  without  underwood  or  weeds. 
The  verdant  fields  are  every  where  cultivated, 
and  no  otherwife  divided  than  by  thefe  groves, 
and  by  villages,  each  encompafied  by  a  low 


f  This  country  is  called  Fid  a  by  the  Dutch,  Juda 
by  the  French,  and  Whydah,  by  the  Englifh,  Per- 
tugucfe  and  Natives. 


mud 
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mud  wall,  and  regularly  placed  over  the  face 
of  the  country.  In  fhort,  every  thing  contri- 
butes to  render  the  profpect  the  moft  delight- 
ful that  imagination  can  form.  Not  a  moun- 
tain, or  even  an  hillock  interrupts  the  view  ;  the 
whole  country  being  a  fine,  eafy  and  almoft 
imperceptible  al'cent,  for  the  (pace  of  forty  or 
fifty  miles  from  the  fea  ;  fo  that  from  any  part 
of  this  kingdom  you  may  have  a  profpect  ot 
the  ocean,  and  the  farther  you  go  from  it,  the 
more  beautiful  and  populous  is  the  country. 
Yet   foreigners  find  the  air  very  unwhollbme. 

All  the  fruits  produced  on  the  Gold  Coafl 
grow  here,  befides  which  there  are  abundance 
of  tamarinds,  citrons,  and  fome  others  •,  Euro- 
pean feeds  grow  up  to  great  perfection ;  and 
the  fineft  lalad  gardens  in  the  world  might 
be  here  planted. 

The  cattle  are  cows,  fheep,  goats,  and  hogs, 
all  which  are  but  little  different  in  ffiape  and 
fize  from  thofe  of  the  Gold  Coaft,  but  are 
more  ficfliy  and  of  a  more  agreeable  talte. 
There  are  alio  horfes ;  but  they  are  very  ind.f- 
ferent  ones  :  snd  farther  within  land,  there  are 
elephants,  buffaloes,  ieveral  forts  of  deer,  hares, 
and  tygers.  There  are  here  alio  vaft  numbers 
of  apes,  of  different  kinds. 

There  are  no  other  forts  of  tame-fowl  but  a 
few  turkeys  and  geefe,  cocks  and  hens,  of  which 
laft  there  are  great  plenty,  which  tho'  fmall 
are  fat  and  good.  The  whole  country  leems 
covered  with  wild  fowl,  as  geefe,  ducks,  fnipes, 
turtle-doves,  and  twenty  other  forts  of  birds 
that  are  both  cheap  and  good. 

Among  all  the  birds  in  this  country,  there  is 
one  that  has  this  remarkable  circumftance  at- 
tending it,  that  whenever  it  moults  it  changes 
its  colour,  fo  that  thole  that  are  black  this 
year,  become  blue  or  red  the  next  •,  they  will 
be  yellow  the  following  year,  and  afterwards 
green  •,  but  they  never  vary  from  thefe  five 
colours,  which  are  always  very  bright,  and  un- 
mixed. 

The  natives  are  better  dreffed  than  thofe  of 
the  Gold  Coaft.  The  drels  of  the  King  and 
that  of  the  great  officers,  is  nearly  the  lame. 
It  confiils  of  a  piece  of  white  linnen  about  three 
ells  long,  which  encompafies  the  waift,  and 
hangs  down  to  their  feet  like  a  petticoat.  Up- 
on this  they  wear  a  garment  of  filk  of  the  lame 
fize  and  form  ;  and  over  this  laft  they  have  a 
richer  piece  of  iilk  fix  or  feven  ells  in  length, 
which  they  tie  by  the  two  corners,  and  mak- 
ing a  great  bunch  on  the  right  hip,  the  reft 
hanss  down  to  the  ground  fo  as  to  form  a  train  : 
but" none  are   allowed  to  wear  red,  except  the 

royal  family. 

They  wear  necklaces  and  bracelets  of  pearl, 
gold  and  coral,  with  chains  of  gold.  Moft  of 
them  never  wear  any  thing  on  the  head,  to 
inciter  them  from  the  rain  or  the  heat  of  the 
fun  :  but  a  hat  and  feather  is  worn  by  fome  of 
the  people  of  conlequence. 

The  common  people  have  generally  only  a 
few  herbs  cr  a  piece  of  cotton  of  the  fize  ot  a 
napkin  faftened  round  their  waifts,  to  cover 
what  modefty  teaches  them  to  conceal :  but  the 
women  of  the  fame  rank,  have  five  or  fix  cloths 
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round  the  waift,  the  longeft  of  which  covers  half 
the  leg,  and  the  others  which  are  over  it,  are 
each  fhorter  than  the  other. 

The  King's  wives,  and  thofe  of  the  gran- 
decs,  are,  like  all  the  others,  naked  from  the 
girdle  upwards,  and  from  the  girdle  down- 
wards have  two  or  three  coverings  of  cotton 
and  filk,  the  longeft  of  which  reaches  to  the 
ancles,  and  the  others  are  little  fhorter.  They 
are  all  very  large  and  form  a  roll  about  the  hips, 
that  makes  them  feem  as  if  they  had  hoop- 
peiticoats.  They  are  adorned  v/ith  necklaces, 
and  with  firings  of  pearls,  gold  and  coral  from 
the  wrift  to  the  elbow;  and  wear  on  their  heads 
a  cap  of"  plaited  and  coloured  ftraw  which  is 
very  light,  and  refembles  the  Pope's  tiara. 

Thefe  people  are   remarkable  for  their  civili- 
ty to   ftrangers,  and   the  extraordinary   refpect 
they  fhew   each   other.     If  any  of  them  goes  to 
vifit   a   fuperior,  or    meets   him  by  chance,  he 
immediately  falls  on  his  knees,  and  three  times 
kiiles  the  earth,  and  clapping  his  hands,  wifhes 
him  a  good   day  or  night,  which  the  fuperior 
aniwers    only    with    clapping    his   hands,     and 
returning  the  wifh.     The  fame  marks   of  re- 
fpect are  paid  by  the  younger  to  the  elder  bro- 
ther, by  the  childien    to  the  father,    and  by 
the  wives  to    their   husbands,  none  of  whom 
receive  any  thing  from    the  other  but  on  the 
knee,  with  their  hands  joined  ;  or  if  they  fpeak 
to    them  one   hand   is   always  put  before    the 
mouth,  that  their  breath  may  not    be   offenfivc. 
When  two  perfons  of  equal  condition  meet, 
they  both  fall  on  their  knees,  clap  their  hands, 
and   mutually   wifh  each    other    a  good   day  ; 
which    ceremonies    are    alfo   exactly    obferved 
by  their  followers  and  dependants  on  both  fides. 
But  notwithftanding  this  fervile  complaifance, 
they  are,  next '  to  the  Chinefe,  the  moft  artful 
thieves  in   the  world,  like   them,  they  are  ex- 
tremely addicted   to   gaming,  after  having  loft 
their  whole  iubftance,  they  play  for  their  wives 
and  children,  and  when   they  have  loft  them, 
flake  their  own  liberty,  and  thus  becomes  (laves 
to   their  countrymen,  who  fometimes  fell  them 
to  the  Europeans ;  and  like   the  Chinefe  they 
are   indefatigably  induftrious.     Befides  agricul- 
ture, from  which  the  King  and  a  few  great  men 
are   orrly  exempted,    they  fpin  cotton,    weave 
cloths,  make  calabafhes,  wooden  vefTels,  afla- 
gays,  hardware,  and  ieveral  other  things,  which 
are  done  to  greater  perfection  here  than  on  the 
Gold  Coaft. 

While  the  men  are  thus  employed,  the  wo- 
men make  a  kind  of  beer,  which  they  carry 
to  market  to  fell,  together  with  their  husband's 
merchandize. 

The  poorer  people  carry  goods  from  the 
fhore  to  the  King's  village,  and  with  a  burthen 
of  a  hundred  pounds  on  their  heads,  they  run 
a  fort  of  continual  trot,  fo  faft  that  it  is  difficult 
to  keep  up  with  them,  without  any  load  at  all. 
Thofe  who  are  very  rich,  befide  hufband- 
ry,  in  which  their  wives  and  ilaves  are  employ- 
ed under  them,  drive  a  very  coniiderable  trade, 
not  only  in  (laves,  but  in  many  other  articles. 

Thefe  (laves  are  generally  prifoners  of  war, 
wh'ch  are  fold  by  the  victors  as  their  booty. 

When 
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When  thefe  (laves  come  to  Whydah,  they  are 
put  in  prifon  all  together,  and  are  afterwards 
brought  out  into  a  large  plain  to  be  fold  to  the 
Europeans,  who  before  they  purchafe  them, 
examine  every  limb  with  the  greateft  care.  The 
invalids  and  maimed  being  thrown  out,  the  re- 
mainder are  numbered. 

In  the  mean  while  a  burning- iron,  with  the 
arms  or  name  of  the  companies,  lies  in  the  fire  ; 
and  with  this  iron  the  Englifh,  French,  and 
Dutch  brand  thefe  poor  unhappy  wretches  both 
men  and  women,  to  prevent  their  being  ex- 
changed. 

After  this  they  are  returned  to  their  prifon, 
where  they  are  kept  at  the  charge  of  thofe  who 
have  bought  them,  on  bread  and  water,  till 
they  are  ready  to  be  taken  on  board,  before 
which  their  former  mafters  ftrip  them  entirely 
naked  ;  in  which  condition  they  are  flowed  in 
the  holds  of  the  fhips,  and  carried  to  America, 
where  they  are  again  fold  to  the  planters  in  the 
European  colonies.  We  gladly  drop  this  dread- 
ful commerce,  fo  inconfiftent  with  Chriftianky, 
and  fo  difhonourable  to  human  nature. 

It  is  remarkable  that  the  natives  of  Whydah 
are  fo  expert  in  accounts,  that  they  reckon  very 
considerable  funis  as  quick,  and  as  juftlyby  the 
head  alone,  as  we  do  with  the  affiltance  of  pen 
and  ink,  which  makes  it  very  eafy  to  trade  with 
them,  and  not  half  fo  troublefome  as  it  is  to 
deal  with  other  Negroes. 

A  plurality  of  wives  is  here  carried  to  a 
greater  length,  than  on  the  Gold  Coaft,  or  per- 
haps in  any  country  in  the  world,  fo  that  if  the 
females  do  not  vaitly  exceed  the  males  in  num- 
ber, it  is  evident  that  multitudes  of  the  latter 
mull  for  ever  be  excluded  from  marriage. 

It  is  faid  that  private  men  have  often  forty  or 
fifty  •,  that  their  chief  Captains  have  three  or 
four  hundred,  and  the  King  as  many  thoufands. 
Theie  wives  may  be  confidered  as  only  fo  many 
(laves,  and  indeed  the  greateft  part  of  them  are 
probably  captives,  who  happen  to  pleafe  their 
mafters,  who  therefore  rather  chufe  to  keep 
them,  than  to  fell  them  to  the  Europeans. 

The  chief  part  of  them  till  the  ground  for 
their  hufbands,  while  the  moft  beautiful  ftay  at 
home,  where  they  are  not  excufed  from  work- 
ing ;  but  the  men  are  fo  extremely  jealous  of 
them,  that  on  the  leaft  fufpicion  they  fell  them 
to  the  Europeans. 

On  the  Gold  Coaft,  it  is  common  for  the 
hufband  to  fhare  with  his  wife  the  profits  of  her 
proftitution  ;  but  here  adultery  is  punifhed  with 
death,  and  if  the  perfon  injured  be  a  rich  man, 
the  crime  is  furficient  to  plunge  his  whole  fa- 
mily into  flavery. 

There  are  feveral  claftes  among  the  King's 
wives.  She  who  has  brought  forth  the  firft 
male  infant  is  at  the  head  of  the  firft.  This  is 
the  Queen,  or  as  they  term  her,  the  King's 
great  wife. 

All  the  others  treat  her  with  refpeel,  all  in  the 
feraglio  are  under  her  command,  and  fhe  has  no 
fuperior  but  the  King's  mother,  whole  credit  is 
greater  or  lefs  according  to  the  degree  of  his 
Majefty's  affection  for  her,  or  her  power  of  ma- 
naging him,     She  is  properly  of  no  clafs  ;  fhe 


has  a  feparate  apartment  in  the  palace,  flaves  of 
her  own  fex  to  wait  upon  her,  and  revenues  for 
her  fupport. 

When  fhe  has  great  credit  with  her  fon,  fhe 
receives  many  prelents  from  thofe  who  ftand  in 
need  of  her  protection  •,  but  fhe  is  obliged  to 
live  in  a  ftate  of  celibacy,  and  is  not  allowed  to 
marry  again. 

If  a  man  accidently  touches  any  part  of  the 
body  of  one  of  the  King's  wives,  his  head,  or 
at  leaft  his  liberty  is  forfeited,  fhe  is  defiled,  and 
being  unfit  to  return  to  the  palace,  both  are 
doomed  to  perpetual  flavery. 

Hence  the  King  is  entirely  ferved  by  his 
wives,  and  no  man  is  permitted  to  enter  the 
apartment  inhabited  by  them  •,  and  when  any  of 
them  go  to  work  in  the  fields,  which  they  do  by 
hundreds,  whenever  they  fee  a  man  they  call 
out,  "  Stand  cleaV  on  which  he  immediately 
falls  on  his  knees,  or  flat  on  the  ground,  and 
thus  waits  for  their  pafiing  by,  without  prefum- 
ing  fo  much  as  to  look  at  them. 

The  King  on  the  leaft  difguft  fells  eighteen  or 
twenty  of  them  ;  but  this  does  not  leflen  their 
number  :  for  the  officers  to  whom  the  govern- 
ment of  the  feraglio  is  intruded,  fupply  their 
places  with  frefh  ladies  :  and  whenever  they  fee 
a  beautiful  virgin,  they  prefent  her  to  the  King, 
none  daring  to  oppofe  them  ;  and  if  a  lady  hap- 
pens to  pleafe  his  Majefty,  he  does  her  the  hon- 
our to  lie  with  her  two  or  three  times,  after 
which  flic  is  obliged  to  pafs  the  remainder  of  her 
life  like  a  nun  ;  which  in  this  country  is  confi- 
dered by  the  women  as  a  moft  dreadful  punifh- 
ment. 

Upon  the  father's  death  the  eldeft  fon  inhe- 
rits not  only  all  his  goods  and  cattle,  but  his 
wives,  which  he  keeps  and  enjoys  as  his  own  -y 
excepting  only  his  own  mother,  for  whom  he 
provides  a  feparate  apartment,  and  fufficient 
fubfiftance.  This  cuftom  prevails  both  among 
the  great  and  the  vulgar. 

The  kingdom  of  Whydah  is  hereditary  ;  the 
eldeft  fon  fucceeding  his  father,  unlefs  the  great 
have  fome  extraordinary  reafons  for  excluding 
him,  and  placing  the  crown  on  the  head  of  one 
of  his  brothers,    as  was  the  cafe  in  the  year 

The  King's  eldeft  fon  is  therefore  prefump- 
tive  heir  of  the  crown  ;  but  then  he  muft  have 
been  born  after  the  King's  acceflion  •,  for  thofe 
he  had  before  he  afcended  the  throne,  are  only 
confidered  as  private  perfons. 

But  they  have  here  a  cuftom  that  is  much 
mere  extraordinary  ;  tho'  it  is  a  law  never  to 
be  violated.  The  fucceffor  is  no  fooner  born, 
than  he  is  carried  by  the  great  men  into  the  pro- 
vince of  Zingua  on  the  frontiers  of  the  king- 
dom, where  he  is  educated  as  a  private  perfon, 
without  knowing  his  birth,  or  having  the  leaft 
knowledge  of  ftate  affairs. 

None  of  the  great  are  allowed  to  vifit  or  re- 
ceive vifits  from  him.  He  is  to  continue  at 
Zingua  under  the  care  of  a  private  man,  who 
though  he  is  intruded  with  the  fecret  of  his 
birth,  he  is  not  to  reveal  it  to  him  on  pain  of 
death,  and  is  to  treat  him  in  the  fame  manner 
as  if  he  was  his  own  fon.     Thus  on  his  afcend- 

ing 


A     GENERAL     DESCRIPTION     OF    GUINEA.         695 


ing  the  throne,  knowing  neither  the  interefts  nor 
the  maxims  or"  the  ftate,  lie;  is  obliged  to  aban- 
don the  government  to  the  management  of  the 
great,  and  their  fuccefiors  ;  for  their  pofts  are 
hereditary,  and  the  eklcft  ion  always  fucceeds 
them. 

The  low  condition,  from  which  the  preemp- 
tive heir  of  the  crown  is  thus  railed,  makes  him 
long  fenfible  of  the  plealures  of  royalty, when  he 
fees  himfelf  thus  unexpectedly  placed  on  the 
throne.  Indeed  that  moment  is  no  fooner  ar- 
rived than  he  is  no  longer  confidered  as  a  man  ; 
he  becomes  in  an  Inftanta  kind  or"  deity,  who  is 
never  approached,  but  with  the  moll  profound 
reverence. 

As  loon  as  a  perfon  is  arrived  at  the  gate  of 
the  hall  of  audience,  he  proltrates  himfelf  on 
the  earth,  and  advances,  creeping  on  his  hands 
and  knees,  till  he  comes  within  a  certain  diftance 
of  the  throne,  and  the  King  allows  him  to  fpeak 
by  gently  clapping  his  hands. 

He  then  utters  what  he  has  to  fay  in  a  low 
voice,  and  in  few  words,  with  his  face  towards 
the  earth.  Nobody  is  exempt  from  this  incon- 
venient and  humbling  ceremonial  ;  the  greateft 
lords  in  the  kingdom  are  fubjecT:  to  it,  as  well 
as  the  others,  and  none  but  the  chief  captain 
of  the  Seraglio,  and  the  high-prieft  can  enter 
the  palace  without  leave  •,  but  if  they  fpeak  to 
the  king,  they,  as  well  as  the  others,  are  obliged 
to  do  it  in  the  above  pofture. 

When  one  of  the  great  men  would  fpeak  to 
the  king,  and  has  obtained  his  permiflion,  he 
goes  to  the  palace,  attended  by  all  his  men  in 
arms,  and  with  drums,  trumpets  and  flutes. 
When  he  arrives  at  the  gate  of  the  hall  of  audi- 
ence, his  men  make  a  general  difcharge  of  their 
mu;]<ets,  the  drums,  flutes  and  trumpets  ftrike 
up,  and  all  the  men  ihout  aloud. 

Tn  this  manner  he  enters  into  the  firft  court, 
and  there  ftrips  oft  all  his  cloaths,  and  hides  his 
nakednefs  with  herbs  put  round  hiswaiftj  he 
alio  takes  off  his  bracelets,  necklaces,  rings,  and 
in  general  all  his  jewels. 

In  this  condition  he  proceeds  to  the  hall  of 
audience,  where  he  proltrates  himfelf,  advances 
creeping  to  the  foot  of  the  throne,  fpeaks  with 
his  face  towards  the  earth,  and  when  his  audi- 
ence is  ended,  retires,  creeping  backward,  with- 
out changing  the  pofture  he  took  in  entering. 
On  his  rejoining  his  men  who  wait  for  him  in  the 
court,  he  drefles  and  puts  on  his  ornaments,  and 
the  King  is  informed  of  his  departure  by  the 
firing  of  guns,  the  found  or"  the  inftruments  of 
mufic,  and  the  loud  cries  of  joy  uttered  by  his 
uibjects. 

His  majefty  never  comes  to  the  hall  of  au- 
dience but  when  the  directors  of  the  companies, 
or  his  oreat  men  have  affairs  to  communicate  to 
him,  ami  are  to  receive  his  orders,  or  when  he 
would  ad  mini  iter  juftice  to  his  fubjedts. 

He  paffes  the  reft  of  his  time  in  his  feraglio, 
accompanied  by  his  women,  fix  of  whom  itay 
with  him  •,  thefe  are  magnificently  adorned,  and 
kneel  before  him  with  their  heads  almoft  touch- 
ing the  floor. 

In  this  pofture  they  entertain  and  endeavour 
to  divert  him  ;  they  drefs  him,  and  wait  upon 


him  at  the  table  •,  and  ufe  every  art  to  render 
themlelves  beloved. 

When  he  would  be  alone  with  one  of  his 
wives,  he  touches  her  flightly,  and  gently  claps 
his  hands  :  immediately  the  five  others  retire, 
and  having  fhut  the  door  of  the  room  where  the 
King  remains  with  their  companion,  they  keep 
it,  till  the  happy  woman  leaves  it.  Then  fix  0- 
thers  take  the  places  of  the  former,  and  thus 
they  relieve  each  other. 

The  King's  palace  is  now  plentifully  pro- 
vided with  European  furniture,  while  great  men 
and  rich  merchants  in  this  refpect  endeavour  to 
furnilh  their  houies  in  the  fame  manner. 

They  have  magnificent  beds,  eafy  chairs,  ca- 
nopies, looking-glaffes,  and  in  a  word,  every 
tiling  fit  to  adorn  a  houie  in  that  climate.  There 
are  here  cooks  inftructed  by  thofe  of  France,  io 
that  when  an  entertainment  is  given  to  an  Eu- 
ropean, he  finds  the  tables  of  the  Negro  Lords 
ierved  with  as  many  delicacies  as  thole  of  Eu- 
rope. 

Wine  is  brought  them  from  Spain,  the  Ca- 
naries, Madeira  and  France  ;  they  are  alio  fup- 
plied  with  brandy,  fweetmeats,  tea,  coffee 
and  chocolate  ;  and  their  tables  Ihew  no  remains 
of  their  ancient  fimplicity.  They  are  covered 
with  fine  linen,  and  they  have  veffels  of  filver, 
and  iervices  or  china.  But  this  politenefs  is 
confined  to  the  great  and  the  wealthy,  the  anci- 
ent cuftoms  being  preferved  among  the  common 
people. 

Notwithftandihg  the  fervility  with  which  the 
king  is  treated  by  his  fubjedts,  when  the  di- 
rectors of  companies  or  the  Captains  wait  upon 
him,  he  receive  them  in  the  hall  of  audience, 
cauies  eafy  chairs  to  be  brought  them ;  and 
even  drinks  and  fmokes  with  them. 

It  has  been  already  mentioned  that  the  peo- 
ple are  extremely  jealous,  and  that  adultery  is 
punifhed  with  death  :  but  if  a  man  is  furprized 
with  one  of  the  king's  wives  nothing  can  fave 
them ;  the  King  himfelf  pronounces  fentence 
againft  them  on  the  fpot. 

The  officers  of  the  palace  inftantly  caufe  two 
pirs  to  be  dug,  fix  or  feven  feet  long,  four 
troad,  and  five  deep,  fo  near  together  that  the 
criminals  may  fee  and  fpeak  to  each  other.  In 
one  of  thefe  pits  a  poft  is  fixed,  to  which  the 
woman  is  fattened  with  her  hands  tied  behind 
her. 

Two  wooden  forks  are  fixed  at  the  ends  of 
the  other  pit,  and  the  man  being  ftripped  na- 
ked, is  fattened  to  a  great  iron  bar  like  a  ipir, 
with  iron  chains,  in  fuch  a  manner  that  he  can- 
not move. 

The  king's  wives  then  bring  faggots,  which 
they  put  into  the  pit,  and  before  they  are  light- 
ed, the  fpit  to  which  the  man  is  fattened,  is  put 
upon  the  two  forks,  and  fire  is  put  to  the  wood 
in  fuch  a  manner,  that  only  the  extremity  of 
the  flames  can  reach  his  body. 

He  is  thus  left  to  burn  by  a  flow  fire  ;  a  cruel 
punifhment  that  would  laft  for  a  long  time,  had 
they  not  the  charity  to  turn  him  with  his  face 
downwards ;  in  which  fituation  he  is  foon  killed 
by  the  fmoke. 

When  he  no  longer  gives  any  fign  of  life, 

they 
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thev  undo  the  chains,  and  letting  him  fall  into 
the  pit,  cover  him  with  earth. 

The  man  being  dead,  about  fifty  or  fixty 
of  the  king's  wives  efcorted  by  a  party  of  muf- 
keteers,  and  accompanied  with  drums  and  flutes, 
come  from  the  palace  with  each  a  large  ear- 
thern  pot  of  fcaldmg  water  on  her  head  which 
they  pour  one  after  another  on  the  head  of  the 
poor  wretch  who  is  tied  to  the  poll,  and  after- 
wards throw  the  pots  on  her  head  with  all  their 
force. 

Dead  or  not,  all  the  water,  and  all  the  pots 
that  come  from  the  palaces  are  thrown  on  the 
body  of  this  unhappy  woman  •,  after  which, 
whether  fhe  be  ftill  alive  or  dead,  they  cut 
the  cords  that  fatten  her  to  the  poft,  pull  that 
up,  and  bury  her  in  the  pit,  under  a  heap  of 
earth  andttonc.T. 

When  the  wife  of  a  great  man  is  taken  in 
adultery,  he  may  either  fell  her  to  the  Euro- 
peans, or  put  her  to  death  :  if  he  chuies  the 
latter,  he  caufes  her  head  to  be  cut  off,  or 
has  her  ftrangled  by  the  public  executioner, 
and  is  acquitted  by  informing  the  king  of 
what  he  has  done,  and  paying  the  executioner's 
fee. 

But  as  he  has  no  power  over  the  man  who 
has  diihonoured  him,  unlefs  he  catches  him  in 
the  very  aft,  in  which  cafe  he  kills  them  both, 
he  is  obliged  to  demand  jultice  of  the  king, 
who  never  fails  to  condemn  the  guilty  to  naffer 
death. 

This  feverity  is  only  inflicted  with  refpedt  to 
married  women.  The  unmarried  are  not  fub- 
ject  to  it,  and  a  man  runs  no  danger  in  being 
caught  with  one  of  them  ;  for  nobody  has  any 
fault  to  find  with  him,  becaufe  fhe  is  fuppofed 
to  be  her  own  miftrefs. 

It  is  to  far  from  being  infamous  for  her  to 
have  children  before  marriage,  that  fhe  is  lure 
this  will  cauie  her  to  be  fooner  married,  becaufe  it 
is  a  proof  of  her  fruitf  ulnefs,  which  is  a  very 
important  coniidcration  in  a  country  where  the 
fathers  confider  children,  efpecially  the  males, 
as  the  greateft  riches,  and  the  fupport  of  their 
families  -,  and  it  mult  be  obferved,  that  they 
never  fell  their  own  children  for  Haves. 

On  the  death  (>t  Lne  kirg  of  Whydah,  the 
queen,  or  great  wife  of  the  decealed,  let  the 
grandees  know  ir,  who  are  obliged  to  keep  his 
death  fecret  for  three  months,  during  which 
they  aii'embie  in  order  to  confult  whether  the 
king's  eldeit  fun  be  worchy  to  al'cend  the 
throne. 

This  term  being  expired,  the  King's  death 
is  made  public,  on  which  every  thing  falls  into 
tonfufion  •,  law,  policy,  juftice,  leem  to  have 
expired  with  the  King,  and  the  moft  dreadful 
dilbrders  are  committed  ;  but  this  ftate  of  con- 
f  11  lion  lafts  only  five  days,  during  which  the 
prince  is  lbught  for  who  is  to  fill  the  throne, 
and  is  put  in  pofleflion  of  the  palace. 

A  number  of  great  guns  are  now  fired  to  in- 
form the  people  they  have  a  King,  and  imme- 
diately tranquility  and  good  order  are  re- 
itorcd  ;  the  markets  are  open,  and  every  body 
applies  to  buiinefs. 

Ir  is  culton-.ary  to  pull  down  the  palace  in 


which  the  King  dies  •,  within  three  months  after 
his  death  another  is  built,  to  which  the  new 
King  is  brought  with  all  the  wives  belonging  to 
his  father,  which  now  become  his. 

The  new  King  immediately  orders  the  fu- 
neral of  the  late  Monarch,  by  caufing  five 
cannon  to  be  fired  at  break  of  day,  five  at 
noon,  and  five  at  fun-fet.  The  noife  of  the 
lall  is  followed  by  dreadful  cries  and  how- 
lings,  which  refound  through  the  whole  palace. 

The  High  Prielt,  who  faperintends  the  fu- 
neral, caufes  a  pit  to  be  dug  fifteen  feet  fquare 
and  five  deep,  in  the  middle  of  which  they 
hollow  out  a  vault  eight  feet  fquare,  in  the  cen- 
tre of  which  the  King's  body  is  placed  with 
great  ceremony. 

The  High  Prieft  then  chufes  eight  of  the 
favourite  wives  of  the  deceafed  to  go  and  ferve 
him  in  the  other  world.  Being  dreffed  in  their 
richeft  apparel,  and  loaded  with  provifions, 
which  they  are  to  carry  to  the  late  King,  they 
are  conducted  to  the  vault  in  which  they  are 
fhut  up  alive,  and  lefc  there  to  perifh ;  but 
their  death  is  fpeedy,  they  being  foon  covered 
with  earth. 

After  the  death  of  thefe  women  they  bring 
the  men,  who  are  alfo  to  go  and  ferve  the  late 
King,  the  number  of  whom  is  not  fixed,  it  de- 
pending on  the  will  of  the  prelent  Monarch  and 
the  High  Prieft. 

As  it  is  not  known  on  whom  the  lot  will  fall,  his 
majefty's  late  domeftics  endeavour  to  fly  or  hide 
themfclves,  and  do  not  appear  till  four  or  five 
days  after  the  ceremony  is  over.  They  are 
then  reproached  with  having  eaten  the  King's 
bread  while  he  was  living,  and  with  receiving 
an  infinite  number  of  favours  from  him,  and  yet 
wanting  the  gratitude  to  accompany  him  into 
the  other  world. 

To  this  they  ufually  reply,  that  the  thoughts 
of  death  are  dreadful,  and  that  being  of  an  age 
capable  of  enjoying  the  pleafures  of  life,  they 
could  not  think  of  quitting  it  fo  foon.  With 
fuch  excufes  they  obtain  pardon,  and  are  enter- 
ed into  the  fervice  of  the  new  king,  promifing 
that  if  he  happens  to  die,  they  will  be  more 
faithful  to  him. 

Of  all  the  officers  ordomeftics  of  theking  who 
mult  infallibly  follow  him  to  the  other  world, 
his  favourite  is  the  principal.  The  perfon  who 
is  honoured  with  this  title  has  no  particular  office 
in  the  palace  ;  he  is  not  even  to  enter  it  :  when 
he  has  any  favour  to  ask,  he  mutt  addrefs  him- 
felf  to  the  High  Prieft,  who  makes  known 
his  requefts  to  the  Prince,  who  always  grants 
them  immediately.  He  has  a  right  to  take  out 
of  the  market  whatever  pleales  him. 

Pie  is  dreffed  in  a  long  robe  with  large  fieeves, 
and  wears  a  hood,  it  may  be  of  white  linen,  filk 
or  Indian  ltuff,  adorned  with  flowers  •,  and  when 
he  appears  in  public,  holds  a  cane  in  his  hand. 
He  is  treated  with  great  refpect,  and  exempted 
from  the  payment  of  all  taxes.         » 

He  lives  a  happy  life  ;  but  it  ends  with  that 
of  the  King  ;  for  nothing  can  difpenfe  with  his 
accompanying  his  mafter  into  the  other  world, 
and  he  is  the  firft  who  lofes  his  head,  after 
the  king's  favourites  are  fmothered  in  the  cave. 

All 
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All  the  other  men  who  were  deftined  to  ferve 
the  lace  king,  have  alio  their  heads  cut  off,  and 
according  to  the  High  Prieft's  order,  their 
bodies  are  laid  down*  or  placed  fitting,  with 
their   he.  le  them,  and   buried  about  the 

cave  ol  the  King. 

When  all  the  bodies  are  covered  up,  they 
raue  abai  e  them  a  great  heap  of  earth,  which 
terminates  in  a  pyramid,  at  the  top  ot  which 
they  place  the  arms  which  the  King  was  accui- 
tonird  to  ufe,  and  furround  them  with  a  number 
of  Fetiihes,  or  little  earthen  figures,  that  are  the 
tutelar  deities  to  guard  them. 

Thole  would  be  very  much  to  blame  who 
fhould  aceule  the  Negroes  ot  Wiivciah  of  having 
110  religion  :  they  pradtife  c'ueumcifion,  but 
this  does  not  her.1  feem  to  be  a  religious  rite, 
for  the}'  know  no  better  reafon  for  it,  than  its 
being  pradifed  by  their  fathers  and  grand-la- 
thers, who  learned  it  from  their  anceftors  ;  and 
that  they  ought  therefore  to  follow  their  ex- 
ample. 

The  molt  fenfible  men  of  Whydah  have  a 
confta  bd  idea  of  the  existence,  and  unity  of 
Gol  ;  whom  they  fuppofe  to  be  in  heaven,  and 
fay,  that  he  rewards  the  good,  and  punifties  the 
wicked,  that  it  is  he  who  makes  the  thunder 
roil  in  the  iky  :  but  imagining  that  it  would  be 
prefumption  in  them  to  addrefs  their  petitions 
to  him,  they  have  feveral  inferior  deities,  and 
beiides  the  Fetjfl  5,  which  they  have  in  com- 
mon with  die  negroes  on  the  Gold  Coaft,  they 
have  four  principal  objects  of  religious  worfhip; 
the  ferpent,  which  holds  the  iirft  rank  ;  the 
trees,  which  are  of  the  fecond  clals  ;  the  fea, 
v.  hich  is  only  third  in  rank  ;  and  Agoya,  who  is 
the  god  of  couniels. 

The  vvorlhip  of  the  ferpent  is  accounted  for 
in  the  following  manner  :  the  people  of  Why- 
dah being  ready  to  give  battle  to  the  King 
of  Ardrah,  a  neighbouring  nation,  a  great 
ferpent  came  from  the  en.my's  army,  to  furren- 
der  itfelf  to  that  of  Whydah,  and  appeared  lb 
gentle,  that  far  from  biting,  it  fawned  upon  every 
body  ;  which  the  Kigh  Prieft  obferving,  ven- 
tured to  take  it  in  his  hands,  and  to  hold  it  up 
on- high,  to  lhew  it  the  whole  army  ;  who  being 
itoniihed  at  the  prodigy,  pxoftrated  themfelves 
before  the  harmlefs  animal,  and  then  fell  upon 
the  enem\-  with  fuck  courage,  that  they  gained 
a  complete  victory. 

This  the  foldiers  attributed  to  the  ferpent. 
They  carried  it  awav  with  them,  built  a  houfe 
for  it,  brought  it  provifions,  and  in  a  little  time 
the  new  god  cclinled  all  the  others,  even  the 
fetiihes,  which  were  the  fir-ft,  and  the  molt  anci- 
ent godj  of  the  country  ;  and  its  worlhip  en- 
creafed  in  proportion  to  the  imaginary  favours 
they  fuppoled  they  had  received  from  it  :  thus 
it  did  not  long  remain  in  the  firfl  houfe  they  had 
built  for  it  ;  they  erected  a  more  fumptuous 
one,  with  many  court;,  and  fpacious  lodgings. 
They  appointed  it  a  High  Prieft,  and  an  entire 
order  of  Marabouts  to  ferve  it.     But  this  was  not 
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all,  the)r  dedicated  to  it  the  molt  beautiful  wo- 
men, and  that  it  might  never  want  fervants, 
chofe  new  ones  every  year. 

It  is  worthy  of  observation  that  the  molt  fen- 
fible Negroes  very  gravely  afiert,  that  the  fer- 
pent they  now  worfhip  is  really  that  which  came 
to  their  anceftors,  and  gave  them  the  celebrated 
victory  that  delivered  them  lrom  the  oppref- 
fions  of  the  King  of  Ardrah. 

The  polterity  of  this  ferpent  have  multiplied 
extremely,  and  have  not  degenerated  from  the 
good  qualities  of  their  father. 

They  do  no  injury  to  an)'  one  ;  but  fuffer  the 
people  to  place  them  in  their  bofoms,  to  pur 
them  about  their  necks,  and  into  their  beds. 
The  only  refentment  they  fhew  is  againlt  the  ve- 
nomous ferpents,  which  they  always  endeavour 
to  deftroy  ;  and  there  is  no  danger  of  the  peo- 
ple's miltaking  one  lor  the  other. 

Thefe  lalt  are  all  black,  and  refemble  vipers  ; 
they  are  four  yards  long,  and  an  inch  and  a  half 
,  in  diameter  ;  but  the  beneficent  ferpent  is  not 
commonly  above  feven  feet  and  half  in  length 
but  it  is  ol  the  thicknefs  of  a  man's  leg.  It  has 
a  large  round  head,  and  pointed  tail.  Its  skin 
is  very  beautiful,  it  being  of  a  whitifh  colour, 
marked  in  wayes  very  agreeably  with  yellow,  blue 
and  brown. 

The  people  efteem  themfelves  happy  when 
one  of  thefe  honours  their  houfe  with  its  pre- 
lence  :  they  give  it  a  bed,  and  if  it  be  a  female 
with  young,  they  make  her  a  little  houfe,  to 
w  hich  -he  retires  to  bring  them  forth,  and  when 
fhe  or  her  young  want  food,  they  fetch  it  them 
till  they  are  big  enough  to  take  care  of  them- 
lelves.  The  perfon  that  mould  kill  one  of 
them  would  fuffer  a  cruel  death. 

It  is  wrell  known  that  ferpents  or  fnakes  mul- 
tiply extremely,  and  that  they  live  for  a  long 
time  :  one  would  therefore  imagine,  that  the 
earth  would  be  covered  with  them  ;  but  the 
black  ferpents  give  them  no  quarter,  and  with- 
out refpeift  to  dieir  divinity,  kill  and  eat  them  : 
the  fwine  do  the  fame,  and  this  diminifhes  their 
number  ;  but  it  always  colts  the  life  of  thofe 
animals  when  they  are  caught  in  the  fact  ;  no- 
thing can  hinder  a  hog  from  being  immediately 
put  to  death  ;  the  people  have  no  refpedt  to 
thofe  to  whom  they  belong  ;  for  though  they 
are  the  King's  they  are  kiled  on  the  fpot,  and 
thofe  who  ilaughter  them  are  entitled  to  their 
fiefh. 

The  ferpent  of  Whydah,  from  which  all  the 
others  of  the  fame  fpecies  are  laid  to  be  defcend- 
ed,  is  worfhipped  in  his  houfe  or  temple,  upon 
every  occafion  :  therefore  the  offerings  and  fa- 
crifices  made  to  him  are  not  confined  to  bulls 
and  rams,  to  loaves  of  bread,  fruit,  or  a  few 
gold  rings. 

The  High  Prieft  often  prefcribes  a  confidera- 
ble  quantity  of  valuable  merchandize,  barrels  of 
bougies,*  powder,  brandy,  heca-tombs  of  bulls, 
fheep,  fowl  ;  and  fometimes  even  human  facri- 
fices  are  offered  to  his  honour.     All  this  depends 
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on  the  fancy  and  avarice  of  the  Prieft. 

The  Marabouts  or  Priefts  of  the  grand  fer- 
pent  are  of  one  family,  of  which  the  High  Prieft, 
who  is  one  of  the  grandees,  is  the  chief.  All 
the  other  Marabouts  receive  his  orders,  and 
pay  obedience  to  him. 

But  befides  the  men  and  women  of  this  fa- 
mily, a, number  of  girls  are  confecrated  to  the 
ferpents,  which  procures  them  uni\ trial  refpgfifc, 
and  confers  upon  them  many  extraordinary  pri- 
vileges, one  of  which  is,  a  right  to  tyrannize  over 
their  hufbands,  when  they  can  find  a  man  fuch 
a  fool  as  to  marry  one  of  them. 

We  will  now  give  an  account  of  their  deities, 
of  which  Agoya,  or  the  god  of  counfels,  is 
confulted  by  the  people  before  they  undertake 
any  thing. 

This  god  is  a  paltrv  little  idol  of  black 
earth,  which  rather  lefembles  a  mifhapen  mon- 
fler  than  any  thing  elfe.  It  is  reprefented 
feated  or  crouching  on  a  kind  of  pedeital  of  red 
earth,  on  which  there  is  a  piece  of  red  cloth, 
adorned  with  cowries,  and  he  has  about  his  neck 
a  fcarlet  band  to  which  hang  four  cowries. 
His  head  is  crowned  with  lizards,  ferpents  and 
red  feathers.  This  idol  is  placed  on  a  table  in 
the  High  Prieft's  houfe,  with  three  callabafhes 
before  him,  in  which  are  fifteen  or  twenty  balls 
of  earth. 

Thofe  who  would  confult  him,  addrefs  them- 
felves  to  a  Marabout,  tell  him  the  fubjeft  that 
brought  them  thither,  give  him  the  offering,  de- 
figncd  for  the  god,  and  the  price  of  confulting 
lima,  after  which  the  queftion  is  determined  by 
throwing  the  balls  from  one  callabafh  into  ano- 
ther a  certain  number  of  time3,  when  if  there  be 
an  odd  number  in  each,  the  Marabout  boldly 
pronounces  that  the  oracle  has  declared  in  his 
favour,  and  the  man  may  undertake  the  affair 
on  which  he  has  confulted  the  god. 

When  the  fea  is  agitated  in  an  extraordinary 
manner,  fo  that  merchandize  can  neither  be  em- 
barked, nor  brought  afhore,  they  confult  the 
High  Prieft,  and  by  his  advice  facrifice  a  bull 
or  a  fheep  on  the  bank  of  the  lea,  fuffering  the 
blood  to  run  into  the  water,  and  throw  a  gold 
ring  into  the  waves,,  as  far  as  they  are  able. 
The  ring  and  blood  are  loft  ;  but  the  body  of 
the  facrificed  beafts  belongs  to  the  Prieft,  who 
caufes  it  to  be  carried  to  his  houfe.  It  colts 
Ids  to  render  the  trees  favourable-  It  is  com- 
monly the  fick  that  have  recourfe  to  them,  who 
make  them  an  offering  of  millet,  maize  or  rice, 
which  the  Marabout  places  at  the  foot  of 
the  tree  to  which  the  fick  man  pays  his  devo- 
tions. 

The  Kingdom  of  Ardrah,  is  but  of  fmall 
extent  on  the  coaft,  where  the  kingdoms  of  Why- 
dah  and  Popo  are  taken  out  of  it.  It  reaches 
only  twenty-five  leagues  along  the  fhore  ;  but 
within  land  it  extends  from  ea-lt  to  weft  from  the 
river  Volta  to  that  of  Benin,  which  is  above 
one  hundred  leagues,  and  it  reaches  ftill  farther 
from  north  to  fouth. 

The  manners,  cuftoms  and  religion  of  thefe 
people  are  in  fome  refpe&s  the  fame  as  thofe  of 
Whydah,  except  their  not  worihipping  the  fer- 
pentr      On    the  contrary,    they  learch   for  the 


tame  and  gentle  ferpents,  in  order  to  kiil  and  qa: 
them. 

However,  the  people  here  offer  up  neichc: 
prayers  nor  facririces*  They  feem  to  have  no 
idea  of  another  life,  and  only  dread  the  acci- 
dents that  may  render  this  life  unhappy.  The: 
great  Marabout  appoints  for  every  family  the 
Fetiihes  they  are  to  honour,  in  order  to  fccure 
themfelves  from  thefe  misiortunes. 

The  Fetiihes  of  the  King  and  the  court  are 
certain  black  birds  almoft  like  the  crows  of  Eu- 
rope. With  thefe  the  gardens  of  the  palace 
are  filled,  and  they  are  fed  as  well,  though  they 
are  not  tSeited  with  the  fame  reipect,  as  the  fer- 
pents of  WHydah. 

Private  i  crfons  have  for  their  Fetifnes  fome 
a  mountain,  others  tree,  a  ftone,  a  piece  of 
wood,  or  any  other  inanimate  fubftance,  which 
they  regard  with  a  kind  of  refped  ;.  but  as  we 
have  already  obferved,  offer  no  prayers  to  them. 

In  every  town  the  great  Mai  about  has  a  houfe 
to  which  he  invites  by  turns  the  wives  of  all  the 
freemen,  to  learn  fome  religious  exercifcs.-  They 
ftay  there  five  or  fix  months,  and  are  inftruCt- 
ed  by  old  women  in  a  fort  of  finging  and  danc- 

ing- 

They  make  them  enter  by  bands,,  which  luc- 

ceed  each  other  day  and  night,  in  a  hall  ap- 
pointed for  that  purpofe,  and  after  having  tied 
fmall  irons  and  brafs  plates  to  their  legs  and  feet, 
in  order  that  they  may  make  the  greater  ooife, 
they  dance  and  fing  with  all  their  force. 

This  dance  coniifts-  of  ftamping  and  perform- 
ing all  the  agitations  and  motions  of  the  body 
that  are  moft   fatiguing,    and  mo  ft  difficult  to- - 
fupport. 

They  accompany  it  with  a  fong,  mixed  with 
cries  and  howling,  performed  in  cadence,  and. 
continue  this  violent  exercife  till  they  faint 
away  ;  when  in  an  inftant  their  old  mifl  relies 
fubftitute  another  fet  of  fcholars  in  the  room, 
of  thofe  who  are  out  of  breath,  who  begirt 
the  fame  dance,  the  fame  fong,  and  the  fame 
cries,  to  the  great  difturbance  of  the  neigh- 
bourhood. 

The  Sieur  d"  Elbee,  who  was  there  in  1670, 
obferves,  that  in  the  great  Marabout's  houfe  he 
faw  a  figure  made  to  reprefent  the  devil,  which 
was  of  the  fize  of  a  child  of  four  years  of  age-, 
and  painted  white  ;  and  he  aliening  that  the 
devil  was  black,  the  Marabout  gravely  replied, 
that  he  was  miftaken,  for  he  was  fure  he  was 
very  white,  for  he  had  feen  and  ipoke  to  hint 
feveral  times. 

The  above  gentleman  found  at  Afiem  fome 
Negroes  who  were  Chriftians,  and  came  to  aik 
him  for  chaplets  of  beads,  and  to  aik  if  he  would 
not  order  mats  to  be  laid  in  his  apartment.  It 
is  probable  that  thefe  Negroes  had  been  bap- 
tized by  the  Portuguefe  while  the)'  were  efta- 
blifhed  in  the  kingdom. 

The  men  of  diftinction  wear  two  fhort  pet- 
ticoats of  taffety  or  other  filk,  and  have 
filk  fcarfs  in  the  form  of  moulder-belts.  Moft 
of  them  go  with  their  heads  and  feet  naked  : 
thev  may,  however,  wear  bonnets  or  hats,  and 
landals,  except  in  the  King's  palace. 

The    men    of  common    rank    are    covered 
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from  the  girdles  to  the  knees  with  a  piece  of 
ierge,  that  goes  twice  round  them,  the  ends 
wrapping  over  at  the  naval.  The  poor  and  thofe 
who  gain  their  living  by  their  labour,  have  only 
a  fmall  piece  of  co:ton  cloth,  or  forjae  gral's  to 
cover  their  nudities,  and  have  the  head  and  feet 
naked. 

The  women  of  rank  have  petticoats  and  fcarfs 
like  the  men,  and  as  they  feldorn  leave  their 
houfes,  they  commonly  wear  nothing  on  their 
heads  and  feet.  The  poor  women  have  ihort 
cloths  tied ,  about  their  waifls,  and  have  their 
heads  and  feet  always  naked. 

The  city  of  Aflem,  the  capital  of  the  king- 
dom is  furrounded  by  tour  walls  of  earth  which 
are  very  high  and  thick.  This  earth  is  red  and 
forms  a  fufulance  as  firm  and  even  as  pluitler, 
though  it  does  not  appear  to  be  mixed  v. 
lime.  Each  A'al  has  a  large  and.  deep  ditch, 
not  on  the  outfide  but  within  it,  and  lere  are 
three  wooden  bridges  over  thefe  •  ■'  chcs< 

The  palace  ;  .  Mr.  d'El  >ee  waa  there*, 
was  very  large  and  compofed  of  many  great 
courts,  entirely  furrounded  with  portico0.,  above 
which  were  apart  .  s,  that  hi.d  fmall  wind-  "  s. 
In  fome  uf  thefe  chambers  the  floor  was  covered 
with  large  Turky  carpets,  and  in  oihers  with 
rha  s.  A  (ingle  ealy  chair  .as  in  each  room, 
and  they  wer  likewife  fumilhed  with  ikreens, 
cheils,  cabinets  and  porcelain  brought  from 
China.  Thet  •  was  no  glats  in  the  windows  but 
only  frames  of  white  linen,  and  taffety  curtains. 
The  gardens  were  very  fpacious,  and  confined 
of  long  viftas  ol  thick  trees,  to  afford  a  cool  and 
ihady  retreat. 

The  fovereign  always  cats  alone,  and  when 
he  drinks  an  officer  makes  a  fignal,  with  two 
fmall  rods  ot  iron,  in  order  that  all  who  are  with- 
in fight  may  turn  away  and  not  look  at  his  ma- 
jefty  •,  for  feeing  him  drink  is  thought  a  crime 
worthy  of  death.  The  very  officer  v. ho  pre- 
fents  the  glafs  is  faid  to  turn  his  body  and  head, 
and  to  prefent  it  backward.  This  they  fav  is 
done  to  prevent  the  effects  of  forcery  at  that  mo- 
ment. 

His  majefty  is  always  ferved  on  the  knee,  and 
this  refpect  is  {hewn  even  to  the  provifions  let 
on  his  table.  Thofe  who  happen  to  be  in  the 
way  of  the  officers  who  carry  them,  proflrate 
themfelves  with  their  faces  to  the  earth,  and 
dare  not  raife  them  up,  till  the  difhes  are  out 
of  fight. 

The  commerce  of  the  ftate  confifts  only  in 
flaves  and  provifions :  thefe  flaves  are  of  feveral 
kinds  :  fome  are  prifoners  of  war,  others  are 
paid  to  the  ftates  by  the  neighbouring  kingdoms, 
dependant  on  that  of  Ardrah.  Some  are  con- 
demned to  be  fold  for  flaves,  for  having  vio- 
lated the  laws  of  the  country.  Some  are  flaves 
by  birth,  as  are  the  children  of  all  flaves  ;  and 
there  are  others  who  not  being  able  to  pay  their 
debts,  are  fold  for  the  benefit'  of  their  cre- 
ditors. 

Thofe   who  have   difobeyed  the  king's  orders 
are  inevitably  condemned  to   fuffer-death,    and 


*  This  country  has  been  fince  ravaged  by  the  King 
of  Dahomey,  who,  in   1724.,  made  a  conquefl  both 


their  wives  and  kindred  to  a  certain  degree,  be- 
comes f!a\es  to  the  king,  who  fells  them  to  whom 
he  plea  lis. 

The  common  people  can  neither  read  nor 
write,  they  therefore  in  bu\  ing  and  felling  make 
ufe  of  cords  tied  in  knots,  each  of  which  has  a 
particular  fignifi cation.  Thefe  knots  are  in  ufe 
among  rnanv  of  the  lavages  of  America.  But  the 
great  underlland  the  Portuguefe  tongue,  which 
they  read  and  write  very  welf.    • 

About  fifty  miles  eaft  of  Ardrah  are  fituated 
the  cape  and  river  of  Forniofa,  otherwile  called 
Benin,  from  the  kingdom  of  Great  Benin  on 
its  banks.  Th  country  by  the  fides  of  this 
river,  is  very  unhealthful,  and  peftered  with 
mufketoes,  which  are  ver.  tioublcfome  to  the 
Europeans,  who  have  bad  factories  in  three  vil- 
lages up  the  river. 

Though  the  natives  are  very  civil  to  each 
other,  yet  at  the  fame  time  they  are  prudent 
and  reterved,  efpecially  in  the  management  of 
then  trade,  alvvays  pretending  to  be  poorer  than 
they  really  are,  in  order  to  efcape  the  rapacious 
hands  ot  their  governors. 

The  habit  of  the  Negroes  is  nearer  and  more 
ornam:ntal  than  that  of  the  Ncsxoes  on  the 
Gold  Coait.  The  rich  wear  a  white  callico  or 
cotton  cloth,  about  a  yard  long,  and  half  a  yard 
broad,  which  ferves  them  for  drawers.  Over 
this  they  wear  a  finer  white  cotton  drefs,  which 
is  commonly  fixteen  or  twenty  yards  long,  this 
is  wrapped  about  them  ;  over  this  is  a  fcarf, 
about  a  yard  long,  and  two  fpans  broad,  the 
end  of  which  is  adorned  with  fringe  or  lace. 
In  thefe  cloaths  they  appear  abroad ;  but  at 
home  they  wear  a  coarfe  cloth  about  their  waifls 
inftead  of  drawers  ;  and  above  all  a  great 
painted  cloth,  of  the  manufacture  of  the  coun- 
try, which  they  wear  like  a  cloak.  The  meaneft 
fort  are  dreft  in  the  fame  manner,  only  they  wear 
a  coarfer  kind  of  fluff. 

The  wives  of  the  great  lords  wear  fine  cal- 
lico cloths  round  their  waifls,  handfomely  che- 
quered with  feveral  colours.  The  upper  part 
of  the  body  is  covered  with  a  beautiful  cloth 
about  a  yard  long.  Their  necks  are  adorned 
with  necklaces  of  coral,  very  agreeably  difpof- 
ed  ;  their  arms  are  drefled  up  with  bright  cop- 
per, or  iron  bracelets ;  as  are  alio  the  legs  of 
fome  of  them ;  and  their  fingers  are  as  thick 
crowded  with  copper  rings,  as  they  can  poffibl  ' 
wear  them.  The  meaner  fort  differ  fom  the 
rich  only  in  the  goodnefs  of  their  cloaths. 

The  children  in  general  go  naked  :  the  boys 
till  they  are  ten  or  twelve  years  old,  and  the 
girls  till  nature  difcovers  their  maturity ;  till 
then  they  wear  only  firings  of  coral  twifled  aboir. 
their  middles,  which  are  not  fufficient  to  hide 
their  nudities. 

The  men  let  their  hair  grow  in  its  natural 
form,  except  buckling  it  in  two  or  three  places, 
in  order  to  hang  a  great  coral  to  it ;  but  the 
women's  hair  is  artfully  turned  up  into  great 
and  fmall  buckles,  and  divided  at  the  crown 
of  the  head,  like  a  cock's  comb    inverted,  by 


of  Whydah  and  Ardrah,  which  has  probably  produc- 
ed fome  material  alterations, 

which 
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which  means  the  fmall  curls  are  placed  in  exaft 
order.     Some  divide  their  hair  into  twenty  plaits 


and  curls. 

The  ting  is  an  abfolute  Monarch,  his  will 
being  a  law.  Next  to  him  are  three  great  lords, 
to  whom  all  muft  addrefs  themfelves  who  want 
to  apply  to  his  majefty ;  but  as  they  are  lure  to 
inform  him  only  of  what  they  themfelves  pleafc, 
the  whole  adminiftration  of  the  government  de- 
pends on  them.  Next  to  thefe  are  the  Are  de 
Roe,  or  ftreet  kings,  lome  of  whom  prefide 
over  the  commonaltv,  others  over  the  flaves  ; 
fome  over  military  affairs,  and  others  over  the 
affairs  relating;  to  the  cattle,  and  the  fruits  of  the 
earth,  &c.' 

From  thofe  Are  de  Pvoes-  are  chofen  the  vice- 
roys and  governors  of  the  countries  fubjecl  to 
the  King  ;  who  are  recommended  bv  the  three 
great  lords,  and  are  refponfible  to  them.  The 
king  prefents  each  of  th.  m  a  firing  of  coral,  as  a 
mark  of  their  honour :  but  this  firing  they  are 
obliged  to  wear  about  their  necks,  without  ever 
daring  to  put  it  off  on  any  account  whatfeever, 
and  if  they  arc  io  unhappy  as  to  lofe  it,  or 
carelefly  fuffer  it  to  be  ftolen,  they  are  certainly 
condemned  to  die.- 

The  king  keeps  thofe  corals,  which  are 
factitious,  in  his  own  poffeffion  ;  and  the  coun- 
terfeiting,: or  having  any  of  them,  without  his 
grant,  is  punifhed  with  death.  They  are  made 
of  a  fort  of  pale  red  earth  or  ftone,  and  are  fo 
well  glazed,  that  they  look  liked  fpeckled 
marble. 

The  king  has  a  great  revenue ;  for  his  ter- 
ritories are  very  large.  He  keeps  his  court  in 
the  city  of  Benin,  whence  the  rivet  and  the 
whole  kingdom  derives  its  name.  This  city  is 
of  great  extent,  and  the  ftreets  are  very  long 
■and  broad  :  and  beiides  are  kept  vet)  clean  and 
neat,  every  woman  cleaning  her  own  door. 
Formerly  it  was  clofely  built,  and  in  a  manner 
overftocked  with  inhabitants,  but  half  the  houfes 
are  now  in  ruins. 

Thofe  that  are  ftilf  ilanding  are  large  arid  toler- 
ably handfome  ;  but  are  built  with  clay  walls, 
there  not  being  a  ftone  in  the  whole  country  as 
big  as  a  man's  rift.  They  are  covered  at  the  top 
with  reeds,  ftraw  cr  leaves. 

Markets  are  kept  every  day  in  the  ftreets,  ei- 
ther of  corn,  cotton,  elephant's  teeth,  or  Eu- 
ropean wares,  but  the  inhabitants  are  all  natives, 
no  foreigners  being  permitted  to  refute  there. 

The  palace,  which  forms  a  principal  part  of 
the  city,  is  built  upon  a  large  plain,  and  has  no 
houfes  joining  to  it.  The  firft  place  you  come 
to  is  a  very  long  gallery,  (if  it  may  be  called  by 
that  name,)  fuftained  by  fifty  eight  ftrong  planks, 
about  twelve  feet  high,  inftead  of  pillars  ;  thefe 
are  neither  fawed  nor  plained;  but  only  hack'd 
out. 

On  paffing  this  gallery,  you  come  to  a  mud 
wall  that  has  three  gates,  at  each  coiner  one, 
and  one  in  the  middle  ;  tins  laft  is  adorned  on 
the  top  with  a  wooden  turret,  about  fixty  or 
feventy  feet  high,  ornamented  on  the  top  with  a 
large  copper  fnake,  well  caft. 

Entering  one  of  thefe  gates,  you  come  into  a 
large  Iquare,    ahnoft  a  quarter  of  a  mile  over, 


and  enclofed  by  a  low  wall,  at  the  oppofite  f. 
of  which  you  come  to  another  kind  of  gallery 
which  has  a  gate  at  each  end  ;   and  paffing  thro1" 
one   of  them,  a   third  gallery  appears,  differing 
from   the   former  only  in  the  planks  which  iup- 
port  it,  that  have  feme  little  refemblrmce  to  hu- 
man figures,  but  wretchedly  executed. 

Going  thro'  a  gate  of  this  gallery,  you  entes 
another  great  Iquare,  and  a  fourth  gallery,  beyond 
which  is  the  King's  dwelling  hoafe,  where  is 
another  brazen  fnake. 

The  firft  apartment  is  the  King's-  audience 
chamber,  where  he  fits  on  an  ivory  couch,  under 
a  canopy  of  Indian  fi!-k  :  this  room  is  adorned* 
with  feven  elephants  teeth4,  made  perfectly  efcan^ 
and  placed  on  pedellals. 

With  regard  to  the  refigiofi  of  the  inhabitants- 
of  Benin,  they  afcrihe  to  God  the  attributes  of 
omniprefence,  omnifcience,  and  invif.biiitv,  and- 
lav  that  he  governs  all  things  by  his  providence  ; 
but  like  the  other  Negroes  on  this  coaft,  they 
offer  up  their  petitions  to  things-  confecr-ated  tot- 
that  purpofe,  as  elephant's  teeth,  and  the  like  ;■ 
and  vet  they  think  it  abfurd  to  make  any  cor- 
poreal representation  of  the  Deity. 

They  make  daily  offerings  of  a  kv/  boiled 
yarns,  mixed  with  oil,  which  they  lay  before 
their  fubordinary  deities ;  and  fometimes  they 
offer  a  cock  ;  but  then  the  idol  has  only  the 
blood  ;  becaufe  they  like  the  flefh  themfelves.. 
They  are  faid  to  obferve  a  kind  of  fabbath  every- 
fifth  day,  on  which  the  great  faerifice  cowBj 
fheeps  and  goats,  while  the  commonalty  kill 
dogs,  cats,  and  chickens  :  and  or  whatever  is 
killed  large  portions  are  distributed  to  the  necef- 
fitous,  in  order  to  enable  them  to  celebrate  thi.> 
feftival. 

They  have  a  great  feafc  in  May,  called  Ui; 
coral  feaft,  which  is  the  only  time  when  the 
King  appears  publicly.  On  this  occaSfcuj  Ire- 
comes  magnifivenily  drefted  to  the  fecond  iquare 
of  the  palace,  where  he  is  feated  under  a  fine  ca- 
nopy, his  wives  and  great  officers  placing  them- 
ielves  around  him. 

Soon  after  they  begin  a  proceffion,  and  the 
king  rifes  in  order  to  offer  facrinVes,  during 
Which  he  is  ialuted  with  the  loud  acclamations  ot 
the  people. 

In  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  the  King  returns 
to  his  place,  where  he  ftavs  about  two  hours, 
in  order  to  give  the  people  time  to  perform 
their  devotions ;  which  being  done,  he  returns- 
home. 

The  remainder  of  the  day  is  fpeatsn  feaftihg, 
and  the  King  caufes  all  forts  of  provisions  to  be 
diftributed  to  all  in  common,,  and  the  great 
follow  his  example  ;  fo  that  on  that  day  inching 
is  feen  throughout  the  whole  city,  but  all  poffibk 
marks  of  rejoicing.  The  reafen  of  keeping  this 
feftival  is  not  known. 

One  day  in  the  year  they  have  Kkewife  an  ex- 
penfive  feftival  in  honour  of  their  deefcaied  an- 
ceftors. 

The  men  rrtarfy  as  many  women  as  their  cir- 
eumftanees  will  allow  them  to  keep  ;  they  have 
fcarce  any  marriage  ceremonies  among  either 
rich  or  poor,  except  only,  that  the  firft  treat  the 
bride's  friends  more  fpkndidlv  than  the  others. 

They 
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They  are  very  jealous  of  their  wives  with 
their  own  countrymen,  but  place  greater  confi- 
dence in  the  Europeans  ;  for  they  fufler  the  lat- 
ter freely  to  converfe  with  them  ;  but  no  Negro 
is  allowed  to  come  near  the  women's  apartment. 
All  the  difference  between  the  wives  of  the  great 
and  thofe  of  the  meaner  fort,  is,  that  the  former 
are  always  fhut  up  very  clofe  ;  while  the  latter 
go  where  they  pleafe. 

Adultery  is  here  punifhed  different  ways  :  If 
one  of  the  commonalty  furprizes  his  wife  in  the 
fact,  he  may  lawfully  feize  all  the  effects  of  the 
paramour,  which  he  may  immediately  apply  to 
his  own  ufe  :  while  he  punifhes  his  wife  with  a 
cudgel  ;  and  then  turns  her  out  of  doors  to  feek 
her  fortune. 

The  rich  revenge  thcmfelves  the  fame  way  J 
but  the  womens  relations,  to  avoid  the  fcandal 
that  might  fall  upon  the  family,  reconcile  the 
injured  hufband  by  giving  him  a  good  lum  of 
money,  to  induce  him  to  reftore  her  again  to 
favour.  But  if  the  Governors  furprize  a  perfon 
debauching  their  wives,  they  kill  both  on  the 
fpot,  and  then  throw  out  their  dead  bodies, 
that  they  may  become  a  prey  to  the  wild 
beafts. 

If  a  woman  bears  two  children  at  a  birth,  it 
is  believed  to  be  a  good  omen,  and  the  King 
is  immediately  informed  of  it,  who  caufes  the 
public  joy  to  be  expreffed  by  all  forts  of  mufic. 
This  is  the  cafe  in  all  the  territories  of  Benin, 
except  at  Arebo,  where  both  the  woman  and  the 
twins  are  cruelly  facrificed  to  a  certain  daemon, 
which  they  fuppofe  inhabits  a  wood  near  the 
town. 

But  if  the  man  happens  to  have  an  extraordi- 
nary affection  for  his  wife,  he  generally  buys  a 
female  flave,  and  facrifices  her  in  her  ftead.  At 
prefent  the  men,  when  the  time  of  their  wives 
delivery  approaching,  fend  them  to  another  place 
were  this  inhuman  cuftom  is  not  obferved. 

As  foon  as  the  child  is  feven  days  old,  the  pa- 
rents make  a  fmall  feaft,  imagining  that  the  in- 
fant is  paft  its  greateft  danger ;  and  in  order  to 
prevent  the  evil  lpirits  doing  it  any  mifchief, 
tliev  ftrew  all  the  ways  with  provifions  ready 
dreffed. 

Eight  or  fourteen  davs  after  the  birth  of  their 
children  both  males  and  females  are  circumcif- 
ed  ;  the  former  are  bereft  of  the  prepuce,  and 
the  latter  of  a  fmall  part  of  the  clitoris  :  befides 
they  make  fmall  incifions  all  over  the  bodies  of 
the  infants,  in  a  fort  of  regular  manner,  expref- 
fing  fome  figures  ;  and  notwithstanding  the  cru- 
elty of  thus  torturing  the  poor  innocents,  this 
cuftom  is  univerfally  obferved  among  the  inha- 
bitants of  Benin. 

When  any  of  them  fall  fick  they  have  imme- 
diate recourfe  to  the  Prieft,  who  here,  as  well 
as  on  the  Gold  Coaft,  acts  the  phyfician.  If 
his  remedies  prove  ineffectual,  he  has  recourfe 
to  facrifices,  and  if  the  patient  recovers  is  much 
cfteemed.  But  the  Priefts  are  here  generally 
poor,  becaufe  on  common  occafions  each  per- 
fon offers  his  own  Sacrifice,  and  performs  the 
fervice  of  his  idols,  without  troubling  them. 

The  cattle  and  productions  of  the  country  are 
much  the  fame  as  in  the  other  parts  of  Guinea, 
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only  the  country  contains  great  numbers  of  ele. 
phants,  and  lions,  as  well  as  tygers. 

As  foon  as  a  perfon  is  dead,  the  corps  is 
wafhed  and  cleaned,  and  if  a  native  of  Benin 
happens  to  die  at  a  very  diftant  place,  the 
body  is  perfectly  dried  up  over  a  gentle  fire, 
and  put  into  a  coffin,  whofe  planks  are  clofe 
joined  with  glue,  and  brought  the  firft  oppor- 
tunity to  that  city,  in  order  to  be  buried.  The 
neareft  relations,  wives  and  flaves,  go  into 
mourning  for  the  deceafed  ;  fome  fhave  their 
beards,  others  halt  their  heads.  The  public 
mourning  commonly  lafts  fourteen  days.  Their 
lamentations  and  cries  are  accommodated  to 
the  tunes  of  feveral  mufical  inftruments  ;  with 
large  intermediate  flops,  during  which  they 
drink  very  plentifully.  When  the  funeral  is 
over,  each  perfon  retires  to  his  own  houfe,  and 
the  neareft  relations,  who  continue  in  mourning, 
in  this  manner  bewail  the  dead,  during  feveral 
months.  Their  mufical  inftruments  chiefly  confift 
of  large  and  fmall  drums  not  very  different 
from  thofe  of  the  Gold  Coaft  :  they  have  be- 
fides a  fort  of  iron  bells  on  which  they  play  ;  and 
callabafhes  hung  round  with  cowries,  that  ferve 
them  inftead  of  caftagnets  ;  all  which  together 
afford  a  very  difagreeable  and  jarring  found. 
Befides  thefe  they  have  a  kind  of  harp,  fining 
with  fix  or  feven  extended  reeds,  upon  which 
they  play  with  much  art ;  at  the  fame  time  they 
fing  to  it  very  agreeably,  and  dance  in  the  molt 
diverting  manner  imaginable. 

The  natives  here  are  rot  at  all  addicted  to  ga- 
ming ;  for  they  only  play  for  diverfion  ;  but 
never  for  money. 

They  divide  the  time  into  years,  months, 
weeks,  and  days  ;  and  the  year  confifts  of  four- 
teen months. 

They  are  entirely  ignorant  of  the  art  of  war  ; 
and  it  is  with  the  greateft  reluctance  they  are 
brought  to  face  an  enemy.  Their  weapons  are 
a  fort  of  hangers,  fmall  poniards,  aflagays,  bows 
and  poifoned  arrows.  They  have  light  fhields 
made  of  fmall  bamboos,  but  as  they  cannot 
ward  off  a  forcible  blow,  they  are  of  little  fer- 
vice. 

They  are  very  fkilful  in  making  feveral  forts 
of  dyes,  as  green,  blue,  red,  yellow  and  black. 
The  blue  they  prepare  from  indigo  ;  but  the 
other  colours  they  extract  from  certain  trees. 
They  fpin  cotton,  and  weave  cotton  cloths  in 
fuch  quantities,  that  many  thoufand  pieces  are 
exported  every  year. 

Befides  weaving,  they  have  few  mechanical 
arts  ;  their  other  workmen  are  moftiy  imiths, 
carpenters,  and  leather-dreflers  ;  but  their  work- 
manihip  is  fo  clumly,  that  an  ingenious  bov 
who  had  been  but  a  month  or  two  learning  in 
Europe  would  excel  them  ;  tho'  perhaps  the 
matters  themfelves  might  be  unable  to  outdo 
them,  had  they  better  tools. 

The  rich  people  here  live  well  ;  their  com- 
mon diet  being  beef,  mutton  and  chickens, 
with  yams  for  bread  ;  which  after  they  have 
boiled,  they  beat  very  fine,  in  order  to  make 
cakes  of  it.  They  frequently  treat  one  another, 
and  generoufly  impart  a  portion  of  their  Super- 
fluity to  the  neceffitous.  The  meaner  fort  con- 
tent 
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teatthemfelves  with  fmoaked  or  dried  fifh  ;  their 
bread  is  alfo  yams,  bananas,  and  beans,  and 
tneir  drink  water  and  pardon  wine,  which  is 
none  of  the  beft. 

The  King,  and  the  great  Lords,  and  every 
Governor,  who  is  but  indifferently  rich,  fubfift 
feveral  poor  at  their  refidence ;  employing 
thole  who  are  fit  for  any  work,    and  charitably 


fupporting  thofe  incapable  of  labour  without 
working  ;  fo  that  there  are  here  no  beggars, 
nor  do  we  find  any  among  them  remar'kablv 
poor.  They  fliew  their  liberality  by  mutual 
prefents  of  all  forts  of  goods  which  they  fend  to 
each  other  ;  and  likewife  fliew  their  hofpitality  to 
the  Europeans,  by  making  them  prefenrs  of 
freih  provifions  in  great  abundance. 


As  the  Proprietors  of  this  work,  have,  in  the  courfe  of  the  Publication, 
given  more  Copper  Plates,  than  were  promifed  in  the  original  propo- 
fals,  it  may  be  necerTarv  in  this  place  to  give  defcriptions  of  fuch  of 
the  plates  as  are  not  particularly  elucidated  by  any  account  in  the 
work  itfelf. 


TflEJV  of  Surat  in  the  Eaft  Indies.  Surat 
r  is  the  capital  of  Cambaya,  a  province  of 
the  Eaft  Indies ;  is  a  fea-port  town,  and 
has  the  jreateft  trade  of  any  in  the  Mogul's  do- 
minions. The  inhabitants  of  this  place  are  com- 
puted at  two  hundred  thoufand,  many  of  whom, 
both  Mahometans  and  Pagans,  are  immenfely 
rich ;  but  they  carefully  conceal  their  wealth, 
left  it  fhould  fall  a  prey  to  the  avarice  of  the 
Mogul  and  his  governors.  At  this  place  the 
Englifh  Eaft  India  Company  have  a  fpacious 
houfe,  which  is  well  fortified,  and  has  grand 
terrace-walks,  large  warehoufes,  &c.  Surat  lies 
ten  miles  eaft  of  the  Indian  Ocean,  one  hundred 
and  fixty  north  of  Bombay,  and  the  fame  diftance 
fouth  of  Cambaya. 

Summer  habits  of  the  Egyptians.  The  greater 
part  of  the  people  of  Egypt  are  very  indolent 
and  cowardly;  and  the  richer  fort  do  nothing 
all  day  but  drink  coffee,  fmoke  tobacco,  and 
fleep.  Befides  this,  they  are  extremely  igno- 
rant, haughty,  and  ridiculoufly  vain.  With 
regard  to  the  fummer  habits-  of  thefe  people, 
the  men  are  dreffed  in  a  fort  of  turban  fome- 
thing  like  that  of  the  turks,  with  a  kind  of  loofe 
coat,  over  a  ihort  waiftcoat,  from  which  falls  a 
pair  of  breeches  fomewhat  like  trowfers,  and  by 
way  of  fhoes  they  wear  a  kind  of  fandals.  The 
women  wear  a  high  crowned  cap,  and  a 
loofe  open  jacket,  under  which  is  a  kind  of 
waiftcoat  with  a  double  row  of  buttons ;  they 
have  a  petticoat  which  falls  down  to  the  ancles, 
and  wear  fandals  and  does  on  the  feet, 

0 

A  Gent oo  woman  burning  on  her  husband's  fune- 
ral file.  The  following  curious  particulars  are 
extracted  from  the  "  Hiftory  of  Indoltan,  in- 
"  terfperfed  with  the  obfervation  of  Sir  Tho- 
"  mas  B_oe,  Mr.  Holwell,  and  others." — Mr. 
Holwell  mentions  his  having  been  prefent  at 
many  of  the  facrifices.  In  lbme  of  the  victims 
he  obferved  a  pitable  dread,  tremor,  and  reluct- 
ance, that  ftrongly  fpoke  repentance  for  their 
declared  refolution  ;  but  it  was  now  too  late  to 
retract,  or  retreat :  Biftnoo  was  waiting  for  the 
fpirit. 

It  the  felf  doomed  victim  difcovers  want  of 
courage  and  fortitude,  fhe  is  with  gentle  force 
obliged  to  afcend  the  pile,,  where   lhe  is  held 


down  with  long  poles,  held  by  men  on  each  fide 
of  the  pile,  until  the  flames  reach  her :  her 
fcrearris  and  cries,  in  the  mean  time,  being 
drowned  amidft  the  deafening  noife  of  load  mu- 
fic,  and  the  acclamations  of  the  multitude. — ■ — • 
Others  go  through  this  fiery  trial  with  moft  amaz- 
ing, fteady,  calm  refolution  and  joyous  forti- 
tude.— It  will  not,  we  hope,  be  unacceptable, 
if  we  prefent  our  readers  with  an  inflance  of  the 
latter,  which  happened  fome  years  paft  at  the 
Eaft  India  company's  factory  at  Coffimbuzaar, 
in  the  time  of  Sir  Francis  B-uffell's  chiefih'ip  : 
the  author,  and  feveral  other  gentlemen  of  the 
factory,  were  prefent :  from  a  narrative,  which 
he  then  tranlmitted  to  England,  we  are  enabled 
to  give  the  particulars  of  this  moft  remarkable 
proof  of  female  fortitude  and  conttancy. 

"  At  five  of  the  clock  on  the  morning  of  the 
4th  of  February,  1 742.-3,  died  Rhaam  Chund 
Pundit,  of  the  Mahahrattor  tribe,  aged  z&  years. 
His  widow  (for  he  had  but  one  wife)  aged  be- 
tween 17  and  18,  as  foon  as  he  expired,  difdain- 
ing  to  wait  the  term  allowed  her  for  reflection, 
immediately  declared  to  the  Bramins  and  wit- 
neffes  prefent  her  refolution  to  burn  :  as  the  fa- 
mily was  of  no  fmall  confederation,  all  the  mer- 
chants of  Coffimbuzaar,  and  her  relations,  lelt 
no  arguments  uneflaved  to  diffuadc  her  from  ir. 

Lady  Pvuflel,  with  the  tenderelt  humaniu  , 
fent  her  feveral  meffages  to  the  fame  purpefe.— -r 
The  infant  ftate  of  her  children  (two  girls  and  a 
boy,  the  eldeft  not  four  years  of  age)  and  the 
terrors  and  pain  of  the  death  fhe  fought,  were 
painted  to  her  in  the  ftrongeft  and  moft  lively 
colouring — fhe  was  deaf  to  all, — fhe  gratefully 
thanked  Lady  Ruliell,  and  fent  her  word  '  fhe 
had  now  nothing  to  live  for,  but  recommended 
her  children  ro  her  protection.' — When  the  tor- 
ments of  burning  were  urged  in  terroremto  her, 
lhe  with  a  reiolved  and  calm  countenance,  put: 
her  finger  into  the  fire,  and  held  it  there  a  con- 
fiderable  time  :  fire  then  with  one  hand  put  fire 
in  the  palm  of  the  other,  fprinkled  incenfe  or* 
it,  and  fumigated  the  Bramins.  The  confider- 
ation  of  her  children  left  deftituie  of  a  parent  was 
again  urged  to  her.  She  replied,  '  he  that  mad',: 
them,  would  take  care  of  them.' — She  was  at 
laft  given  to  underltandj  ihe  fhould  not  be  per- 
mitted 
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mitced  to  burn  :*  this  (or  a  fnort  fpace  feerned 
to  give  her  deep  affliction  :  but  foon  recollecting 
herlelf,  fhe  told  them,  ' death,  was  in  heir  power* 

and  that  it  fhe  was  not  allowed  to  burn,  accord- 
ing to  the  principles  of  her  call,  {he  would  rtarve 
herlelf.'  Her  lriends,  rinding  her  thus  peremp- 
tory and  refolved,  were  obliged  at  laft  to  ailent. 

"  The  body  of  the  deceafed  was  carried  down 
to  the  water  fide,  early  the  following  morning  ; 
the  widow  followed  about  ten  o'clock,  accompa- 
nied by  three  very  principal  Bramins,  her  chil- 
dren, parents,  and  relations,  and  a  numerous 
concourfe  of  people.  Tire  order  of  leave  for 
her  burning  did  not  arrive  from  Holfen  Khan, 
Fouzdaar  of  Morlhadabad,  until  after  one  ; 
and  it  was  then  brought  by  one  of  the  foubah's 
own  officers,  who  had  orders  to  fee  that  (lie 
burnt  voluntarily.  The  time  they  waited  for 
the  order  was  employed  in  praying  with  the  Bra- 
mins, and  wafhing  m  the  Ganges  :  as  foon  as 
it  arrived,  ihe  retired,  and  flayed  for  the  fpace 
of  half  an  hour  in  the  midft  of  her  female  rela- 
tions, amongfi  whom  was  her  mother.  She  then 
diverted  herlelf  of  her  bracelets,  and  other  orna- 
ments, and  tied  them  in  a  cloth,  which  hung 
like  an  apron  before  her,  and  was  conducted  by 
her  female  relations  to  one  corner  of  the  pile. 
On  the  pile  was  an  arched  arbor  formed  of  dry 
fticks,  boughs,  and  leaves,  open  only  at  one 
end  to  admit  her  entrance.  In  this  the  body  of 
the  deceafed  was  depofited,  his  head  at  the  end 
oppofite  to  the  opening.  At  the  corner  of  the 
pile,  to  which  fhe  had  been  conducted,  the  Bra- 
min  had  made  a  fmall  fire,  round  which  fhe  and 
the  three  Bramins  fat  for  fome  minutes  ;  one  of 
them  gave  into  her  hand  a  leaf  of  the  bale  tree 
(the  wood  commonly  confecrated  to  form  part 
of  the  funeral  pile)  with  fundry  things  on  it, 
which  fhe  threw  into  the  fire  :  one  of  the  others 
gave  her  a  fecond  leaf,  which  fhe  held  over  the 
ilame,  whilrt  he  dropped  three  times  fome  ghee 
on  it,  which  melted,  and  fell  into  the  fire,  (thefe 
two  operations  were  preparatory  fymbols  of  her 
approaching  dilTblution  by  fire  ;)  and  whilrt  they 
were  performing  this,  the  third  Bramin  read  to 
her  fome  portions  of  the  Aughtorrah  Bhade,  and 
afked  her  fome  queftions,  to  which  Ihe  anfwer- 
ed  with  a  fteady  and  ferene  countenance  ;  but 
the  nolle  was  lb  great,  we  could  not  underftand 
what  fhe  laid,  altho'  we  were  within  a  yard  of  her. 

Thefe  over,  fhe  was  led  with  great  folemnitv 
three  times  round  the  pile,  the  Bramins  reading 
before  her  :  when  fhe  came  the  third  time  to 
the  fmall  fire,  fhe  flopped,  took  her  rings  off  her 
toes  and  fingers,  and  put  them  to  her  other  or- 
naments :  here  fhe  took  a  folemn  majeftic  leave 
of  her  children,  parents,  and  relations  ;  after 
which,  one  of  the  Bramins  dipped  a  large  wick 
of  cotton  in  fome  ghee,  and  gave  it  ready  light- 
ed into  her  hand,  and  led  her  to  the  open  fide 
of  the  arbor  ;  there,  all  the  Bramins  fell  at  her 
feet.'    After  fhe  had  blefled  them,  they  retired 


*  The  Gentoos  are  not  permitted  to  burn,  without 
an  order  from  the  Mahominedan  government,  and  this 
perrniflion  is  commonly  made  a  perquifite  of. 

f  As  the  engraving  annexed  evidently  does  rot  cor- 
refpond  with  fome  of  the  vircunvftsnees  here  mentioned, 


weeping.  By  two  flcps  fhe  afcended  the  pi'- 
and  entered  the  arbor!  On  her  entrance,  fhe 
made  a  profound  reverence  at  the  feet  of  the 
deceafed,  and  advanced  and  feated  herlelf  by 
his  head  :  fhe  looked,  in  filent  meditation,  on 
his  face,  for  the  fpace  of  a  minute,  than  fei:  fire- 
to  the  arbour  in  three  places.  Obferving  , 
fhe  had  fet  fire  to  leeward,  and  that  the  ilames 
blew  from  her,  inftantly  feeing  her  error,'  fhe 
rofe,  and  fet  fire  windward,  and  relumed  her 
ilation.  Enfign  Daniel  with  his  cane  feparated 
the  grafs  and  leaves  on  the  windward  fide,  by 
which  means  we  had  a  diftincr.  view  of  her  as 
fhe  fat.  With  what  dignity,  and  undaunted  a 
countenance,  ihe  fet  fire  to  the  pile  the  laft  time, 
and  all'umed  her  feat,  can  only  be  conceived,  for 
words  cannot  convey  a  juft  idea  of  her.  The 
pile  being  of  combuftible  matters,  the  fupporters 
of  the  roof  were  piefently  confumed,  and  it  tum- 
bled upon  her."  -|- 

Ceremony  cf  a  Japanefe  Marriage.  The 
marriages  of  the  Japanele  are  ufually  cele- 
brated before  fome  of  the  Bonzi,  (or  prieils) 
at  the  foot  of  an  idol  ;  and  after  the  facrifice  of 
fome  victims,  the  company  are  conducted  to  the 
houfe  of  the  bridegroom,  where  a  week  is  fpent 
in  reading  ;  when  ftrong  liquors  are  given  away 
in  great  abundance,  and  the  company  entertain 
themlelves  in  dancing  and  other  exercifes. 

Habit  cf  the  Great  Mogul  when  going  to  ride. 
Habit  of  a  Princefs  of  the  Mogul's  empire :  The 
drefs  of  the  great  Mogul  when  going  to  ride,  is 
a  turban  of  moderate  iize,  and  a  loofe  coat  over 
a  waiftcoat  which  is  bound  round  his  w-aift  with 
a  ribbon. — The  habit  of  a  princefs  of  the  Mo- 
gul's empire,  confifts  of  ornaments  of  precious 
ftpnes  in  the  hair,  with  a  kind  of  handkerchief 
over  the  head,  which  falls  down  to  the  waitl. 
She  wears  necklaces,  ftay;,  and  a  fhort  apron  ; 
and  her  petticoat  is  tucked  up  three  or  four  times 
juft  above  the  bottom  of  it. 

Habits  of  a  man  and  ivpwan  of  the  ijle  cf  Bun- 
go. — Temple  of  the  Japanefe  Idol  Daybol.  It  is 
not  eafy  to  give  a  defcription  of  the  drefs  of  the 
people  of  Bungo,  no  part  of  which  agrees  wiUr 
our  method  of  cloathing  ourfelves  ;  but  an  idea 
may  be  formed  by  a  view  of  the  print.  We 
may  remark  however,  that  their  drefs  is  chiefly 
of  filk. — The  temple  of  the  Japanefe  Idol  J ~)a\ [- 
bot  has  in  the  front  of  it  two  lions  guardant. 
and  on  another  compartment  two  images  which 
appear  to  be  nothing  more  than  the  refult  of  a 
fancy  extravagantly  liiperftitious.  The  figures  in 
the  front  reprefent  a  proceffion  of  the  Japanefe., 
going  to  make  an  offering  in  honour  of  the  idol. 

Proceffon  of  Penitent  Proftitates  at  Naples* 
This  is  an  annual  proceffion,  made  with  the 
double  view  of  exhibiting  figns  of  penitence  \x\ 
in  the  proftkutes,  and  of  collecting  money  for 
their  lupport  ;  or  rather,  as  fome  writers  are  of 
opinion,  for  the  emolument  of  the  pricft  who 
attend    them  :  but   candour  will    induce    us    to 


it  is  proper  to  obferve  that  the  above  defcription  W33 
not  accompanied  wivh  any. repreientation.  The  me- 
thods of  burning  ari  various,  it  being  fometimes  done 
in  a  pit  ;  that  we  have  exhibited  is  from  Mandeflo,  cf 
a  woman  whole  bufband  bad  died  in  a  diiiant  place. 

think 
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think  that  a  part  only  of  the  charitable  donati- 
ons beftowed  on  this  occafion,  are  appropriated 
to  the  ufe  of  priefts. 

Saba,  a  city  of  Perjia. — 'Perfians  fmoaking  thro1 
water.  The  city  of  Saba,  in  Perfia,  which  lies 
in  thirty  degrees  north  latitude,  is  famous  for 
carrying  on  a  great  trade  in  cotton  and  rice,  and 
is  a  place  of  a  remarkably  beautiful  and  elegant 
fkuation,  as  may  be  feen  by  the  print  we  have 
given  of  it. — The  manner  in  which  the  Perfians 
fmoke  tobacco  is  very  Angular.  They  pafs  their 
tobacco  pipes  through  a  bottle  of  water,  which 
is  covered  with  a  metal  or  earthen  mug,  to  the 
height  of  the  conduit  which  is  put  into  the  wa- 
ter. At  the  bottom  there  is  a  plate,  fuch  as  are 
at  the  bottom  of  forne  candle  flicks  ;  and  the 
cane,  or  pipe,  by  which  they  draw  the  fmoke, 
is  fixed  to  that  conduit.  When  they  would 
fmoak,  they  wet  the  tobacco  which  is  in  that 
cup,  and  mince  it  very  fmall,,  that  it  may  not 
burn  away  too  faft.  They  put  two  or  three  lit- 
tle coals  upon  it,  and  draw  the  fmoke,  which 
enters  into  the  water,  circulates  there,  and  is 
then  fucked  back  into  the  mouth,  cool,  frefh, 
and  purged  from  all  the  grofs  qualities  of  the 
tobacco. 

Cbinefe  fnake-boat. — Uncommon  Birds  of  China. 
The  name  of  the  Chinefe  fnake-boat  is  taken 
from  the  fhape  of  it  ;  the  head  thereof  repre- 
fenting  the  head,  and  the  ftern  the  tail  of  a  fnake, 
the  ornaments  of  this  gay  veflel  are  purely  Chi- 
nefe, and  it  is  rowed  by  a  great  number  of  hands. 
A  boar,  very  much  like  that  in  our  print,  was 
lately  prefented  to  his  prefent  majefty,  by  gover- 
nor Vanfittart. — The  very  names  of  the  uncom- 
mon birds  of  China  are  not  tranfmitted  to  us ; 
and  for  the  beauty  and  elegance  of  their  appear- 
ance, we  muft  refer  the  reader  to  the  figures,  in 
the  print. 

The  Porcupine  and  Quaggelo  found  in  Guinea. — 
The  manner  of  executing  criminals  in  Guinea.  The 
difference  between  the  common  porcupine  and 
that  of  Guinea,  will  be  feen  in  the  engraving. 
The  quaggelo  is  not  unlike  a  young  bear,  but 
its  eyes  are  fmaller,  its  ears  are  fmall  and  erect, 
and  its  tail  turns  up,  fomething  like  the  tail  of  a 
Dutch  dog. — When  the  criminals  of  Guinea  are 
fentenced  to  death,  there  are  various  methods 
of  executing  them  ;  but  that  defcribed  in  our 
print  is  by  making  them  kneel  on  the  ground, 
blindfold,  with  their  hands  tied  behind  them, 
when  the  perfon  who  officiates  as  executioner, 
puts  an  end  to  the  life  of  the  culprit  by  ftabbing 
a  kind  of  lance  feveral  times  into  his  back. 

Magicians  and  Sorcerers  of  China. — Begging  de- 
votees of  China.  There  are  among  the  Chinefe, 
many  who  pretend  to  the  art  of  divination,  and 
to  perform  magical  operations.  Thefe  ufually 
refide  in  folitary  dens,  and  gloomy  caverns. — 
The  Chinefe  Bonzes  have  a  method  of  getting 
money  by  riding  from  town  to  town  on  the  backs 
of  tygers  tamed  for  the  purpofe,  and  which  are 
neither  bridled  or  any  ways  muzzled.  Thefe 
have  always  a  large  retinue  of  Mendicants,  who 
act  the  devotees,  and  penitents  who  beftow  on 
each  other  fevere  blows  on  the  head  by  way  of 
devotion. 

View  of  the  Haven  cf  Acapulo.     Acapulo  is  a 
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town  in  the  fouth  eaft  corner  of  the  province  of 
Mexico,  fituated  on  a  fine  bay  of  the  fouth  fea$ 
and  is  the  chief  mart  on  the  coaft.  The  har- 
bour is  fafe,  commodious,  and  fo  large  that 
feveral  hundred  lhips  may  anchor  in  it.  About 
Chriftmas  the  Acapulco  fhip  arrives  here  ;  but 
the  greateft  trade  of  the  place  arifes  from  tho 
annual  lhips  coming  from  Lima  and  Manila. 

St.  Salvador,  a  Portuguefe  City  on  the  rivet'  Le- 
lunda.  This  city,  which  is  the  capital  of  Congo 
in  Africa,  ftands  on  the  top  of  a  very  h'gh  and 
lteep  mountain,  at  the  foot  of  which  runs  the 
river  Lelunda.  The  ftreets  are  long  and  broad, 
and  regularly  planted  with  palm-trees.  The 
houfes  are  low,  and  white-wafhed  both  within 
and  without.  The  number  of  houfes  inhabited 
by  the  Europeans  are  eftimatcd   at  about   4000. 

Sedans  ujed  by  the  Japancfe  Ladies  of  Qiiality. 
The  ufe  of  thefe  Sedans,  and  the  method  of 
driving  them  forward  is  furficiently  explained 
by  the  print.  In  thefe  the  Japaneie  ladies  take 
the  air  in  their  gardens,  not  being  permitted  to> 
go  abroad,  perhaps,  more  than  once  in  a  year. 

The  prielis  blcjfmg  the  Tartars  houfes.     This, 
ceremony  is  performed  by  the  priefts  when  the 
Tartars   are  going  out  to  war 
offering  pots    of  incenfe,.    and 
words   of   benediction   to   the 
The   horfe  is  an  animal  which  the  Tartars  hold 
In  the  higheft  degree  of  eftimation. 

The  Pantheon  of \  Adrian  at  Athens. — The  Ian- 
thorn  of  Demofthenes.  The  Pantheon  of  Adrian 
at  Athens  is  one  of  the  many  noble  monuments 
of  antiquity  by  which  that  celebrated  feat  of 
learning  is.  ftill  diftinguifhed  ;  and  the  grandeur 
of  the  prefent  remains  of  it,  will  lead  us  to  form 
fome  judgment  of  its  original  fplendor — In  the 
fouth-weft  part  of  Athens  flands  a  beautiful  lit- 
tle ftructure,  commonly  called  the  Lanthorn  of 
Demofthenes,  on  account  of  a  tradition  that  the 
orator  fhut  himfelf  up  there,  in  order  to  purfue 
his  ftudies  without  interruption  :  but  it  is  gene- 
rally thought  that  this  was  a  temple  dedicated 
to  Hercules,  being  embellifhed  with  his  exploits 
in  baffb  relievo. 

Temple  cf  Mecca. — Camp  of  the  Arabs.  The 
temple  of  Mecca  is  only  fifteen  feet  long,  twelve 
broad,  and  thirty  in  height  ;  but  round  it  is  it 
large  court  and  piazza,  where  the  Mahometan 
pilgrims  pay  their  devotions  ;  for  they  feldom 
enter  the  temple,  which  is  too  fmall  to  contain 
any  confiderable  number  of  them. — The  Arabs 
have  no  other  lodgings  but  their  tents,  which 
they  call  houfes.  Thefe  are  all  made  of  black 
goat's  hair  canvas,  which  the  women  fpiri  and 
weave.  The  tents  are  ftretched  in  inch  a  man- 
ner, that  the  rain  runs  off  without  penetrating 
them. 

Habits  of  the  people  of  Chili. — Serpents  and  Ba- 
boons cf  Guatimala.  The  men  of  Chili  go  bare- 
foot and  bareheaded,  carrying  a  kind  of  club  011 
their  fhoulders,  and  wearing  a  kind  of  ope:?, 
frock,  which  falls  below  the  knees,  which  is- 
their  whole  covering.  The  women  likewite  go 
barefoot,  having  ornaments  of  ftones,  in  their 
hair,  and  loofe  gowns  and  petticoats  which  is 
almoit  to  the  ancles. — The  ferpenrs  and  baboons 
of   Gtuthnala   are    peculiarly   hideous   i:i    their. 
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kind,  as    may   be  feen  by  the  exact  reprefentati- 
ons  of  them  given  in  the  print. 

Ruins  of  Athens.  Thefe,  among  many  other 
magnificent  ruins  of  Athens,  are  fuflicient  tefti- 
monies  of  its  former  grandeur.  Athens,  ib 
greatly  celebrated  for  the  number  of  learned  men 
it  has  produced,  was  formerly  the  principal  aca- 
demy of  the  Roman  empire.  At  prefent  it  is 
under  the  dominion  of  the  Turks;  and  con- 
tains about  fifteen  hundred  inhabitants,  who 
are  chiefly  clvriitians  of  the  Greek  church,  and 
"fpeak  a  corrupt  fort  of  Greek. 

The  Arch  cfThcfeus. — Adrian's  aqueduil.     The 
arch  of  Thefeus,  which  is  a  part  of  the  temple 


of  Thefeus,  is  a  noble  monument  of  aflfijjtiim 
Hill  remaining  almoft  entire.  It  is  deemed  a 
mafter-piece  of  woikmanihip. — Adrian's  aque- 
duct, which  was  begun  by  that  emperor,  and 
finifhed  by  Antoninus  Pius,  is  almoft  decayed  J 
but  what  we  have  reprefented  in  the  print  is  the 
remaining  part  of  it,  as  appears  from  an  inferip- 
tion  on  the  architrave  fupported  by  two  ionic 
pillars. 

Stroling  beggars  in  China.  This  is  fufficiently 
explained  by  the  infeription  at  the  bottom  of 
the  plate  itfelf,  which  conveys  a  full  idea  of  the 
aufte-rities  practifed  by  thefe  people  to  excite  the 
benevolence  of  the  public. 


*t 


r3*  The  following  reflexions  on  the  Hiftoiy  of  the  Conquest  of  Mexico,  bv  Her- 
nando Cortes,  [which  is  concluded  in  the  235th  page  of  this  volume)  are  in- 
fertecl  at  the  particular  requeft  of  a  Subfcriber,  and  extracted  from  a  book  of  Voy-- 
ares  and. 'Travels,  which  had  not  come  to  our  hands  at  the  time  this  work  began  to 
b%  published.  '  * ».  to 

<as  the  Spaniards  themfelves  were  :  and  there- 
fore they  held  it  necetiary  to  make  enemies  of 
them,  to  give  them  all  manner  of  provocations, 
and,  under  pretence 'of  plots  and  confpiracies 
of  the  natives,  to  mafiacie  them,  and  take  then- 
country  from  them,  and  feize  on  their  lands  and 
treafures,  together  with  the  gold  and  filver 
mines  that  were  looked  upon  then,  and  have 
fince  been  found  to  be  inexhauflible. 

Thefe  were  temptations  which  that  rapacious 
crew  could  not  refill  ;  and  it  is  more  than  pro- 
bable, if  Narvaez  had  not  been  fent   to  reduce . 


DO  N  Velafquez,  governor  of  Cuba,  firft 
laid  the  defign  of  adding  Mexico  to  the 
,-£panifh  dominions;  It  was  he  that  firft  levied 
foldiers,  provided  ra  fleet  of  fhips  with  arms, 
ammunition,  and  provisions,  fujtable  to  fuch 
an  undertaking,  and  gave  the  command  of  the 
whole  to  Hernando  Cortes  :  but  being  apprifed 
of  the  ambition  and  ingratitude  of  that  gen- 
tleman, before  he  left  the  iiland,  he  revoked 
his  commiffion,  and  recalled  him  with  a  de- 
sign of  fending  another  commander  in  his  room. 
But  Cortes  refufed  to  obey  his  orders,  and 
corrupting  the  foldiers  and  mariners,  per- 
fuaded  them  to  turn  rebels  and  pirates  ;  to  re- 
nounce the  authority  of  Velafquez,  their  go- 
vernor, who  fitted  them  out,  and  to  let  up  tor 
themfelves  ;  and,  at  laft,  to  chufe  Cortes  the 
captain  of  this  mutionous  crew,  who,  by  all  laws, 
civil  and  -  military,  deferved  death,  and  would 
probably  have  been  hanged  with  their  leader, 
if  they,  had  not  met  with  unexpected  fuccefs. 
And  as  the  enterprize  was  rebellioully  under- 
taken, fo  was  it  profecuted  with  fuch  cruelty 
and  ill  conduct,  as  .mull  affect  every  one  with 
horror  and  .deteftation  of  the  wicked  inftru- 
ments  that  were  concerned  in  it  :  they  found  a 
naked  defencelefs  people,  terrified  to  the  laft 
degree  with  their  fire-arms,  artillery,  horfes 
and  dogs  :  They  found  the  feveral  kingdoms 
and  ftates  alio  at  variance,  and  lb  equally  di- 
.  yided,  that  either  of  them  were  ready  to  join 
the  invaders  of  their  country,  and  alfift  them 
,  in  the  conqueft  of  it :  and  we  find  all  of  them 
ready  to  fntrmit  to  the  dominion  of  the  king 
of  Spain  to  become  fubjeCt  and  tributary  to 
him,  before  there  was  fcarce  any  blood  fpilt. 

But  this  would   not  have   done  the  bufinefs 
of  our  piratical  adventurers  :    here  would  have 
1  been  little  or  ho  fpoils  or  plunder  to  have  enrich- 
ed them  with  ;  no  flaves  to  have  been  made,  or 
territories  conferred  on  private  men;   the  Mexi- 
.  cans  would  have  been  their  fellow  fubjects,  and 
*intitled  to  the  like  protection  and  good  ufuage 


Cortes,    that    he  would    have   fet  up   for  him- 
felf,  afiumed  the  fovereign  authority  of  Mexico, 
as  the  bilhop  or  Chiapa  fuggefts  ;   and  the  fole 
realbn  he  did  not,  probably,  was  an  apprehenfion 
that  if  he    did  not  acknowledge   the  aufhority 
ot   the   king   of  Spain,    many  of  his   own  men 
would  have   deferted  him,    as  he   had  deferred 
his  general  and  benefactor,  and  the  advantage  of 
that  conqueft  would  have   been  taken  from.  him. 
And  though  he   and  his  officers  did   fubmit 
to  hold  thofe  countries   of  the  crown  of  Spain  ; 
yet  we  find  they  procured  themfelves  to  be  made 
proprietors  of  them  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  have 
the  abfolute  dominion   both  of  the   country  and 
the  people,  and  that  they  treated  them    as  their 
flaves  and    vaflals  ;     nay,  worfe    than   enemies, 
worfe  than  brute  animals  were  ufed  ;   mafiacripg 
and  torturing  them  in   fuch  a  manner,  as  could 
never  have  been  credited,  if  their   actions  had 
not  been  publickly  tried  and   condemned,    and 
the   facts  confetied  and  acknowledged  by  many 
of  thofe    that  were  engaged  in  the  enterprize  ; 
and  had  it   not  been-  evident,  to  all  the  world, 
that   countries  had  been  defircved  and  depopu- 
lated  for  -thoufands  jof  miles    together,    which 
were  crowded  with  people,    and   (in   the^biihop 
of  Chiapa's   phrafe,    who    was  upon    the.  fpot) 
refembled  a.  terreftrial  "paradile.     And  what   ftill 
aggravates  the., cruelty,  is,  that   the  natives  were, 
according  to  the  beft   account,    a  harmlefs    in- 
oflenfive  people,  treated  all  mankind  civillv   and 

hofpita- 
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'hofpiubly,  even  the  Spaniards  themfelves,  and 
are  generally  admired  for  their  ingenuity ,_  and 
the  quicknefs  of  their  parts;  the  popiili  miffiona- 
ries  themfelves  acknowledging,  that  they  never 
met  with  a  more  tradable  people,  more  ready  to 

.be  inftructed,  and  to  embrace  the  chriftian  reli- 
gion; infomuch,  that  the  bifhop  of  Chiapa  ob- 
serves, there  was  no  manner  of  occafion  to  uie  force 
to  bring  them  over  to  chriftianity :  and  therefore, 
Cortes,  and  his  officers,  could  never  juflify  their 
barbarous  ufuage  of  the  Indians,  on  pretence  of 
obftinacy:  their  mighty  zeal  for  religion,  and 
the  fervice  of  their  prince  and  country,  was  all 
a  fham  :  their  cruelties  could  be  afcribed  to 
nothing  elfe  but  their  ambition  or  avarice :  the 
gold  and  filver  of  the  country,  the  Indians  them- 
felves obferved,  were  the  only  gods,  thefe  adven- 
tures adored ;  for  the  acquiring  of  which  they 
feemtohave  diverted  themfelves  of  all  humanity. 
It  may  be  objected,  indeed,    to  the  credit  of 

,  thofe  relations  given  us  by  the  bifhop  of  Chiapa, 
of  the  cruelties  of  Cortes,  Alverado,  and  the 
reft  of  the  commanders  concerned  in  the  con- 
queft  of  Mexico,  that  thofe  barbarities  are 
fcarce  mentioned  either  by  Antonio  de  Solis,  or 
Antonio  dc  Herera,  two  of  the  beft  of  the  Spa- 
nifh  hiftorians. 

To  which  I  anfwer,  that  it  was  evidently  the 
defign  of  De  Solis  to  write  a  Panegyrick  upon 


Cortes ;  and,  therefore,  it  cannot  be  expected 
he  fhould  give  us  the  dark  fide  of  that  general's 
character:  befides,  die  greateft  part  of  that 
pretended  hiftory,  appears,  on  the  face  of  it, 
to  be  a  mere  romance  ;  only  valuable  for  the- 
language,  and  for  fome  reflections  he  makes  on 
the  facts  he  is  pleafed  to  feign ;  which  are  judi- 
cious enough,  admitting  there  was  any  truth  in 
what  he  relates. 

And  as  to  Antonio  de  Herera,  who  was  his- 
toriographer to  the  king  of  Spain,  he  was  em- 
ployed by  the  miniftry  to  give  fuch  an  account 
of  that  conqueft,  as  might  reflect  honour  on 
the  kingdom  of  "Spain,  and  on  the  adminirtra- 
tion  under  which  it  was  effected:  and  had  he 
related  the  barbarities  of  Cortes  and  his  officers, 
after  he  had  informed  us,  that  thofe  adventures 
were  encouraged  and  rewarded  inftead  of  be- 
ing punifhed,  he  could  not  have  reflected  a 
greater  difhonour  on  the  kingdom  and  court  of 
Spain. 

And,  although  Herera  himfelf  does  not  give 
us  all  the  particulars,  the  bifhop  of  Chiapa  does, 
yet  he  confirms  fome  of  them ;  and  affures  us, 
the  bifhop  is  an  author  that  deferves  credit. 
It  was  not  convenient  for  him  to  fay  what  the  j 
bifhop  had  faid;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  he  was 
fo  faithful  an  Hiftorian  as  to  let  us  know,  that 
that  prelate  ought  to  be  believed." 
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